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About The Lutheran Li brary

The Lutheran Li brary is a non-profit pub lisher of good Chris tian books. All are avail able in
a va ri ety of for mats for use by any one for free or at very lit tle cost. There are never any li cens- 
ing fees.

We are Bible be liev ing Chris tians who sub scribe whole heart edly to the Augs burg Con fes- 
sion as an ac cu rate sum mary of Scrip ture, the chief ar ti cle of which is Jus ti fi ca tion by Faith.
Our pur pose is to make avail able solid and en cour ag ing ma te rial to strengthen be liev ers in
Christ.

Prayers are re quested for the next gen er a tion, that the Lord will plant in them a love of the
truth, such that the hard-learned lessons of the past will not be for got ten.

Please let oth ers know of these books and this com pletely vol un teer en deavor. May God
bless you and keep you, help you, de fend you, and lead you to know the depths of His kind ness
and love.
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Sources Of In for ma tion

Note: As ter isks (*) in the text re fer to: Com plete Works of Abra ham Lin- 
coln: Speeches, Let ters, and State Pa pers. John G. Nico lay and John Hay,
1905. This is the largest and most com plete work pub lished, al though there
are many au then tic let ters not found in it.

In the ref er ences, the full name of the book is given only once, as a rule.
Af ter ward the au thor’s name is used. The year in which the book was pub- 
lished is given.
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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]

Please have pa tience with us when you come across ty pos. Over time we
are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you would like to
send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they are cor rected.
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Why

“Lin coln, the Lawyer”; “Lin coln, the Cit i zen”; “Lin coln, the Story-
Teller”; “Lin coln, the States man”; “Lin coln, the Friend of Man,” and other
phases of this re mark able char ac ter, have re ceived spe cial treat ment at the
hands of var i ous stu dents and writ ers. While some at ten tion has been given
to the re li gious side, it has been com par a tively mea ger, and has not re ceived
the promi nence that it de serves.

Six teen years ago, as Lin coln’s Birth day drew near, I was as ton ished to
hear and read so much that he was an in fi del, athe ist, deist, Uni ver sal ist,
Uni tar ian, Spir i tu al ist, etc. Al though I was a great ad mirer of him and had
stud ied his life, hav ing been born and brought up not very far from his In di- 
ana home, up to that time my at ten tion had not been di rected to his re li gious
be liefs. It seemed to be taken for granted that he was a Chris tian, but I was
not able to meet the state ments of those who de clared that he was not.

Here was one of the world’s great est char ac ters: could such a char ac ter
be the prod uct of un be lief? Here was a def i nite ef fect: what cause could
pro duce it? What was the source and strength of the mar velous per son al ity
and char ac ter of Abra ham Lin coln?

These ques tions led to a care ful study of his life, writ ings, and speeches,
to find what Lin coln had said that would re veal, if pos si ble, his own mind
and heart. The re sult of the first brief study was given in an ad dress on Lin- 
coln’s Birth day. It was in a com mu nity sat u rated with un be lief in mat ters of
re li gion. The peo ple seemed amazed, yet pleased, that there was so much
ev i dence of his Chris tian be lief.

Dur ing all these years I have been on the alert for any thing I could find
in pub lic ad dresses, pa pers, mag a zines, and books bear ing upon the sub ject.
Al most ev ery year the ad dress has been given in part on Lin coln’s Birth day.
Al ways the peo ple have urged that it be put in book form, and so made per- 
ma nently ac ces si ble to the pub lic.

In the be gin ning, not ex pect ing to pub lish it, many notes were made
with out pre serv ing the source. Con se quently, there may be quo ta tions found
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in the book with out be ing so in di cated. For this I humbly beg the par don of
the au thors, who ever they may be, as sur ing them that my only pur pose has
been to let their more apt ex pres sion of the thought con tinue on its mis sion
of good. “The words of Lin coln and the in ci dents in his life are the prop erty
of the world — be long to no per son, nor cov ered by any copy right.”

In the hope that oth ers may be in ter ested in study ing the re li gious side of
Mr. Lin coln’s life, ref er ences to the sources of in for ma tion are given in the
back of the book. Ev ery thing is be lieved to be au then tic. The greater part is
Lin coln’s own recorded words. While it must be ad mit ted that in the “rem i- 
nis cences and rec ol lec tions” of his friends the mem ory is not al ways ac cu- 
rate, yet ev ery thing is in har mony with other things which are ac cepted by
all as au then tic.

The chrono log i cal or der has been fol lowed, so as to show his re li gious
de vel op ment. To aid the reader, the year as so ci ated with the mat ter pre- 
sented is given at the top of the page. [Note: This fea ture has not been re- 
tained.] There are some things, how ever, the date of which can not be de ter- 
mined, and there fore no year is given. Many of the longer quo ta tions from
Lin coln ap pear in smaller type, with out quo ta tion marks.

Here ends a la bor of love. The aim has been to let Mr. Lin coln speak for
him self, that the peo ple, hear ing his mes sage, may learn to know the real
Lin coln.

Since the be gin ning of the Chris tian era, among them that are born of
women there hath not risen a greater than Abra ham Lin coln.

Mer riam Park,
Saint Paul, Min ne sota,
April 25, 1913.
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In tro duc tion by James F.
Rusling

IN WRIT ING a book on Abra ham Lin coln, the Chris tian, the Rev. William
J. John son [nee John stone -ed] has set him self a no table task, and done
some thing well worth while. And he has not slighted the sub ject, but has
stud ied it in its en tirety, and pro duced a book that will de light all friends of
Mr. Lin coln, and ought to have a wide cir cu la tion. He shows Mr. Lin coln to
have been not an athe ist, nor an in fi del, nor an ag nos tic even, but a pro- 
foundly re li gious man — a God-fear ing, a God-pray ing, and a God-trust ing
man — be liev ing im plic itly in a Supreme Power in this uni verse “that
makes for right eous ness,” and re ly ing con fi dently on His over rul ing prov i- 
dence and di vine guid ance. If not our “first Amer i can,” clearly Mr. Lin coln
was one of our first — a great and typ i cal Amer i can, not in fe rior even to
George Wash ing ton on many lines. Or, as Low ell well said, “he was one of
Plutarch’s men” — one of the kind of he roes and great men old Plutarch
loved to gos sip about, and his name will re main “a flag among men,”
around which men will rally and fight for God and hu man ity, un til the last
syl la ble of recorded time.

His good sword is rust,
His bones are dust,
His soul is with the saints, I trust.

I count it among the great est of my hon ors to have walked by his side, and
shaken hands with him, and con versed with him face to face; and may God
bless his mem ory for ever!

JAMES F. RUSLING.

Tren ton, New Jer sey,
Feb ru ary 17, 1910.
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Fore word by Wm. Henry
Roberts

IT WAS MY PRIV I LEGE as a young man to have known Abra ham Lin coln.
En ter ing the ser vice of the United States gov ern ment in the fall of 1863, the
first Sab bath of my so journ in Wash ing ton City I went to the New York Av- 
enue Pres by te rian Church. When the time for the long prayer came, ac cord- 
ing to im memo rial us age in many Pres by te rian con gre ga tions, a num ber of
the men stood up for prayer, and among those up right fig ures I no ticed in
par tic u lar that of the Pres i dent of the United States. As a mem ber of the
New York Av enue Church I was seated not far from Mr. Lin coln at Sun day
ser vices for a year and a half, and his at ti tude was al ways that of an earnest
and de vout wor shiper. He was also an at ten dant at the weekly meet ing,
though for a con sid er able pe riod tak ing part in the ser vices pri vately. It hav- 
ing be come known that he was an at ten dant at the prayer meet ing, many
per sons would gather in or near the church at the close of the ser vice in or- 
der to have ac cess to him for var i ous pur poses. De sir ing to put an end to
these un wel come in ter rup tions, the Rev. Dr. Phineas D. Gur ley, the pas tor
of Mr. Lin coln, ar ranged to have the Pres i dent sit in the pas tor’s room, the
door of which opened upon the lec ture room, and there Mr. Lin coln would
take a silent part in the ser vice. He in formed his pas tor on sev eral oc ca sions
that he had re ceived great com fort from the meet ings, and for the rea son
that they had been char ac ter ized more by prayer than by the mak ing of ad- 
dresses.

Dr. Gur ley bore re peated tes ti mony to my self and to other mem bers of
the church of the deeply re li gious char ac ter of Mr. Lin coln, and it is with
plea sure that I add this brief tes ti mony from my own ex pe ri ence and ob ser- 
va tion to the far more ex tended trib utes to Mr. Lin coln as a Chris tian given
in this work, rev er ently pre pared by my co-la borer in the king dom of God,
the Rev. William J. John son, D.D.
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It will be fifty years next fall since I came into di rect touch with the man,
who in the prov i dence of God was the lib er a tor of a race, and I shall al ways
hold in sweet and blessed mem ory my first sight of him, as a de vout wor- 
shiper stand ing for prayer in the sanc tu ary of the Most High.

WM. HENRY ROBERTS,

Stated Clerk of the Gen eral As sem bly of the Pres by te rian Church in the
U. S. A., Phil a del phia, Penn syl va nia, No vem ber 26, 1912.
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A Tes ti mony By Mr. Lin coln’s
Pri vate Sec re tary

NO MAN can lead two lives or spir i tu ally serve two mas ters, al though, by
spe cial ef fort or oth er wise, he may seem to do so. Abra ham Lin coln lived
but one life. It was even sin gu larly open, un con cealed, eas ily to be read and
un der stood. The char ac ter is tics of that life, all its won der ful story, from
birth to death, have been recorded, searched, printed, to the last de gree of
even sci en tific anal y sis. Its ev ery freckle or wrin kle has been noted,
whether for good or evil. There fore it is now too late for any new or ma te ri- 
ally mod i fied pre sen ta tion of the man whom we all know so well.

My own study of him be gan in Illi nois, in the year 1858, be fore he had
at tained his na tional fame or had been thought of as a prob a ble Pres i dent of
the United States. That study at last led me to write and to print in my own
jour nal, in his dis trict, the first ed i to rial nom i na tion of him as the can di date
of the Re pub li can party. Not long af ter his elec tion I was or dered by him to
Wash ing ton, to wait there for his fur ther in struc tions and for his ar rival. I
did so, re ceiv ing an ap point ment on his of fi cial staff. Af ter a three months’
in ter val of army ser vice, by his ex press per mis sion, I was or dered to the
White House and placed in sole charge of his cor re spon dence, with such
other du ties as came to me, from time to time. Here I re mained un til the Au- 
tumn of 1864, when I was pro moted to what was then be lieved to be a
higher ap point ment. A con scious as well as un con scious study of Mr. Lin- 
coln went on dur ing all those years, see ing him and talk ing with him un der
ev ery va ri ety of cir cum stance.

There was in him an in tense, ab sorb ing, all-per vad ing love of truth, of
right eous ness, of jus tice, of his fel low men, with a con tin u ously rev er ent
ac knowl edg ment of God and of a strong sense of di vine help and lead ing,
which can not by any ra tio nal ex am iner be sep a rated from a very highly de- 
vel oped Chris tian at tain ment.
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Mr. Lin coln’s years in the White House were years of al most cease less
heart pain, whereof he at times said that he was slowly dy ing. To him came
thus the ful fill ment of the di vine an nun ci a tion, “Through much tribu la tion
do ye en ter the king dom.”

I shall not in this place present any small and im per ti nent anec dote of
per sonal con tact or con ver sa tion, not any mere glit ter ing bub ble upon a
stream which had swollen into a great flood. The flow ing of that spir i tual
tide must be watched as to its con tin u ous power and di rec tion, as it widened
and deep ened un til it passed out and be yond all earthly ob ser va tion.

It might be well for those who are at all dis posed to crit i cize or dis tract,
to in quire, thought fully, how far the recorded Chris tian tes ti mony of the
great Pres i dent does, or does not, ful fill the word that is fi nal: “On these
two com mand ments, the love of God and the love of the neigh bor, de pend
all the Law and the Prophets.” I have seen him, more than once, with a
great light on his face, a shin ing from within that awed and star tled me.
Right there is an un speak able solem nity of thought and faith. I will trans fer
its con sid er a tion to those who are able to un der stand, from their own in ner
life, a spir i tual lamp for that il lu mi na tion. For all time to come, and es pe- 
cially for all gen er a tions of Amer i cans, the life of Abra ham Lin coln
presents a deep and price less teach ing con cern ing the re al ity of that in ner
birth, growth, de vel op ment, whose rich est trea sures are, nev er the less, hid- 
den from all eyes but those of God him self.

WILLIAM O. STOD DARD.

Madi son, New Jer sey,
March 7, 1913.
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Early Train ing

MR. LIN COLN’S PAR ENTS were Chris tians, first af fil i ated with the Free-Will
Bap tist Church in Ken tucky, and af ter ward with the Pres by te rian Church in
In di ana.1 Their home was a home of prayer, the Bible was read morn ing and
evening, and his fa ther al ways re turned thanks at the ta ble. On one oc ca sion
the only thing they had for din ner was roasted pota toes. Af ter the fa ther had
re turned thanks for “these bless ings,” young Abe looked up and said, “Dad,
I call these mighty poor bless ings.”2

His mother seems to have been a woman of su pe rior char ac ter for her
time and sur round ings. She had at tended a school in Vir ginia, and was in tel- 
lec tu ally above those around her. She was es pe cially de voted in her Chris- 
tian life, striv ing to live up to the teach ings of the Bible, which was her
daily com pan ion, and sought to fol low the scrip tural in junc tion, “Train up a
child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not de part from
it.” On Sun day she would read to her chil dren those Bible sto ries so in ter- 
est ing to all chil dren, and pray with them. 3 She im pressed her own ideals
and con vic tions of right eous ness in deli bly on her son, and her earnest
prayers made a life long im pres sion upon his young mind; for he him self
said, af ter he be came Pres i dent, speak ing of his mother: “I re mem ber her
prayers, and they have al ways fol lowed me. They have clung to me all my
life.”4

The op por tu ni ties for at tend ing pub lic wor ship were very mea ger. A log
meet ing house had been erected about three miles from the Lin coln home in
Ken tucky, where trav el ing preach ers oc ca sion ally held ser vice. Lit tle Abe
at tended these “meet ings” with his par ents. When only five years old he
was so im pressed with the preach ing, or, per haps, the man ner of the preach- 
ing, that on re turn ing home he would get upon a stool or block of wood and
preach to the other chil dren or the rest of the fam ily, shout ing and pound ing
the Bible with his lit tle fist just like the preacher. 5
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Mother’s Death

When Abe was nine years old his mother died, her death oc cur ring on Oc to- 
ber 5, 1818. A friend present at the time says: “The mother knew she was
go ing to die, and called her chil dren [Abe and Sarah] to her bed side. She
was very weak, and the chil dren leaned over while she gave her last mes- 
sage. Plac ing her fee ble hand on lit tle Abe’s head, she told him to be kind
and good to his fa ther and sis ter; to both she said, ‘Be good to one an other,’
ex press ing a hope that they might live as they had been taught by her, to
love their kin dred and wor ship God.”6

Lit tle did this mother, “dy ing amid the mis er able sur round ings of a home
in the wilder ness,” dream that her name, Nancy Hanks Lin coln, was to be- 
come im mor tal through the ragged, bare foot, hap less lad who gazed with
won der ing eyes upon this strange tran si tion. Earth’s no blest crown has been
wreathed about her mem ory, and never more beau ti fully told than in these
words: “Though of lowly birth, the vic tim of poverty and hard us age, she
takes a place in his tory as the mother of a son who lib er ated a race of men.
At her side stands an other mother, whose Son per formed a sim i lar ser vice
for all mankind eigh teen hun dred years be fore.”7

There was no one to hold re li gious ser vices when Mrs. Lin coln died, and
this added greatly to the lit tle boy’s grief. It weighed so heav ily upon his
young heart that, eight or nine months af ter ward, hav ing learned to write,
his first let ter was to a Bap tist itin er ant preacher whom he had heard in
Ken tucky, the Rev. David Elkin, ask ing him to preach a fu neral ser mon at
his mother’s grave. The preacher agreed to come, an ap point ment was
made, and the set tlers from many miles around gath ered in the woods on
the hill to hear the fu neral ser mon at Nancy Lin coln’s grave.8

The ef fect of this mother’s prayers, teach ings, and dy ing bene dic tion
may best be told by her own son, af ter he be came known and loved the
wide world over: “All that I am, all that I hope to be, I owe to my an gel
mother — bless ings on her mem ory.” 9 Lin coln never for got this Chris tian
mother’s life and teach ings. She in spired him with pure and no ble mo tives.

Her ex am ple was one of sweet ness and pa tience. He never for got her
moth erly de vo tion and ten der ness and care. “His char ac ter was planted in
this Chris tian mother’s life. Its roots were fed by this Chris tian mother’s
love; and those that have won dered at the truth ful ness and earnest ness of
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his ma ture char ac ter have only to re mem ber that the tree was true to the soil
from which it sprang.” 10 “A great man,” says John G. Hol land, “never drew
his in fant life from a purer or more wom anly bo som than her own.”

Boy hood

About a year af ter his mother’s death young Abe was blessed with a step- 
mother, whom his fa ther had brought from Ken tucky. She was even a
stronger char ac ter than the first Mrs. Lin coln, and con tin ued the good train- 
ing and wise teach ing so well be gun by her pre de ces sor. She was very fond
of Abe, and he learned to love her as his own mother. She bears tes ti mony
to his good ness in these words, spo ken af ter his death: “Abe was a good
boy, and I can say what scarcely one woman — a mother — in a thou sand
can say: Abe never gave me a cross word or look, and never re fused in fact
or ap pear ance to do any thing I re quested of him. I never gave him a cross
word in all my life. His mind and mine — what lit tle I had — seemed to run
to gether. He was a du ti ful son to me al ways. I think he loved me truly. I had
a son, John, who was raised with Abe. Both were good boys, but I must say,
both now be ing dead, that Abe was the best boy I ever saw, or ex pect to
see.”11 His cousin, Den nis Hanks, also bears sim i lar tes ti mony (June 13,
1865): “Abe was a good boy — an af fec tion ate one — a boy who loved his
par ents and was obe di ent to their ev ery wish.” 12

The books to which young Lin coln had ac cess were few, but they were
the best. The first was the Bible. He kept it within easy reach, and read it
over and over again. He could re peat much of it from mem ory. His mind
was sat u rated with its pre cepts and his heart was filled with its truths. The
sec ond book which he read was Bun yan’s Pil grim’s Progress, which his fa- 
ther bor rowed for him. The third, pre sented to him by a Mrs. Bruner, was
AE sop’s Fa bles, which he com mit ted to mem ory. 13 Could three bet ter
books be cho sen for a boy to day from the li braries of the world? “These
three books did much to per fect that which his mother’s teach ings had be- 
gun, and to form a char ac ter which, for quaint sim plic ity, earnest ness, truth- 
ful ness, and pu rity, has never been sur passed among the his toric per son ages
of the world.”14

Youth
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But lit tle is pre served of Lin coln’s youth to show his re li gious bent. With
the free and easy life of those pi o neer days, it is doubt ful if any one with
Lin coln’s buoy ant na ture would man i fest any spe cial re li gious in ter est. A
few things in di cate the bet ter thought of his youth ful mind and the deeper
emo tion of his youth ful heart.

In his four teenth year, while at school, he wrote on the fly leaf of his
school book:

Abra ham Lin coln
his hand and pen —
he will be good but
god knows When.

At an other time he wrote in a school mate’s (Joseph C. Richard son) copy- 
book: 15

Good boys who to their books ap ply
Will all be great men by and by.

These show two things: First, that the youth ful boy had faith in his mother’s
God; and, sec ond, that he be lieved his mother’s teach ings — that good ness
is the first thing to be sought for. As our Mas ter has taught: “Seek ye first
the king dom of God, and his right eous ness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.”

The sa cred songs that he most loved in di cate some thing of his re li gious
na ture. They were, “Am I a Sol dier of the Cross?” “How Te dious and Taste- 
less the Hours,” “There is a Foun tain Filled with Blood,” and “Alas, and
Did My Saviour Bleed?” 16 A soul that can ap pre ci ate these hymns must
rec og nize, first, that with out the shed ding of blood there is no re mis sion of
sin; sec ond, that Je sus Christ died upon the cross for the sal va tion of the
world; third, that life with out the Saviour is an empty bub ble; and, fourth,
that loyal de vo tion to the Christ and His cause is man’s high est call ing, and
the test of true char ac ter.

Su per sti tion
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The claim that there was more or less of su per sti tion in his na ture, and that
he was greatly af fected by his dreams, is not to be dis puted. Many de vout
Chris tians to day are equally su per sti tious, and, also, are greatly af fected by
their dreams. Lin coln grew in an at mos phere sat u rated with all kinds of su- 
per sti tious be liefs. It is not strange that some of it should cling to him all his
life, just as it was with Garfield, Blaine, and oth ers.

In 1831, then a young man of twenty-two, Lin coln made his sec ond trip
to New Or leans. It was then that he vis ited a Voodoo for tune teller, 17 that is
so im por tant in the eyes of cer tain peo ple. This, doubt less, was out of mere
cu rios ity, for it was his sec ond visit to a city. This no more in di cates a be lief
in “spir i tu al ism” than does the fact that a few days be fore he started on this
trip he at tended an ex hi bi tion given by a trav el ing jug gler, and al lowed the
ma gi cian to cook eggs in his low-crowned, broad-rimmed hat.18

First Sight of Slav ery

Of deeper sig nif i cance than his visit to a for tune teller was his first sight of
the pub lic sale of slaves dur ing his stay in New Or leans. He saw “Ne groes
in chains, whipped and scourged.” Ram bling about the city one morn ing
with his com pan ions, they came upon a slave auc tion. Men, women, and
chil dren were treated as brutes, and sold to the high est bid der. The whole
scene was re volt ing to Lin coln, and his soul was stirred to pro found est
depths. With a deep feel ing of “un con quer able hate” for an in sti tu tion that
made such in hu man ity pos si ble, turn ing away from the aw ful sight, he said
to his com pan ions, “Boys, by the Eter nal God, if ever I get a chance to hit
that thing [slav ery], I’ll hit it hard.” 19 Does this not in di cate that deep in his
na ture, be neath the rough and wild ex te rior life of the young pi o neer, there
was an abid ing be lief and trust in the power and guid ance of God?

1. The True Abra ham Lin coln, William E. Cur tis, 1903, p. 374.↩ 

2. Life of Lin coln, Wm. H. Hern don and Jesse W. Weik, 1892, Vol. I,
p. 21.↩ 

3. Abra ham Lin coln, Charles Car leton Cof fin, 1893, p. 20.↩ 

4. Life of Abra ham Lin coln, John G. Hol land, 1866, p. 436.↩ 
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5. Cof fin, p. 23.↩ 

6. Hern don and Weik, Vol. I, p. 24.↩ 

7. Hern don and Weik, Vol. I, p. 25.↩ 

8. The Pi o neer Boy, William M. Thayer, 1866, p. 137, 139.↩ 

9. Hol land, p. 23.↩ 

10. Hol land, p. 30.↩ 

11. Abra ham Lin coln: A His tory, John G. Nico lay and John Hay, 1890,
Vol. I, p. 35.↩ 

12. Hern don and Weik, Vol. I, p. 19.↩ 

13. Thayer, pp. 124, 125. Also, Abra ham Lin coln and the Down fall of
Amer i can Slav ery, Noah Brooks, 1903, p. 24.↩ 

14. Hol land, p. 31.↩ 

15. Life of Lin coln, Ida M. Tar bell, 1902, Vol. I, p. 42.↩ 

16. Life of Abra ham Lin coln, Henry Ketcham, 1901, p. 22; Hern don and
Weik, Vol. I, p. 47.↩ 

17. The Life of Abra ham Lin coln, Isaac N. Arnold, 1885, p. 31.↩ 

18. Hern don and Weik, Vol. I, p. 64.↩ 

19. Sev eral ver sions are given. Some au thors leave out the word “God,”
and oth ers put the phrase, “by the Eter nal God,” at the close of the sen- 
tence.↩ 
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Es say on Chris tian ity

IN JULY, 1831, Mr. Lin coln, be ing twenty-two years of age, went to New
Salem, Illi nois, a rude ham let started two years be fore, to be gin life for him self.
He had al ways lived in log houses in the woods. He had never been in side of a
col lege, and had at tended school hardly more than twelve months in all. He never
lived where there was a church un til he went to the Leg is la ture at Van dalia, in De- 
cem ber, 1834.

