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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

BEN JAMIN KURTZ (1795-1865) de clined his elec tion to pro fes sor ship at the
Lutheran The o log i cal Sem i nary be cause “He loved his work on the
Lutheran Ob server too well to give it up for any other… He was not un der
the con trol of any Synod or Board, and pur sued his own in de pen dent way.”

“Dr. Kurtz stoutly main tained what was called the Evan gel i cal stand- 
point… He was not what we call a learned man or a pro found the olo gian…
but he was un com monly in tel li gent in all the or di nary af fairs of life and
achieved more good in the min istry than many of far greater at tain ments.
The de gree of D. D. was con ferred upon him by the Wash ing ton Col lege,
and that of LL. D. by the Wit ten berg Col lege.” (source: John Mor ris in
Jens son’s Amer i can Lutheran Bi ogra phies. 1890)

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.
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How Should The Gospel Be
Preached?

By Ben jamin Kurtz, D. D., of Bal ti more, Md

THE GREAT AMER I CAN lex i cog ra pher is doubt less cor rect, when he de rives the
term gospel, from the old Saxon word, god spell; god, good, and spell, his- 
tory, re la tion, etc. Ac cord ing to this et y mol ogy, the word sig ni fies a his tory
or nar ra tive of some thing good, the an nounce ment of agree able in for ma- 
tion, a joy ful mes sage, or the com mu ni ca tion of glad tid ings. This def i ni tion
an swers ex actly to the Greek term em ployed for the same pur pose,
viz. εὺαγγέλλιον — evan gelium, the lit eral mean ing of which is, a good or
joy ful mes sage.

But in the re marks we are about to make, we use the term in a more ex- 
tended sense, im ply ing a rev e la tion of God to fallen man, through a Me di a- 
tor, com pre hend ing the whole scheme of sal va tion, at first faintly in ti mated
to our first par ents, then, by de grees and from age to age, more dis tinctly
dis closed by the prophets of the old dis pen sa tion, and at last fully and per- 
fectly un folded by Christ and his apos tles.

This gospel was preached to Abra ham, Gal. 3:8., be ing con tained in the
prom ise: “In thy seed shall all na tions be blessed.” It is called the Gospel of
God, be cause it was orig i nally de rived from the Fa ther; Rom. 1:1. It is de- 
nom i nated the Gospel of the grace of God, be cause it pro ceeds from, and
man i fests his fa vor, and is the means whereby his grace is be stowed; Acts
20: 24. It is termed the Gospel of Christ, inas much as he is the im me di ate
au thor, and the sub ject mat ter of it. Rom. 1:16. It is rep re sented as the
gospel of sal va tion, for it re veals sal va tion, ex plains the plan of sal va tion,
and teaches how we may at tain to sal va tion. Eph. 1: 13.

But, with out de tain ing the reader on a sub ject which is gen er ally un der- 
stood by Chris tians, we shall at once pro ceed to the con sid er a tion of the
great ques tion at the head of this ar ti cle, viz., “How should the Gospel be
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preached?” We mean not, by what means shall it be dis sem i nated to the
ends of the earth, or what mea sures must be pur sued in or der to put it into
the pos ses sion of, and bring un der its sav ing in flu ence all the na tions and
kin dred of the earth. Doubt less this is a mo men tous in ter roga tory, wor thy of
the ex er cise of all our wis dom and benev o lence, and of our most earnest
prayers. But for the present we have our mind di rected mainly to the man- 
ner or mode in which the glad tid ings should be pro claimed to those who
as sem ble to hear them. In re spect to this in ter est ing ques tion we re mark,
that it should be preached with —

