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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

JOHN GOT TLIEB MOR RIS (1803-1895) at tended Prince ton and Dick in son Col- 
leges, and Prince ton The o log i cal Sem i nary and was a mem ber of the first
class of the Lutheran Sem i nary at Get tys burg. Dr. Mor ris founded the
Lutheran Ob server and was pres i dent of both the Mary land and Gen eral
Syn ods. Mor ris was a fre quent lec turer be fore the Smith so nian In sti tu tion
and au thor of the Cat a logue of the De scribed Lep i doptera of North Amer ica
(1860), among other sci en tific and re li gious pub li ca tions. He and his
nephew founded the Lutheran His tor i cal So ci ety. [Source: William and
Mary Spe cial Col lec tions Data base.]

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.
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Paul Ger hardt.

AS A THE OLO GIAN, a preacher, and above all, as a sa cred poet, Paul Ger- 
hardt will be re mem bered and revered, by the Lutheran church and all other
Ger man com mu nions, in all ages and in all lands. Un counted num bers of pi- 
ous wor shipers are ev ery Lord’s day ed i fied by the singing of his hymns “in
the great con gre ga tion,” and mul ti tudes are daily en cour aged in their most
holy faith by the pri vate read ing of these ad mirable pro duc tions.

Ger hardt is more to the Ger man churches than Watts or any other poet to
the Eng lish. His hymns are more nu mer ous and not less spir i tual. They are
less li able to di lu tion and adul ter ation, and are en grafted into the very con- 
sti tu tion of Ger man wor ship. We might dis pense with Watts qui etly, but a
rev o lu tion would be nec es sary to ex ter mi nate Ger hardt. There are other Ger- 
man sa cred po ets, and of the high est style of ex cel lence, it is true, but Ger- 
hardt is the mighty mas ter, be fore whom they all bow in rev er en tial sub mis- 
sion.

He lived in trou blous times. From his twelfth to his forty-sec ond year,
the bloody Thirty years’ war des o lated the fairest por tions of Eu rope. Fire
and sword, famine and pesti lence laid waste her proud est cities and ru ined
her most fer tile prov inces. The toxin of war sounded ter ri bly all over the
land, and death and de struc tion fol lowed in the train of the in fu ri ated foe.
Protes tant and Catholic were ar rayed against each other in the deadly fight,
and as is usual, in all re li gious wars, the un holy strife was car ried on with
the most un re lent ing bar bar ity.—But there was an other con test that raged
most vi o lently dur ing the life of Ger hardt. Protes tants were en gaged in vir u- 
lent con tro versy among them selves. Luther ans and Re formed were dis- 
cussing in most un ami able tem per the hair split ting dis tinc tions of their re- 
spec tive creeds. It was not alone the Pro fes sors in their chairs, nor preach ers
in their pul pits, nor writ ers in their books, but the com mon peo ple them- 
selves, who were car ry ing on this lo go machy with the fiercest ac ri mony.
The most ran corous hate, the most bit ter ma lig nity, the most vul gar per sonal
and de nom i na tional abuse, char ac ter ized this con tro versy. The whole
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Protes tant church of Ger many was in a blaze, and all the alien ation of feel- 
ing and the dis rup tion of fra ter nal ties usu ally at ten dant on vi o lent the o log i- 
cal war fare, were uni ver sally felt.

One may well sup pose that this was not a pe riod suited to the gen tle
spirit of Ger hardt, but he lived through it all and was even com pelled to take
no in con spic u ous part in it. In the sea sons of deep est de jec tion, he would
grasp his harp and sing as David did, to lull the tu mult of his soul and
soothe the an guish of his wounded spirit. His deep piety for a long time
seems to have pro tected him against the per ils of the word strife of the
schools. He never lost sight of the only star that guides the be liever to the
haven of peace and never el e vated mere scholas tic or tho doxy above ho li- 
ness of heart and life. It may be also, that for eign in flu ences were ex erted
upon him, and that the read ing of Arndt’s True Chris tian ity, which had just
then ap peared, pre served him from the con tam i na tion so rife around him.
But a poet is not apt to be dragged down from the sum mit of Par nas sus into
the dirty arena of the o log i cal strife. His soul dis dains such in har mo nious
pur suits. He dwells in an other at mos phere and holds com mu nion with more
re fined spir its.

Dur ing the whole Thirty years’ war, Ger hardt was with out a pas toral
charge. He was over forty years old be fore he had the care of souls. He
gained his sub sis tence by teach ing and spent his leisure hours in writ ing po- 
etry. The hor rors of war, the suf fer ings of his coun try men and the af flic tions
of Zion were fruit ful themes for his pen. He re garded the war as a judg ment
of God on the guilty na tions, for they had de gen er ated into the li cen tious- 
ness of the hea then.—In flow ing num bers, sweet-as an gels’ voices, he calls
on the peo ple to turn their hearts to God. Like the prophet Joel, he warns
them against still greater evils, and when at last, the storm is over— the
thun der of ar tillery no longer re ver ber ates through the land – the con fla gra- 
tion ex tin guished and peace again scat ters her bless ings all around, the poet
breaks forth in most en rap tur ing strains. He calls on the peo ple and the
church to snatch their harps from the wil lows and send aloft a shout of
praise to the God of their de liv er ance:

Wohl auf, und nimm nun wieder, 
 Dein Sait en spiel her vor, 
O Deutsch land! singe Lieder 
 Im ho hen vollen Chor.
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Al right, and take off again, a string play, 
O Ger many! sing songs In high full choir.

