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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]

Please have pa tience with us when you come across ty pos. Over time we
are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you would like to
send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they are cor rected.
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John Arndt.

By John G. Mor ris.

Among these il lus tri ous char ac ters, none of post-ref or ma tion celebrity, de- 
serves higher ad mi ra tion than John Arndt. None has re ceived more. “His
praise is in all the churches.” “He was a good man and full of the Holy
Ghost, and much peo ple was added to the Lord.” His name, at least, is fa- 
mil iar to all Luther ans, and the ti tle of one of his books is well known; but it
re quires only a slight ac quain tance with his char ac ter, to cher ish for him the
most pro found ven er a tion.

Early Train ing

Nine years af ter the death of Luther, John Arndt saw the light of the world.
The 27th of De cem ber, 1555, was his na tal day, and Bal len stadt, in the
Grand Duchy of An halt, the place of his birth. His fa ther was a cler gy man
who en joyed the uni ver sal es teem of the godly, for his own godly de port- 
ment and truly Chris tian spirit. But John Arndt had a mother also; not only
a fe male par ent — all chil dren have that, but a mother, who was no less ad- 
mired than her hus band for her hu mil ity and piety. She was re garded as an
or na ment of that most re spon si ble sta tion, a pas tor’s wife. Though poor in
goods, and ex tremely lim ited in pe cu niary re sources, they felt them selves
rich in the pos ses sion of their in fant son, and in tes ti mony of their grat i tude
to Heaven, they gave him the ex pres sive name of John; that is, the Lord is
gra cious.

This was ver ily a Chris tian fam ily. These pi ous par ents knew that upon
their train ing of this lit tle im mor tal would de pend, in a great mea sure, his
re li gious char ac ter, and con se quently his use ful ness in the world, and hence
at the very ear li est pe riod, they com menced that course of Chris tian in struc- 
tion and dis ci pline which will al ways in sure the bless ing of Heaven. They
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have set an ex am ple of con sci en tious fi delity and un wea ried zeal in the re li- 
gious ed u ca tion of their child, which was sanc tioned of God, and which
may be safely im i tated by oth ers. It need scarcely be men tioned, that they
re garded his re li gious cul ture as the most im por tant, and ac cord ingly they
em ployed ev ery ef fort at a very early pe riod to de velop the spir i tual char ac- 
ter of their dar ling boy, and grad u ally to el e vate his un cer tain hopes and
fears to an en light ened, liv ing and heart-felt faith. They con sid ered it un de- 
ni ably cer tain that re li gion must be deeply rooted in the soul in or der to
con trol the life, and that where this prin ci ple is sound and ac tive, its salu tary
in flu ence would be ex hib ited in ev ery act of the man. If that be once se- 
cured, there need be no painful anx i ety about any thing else. “Seek ye first
the king dom of God and his right eous ness, and all other things shall be
added to you.” This dec la ra tion of our Lord was prop erly ap pre ci ated by
them. They knew no higher grat i fi ca tion than to con duct their cher ished son
in the way of right eous ness and truth. By fer vent prayer, ju di cious in struc- 
tion and holy ex am ple, they in stilled into his soul the prin ci ples and love of
the gospel, and were happy in ob serv ing their pi ous ex er tions blessed of
God. The mother, of course, as it should be in ev ery fam ily, un der took the
ear li est train ing of the child. She was em i nently qual i fied for the of fice
Would that all fe male par ents were moth ers to their chil dren, in this most
ex alted sense!

What was the re sult of this course of Chris tian in struc tion? “From a
child he knew the scrip tures.” In his ear li est years he be came prac ti cally
and in ti mately ac quainted with his Sav ior; from a child he was a true be- 
liever. He could have said with Bax ter of a later pe riod, “that he could not
re mem ber the time when he did not love God.” Thus it would be with ev ery
child prop erly trained by Chris tian par ents. Chris tian ity is de signed to save
us from our very birth, and there is no ne ces sity that we should be gross,
prac ti cal sin ners, or grow up to a cer tain age in re bel lion against God, be- 
fore we can be come truly pi ous. Who will limit the op er a tions of the Holy
Ghost? Who will set bounds to the sanc ti fy ing en ergy of di vine truth?
Hence the ques tion, whether chil dren of ten der years can be con verted, is
en tirely su per flu ous and nu ga tory.

When young Arndt was sent to school he dis tin guished him self as one of
the most stu dious of the pupils. He united an un wea ried in dus try to a most
re ten tive mem ory, and a ready com pre hen sion to an un usual fa cil ity for ac- 
quir ing knowl edge. He was en dowed with ex tra or di nary gifts of mind and
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heart. “The child grew and waxed strong in spirit, and in creased in wis dom
and years, and in fa vor with God and man.” The mother — so mother like
— cher ished the pleas ing hope of once see ing her son ar rayed in the cler i cal
robes of his fa ther, and of salut ing him as a faith ful min is ter of Christ. But
they were poor, and how could they fur nish the means of sup port ing him at
the Uni ver sity? The fa ther soon af ter died. The widow was bowed to the
earth. The son was left with out a fa ther’s care or coun sel, and the fu ture was
dark. But their fears were ground less. God has said he will be a fa ther and
helper to the widow and or phan. The hearts of sev eral benev o lent per sons
were in clined to wards this des o late lit tle fam ily. Means for pros e cut ing his
ed u ca tion were fur nished to young Arndt, and such a ben e fi ciary as he was!
so hum ble, so godly, so dili gent, so self-deny ing, so mod est; he may well
serve as an ex am ple to that class of re cip i ents of the church’s char ity.

But alas! for the mother’s hopes, her son de cided to de vote him self to
the study of medicine. Though dis ap pointed, yet she did not de spair. As she
well knew, that de sire and in cli na tion for a pro fes sion are es sen tial con di- 
tions of its happy and suc cess ful pros e cu tion, she re solved not to op pose
any ob sta cle in the way of his choice, and much less to per suade him, per- 
haps con trary to his in cli na tion, to study the ol ogy. She still cher ished the se- 
cret hope of see ing her ar dent wish ful filled. She had some ground for this
hope. His fa vorite books were the Bible, the writ ings of Luther, Bern hard,
Tauler, Thomas i. Kem pis, and other pi ous au thors. The can di date for med i- 
cal hon ors was, af ter all, a dili gent reader of the works of pi ous di vines. His
sub se quent nu mer ous writ ings give un equiv o cal ev i dence of their com- 
mand ing in flu ence on his opin ions, and even his style.

At Helm stadt, Wit ten berg, etc.

Thus, with out in the re motest de gree in tend ing it or an tic i pat ing it, did
Arndt in the most ef fec tual man ner pre pare him self for the sa cred pro fes- 
sion to which he sub se quently de voted him self with all his heart. “The Lord
reigns.” His pre vi ous de ter mi na tion to study medicine was changed by a re- 
mark able cir cum stance which Prov i dence em ployed to di rect him in the
way which had been marked out for him. He was brought nigh to death by
sick ness. All hope of re cov ery was aban doned. Yet the suf ferer prayed most
fer vently. To his fre quent and ar dent prayers, he added the most solemn
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vow, that if God would re store him, he would thence forth con se crate all his
gifts and strength to him in the ser vice of the church. His sup pli ca tion was
heard. His vow was ac cepted. He re cov ered as by a mir a cle. The vow was
ful filled, and Arndt gave him self up ex clu sively to his new vo ca tion. His
ear lier stud ies were re newed with dou ble dili gence, and in 1576, at the age
of twenty-one, he en tered the Uni ver sity of Helm stadt. Here he was a pat- 
tern of piety to all around him; he re sisted all the temp ta tions, which as- 
sailed him. His con duct was so ex em plary, that his pres ence re buked the un- 
godly. The voice of blas phemy was silent when young Arndt ap proached.
The heart of piety was cheered when he en tered the so cial cir cle. His fa- 
vorite recre ation was in struc tive con ver sa tion with in ti mate friends. He de- 
lighted also in the con tem pla tion of na ture around him, the hid den pow ers
and won ders of which he stud ied with zeal. We are not, how ever, to pre- 
sume that he be longed to that class of melan choly Chris tians, who de cry ev- 
ery en joy ment of life, even the most in no cent, and be lieve that a de jected
coun te nance and a stern de meanor are es sen tial fea tures of Chris tian ity. So
far from fa vor ing this fa nat i cal view in his be hav ior, he was re garded by his
in ti mate friends as the most cheer ful of them all. He how ever care fully
avoided those plea sures which are en joyed with out God, or rather against
God, and hence he passed his whole Uni ver sity life with out even in a sin gle
in stance hav ing pur chased any en joy ment at the ex pense of con science.

From Helm stadt he went to Wit ten berg, well fur nished with sci en tific
learn ing and a rich trea sure of prac ti cal ex pe ri ence. The hal lowed mem ory
of the great re former, Luther, still threw a mag i cal lus tre around this school.
An ad di tional at trac tion was the fact that re cently a new corps of pro fes sors,
who breathed the spirit and taught the the ol ogy of Luther, had been re cently
ap pointed. Among these was the cel e brated the olo gian Poly carp Lyser, at
that time only, twenty-five years of age.

Thence Arndt pro ceeded to Stras burg, where he pur sued his the o log i cal
course with dili gence, un der teach ers dis tin guished for their eru di tion and
tal ents. He af ter wards stud ied at Basel, where he gra tu itously read some
lec tures on Nat u ral Phi los o phy, Ethics and Elo quence, to a pri vate class of
friends. He also lec tured with great ap pro ba tion on the epis tle of Paul to the
Ro mans. Here he be came the pri vate tu tor of a young Pol ish no ble man.
This en gage ment not only aided him in the pay ment of his ex penses, but it
was also em ployed by Prov i dence to fur nish him with an ad di tional ev i- 
dence that the Lord gives his an gels charge over us, and pre serves us in all
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our ways. One day as he was walk ing with his pupil on the banks of the
Rhine, Arndt ac ci den tally fell into the wa ter, and be ing un able to swim,
would have been drowned, if the Pole had not rushed in and dragged him
out by the hair of his head.

