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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

 
HENRY GRAT TAN GUIN NESS (1835-1910) was an Irish Protes tant Chris tian

preacher, evan ge list and au thor. He started Harley Col lege, also known as
the East Lon don Mis sion ary Train ing School. A trav el ing preacher, he drew
thou sands to hear him dur ing the Ul ster Re vival of 1859. Rev. Guin ness
trained and sent hun dreds of “faith mis sion ar ies” all over the world.
[Wikipedia]

 
The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes

good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]

Please have pa tience with us when you come across ty pos. Over time we
are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you would like to
send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they are cor rected.
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Pref ace

WHILE COM PLETE in it self as a Key to the Apoc a lypse, this work is in- 
tended to be in tro duc tory to a short se ries of sim ple ex po si tions of that great
prophecy, based on di vinely given in ter pre ta tions of its mean ing.

It is an un ques tion able fact that the in ti mately re lated prophe cies of
Daniel and John con tain seven di vinely given in ter pre ta tions, and it is ev i- 
dent that these must con sti tute the only in fal li ble ba sis of ex po si tion. “In
build ing on them,” as we state in chap ter 3, “we build not on the shift ing
sands of hu man opin ion, but on the sta ble rock of re vealed truth. With out
such a foun da tion no in ter pre ta tion of Daniel and the Apoc a lypse can be se- 
cure and trust wor thy, as rest ing upon di vine au thor ity, but can only stand on
‘begged prin ci ples and mere hu man con jec tures.’”

The ba sis on which we build is di vine in ter pre ta tion. The plan of this
book is as fol lows. Af ter a brief in tro duc tion the seven di vine in ter pre ta- 
tions are set forth in chap ter 3; in chap ter 4 the his tor i cal ful fill ment of the
sev enth and last of these; and in chap ter 5 we use this last in ter preted and
mar velously ful filled vi sion (that in Rev. 17.) as a Key to open the re main- 
ing vi sions in the Apoc a lypse, “for such is the con nec tion of the var i ous vi- 
sions in the book, that the open ing of its cen tral vi sion is a man i fest clue to
the mean ing of the whole” (p. 103).

May the Di vine Spirit, who “searches all things, yea the deep things of
God,” en lighten us to un der stand these sub lime and sa cred prophe cies, and
sanc tify us through the knowl edge of the Truth.
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1. Pre lim i nary Points

I. The Writer Of "the Apoc a lypse Is The
Apos tle John

THIS VIEW is am ply sus tained by prim i tive tes ti mony. Justin Mar tyr, who
was born about seven years af ter the ban ish ment of the Apos tle John to Pat- 
mos, in his di a logue with Trypho thus refers to the au thor of the Apoc a- 
lypse: “A man from among us, by name John, one of the Apos tles of Christ,
in the rev e la tion made to him, has proph e sied that the be liev ers in our
Christ shall live a thou sand years in Jerusalem.” Ire naeus, who wrote about
thirty years later than Justin Mar tyr, speaks of the Apoc a lypse as the work
of John, the dis ci ple of the Lord, that same John that leaned on His breast at
the Last Sup per. Ori gen, who made the Canon of the New Tes ta ment a sub- 
ject of spe cial en quiry, at tributes the au thor ship of the Apoc a lypse to the
Apos tle John, “Who leaned on Je sus’ bo som,” “who wrote a Gospel, and
said that the world it self could not con tain the books which tell of the
Lord’s acts,” “he wrote the Apoc a lypse also.” “Herod slew James the
brother of John with the sword; and the King of the Ro mans — as tra di tion
teaches — con demned John, bear ing wit ness for the word of truth, to the Is- 
land of Pat mos. And John in forms us of the things con cern ing this wit ness
of his, not telling who con demned him, but say ing in the Apoc a lypse: ‘I,
John, was in the isle that is called Pat mos’ (1:9)… And he ap pears to have
seen the Rev e la tion in the is land.”

The writ ings of the Apos tle John re late to the past, the present, and the
fu ture of the time in which he lived. He wrote a Gospel con cern ing the Per- 
son of Christ, Epis tles con cern ing His Church, and an Apoc a lypse con cern- 
ing His King dom. No other writer in the New Tes ta ment is of equal range,
or more pro found or Christ-like.
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II. The Date Of The Apoc a lypse Is That Of
The Ban ish ment Of The Apos tle John Un der
The Ro man Em peror Domi tian To wards The
Close Of The First Cen tury

The tes ti mony of Ire naeus, who was Poly carp’s dis ci ple, who was him self
the dis ci ple of the Apos tle John, is of spe cial im por tance on this point.
Speak ing of the num ber of the Beast in the Apoc a lypse, he says: “For it [the
Apoc a lypse] was seen no very long lime ago, but al most in our age, to wards
the end of the reign of Domi tian” (Eu se bius, H.E., iii. 18). Ter tul lian,
Clement of Alexan dria, Hip poly tus, and oth ers of the early Fa thers con firm
this tes ti mony. Vic tor i nus, who wrote a com men tary on the Apoc a lypse to- 
wards the close of the third cen tury, says twice over that the vi sions of the
Apoc a lypse were seen by the Apos tle John in the Isle of Pat mos, when ban- 
ished thither by the Ro man Em peror Domi tian. The com men tary of Vic tor i- 
nus is the ear li est on the Apoc a lypse ex tant. Re fer ring to the pas sage in
Rev. 10:11, he writes: “‘Thou must again proph esy to the peo ples, and to
the tongues, and to the na tions, and to many kings.’ He says this be cause,
when John said these things, he was in the Is land of Pat mos, con demned to
the la bor of the mines by Cae sar Domi tian. There there fore he saw the
Apoc a lypse; and when, at length grown old, he thought that he should re- 
ceive his quit tance by suf fer ing, Domi tian be ing killed, all his judg ments
were dis charged. And John be ing dis missed from the mines, thus sub se- 
quently de liv ered the same Apoc a lypse which he had re ceived from God.”

The ex ter nal ev i dence as to the Domi tian date of the Apoc a lypse is clear
and cer tain. “From the first wit ness who speaks upon the point in the lat ter
half of the sec ond cen tury down to the first half of the fifth we have a suc- 
ces sion of Fa thers bear ing tes ti mony with one ac cord, and in lan guage
which ad mits of no mis un der stand ing, to the fact that St. John was ban ished
to Pat mos un der the reign of Domi tian, and that there he be held those vi- 
sions of the Apoc a lypse which he af ter wards com mit ted to writ ing. These
Fa thers too are men… of abil ity, learn ing, and crit i cal in sight into the his- 
tory of by gone times… They be long to the most dif fer ent and wide spread
re gions of the Church — to Gaul, Alexan dria, the pro con sular prov ince of
North Africa, Pan nonia, Syria, and Rome. They are thus in a great de gree
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in de pen dent of each other, and they con vey to us the in con testable im pres- 
sion that for at least the first four cen turies of the Chris tian era, and over the
whole ex tent of the Chris tian Church, it was firmly be lieved that St. John
had be held the vi sions of the Apoc a lypse in the days of Domi tian, and not
of Nero.”1 The date thus as signed by prim i tive tes ti mony to the Apoc a lypse
is to wards the end of A.D. 95 or the be gin ning of AD. 96.

“The var ied his tor i cal ev i dence which has been en quired into,” says El- 
liott, “all con curs to con firm the date orig i nally and ex pressly as signed by
Ire naeus to the Apoc a lypse, as seen and writ ten at the close of the reign of
Domi tian — that is, near the end of the year 95 or be gin ning of 96. Ac cord- 
ingly the great ma jor ity of the most ap proved ec cle si as ti cal his to ri ans and
Bib li cal crit ics, alike Ro man Catholic and Protes tant, French, Ger man, and
Eng lish, — writ ers who have had no bias on the point in ques tion, one way
or the other, from any par tic u lar cher ished the ory of apoc a lyp tic in ter pre ta- 
tion; for ex am ple, Dupin, Bossuet, Tille mont, Le Clerk, Tur retin, Span heim,
Bas nage, Lampe, Mosheim, Mill, Whitby, Lard ner, Mil ner, Tom line, Bur- 
ton, etc., etc., — have alike adopted it; to whom I am happy to add the liv- 
ing names of the Ger man ec cle si as ti cal his to rian Gieseler, and of our own
learned chro nol o gist, Mr. Clin ton. We may, I am per suaded, de pend on its
cor rect ness with an un hesi tat ing and im plicit con fi dence as on the truth of
al most any of the lesser facts recorded in his tory. And I must say it seems to
me most sur pris ing that re spectable and learned com men ta tors should have
spent their time and la bor in build ing up apoc a lyp tic ex po si tions that rest
wholly and only on the sandy foun da tion of an ear lier Neronic date” (El- 
liott, Ho rae Apoc a lyp ti cae, vol. i., pp. 45, 46).

III. The Theme Of The Apoc a lypse Is De fined
In Its Open ing Verses

The sub ject of the Apoc al yse, ac cord ing to its in spired def i ni tion, is “things
which must shortly come to pass.” The Apoc a lypse is not a book of his tory
or of doc trine, but of prophecy. To this its larger part is de voted. It treats of
things which were fu ture at the date of their rev e la tion, and of things whose
ac com plish ment was “shortly” to come to pass. Their chrono log i cal po si- 
tion did not lie in re mote fu tu rity. The time of their ful fill ment was in the
first cen tury “at hand” (1:3). This idea of the speedy ac com plish ment of its
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pre dic tions is again and again re ferred to through out the prophecy, and ap- 
pears at its close in the sen tence, “the Lord God of the holy prophets sent
His an gel to show unto His ser vants the things which must shortly be done”
(22:6). The Apoc a lypse is a rev e la tion not of re mote events in which the
Chris tian Church from apos tolic days on ward to the present time has had no
prac ti cal in ter est, but of events which eigh teen hun dred years ago were near
at hand as to the com mence ment of their ac com plish ment.

“Blessed is he that read eth, and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are writ ten therein: for the time is at
hand.”

1. Baird Lec ture on the Rev e la tion of St. John (1885), by Pro fes sor Mil li- 
gan, p. 308, who strongly and ably con firms the Domi tian date of the
Apoc a lypse in an ex tended ap pen dix.↩ 
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2. In ter pre ta tion Of The Apoc a‐ 
lypse: Scrip ture Key To The

Sub ject Of The Prophecy

NO IN TER PRE TA TION of the Apoc a lypse can be se cure and sta ble but that
which is based on di vinely given ex pla na tions of its sym bols and vi sions. In
seek ing to un der stand the prophecy our first ques tion should be, What saith
the Scrip ture? The dili gent use of di vinely given helps for the in ter pre ta tion
of the sym bolic prophecy is the true and only way to its com pre hen sion.

In sci ence and phi los o phy men fol lowed for many ages a false method of
rea son ing and re search, build ing their con clu sions upon a ba sis of dog matic
spec u la tion, in stead of de duc ing them from a full col lec tion of well-es tab- 
lished facts. In his Novum Or ganum, or, True Sug ges tions for the In ter pre- 
ta tion of Na ture, Ba con ex posed this mis taken method. “The sole cause,”
says Ba con, “and root of al most ev ery de fect in the sci ences is this, that
while we falsely ad mire and ex tol the pow ers of the hu man mind we do not
search for its real helps.” “Spec u la tions and the o ries of mankind are but a
kind of in san ity, only there is no one to stand by and ob serve it.” “We must
bring men to par tic u lars, and their reg u lar se ries and or der,” and make “an
in stau ra tion from the very foun da tions, if we do not wish to re volve for ever
in a cir cle, mak ing only some slight and con temptible progress.”

An anal o gous ref or ma tion is needed in prophetic in ter pre ta tion. Aban- 
don ing spec u la tion and dog ma tism, those who seek to un der stand sym bolic
prophecy, and es pe cially the mys te ri ous prophe cies of the Apoc a lypse,
should turn to the real helps which God has given to the com pre hen sion of
these por tions of His Word. The pri mary key to Scrip ture is Scrip ture it self.
The gate of en trance to the mean ing of sym bolic prophecy is di vine in ter- 
pre ta tion. The first duty of the stu dent of prophecy is to lis ten to that which
the re veal ing Spirit has said as to the mean ing of His own mys te ri ous ut ter- 
ances.



15

The Old Tes ta ment In tro duc tion To The
Apoc a lypse

He who would en ter the tem ple of truth must be con tent to do so by the di- 
vinely given door. The Old Tes ta ment is cer tainly the en trance to the New,
and in a spe cial man ner the Book of Daniel in the Old Tes ta ment is the
porch or pas sage lead ing to the Apoc a lypse. In his ob ser va tions on the
prophe cies of Daniel and the Apoc a lypse of St. John, Sir Isaac New ton
says: “Among the old prophe cies Daniel is most dis tinct in or der of time
and eas i est to be un der stood, and there fore in those things which re late to
the last times he must be made the key to the rest.” On the con nec tion of
Daniel and Rev e la tion he says: "The Apoc a lypse of John is writ ten in the
same style and lan guage with the prophe cies of Daniel, and hath the same
re la tion to them which they have to one an other, so that all of them to gether
make but one com plete prophecy. The Apoc a lypse should thus be re garded
as the New Tes ta ment se quel to the Book of Daniel. The Books of Daniel
and Rev e la tion may be con sid ered as parts one and two of a sin gle
prophecy — a prophecy re lat ing to the same sub ject, and pre sent ing that
sub ject in the same sym bolic form. They un fold ear lier and later por tions of
the same great story.

The Book of Daniel holds a tran si tional po si tion in Old Tes ta ment Scrip- 
ture. In it “prophecy ceases to be Jew ish and be comes Gen tile.”1 It is thus
suited to be an in tro duc tion to New Tes ta ment prophecy re lat ing to the
course of Gen tile his tory.

All the events fore told in the Apoc a lypse be long to that or der of things
and course of ages pre dicted in the Book of Daniel. The in tro duc tory vi sion
in Daniel, that of the Im age, the Stone, and the Moun tain, sketches the com- 
plete course of the five king doms of His tory and Prophecy, and, like the
vault of heaven em brac ing the ex tent and cir cum fer ence of earth, “arches in
the en tire fu ture of the world with ce les tial ease and sta bil ity. It starts from
the time then present, and ter mi nates on the verge of eter nity.” The grand
out line given in this in tro duc tory vi sion is filled in by later prophe cies. Each
suc ceed ing prophecy adds fur ther de tails, but no fresh out line is pre sented.
The sub lime frame work of the five em pires re mains un al tered. All the vi- 
sions of the Apoc a lypse be long to this out line. They can not be prop erly un- 
der stood un til they are fit ted into it, and take their place in it as part of a
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great sym bolic rev e la tion con cern ing the course and suc ces sion of earthly
em pires, and the rise and es tab lish ment of the King dom of God

1. Daniel, an Ex po si tion, by Payne Smith, D.D., p. 1.↩ 
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3. The Seven In ter pre ta tions Of
Sym bolic Prophecy

THE SYM BOLIC PROPHE CIES of Daniel and John con tain seven di vinely
given in ter pre ta tions of their mean ing. These in ter pre ta tions claim our first
at ten tion, and con sti tute the only in fal li ble ba sis of ex po si tion. In build ing
on them we build not on the shift ing sands of hu man opin ion, but on the
sta ble rock of re vealed truth. With out such a foun da tion no in ter pre ta tion of
Daniel and the Apoc a lypse can be se cure and trust wor thy, as rest ing upon
di vine au thor ity, but can only stand on “begged prin ci ples and mere hu man
con jec tures.” The seven di vinely given in ter pre ta tions are the fol low ing:

I. The In ter pre ta tion of the Vi sion of the Great
Im age in Dan. 2.

Five verses con tain. the de scrip tion of the Im age, Stone, and Moun tain (vv.
31-35), fol lowed by ten verses giv ing the in ter pre ta tion (vv. 36-45). Mark
the in tro duc tory words, “This is the dream; and we will tell the in ter pre ta- 
tion thereof be fore the king”; and the con clud ing words, “The dream is cer- 
tain, and the in ter pre ta tion thereof sure.” We do well to un der line in our
Bibles the word “in ter pre ta tion,” that we may note and re mem ber the im- 
por tant fact that we are fur nished here in the prophecy with an in fal li ble
guide to its mean ing.