It has been claimed that at New Salem, be ing “sur rounded by a class of peo ple
ex ceed ingly lib eral in mat ters of re li gion,” by read ing skep ti cal lit er a ture and dis- 
cussing it in the tav ern and the vil lage store, he him self be came quite skep ti cal.
Some of his bi og ra phers state that he wrote an es say against Chris tian ity, Je sus
Christ, and the Bible, which was read and dis cussed in the vil lage store un til his
friend and em ployer (Mr. Samuel Hill) snatched the man u script from him, tore it
in two, and thrust it into the stove. While this state ment has never been sup ported
by any cred i ble ev i dence, it has been too largely ac cepted, not be cause it was rea- 
son able, but be cause there did not seem to be any di rect ev i dence to the con trary.
It is most grat i fy ing to all the lovers of Lin coln and of his toric truth to find that
the ex act op po site is true.

One of Mr. Lin coln’s early ac quain tances af ter he went to New Salem was
Mr. Men tor Gra ham, a school teacher of lo cal renown who flour ished in and
around New Salem from 1829 to 1860. Mr. Lin coln boarded with Mr. Gra ham for
two years, and stud ied Eng lish gram mar and sur vey ing un der him. Cer tainly no
one had a bet ter op por tu nity to know Mr. Lin coln’s mind. In a let ter writ ten
March 17, 1874, from Pe ters burg, Illi nois, where he was then liv ing, to Mr. B. F.
Ir win, Pleas ant Plains, Illi nois, and which was pub lished in an ar ti cle on “Lin- 
coln’s Re li gious Be lief,” in the Spring field Jour nal of May 16, 1874, Mr. Gra ham
says:

“In re ply to your in quiries, Abra ham Lin coln was liv ing at my house at New
Salem, go ing to school, study ing Eng lish gram mar and sur vey ing, in the year
1833. One morn ing he said to me, ‘Gra ham, what do you think about the anger of
the Lord?’ I replied, ‘I be lieve the Lord never was an gry or mad and never would
be; that His lov ing-kind ness en dureth for ever; that He never changes.’ Said Lin- 
coln, ‘I have a lit tle man u script writ ten, which I will show you,’ and stated he
thought of hav ing it pub lished. The size of the man u script was about one half
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quire of foolscap, writ ten in a very plain hand, on the sub ject of Chris tian ity, and
a de fense of uni ver sal sal va tion. The com mence ment of it was some thing re spect- 
ing the God of the uni verse ever be ing ex cited, mad, or an gry. I had the man u- 
script in my pos ses sion some week or ten days. I have read many books on the
sub ject of the ol ogy, and I don’t think, in point of per spicu ity and plain ness of rea- 
son ing, I ever read one to sur pass it. I re mem ber well his ar gu ment. He took the
pas sage, ‘As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive,’ and fol- 
lowed with the propo si tion that what ever the breach or in jury of Adam’s trans- 
gres sion to the hu man race was, which no doubt was very great, was made just
and right by the atone ment of Christ. As to Ma jor Hill burn ing the man u script, I
don’t be lieve he did, nor do I think he would have done such a thing. About the
burn ing of a pa per by Hill, I have some rec ol lec tion of his snatch ing a let ter from
Lin coln and putting it into the fire. It was a let ter writ ten by Hill to Mc Na mar. His
real name was Neil. 1 Some of the school chil dren had picked up the let ter and
handed it to Lin coln. Neil and Lin coln were talk ing about it, when Hill snatched
the let ter from Lin coln and put it into the fire. The let ter was re spect ing a young
lady, Miss Ann Rut ledge, for whom all three of these gen tle men seemed to have
re spect.”2

This is not hearsay, but an au then tic and orig i nal state ment by one whose per- 
sonal knowl edge, char ac ter, learn ing, and stand ing make him a com pe tent and
trust wor thy wit ness. It ought for ever to end the base slan der that Mr. Lin coln
“hurled his wit and keen logic against the sa cred teach ings of his mother’s Bible.”
What he re ally did was to make a protest against the “rude the ol ogy” of un e d u- 
cated preach ers and the mis rep re sen ta tions of bib li cal doc trines by skep tics.

In di ca tions of Re li gious Be lief

At this time, be neath the rough ex te rior, there was a re li gious na ture and the rudi- 
ments of Chris tian faith, as shown in ex pres sions found in au then tic let ters and
speeches. In 1836 he shows his faith in a rul ing Prov i dence in the fol low ing
words, spo ken in a dis cus sion of the ques tion of “woman’s rights” and “tem per- 
ance”: “All such ques tions must first find lodg ment with the most en light ened
souls who stamp them with their ap proval. In God’s own time they will be or ga- 
nized into law and thus wo ven into the fab ric of our in sti tu tions.”3

De cem ber 13, 1836, in a let ter to Miss Mary Owens, writ ten while he was in
the Leg is la ture, he says, “They will smile as com pla cently at the an gry snarl of
the con tend ing Van Bu ren can di dates and their re spec tive friends as the Chris tian
does at Sa tan’s rage”*
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In a speech be fore the Illi nois Leg is la ture in Jan u ary, 1837, speak ing of the
scenes of the Rev o lu tion, he says, “In his tory, we hope, they will be read of, and
re counted, so long as the Bible shall be read.” In his clos ing words he refers to the
great ness of the church, say ing, “Upon these let the proud fab ric of free dom rest,
as the rock of its ba sis, and as truly as has been said of the only greater in sti tu tion,
‘the gates of hell shall not pre vail against it.’”*

Life More Se ri ous

Af ter his re moval to Spring field, in 1837, to en gage in the prac tice of law, he en- 
tered a new world, en com passed by new as so ci a tions. He came into con tact with
peo ple of cul ture — with “men of thought and men of ac tion,” many of them of
ex alted char ac ter, both in church and state. Books were more ac ces si ble, and his
range of read ing in creased. Life be came more real and se ri ous, and his mind be- 
gan to seek a true con cep tion of the great prin ci ples of life. His reg u lar at ten dance
at church en abled him to hear able and ed u cated min is ters who were in struc tive,
sug ges tive, and elo quent.

Heard The Rev. Pe ter Ak ers, D.D.

In 1837, then twenty-eight years old, he went with some friends to a camp meet- 
ing six miles west of Spring field, at the “Salem Church.” The Rev. Pe ter Ak ers,
D.D., of the Methodist Epis co pal Church, a vig or ous and fear less man, preached
the ser mon. He spoke of cer tain prophe cies, and pre dicted “the down fall of
castes, the end of tyran nies, and the crush ing out of slav ery.” On the way home
they were earnestly dis cussing the ser mon. Lin coln said: “It was the most in struc- 
tive ser mon, and he is the most im pres sive preacher, I have ever heard. It is won- 
der ful that God has given such power to men. I firmly be lieve his in ter pre ta tion of
prophecy, so far as I un der stand it, and es pe cially about the break ing down of
civil and re li gious tyran nies; and, odd as it may seem, I was deeply im pressed that
I should be some how strangely mixed up with them.”4

We do not claim that at this time Lin coln was a man of or tho dox be lief, but we
do claim that he was a be liever in God, and nom i nally re li gious.

The Soul’s Almighty Ar chi tect
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In a speech at a po lit i cal dis cus sion in the hall of the House of Rep re sen ta tives at
Spring field, Illi nois, De cem ber, 1839, we find this fer vid dec la ra tion:

If ever I feel the soul within me el e vate and ex pand to those di men sions not wholly un wor thy of its
Almighty Ar chi tect, it is when I con tem plate the cause of my coun try, de serted by all the world be- 
side, and I stand ing up boldly and alone and hurl ing de fi ance at her vic to ri ous op pres sors. Here,
with out con tem plat ing con se quences, be fore High Heaven and in the face of the world, I swear
eter nal fi delity to the just cause, as I deem it, of the land of my life, my lib erty, and my love.*

An Ox ford Bible

Re turn ing from a visit to the home of the Speeds in Ken tucky, Mr. Lin coln writes
to Miss Mary Speed, Sep tem ber 27, 1841. Speak ing of the cheer ful ness of slaves
chained to gether on the steam boat, he says, “How true it is that ‘God tem pers the
wind to the shorn lamb,’ or in other words, that he ren ders the worst of hu man
con di tions tol er a ble, while he per mits the best to be noth ing bet ter than tol er a ble.”
Again, he says: “Tell your mother that I have not got her ‘present’ an Ox ford
Bible 5 with me, but I in tend to read it reg u larly when I re turn home. I doubt not
that it is re ally, as she says, the best cure for the blues, could one but take it ac- 
cord ing to the truth.”*

Let ters to Speed

It was in 1841 and 1842 that in ter est ing let ters passed be tween Lin coln and his
friend, Joshua F. Speed, when both were filled with fore bod ings and heart-
wrestlings over love mat ters. “Lin coln fre quently ex pressed to Speed his be lief
that the Almighty had sent their suf fer ing for a spe cial pur pose.”

In a let ter to Speed, Jan u ary 1, 1842, in re gard to Speed’s ap pre hen sion that he
did not love his “in tended” as he should, Lin coln says, “I adopt this as the last
method I can adopt to aid you, in case (which God for bid!) you shall need my
aid.” And, “Let me, who have some rea son to speak with judg ment on such a sub- 
ject, be seech you to as cribe it to the causes I have men tioned, and not to some
false and ru inous sug ges tion of the Devil.”*

In a let ter to Speed, Feb ru ary 3, 1842, in ref er ence to Speed’s anx i ety over the
sick ness of his sweet heart, as well as his doubts, Lin coln says: “I al most feel a
pre sen ti ment that the Almighty has sent your present af flic tion ex pressly for that
ob ject… Should she, as you fear, be des tined to an early grave, it is in deed a great
con so la tion to know that she is so well pre pared to meet it. Her re li gion, which
you once dis liked so much, I will ven ture you now prize most highly.”*
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In a let ter to Speed, March 27, 1842, he uses these two sen tences: “Enough,
dear Lord” and “God be praised for that,” show ing that his mind was ever turned
God-ward.

In a let ter to Speed, July 4, 1842, af ter Speed was hap pily mar ried, he says: “I
al ways was su per sti tious; I be lieve God made me one of the in stru ments of bring- 
ing Fanny and you to gether, which union I have no doubt he had fore or dained.
What ever he de signs he will do for me yet. ‘Stand still and see the sal va tion of
the Lord’ is my text just now.”*

These ut ter ances do not in di cate any real re li gious con vic tion, but they do in- 
di cate that he be lieved in a rul ing Prov i dence.

Let ter to George E. Pick ett

Feb ru ary 22, 1842, in a let ter to George E. Pick ett, who af ter ward be came the
Gen eral Pick ett who led the fa mous charge at Get tys burg, Mr. Lin coln says: “I
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have just told the folks here in Spring field on this 110th an niver sary of the birth
of him whose name, might i est in the cause of civil lib erty, still might i est in the
cause of moral ref or ma tion, we men tion in solemn awe, in naked, death less splen- 
dor, that the one vic tory we can ever call com plete will be that one which pro- 
claims that there is not one slave or one drunk ard on the face of God’s green
earth. Re cruit for this vic tory.”*

Pew in First Pres by te rian Church

Af ter Lin coln’s mar riage, No vem ber 4, 1842, he and his wife took a pew in the
First Pres by te rian Church of Spring field, Illi nois, re tain ing it un til their re moval
to Wash ing ton, 6 ex cept the few years they at tended the Epis co pal Church.

De nies Charge of In fi delity

Mr. Thomas Mos tiller, of Menard County, Illi nois, in a let ter to Mr. B. F. Ir win,
Pleas ant Plains, Illi nois, April 28, 1874, says: “In re gard to your in quiry, just re- 
ceived, of what I heard Lin coln say about a charge of in fi delity made against him
when a can di date for Con gress in 1847 or ’48, it was this: I was present and heard
Josiah Grady ask Lin coln a ques tion or two re gard ing a charge made against Lin- 
coln of be ing an in fi del, and Lin coln un qual i fiedly de nied the charge of in fi delity,
and said, in ad di tion, his par ents were Bap tists, and brought him up in the be lief
of the Chris tian re li gion as much as any one, but was sorry to say he had or made
no pre ten sions of re li gion him self.” 7

1. Mc Na mar was his real name, Mc Neil an as sumed name. Hern don and Weik,
Vol. I, p. 123. Samuel Hill, John Mc Neil [Mc Na mar] and Abra ham Lin coln
were all three in fat u ated with Miss Rut ledge, who was at tend ing Men tor
Gra ham’s school. Hern don and Weik, Vol. I, pp. 122-127.↩ 

2. Lin coln Scrap book, Li brary of Con gress, Wash ing ton, D. C, p. 64. Mr. B. F.
Ir win, to whom this let ter was writ ten, had been per son ally ac quainted with
Mr. Lin coln for twenty years and was of ten in his of fice. Mr. W. H. Hern don,
who, it seems, first pub lished the story that Mr. Lin coln wrote an es say on
“In fi delity,” says, “I as sert this on my own knowl edge, and on my own ve- 
rac ity.” — La mon’s Life of Lin coln, p. 489. Mr. Hern don was only a boy fif- 
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teen years old at that time, liv ing nearly twenty miles from New Salem. The
reader may judge for him self.↩ 

3. Hern don and Weik, Vol. I, p. 158.↩ 

4. Tar bell, Vol. II, p. 31.↩ 

5. It was Joshua Speed’s mother who pre sented Lin coln with an Ox ford Bible.
He was a brother of Miss Mary Speed. Speed was Lin coln’s room mate at
Spring field for four years, and the most in ti mate friend he ever had.↩ 

6. Tar bell, Vol. II, p. 31.↩ 

7. Lin coln Scrap book, Li brary of Con gress, p. 64.↩ 
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Re li gious Awak en ing

DUR ING THE FEW YEARS prior to 1850, Mr. Lin coln wres tled with doubt
and un cer tainty. With a sin cere mind he vainly sought the true foun da tions
of char ac ter upon which he might build his su per struc ture. In his search ings
af ter truth he now came un der the pow er ful in flu ence of a dis tin guished
preacher, a pro found thinker, and a mas ter of the whole phi los o phy of the
Chris tian ev i dences. This man was the Rev. James Smith, D.D., who be- 
came pas tor of the First Pres by te rian Church of Spring field, Illi nois, the
early part of 1849, and con tin ued in Spring field un til the spring of 1861,
soon af ter the in au gu ra tion of Pres i dent Lin coln. The Rev. William Bishop,
D.D., in an ad dress at Salina, Kan sas, Feb ru ary 12, 1897, gave the fol low- 
ing ac count of Dr. Smith and his tes ti mony con cern ing Mr. Lin coln’s re li- 
gious thoughts and con vic tions:

“Dr. Smith was a large, stal wart Scotch man with a big brain, a typ i cal
Calvin is tic the olo gian, Web ste rian in ap pear ance and in strength of log i cal
ar gu ment, and, when in spired by the theme or oc ca sion, in elo quence over- 
whelm ing. Be fore com ing North he had spent most of his min istry in the
South, where he was known far and wide as the great preacher at camp
meet ings, where his voice could be heard by acres of peo ple hang ing upon
his lips of force and fire. His rep u ta tion was still far ther ex tended and en- 
hanced as a con tro ver sial ist, a thinker, and a learned”de fender of the faith,’
by a great de bate which he had at Colum bus, Mis sis sippi, in the win ter of
1839-40, with a cel e brated in fi del named C. G. Olm stead, who through a
com mit tee of in fi del gen tle men chal lenged him to a pub lic dis cus sion. The
dis com fi ture of this cham pion of in fi delity was in evitable. B»y the uni ver- 
sal tes ti mony, it was a Lil liputian com bat ant in the hands of a Brob d ing na- 
gian an tag o nist. The sub stance of this de bate, by pop u lar de mand, was pub- 
lished, re con structed and en larged, in 1843, in a book of two vol umes of
over six hun dred pages, with the ti tle The Chris tian’s De fense.

"Why I have men tioned Dr. Smith and his book so par tic u larly will im- 
me di ately ap pear. And I might say, par en thet i cally, the Doc tor pre sented me
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with a copy of his book. Per haps he thought I was skep ti cal! It has been in
my li brary forty years, and I am think ing of do nat ing it to the Kan sas State
His tor i cal So ci ety, as a his toric me mento of the man and the book, that un- 
der di vine guid ance, con verted Lin coln to the Chris tian faith. But to re sume
the nar ra tion: I first met Dr. Smith in the sum mer of 1850 in Jack sonville, at
the com mence ment ex er cises of Illi nois Col lege, from which I had grad u- 
ated and had just been ap pointed a mem ber of the fac ulty of in struc tion.
The ac quain tance then formed ripened into mu tual and con ge nial friend- 
ship. And dur ing the two years of my con nec tion with the col lege I was fre- 
quently a vis i tor and guest at his house in Spring field, and when, by rea son
of re moval to an other in sti tu tion in an other State, the vis its were fewer and
far ther be tween, ‘a free epis to lary cor re spon dence’ con tin ued to strengthen
and brighten the links of fel low ship. With his other ac com plish ments,
Dr. Smith was an in ter est ing and in struc tive con ver sa tion al ist — in fact,
quite a racon teur, some what like his friend Lin coln, al ways ready with a
story to il lus trate his opin ions, and which gave pi quancy to his con ver sa- 
tion. When ever he had oc ca sion to speak of Lin coln he al ways evinced the
strong est at tach ment and the warm est friend ship for him, which was known
to be fully re cip ro cated. Demo crat as he was, and tinged with South ern hues
— though never a se ces sion ist — there seemed to be a mys tic cord unit ing
the min is ter and the lawyer. This was sub se quently beau ti fully shown on
the part of Mr. Lin coln, who never for got to do a gen er ous thing. When he
was elected Pres i dent Dr. Smith and wife were get ting old, their chil dren all
mar ried and gone, ex cept their youngest son, a young man of twenty-three
or four years of age. One of Lin coln’s first of fi cial acts, af ter his in au gu ra- 
tion, was the ap point ment of this young man to the con sulate at Dundee,
Scot land. The Doc tor, with his wife and son, re turned to the land of his
birth. The son soon re turned to Amer ica, and Dr. Smith him self was ap- 
pointed con sul, which po si tion he re tained un til his death in 1871.

"In the spring of 1857 Dr. Smith, an tic i pat ing a nec es sary ab sence from
his church of two or three months dur ing the sum mer, in vited me to sup ply
his pul pit un til his re turn. Be ing young and in ex pe ri enced in the min istry,
with con sid er able hes i ta tion I ac cepted his ur gent in vi ta tion. So I spent my
col lege va ca tion per form ing as best I could this ser vice. Mr. Lin coln was a
reg u lar at ten dant at church and ev i dently an at ten tive hearer and de vout
wor shiper.
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"As a col lege stu dent I had seen and heard him and looked up to him as
a be ing tow er ing above com mon men; and, I con fess, I was not a lit tle in- 
tim i dated by his pres ence as he sat at the end of a seat well for ward to ward
the pul pit, with his deep eyes fixed upon me, and his long legs stretched out
in the mid dle aisle to keep them from (us ing one of his own col lo qui alisms)
be ing scrouged in the nar row space be tween the pews. My ‘stage fright,’
how ever, was soon very much re lieved by his kind li ness and words of en- 
cour age ment.

"On a cer tain Sun day, the third, as I rec ol lect it, in my term of ser vice, I
de liv ered a dis course on the text, ‘With out God in the World.’ The straight
trans la tion from the Greek is, ‘Athe ists in the World.’ In dis cussing athe ism,
the o ret i cal and prac ti cal, I en deav ored to elu ci date and en force the fal lacy
of the one and the wicked ness of the other. At the close of the ser vice
Mr. Lin coln came up and, putting his right hand in mine and his left on my
shoul der, with other im pres sive re marks, said, ‘I can say “Amen” to all that
you have said this morn ing.’ From that time on my in ter est in him grew
apace.

"He was then known ex ten sively all over the West as a great and good
man, and only a year af ter ward he bounded into na tional fame by his vic- 
tory in the great de bate with Dou glas, who, up to that time, was re garded as
a de bater in vin ci ble.

"Dur ing my brief so journ in Spring field I had many op por tu ni ties of
meet ing Lin coln, hear ing him and talk ing with him at home, in church, in
so ci ety, and in the courts of jus tice.

"Dr. Smith re turned in due time to re sume his pas toral func tions. In re- 
port ing to him, in gen eral, my labors in the church as his sub sti tute dur ing
his ab sence, and in par tic u lar my con cep tions of Lin coln’s re li gious char ac- 
ter, he in ti mated that he knew some thing of Lin coln’s pri vate per sonal re li- 
gious ex pe ri ences, feel ings, and be liefs which re sulted in his con ver sion to
the Chris tian faith. Af ter some urg ing to be more ex plicit, he made the fol- 
low ing state ment, which is here with sub mit ted, couched sub stan tially in his
own lan guage. The Doc tor said:

“‘I came to Spring field to take the pas toral charge of this church [First
Pres by te rian] about eight years ago [1849]. Dur ing the first of these years, I
might say, I had only a speak ing or gen eral ac quain tance with Mr. Lin coln
[now forty years old]. Two or three years pre vi ous to my com ing here
Mrs. Lin coln, who had been a mem ber of our church, for some rea son
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changed her church re la tions and was a reg u lar at ten dant at the ser vices of
the Epis co pal Church. Mr. Lin coln, at that time, hav ing no de nom i na tional
pref er ences, went with her. And so the fam ily con tin ued to fre quent the
sanc tu ary for a year or more af ter I be gan my min istry here. The oc ca sion
which opened up the way to my in ti mate re la tions to Mr. Lin coln was this,
viz.: In the lat ter part of 1849 death came into his fam ily. His sec ond son
died at about three or four years of age. The rec tor, an ex cel lent cler gy man,
be ing tem po rar ily ab sent, could not be present to con duct the burial ser vice,
and I was called to of fi ci ate at the fu neral. This led me to an in ti mate ac- 
quain tance with the fam ily, and grew into an en dur ing and con fi den tial
friend ship be tween Mr. Lin coln and my self. One re sult was that the wife
and mother re turned to her an ces tral church, and the hus band and fa ther
very will ingly came with her, and ever since has been a con stant at ten dant
upon my min istry. I found him very much de pressed and down cast at the
death of his son, and with out the con so la tion of the gospel. Up to this time I
had heard but lit tle con cern ing his re li gious views, and that was to the ef fect
that he was a deist and in clined to skep ti cism as to the di vine ori gin of the
Scrip tures, though, un like most skep tics, he had ev i dently been a con stant
reader of the Bible. I found him an hon est and anx ious in quirer. He grad u- 
ally re vealed the state of his mind and heart, and at last un bo somed his
doubts and strug gles and un rest of soul. In fre quent con ver sa tions I found
that he was per plexed and un set tled on the fun da men tals of re li gion, by
spec u la tive dif fi cul ties, con nected with Prov i dence and rev e la tion, which
lie be yond and above the le git i mate prov ince of re li gion. With some sug- 
ges tions bear ing on the right at ti tude re quired for im par tial in ves ti ga tion, I
placed in his hands my book (The Chris tian’s De fense) on the ev i dence of
Chris tian ity, which gives the ar gu ments for and against the di vine au thor ity
and in spi ra tion of the Holy Scrip tures. Mr. Lin coln took the book, and for a
num ber of weeks, as a lawyer, ex am ined and weighed the ev i dence, pro and
con, and judged of the cred i bil ity of the con tents of rev e la tion. And while
he was in ves ti gat ing I was pray ing that the Spirit of Truth might lead him
into the king dom of truth. And such was the re sult, for at the con clu sion of
his ex am i na tion he came forth his doubts scat tered to the winds and his rea- 
son con vinced by the ar gu ments in sup port of the in spired and in fal li ble au- 
thor ity of the Old and New Tes ta ments — a be liever in God, in his prov i- 
den tial gov ern ment, in his Son, the way, the truth, and the life, and from
that time (nearly seven years) to this day his life has proved the gen uine ness
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of his con ver sion to the Chris tian faith. For this I humbly as cribe to our
heav enly Fa ther the honor and the glory.’”1

The pre ced ing dec la ra tion by Dr. Smith was made in Sep tem ber, 1857.

