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“Tota vita Christi crux fuit et mar tyrium, – et tu tibi quaeris re quiem et gaudium?”
“The whole life of Christ was a cross and mar tyr dom - and do you seek rest and joy?”
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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.
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“In manu sit Chris tiano rum sepul crum Christi!”

“The power of the Chris tian tomb of Christ!”

SUCH WERE THE WORDS which just eight cen turies ago sounded forth from the
lips of Pe ter the Her mit, when urg ing his fel low-Chris tians to band them- 
selves to gether, for get ting their petty feuds and cease less quar rels, to res cue
the sepul chre of Christ from the hands of the In fi dels. Stirred to the heart by
the mis eries of his fel low-be liev ers in Is lamic lands, which he had wit- 
nessed dur ing his pil grim age to the Holy City in 1093, and burn ing to erase
from the Church the last ing dis grace of per mit ting the Cres cent to gleam on
the very site of the Tem ple of Solomon, this mar velous man, on his re turn to
Eu rope, went ev ery where preach ing the Cru sade. Al most a cen tury pre vi ous
had Sylvester II. (in 999), amid the all but uni ver sal ex pec ta tion of the im- 
me di ate re turn of our Lord, urged upon West ern Chris ten dom the duty of
aid ing their af flicted brethren groan ing be neath the op pres sion of the Mus- 
lims. But the hour had not struck; and it was not un til the call of the Her mit
of Amiens re sounded through out Eu rope that the heart of Chris ten dom was
touched. Then in 1095, first at Pla cen tia, and later in the same year at Cler- 
mont, stand ing amid an im mense as sem blage of the clergy and laity, as sem- 
bled in the mar ket-place. Pope Ur ban II. pleaded the claims of the Holy War
preached by the Her mit, and called upon his hear ers, and upon all true
Chris tians ev ery where, to en list un der the ban ner of a Leader Who would
never fail to feed His war riors with the Bread of Life; with Whom vic tory
was cer tain, the re ward eter nal, and death it self mar tyr dom. Then from the
lips of the lis ten ing mul ti tude burst the cry, in their own Proven cal di alect,
“Diex li vuelt, Diex li vuelt!’1 –”It is the will of God!" “It is in deed the will
of God,” re joined the preacher. “Take then this word as your bat tle cry, and
go forth to vic tory in the name of Christ.”

His tory tells us how the cry echoed from heart to heart, and from lip to
lip, through out Eu rope; from the shores of the Mediter ranean to the then al- 
most in ac ces si ble High lands of Scot land. The sum mons awoke an elec tric
thrill in ev ery breast; and no ble and serf, gen tle and sim ple, rich and poor,
re sponded to the ap peal, and went forth from home and coun try, pre pared to
con quer or die in what they fondly re garded as an en ter prise es pe cially
blessed of Heaven. We now know how great was their er ror, and how fear- 
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fully they failed. “The weapons of our war fare are not car nal, but mighty
through God”; and in ev ery age it has proved true that “they that take the
sword shall per ish with the sword.” Nev er the less, we ad mire the zeal and
de vo tion which an i mated our cru sad ing an ces tors; and even at the present
day our hearts are stirred within us by an en thu si asm no bler and more un- 
selfish, truer and more manly, than is gen er ally felt in this mat ter-of-fact
age, when we read the recital of their prow ess, or see the mon u ments of the
cru saders in our ven er a ble abbeys — the Red Cross on their shields still tes- 
ti fy ing to their ded i ca tion to a lofty pur pose, and their de vo tion to a no ble
cause. Earthly need and cov etous ness, ro man tic ideas and su per sti tious feel- 
ings and hopes, had no doubt their part in in flu enc ing many to take the
Cross; yet the zeal which dur ing two hun dred years moved so many mil- 
lions al most ev ery where was not al to gether of the earth. There was much
that was no ble in the move ment, but the zeal of the cru saders was ill-di- 
rected, and ul ti mately failed in its ob ject. Jerusalem, though once wrested
from the hands of the Mus lims, speed ily fell again into their power; and it
was proved that not by might, nor by power, but only by the Spirit of the
liv ing God was Chris tian ity des tined to tri umph over Is lam.

