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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]

Please have pa tience with us when you come across ty pos. Over time we
are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you would like to
send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they are cor rected.
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Is rael And The Gen tiles

By the Rev. Henry I. Schmidt, D. D., New York.

A re view of and re flec tions on Is rael and the Gen tiles. Con tri bu tions to the His tory of the
Jews, from the ear li est times to the present day. By Dr. Isaac Da Costa, of Am s ter dam.
New York: Robert Carter and Broth ers, Broad way. 1855.

HIS TORY does not fur nish a more strik ing or im pos ing ev i dence of its
supreme con trol of hu man af fairs, in ac cor dance with its own will and in fin- 
itely wise pur poses, than we have in the ori gin, rise, growth, vi cis si tudes,
calami ties and fi nal dis per sion of the He brew na tion, the ob ject first of
prophecy and prom ise, next of won der fully glo ri ous ful fill ment, af ter wards
of ter ri ble de nun ci a tions, the ac com plish ment of which has been rolling
along with the lapse of cen turies; and noth ing can more sig nally con firm the
truth of sa cred his tory and prophecy than the record of Is rael’s na tional life
and death. The world does not con tain a more stu pen dous mon u ment of the
in fi nite power, wis dom and right eous ness of the di vine gov ern ment, than Is- 
rael’s dis tinct ex is tence among the na tions of the earth since the call ing and
em i gra tion of Abra ham (A. M. 2083: R. C. 1921), down to the present day;
a pe riod of 3778 years. This dis tinct ness of Is rael as a pe cu liar peo ple, at
one time en joy ing a na tional ex is tence con temptible or glo ri ous, at an other
in dis grace ful bondage to neigh bor ing na tions: now dwelling in peace and
plenty on the soil of promised Canaan, the tribes com ing up an nu ally from
far and near to the tem ple of the city of David; then de fy ing for years the
em bat tled forces of im pe rial Rome; and at length, af ter see ing the tem ple
burned, and Jerusalem laid waste, scat tered to the four winds of heaven, dis- 
persed among all the other na tions that dwell on the face of the earth; and
yet, al ways re main ing es sen tially one, a na tion sep a rate from all oth ers and
al to gether pe cu liar, re tain ing its own re li gion, in sti tu tions, rites, us ages, lan- 
guage and laws: this, we say, presents a phe nom e non so unique, so mar- 
velously sin gu lar, so en tirely un par al leled, that the man who, with the writ- 
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ings of the prophets be fore him, can not here dis cern the fin ger of God, and
rec og nize the di rect ing and con trol ling power of di vine Prov i dence, must he
af flicted with a de gree of men tal blind ness and ob tuse ness, to which no
amount of pity can bear any ap pre cia ble pro por tion. The na tional ca reer of
Is rael, their many ex tra or di nary vi cis si tudes, their de na tion al ized, but con- 
tin ued and per fectly dis tinct ex is tence, through eigh teen cen turies of op- 
pres sions and per se cu tions un equaled in the his tory of mankind, this phe- 
nom e non pos sesses all the at tributes of a stu pen dous mir a cle, that sets at
nought all hu man ex pe ri ence con cern ing the fate of na tions: a mir a cle so
strik ing that, while to us it is con fir ma tion strong of the truth of di vine Rev- 
e la tion, Our mod ern philoso phers are un der the most solemn obli ga tion to
their own avowed doc trines or prin ci ples, to dis be lieve it and ut terly to deny
that such a be ing as a Jew, to say nought of the Jew ish peo ple, ever ex isted.
Or is this one link in that chain of ne ces sity, of nec es sary se quence, which,
ac cord ing to mod ern philoso phers, can not be bro ken? Cer tainly hu man his- 
tory knows of noth ing else re motely re sem bling it.

The first em pire of which we read, with its vast, proud cap i tal, is gone,
and for some thou sand years no body knew where that cap i tal had stood, un- 
til it was re cently dug up again out of the sands of the desert. Baby lon, with
all of which it once was the mighty cen ter, is gone. The em pire of the
Medes and Per sians, with all its power and glory, is gone. Egypt can now be
found only in the mu se ums of Eu rope and Amer ica: it lives only in its
colos sal ru ins, its pyra mids, and its hi ero glyph ics which schol ars have only
within a few years past learned how to read and in ter pret. All that re mains
of that city, whose mer chants were princes, and whose com merce com- 
passed the world, is a few fisher-huts. Athens, the bril liant home of phi los o- 
phy, let ters and art; Sparta, the burly mother of a rugged race, mighty as a
school for war, and in its stern pa tri o tism, are the worn out themes of prize
po ems and of beard lesso ra tors at col lege com mence ments. To Rome, once
the world’s proud and bloody mis tress, noth ing is left save the an cient me- 
trop o lis it self and the cir cum ja cent coun try, wretch edly mis gov erned* by a
silly old priest, whilst of the great em pire it self, it would not even be true to
say, “stat no mi nis um bra:” the very shadow has flit ted away.