Arndt was twenty-seven years of age be fore he con ceived him self qual i- 
fied to mount “that aw ful place, the pul pit.” He even then hes i tated, and de- 
ter mined to de vote him self for some time to the pro fes sion of teach ing, and
re garded this as a step ping stone to the min istry, be liev ing that af ter he had
fed the lambs of Christ, he would be bet ter fit ted to lead the whole flock
into the rich pas tures of his word. He was soon called an as sis tant preacher
to Baden born, in An halt, in con nec tion with his of fice as teacher. Many of
his pupils, in af ter years, thank fully ac knowl edged Arndt’s pi ous in struc- 
tions, next to the grace of God, as the means of bring ing them to a knowl- 
edge of the truth. He most in dus tri ously and con sci en tiously dis charged his
du ties as a teacher, for he re garded noth ing in the world so im por tant as the
early train ing of chil dren in the truths and ways of re li gion. He re mem bered
and ex pe ri enced the blessed re sults of his own mother’s in struc tions on his
youth ful heart. He very prop erly held that if Chris tian ity is to be main tained
in its full vigor in the world, we can not be gin too early to in still its prin ci- 
ples into the mind. He de voted his best en er gies to this duty, and ex tra or di- 
nary suc cess at tended his labors. He was not in tim i dated by dif fi cul ties, nor
dis heart ened by ap par ent want of suc cess. He per se vered with out weari ness,
un til he had ac com plished the de sired end. As a preacher, he must have
been pop u lar with the pi ous, for when he was af ter wards called to Quedlin- 
burg, some of the peo ple of Baden born, which was not far dis tant, were
among his hear ers, when ever he preached. Arndt was of Luther’s opin ion,
that no one should be come a preacher who had not for some time be fore
been a teacher, and learned sim plic ity among sim ple pupils. In later years,
when he be came su per in ten dent of schools at Celle, he thank fully ac knowl- 
edged the good ness of God, which in early life had in vested him with the
of fice of teacher, that he might gain per sonal ex pe ri ence, and thus be bet ter
pre pared to dis charge his du ties.

Mar riage with Anna Wag ner
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His mar riage with Anna Wag ner, the daugh ter of a judge in Eisleben, was
the great event of this pe riod of his life. She was in all re spects well suited
to him; mod est, pi ous, in tel li gent and ac tive as a Chris tian, he con sid ered
him self blessed in the pos ses sion of such an in es timable trea sure.

His Char ac ter As A Preacher

We feel strongly tempted thus early in our sketch of Arndt, to de lin eate his
char ac ter as a preacher, for his char ac ter as such was de vel oped in the very
be gin ning of his min is te rial ca reer. That a man like Arndt should be most
con sci en tious, faith ful and dili gent, may well be pre sumed. In these re spects
he may well serve as a model to all his cler i cal brethren. In all his of fi cial
ser vices he acted on the well es tab lished prin ci ple that he who as a
preacher, teacher, or par ent, or in any other re la tion, wishes to ex ert a happy
in flu ence on oth ers, must above all, be gin the work in him self. He very
prop erly thought, that as a preacher, Christ should be formed in him self be- 
fore he was qual i fied to rep re sent him in his real char ac ter to his hear ers. He
was fur ther con vinced that he him self must most dis tinctly know the way of
the truth be fore he could safely guide oth ers into it, and that he could never
suc cess fully com bat the en emy of souls as long as he him self was held
bound by him; and fi nally, that he could not op pose the vices of the times, if
he him self did not keep free from them. Be fore he un der took to feed the
flock over which the Holy Ghost had made him an over seer, he most deeply
im pressed on his mind the words of the apos tle; “Take heed to thy self.” He
knew no bet ter means of as cer tain ing the char ac ter of his own heart, and at
the same time of qual i fy ing him self for his Chris tian as well as pas toral
call ing, than the pure word of God. Hence he daily and dili gently stud ied
the scrip tures, that he might con stantly im prove in the knowl edge of God
and of him self. He al ways com menced his bib li cal read ing with prayer. He
well knew that the cir cum stance which gave such im pres sive ness to the
preach ing of the apos tles, and spread abroad their in flu ence so ex ten sively,
was the ex em pli fi ca tion of the truth which they preached, in their own lives,
and the prac tice of the virtues which they com mended to oth ers. The apos- 
tles could with out hes i ta tion say, “be ye fol low ers of us, and mark them
which walk so,” as ye have us for an ex am ple; hence, that he might not
him self be a cast away whilst preach ing to oth ers, and not be a stum bling



13

block in the way of the truth, he aimed first above all things at the king dom
of God and his right eous ness, and laid it down as an in vi o lable rule, not
only to preach prac ti cal ser mons in the pul pit, but also and par tic u larly to
preach by his own ex am ple.

He be stowed the most care ful at ten tion on the prepa ra tion of his ser mons
and other pub lic dis courses and it was only in cases of ex treme ne ces sity
that he preached with out first hav ing de voted much study to the sub ject. It
was with ex treme im pa tience that he heard some men, proud of their pre- 
sumed ac quire ments, boast of be ing able to preach with out spe cial prepa ra- 
tion. His prac tice was very dif fer ent. Be fore he ever sketched the plan of his
ser mons, he sought by dili gent read ing of the scrip tures and fer vent prayer,
to ac quire a proper frame of mind, and vividly to de pict to him self the truth,
which he con ceived most ap pro pri ate to his hear ers at the time. The grand
de sign of all his dis courses was to build up his hear ers on the foun da tion of
the apos tles and prophets, Je sus Christ be ing the chief cor ner stone. In or der
to pre pare their hearts for the re cep tion of this faith, he re garded noth ing
more im por tant and nec es sary, than to lead them to a knowl edge of their
own fallen con di tion, and to awaken in their hearts a sense of their cor rup- 
tion by na ture and prac tice. He very prop erly main tained that so long as a
man does not feel him self to be a griev ous sin ner be fore God, he can not ap- 
pre ci ate the bless ing of sal va tion through Christ, and will not ac cept of him
as a Re deemer. Then, af ter he had con vinced the sin ner of his per sonal
guilt, and hum bled his proud heart, he opened the trea sure of the gospel,
and demon strated to the pen i tent, that though our heart con demn us, yet
God’s grace is greater than our heart, and that if we con fess and for sake our
sins, he is faith ful and just to for give us, and to cleanse us from all un righ- 
teous ness. Hence, there is no con dem na tion to them that are in Christ Je sus,
by whom we have ac cess by faith into this grace, and re joice in hope of the
glory of God. It was not a dead, in ac tive faith that he preached, but a liv ing,
prac ti cal god li ness. He vin di cated the claims of the moral law with ex tra or- 
di nary power. He taught with Paul, “that deny ing un god li ness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righ teously and godly in this present world.”
The con sol ing doc trines of rec on cil i a tion through Christ, and of jus ti fi ca- 
tion by faith, did not serve in his hands as a soft and lux u ri ous cush ion for
the un easy con science to re pose on, but he in sisted stren u ously on moral
ref or ma tion, self-de nial, a daily growth in grace, and the rigid prac tice of all
the Chris tian virtues, as the only sure ev i dence of a hearty ac cep tance of
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these doc trines. He in veighed se verely against those for mal Chris tians who
vainly imag ined that a heart less rep e ti tion of cer tain forms of prayer and
well ar ranged words was suf fi cient, and who de pended solely on their pro- 
fes sion of faith and mem ber ship in the church. No less im pres sively did he
re buke the sins and vices of the day. He did not come to preach the gospel
“with wis dom of words,” but to de clare the un cor rupted mes sage with all
sim plic ity. He proved it to be the power of God — a light that shineth in a
dark place — a ham mer that breaketh the rock in pieces — a sword that di- 
vides asun der the soul and spirit. To those who de sired to be Chris tians
with out re pen tance and ho li ness, his preach ing ap peared se vere, and they
took no plea sure in hear ing him. They hard ened their hearts against his
faith ful ad mo ni tions. Those, on the other hand, who earnestly sought sal va- 
tion, felt the power of the truth, and heard him will ingly.

As A Pas tor

He did not re gard his of fice as pas tor as less im por tant than that of preacher.
As of ten as time and cir cum stances al lowed, he vis ited the mem bers of his
con gre ga tion, and em braced ev ery op por tu nity of do ing them good in pri- 
vate. He was in de fati ga ble in rec on cil ing those who were at en mity, in rous- 
ing the luke warm, re mind ing the care less of their duty, en cour ag ing the dis- 
heart ened, cheer ing the dis con so late, in struct ing the ig no rant and re buk ing
the per verse. The poor and needy he aided to the ex tent of his abil ity. In this
work of mercy, he was es sen tially aided by his wife, who ob tained food and
cloth ing for the des ti tute and sick, vis ited the poor fam i lies of the church,
and in ter ested oth ers in their be half.

The chil dren of the church, par tic u larly, claimed much of his at ten tion
and care. Con fir ma tion was, at that time, not gen er ally prac ticed, al though it
had been in tro duced into Pomera nia by Dr. Bu gen hagen, in 1534, and hence
there was, prop erly speak ing, no in struc tion given to can di dates for that an- 
cient but then ob so lete rite. Still, he was most in dus tri ous in his cat e chet i cal
in struc tion of the young, and these lessons were also at tended by many of
riper years.

In this spirit Arndt la bored for nearly seven years in Baden born, and the
bless ings of his min istry sur vived him so long, that even at this late day, the
de scen dants of his parish ioners re vere his mem ory not only as a dis tin- 
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guished ser vant of God, but as hav ing been the pas tor and preacher of their
an ces tors. These seven years were the hap pi est of his life. It is true, that
even here some un pleas ant cir cum stances oc curred to in ter rupt his per fect
hap pi ness, but on the other hand his do mes tic fe lic ity was a full com pen sa- 
tion for all his trou bles. The af fec tion ate con cern of his wife in all his labors
and tri als, her pro found sym pa thy in all his sor rows and suc cesses, was a
con stant source of the purest en joy ment. Fi nally, how ever, a ter ri ble storm
gath ered and broke over his head with tremen dous vi o lence. It ter mi nated
sadly. The pi ous, meek, in of fen sive and use ful John Arndt was not only de- 
posed from his pas toral of fice in Baden born, but was even ban ished from
the duchy of An halt. He had com mit ted no heinous of fense against God or
man, but merely main tained the rights of his con science in an af fair of
church dis ci pline, and re fused to sub mit to the tyran ni cal and per se cut ing
edict of his gov ern ment in the abo li tion of the an cient cer e mony of ex or- 
cism.

Ban ish ment

In or der to have a proper un der stand ing of this sin gu lar af fair, and of the nu- 
mer ous con tro ver sies which grew out of it, it is nec es sary, briefly, to con- 
sider the his tory of the times. — The pe riod was one of great ex cite ment in
a po lit i cal as well as in a re li gious and ec cle si as ti cal re spect. We shall con- 
fine our ob ser va tions to the church. It will be re mem bered that the light of
the glo ri ous gospel, through the in stru men tal ity of the il lus tri ous Luther,
had shone over the whole of Ger many, and had awak ened a new ec cle si as ti- 
cal life, the in flu ence of which the most luke warm could not re sist. But
where there is much light, there is much shadow. This new born ac tiv ity
brought out vast dif fer ences and va ri eties of re li gious con vic tions and
views, which alas! too soon de gen er ated into vi o lent con tro ver sies and mu- 
tual ac cu sa tions of heresy. It is well known that even dur ing Luther’s life- 
time, some dis con tented and liti gious spir its had oc ca sioned the most ac ri- 
mo nious dis sen sions, and sowed the seeds of dis cord among the peo ple. As
long as Luther him self held the rud der with a firm grasp, and steered the
ship of the church, the dan ger was not so great, for he was a mas ter pi lot,
and could nav i gate the storm tossed ves sel into a safe and peace ful har bor,
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but no sooner had he him self en tered the haven above (Feb. 18, 1546,) than
the tem pest burst forth fear fully from ev ery quar ter.