The in ter pre ta tion of the vi sion of the Im age given to Daniel in an swer
to prayer by “the God of heaven,” and con veyed by Daniel to Neb uchad- 
nez zar, is as fol lows:

[1] "Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given
thee a king dom, power, and strength, and glory. And where so ever the chil- 
dren of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath
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He given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou are
this head of gold.

[2] "And af ter thee shall arise an other king dom in fe rior to thee,
[3] "And an other third king dom of brass, which shall bear rule over all

the earth.
[4] "And the fourth king dom shall be strong as iron; foras much as iron

breaketh in pieces and sub dueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all
these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet
and toes, part of pot ters’ clay, and part of iron, the king dom shall be di- 
vided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, foras much as thou
sawest — the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were
part of iron, and part of clay, so the king dom shall be partly strong, and
partly bro ken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they
shall min gle them selves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one
to an other, even as iron is not mixed with clay.

[5] “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a
king dom, which shall never be de stroyed; and the king dom shall not be left
to other peo ple, but it shall break in pieces and con sume all these king doms,
and it shall stand for ever. Foras much as thou sawest that the stone was cut
out of the moun tain with out hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the
brass, the clay, the sil ver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to
the king what shall come to pass here after: and the dream is cer tain, and the
in ter pre ta tion thereof sure.”

 
In this di vinely given in ter pre ta tion the four dif fer ent metal lic parts of

the Im age rep re sent four suc ces sive king doms, of which the first is that of
Baby lon; while the Stone cut out with out hands which de stroys the Im age,
be comes a Moun tain, and fills the earth, rep re sents the King dom of the God
of heaven, uni ver sal in its range and ev er last ing in its du ra tion. Let us mark
these five king doms in our Bibles by the num bers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and write op- 
po site the words “Thou art this head of gold” the name of Baby lon, and op- 
po site the fifth king dom the words King dom of God. Let us note that the
four king doms fol low each other with out any gap, as rep re sented by the
four parts of a sin gle im age, that the sec ond is in fe rior to the first, that the
third is char ac ter ized by world wide ex tent, and the fourth by re sist less
strength and all sub du ing con quests. Ob serve es pe cially that the fourth
king dom is in its later stage “di vided,” that it con sists partly of iron and



19

partly of clay, and that the at tempts to re unite its bro ken frag ments prove
vain and fu tile. Con trast the great Colos sus of hu man sovereignty, stand ing
on fee ble bro ken feet of iron mixed with clay, with the sta ble and ev er last- 
ing Moun tain of the King dom of God. Ob serve the su per hu man ori gin of
the fi nal king dom rep re sented by a Stone cut out “with out hands” — a king- 
dom founded by no sword or scep tre of man, built by no hu man will or wis- 
dom, but by the in vis i ble power of the Cre ator of heaven and earth. Note
also the two stages of the king dom rep re sented by the Stone and the Moun- 
tain, and that be fore the Stone be comes the Moun tain it falls on the feet of
the Im age, or on the Im age in its fi nally di vided clay and iron state, and ut- 
terly an ni hi lates it.

The first and last of the five king doms in the vi sion are clearly and au- 
thor i ta tively in ter preted as the King dom of Baby lon and the King dom of the
God of heaven; while the sec ond, third, and fourth are the in ter ven ing king- 
doms which fill up the course of Gen tile rule be tween these two well-
marked ter mini. Later vi sions plainly show what these in ter ven ing king- 
doms are.

II. The In ter pre ta tion Of The Vi sion Of The
Great Tree In Dan. 4

Neb uchad nez zar, who had heard from Daniel the in ter pre ta tion of the great
Im age, now asks the prophet to tell him the in ter pre ta tion of the great Tree.
“Tell me the vi sions of my dream, and the in ter pre ta tion thereof.” The king
then re counts his dream, the nar ra tive oc cu py ing nine verses, while Daniel’s
in ter pre ta tion fills the nine verses which fol low (vv. 19-27). Ob serve the
words: “This is the in ter pre ta tion, O king, and this is the de cree of the Most
High.” Neb uchad nez zar had seen in his dream a great Tree, reach ing to
heaven, un der whose shadow dwelt the birds and beasts of the earth. He had
heard a voice from heaven pro claim the de cree, “Hew down the tree,” but
“leave the stump of his roots in the earth,” and “let seven times pass over
him.” Daniel thus in ter prets the mean ing: “It is thou, O king” (ver. 22). As
in the for mer vi sion Daniel had said to Neb uchad nez zar, “Thou art this head
of gold,” so here he boldly tells the monarch that the vi sion con cerns him- 
self. He, Neb uchad nez zar, was sym bol ized by the great Tree; his far-reach- 
ing do min ion by its widely ex tend ing branches; and his tem po rary abase- 
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ment dur ing the pe riod of “seven times” was rep re sented by the cut ting
down of the Tree, whose stump was left bound with iron and brass in the
soil dur ing this pre dicted pe riod. “They shall drive thee from men, and thy
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, …and seven times shall pass
over thee, till thou know that the Most High ruleth in the king dom of men,
and giveth it to whom so ever He will.” The rest of the chap ter re lates the
his tor i cal ful fill ment of the vi sion: “All this came upon the king Neb uchad- 
nez zar.”

The “seven times” of the monarch’s de base ment typ ify the “seven times”
of the long degra da tion of worldly power un der the Wild Beast em pires of
the later prophecy in chap ter 7. The same em pires which had been rep re- 
sented by the bright and ter ri ble Im age are here de picted by sav age beasts
of prey, whose do min ion, strictly lim ited by the de cree of Heaven to the re- 
vealed times and sea sons of the prophecy, con tin ues till the man i fes ta tion of
the King dom of “the Son of Man.”

III. The In ter pre ta tion Of The Hand writ ing On
The Wall Of Bels haz zar’s Palace In Dan. 5

At Bels haz zar’s feast the golden ves sels from the Tem ple at Jerusalem were
pro faned by be ing used for the wor ship of “gods of gold and of sil ver, of
brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone.” It was the cul mi na tion of the sin of
Baby lon. Silently her doom was writ ten. “In the same hour came forth fin- 
gers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the can dle stick upon the plas- 
ter of the wall of the king’s palace: and the king saw the part of the hand
that wrote.” Moved by cu rios ity and con ster na tion, the king asks the as- 
trologers to in ter pret the mys te ri ous words upon the wall; but none of them
can do it. At the queen’s sug ges tion he sends for Daniel. The aged prophet
stands in the pres ence of the idol a trous monarch, and, while re fus ing his
prof fered gifts, says: “I will read the writ ing unto the king, and make known
to him the in ter pre ta tion.” “This is the writ ing that was writ ten, Mene,
Mene, Tekel, Up harsin. This is the in ter pre ta tion of the thing: Mene; God
hath num bered thy king dom, and fin ished it. Tekel; Thou art weighed in the
bal ances, and art found want ing. Peres; Thy king dom is di vided, and given
to the Medes and Per sians.” His tory, both sa cred and pro fane, records the
ful fill ment of the prophecy. “In that night was Bels haz zar the king of the
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Chaldeans slain.” The King dom of Baby lon, proud, sen sual, and idol a trous,
fell be fore the Medo-Per sian power. In the in ter pre ta tion of the word
“Peres” the prophet Daniel plainly in di cates the name of the sec ond of the
four king doms, that of “the Medes and Per sians.” Thus the sil ver breast and
arms of the great Im age are in ter preted. As the first of the four king doms is
Baby lon, so the sec ond is Per sia. In ac cept ing this in ter pre ta tion we build
on plain state ments in the Word of God, con firmed by the wit ness of his- 
tory. Isa iah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Herodotus, Xenophon, and the Canon of
Ptolemy all com bine to prove the dis tinct ness of the Baby lo nian and Medo-
Per sian King doms, and that the sec ond of these con quered and suc ceeded
the first.

IV. The In ter pre ta tion Of The Ram And He-
goat In Dan. 8

We place this in ter pre ta tion be fore that of chap. 7, as it gives us the name of
the third em pire. The Per sian power is rep re sented in this vi sion by a Ram,
while the power which de stroyed and suc ceeded it is de picted by a He-goat.
The Ram has two horns, and is thus in ter preted: “The ram which thou
sawest hav ing two horns are the kings of Me dia and Per sia.” The “he-goat”
that “came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not
the ground,” which had “a no table horn be tween his eyes,” and which
“smote the ram, and brake his two horns,” and “cast him down to the
ground, and stamped upon him,” is thus in ter preted: “The rough goat is the
king of GRE CIA: and the great horn that is be tween his eyes is the first king.
Now that be ing bro ken, whereas four stood up for it, four king doms shall
stand up out of the na tion, but not in his power” (8:21, 22).

Ex actly the same suc ces sion of his toric events is again plainly fore told
in Dan. 11:2-4. “In the first year of Dar ius the Mede” the re veal ing an gel
says to Daniel: “Now I will show thee the truth. Be hold, there shall stand up
yet three kings in PER SIA; and the fourth shall be far richer than they all: and
by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of
GRE CIA. And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great do min- 
ion, and do ac cord ing to his will. And when he shall stand up, his king dom
shall be bro ken, and, shall be di vided to ward the four winds of heaven; and
not to his pos ter ity, nor ac cord ing to his do min ion which he ruled: for his
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king dom shall be plucked up, even for oth ers be side those.” The three Per- 
sian kings who fol lowed Cyrus were Cam by ses, Smerdis, and Dar ius Hys- 
taspis; while the fourth was Xerxes, who, “far richer” than his pre de ces sors,
in vaded Greece, and by his de feat brought about the cri sis of Per sian de cay.
The mighty world-con quer ing king who over threw the power of Per sia was
Alexan der the Great of Mace don, and the four fold di vi sion of his king dom
in the prophecy an swers to the course of his tory. Prophecy and His tory
agree in de ter min ing the Gre cian Em pire to be the third in the suc ces sion of
king doms be gin ning with that of Baby lon.

V. The In ter pre ta tion Of The Four Wild Beast
King doms, And Of The King dom Of The Son
Of Man, In Dan. 7

The four king doms of the Im age, fol lowed by the King dom of the Moun tain
which fills the earth, rep re sent ing the uni ver sal and ev er last ing King dom of
God, are shown un der a dif fer ent set of sym bols in Dan. 7, with ad di tional
fea tures. “The four great em pires of earth ap pear un der strangely con trasted
sym bols to the king and to the prophet. In the for mer case a worldly idol ater
looked up, and be held a great four fold Im age of earthly do min ion; it was
ter ri ble yet at trac tive to him in its bril liancy. In the lat ter case a man of God
looked down, and be held four great beasts, ter ri ble only in their fierce bru- 
tal ity.”1

The iden tity of the four king doms in Dan. 2 and 7 is ev i dent. “The num- 
ber is the same, four in each. The start ing point is the same, for each was
given while Baby lon was the rul ing power (Dan. 2:1, 7:1). The is sue is the
same, for both are im me di ately fol lowed by the King dom of Christ. The or- 
der is the same, for the king doms in the first Vi sion, as all ad mit, are suc- 
ces sive; and in the other there are no less than seven or eight clauses which
de note suc ces sion in time. There is the same gra da tion, for the no blest
metal and the no blest an i mal take the lead in each se ries. Fur ther, the king- 
doms in each vi sion are de scribed as oc cu py ing the whole space till the do- 
min ion of the saints of God… The first em pire is that of BABY LON, for to the
king of Baby lon it was said: ‘Thou art this head of gold.’ If we re quire the
names of the two next king doms, the an gel Gabriel con tin ues the mes sage
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of the prophet: ‘The ram hav ing two horns are the kings of ME DIA and PER- 
SIA… The rough goat is the king of GRE CIA.’ If we ask the name and char ac- 
ter of the fourth em pire, the Evan ge list sup plies the an swer: ‘There went out
a de cree from Cae sar Au gus tus that all the world should be taxed’; ‘If we
let Him alone, all men will be lieve on Him; and the RO MANS will come, and
take away both our place and na tion.’ Four supreme and rul ing king doms,
and four only, are an nounced by name in the Word of God, from the time of
Daniel to the close of the sa cred Canon.”2

The nar ra tive of the vi sion of the four Wild Beast em pires and the King- 
dom of the Son of Man in Dan. 7 oc cu pies the first four teen verses, while
the in ter pre ta tion fol lows in vv. 16-27. Note the words: “So he told me, and
made me know the in ter pre ta tion of the things.” First a gen eral in ter pre ta- 
tion is given of the four Wild Beast pow ers and of the King dom of “the
saints of the Most High” (vv. 17, 18), and then a more de tailed in ter pre ta- 
tion of the fourth king dom. “The fourth beast shall be the fourth king dom
upon earth, which shall be di verse from all king doms, and shall de vour the
whole earth, and shall tread it down and break it in pieces.” Here, as in the
sym bol of the great Im age, a ten fold di vi sion of the fourth or Ro man Em- 
pire is pre dicted. “The king dom shall be di vided… As the toes of the feet
were part of iron, and part of clay, so the king dom shall be partly strong,
and partly bro ken” (Dan. 2:41, 42). In the later vi sion this ten fold di vi sion
is rep re sented by the “ten horns” of the fourth wild beast. Among these
rises “an other lit tle horn,” with “eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth
speak ing great things,” which horn “made war with the saints, and pre vailed
against them” for a def i nite pe riod. “They shall be given into his hand un til
a time and times and the di vid ing of time. But the judg ment shall sit, and
they shall take away his do min ion, to con sume and to de stroy it unto the
end. And the king dom and do min ion, and the great ness of the king dom un- 
der the whole heaven, shall be given to the peo ple of the saints of the Most
High, whose king dom is an ev er last ing king dom, and all do min ions shall
serve and obey Him” (vv. 25-27).

VI. The In ter pre ta tion Of The Seven Stars
And The Seven Can dle sticks In Rev. 1
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The in ter preter here is none other than our Lord Him self: “The mys tery of
the seven stars which thou sawest in My right hand, and the seven golden
can dle sticks. The seven stars are the an gels of the seven churches: and the
seven can dle sticks which thou sawest are the seven churches” (Rev. 1:20).

This di vinely given in ter pre ta tion as signs a Chris tian char ac ter to the
prophecy in which it oc curs, for it in ter prets the can dle sticks as Chris tian
Churches, and the in tro duc tory por tion of the book in which these are pre- 
sented is so in ti mately and pro foundly con nected with the sub se quent
prophecy in chaps. 6-22, as to im part to the lat ter a Chris tian char ac ter, or to
jus tify the view that it is a prophecy of the his tory and des tiny of the Chris- 
tian Church.

