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Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
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Treat ment Of The Awak ened.

By Rev. H. Ziegler, A. M., Sa lona, Pa.

IT HAS BEEN fre quently said that the grand ob ject of preach ing the Gospel, is
to lead sin ners to make the in quiry, “what must I do to be saved?” An other
sub ject of equal, if not of vastly greater im por tance to the min is ter of Christ
is, how shall awak ened and in quir ing souls be treated? This shall con sti tute
the theme of our dis cus sion.

I. Two Sys tems in Protes tant Churches

There are, at the present time, two Sys tems of deal ing with such per sons, in
vogue in the Protes tant Churches. Both sys tems claim to have the same ob- 
ject in view, viz., to di rect and aid in quir ers how to ob tain the par don of sin,
and the fa vor of God. In all other re spects they dif fer — in their stand-
points, in the things on which they in sist as the ev i dence of par don and ac- 
cep tance with God, and in the means which they em ploy to gain the ob ject
at which they aim.

The one sys tem as sumes, as its stand-point, that it is pos si ble for an in di- 
vid ual to be par doned and ac cepted of God, and yet that he may not have
the as sur ance of it. It main tains, more over, that we must first know that we
are par doned and ac cepted, by be liev ing the ev i dence ap pointed by God
him self for this pur pose, be fore we can have the joy and con so la tion
thereof.

The other sys tem as sumes, as its stand-point, that God never par dons
and ac cepts any per son with out his know ing it; and that we have no as sur- 
ance of par don and ac cep tance un til we feel it in our souls.

The one sys tem re gards com pli ance with the con di tions on which God
has promised to par don and save, as suf fi cient and re li able, be cause it is the
Di vinely ap pointed ev i dence of par don and ac cep tance with God.
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The other sys tem does not re gard com pli ance with these con di tions as a
suf fi cient and re li able ev i dence of par don and ac cep tance. It de mands, in
ad di tion, the fol low ing things: First, an in ward, feel ing sense of par don and
ac cep tance; and sec ondly, an out ward man i fes ta tion of re joic ing, as an ev i- 
dence of this in ward sense of par don and ac cep tance.

The one sys tem aims at the at tain ment of its ob ject —
[1] By show ing awak ened and in quir ing per sons on what con di tions God

has promised to par don and save sin ners.
[2] By help ing them to ex am ine them selves, in or der to as cer tain

whether they have com plied with these con di tions.
[3] If they have not com plied with them, by urg ing them at once to do

so, as the only means of ob tain ing par don and sal va tion.
[4] If they have com plied with them, then by show ing them that, ac cord- 

ing to God’s prom ises, they are par doned and ac cepted; and that it is their
priv i lege and duty at once to rely on his prom ises through Christ, and thus
re joice in the free sal va tion of God.

[5] This sys tem im plies that there is some hin drance which pre vents the
true pen i tent from con fid ing heartily in God’s prom ises of par don and sal- 
va tion, and that this hin drance must be re moved mainly by in struc tion. In
fact, this sys tem re lies mainly on in struc tion as the means to be em ployed in
at tain ing its ob ject. It might be here added, that the place where this is to be
done, is not es sen tial to the sys tem. It may be in the fam ily cir cle, in the cat- 
e chet i cal class, in the in quiry meet ing, or at the close of the ser mon in the
pub lic sanc tu ary.

The other sys tem aims at at tain ing the same ob ject mainly by the fol low- 
ing means:

[1] By pre vail ing on awak ened per sons to kneel at a front bench, for the
pur pose of seek ing re li gion, by plead ing earnestly with God for par don, for
his Holy Spirit, for “the bless ing,”. etc.

[2] By sur round ing them and pray ing with them and for them, in or der
thus to en cour age them to be in earnest, and “never give up the strug gle”
un til they “re ceive the bless ing.” This is, more over, re garded as a very es- 
sen tial means of draw ing down and ob tain ing the bless ing sought.

[3] This sys tem im plies that there is some hin drance which pre vents the
true pen i tent from ob tain ing par don, and that this hin drance must be re- 
moved mainly by earnest prayer.
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[4] This sys tem places very lit tle re liance on in struc tion in ac com plish- 
ing its ob ject.

We have now clearly de fined the two sys tems. The next point will be to
des ig nate these sys tems by their ap pro pri ate names.

II. Nam ing The Sys tems

The first of these sys tems I shall call the Lutheran sys tem. I give it this ap- 
pel la tion, not be cause it is found only in the Lutheran church, but be cause
the Lutheran is the first church of the Ref or ma tion that in tro duced and prac- 
ticed it. The other sys tem I shall call the Anti-Lutheran, not be cause it is
never found am on Luther ans, but be cause it stands in di rect op po si tion to
the Lutheran sys tem.

It will hardly be nec es sary to ad vance ar gu ments to prove that the for mer
of these sys tems is ap pro pri ately called the Lutheran. On this point, I would
sim ply re fer to our litur gi cal forms, used at the ser vice prepara tory to the
Lord’s Sup per. The whole form con tem plates a self-ex am i na tion.

The ques tions pro pounded call at ten tion to the con di tions of par don and
sal va tion. The an swers to these ques tions, and the prayer which fol lows,
im ply a com pli ance with these con di tions. And the an nounce ment is a dec- 
la ra tion of God’s prom ise of par don to all who have com plied with the con- 
di tions of par don. I leave this point and has ten to the next, viz:

IIIa. The Lutheran Sys tem is Scrip tural; The
Anti-Lutheran Sys tem is Un scrip tural.

Proof first. This shall he fur nished from con ver sions recorded in the Acts of
the apos tles.

1. The Con ver sion Of The Three Thou sand On The Day
Of Pen te cost.

Acts 2:37-41. “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their hearts,
and said unto Pe ter and to the rest of the apos tles, men and brethren what
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shall we do?” Thus they are ag i tat ing the great ques tion — they are in quir- 
ers. And what course did the Apos tles take?

First, Pe ter makes known the con di tions of par don, viz: “Re pent and be
bap tized, ev ery one of you, in the name of Je sus Christ, for the re mis sion of
sins; and ye shall re ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

Here we have re pen tance and faith as the con di tions of par don; for bap- 
tism in the name of Je sus, is a pro fes sion of faith in him as the promised
Mes siah and Sav ior of the world.