Now fol lowed one of the most un promis ing pe ri ods of all mod ern
church his tory. The the o log i cal war raged with ter ri ble sever ity, not only be- 
tween the Luther ans and Re formed, but the most bit ter dis sen sions arose in
the bo som of the Lutheran church it self. The peace of the church was se ri- 
ously threat ened, and the most fear ful ap pre hen sions were en ter tained of an
open rup ture. All the friends of or der and har mony felt the ur gent ne ces sity
of putting a stop to this lam en ta ble con di tion of things. Some of the Princes
of Ger many of fered their aid in the work of restor ing peace to the dis tracted
church. But the no ble and pi ous Au gust, Elec tor of Sax ony, par tic u larly ex- 
erted him self to rec on cile the con tend ing par ties. Af ter many fruit less at- 
tempts to ac com plish his laud able pur pose, he at last or dered sev eral
learned and dis tin guished di vines to pre pare the cel e brated For mula of Con- 
cord, which was com pleted in 1577. The work aimed at two ob jects: first, to
check the con tro ver sies in the Lutheran church, and to har mo nize the views
of the olo gians; and sec ondly, to re fute the opin ions of the Re formed church,
par tic u larly in ref er ence to the Lord’s Sup per. It how ever ac com plished this
ob ject very im per fectly. On the other hand, it orig i nated new con tro ver sies
and widened the breach in stead of clos ing it. A ma jor ity of the coun tries of
Ger many will ingly adopted this For mula, as a faith ful ex po si tion of their
doc tri nal views, and awarded to it the dig nity of a church con fes sion of
faith. Oth ers, and among them the duchy of An halt, of which Arndt was a
sub ject, ob sti nately re sisted the re cep tion of it, partly on the ground that the
peo ple were al ready strongly in clined to the doc trine of the Re formed party.
Not with stand ing this op po si tion, the Elec tor Au gust had it pub lished in con- 
nec tion with the other con fes sions of the Lutheran church, and it first made
its ap pear ance in Dres den, in 1580, un der the ti tle of the Evan gel i cal Book
of Con cord, just fifty years af ter the de liv ery of the Augs burg Con fes sion.

This was the sig nal for fresh and vi o lent provo ca tion and dis sen sions.
The Re formed felt them selves much ag grieved, and raised a loud out cry
against it, be cause it se verely han dled and con clu sively re futed their pe cu- 
liar the o log i cal doc trines. In some coun tries the princes now openly em- 
braced the con fes sion of the Re formed. This roused the Luther ans to the
high est pitch of ex cite ment, and the mu tual dis like of the par ties was car ried
to a fear ful ex tent. This blind zeal led to the em ploy ment of most un righ- 



17

teous means to gain the vic tory, and to the use of the most abu sive and dis- 
grace ful lan guage.

This custom has always been reckoned by our church among the 

_adiaphora_, or things _non essential_, about which every man 

may exercise his private judgment. No controversy would ever 

have risen on the subject, and the practice would have been 

peacefully abolished if the Reformed had not violently opposed 

it on _doctrinal_ grounds which the Lutheran divines regarded 

as erroneous. As an ancient church _custom_, the latter were 

willing to abolish it, but as _significative_ of the doctrine 

of innate depravity, many defended it. Exorcism was nothing 

more than a _significant declaration_ of the spiritual 

captivity of the infant in the kingdom of Satan (for a bodily 

possession of the devil was never thought of.) The language of 

the formula, "I adjure thee thou unclean spirit," etc., etc., 

has indeed an imperative tone, but it is to be taken in the 

sense of a prayer to God against the influence of the spiritual 

enemy of the baptized infant. 

What was Arndt to do in this case? to yield against his con vic tions,
merely for the sake of bread? Never; and even if all the clergy in the coun- 
try suc cumbed, as they af ter wards re ally did, it was im pos si ble for him to
aban don his prin ci ples. He ad hered to his po si tion un change ably, and con- 
tin ued to prac tice ex or cism. What would be the re sult of his re fusal, Arndt
could an tic i pate very well from what had be fore oc curred. Few can have a
proper con cep tion of his feel ings in this predica ment. Even if for him self he
could en dure the sever ity of his lot, in be ing de prived of his of fice, and the
only means of sup port, what were his feel ings when he looked on his wife,
who would share his suf fer ings, and on his con gre ga tion, to which he was
at tached with all his heart, but which would in this event, be left des ti tute
and for saken? His de voted Anna did not be tray, by the slight est word, any
dis sat is fac tion with her hus band’s course. She was not only too re fined and
sym pa thiz ing, but she had too much faith and courage, and be sides, had too
high an es ti mate of the value of re li gious con vic tion and free dom of con- 
science, to com plain of the stand he took. We may con ceive that a sep a ra- 
tion from his of fice and con gre ga tion would be the most painful sac ri fice he
could make. But should these mi nor con sid er a tions lead him to deny his
con vic tions and pur chase these ben e fits at the ex pense of con science? No;
and though still heav ier storms should burst over his head, and the fu ture
should be dark as mid night, yet he was firmly re solved to en dure ev ery
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thing, that Prov i dence might please to lay upon him. Arndt res o lutely took
his stand; the threats of the prince could not move him. He wrote a dec la ra- 
tion on the sub ject of ex or cism, and sent it to the prince. He makes known
his un al ter able de ter mi na tion not to yield, but en treats his sov er eign to deal
ten derly to wards him. But John George was un re lent ing, and on the 24th of
Sep tem ber John Arndt was de posed from of fice, and ex iled from his coun- 
try. His fate was de cided, but he sub mit ted to it with calm ness. A mind like
his, fast an chored on the im mov able rock, which is Je sus, could not be vi o- 
lently shaken by any tem pest, nor could any thing dis turb his Chris tian
seren ity and in ward peace with God.

The first in tel li gence of this event fell like light ning from a clear sky on
his con gre ga tion, and sent, as it were, an elec tric shock through ev ery heart.
Though there was some ex pec ta tion of the cir cum stance, yet when it re ally
hap pened, the re port was as tound ing. The oc ca sion pre sented an op por tu- 
nity of tes ti fy ing the ex alted es teem, in which he was held by the peo ple.
The con gre ga tion rose as one man, and pe ti tioned the prince most fer vently
to re move the sen tence of de po si tion from their beloved pas tor. The prince
was im mov able, and they were com pelled to yield to their se vere des tiny.

Who would sup pose, that there were men ca pa ble of fill ing the cup of
sor rows with worm wood and gall, which was al ready bit ter enough for poor
Arndt. But he was even now in a most try ing man ner to ex pe ri ence the fate
of so many great men who are most li able to be mis rep re sented and en vied.
For it was not only his op po nents in the Re formed church, not yet sat is fied
with his ban ish ment and fall, but even some of his for mer col leagues, who
per haps in this way could best si lence the voice of their own con science,
and pal li ate their in con stancy and un faith ful ness be fore the world, sought in
a most dis hon or able man ner to ex cite dis trust in him, and to rep re sent his
char ac ter in the worst pos si ble light. Some re garded his con duct in this af- 
fair as the re sult of an un yield ing and self ish ob sti nacy; oth ers sought to dis- 
cover in it the ef forts of an ec cen tric char ac ter to ren der him self no to ri ous;
still oth ers de cried it as the abor tion of an un timely and unchris tian zelo- 
tism,and fi nally, oth ers pitied him as a well-mean ing but weak minded fa- 
natic, who did not know nor un der stand his own in ter est. Some, doubt less,
in these mod ern days of ul tra lib er al ism, will be dis posed to cen sure Arndt
for his in flex i ble per se ver ance in main tain ing his prin ci ples, and his pref er- 
ence of ex ile to sub mis sion. But let it be re mem bered that it was an af fair of
con science, and he was not the man to ac com mo date his con science to the
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caprices of a per se cut ing gov ern ment. The ques tion is not, whether ex or- 
cism is a scrip tural or even a laud able rite, but whether any civil au thor ity
has the right of in ter fer ing with the re li gious con vic tions of any man? Arndt
in res o lutely vin di cat ing his po si tion, and suf fer ing ban ish ment rather than
aban don it, car ried out the prin ci ples of gen uine protes tantism, whilst (he
prince who ex iled him, dis played the per se cut ing spirit of the pa pacy, and
vi o lated all the rights of pri vate judg ment and of con science, which the Ref- 
or ma tion has se cured to us.

Ex ile — Quedlin burg.

Com pelled to yield to the man date of power, aban doned and as sailed of
men, pro scribed and ex iled, de posed and house less, Arndt seized the pil- 
grim’s staff, and like Abra ham, de parted from his coun try and his friends,
with out know ing what course to take, or where to lay his head. But his
mind was at ease. His God did not for sake him, though he was given up of
men. He soon re ceived two calls at the same time; one to Mans feld,and the
other to Quedlin burg. Here also he most faith fully dis charged the du ties of
his of fice. His tri als were nu mer ous; whilst he was ex ceed ingly beloved by
the pi ous, he en coun tered se vere op po si tion from a dif fer ent class of per- 
sons. A reg u lar war of per se cu tion was waged against him. He was made
the tar get of dis grace ful at tacks by those, who felt the force of his faith ful
re bukes of their sins. We do not know a man, who has been more un re lent- 
ingly per se cuted than Arndt. Wher ever he la bored he en coun tered the most
shame ful op po si tion and the most dis grace ful slan ders. Sa tan seems to have
had a par tic u lar dis like of him, and he roused his emis saries to the most vi o- 
lent at tacks against this ser vant of the Lord. The en emy oc ca sion ally tri- 
umphed for awhile, but he was soon again van quished, and Arndt con- 
quered glo ri ously. His be hav ior amid all these se vere tri als was saint-like.
None but a man who daily held the clos est com mu nion with God, and who
breathed the very spirit of his Di vine Mas ter, could have en dured such re- 
peated and ag gra vated in sults. The de tails of them, which we have not room
to give, are most sick en ing, and yet it is re fresh ing to be hold this man of
God sus tain ing him self nobly by faith, and dis play ing a mar tyr firm ness,
while the flames of per se cu tion were rag ing around him.
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The oc cur rence of the plague at Quedlin burg, in 1598, which in one year
car ried off three thou sand per sons, af forded him the best op por tu nity of giv- 
ing the most un equiv o cal proof of his of fi cial fi delity and self-sac ri fic ing
spirit. Dur ing its con tin u ance, he was con stantly em ployed in the in fected
sick rooms of his friends and en e mies. He of ten lit er ally crept into the
mean est hov els, where the pesti len tial odor was so hor ri ble, that the oc cu- 
pants could scarcely en dure it, and wher ever he found dead bod ies, he had
them buried, ac com pa ny ing them to the grave-yard him self. Be sides this, he
preached ev ery day, in ad di tion to de liv er ing many fu neral dis courses. And
yet for all this ex tra or di nary la bor, he re ceived no ad e quate ac knowl edg- 
ment. On the con trary, he was cru elly ca lum ni ated, and his mo tives mis rep- 
re sented.