Dur ing this pe riod of suf fer ing, Ger hardt was him self of ten in per sonal
peril. It was af ter es cap ing im mi nent dan ger on one oc ca sion that he wrote
that beau ti ful hymn,

 Wach auf, mein Herz und singe, 
 Dem Schöpfer aller Dinge, 
 Dem Geber aller Güter 
 Dem from men Men schen hüter.

 Wake up, my heart and sing, 
 The cre ator of all things, 
 The giver of all goods 
 The pi ous hu man keeper.

Ev ery re mark able event of his life was the oc ca sion of some ad mirable po et- 
i cal ef fu sion, and all so pi ous, so lovely, so di vine. He was in con stant in ter- 
course with God, and the more gloomy were his prospects, the more pro- 
found was his con fi dence and the more bright his hopes of heaven. The
greater his need the nearer was he to God.

Af ter un told anx i eties and suf fer ings in be ing driven from place to place
and earn ing a poor sub sis tence, he at length found a com fort able sit u a tion as
pri vate in struc tor in the fam ily of Berthold, an of fi cer of state in Berlin. It
was a pi ous fam ily, the chil dren of which had been trained in the fear of the
Lord. Ger hardt was now a happy man. — He had a home among those who
sym pa thized with him as a Chris tian, and ap pre ci ated his tal ents and labors
as a poet. There was one mem ber of the fam ily, who es pe cially har mo nized
with the ten der est emo tions of his heart. An ac com plished poet and a hand- 
some, in tel li gent young lady dwelling un der the same roof are apt, it is said,
to be tray ex tra or di nary sen si bil ity to wards each other in a very short pe riod.
Love and po etry are in ti mately as so ci ated.

Fred er ick William, the great Elec tor of Bran den burg, had taken a de cided
stand on the Re formed side of the the o log i cal dis cus sions of the day. The
ma jor ity of his sub jects were Lutheran, and they were mor ti fied to des per a- 
tion, to see the Elec tor and the Court pro mot ing the cause of the Re formed
with all their in flu ence and au thor ity. Re formed pro fes sors were ap pointed
to va can cies in Lutheran the o log i cal Fac ul ties, and other un mis tak able ev i- 
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dences of the Elec toral pref er ences were given. Ger hardt, as a strict and
con sci en tious Lutheran, re garded all this with fear ful ap pre hen sion. He was
nearly forty years of age, and was as yet noth ing but a bach e lor can di date.
He feared that the prob a bil i ties of suc cess in Bran den burg, un der such a
gov ern ment, were but small; and how could he ex pect to con sum mate his
most ar dent wishes and es tab lish a home for him self? He daily saw one be- 
fore him who would adorn a palace. Anna Berthold was lovely in his eyes.
Be sides pos sess ing un com mon at trac tions of per son and mind, she was truly
pi ous. The Scrip tures were her daily com pan ion, and she had an ex tra or di- 
nary gift of prayer. She was a du ti ful and af fec tion ate daugh ter, and a pat- 
tern of ev ery fil ial virtue. She was not in dif fer ent to the con strained at ten- 
tions of the poet, but could he, a poor man — a de pen dent preacher — a
des ti tute in struc tor of a lawyer’s chil dren, as pire to the hand of his pa tron’s
daugh ter?—here was a strug gle— a sea son of ex treme so lic i tude! — It was
a poet in love — a Chris tian poet, whose pas sion was mod er ated and re fined
by high Chris tian prin ci ple, but the emo tion was still strong as death. But he
sub mit ted to God. He looked be yond this life and rev eled in the an tic i pa- 
tions of a bliss ful eter nity.— About this time, he was also se verely af flicted
by sick ness, and amid these mul ti plied anx i eties, he wrote that in com pa ra ble
hymn:

 Warum sollt ich mich den grä men, etc. 
 [Why should I grieve?]

It was thus that al most ev ery cir cum stance of his life drew forth some beau- 
ti ful hymn. His feel ings nat u rally flowed out in verse of the most ten der
char ac ter.

Fierce temp ta tions of ten as sailed him — “the pains of hell gat hold upon
him – he found trou ble and sor row,” and who but Ger hardt, in such a state
of mind, could write that most no ble com po si tion,

 Schwing dich auf zu deinem Gott, 
 Du be trübte Seele! 
 Warum liegst du, Gott zum Spott, 
 In der Schw er mut shöhle? 
 Merkst du nicht des Sa tans List? 
 Er will durch sein Kämpfen 
 Deinen Trost, den Je sus Christ 
 Dir er wor ben, dämpfen.



10

 Raise your self up to your God, 
 you trou bled soul! 
 Why do you lie, in mock ery of God, 
 in the slough of melan choly? 
 Are you not aware of Sa tan’s cun ning? 
 through his op po si tion he wants 
 to lessen your con so la tion, 
 which Je sus Christ gained for you.