Sec ondly, to en cour age them to com ply with these con di tions, Pe ter
refers to God’s prom ise. “For the prom ise is to you and to your chil dren,
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”

The re main der of what Pe ter said to them is in tended, thirdly, to pre vail
on them at once to ac cept the of fered sal va tion. “And with many other
words did he tes tify and ex hort, say ing, save your selves from this un to ward
gen er a tion.”

The whole sys tem is in struc tion — there is no urg ing to plead with God
for “the bless ing.” It is the Lutheran sys tem.

The re sult of Pe ter’s in struc tion is thus recorded. “Then they that gladly
re ceived his word were bap tized: and the same day there were added unto
them about three thou sand souls.” “They gladly re ceived the word” which
Pe ter preached; that is, they were will ing to ac cept of God’s con di tions of
par don and sal va tion. But this will ing ness im plies that they un der stood
these con di tions; they must, there fore, have given their un di vided at ten tion
to the in struc tions of Pe ter. There was no pray ing and singing go ing on
whilst the in struc tion was be ing im parted.

We find here no en cour age ment for the Anti-Lutheran sys tem.

2. The con ver sion of the Ethiopian Eu nuch.

Acts 8:26 — 89. Philip was di rected by the an gel of the Lord to the
Ethiopian eu nuch, as he was re turn ing home from Jerusalem, whither, as a
Jew, he had gone to wor ship. Philip found him read ing the prophet Isa iah.
He was a sin cere in quirer af ter the way of sal va tion. What course did take?

The first thing was, to as cer tain the state of his mind, and the ex tent of
his knowl edge of the plan of sal va tion.

“Un der stand est thou what thou read est?” was the first step. This led the
eu nuch to open his mind to the stranger. He replies: “How can I, ex cept
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some one should guide me.” “And he de sired Philip that he would come up
and sit with him.” He was read ing where the Mes siah is spo ken of as a
“sheep led to the slaugh ter,” etc. He again said to Philip, “I pray thee, of
whom speaketh the prophet this, of him self? or of some other man?”

Philip, sec ondly, made known to the eu nuch the Gospel plan of sal va- 
tion; in other words, the con di tions of par don un der Christ. “Then Philip
opened his mouth, and be gan at the same Scrip ture, and preached unto him
Je sus.” That he made known to him the con di tions of par don, and spoke es- 
pe cially of bap tism as the mode of pro fess ing faith in Je sus as the Mes siah,
is ev i dent from what fol lows. “And as they went on their way, they came to
a cer tain wa ter; and the eu nuch said, ‘See here is wa ter; what doth hin der
me to be bap tized;’” He de sired to pro fess his faith in Je sus as the Mes siah,
and there fore de sired to know whether there was any thing to pre vent his
be ing bap tized at once. The only con di tion an nounced by Philip was, “If
thou be lievest with all thine heart, thou mayest.” And as soon as the eu nuch
de clared, “I be lieve that Je sus Christ is the Son of God,” he or dered the
char iot to stand still, and bap tized him. This done, the same Lord who sent
him to the eu nuch, took him from him. Philip’s work with the in quir ing eu- 
nuch was ac com plished. And what was it? To as cer tain the state of his
mind; to make known the con di tions of par don; that is, the plan of sal va tion
through Christ; and as soon as he was will ing to com ply with these con di- 
tions, to re ceive him by bap tism into the fel low ship of be liev ers.

Here again we have the Lutheran sys tem. The other sys tem finds no
quar ters. There is no urg ing to prayer, in or der to ob tain “the bless ing.” No
in ward feel ing is in sisted on as a con di tion of par don and ac cep tance. It is,
un der stand the con di tions of par don, com ply with them, and you are safe.

3. The con ver sion of Said of Tar sus.

Acts 9:1 — 20; 22:6 — 16. Af ter Saul was ar rested by a mirac u lous light,
Je sus com mences a con ver sa tion with him. This proves that al though he
had fallen to the earth, he was nei ther sense less nor speech less — his men- 
tal pow ers were in full ex er cise. The con ver sa tion and mir a cle re sulted in
his con vic tion that Je sus of Nazareth was the Mes siah, as well as in his sub- 
mis sion to his au thor ity; in other words, it re sulted in his con ver sion. For he
in quired, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” This im plies faith in Je sus
as the Mes siah, and a de ter mi na tion at once to obey him.
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Now, ob serve what Je sus replies to his in quiry. It is not, pray on un til
“the bless ing” comes; but, “Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told
thee what thou must do.” He was al ready con verted; and all he needed was
the nec es sary in struc tion. Je sus did not give him this in struc tion him self; it
must be im parted by one of his dis ci ples. And how did Ana nias pro ceed?
Putting his hand on him, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Je sus that ap- 
peared unto thee in the way as thou earnest, hath sent me, that thou might est
re ceive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And im me di ately there
fell from his eyes, as it had been, scales; and he re ceived sight forth with,
and arose and was bap tized.” In the twenty-sec ond chap ter Paul re lates this
in ter view with Ana nias thus: “He came unto me and stood, and said unto
me, ‘brother Saul re ceive thy sight.’ And the same hour I looked upon him.
And he said, ’the God of our fa thers hath cho sen thee, that thou shouldest
know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his
mouth. And now, why tar ri est thou? Arise and be bap tized, and wash away
thy sins, call ing on the name of the Lord.” Or, as it might be more lit er ally
trans lated, hav ing called on the name of the Lord. It is not a com mand to
call on his name; it is stat ing the fact that he had al ready been do ing so.

Here also we have the Lutheran sys tem. It is in struc tion; and when the
con di tions of par don are com plied with, it is as sur ing Saul of his ac cep tance
with God, and urg ing him with out de lay to pro fess his faith in Christ, and
thus be come iden ti fied with his fol low ers.

The other sys tem finds noth ing to sup port it. There is no urg ing to
earnest prayer, in or der to “seek re li gion,” no “hold, on un til you get the
bless ing.” In deed, the op po site course is taken. “And now, why tar ri est
thou? arise and be bap tized, etc.” As much as to say, you are a brother in
Christ; be bap tized at once; and en ter on the path of duty. Nei ther is there
any feel ing re ferred to as an ev i dence of par don; noth ing ex cept God’s own
con di tions; faith in Christ, and sub mis sion to him.