About this time he pub lished his first book, en ti tled Icono graphia, or,
the ori gin, use and abuse of im ages in the old and new Tes ta ments. He
wrote this book against the ec cle si as ti cal changes in An halt, in which he
showed that the an cient us age of bow ing at the men tion of the name of Je- 
sus, and of mak ing the sign of the cross, should be re tained.

Dur ing Arndt’s res i dence at Quedlin burg, he be came ac quainted with a
youth, then only fif teen years of age, but who af ter wards rose to a lofty em- 
i nence in the the o log i cal world. It was John Ger hard, the cel e brated
Lutheran di vine. Young Ger hard at trib uted his con ver sion, un der God, to
Arndt, and over af ter, they lived on the most fra ter nal and in ti mate terms.

Bruns wick and Po lit i cal Strife

Arndt’s next field of op er a tion was the city of Bruns wick, which, dur ing his
res i dence there, was most vi o lently ag i tated by po lit i cal strife. The
Brunswick ers were in open re bel lion against their Grand Duke, who, how- 
ever, fi nally sub dued his re frac tory sub jects, af ter bom bard ing the city for
twenty-one days, and in un dat ing it by damming up the river which runs
through it. The his tory of these times is very in ter est ing, but our lim its will
not al low us to dwell on them at length. The clergy were al most nec es sar ily
mixed up with the po lit i cal broils that raged vi o lently among the peo ple.
Arndt could not re main neu tral. He rather in clined to the side of the gov ern- 
ment, al though he did not apol o gize for its wrongs. He de nounced its op- 
pres sive mea sures, whilst he ex horted the peo ple to sub mit to the right ful
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sov er eign. There were hor ri ble ex cesses prac ticed in Bruns wick. Many cit i- 
zens were most cru elly put to death. Su per sti tion lent its aid to add a sav age
fe roc ity to the mode of ex e cu tion, but Arndt did all in his power to mit i gate
the suf fer ings, and com fort the hearts of the vic tims of po lit i cal ran cor and
gov ern men tal per se cu tion.

True Chris tian ity

The year 1605 was an im por tant and de ci sive one for Arndt. He was now
fifty years of age. Al though he had pre vi ously pub lished a small book, yet
now prop erly speak ing, be gins his ca reer as a writer and au thor. He en tered
a field of ac tive use ful ness, in which for over two cen turies, and for mil- 
lions of per sons, he has been a sub stan tial bless ing, and will con tinue to be
so un til the end of time. The first of his “six books on true Chris tian ity” was
pub lished.1 This world-renowned work con tains a se ries of week day ser- 
mons, preached by him. It has for its spe cial ob ject, as Arndt him self ex- 
presses it, to lead Chris tians from a dead to a liv ing[^cqX] faith; from a
mere sci en tific knowl edge of Chris tian ity, to the real prac tice of faith and
god li ness; to show them what gen uine Chris tian life is, and to teach them
the mean ing of the apos tle’s lan guage, “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me.” As re gards the sen ti ments and style of the work, Arndt’s pre vi ous as- 
cetic train ing was plainly dis cernible. Not only were the spirit of Tauler,
Kem pis, and Bernard to be rec og nized, but even their modes of ex pres sion
and shades of thought. If ever any man was com pe tent to write on true
Chris tian ity, that man was John Arndt. It had be come his very life; it en- 
tered into the very cen ter of his own ex pe ri ence; it was an es sen tial part of
his be ing, and hence it was only nec es sary to let the mouth ut ter that, of
which the heart was full. We need not be sur prised that this book, at its first
ap pear ance, met with un di vided ap pro ba tion and an ex ten sive sale. It was
prop erly re garded as the first book of de vo tion in the protes tant church, and
soon es tab lished for it self the char ac ter of a mas ter piece of un per ish able
value. The prac ti cal writ ings of Luther, Bu gen hagen, Lorenz and Sarcenes
were mostly writ ten in Latin, and were lim ited to min is ters or pro fes sors;
hence the peo ple had no de vo tional book, prop erly so called, un til the pub li- 
ca tion of the first book of Arndt on true Chris tian ity. It was not long be fore
its fame was spread through out all Eu rope, and to this day it is ac com plish- 
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ing its work of bless ing and mercy in undi min ished vigor. In all Eu ro pean
cir cles of pi ous Chris tians, it con tin ues to be the chief de vo tional book. It
has led mil lions to a knowl edge of the truth; a count less num ber of the un- 
godly to re pen tance; thou sands of luke warm be liev ers to Chris tian ac tiv ity,
and af forded com fort and re fresh ment to a host of the weary and heavy
laden. With out hes i ta tion, next to the Bible, no book can be more prop erly
rec om mended to those seek ing ed i fi ca tion, than Arndt’s True Chris tian ity.

Op po si tion to True Chris tian ity

We are not to sup pose that the book met with no op po si tion. It en coun tered
the sever est and most de nun ci a tory crit i cism, even from some of the clergy.
They were en vi ous and em bit tered at its pop u lar ity. They took ad van tage of
ev ery of fen sive ex pres sion, and con demned the book with ve he ment zeal.
One party con demned him for be ing too or tho dox, and for try ing to bring
the peo ple un der the iron yoke of a spir i tual despo tism, and the rod of a pa- 
per Pope, by which they meant the sym bol i cal books of the church, and the
other party, the blind zealots of a churchly or tho doxy, who made True
Chris tian ity and true Lutheranism to con sist in in flex i ble party forms and
fixed phrases, de nounced him and his book for not be ing suf fi ciently
churchly. Al though he had now three times pub licly sworn to ad here to the
sym bol i cal books, and in all his preach ing and writ ings had zeal ously main- 
tained the Lutheran faith to its fullest ex tent, yet these men charged him
with de fend ing prin ci ples which were di rectly ad verse to the Lutheran the- 
ol ogy, when all his tory shows that he was a more con sis tent Lutheran than
they. The most su per fi cial ex am i na tion of his book shows that their ac cu sa- 
tions were false. It is true that, how ever strong his at tach ment to the doc- 
trines of the church was, yet it was a mat ter of in fin itely greater mo ment to
him to be purely pi ous than merely or tho dox (nicht nur recht gläu big son- 
dern recht gläu big). He as cribed ev ery thing in and af ter con ver sion, ex clu- 
sively to the di vine grace, and ac knowl edged no other right eous ness of life
than that based on a right eous ness of faith. Hence faith and god li ness were,
in his mind, two ideas so in ti mately as so ci ated, that he could never think of
them as sep a rated, as he him self tells us, where true faith ex ists, there is
Christ, for Christ and faith are not di vided. Where Christ is, there is also his
life, for Christ and his life are never di vided. Where the life of Christ is,
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there is pure love, for the life of Christ is noth ing but love. Where the love
of Christ is, there is the Holy Ghost. Where the Holy Ghost is, there is the
king dom of God. If a man has one he has all; if he fails in one he has none.
If then Christ dwells, lives and works in you, all the good you do is not
yours, but it is the king’s who dwells in you, so that you must not as cribe it
to your self, nor do you de serve any thing on ac count of it, for it is not yours,
but. ev ery thing that is good comes from God in us, etc., etc. This in ti mate
con nec tion of faith with new ness of life, he did not promi nently hold forth
ev ery where in his writ ings, for as he says in a let ter to his friend Pis ca tor,
whose opin ion he re quested on his True Chris tian ity, he did not write only
for those who made no pre ten sion to con ver sion,but for those es pe cially
who pro fessed to be Chris tians, but who led im moral lives. Hence, it was
not his de sign to en gage in ex ten sive dis cus sions on the na ture of faith, but
to write against the unchris tian con duct of those, who loudly pro fessed the
true faith, but de nied it in their works.

Whilst Arndt was com pelled to en dure these at tacks from var i ous par- 
ties, he re ceived not only from Pis ca tor, in Jena, a very fa vor able opin ion of
his book, but from many other places, the most un equiv o cal tes ti monies of
the good, which the book had ac com plished. Many learned men even, and
princes of high dis tinc tion, thanked him for it, and ur gently re quested him
to pub lish the re main ing parts of the work. This greatly en cour aged him,
but of what avail was all this? He was still ve he mently as sailed by the the- 
olo gians. His own col league, Deneke, was more vi o lent, in his op po si tion
than all the other zealots. He even em ployed the pul pit to warn the peo ple
against the dan ger ous doc trines taught by Arndt. He in vaded Arndt’s do- 
mes tic sanc tu ary in his ra bid re proaches, and as sailed the char ac ter of his
wife. Arndt tells us, that if God and his con science had not sup ported him,
this treat ment would have oc ca sioned his death, or at least, thrown him into
a vi o lent fever.

It is not to be won dered at, that un der such cir cum stances, in stead of
pro ceed ing at once to pre pare and pub lish the re main ing books of True
Chris tian ity, three or four years should have elapsed be fore they ap peared.

Un der this melan choly con di tion of things, one would sup pose that he
would have ac cepted a call to Haller stadt with joy, which he re ceived about
this time, if with no other view than to es cape his per se cu tions and vex a- 
tions in Bruns wick. The call was sub se quently re newed, and he fi nally ac- 
cepted it, but the coun cil of Bruns wick would not grant him an hon or able
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dis mis sion, and pos i tively re fused him per mis sion to leave the city. He con- 
sented to this abridg ment of his lib erty, and yielded with out a mur mur.

The op po si tion to his book con tin ued with un abated vi o lence. He some- 
times even feared that the ex cited vul gar pop u lace, who had been led to de- 
cry him as a fa natic, and who held all god li ness in abom i na tion, would lay
vi o lent hands on him, and put him to death. His solemn avowal, that he
never wrote any thing con trary to the teach ings of the sym bol i cal books, was
of no ef fect. He writes to Pis ca tor,

“I would with joy sub mit to ban ish ment, that I might es cape this wretched con di tion of
things, if I did not fear that the cause of re li gion would suf fer by it, for any one can eas ily
imag ine the ef fect of the ban ish ment of a the olo gian on ac count of a false sus pi cion of re li- 
gious er ror.”