But we are not to sup pose that all his hymns were of the same melan choly
tone. Joy and glad ness of ten filled his pi ous soul, and he war bled forth his
ec stasy in most thrilling song. His Lob- und Dank-Lieder speak the fer vid
emo tions of his grate ful spirit, and they im part to the reader a por tion of the
same bliss ful feel ings. The most pro found grat i tude, the most ar dent love,
the most cheer ing hope fill his heart. Pen e trated with these emo tions he
hails the ad vent of the church, in that im per ish able hymn:

 Wie soll ich dich emp fan gen 
 und wie begegn ich dir, 
 o aller Welt Ver lan gen, 
 o meiner See len Zier? 
 O Jesu, Jesu, setze 
 mir selbst die Fackel bei, 
 damit, was dich ergötze, 
 mir kund und wis send sei. 
 Wie soil ich Dich emp fan gen,

 O Lord, how shall I meet You, 
 how wel come You aright? 
 Your peo ple long to greet You, 
 my Hope, my heart’s De light! 
 O, kin dle, Lord most holy, 
 Your lamp within my breast 
 to do in spirit lowly 
 all that may please You best.

The com ing of the Sav ior, with the ben e fits of his re demp tion, is rep re sented
in most glow ing lan guage, — the poet’s soul glows with fer vor as he hails
the ris ing of the Sun of Right eous ness on a dark ened world.
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The Thirty Years’ War had ter mi nated. Peace was pro claimed. Di lap i- 
dated churches were re built — ex iled pas tors were re stored – va cant
parishes were filled – schools were reestab lished — trade and com merce re- 
vived — agri cul ture was re sumed, and yet there was no sta tion found for
Ger hardt. All his at tempts to gain a place were fruit less. His heart was cast
down, but-to this cir cum stance we owe that ex cel lent hymn:

 Ich hab’ in Gottes Herz und Sinn, 
 Mein Herz und Sinn ergeben, etc. 

 I have in God’s Heart and Mind, 
 My heart and mind arise, etc.

Never were pi ous res ig na tion to God’s will — com plete sub jec tion to His
sovereignty – per fect pa tience un der dis ap point ment and sor row more beau- 
ti fully and im pres sively ut tered than in that hymn. We do not think it pos si- 
ble for hu man lan guage to ex press a more thor ough ac qui es cence in the de- 
crees of Prov i dence. This was the char ac ter of Ger hardt’s piety, and to be in
all things of the same mind with God, is the per fec tion of piety.

He did not in vain ad mon ish him self to pa tience. Day light be gins to ap- 
pear af ter a long night of gloom, — the hori zon is streaked with the first
blush of the morn ing – the hill tops are gilded with a roseate hue, — hope
comes to the bo som of this mourn ing son of song.

But, be fore we ac com pany him in this new ca reer of life, let us take an- 
other view of him as a church poet. Un til now, his hymns were ac ci den tal
and per sonal. They were oc ca sioned by the times, and were the breath ings
out of his own re li gious ex pe ri ence. They were such as ev ery po et i cal ge- 
nius writes in the re tire ment of his closet, and which are never de signed to
see the light or be pub lished to the world. But Ger hardt was to be come the
sa cred poet of his own and of fu ture times.

The Pa pal church, since the fourth cen tury, had pos sessed a rich trea sure
of hymns. Many of these are of the most ex alted and re fined char ac ter –
deeply spir i tual and full of po etic unc tion. But they were all writ ten in the
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Latin lan guage, and of course un in tel li gi ble to the com mon peo ple. The
priests alone sang them at the al tar, and the peo ple were not ed i fied by these
sac er do tal so los. It was the Ref or ma tion by Luther that re stored this de part- 
ment of pub lic wor ship to the church. The lan guage of the peo ple be came
the lan guage of the church, and when Luther pub lished his own hymns, in
an in cred i bly short time, all the Evan gel i cal churches re sounded with their
melody. The arches of the old cathe drals re ver ber ated the joy ful sound as it
went up from thou sands of happy wor shipers, who were not pre vented by
false del i cacy or nat u ral im per fec tion of voice, from giv ing full vent to all
its force. Luther’s hymns were also sung in the pri vate res i dences of the
well con di tioned cit i zens and in the cot tages of the poor peas ants. Ev ery
where was heard the voice of the singers, for their tongues were loosed by
the power of the truth. The church in vited the na tions to join the an them of
praise, and cried out, “O come, let us sing unto the Lord a new song; Let us
heartily re joice in the strength of our sal va tion.” The na tions heard, and as
the cho rus came sweep ing over the land, they joined their voices, un til it be- 
came uni ver sal.

Other men, such as Weisse, the Her manns, Sel necker and Ring waldt, had
writ ten hymns be fore Ger hardt, which were ex ten sively used in the
churches. Ger hardt revered his po et i cal brethren of the church, and was in- 
flu enced much by the deep pathos and el e vated piety of their church songs.
Some of his most ex quis ite com po si tions are ev i dently founded on some of
theirs, but in style, in me tre, and in ev ery thing else ex ter nal, they could no
longer be mod els for him. Whilst they were nat u ral, pop u lar, and suited to
the times, they were, in many in stances, dis jointed, un melo di ous and rough.
Ger hardt made a won der ful im prove ment in smooth ness of ver si fi ca tion, in
pu rity of style, in beauty of lan guage, and in pro pri ety of fig ure. Whilst
there was more art, there was no less of na ture than in his pre de ces sors; he
was more or na men tal, though no less pop u lar; he was more re fined, though
no less vig or ous; he was more melo di ous, though no less spir i tual. The im- 
proved times called for im proved church hymns. He la bored for Zion as a
poet, even if Prov i dence did not open a way for him as a pas tor. Though he
af ter wards la bored as a preacher, yet it is Ger hardt the poet whom we es pe- 
cially know. As his rep u ta tion as a sa cred poet rose, the Lutheran min is ters
of Berlin now be gan to ap pre ci ate the at tain ments and po et i cal ge nius of the
ob scure pri vate teacher. They par tic u larly ad mired his strong ad he sion to the
Lutheran con fes sions in those days of pre sumed, if not real, per se cu tion.
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They gave him an oc ca sional op por tu nity of preach ing in their pul pits. He
be came pop u lar as a preacher, for he was now well known as a poet, but his
godly life con trib uted more than all, to gain for him the re spect of the peo- 
ple. In all these things he prob a bly an tic i pated an ap proach ing change in his
out ward cir cum stances. His cler i cal friends all en cour aged him with hopes –
he needed en cour age ment, for he was now 7 forty-four years of age, and
still a home less can di date. But he did not de spair. He trusted in God, and
wrote the hymn,