This in ti mate con nec tion is seen in the fact that the prom ises in the let- 
ters to the seven Churches re late to ex pe ri ences and priv i leges set forth in
the pre dic tions which oc cur in the prophetic por tion of the book.

[1] The prom ise in the let ter to the Church of Eph esus, “To him that
over cometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the
par adise of God,” re lates to a bless ing fore told in chap. 22 in the course of
the prophecy, where the scene is de scribed in which the tree of life oc cu pies
a cen tral place. The Chris tian char ac ter which cer tainly at taches to the
prom ise must there fore also at tach to the prophecy, for the thing promised
and the thing proph e sied are the same.

[2] The prom ise in the let ter to the Church of Smyrna, “He that over- 
cometh shall not be hurt of the sec ond death,” re lates to that fi nal stage of
sal va tion de scribed in de tail in chaps. 20 and 21. Both prom ise and
prophecy re fer to the ex pe ri ences of those who es cape the same fi nal judg- 
ment.

[3] The prom ise in the let ter to the Church of Perg amos, “To him that
over cometh will I give to eat of the hid den manna, and I will give him a
white stone, and in the stone a new name writ ten, which no man knoweth
sav ing he which re ceiveth it,” is in one of its fea tures anal o gous with the
prophecy of the one hun dred and forty-four thou sand “re deemed from the
earth” who have the Fa ther’s name writ ten in their fore heads, and also with
the prophecy in chap. 22 con cern ing the in hab i tants of the New Jerusalem:
“They shall see His face, and His name shall be in their fore heads.” The
thing promised and the thing proph e sied are the be stow ment on His re- 
deemed peo ple of a di vine name in a writ ten form, by the hand of the Re- 
deemer.
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[4] The prom ise in the let ter to the Church of Thy atira is: “He that over- 
cometh, and keep eth My works unto the end, to him will I give power over
the na tions: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron.” In chap. 12 is a
prophecy con cern ing a “man child who is to rule all na tions with a rod of
iron,” and in chap. 19 Christ Him self is seen in vi sion ex er cis ing this power.
The rul ing the na tions “with a rod of iron” re ferred to in these cases must be
the same. As the prom ise of rul ing the na tions with a rod of iron is ad- 
dressed to Chris tian peo ple, the act of rul ing the na tions with a rod of iron
de scribed in the prophecy must be some thing in which Chris tian peo ple
take part.

[5] The prom ise in the let ter to the Church of Sardis is: “He that over- 
cometh, the same shall be clothed in white rai ment; and I will not blot out
his name out of the book of life.” In chap. 7 is a prophecy con cern ing an in- 
nu mer able mul ti tude of all na tions, peo ples, and tongues, clothed in white
robes, washed in the blood of the Lamb; in chap. 19 the Bride of the Lamb
is seen ar rayed in fine linen, “which is the right eous ness of saints”; and in
chap. 21 the names of the in hab i tants of the New Jerusalem are said to be
“writ ten in the Lamb’s book of life.” Here again the bless ings promised in
the ear lier part of the book are iden ti cal with the priv i leges prophet i cally
fore told in its later pages.

[6] The prom ise in the let ter to the Church of Phil a del phia is: “Him that
over cometh will I make a pil lar in the tem ple of My God, and he shall go no
more out: and I will write upon him the name of My God, and the name of
the city of My God, which is New Jerusalem, which cometh down out of
heaven from My God: and I will write upon him My new name.” This is
un ques tion ably a Chris tian prom ise re lat ing to Chris tian ex pe ri ences. Hence
the prophecy in chap. 21 of the New Jerusalem de scend ing out of heaven
from God, hav ing in its foun da tion the names of the Apos tles of the Lamb,
must be a Chris tian prophecy, or re late to things con cern ing the Chris tian
Church. This link is clear and im por tant.

[7] The prom ise in the let ter to the Church of Laodicea is: “… To him
that over cometh will I grant to sit with Me on My throne.” In the clos ing
part of the prophecy, chaps. 20-22, the vic to ri ous saints are seen reign ing
with Christ: “I saw thrones, and they sat upon them”; “and they lived and
reigned with Christ.” The re ward promised to Chris tian vic tors — the reign- 
ing with Christ — is iden ti cal with the re ward of the vic tors over the Wild
Beast power de scribed in the prophecy. Prom ise and prophecy re late to the
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same ex alted ex pe ri ences, and de scribe the same ul ti mate re ward. The con- 
clu sion to which we are led, that the prophecy chaps. 6-22 is a Chris tian
prophecy, or re lates to the ex pe ri ences of the Chris tian Church, is strongly
con firmed by the de scrip tion of its wit ness ing and suf fer ing saints as those
who “over came by the blood of the Lamb,” who “have the tes ti mony of Je- 
sus Christ” (12:11, 17), who “keep the faith of Je sus” (14:12), and are “the
mar tyrs of Je sus” (17:6) slain “for the Wit ness of Je sus” (20:4). Who can
those be who “have the tes ti mony of Je sus,” who “keep the faith of Je sus,”
and are “the mar tyrs of Je sus,” but Chris tian peo ple? But these are the
saints, the suf fer ers, and the vic tors of the prophetic por tion of the book. On
all these grounds the con clu sion is in evitable that the Apoc a lypse is a Chris- 
tian prophecy; or, in other words, that it re lates to the ex pe ri ences of the
Chris tian Church in its mil i tant and tri umphant stages.

VII. The In ter pre ta tion Of The Woman, “Baby‐ 
lon The Great,” And Of The Seven-headed,
Ten-horned Beast That Car ri eth Her

Of all the vi sions in the PROPHETIC part of the Apoc a lypse (chaps. 6-22) that
of Baby lon and the Beast in chap. 17 IS THE ONLY ONE DI VINELY IN TER- 
PRETED. Through the in ter pre ta tion of the vi sion a door is opened to the un- 
der stand ing of the rest of the vi sions in the prophecy.

The vi sion of Baby lon the Great, which is con tin ued in chap. 18, is one
of the most strik ing and im por tant in the book. It is one of two con trasted
vi sions in the clos ing part of the Apoc a lypse — that of the Har lot City,
Baby lon, and that of the New Jerusalem, the Bride of the Lamb. In each
case the vi sion is shown to John by one of the seven vial-bear ing an gels. In
each the ob ject seen is dou bly sym bol ized as a woman and a city. The Har- 
lot City is “ar rayed in pur ple and scar let color, and decked with gold and
pre cious stones and pearls”; while the Bride, the New Jerusalem, is ar rayed
in “fine linen, clean and white,” which is “the right eous ness of saints,” and
has “the glory of God.” The one is the as so ciate of the Beast (Θηρἰον), the
other of the Lamb (ἀρνἰον). The one is drunken with the blood of the saints
and with the blood of the mar tyrs of Je sus: the other con sists of the saints,
and in cludes the mar tyrs. The one is pun ished with both tem po ral and eter- 
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nal judg ments: the other is re warded with ev er last ing honor and fe lic ity.
The con trast be tween them is com plete.

Con trasted Vi sions Of Baby lon And
Jerusalem, The Har lot And The Bride

In ter pre ta tion Of The Vi sion

Of Baby lon the Great the Apos tle says: “When I saw her, I won dered with a
great won der” (Rev. 17:6, R.V.). “And the an gel said unto me, Where fore
didst thou won der? I will tell thee the mys tery of the woman, and of the
beast that car ri eth her, which hath the seven heads and the ten horns.”
Verses 8-18 con tain the in ter pre ta tion, which is clear, co pi ous, and cat e gor i- 
cal. Five prin ci pal points are dealt with in the ex pla na tion un der the ex pres- 
sions: “the beast that thou sawest” (ver. 8); “the seven heads” (ver. 9); “the
ten horns which thou sawest” (ver. 12); “the wa ters which thou sawest”
(ver. 15); “the woman which thou sawest” (ver. 18). Ev ery point in ter preted
fixes the ap pli ca tion of the vi sion to Rome.

[1] The Woman is in ter preted as sig ni fy ing the city of Rome. “The
woman which thou sawest is that great city which reigneth over the kings of
the earth.” At the date when the Apoc a lypse was writ ten Rome gov erned
the world.

[2] The City is rep re sented as sit ting on “seven hills.” This is a well-
known fea ture of the city of Rome. All the Latin po ets for five hun dred
years speak of Rome as the seven-hilled city. Rome is de picted on her im- 
pe rial coins as sit ting on seven hills. Among the early Fa thers, Ter tul lian
and Jerome may be cited as re fer ring to this fea ture. “I ap peal,” says Ter tul- 
lian, “to the cit i zens of Rome, the pop u lace that dwell on the seven hills.”3

Jerome, when urg ing Mar cella to quit Rome for Beth le hem, writes: “Read
what is said in the Apoc a lypse of the seven hills.” The names of the seven
hills of Rome are the Pala tine, Quiri nal, Aven tine, Coelian, Vim i nal, Es- 
quiline, and Jan ic u lan.
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[3] The Har lot City is rep re sented as seated “upon many wa ters”
(Rev. 17:1), which are in ter preted to mean “peo ples, and mul ti tudes, and
na tions, and tongues” (ver. 15). Such was cer tainly the po si tion of Rome.
The na tions of the world were then, and for cen turies af ter, sub ject to her
sway.

[4] The Har lot City is rep re sented as seated upon the seven-headed, ten-
horned Beast. In the prophe cies of Daniel the ten-horned Wild Beast is the
fourth Gen tile em pire, or the Ro man. No city ruled the Ro man Em pire but
Rome.

[5] The sixth head of the Wild Beast power which car ried the Har lot is
stated to have been in ex is tence at the time when the Apoc a lypse was writ- 
ten. Of the seven heads of the Wild Beast the an gel says “five are fallen,
and one is, and the other is not yet come.” These seven heads are in ter- 
preted to be rul ing pow ers. Five of these were past, the sixth in ex is tence,
the sev enth in the fu ture. Hence the Wild Beast un der its sixth head rep re- 
sented the Ro man Em pire as gov erned by the then ex ist ing Ro man Em per- 
ors, and con se quently the Har lot City borne by that Beast must have rep re- 
sented Rome it self.

[6] The ten horns are in ter preted as ten king doms, then fu ture, into
which the em pire should be di vided. These horns or king doms first sub mit
to the Har lot City, and then rise against her, and “make her des o late and
naked, and eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.” Their fu tu rity at that early
date is in di cated in the words, they “have re ceived no king dom as yet” (ver.
12). It is a no to ri ous mat ter of his tory that the West ern Ro man Em pire was
thus di vided into the Gothic king doms, whose av er age num ber has been ten
for the last twelve or thir teen cen turies; and that these Gothic king doms
have over thrown the city of Rome, and laid it waste, af ter hav ing been sub- 
ject to it for cen turies as the city of the "Popes.

[7] The at tire, char ac ter, and per se cut ing ac tion of the Har lot City iden- 
tify her with Rome. The view that the Baby lon of the Apoc a lypse rep re sents
Rome has pre vailed in the Chris tian Church, both East ern and West ern,
from the ear li est times. “Tell me, blessed John,” says Hip poly tus, “what
didst thou see and hear con cern ing Baby lon? Arise and speak, for it sent
thee also into ban ish ment.”4 Vic tor i nus, the au thor of the ear li est known
com men tary on the Apoc a lypse, says: “The seven heads are the seven hills
on which the Woman sit teth — that is, the city of Rome.” Au gus tine writes
of “Rome the sec ond Baby lon, and the daugh ter of the first, to which it
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pleased God to sub ject the whole world, and bring it all un der one
sovereignty.”5 Protes tant in ter preters main tain, while Ro man Catholic in ter- 
preters ad mit, that the Baby lon of the Apoc a lypse is Rome. Car di nal Bel- 
larmine says: “Rome is sig ni fied in the Apoc a lypse by the name of Baby- 
lon.” Car di nal Ba ro nius says: “All per sons con fess that Rome is de noted by
the name Baby lon in the Apoc a lypse of John.” Bossuet de clares that “the
fea tures are so marked that it is easy to de ci pher Rome un der the fig ure of
Baby lonx” (“Rome sous la fig ure de Baby lon”).

While Ro man ists and Protes tants are agreed that the Baby lon of the
Apoc a lypse is Rome, the for mer main tain that Baby lon rep re sents Rome
Pa gan, the lat ter Rome Pa pal. “I do not hes i tate,” says Dean Al ford, “to
main tain that in ter pre ta tion which re gards Pa pal and not Pa gan Rome as
pointed out by the Har lot of this vi sion. The sub ject has been am ply dis- 
cussed by many ex pos i tors. I would es pe cially men tion Vit ringa and
Dr. Wordsworth.” “By the Woman sit ting on the Wild Beast is sig ni fied that
su per in tend ing and guid ing power which the rider pos sesses over his beast,
than which noth ing could be cho sen more apt to rep re sent the su pe ri or ity
claimed and ex er cised by the See of Rome over the sec u lar king doms of
Chris ten dom.” “The prophecy re gards Rome Pa gan and Pa pal, but from the
fig ure of a Har lot, and the very na ture of the pre dic tions them selves more
the lat ter than the for mer.”6

On this im por tant point Bishop Wordsworth says: "The Woman, who is
called the Har lot, sits on the Beast as on a throne — that is, gov erns it, and
is sup ported by it. The Beast is rep re sented as hav ing ten horns bear ing
crowns, which, we are taught, are ten king doms; and these, it is added, had
not re ceived power in St. John’s age, but were af ter wards to re ceive it, at
one hour — that is, at one and the same hour with the Beast.

"Now, if we imag ine the Woman on the Beast to be Hea then and not
Chris tian Rome, where were these ten king doms, which had not ex isted in
St. John’s age, and which were to arise and re ceive power con tem po ra ne- 
ously with Hea then Rome? It was de stroyed be fore such king doms arose.
None can be found to cor re spond to St. John’s de scrip tion.

"But now adopt, again, the other sup po si tion. Let the Beast, with the
Woman en throned upon it, rep re sent a Church. Let it rep re sent the Church
planted on the seven hills on which the Woman sits; let it rep re sent the
Church of Rome. Then all is plain. The prophecy is won der fully ful filled,
and is proved to be di vine. When the Em pire of Rome fell, new king doms
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arose from its ru ins. The ten horns of the Beast sprouted up; then the
Church of Rome in creased in strength; and these king doms re ceived power
at the same time with her.

"And look again at the prophecy. These kings, we read, give their power
and strength to the Beast. As kings — that is, they are called kings — but
the Beast is the real sov er eign of their sub jects. What is the fact? The Eu ro- 
pean king doms which arose at the dis so lu tion of the Ro man Em pire did sur- 
ren der them selves to the do min ion of the Church of Rome. Italy, Switzer- 
land, Ger many, Poland, Hun gary, France, Bel gium, Spain, Por tu gal, and our
own Eng land, for many cen turies, were sub ject to the Pa pacy. The Woman
who sat upon the Beast had her hand upon its ten horns, and held them
firmly in her grasp. She treated them as her sub jects. The Pa pal coins claim
this. ‘Omnes Reges servient ei.’ ‘Gens et Reg num, quod tibi non servierit,
peribit.’ Such are her claims, de clared at the coro na tion of ev ery Pon tiff.
‘Know thy self the fa ther of kings and princes, ruler of the world.’ These are
the words with which he is ad dressed, when the tiara is placed on his brow.
And thus, in this very sub jec tion of the king doms of the earth to Rome, in
this her am pli tude of do min ion and plen i tude of fe lic ity, of which she has
vaunted her self for many gen er a tions as a proof that she; is fa vored by
Heaven, we rec og nize an other proof that the Baby lon of the Apoc a lypse is
no other than the Church of Rome. Still fur ther; these horns, or king doms,
which re ceive power to gether with the Beast, will one day rise against it,
and tear the flesh of the Har lot and burn her with fire.