Of these na tions sev eral op pressed, some led cap tive, the He brews; the
last-named de stroyed their city, broke up their com mon wealth, and scat- 
tered the na tion to wan der home less over the face of the earth: they are
gone, whilst Is rael re mains. It is true, the Chi nese em pire, and the em pire of
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Japan claim to be some thou sands of years old; but they have been shut up
within them selves, and left to them selves by oth ers: no body has med dled
with them from with out: no body has con quered them, per se cuted or sought
to ex ile their peo ple. The Mon gol and Mand shu con quest of China can not
be taken into ac count here; for it left its pet ri fied cul ture and po lit i cal or ga- 
ni za tion un touched: — both em pires are noth ing but mum mies, em balmed
by a process which pre serves and per pet u ates a tor pid and slug gish or ga ni- 
za tion. But in the midst of this ever chang ing world, in which em pires, dy- 
nas ties and na tion al i ties are com ing on the stage, play ing their part, and
pass ing away, and con cern ing which the law of de cay and death is the only
law which al tereth not, the Jew ish peo ple have re mained — and re mained
the same. Their na tional ex is tence ter mi nated, their city and tem ple ut terly
de stroyed, the pop u la tion driven from its beloved soil, the He brews have,
ever since, been found a dis tinct and a pe cu liar peo ple, scat tered over the
whole face of the earth, dis persed among all na tions, un der go ing hard ships,
per se cu tions and suf fer ings, which would long since have ut terly ex ter mi- 
nated any peo ple, for whose preser va tion almighty power was not spe cially
pledged and ex erted. The his tory of such a peo ple, even with out any ref er- 
ence to the church of God and hu man sal va tion, would be one of pro found
in ter est. Of this his tory, we mean the his tory sub se quent to the dis per sion,
we have a spir ited and ex ceed ingly in ter est ing nar ra tive in the vol ume be- 
fore us. We de sign, if our space should per mit, to com mu ni cate in these
pages a va ri ety of other in ter est ing mat ter con cern ing the mod ern Jews; but
it will be our first duty to give an ac count of Dr. Da Costa’s ad mirable
work, and to present co pi ous ex tracts from its pages.

Since the com mence ment of the present cen tury a num ber of works of
con sid er able value and in ter est have ap peared, treat ing of the con di tion, po- 
lit i cal, moral and re li gious, of the Jews of our day; but they re fer ei ther to
par tic u lar lo cal i ties in hab ited by this peo ple, or to some spe cial af fairs con- 
cern ing them; and we know of no work which presents, like this, a com plete
his tory of the He brews, in their con nec tions with and re la tions to the gen- 
tiles, from the time of Moses down to the present day. This is the de sign of
the work be fore us.

“In my Lec tures on Jew ish His tory,” says the au thor, “which form the
ground work of this sketch, I have en deav ored to no tice es pe cially the re la- 
tions of my peo ple with all the na tions of the world, from the ear li est days
of their ex is tence to the present time; to re mark upon what the Gen tiles are
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for the Jews, ei ther as means of in struc tion or of chas tise ment, and what Is- 
rael has been, and still is, for the Gen tiles, ei ther as wit nesses to the truth,
and vic tims of their own un be lief, or as the peo ple kept apart, to im part
light and sal va tion to the Gen tiles.” — p. x. sq. Yet he dis avows ev ery pre- 
ten sion to his work be ing con sid ered a reg u lar his tory, or even an at tempt at
one.

“A uni ver sal his tory of the Jews in mod ern times, re lat ing to their wan- 
der ings, and en ter ing into the de tails of their man ners, cus toms, lit er a ture
and bi og ra phy, on the scale of Bas nage, but writ ten in a more cor rect and
in ter est ing man ner, with the ad di tional light which time and sci ence have
now thrown upon the sub ject, is still to be de sired. What is here brought
for ward, can only be con sid ered as the con tri bu tion of a stone to the build- 
ing; for we have but at tempted a glance into the chaos of ma te ri als, though
a glance hap pily di rected may, per haps, lead to a dis cov ery valu able to sci- 
ence, or the con fir ma tion of faith.”-p. x.

Surely there is no peo ple on earth, whose his tory, whose state and
prospects can pos sess a greater in ter est for Chris tians, than those of the
Jews, the ves sels by means of which the truth and wor ship of the true God
were pre served among men; the chan nel through which sal va tion came into
our world. And while, there fore, we fully agree with our au thor in re gard ing
a uni ver sal his tory of the Jews in mod ern times as a desider a tum, we would
fain hope that he will him self be in duced to un der take the vast la bor of sup- 
ply ing it. He pos sesses pe cu liar qual i fi ca tions for ex e cut ing the work in a
man ner most ac cept able and sat is fac tory to protes tant Chris ten dom. Him- 
self a de scen dant of one of those Jew ish fam i lies who, in the sev en teenth
cen tury, sought refuge in the Nether lands from the per se cu tions of Spain
and Por tu gal, he had, from his ear li est youth, made the his tory of his fore fa- 
thers an ob ject of med i ta tion and study; but it was the task of ex plor ing the
an nals of Is rael’s dis per sion and ex ile, that cap ti vated his heart and imag i- 
na tion. His ea ger search for the rea son why his peo ple con tin ued to be a na- 
tion, af ter hav ing lost all the req ui sites usu ally es sen tial to a na tional ex is- 
tence, led, through the grace of God, to his most de cided con ver sion to
Chris tian ity.

“More than a quar ter of a cen tury has now elapsed since the epoch
which de cided the fate of my whole life, and yet Is rael’s his tory, as writ ten
in the hook of books, or found in the scat tered records of their eigh teen hun- 
dred years of ex ile, has never ceased to oc cupy my thoughts, and to em ploy
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a por tion of my time. While en ter ing into the de tails of this won drous his- 
tory, I have dis cov ered more and more its per fect har mony with the dis pen- 
sa tions of God, and the dec la ra tions of his word; and the Jew ish na tion has
been brought to my view more strik ingly as an abid ing tes ti mony to the
truth of the Chris tian re li gion, a liv ing com men tary upon the Scrip tures, a
cer tain pledge of the en tire ful fill ment of prophecy.” — p. IX.