1. Plain ness

So Paul preached it, and his ex am ple has as strong claims on our im i ta- 
tion, as his au thor ity has on our obe di ence. “Be ye fol low ers of me even as I
also am of Christ.” 1 Cor. 11:1. Paul was a scholar, and might have made a
most im pos ing dis play of learn ing. A stu dent of Gamaliel, ini ti ated into the
philo sophic lore of bis day, and ac quainted with all its in tri ca cies and high-
sound ing tech ni cal i ties,— what a flour ish he might have made! how he had
it in his power to make the ig no rant gaze and gape, and the learned won der
and ad mire! But not such a man was Paul, — not such a vain-glo ri ous thing
had been even Saul of Tar sus.— “And I, brethren,” says he, “when I came
to you, came not with ex cel lency of speech or of wis dom, declar ing unto
you the tes ti mony of God;” (1 Cor. 2:1.) i. e. not with the flour ish and arts
of rhetoric used by your philoso phers, who sought af ter gor geous ness of
dic tion, rather than so lid ity of truth. It was well for his hear ers that he thus
es chewed all self dis play and stud ied sim plic ity of speech, for in a con trary
event the masses would not have un der stood him. But he as signs a dif fer ent
and still more co gent rea son for his plain ness. He says: “Christ sent me to
preach the gospel, not with wis dom of words, lest the cross of Christ should
he made of none ef fect,” (1 Cor. 1:17.) i. e. lest the nu mer ous con ver sions
which fol lowed and the won der ful ul te rior re sults should be at trib uted to his
learn ing and elo quence, and not to the work ing of the Holy Spirit. A dis tin- 
guished and pop u lar writer re marks, that, “In all the re vivals of re li gion
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with which he was ac quainted, God ap peared to make very lit tle use of hu- 
man elo quence, even when pos sessed by pi ous men. His own ner vous
truths, an nounced by plain com mon sense, though in homely phrase, have
been the gen eral means of the con vic tion and con ver sion of sin ners.” Hu- 
man elo quence and learn ing have of ten been suc cess fully em ployed in de- 
fend ing the out works of Chris tian ity; but sim plic ity and truth alone have
pre served the citadel. Luther once re marked, when in com pany with a min- 
is ter who had been ex u ber ant in rhetor i cal fig ures: We should pro claim the
truth so plainly that the poor un cul ti vated peas ant who stands be hind the
door with cap in hand, may know what we mean, and then we are sure that
the learned will un der stand us. But if you must needs make a pa rade of your
eru di tion, wait till you re turn to your study, and there you may spout Latin
and Greek and de claim in words so huge and lofty, and flights so tow er ing,
that even our Lord God him self shall be amazed at your learn ing!

It is the busi ness of the Chris tian min is ter to tell the peo ple, in all frank- 
ness and sim plic ity, that they are fallen, hell-de serv ing and per ish ing sin- 
ners; that hav ing bro ken the law of God, times with out, num ber, the law’s
heavy curse is upon them, and that nei ther they nor oth ers can re move the
curse or work out their de liv er ance; but also, that a free and glo ri ous sal va- 
tion has been pre pared for them; that Je sus Christ who suf fered in Geth se- 
mane and was cru ci fied on Cal vary, is the promised Mes siah, the eter nal
Son of God, the great De stroyer of the works of the devil, of the guilt, pol- 
lu tion and power of sin, and the Almighty Sav ior of all who truly re pent,
be lieve, and sub mit to his gov ern ment and laws. These solemn and all-mo- 
men tous truths need no ar ti fi cial dress; the arts and trap pings of mere hu- 
man elo quence are thrown away upon them. As the ripe and lus cious fruit
re quires no condi ment to im prove its taste, so the pre cious doc trine of the
Cross needs none of the strat a gems of dra matic ex hi bi tion to im part en ergy
to it; or, as the blaz ing lu mi nary of day scorns the pen cil of the artist as a
means to brighten up its ef ful gence, so the glo ri ous tid ings of sal va tion
through Christ, can re ceive no ad di tional lus ter from the arts of hu man in- 
ven tion. They shine with the great est splen dor when pre sented in their un- 
adorned but di vine power, and per mit ted to glow and burn in their own na- 
tive, heaven-born light.