4. The con ver sion of Cor nelius.

Acts. 10. Cor nelius was a de vout man, he feared God with all his house; he
gave much alms to the peo ple; he prayed to God al ways; his prayers were
heard; his alms had come up as a memo rial be fore God; he was a just man;
he was in the habit of fast ing; he was ready to do the whole will of God as
soon as it was made known to him. See verses 1 to 4, 22, 30, 31, 32 & 33.
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In few words, he was a child of God; God had ac cepted him. This is im plied
in the lan guage of Pe ter. “Then Pe ter opened his mouth and said: Of a truth
I per ceive that God is no re specter of per sons; but in ev ery na tion, he that
feareth him and wor keth right eous ness, is ac cepted with him.” It is not,
shall be ac cepted; but “is ac cepted.” Cor nelius, then, was ac cepted; but
there was still some thing lack ing — not to make him a child of God; but to
en able him to un der stand the true ground upon which God par dons sin, to
give him a fuller as sur ance of his ac cep tance, to bring him into the church
of Christ, and thus to make him more use ful to those around him.

All he needed was, there fore, to un der stand the plan of sal va tion through
Christ. The an gel there fore com manded him to send for Pe ter, telling him
that when he had come, he would tell him “what he ought to do.”

Now ob serve, what does Pe ter tell him? Af ter as sur ing him that God is
no re specter of per sons, but that he ac cepts all who fear him and work right- 
eous ness; he at once com mences about peace through Je sus Christ. He then
pro ceeds to give the ev i dences of his Di vine Mes si ahship; states that he was
cru ci fied; gives the ev i dence of his res ur rec tion, and as serts that God ap- 
pointed him to be the Judge of the liv ing and the dead. This done, he di rects
at ten tion to the prophe cies of the Old Tes ta ment, bear ing on this sub ject.
“To him give all the prophets wit ness, that through his name, whoso ever be- 
lieveth in him, shall re ceive re mis sion of sins.”

It is stated that, while Pe ter was yet speak ing these words, “the Holy
Ghost fell on all who heard the word,” and that “they heard them speak with
tongues and mag nify God.” This ex tra or di nary gift of the Holy Spirit, man i- 
fest ing it self in speak ing un known lan guages, is ev i dence that while Pe ter
was speak ing, Cor nelius, and those as sem bled with him, be lieved in Je sus
Christ as the Mes siah: for this ex tra or di nary gift was never given pre vi ous
to the ex er cise of faith in Christ. Pe ter, there fore, with out in quir ing whether
they be lieved in Christ, com manded them to be bap tized in his name.

This, too, is the Lutheran sys tem. It is in struc tion from be gin ning to end.
The pe cu liar i ties of the Anti-Lutheran sys tem are not found. There is no
urg ing to plead for “the bless ing;” no in ward feel ing in sisted on as a con di- 
tion or ev i dence of par don and ac cep tance.

5. The con ver sion of the Philip pian jailor.
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Acts 16:25 — 34. The whole trans ac tion, af ter the jailor makes the in quiry,
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” is thus re lated.

“And they said unto him, ‘be lieve on the Lord Je sus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house.’ And they spake unto him the word of the
Lord, and to all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of
the night, and washed their stripes, and was bap tized, he and all his,
straight way. And when he had brought them into his house he set meat be- 
fore them, and re joiced, be liev ing in God with all his house.” Fi nally, this
case also proves the scrip tural ity of the Lutheran, and the un scrip tural ity of
the Anti-Lutheran sys tem.

The ev i dence drawn from the cases of con ver sion recorded in the Acts of
the apos tles, there fore, amounts to a moral demon stra tion in fa vor of the
Lutheran, and against the Anti-Lutheran sys tem of deal ing with awak ened
and in quir ing souls.

IIIb. The Lutheran Sys tem is Scrip tural; The
Anti-Lutheran Sys tem is Un scrip tural.

We pro ceed to Proof sec ond. This has ref er ence ex clu sively to the things on
which these two sys tems in sist as ev i dence of par don and ac cep tance with
God. That, on this point, the Lutheran sys tem is Scrip tural, and the other
un scrip tural, has al ready been shown; but we present ad di tional proof.

1. Com pli ance with the con di tions on which God has
promised to par don and save, does, from the na ture of
God’s at tributes, in fal li bly bring us par don and sal va tion.

A prom ises B twenty dol lars, on cer tain con di tions. B com plies with those
con di tions and de mands his pay. A, how ever, re fuses to pay the money un til
B com plies with other con di tions, never un til now made known, and never
agreed on. A has de ceived B — he is dis hon est. It is just so in re gard to the
par don of sin and sal va tion. God has promised us par don and sal va tion on
clearly de fined con di tions. These are, re pen tance, or a re nun ci a tion of our
sins; sub mis sion to the will of God, or a will ing ness or de ter mi na tion to
obey him; and faith in Christ as the Sav ior of sin ners, ap pointed as such by
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God him self. In deed, faith is very fre quently pre sented as the only con di- 
tion. It, how ever, al ways im plies the other two, re pen tance and sub mis sion.
You never say to the im pen i tent, sub mis sive sin ner, “Be lieve on the Lord
Je sus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” This lan guage is al ways, in the word
of God, ad dressed to pen i tent and in quir ing souls. We in vari ably de mand a
sin cere de ter mi na tion to for sake all sin and obey God, be fore we di rect any
one to Christ for sal va tion by faith. It is, “Re pent and be lieve the Gospel;” it
is “Re pen tance to wards God and faith in the Lord Je sus Christ;” it is,
“Whoso ever feareth God and wor keth right eous ness, is ac cepted with him,”
and then, “To him give all the prophets wit ness, that through his name,
whoso ever be lieveth in him, shall re ceive re mis sion of sins.”

You re pent — you have sin cerely re nounced your sins — not al ready
con quered and sub dued them; but you have sin cerely de ter mined, by God’s
grace, to do so. You have sub mit ted to God — yielded your will to his will
— not in deed that you have al ready yielded en tire obe di ence; but you have
re solved to learn and do his whole will. You be lieve in Je sus Christ — en- 
cour aged by God’s prom ises, you have com mit ted your self to him, body
and soul, for time and eter nity. You have now com plied with God’s con di- 
tions of par don. You are par doned — you are ac cepted. There is no doubt
about it. The ve rac ity and hon esty of God are con cerned in this mat ter. God
can not lie; God can not de ceive; there fore, par don and sal va tion are yours
the very mo ment you com ply with his con di tions of par don.