Let ter From Dr. Smith
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In cor rob o ra tion of this, the Rev. Dr. Smith wrote from Cainno, Scot land,
Jan u ary 24, 1867, to W. H. Hern don, Mr. Lin coln’s law part ner, as fol lows:
“It was my honor to place be fore Mr. Lin coln ar gu ments de signed to prove
the di vine au thor ity and in spi ra tion of the Scrip tures, ac com pa nied by the
ar gu ments of in fi del ob jec tors in their own lan guage. To the ar gu ments on
both sides Mr. Lin coln gave a most pa tient, im par tial, and search ing in ves ti- 
ga tion. To use his own lan guage, he ex am ined the ar gu ments as a lawyer
who is anx ious to reach the truth in ves ti gates tes ti mony. The re sult was the
an nounce ment by him self that the ar gu ment in fa vor of the di vine au thor ity
and in spi ra tion of the Scrip tures was unan swer able.”2

Let ter From Mr. Ninian W. Ed wards

Mr. Ninian W. Ed wards, of Spring field, Illi nois, a brother-in-law of
Mr. Lin coln, wrote to the Rev. James A. Reed on De cem ber 24, 1872, as
fol lows: “A short time af ter the Rev. Dr. Smith be came pas tor of the First
Pres by te rian Church in this city Mr. Lin coln said to me, ‘I have been read- 
ing a work by Dr. Smith on the ev i dences of Chris tian ity, and have heard
him preach and con verse on the sub ject, and I am con vinced of the truth of
the Chris tian re li gion.’”3

Let ter From Mr. Thomas Lewis

Mr. Thomas Lewis was a lawyer, an in ti mate friend of Mr. Lin coln from
1837 to 1861, and oc cu pied the same law of fice in Spring field, Illi nois. He
was an el der in the First Pres by te rian Church when Dr. Smith was the pas- 
tor. No vem ber 10, 1898, then liv ing in Kan sas City, Mis souri, he wrote a
let ter on “Lin coln’s Views of the Bible,” which was read be fore the Old
Men’s As so ci a tion of the Y. M. C. A., of which he was pres i dent. In this let- 
ter he says:

“Dur ing the fifties Mr. and Mrs. Lin coln vis ited her un cle in Ken tucky.
On their re turn I called on him. At that time he re marked that ‘while at my
wife’s un cle’s I got hold of a book en ti tled Smith on In fi delity, writ ten by
your Dr. Smith’ (mean ing the Rev. James Smith, D.D., pas tor of the First
Pres by te rian Church). ‘I read it about half through, and it has given me dif- 
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fer ent views of the Bible from those I have ever en ter tained, and I want to
get that book and fin ish read ing it. Can you help me to get it?’ I replied by
say ing: ‘Yes, I heard the Doc tor say a few days since he had sold his last
book, and I have no doubt that some who have read it would be will ing to
part with it for the $5 they had paid for it.’ Said he, ‘As long as the Doc tor
has been here, I have not made his ac quain tance. I wish you would see him,
have him get a book, bring him around, and give me an in tro duc tion.’ I saw
the Doc tor. He pro cured the book. Next day I went with him to Mr. Lin- 
coln’s of fice and gave the in tro duc tion. Af ter an hour of pleas ant con ver sa- 
tion we left. I went out first, the Doc tor fol low ing. As the Doc tor passed
out, the door partly closed; he re opened it, and said, ‘Mr. Lin coln, if agree- 
able, I should like to see you in our church some day.’ ‘Dr. Smith,’ said Lin- 
coln, ‘I will be there next Sun day.’ Mr. and Mrs. Lin coln were in the
church, and the fol low ing Sun day they were there also.”I was an el der,
trustee, trea surer, col lec tor, su per in ten dent of the Sun day school, and pew-
renter. The fol low ing Tues day, af ter the sec ond Sun day, Mr. Lin coln called
on me and in quired if there were any pews to rent in the church. I replied,
‘Yes, and a very de sir able one, va cated by Gov er nor Madi son, who has just
left the city.’ ‘What is the rent?’ said he. Fifty dol lars, payable quar terly.’
He handed me $12.50. Said he, ‘Put it down to me.’ From that date he paid
each three months on said pew un til he left for Wash ing ton; and from the
first Sun day he was there I have not known of his not oc cu py ing that pew
ev ery Sun day he was in the city un til he left. The seat was im me di ately in
front of mine. The third Sun day his chil dren came in the Sun day school.

"Shortly there after there was a re vival in the church, and Mr. and
Mrs. Lin coln, when he was in the city, at tended meet ing. In his ab sence she
was there. They at tended not only the reg u lar meet ings, but the in quiry
meet ings also, and it was the be lief that both would unite with the church.
When the can di dates were ex am ined Mr. Lin coln was in De troit, pros e cut- 
ing a patent right case, a branch of the pro fes sion in which he had ac quired
an en vi able rep u ta tion. Mrs. Lin coln stated that she was con firmed in the
Epis co pal Church when twelve years of age, but did not wish to join the
church by let ter, but upon pro fes sion of faith, as she was never con verted
un til Dr. Smith’s preach ing. She was ad mit ted [1852]. Mr. Lin coln never
ap plied. Some months later the ses sion of the church in vited Mr. Lin coln to
de liver a lec ture on the Bible. When it be came known that Mr. Lin coln was
to lec ture in the Pres by te rian church it as sured a full house. It was said by
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di vines and oth ers to be the ablest de fense of the Bible ever ut tered in that
pul pit.

“From the in tro duc tion of Mr. Lin coln to Dr. Smith their in ti macy was of
a most cor dial char ac ter. At their last meet ing pre vi ous to Mr. Lin coln’s
leav ing for Wash ing ton, as they parted, Mr. Lin coln said, ‘Doc tor, I wish to
be re mem bered in the prayers of your self and our church mem bers.’”4

This state ment by his pas tor and con fi den tial friend, cor rob o rated by
Mr. Lin coln’s brother-in-law and an el der of the church, is an orig i nal and
au then tic source of in for ma tion, and should for ever set tle all con tro versy
and cavil touch ing the re li gious be lief and char ac ter of Mr. Lin coln.

Ad dress to Bible So ci ety

About 1850 he ac cepted an in vi ta tion to de liver an ad dress from the pul pit
of the First Pres by te rian Church be fore the Spring field Bible So ci ety. “The
ob ject of the ad dress was to in cul cate the im por tance of hav ing the Bible
placed in pos ses sion of ev ery fam ily in the State. He closed by say ing: ‘It
seems to me that noth ing short of in fi nite wis dom could by any pos si bil ity
have de vised and given to man this ex cel lent and per fect moral code. It is
suited to men in all con di tions of life, and in cludes all the du ties they owe
to their Cre ator, to them selves, and to their fel low man.’”5

Mes sage to His Dy ing Fa ther

Jan u ary 12, 1851, Lin coln wrote to his step brother, John D. John ston, con- 
cern ing his fa ther, who was very sick, say ing:

I sin cerely hope fa ther may re cover his health, but, at all events, tell him
to re mem ber to call upon and con fide in our great and good and mer ci ful
Maker, who will not turn away from him in any ex trem ity. He notes the fall
of a spar row, and num bers the hairs of our heads, and He will not for get the
dy ing man who puts his trust in Him. Say to him that if we could meet now
it is doubt ful whether it would not be more painful than pleas ant, but that if
it be his lot to go now, he will soon have a joy ous meet ing with many loved
ones gone be fore, and where the rest of us, through the help of God, hope
ere long to join them.*
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Would you call the au thor of that let ter to a dy ing fa ther an in fi del, a
skep tic, an un be liever? Who could couch in more beau ti ful and rev er ent
lan guage the com fort ing doc trines of the Bible to a dy ing man?

Be friends a Ne gro Woman

One af ter noon an old Ne gro woman came into Mr. Lin coln’s of fice and told
how her son had gone to New Or leans as a deck hand on a steam boat and
had been seized by the po lice, tried and fined, in ac cor dance with the law
then in force con cern ing free Ne groes from other States. He was to be sold
to pay his fine and ex penses. The gov er nor was ap pealed to, but re gret ted
that un der the law he could do noth ing. Greatly ag i tated, Mr. Lin coln rose
to his feet and ex claimed, “By the Almighty! I’ll have that Ne gro back
soon, or I’ll have twenty years’ ex cite ment in Illi nois, un til the gov er nor
does have a le gal and con sti tu tional right to do some thing in the premises.”
6

Eu logy of Henry Clay

Mr. Lin coln de liv ered a mas terly eu logy on Henry Clay in the State House
at Spring field, Illi nois, July 16, 1852, clos ing as fol lows: “Such a man the
times have de manded, and such, in the prov i dence of God, was given us.
But he is gone. Let us strive to de serve, as far as mor tals may, the con tin ued
care of Di vine Prov i dence, trust ing that in fu ture na tional emer gen cies He
will not fail to pro vide us the in stru ments of safety and se cu rity.”*

Good and Evil

In a speech at Peo ria, Illi nois, Oc to ber 16, 1854, in re ply to Sen a tor Dou- 
glas, he says: “God did not place good and evil be fore man, telling him to
make a choice. On the con trary, He did tell him there was one tree of the
fruit of which he should not eat, upon pain of cer tain death.”*

Prob lem too Mighty
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In a let ter to George Robert son, Au gust 15, 1855, speak ing of the so lu tion
of the slav ery ques tion, he says, “The prob lem is too mighty for me — may
God, in His mercy, su per in tend the so lu tion.”*

The Bat tle of Free dom

Mr. Lin coln de liv ered his first great speech on the right or the wrong of
slav ery at Bloom ing ton, Illi nois, May 29, 1856, be fore the first Re pub li can
State Con ven tion of Illi nois. The fol low ing ex tracts give some idea of its
lofty Chris tian tone:

“The bat tle of free dom is to be fought out on prin ci ple. Slav ery is a vi o- 
la tion of the eter nal right. We have tem po rized with it from the ne ces si ties
of our con di tion; but as sure as God reigns and school chil dren read, THAT

BLACK FOUL LIE CAN NEVER BE CON SE CRATED INTO GOD’S HAL LOWED TRUTH!”
“Can we as Chris tian men, and strong and free our selves, wield the

sledge or hold the iron which is to man a cle anew an al ready op pressed
race? ‘Woe unto them,’ it is writ ten, ‘that de cree un righ teous de crees and
that write grievous ness which they have pre scribed.’”

“Those who deny free dom to oth ers de serve it not them selves, and, un- 
der the rule of a just God, can not long re tain it.”

Like one in spired, his face aglow, the per son i fi ca tion of moral power, he
ex claims in clos ing —

“And while, in all prob a bil ity, no re sort to force will be needed, our
mod er a tion and for bear ance will stand us in good stead when, if ever, we
must make an ap peal to bat tle and to the god of hosts!”7

The Per fect Stan dard

In his cel e brated re ply to Dou glas, de liv ered at Chicago, July 10, 1858,
Mr. Lin coln speaks thus: “It is said in one of the ad mo ni tions of our Lord,
‘Be ye (there fore) per fect, even as your Fa ther which is in heaven is per- 
fect.’ The Saviour, I sup pose, did not ex pect that any hu man crea ture could
be as per fect as the Fa ther in heaven; but He said, ‘As your Fa ther in
heaven is per fect, be ye also per fect.’ He set up the stan dard, and He who
did most to ward reach ing that stan dard, at tained the high est de gree of moral



47

per fec tion.”* Lin coln here says “our Lord,” and ac cepts as his stan dard the
per fect char ac ter of the Fa ther, and Je sus Christ as our ex am ple of “the
high est de gree of moral per fec tion.”

Trans gres sion and Atone ment

Mr. Isaac Cog dal, an in ti mate friend of Mr. Lin coln from the time he came
to Illi nois un til he went to Wash ing ton, in a let ter to Mr. B. F. Ir win, April
10, 1874, tells of a con ver sa tion he had with Mr. Lin coln in the lat ter’s of- 
fice in Spring field about 1859, con cern ing Mr. Lin coln’s re li gious faith.
Mr. Hern don was present. He says: “Mr. Lin coln ex pressed him self in about
these words: He did not nor could not be lieve in the end less pun ish ment of
any one of the hu man race. He un der stood pun ish ment for sin to be a Bible
doc trine; that the pun ish ment was parental in its ob ject, aim, and de sign,
and in tended for the good of the of fender; hence it must cease when jus tice
was sat is fied. He added that all that was lost by the trans gres sion of Adam
was made good by the atone ment; all that was lost by the fall was made
good by the sac ri fice. And he added this re mark, that pun ish ment be ing a
pro vi sion of the gospel sys tem, he was not sure but the world would be bet- 
ter if a lit tle more pun ish ment was preached by our min is ters, and not so
much par don for sin.”8

Drinks Adam’s Ale

May 19, 1860, a com mit tee waited upon Lin coln at his home in Spring field
to no tify him of his nom i na tion. Af ter his re ply he or dered “some thing to
drink.” Mr. Lin coln gravely said: “Gen tle men, we must pledge our mu tual
healths in the most healthy bev er age which God has given to man. It is the
only bev er age I have ever used or al lowed in my fam ily, and I can not con- 
sci en tiously de part from it on the present oc ca sion — it is pure Adam’s ale
from the spring.”9

Im plores Di vine Help
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May 21, 1860, af ter his nom i na tion, in a let ter to J. R. Gid dings, he says,
“May the Almighty grant that the cause of truth, jus tice, and hu man ity shall
in no wise suf fer at my hands.”*

May 23, 1860, in a let ter to George Ash mun and the Re pub li can Na- 
tional Con ven tion, he says, “Im plor ing the as sis tance of Di vine Prov i dence,
…I am most happy to co op er ate for the prac ti cal suc cess of the prin ci ples
de clared by the con ven tion.”*

The Bate man In ter view

At the time of Lin coln’s nom i na tion and elec tion in 1860, Hon. New ton
Bate man was su per in ten dent of pub lic in struc tion for the State of Illi nois.
Lin coln of ten went into his of fice for a quiet talk. Mr. Bate man tells of one
of these “talks” near the close of Oc to ber, only a few days be fore the elec- 
tion. Lin coln was very anx ious to know how the min is ters of Spring field
were go ing to vote. A care ful can vass of the city had been made, and each
cit i zen had de clared for whom he in tended to vote. The list was be fore Lin- 
coln, and, with Mr. Bate man, he ex am ined it care fully. All but three of the
min is ters, and a large ma jor ity of the church mem bers, were against Lin- 
coln. Draw ing forth a pocket New Tes ta ment, Lin coln said, “I am not a
Chris tian — God knows I would be one — but I have care fully read the
Bible, and I do not so un der stand this book.” With trem bling voice and his
cheeks wet with tears, he con tin ued: “I know there is a God, and that He
hates in jus tice and slav ery. I see the storm com ing, and I know that His
hand is in it. If He has a place and work for me — and I think He has — I
be lieve I am ready. I am noth ing, but truth is ev ery thing. I know I am right,
be cause I know that lib erty is right, for Christ teaches it, and Christ is God.
I have told them that ‘a house di vided against it self can not stand,’ and
Christ and rea son say the same; and they will find it so. Dou glas don’t care
whether slav ery is voted up or down, but God cares, and hu man ity cares,
and I care; and with God’s help I shall not fail. I may not see the end; but it
will come, and I shall be vin di cated; and these men will find that they have
not read their Bibles aright.” Af ter a pause, he re sumed: “Doesn’t it ap pear
strange that men can ig nore the moral as pect of this con test? A rev e la tion
could not make it plainer to me that slav ery or the gov ern ment must be de- 
stroyed. The fu ture would be some thing aw ful, as I look at it, but for this



49

rock on which I stand [al lud ing to the Tes ta ment which is still held in his
hand], es pe cially with the knowl edge of how these min is ters are go ing to
vote. It seems as if God had borne with this thing [slav ery] un til the very
teach ers of re li gion have come to de fend it from the Bible, and to claim for
it a di vine char ac ter and sanc tion; and now the cup of in iq uity is full, and
the vials of wrath will be poured out.”

Mr. Bate man adds: “Ev ery thing he said was of a pe cu liarly deep, ten der,
and re li gious tone, and all was tinged with a touch ing melan choly… Af ter
fur ther ref er ence to a be lief in the Di vine Prov i dence, and the fact of God in
his tory, the con ver sa tion turned upon prayer. He freely stated his be lief in
the duty, priv i lege, and ef fi cacy of prayer, and in ti mated in no un mis tak able
terms that he had sought in that way the di vine guid ance and fa vor.” As
they were about to sep a rate Mr. Bate man re marked: “I have not sup posed
that you were ac cus tomed to think so much upon this class of sub jects. Cer- 
tainly your friends gen er ally are ig no rant of the sen ti ments you have ex- 
pressed to me.” Lin coln quickly replied, “I know they are; but I think more
on these sub jects than upon all oth ers, and I have done so for years; and I
am will ing that you should know it.”10

With this re mark able scene, cou pled with the tes ti mony of his pas tor, ev- 
ery hon est mind must be con vinced that Mr. Lin coln had found his way to
the Chris tian stand point — that he stood on the eter nal truth.

In the Gar den of Geth se mane

Judge Joseph Gille spie, an old friend liv ing at Ed wardsville, Illi nois, tells of
a con ver sa tion he had with Mr. Lin coln in the lat ter’s home in Spring field,
Illi nois, at the be gin ning of Jan u ary, 1861, in which Mr. Lin coln said: “I see
the duty de volv ing upon me. I have read, upon my knees, the story of Geth- 
se mane, where the Son of God prayed in vain that the cup of bit ter ness
might pass from Him. I am in the gar den of Geth se mane now, and my cup
of bit ter ness is full and over flow ing.”

“I then told him,” says Judge Gille spie, “that as Christ’s prayer was not
an swered and His cru ci fix ion had re deemed the great part of the world from
pa gan ism to Chris tian ity, so the sac ri fice de manded of him might be a great
benef i cence.” Mr. Gille spie adds, “Lit tle did I then think how prophetic
were my words to be, or what a great sac ri fice he was called to make.”11
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May Fall Like Pe ter

Mr. John G. Nico lay, his pri vate sec re tary, says that af ter his elec tion, be- 
fore he left Spring field for Wash ing ton, Mr. Lin coln said to a friend, the
Rev. Al bert Hale, pas tor of the Sec ond Pres by te rian Church of Spring field:
“Mr. Hale, I have read my Bible some, though not half as much as I ought,
and I have al ways re garded Pe ter as sin cere when he said he would never
deny his Mas ter. Yet he did deny Him. Now I think that I shall keep my
word and main tain the stand I have taken; but, then, I must re mem ber that I
am li able to in fir mity, and may fall.”12

1. The Rev. William Bishop, D.D., Salina, Kan sas, Ad dress on Lin coln’s
Birth day, Feb ru ary 12, 1897, which was pub lished in a lo cal pa per.↩ 

2. The Later Life and Re li gious Sen ti ments of Abra ham Lin coln,
Rev. James A. Reed, pas tor First Pres by te rian Church, Spring field, Illi- 
nois, pub lished in Scrib ner’s Monthly, July, 1873, p. 333.↩ 

3. Scrib ner’s Monthly, July, 1873, the Rev. James A. Reed.↩ 

4. Daily Illi nois State Reg is ter, Spring field, Illi nois, De cem ber 10, 1898.
Copy in pos ses sion of Miss Jeanette E. Smith, grand daugh ter of the
Rev. Dr. Smith.↩ 

5. Scrib ner’s Monthly, July, 1873, p. 338. The Rev. James Smith, D.D.,
then pas tor of the church, to W. H. Hern don, Jan u ary 24, 1867. Let ter
first pub lished in Spring field Jour nal, March 12, 1867.↩ 

6. Abra ham Lin coln and the Down fall of Amer i can Slav ery, Noah
Brooks, 1894, p. 126.↩ 

7. Lin coln, the Cit i zen, Henry C. Whit ney, 1908, p. 327, the fa mous
“Lost Speech.”↩ 

8. Lin coln Scrap book, Li brary of Con gress, p. 64.↩ 

9. Six Months at the White House, Frank B. Car pen ter, 1866, p. 125.↩ 

10. Hol land, p. 237.↩ 
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M. Tar bell, Vol. II, p. 200. On the oc ca sion re ferred to, Judge Gille spie
was spend ing the night with Mr. Lin coln at the lat ter’s home in Spring- 
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field, Illi nois. This in ci dent was re lated by Judge Gille spie’s daugh ter,
Mrs. Josephine Gille spie Prick ett, liv ing at Ed wardsville, Illi nois.↩ 

12. Char ac ter is tic Anec dotes of Lin coln, John G. Nico lay, by his daugh ter,
He len Nico lay, Cen tury Mag a zine, Sep tem ber, 1912, p. 700. The
Rev. Hale was pas tor of the Sec ond Pres by te rian Church, Spring field,
Illi nois, for a quar ter of a cen tury. He of fered the prayer at the burial
ser vice of Lin coln, May 4, 1865.↩ 
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Re liance upon God

Farewell ad dress

In his good bye speech at Spring field, Illi nois, Feb ru ary 11, 1861, the day on
which he started for Wash ing ton, stand ing on the rear plat form of the car,
Mr. Lin coln said: 1

To day I leave you. I go to as sume a task more dif fi cult than that which de volved upon Gen- 
eral Wash ing ton. Un less the great God who as sisted him shall be with and aid me, I must
fail; but if the same Om ni scient Mind and Almighty Arm that di rected and pro tected him
shall guide and sup port me, I shall not fail — I shall suc ceed. Let us all pray that the God
of our fa thers may not for sake us now. To Him I com mend you all. Per mit me to ask that
with equal sin cer ity and faith you will in voke His wis dom and guid ance for me.

Jour ney To Wash ing ton

In his ad dress to the Leg is la ture at Colum bus, Ohio, Feb ru ary 13, he said:
“I can turn and look for that sup port with out which it will be im pos si ble for
me to per form that great task. I turn, then, and look to the Amer i can peo ple
and to that God who has never for saken them.”*

At Steubenville, Ohio, Feb ru ary 14, he said, “Un less sus tained by the
Amer i can peo ple and God, I can not hope to be suc cess ful.”2

At Buf falo, New York, Feb ru ary 16, he said: “I am sure I bring a heart
true to the work. For the abil ity to per form it, I must trust in that Supreme
Be ing who has never for saken this fa vored land, through the in stru men tal ity
of this great and in tel li gent peo ple. With out that as sis tance I shall surely
fail; with it, I can not fail.”*

To the Leg is la ture at Al bany, New York, Feb ru ary 18, he said, “I still
have con fi dence that the Almighty, the Maker of the Uni verse, will, through
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the in stru men tal ity of this great and in tel li gent peo ple, bring us through this
as He has through all the other dif fi cul ties of our coun try.”*

At the City Hall in New York on Feb ru ary 20 he said, “We look for a
restora tion of fra ter nal re la tions be tween the States — only to be ac com- 
plished by peace ful and con cil ia tory means, aided by the wis dom of
Almighty God.”3

At Newark, New Jer sey, Feb ru ary 21, he said, “I am sure, how ever, that
I have not the abil ity to do any thing un aided of God, and that with out His
sup port, and that of this free, happy, pros per ous, and in tel li gent peo ple, no
man can suc ceed in do ing that the im por tance of which we all com pre- 
hend.”4

To the Sen ate at Tren ton, New Jer sey, Feb ru ary 21, re fer ring to the Rev- 
o lu tion ary War, he said, “I shall be most happy, in deed, if I shall be an hum- 
ble in stru ment in the hands of the Almighty, and of this, his most cho sen
peo ple, as the cho sen in stru ment — also in the hands of the Almighty — for
per pet u at ing the ob ject of that great strug gle.”5

“Rather Be As sas si nated”

He made a re mark able speech at In de pen dence Hall, Phil a del phia, on Wash- 
ing ton’s Birth day. In speak ing of the duty of main tain ing the rights and lib- 
erty of man be queathed to us by the fa thers, un der God, he ex claims: “If
this coun try can not be saved with out giv ing up that prin ci ple, I was about to
say I would rather be as sas si nated on the spot than to sur ren der it… I have
said noth ing but what I am will ing to live by, and, if it be the plea sure of
Almighty God, die by.”*

First Night in Wash ing ton

The first night af ter his ar rival in Wash ing ton, Feb ru ary 23, 1861, the Peace
Con fer ence called upon him at the Willard Ho tel. In an swer to a ques tion
from William E. Dodge, in ref er ence to his duty, Lin coln said: “With the
sup port of the peo ple and the as sis tance of the Almighty, I shall un der take
to per form it.” A lit tle later, on the same oc ca sion, Lin coln said: “Free dom
is the nat u ral con di tion of the hu man race, in which the Almighty in tended
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men to live. Those who fight the pur pose of the Almighty will not suc ceed.
They al ways have been, they al ways will be, beaten.” 6 These ut ter ances
show that Lin coln trusted in God and not in him self.