"Now, again, for ar gu ment’s sake, let the Woman on the Beast be hea- 
then Rome. Then we read ily al low that Alaric with his Goths, At tila with
his Huns, Genseric with his Van dals, Odoacer with his Heruli, did in deed
sack the city of Rome. But when did they ever re ceive power to gether with
Rome? When did they give their power and thier strength to hea then Rome?
Never. If, there fore the Woman upon the Beast is only the city of Pa gan
Rome, then the prophecy of St. John has failed. But the mar vel pre dicted by
the Apoc a lypse is this — and a stu pen dous mys tery it is — that some of the
pow ers which re ceived strength with the Beast, and gave up their might to
it, they, un der the over rul ing sway of God’s re tribu tive jus tice, will one day
rise against the Woman seated on the Beast, and tear her flesh, and burn her
with fire. And, what is still more aw fully mar velous, they will do this, al- 
though they will league with the Beast and with the False Prophet against
Christ; and they will de stroy Baby lon, not for love of Zion, not for the
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main te nance of God’s truth or for the ad vance ment of His glory, but in a
mys te ri ous trans port of in dig na tion and in a wild ec stasy of re venge; and
when they have done the deed, and have de stroyed Baby lon, they will weep
over her.

“Such is the prophecy of St. John. This por tion of it re mains to be ful- 
filled. But Pa gan Rome has long since ceased to be. There fore these pre dic- 
tions can not con cern Pa gan Rome: but they do con cern the seven-hilled city
Rome; and there fore they point at Pa pal Rome; and the Woman upon the
Beast is not hea then Rome, but it is the city and the Church of Pa pal
Rome.”7

A fuller ex am i na tion of the facts of his tory is nec es sary at this point. We
have merely glanced at some of them, and even now can do no more than
group to gether the lead ing facts con nected with the his tor i cal ful fill ment of
the prophecy.

1. Ap proach ing End of the Age, p. 33.↩ 

2. Birks’ First Two Vi sions of Daniel, p. 20.↩ 

3. Apol. 35.↩ 

4. Trea tise on Christ and An tichrist, sec. 36.↩ 

5. City of God, i. 18-22.↩ 

6. Com men tary on the Greek Tes ta ment, Rev. xvii.↩ 

7. Wordsworth on the Apoc a lypse, pp. 371-375.↩ 
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4. His tor i cal Ful fill ment Of The
Prophecy Con cern ing The Har‐ 
lot Baby lon, Or Proof From His‐ 
tory That Rome Is The Baby lon

Of The Apoc a lypse

THE APOS TLE JOHN eigh teen cen turies ago mar veled at what he fore saw
con cern ing the char ac ter and ca reer of the Woman drunken with the blood
of the saints and mar tyrs of Je sus; we, on the other hand, liv ing in this late
age mar vel at what we see has taken place dur ing the in ter ven ing cen turies
in ful fill ment of the prophecy. The fact is, that the things which John fore- 
saw have come to pass. Their ful fill ment is writ ten on the page of his tory in
let ters of blood and flame. There has arisen in the sphere of the Ro man Em- 
pire, and there has reigned in and from the city of Rome, the seven-hilled
city of the Cae sars, just such a power as is pre dicted in the Apoc a lypse.
Trans late the sym bolic lan guage of the prophecy into plain non-fig u ra tive
terms, and it be comes the his tory of the last twelve to four teen cen turies.

One of the most im por tant com pendi ums re lat ing to the or ga ni za tion and
lo cal de vel op ment of the Ro man Catholic Church is that pre sented in a
quarto vol ume en ti tled Or bis Ter rarum Catholi cus, sive totius ec cle siae
Catholi cae et oc ci den tis et ori en tis. It is a ge o graph i cal and sta tis ti cal “con- 
spec tus” by a Je suit au thor (O. Wer ner, S.J.) of the whole Catholic Church
in the West and East, drawn from re cent au thor i ta tive sources, and il lus- 
trates the truth that the so-called “Catholic” Church is still a vast world wide
so ci ety. The Church of Rome over shad ows the larger part of Chris ten dom
to day. It boasts of uni ver sal ity, as in clud ing a host of “peo ples, mul ti tudes,
na tions, and tongues.” It has a thou sand bish ops, in thirty coun tries, and
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half a mil lion priests. As its head is an aged Pon tiff, claim ing the high est
au thor ity in the world as the vis i ble rep re sen ta tive of De ity, the Vicar of Je- 
sus Christ, the Head of the Church of Christ on earth, God’s Vicegerent, the
In fal li ble Teacher of Faith and Morals, whose doc trines and de crees are. ir- 
reformable; hav ing power to bind and loose the souls of men in heaven,
earth, and hell; can on iz ing souls in heaven, par don ing sins on earth, and re- 
mit ting the pains of pur ga tory in the world be neath; reign ing thus in three
worlds, and wear ing in to ken of the fact a triple crown; a crown grafted on a
miter; a miter within as the great High Priest in the Church of God; and a
crown with out as the high est monarch; crown above crown in three fold
splen dor, en cir cling and glo ri fy ing his miter with the in com pa ra ble sym bol
of ce les tial, ter res trial, and in fer nal dig nity.1 That triple crowned Pon tiff sits
to day in the Church of God, “non sim plex homo, sed quasi Deus” — “not
sim ply man, but as it were God”; so self-de scribed in his own de lib er ate,
au thor i ta tive ut ter ances; ut ter ances form ing part of the in fal li ble de ci sions
and def i ni tions of the long line of Popes who have ruled from Rome the
larger part of Chris ten dom for cen turies; “tan tae enim est dig ni tatis et
potes tatis, ut fa ciat unum et idem Tri bunal cum Christo… et quasi Deus in
terra” — of so great dig nity and power that he may con sti tute one and the
same tri bunal with Christ… and as if God on earth… hav ing plen i tude of
power… the gov ern ment at once of the earthly and heav enly king doms…
the key-bearer of eter nal life.“2 At his feet, as he sits on the day of his coro- 
na tion on the high al tar of St. Pe ter’s, kneel sev enty car di nals, at tired in
long scar let robes, princes of the Catholic Church, con sti tut ing her high est
con clave; they kneel at his feet in the pres ence of as sem bled awestruck thou
— sands, and one by one they kiss his feet, wor ship ing him as the rep re sen- 
ta tive of De ity.”They adore his Ho li ness on their knees, kiss ing his feet and
his right hand." “Af ter this his Ho li ness is set down on the high est steps of
the Al tar, where he solemnly blesses the peo ple.” He lifts up his right hand,
ex tend ing two fin gers and the thumb, sym bol iz ing his au thor ity as the rep- 
re sen ta tive of the three Per sons of the Trin ity, the Fa ther, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost; and thus he blesses the as sem bled kneel ing mul ti tudes in the
vast and solemn sanc tu ary, who form a vis i ble part of the two hun dred mil- 
lions of Chris ten dom own ing his spir i tual sway. And this takes place in
Rome, the Rome of the Cae sars, the Rome of that Domi tian who sent the
blessed Apos tle John into ban ish ment! “When I saw her,” said that John —
“When I saw her,” in prophetic vi sion — saw that gaudy, glo ri ous, guilty



34

har lot en throned on the seven-hilled city — “I won dered with great ad mi ra- 
tion.”

The Church Of Rome Sym bol ized By A Har lot

It is well known that a faith less woman is, in the lan guage of tits prophets,
the type and sym bol of a faith less and apos tate Church (see Ezek. 16 and
23). The Church of Rome is an apos tate Church. While pro fess ing to be the
Church of Christ she has been the guilty paramour of the un godly kings of
Chris ten dom. She has ac cepted their royal gifts and rich en dow ments, and
has be stowed on them in re turn the boasted wealth of her spir i tual priv i- 
leges. She has been car ried by them in lofty state and splen dor, sus tained by
their au thor ity, and pro tected by their power; rul ing them, and through them
rul ing the sub ject na tions of Chris ten dom. And all these cen turies dur ing
which she has thus ruled in as so ci a tion with the kings of the earth she has
held in her hand a cup (oh mar velous mark!) — a cup such as old hea then
Rome never ex tended to the na tions: for Pa gan Rome was not their
temptress; she made no at tempt to in tox i cate them with er ror or idol a try;
she cared not what they be lieved, or what they did, or what they wor- 
shipped, so only they sub mit ted to her im pe rial rule; whereas Pa pal Rome
has for ages held in her hand the in tox i cat ing cup of false hood, delu sion,
and idol a try — a cup drugged with the wine of soul-de stroy ing er ror, as the
teacher of false re li gion, the temptress and de ceiver of the kings and peo- 
ples of Chris ten dom. Well might the blessed Apos tle gaze at her with
amaze ment! And we gaze at her to day as the fore told apoc a lyp tic Har lot
with equal if not greater won der.

The Name On The Fore head Of The Har lot

What is the name which has been writ ten by the fin ger of God upon her
brow? It is “MYS TERY!” Now let the fact be noted that no such name as this
ever was or could have been char ac ter is tic of the Rome of the Cae sars. Pa- 
gan Rome was no “Mys tery” in Chris tian eyes. Her idol a try was open and
con fessed. The Chris tian Church was never de ceived by her. Hea then Rome
never claimed to be other than she was. But this Har lot “Baby lon” de ceives



35

the na tions by pro fess ing to be Chris tian, while in re al ity she is anti-Chris- 
tian. What is this “Mys tery” but the de vel op ment of that “MYS TERY 0F IN IQ- 
UITY” which be gan to work in the Chris tian Church in apos tolic times? (2
Thess. 2:7).

Fur ther, she is called “BABY LON THE GREAT.” What sym bol i cal ti tle could
bet ter de scribe Pa pal Rome; for has she not been the worldly, idol a trous,
proud, per se cut ing power in the his tory of the Chris tian Church which the
lit eral Baby lon was in the his tory of apos tate Is rael? What could bet ter sym- 
bol ize the idol a trous and per se cut ing Church of Rome than that Baby lon
which in the days of Jew ish apos tasy filled Jerusalem with blood shed, and
drank to her idol gods out of the golden ves sels of Je ho vah’s sanc tu ary?

The Har lot Car ried By The Ten-Horned Beast

Fur ther, it is im por tant to ob serve that the Beast that bears the Har lot is rep- 
re sented in the vi sion as the “TEN-HORNED BEAST.” This fig ure por trays the
Ro man Em pire in its bro ken and di vided stage, as ruled by many sov er eigns
— as con sist ing of the group of king doms which has oc cu pied ever since
the Gothic in va sions of the fifth cen tury the sphere of the sovereignty then
over turned. In his de scrip tion of the fall of the West ern Em pire of Rome the
his to rian Hal lam says: “Be fore the con clu sion of the fifth cen tury the
mighty fab ric of em pire, which valor and pol icy had founded upon the
seven hills of Rome, was fi nally over thrown, in all the west of Eu rope, by
the bar barous na tions from the north, whose mar tial en ergy and whose num- 
bers were ir re sistible. A race of men, for merly un known or de spised, had
not only dis mem bered that proud sovereignty, but per ma nently set tled
them selves in its fairest prov inces, and im posed their yoke upon the an cient
pos ses sors. The Van dals were mas ters of Africa; the Suevi held part of
Spain; the Visig oths pos sessed the re main der, with a large por tion of Gaul;
the Bur gun di ans oc cu pied the prov inces wa tered by the Rhone and Saone;
the Os tro goths al most all Italy.”

The Ten Horns
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The fol low ing is the list of the ten king doms rep re sented by the ten horns of
the Beast, given by Sir Isaac New ton: —

1. The king dom of the Van dals and Alans in Spain and Africa.
2. The king dom of the Sue vians in Spain.
3. The king dom of the Visig oths.
4. The king dom of the Alans in Gal lia.
5. The king dom of the Bur gun di ans.
6. The king dom of the Franks.
7. The king dom of the Britains.
8. The king dom of the Huns.
9. The king dom of the Lom bards.

10. The king dom of Ravenna.

Ge o graph i cal Sphere Of The Ten Horns

In my work on The Di vine Pro gram of the World’s His tory I have shown
that “the ten horns or king doms of the fourth em pire must none of them be
sought in the realms of the third, sec ond, or first, but ex clu sively in the
realm of the fourth, or in the ter ri tory pe cu liar to Rome, and which had
never formed part ei ther of the Gre cian, Medo- Per sian, or Baby lo nian Em- 
pires. Sir Isaac New ton says on this point:”See ing the body of the third
beast is con fined to the na tions on this side the Eu phrates, and the body of
the fourth beast is con fined to the na tions on this side of Greece, we are to
look for all the four heads of the third beast among the na tions on this side
the Eu phrates, and for all the eleven horns of the fourth beast among the na- 
tions on this side of Greece. There fore we do not reckon the Greek Em pire
seated at Con stantino ple among the horns of the fourth beast, be cause it be- 
longed to the body of the third."

Av er age Num ber Of The Gothic King doms Of
West ern Chris ten dom

The his to rian Machi avel, with out the slight est ref er ence to this prophecy,
gives the fol low ing list of the na tions which oc cu pied the ter ri tory of the
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West ern Em pire at the time of the fall of Ro mu lus Au gus tu lus, the last em- 
peror of Rome.

The Lom bards, the Franks, the Bur gun di ans, the Os tro goths, the Visig- 
oths, the Van dals, the Heruli, the Sueves, the Huns, and the Sax ons — ten in
all.

Af ter a time the Huns dis ap peared, but other pow ers arose and ob tained
a home in the do mains of old Rome. The changes were in ces sant, as horde
af ter horde of bar bar ian in vaders pressed in on ev ery side to share the
spoils; but still the num ber of es tab lished king doms was again and again
ten. It never rose to twenty or thirty; it never fell to two or three. Charle- 
magne in his day re duced it for a time, and at tempted, like Napoleon in a
later age, to re store unity; both ut terly failed, and af ter a very few years the
nor mal ten king doms reap peared.

The fol low ing list gives the con tem po rary king doms ex ist ing in West ern
Eu rope at in ter vals of a hun dred years, from the ninth to the nine teenth cen- 
turies. It is ex tracted from a much longer se ries in The Four Prophetic Em- 
pires, by the Rev. T. R. Birks, and is in tro duced by the re mark that a mea- 
sure of un cer tainty must ex ist as to whether some of the states should be in- 
cluded, as “it is some times doubt ful whether a king dom can claim an in de- 
pen dent sovereignty on ac count of the com plex and vary ing na ture of its
po lit i cal re la tions.” But as ex actly as it can be es ti mated from the records of
his tory the fol low ing list presents the mem bers of this fam ily of king doms
as they ap peared from cen tury to cen tury. Where a note of in ter ro ga tion fol- 
lows a name, it im plies that there are some el e ments of doubt as to whether
it should be in cluded or not.