This is the Lutheran sys tem. But now comes the Anti-Lutheran sys tem,
and in sists on an other con di tion or ev i dence of par don, viz., an in ward, feel- 
ing sense of par don in the soul — a con di tion never made known in the
word of God. With out this you have no par don. This makes God un true and
dis hon est; it is blas phemy. It is set ting up one’s own no tion against God’s
word; it is vir tu ally claim ing to have an un writ ten rev e la tion. It is fa nati- 
cism, the wildest fa nati cism.

IIIc. The Lutheran Sys tem is Scrip tural; The
Anti-Lutheran Sys tem is Un scrip tural.

We come now to Proof third. This refers ex clu sively to the stand-points of
the two sys tems. The Lutheran sys tem main tains that it is pos si ble for an in- 
di vid ual to be par doned and ac cepted of God, and yet he not be cer tain of it.
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The other sys tem main tains, that God never par dons and ac cepts any per son
with out his know ing it.

A num ber of per sons have united in re bel lion against their gov ern ment.
The penalty is death. They are sur rounded by the king’s army; they are in
his power. But he de ter mines to par don them on the fol low ing con di tions.
In the pres ence of my army, lay down your arms, con fess your crime, and
solemnly prom ise fu ture obe di ence to your law ful sov er eign. These con di- 
tions are made known to the rebels by the king’s gen er alis simo. They all
un der stand what they are com manded to do; but they do not all clearly un- 
der stand, that these are the only con di tions of par don. Some sup pose that
these are only pre lim i nary to other con di tions. They are all will ing to com- 
ply — they do com ply. They all have par don the mo ment they com ply with
the con di tions; but how many of them know it? Only those who clearly un- 
der stand that they have com plied with all the con di tions. Have the oth ers no
par don, sim ply be cause they do not know that they have com plied with all
the con di tions? In other words, be cause they do not know that they have
par don? It is ev i dent that they have par don equally with the oth ers, and on
the same grounds. They only need to know it.

Again, our neigh bor A is con demned to suf fer cap i tal pun ish ment. We
sign a pe ti tion and send it to the Gov er nor, pray ing for his par don. The
Gov er nor hears our prayer, he grants neigh bor A a full par don. He is par- 
doned the very mo ment the Gov er nor grants our pe ti tion. But does neigh bor
A know it? Not un til he is in formed of the fact. Sup pose he should die be- 
fore he knows it, has he died un par doned sim ply for want of this knowl- 
edge? Never, never. He was par doned, though he knew it not.

It is just so in re gard to the par don of sin, and ac cep tance with God.
You com ply with God’s con di tions of par don. That mo ment you are par- 

doned and ac cepted. But it is pos si ble that you may not he cer tain of it. This
will be the case un der the fol low ing cir cum stances:

First, when ever you de sire and ex pect ev i dences of par don dif fer ent
from, or over and above God’s con di tions of par don. And sec ondly, when
sat is fied that com pli ance with God’s con di tions of par don is a re li able ev i- 
dence or as sur ance of par don and ac cep tance, and al though hav ing com- 
plied with his con di tions, you are for ever doubt ing; whether your re pen- 
tance is as deep, your sub mis sion as en tire, and your faith as strong and im- 
plicit as it should be. Un der these cir cum stances, an in di vid ual should not
be urged to seek for par don. He has this. What he needs is to know that he
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has com plied with God’s con di tions of par don, and that this com pli ance and
God’s prom ise are his as sur ance of par don and ac cep tance.

But let us look at the teach ings of the Bible on this point. — 1 John 5: 9
— 13. From verse thir teen, we learn that those to whom St. John wrote —
and they were be liev ers — did not know that they were heirs of eter nal life;
and more over, that he wrote to them for this very pur pose, that they might
know it. “These things have I writ ten unto you that be lieve on the name of
the Son of God, that ye may know that ye have eter nal life,” etc. Thus, al- 
though they were be liev ers, yet they did not know that they were par doned
and ac cepted; or know ing this, they did not re gard par don and ac cep tance as
a guar an tee of eter nal life. St. John, there fore, wrote to them, to as sure them
of this fact — their ti tle to eter nal life. He does this by call ing their at ten tion
to God’s own tes ti mony on the sub ject; and by show ing them their obli ga- 
tion to re ceive and con fide in his tes ti mony. “And this is the record, or tes ti- 
mony, that God hath given to us eter nal life, and this life is in his Son. He
that hath the Son, hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not
life.” And also, “If we re ceive the wit ness of men, the wit ness of God is
greater.” That is, if we rely on the tes ti mony of men, how much greater is
our obli ga tion to rely on God’s tes ti mony. But “this is the wit ness of God,
which he hath tes ti fied of his Son. He that be lieveth on the Son of God, hath
the wit ness in him self: he that be lieveth not God, hath made him a liar, be- 
cause he be lieveth not the record that God gave of his Son.”

Thus God’s tes ti mony is, that who ever hath his Son — that is, be lieves
in him — hath eter nal life. It is, more over, ev i dent that be liev ers can know
that this promised eter nal life is theirs, only by re ly ing on God’s re vealed
tes ti mony on the sub ject.

But it may be ob jected that, af ter all, those be liev ers were cer tain of eter- 
nal life; for they had the in ward wit ness of it, viz., “He that be lieveth on the
Son of God, hath the wit ness in him self.” Clarke teaches that this is “the
Spirit of God bear ing wit ness with his — the be liever’s spirit, that he is a
child of God.” I deny in toto that this pas sage teaches this doc trine. But for
ar gu ment’s sake, we will grant it. Then we have the Spirit of God bear ing
wit ness with the spir its of those to whom St. John wrote, that they were the
chil dren of God. Now, if the Spirit of God bears wit ness with my spirit, that
I am a child of God, then this wit ness must be re li able; it must give me as- 
sur ance that I cer tainly am or have the thing con cern ing which the wit ness
has been given me; oth er wise the wit ness is of no use; it fails to ac com plish
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the ob ject for which it is given. Just such hap pens to be the in ward wit ness,
in the case un der con sid er a tion. Ac cord ing to this in ter pre ta tion, they had
the in ward wit ness of God’s Spirit; and by this wit ness, they knew to a cer- 
tainty that they were God’s chil dren, and heirs of heaven. But they did not
know this; for, as al ready shown, St. John wrote to them to as sure them of
this fact, by re fer ring them to God’s re vealed tes ti mony on this sub ject.

It is, there fore, pos si ble for an in di vid ual to be a be liever; and, there fore,
to be par doned and ac cepted, and an heir of heaven, and yet not know it.
This is scrip tural; and this is a part of the Lutheran sys tem.