Prays be fore the In au gu ra tion

Mrs. Lin coln said that Mr. Lin coln wrote the con clu sion of his in au gu ral ad- 
dress the morn ing it was de liv ered. The fam ily be ing present, he read it to
them. He then said he wished to be left alone for a short time. The fam ily
re tired to an ad join ing room, but not so far dis tant but that the voice of
prayer could be dis tinctly heard. There, clos eted with God alone, sur- 
rounded by the en e mies who were ready to take his life, he com mended his
coun try’s cause and all dear to him to God’s prov i den tial care, and with a
mind calmed with com mu nion with his Fa ther in heaven, and courage equal
to the dan ger, he came forth from that re tire ment ready for duty."7

First In au gu ral Ad dress

In his first in au gu ral ad dress, March 4, 1861, we find these two sen tences,
ex press ing pro found faith in God: “If the Almighty Ruler of Na tions, with
His eter nal truth and jus tice, be on your side of the North, or on yours of the
South, that truth and that jus tice will surely pre vail by the judg ment of this
great tri bunal of the Amer i can peo ple.” And, again, he says, “In tel li gence,
pa tri o tism, Chris tian ity, and a firm re liance on Him who has never yet for- 
saken this fa vored land, are still com pe tent to ad just, in the best way, all our
present dif fi culty.”*

His Only Ruler

Shortly af ter he be came Pres i dent Mrs. Lin coln re ported to him that it was
ru mored that Se ward was the power be hind the throne. Lin coln very em- 
phat i cally replied: “I may not rule my self, but cer tainly Se ward shall not.
The only ruler is my con science — fol low ing God in it — and these men
will have to learn that yet.”8
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First Let ter of Con do lence

On May 25, 1861, he wrote a let ter to the par ents of Colonel Ellsworth, of
whom he was very fond, re gard ing his death. He closed by say ing, “May
God give you that con so la tion which is be yond all earthly power.”*

First Mes sage to Con gress

His first mes sage to the Thirty-sev enth Con gress, July 4, 1861, closes with
these words: “And hav ing thus cho sen our course, with out guile and with
pure pur pose, let us re new our trust in God, and go for ward with out fear
and with manly hearts.”*

Re ply to Ty coon of Japan

Au gust 1, 1861, in re ply to the Ty coon of Japan, he closes with these words:
“I pray God to have your Majesty al ways in his safe and holy keep ing.”*

First Na tional Fast-Day

That “Mr. Lin coln was pro foundly and in tensely re li gious” is shown in his
procla ma tions of days of fast ing, prayer, and thanks giv ing. The first procla- 
ma tion of a na tional fast-day was is sued Au gust 12, 1861, as fol lows:

Whereas a joint com mit tee of both houses of Con gress has waited on the
Pres i dent of the United States and re quested him to “rec om mend a day of
pub lic prayer, hu mil i a tion, and fast ing, to be ob served by the peo ple of the
United States with re li gious solem ni ties and the of fer ing of fer vent sup pli- 
ca tions to Almighty God for the safety and wel fare of these States, His
bless ings on their arms, and a speedy restora tion of peace”:

And whereas it is fit and be com ing in all peo ple, at all times, to ac- 
knowl edge and re vere the supreme gov ern ment of God; to bow in hum ble
sub mis sion to His chas tise ments; to con fess and de plore their sins and
trans gres sions, in the full con vic tion that the fear of the Lord is the be gin- 
ning of wis dom; and to pray with all fer vency and con tri tion for the par don
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of their past of fenses, and for a bless ing upon their present and prospec tive
ac tion:

And whereas when our own beloved coun try, once, by the bless ing of
God, united, pros per ous and happy, is now af flicted with fac tion and civil
war, it is pe cu liarly fit for us to rec og nize the hand of God in this ter ri ble
vis i ta tion, and in sor row ful re mem brance of our own faults and crimes as a
na tion and as in di vid u als, to hum ble our selves be fore Him and to pray for
His mercy — to pray that we may be spared far ther pun ish ment though
most justly de served; that our arms may be blessed and made ef fec tual for
the reestab lish ment of law, or der, and peace through out the wide ex tent of
our coun try; and that the in es timable boon of civil and re li gious lib erty,
earned un der His guid ance and bless ing by the labors and suf fer ings of our
fa thers, may be re stored in all its orig i nal ex cel lence:

There fore, I, Abra ham Lin coln, Pres i dent of the United States, do ap- 
point the last Thurs day of Sep tem ber next as a day of hu mil i a tion, prayer,
and fast ing for all the peo ple of the na tion. And I do earnestly rec om mend
to all the peo ple, and es pe cially to all min is ters and teach ers of re li gion, of
all de nom i na tions, and to all heads of fam i lies, to ob serve and keep that
day, ac cord ing to their sev eral creeds and modes of wor ship, in all hu mil ity
and with all re li gious solem nity, to the end that the united prayer of the na- 
tion may as cend to the Throne of Grace, and bring down plen ti ful bless ings
upon our coun try.*

First An nual Mes sage to Con gress

Mr. Lin coln opens his first reg u lar mes sage to Con gress, De cem ber 3, 1861,
by ex press ing grat i tude to God, and closes by ex press ing re liance on Him,
as fol lows:

“In the midst of un prece dented po lit i cal trou bles we have cause of great
grat i tude to God for un usual good health and most abun dant har vests… .
The strug gle of to day is not al to gether for to day — it is for a vast fu ture
also. With a re liance on Prov i dence all the more firm and earnest, let us pro- 
ceed in the great task which events have de volved upon us.”*

Refers Con vict to Mercy of God
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Feb ru ary 4, 1862, in grant ing a respite to Nathaniel Gor don, con victed for
be ing en gaged in the slave trade, he closes with these words: “In grant ing
this respite it be comes my painful duty to ad mon ish the pris oner that, re lin- 
quish ing all ex pec ta tion of par don by hu man au thor ity, he re fer him self
alone to the mercy of the com mon God and Fa ther of all men.”*

1. Weekly Illi nois State Jour nal, Spring field, Illi nois, Feb ru ary 13, 1861.
There is an other ver sion of the ad dress, which was given to the pa- 

pers at the time by a news pa per cor re spon dent, Henry J. Vil lard.
The speech was ex tem po rized. Both ver sions are prac ti cally the

same in thought, but the ver sion used in this book seems more like
Mr. Lin coln’s style of lan guage.↩ 

2. Words of Lin coln, O. H. Ol droyd, 1895, p. 56.↩ 

3. Life and Pub lic Ser vices of Abra ham Lin coln, Henry J. Ray mond,
1865, p. 149.↩ 

4. Ray mond, p. 151.↩ 

5. Ray mond, p. 152.↩ 

6. Rec ol lec tions of Pres i dent Lin coln and His Cab i net, L. E. Chit ten den,
1891, p. 76.↩ 

7. Lin coln Scrap book, Li brary of Con gress, Let ter of Rev. N. W. Miner,
Au gust 1, 1871, p. 52. Mrs. Lin coln told it to Rev. Miner. Mr. Miner
was pas tor of the First Bap tist Church in Spring field, Illi nois. He first
be came ac quainted with Mr. Lin coln in 1855. He lived on the same
street, on the op po site cor ner, and saw him al most daily when at home
un til he went to Wash ing ton.↩ 

8. Hern don and Weik, Vol. II, p. 223. Mrs. Lin coln told W. H. Hern don in
in ter view in Spring field, Illi nois, Sep tem ber 4, 1866.↩ 
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His Great Sor row

Thurs day, Feb ru ary 20,1862, Mr. Lin coln ex pe ri enced what, per haps,
was the great est sor row of his life, in the death of his lit tle boy, Willie. He
re garded it as an act of Prov i dence, but could not un der stand it.

“Hard To Have Him Die”

One who helped to pre pare the body for burial re lates the fol low ing: “When
Willie died, as he lay on the bed, Mr. Lin coln came to the bed, lifted the
cover from the face of his child, gazed at it long and earnestly, mur mur ing:
‘My poor boy, he was too good for this earth. God has called him home. I
know that he is much bet ter off in heaven, but then we loved him so. It is
hard, hard to have him die!’”1

A Chris tian Nurse

A Chris tian lady from Mass a chu setts, who had come to nurse the chil dren
in their sick ness, speaks of Lin coln’s great af flic tion and sad ness. On the
morn ing of the fu neral she as sured him that many Chris tians were pray ing
for him. With eyes suf fused with tears, he replied: “I am glad to hear that. I
want them to pray for me. I need their prayers.” The lady ex pressed her
sym pa thy with him as they were go ing out to the burial. Thank ing her gen- 
tly, he said, “I will try to go to God with my sor rows.” She asked him a few
days af ter if he could not trust God. With deep re li gious feel ing, he replied:
“I think I can, and I will try. I wish I had that child like faith you speak of,
and I trust He will give it to me.” Then the mem ory of his mother filled his
mind with ten der est rec ol lec tions, and he said: “I had a good Chris tian
mother, and her prayers have fol lowed me thus far through life.”2



59

The Rev. Fran cis Vin ton, D.D.

From this time Lin coln’s life was filled with the deep est sad ness and melan- 
choly. Ev ery Thurs day was set apart for the in dul gence of his grief, at
which time he would see no one. Mrs. Lin coln be came alarmed for his
health. Dr. Fran cis Vin ton, rec tor of Trin ity Church, New York, was spend- 
ing a few days in Wash ing ton. Be ing an ac quain tance of Mrs. Lin coln, he
was in vited to the White House. He was ap prised of the Pres i dent’s con di- 
tion. A fa vor able op por tu nity pre sent ing it self, Dr. Vin ton spoke to Lin coln
about it, and told him it was sin ful to grieve so much over the de parted, and
un wor thy a be liever in the Chris tian re li gion. The scene which fol lowed is
de scribed as fol lows:

“Your son,” said Dr. Vin ton, “is alive, in par adise. Do you re mem ber that
pas sage in the Gospels, ‘God is not a God of the dead, but of the liv ing: for
all live unto him’?” As Mr. Lin coln caught the words, “Your son is alive,”
he started from his seat, as one aroused from a stu por, and ex claimed,
“Alive! Alive! Surely you mock me.” “No, sir; be lieve me,” replied
Dr. Vin ton; “it is a most com fort ing doc trine of the church, founded upon
the words of Christ him self.” Mr. Lin coln threw his arm around Dr. Vin- 
ton’s neck, laid his head upon his breast, and sobbed aloud, “Alive? Alive?”
Dr. Vin ton, greatly moved, said: “My dear sir, be lieve this, for it is God’s
most pre cious truth. Seek not your son among the dead; he is not there; he
lives to day in par adise! Think of the full im port of the words I have quoted.
The Sad ducees, when they ques tioned Je sus, had no other con cep tion than
that Abra ham, Isaac, and Ja cob were dead and buried. Mark the re ply:
‘Now that the dead are raised, even Moses showed at the bush when he
called the Lord the God of Abra ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja- 
cob. For He is not the God of the dead, but of the liv ing, for all live unto
Him!’ Did not the great pa tri arch mourn his sons as dead? ‘Joseph is not,
and Simeon is not, and ye will take Ben jamin, also!’ But Joseph and
Simeon were both liv ing, though he be lieved it not. In deed, Joseph be ing
taken from him was the even tual means of the preser va tion of the whole
fam ily. And so God has called your son into His up per king dom — a king- 
dom and an ex is tence as real, more real, than your own. It may be that he
too, like Joseph, has gone, in God’s good prov i dence, to be the sal va tion of
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his fa ther’s house hold. It is a part of the Lord’s plan for the ul ti mate hap pi- 
ness of you and yours. Doubt it not.”

Dr. Vin ton told Lin coln that he had a ser mon upon the sub ject. Mr. Lin- 
coln asked him to send it to him as early as pos si ble, and thanked him re- 
peat edly for his cheer ing and hope ful words. When Lin coln re ceived the
ser mon he read it over and over, and had a copy made for his own pri vate
use. A mem ber of the fam ily said that Mr. Lin coln’s views in re la tion to
spir i tual things seemed changed from that hour.3

Re spon si bil ity to God

March 6, 1862, Pres i dent Lin coln sent to the Sen ate and House of Rep re- 
sen ta tives a mes sage rec om mend ing com pen sated eman ci pa tion of slav ery,
clos ing with these words: “In full view of my re spon si bil ity to my God and
my coun try, I earnestly beg the at ten tion of Con gress and the peo ple to the
sub ject.”*

Must Work Out Des tiny

In April, 1862, the Rev. N. W. Miner and wife, of Spring field, Illi nois, vis- 
ited the Lin colns at the White House. Mr. Lin coln was sad and de jected
over the death of lit tle Willie, and the de struc tion of life at the bat tle of
Shiloh. He was dis cour aged. Mr. Miner said: “Well, Mr. Lin coln, you have
this en cour age ment: Chris tian peo ple all over the coun try are pray ing for
you as they never prayed for mor tal man be fore.” “I be lieve that,” he
replied, “and this has been an en cour ag ing thought for me. If I were not sus- 
tained by the prayers of God’s peo ple, I could not en dure the con stant pres- 
sure. I should give up hop ing for suc cess.” Mr. Miner asked, “Do you think,
judg ing from your stand point, that we shall be able to put down the re bel- 
lion?” He an swered: “You know I am not of a very hope ful tem per a ment. I
can take hold of a thing and hold on a good while. By trust ing God for help,
and be liev ing that our cause is just and right, I firmly be lieve we shall con- 
quer in the end.” Af ter fur ther con ver sa tion he said: “I would gladly, if I
could, take my neck from un der the yoke, and go home with you to Spring- 
field, and live as I used, in peace with my friends, than to en dure this ha- 
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rass ing kind of life. But,” with great solem nity he added, “it has pleased
Almighty God to place me in my present po si tion, and, look ing to Him for
wis dom and di vine guid ance, I must work out my des tiny as best I can.”4

First Procla ma tion for Thanks giv ing

April 10, 1862, Mr. Lin coln is sued his first procla ma tion rec om mend ing
thanks giv ing for vic to ries as fol lows:

It has pleased Almighty God to vouch safe sig nal vic to ries to the land and naval forces en- 
gaged in sup press ing an in ter nal re bel lion, and at the same time to avert from our coun try
the dan ger of for eign in ter ven tion and in va sion:

It is there fore rec om mended to the peo ple of the United States that, at their next weekly as- 
sem blages in their ac cus tomed places of pub lic wor ship which shall oc cur af ter no tice of
this procla ma tion shall have been re ceived, they es pe cially ac knowl edge and ren der thanks
to our Heav enly Fa ther for these in es timable bless ings; that they then and there im plore
spir i tual con so la tion in be half of all who have been brought into af flic tion by the ca su al ties
and calami ties of sedi tion and civil war; and that they rev er ently in voke the di vine guid- 
ance for our na tional coun sels, to the end that they may speed ily re sult in the restora tion of
peace, har mony, and unity through out our bor ders, and has ten the es tab lish ment of fra ter nal
re la tions among all the coun tries of earth.*

Re ply to Evan gel i cal Luther ans

May 6(?), 1862, in re ply to a com mit tee from the Evan gel i cal Lutheran
Gen eral Synod, Mr. Lin coln spoke, in part, as fol lows:

You all may rec ol lect that in tak ing up the sword thus forced into our hands, this gov ern- 
ment ap pealed to the prayers of the pi ous and good, and de clared that it placed its whole
de pen dence upon the fa vor of God. I now humbly and rev er ently, in your pres ence, re it er- 
ate the ac knowl edg ment of that de pen dence, not doubt ing that, if it shall please the Di vine
Be ing who de ter mines the des tinies of na tions, this shall re main a united peo ple, and that
they will, humbly seek ing the Di vine guid ance, make their pro longed na tional ex is tence a
source of new ben e fits to them selves and their suc ces sors, and to all classes and con di tions
of mankind.*

Speech to In di ana Reg i ment
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May 15, 1862, in a speech to the 12th In di ana Reg i ment, Mr. Lin coln closed
by say ing, “The thanks of the na tion will fol low you, and may God’s bless- 
ing rest upon you now and for ever.”*

His Great Faith

Ex-Sen a tor James F. Wil son, of Iowa, re lates an ac count of a visit which he
with sev eral other gen tle men made upon Pres i dent Lin coln in June, 1862.
Slav ery and the war sit u a tion were freely dis cussed. Mr. Lin coln sat qui etly
in his chair, lis ten ing to what dif fer ent ones had to say. Af ter awhile "He
arose and stood at his ex treme height. Paus ing a mo ment, his right arm out- 
stretched to ward the gen tle man who had just ceased speak ing, his face
aglow like the face of a prophet, Mr. Lin coln gave de lib er ate and em phatic
ut ter ance to the re li gious faith which sus tained him in his great trial to
which he and the coun try were sub jected. He said:5

“My faith is greater than yours. I not only be lieve that Prov i dence is not un mind ful of the
strug gle in which this na tion is en gaged, that if we do not do right, God will let us go our
own way to ruin; and that if we do right, He will lead us safely out of this wilder ness,
crown our arms with vic tory, and re store our dis sev ered union, as you have ex pressed your
be lief; but I also be lieve He will com pel us to do right, in or der that He may do these
things, not so much be cause we de sire them as that they ac cord with His plans of deal ing
with this na tion, in the midst of which He means to es tab lish jus tice. I think that He means
that we shall do more than we have yet done in the fur ther ance of His plans and He will
open the way for our do ing it. I have felt His hand upon me in great tri als and sub mit ted to
His guid ance, and I trust that as He shall far ther open the way, I will be ready to walk
therein, re ly ing on His help and trust ing in His good ness and wis dom.”

On the Lord’s Side

One day dur ing the war a min is ter said in Lin coln’s pres ence that he hoped
“the Lord” was “on our side,” to which Mr. Lin coln replied, “I am not at all
con cerned about that, for I know that the Lord is al ways on the side of the
right; but it is my con stant anx i ety and prayer that I and this na tion should
be on the Lord’s side.”6

With em phatic and deep emo tion Mr. Lin coln said to a com pany of cler- 
gy men who called to pay their re spects to him in the dark est days of the
war, “Gen tle men, my hope of suc cess in this strug gle rests on that im- 
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mutable foun da tion, the jus tice and the good ness of God; and, when events
are very threat en ing and prospects very dark, I still hope that, in some way
which man can not see, all will be well in the end, be cause our cause is just
and God will be on our side.”7

“From the day of his elec tion the Pres i dent was an i mated by a pro found
con vic tion: ‘If we do right, God will be with us; and if God is with us, we
can not fail.’”8

A Pa tient Man

In a let ter to Reverdy John son, July 26, 1862, he says, “I am a pa tient man
— al ways will ing to for give on the Chris tian terms of re pen tance, and also
to give am ple time for re pen tance.”*

Let ter to Count A. de Gas parin

Mr. Lin coln never hes i tated to ac knowl edge his de pen dence upon God,
whether to peo ple of his own or a for eign land. On Au gust 4, 1862, in re ply
to a let ter from Count de Gas parin, one of the warm est friends of the United
States in Eu rope, who had writ ten to the Pres i dent con cern ing the state of
the coun try, Mr. Lin coln said, “I can only say that I have acted upon my
best con vic tions, with out self ish ness or mal ice, and that by the help of God
I shall con tinue to do so.”*

Wrestling in Prayer

Bat tle Of Bull Run

About Sep tem ber 1, 1862, af ter the sec ond de feat of Bull Run, Mr. Lin coln,
greatly dis tressed on ac count of the num ber of killed and wounded, said to a
lady friend: “I have done the best I could. I have asked God to guide me,
and now I must leave the re sult with Him.”9

Visit To Henry Ward Beecher
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"Fol low ing the dis as ter of Bull Run, when the strength and re sources of the
na tion seemed to have been wasted, the hopes of the North were at their
low est ebb, and Mr. Lin coln was well-nigh over whelmed with the aw ful re- 
spon si bil ity of guid ing the na tion in its life strug gle. Henry Ward Beecher,
of Brook lyn, was, per haps, more promi nently as so ci ated with the cause of
the North at that time than any other min is ter of the gospel. He had
preached and lec tured and fought its bat tles in pul pit and press all over the
coun try, had ran somed slaves from his pul pit, and his con vic tions and feel- 
ings were ev ery where known.

"Late one evening a stranger called at his home and asked to see him.
Mr. Beecher was work ing alone in his study, as was his cus tom, and this
stranger re fused to send up his name, and came muf fled in a mil i tary cloak
which com pletely hid his face. Mrs. Beecher’s sus pi cions were aroused, and
she was very un will ing that he should have the in ter view which he re- 
quested, es pe cially as Mr. Beecher’s life had been fre quently threat ened by
sym pa thiz ers with the South. The lat ter, how ever, in sisted that his vis i tor be
shown up. Ac cord ingly, the stranger en tered, the doors were shut, and for
hours the wife be low could hear their voices and their foot steps as they
paced back and forth. Fi nally, to ward mid night, the mys te ri ous vis i tor went
out, still muf fled in his cloak, so that it was im pos si ble to gain any idea of
his fea tures.

“The years went by, the war was fin ished, the Pres i dent had suf fered
mar tyr dom at his post, and it was not un til shortly be fore Mr. Beecher’s
death, over twenty years later, that he made known that the mys te ri ous
stranger who had called on that stormy night was Abra ham Lin coln. The
stress and strain of those days and nights of strug gle, with all the re spon si- 
bil i ties and sor rows of a na tion fight ing for its life rest ing upon him, had
bro ken his strength, and for a time un der mined his courage. He had trav eled
alone in dis guise and at night from Wash ing ton to Brook lyn, to gain the
sym pa thy and help of one whom he knew as a man of God, en gaged in the
same great bat tle in which he was the leader. Alone for hours that night, like
Ja cob of old, the two had wres tled to gether in prayer with the God of bat tles
and the Watcher over the right un til they had re ceived the help which He
had promised to those that seek His aid.”