He con tin ued to re ceive con grat u la tions on his book from var i ous places,
but con sid er ing the out ra geous as saults made on him, these con grat u la tions
were like a few drops of honey in a ves sel of gall. He was sur rounded by
im pla ca ble en e mies; he ev ery where felt him self un der re straint, on ac count
of the un founded sus pi cion the peo ple cher ished of his or tho doxy; he was
not on friendly terms with a ma jor ity of his col leagues; even the sup pres- 
sion and al ter ation of some ob jec tion able pas sages in the new edi tion of his
book, did not sat isfy them; they still de nounced him as the old syn er gist,
and seemed de ter mined not to cease their heart less per se cu tions. He wrote
thus com plain ingly to his young friend, John Ger hard:

“I am pri vately and pub licly as sailed by the most cruel slan ders, I am branded with sus pi- 
cion be fore the com mon peo ple, and I pre sume they are anx ious to get rid of me. I have not
had a happy day since you were with me, two years ago. If I re ceive no other call, I shall
re tire to some place, per haps to Eisleben, and live a re tired life. Re ally, the world is be com- 
ing too un godly. I never would have be lieved, ei ther, that there were such mis chievous,
wicked men among the olo gians.”

Call to Eisleben

How much more wisely, in the opin ion of some men, Arndt would have
acted two years be fore, if he had res o lutely in sisted on go ing to Hal ber stadt,
(for the coun cil must have yielded) and if he could have fore seen all the
hor rors of the long siege, and all the suf fer ings aris ing from his in ces sant
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per se cu tions, which were in prepa ra tion for him, who knows, if he would
have al lowed him self to re main? But per haps he was spe cially des tined to
en dure such se vere suf fer ings, that from his own ex pe ri ence he might be the
bet ter qual i fied to com fort oth ers in the re main ing books of True Chris tian- 
ity. These books were ar dently longed for by many pi ous per sons. Some of
them begged the priv i lege of hav ing them tran scribed, for it was known
they were writ ten, so im pa tient were they to read them. So great was his
pop u lar ity among that class of per sons, that in di vid u als even of rank, trav- 
eled one hun dred miles to see the man and en joy his so ci ety for a short
time. But Arndt was far from be ing happy at Bruns wick, with all these ev i- 
dences of re spect from strangers. How ever, a more fa vor able change than
he ex pected, awaited him, and this was his call to Eisleben. He de ter mined
to go and preach the gospel in the birth and death place of Luther. The Bur- 
go mas ter of Bruns wick, and a large num ber of church mem bers ex erted
them selves to in duce him to change his de ter mi na tion. He would not yield.
The Brunswick ers al lowed him to leave their city with out pay ing him all
the salary due him, and he was af ter wards com pelled to de mand it by law.
This was dis cred itable to the church, and yet, on the other hand, tes ti mo ni- 
als of the high est char ac ter were given him by the town coun cil and some of
the clergy.

He was most cor dially wel comed at Eisleben, and it may well be con- 
ceived how grate ful to his feel ings all this was, af ter his se vere per se cu tions
at Bruns wick, which he never vis ited again. He felt like one who in a dream
had been at tacked by sav age beasts in a dark for est, but who on awak ing,
finds him self se cure. He here again sub scribed the sym bol i cal books in the
pres ence of the Prince and many other dis tin guished per sons. He was not
only pas tor of St. An drew’s church, but was also a mem ber of the con sis to- 
rium, or coun cil of min is ters, it was not, how ever, Arndt’s lot to en joy many
days of un clouded sun shine, and he was again called on to ex pe ri ence that
“the af flic tions of the right eous are many.” A de posed col league named
Wolf, oc ca sioned him un speak able trou ble, but the Lord knows how to
bring the coun sels of the un godly to nought. In Count Mans feld, and in the
gen eral su per in ten dent, Dr. Schleuss ner, he found the warm est and most in- 
flu en tial friends and de fend ers.

His nu mer ous friends and dis tin guished pa trons now im por tu nately
urged him to pub lish the ad di tional book of True Chris tian ity. He yielded to
their re quest, and in 1609, the three other books were pub lished un der the
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di rec tion of John Ger hard. Thus was the work com pleted, and it will al ways
re main one of the most suit able, unin spired books ever printed, for the in- 
struc tion of the be liever in the ori gin, progress, dif fi cul ties and prac tice of
Chris tian piety. Christ in us, that is, the sanc ti fi ca tion of man is the prin ci pal
theme of all his books, but ev ery where grounded on Christ for us, that is
faith. The refu ta tion of false doc trine is con ducted very mildly in the work,
and even where the pre vail ing sins of the day are re buked, it is done in the
gen tlest man ner. In such a work there must al most nec es sar ily be much rep- 
e ti tion. This, with Arndt’s co pi ous ness of lan guage, im parts to some por- 
tions of it an am pli tude and dry ness, which pre vent the ad mir ers of a taste- 
ful and fin ished style, from read ing much of it at a time.

It was nat u ral that the or tho dox clergy should so fiercely op pose this
book, and take of fense at its mys ti cal ex pres sions and style, and the more so
be cause the fa nat ics and mys tics of that day glo ri fied Arndt above all mea- 
sure, and des ig nated him as the third Eli jah, and the re storer of true god li- 
ness. Arndt, with his strong ten den cies in that di rec tion, might have fallen
wholly into the arms of the mys tics, but for these fu ri ous as saults upon him.
Per haps we have to thank these or tho dox di vines for be ing the cause of the
grad ual ex pur ga tion of the book of these ex cres cences, and of fi nally ren- 
der ing it what it has re ally be come, the best de vo tional book of an cient or
mod ern times.

Call to Luneb urg

In 1610 he re ceived a call to a still more in flu en tial post. — Duke Ernest, of
Bruns wick Luneb urg, of fered him the place of gen eral su per in ten dent of the
Prin ci pal ity of Luneb urg, in con nec tion with the pas torate at Celle. He ac- 
cepted it af ter var i ous hin drances, and we now be hold him el e vated to a
high of fice in the church, which in volved an im mense re spon si bil ity, as well
as a most com mand ing in flu ence. Be fore he ac cepted this call, he re quested
the opin ion of the the o log i cal fac ulty at Wit ten berg. They re turned an
equiv o cal and very un sat is fac tory re ply. This drew from him a re join der,
which we wish that he had never writ ten. It is one of the weak est and most
ob jec tion able acts he ever com mit ted, and al though he may have con sid ered
the provo ca tion great, yet the sever ity of his re join der was not jus ti fi able.
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About this time he re ceived the painful in tel li gence of the death of the
ex cel lent wife of his dear friend, John Ger hard. The let ter of con do lence
which he sent to him is so beau ti ful, and af fords such an in ter est ing view of
the char ac ter of the writer, that we can not re frain from giv ing some ex tracts
of it.

“From my in most soul, I pray the Fa ther of all mer cies, and the God of
all con so la tion, to grant you grace and com fort, my revered and ex cel lent
friend, whom I em brace in the arms of Chris tian fel low ship, and whom I
love with the af fec tion of a fa ther. With the most pro found grief, I have
heard of the death of your ex cel lent wife. If my sighs, my sym pa thy, my
tears could avail any thing, I would do ev ery thing to con vince you that my
ser vices are at your com mand; but as the di vine will must be obeyed, pa- 
tience is nec es sary, and not tears and lamen ta tions. The chil dren of this
world are es ti mated ac cord ing to worldly pros per ity; the chil dren of God
ac cord ing to af flic tions and tri als. Choose now, which of the two would you
pre fer? Very sel dom in deed does Christ al low those to be al ways happy
whom he has des tined for heaven. They who are to en joy the bliss of Par- 
adise, come up out of great tribu la tion. It is not granted to the in hab i tants of
heaven to par take of the plea sures of both worlds. You have sent be fore you
a wife, a mother, a bride. A wife who was given you of God for a lit tle
while, in or der through her to pro cure an heir for heaven; a mother, who
through the leaven of re gen er a tion has en riched the king dom with an in fant
son; a bride, who be trothed to Christ, was to be come a queen in heaven,
whom the bride groom of vir gin souls would not al low to re main longer on
earth, that she might no longer be de prived of heaven. God has made you
the fol lower of the pa tri arch Ja cob, who on his re turn to his na tive land, sent
be fore his wife and chil dren, and trav eled af ter them by him self on foot. I
ask you, which would you pre fer, to leave your dear in fant son with his
mother be hind you, or send them on be fore you? If it is safer to send them
on be fore you, why do you mourn? Do you envy Christ’s joy? He has only
de manded back his own, and not yours. How happy those souls, who freed
from the dross and anx i eties of this world, are en joy ing an ev er last ing rest
in the bliss ful pres ence of God. Soon did your sainted wife com plete her
earthly ca reer, and dur ing a brief pe riod she was a daugh ter, maiden, bride,
wife, mother; richly adorned with the true knowl edge of the Son of God,
crowned with the most bril liant virtues, and ad mired for her dis tin guished
piety. She was a tem ple of the Holy Ghost. She bore the cross of Christ
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with out weari ness; she was pa tient in tribu la tion with out mur mur ing. She
was faith ful in prayer with out doubt ing, and at last, full of con fi dence in
God, and calmly com mit ting her soul to Christ, she left the prison house of
clay, and be came a par taker of the heav enly bliss. What more do you wish?
Is it not bet ter sud denly to com plete our course, and dis charge our par tic u lar
du ties, than to drag out a slow and weary ex is tence? He who per forms his
work soon, de serves rest soon.”

At Celle, Arndt had the un speak ably great ad van tage of serv ing a prince
who was truly pi ous. In all Chris tian du ties, he was an ex am ple not only to
per sons of his own rank, but to the poor est of his sub jects. The duke Chris- 
tian was a con sci en tious ob server of the Lord’s day. He did ev ery thing in
his power to main tain the dig nity and honor of the house of God, and was a
lib eral pa tron of the ser vants of the church. Arndt’s ex ter nal and fi nan cial
con di tion was much im proved by his re moval to this place, but his lib er al ity
to the more needy around him, al ways kept him poor. The good things of
this world could never have fallen into more gen er ous hands, for noth ing af- 
forded him more plea sure than to do good and com mu ni cate. All the money
which was laid on the al tar as a com pen sa tion for sacra men tal ser vices per- 
formed, (as was the cus tom at that time) was reg u larly de posited by him in
the char ity box be fore he left the church.

The sphere of his of fi cial op er a tions was ex ten sive. At one time we see
him on tours of in spec tion and vis i ta tion; at an other in the ses sions of the
Con sis to rium, propos ing wise and salu tary mea sures; again, vis it ing all the
schools of the Prin ci pal ity, en cour ag ing the teach ers with friendly ad vice,
and com mu ni cat ing the re sults of his own rich ex pe ri ence. The strik ing im- 
prove ment in the re li gious life of the peo ple, and the com plete and whole- 
some ref or ma tion in all af fairs per tain ing to the schools, was a speak ing ev- 
i dence of the wis dom and con sci en tious ness, the care and fi delity with
which he dis charged the var i ous du ties of his pro fes sion. And if even to the
present day, the Prin ci pal ity of Luneb urg has many pe cu liar and ex cel lent
ar range ments in these re spects, su pe rior to those of other sec tions of Ger- 
many, it owes them in part to the faith ful zeal of its for mer gen eral su per in- 
ten dent, more than two hun dred years ago.