If to these brief per sonal no tices we add, that the au thor is a man of ex- 
ten sive and pro found eru di tion, and that he had ac cess to the most valu able
ma te ri als be long ing to his field of in quiry, it will, we think, be ev i dent that
he is a most com pe tent wit ness, one most likely to present the sub ject in a
man ner grat i fy ing and in ter est ing to protes tant Chris tians.

Pro found, in deed, and var ied is the in ter est of this sub ject. The re mote
an tiq uity of their ori gin, so firmly es tab lished by the tes ti mony of tra di tion
and his tory, that no can did mind for a mo ment ques tions it, alone con sti- 
tutes the He brew na tion an ob ject of the deep est in ter est.

“This peo ple is the only na tion that can, with cer tainty, trace its ori gin,
through one fam ily, to a sin gle in di vid ual.” “As chil dren of Abra ham,
guardians and con fes sors of the law of Moses and the pre dic tions of the
prophets, they bear, by a per sonal mark, the tes ti mony of their ge neal ogy, in
the or di nance of cir cum ci sion. As dis ci ples of Moses, they have now for
thirty-four cen turies raised the cry, ‘Hear, O Is rael, the Lord our God is one
God,’ and ev ery Sab bath day, even to the present time, Moses and the
prophets are read in their syn a gogues, in the same or der as when the Apos- 
tle St. James men tions the fact, eigh teen hun dred years ago, as al ready, in
his time, an an cient cus tom.” — p. 2.

The marks and fea tures of their ori en tal ex trac tion, which, al though nat- 
u ral ized for some thou sand years in the West, re main un changed, ren der
them ob jects of in ter est to those among whom they dwell. This in ter est is
en hanced by the con sid er a tion, that “they have ever been a peo ple of so- 
journ ers,” found, even long be fore the fall of Jerusalem, among all the other
na tions of the East, and since that event, dis persed among all the dwellers
upon the face of the earth; and yet, though as sum ing some thing of the char- 
ac ter of the peo ple among whom they dwell, pre serv ing a prin ci ple of unity,
stamp ing them ev ery where most un mis tak ably as de scen dants of one fam ily
and one fa ther. When to this is added, that “two pow er ful re li gions de rive,
though in a very dif fer ent man ner, their ori gin from the ex is tence of this
peo ple:” that both in the gospel of truth, and the im pos ture of the Ko ran, the
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fa thers of Is rael are rec og nized as the fa thers of their re spec tive faith: that in
both these creeds the prophets of Is rael are hon ored as men of God, and the
city of Jerusalem as a holy city, and that, not with stand ing this high an tiq- 
uity, and the pos ses sion of a his tory full of touch ing and sub lime in ci dents,
Is raelite has be come a term of re proach, a Jew a con temp tu ous ep i thet, both
among Mo hammedans and Chris tians: when we con sider the proofs which
they af ford of prophe cies ful filled, and the prospects which they have be- 
fore them in prophe cies still to be ac com plished, surely we have be fore us
an ob ject mar velous in its sin gu lar ity, im pos ing in its his tor i cal re la tions,
and ab sorbingly in ter est ing in all its var i ous as pects." What a theme for
anx ious con tem pla tion to the whole world, is the peo ple whose his tory
spreads over four thou sand out of the whole six thou sand years that con tain
the records of the hu man race! while even the mod ern part of it can be
traced back dur ing a pe riod of eigh teen hun dred years!

Were there now in ex is tence, even a sin gle in di vid ual who could, with
cer tainty, trace his pedi gree from one of the an cient Greek or Ro man fam i- 
lies, with what care and in ter est would such a cir cum stance be in ves ti gated,
as a liv ing rem nant of an tiq uity! And yet Is rael, the very Is rael whose an- 
nals ex tend to the most re mote pe ri ods of sa cred and pro fane his tory, still
re mains, not as a rem nant only, con sist ing of a few soli tary in di vid u als or
fam i lies, but the whole body of the peo ple still ex ists, scat tered over ev ery
part of our globe." — p. 4 sq.

Let us en deavor to present as con densed a view as pos si ble of the am ple
de tails, that fill up the an i mated pic ture set be fore us by our au thor. He is
not sim ply the nar ra tor of facts and events: with philo sophic acu men he
traces these to their sources, un folds their con nec tions, and points out their
re la tions to other his toric streams, and to fu ture de vel op ments and re sults.
In his por trai ture of char ac ter, and ex hi bi tion of the sep a rate scenes of the
great his toric drama which he rolls along be fore our eyes, he dis plays much
po etic ge nius and artis tic skill, while the whole per for mance is ir ra di ated by
that de voutly Chris tian spirit, which an i mates all his works.

Ev ery reader of Scrip ture knows, that it is in Egypt that Is rael, no longer
only a fam ily of which the in di vid u als can be named in a few min utes, as- 
sumes a po si tion of his toric im por tance. Al though it would be deeply in ter- 
est ing to present the views and ob ser va tions of our au thor upon the var ied
in flu ences ex erted upon the He brew na tion and the He brew mind by the
long so journ in Egypt, or to fol low him in his nar ra tive of the many vi cis si- 



13

tudes, suf fer ings and achieve ments of the Jews, down to the de struc tion of
Jerusalem, and in his brief, but spir ited ac count of the re mark able des tinies
of the Holy City, since the Ro man con quest, es pe cially un der the Cru saders,
and down to our day, we must pass all this by, and pro ceed at once to his
sec ond book, in which he first ex am ines the Tal muds, the Ma so rah and
Cab bala, and then re counts the his tory of the Jews in the East ern Ro man
em pire.