The story of this most re mark able in ci dent was first given to the pub lic
by Mr. Samuel Scov ille, Jr., of Phil a del phia, a grand son of Henry Ward
Beecher, who heard it from Mrs. Beecher her self. 10



65

1. Be hind the Scenes, Eliz a beth Keck ley, 1868, p. 103. She was thirty
years a slave and four years in the White House, as modiste and friend
to Mrs. Lin coln.↩ 

2. Lin coln Scrap book, Li brary of Con gress, Let ter of Mrs. Re becca R.
Pomeroy, p. 54. Mrs. Pomeroy was about fifty years old, liv ing at
Chelsea, Mass a chu setts. She had just buried her hus band, the last of
her fam ily. She was cul tured and grace ful, de voutly re li gious, a mem- 
ber of the Bap tist Church. There was a call for nurses for the sol diers’
hos pi tals in Wash ing ton. Mrs. Pomeroy felt that it was an open ing of
Prov i dence, vol un teered for ser vice, and was ac cepted. Af ter she had
been there a few weeks, she was se lected to nurse Pres i dent Lin coln’s
chil dren. Willie died, but Thomas, known as “Tad,” re cov ered. At
Mr. Lin coln’s re quest, Mrs. Pomeroy stayed at the White House sev- 
eral months af ter the boy’s re cov ery.↩ 

3. Car pen ter, pp. 117-119.↩ 

4. Lin coln Scrap book, Li brary of Con gress, Rev. N. W. Miner, Au gust 1,
1871, p. 52.↩ 

5. North Amer i can Re view, De cem ber, 1896, p. 667, James F. Wil son.↩ 

6. Car pen ter, p. 282.↩ 

7. Ser mons on the Death of Abra ham Lin coln, with Fu neral Ser mon at
the White House by Rev. Dr. Gur ley, 1865, p. 23.↩ 

8. Com plete Works of Abra ham Lin coln, Nico lay and Hay, Vol. X,
p. 149, foot-note.↩ 

9. Lin coln Scrap book, Li brary of Con gress, Mrs. Re becca R. Pomeroy,
p. 54. Re ferred to on p. 80, as “A Chris tian Nurse.”↩ 

10. The au thor called upon Mr. Scov ille at his law of fice in Phil a del phia
on Oc to ber 29, 1912. He con firmed the ac cu racy of the story as here
given, say ing it is what his grand mother told him. In re ply to a let ter
from the Rev. David G. Downey, D.D., Book Ed i tor of The Methodist
Book Con cern, New York city, De cem ber 13, 1912, Mr. Scov ille
wrote: “Dr. John son showed me his man u script in re gard to the Lin- 
coln episode. I told him that this story had been re lated to me by my
grand mother, Mrs. Henry Ward Beecher, and I had no fur ther knowl- 
edge as to its truth than that. It has been stren u ously de nied and also
de fended. It has al ways seemed to me to be a per fectly pos si ble sit u a- 
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tion. It has never, how ever, been cor rob o rated by any of the mem bers
of the fam ily. It rests en tirely upon the state ment of Mrs. Beecher in
her old age.”↩ 
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Pre lim i nary Procla ma tion

Will Do God’s Will.

On the 13th of Sep tem ber, 1862, a del e ga tion of Chicago min is ters, rep re- 
sent ing all re li gious de nom i na tions, called upon Pres i dent Lin coln to urge
him to is sue a Procla ma tion of Eman ci pa tion.

In his re ply Mr. Lin coln be gan by say ing: “The sub ject pre sented in the
memo rial is one upon which I have thought much for weeks past, and I may
even say for months. I am ap proached with the most op po site opin ions and
ad vice, and that by re li gious men who are equally cer tain that they rep re sent
the di vine will. I am sure that ei ther the one or the other class is mis taken in
their be lief, and per haps in some re spects both. I hope it will not be ir rev er- 
ent for me to say that if it is prob a ble that God would re veal His will to oth- 
ers on a point so con nected with my duty, it might be sup posed He would
re veal it di rectly to me; for, un less I am more de ceived in my self than I of- 
ten am, it is my earnest de sire to know the will of Prov i dence in this mat ter.
And if I can learn what it is, I will do it.” Af ter a lengthy dis cus sion of the
sub ject, he said in clos ing, “I can as sure you that the sub ject is on my mind,
by day and night, more than any other. What ever shall ap pear to be God’s
will I will do.”*

His Mind Made Up

The lady who was stay ing at the White House as a nurse says: “Rid ing
down from the Sol diers’ Home, or the Pres i dent’s sum mer res i dence, he
told me of the strug gle he had in his mind, and had suc ceeded, in re gard to
eman ci pat ing so many of that de spised race, the blacks, and, said he, ‘I have
made up my mind with God’s help to set them free, for the time has come,
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and there will never be a bet ter time than now, and I will do the best I can,
trust ing in God.’”1

Covenant With God

Mr. Frank B. Car pen ter, the artist, says that Sec re tary Chase told him that
im me di ately af ter the bat tle of Anti etam, Sep tem ber 17, and just be fore the
is sue of the pre lim i nary procla ma tion, Mr. Lin coln called a meet ing of his
Cab i net, on Sep tem ber 22, 1862, to con sider the is su ing of his Eman ci pa- 
tion Procla ma tion. He be gan by say ing: “The time for the an nun ci a tion of
the eman ci pa tion pol icy can be no longer de layed. Pub lic sen ti ment will
sus tain it, many of my warm est friends and sup port ers de mand it, and I
have promised my God that I will do it” This last was said in a low and rev- 
er ent tone. Sec re tary Chase asked if he cor rectly un der stood the last sen- 
tence. Mr. Lin coln replied: “I made a solemn vow be fore God, that if Gen- 
eral Lee were driven back from Penn syl va nia, I would crown the re sult by
the dec la ra tion of free dom to the slaves.”2

No Mis take

Sep tem ber 24, 1862, two days af ter the pre lim i nary procla ma tion, a large
body of men as sem bled be fore the White House to ser e nade the Pres i dent.
Al lud ing to the procla ma tion, Mr. Lin coln said: “What I did, I did af ter a
very full de lib er a tion, and un der a heavy and solemn sense of re spon si bil ity.
I can only trust in God I have made no mis take.”*

Re ply to Quak ers

Sep tem ber 28(?), 1862, in re ply to an ad dress from the So ci ety of Friends
de liv ered to him at the White House by a dep u ta tion headed by Mrs. Eliza
P. Gur ney, Mr. Lin coln said:
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I am glad of this in ter view, and glad to know that I have your sym pa thy and prayers. We
are in deed go ing through a great trial — a fiery trial. In the very re spon si ble po si tion in
which I hap pen to be placed, be ing a hum ble in stru ment in the hands of our Heav enly Fa- 
ther, as I am, and as we all are, to work out His great pur poses, I have de sired that all my
works and acts may be ac cord ing to His will, and that it might be so, I have sought His aid;
but if, af ter en deav or ing to do my best in the light which He af fords me, I find my ef forts
fail, I must be lieve that for some pur pose un known to me, He wills it oth er wise. If I had
had my way, this war would never have been com menced. If I had been al lowed my way,
this war would have been ended be fore this; but we find it still con tin ues, and we must be- 
lieve that He per mits it for some wise pur pose of His own, mys te ri ous and un known to us;
and though with our lim ited un der stand ings we may not be able to com pre hend it, yet we
can not but be lieve that He who made the world still gov erns it.*

A Med i ta tion on the Di vine Will

Sep tem ber 30(?), 1862, when ev ery thing looked dark and the fu ture of this
na tion was un cer tain; when men were wran gling about meth ods of con duct- 
ing the war, and jeal ousy was rife in the army, Mr. Lin coln wrote the fol- 
low ing med i ta tion. It was not for men, but it was the ex pres sion of a great
soul try ing to bring him self into per fect har mony with the di vine":

The will of God pre vails. In great con tests each party claims to act in ac cor dance with the
will of God. Both may be, and one must be, wrong. God can not be for and against the same
thing at the same time. In the present civil war it is quite pos si ble that God’s pur pose is
some thing dif fer ent from the pur pose of ei ther party; and yet the hu man in stru men tal i ties,
work ing just as they do, are of the best adap ta tion to ef fect His pur pose. I am al most ready
to say this is prob a bly true; that God wills this con test, and wills that it shall not end yet.
By His mere great power on the minds of the now con tes tants, he could have ei ther saved
or de stroyed the Union with out a hu man con test. Yet the con test be gan. And, hav ing be gun,
He could give the fi nal vic tory to ei ther side any day. Yet the con test pro ceeds.*

Lin coln and the Sab bath

On No vem ber 15, 1862, Pres i dent Lin coln shows his deep en ing re li gious
con vic tion, and his com pre hen sive faith in the fact that God rules in the af- 
fairs of na tions as well as of in di vid u als, by his fa mous “Sun day Rest Or- 
der”:
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The Pres i dent, Com man der-in-chief of the Army and Navy, de sires and en joins the or derly
ob ser vance of the Sab bath by the of fi cers and men in the mil i tary and naval ser vice. The
im por tance for man and beast of the pre scribed weekly rest, the sa cred rights of Chris tian
sol diers and sailors, a be com ing def er ence to the best sen ti ments of a Chris tian peo ple, and
a due re gard for the Di vine Will, de mand that Sun day la bor in the army and navy be re- 
duced to the mea sure of strict ne ces sity.

The dis ci pline and char ac ter of the na tional forces should not suf fer, nor the cause they de- 
fend be im per iled by the pro fa na tion of the day or name of the Most High. “At this time of
pub lic dis tress” — adopt ing the words of Wash ing ton in 1776 — “men may find enough to
do in the ser vice of God and their Coun try with out aban don ing them selves to vice and im- 
moral ity.” The first gen eral or der is sued by the Fa ther of his Coun try, af ter the Dec la ra tion
of In de pen dence, in di cates the spirit in which our in sti tu tions were founded and should
ever be de fended: “The Gen eral hopes and trusts that ev ery of fi cer and man will en deavor
to live and act as be comes a Chris tian sol dier de fend ing the dear est rights and lib er ties of
his coun try.”*

Sec ond An nual Mes sage to Con gress

In his an nual mes sage to Con gress, De cem ber 1, 1862, he be gins by say ing:

While it has not pleased the Almighty to bless us with a re turn of peace, we can but press
on, guided by the best light He gives us, trust ing that in His own good time and wise way
all will be well.

Af ter dis cussing the pro posed procla ma tion of eman ci pa tion, he said in
clos ing:

We know how to save the Union. The world knows we do know how to save it. We — even
we here — hold the power and bear the re spon si bil ity. In giv ing free dom to the slave, we
as sure free dom to the free — hon or able alike in what we give and what we pre serve. We
shall nobly save or meanly lose the last, best hope of earth. Other means may suc ceed; this
could not fail. The way is plain, peace ful, gen er ous, just — a way which, if fol lowed, the
world will for ever ap plaud and God must for ever bless.*

Con trol of a Higher Power

In the last days of 1862, when Mr. Lin coln was se ri ously con tem plat ing is- 
su ing the Eman ci pa tion Procla ma tion, the Rev. By ron Sun der land, D.D.,
pas tor of the First Pres by te rian Church of Wash ing ton, D. C, which
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Mr. Lin coln some times at tended, went with some friends of the Pres i dent to
call upon him. In a let ter to Rev. J. A. Reed, No vem ber 15, 1872, Dr. Sun- 
der land says that the Pres i dent spoke for a half hour and poured forth a vol- 
ume of the deep est Chris tian phi los o phy he ever heard. He be gan by say- 
ing:3

The ways of God are mys te ri ous and pro found be yond all com pre hen sion — ‘Who by
search ing can find Him out?’ Now, judg ing af ter the man ner of men, tak ing coun sel of our
sym pa thies and feel ings, if it had been left to us to de ter mine it, we would have had no war.
And, go ing fur ther back to the oc ca sion of it, we would have had no slav ery. And, trac ing it
still fur ther back, we would have had no evil. There is the mys tery of the uni verse which no
man can solve, and it is at that point that the hu man un der stand ing backs down. And, there
is noth ing left but for the heart of man to take up faith and be lieve and trust where it can not
rea son. Now, I be lieve we are all agents and in stru ments of Di vine Prov i dence. On both
sides we are work ing out the will of God. Yet how strange the spec ta cle! Here is one half of
the na tion pros trated in prayer that God will help them to de stroy the Union and build up a
gov ern ment upon the cor ner stone of hu man bondage. And here is the other half equally
earnest in their prayers and ef forts to de feat a pur pose which they re gard as so re pug nant to
their ideas of hu man na ture and the rights of so ci ety, as well as lib erty and in de pen dence.
They want slav ery; we want free dom. They want a servile class; we want to make equal ity
prac ti cal as far as pos si ble. And they are Chris tians and we are Chris tians. They and we are
pray ing and fight ing for re sults ex actly the op po site. What must God think of such a pos- 
ture of af fairs? There is but one so lu tion — self-de cep tion. Some where there is a fear ful
heresy in our re li gion, and I can not think it lies in the love of lib erty and in the as pi ra tions
of the hu man soul.

What I am to do in the present emer gency time will de ter mine. I hold my self in my present
po si tion and with the au thor ity vested in me as an in stru ment of Prov i dence. I have my own
views and pur poses, I have my con vic tions of duty, and my no tions of what is right to be
done. But I am con scious ev ery mo ment that all I am and all I have is sub ject to the con trol
of a Higher Power, and that Power can use me or not use me in any man ner, and at any
time, as in His wis dom and might may be pleas ing to Him.

Nev er the less, I am no fa tal ist. I be lieve in the supremacy of the hu man con science, and that
men are re spon si ble be ings; that God has a right to hold them, and will hold them, to a
strict per sonal ac count for the deeds done in the body. But, sirs, I do not mean to give you a
lec ture upon the doc trines of the Chris tian re li gion. These are sim ply with me the con vic- 
tions and re al i ties of great and vi tal truths, the power and demon stra tion of which I see now
in the light of this our na tional strug gle as I have never seen be fore. God only knows the is- 
sue of this busi ness. He has de stroyed na tions from the map of his tory for their sins. Nev er- 
the less, my hopes pre vail gen er ally above my fears for our Re pub lic. The times are dark,
the spir its of ruin are abroad in all their power, and the mercy of God alone can save us.

“Let this Cup Pass”
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Mr. Henry C. Whit ney, in his Life on the Cir cuit with Lin coln, says that
Mr. Lin coln told Gov er nor Ed ward Stan ley, mil i tary gov er nor of North Car- 
olina, that “He earnestly and oft times prayed to God in these iden ti cal
words: ‘Fa ther, if it be pos si ble, let this cup pass from me’; but in vain.
There fore he is sued the Eman ci pa tion Procla ma tion.”4

Eman ci pa tion Procla ma tion

The Eman ci pa tion Procla ma tion, which was given to the world Jan u ary 1,
1863, closed with this prayer: “And upon this act, sin cerely be lieved to be
an act of jus tice, war ranted by the Con sti tu tion, upon mil i tary ne ces sity, I
in voke the con sid er ate judg ment of mankind, and the gra cious fa vor of the
Almighty God.”*

Wor thy Of Je sus Christ

Dr. David Gregg says: “That was an act wor thy of Je sus Christ. It was the
act of Je sus Christ; for it was the Spirit of Je sus Christ that filled the man
with power, and that found an out let in Amer i can his tory through the per- 
son al ity and pen of Abra ham Lin coln.”

Gra cious Fa vor Of God

Jan u ary 5, 1863, in re ply to a let ter, Mr. Lin coln wrote the fol low ing:

It is most cheer ing and en cour ag ing for me that in the ef forts which I have made and am
mak ing for the restora tion of a right eous peace for our coun try, I am up held and sus tained
by the good wishes and prayers of God’s peo ple. No one is more deeply than my self aware
that with out His fa vor our high est wis dom is but as fool ish ness and that our most stren u ous
ef forts would avail noth ing in the shadow of His dis plea sure.

I am con scious of no de sire for my coun try’s wel fare that is not in con so nance with His
will, and no plan upon which we may not ask His bless ing. It seems to me that if there be
one sub ject upon which all good men may unit edly agree, it is im plor ing the gra cious fa vor
of the God of Na tions upon the strug gles our peo ple are mak ing for the preser va tion of
their pre cious birthright of civil and re li gious lib erty.*
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The Voice Of God

In 1900, the only liv ing one of seven gen tle men who called to con grat u late
Mr. Lin coln on the suc cess of our arms af ter he had signed the Eman ci pa- 
tion Procla ma tion, stated that Mr. Lin coln replied as fol lows: “It is a great
sat is fac tion to me to feel that I have the sup port of the peo ple in the great
strug gle to save the Na tion’s life. I never be lieved in slav ery, but I felt I was
elected Pres i dent of both the North and the South. When Sumter was fired
upon, and I called for sev enty-five thou sand men, my de ter mined pur pose
was to save the coun try and slav ery, and I called for over half a mil lion men
with the same de ter mi na tion. But,” said he slowly and with great em pha sis,
“on many a de feated field there was a voice louder than the thun der ing of
can non. It was the voice of God, cry ing, ‘Let my peo ple go.’ We were all
very slow in re al iz ing it was God’s voice, but af ter many hu mil i at ing de- 
feats the na tion came to be lieve it as a great and solemn com mand. Great
mul ti tudes begged and prayed that I might an swer God’s voice by sign ing
the Eman ci pa tion Procla ma tion, and I did it, be liev ing we never should be
suc cess ful in the great strug gle un less we obeyed the Lord’s com mand.
Since that the ‘God of Bat tles’ has been on our side.”5

Let ter to the Rev. Alexan der Reed

Feb ru ary 22, 1863, in a let ter to the Rev. Alexan der Reed, su per in ten dent of
the United States Chris tian Com mis sion, who in vited Mr. Lin coln to pre side
at a meet ing in the House of Rep re sen ta tives on that day, he said: “What- 
ever shall be sin cerely, and in God’s name, de vised for the good of the sol- 
dier and sea man in their hard spheres of duty, can scarcely fail to be blest…
The birth day of Wash ing ton and the Chris tian Sab bath co in cid ing this year
and sug gest ing to gether the high est in ter ests of this life and of that to come,
is most pro pi tious for the meet ing pro posed.”*

Sec ond Na tional Fast-Day

March 30, 1863, Pres i dent Lin coln is sued a procla ma tion ap point ing an- 
other na tional fast-day. It reads like the de liv er ance of one of the an cient
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prophets, as fol lows:

Whereas, the Sen ate of the United States, de voutly rec og niz ing the supreme au thor ity and
just gov ern ment of Almighty God in all the af fairs of men and of na tions, has by a res o lu- 
tion re quested the Pres i dent to des ig nate and set apart a day for na tional prayer and hu mil i- 
a tion:

And whereas, it is the duty of na tions as well as of men to own their de pen dence upon the
over rul ing power of God; to con fess their sins and trans gres sions in hum ble sor row, yet
with as sured hope that gen uine re pen tance will lead to mercy and par don; and to rec og nize
the sub lime truth, an nounced in the Holy Scrip tures and proven by all his tory, that those
na tions only are blessed whose God is the Lord:

And in so much as we know that by His di vine law na tions, like in di vid u als, are sub ject to
pun ish ments and chas tise ments in this world, and may we not justly fear that the aw ful
calamity of civil war which now des o lates the land may be but a pun ish ment in flicted upon
us for our pre sump tu ous sins, to the need ful end of our na tional ref or ma tion as a whole
peo ple? We have been the re cip i ents of the choic est boun ties of Heaven. We have been pre- 
served these many years in peace and pros per ity. We have grown in num bers, wealth, and
power as no other na tion has ever grown; but we have for got ten God. We have for got ten
the gra cious hand which pre served us in peace, and mul ti plied and en riched and strength- 
ened us; and we have vainly imag ined, in the de ceit ful ness of our hearts, that all these
bless ings were pro duced by some su pe rior wis dom and virtue of our own. In tox i cated with
un bro ken suc cess, we have be come too self-suf fi cient to feel the ne ces sity of re deem ing
and pre serv ing grace, too proud to pray to the God who made us:

It be hooves us, then, to hum ble our selves be fore the of fended Power, and con fess our na- 
tional sins, and to pray for clemency and for give ness:

Now, there fore, in com pli ance with the re quest and fully con cur ring in the views of the
Sen ate, I do by this my procla ma tion des ig nate and set apart Thurs day, the 30th day of
April, 1863, as a day of na tional hu mil i a tion, fast ing, and prayer. And I do hereby re quest
all the peo ple to ab stain on that day from their or di nary sec u lar pur suits, and to unite at
their sev eral places of pub lic wor ship and their re spec tive homes in keep ing the day holy to
the Lord, and de voted to the hum ble dis charge of the re li gious du ties proper to that solemn
oc ca sion. All this be ing done in sin cer ity and truth, let us then rest humbly in the hope au- 
tho rized by di vine teach ings, that the united cry of the na tion will be heard on high, and an- 
swered with bless ings no less than the par don of our na tional sins, and the restora tion of
our now di vided and suf fer ing coun try to its for mer happy con di tion of unity and peace.*

Re ply to Pres by te ri ans
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May 30(?), 1863, a com mit tee of sixty-five mem bers of the Gen eral As sem- 
bly of the Pres by te rian Church in the United States of Amer ica, that met in
Phil a del phia, vis ited the Pres i dent, pre sent ing him with res o lu tions of en- 
dorse ment and en cour age ment. In his re ply, Mr. Lin coln said:

Re ly ing, as I do, upon Almighty Power, and en cour aged, as I am, by the res o lu tions which
you have just read, with the sup port which I re ceive from Chris tian men, I shall not hes i tate
to use all the means at my con trol to se cure the ter mi na tion of this re bel lion, and will hope
for suc cess.*

“God Will Bring Us Through Safe”

Mr. Oliver S. Mun sell, April 15, 1893, writes of an in ter view with Mr. Lin- 
coln at the White House in 1863, about three weeks be fore the bat tle of Get- 
tys burg. Mr. Mun sell was then pres i dent of the Illi nois Wes ley an Uni ver- 
sity, at Bloom ing ton. Mr. Mun sell asked, “Will our coun try come through
safe and live?” Mr. Lin coln replied:

I do not doubt — I never have doubted — that our coun try would fi nally come through safe
and un di vided. But do not mis un der stand me; I do not know how it can be. I do not rely on
the pa tri o tism of our peo ple, though no peo ple have ral lied round their king as ours have
ral lied round me. I do not trust in the brav ery and de vo tion of the boys in blue; God bless
them though! God never gave a prince or con queror such an army as He has given to me.
Nor yet do I rely on the loy alty and skill of our gen er als; though I be lieve we have the best
gen er als in the world at the head of our armies. But the God of our fa thers, who raised up
this coun try to be the refuge and asy lum of the op pressed and down trod den of all na tions,
will not let it per ish now. I may not live to see it, and [he added af ter a mo ment’s pause] I
do not ex pect to live to see it, but God will bring us through safe.

“When he fin ished there was si lence that could be felt. I do not of ten weep
at hu man words, but then my eyes were wet with tears and I felt hum bled in
the pres ence of Mr. Lin coln’s sub lime faith in ‘the God of Bat tles.’”6

An nounce ment of Get tys burg Vic tory

July 4, 1863, an nounc ing news from Get tys burg, with char ac ter is tic rev er- 
ence he closed by ex press ing his de sire “That on this day He whose will,



76

not ours, should ever be done be ev ery where re mem bered and rev er enced
with pro found est grat i tude.”*

1. Lin coln Scrap book, Li brary of Con gress, Mrs. Re becca R. Pomeroy,
p. 54. Re ferred to on p. 80 as “A Chris tian Nurse.”↩ 

2. Car pen ter, p. 89; Hol land, p. 394. This in ci dent is re lated both by Sec- 
re tary Chase and Sec re tary Welles in their pub lished di aries.↩ 

3. Scrib ner’s Monthly, July, 1873, p. 342, the Rev. J. A. Reed.↩ 

4. Life on the Cir cuit with Lin coln, Henry C. Whit ney, 1892, p. 595.↩ 

5. Abra ham Lin coln, the Pa triot and Chris tian, Dr. O. F. Pres brey, Jan u- 
ary 15, 1900, the only one of the seven liv ing at that time.↩ 

6. The Re li gion of Abra ham Lin coln, Charles H. T. Col lis, 1900, p. 23.
Mr. Mun sell had known Mr. Lin coln since he [Mun sell] was fif teen
years old. Mr. Lin coln of ten stopped at his fa ther’s home.↩ 
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A Pray ing Pres i dent

The Bat tle Of Get tys burg

Gen eral James F. Rusling, of Tren ton, New Jer sey, re lates a sig nif i cant con- 
ver sa tion which he heard on Sun day, July 5, 1863, in the room in Wash ing- 
ton where Gen eral Sick les lay wounded, just af ter the great vic tory at Get- 
tys burg. In re ply to a ques tion from Gen eral Sick les whether or not the
Pres i dent was anx ious about the bat tle at Get tys burg, Lin coln gravely said,
“No, I was not; some of my Cab i net and many oth ers in Wash ing ton were,
but I had no fears.” Gen eral Sick les in quired how this was, and seemed cu- 
ri ous about it. Mr. Lin coln hes i tated, but fi nally replied: “Well, I will tell
you how it was. In the pinch of your cam paign up there, when ev ery body
seemed panic-stricken, and no body could tell what was go ing to hap pen,
op pressed by the grav ity of our af fairs, I went to my room one day, and I
locked the door, and got down on my knees be fore Almighty God, and
prayed to Him might ily for vic tory at Get tys burg. I told Him that this was
His war, and our cause His cause, but we couldn’t stand an other Fred er icks- 
burg or Chan cel lors ville. And I then and there made a solemn vow to
Almighty God, that if He would stand by our boys at Get tys burg, I would
stand by Him. And He did stand by you boys, and I will stand by Him. And
af ter that (I don’t know how it was, and I can’t ex plain it), soon a sweet
com fort crept into my soul that God Almighty had taken the whole busi ness
into his own hands and that things would go all right at Get tys burg. And
that is why I had no fears about you.” Asked con cern ing Vicks burg, the
news of which vic tory had not yet reached him, he said, “I have been pray- 
ing for Vicks burg also, and be lieve our Heav enly Fa ther is go ing to give us
vic tory there, too.” Gen eral Rusling says that Mr. Lin coln spoke “solemnly
and pa thet i cally, as if from the depth of his heart,” and that his man ner was
deeply touch ing. 1
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Pray ing For Vic tory

A lady friend who was stay ing at the White House says that on July 9,
1863, while sit ting at the din ner ta ble he could not eat, for he seemed so full
of trou ble as he said, “The bat tle of Port Hud son is now go ing on, and many
lives will be sac ri ficed on both sides, but I have done the best I could, trust- 
ing in God, for if they gain this im por tant point, we are lost; and, on the
other hand, if we could only gain it we shall have gained much; and I think
we shall, for we have a great deal to thank God for, for we have Vicks burg
and Get tys burg al ready.” The lady said, “Mr. Lin coln, prayer will do what
noth ing else will; can you not pray?” “Yes, I will,” he replied, and while the
tears were drop ping from his hag gard and worn face he said, “Pray for me,”
and picked up a Bible and went to his room. “Could all the peo ple of the na- 
tion have over heard the earnest pe ti tion that went up from that in ner cham- 
ber as it reached the ears of the nurse, they would have fallen upon their
knees with tear ful and rev er en tial sym pa thy.” That night he re ceived a dis- 
patch an nounc ing a Union vic tory. He went di rectly to his friend’s room, his
face beam ing with joy, say ing: “Good news! Good news! Port Hud son is
ours! The vic tory is ours, and God is good.” When the lady replied, “Noth- 
ing like prayer in times of trou ble,” Mr. Lin coln said, “Yes, yes — praise —
prayer and praise go to gether.” The lady who re lated the in ci dent says, “I do
be lieve he was a true Chris tian, though he had very lit tle con fi dence in him- 
self.”2

Ah, that was the se cret of his great ness — no con fi dence in him self, but
un bounded con fi dence in God. Who, know ing these in ci dents, dare say that
Lin coln was a fa tal ist, and had no faith in prayer?