A.D. 860

Italy, Provence, Lor raine, East France, West France, Exar chate, Venice,
Navarre, Eng land, Scot land. To tal, 10.

A.D. 950

Ger many, Bur gundy, Lom bardy, Exar chate, Venice, France, Eng land, Scot- 
land, Navarre, Leon. To tal, 10.

A.D. 1050
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Ger many, Exar chate, Venice, Nor man Italy, France, Eng land, Scot land, Ar- 
ragon, Castile, Nor mandy (?), Hun gary (?). To tal, 9 to 11.

A.D. 1150

Ger many, Naples, Venice, France, Eng land, Scot land, Ar ragon, Castile,
Por tu gal, Hun gary, Lom bardy (?). To tal, 10, or per haps 11.

A.D. 1250

Ger many and Naples, Venice, Lom bardy, France, Eng land, Scot land, Ar- 
ragon, Castile, Por tu gal, Hun gary. To tal, 10.

A.D. 1350

Ger many, Naples, Venice, Switzer land (?), Mi lan (?), Tus cany (?), France,
Eng land and Scot land, Ar ragon, Castile, Por tu gal, Hun gary. To tal, 9 to 12.

A.D. 1453

Aus tria, Naples, Venice, France, Eng land, Scot land, Ar ragon, Castile, Por- 
tu gal, Hun gary, Switzer land (?), Savoy (?), Mi lan (?), Tus cany (?). To tal, 11
to 14.

A.D. 1552

Aus tria, Venice, France, Eng land, Scot land, Spain, Naples, Por tu gal, Hun- 
gary, Switzer land (?), Lom bardy (?). To tal, 9 to 11.

A.D. 1648

Aus tria, Venice, France, Britain (?), Spain and Naples, Por tu gal, Hun gary,
Switzer land (?), Savoy, Tus cany, Hol land. To tal, 8 to 11.

A.D. 1750
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Aus tria and Hun gary, France, Savoy and Sar dinia, Venice, Tus cany, Spain,
Por tu gal, Switzer land (?), Naples (?), Britain (?), Hol land. To tal, 8 to 11.

A.D. 1816

Aus tria, Bavaria, Würtem berg (?), Naples, Tus cany, Sar dinia, Lom bardy
(?), France, Bel gium, Spain, Por tu gal, Britain (?), Switzer land (?). To tal, 9
to 13.

 
An ex am i na tion of this list re veals the sur pris ing fact, which would only

be come more ap par ent were the list length ened ten times, so as to present a
cen sus of each decade in stead of each cen tury, that amidst un ceas ing and al- 
most count less fluc tu a tions, the king doms of mod ern Eu rope have from
their birth to the present day av er aged ten in num ber. They have never,
since the break up of old Rome, been united into one sin gle em pire; they
have never formed one whole even like the United States. No scheme of
proud am bi tion seek ing to re unite the bro ken frag ments has ever suc ceeded;
when such have arisen, they have been in vari ably dashed to pieces. Wit ness
the le gions of Napoleon buried be neath the snows of Rus sia, the ar madas of
Spain wrecked by At lantic storms, and all the fu tile royal mar riage ar range- 
ments by which mon archs vainly sought to cre ate a re vived em pire. In spite
of all hu man ef fort, in de fi ance of ev ery at tempt at re union, the Eu ro pean
com mon wealth for thir teen or four teen cen turies has num bered on an av er- 
age ten king doms.

And the di vi sion is as ap par ent now as ever! Plainly and pal pa bly in- 
scribed on the map of Eu rope this day, it con fronts the skep tic with its silent
but con clu sive tes ti mony to the ful fill ment of this great prophecy. Who can
al ter or add to this, ten fold list of the king doms now oc cu py ing the sphere
of Rome?

Italy, Aus tria, Switzer land, France, Ger many,
Eng land, Hol land, Bel gium, Spain, And Por‐ 
tu gal.
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Ten, and no more; ten, and no less! The Franco-Prus sian War and the uni fi- 
ca tion of Italy have once more de vel oped dis tinctly the nor mal num ber of
the king doms of Eu rope.

The ten fold di vi sion of the West ern Em pire of Rome is then an in dis- 
putable fact, and the sub mis sion for long cen turies of this di vided Em pire of
Rome to the power of the Pa pacy can not be ques tioned or de nied. “Un der
the sac er do tal monar chy of St. Pe ter,” says Gib bon, “the na tions be gan to
re sume the prac tice of seek ing on the banks of the Tiber their kings, their
laws, and the or a cles of their fate.” The tem po ral pos ses sions of the Popes
were the gift of Pepin and Charle magne. In his in vesti ture with the pa pal
tiara the Pope is thus ad dressed: “Re ceive this triple crown, and know that
thou art the Fa ther of princes, and the King and Ruler of the world.” The
coro na tion oath en joined by Popes and agreed to by the West ern Em per ors
was that they would “be faith ful and sub mis sive to the Pope and Ro man
Church.”3 In to ken of their sub jec tion they pros trated them selves be fore the
Pope, and kissed his feet. They held their king doms from him. It was his “to
make kings and un make, to as sign king doms and to take them away.” The
Catholic kings of Chris ten dom sup ported and guarded the Romish Church
and its Pa pal Head with their laws, their gifts, and their swords. Even as late
as the time of the third Napoleon France con tin ued to sup port the Pa pacy
against the will of the Ital ians. Ad dress ing the French Leg is la ture on March
1st, 1860, Louis Napoleon said: “For the last eleven years I have sus tained
alone at Rome the power of the Holy Fa ther, with out hav ing ceased a sin gle
day to re vere in him the sa cred char ac ter of the chief of our re li gion.” This
po si tion of Pa pal Rome as seated for cen turies upon the Ro man Em pire in
its di vided or ten-horned state is a plain proof that she is the Har lot of the
apoc a lyp tic vi sion.

The Har lot Rec og nized By Her At tire

Fur ther, we iden tify Pa pal Rome as the Har lot of the Apoc a lypse by her
char ac ter is tic at tire. Her gar ments of pur ple, scar let, and gold, adorned with
pre cious stones and pearls, what are these but the no table and char ac ter is tic
dress of the popes, car di nals, arch bish ops, bish ops, and priests of the
Church of Rome — the dress they wear in their churches, in their con- 
claves, in their pro ces sions? Is it not no to ri ous that the robes and miters of
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Romish popes and bish ops are cov ered with gold and sil ver, and adorned
with “di a monds, sap phires, emer alds, chryso lites, jaspers, pearls, and all
pre cious stones”? Is it not a fact that the pa pal di a dem sur passes all other
di adems — that it is more richly wrought, more mar velously mag nif i cent
with costly jew els, than any crown of mere ter res trial monar chy? The
Church of Rome wears to day the dis tinc tive dress de scribed in the Apoc a- 
lypse. The color and char ac ter of her at tire have from the be gin ning been
de picted in sa cred prophecy; The gleam of the jew els, the glow of the scar- 
let, the deep dye of the pur ple, are plainly pic tured there. By her strik ing
and sig nif i cant at tire we rec og nize the Church of Rome as the Har lot of the
Apoc a lypse.

The Per se cut ing Char ac ter Of The Church Of
Rome

But more than this, more than by any other mark, we rec og nize Pa pal Rome
by the last, the most mar velous char ac ter is tic which is given us in the sa- 
cred pre dic tion — her strange and ter ri ble ine bri a tion with the blood of
saints and mar tyrs! Old Hea then Rome per se cuted for a brief pe riod the
early Church, but Pa pal Rome through long cen turies has held the pre em i- 
nence as the per se cu tor of those faith ful to the teach ings of the Gospel of
Christ. She has been all along in her es sen tial and un al ter able char ac ter a
per se cut ing Church. Per se cu tion has oc cu pied a prom i nent place in her doc- 
trines, de crees, canons, ex com mu ni ca tions, tri bunals, tri als, con dem na tions,
im pris on ments, ex e cu tions, and ex ter mi nat ing wars. Cen turies of per se cut- 
ing ac tion wit ness against her. Her laws for the per se cu tion and ex ter mi na- 
tion of heretics have in creased in ma lig nity from their first rise down to
mod ern times. Plainly and openly she has de clared her self to be a per se cut- 
ing Church. She has glo ried in her in tol er ance. Her avowed doc trine is “that
heretics ought to be vis ited by the sec u lar pow ers with tem po ral pun ish- 
ments, and even with death it self.” Bel larmine, her great car di nal, who
wrote those words, said of the saints of God who protested against her in iq- 
uity: “If you shut them in prison or send them into ex ile, they cor rupt those
near them with their words and those at a dis tance with their books; there- 
fore the only rem edy is to send them be times into their own place.” Un der
these max ims Rome has al ways acted. What a long roll of bloody per se cu- 
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tions is her record! The ex tir pa tion of the Al bi genses, the mas sacre of the
Waldenses, the mar tyr doms of the Lol lards, the slaugh ter of the Bo hemi ans,
the burn ing of Huss, Jerome, Savonarola, Frith, Tyn dale, Ri d ley, Hooper,
Cran mer, La timer, and thou sands of oth ers as godly and faith ful as they,
have been her acts; the de mo ni a cal cru el ties of the In qui si tion were in- 
vented by her mind and in flicted by her hand — that In qui si tion which was
for cen turies the mighty in stru ment of her war fare against de voted men and
women whose crime was only this, that they “kept the com mand ments of
God and the faith of Je sus.” The fe ro cious cru el ties of the Duke of Alva in
the Nether lands; the bloody mar tyr doms of Queen Mary’s reign; the ex tinc- 
tion by fire and sword of the Ref or ma tion in Spain and Italy, in Por tu gal
and Poland; the mas sacre of St. Bartholomew; the long and cruel per se cu- 
tions of the Huguenots, and all the in famies and bar bar i ties of the Re vo ca- 
tion of the Edict of Nantes, which flung its refugees on ev ery shore of Eu- 
rope, were per pe trated by Pa pal Rome. Her vic tims have been in nu mer able.
In Spain alone Llorente reck ons as the suf fer ers of the In qui si tion 31,912
burnt alive, and 291,450 so-called pen i tents forced into sub mis sion ‘by wa- 
ter, weights, fire, pul leys, and screws," and “all the ap pa ra tus by which the
sinews could be strained with out crack ing, and the bones bruised with out
break ing, and the body racked exquisitely with out giv ing up the ghost.” A
mil lion per ished in the mas sacre of the Al bi genses. In the thirty years which
fol lowed the first in sti tu tion of the Je suits nine hun dred thou sand faith ful
Chris tians were slain; Thirty-six thou sand were dis patched by the com mon
ex e cu tioner in the Nether lands, by the di rec tion of the Duke of Alva, who
boasted of the deed. Fifty thou sand Flem ings and Ger mans were hanged,
burnt, or buried alive un der Charles V. And when we have added to this the
blood shed of the Thirty Years’ War in Ger many, and the long agony of
other and re peated mas sacres of Protes tants in Eng land, Ire land, Scot land,
France, Spain, Italy, and the Nether lands, we have to re mem ber that for all
this “no word of cen sure ever is sued from the Vat i can, ex cept in the brief
in ter val when states men and sol diers grew weary of blood shed and looked
for means to ad mit the heretics to grace.”

In the light of these facts we main tain that the ful fill ment of the
prophecy ut tered of old in Pat mos is plainly ev i dent. The pre dic tion of the
Apos tle as to its lead ing fea tures was this: that “a dom i neer ing power was
to be es tab lished in the city of Rome, to cor rupt the faith, to spread that cor- 
rup tion, to be dis tin guished by the dis play of gaudy splen dors, to per se cute
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the pro fes sors of the Chris tian faith, to in tox i cate it self in the blood of per- 
se cu tion, to be sup ported by sub servient kings, and to re quite them for their
homage with larger draughts of her cup of abom i na tions.”4 We are jus ti fied
in main tain ing that the his tory of the Church of Rome has ful filled ev ery
de tail of the prophecy. “Er ror and fla grant cor rup tion of doc trine and wor- 
ship, mere tri cious splen dor, a san guinary spirit of per se cu tion, a sys tem of
dom i neer ing pol icy ex er cised over de pen dent kings and in fat u ated na tions”
— these are the fea tures which any faith ful his to rian would be obliged to
se lect and in siSt on in a gen eral de scrip tion and nar ra tive of the char ac ter
and ac tion of the Church of Rome dur ing the long pe riod of her power.

By its record of the ful fill ment of what has been fore told the his tory has
jus ti fied the prophecy. It has un veiled the great ob ject for which the Apoc a- 
lypse was writ ten. Not for the guid ance of the saints of the first few cen- 
turies merely or mainly, or for the ben e fit of the saints of some brief pe riod
yet to come, was this won drous prophecy in dited, but for the in struc tion, the
warn ing, the strength en ing, the con fir ma tion, the con so la tion, of the suf fer- 
ing Church of all the Chris tian cen turies, in clud ing the count less per se cuted
saints and faith ful mar tyrs of me di ae val times, and the glo ri ous com pany of
wit nesses to Gospel truth raised up in the age of the Ref or ma tion. The
Apoc a lypse, as pre dict ing the Chris tian apos tasy, was writ ten chiefly for
saints ex posed to the delu sions and suf fer ing un der the per se cu tions of the
Church of Rome, and its dis tin guish ing glory is this, that it has given us the
Ref or ma tion! Let us boldly avow our recog ni tion of these facts. Guided and
in spired by these mar velous prophe cies, the Re formed Church broke loose
from the bondage — of Romish er ror and usurpa tion, and came forth into
lib erty, the her ald of the lib er a tion of the world, in con fessed obe di ence to
the di vine com mand: “Come out of her, My peo ple, that ye be not par tak ers
of her sins, and re ceive not of her plagues.”