We have learned this les son. Would to God we had, to gether with the
trea sures of their dearly bought ex pe ri ence, in her ited also the zeal and en- 
thu si asm, the courage and de vo tion, of our Chris tian an ces tors! For in our
own day and gen er a tion, a sim i lar, though far grander, call is re sound ing;
though in too many cases our ears are too dull to hear and an swer it. It is
not now the cry of a weak and mis taken, though zeal ous and de voted, man,
but the voice of our risen Lord Him self. He calls us to a no bler cru sade — a
more glo ri ous con test. It is still the old bat tle of the Cross against the Cres- 
cent, of Chris tian ity against Is lam. Yet we are not now bid den to go forth
with the weapons of slaugh ter and de struc tion in our hands to lay low mor- 
tal foes. But, led by our risen Lord, we are called upon to march for ward
un der His ban ner, wear ing the panoply of God, and wield ing the sword of
the Spirit, to wres tle not with flesh and blood, but with the world-rulers of
this dark ness — this aw ful blight — spir i tual and men tal, as much as phys i- 
cal, which has now, for far more than a mil len nium, brooded over many of
the fairest coun tries on the face of the earth. Nor are we now sum moned to
go forth, as did our fore fa thers in days of yore, to res cue from the de file- 
ment of Mus lim hands the empty sepul chre of a dead Christ. Nay, rather,
our duty at the present time is, surely, in God’s might, to de liver from the
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thrall dom of sin and Sa tan those whose bod ies were cre ated to be the tem- 
ples of God’s Holy Spirit. “Let Christ’s sepul chre be in Chris tian hands,”
cried Pe ter the Her mit. “Let the tem ples of the Holy Ghost be wrested from
the power of the Devil, and pu ri fied from the de file ment of sin,” should be
our re ply. The con ver sion of the Mus lims to Christ and the sub ver sion of
the re li gion of Muham mad, is one of the last and great est tasks still left to
the Chris tian Church to do ere the an gelic procla ma tion can go forth: “The
king dom of the world is be come the king dom of our Lord, and of His
Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever.”2

Is lam is to day the re li gion of about one hun dred and fifty mil lions of our
fel low-crea tures. Its sway ex tends from the Pil lars of Her cules to the
Caspian Sea, from the Pamir Steppes to Zanz ibar, from the Balkan Moun- 
tains to Suma tra. It is the faith of Ara bia, Pales tine, Syria, Tur key in Eu rope
and Tur key in Asia, of Mesopotamia, Per sia, Afghanistan, Baluchis tan, of
the vast re gions of Turk istan and other parts of Cen tral Asia. In In dia alone
its pro fes sors num ber fifty mil lions. It is the re li gion of the Malay Penin- 
sula, and is said to be still ex tend ing in the Is lands. In Yun-nan and other
parts of China its devo tees may be num bered by tens of thou sands. It is the
re li gion of Egypt and of a large por tion of the Su dan, and its pro fes sors may
be found not only in Zanz ibar on the East coast, but well in the in te rior at
Lake Vic to ria Nyanza. We find it again in the Niger basin, in the re gions of
Hai isa and Sokoto, and it is not un known at Sierra Leone. The Tu ariks and
other fierce tribes of the Sa hara pro fess a be lief in Muham mad, and the
Ara bian “Prophet” is ac knowl edged by sov er eigns and peo ple alike
through out Tripoli, Tu nis, Al giers, and Mo rocco. To what ex tent this faith is
still be ing spread in Africa it is dif fi cult for us to say, but it is al ready the
dom i nant re li gion of fully one half of the en tire con ti nent. Nor must we
imag ine that the Mus lims in gen eral care lit tle for their faith. On the con- 
trary, com mended to its pro fes sors not less by its many half-truths and its
ap par ent sim plic ity than by its war like spirit, and lax moral code, Is lam has
long ex er cised, and even now ex er cises, over the hearts and lives of many
mil lions of Muham madans an in flu ence which, for strength and earnest ness
of con vic tion and the zeal which ac com pa nies it, can hardly find its par al lel
in the whole his tory of the world. God is re garded by the Mus lims as an
Almighty Ruler, en tirely dif fer ent in ev ery pos si ble re spect from ev ery one
of His crea tures, and sep a rated from them by an im pass able gulf. He is as
ar bi trary and despotic as any Ori en tal sov er eign, and it is gross blas phemy
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to call Him our Fa ther. He is our Mas ter and Owner, and we are His slaves,
each one of whom He has, long ages be fore the cre ation of the world, by
His ar bi trary de cree pre des tined to eter nal hap pi ness or ev er last ing fire.
Muham mad is the last and great est of His Prophets; for his sake the Uni- 
verse came into ex is tence, and the Qur’an re vealed through him has su per- 
seded all pre vi ous rev e la tions of God. The Aton ing Death of our Lord is de- 
nied, His De ity scouted as a blas phe mous fa ble, and the Qur’an as sures us
that “God can de stroy Je sus, Son of Mary,” as read ily as any other part of
cre ation.