Again, the po si tion that we can not know that our sins are par doned, un til
we feel it, is as far from the truth, as that just dis posed of, viz., that God
never par dons and ac cepts any per son with out his know ing it.

It is a uni ver sal law of the hu man mind, that we must first per ceive ev i- 
dence, sec ondly, be lieve that ev i dence, and that we can then, thirdly, have
the feel ing nec es sar ily re sult ing from such knowl edge and faith. Thus, we
do not know and be lieve that the re li gion of Christ is of Di vine ori gin, be- 
cause we feel it to be so. On the con trary, we must first per ceive the ev i- 
dence of its Di vin ity; I mean ev i dence ex ter nal to our selves, and in de pen- 
dent of our feel ings; and then be lieve this ev i dence, be fore we can have the
proper feel ings in its fa vor. In deed, Christ never ap peals to men’s feel ings
as ev i dence of the Di vine ori gin of his re li gion. The ap peal is al most uni- 
ver sally to his own works. “Ye sent unto John, and he bare wit ness unto the
truth. But I re ceive not tes ti mony from man. But I have greater wit ness than
that of John: for the works which the Fa ther hath given me to fin ish, the
same works that I do, bear wit ness of me, that the Fa ther hath sent me.” —
See also John 10: 24, 25, 87, 38. Ib. 14: 8 — 11. Ib. 20: 30, 31. Acts 2: 22.
Heb. 2: 3, 4.

Again, you do not know and be lieve that an ab sent friend is dead, be- 
cause you are im pressed with a feel ing that it is so. You know and be lieve it
only by means of re li able tes ti mony. Un der stand ing such tes ti mony, and be- 
liev ing it, you can and will have the feel ing which this knowl edge and faith
are cal cu lated to pro duce on your mind.

It is just so in re gard to the par don of sin, and our ac cep tance with God.
We do not first feel that our sins are par doned, and then know and be- 

lieve it, be cause we feel it. On the con trary, we must first know and be lieve
that our sins are par doned and we ac cepted, be fore we can feel it; or more
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cor rectly, be fore we can have the peace and con so la tion re sult ing from such
knowl edge and faith.

But this also is part of the Lutheran sys tem; and as it cor re sponds with a
uni ver sal law of the mind — a law of God’s own cre ation — it bears the
im press of Di vin ity. Our Lutheran sys tem is, there fore, from God; it is
scrip tural. We will show,

IV. That the old Methodist sys tem does not
dif fer es sen tially from the Lutheran sys tem.

The proof will con sist of ex tracts from the Mem oirs of William Car vosso,
who was, for sixty years, a class-leader among the Wes leyan Methodists in
Eng land. He died in 1834. I quote from an edi tion pub lished in 1843, by the
Book Con cern of the Methodist Epis co pal Church of the U. States. Hear
him:

1. On faith as the con di tion of par don and sal va tion.

His son says of him, in the pref ace to the work, pp. 9 & 10:
"Present, free and full sal va tion, by sim ple faith in the atone ment,

formed the theme on which he dwelt with de light, and al most with out in ter- 
mis sion. In re ceiv ing the sal va tion of the Gospel, he had no opin ion of de- 
lays, ex cep tions, or lim its. To the spir i tu ally dis eased of ev ery class, his
con stant cry was, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ He saw in the strong
com mand ing light of faith, Christ present, able, will ing to save to the ut ter- 
most; and there fore, when he ex claimed,

‘Be lieve, and all your sins for given;
Only be lieve, and yours is heaven’ —

it of ten pro duced an ef fect pe cu liarly his own."
Speak ing of three sis ters, he says: “They all bid fair for the king dom.

The youngest, who was brought to God in the last re vival, was long ing to
love the Lord with all her heart. This, I told her, was her priv i lege, and that
God’s time was the present mo ment: but I found she could not ven ture on
the atone ment.” The next day, while con vers ing with her, he asked her,
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“Can you now be lieve?” Her re ply was, “No, I still feel a bar that pre vents
my lay ing hold.” He then con tin ues: “I saw what she wanted, and re quested
her to bring me Mrs. Rogers’ Mem oirs. I opened to the part ap pli ca ble to
her ex pe ri ence, and bid her read for her self. It was where Mr. Fletcher in- 
vites all who felt their need of full sal va tion, to be lieve now for it. He ob- 
serves: ‘As when you reckon with your cred i tor or with your host; and as
when you have paid all, you reckon your self free; so now reckon with God.
Je sus hath paid all; and hath paid all for thee; hath pur chased thy par don
and ho li ness. There fore, it is now God’s com mand; reckon thy self dead in- 
deed unto sin, and thou art alive unto God from this hour. O be gin; be gin to
reckon now. Be lieve, be lieve, be lieve! And con tinue to be lieve ev ery mo- 
ment, so shalt thou con tinue free.’”

“This,” adds Car vosso, “had the blessed ef fect which I longed to see.
The words, ‘fear not,’ etc., touched her heart, and she wept, be lieved, and
en tered in.” — pp. 194, 195.

Record ing his own ex pe ri ence, he says: “I bless the Lord, he is still
deep en ing and widen ing his good work in my soul. In all my pil grim age, I
never saw so much in cluded in the word be liev ing, as I do now. I clearly
per ceive that were I for a mo ment to cease be liev ing, I should at once be
swal lowed up by the en emy of my soul. Were I to suf fer un be lief to slip in,
to true peace of mind I must say farewell. I find no way to con quer but
through faith in his blood.” — p. 155. Hear him —

2. On faith as the pre req ui site of feel ing — in deed of ev‐ 
ery grace.

Speak ing of God’s king dom in the heart, he re marks: “To aim aright at this
lib erty of chil dren of God, re quires a con tin ual act ing of faith — of a naked
faith, in de pen dent of all feel ings, in a naked prom ise — such as, The law of
the spirit of life in Christ Je sus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.”

He then con tin ues. “By a naked faith in a naked prom ise, I do not mean
a bare as sent that God is faith ful, and that such a prom ise in the book of
God may be ful filled to me; but a bold, hearty, steady ven tur ing of soul,
body and spirit upon the truth of the prom ise, with an ap pro pri at ing act; it is
mine, be cause I am a sin ner, and am de ter mined to be lieve, come what
will.”
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Again he adds: “You must also re mem ber that it is your priv i lege to go
to Christ with such a faith now and ev ery suc ceed ing mo ment; and that you
are to bring noth ing but a care less, dis tracted, tossed, hard ened heart; just
such an one as you now have. Here lies the grand mis take of many poor,
mis er able, but pre cious souls. They are afraid to be lieve, lest it should be
pre sump tion, be cause they have not yet com fort, joy, love, etc.; not con sid- 
er ing that this is to look for the fruit be fore the tree is planted.”