To con clude in the elo quent words of an other: “The Holy Spirit, fore see- 
ing, no doubt, that the Church of Rome would adul ter ate the truth by many
gross and griev ous abom i na tions, that she would anath e ma tize all who
would not com mu ni cate with her, and de nounce them as cut off from the
body of Christ and the hope of ev er last ing sal va tion; fore see ing also that
Rome would ex er cise a wide and dom i nant sway for many gen er a tions, by
boldly it er ated as ser tions of unity, an tiq uity, sanc tity, and uni ver sal ity; fore- 
see ing also that these pre ten sions would be sup ported by the civil sword of
many sec u lar gov ern ments, among which the Ro man Em pire would be di- 
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vided at its dis so lu tion, and that Rome would thus be en abled to dis play
her self to the world in an au gust at ti tude of im pe rial power and with the
daz zling splen dor of tem po ral fe lic ity; fore see ing also that the Church of
Rome would cap ti vate the imag i na tions of men by the fas ci na tions of art al- 
lied with re li gion, and would rav ish their senses and rivet their ad mi ra tion
by gaudy col ors and stately pomp and prodi gal mag nif i cence; fore see ing
also that she would be guile their credulity by mir a cles and mys ter ies, ap- 
pari tions and dreams, trances and ec stasies, and would ap peal to such ev i- 
dence in sup port of her strange doc trines; fore see ing like wise that she
would en slave men and (much more) women by prac tic ing on their af fec- 
tions and by ac com mo dat ing her self with dan ger ous pli ancy to their weak- 
ness, re liev ing them from the bur den of thought and from the per plex ity of
doubt by prof fer ing them the aid of in fal li bil ity, sooth ing the sor rows of the
mourner by dis pens ing par don and promis ing peace to the de parted, re mov- 
ing the load of guilt from the op pressed con science by the min istries of the
con fes sional and by nicely poised com pen sa tions for sin, and that she
would flour ish for many cen turies in proud and pros per ous im punity be fore
her sins would reach to heaven and come in re mem brance be fore God; fore- 
see ing also that many gen er a tions of men would thus be tempted to fall
from the faith and to be come vic tims of deadly er ror, and that they who
clung to the truth would be ex posed to coz en ing flat ter ies and fierce as- 
saults and sav age tor tures from her, — the Holy Spirit, we say, fore see ing
all these things in His di vine knowl edge, and be ing the ever-blessed
Teacher, Guide, and Com forter of the Church, was gra ciously pleased to
pro vide a heav enly an ti dote, for all these dan ger ous, wide spread, and long-
en dur ing evils, by dic tat ing the Apoc a lypse. In this di vine book the Spirit of
God has por trayed the Church of Rome such as none but He could have
fore seen that she would be come, and such as, won der ful and lam en ta ble to
say, she has be come. He has thus bro ken her magic spells; He has taken the
wand of en chant ment from her hand; He has lifted the mask from her face;
and with His di vine hand He has writ ten her true char ac ter in large let ters,
and has planted her ti tle on her fore head, to be seen and read of all: ‘MYS- 
TERY, BABY LON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR LOTS AND ABOM I NA TIONS OF

THE EARTH.’”5
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1. “Hinc Papa trip lici corona coro natur, tan quam Rex Coeli, et Ter rae, et
In fer no rum” (An not. i. ad de cis. 2, Bib lioth. Canon. Fer raris, Tom.
vii.).↩ 

2. Tom. vi. in cap. quarto, 3.↩ 

3. De cline and Fall, chap. xlix.↩ 

4. Davi son On Prophecy, p. 319.↩ 

5. Bishop Wordsworth On Rome, the Baby lon of the Apoc a lypse.↩ 
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5. Use Of The Key

HAV ING NOW FIRMLY FIXED the in ter pre ta tion of the prophecy con cern ing
the Har lot “Baby lon,” and the ten-horned “Beast that car ri eth her,” by
means of the de tailed and def i nite ex pla na tions of their mean ing con tained
in the sev en teenth chap ter of Rev e la tion, and by their ful fill ment in the
course of his tory, we pro ceed to use this in ter preted vi sion as a key to open
the re main ing vi sions, in the Apoc a lypse; for such is the con nec tion of the
var i ous vi sions in the book, that the open ing of its cen tral vi sion is a man i- 
fest clue to the mean ing of the whole.

This method of in ter pret ing the Apoc a lypse is not new. It is adopted and
ad vo cated in Mede’s Key of the Rev e la tion, pub lished in 1643. Ad dress ing
the reader, he says: “Lest haply thou mayest doubt whether any where in the
Rev e la tion out of all those vi sions such may be found in which thou mayest
safely pitch thy foot, and from whence as it were from a sta tion or watch-
tower thou mayest take the scant ling of the rest of the Rev e la tion, be hold
pro vi sion made for this thing also by the Holy Spirit’s most wise coun sel, in
that fa mous vi sion of the great whore which only and alone of all the vi- 
sions the an gel in ter preteth to John. But to what end, ex cept that by that an
en trance be opened as it were through a door to the rest, oth er wise in ac ces- 
si ble? What wilt thou more? There fore by this way en ter thou, call ing upon
the Fa ther of lights, and be ing en tered use the key of en try to the open ing of
the rest.”

I. Iden tity of the Beast

We have seen that in the in ter preted vi sion con tained in Rev. 17 the ten-
horned Wild Beast power rep re sents the Ro man Em pire, and the Har lot
Baby lon the Church of Rome.
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II. Three Vi sions Of The Beast Power

There are three vi sions in the Apoc a lypse of the ten-horned Wild Beast
power.

First Vi sion of the Wild Beast.

“And there ap peared an other won der in heaven; and be hold a great red
Dragon, hav ing seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his
heads. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast
them to the earth: and the Dragon stood be fore the Woman which was ready
to be de liv ered, for to de vour her child as soon as it was born” (12:3, 4).

Sec ond Vi sion of the Wild Beast.

“And I saw a Beast rise up out of the sea, hav ing seven heads and ten horns,
and upon his heads ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blas phemy.
And the Beast which I saw was like unto a leop ard, and his feet were as the
feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the Dragon gave
him his power, and his seat, and great au thor ity” (13:1, 2).

Third Vi sion of the Wild Beast.

“So he car ried me away in the spirit into the wilder ness: and I saw a
Woman sit upon a scar let col ored Beast, full of names of blas phemy, hav ing
seven heads and ten horns” (17:3).

III. The Same Great Power: The Ro man Em‐ 
pire

The three vi sions of the Wild Beast are vi sions of the same great power —
the Ro man Em pire.

[1] The three vi sions must re fer to the same Wild Beast power. The iden- 
tity of their lead ing fea tures jus ti fies this con clu sion. The Wild Beast in
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each of the vi sions has seven heads and ten horns. There can not be more
than one such power.

[2] Since the in ter preted vi sion (chap. 17) es tab lishes the con clu sion that
this seven-headed, ten-horned Wild Beast rep re sents the Ro man Em pire, the
three vi sions must be vi sions of the Ro man Em pire.

[3] This con clu sion is con firmed by the iden tity of the ten-horned Beast
of the Apoc a lypse with the fourth Wild Beast of the vi sions of Daniel,
which we have al ready seen sym bol izes the Ro man Em pire.

Some have held that the first four heads of the dra conic power in Rev. 12
rep re sent king doms which pre ceded the Ro man Em pire, and some that the
Beast of Rev. 13 rep re sents the four em pires. Both these views we hold to
be er ro neous; but even if cor rect, both the Dragon of chap. 12 and “Beast”
of chap. 13 would in clude the Ro man Em pire it self as a chief part of the
thing sym bol ized.

IV. Suc ces sive Stages

The three vi sions of the Wild Beast power rep re sent suc ces sive stages in the
his tory of the Ro man Em pire.

[1] The vi sion in chap. 12 rep re sents the Ro man Em pire un der the reg- 
nancy of its seven heads, for in this vi sion the heads are crowned with di- 
adems.

[2] The vi sion in chap. 13 rep re sents the Ro man Em pire un der the reg- 
nancy of its ten horns and of its eighth re vived head, for the horns are
crowned with di adems.

[3] The vi sion in chap. 17 rep re sents the Ro man Em pire in its ten-horned
or di vided state, first as car ry ing, then as cast ing of, wast ing, and de stroy ing
the Har lot Baby lon the Great (in the vi sion no crowns are seen on the heads
or horns).

Their lead ing fea tures jus tify the view that the three vi sions in chaps. 12,
13, and 17 of the Wild Beast power rep re sent the Ro man Em pire in the suc- 
ces sive stages of its early progress, its cen tral de vel op ment, and its later de- 
cline.

V. Two Prin ci ple Stages
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The his tory of the Wild Beast power is di vided into two prin ci pal stages by
the “wound ing to death” and sub se quent “heal ing” of the sev enth head
(Rev. 13).

The first is the Dra conic stage of its ex is tence, and rep re sents the Ro man
Em pire up to the date of its over throw by the Goths and Van dals, a rev o lu- 
tion com pleted in A.D. 476. The sec ond may be termed the False Prophet
stage of its his tory — the stage in which its power is wielded by a sec ond
Beast, of lamb-like form, but dra conic in speech (Rev. 13), called in
chap. 19 “the False Prophet.” In the restora tion of the Em pire thus ef fected
the “deadly wound” in flicted by the Gothic over throw is “healed.”

The fol low ing pas sage from the pen of Dr. Döllinger, whose ac quain- 
tance with the his tory of the Church of Rome is such as to make him an au- 
thor ity on the sub ject, ex hibits strik ingly that restora tion of the Ro man Em- 
pire un der its pa pal head which suc ceeded the Gothic over throw:

“Out of the chaos of the great North ern mi gra tions and the ru ins of the
Ro man Em pire there grad u ally arose a new or der of states, whose cen tral
point was the Pa pal See. There from in evitably re sulted a po si tion not only
new, but very dif fer ent from the for mer. The new Chris tian Em pire of the
West was cre ated and up held by the Pope. The Pope be came con stantly
more and more (by the state of af fairs with the will of the princes and of the
peo ple, and through the power of pub lic opin ion) the Chief Mod er a tor at the
head of the Eu ro pean Com mon wealth, and as such he had to pro claim and
de fend the Chris tian law of na tions, to set tle in ter na tional dis putes, to me di- 
ate be tween princes and peo ples, and to make peace be tween bel liger ent
states. The Cu ria be came a great spir i tual and tem po ral tri bunal. In short,
the whole of West ern Chris ten dom formed in a cer tain sense a king dom, at
whose head stood the Pope and the Em peror, the for mer, how ever, with
con tin u ally in creas ing and far pre pon der at ing au thor ity.”1

This ruin and sub se quent rise of Rome is thus re ferred to by the his to rian
Gib bon: “About the close of the sixth cen tury Rome had reached the low est
pe riod of her de pres sion. By the re moval of the seat of Em pire, and the suc- 
ces sive loss of the prov inces, the sources of pub lic and pri vate op u lence
were ex hausted; the lofty tree un der whose shade the na tions of the earth
had re posed was de prived of its leaves and branches, and the sap less trunk
was left to wither on the ground… Like Thebes or Baby lon or Carthage, the
name of Rome might have been erased from the earth, if the city had not



50

been an i mated by a vi tal prin ci ple, which again re stored her to hon our and
do min ion.”2

Un der the noon day of pa pal do min ion which fol lowed “Rome in spired
all the ter ror of her an cient name; she was once more the mis tress of the
world, and kings were her vas sals.”3

VI. The “Deadly Wound” And The “Hin der ing
Power”

The in flic tion of the “deadly wound” on the rul ing power of the West ern
Em pire is iden ti cal with the re moval of the hin der ing or with hold ing power
re ferred to in Paul’s prophecy of the “Man of Sin.”

This link be tween the Thes sa lo nian prophecy and the Apoc a lypse is of
great im por tance. It is ad mit ted by both Protes tant and Ro man Catholic in- 
ter preters that St. Paul’s “Man of Sin” and St. John’s “An tichrist” are the
same. But the rise of the “Man of Sin” is pre ceded by the re moval of a hin- 
der ing power which was in ex is tence in Paul’s own day, and to which he re- 
ferred in care fully guarded lan guage, a power which the early Church rec- 
og nized as that of Im pe rial Rome; and sim i larly the rise of the an tichris tian
per se cut ing power in the Apoc a lypse is pre ceded by the re moval of rul ing
power in the Ro man State. The con clu sion is that the hin der ing power re- 
moved in each case is the same.

It is a re mark able fact, in re la tion to the “let” or hin drance to the man i- 
fes ta tion of the “Man of Sin,” that “we have the con sent ing tes ti mony of the
early Fa thers, from Ire naeus, the dis ci ple of the dis ci ple of St. John, down
to Chrysos tom and Jerome, to the ef fect that it was un der stood to be the im- 
pe rial power rul ing and re sid ing at Rome.”4 Thus, com ment ing on the
words, “Ye know what de taineth that he might be re vealed in his time,” Ter- 
tul lian says: “What ob sta cle is there but the Ro man State, the fall ing away
of which by be ing scat tered into ten king doms shall in tro duce An tichrist…
that the Beast An tichrist, with his False Prophet, may wage war on the
Church of God.”5

Here the Thes sa lo nian and Apoc a lyp tic prophecy are in a re mark able
way con nected to gether and in ter preted, and this long prior to their his toric
ful fill ment. As to the fact that the re moval of the im pe rial power made way
for the rise of the Popes Car di nal Man ning’s tes ti mony is im por tant. In his
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work on the tem po ral power of the Popes he says: “Now the aban don ment
of Rome was the lib er a tion of the Pon tiffs. What so ever claims to obe di ence
the Em per ors may have made, and what so ever com pli ance the Pon tiff may
have yielded, the whole pre vi ous re la tion, anoma lous, and an nulled again
and again by the vices and out rages of the Em per ors, was fi nally dis solved
by a higher power. The prov i dence of God per mit ted a suc ces sion of erup- 
tions, Gothic, Lom bard, and Hun gar ian, to des o late Italy, and to ef face from
it ev ery rem nant of the Em pire. The Pon tiffs found them selves alone, the
sole foun tains of or der, peace, law, and safety. And from the hour of this
prov i den tial lib er a tion, when by a di vine in ter ven tion the chains fell off
from the hands of the suc ces sor of St. Pe ter, as once be fore from his own,
no sov er eign has ever reigned in Rome ex cept the Vicar of Je sus Christ.”6

VII. The Beast and Baby lon Cen tral to Apoc a‐ 
lyp tic Prophecy

The story of “the Beast” and “Baby lon,” or of the Ro man Em pire and
Church of Rome, oc cu pies a con sid er able and cen tral por tion of the apoc a- 
lyp tic prophecy.

Ei ther “the Beast” or “Baby lon” are dis tinctly re ferred to in no less than
ten suc ces sive chap ters: 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20.

The fol low ing are the prin ci pal pas sages in these chap ters in which one
or other of these two great an tichris tian pow ers are spo ken of: —

[1] Chap. 11:7: “When they [the two wit nesses] shall have fin ished their
tes ti mony, the Beast that as cen deth out of the bot tom less pit shall make war
against them, and shall over come them, and kill them.” This is the same as
“the Beast that was, and is not, and yet is, and shall as cend out of the bot- 
tom less pit, and go into perdi tion” (17:8).

[2] Chap. 12:3: “And there ap peared an other won der in heaven; and be- 
hold a great red Dragon, hav ing seven heads and ten horns, and seven
crowns [or di adems] upon his heads.” The rest of the chap ter is taken up
with the war fare waged by this dra conic power against those “who keep the
com mand ments of God, and have the tes ti mony of JE SUS CHRIST.”

[3] Chap. 13:1: “And I saw a Beast com ing up out of the sea, hav ing ten
horns and seven heads, and on his horns ten di adems, and upon his heads
names of blas phemy” (R.V.). The chap ter re lates the wound ing to death and
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heal ing again of one of the heads of the Wild Beast, his war with the saints,
and his over com ing them; and the ac tion of a sec ond Beast, “with two horns
like unto a lamb,” who “spake as a dragon,” and “ex er cised the au thor ity of
the first Beast in his sight,” mak ing an " im age of the Beast," and caus ing it
to “speak,” and com pelling all to wor ship it, and to re ceive its mark on their
right hand and on their fore head.

[4] Chap. 14:9-12: “And the third an gel fol lowed them, say ing with a
loud voice, If any man war ship the Beast and his im age, and re ceive his
mark in his fore head, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out with out mix ture into the cup of his in dig- 
na tion; and he shall be tor mented with fire and brim stone in the pres ence of
the holy an gels, and in the pres ence of the Lamb: and the smoke of their
tor ment as cen deth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night,
who wor ship the Beast and his im age, and whoso ever re ceiveth the mark of
his name. Here is the pa tience of the saints: here are they that keep the com- 
mand ments of God, and the faith of Je sus.”