Such is the re li gion of Is lam, aptly set forth in their once so much
dreaded bat tle cry, “Al lah ak bar” – “God is most great,” and in their oft-re- 
peated Creed, or Con fes sion of Faith, “There is no God but God: Muham- 
mad is the Apos tle of God.” Any one who has even a very slight de gree of
ac quain tance with Muham mad’s own life and con duct will read ily ac knowl- 
edge that a re li gion em a nat ing from such a man, a faith which places his
name next to that of God Him self, and which holds up Muham mad to the
rev er ent de vo tion of its pro fes sors as God’s ideal of the most per fect of men
and the last and no blest of His in spired mes sen gers, must nec es sar ily pro- 
duce evil re sults. The his tory of the past, as well as what we know of the
present state of all Is lamic lands, con firms this only too well. Tyranny and
in tol er ance, ig no rance and su per sti tion, big otry and for mal ism, a blind be- 
lief in fa tal ism, brood over ev ery such coun try, hardly re lieved to any de- 
gree where Pan the is tic philoso phies and other delu sions have arisen to bear
wit ness to the ut ter in abil ity of Is lam to sat isfy the thought ful seeker af ter
truth. Progress of ev ery kind is re garded by earnest Mus lims as al most im- 
pi ous, and the most fright ful moral evils are rife ev ery where among them.
Polygamy and servile con cu bi nage, fre quent di vorces and name less crimes,
cast a lurid light upon the prac ti cal work ing of the teach ing of the Qur’an
and its ef fects upon the lives of its pro fes sors. The seclu sion of women and
their ex clu sion from even the right of par tic i pat ing in the pub lic wor ship of
the Mosque, show us at once the fear ful state of So ci ety that Is lam has pro- 
duced, and its ut ter in abil ity to pu rify or el e vate ei ther man or woman.
Amid all the lit er a ture which cer tain Is lamic tongues can boast — es pe- 
cially the Ara bic, the Turk ish, and the Per sian — there does not ex ist, Mus- 
lims them selves be ing the judges, a sin gle book writ ten by any Is lamic au- 
thor that is fit to be placed un re servedly in the hands of their women. The
con cep tions of Par adise and of the fu ture re wards of faith ful Mus lims which
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the Qur’an and the Tra di tions of the “Prophet” con tain, are such as to ren- 
der pu rity of heart im pos si ble and un de sir able to a Is lamic. When be sides
all this we re mem ber that their re li gion gives them an al to gether er ro neous
view of sin, and de nies all atone ment, su per sedes Christ Je sus by Muham- 
mad, and re jects the Bible for the Qur’an, — we at once see that to leave Is- 
lam ics in their present state of ig no rance of all true re li gion is one of the
most aw ful crimes of which we Chris tians can be guilty. It is nat u ral that
those who do not pro fess to be lieve in the De ity of our Lord, those who
have never felt His life-giv ing power in their own hearts and spir its, should
not feel any call to ex ert them selves for the good of the fol low ers of the
false Prophet. But to those of us who ac cept God’s word in its en tirety, who
be lieve and are con vinced that only through Christ can we know God to our
soul’s health, there can be no pos si ble ex cuse for our care less ness and cold- 
ness in the mat ter. We dare not say as Ci cero does, in words quoted with ap- 
pro ba tion by a re cent writer on Is lam, “Sua cuique genti re li gio est, nos tra
no bis.” We are our brother’s keeper. The light of the Gospel has been given
to us that we might shed it abroad amid Mus lims as well as Pa gans. “God,”
says the Apos tle, “gave unto us eter nal life, and this life is in His Son. He
that hath the Son hath the life; he that hath not the Son of God hath not the
life.”3 And there fore it is that God the Son Him self in His part ing com mand
to His fol low ers bade them, “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel
to the whole cre ation.”4 “Ye shall be my wit nesses both in Jerusalem, and in
all Ju daea and Samaria, and unto the ut ter most part of the earth.”5 The duty
in cum bent upon us is clear, the com mand im per a tive and un mis tak able: let
us now en quire to what ex tent we Chris tians have ful filled or are ful fill ing it
with re gard to the fol low ers of the Prophet of Is lam.