 Ich singe Dir mit Herz und Mund, 
 Herr, meines Herzens Lust—

 I sing to you with heart and voice, 
 My Lord, my soul’s plea sure.

This time his hopes were not des tined to be dis ap pointed — his per se ver ing
con fi dence was to be re warded. A va cancy oc curred in a neigh bor ing town,
and the mag is tracy of the place re quested the Min is terium at Berlin to rec- 
om mend a suit able per son to fill it. They unan i mously rec om mended Ger- 
hardt with out his knowl edge, and he was elected.

We may well imag ine with what feel ings he re ceived this call. Af ter
twenty years of pa tient wail ing and trou ble, his ob ject was at last gained –
his mind was at peace, and he gave ut ter ance to his feel ings in a beau ti ful
hymn.

On No vem ber 18, 1651, he was or dained, and on that day signed the fol- 
low ing dec la ra tion in the Or di na tion Book:— “In the name of the Holy and
In di vis i ble Trin ity, — I con fess and de clare that the doc trine which is em- 
braced in the un al tered Augs burg Con fes sion and its Apol ogy, in the
Schmal kald Ar ti cles, in the Cat e chisms of Luther and the Form of Con cord,
is es tab lished dis tinctly and firmly on the foun da tion of the Scrip tures, and
that, by God’s help, I will ad here un change ably to this faith to the end of my
life.”

With this con fes sion, which was made with the most pro found sin cer ity,
he en tered on the dis charge of his cler i cal func tions, at Mil tenwalde. He had
ex alted views of the re spon si bil ity of his of fice, which in that day was no
sinecure in the Lutheran church. The Sun day ser mons re quired an un com- 
mon de gree of prepa ra tion. It was nec es sary that they should bear the marks
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of ma ture study, and the taste of the times de manded that they should be of a
full hour’s du ra tion. No bap tismal, fu neral or mat ri mo nial ser vice was per- 
formed with out the ac com pa ni ment of a long dis course. The com mu nion
was ad min is tered ev ery week. The com mu ni cants were nu mer ous, and ev- 
ery one of them had a pri vate in ter view with the pas tor. The young peo ple
were cat e chized twice a week, and be sides all this, nu mer ous pas toral vis its
to the sick and oth ers, were to be paid. We can hence, have some idea of the
mul ti plied labors of Ger hardt in the first year of his min istry. He had not
much time to in dulge his nat u ral in cli na tion to po etry, but still, gen uine po- 
et i cal tal ent can not be al to gether sup pressed by out ward cir cum stances.
There are few or no po ets by na ture, who ever wholly break their harps or
hang them on the wall. Ger hardt oc ca sion ally sung in the midst of all his
pas toral en gage ments and anx i eties, and by de grees, the la tent po etic fire
burnt forth in all its orig i nal ve he mence.

With all his fame as a poet – with all his pop u lar ity as a preacher – with
all his at tain ments as a the olo gian – with all his strong trust in the Prov i- 
dence of God, he still felt there was some thing want ing to com plete his hap- 
pi ness. He felt un easy – he looked around him and within him for the cause.
He could find none; at length he came to the con clu sion that it was his soli- 
tary life, and if he had one to share his anx i eties, he would be per fectly
happy. Anna Berthold was still un mar ried, but could he, a cler i cal bach e lor
of forty-five, ex pect to gain the hand of the young lady of twenty-three? Af- 
ter long de lib er a tion, and prayer and trem bling, he suc ceeded. Then came
forth that splen did para phrase of Prov. 31, in which the wise man char ac ter- 
izes a vir tu ous woman. Ger hardt has put it into beau ti ful verse, and Anna
was the model.

He was mar ried on Feb ru ary 11, 1655. He con veyed his bride to his hum- 
ble home, deem ing him self the hap pi est man alive. His ap pre hen sions that
the youth ful bride would en counter many in con ve niences and pri va tions in
the con fined lim its of his vil lage par son age, were re al ized. Her hus band’s
nu mer ous en gage ments of ten left her in dreary soli tude, and she longed af ter
more con ge nial so ci ety than the place af forded. Ger hardt ob served her dis- 
qui etude, and sought to cheer her melan choly spirit by strik ing the wires of
Zion’s harp. He wrote an ode suited to her state of mind. She re cov ered her
cheer ful ness, and dis charged all her do mes tic du ties with a lively as siduity,
and was in all re spects a per fect pat tern of a Chris tian house wife.
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But do mes tic sor rows were also al lot ted to Ger hardt. The hap pi est fam ily
is also called on to mourn. The loveli est earthly Par adise also bears bri ars.
The death of his first born over whelmed him with grief. We have no hymn
re fer ring par tic u larly to this melan choly event, for it doubt less re quired all
his faith and time, by prayer and ex hor ta tion, to sup port the crushed spirit of
his wife.