Was the pul pit con structed to be made a the ater to show off our scholas- 
tic at tain ments and pow ers of or a tory; to build up a rep u ta tion, ob tain a
name among men, and wreathe our own brow with lau rels? Or, is it de- 
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signed to af ford an op por tu nity to pro claim the good news of sal va tion to
fallen man; to point out the way of eter nal life; to ex hort, to sup port, and to
cheer the suf fer ing sin ner? Are not these the glo ri ous top ics on which we
have to en large — and do these need the tricks and tin sel of or a tory, or the
stud ied beau ties of elo quence? Shall truths and coun sels like these be
couched in terms which the poor and ig no rant can not un der stand? “Let all
elo quent preach ers be ware,” said Kirk White, “lest, they fill any man’s ears
with sound ing words, when they should be feed ing his soul with the bread
of life! Let them fear lest, in stead of hon or ing God, they honor them selves!
If any man as cend the pul pit with the in ten tion of ut ter ing a fine thing, he is
com mit ting a deadly sin.” Let all, how ever, re mem ber, that there is a
medium, and that vul gar ity and mean ness are cau tiously to be shunned. But,
while we speak with pro pri ety and chastity, we can not be too fa mil iar, or
too plain.

Robert Hall once re marked, “I am tor mented with the de sire of writ ing
bet ter than I can.” He was one of the most fin ished writ ers of his day, and
yet his am bi tion to write still bet ter, to ex cel even him self, gave him a vast
amount of anx i ety and la bor. Are not many min is ters equally tor mented to
preach bet ter than they can? And how of ten, when thus am bi tiously aim ing
higher than they can reach, for their own glory, rather than that of their
Mas ter, does God leave them to their coun sels, with hold ing free dom of
thought and ut ter ance, and per mit ting them to bring de served re proach and
mor ti fi ca tion upon them selves? The swan can not soar aloft with the ea gle,
nor can even the ea gle tower higher than its pin ions and the daz zling rays of
the sun will per mit. In ei ther case dis ap point ment and hu mil i a tion, if not
some thing worse, will be the penalty of the vain at tempt. Hence the force of
the proverb: “Nie mand fliege höher denn ihm die Fed ern gewach sen
sind;”— i. e. let no one at tempt to fly higher than his plumage will carry
him.

“But I have no wish,” con tin ued the or a tor of Paisly, “to make fine,
pretty ser mons. Pret ti ness is well enough, when pret ti ness is in place. I like
to see a pretty child, a pretty flower, but in a ser mon pret ti ness is out of
place. To my ear it would be any thing but com men da tion, should it be said
to me: ‘you have given us a pretty ser mon.’”

Sup pose a man were on trial for his life, and his ad vo cate should amuse
the jury with tropes and fig ures, bury ing his ar gu ment be neath a pro fu sion
of the flow ers of rhetoric, how would the ar raigned crim i nal feel? Would he
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not be tempted to break through the ac cus tomed re straints of pro pri ety, and
ex claim, in all the agony of tor tur ing ap pre hen sion: “Hold, man of vain
words and self-renown! you care more for your own van ity than for my res- 
cue. For pity’s sake, put your self in my place,— speak in view of the gal- 
lows,— re mem ber, my very ex is tence is in jeop ardy, and let the thought of
the scaf fold and the rope take hold of your mind, and then you will for get
your self, and tell your story plainly and earnestly.” There can be no se ri ous
ob jec tion to a lady’s wind ing a sword with rib bons, and stud ding it with
roses when she presents it to her hero-lover, but in the day of bat tle he will
tear away the or na ment and use a naked edge on the en emy.

We have al ready quoted Luther on this sub ject; let us hear him again:
“Thun der and light ning, O Luther,” said Melanchthon, “are all thy words.”
One evening af ter tea, when the learned and elo quent Bucer was his guest,
Luther paid a flat ter ing com pli ment to his no ble coad ju tor in the Ref or ma- 
tion. Bucer had de liv ered that day a pro found and highly fin ished ser mon,
from Luther’s pul pit in Wit ten berg. Luther was lib eral in prais ing it, on the
score of learn ing and or a tory; and praise from such a man was not a thing to
be lightly es teemed. “But, af ter all,” added the il lus tri ous Re former, “I can
preach bet ter than you, brother Bucer” This sounded oddly enough, but
Bucer took it in good part, and replied:

“To be sure you can, brother Mar tin; ev ery body knows that you are the
prince of preach ers.”—

“Do not, how ever, un der stand me,” re joined Luther, “as though I spoke
merely in praise of my self. I am fully aware of my weak ness, and am con- 
scious of my in in abil ity to de liver a ser mon so learned and elo quent as the
one I have heard from your lips this af ter noon. But my method is, when I
en ter the pul pit, to look at the peo ple who sit in the aisle, be cause they are
prin ci pally Van dals.” (By this term he meant the com mon peo ple, and al- 
luded to the cir cum stance that that re gion of coun try had been for merly
over run by hordes of ig no rant Van dals.)

“I keep my eye upon the Van dals, and en deavor to preach what they can
un der stand. But you shoot over their heads. Your ser mon was cal cu lated for
learned hear ers. My Van dals could not un der stand you. I com pare them to a
cry ing babe, which is sooner sat is fied with the breast of its mother, than the
rich est con fec tioner ies. So my peo ple are more nour ished with the sim ple
word of the gospel, than by the deep est eru di tion, though ac com pa nied with
all the em bel lish ments of or a tory.”
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It would be well, if all min is ters of the Gospel kept Luther’s ex am ple, in
this re spect, con stantly be fore them. The world at large need the “sim ple
word of the Gospel.” — This ad dresses it self di rectly to their re li gious na- 
ture — to the heart and con science. It pre tends not to phi los o phize. It ap- 
peals to the spon ta neous con vic tion of the soul, and, ap plied by the Spirit, it
sat is fies its deep est wants. Were a se vere and ex tended process of rea son ing
nec es sary to an ap pre hen sion of its doc trines, the un e d u cated would re main
ig no rant of them. But as it is, no one need be des ti tute of the gospel for
want of ca pac ity to per ceive its truths.

Does not the word of God ad dress all men as Van dals? Does it not find
them all alike in the same con di tion, need ing the same spir i tual reg i men? Is
it not de signed for the poor and ig no rant and out cast, as well as for the more
fa vored classes, the learned and cul ti vated of this world? Or are the lat ter
above the need of its helps, and ca pa ble of at tain ing the same ends in an- 
other way? No, truly, it makes no such dis tinc tions. The man of the might i- 
est ge nius or the most ac com plished in tel lect, must be come a docile child,
as well as the most un cul ti vated sin ner and the rud est sav age — or never be
spir i tu ally ren o vated. He pos sesses no van tage ground in re spect to his spir- 
i tual des ti tu tion or ne ces si ties. He is the son of want, and must be fed from
the same store house, and with the same food, as the low est of his fel low
crea tures. There is a strait gait of knowl edge through which he must pass on
en ter ing the king dom, and many of the re sults of his rea son ings must be
aban doned at that en trance, while he con fesses him self a mere dis ci ple all
the way in his progress.

But, again, the Gospel should be preached also with –

2. Fer vor

If any preacher think that plain ness in it self will sup ply the want of
warmth of feel ing, he will be dis ap pointed. A deep ex per i men tal and abid- 
ing con vic tion of the truth of the Gospel will pro duce a glo ri ous en thu si- 
asm, and with out a de gree of en thu si asm no lofty and ar du ous en ter prise
has ever been com menced, much less con sum mated. If at any time, ap a thy
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or a dull prosy list less ness be in ex cus able, it is when we are un fold ing and
in cul cat ing the sub lime truths of rev e la tion; when we are en deav or ing to
per suade men to flee from the wrath to come, and seek an in ter est in the
blood-pur chased sal va tion prof fered in the gospel. Surely, on such an oc ca- 
sion, our hearts should burn with a holy fire. We should speak as the
anointed of the Lord, with a pro found con scious ness that we are am bas- 
sadors from the court of heaven to a per ish ing, but still, salv able world, and
also un der a sense of our own re spon si bil ity and of the eter nal con se- 
quences, for good or evil, that must re sult to those who hear us.