The mem bers of the North Africa Mis sion have now be gun a very im- 
por tant work in Mo rocco, Al giers, Fez, Tu nis, and Tripoli, coun tries long
en tirely ne glected. The Church Mis sion ary So ci ety’s Mis sion ar ies on the
Niger can hardly be said to be de vot ing any spe cial at ten tion to the Mus- 
lims, and our Mis sion to the Su dan is still in its in fancy. In Egypt the no ble
work be gun by Miss. Whately can never be for got ten, but she has passed to
her rest, and the Chris tian work ers there at present are ter ri bly, al most lu di- 
crously, few. In Zanz ibar one or two mis sion ar ies are brought in con tact
with Mus lim en quir ers, but no one has been set apart for this spe cial work.
In Pales tine we have a few mis sion ar ies, and the Amer i can Mis sion ar ies in
Syria have done a no ble work. In Tur key and Ar me nia they have a few de- 
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voted work ers, as also in Per sia. In the lat ter coun try we long had only one
man of the Church Mis sion ary So ci ety, the Rev. Dr. Bruce, of Julfa, who
has only com par a tively re cently been sent a very scanty num ber of fel low-
work ers. In the Pun jab and Sindh sev eral dif fer ent So ci eties are at work,
and more has been done for Muham madans there than in any other part of
the world. Some thing of the same kind is true of parts of the North-West
Prov inces. In other parts of In dia, even in such large cities as Bom bay, Cal- 
cutta, and Madras, there are only one or two mis sion ar ies of all So ci eties
who can spe cially give them selves up to the duty of evan ge liz ing the large
Is lamic por tion of the pop u la tion. Whole states like that of the Nizam of
Haidarabad (Dec can) are wholly de void of any mis sion ary to the Mus lims.
We should prob a bly be far in ex cess of the truth if we were to es ti mate all
the Mis sion ar ies be long ing to all So ci eties put to gether, who are re ally de- 
vot ing them selves to preach ing the Gospel to the fol low ers of Muham mad,
at 100 or 150: i.e., less than one Chris tian worker for ev ery mil lion of Mus- 
lims! But even this gives no proper idea of how lit tle the Chris tian Church
has as yet re al ized her duty in this re spect. Some of us who re cently heard
Mrs. Bishop’s stir ring ac count of her trav els in Kash mir, Per sia, and Cen tral
Asia, were ap palled at the sim ple but aw ful pic ture she drew of the spir i tual
des ti tu tion of the peo ple. She told us of jour ney ing on day af ter day, week
af ter week, through these vast re gions, pass ing large cities and pop u lous vil- 
lages, and yet not find ing a sin gle Chris tian worker of any kind, and hardly
a per son who had even heard the Gospel. In the whole of Afghanistan and
Baluchis tan there is not a Chris tian of any de scrip tion. If we ex cept per haps
an oc ca sional col por teur of the Bible So ci ety, the same ter ri ble fact is true
of the whole of Turk istan. In spite of our few la bor ers in Bagh dad, we dare
hardly speak of any Chris tian work of any kind as in progress among the
large pop u la tion of the whole of Mesopotamia. Ara bia is prac ti cally un- 
touched. Ian Keith Fal coner gave his life for the cause of Christ at Aden,
and the Free Church of Scot land has a mis sion ary there now as his suc ces- 
sor in the good work. But Aden is a British sta tion, and mis sion work has
not yet been ex tended even into Yemen. At Mus cat, that apos tle of our own
time, Bishop French, has lately fallen in his pi o neer ing work, which he
trusted — and shall we say trusted in vain? — would lead oth ers to re al ize
as he did the solemn na ture of our ter ri ble re spon si bil ity to preach the
Gospel of eter nal life to the Arabs, and to of fer them selves to carry it far
into the in te rior of the coun try. A stan dard-bearer has fallen, and no one has
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yet stepped for ward to fill his place. Noth ing can more strik ingly show the
de gree of zeal which Chris tians in Eng land feel for the spread of their Mas- 
ter’s king dom among the fol low ers of the Prophet of Is lam!