Ex alted and in flu en tial as his po si tion was, never for a mo ment did he
for get his re la tion to Christ. He ever kept in view the lan guage of John the
Bap tist: u He must in crease, but I must de crease." Herein lay, ac cord ing to
him the whole mys tery of god li ness, the sanc ti fi ca tion of the heart, and the
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way of sal va tion. Hence, he glo ried in his own weak ness that the strength of
Christ might dwell in him, for he knew that “when we are weak then are we
strong,” and that we are only great in that pro por tion, in which we feel our- 
selves low, and daily be come more con vinced of our ut ter help less ness and
un wor thi ness.

How, in the mul ti tude of his en gage ments, he could yet find time, not
only for his ex ten sive cor re spon dence, but also for his labors as an au thor,
would be in com pre hen si ble, if we did not know that he well un der stood the
happy art of em ploy ing ev ery hour of the day to some use ful pur pose, and
that be sides this, the most per fect sys tem and punc tu al ity char ac ter ized all
his pro ceed ings. He did ev ery thing in the right way, at the right time, and
with un tir ing dili gence. He was nei ther idle, nor slow, nor slovenly. Hence,
post poned and half-fin ished labors, so com mon with most men, were al- 
most strange to him, and if he had them on hand oc ca sion ally, he gave him- 
self no rest un til all was fin ished. Rest less ac tiv ity and con stant ap pli ca tion
were real lux u ries to him; a real, proper el e ment of his life, in which he felt
him self happy. — Over loaded as lie was with busi ness, to such an ex tent
that many oth ers would have sunk un der it, he con tin ued cheer ful and
undis mayed. He laid hold of his work with the en ergy of a man, who was
de ter mined to per form it, and never was he so con tented as when he was
most la bo ri ously en gaged. He was an ex am ple of in dus try to all bis col- 
leagues, and thus urged on to ac tiv ity many a man who tar ried by the way,
or groaned at the prospect of dif fi cul ties, real or imag i nary, be fore him.

Of his writ ings that were pub lished about this time, (1615) the fol low ing
may be men tioned, ser mons (Pos tilla2) on the Gospels and Epis tles. In 1617
ap peared his ex po si tion of the Psalms, the Ger man the ol ogy, and a Ger man
trans la tion Kem pis’ Im i ta tion of Christ. In 1618 he pre pared, at the com- 
mand of Duke Chris tian, a church con sti tu tion and dis ci pline for Luneb urg,
which would be con sid ered too se vere, even by the most pu ri tanic of our
con gre ga tions at this day. But those were the times of most rigid ad her ence
to the sym bol i cal books. In pro por tion as that ad her ence be came lax, the ex- 
er cise of dis ci pline was re laxed, and all sorts of ra tio nal is tic er ror were in- 
tro duced. That man has read church his tory to very lit tle pur pose, who has
not learned that fact, and his opin ion on the sub ject is en ti tled to no con sid- 
er a tion what ever. The days of the church’s great est pu rity are those, in
which she clings to her con fes sions with most ar dor, and cul ti vates the spirit
in cul cated in them with most zeal. It has al ways been so in the his tory of
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our church. All the books show it; all the facts demon strate it. The days of
the re vivals un der Arndt, Spener and Franke, were the days of un com pro- 
mis ing al le giance to the sym bol i cal books.

The num ber of Arndt’s ad mir ers in creased in the same pro por tion, in
which dur ing this pe riod, he mul ti plied the num ber of his writ ings. From
near at hand and afar off, the high and the low, an im mense num ber of let- 
ters were sent, ex press ing their cor dial thanks, for the un speak ably great
bless ings which they had de rived from his book. Princes and no bles, pro fes- 
sors, min is ters and lay men sent him their hearty con grat u la tions, and re lated
nu mer ous in stances of con ver sions through the in stru men tal ity of his books.
On the other hand, the num ber of those who en vied and hated him also in- 
creased. — They as sailed him most re morse lessly, and re newed calum nious
ac cu sa tions which had been re futed a hun dred times. But it is re fresh ing to
look on the calm ness and pa tience with which he bore this un re lent ing op- 
po si tion. When ever he was as sailed, he care fully and im par tially in quired
whether there was any ground for the at tack. He was far from pre sum ing
him self to be in fal li ble, nor did he deem him self so wise as to need no ad- 
vice or cor rec tion from oth ers. Hence, as soon as he was con vinced that ei- 
ther in his con duct or his writ ings, he had com mit ted an er ror or given of- 
fense with out cause, lie was not ashamed to ac knowl edge it, and no man
was more ready to make all due repa ra tion. In stead of be ing of fended, when
charged with er ror on good grounds, he felt sin cerely thank ful to the per son
who told him of his fault. But if, on the other hand, af ter con sci en tious in- 
ves ti ga tion, he dis cov ered that he was right, noth ing could move him from
the truth, or the ex e cu tion of his pur pose. This per se ver ance in a good
cause, amid re proach and op po si tion, is of ten re garded as self ish ness and
ob sti nacy, by per sons who never felt the power of con vic tion or the love of
truth. When Arndt found men op posed to him in hon est, open dis cus sion,
who he knew were in pur suit of truth, and dis cov ered that a mere mis un der- 
stand ing ex isted be tween them, he de fended his po si tion or his con duct with
the most re mark able gen tle ness and mod esty, seek ing to con vince them
with the whole power of his ex tra or di nary elo quence, with out how ever at- 
tempt ing to force his con vic tions upon them by the em ploy ment of sever ity
or dog ma tism. If, on the other hand, he saw that the as sault arose from a
spirit of con tro versy, envy, ob sti nacy, mal ice or knav ery, and that the only
ob ject in view was to oc ca sion vex a tion, or in jure his rep u ta tion, then, if he
felt that the dig nity of his of fice, or other im por tant rea sons ren dered it nec- 
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es sary, he en gaged in the con tro versy with the firmest res o lu tion and most
un flinch ing courage, al ways, how ever, ob serv ing the law of love, and never
at tack ing the per sonal char ac ter of his op po nent.

In the dis charge of his pas toral du ties at Celle, Arndt was faith ful and
dili gent. The many ev i dences of con fi dence and ven er a tion, which he re- 
ceived from his civil rulers and the peo ple, show con clu sively that he did
not al low his labors as an au thor, nor his nu mer ous con tro ver sies to in ter- 
fere, in the least de gree, with his du ties to his church.

Arndt’s Death

Arndt had now at tained his sixty-sixth year, and his strength be gan to de- 
cline. Though nat u rally of a strong con sti tu tion, yet his in ces sant toils as
preacher, pas tor, au thor and con tro ver sial ist, at. length over came him. He
preached his last ser mon on the 3rd of May, 1621. It re quired ex tra or di nary
ex er tion to fin ish the dis course. This did not es cape the no tice of his hear- 
ers, for they ob served that dur ing the ser mon his face turned deadly pale,
and that his voice, usu ally strong, clear and melo di ous, fre quently failed.
Arndt, who for a long time be fore an tic i pated the ap proach ing ter mi na tion
of his pil grim age, did not at tempt to con ceal his present con di tion from
him self. On re turn ing from church, and meet ing his wife at his own door, he
ob served with com po sure, “I have now preached my fu neral ser mon.” He
was not mis taken. He was obliged to take to his bed on that day, and never
left it alive. From that mo ment he gave him self no more con cern about his
of fi cial af fairs, that he might be undis turbed in his fi nal prepa ra tion for
death, and that he might not dis tress his fam ily and friends un duly, he gave
no ev i dence by word or ac tion, that he looked for death with cer tainty.

At first his con di tion did not seem des per ate, for, be sides great ex haus- 
tion, he suf fered only from an ap par ently slight in flam ma tion of the throat,
which ren dered speak ing and swal low ing dif fi cult. How ever, there soon fol- 
lowed painful op pres sions of the breast, as so ci ated with a burn ing fever,
which very soon ex hausted all his re main ing strength. Amidst his sever est
suf fer ings, he did not be tray the least de gree of im pa tience. By the side of
his faith ful wife, who, from the first mo ment of his at tack, never left his
bed, and with whom he had lived in a happy though child less mar riage
thirty-eight years, he looked for ward to his death with per fect com po sure
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and fil ial sub mis sion to the will of his Heav enly Fa ther. Why should not
this have been the case? He had learned to die, be fore the fi nal hour ar rived.
He prayed, not re ly ing on his own right eous ness, but on God’s mercy in
Christ, and com forted him self with the as sur ance that we are jus ti fied by his
grace through the re demp tion that is in Christ. Sup ported on this foun da- 
tion-rock of his faith, he calmly awaited his ap proach ing end, and was not
only sat is fied, but fer vently prayed, that God would de liver him from his
mis ery and tri als.

In or der to unite him self still more in ti mately with his Sav ior on earth al- 
ready, he sent for his friend and col league, Storch, with the re quest to re- 
ceive the Lord’s Sup per. He soon ap peared, and af ter Arndt had been seated
on a chair, and in deep hu mil ity had made a con fes sion of sin, he par took of
the holy sacra ment in the pres ence of his wife, his col leagues and sev eral
other friends. Af ter this ef fort he be came weaker. Storch then ad dressed him
in lan guage, sim i lar to that which Dr. Jones used in speak ing to the dy ing
Luther.

“I do not doubt that, as you have never en ter tained any doc trine con trary
to God’s word, but have al ways con tin ued firm and stead fast in the unadul- 
ter ated word, the writ ings of the prophets and apos tles, the Augs burg con- 
fes sion and other sym bol i cal books of the Lutheran church, so you will
also, by God’s grace, main tain to the end the same doc trines and faith which
you have pub licly preached and pro fessed.” Arndt replied sev eral limes, in
a weak but in tel li gi ble voice, “yes, yes, that I will even to the end.”

Af ter these words he sunk back ex hausted, and al though the physi cians
em ployed all their skill to pre serve his life; and his peo ple, not only in the
churches, but in pri vate also, fer vently prayed for his restora tion, yet those
around him could no longer doubt of the speedy is sue. The hour had struck,
when he was to en ter the joy of his Lord, and re ceive the crown of eter nal
life.

The 11th of May fi nally ar rived; it was Fri day; which he spent for the
most part silently, but yet in fer vent as pi ra tions to his heav enly fa ther. To- 
wards evening he in ter rupted that si lence, and ut tered the words of the
Psalmist, “Lord, en ter not into judg ment with thy ser vant;” on which some
one present replied what is writ ten in John 5, 24; " Ver ily, ver ily, I say unto
you, he that heareth my word and be lieveth on him that hath sent me, hath
ev er last ing life, and shall not come into con dem na tion, but is passed from
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death unto life." He sunk into a brief, tran quil slum ber, but soon awoke,
and, cast ing his eyes to wards heaven, he spoke with holy ec stasy.