There were other sources of un easi ness and anx i ety. His in creased ex- 
penses – a small in come – the de jec tion of his wife, to gether with un pleas- 
ant of fi cial re la tions to his col league, weighed heav ily on his mind. These,
and other dif fi cul ties grew daily. Anna saw no hope of re lief – she an tic i- 
pated the sever est pri va tions – she went about mourn ing all the day. — Ger- 
hardt preached con so la tion, and quoted that beau ti ful pas sage, Ps. 37:5.
“Com mit thy way unto the Lord: trust in him also, and he shall bring it to
pass.” Full of this sen ti ment, he re tired to the gar den, and there, un der an ar- 
bor, wrote that well-known hymn,

 Be fiehl du deine Wege. 
 [Com mit your ways]

A good Eng lish trans la tion of this hymn is in cluded as an Ap pen dix.
It con sists of twelve stan zas, each be gin ning with a word of the scrip tural

pas sage. The whole is most ad mirably man aged. He brought it in – read it to
the dis con so late wife, and no won der she was com forted. It ex presses the
most com plete sub mis sion to the di vine will, and the fullest con fi dence that
God would send de liv er ance from all their sor rows.

On the evening of the same day, a mes sen ger de liv ered to him a large
sealed let ter from the mag is tracy of Berlin, the very sight of which greatly
alarmed the ner vous and sen si tive Anna. Ger hardt broke the seal and read it.
It was a call to the di a conate of St. Nico lai in Berlin! He re-read it with tears
– all his anx i eties about sup port were now at an end. In the rap ture of his
heart, he said to his wife, “see how God pro vides!—did I not say, ‘com mit
thy ways to the Lord!’”

But he did not rashly ac cept the call. It was only af ter much de lib er a tion,
that he yielded to the so lic i ta tions of the mag is tracy, and in July, 1657, he
re moved to Berlin. Fer vent prayer, deep search ing of heart, and self-abase- 
ment char ac ter ized his en trance on the du ties of his new sta tion. It was then
that he wrote that sweet hymn,
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 Ich weiss, mein Gott, dass all’ mein Thun, etc. 
 [I know my God that all my do ing.]

He moved among a peo ple who loved him – his col leagues rev er enced him
– the whole chris tian com mu nity re spected him. The first five years were
passed with out any ex tra or di nary tri als. He was, how ever, af ter wards deeply
af flicted by the loss of sev eral chil dren. Ev ery fa ther will feel the full force
of the fol low ing stanza of a hymn, writ ten on such an oc ca sion.

 Ach! wie muss doch ein ein’ges Kind 
 Bei uns auf dieser Er den, 
 Da man doeh nichts als Bosheit find’t, 
 So hoch geschonet wer den. 
 Wie hitzt, wie brennt der Vatersinn 
 Wie giebt, wie schenkt er alles hin. 
 Eh’ als Er an das Schenken, 
 Des Ein’gen nur will denken.

[Rough Trans la tion:]

 Oh! how must a sin gle child 
 With us on this earth, 
 Since you do not find any thing but mal ice, 
 To be so high. 
 How hot, how burn ing the fa ther’s spirit 
 How gives, how he gives ev ery thing. 
 Eh ’as he to the giv ing, 
 One’s only want to think.

Dur ing this pe riod, he ap pears to have writ ten many of his finest com po si- 
tions, and to have at tained an ex tra or di nary celebrity.

But the lute of song was not the only in stru ment on which he was called
to play at Berlin. There was an other which he was com pelled to grasp. It
gave out no sweet sounds – it breathed forth no melo di ous notes. Its tones
were rough, dis cor dant, un mu si cal. It was the war trum pet of the polemic.

The re la tions of the Lutheran church in Bran den burg, were, at that time,
pe cu liar and crit i cal. Ger hardt was de voted to her in ter ests with all his heart.
The dif fi cul ties with the Re formed had not di min ished. The Elec tor fa vored
the lat ter, and many of his mea sures were re garded by the Luther ans as op- 
pres sive, and re stric tive of the lib erty of con science. Thus, for in stance, Po- 
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mar ius was for a time sus pended from of fice for a sharp at tack on the Re- 
formed Court Preacher, Bergius, and was at last to tally dis charged and ex- 
iled, for a ser mon against the Re formed faith. All this, and more that might
be men tioned, only tended to es tab lish the Luther ans more firmly in their
creed. The the o log i cal war raged most fiercely – the churches re sounded
with most unlovely anath e mas – the pul pits were the arena of a fu ri ous glad- 
i a tor ship – the presses groaned un der the weight of the heav i est books, and
the whole coun try was in a heat of polem i cal wrath. Af ter many fu tile
procla ma tions to peace on the part of the Elec tor, one of which even for bade
his sub jects to study at the Lutheran uni ver sity of Wit ten berg, he at length
or dered a con fer ence to be held be tween the Re formed and Lutheran The- 
olo gians of Berlin and Cologne, on the Spree. Ger hardt took an ac tive part
in it. — The con fer ence met. There was much par ley ing, and even dodg ing,
be fore the pre lim i nar ies were set tled, and much cross and bush fight ing af ter
the con test be gan. It was a long time even, be fore they de ter mined which
point, pre cisely, to fight about. The doc trine of the Lord’s Sup per was fi- 
nally hit upon. The com bat ants en tered the arena – the sig nal was given —
the con test raged fiercely for a while – blow suc ceeded blow, but af ter all,
for the most part, it was blows in the air. There was more noise than pain –
more words than wounds. They fi nally agreed to stop the dis cus sion, and
mu tu ally vowed, that whilst each party would most per ti na ciously ad here to
its dog mas, yet that they would show each other all Chris tian re spect, and
most heartily de sire each other’s sal va tion!