Driven Upon His Knees

In all the great emer gen cies of his clos ing years Mr. Lin coln’s re liance upon
di vine guid ance and as sis tance was of ten ex tremely touch ing. “I have been
driven many times upon my knees,” he once re marked to a friend,
Mr. Henry C. Whit ney, “by the over whelm ing con vic tion that I had
nowhere else to go. My own wis dom, and that of all about me, seemed in- 
suf fi cient for that day.”3
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Knelt In Prayer

A min is ter of the gospel re lates the fol low ing: “Af ter vis it ing schools, and
hold ing meet ings with the freed peo ple, and at tend ing to other re li gious ser- 
vice south of Wash ing ton and in that city, I felt that I must at tend to man i- 
fest duty, and of fer a visit in gospel love to our no ble Pres i dent; it was im- 
me di ately granted, and a quar ter past six that evening was fixed as the time.
Un der deep feel ing I went. The Pres i dent gave us a cor dial wel come, and
af ter pleas ant, in struc tive con ver sa tion, dur ing which he said, in ref er ence
to the freed men, ‘If I have been one of the in stru ments in lib er at ing this
long-suf fer ing, down trod den peo ple, I thank God for it’ — a pre cious cov- 
er ing spread over us. The good man rested his head upon his hand, and un- 
der a pre cious, gath er ing in flu ence I knelt in solemn prayer. He knelt close
be side me, and I felt that his heart went with ev ery word as ut ter ance was
given. I af ter ward ad dressed him, and when we arose to go, he shook my
hand heartily, and thanked me for the visit.”4

A Pas toral Call

A min is ter from a lit tle vil lage in Cen tral New York went with his con gress- 
man to the White House to call on Mr. Lin coln. Af ter the in tro duc tion the
con gress man with drew, leav ing Mr. Lin coln and the min is ter alone. The
min is ter said: “I have only come to say that the loyal peo ple are sus tain ing
you and will con tinue to do so. We are giv ing you all that we have — the
lives of our sons as well as our con fi dence and our prayers. You must know
that no pi ous fa ther or mother ever kneels in prayer these days with out ask- 
ing God to give you strength and wis dom.”

The tears filled Lin coln’s eyes as he thanked his vis i tor and said: “But
for those prayers I should have fal tered and per haps failed long ago. Tell ev- 
ery fa ther and mother you know to keep on pray ing and I will keep on fight- 
ing, for I am sure that God is on our side.”

As the cler gy man started to leave the room, Lin coln held him by the
hand and said, “I sup pose I may con sider this a sort of pas toral call.”

“Yes,” replied the cler gy man.
“Out in our coun try,” con tin ued Lin coln, “when a par son made a pas- 

toral call it was al ways the cus tom for the folks to ask him to lead in prayer,
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and I should like to ask you to pray with me to day; pray that I may have
strength and wis dom.” The two men knelt side by side be fore a set tee and
the min is ter of fered the most fer vent ap peal to the Almighty Power that
ever fell from his lips. As they rose, Lin coln grasped his vis i tor’s hand and
re marked in a sat is fied sort of way,

“I feel bet ter.”5

Asks Bishop Simp son To Pray

“One day, in the dark est time of the war,” said Bishop Matthew Simp son to
Chap lain (af ter ward Bishop) C. C. Mc Cabe, “I called to see Mr. Lin coln.
We talked long and earnestly about the sit u a tion. When I rose to go Mr. Lin- 
coln stepped to the door and turned the key and said: ‘Bishop, I feel the
need of prayer as never be fore. Please pray with me.’ And so we knelt
down in that room to gether and all through the prayer the Pres i dent re- 
sponded most fer vently.”6

Re quests Many To Pray For Him

Mr. John G. Nico lay, his pri vate sec re tary, says: “Mr. Lin coln was a pray ing
man; I know that to be a fact. And I have heard him re quest peo ple to pray
for him… . Many a time I have heard Mr. Lin coln ask min is ters and Chris- 
tian women to pray for him.”7

Prays With Ser vants

A Ne gro cler gy man writes of a visit to the col ored ser vants at the White
House, in which he says: “In the year 1865, while a chap lain at Freed men’s
Vil lage, on Ar ling ton Heights, af ter the as sas si na tion, but three weeks be- 
fore Mrs. Lin coln left the White House, I dined with the ser vants em ployed
at the house, some of whom had been en gaged in per sonal at ten dance upon
Mr. Lin coln. My ob ject was re ally to know more about him whose mem ory
is still dear to me. I asked the ser vants how Mr. Lin coln treated them. I was
told that fre quently, late at night, Mr. Lin coln came down stairs to teach
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them to read, and of ten took such oc ca sions to draw their thoughts to ward
the Saviour of all mankind. He also of ten prayed with them.”8

Daily Prayer

“Mr. Lin coln said that af ter he went to the White House he kept up the habit
of daily prayer.”9

“As a child, in a dark and stormy night, on a rugged way catches hold of
the hand of its fa ther for guid ance and sup port, Lin coln clung by faith to the
hand of” his Heav enly Fa ther, “and moved calmly through the gloom.”

Am bas sador of Christ He al ways wel comed the vis its of min is ters, and
re garded their call ing as the high est. Once he re marked to Fa ther Chiniquy,
“There is noth ing as great un der heaven as to be an am bas sador of Christ.”10

The Prov i dence of God

It is well known that Mr. Lin coln sel dom made even a short speech af ter he
was elected Pres i dent with out re fer ring to the om nipo tence and prov i dence
of God. On the evening of July 7, 1863, a large num ber of cit i zens called at
the White House to ser e nade the Pres i dent. Mr. Lin coln made a speech of
only fif teen sen tences, in two of which his faith in God is ex pressly stated:
“Fel low cit i zens: I am very glad in deed to see you tonight, and yet I will not
say I thank you for this call; but I do most sin cerely thank Almighty God
for the oc ca sion on which you have called.” Then, re fer ring to John Adams
and Thomas Jef fer son, he said, “Pre cisely fifty years af ter they put their
hands to the pa per, it pleased Almighty God to take both from this stage of
ac tion.”*

1. Men and Things I Saw in Civil War Days, Gen eral James F. Rusling,
1899, p. 15.↩ 

2. Lin coln Scrap book, Li brary of Con gress, Mrs. Re becca R. Pomeroy,
p. 54. Re ferred to on p. 80 as “A Chris tian Nurse.”↩ 

3. Hol land, p. 435.↩ 
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4. Anec dotes and Rem i nis cences, Frank B. Car pen ter (in Life of Lin coln,
H. J. Ray mond), 1865, p. 732.↩ 

5. Cur tis, p. 383.↩ 

6. Homiletic Re view, 1909, Vol. LVII, p. 156.↩ 

7. Cur tis, p. 385.↩ 

8. New York Daily Tri bune, April 30, 1870, Let ter of Rev. John Tyler,
Newark, New Jer sey, April 23, 1870.↩ 

9. Scrib ner’s Monthly, July, 1873, p. 340, the Rev. J. A. Reed.↩ 

10. Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, Fa ther Chiniquy, 1886, p. 693.↩ 
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Sec ond Procla ma tion for
Thanks giv ing

Hav ing twice called upon the na tion for fast ing and prayer, when vic to- 
ries came Mr. Lin coln did not for get to ask the na tion to set apart a day for
thanks giv ing and praise. On July 15, 1863, he is sued the fol low ing procla- 
ma tion:

It has pleased Almighty God to hear ken to the sup pli ca tion and prayers of an af flicted peo- 
ple, and to vouch safe to the army and navy of the United States vic to ries on land and on
sea so sig nal and so ef fec tive as to fur nish rea son able grounds for aug mented con fi dence
that the union of these States will be main tained, their Con sti tu tion pre served, and their
peace and pros per ity per ma nently re stored. But these vic to ries have been ac corded not
with out sac ri fice of life, limb, health, and lib erty, in curred by brave, loyal, and pa tri otic cit- 
i zens. Do mes tic af flic tion in ev ery part of the coun try fol lows in the train of these fear ful
be reave ments. It is meet and right to rec og nize and con fess the pres ence of the Almighty
Fa ther and the power of his hand equally in these tri umphs and in these sor rows.

Now, there fore, be it known that I do set apart Thurs day, the 6th day of Au gust next, to be
ob served as a day of na tional thanks giv ing, praise, and prayer, and I in vite the peo ple of the
United States to as sem ble on that oc ca sion in their cus tom ary places of wor ship, and, in the
forms ap proved by their own con sciences, ren der the homage due to the Di vine Majesty for
the won der ful things He has done in the na tion’s be half, and in voke the in flu ence of His
Holy Spirit to sub due the anger which has pro duced and so long sus tained a need less and
cruel re bel lion, to change the hearts of the in sur gents, to guide the coun sels of the gov ern- 
ment with wis dom ad e quate to so great a na tional emer gency, and to visit with ten der care
and con so la tion through out the length and breadth of our land all those who, through the
vi cis si tudes of marches, voy ages, bat tles, and sieges, have been brought to suf fer in mind,
body, or es tate, and fi nally to lead the whole na tion through the paths of re pen tance and
sub mis sion to the Di vine Will back to the per fect en joy ment of union and fra ter nal peace.*

First An nual Thanks giv ing Day

Al though spe cial thanks giv ing days have been ob served at dif fer ent times
since the days of Ply mouth Rock, our mod ern an nual Thanks giv ing Day re- 
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ally orig i nated with Pres i dent Lin coln. His procla ma tion for the first reg u lar
Thanks giv ing Day was is sued Oc to ber 3, 1863, as fol lows. Af ter recit ing
the bless ing that God had be stowed upon the na tion, he con tin ues:

No hu man coun sel hath de vised, nor hath any mor tal hand worked out these great things.
They are the gra cious gifts of the Most High God, who, while deal ing with us in anger for
our sins, hath nev er the less re mem bered mercy.

It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, rev er ently, and grate fully
ac knowl edged as with one heart and one voice by the Amer i can peo ple. I do, there fore, in- 
vite my fel low cit i zens in ev ery part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and
those who are so journ ing in for eign lands, to set apart and ob serve the last Thurs day of No- 
vem ber next as a day of thanks giv ing and praise to our benef i cent Fa ther who dwelleth in
the heav ens. And I rec om mend to them that, while of fer ing up the as crip tions justly due
Him for such sin gu lar de liv er ances and bless ings, they do also, with hum ble pen i tence for
our na tional per verse ness and dis obe di ence, com mend to His ten der care all those who
have be come wid ows, or phans, mourn ers, or suf fer ers in the lam en ta ble civil strife in
which we are un avoid ably en gaged, and fer vently im plore the in ter po si tion of the Almighty
Hand to heal the wounds of the na tion, and to re store it, as soon as may be con sis tent with
the Di vine pur poses, to the full en joy ment of peace, har mony, tran quil ity, and union.*

Ded i cated to a Great Task

On No vem ber 19, 1863, at the ded i ca tion of the bat tle field of Get tys burg,
Pres i dent Lin coln closed his speech, “the most sub lime piece of lit er a ture in
the Eng lish lan guage,” with this mem o rable sen tence:

It is rather for us to be here ded i cated to the great task re main ing be fore us — that from
these hon ored dead we take in creased de vo tion to that cause for which they gave the last
full mea sure of de vo tion; that we here highly re solve that these dead shall not have died in
vain; that this na tion, un der God, shall have a new birth of free dom; and that gov ern ment of
the peo ple, by the peo ple, and for the peo ple shall not per ish from the earth.*

Of this speech it has been truly said that “the thought and the lan guage are
as ma jes tic as those of the an cient prophets.”

In stru ment of Prov i dence
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Mr. Lin coln re garded him self as only an in stru ment in the hands of Prov i- 
dence, and took unto him self no credit for free ing the slaves. In 1863,
Colonel McK aye, of New York, and Robert Dale Owen re turned from
North Car olina, where they had been sent to in ves ti gate the con di tion of the
freed men. They were telling Mr. Lin coln how the col ored peo ple re garded
him. One old man said in meet ing: “Massa Linkum, he ebery whar. He know
ebery t ing. He walk de earf like de Lord.” Lin coln was greatly touched, and
said, im pres sively, “It is a mo men tous thing to be the in stru ment, un der
Prov i dence, of the lib er a tion of a race.”1

Con stant Recog ni tion of God

On De cem ber 7, 1863, in mak ing an nounce ment of Union suc cess in East
Ten nes see, he closed as fol lows: “I rec om mend that all loyal peo ple do, on
re ceipt of this in for ma tion, as sem ble at their places of wor ship and ren der
spe cial homage and grat i tude to Almighty God for His great ad vance ment
of the na tional cause.”*

Third An nual Mes sage to Con gress

He be gins his An nual Mes sage to Con gress, De cem ber 8, 1863, by say ing:
“An other year of health, and of suf fi ciently abun dant har vests, has passed.
For these, and es pe cially for the im proved con di tion of our na tional af fairs,
our re newed and pro found est grat i tude to God is due.”*

Tele gram to Gen eral Grant

A tele gram to Gen eral Grant, De cem ber 8, 1863, closes with, “God bless
you all!”*

A Par don ing Pres i dent
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The gen er als in the army were greatly an noyed be cause Mr. Lin coln par- 
doned so many of the sol diers who were sen tenced to be shot. Speak ing of
this mat ter on one oc ca sion, Mr. Lin coln said: “They say that I de stroy all
dis ci pline and am cruel to the army when I will not let them shoot a sol dier
now and then. But I can not see it. If God wanted me to see it, he would let
me know, and un til he does, I shall go on par don ing and be ing cruel to the
end.” 2

The Rev. New man Hall, of Lon don, tells of a con ver sa tion with an of fi- 
cer of the army, who said that soon af ter he took com mand there were
twenty -four de sert ers sen tenced by court-mar tial to be shot. Pres i dent Lin- 
coln re fused to sign the war rants for their ex e cu tion. The of fi cer went to
Wash ing ton and urged the Pres i dent to sign them, say ing: “Un less these
men are made an ex am ple of, the army it self is in dan ger. Mercy to the few
is cru elty to the many.” Mr. Lin coln replied: “Gen eral, there are al ready too
many weep ing wid ows in the United States. For God’s sake don’t ask me to
add to the num ber, for I won’t do it.”3

“A Cup of Cold Wa ter”

The last week in Jan u ary, 1864, the San i tary Com mis sion held a four days’
ses sion in Wash ing ton, at the con clu sion of which be tween forty and fifty of
the ladies went in a body to call upon the Pres i dent. As re lated by one of the
ladies present, he took each by the hand in the usual per func tory man ner,
un til it be came the turn of a lit tle old Quaker lady from Phil a del phia. While
he still held her hand, she said to him: “Yes, Friend Abra ham, thee needs
not think thee stands alone. We are all pray ing for thee. All our hearts, the
hearts of all the peo ple are be hind thee, and thee can not fail! The Lord has
ap pointed thee, the Lord will sus tain thee, and the peo ple love thee. Yea, as
no other man was ever loved be fore does this peo ple love thee. We are only
a few weak women, but we rep re sent many. Take com fort, Friend Abra ham,
God is with thee. The peo ple are be hind thee.”

“I know it,” replied Mr. Lin coln, the great, soft voice rolling solemnly
and sweetly forth from the trem bling lips; “I know it. If I did not have that
knowl edge — it is not hope, it is knowl edge, the knowl edge that God is
sus tain ing and will sus tain me un til my ap pointed work is done — I could
not live. If I did not be lieve that the hearts of loyal peo ple were with me, I
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could not en dure it. My heart would have bro ken long ago. It is that blessed
knowl edge and that blessed be lief that holds me to my work. This has been
a bad day, and I was al most over whelmed when you came in. You have
given a cup of cold wa ter to a very thirsty and grate ful man. Ladies, you
have done me a great kind ness to day. I knew it be fore. I knew that good
men and women were pray ing for me, but I was so tired I had al most for- 
got ten. God bless you all!”4

Ad dress to Gen eral Grant

In an ad dress to Gen eral Grant, March 9, 1864, pre sent ing him with the
com mis sion of lieu tenant-gen eral, he said, “As the coun try herein trusts
you, so, un der God, it will sus tain you.”*

God Bless the Women

On March 18, 1864, at the close of a fair in the Patent Of fice at Wash ing ton
for the ben e fit of the sick and wounded sol diers of the army, Pres i dent Lin- 
coln closed his short speech as fol lows: “But I must say, that if all that has
been said by or a tors and po ets since the cre ation of the world in praise of
women were ap plied to the women of Amer ica, it would not do them jus tice
for their con duct dur ing this war. I will close by say ing, God bless the
women of Amer ica!”*

Con trolled by Events

In a let ter to A. G. Hodges, Frank fort, Ken tucky, April 4, 1864, Mr. Lin coln
says:

I claim not to have con trolled events, but con fess plainly that events have con trolled me.
Now, at the end of three years’ strug gle, the na tion’s con di tion is not what ei ther party, or
any man, de sired or ex pected. God alone can claim it. Whither it is tend ing seems plain. If
God now wills the re moval of a great wrong, and wills also that we of the North, as well as
you of the South, shall pay fairly for our com plic ity in that wrong, im par tial his tory will
find therein new cause to at test and re vere the jus tice and good ness of God.*
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Let ter to Mrs. Ho race Mann

The next day, April 5, 1864, in an swer to a pe ti tion from the chil dren and
young peo ple of Con cord, Mass a chu setts, for the free ing of all slave chil- 
dren, Mr. Lin coln wrote to Mrs. Ho race Mann, who for warded the pe ti tion,
as fol lows: “While I have not the power to grant all they ask, I trust they
will re mem ber that God has, and that, as it seems, He wills to do it.”*

Let ter to Gen eral Grant

A let ter to Gen eral Grant, April 30, 1864, closes with these words: “And
now, with a brave army and a just cause, may God sus tain you.”*

Rec om mends Thanks giv ing and Prayer

On May 9, 1864, Mr. Lin coln is sued a rec om men da tion for thanks giv ing
and prayer, as fol lows: “Enough is known of army op er a tions within the last
five days to claim an es pe cial grat i tude to God, while what re mains un done
de mands our most sin cere prayers to, and re liance upon, Him with out
whom all hu man ef fort is vain. I rec om mend that all pa tri ots, at their
homes, in their places of pub lic wor ship, and wher ever they may be, unite
in com mon thanks giv ing and prayer to Almighty God.”*

Grate ful to Almighty God

In a speech on May 9, 1864, af ter the Bat tle of the Wilder ness, in re sponse
to a ser e nade at the White House, Mr. Lin coln said, “While we are grate ful
to all the brave men and of fi cers for the events of the past few days, we
should, above all, be very grate ful to Almighty God, who gives us vic- 
tory.”*

God Bless the Methodist Church
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May 18, 1864, in a let ter of re ply to a dep u ta tion of min is ters who pre sented
to him res o lu tions adopted by the Methodist Gen eral Con fer ence, he said,
“God bless the Methodist Church — bless all the churches — and blessed
be God, who, in this our great trial giveth us the churches.”*

Re ply to Bap tists

In a let ter to a com mit tee con sist ing of the Rev. Dr. Ide, Hon or able J. R.
Doolit tle, and Hon or able A. Hubbell, May 30, 1864, Mr. Lin coln says:

In re sponse to the pre am ble and res o lu tions of the Amer i can Bap tist Home Mis sion So ci- 
ety, which you did me the honor to present, I can only thank you for thus adding to the ef- 
fec tive and al most unan i mous sup port which the Chris tian com mu ni ties are so zeal ously
giv ing to the coun try, and to lib erty. In deed, it is dif fi cult to con ceive how it could be oth er- 
wise with any one pro fess ing Chris tian ity, or even hav ing or di nary per cep tions of right and
wrong. To read in the Bible, as the word of God Him self, that “In the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread,” and to preach there from that, “In the sweat of other men’s faces shalt
thou eat bread,” to my mind can scarcely be rec on ciled with hon est sin cer ity. When
brought to my fi nal reck on ing may I have to an swer for rob bing no man of his goods; yet
more tol er a ble even this, than for rob bing one of him self and all that was his. When, a year
or two ago, those pro fess edly holy men of the South met in the sem blance of prayer and de- 
vo tion, and, in the name of Him who said, “As ye would all men should do unto you, do ye
even so unto them,” ap pealed to the Chris tian world to aid them in do ing to a whole race of
men as they would have no man do unto them selves, to my think ing they con temned and
in sulted God and His church far more than did Sa tan when he tempted the Saviour with the
king doms of earth. The devil’s at tempt was no more false, and far less hyp o crit i cal. But let
me for bear, re mem ber ing it is also writ ten, “Judge not, lest ye be judged.”*

As sis tance of the Almighty

To the synod of the old-school Pres by te ri ans of Bal ti more, who waited on
him in a body, he said:5

I saw upon tak ing my po si tion here, I was go ing to have an ad min is tra tion, if ad min is tra- 
tion at all, of ex tra or di nary dif fi culty. It was with out ex cep tion a time of the great est dif fi- 
culty this coun try ever saw. I was early brought to a lively re flec tion that noth ing in my
power what ever, or oth ers, to rely upon would suc ceed with out di rect as sis tance of the
Almighty. I have of ten wished that I was a more de vout man than I am. Nev er the less, amid
the great est dif fi cul ties of my ad min is tra tion, when I could not see any other re sort, I would
place my whole re liance in God, know ing all would go well and that he would de cide for
the right.
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1. Car pen ter, p. 209.↩ 

2. Chit ten den, p. 445.↩ 

3. Hol land, p. 432.↩ 
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1883, p. 254.↩ 



92

Pis gah and Cal vary

Mr. Lin coln was of ten warned against the dan ger of as sas si na tion. While
he never showed any fear, there is no doubt that, from the day of his elec- 
tion to the day of his death, he not only be lieved that it might be, but ac tu- 
ally ex pected it.