[5] Chap. 15:1-4: “And I saw an other sign in heaven, great and mar- 
velous, seven an gels hav ing the seven last Plagues; for in them is filled up
the wrath of God. And I saw as it were a sea of glass min gled with fire: and
them that had got ten the vic tory over the Beast, and over his im age, and
over his mark, and over the num ber of his name, stand on the sea of glass,
hav ing the harps of God. And they sing the song of Moses, the ser vant of
God, and the song of the Lamb, say ing, Great and mar velous are Thy
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of
saints. Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glo rify Thy name? for Thou
only art holy: for all na tions shall come and wor ship be fore Thee; for Thy
judg ments are made man i fest.”

[6] Chap. 16:1, 2: “And I heard a great voice out of the tem ple say ing to
the seven an gels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God
upon the earth… And there fell a noi some and griev ous sore upon the men
which had the mark of the Beast, and upon them which wor shiped his im- 
age.”

Verses 10, 11: “And the fifth an gel poured out his vial upon the seat of
the Beast; and his king dom was full of dark ness; and they gnawed their
tongues for pain, and blas phemed the God of heaven be cause of their pains
and their sores, and re pented not of their deeds.”
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Verses 17-19: “And the sev enth an gel poured out his vial into the air;
and there came a great voice out of the tem ple of heaven, from the throne,
say ing, It is done. And there were voices, and thun ders, and light nings; and
there was a great earth quake, such as was not since men were upon the
earth, so mighty an earth quake, and so. great. And the great City was di- 
vided into three parts, and the cities of the na tions fell: and great Baby lon
came in re mem brance be fore God, to give”unto her the cup of the wine of
the fierce ness of His wrath."

[7] Chap. 17:3: “So he car ried me away in the spirit into the wilder ness:
and I saw a Woman set upon a scar let col ored Beast, full of names of
blashemy, hav ing seven heads and ten horns.”

Verses 7-11: "And the an gel said unto me, Where fore didst thou mar vel?
I will tell thee the mys tery of the Woman, and of the Beast that car ri eth her,
which hath the seven heads and ten horns. The Beast that thou sawest was,
and is not; and shall as cend out of the bot tom less pit, and go into perdi tion:
and they that dwell on the earth shall won der, whose names were not writ- 
ten in the book of life from the foun da tion of the world, when they be hold
the Beast that was, and is not, and yet is. And here is the mind which hath
wis dom. The seam heads are seven moun tains, on which the Woman sit teth.
And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not
yet come; and when he cometh, he must con tinue a short space. And the
Beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and
goeth into perdi tion.

[8] Chap 18:1-5: “And af ter these things I saw an other an gel come down
from heaven, hav ing great power; and the earth was light ened with his
glory. And he cried might ily with a strong voice, say ing, Baby lon the Great
is fallen, is fallen, and is be come the habi ta tion of dev ils, and the hold of
ev ery foul spirit, and a cage of ev ery un clean and hate ful bird. For all na- 
tions have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her for ni ca tion, and the kings
of the earth have com mit ted for ni ca tion with her, and the mer chants of the
earth are waxed rich through the abun dance of her del i ca cies. And I heard
an other voice from heaven, say ing, Come out of her, My peo ple, that ye be
not par tak ers of her sins, and that ye re ceive not of her plagues. For her sins
have reached unto heaven, and God hath re mem bered her in iq ui ties.”

[9] Chap. 19:1-3: “And af ter these things I heard a great voice of much
peo ple in heaven, say ing, Al leluia; Sal va tion, and glory, and honor, and
power, unto the Lord our God: for true and right eous are His judg ments: for
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He hath judged the great Whore, which did cor rupt the earth with her for ni- 
ca tion, and hath avenged the blood of His ser vants at her hand. And again
they said, Al leluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.”

Verses 19-21: “And I saw the Beast, and the kings of the earth, and their
armies, gath ered to gether to make war against Him that sat on the horse,
and against His army. And the Beast was taken, and with him the False
Prophet that wrought mir a cles be fore him, with which he de ceived them
that had re ceived the mark of the Beast, and them that wor shipped his im- 
age. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burn ing with brim stone.
And the rem nant were slain with the sword of Him that sat upon the horse,
which sword pro ceeded out of His mouth: and all the fowls were filled with
their flesh.”

[10] Chap. 20:4: “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg- 
ment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were be headed
for the wit ness of Je sus, and for the word of God, and which had not wor- 
shiped the Beast, nei ther his im age, nei ther had re ceived his mark upon
their fore heads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thou sand years.”

Verse 10: “And the devil that de ceived them was cast into the lake of fire
and brim stone, where the Beast and the False Prophet are, and shall be tor- 
mented day and night for ever and ever.”

VIII. These Vi sions Fall Into Three Di vi sions

The vi sions con tained in these ten suc ces sive chap ters fall into three di vi- 
sions, con nected with the three great stages in the his tory of the Em pire.

[1] The vi sions re lat ing to the Em pire of Rome un der the do min ion of its
crowned heads.

This in cludes the de scrip tion of the dra conic power and of its per se cut- 
ing ac tion in chap. 12; and also the pe riod re ferred to in the in ter pre ta tion of
the heads of the Wild Beast in chap. 17: “five are fallen, and one is, and the
other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must con tinue a short
space.” It is clear from this in ter pre ta tion of the an gel in chap. 17 that the
Wild Beast or Ro man Em pire was un der the do min ion of its sixth head in
the time of St. John. Three notes of time re lat ing to the past, the present,
and the fu ture oc cur in the ex plana tory words of the an gel. He de clares that
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at the date when the Apoc a lypse was re vealed to John five of the suc ces sive
heads of the Wild Beast power were past, the sixth was in ex is tence, the
sev enth was in the fu ture. What was the form of gov ern ment of the Ro man
Em pire in the time of the Apos tle? Ev i dently the rule of its hea then em per- 
ors. This, then, is rep re sented by the sixth head of the Wild Beast.

[2] The vi sion: re lat ing to the Ro man Em pire un der the do min ion of its
ten horns and re vived eighth head.

This in cludes the vi sion of the Woman in the wilder ness hid den from the
per se cut ing Dragon dur ing 3½ times or 1,260 days (chap. 12); that of the
two wit nesses who proph esy in sack cloth for 1,260 days and are slain by
the Wild Beast from the abyss, and of the tread ing down of the outer court
of the tem ple for 42 months (chap. 11); and that of the per se cut ing ac tion of
the Wild Beast un der its re vived eighth head dur ing 42 months (chap. 13)

The con nec tion of these vi sions is ev i dent from the equal ity of their
times, for 1,260 days are 42 months, and 42 months are 3½ times or
prophetic years; and also from the fact that these equal times are reck oned
from the same gen eral pe riod or era, and ex tend to the same ter mi na tion.
Thus the times of the Beast (chap. 13) and of the wit nesses are equal (1,260
days or 42 months), and fin ish to gether at the end of the sixth trum pet. The
sev enth trum pet brings the ruin of the Beast. The times of the Beast (42
months) and of the Woman dwelling in the wilder ness (1,260 days or 3½
times, chap. 12) are equal, and be gin at the same point of time — viz. the
con quest of the Dragon, and his be ing cast down to the earth (chaps. 12, 13)
It is on the cast ing down of the Dragon that the Woman flies from his per se- 
cut ing ac tion to the wilder ness (chap. 12), and it is af ter be ing thus cast
down that the Wild Beast rises again through the heal ing of its deadly
wound, and per se cutes the saints (chap. 13) The start ing point in each case
is the same. In a word, the pe ri ods of 1,260 days, 42 months, or 3½ “times”
— re lat ing to

 

1. The Woman re main ing in the wilder ness (chap. 12),
2. The seven-headed Beast re stored (chap. 13),
3. The outer court trod den un der foot by the Gen tiles (chap. 11),
4. The wit nesses proph esy ing in sack cloth (chap. 11) —
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are equal, and com mence or ter mi nate with the same events. The vi sions
in which they oc cur must con se quently be long to one and the same gen eral
pe riod in the his tory of the Ro man Em pire — the pe riod of the Em pire in its
re vived ten-horned state (chap. 13). This con clu sion groups to gether the vi- 
sions in chaps. 10-14, as re lat ing to the same his toric pe riod — the pe riod
of the re stored or Pa pal Ro man Em pire.

[3] The vi sions re lat ing to the Ro man Em pire at the close of its ten-
horned state un der the do min ion of the Har lot “Baby lon,” and es pe cially to
the cri sis of the cast ing of and de struc tion of the Har lot by the ten-horned
Beast which had car ried her. The sec tion con tain ing these in cludes six chap- 
ters (chaps. 15-20). The en tire group of prophe cies in chaps. 15-19 re lates
to the over throw and de struc tion of “Baby lon” and the “Beast” un der the
seven vials of God’s wrath, while the ref er ence to the lat ter in chap. 20 is
sim i lar in its ju di cial char ac ter. The judg ment of the apos tate and per se cut- 
ing politico-ec cle si as tic power which has arisen in the sphere of the Ro man
Em pire is the sub ject of these ex tended, and im por tant prophe cies.

IX. Con nected and Or derly Whole

The seven seals, seven trum pets, and seven vials of the apoc a lyp tic
prophecy form a con nected and or derly whole; the seven trum pets fall ing
un der the sev enth seal, and the seven vials un der the sev enth trum pet. As
the ter mi nal trum pets and seven vials be long to the story of the ten-horned
Wild Beast, the ear lier trum pets and the seals must re late to the his tory of
the same power.

Con nec tion Of The Wild Beast Power With The Or der Of
The Trum pets And Vials

[1] The slaugh ter of the wit nesses by the Wild Beast power takes place at
the close of the sixth trum pet.

The fol low ing points should be noted in this re la tion: —
[a] The three woes are those of the three last trum pets: “I be held, and

heard an an gel fly ing through the midst of heaven, say ing with a loud voice,
Woe, woe, woe, to the in hab iters of the earth by rea son of the other voices
of the trum pet of the three an gels, which are yet to sound!” (8:13).
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[b] In chap. 9, af ter the fifth trum pet has sounded, we read: “One woe is
past; and, be hold, there come two woes more here after” (ver. 12).

[c] The sixth trum pet then sounds; and at the close of its events, when
the per se cut ing ac tion of the Wild Beast power and the death and res ur rec- 
tion of the wit nesses have been ac com plished, we read: “The sec ond woe is
past;_ and, be hold, the third woe cometh quickly” (11:14).

The slaugh ter of the “wit nesses” un der the sixth trum pet pre cedes the
de struc tion of the “Beast” un der the sev enth.

[2] The “Beast” and “Baby lon” come to their end un der the seven vials.
The seven vials are called “the seven last plagues,” for in them “is filled

up the wrath of God” (15:1). The sev enth vial oc cu pies a ter mi nal po si tion
in re la tion to pre mil len nial judg ments. On its be ing poured out the im pres- 
sive dec la ra tion is made: “It is done.” The con nec tion of these vials with the
de struc tion of the “Beast” and “Baby lon” is plain and im por tant. The first
vial is poured on the wor ship pers of the “Beast”; the fifth vial is poured on
the seat of the “Beast”; while “Baby lon” is ut terly de stroyed un der the sev- 
enth vial, and to gether with it the Beast and the False Prophet.

[3] The seven trum pets are suc ces sive.
Their chrono log i cal or der is ev i dent and undis puted. Hence as the sixth

and sev enth trum pets be long to the times of the Wild Beast power, the ear- 
lier trum pets must re fer to pre vi ous stages of the same.

Con nec tion Of The Trum pets And Seals

The sev enth seal is the seal of trum pets.
On the open ing of this seal the seven an gels of the seven trum pets go

forth and sound the trum pets (chap. 8).
Hence the seals, trum pets, and vials un fold one and the same his tor i cal

or der — the or der of events con nected with the his tory of the Ro man Em- 
pire and Chris tian Church.
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In ter preted Vi sion In Chap ter 17. The Rosetta
Stone For De ci pher ing The Apoc a lypse.

The in ter preted vi sion of the Woman and the Beast that car ri eth her in
Rev. 17 may be de scribed as the Rosetta Stone which guides us to the
mean ing of the mys te ri ous sym bols of the Apoc a lypse.

“For many ages the mean ing of the Egyp tian hi ero glyph ics was en tirely
un known. Thou sands of con jec tures had been made as to the method of
read ing those sym bols; vast in ge nu ity had been ex hausted; the hope was
some times en ter tained that the clue had been dis cov ered, but it was at last
felt that all those pro posed meth ods were, fan ci ful, and the world had set- 
tled down in de spair as to the pos si bil ity of de ci pher ing their mean ing. The
ac ci den tal dis cov ery of the Rosetta Stone, and the pa tient labors of De Sacy,
Akerblad, Ty ch sen, and es pe cially of Cham pol lion, have changed the views
of the world on that sub ject, and the hi ero glyph ics of Egypt have be come as
in tel li gi ble as any other lan guage.”

The di vine ex pla na tion of the most cen tral sym bol i cal vi sion in the
Apoc a lypse is the key to the mean ing of the en tire prophecy, and the in ter- 
pre ta tion thus given links the apoc a lyp tic prophecy with the his tory of the
Ro man Em pire and that of the Chris tian Church. The im por tant po si tion
thus as signed to the Ro man Em pire in prophecy is fully jus ti fied by the
place which it oc cu pies in his tory, and es pe cially by its re la tion to the King- 
dom of God. What that re la tion is we have now in con clu sion to con sider.

1. The Church and the Churches; or, The Pa pacy and the Tem po ral
Power, by Dr. Döllinger, p. 42.↩ 

2. De cline and Fall of the Ro man Em pire, chap. xlv.↩ 

3. Hal lam, His tory of the Mid dle Ages, p. 368.↩ 

4. El liott, Ho rae Apoc olyp ti cae, vol. iii. p. 92.↩ 

5. On the Res ur rec tion, chaps. xxiv., xxv.↩ 

6. Tem po ral Power of the Popes, p. xlii, pub lished first in 1860, ten years
be fore the fall of the pa pal tem po ral power.↩ 



59

6. The Two Last King doms Of
Prophecy, Or The Re la tion Of

The Ro man Em pire To The
King dom Of God

THE KING DOM OF HEAVEN is rep re sented in the vi sions of Daniel as the fifth
king dom in a se ries of five king doms, of which the Ro man is the fourth.

“It pleased God to or der it in His prov i dence,” says Jonathan Ed wards,
“that earthly power and do min ion should be raised to its great est height, and
ap pear in its ut most glory, in those four great monar chies that suc ceeded
one an other, and that ev ery one should be greater and more glo ri ous than
the pre ced ing, be fore He set up the King dom of His Son. By this it ap- 
peared how much more glo ri ous His spir i tual King dom was than the most
glo ri ous tem po ral king dom. The strength and glory of Sa tan’s king dom in
those four mighty monar chies ap peared in its great est height; for, be ing the
monar chies of the hea then world, the strength of them was the strength of
Sa tan’s king dom. God suf fered Sa tan’s king dom to rise to so great a height
of power and mag nif i cence be fore His Son came to over throw it, in or der to
pre pare the way for the more glo ri ous tri umph of His Son. Go liath must
have on all sides his splen did ar mor, when the stripling David comes
against him with a sling and a stone, for the greater glory of David’s vic- 
tory. God suf fered one of those great monar chies to sub due an other, and
erect it self on the other’s ru ins, ap pear ing still in greater strength, and the
last to be strong est and might i est of all: that so Christ, in over throw ing that,
might as it were over throw them all at once.”1

The Ro man Em pire was great in it self, but is great est in its his toric con- 
nec tion with the King dom of God.