Not with stand ing the en tire de struc tion of Jerusalem, and the com plete
dis per sion of its in hab i tants, the Jew ish peo ple, though now with out me- 
trop o lis, with out tem ple, with out coun try, yet con tin ued a na tion. And the
first point to be noted here, is, the means em ployed by the prov i dence of
God, to ef fect the na tional preser va tion of Is rael, down to the present time.

A most im por tant in flu ence was here ex erted by their strict ob ser vance
of the cer e mo nial law, and es pe cially of the rite of cir cum ci sion.

“As dis ci ples of Moses, and chil dren of the prophets and sa cred writ ers,
they at all times and in all places car ried with them their Scrip tures in the
orig i nal lan guage; hand ing them down from gen er a tion to gen er a tion. They
tried to make amends to them selves for the loss of their city and tem ple in
var i ous ways, and man i fested afresh their re mark able per se ver ance of char- 
ac ter and in ge nu ity of mind, by the mea sures they took to form a com- 
pletely new cen ter of na tion al ity.” — p. 112 sq.

“Di rectly af ter the tri umph of Ti tus, the great coun cil of the Is raeli tish
Rab bins was es tab lished at Tiberias in Galilee. The school of scribes, in sti- 
tuted in that city, soon took the place of that Tem ple, whose restora tion has
never ceased to be the ob ject of their hopes and prayers.” Here was pro- 
duced “the Mishna, and even tu ally the Tal mud; the so called Oral Law re- 
duced to writ ing, ar ranged, com mented upon and ex plained; which be came,
in the course of a four cen turies, a com plete Di gest, or En cy clo pe dia of the
law, the re li gion and the na tion al ity of the Jews.”

It would be deeply in ter est ing to present here the views which our au- 
thor, him self once a Jew, but writ ing en tirely as an en light ened and de vout
Chris tian, ex presses re spect ing the Mishna and Gemara, and the judg ment
which he pro nounces upon the mon u ments of Is rael’s blind ness and hard- 
ness of heart; but, as we have a vast field to tra verse, we must has ten on- 
ward.

With the Tal mud, the Ma so rah and the Cab bala, a triple panoply of tra di- 
tion, the sons of Is rael en tered upon the many cen turies of their dis per sion,
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and, by its means, pre served their na tion al ity through the time of their deep- 
est hu mil i a tion and mis ery.

“The dis persed Jews, even be fore the fall of Jerusalem, had classed
them selves un der three des ig na tions. The Rab bins un der stand by the”Cap- 
tiv ity of the East," the re mains of the ten tribes; by that “of Egypt,” the Jews
un der the do min ion of the Ptolemies, par tic u larly those of Alexan dria; by
that “of the West,” the Jews dis persed over ev ery part of the Ro man em- 
pire." — p. 119. We re gard here only a twofold di vi sion into East ern and
West ern.

“Both in the East and West, but es pe cially in Eu rope, their his tory
records lit tle else than a con tin u a tion of mis ery, hu mil i a tion and de gen er- 
acy.” Yet we must not imag ine that the Jews fell at once into this con di tion.
His tory shows us that the judg ment of God upon great cities, con demned on
ac count of their sins, ad vances upon them slowly and by de grees, till the
time of its com plete ac com plish ment. It has been the same with the prophe- 
cies against re bel lious and un be liev ing Is rael. Be cause of their sins, (as they
them selves con fess at great length in their daily prayers, only omit ting the
great est of all sins — their re jec tion of the Sav ior) judg ment has come upon
them grad u ally, wax ing stronger and stronger, and ful fill ing more and more
ex actly to the let ter, the prophe cies of the Lord." — p. 119 sq.

In the Ro man em pire, down to the time of Con stan tine, the Jews were, in
gen eral, hon ored and dis tin guished, rather than de spised or op pressed. Even
when the Chris tians were suf fer ing un der bloody edicts, the Jews en joyed
fa vors and priv i leges. But with the con ver sion of Rome’s em peror to Chris- 
tian ity, a com plete re verse came over the con di tion of the Jews. They now
be came a con demned and per se cuted sect; and as the first pe riod of their
hu mil i a tion be gins at this epoch, we find them hence for ward vis i bly sink ing
into a state of con tin u ally pro gres sive op pres sion and mis ery. The gleam of
hope which shone upon them in the days of Ju lian the Apos tate, was now
quenched, and un der his Chris tian suc ces sors their con di tion grew worse
and worse. Both in the East ern and in the West ern em pire, em per ors and
bish ops vis ited them with dis abil i ties, op pres sions and per se cu tions. These
be came so se vere un der the gov ern ment of the em peror Justin, and the Code
of Jus tinian, that dur ing the reign of the lat ter, many re bel lions broke out
among his Jew ish sub jects — the dy ing throes of their na tional ex is tence;
and al ready in 530, a false Mes siah, named Ju lianus, arose, who was be- 
headed a year or two af ter, and his fol low ers dis persed. Af ter a num ber of
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other fear ful com mo tions, the Jews were, dur ing and af ter the reign of Jus- 
tinian, re duced, in the Greek em pire, to a con di tion in which even the last
ves tige of po lit i cal im por tance was lost. In the far East the Jews con tin ued
to en joy a de gree of com par a tive pros per ity, un til the tri umph of the Ko ran
swept all be fore it; and in the eleventh cen tury the dig nity of Resh-Glutha,
which is the proper ti tle of the Pa tri arch of Baby lon, ceased en tirely. In
Parthia, in Per sia, and in the Ara bian penin sula, pe cu liar cir cum stances and
affini ties had ob tained for the He brews many fa vors and priv i leges, and in
Ara bia, even Mo hammed smiled for awhile upon them; but as soon as they
de clared against him, they be came the es pe cial ob jects of his ha tred. He
called them very hard names, and treated them with great sever ity. Al- 
though af ter his time the Mus sul mans did not again ac tu ally per se cute the
Jews, they have ever since main tained a hos tile at ti tude to ward each other.