It is only when we feel, that we can ex pect oth ers to feel; when our af fec- 
tions are moved, that we are likely to in flu ence the hearts of our hear ers.
Not that our zeal im parts a di vine ef fi cacy to the doc trines of the Gospel,
but be cause it is in this way that God re quires us to preach them; be cause
this mode of preach ing is in it self, hu manly speak ing, best adapted to the
con for ma tion of hu man na ture, and has the prom ise that God will honor it
with his bless ing.

Pe ter was a man of quick and ar dent im pulses, and three thou sand con- 
ver sions con sti tuted the rich fruit of a sin gle ser mon, de liv ered from the
deep depths of his burn ing soul, on the day of Pen te cost. That this glow ing
fer vor was one of the chief el e ments in the char ac ter of Paul, is ev i dent
from the spirit and man ner in which he op posed the Gospel and per se cuted
the Chris tians prior to his con ver sion; and who has ever been more suc cess- 
ful in pro claim ing the joy ful tid ings of the gospel?

Luther’s strong est char ac ter is tics were a zeal not to be chilled and an in- 
tre pid ity that knew not how to cower, and God em ployed him to shake to its
very cen ter the en tire struc ture of pa pal abom i na tions, and achieve the most
glo ri ous ref or ma tion in church and state that the world has wit nessed since
the apos tolic era. So White field, Davies, Payson, and nu mer ous oth ers who
might be named, were all men of en thu si as tic feel ings, and preached with
an ar dor that was wor thy of the solem nity of eter nal in ter ests; and we all
know how sig nally God hon ored them as his in stru ments, and blessed their
labors in the church.

A min is ter of the Gospel asked Gar rick “why it was that play ac tors,
who dealt in fic tion, of ten moved their au di ence to tears, while men could
sit un der the sound of the Gospel with out emo tion?” “Be cause,” replied the
dis tin guished drama tist, “we ac tors present fic tion as if it were truth, and
you min is ters preach truth as though it were fic tion.” This was a se vere re- 
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proof, and though by far too sweep ing, yet it must be con fessed that there
was too much ground for it to be re garded as wholly un mer ited.

The Gospel is a di vine rev e la tion; it un folds a scheme of re demp tion that
was con ceived in heaven by the Great God of the Uni verse; con sum mated
on earth by the eter nal Son of his love, at an ex pense of hu mil i a tion and
suf fer ing that can never be com puted by fi nite in tel lect, it de vel ops such a
mys te ri ous com bi na tion of un fath omable wis dom and stu pen dous love, that
the most ex alted of the cre ated in tel li gences in heaven are in ad e quate to
com pre hend its heighth and depth and length and breadth. In it are bound
up the ever-dur ing in ter ests and im mutable des tiny of count less myr i ads of
undy ing souls! In this light we should re gard the gospel; to the ut most pos- 
si ble ex tent we should learn to feel that such is its na ture and high im por- 
tance; and the fer vor with which we preach it, should ever af ford ev i dence
that we thus re gard it, and do thus feel.

Such con vic tions and feel ings will in spire us with a holy bold ness. Nei- 
ther the hope of gain nor the frowns of the pow er ful, will be tray us into a
dere lic tion of duty. We shall feel strong in the God of our sal va tion, and
fear less in the con scious ness of the con tin ual pres ence and pro tec tion of
Him who has said: “Lo I am with you al ways, even unto the end of the
world.”

Thus panoplied, we shall be ready, if duty call, to “go to Worms, though
there were as many dev ils there as tiles on the houses.” We shall sup press
no nec es sary truth; nor “shun to de clare all the coun sel of God,” how ever
un ac cept able to the un re gen er ate and hard ened sin ner. If men take of fense;
if they de cry us as zealots and fa nat ics; if they scoff, and per se cute, and
slan der, speak ing all man ner of evil against us, it will be at their own peril,
while we shall clear our skirts of their blood and save our own souls alive.
We shall, " ’mid dan gers thick as thought can make them," be able to ex- 
claim with the calm ness and seren ity of the apos tle: “None of these things
move me, nei ther count I my life dear unto my self, so that I might fin ish my
course with joy, and the min istry which I have re ceived of the Lord Je sus,
to tes tify the gospel of the grace of God.” Acts 20:24.