Our Lord Je sus Christ, who was born un der the Ro man Em peror Au gus- 
tus Cae sar and cru ci fied un der Tiberius, was the Founder and Leg is la tor of
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the King dom of Heaven. Un like the ex ter nal, na tional, and tem po ral King- 
dom of God, or Theoc racy, founded by Moses, the King dom founded by
Christ is spir i tual, uni ver sal, and ev er last ing. It is the King dom fore told in
the Prophets, and es pe cially in the Book of Daniel, as “the King dom of the
God of heaven,” which ex ists at first as “a Stone” “cut out with out hands,”
and fi nally be comes “a great Moun tain” and fills the whole earth.

In His dis courses our Lord un folded au thor i ta tively the laws of the King- 
dom of Heaven, de scribed the char ac ter of its sub jects, traced its his tory,
and fore told its des tiny. Half the para bles He ut tered re late to this King dom.
He de scribes in them the mode in which His King dom is founded, grows, is
cor rupted, and is fi nally pu ri fied and per fected. In the Gospel of Matthew
the Ser mon on the Mount (chaps. 5-7), the seven para bles (chap. 13), and
the prophet i cal dis course (chaps. 24, 25) all re late to the King dom of
Heaven.

But our Lord did more than de scribe His King dom: He ac tu ally founded
it. He built up by the preach ing of truth, by the power of love, and by the
op er a tion of spir i tual life a King dom not of this world — a King dom whose
seat is within the hu man heart, whose sub jects are the re pen tant and the re- 
newed, and whose char ac ter, like that of the rule of the un fallen in hab i tants
of heaven, ex hibits the blend ing of ho li ness and hap pi ness un der in flu ences
di rectly and ab so lutely di vine, as a King dom of “right eous ness; peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17).

The King dom of Heaven is dou bly con trasted with: (1) earthly king- 
doms, such as those of Greece and Rome, founded by the sword, and wield- 
ing only an ex ter nal tran si tory con trol over the acts of men; and (2) the Jew- 
ish theoc racy, which was a di vine king dom aim ing to con trol the thoughts
and af fec tions as well as the acts of its sub jects, by the in stru men tal ity of an
ex ter nal right eous law; for the sphere of Christ’s King dom is chiefly the
heart, and the force by which it is founded and gov erned is al to gether spir i- 
tual, gra cious, and di vine. “The law was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Je sus Christ.” Sheath ing the sword of force, and si lenc ing the
thun der of law, Christ spoke per sua sively to the heart in the gen tle ut ter- 
ances of the Gospel. In the con flict with dark ness His weapon was light; in
the con flict with ha tred it was love. He over came evil with good, ac cord ing
to the method de scribed in His mem o rable ut ter ance: “I, if I be lifted up
from the earth, will draw all men unto Me.” It was by liv ing and dy ing for
the world that He con quered it.
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The King dom of God thus “founded in the hearts of men, and thence de- 
vel op ing it self out wards, is des tined to bring un der its con trol all that be- 
longs to man.” And fur ther, “the King dom of God, ac cord ing to the com pre- 
hen sive views of Chris tian ity, is rep re sented not merely as the com mon vi- 
tal iz ing prin ci ple of the hu man race, but as a bond by which mankind are
united with all the or ders of be ings in a higher spir i tual world, in one di vine
com mu nity.”2 Christ in mak ing peace has not only united man to God and
man to his fel low-man, but heaven to earth, bring ing all things into one di- 
vine king dom (Col. 1:20).

In the para bles and prophe cies re lat ing to the King dom of God two
stages of its ex is tence are broadly dis tin guished: first, a prepara tory; and,
sec ondly, a fi nal stage. It is in the for mer that the his tory of the King dom of
God is closely con nected with that of the Ro man Em pire. Founded at the
time when the Ro man Em pire had at tained its great est do min ion and pros- 
per ity, the King dom of Heaven en tered on its ex is tence as an ob scure and
fee ble so ci ety, threat ened with de struc tion by the pow ers with which it was
sur rounded. The death of its Founder was ac com plished at the in sti ga tion of
the Jews by Ro man hands, and the first ten per se cu tions of the Chris tian
Church, un der which it was all but an ni hi lated, were de lib er ately car ried out
by the laws and forces of the Ro man Gov ern ment. Later per se cu tions of a
more pro longed and ter ri ble char ac ter have been car ried on against the
faith ful fol low ers of Christ by the same Gov ern ment in its nom i nally Chris- 
tian but ac tu ally apos tate form — per se cu tions which suc ceeded for a time
in si lenc ing all tes ti mony to the Gospel by the slaugh ter of the Chris tian
Wit nesses. The Apoc a lypse is the prophetic story of this twofold con flict
With the pow ers of Pa gan ism and Apos tate Chris tian ity. It is the fig u ra tive
por trayal of the vary ing stages and re sults of that war fare in which the
strength of men tal con vic tion man i fested in the faith ful wit nesses of Christ
has tri umphed over the might of that ma jes tic Em pire which of old sub dued
the na tions and trod them un der its feet.

Per haps the truest idea which we can ob tain of the re la tion of the Ro man
Em pire to the Chris tian Church is that yielded by Old Tes ta ment anal ogy.
The his tory of the Jew ish peo ple from the call of Abra ham to the de struc- 
tion of Jerusalem is plainly anal o gous with the his tory of the Chris tian
Church. Hence what Egypt, Canaan, and Baby lon were in re la tion to Is rael,
that the Ro man Em pire in its Pa gan and Pa pal forms has been to the
Church. Egypt, Canaan, and Baby lon were the ex ter nal spheres in which the
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Jew ish peo ple ex isted at suc ces sive stages of their his tory, and the Ro man
Em pire has for nine teen cen turies been the chief out ward sphere of the life
and de vel op ment of the Church of Christ. Egypt was to Is rael a fur nace of
trial, Canaan an in her i tance and scene of apos tasy, and Baby lon a place of
cap tiv ity; and the Ro man Em pire has been all these to the Chris tian Church.
It is not too much to say that the his tory of Rome is the his tory of the
Church. From this it fol lows that Rome must oc cupy a cen tral and com- 
mand ing po si tion in any com pre hen sive prophecy of the course of Chris tian
his tory. Now the Apoc a lypse is this. Hence the po si tion which the story of
the Ro man Em pire oc cu pies in the Apoc a lypse is abun dantly jus ti fied. It
fol lows that to un der stand the Apoc a lypse a knowl edge of the his tory of the
Ro man Em pire is nec es sary, and such a work as Gib bon’s his tory of its de- 
cline and fall of the high est value.

Lastly, it is im por tant to ob serve that as the his tory of the Jew ish peo ple
cor re sponds with the his tory of the Chris tian Church, so the Book of Rev e- 
la tion as a prophecy of Chris tian his tory “cor re sponds in its of fice with the
col lec tive prophe cies from Abra ham to Malachi.”3 Looked at ’in this com- 
pre hen sive way, the Apoc a lypse “may be con sid ered as a Prophet con tin ued
in the Church of God, ut ter ing pre dic tions which have their suc ces sive ful- 
fill ments as ages roll on; and thus it stands in the Chris tian Church in the
place of a suc ces sion of prophets in the Jew ish na tion. And by this es pe cial
econ omy Prophecy is still con tin ued, is al ways speak ing, and yet a suc ces- 
sion of prophets ren dered un nec es sary.”4

1. Works, ii. 562↩ 

2. Ne an der, Plant ing of Chris tian ity, i. 503.↩ 

3. Birks’ El e ments of Prophecy, p. 267.↩ 

4. Dr. Clarke in Haber shon on Prophecy, In tro.↩ 



63

Di a gram Of Pro fes sor Gaussen

[The di a gram is miss ing from the source vol ume. Only the be low de scrip tion re mains.
Nev er the less this does pro vide value and so is in cluded here. —Ed]

The an nexed di a gram is a copy of Pro fes sor Gaussen’s “five fold his tor i cal
and prophet i cal chart, show ing the chrono log i cal ta bles of Ptolemy and Las
Casas in two col umns, and the prophet i cal vi sions of Neb uchad nez zar,
Daniel, and John in three cor re spond ing col umns.”

It will be seen at a glance that the chart is founded on the un ques tion able
or der of his tory, chronol ogy, and prophecy. The four great em pires of
prOphecy plainly agree with the four great em pires of his tory. Their num ber
is the same, their or der is the same; they have the same com menc ing-point,
and the same course, char ac ter, and ter mi na tion. The first king dom of
Ptolemy and Daniel is the Baby lo nian, the sec ond the Medo-Per sian, the
third the Gre cian, the fourth the Ro man. Daniel dou bly rep re sents these four
em pires (1) by four dis tinct metal lic parts of a sin gle Im age, (2) by four suc- 
ces sive Wild Beasts. The fourth king dom of Daniel reap pears three times in
the Apoc a lypse of John, while the fifth king dom of Daniel, the eter nal king- 
dom of the God of heaven, is the ter mi nal king dom of the Apoc a lypse. The
king dom of the Moun tain in Dan. 2, rep re sented as the king dom of the Son
of Man and of the saints in Dan. 7, is iden ti cal with the king dom of Christ
and the saints in Rev. 20-22. These iden ti fi ca tions of the five king doms rest
on di vinely given in ter pre ta tions of the sym bolic vi sions by which they are
por trayed.

Fur ther, the three great vi sions of the fourth em pire in the Apoc a lypse
rep re sent suc ces sive stages in its his tory. The first of these rep re sents the
Ro man Em pire un der the reg nancy of its crowned Heads; the sec ond un der
the reg nancy of its crowned Horns; the third as car ry ing the Har lot Baby lon,
whom it sub se quently casts off and de stroys. These three great vi sions in
Rev. 12, 13, and 17 are closely linked with all the re main ing vi sions in the
Apoc a lypse. Their di vinely in ter preted con nec tion with the his tory of the
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Ro man Em pire is the key to the en tire prophecy. The Har lot seated on the
Wild Beast is Pa pal Rome; from this in ter pre ta tion of its cen tral vi sion fol- 
lows the in ter pre ta tion of the whole Apoc a lypse. His tory con firms and il lus- 
trates What prophecy fore tells.
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)

Ba sic Bib li cal Chris tian ity |
Books to Down load

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/103-gerberding-new-testament-conversions/
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The Small Cat e chism of Mar tin Luther
The es sen tials of faith have re mained the same for 2000 years. They

are sum ma rized in (1) The Ten Com mand ments, (2) The Lord’s
Prayer, and (3) The Apos tles’ Creed. Fa mil iar ity with each of fers great
pro tec tion against fads and false hoods.
The Way Made Plain by Si mon Pe ter Long

A se ries of lec tures by the beloved Twen ti eth Cen tury Amer i can
pas tor on the ba sis of faith.
Bible Teach ings by Joseph Stump

A primer on the faith in tended for new be liev ers. Rich in Scrip ture.
Chris tian ba sics ex plained from Scrip ture in clear and jar gon-free lan- 
guage. Many ex cel lent Bible stud ies can be made from this book.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

Es sen tial The ol ogy | Books to
Down load

The Augs burg Con fes sion: An In tro duc tion To Its Study And An Ex po- 
si tion Of Its Con tents by Matthias Loy

“Sin cere be liev ers of the truth re vealed in Christ for man’s sal va tion
have no rea son to be ashamed of Luther, whom God sent to bring
again to His peo ple the pre cious truth in Je sus and whose heroic con- 
tention for the faith once de liv ered o the saints led to the es tab lish ment
of the Church of the Augs burg Con fes sion, now gen er ally called the
Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church.”
The Doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by Matthias Loy

“Hu man rea son and in cli na tion are al ways in their nat u ral state
averse to the doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by faith. Hence it is no won der
that earth and hell com bine in per sis tent ef forts to ban ish it from the
Church and from the world.”

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/583-jacobs-luthers-small-catechism
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/190-long-the-way-made-plain/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/709-stump-bible-teachings/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/484-loy-augsburg-confession-introduction-exposition/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/171-loy-doctrine-of-justification/
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The Con fes sional Prin ci ple by Theodore Schmauk
Theodore Schmauk’s ex plo ration and de fense of the Chris tian faith

con sists of five parts: His tor i cal In tro duc tion; Part 1: Are Con fes sions
Nec es sary?; Part 2: Con fes sions in the Church; Part 3: Lutheran Con- 
fes sions; and Part 4: The Church in Amer ica.
Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith by Henry Eyster Ja cobs

A Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith has been ap pre ci ated by Chris- 
tians since its orig i nal pub li ca tion for its easy to use ques tion and an- 
swer for mat, its clear or ga ni za tion, and its cov er age of all the es sen- 
tials of the Chris tian faith. Two es says on elec tion and pre des ti na tion
are in cluded, in clud ing Luther’s “Spec u la tions Con cern ing Pre des ti na- 
tion”.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

De vo tional Clas sics | Books to
Down load

Ser mons on the Gospels by Matthias Loy. and Ser mons on the Epis tles
by Matthias Loy_

“When you feel your bur den of sin weigh ing heav ily upon you,
only go to Him… Only those who will not ac knowl edge their sin and
feel no need of a Sav ior — only these are re jected. And these are not
re jected be cause the Lord has no pity on them and no de sire to de liver
them from their wretched ness, but only be cause they will not come to
Him that they might have life. They re ject Him, and there fore stand re- 
jected. But those who come to Him, poor and needy and help less, but
trust ing in His mercy, He will re ceive, to com fort and to save.”
The Great Gospel by Si mon Pe ter Long and The Eter nal Epis tle by Si- 
mon Pe ter Long

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/104-schmauk-confessional-principle/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/109-jacobs-summary-christian-faith/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/550-loy-sermons-on-the-gospels/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/589-loy-sermons-on-the-epistles/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/192-long-great-gospel/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/215-long-eternal-epistle/
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“I want you to un der stand that I have never preached opin ions from
this pul pit; it is not a ques tion of opin ion; I have ab so lutely no right to
stand here and give you my opin ion, for it is not worth any more than
yours; we do not come to church to get opin ions; I claim that I can
back up ev ery ser mon I have preached, with the Word of God, and it is
not my opin ion nor yours, it is the eter nal Word of God, and you will
find it so on the Judg ment day. I have noth ing to take back, and I never
will; God does not want me to.”
True Chris tian ity by John Arndt
The Ser mons of Theophilus Stork: A De vo tional Trea sure

“There are many of us who be lieve; we are con vinced; but our souls
do not take fire at con tact with the truth. Happy he who not only be- 
lieves, but be lieves with fire… This en ergy of be lief, this ar dor of con- 
vic tion, made the com mon places of the Gospel, the old, old story,
seem in his [Stork’s] ut ter ance some thing fresh and ir re sistibly at trac- 
tive. Men lis tened to old truths from his lips as though they were a new
rev e la tion. They were new, for they came out of a heart that new
coined them and stamped its own im press of vi tal ity upon them as they
passed through its ex pe ri ence…” – From the In tro duc tion

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/502-stork-sermons/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
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