Once more he adds: “Be ware., then, of look ing for any grace pre vi ous to
be liev ing.” — pp. 245, 246.

Giv ing his own ex pe ri ence on this point, he says: “For sev eral days past,
Sa tan and un be lief, the two great en e mies of my soul, have la bored hard to
wrest my shield from me, and weaken my con fi dence in God. I have had to
hang on Christ by a naked faith, with out any sen si ble en joy ment.”

“But,” he con tin ues, “I was greatly blessed while think ing of that re mark
of Lady Max well, viz., ‘I have of ten been en abled strongly to act faith on
Je sus, even in the ab sence of all com fort; and this has dif fused a heaven of
sweet ness through my soul, and brought with it the pow er ful wit ness of pu- 
rity.’” — p. 275.

Writ ing to a Chris tian sis ter, he says: “You say you want a more lively
faith, and de sire me to tell you how to get it.” He replies: "You must take
God at his word, my sis ter. He tells you, ‘all is yours.’ I see where you miss
the sim ple way of faith, and fall into the stink ing dun geon of self. St. Paul, I
con ceive, had no ref er ence to rap tur ous joys, when he said, ’the life I now
live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and
gave him self for me.

Af ter quot ing sev eral more Scrip ture pas sages, he adds: "O, may the
Lord bless you with heav enly wis dom to un der stand the faith of which
Mr. Wes ley speaks in these words:

‘Though waves and storms go o’er my head,
Though strength, and health, and friends be gone;
 Though joys be with ered all and dead,
And ev ery com fort be with drawn;
 On this my stead fast soul re lies,
Fa ther, thy mercy never dies.’

He con tin ues: “I wish you to med i tate on the whole of this hymn, and pray
that the Lord may re veal clearly to your mind, all that is con tained in it;
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then, I am sure, you will not be per plexed about frames and feel ings; but
will say, with one of old, ‘though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.’ May
the Lord bless you with the mighty faith that con quers all.” — pp. 294, 295.
Hear him —

3. On the pos si bil ity of be ing par doned, and even of be‐ 
ing in pos ses sion of per fect love, and, yet not know ing
it; or not hav ing the wit ness of it.

At one time, ask ing a fe male whether she loved God, and re ceiv ing the re- 
ply, “Yes, but there is some thing which I still want,” he said to her, “Come
and sit down by me, and I will tell you all about it.” His son, record ing this
case, says: “She sat down ac cord ingly, and he soon dis cov ered she did, not
know her sins were par doned.” He then said to her, “you may re ceive this
bless ing now.” He then put her to read ing one of the Methodist hymns, and
when she had ut tered the words, “Thy debt is paid,” “he put his thumb on
the words which fol lowed, and asked her whether she thought it was paid?”
It is added: “She burst into a flood of tears, and was made happy from that
mo ment.” — Pref ace, p. 14.

A cor re spon dent re lates the fol low ing: “One mem o rable night, my
friends be ing present with me, he was con vers ing with us on the bless ing of
per fect love. He, like a wise mas ter builder, hav ing ex am ined our spir i tual
at tain ments, dis cov ered that we were in pos ses sion of the es sen tial prop er- 
ties of that happy state, but with out the joy ful wit ness thereof. He there fore,
no longer held up the thing in prospect be fore us, but de clared us in pos ses- 
sion of it, and charged us with the er ror of ask ing God for what he had al- 
ready given” He added, “now it is your busi ness rather to give thanks and
re joice.” — Pref ace, p. 15.

To one of his cor re spon dents he says: “Since you came to P——, God
has opened the eyes of your un der stand ing, and given you to see the dan- 
ger ous state you were in by sin ning against him,” He then con tin ues: “And
al though you have not that clear wit ness of the Spirit which it is your priv i- 
lege to en joy, yet I should not have a doubt of your sal va tion, if I were
called to fol low you to the grave. I be lieve what ever is lack ing in you, God
will ac com plish. I have seen, the tears of pen i tence run ning down your
cheeks, and more than once, your very limbs trem bling un der you. I be lieve
you are a sin cere fol lower of Je sus, so far as you have heav enly light. I was
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never as fully con vinced in my life, as I am at this mo ment, that you ought
to be as fully per suaded in your mind that Je sus bore your sins in his own
body on the tree, as if there were no other sin ner in the world.”

He adds: "When you read the fol low ing lines, be sure you hold fast what
is in cluded in them:

‘Thou hast ray full ran som paid,
And in thy wounds I rest.’ — pp. 273, 274.

4. I will add a few ex tracts, show ing his man ner of in‐ 
struct ing in quir ers.

Be ing called to the bed side of a sick woman, and “find ing that she had been
for three years a mem ber of the so ci ety, and knew noth ing of sal va tion by
the re mis sion of her sins,” he says: “I asked her for what end Je sus Christ
came into the world. She replied, To save sin ners.’ I then told her that Je sus
Christ was the same yes ter day, to day, and for ever; and that he never would
be more will ing to save her than he was at that mo ment. I ex plained to her
the plan of sal va tion, and showed her, that it was To him that wor keth not,
but be lieveth on him that jus ti fi eth the un godly, that his faith is counted
unto him for right eous ness.” He then con tin ues: “And now it is a duty
which God re quires you to be lieve in Je sus Christ, and in the truth of his
prom ise.” He adds: “While I was thus speak ing, she was seized in a strange
man ner, and it ap peared to me, and to those present, that she was dy ing. But
in a mo ment or two, she lifted up her hands and eyes to heaven, and cried
out, ‘glory be to God, I am healed, I am healed!’”

The next day the fol low ing con ver sa tion took place be tween her and an- 
other per son: “Well, what has the Lord done for you? Has he par doned your
sins?” “Yes, he has par doned my sins.” “How long have you been a mem ber
of the so ci ety?” “Three years.” “And do you not think you might have
known it sooner?” “Yes, in six days, had any per son showed me the way,”
— pp. 73-75.