Fi nally, the Gospel should be preached with—
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3. Prayer ful De pen dence On
God’s Spirit

Though sim plic ity and fer vor are es sen tial prop er ties of the high est or der
of pul pit ef fort, yet, of them selves, they will not en sure suc cess. How ever
zeal ously the min is ter may per form his duty, ul ti mately his suc cess de pends
upon the co op er a tion of di vine grace. With out this he will preach to lit tle
pur pose; his “la bor is in vain and his strength is spent for naught.” To the
un con verted the gospel is “a sealed book,” and none but Je ho vah can “break
the seal.” “The nat u ral man re ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for
they are fool ish ness unto him; nei ther can he know them be cause they are
spir i tu ally dis cerned.” 1 Cor. 2:14. The two dis ci ples to whom Christ joined
him self, when on the way to Em maus, re mem bered af ter wards how “their
hearts burned within them while he talked with them by the way, and while
he opened to them the Scrip tures.” Luke 24:32. We all know that the Gospel
was preached in vain to Ly dia, un til “The Lord opened her heart that she
should at tend to the things which were spo ken of Paul.” Acts 16:24. It
seems, then, that there is in the gospel, it mat ters not how preached, no in- 
her ent power to re gen er ate the sin ner, and that so far as a thor ough con ver- 
sion is con cerned, it is a “dead let ter” un til made ef fec tual by the all-pow er- 
ful work ing of God’s Spirit. Hence says the apos tle: “It is God that wor keth
in you both to will and to do of his good plea sure.” Phil. 2:13.; and again: “I
have planted, Apol los wa tered; but God gave the in crease.” 1 Cor. 3:6.

If then the nat u ral, i. e. the an i mal or un re gen er ate man, “can not re- 
ceive,” that is to say, nei ther ap pre hends nor com pre hends “the things of the
Spirit,” among which must he enu mer ated the sub lime truths of the Gospel;
if they “are fool ish ness to him,” un til un folded and made ef fi ca cious by the
Spirit; if it be God’s pe cu liar pre rog a tive to “open the Scrip tures,” to “open
the heart,” to “work in us,” to “give the in crease;” then surely no de gree of
plain ness and fer vor will avail to the con ver sion of the sin ner, un less ac- 
com pa nied by the en er gies of the Holy Ghost. Hence, the Gospel must be
preached in hum ble re liance on the Spirit’s aid; in other words, we must
look to God in be liev ing prayer for his bless ing. Luther rep re sented prayer
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as a lad der upon which the Chris tian climbs up to heaven, en ters the Holy
of Holies, and takes from the ful ness of God grace for grace to help in ev ery
time of need.

A prayer less, self-con fi dent min is ter, who de pends wholly or mainly
upon his own in tel lect, the ex tent of his learn ing, and the power of his elo- 
quence, will prove a curse to the church; and in eter nity, “all reek ing with
the blood of souls,” damned sin ners will heap bit ter est male dic tions upon
his head; and a prayer less peo ple may be “hear ers of the word,” but they
never will be “do ers.”

A min is ter may pos sess great learn ing and great elo quence, and yet not
be a great preacher. These qual i ties may se cure a high de gree of rep u ta tion,
and gather large and de lighted au di to ries. But valu able as they may be es- 
teemed, they are not suf fi cient to con sti tute a suc cess ful preacher. He alone
is mighty in the pul pit who car ries with him thither the strength he has ac- 
quired in the closet; who is ac cus tomed in his se cret wrestlings with the
God of Is rael to say: “How can I go un less thou go with me; how can I
speak un less thou speak by me; of what avail will my em bassy be, un less
my com mis sion have thy sig na ture and be ac com pa nied by the work ing of
thy grace?” — He is un easy un less he ob tains an ex plicit an swer, thus: “Lo,
I am with you.” Then he goes be fore the peo ple, mot to en ter tain them with
“beau ties and graces,” not to elicit their ap plause for his tal ents and rich im- 
agery, but to de liver God’s mes sage, which can be made ef fec tual only by
God’s mighty power, to the dis com fi ture of Sa tan and the de liv er ance of the
poor sin-bound cap tive.