With this they might have been con tented, but it was not only peace
which the Re formed de sired – it was union, and the Luther ans were ex- 
pected to make con ces sions. This oc ca sioned an other long dis cus sion. The
Elec tor be came im pa tient, and he took no pains to con ceal his dis plea sure
with the Luther ans. They did not yield, and even the elec toral dis plea sure
could not bend their sturdy necks. Ger hardt was a prime com bat ant in all
these var i ous and pro tracted con tro ver sies, and dur ing this pe riod, we see
but few hymns from his pen. Can there be any thing so un con ge nial with po- 
etic in spi ra tion, as ac ri mo nious, the o log i cal con tro versy? The war fi nally
ter mi nated, and like most oth ers of a sim i lar char ac ter, each party was only
the more firmly con vinced of the truth of his po si tion, and the less in clined
to love his dis sentient brother.

Ger hardt’s the o log i cal writ ings, which this con tro versy elicited, are said
to dis play a mas terly ex hi bi tion of the Lutheran sys tem, as so ci ated with ex- 



19

ten sive learn ing, vast com pre hen sive ness of view, acute dis crim i na tion, and
won der ful polem i cal skill.

He had leisure now for the more spe cial dis charge of his pas toral du ties.
His new born son, Paul Fred er ick, glad dened his heart – but he was not
with out do mes tic trou bles. His fa ther-in-law’s death deeply af flicted him.
Af ter a sea son of tran quil ity, the ec cle si as ti cal hori zon again be gan to be
cov ered with por ten tous clouds. The Lutheran clergy trem bled, for an edict
was is sued by the Elec tor, for bid ding the clergy, on pain of de po si tion, from
charg ing any of their brethren with false doc trine – from con demn ing op- 
pos ing par ties – from de duc ing any mis chievous re sult from po si tions main- 
tained, and he or dered, more over, that ex or cism in bap tism should be left to
the choice of the par ents of the bap tized child.

This edict was man i festly aimed at the Lutheran clergy, and of course, it
oc ca sioned among them a gen eral alarm. They saw that their lib erty of con- 
science was in vaded, and they held it to be their con sci en tious duty to main- 
tain the pu rity of their doc trine, and hence, also, pub licly to re fute false doc- 
trine, and by proper and log i cal in fer ence, to show its dan ger ous re sults.

Ger hardt, and most of his cler i cal brethren, were in a dread ful predica- 
ment. They did not wish to dis obey their law ful sov er eign, nor, on the other
hand, could they re spect the edict, which they re garded as man i festly against
the word of God. In this state of alarm, they pre sented an hum ble pe ti tion to
his elec toral grace, be seech ing him to al low them now, as for merly, un re- 
stricted lib erty of con science, and to grant to the Luther ans, the same priv i- 
leges which even the Romish church en joyed. The pe ti tion was con temp tu- 
ously thrown aside, and an or der was at the same time is sued, that ev ery
man of them should bind him self by a writ ten pledge, to fol low out the
edict, on pain of dis missal from of fice. Many cler gy men of the coun try
signed the dec la ra tion – many oth ers hes i tated long.— The Berlin ers would
not de cide for them selves, and asked the opin ion and ad vice of the the olo- 
gians of Leipzig, Helm stadt, Jena, Wit ten berg, Ham burg and Nurn berg.

The opin ions of these learned men were var i ous. The scru ples of the
Berlin ers were not re moved. In the mean time, they sought to es cape the
pledge by si lence. But the Elec tor was not to be put off – he was not that
sort of man. He heard of their ask ing for eign the olo gians whether they, his
sub jects, should obey his laws, and this en raged him. He con ceived that
herein they showed mis trust and dis obe di ence. He was not to be tri fled with,
and im me di ately or dered the re cu sants to ap pear be fore the Con sis to rium,
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there to de liver up the recorded opin ions of the for eign the olo gians, sign the
dec la ra tion, or be de posed. Two days af ter, the or der was some what mod i- 
fied. Only two of the re cu sants were or dered to ap pear — time was given to
the oth ers for con sid er a tion, but fi nal dis obe di ence was to end in dis missal.
On the ap pointed day, two of them were cited. Ger hardt ac com pa nied them!
They could not say, as Paul said on an anal o gous oc ca sion, “no man stood
by me.” The aged Lil ius, and the un yield ing Rein hardt re fused to sign, and
they were de posed. Ger hardt and the oth ers were threat ened with the same
pun ish ment. Not with stand ing the alarm ing ex am ple made of Lil ius and
Rein hardt, they de ter mined not to sign. They de clared this to the mag is trate,
and be sought him to use his in flu ence with the Elec tor, to have the two de- 
posed min is ters re stored, with out sign ing the pledge. The mag is trate in ter- 
ceded. The clergy, at the same time, pre sented a pe ti tion, promis ing also to
send, in a few days, their con sci en tious scru ples, which they humbly hoped,
the Elec tor would re spect. A curt, re pul sive re ply was given, and even the
dec la ra tion of their scru ples, sent in, a few days af ter, was un gra ciously re- 
ceived.