“Pop u lar ha tred and con tempt has ever been the por tion of Is rael un der
the cres cent, as well as the cross: as in Chris tian Eu rope, so in Mo- 
hammedan Asia and Africa, the Jew was com pelled to bear a dis tinc tive
mark in his gar ments — here the yel low hat, there the black tur ban.” —
p. 138

Yet it is well known that Mo hammed and Sara cen Mus sul mans, as well
as Ara bi ans, es teemed it a high honor to be de scended from Abra ham, and
that the fol low ers of Mo hammed re garded the Jew ish prophets, in clud ing
Is sah (i. e. Je sus) as holy men, Jerusalem as a holy city, Sinai as a holy
moun tain, and that "they look upon the val ley of Je hoshaphat as the spot
where Je sus, the Judge of the na tions, with Mo hammed at his side, will
judge the world, seated upon a stone, which the Mo hammedan points out to
the trav eler.

But a still closer con nec tion with the Tal mud and the Jew ish tra di tions,
has been of late found to ex ist in the Ko ran. It has long been a mat ter of dif- 
fi culty to rec on cile the un doubted marks of a bib li cal in flu ence in the com- 
po si tion of the Ko ran, with its au thor’s pal pa ble ig no rance of the real con- 
tents of the Bible. The kind of half-knowl edge it man i fests, both of men and
facts in the Old Tes ta ment, and of our Sav ior’s life in the New, has been at- 
trib uted to a sup posed in ti macy of Mo hammed with the his to ri ans. New
light, how ever, has been thrown upon the sub ject, since at ten tion has been
drawn to a per son who is en ti tled to a dis tin guished place in the bi og ra phy
of the founder of Is lamism. Warakha Ibn Na u fal was nearly re lated to
Kadisha, the first wife of Mo hammed. — An Ish maelite by birth, but dis- 
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gusted with the idol a try of his na tion and con tem po raries, he sought for a
purer faith, — first in the bo som of phar i saical Ju daism, and later, in the
deeply de gen er ate Chris tian ity of the East.

At last he at tached him self to Mo hammed, and soon ob tained con sid er- 
able in flu ence over the Prophet of Mecca and his doc trines. It is more than
prob a ble, that by Warakha Ibn Na u fal’s ac quain tance with the holy writ ings
of both the Jews and Chris tians, and also with the Rab bini cal tra di tions,
many cir cum stances were brought to the knowl edge of Mo hammed, which
sub se quently found their way, with more or less adul ter ation, into the Ko- 
ran. At least the Bib li cal leg ends of this sin gu lar book, are also to be met
with in the Tal mud and other an cient writ ings of the Jews. The Ko ran may
be looked upon, in some re spects, as a kind of ‘mil i tary Mishna.’" — p. 138
sq.

The fol low ing pages com mu ni cate much in ter est ing in for ma tion rel a tive
to the Jews who have, since the dis per sion, been met with be yond the
bound aries of ei ther the old Ro man or the Byzan tine Em pire, both in the
most re mote parts of the in te rior of Asia, and upon the coast of Mal abar.
The have room to no tice only the Jew ish pop u la tion, which has long ex isted
in the far-dis tant re gions of China. This colony was first dis cov ered by the
Je suits, in 1642, who met the Jews at Pekin. The care ful re search of French
Sa vans, par tic u larly of the Ori en tal ist, De Sacy, have led to the fol low ing
con clu sions re spect ing these Chi nese Jews.

“Be tween the time of Ezra and the de struc tion of the sec ond Tem ple,
Jews from Per sia em i grated to China, and es tab lished them selves in five of
the prin ci pal cities of that vast em pire. This is con firmed by the fact, that
the Chi nese Jews are well ac quainted with Ezra, whom they re gard with al- 
most as much ven er a tion as Moses, while they ap pear to be quite ig no rant
of the phar i saical tra di tions of the Tal mud. Their Per sian ori gin (prob a bly
by way of Chorazan and Samar cand) is at tested by the mix ture of Per sian
words in their lan guage. — The whole pop u la tion of the Chi nese Jews
sprang from seven tribes, or fam i lies, whose names… seem to be de rived
from those of the dif fer ent em per ors un der whom, at suc ces sive pe ri ods,
those fam i lies es tab lished them selves in China. To the first of these em i gra- 
tions we cer tainly can not as sign a later date than the early part .of the sec- 
ond cen tury be fore the birth of Christ.” — p. 144. “They do not pro nounce
the name of Je ho vah, but sub sti tute that of the Lord. They have no knowl- 
edge what ever of the name or his tory of our Sav ior.” — p. 145.
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In the West ern em pire, the con di tion of the Jews was ex ceed ingly de- 
plorable, af ter the con ver sion of the Ro man em per ors to Chris tian ity. The
Merovin gian line treated them with ex treme rigor, and in flicted upon them
the most galling dis abil i ties. But “un der the dy nasty of the Carlovin gians in
Prance, we find the Jews of the eighth and ninth cen turies en joy ing so great
a de gree of pros per ity, that the Romish bish ops took alarm, and thought it
nec es sary to en ter a protest.” The priv i leges granted them by Pepin le Bref
were greatly mul ti plied and ex tended by his il lus tri ous son, Charle magne,
whose en light ened pol icy ex hib ited, not with stand ing his zeal ous de vo tion
to Catholi cism, the es sen tial el e ments of protes tantism. His son and suc ces- 
sor, Louis le Debon naire, al though nar row-minded and big oted, con tin ued
to treat the Jews with benev o lence, and con ferred upon them nu mer ous and
most im por tant priv i leges. But a sad change was at hand.