But it is not merely the duty of min is ters who preach, but also of those
who hear, — to pray. To se cure the di vine bless ing es sen tial to the fullest
suc cess of a preached gospel, there should be a united “of fer ing up of
prayer and sup pli ca tions, with strong cry ing and tears, unto Him that is able
to save from death.” Such de pen dence upon the Spirit; such ap peals to a
throne of grace, as cend ing from hearts knit to gether in love, en list om nipo- 
tence in our be half; bring down Je sus-Je ho vah him self into our as sem blies,
whose pres ence fills the house with glory and im parts a di vine ef fi cacy,
which makes the gospel “a sa vor of life unto life,” and “the power and wis- 
dom of God to the sal va tion of them that be lieve.”

Oh, if min is ters truly felt and could ha bit u ally re al ize, that their strength
lies in God, and their suc cess de pends upon his bless ing; if the church were
more prayer ful, con stantly look ing up to heaven for the out pour ing of the
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Spirit upon min is ters and peo ple, how much more pow er fully and prof itably
the gospel would be preached! It would “run and be glo ri fied;” sin ners
would be con verted by thou sands; re vival would fol low re vival in quick and
tri umphant suc ces sion; all God’s churches would be come burn ing and shin- 
ing lights; the hea then would speed ily be sub dued to Im manuel’s scepter,
and the whole world be filled with the knowl edge and wor ship of the true
God in Christ Je sus.

In this pa per we have aimed at no more than an un pre tend ing, un var- 
nished ex hi bi tion of the mode of preach ing the gospel; per haps on a fu ture
oc ca sion we may ad vert to the sub ject-mat ter of pul pit min is tra tion. For the
present we merely re mark, that the grand theme of evan gelic preach ing
must be sal va tion through a cru ci fied Sav ior.

In the days of the apos tles “the Jews re quired a sign and the Greeks
sought af ter wis dom,” but Paul preached “Christ cru ci fied,” and de ter mined
to know noth ing among the Corinthi ans but “Christ and him cru ci fied.” He,
in deed, had in him self much whereof he might justly have boasted be fore
men, and yet we hear him ex claim ing: “God for bid that I should glory, save
in the Cross of our Lord Je sus Christ, by whom the world is cru ci fied unto
me, and I unto the world.” What ever oth ers would do, or what ever they
would ex ult in, he could not glory in any thing short of the Cross, which in- 
volves the great doc trine that jus ti fi ca tion and sal va tion are only through
Christ cru ci fied, Christ hav ing made an atone ment for the sins of the world
by his pas sion and death. And the apos tle glo ried, also, in the dis grace and
per se cu tion which he ex pe ri enced, through his at tach ment to this cru ci fied
Christ, as he might well do, since this was in his case a mark of his fi delity.

O, what a model for min is ters of the Gospel! Would they be preach ers
like Paul, they must im i tate this ex am ple. — Would they obey God’s com- 
mand and con form to the pat tern set by all the other apos tles; would they
ex hibit God’s power in con vert ing sin ners; his wis dom and mercy in rec on- 
cil ing them to him self, in har mo niz ing the claims of eter nal jus tice and
bound less love in or der to the re demp tion of an apos tate and per ish ing
world; would they be suc cess ful in win ning souls, in res cu ing them from
go ing down to the pit and bring ing them back, from their de scend ing, head- 
long course, to the fold of their Great Shep herd and Bishop! — Oh then
they must preach “Christ and him cru ci fied.” Let Je sus, the mighty De- 
stroyer of sin, the Lovely One of Cal vary, and his sal va tion, be the sum and
sub stance of all their ser mons. Let him be all and in all to them selves, and
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through them, be made all and in all to their hear ers, and then each at ten tive
hearer, though the sound of the Gospel salute his ears for the last time, will
suf fi ciently un der stand the plan of re demp tion to es cape from hell and fly to
heaven. It was said of Payson, that ev ery time he ad dressed a con gre ga tion
the thought came up to his mind, that there might be one or an other present
who would never again have an op por tu nity to hear the gospel, and that he
there fore framed ev ery dis course so that, in this event, the un con verted
hearer might be at no loss to save his soul, if he would. This will be the
char ac ter of ev ery ser mon if Christ cru ci fied, if sal va tion through the atone- 
ment of a suf fer ing Sav ior be, as it should be, its cen ter and cir cum fer ence.
But let this glo ri ous theme, by all means, be pro claimed PLAINLY, FER VENTLY,
PRAYER FULLY. Min is ters who thus preach, God will bless more and more
abun dantly, and make them a rich and ev er last ing bless ing to those com mit- 
ted to their trust, and to the world at large.