Nat u rally much alarmed at this, they re newed their pe ti tion and promised
to re frain from all se vere crim i na tion of their op po nents and made such
other con ces sions as the edict re quired. In a word, they yielded. They were
not pre pared at that time to lose their places, their bread, and, prob a bly, their
lives for their the o log i cal dog mas.

If the Elec tor had been im par tial in this af fair, he might have been sat is- 
fied with their ac knowl edg ment. But be was not. He was pledged to one of
the par ties, and was as big oted in his faith as were the Luther ans. Still the
busi ness had to be set tled. The de po si tion of two wor thy min is ters had cre- 
ated much ex cite ment. It was re garded as a di rect at tack against the lib erty
of con science, and, par tic u larly, as an as sault on the Luther ans. The peo ple
com plained that the Re formed faith was to be forced on their con sciences,
and that the Lutheran wor ship was to be ob structed and changed. These
com plaints be came so loud and gen eral, that the Elec tor felt com pelled, by a
pub lic procla ma tion, to dis pel these ap pre hen sions of his sub jects, and to
jus tify his con duct to wards the two ex pelled min is ters. This en cour aged the
mag is tracy and cit i zens to re new their pe ti tion for the restora tion of these
men. The Elec tor granted it so far as to give Lil ius fur ther time for re flec- 
tion, but as for Rein hardt, who was the prime dis turber of the church’s
peace, he was ex iled on the spot, and the oth ers were to hold them selves in
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readi ness to sign. Rein hardt left the coun try, and his for mer col leagues in
vain, once more, de clared their peace ful in ten tions.

The Elec toral leg is la ture now in ter fered and be sought His Grace to ex er- 
cise mod er a tion. They brought up var i ous acts of the gov ern ment, that
seemed to jus tify the course of the clergy. Mea sures were adopted in con cert
with the Elec tor to set tle the dis pute, but they could not agree upon the ex act
mode. In the mean time, the Coun cil or Leg is la ture ad journed The Elec tor
went to Cleves and thus the mat ter was left un de cided.

Ger hardt had de ter mined from the be gin ning, not to sign the dec la ra tion.
He now hoped to es cape it al to gether, but when he re flected on the res o lute
char ac ter of the Elec tor, he was still full of ap pre hen sion. He looked for ward
with dread to the time, when he, like Rein hardt, should be turned away
with out a home, or bread or hope.

Some time af ter this, the aged Lil ius was in duced to re cant, — he signed
and was re stored. The Elec tor, in his let ter to the Con sis to rium, par tic u larly
des ig nated Ger hardt as one of the most ob sti nate, and or dered him to be
cited. He ap peared and was in formed of the Elec toral will, — sign or suf fer.
He re fused. Though charged with con tu macy, eight days were al lowed him
for de lib er a tion. At first, he ac cepted of the propo si tion, but im me di ately af- 
ter, said that he had con sid ered it long enough and would not change his
mind! In the name of the Elec tor he was de posed, and Paul Ger hardt ceased
to be the min is ter of St. Nico lai!

We need not be in doubt, how he re ceived this long threat ened blow. His
con fi dence in God was not shaken, but. how could his sickly, de spond ing
wife, en dure the dis as ter? A gen eral sym pa thy was felt for him, — the peo- 
ple were over whelmed with grief at the thought of los ing such a gifted pas- 
tor as Ger hardt. They united with the town coun cils in a pe ti tion in his be- 
half. The pe ti tion was for warded to Cleves. The Elec tor replied that he knew
noth ing about the re mark able piety of Ger hardt, for which he was so highly
ex tolled in the pe ti tion,— he only knew that he was an ob sti nate, stiff-
necked Lutheran, who would not sign him self and in flu enced his col leagues
to fol low his per ni cious ex am ple, and that he did not re gard this as any ev i- 
dence of piety,—he must sign or quit the coun try.

The pub li ca tion of this re ply alarmed and ex cited the cit i zens. They met
to gether and con sulted. They re newed their most earnest pe ti tion. It was un- 
kindly re ceived. The Elec tor charged the pe ti tion ers with sedi tion, ex ag ger a- 
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tion and even false hood, and he for bade the of fi cer to hand in any other pe ti- 
tions from that quar ter.

All ac cess to the Elec toral fa vor was now hemmed up. An ap pli ca tion
from the Coun cil even met with sim i lar treat ment. Noth ing was left for Ger- 
hardt now, but for his con gre ga tion and nu mer ous friends to show their sym- 
pa thy, and by their lib er al ity to se cure him against want. Thus de posed, what
was he to do? He turned again to his long ne glected harp, and once more
tuned its strings and sang, if pos si ble, more sweetly than ever.