“The po si tion of the Jews un der went an en tire change at the down fall of
the Carlovin gian dy nasty, which be gan to de cay af ter the death of Louis le
Debon naire. The in va sion of the Nor mans, who, in the lat ter years of the
reign of Charle magne, be gan to over run Eu rope, was partly the cause, and
partly the sig nal, for a com plete change of the whole state of things in that
quar ter of the world. The whole sur face of af fairs in Ger many and France,
and to a cer tain ex tent in Italy and Eng land also, was, (if we may so ex press
it) com pletely flooded, and its as pect from that time en tirely changed. An
age of bar barism spread over the whole face of Chris tian ity, [Chris ten dom?]
dur ing which the power of kings, the com mer cial pros per ity of na tions,
their in ter nal and ex ter nal means of com mu ni ca tion, and, in a word, all gen- 
eral peace and or der were in volved in one com mon ruin. Dur ing this age of
al most rev o lu tion ary an ar chy, the feu dal sys tem de vel oped it self. This strik- 
ing char ac ter is tic of the mid dle ages, the sole rem edy for so many ex ist ing
evils, be came so firmly es tab lished, that its re mains still ex ist, and con tinue,
though with a de creas ing power, to ex ert their in flu ence over the in sti tu tions
of the present time. To the Jews, this-new sys tem was in ev ery way in ju ri- 
ous. With the growth of the feu dal sys tem in Eu rope, the rise of the
Capetian dy nasty in France, and the es tab lish ment of the Duke of Nor- 
mandy on the throne of Eng land, com menced a pe riod of seven cen turies,
the time of the most cruel op pres sion and deep est de base ment which that
un happy na tion ever un der went.” — p. 154 sqq.

We can not pre tend to give even a sketch of the an i mated and deeply in- 
ter est ing nar ra tive which here fol lows in our au thor’s work. The per se cu- 
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tions and grind ing op pres sion which the Jews were made to suf fer dur ing
this long and dis mal pe riod, nec es sar ily tended to de grade their moral char- 
ac ter, which is here fully an a lyzed, and minutely por trayed. — The Nor- 
mans were con sti tu tion ally and on prin ci ple, the en e mies and op pres sors of
the Jews; but while they were dis tin guished for the exquisitely re fined cru- 
el ties which they prac ticed upon them, this un happy peo ple fared lit tle bet- 
ter in other Eu ro pean coun tries not un der the sway of the Nor mans. Many
of these op pres sions and cru el ties were, un doubt edly, prac ticed in di rect vi- 
o la tion of ex ist ing laws, which, how ever, were of lit tle avail to the Jew, in
the state of pub lic opin ion and feel ing that pre vailed in those ages. And, in- 
deed, “the laws them selves were but lit tle more le nient to the Jew. They ex- 
cluded him from ev ery dig nity which might raise his po si tion, and from ev- 
ery em ploy ment which might ame lio rate it. The Jews were de barred by law
from hold ing landed prop erty, from ex er cis ing any civil or mil i tary of fice,
and even from the right of cit i zen ship; while many hu mil i at ing obli ga tions
were im posed upon them. They were shut up within the nar row bounds of a
pe cu liar quar ter, of ten, as in many towns of Italy, and Rome in par tic u lar,
locked up at night like cat tle in a yard. Open marks of degra da tion were im- 
posed upon them, such as yel low clothes, peaked hats, and the like. In Bo- 
hemia, there was an edict is sued, pre scrib ing a pe cu liar man ner of hang ing
the Jews, in or der that a dis tinc tion might be made be tween their body and
that of the Chris tian crim i nal, who might share the same fate.” — p. 167 sq.

Ad mit ting that the Jews in curred this lam en ta ble fate, in con se quence of
their own na tional sins, and of their ob sti nate re jec tion of the Sav ior and his
gospel, this by no means jus ti fies those who vis ited them with treat ment,
which was no more in ac cor dance with the spirit of Chris tian ity, than it was
cal cu lated to win them from their per ti na cious ad her ence to their er rors to
the re cep tion of the truth and the pro fes sion of the gospel. But, what ever
sec u lar causes and hu man agen cies may have com binedly op er ated in the
pro duc tion of these re sults, noth ing is more cer tain than that these re sults
them selves were fore seen and dis tinctly fore told twenty-five cen turies be- 
fore, by the great He brew prophet and his to rian, Moses, in that re mark able
pas sage in the book of Deuteron omy (28:29), here cited by our au thor:

“And the Lord shall scat ter thee among all peo ple, from the one end of
the earth even unto the other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, which
nei ther thou nor thy fa thers have known, even wood and stone. And among
these na tions shalt thou find no ease, nei ther shall the sole of thy foot have
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rest; but the Lord shall give thee there a trem bling heart, and fail ing of eyes,
and sor row of mind; and thy life shall hang in doubt be fore thee; and thou
shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none as sur ance of thy life; in the
morn ing thou shalt say, would God it were even! and at even thou shalt say,
would God it were morn ing! for the fear of thine heart where with thou shalt
fear, and for the sight of thine eves which thou shalt see.” (Deut. 28:64-67.)