Vis it ing a sick man, and af ter hav ing made some in quiries con cern ing
his health, he says: “But we are come more par tic u larly to in quire how your
mind is?” “Very bad, sir,” was the re ply. “What is the mat ter then?” “O, sir,
I am such a great sin ner.” “A great sin ner, are you?” “O, yes sir.” “Well, for
what did Je sus Christ die?” “For sin ners, sir; but I am —” “Stop, now; an- 
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swer my ques tions. You say Je sus Christ died to save sin ners. Did he not die
to save you?” “Yes sir.” “Well now, if he died to save you, should you not
praise him?” “Yes sir, but” — “Now stay my friend, just an swer my ques- 
tion. You ad mit that Christ died for you: then, I ask, should you not praise
him? Glory be to God, glory be to God. Come, my brother, join with me to
praise the Lord.”

In this way he drew the man away from his own feel ings to Christ. He
soon be lieved and was over pow ered with joy. — pp. 306, 307.

His son, the ed i tor of these Mem oirs, says of his fa ther — “He would of- 
ten put the per son who was ea gerly in quir ing af ter Christ, to read an ap pro- 
pri ate pas sage of Scrip ture, or verse of a hymn, telling him that he must try
to read for him self.” He adds: “If at the first read ing his heart did not take
hold of the truth, he would re quire him to read over the por tion more care- 
fully, again and again. In this way he has helped many a poor mourner over
the bar of un be lief.”

Again, he says: “At some ap pro pri ate turn of ex pres sion, he would stop
short the sor row ful and heavy-laden reader, look him in the face, and with
the feel ings of a de voutly melt ing heart, vis i ble in his eyes, show him what
was con tained in it, and his right to what his lips had now ut tered; and then
in the most per sua sive and af fec tion ate man ner, he would in quire if he did
not per ceive the mean ing and be lieve the gra cious truth con tained in the
words that had now dropped from his lips.”

“Thus,” adds his son, “many, ere they were aware, felt them selves gen tly
borne from the fear ful precipice of un be lief, and set down amidst the ocean
of re deem ing love.” — Pref ace, p. 13.

With out en dors ing ev ery sen ti ment set forth in these ex tracts, I may
safely as sert that they clearly prove the Old Methodist sys tem of deal ing
with in quir ing souls, iden ti cal, in all its main fea tures, with our Lutheran
sys tem. And I may add, that their pub lish ing these Mem oirs, im plies that
this same sys tem is, the o ret i cally at least, up to the present time, the sys tem
of the Methodist Epis co pal Church of this coun try. We come now —

V. To make a few ad di tional re marks con‐ 
cern ing the more prom i nent mis takes and
con se quences of this Anti-Lutheran sys tem.
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1. It con founds the in ward peace and con so la tions of be‐ 
liev ers, which fol low the knowl edge of par doned sin, and
which ac com pany a life of ho li ness, with the con di tions
of par don and ac cep tance.

A, when em brac ing Christ by faith, ex pe ri enced peace and con so la tion. The
Gospel soon as sures him that this is the priv i lege of ev ery be liever. He now
very eas ily, though very er ro neously, makes his ex pe ri ence a con di tion of
par don; or, which is the same thing, in cul cates it on the minds of oth ers, and
in sists on it, that no per son is par doned and ac cepted un til he ex pe ri ences
peace and con so la tion in his own soul.

2. It mis takes the na ture of par don.

Neigh bor A is pressed down un der a sense of sin and con dem na tion. He ob- 
tains a glimpse of the doc trine of jus ti fi ca tion by faith. He trusts in Christ.
His load is gone — he has rest and peace. He now con cludes that re moval
of this load from his con science, this in ward re lief, this peace and joy, is it- 
self par don. Par don is thus re garded as some thing pro duced in the soul, by
an act of the Holy Spirit.

I can not bet ter ex press this er ror, than by giv ing the re marks of a pre sid- 
ing el der of the Methodist church.

Speak ing in his ser mon of awak ened souls, he said: "Some per sons try to
com fort these souls by telling them, ‘only be lieve in Christ, and you shall
be saved — all shall be well.’

“But,” added he, “I tell you don’t lis ten to such com forters. Dig on, pray
on, un til the Holy Spirit comes down from heaven into your soul; and when
you have it, no one need tell you — you will know it your self.”

He con tin ued: “When I speak to you, you can hear my voice; and just so,
when the Holy Spirit speaks to your spirit, your spirit can hear his voice.
Just dig on, pray on, un til the Holy Spirit comes down from heaven into
your soul; then no one will need to com fort you.” And again, he re peated,
“Do not lis ten to such com forters.”

But this is not par don. Par don is an act of God, which takes place in the
court of heaven. It is cov er ing sin; blot ting it out; or re mov ing it from God’s
book. It is a de ter mi na tion or res o lu tion, so to speak, not to pun ish the sin- 
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ner; on the con trary, to treat him as though he had not sinned. It is not the
re moval of the bur den from the con science; it is not peace and joy. These
fol low the be lief of the doc trine of par don.

Par don granted to a crim i nal by a hu man tri bunal, is not? a feel ing pro- 
duced in the soul of that crim i nal. It is sim ply a de ter mi na tion not to pun ish
him; it is ab solv ing him from the mer ited penalty. It is an of fi cial act of the
court. Just such is our for give ness.

This par don, then, takes place when ever we com ply with God’s con di- 
tions of par don. Our busi ness is, there fore, to com ply with these con di tions,
and then trust in God’s prom ises, and never think about our feel ings.

3. It mis takes the ob ject of faith.

It as sumes that the thing to be be lieved is, that we feel in our souls that God
has par doned us. When ever Rev. W has con cluded that par don takes place
in the soul, then he can not avoid an other con clu sion, viz., that he must have
par don pre vi ous to be liev ing. There fore again, to carry out this sys tem, he
must hold that the thing to be be lieved is, that you feel in your own soul that
you are par doned.

With out wast ing time to re fute this er ror, I re mark —

4. That this sys tem leads into the folly of plead ing with
God for what he has al ready given.

You have re nounced your sins; you have re solved to obey God; you have
com mit ted your self to Christ as the Sav ior of sin ners. You are par doned and
ac cepted. But you la bor un der the er ror that you have no par don un til you
feel it in your soul. This you doubt. You con tinue to plead with God for par- 
don — for what is yours al ready by solemn prom ise.