Com pared with the very small amount of ef fort that has been made by
the Church of Christ to carry the Gospel mes sage to Mus lims, we may well
thank God that so much suc cess has been achieved among them. Is lam has
al ready re ceived a very se vere check in In dia, and learned de fend ers of Is- 
lam, in that coun try, have now been com pelled to fall back from many of
the po si tions they once deemed im preg nable, and to adopt an en tirely new
line of de fense. At least one great re form ing move ment, very sim i lar in its
na ture to those among Hin dus, which are known as the Brahmo Samaj and
the Prarthana Samaj, has oc curred among Mus lims in In dia, and can be
traced to a very large ex tent to the in flu ence of Chris tian teach ing. This is
the “Na turee” school, as the fol low ers of Sayyid Ah mad are termed. Sayyid
Ah mad him self ac tu ally be gan to write a vo lu mi nous com men tary upon the
books of the Old Tes ta ment, for the use of his co-re li gion ists; but de sisted
from the un der tak ing be fore he had fin ished the Book of Gen e sis, be cause
he found it im pos si ble to ex plain away (as the claims of Muham mad re- 
quired) the clearly ex pressed prom ises to Isaac of the com ing of the Saviour
from his de scen dants, and not from those of Ish mael. There is much in the
tenets of this new sect which is quite alien to or tho dox Is lam, and much that
is akin to Ma te ri al ism; yet it shows how ut terly im pos si ble it is for or tho dox
Is lam suc cess fully to re sist the in flu ence of West ern cul ture and Chris tian
thought. In Per sia also, a great and grow ing sect — that of the Babis —
though adopt ing, or still re tain ing, in their creed much that is ab surd and ob- 
jec tion able yet show a very en cour ag ing ten dency to wards Chris tian ity, and
in many in stances a marked readi ness to read the Chris tian Scrip tures. Their
zeal for what they re gard as the truth has of ten led them to die a mar tyr’s
death rather than re turn to their pre vi ous be lief in Is lam. Such move ments,
when so com par a tively lit tle has been done for the Mus lims by Chris tian
Mis sion ary So ci eties, en cour age us greatly in the hope that the dis in te gra- 
tion of Is lam, when prop erly and ef fi ciently un der taken, will prove a far
eas ier task than many think. Con ver sions to Chris tian ity from among Is lam- 
ics have not been few wher ever the Gospel has been faith fully pre sented for
their ac cep tance. In the Pun jab such con verts may be num bered by hun- 
dreds — men taken from al most ev ery po si tion in so ci ety. Among the fif- 
teen na tive Chris tian clergy now work ing in that mis sion in con nec tion with
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the Church Mis sion ary So ci ety, ten are con verts from Is lam. In Tur key,
when for a few years re li gious tol er a tion was pro claimed, Dr. Koelle was
en abled to bap tize and gather round him a small con gre ga tion of those who
had been brought out of the dark ness of Is lam to the light of the glo ri ous
Gospel of Christ. But man af ter man van ished, and was never seen again
alive. They were no doubt mur dered be cause of their faith. Dr. Bruce, in
Per sia, and some Chris tian Mis sion ar ies in Syria and Pales tine, tell of men
who were brave enough, even with the sword hang ing over their heads, to
con fess Christ in Is lamic lands. The same is true with re gard to Bagh dad. I
have my self been priv i leged in Bom bay to bap tize Mus lim con verts of sev- 
eral dis tinct races — one an Afghan, one a Turk from Cen tral Asia, sev eral
na tives of Per sia, and not a few from dif fer ent parts of In dia. More over, be- 
sides those who have had the courage to con fess the faith of Christ cru ci- 
fied, and en dure per se cu tion for His name sake, ev ery Mis sion ary to the
Mus lims knows of Mus lim in quir ers who have pri vately con fessed their
faith in Christ, but are kept back from re ceiv ing bap tism by their dread of
the dan ger which they would thereby in cur. These facts are true, not with
ref er ence to the work of any one Mis sion ary So ci ety alone, but to that of ev- 
ery such So ci ety that has, even to a very lim ited de gree, striven to bring the
light of the Gospel to the Mus lims. Thank God, those of us who have been
called upon to la bor among Is lam ics know bet ter than faith less crit ics that
the Word of God is strong to pierce to the heart and con science of the most
big oted Mus lim, and to lead even such men as Dr. ’Imadu’ddin and Saf dar
’Ali to bow to the do min ion of the Truth which maketh free. A Mus lim with
whom I was read ing St. John’s Gospel said to me, “If a Mus lim has read the
Gospel for even three days, al though per haps he may still fear to be come a
Chris tian, yet he will never again be lieve in Muham mad.” This man has
since been bap tized.