Who ever reads any full ac count of the Jews dur ing the mid dle ages, or
any ac cu rate de scrip tion of their con di tion on the Eu ro pean con ti nent in
more re cent times, can not fail to be struck with the fact, that they were
nowhere rec og nized as cit i zens, nowhere re garded as con sti tut ing a com po- 
nent part of the body politic: they were looked upon as in ter lop ers, barely to
be tol er ated, and ex pected to be thank ful for the min i mum of the most
shabby tol er a tion that could be ac corded to them: viewed thus, as in trud ers,
they were treated like some for eign sub stance that has got into the hu man
body, hav ing no vi tal con nec tion with its or gan ism, and to be en dured or
ejected, ac cord ing to cir cum stances; ac cord ing to the caprice of the per son
into whose sys tem it had in truded, or the de gree of in con ve nience or trou ble
of which it might be sup posed to be the cause.

Our au thor, hav ing given a gen eral view of this pe riod, and added a va ri- 
ety of in struc tive and prof itable re flec tions, pro ceeds to par tic u lars, and re- 
lates what be fell the Jews in the sev eral prin ci pal states of Chris tian Eu rope.
This co pi ous and deeply in ter est ing nar ra tive, in which we have not space
to fol low the elo quent his to rian, we com mend to the par tic u lar at ten tion of
our read ers. It con tains not only his tory, but spe cial ac counts of prom i nent
fam i lies, and most in ter est ing par tic u lars con cern ing em i nent men, dis tin- 
guished ei ther for learn ing or other im por tant mer its.

In Spain and Por tu gal the Jews passed through the most strik ing re- 
verses, en joy ing at one time the high est hon ors, at an other sub jected in dis- 
crim i nately to the most vir u lent and fe ro cious per se cu tions, es pe cially at the
hands of that ruth less mon ster, the In qui si tion: here flour ished their most
em i nent schol ars, among whom was the cel e brated Mai monides, of whom a
very full ac count is given: here they most suc cess fully cul ti vated the sci- 
ences, and even dis tin guished them selves in po lite lit er a ture; and from here
other parts of Eu rope, be sides Africa, re ceived them in great num bers, when
the In qui si tion, un der the sav age ad min is tra tion of Torque mada, ex pelled
them from Spain. Me quote here the fol low ing ap pro pri ate ob ser va tions of
our au thor, in con nec tion with this mat ter:
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"In the year 1570 the doc trines of the Ref or ma tion ap pear to have been
com pletely crushed in Spain, and the per se cu tions of the In qui si tion again
turned against the con cealed Jews or Mo hammedans. This tri bunal ex erted
it self with less suc cess, and ap par ently with far less zeal, to erad i cate in fi- 
delity and the teach ings of the French philoso phers, than it had used in its
ef forts to crush the protes tant faith. And how could it be oth er wise? when
su per sti tion and in fi delity, whether they al low it or not, are so closely al- 
lied! The Sad ducees and Phar isees agreed to cru cify our Sav ior, and to per- 
se cute his wit nesses and dis ci ples. A warn ing of deep mo ment in these our
days!

The short-sighted ha tred of the In qui si tion had rather con verted the Ju- 
daism of Spain into a fes ter ing wound in the body of the na tion, than ef fec- 
tu ally com bated or up rooted it. The unity thus ob tained was only in ex ter- 
nals, while in se cret the Jew ish re li gion was prop a gated with a sys tem of
dis sim u la tion which could not but ex er cise a most per ni cious in flu ence on
char ac ter, and be come the source of most re volt ing blas phemies against
God and our Lord Je sus Christ. Unan i mous tes ti mony is borne, both by
Jew ish and Span ish writ ers, to the fact, that there is scarcely a fam ily of
note in Spain or Por tu gal, which is not de scended, ei ther in the male or fe- 
male line, from Jews who had em braced Chris tian ity by con vic tion or from
other mo tives.

Is it, then, sur pris ing that the re li gion their fa thers had pro fessed for so
many ages, should pos sess great at trac tions for their de scen dants, while
placed in the midst of a church whose idol a try and saint-wor ship the Is- 
raelites was as much jus ti fied in con demn ing, as he was wrong in re ject ing
the suf fer ing Sav ior, who had been fore told by his own prophets? — When,
in ad di tion to this, there sprung from the midst of the Pa pacy, and flour ished
in Spain, a sect whose doc trines in cul cated ‘men tal re serve,’ ‘sim u la tion,’
and ‘hypocrisy,’ in mat ters of re li gion, is it won der ful that the Jews of Spain
should also have had re course to rab bini cal sub tleties to rec on cile an out- 
ward pro fes sion of Chris tian ity with an in ward love and se cret per for mance
of the Mo saic wor ship? Hence arose the fear ful evils which are said yet to
ex ist in Spain, posts of dig nity in the church, the priest hood, and the clois ter
oc cu pied by men who in heart are Jews, and who meet at stated sea sons to
mourn over and ab jure their out ward pro fes sion of the Romish faith, and to
curse, with fear ful im pre ca tions, the mem ory of Fer di nand and Is abella. No!
it is ‘not by might nor by power’ that Is rael’s con ver sion will be brought
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about, ‘but by my Spirit, saith the Lord,’ the God of Is rael, his Re deemer.’"
— p. 862 sqq.

Yes: Is rael has in deed been most per sis tently ob sti nate in re fus ing to ac- 
knowl edge Je sus of Nazareth as the promised Mes siah, and in re ject ing the
covenant of grace set forth and of fered to a per ish ing world, in the gospel.
From the his tory be fore us, and from the bet ter and more en cour ag ing ex pe- 
ri ences of more re cent days, we are to learn, that nom i nal Chris ten dom is
doubt less, to a very great ex tent — to what ex tent, it would be most ap- 
palling to es ti mate — ac count able for Is rael’s ob sti nate con tin u ance in their
bondage to er ror and su per sti tion. The sword, the rack, the fag got, and a
thou sand other means of tor ture and death, are sad and worse than use less
in stru men tal i ties for the con vic tion of the mind, and the con ver sion of the
soul.