Such per sons ought not to be urged to “pray on un til the bless ing
comes,” etc. Or, as a cer tain rep re sen ta tive of this sys tem, re sid ing in my
charge, said to an awak ened soul: — “Hold on, hold on; Je sus is com ing,
he’s com ing, he’s com ing.” What such per sons need is in struc tion. Fi nally,

5. This sys tem of ten drives per sons away from Christ,
and not un fre quently leads to in fi delity.
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We all preach the free ness of the sal va tion of God — God’s per fect will ing- 
ness, his deep anx i ety to save sin ners, to save all sin ners. We de clare that
God’s com pas sion is the com pas sion of a fa ther — yea, much more ten der
than that of an earthly par ent. That Christ stands wait ing to be gra cious — -
that “whoso ever cometh unto him shall in no wise be cast out,” etc.

How here is a true pen i tent. He re nounces his sins, he sub mits to God, he
is will ing to com mit him self to Christ for sal va tion. But you tell him, “plead
on;” “never give up the strug gle un til you get the bless ing;” and you pray,
“Lord, speak peace to his soul,” etc. He does “pray on,” day af ter day, and
night af ter night, for weeks and months; but the bless ing does not come. Fi- 
nally, he con cludes that par don is, af ter all, so dif fi cult to ob tain, that it is
use less for him to try any longer; or prob a bly that he is a non-elect. He is
kept or driven away from Christ. Or again, he con cludes, that what we
preach about God’s will ing ness to save is, af ter all, un true. Thus, from a
true pen i tent, he falls into in fi delity. It is the le git i mate fruit of this sys tem;
this soul de ceiv ing, soul-de stroy ing sys tem. Lord save us from such delu- 
sion!
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)

Ba sic Bib li cal Chris tian ity |
Books to Down load

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/103-gerberding-new-testament-conversions/
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The Small Cat e chism of Mar tin Luther
The es sen tials of faith have re mained the same for 2000 years. They

are sum ma rized in (1) The Ten Com mand ments, (2) The Lord’s
Prayer, and (3) The Apos tles’ Creed. Fa mil iar ity with each of fers great
pro tec tion against fads and false hoods.
The Way Made Plain by Si mon Pe ter Long

A se ries of lec tures by the beloved Twen ti eth Cen tury Amer i can
pas tor on the ba sis of faith.
Bible Teach ings by Joseph Stump

A primer on the faith in tended for new be liev ers. Rich in Scrip ture.
Chris tian ba sics ex plained from Scrip ture in clear and jar gon-free lan- 
guage. Many ex cel lent Bible stud ies can be made from this book.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

Es sen tial The ol ogy | Books to
Down load

The Augs burg Con fes sion: An In tro duc tion To Its Study And An Ex po- 
si tion Of Its Con tents by Matthias Loy

“Sin cere be liev ers of the truth re vealed in Christ for man’s sal va tion
have no rea son to be ashamed of Luther, whom God sent to bring
again to His peo ple the pre cious truth in Je sus and whose heroic con- 
tention for the faith once de liv ered o the saints led to the es tab lish ment
of the Church of the Augs burg Con fes sion, now gen er ally called the
Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church.”
The Doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by Matthias Loy

“Hu man rea son and in cli na tion are al ways in their nat u ral state
averse to the doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by faith. Hence it is no won der
that earth and hell com bine in per sis tent ef forts to ban ish it from the
Church and from the world.”

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/583-jacobs-luthers-small-catechism
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/190-long-the-way-made-plain/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/709-stump-bible-teachings/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/484-loy-augsburg-confession-introduction-exposition/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/171-loy-doctrine-of-justification/
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The Con fes sional Prin ci ple by Theodore Schmauk
Theodore Schmauk’s ex plo ration and de fense of the Chris tian faith

con sists of five parts: His tor i cal In tro duc tion; Part 1: Are Con fes sions
Nec es sary?; Part 2: Con fes sions in the Church; Part 3: Lutheran Con- 
fes sions; and Part 4: The Church in Amer ica.
Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith by Henry Eyster Ja cobs

A Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith has been ap pre ci ated by Chris- 
tians since its orig i nal pub li ca tion for its easy to use ques tion and an- 
swer for mat, its clear or ga ni za tion, and its cov er age of all the es sen- 
tials of the Chris tian faith. Two es says on elec tion and pre des ti na tion
are in cluded, in clud ing Luther’s “Spec u la tions Con cern ing Pre des ti na- 
tion”.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

De vo tional Clas sics | Books to
Down load

Ser mons on the Gospels by Matthias Loy. and Ser mons on the Epis tles
by Matthias Loy_

“When you feel your bur den of sin weigh ing heav ily upon you,
only go to Him… Only those who will not ac knowl edge their sin and
feel no need of a Sav ior — only these are re jected. And these are not
re jected be cause the Lord has no pity on them and no de sire to de liver
them from their wretched ness, but only be cause they will not come to
Him that they might have life. They re ject Him, and there fore stand re- 
jected. But those who come to Him, poor and needy and help less, but
trust ing in His mercy, He will re ceive, to com fort and to save.”
The Great Gospel by Si mon Pe ter Long and The Eter nal Epis tle by Si- 
mon Pe ter Long

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/104-schmauk-confessional-principle/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/109-jacobs-summary-christian-faith/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
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“I want you to un der stand that I have never preached opin ions from
this pul pit; it is not a ques tion of opin ion; I have ab so lutely no right to
stand here and give you my opin ion, for it is not worth any more than
yours; we do not come to church to get opin ions; I claim that I can
back up ev ery ser mon I have preached, with the Word of God, and it is
not my opin ion nor yours, it is the eter nal Word of God, and you will
find it so on the Judg ment day. I have noth ing to take back, and I never
will; God does not want me to.”
True Chris tian ity by John Arndt
The Ser mons of Theophilus Stork: A De vo tional Trea sure

“There are many of us who be lieve; we are con vinced; but our souls
do not take fire at con tact with the truth. Happy he who not only be- 
lieves, but be lieves with fire… This en ergy of be lief, this ar dor of con- 
vic tion, made the com mon places of the Gospel, the old, old story,
seem in his [Stork’s] ut ter ance some thing fresh and ir re sistibly at trac- 
tive. Men lis tened to old truths from his lips as though they were a new
rev e la tion. They were new, for they came out of a heart that new
coined them and stamped its own im press of vi tal ity upon them as they
passed through its ex pe ri ence…” – From the In tro duc tion

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/502-stork-sermons/
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