“We saw his glory, the glory of the only be got ten Son of the Fa ther, full
of grace and truth.” And when his wife asked when he had seen this glory,
he replied, " I have seen it just now. Oh, what a glory it is! It is the glory,
which no eye hath seen, no ear hath heard. Yet this glory have I seen."

Soon af ter, the clock struck eight, and he asked the hour. — An hour af- 
ter he re peated the ques tion, and when he was told it had struck nine, he
joy fully re sponded, “now I have con quered.” These were his last words.
Sur rounded by his friends, he lay with folded hands, and with the coun te- 
nance of an an gel, full of holy peace. When at half-past twelve at night,
they bent over his tran quil face, be liev ing that his breath ing had be come
more faint, he had al ready de parted; that no ble heart had ceased to beat; his
elo quent lips were sealed and his lus trous eyes closed for ever. On his re ally
beau ti ful coun te nance there was not the least trace of suf fer ing or strug gle,
but there was spread over it a placid, holy seren ity; that peace of God,
which, dur ing the whole of his ac tive life, even amid the most threat en ing
out ward ex cite ment, al ways reigned in his soul.

It was a re mark able fact, that on the day of his death there was an eclipse
of the sun, which his friends con sid ered por ten tous. With him, in fact, the
great est, purest and most bril liant light in the fir ma ment of the church since
the time of Luther was ex tin guished.

His Char ac ter.

If we take but a su per fi cial view of this ex tra or di nary man, if we ac com- 
pany him to his soli tary cham ber, or in the stormy arena of his pub lic life,
we ev ery where dis cern traces of char ac ter which el e vate him among the
no blest and most ven er a ble of his race; a man equally dis tin guished for
thor ough, sound and solid sci ence, and ex ten sive, pro found and prac ti cal
knowl edge of God, as well as for ex tra or di nary pu rity of char ac ter, and un- 
blem ished Chris tian and apos tolic de port ment. Yea, truly as far as hu man
in fir mity is ca pa ble, he was richly en dowed with all the virtues and graces
of a faith ful pas tor, an elo quent preacher, a learned the olo gian, an af fec tion- 
ate hus band, a sin cere friend, an up right fol lower of Je sus Christ.
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Noth ing was more nat u ral, than that his death should uni ver sally ex cite
the deep est sym pa thy, and the most pro found grief. On the 15th of May, he
was buried in the church at Celle. His fu neral was hon ored by the pres ence
of Duke Chris tian, and an im mense throng of cit i zens of ev ery class.

If ever the words of Daniel could with pro pri ety be ap plied to any great
teach ers in the church, among them was Arndt.

“And they that be wise (the teach ers) shall shine as the bright ness of the
fir ma ment, and they that turn many to right eous ness, as the stars for ever
and ever.” He shone on earth al ready in doc trine, word and work. If he was
not so bril liant a scholar as Melanchthon or Eras mus, or so fear less a hero
as Luther, yet he dis played in his writ ings and his life, a power, a love, a
piety which can not be con tem plated with out profit by any man. He bore the
same re la tion to Luther, that the apos tle James bore to Paul. Hold ing fast to
pu rity of doc trine, he yet placed the prac tice of it in the fore ground, and he
of ten used the ex pres sion, “Christ has many dis ci ples, but few fol low ers.”

In his ser mons, he was a true re former of the taste of that age; for in stead
of mak ing an idle dis play of learn ing and con tro ver sial ac ri mony, he ex- 
pounded the scrip tures plainly and faith fully. In his books, he stands forth
promi nently as the great est prac ti cal writer of the whole Protes tant church,
and there is, per haps, no book in the lit er a ture of prac ti cal the ol ogy, which
at the time of its ap pear ance cre ated such a sen sa tion, and met with so wide
a cir cu la tion as his True Chris tian ity. He never was a poet, but ex tremely
fond of mu sic. He loved the Latin lan guage, and wrote it with great fa cil ity,
but the Ger man lan guage he cher ished with en thu si asm. In his in ter course
he was friendly and so cia ble. He was of ten vis ited by strangers, de sirous of
mak ing his ac quain tance. He was al ways at the ser vice of ev ery body. He
did riot be come vain when he was com mended, nor dis pleased when he was
blamed. He was will ing to learn from any per son, and was al ways ready to
cor rect his er rors when he was con vinced of them. His riper years were,
not with stand ing a con tin ual con flict with the envy, im pa tience and big otry
of the the olo gians, many of whom were more zeal ous for an ex ter nal con- 
fes sion than for ho li ness of heart and con duct.

Very pe cu liar to him, and prob a bly the re mains of the su per sti tion of ear- 
lier times, was his anx ious con fi dence in pre mo ni tions. Thus, he was dread- 
fully afraid of an ap proach ing war, be cause one day a large num ber of
storks had gath ered on the roofs of the houses in the town of his res i dence;
he re garded a cir cum stance, that oc curred in a fam ily in Bruns wick, in
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1605, as omi nous of its down fall; thus also, the death of Duke Ernest, in
1611, was con sid ered by him as a warn ing not to ac cept the call to Celle.

He was not only an un com monly ac tive and in dus tri ous man, who cul ti- 
vated his own fields, but he was also very eco nom i cal and tem per ate, sat is- 
fied with lit tle, and lead ing a very fru gal life. His wife con trib uted much, by
her pru dent and eco nom i cal man age ment of house hold af fairs, to his com- 
fort, and thus en abled him to dis pense more lib eral char i ties to the poor.

Great, as he was, as a preacher, yet he was still more dis tin guished for
his gift of prayer. In the nu mer ous vex a tions of his life, from his youth up,
he had learned to pray with the most fer vent de vo tion, and of ten with bit ter
tears did he com mend to God the con di tion of the church. To this day, his
book en ti tled the Gar den of Par adise, re mains un ex celled as a book of
prayer.

All Arndt’s writ ings were pub lished in three fo lio vol umes at. Leipzig
and Gor litz — the first in 1734, the sec ond in 1735, the third in 1736.

The most ex ten sively read of his writ ings is, of course, the four books of
True Chris tian ity. If, dur ing the life time of the au thor, this work was bit- 
terly as sailed, we need not won der that af ter his death this op po si tion not
only con tin ued, but be came even more vi o lent than ever.

The work was at tacked and de fended by em i nent men. The most in flu en- 
tial and vi o lent of its op po nents was Dr. Lu cas Os ian der, ju nior, Pro fes sor,
Provost and Chan cel lor at the Uni ver sity of Tub in gen. In the pref ace he
prom ises to say noth ing with re gard to the per son or char ac ter of Arndt, but
he is soon car ried away in the heat of polemics, and charges Arndt with all
man ner of here sies. His de sign was to main tain the pu rity of the church
doc trine, which he con ceived to be tar nished by the writ ings of Arndt. Os- 
ian der be longed to a fam ily in which the spirit of con tro versy seemed to be
hered i tary. The prej u dice, which he cher ished against Arndt, as so ci ated with
his blind zeal for or tho doxy, car ried him too far, and tempted him to un fair- 
ness and un war rantable sever ity. He aimed at the to tal ex ter mi na tion of the
book, and in or der to ac com plish its com plete de struc tion, he pub lished an- 
other book in 1624, en ti tled Sim ple Chris tian ity. But his de sign so sig nally
failed, that whilst Arndt’s book was trans lated into many lan guages, and
was cir cu lated by the thou sands in and out of Ger many, Os ian der’s fell into
such ob scu rity, that noth ing is now known of it ex cept the ti tle. On his death
bed, Os ian der re pented sin cerely of his op po si tion to Arndt, and con fessed
that he was moved against him by envy and other evil pas sions. Nu mer ous
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other writ ing for and against the book, ap peared, which we have not room
to men tion.

The more ex ten sively these con tro ver sial writ ings were read and dis- 
cussed, the more de ci sive was the ver dict in Arndt’s fa vor, and hence we
hear the most dis tin guished the olo gians of the Protes tant church, ex press ing
them selves in his be half,and vin di cat ing him against the charge of heresy.
Some of them lauded him un con di tion ally; oth ers did him full jus tice in all
es sen tial points, and greatly ad mired the gen uine Chris tian prin ci ples, on
which his book was founded, whilst they here and there cen sure some ex- 
pres sion li able to mis con struc tion, and com plain of the ab sence of dis crim i- 
nat ing doc tri nal dis tinct ness.

Among those, each of whose names is a host, who vin di cated Arndt,
were John Ger hard, the great Lutheran di vine, Pro fes sor at Jena; John
Valen tine An draeae, Pro fes sor at Tub in gen; (of whose char ac ter our read ers
shall learn more in our next num ber) John Bene dict Carp zov, Pro fes sor at
Leipzig; Dr. Solomon Gla sius, Su per in ten dent at Gotha; John An drew
Quen st edt, Pro fes sor at Wit ten berg; Poly carp Lyser, Spener, Beyer, Lange,
Bud daeus, Walch,Ben gel, who, in his com men tary on Rev e la tions 14:6, re- 
gards Arndt as the an gel fly ing through the midst of heaven, pro claim ing
the ev er last ing gospel. We have col lected the tes ti mony of these, and a
num ber of other cel e brated Lutheran the olo gians, in fa vor of Arndt, but we
have not room to give them.

It was not only the di vines of the Lutheran church, but those of the Re- 
formed church have also borne ev i dence to the ex ulted mer its of this il lus- 
tri ous man of Cod. Even in the church of Rome, his worth has been ac- 
knowl edged. In 1734, the True Chris tian ity was printed in the Romish in sti- 
tute at Kempten, in Bavaria, but with out the orig i nal ti tle, ded i ca tion, pref- 
ace and bi og ra phy, and given out as though pub lished by Dr. Randt. Some
al ter ations were made, but by some ne glect or over sight, the third part,
which treats of the Holy Trin ity, has the whole of the ti tle of the Leipzig
copy, from which this sur rep ti tious edi tion was printed.

But the nu mer ous trans la tions and edi tions of this work, for the last two
hun dred years, af ford the most bril liant proof of the vic tory of Arndt over
his en e mies, and of the pow er ful in flu ence it has had on the minds of men.
There is, per haps, no book, be sides the Bible and Luther’s smaller cat e- 
chism, that has been so of ten printed, so ex ten sively sold, and so much read,
as this. From L664 to 1780, that is, in 116 years, more than sev enty prin ci- 
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pal edi tions were is sued, with out reck on ing oth ers of in fe rior and cheaper
char ac ter. It has been trans lated into many Eu ro pean lan guages and di alects,
and into Mal abar by the mis sion ary Schulze. In 1646, and again in 1712-14,
Eng lish trans la tions ap peared in Lon don. An abridg ment in ques tions and
an swers, was pub lished in 1750. In 1777 Fled der sen be gan to mod ern ize the
style, and adapt it to the lit er ary taste of the times, and pub lished it in three
parts. It was fin ished by Sin terius.3

The Eng lish ver sion of 1712 was ded i cated to Queen Anne. The fol low- 
ing is an ex tract of the pref ace: “Our Arndt was the or na ment of the
Lutheran church in the be gin ning of the sev en teenth cen tury. He en deav- 
ored to awaken the peo ple from their life less for mal ity to an in ward sense
of true Chris tian ity, by restor ing the doc trine of a liv ing faith to its first in- 
tegrity and prac ti cal ap pli ca tion. Dr. Wor thing ton, in the pref ace to his
trans la tion of the Chris tian Pat tern, in tro duces Arndt as one of the bright est
lights of the Protes tant church, and hav ing com pared him with Sal vian
among the an cients, and Thomas a Kem pis among the mod erns, he likens
him in the last place to the prophet Micah, with re gard to the hard ness of his
lot, in form ing us how such a plain and sin cere deal ing met with great op po- 
si tion and cen sures, even among protes tants them selves, but how un justly
and un de servedly hath been ob served by oth ers.”