The Rev. Fa ther Charles Chiniquy, who had known Mr. Lin coln in Illi- 
nois, vis ited him at the White House in Au gust, 1861; June, 1862; and June,
1864, for the ex press pur pose of telling him what he had learned of plans to
as sas si nate him. The last visit was on June 9, 1864, when he spent con sid er- 
able time with him. Af ter Fa ther Chiniquy had ex plained all, Mr. Lin coln
replied in part as fol lows:

You are not the first to warn me against the dan gers of as sas si na tion. My am bas sadors in
Italy, France, and Eng land, as well as Pro fes sor Morse, have, many times, warned me
against the plots of mur der ers whom they have de tected in those dif fer ent coun tries. But I
see no other safe guard against these mur der ers, but to be al ways ready to die, as Christ ad- 
vises it. As we must all die sooner or later, it makes very lit tle dif fer ence to me whether I
die from a dag ger plunged through the heart or from an in flam ma tion of the lungs. Let me
tell you that I have, lately, read a mes sage in the Old Tes ta ment which has made a pro- 
found, and, I hope, a salu tary im pres sion on me. Here is that pas sage.

The Pres i dent took his Bible, opened it at the third chap ter of Deuteron omy,
and read from the 22nd to the 27th verse:

"22 Ye shall not fear them: for the Lord your God he shall fight for you.
"23 And I be sought the Lord at that time, say ing,
"24 O Lord God, thou hast be gun to shew thy ser vant thy great ness, and

thy mighty hand: for what God is there in heaven or in earth, that can do ac- 
cord ing to thy works, and ac cord ing to thy might?

"25 I pray thee, let me go over, and see the good land that is be yond Jor- 
dan, that goodly moun tain, and Lebanon.

"26 But the Lord was wroth with me for your sakes, and would not hear
me: and the Lord said unto me, Let it suf fice thee; speak no more unto me
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of this mat ter.
“27 Get thee up into the top of Pis gah, and lift up thine eyes west ward,

and north ward, and south ward, and east ward, and be hold it with thine eyes;
for thou shalt not go over this Jor dan.”

Af ter the Pres i dent had read these words with great solem nity, he added:

My dear Fa ther Chiniquy, let me tell you that I have read these strange and beau ti ful words
sev eral times, these last five or six weeks. The more I read them, the more, it seems to me,
that God has writ ten them for me as well as for Moses.

Has He not taken me from my poor log cabin, by the hand, as He did of Moses in the reeds
of the Nile, to put me at the head of the great est and most blessed of mod ern na tions just as
He put that prophet at the head of the most blessed na tion of an cient times? Has not God
granted me a priv i lege, which was not granted to any liv ing man, when I broke the fet ters
of 4,000,000 of men, and made them free? Has not our God given me the most glo ri ous
vic to ries over my en e mies? Are not the armies of the Con fed er acy so re duced to a hand ful
of men, when com pared to what they were two years ago, that the day is fast ap proach ing
when they will have to sur ren der?

Now, I see the end of this ter ri ble con flict, with the same joy of Moses, when at the end of
his try ing forty years in the wilder ness; and I pray my God to grant me to see the days of
peace and un told pros per ity, which will fol low this cruel war, as Moses asked God to see
the other side of Jor dan, and en ter the Promised Land. But, do you know, that I hear in my
soul, as the voice of God, giv ing me the re buke which was given to Moses?

Yes! ev ery time that my soul goes to God to ask the fa vor of see ing the other side of Jor- 
dan, and eat ing the fruits of that peace, af ter which I am long ing with such an un speak able
de sire, do you know that there is a still but solemn voice which tells me that I will see those
things only from a long dis tance, and that I will be among the dead when the na tion, which
God granted me to lead through those aw ful tri als, will cross the Jor dan, and dwell in that
Land of Prom ise, where peace, in dus try, hap pi ness, and lib erty will make ev ery one happy;
and why so? Be cause He has al ready given me fa vors which He never gave, I dare say, to
any man in these lat ter days.

Why did God Almighty refuse to Moses the fa vor of cross ing the Jor dan, and en ter ing the
Promised Land? It was on ac count of the na tion’s sins! That law of Di vine ret ri bu tion and
jus tice, by which one must suf fer for an other, is surely a ter ri ble mys tery. But it is a fact
which no man who has any in tel li gence and knowl edge can deny. Moses, who knew that
law, though he prob a bly did not un der stand it bet ter than we do, calmly says to his peo ple:
“God was wroth with me for your sakes.”

But, though we do not un der stand that mys te ri ous and ter ri ble law, we find it writ ten in let- 
ters of tears and blood wher ever we go. We do not read a sin gle page of his tory with out
find ing un de ni able traces of its ex is tence.
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Where is the mother who has not shed real tears and suf fered real tor tures, for her chil- 
dren’s sake?

Who is the good king, the wor thy em peror, the gifted chief tain, who has not suf fered un- 
speak able men tal ag o nies, or even death, for his peo ple’s sake?

Is not our Chris tian re li gion the high est ex pres sion of the wis dom, mercy, and love of God!
But what is Chris tian ity if not the very in car na tion of that eter nal law of Di vine jus tice in
our hu man ity?

When I look on Moses, alone, silently dy ing on the Mount Pis gah, I see that law, in one of
its most sub lime hu man man i fes ta tions, and I am filled with ad mi ra tion and awe.

But when I con sider that law of jus tice, and ex pi a tion in the death of the Just, the di vine
Son of Mary, on the Mount of Cal vary, I re main mute in my ado ra tion. The spec ta cle of the
Cru ci fied One which is be fore my eyes is more than sub lime, it is di vine! Moses died for
his Peo ple’s sake, but Christ died for the whole world’s sake! Both died to ful fill the same
eter nal law of the Di vine jus tice, though in a dif fer ent mea sure.

Now, would it not be the great est of hon ors and priv i leges be stowed upon me, if God in His
in fi nite love, mercy, and wis dom would put me be tween His faith ful ser vant, Moses, and
His eter nal Son, Je sus, that I might die as they did, for my na tion’s sake!

My God alone knows what I have al ready suf fered for my dear coun try’s sake. But my fear
is that the jus tice of God is not yet paid. When I look upon the rivers of tears and blood
drawn by the lashes of the mer ci less mas ters from the veins of the very heart of those mil- 
lions of de fense less slaves, these two hun dred years; when I re mem ber the ag o nies, the
cries, the un speak able tor tures of those un for tu nate peo ple to which I have, to some ex tent,
con nived with so many oth ers a part of my life, I fear that we are still far from the com plete
ex pi a tion. For the judg ments of God are true and right eous.

It seems to me that the Lord wants to day, as He wanted in the days of Moses, an other vic- 
tim — a vic tim which He has him self cho sen, anointed and pre pared for the sac ri fice, by
rais ing it above the rest of His peo ple. I can not con ceal from you that my im pres sion is that
I am the vic tim. So many plots have al ready been made against my life, that it is a real mir- 
a cle that they have all failed. But can we ex pect that God will make a per pet ual mir a cle to
save my life? I be lieve not.

But just as the Lord heard no mur mur from the lips of Moses, when He told him that he
had to die be fore cross ing the Jor dan, for the sins of his peo ple, so I hope and pray that He
will hear no mur mur from me when I fall for my na tion’s sake.
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The only two fa vors I ask of the Lord are, first, that I may die for the sa cred cause in which
I am en gaged, and when I am the stan dard bearer of the rights and priv i leges of my coun- 
try.

The sec ond fa vor I ask from God is that my dear son, Robert, when I am gone, will be one
of those who lift up that flag of Lib erty which will cover my tomb, and carry it with honor
and fi delity to the end of his life, as his fa ther did, sur rounded by the mil lions who will be
called with him to fight and die for the de fense and honor of our coun try.

“Never had I heard such sub lime words,” says Fa ther Chiniquy. “Never had
I seen a hu man face so solemn and so prophet-like as the face of the Pres i- 
dent when ut ter ing these things. Ev ery sen tence had come to me as a hymn
from heaven, re ver ber ated by the echoes of the moun tains of Pis gah and
Cal vary. I was be side my self. Bathed in tears, I tried to say some thing, but I
could not ut ter a word. I knew the hour to leave had come. I asked from the
Pres i dent per mis sion to fall on my knees and pray with him that his life
might be spared; and he knelt with me. But I prayed more with my tears and
sobs than with my words. Then I pressed his hand on my lips and bathed it
with tears, and with a heart filled with an un speak able des o la tion I bade him
adieu. It was for the last time! For the hour was fast ap proach ing when he
was to fall by the hand of an as sas sin, for his na tion’s sake.”1

Ac cepted the War

Re ply ing to a toast at a sup per given in his honor in Phil a del phia, June 18,
1864, Mr. Lin coln said: “We ac cepted this war for an ob ject, a wor thy ob- 
ject, and the war will end when that ob ject is at tained. Un der God, I hope
that it will never end un til that time.”*

Fes senden’s Duty

In the sum mer of 1864 Sec re tary Chase re signed from the Cab i net, and
Mr. Lin coln nom i nated William P. Fes senden to suc ceed him. Mr. Fes- 
senden was not dis posed to ac cept. On July 1, in a per sonal in ter view,
Mr. Lin coln said to Fes senden: “I be lieve that the sup pres sion of the re bel- 
lion has been de creed by a higher power than any rep re sented by us, and
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that the Almighty is us ing his own means to that end. You are one of them.
It is as much your duty to ac cept as it is mine to ap point.”2

Na tional Prayer Meet ing

In com pli ance with a res o lu tion adopted con cur rently by the Sen ate and
House of Rep re sen ta tives, re quest ing the Pres i dent to ap point a day of
prayer, Mr. Lin coln is sued the fol low ing procla ma tion, July 7, 1864. Af ter
quot ing the words of the res o lu tion, he con tin ues:

Now, there fore, I, Abra ham Lin coln, Pres i dent of the United States, cor dially con cur ring
with the Con gress of the United States in the pen i ten tial and pi ous sen ti ments ex pressed in
the afore said res o lu tions, and heartily ap prov ing of the de vo tional de sign and pur pose
thereof, do hereby ap point the first Thurs day of Au gust next to be ob served by the peo ple
of the United States as a day of na tional hu mil i a tion and prayer.

I do hereby fur ther in vite and re quest the heads of the ex ec u tive de part ments of this gov- 
ern ment, to gether with all leg is la tors, all judges and mag is trates, and all other per sons ex er- 
cis ing au thor ity in the land, whether civil, mil i tary, or naval, and all sol diers, sea men, and
marines in the na tional ser vice, and all the other loyal and law-abid ing peo ple of the United
States, to as sem ble in their pre ferred places of pub lic wor ship on that day, and there and
then to ren der to the Almighty and mer ci ful Ruler of the Uni verse such homages and such
con fes sions, and to of fer to Him such sup pli ca tions, as the Con gress of the United States
have, in their afore said res o lu tion, so solemnly, so earnestly, and so rev er ently rec om- 
mended.*

Fourth Spe cial Thanks giv ing

The na tional prayer meet ing was fol lowed a month later, Sep tem ber 3,
1864, by a procla ma tion of thanks giv ing, as fol lows:
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The sig nal suc cess that Di vine Prov i dence has re cently vouch safed to the op er a tions of the
United States fleet and army in the har bor of Mo bile, and the re duc tion of Fort Pow ell, Fort
Gaines, and Fort Mor gan, and the glo ri ous achieve ments of the army un der Ma jor-Gen eral
Sher man, in the State of Geor gia, re sult ing in the cap ture of the city of At lanta, call for de- 
vout ac knowl edg ment to the Supreme Be ing in whose hands are the des tinies of na tions. It
is there fore re quested that on next Sun day, in all places of wor ship in the United States,
thanks giv ing be of fered to Him for His mercy in pre serv ing our na tional ex is tence against
the in sur gent rebels who have been wag ing a cruel war against the Gov ern ment of the
United States for its over throw; and also that prayer be made for Di vine pro tec tion to our
sol diers and their lead ers in the field, who have so of ten and so gal lantly per iled their lives
in bat tling with the en emy; and for bless ings and com forts from the Fa ther of Mer cies to
the sick, wounded, and pris on ers, and to the or phans and wid ows of those who have fallen
in the ser vice of their coun try, and that He will con tinue to up hold the Gov ern ment of the
United States against all the ef forts of pub lic en e mies and se cret foes.*

Let ter to a Quak er ess

The Quak ers, op posed to both war and slav ery, were much per plexed by the
war, and Mr. Lin coln fully sym pa thized with them. He wrote the fol low ing
let ter to Mrs. Eliza P. Gur ney, an Amer i can lady res i dent in Lon don and
wife of a wealthy Quaker banker, Joseph John Gur ney, Sep tem ber 4, 1864:3

My es teemed Friend: I have not for got ten — prob a bly never shall for get — the very im- 
pres sive oc ca sion when your self and friends vis ited me on a Sab bath forenoon two years
ago. Nor has your kind let ter, writ ten nearly a year later, ever been for got ten. In all it has
been your pur pose to strengthen my re liance on God. I am much in debted to the good
Chris tian peo ple of the coun try for their con stant prayers and con so la tions; and to no one of
them more than to your self. The pur poses of the Almighty are per fect, and must pre vail,
though we erring mor tals may fail to ac cu rately per ceive them in ad vance. We hoped for a
happy ter mi na tion of this ter ri ble war long be fore this; but God knows best and ruled oth er- 
wise. We shall yet ac knowl edge His wis dom, and our own er ror therein. Mean while we
must work earnestly in the best light He gives us, trust ing that so work ing still con duces to
the great ends He or dains. Surely He in tends some great good to fol low this mighty con vul- 
sion, which no mor tal could make, and no mor tal could stay. Your peo ple, the Friends, have
had, and are hav ing, a very great trial. On prin ci ple and faith op posed to both war and op- 
pres sion, they can only prac ti cally op pose op pres sion by war. In this hard dilemma some
have cho sen one horn, and some the other. For those ap peal ing to me on con sci en tious
grounds, I have done, and shall do, the best I could and can, in my own con science, un der
my oath to the law. That you be lieve this, I doubt not, and be liev ing it, I shall re ceive for
my coun try and my self your earnest prayers to our Fa ther in Heaven.*
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1. Chiniquy, pp. 706-710. Ev ery one ought to read Chap ters LX and LXI,
pp. 668-735, in Chiniquy’s Fifty Years in the Church of Rome. It is a
most re mark able story.↩ 

2. Chit ten den, p. 382.↩ 

3. Mrs. Eliza P. Gur ney, the same lady men tioned on p. 97, in “Re ply to
Quak ers.” Some au thors have con fused the name Gur ney with Gur ley
(Mr. Lin coln’s pas tor). This prob a bly ac counts for the con fu sion in
dates by sev eral au thors. The dates here given are au then tic.↩ 
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Lin coln and the Bible

Prof itably En gaged

Lin coln’s old friend, Joshua Speed, tells of a sig nif i cant in ci dent that oc curred in
the sum mer of 1864. Mr. Lin coln and his fam ily were stay ing at the Sol diers’
Home for a lit tle while, and Mr. Speed was in vited to spend the night with them.
As he en tered the room, Lin coln was sit ting near a win dow in tently read ing his
Bible. Mr. Speed re marked, “I am glad to see you so prof itably en gaged.” “Yes,”
said Lin coln, “I am prof itably en gaged.” “Well,” said Speed, “if you have re cov- 
ered from your skep ti cism, I am sorry to say that I have not.” Lin coln, look ing
Speed earnestly in the face, and plac ing his hand on his shoul der, said: “YOU ARE

WRONG, SPEED. TAKE ALL OF THIS BOOK UPON REA SON THAT YOU CAN, AND THE BAL ANCE

ON FAITH, AND YOU WILL LIVE AND DIE A HAP PIER MAN.” 1 At this time Mr. Speed was
not a mem ber of any church. Later he joined the Methodist Epis co pal Church.

Uses Cruden’s Con cor dance

Pro fes sor Alexan der Williamson, who was for a time a tu tor in the Pres i dent’s
fam ily in Wash ing ton, says, “Mr. Lin coln very fre quently stud ied the Bible with
the aid of Cruden’s Con cor dance, which lay on his ta ble.”2

His pri vate sec re tary, John G. Nico lay, says: “He praised the sim plic ity of the
Gospels. He of ten de clared that the Ser mon on the Mount con tained the essence
of all law and jus tice, and that the Lord’s Prayer was the sub limest com po si tion in
hu man lan guage.”3

“He could re peat from mem ory whole chap ters of Isa iah, the New Tes ta ment,
and the Psalms.”4

“He could re peat hymns by the hun dreds, and quoted Dr. Watts’ and John
Wes ley’s verses as fre quently as he did Shake speare.”5

The Almighty Di rects In Hu man Af fairs
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Mr. L. E. Chit ten den, who was reg is ter of the trea sury un der Pres i dent Lin coln,
gives in his Rec ol lec tions a most re mark able tes ti mony. Says he: "Lin coln’s calm
seren ity at times when oth ers were so anx ious, his con fi dence that his own judg- 
ment was di rected by the Almighty, so im pressed me that I ven tured to ask him
di rectly how far he be lieved the Almighty ac tu ally di rected our na tional af fairs.
Af ter a con sid er able pause, Lin coln spoke as fol lows:

“’That the Almighty does make use of hu man agen cies, and di rectly in ter venes
in hu man af fairs, is one of the plainest state ments in the Bible. I have had so
many ev i dences of His di rec tion, so many in stances when I have been con trolled
by some other power than my own will, that I can not doubt that this power comes
from above. I fre quently see my way clear to a de ci sion when I am con scious that
I have no suf fi cient facts upon which to found it. But I can not re call one in stance
in which I have fol lowed my own judg ment, founded upon such a de ci sion, where
the re sults were un sat is fac tory; whereas, in al most ev ery in stance where I have
yielded to the views of oth ers, I have had oc ca sion to re gret it. I am sat is fied that,
when the Almighty wants me to do, or not to do, a par tic u lar thing, he finds a way
of let ting me know it. I am con fi dent that it is his de sign to re store the Union. He
will do it in his own good time. We should obey and not op pose his will.”

“You speak with such con fi dence,” said Mr. Chit ten den, “that I would like to
know how your knowl edge that God acts di rectly upon hu man af fairs com pares in
cer tainty with your knowl edge of a fact ap par ent to the senses — for ex am ple, the
fact that we are at this mo ment here in this room.”

“One is as cer tain as the other,” an swered Lin coln, “al though the con clu sions
are reached by dif fer ent pro cesses. I know by my senses that the move ments of
the world are those of an in fin itely pow er ful ma chine, which runs for ages with- 
out vari a tion. A man who can put two ideas to gether knows that such a ma chine
re quires an in fin itely pow er ful maker and gov er nor; man’s na ture is such that he
can not take in the ma chine and keep out the maker. This maker is God — in fi nite
in wis dom as well as power. Would we be any more cer tain if we saw Him?”

“I am not con tro vert ing your po si tion,” said Chit ten den. “Your con fi dence in- 
ter ests me be yond ex pres sion. I wish I knew how to ac quire it. Even now, must it
not all de pend on our faith in the Bible?”

“No,” said Lin coln. "There is the el e ment of per sonal ex pe ri ence. If it did, the
char ac ter of the Bible is eas ily es tab lished, at least to my sat is fac tion. We have to
be lieve many things that we do not com pre hend. The Bible is the only one that
claims to be God’s Book — to com prise his law — his his tory. It con tains an im- 
mense amount of ev i dence of its own au then tic ity. It de scribes a Gov er nor om- 
nipo tent enough to op er ate this great ma chine, and de clares that He made it. It
states other facts which we do not fully com pre hend, but which we can not ac- 
count for. What shall we do with them?
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“Now, let us treat the Bible fairly,” con tin ued Lin coln. “If we had a wit ness on
the stand whose gen eral story we knew was true, we would be lieve him when he
as serted facts of which we had no other ev i dence. We ought to treat the Bible
with equal fair ness. I de cided a long time ago that it was less dif fi cult to be lieve
that the Bible was what it claimed to be than to dis be lieve it. It is a good book for
us to obey — it con tains the Ten Com mand ments, the Golden Rule, and many
other rules which ought to be fol lowed. No man was ever the worse for liv ing ac- 
cord ing to the di rec tions of the Bible.”

“If your views are cor rect,” said Chit ten den, “the Almighty is on our side, and
we ought to win with out so many losses…”

Mr. Lin coln promptly in ter rupted him and said: “We have no right to crit i cize
or com plain. He is on our side, and so is the Bible, and so are the churches and
Chris tian so ci eties and or ga ni za tions — all of them, so far as I know, al most with- 
out an ex cep tion. It makes me stronger and more con fi dent to know that all the
Chris tians in the loyal States are pray ing for our suc cess, and that all their in flu- 
ences are work ing to the same end. Thou sands of them are fight ing for us, and no
one will say that an of fi cer or a pri vate is less brave be cause he is a pray ing sol- 
dier. At first, when we had such long spells of bad luck, I used to lose heart some- 
times. Now, I seem to know that Prov i dence has pro tected and will pro tect us
against any fa tal de feat. All we have to do is to trust the Almighty, and keep on
obey ing His or ders and ex e cut ing His will.”6

Af ter such tes ti mony, if we al low that Lin coln was hon est and sin cere, who
can doubt his faith or pro claim that he was an athe ist or in fi del? Three things are
herein most clearly es tab lished: his be lief in the Bible as the in spired Word of
God, his be lief in the fun da men tal prin ci ples and doc trines of the Chris tian faith,
and his faith ful en deavor to live ac cord ing thereto.