Would to the Lord! that all Christ’s min is ter ing ser vants could learn,
when in the pul pit, en tirely to lose sight of self; to hide al to gether be hind
the Cross and so hold up Je sus con stantly and ev er more be fore their dy ing
and yet undy ing au di ence, that they could see naught but Him, and thus be
con strained to look at him, em brace him, and trust in him for sal va tion!



19

Copy right No tice

This book was pub lished 2020 by The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry Luther an Li- 
brary.org. Some (hope fully un ob tru sive) up dates to spell ing, punc tu a tion, and para graph di- 
vi sions have been made. Unabridged.

Orig i nally pub lished 1850 in the Evan gel i cal Re view, Vol. 1.
Im age on im print page is Still Life With Bible by Vin cent Van Gogh.
This Luther an Li brary.org book is re leased un der the Cre ative Com mons At tri bu tion 4.0

In ter na tional (CC BY 4.0) li cense, which means you may freely use, share, copy, or trans- 
late it as long as you pro vide at tri bu tion to Luther an Li brary.org, and place on it no fur ther
re stric tions.

The text and art work within are be lieved to be in the U.S. pub lic do main.
s11 – v5

ISBN: TBD (pa per back)

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/


20

How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)

More Than 100 Good Chris tian
Books For You To Down load

And En joy

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/103tc-gerberding-new-testament-conversions/


21

The Book of Con cord. Edited by Henry Eyster Ja cobs and Charles
Krauth.

Henry Eyster Ja cobs. Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith
Theodore Schmauk. The Con fes sional Prin ci ple and The Con fes sions of

The Lutheran Church As Em body ing The Evan gel i cal Con fes sion of The
Chris tian Church

George Ger berd ing. Life and Let ters of William Pas sa vant
Joseph Stump. Life of Philip Melanchthon
John Mor ris. Life Rem i nis cences of An Old Lutheran Min is ter
Matthias Loy. The Doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion
Matthias Loy. The Story of My Life
William Dau. Luther Ex am ined and Re ex am ined
Si mon Pe ter Long. The Great Gospel
George Schodde et al. Walther and the Pre des ti na tion Con tro versy. The

Er ror of Mod ern Mis souri
John Sander. De vo tional Read ings from Luther’s Works
 
A full cat a log of all 100+ down load able ti tles is avail able at Luther an Li- 

brary.org .

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/250-jacobs-book-of-concord/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/109tc-jacobs-summary-christian-faith/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/104tc-schmauk-confessional-principle/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/105lb-gerberding-passavant/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/145lb-stump-melanchthon/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/158lb-morris-old-lutheran-minister/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/171tc-loy-doctrine-of-justification/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/180lb-loy-story-of-my-life/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/185tc-dau-luther-examined-and-reexamined/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/192-long-great-gospel/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/239-schodde-the-error-of-modern-missouri/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/249lu-sander-devotional-readings-luthers-works/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/#recent-publications

	Also Available from LutheranLibrary.org
	About The Lutheran Library
	Contents
	Preface by Lutheran Librarian
	How Should The Gospel Be Preached?
	1. Plainness
	2. Fervor
	3. Prayerful Dependence On God’s Spirit
	Copyright Notice
	How Can You Find Peace With God?
	Benediction
	More Than 100 Good Christian Books For You To Download And Enjoy