“Some men know God,” said a Mus lim friend of mine, who had knelt
weep ing with me to pray to God for light and peace — “some men know
God in a way that I do not know Him, though I have long sought for Him.
Pray to God for me that, if it be His will, I too some day may know Him.”
God has not left Him self with out a wit ness among such men. All we need is
to go for ward boldly, prayer fully, and trust fully in this grand and glo ri ous
work.

A most de voted Mis sion ary now gone to his rest, the brave Mackay of
Uganda, called at ten tion a few years since to the vast im por tance of gain ing
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for Christ the strong races of the Asi atic con ti nent, and not be ing con tented
with preach ing the Gospel merely to na tions that were pos sessed of far less
vigor and force of char ac ter and showed a ten dency to be come ex tinct. It is
a mar velous thing that in the won drous Prov i dence of God the Gospel has
been preached to not only the poor as in di vid u als but to those na tions and
tribes which in the com mu nity of races and na tion al i ties hold the same
place. The Gospel has in many cases re tarded for cen turies, even if not suf- 
fi ciently ac cepted to en able it to per ma nently pre vent, the down fall of a
race. All honor to those stead fast and heroic men who have de voted their
lives, like Williams, the mar tyr of Er ro mango, Gar diner of Tierra del Fuego,
or Bishop Pat te son of Melane sia, to preach ing Christ cru ci fied to the sav age
and the de graded. Noth ing in the whole his tory of the Church of Christ is
grander and more no ble than the his tory — lit tle known to most of us — of
the self-deny ing lives and heroic deaths of those her alds of sal va tion, to
whose de vo tion, un der God, the con ver sion of these and sim i lar tribes is
due. But “these things ought ye to have done, and not leave the other un- 
done.” Had the ear li est preach ers of Christ in Eu rope con fined their ef forts
to the con ver sion of the Bre tons, the Finns, or even the Kelts, what would
be the state of Eu rope to day? Thank GOD, they had courage and faith
enough to en able them to at tack the cul tured Greek and the im pe rial Ro- 
man. And when these races fell into ut ter ruin and al most to tal ex tinc tion
through their vices, Chris tian Mis sion ar ies feared not to take up the cross,
and, not count ing life dear to them selves, to preach Christ cru ci fied to the
in vad ing Teu ton in Gaul and Italy, to the Gothic hordes in Spain and the
Van dal hosts in Africa, and even to the sav age and blood thirsty Saxon an- 
ces tors of our Eng lish race, who had ex tin guished in blood the Chris tian
faith in nearly the whole of Eng land. The work was not one de void of dan- 
ger. Many a cham pion of the Gross was called upon to seal his tes ti mony
with his blood. The cry, “Chris tianos ad leones,” sounded forth only too fre- 
quently from the aban doned pop u lace of the great city which was drunk
with the blood of the mar tyrs of Je sus. Many a St. Al ban never can on ized
gave his life even in this is land ere Chris tian ity fi nally took root in it. Yet
the Chris tians of those ter ri ble days were not ter ri fied. They had their
“march ing-or ders,” and they obeyed them. Christ, they knew, was with
them, and in His Di vine strength they felt able to do their duty, know ing
well how true the words of the Apos tle must for all time be, “This is the
vic tory that over cometh” — nay, rather, “that hath over come — the world,
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even our faith.” Such men could not be con quered; all the pow ers of earth
and hell leagued to gether could not long re sist them. So the work went on.
Na tions, like our own, then un known to fame, ex cept for their sav agery and
cru elty, but des tined, in God’s prov i dence, to play a lead ing part in the fu- 
ture his tory of the world, were slowly but surely won for Christ. And what
has taken place in Eu rope may and should take place in Asia also. The
Arabs are one of the bravest and most in de pen dent races in the whole of
that vast con ti nent. We all know what their courage and faith wrought in
days of yore, when, at the bid ding of their false Prophet, they is sued forth
from their an ces tral deserts to the con quest of the world. What may not that
na tion, chil dren of Abra ham and Ish mael, yet do for the ad vance ment of
Christ’s king dom if we have courage and zeal enough to con quer them for
Christ! Shall Bishop French have died in vain for Ara bia? Is it not time that
we set our selves in real earnest to the spir i tual sub ju ga tion of the Is lamic
world? Then again, there are the Turks, a vastly ex tended race, brave to a
fault, ready to shed their blood for their faith, which, we must re mem ber,
was adopted by them vol un tar ily when their swords had shat tered the throne
of the Khal ifs of Bagh dad, and their re sist less valor had made them mas ters
of al most the whole of West ern Asia and the ter ror of the world. De graded
by vice, cowed and hope less through the tyranny of their rulers and the fa- 
tal ism of their creed, what might they not yet be and do, if brought out from
such thrall dom and made heirs of the glo ri ous lib erty of the chil dren of
God! The brav ery of the Afghan again is equaled only by his cru elty and
thirst for blood. Can not the Gospel of Christ change him too into a no ble
and self-de voted sol dier of the Cross? The Malay is noted for his pira cies
and his ruth less butcheries; but his deeds are hardly worse than those of our
own hea then an ces tors, who longed to die on the bat tle-field, or on the deck
of their pi rate-craft, and panted for the wine-horn and the feast in the Palace
of Odin, Val halla, the “Hall of the Slain.” Yet Mada gas car, in hab ited to a
great ex tent, as the lan guage shows, by a branch of the same great Malay
race, has fur nished many a cham pion to join the no ble army of mar tyrs.
Why should not Malacca and Suma tra do so too? — if we will only nerve
our selves for the ef fort, find, at what ever cost, de ter mine to give them the
Gospel of Christ, which is still to day, as in the past, the “power of God unto
sal va tion to ev ery one that be lieveth.”