Had Chris tian gov ern ments and those who pro fessed to be min is ters of
Christ, ever since Con stan tine’s pro fes sion of Chris tian ity, ap proached the
Jews in the same spirit and man ner in which Christ him self and his apos tles
la bored for their con ver sion, who may ven ture to say what might, have been
the glo ri ous re sult, not only among the Jews them selves, but through them,
among other peo ple? Since Chris tian na tions have changed their treat ment
of the Jews, a great change has taken place among them as re spects their
views of Chris tian ity, and great num bers have em braced, and con tinue to
em brace the gospel; and, al though the pol icy so long pur sued to ward them
has served to raise their prej u dices and su per sti tion to a state of al most in- 
flex i ble in vet er acy, yet we see, in this coun try and else where, that the to tal
change in their ex ter nal cir cum stances and their re la tions to Chris tian com- 
mu ni ties and gov ern ments, has ef fected a mar velous change in their views
and feel ings rel a tive to the Chris tian faith and church. When we con sider
that they ei ther have ob tained, as here, or are ob tain ing, as in Eu rope, equal
rights and priv i leges with their Chris tian fel low-cit i zens; nay, when we re- 
gard the promi nence which they have at tained, of late, in many Eu ro pean
coun tries, in the most im por tant re la tions, pur suits and in ter ests of the state,
may we not hope that, un der God’s bless ing, the en light ened and Chris tian
pol icy thus pur sued to ward them, will, as it has al ready mea sur ably done,
more and more draw them out of the strongholds and away from the en- 
trench ments of their su per an nu ated and ef fete faith, to the green pas tures
and still wa ters of di vine grace in the gospel, and from the bondage of their
su per sti tion to the glo ri ous lib erty of the chil dren of God?
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Our au thor’s his tory of the Jews in Spain and Por tu gal, is a nar ra tive of
pro found, of ten most painfully thrilling in ter est: scarcely less in ter est ing is
the ac count of their ex pe ri ences and fates in the coun tries to which, when
ex pelled from the penin sula, they fled, or which their brethren had in hab ited
for cen turies. The au thor’s ac count of “The Jews and the Ref or ma tion:” of
Sab bathai Sevi, their false Mes siah in the East: of the Jews in Italy, Hun- 
gary, Rus sia and Poland; of the Sab bathaism de rived from the false Mes siah
be fore men tioned: of a num ber of Jews, who have, of late years, ac quired
high dis tinc tion in Ger many and else where, and of other kin dred sub jects,
will be found re plete with most im por tant and valu able in for ma tion. The di- 
men sions to which this ar ti cle has grown make it nec es sary that we should
de fer the com mu ni ca tion promised at the be gin ning, of a va ri ety of mat ters
con nected with the mod ern his tory of the Jews, to some fu ture day. Mean- 
while we again com mend to our read ers the valu able work be fore us: it is
rich in var ied and most in ter est ing in struc tion: the pro duc tion of a mas ter-
pen, it is writ ten in a most at trac tive and fas ci nat ing style, tol er a bly well
ren dered in the Eng lish trans la tion: none can rise from its pe rusal with out
de riv ing from it the most sub stan tial profit and pro found de light.
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present.
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majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)
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tians since its orig i nal pub li ca tion for its easy to use ques tion and an- 
swer for mat, its clear or ga ni za tion, and its cov er age of all the es sen- 
tials of the Chris tian faith. Two es says on elec tion and pre des ti na tion
are in cluded, in clud ing Luther’s “Spec u la tions Con cern ing Pre des ti na- 
tion”.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.
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Ser mons on the Gospels by Matthias Loy. and Ser mons on the Epis tles
by Matthias Loy_

“When you feel your bur den of sin weigh ing heav ily upon you,
only go to Him… Only those who will not ac knowl edge their sin and
feel no need of a Sav ior — only these are re jected. And these are not
re jected be cause the Lord has no pity on them and no de sire to de liver
them from their wretched ness, but only be cause they will not come to
Him that they might have life. They re ject Him, and there fore stand re- 
jected. But those who come to Him, poor and needy and help less, but
trust ing in His mercy, He will re ceive, to com fort and to save.”
The Great Gospel by Si mon Pe ter Long and The Eter nal Epis tle by Si- 
mon Pe ter Long
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“I want you to un der stand that I have never preached opin ions from
this pul pit; it is not a ques tion of opin ion; I have ab so lutely no right to
stand here and give you my opin ion, for it is not worth any more than
yours; we do not come to church to get opin ions; I claim that I can
back up ev ery ser mon I have preached, with the Word of God, and it is
not my opin ion nor yours, it is the eter nal Word of God, and you will
find it so on the Judg ment day. I have noth ing to take back, and I never
will; God does not want me to.”
True Chris tian ity by John Arndt
The Ser mons of Theophilus Stork: A De vo tional Trea sure

“There are many of us who be lieve; we are con vinced; but our souls
do not take fire at con tact with the truth. Happy he who not only be- 
lieves, but be lieves with fire… This en ergy of be lief, this ar dor of con- 
vic tion, made the com mon places of the Gospel, the old, old story,
seem in his [Stork’s] ut ter ance some thing fresh and ir re sistibly at trac- 
tive. Men lis tened to old truths from his lips as though they were a new
rev e la tion. They were new, for they came out of a heart that new
coined them and stamped its own im press of vi tal ity upon them as they
passed through its ex pe ri ence…” – From the In tro duc tion

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.
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