Eleven months were thus passed. His friends in the mean while, gath ered
round him, and he did not suf fer, at least, for the nec es saries of life. The
Elec tor re turned to Berlin.— He sent for the mag is trate, and or dered him to
re in state Ger hardt!! He even sent his own pri vate sec re tary to in form him of
the fact, which was an act of ex tra or di nary fa vor and con de scen sion. The
joy was gen eral, and Ger hardt was the only one who did not par tic i pate in it.
Al though he re sumed a por tion of his of fi cial du ties, he would not take upon
him self the whole. He feared the Elec tor was un der a false im pres sion of his
po si tion, and that he had changed his views with re gard to the Form of Con- 
cord, for he would not pur chase his restora tion at the ex pense of even sus- 
pected change of prin ci ple.—The re sult of the whole af fair was, that Ger- 
hardt could not con sci en tiously re-en ter on his of fice with the con di tions an- 
nexed by the Elec tor. His fate was now de cided,—he took leave of his at- 
tached peo ple, and re tired again into the pri vacy of do mes tic life.

An edi tion of his hymns was pub lished, and it is likely that he de rived a
por tion of his sup port from that source. He con tin ued to write, and main- 
tained the same sim plic ity – the same ac com mo da tion to the pop u lar feel ing
and com pre hen sion, that dis tin guished him from ihe be gin ning. He sus- 
tained a truly na tional char ac ter, whilst the sec u lar po etry of the Ger mans of
that day was an af fected im i ta tion of for eign mod els, full of con ceit, ex ag- 
ger a tion and bom bast.

His con gre ga tion could not be per suaded to give him up. They still hoped
to have him re stored, and hes i tated about call ing a suc ces sor. Thus he lived,
beloved and hon ored by his con gre ga tion and ad mired by the whole Chris- 
tian pop u la tion of Berlin.
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Ap pen dix - “God’s Way The
Best.”

“BE FIEHL DU DEINE WEGE.”
A Hymn from the Ger man of Paul Ger hardt.

Trans lated by Henry Mills, D. D., of Auburn, New York.

 [1] Com mit thy way, con fid ing, 
 When tri als here arise. 
 To him whose hand is guid ing 
 The tu mults of the skies.

 There, clouds and tem pests, rag ing, 
 Have each its path as signed; 
 Will God, for thee en gag ing, 
 No way of safety find?

[2] Trust in the Lord! His fa vor 
 Will for thy wants pro vide. 
 Re gard his word! — and ever 
 Thy work shall safe abide.

 When sor rows here o’er take thee, 
 And self-in flicted care, 
 Let not thy God for sake thee!— 
 He lis tens for thy pray’r.

 [3] Thine eye that’s never weary, 
 Thou God of truth and grace, 
 Sees all that’s bright, or dreary, 
 Be falling all our race:

 Of faith – whate’er op poses— 
 Thou wilt’ the cause main tain; 
 And, when the con flict closes, 
 Thy vict’ry shall be seen.
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 [4] Thy way thro’ na ture reaches, 
 Nor fails its on ward course; 
 Thy work of good ness teaches 
 Of good the only source:

 Thy skill, by naught im peded. 
 Will what is best pur sue; 
 All by thy peo ple needed 
 Thine arm of strength will do.

 [5] Should Sa tan league his forces, 
 God’s pur pose to with stand, 
 Think not their rage and curses 
 Can stay his lifted hand!

 When he makes known his plea sure, 
 The coun sel of his will, 
 That, in its ut most mea sure. 
 Will he at last ful fill.

 [6] Hope on then! — weak be liever, 
 Hope on, and fal ter not! 
 He will thy soul de liver 
 From deeps of trou bled thought.

 Thy graces he will nour ish, 
 With hope thy heart em ploy, 
 Till faith and love shall flour ish 
 And yield their fruits of joy.

 [7] Up, Up! — bid now to sor row 
 And all thy cares — “Good night!” 
 Why trou ble seek, and bor row 
 A charge that’s not thy right? —

 Thou art not made con troller, 
 How things should be to tell; 
 ’Tis God that sits the Ruler, 
 Di rect ing all things well.

 [8] The plan to his dis cre tion. 
 And all its parts, re sign? 
 Thou’lt find, on its com ple tion, 
 The won der will be thine—
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 How, what by thee was noted 
 As dark, — now un der stood, — 
 Most wisely has pro moted 
 His glory, and thy good.

 [9] ‘Tis true, that for a sea son 
 God may his gifts re strain, 
 And leave thee room to rea son— 
 ’If all thy trust be vain;’

 Or, — while thy hope shall wa ver. 
 Thy fears and griefs pre vail, 
 To ask — “Must then God’s fa vor 
 And all his mer cies fail?”

 [10] But if the trial, ended, 
 Shall show thy love is true; 
 His love, to thee ex tended. 
 Will show his wis dom too.

 From sor rows that op press thee. 
 He will thy peace re store. 
 And by these sor rows bless thee 
 With heart to love him more.

 [11] Well bless’d, — such grace re ceiv ing! 
 God owns thee for a son! 
 With joy, and with thanks giv ing, 
 Be hold the vic tor’s crown!

 Thy hand the palm-branch raises, — 
 God gives it thee, to bear; — 
 Then shout aloud his praises 
 Who has re moved thy care!

 [12] The sor rows, Lord, that try us, 
 O bring them to an end! 
 With needed strength sup ply us! 
 Thy love to us com mend!

 That we, till death, pur su ing 
 The best – thy cho sen – way. 
 May then, our life re new ing, 
 Praise thee in end less day.
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)
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