“It is the will of God!” May not we Chris tians at the close of this nine- 
teenth cen tury take as our watch word this old Cru sad ing cry? How ever mis- 
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taken they who first used the words may have been, we can not be wrong if
we un der stand them of the con quest for Christ of Is lamic lands. That is
with out doubt the will of God, for he has given the com mand and He will
not deny us the power to obey it if we will. Why should not those of us who
feel that the time has come for preach ing the Gospel to the Mus lims ded i- 
cate our selves and our pos ses sions to this sendee as did our fa thers to a far
less no ble Cru sade? Can not Eng land sup ply enough earnest Chris tian men
and women to form a “Cru saders’ Union,” pledged to do all in their power,
God help ing them, to la bor as God shall di rect for the con ver sion of the
Mus lims? Such a Union would have to rouse zeal among luke warm Chris- 
tians at home, to gain and dis sem i nate ac cu rate in for ma tion in ref er ence to
the true na ture and ef fects of Is lam, and by so do ing to con fute those false
ideas which are now do ing so much to blind Chris tians to the deep needs of
the Is lamic world. They would sup ply vol un teers to en able our So ci ety, and
per haps oth ers also, to un der take work in earnest and on an ad e quate scale
among the Mus lims. They would sup port us who are now en gaged in this
work by their prayers for us. Mem bers of the Union would be ready to
come for ward and stand by our side in dis tant lands, to cheer us by their
pres ence and aid us by their ex er tions. And when one by one, our life’s duty
done, we fall in the front of the bat tle or are car ried wounded from the field,
younger and more able hands than ours would bear aloft the Chris tian stan- 
dard to vic tory. We have de layed too long and ne glected our duty, the one
thing we En glish men pride our selves most on do ing. Let us rouse our selves
to ac tion now ere it is too late.

“The night is far spent, the day is at hand.” The one great bar rier to the
spread of the Gospel over a large por tion of the earth is the power of Is lam.
If we Chris tians will only rise and do our duty, the bar rier will be soon re- 
moved, and those very na tions which now hin der the Gospel most may, in
God’s Prov i dence, be come the fore most cham pi ons of the faith and the
most zeal ous preach ers of the Re deemer’s love and mercy. When the Cres- 
cent of Is lam shall fade away be fore the beams of the Sun of Right eous ness,
the world will have been won for Christ.

“IT IS THE WILL OF GOD!”
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1. Lit er ally: “God wills it.”↩ 

2. Rev. 11:15 (R.V.).↩ 

3. 1 John 5:11, 12.↩ 

4. Mark 16:15.↩ 

5. Acts 1:8 (R.V.).↩ 
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