Sev eral edi tions have been pub lished in this coun try. The best is by H.
Lud wig, New York. That is sued by the Amer i can Tract So ci ety is di vested
of ev ery thing char ac ter is ti cally Lutheran.

He who longs af ter spir i tual ed i fi ca tion and deep re li gious con fi dence,
can take up no book bet ter adapted to ex hibit the en tire noth ing ness of ev- 
ery thing earthly, and the ab so lute ne ces sity of di vine grace, and of an in ter- 
nal life in God, than this work. It be came the prin ci pal de vo tional book in
all protes tant Chris ten dom, and it has con tin ued to be such to this day, es pe- 
cially among those speak ing the Ger man lan guage. With great pro pri ety
does Pri tius re mark in his pref ace to the small Leipzig edi tion, (1701)
“What ne ces sity is there of many words when the works speak so loudly?
Truly this book has brought un counted num bers to a knowl edge of sal va- 
tion. And if it were pos si ble to state how many un godly per sons have been
through it awak ened to re pen tance — how many rest ing in pre vi ous se cu- 
rity, led to a proper ap pre ci a tion of True Chris tian ity — how many luke- 
warm roused to ac tive zeal — how many mourn ing souls com forted;—in a
word, how many un be liev ers truly con verted, we would then have a proper
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con cep tion of the ex tent of the di vine aid which was im parted to this holy
man in writ ing this book.”

Some years ago, Dr. An ton, Pro fes sor at Halle, ac com pa nied the Saxon
prince, Au gust, to Madrid as his trav el ing chap lain, and in com pany with
the prince’s physi cian, vis ited the li brary of the Je suit col lege in that city.
He asked the li brar ian, what book of a prac ti cal char ac ter they es teemed
most highly? a Latin work with out any ti tle was shown to them, and highly
com mended as a most ex cel lent pro duc tion. Dr. An ton im me di ately rec og- 
nized it as the Latin trans la tion of Arndt’s True Chris tian ity, and re marked
that he was well ac quainted with the book. “That is John Arndt’s work, one
of our protes tant di vines.” The puz zled Je suit could not, of course, re tract
his un mea sured com men da tion, and only ob served, he did not com pre hend
how that book should ever have found its way into Spain!

Count von Ho h elohe, a con vert to the faith of Rome, once ex pressed
him self thus to Dr. An ton: “If you had many Arndts, it would be bet ter for
you, and much worse for us!”

A young man of the Protes tant faith, re sid ing in a Ro man Catholic city,
be came much con cerned about his sal va tion. He tried many ex pe di ents, but
all in vain, to se cure his ac cep tance with God. He thought, at length, he
might find peace of mind in the church of Rome. He ap plied to a priest for
ad vice. “Young man,” said the priest, “re turn to your na tive coun try; read
John Arndt’s True Chris tian ity; read it dili gently and prayer fully, and your
ar dent long ings af ter God’s grace will be sat is fied.”

Thus Arndt has tri umphed. His writ ings have ma te ri ally con trib uted to
the re gen er a tion of the church in his na tive land. The most in flu en tial min is- 
ters of a later pe riod have fol lowed in his foot steps. Many im i tated his style,
but es pe cially copied his ex am ple in hold ing up prac ti cal Chris tian ity, re- 
pen tance and faith, con ver sion and sanc ti fi ca tion, thus en tirely chang ing
their mode of preach ing, of which they soon be held the happy re sults.

But the prin ci ples of Arndt were most fully car ried out many years af ter- 
wards, by Spener and his pupils, and hence with great pro pri ety, Lange des- 
ig nates Spener as the sec ond Arndt (Arndtium re di vivum). Since that time,
de vo tional lit er a ture has re ceived a new im pe tus. Dr. Ger hard wrote his
School of Piety, Paul Egardier, his True Chris tian ity, and many other pi ous
di vines pub lished works of a sim i lar char ac ter.

Whilst those books writ ten against Arndt are ly ing cov ered with dust,
and un read in old li braries, and their ti tles for got ten, Arndt’s books are still
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revered and stud ied, and the name of their au thor will live in grate ful re- 
mem brance for ever. Those of his en e mies have been proved to be hay and
stub ble, whilst his are gold and pre cious stones. For two hun dred years they
have been the source of bless ings to mil lions, and they will con tinue to ex- 
ert an in flu ence for good from gen er a tion to gen er a tion to the end of time.

1. Prop erly speak ing, there were but four, for the fifth and sixth, which
com prise var i ous treaties and let ters, were only in cor po rated and
printed with later edi tions.↩ 

2. Posti ila. — A col lec tion of ser mons to be read in the churches af ter the
gospel, es pe cially by school mas ters in the vil lages in the ab sence of
the min is ter. Paul Warne fried, un der Charle magne, made a col lec tion
of ser mons from the Fa thers, and the Em peror or dered that they should
be read in the churches post ilia, i.e. verba Evan gelii. Hence the name
post ilia. It is said that Luther first ap plied this name to this class of de- 
vo tional books. It is very Luther like.↩ 

3. It was this work that was trans lated and pub lished some years ago by
the Rev. John N. Hod man, of our church in this coun try.↩ 
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)

Ba sic Bib li cal Chris tian ity |
Books to Down load

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/103-gerberding-new-testament-conversions/
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The Small Cat e chism of Mar tin Luther
The es sen tials of faith have re mained the same for 2000 years. They

are sum ma rized in (1) The Ten Com mand ments, (2) The Lord’s
Prayer, and (3) The Apos tles’ Creed. Fa mil iar ity with each of fers great
pro tec tion against fads and false hoods.
The Way Made Plain by Si mon Pe ter Long

A se ries of lec tures by the beloved Twen ti eth Cen tury Amer i can
pas tor on the ba sis of faith.
Bible Teach ings by Joseph Stump

A primer on the faith in tended for new be liev ers. Rich in Scrip ture.
Chris tian ba sics ex plained from Scrip ture in clear and jar gon-free lan- 
guage. Many ex cel lent Bible stud ies can be made from this book.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

Es sen tial The ol ogy | Books to
Down load

The Augs burg Con fes sion: An In tro duc tion To Its Study And An Ex po- 
si tion Of Its Con tents by Matthias Loy

“Sin cere be liev ers of the truth re vealed in Christ for man’s sal va tion
have no rea son to be ashamed of Luther, whom God sent to bring
again to His peo ple the pre cious truth in Je sus and whose heroic con- 
tention for the faith once de liv ered o the saints led to the es tab lish ment
of the Church of the Augs burg Con fes sion, now gen er ally called the
Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church.”
The Doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by Matthias Loy

“Hu man rea son and in cli na tion are al ways in their nat u ral state
averse to the doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by faith. Hence it is no won der
that earth and hell com bine in per sis tent ef forts to ban ish it from the
Church and from the world.”

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/583-jacobs-luthers-small-catechism
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/190-long-the-way-made-plain/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/709-stump-bible-teachings/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/484-loy-augsburg-confession-introduction-exposition/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/171-loy-doctrine-of-justification/
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The Con fes sional Prin ci ple by Theodore Schmauk
Theodore Schmauk’s ex plo ration and de fense of the Chris tian faith

con sists of five parts: His tor i cal In tro duc tion; Part 1: Are Con fes sions
Nec es sary?; Part 2: Con fes sions in the Church; Part 3: Lutheran Con- 
fes sions; and Part 4: The Church in Amer ica.
Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith by Henry Eyster Ja cobs

A Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith has been ap pre ci ated by Chris- 
tians since its orig i nal pub li ca tion for its easy to use ques tion and an- 
swer for mat, its clear or ga ni za tion, and its cov er age of all the es sen- 
tials of the Chris tian faith. Two es says on elec tion and pre des ti na tion
are in cluded, in clud ing Luther’s “Spec u la tions Con cern ing Pre des ti na- 
tion”.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

De vo tional Clas sics | Books to
Down load

Ser mons on the Gospels by Matthias Loy. and Ser mons on the Epis tles
by Matthias Loy_

“When you feel your bur den of sin weigh ing heav ily upon you,
only go to Him… Only those who will not ac knowl edge their sin and
feel no need of a Sav ior — only these are re jected. And these are not
re jected be cause the Lord has no pity on them and no de sire to de liver
them from their wretched ness, but only be cause they will not come to
Him that they might have life. They re ject Him, and there fore stand re- 
jected. But those who come to Him, poor and needy and help less, but
trust ing in His mercy, He will re ceive, to com fort and to save.”
The Great Gospel by Si mon Pe ter Long and The Eter nal Epis tle by Si- 
mon Pe ter Long

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/104-schmauk-confessional-principle/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/109-jacobs-summary-christian-faith/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/550-loy-sermons-on-the-gospels/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/589-loy-sermons-on-the-epistles/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/192-long-great-gospel/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/215-long-eternal-epistle/
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“I want you to un der stand that I have never preached opin ions from
this pul pit; it is not a ques tion of opin ion; I have ab so lutely no right to
stand here and give you my opin ion, for it is not worth any more than
yours; we do not come to church to get opin ions; I claim that I can
back up ev ery ser mon I have preached, with the Word of God, and it is
not my opin ion nor yours, it is the eter nal Word of God, and you will
find it so on the Judg ment day. I have noth ing to take back, and I never
will; God does not want me to.”
True Chris tian ity by John Arndt
The Ser mons of Theophilus Stork: A De vo tional Trea sure

“There are many of us who be lieve; we are con vinced; but our souls
do not take fire at con tact with the truth. Happy he who not only be- 
lieves, but be lieves with fire… This en ergy of be lief, this ar dor of con- 
vic tion, made the com mon places of the Gospel, the old, old story,
seem in his [Stork’s] ut ter ance some thing fresh and ir re sistibly at trac- 
tive. Men lis tened to old truths from his lips as though they were a new
rev e la tion. They were new, for they came out of a heart that new
coined them and stamped its own im press of vi tal ity upon them as they
passed through its ex pe ri ence…” – From the In tro duc tion

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/502-stork-sermons/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
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