Com fort From Job

A woman at the White House re lates an in ter est ing in ci dent of Mr. Lin coln read- 
ing the Bible when ev ery thing seemed dark:

"One day he came into the room where I was fit ting a dress for Mrs. Lin coln.
His step was slow and heavy, and his face sad. Like a tired child he threw him self
upon the sofa, and shaded his eyes with his hands. He was a com plete pic ture of
de jec tion. Mrs. Lin coln, ob serv ing his trou bled look, asked:

"‘Where have you been?’
"‘To the War De part ment,’ was the brief, al most sullen an swer.
"‘Any news?’ ‘Yes, plenty of news, but no good news. It is dark, dark ev ery- 

where.’
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“He reached forth one of his long arms and took a small Bible from a stand
near the head of the sofa, opened the pages of the Holy Book, and soon was ab- 
sorbed in read ing them. A quar ter of an hour passed, and on glanc ing at the sofa
the face of the Pres i dent seemed more cheer ful. The de jected look was gone, and
the coun te nance was lighted up with new res o lu tion and hope. The change was so
marked that I could not but won der at it, and won der led to the de sire to know
what book of the Bible af forded so much com fort to the reader. Mak ing the
search for a miss ing ar ti cle an ex cuse, I walked gen tly around the sofa, and, look- 
ing into the open book, I dis cov ered that Mr. Lin coln was read ing that di vine
com forter, Job. He read with Chris tian ea ger ness, and the courage and the hope
that he de rived from the in spired pages made him a new man.”7

Read ing The Tes ta ment

“A Mr. Jay states that, be ing on the steamer which con veyed the gov ern men tal
party from Fortress Mon roe to Nor folk, af ter the de struc tion of the Mer ri mac,
while all on board were ex cited by the nov elty of the ex cur sion and by the in ci- 
dents that it re called, he missed the Pres i dent from the com pany, and, on look ing
about, found him in a quiet nook, read ing a well-worn Tes ta ment. Such an in ci- 
den tal rev e la tion of his re li gious habits is worth more than pages of for mal tes ti- 
mony.”8

Reads Bible Ev ery Morn ing

Cap tain Mix, the com man der at one time of Lin coln’s body guard, was fre quently
in vited to break fast with the fam ily at the “Home” res i dence. “Many times,” said
he, “have I lis tened to our most elo quent preach ers, but never with the same feel- 
ing of awe and rev er ence as when our Chris tian Pres i dent, his arm around his son,
with his deep earnest tone, each morn ing, read a chap ter from the Bible.”9

Af ter 1857 Mr. Lin coln sel dom made a speech which did not con tain one or
more quo ta tions from the Bible.
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Reads His Mother’s Bible

A lady stay ing at the White House says: “It was his cus tom when wait ing for
lunch to take his mother’s old worn-out Bible and lie on the lounge and read, and
one day he asked me what book I liked to read best, and I said, ‘I am fond of the
Psalms.’ ‘Yes,’ said he to me, ‘they are the best, for I find in them some thing for
ev ery day in the week.’”10

His Mother’s Wish
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“‘I would rather Abe would be able to read the Bible than to own a farm, if he
can’t have but one,’ said his godly mother. That Bible was Abra ham Lin coln’s
guide.”11

God’s Best Gift

Sep tem ber 7, 1864, a dep u ta tion of col ored peo ple from Bal ti more pre sented him
with a Bible. Lin coln replied:

In re gard to this Great Book, I have but to say, it is the best gift God has given
to man. All the good Saviour gave to the world was com mu ni cated through this
book. But for it we could not know right from wrong. All things most de sir able
for man’s wel fare, here and here after, are to be found por trayed in it. To you I re- 
turn my most sin cere thanks for the very el e gant copy of the great Book of God
which you present.*

Sec ond An nual Thanks giv ing Day

Oc to ber 20, 1864, Mr. Lin coln is sued a procla ma tion for a sec ond an nual Thanks- 
giv ing on the last Thurs day in No vem ber. It was in the same rev er en tial and de- 
vout tone as the first one. Since then our Pres i dents have fol lowed his ex am ple by
is su ing an an nual procla ma tion, set ting apart the last Thurs day of No vem ber as a
Na tional Thanks giv ing Day. It is as fol lows:

It has pleased Almighty God to pro long our na tional life an other year, de fend ing us with His
guardian care against un friendly de signs from abroad, and vouch saf ing to us in His mercy many
and sig nal vic to ries over the en emy, who is of our own house hold. It has also pleased our Heav enly
Fa ther to fa vor as well our cit i zens in their homes as our sol diers in their camps, and our sailors on
the rivers and seas, with un usual health. He has largely aug mented our free pop u la tion by eman ci- 
pa tion and by im mi gra tion, while he has opened to us new sources of wealth, and has crowned the
la bor of our work ing-men in ev ery de part ment of in dus try with abun dant re wards. More over, He
has been pleased to an i mate and in spire our minds and hearts with for ti tude, courage, and res o lu- 
tion suf fi cient for the great trial of civil war into which we have been brought by our ad her ence as
a na tion to the cause of free dom and hu man ity, and to af ford to us rea son able hopes of an ul ti mate
and happy de liv er ance from all our dan gers and af flic tions.
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Now, there fore, I, Abra ham Lin coln, Pres i dent of the United States, do hereby ap point and set apart
the last Thurs day of No vem ber next as a day which I de sire to be ob served by all my fel low-cit i- 
zens, wher ever they may then be, as a day of thanks giv ing and praise to Almighty God, the benef i- 
cent Cre ator and Ruler of the Uni verse. And I do fur ther rec om mend to my fel low-cit i zens afore- 
said, that on that oc ca sion they do rev er ently hum ble them selves in the dust, and from thence of fer
up pen i tent and fer vent prayers and sup pli ca tions to the great Dis poser of events for a re turn of the
in es timable bless ings of peace, union, and har mony through out the land which it has pleased Him
to as sign as a dwelling-place for our selves and for our pos ter ity through out all gen er a tions.*

Grate ful to God for Re elec tion

No vem ber 9, 1864, in re sponse to a ser e nade at the White House by a club of
Penn syl va ni ans, on the oc ca sion of his re elec tion, Mr. Lin coln said:

I am thank ful to God for this ap proval of the peo ple; but, while deeply grate ful for this mark of
their con fi dence in me, if I know my heart, my grat i tude is free from any taint of per sonal tri umph.
I do not im pugn the mo tives of any op posed to me. It is no plea sure to me to tri umph over any one,
but I give thanks to the Almighty for this ev i dence of the peo ple’s res o lu tion to stand by free gov- 
ern ment and the rights of hu man ity.*

No vem ber 10, 1864, in re sponse to an other ser e nade at the White House by the
var i ous Lin coln and John son clubs of the Dis trict, Mr. Lin coln said:

So long as I have been here I have not will ingly planted a thorn in any man’s bo som. While I am
deeply sen si ble to the high com pli ment of a re elec tion, and duly grate ful, as I trust, to Almighty
God for hav ing di rected my coun try men to a right con clu sion, as I think, for their good, it adds
noth ing to my sat is fac tion that any other man may be dis ap pointed or pained by the re sult.*

Lin coln the Com forter

On No vem ber 21, 1864, Mr. Lin coln wrote the fol low ing let ter to Mrs. Ly dia
Bixby, of Bos ton:12

Dear Madam: I have been shown in the files of the War De part ment a state ment of the Ad ju tant-
Gen eral of Mass a chu setts that you are the mother of five sons who have died glo ri ously on the
field of bat tle. I feel how weak and fruit less must be any words of mine which should at tempt to
be guile you from the grief of a loss so over whelm ing. But I can not re frain from ten der ing to you
the con so la tion that may be found in the thanks of the Re pub lic they died to save. I pray that our
Heav enly Fa ther may as suage the an guish of your be reave ment, and leave you only the cher ished
mem ory of the loved and lost, and the solemn pride that must be yours to have laid so costly a sac- 
ri fice upon the al tar of free dom.*
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What but a pi ous, de voted, con se crated heart, bear ing such stu pen dous bur dens,
could write such a pa thetic and per fect let ter of con do lence? This let ter should be
placed with that im mor tal twenty-line ad dress at Get tys burg, “the high-wa ter
mark of sen ten tious elo quence.” With these, also, place that won der ful sec ond in- 
au gu ral ad dress, “the most sub lime state pa per of the nine teenth cen tury.” These
three are suf fi cient to have crowned any man with im per ish able fame, but with
Lin coln they were but the fruits of in ward piety, pu rity, and sin cer ity.

“Most Pre sump tu ous Block head”

Mr. Noah Brooks tells of a con ver sa tion with the Pres i dent just af ter his sec ond
elec tion. In re ply to the re mark that he might re mem ber that in all these cares he
was daily re mem bered by those who prayed, not to be heard of men, as no man
ever be fore was re mem bered, he caught at the homely phrase and said, “Yes, I
like that phrase, ‘not to be heard of men,’ and guess it is gen er ally true, as you
say; at least, I have been told so, and I have been a good deal helped by just that
thought.” Then he solemnly and slowly added, “I should be the most pre sump tu- 
ous block head upon this foot stool if I had for one day thought that I could dis- 
charge the du ties which have come upon me since I came into this place with out
the aid and en light en ment of One who is stronger and wiser than all oth ers.”13

Go Away a Bet ter Man

At an other time he said cheer fully, “I am very sure that if I do not go away from
here a wiser man, I shall go away a bet ter man, for hav ing learned here what a
very poor sort of man I am.” Af ter ward, re fer ring to what he called a change of
heart, he said he did not re mem ber any pre cise time when he passed through any
spe cial change of pur pose, or of heart; but he would say, that his own elec tion to
of fice, and the cri sis im me di ately fol low ing, in flu en tially de ter mined him in what
he called a ‘process of crys tal liza tion’ then go ing on in his mind."14

Fourth An nual Mes sage to Con gress

It is wor thy of spe cial at ten tion that in ev ery an nual mes sage to Con gress
Mr. Lin coln be gins by an ac knowl edg ment of grat i tude to God and re liance upon
Him. In his mes sage, De cem ber 6, 1864, he be gins, “Again the bless ings of health
and abun dant har vests claim our pro found est grat i tude to Almighty God.”*
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Only His Duty

Only a few months be fore Mr. Lin coln died he was waited upon at the White
House by about two hun dred mem bers of the Chris tian Com mis sion and of fi cers
of the army, who had been hold ing their an nual meet ing, to thank him for what he
had done for the sol diers and sailors. Mr. George H. Stu art, of Phil a del phia, chair- 
man, made a short com pli men tary speech. Mr. Lin coln replied: “My friends, I
owe no thanks for what you have done. You owe no thanks for what I have done.
You have done your duty. I have done mine. Let us keep on do ing our duty, and
by the help of God we may yet save our coun try. I should be glad to take each of
you by the hand.” He passed around shak ing hands with all present. Bishop Janes
said, “Let us pray.” One who was present says: “We all fell on our knees, and
such a prayer as fol lowed sel dom has been heard on earth. Mr. Lin coln re sponded
heartily all the way through. It was next door to heaven in the White House that
day.”15

God’s Plans His Plans

On an other oc ca sion, re ply ing to cer tain min is ters of the Chris tian Com mis sion,
Mr. Lin coln said:16

If it were not for my firm be lief in an over rul ing Prov i dence, it would be dif fi cult for me, in the
midst of such com pli ca tions of af fairs, to keep my rea son on its seat. But I am con fi dent that the
Almighty has His plans, and will work them out; and, whether we see it or not, they will be the
best for us. I have al ways taken coun sel of Him, and re ferred to Him my plans, and have never
adopted a course of pro ceed ing with out be ing as sured, as far as I could be, of His ap pro ba tion. To
be sure, He has not con formed to my de sires, or else we should have been out of our trou ble long
ago. On the other hand, His will does not seem to agree with the wish of our en emy over there
[point ing across the Po tomac]. He stands the Judge be tween us, and we ought to be will ing to ac- 
cept His de ci sions. We have rea son to an tic i pate that it will be fa vor able to us, for our cause is
right.

In An swer to Prayer

Dr. John D. Hill, a well-known physi cian of Buf falo, was a mem ber of the San i- 
tary Com mis sion. At a meet ing of that or ga ni za tion in the White House one night
he con grat u lated Mr. Lin coln on hav ing orig i nated such a gi gan tic plan for the
care of the sick and wounded sol diers. Mr. Lin coln said:17
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You must carry your thanks to a Higher Be ing. One stormy night I tossed on my bed, un able to
sleep as I thought of the ter ri ble suf fer ings of our sol diers and sailors. I spent an hour in ag o niz ing
prayer to God for some method of re lief, and He put the San i tary Com mis sion in my mind, with all
its de tails, as dis tinctly as though the in struc tions had been writ ten out by pen and handed to me.
Here after, al ways thank your Heav enly Fa ther, and not me, for this or ga ni za tion, which has eased
so much pain and saved so many lives.



109

1. Lin coln, the Cit i zen, Henry C. Whit ney, 1908, p. 201.↩ 

2. 82 Lin coln’s Use of the Bible, S. Trevena Jack son, 1909, p. 8.↩ 

3. Cur tis, p. 387.↩ 

4. Harper’s Mag a zine, 1865, Vol. XXXI, p. 226, Noah Brooks.↩ 

5. Cur tis, p. 379.↩ 

6. Chit ten den, pp. 448-450.↩ 

7. Keck ley, p. 118.↩ 

8. Car pen ter (in Ray mond), p. 734. This in ci dent is taken out of its chrono log i- 
cal or der. It oc curred in 1862.↩ 

9. Car pen ter, p. 261.↩ 

10. Lin coln Scrap book, Li brary of Con gress, Mrs. Re becca R. Pomeroy, p. 54.
Re ferred to on p. 80 as “A Chris tian Nurse.”↩ 

11. Life and Times of Abra ham Lin coln, L. P. Brock ett, 1865, p. 743, Ser mon by
Rev. Joseph P. Thomp son, D.D., Broad way Taber na cle, New York City,
April 30, 1865.↩ 

12. There were two Bixby fam i lies in Mass a chu setts rep re sented in the war. Five
Bixbys were killed, and it was thought they were the sons of Mrs. Ly dia
Bixby. Af ter ward three of her sons re turned (she had six in the war). — "A
Rare Lin coln Let ter and Its Cu ri ous Story,’ ’ Bos ton Sun day Globe, April
12, 1908.↩ 

13. Harper’s Mag a zine, 1865, Vol. XXXI, p. Noah Brooks.↩ 

14. Harper’s Mag a zine, 1865, Vol. XXXI, p. Noah Brooks.↩ 

15. Hol land, p. 439.↩ 

16. Hol land, p. 440.↩ 

17. The Globe, New York City, Feb ru ary 13, 1911, Rev. Fer di nand C. Igle hart,
D.D. In a let ter to the au thor, he says: “Dr. Hill was a mem ber of my Of fi cial
Board at Del a ware Av enue M. E. Church, in Buf falo, while I was pas tor, and
one of the lead ing prac ti tion ers of the city. The in ci dent is ab so lutely au then- 
tic, as the story came di rectly from the lips of the re li able man to whom Lin- 
coln spoke the words of beauty and Chris tian faith.”↩ 



110

Lin coln and Church Mem ber‐ 
ship

Lin coln was al ways a reg u lar at ten dant at church af ter his re moval to
Spring field, Illi nois. His old neigh bors all tes tify to that. While he lived at
Spring field, Illi nois, he at tended the First Pres by te rian Church. When he be- 
came Pres i dent he and Mrs. Lin coln at tended reg u larly the New York Av- 
enue Pres by te rian Church. He was never a mem ber of any church. In a con- 
ver sa tion with Dr. Phineas D. Gur ley, his pas tor in Wash ing ton, he said that
he could not ac cept, per haps, all the doc trines of his Con fes sion of Faith,
“but,” said he, “if all that I am asked to re spond to is what our Lord said
were the two great com mand ments, to love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart and mind and soul and strength, and my neigh bor as my self, why, I
aim to do that.”1

Law And Gospel

Hon or able Henry C. Dem ing, a mem ber of Con gress from Con necti cut, re- 
lates that when asked why, with his marked re li gious char ac ter, he did not
unite with some church, Lin coln said:

I have never united my self to any church, be cause I have found dif fi culty in giv ing my as- 
sent, with out men tal reser va tion, to the long, com pli cated state ments of Chris tian doc trine
which char ac ter ize their ar ti cles of be lief and con fes sions of faith. When any church will
in scribe over its al tars, as its sole qual i fi ca tion for mem ber ship, the Saviour’s con densed
state ment of the sub stance of both law and gospel, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and thy neigh bor as thy self,” that
church will I join with all my heart and all my soul."

In tended To Make A Pub lic Pro fes sion
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In his later life, how ever, it seems that Mr. Lin coln re al ized his mis take and
in tended to make a pub lic pro fes sion. A Rev. Mr. Willits, ac cord ing to F. B.
Car pen ter, the artist, tells of a lady con nected with the work of the Chris tian
Com mis sion, who had oc ca sion to have sev eral in ter views with the Pres i- 
dent. One day Mr. Lin coln said to her: “Mrs. B, I have formed a very high
opin ion of your Chris tian char ac ter, and now, as we are alone, I have a mind
to ask you to give me, in brief, your idea of what con sti tutes a true re li gious
ex pe ri ence.” The lady stated that, in her judg ment, it con sisted of a con vic- 
tion of one’s own sin ful ness and weak ness, and per sonal need of the
Saviour for strength and sup port; a feel ing of the need of di vine help, and a
seek ing of the aid of the Holy Spirit for strength and guid ance; that these
were a sat is fac tory ev i dence of hav ing been born again." Mr. Lin coln was
silent and thought ful. Af ter a few mo ments he said, very earnestly: “If what
you have told me is re ally a cor rect view of this great sub ject, I think I can
say with sin cer ity that I hope I am a Chris tian. I had lived un til my boy
Willie died with out re al iz ing fully these things. That blow over whelmed
me. It showed me my weak ness as I had never felt it be fore, and if I can
take what you have stated as a test, I think I can safely say that I know
some thing of that change of which you speak; and I will fur ther add, that it
has been my in ten tion for some time, at a suit able op por tu nity, to make a
pub lic re li gious pro fes sion.”2

Mr. Henry C. Whit ney, an in ti mate and close friend of Mr. Lin coln, says,
“This state ment was made to an em i nent Chris tian lady, and may be re lied
upon as au then tic, and it shows con clu sively that Abra ham Lin coln was a
Chris tian.”3

Opin ion Of A Bo som Friend

Mr. Noah Brooks, news pa per cor re spon dent, bo som friend of Mr. Lin coln
from 1862 un til his death, and au thor of his bi og ra phy, writes De cem ber 31,
1872, as fol lows: “I have had many con ver sa tions with Mr. Lin coln, which
were more or less of a re li gious char ac ter, and while I never tried to draw
any thing like a state ment of his views from him, yet he freely ex pressed
him self to me as hav ing a hope of blessed im mor tal ity through Je sus
Christ… . Once or twice, speak ing to me of the change which had come
upon him, he said, while he could not fix any def i nite time, yet it was af ter
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he came here, and I am very pos i tive that in his own mind he iden ti fied it
about the time of Willie’s death. In many con ver sa tions with him I ab sorbed
the firm con vic tion that Mr. Lin coln was at heart a Chris tian man, be lieved
in the Saviour, and was se ri ously con sid er ing the step which would per son- 
ally con nect him with the vis i ble church on earth.” 4

Opin ion Of His Pas tor
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The Rev. Phineas D. Gur ley, D.D., Mr. Lin coln’s pas tor while Pres i dent,
writes: “I have had fre quent and in ti mate con ver sa tions with him [Lin coln]
on the sub ject of the Bible and the Chris tian re li gion, when he could have
had no mo tive to de ceive me, and I con sid ered him sound, not only on the
truth of the Chris tian re li gion, but on all its fun da men tal doc trines and
teach ings. And, more than that, in the lat ter days of his chas tened and weary
life, af ter the death of his son Willie, and his visit to the bat tle field of Get- 
tys burg, he said, with tears in his eyes, that he had lost con fi dence in ev ery- 
thing but God, and that he now be lieved his heart was changed and that he
loved the Saviour, and, if he was not de ceived in him self, it was his in ten- 
tion soon to make a pro fes sion of re li gion.”5

Hunger And Thirst Af ter Right eous ness

Mr. Lin coln once said to a friend: “I have read the beat i tudes of Je sus. I
have some times thought I might claim the ben e fit of the one that pro- 
nounces a bless ing upon those who hunger and thirst af ter right eous ness; if
that fails me, pos si bly I may come in among the peace mak ers.”6

Loves Je sus

Shortly be fore his death an Illi nois cler gy man asked Lin coln, “Do you love
Je sus?” Mr. Lin coln solemnly replied: “When I left Spring field I asked the
peo ple to pray for me. I was not a Chris tian. When I buried my son, the
sever est trial of my life, I was not a Chris tian. But when I went to Get tys- 
burg and saw the graves of thou sands of our sol diers, I then and there con- 
se crated my self to Christ. Yes, I do love Je sus.”7

“Ret i cent as he was, and shy of dis cours ing much of his own men tal ex- 
er cises, these few ut ter ances now have a value with those who knew him
which his dy ing words scarcely have pos sessed.”

Im mor tal Words
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In that re mark able and ever-mem o rable sec ond in au gu ral ad dress, de liv ered
at Wash ing ton, March 4, 1865, just six weeks be fore his death, he gave ut- 
ter ance to these sub lime and im mor tal words:

Both read the same Bible, and pray to the same God; and each in vokes His aid against the
other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just God’s as sis tance in wring- 
ing their bread from the sweat of other men’s faces; but let us judge not, that we be not
judged. The prayers of both could not be an swered — that of nei ther has been an swered
fully.

The Almighty has his own pur poses. “Woe unto the world be cause of of fenses! for it must
needs be that of fenses come; but woe to that man by whom the of fense cometh.” If we shall
sup pose that Amer i can slav ery is one of those of fenses which, in the prov i dence of God,
must needs come, but which, hav ing con tin ued through His ap pointed time, He now wills
to re move, and that He gives to both North and South this ter ri ble war, as the woe to those
by whom the of fense came, shall we dis cern therein any de par ture from those di vine at- 
tributes which the be liev ers in a liv ing God al ways as cribe to him? Fondly do we hope —
fer vently do we pray — that this mighty scourge of war may speed ily pass away. Yet, if
God wills that it con tinue un til all the wealth piled by the bond man’s two hun dred and fifty
years of un re quited toil shall be sunk, and un til ev ery drop of blood drawn with the lash
shall be paid with an other drawn with the sword, as was said three thou sand years ago, so
still it must be said, “The judg ments of the Lord are true and right eous al to gether.”

With mal ice to ward none; with char ity for all; with firm ness in the right, as God gives us to
see the right, let us strive on to fin ish the work we are in; to bind up the na tion’s wounds; to
care for him who shall have borne the bat tle, and for his widow, and his or phan — to do all
which may achieve and cher ish a just and a last ing peace among our selves, and with all na- 
tions.*

“These words show the Pres i dent still un touched by re sent ment, still broth- 
erly in his feel ings to ward the en e mies of the gov ern ment, and still pro- 
foundly con scious of the over rul ing power of Prov i dence in na tional af- 
fairs.” Well has it been said that it was a pa per whose Chris tian sen ti ment
and whose rev er ent and pi ous spirit has no par al lel among the state pa pers
of the Amer i can Pres i dents. “His mind and soul has reached the full de vel- 
op ment in a re li gious life so un usu ally in tense and ab sorb ing that it could
not oth er wise than ut ter it self in the grand sen tences of his last ad dress to
the peo ple. The knowl edge had come, and the faith had come, and the char- 
ity had come, and with all had come the love of God.”

Let ter to Thur low Weed
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In re ply to a let ter com pli ment ing him on the in au gu ral ad dress, Mr. Lin- 
coln writes to Thur low Weed on March 15, 1865, as fol lows:

Men are not flat tered by be ing shown that there has been a dif fer ence of pur pose be tween
the Almighty and them. To deny it, how ever, in this case, is to deny that there is a God gov- 
ern ing the world. It is a truth which I thought needed to be told, and, as what ever of hu mil i- 
a tion there is in it falls most di rectly on my self, I thought oth ers might af ford for me to tell
it.*

Quak er ess Pray ing with Him

Mr. F. B. Car pen ter re lates what was said by a gen tle man at a din ner party
in Wash ing ton dur ing Mr. Lin coln’s sec ond ad min is tra tion, in part as fol- 
lows: “I was up at the White House, hav ing called to see the Pres i dent on
busi ness. I was shown into the of fice of his pri vate sec re tary, and told that
Mr. Lin coln was busy just then, but would be dis en gaged in a short time.
While wait ing I heard a very earnest prayer, be ing ut tered in a loud fe male
voice in the ad join ing room. I in quired what it meant, and was told that an
old Quaker lady, a friend of the Pres i dent, had called that af ter noon, and
taken tea with the Pres i dent at the White House, and that she was then pray- 
ing with Mr. Lin coln. Af ter the lapse of a few min utes the prayer ceased,
and the Pres i dent, ac com pa nied by a Quak er ess not less than eighty years
old, en tered the room where I was sit ting.”8

A Strange Tri umphal En try

Ad mi ral Porter tells of Mr. Lin coln’s visit to Rich mond, Vir ginia, April 4,
1865, mak ing the trip by boat. There was a small house on the land ing, and
be hind it were some twelve ne groes dig ging with spades. Their leader was
an old man. He raised him self to an up right po si tion as we landed and put
his hands up to his eyes. Then he dropped his spade and sprang for ward.
“Bless de Lawd,” he said, “dere is de great Mes siah! I knowed him as soon
as I seed him. He’s been in my heart fo’ long yeahs, an’ he’s cum at las’ to
free his chillun from deir bondage — Glory, Hal lelu jah!” And he fell on his
knees be fore the Pres i dent and kissed his feet. The oth ers fol lowed his ex- 
am ple, the news spread, and in a few min utes Mr. Lin coln was sur rounded
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by a crowd of col ored peo ple, who had trea sured up the rec ol lec tions of him
caught from a pho to graph, and had looked to him for four years as the one
who was to lead them out of cap tiv ity.

Mr. Lin coln looked down at the poor crea tures at his feet; he was much
em bar rassed at his po si tion.

“Don’t kneel to me,” he said; “that is not right. You must kneel to God
only, and thank Him for the lib erty you will here after en joy.”

His face lit up with a di vine look as he said these words. In his en thu si- 
asm he seemed the per son i fi ca tion of manly beauty, and that sad face of his
looked down in kind ness upon these ig no rant blacks. He re ally seemed of
an other world… . The crowd of col ored peo ple was so great that the Pres i- 
dent could not pro ceed. At last he said:

“My poor friends, you are free — free as air. You can cast off the name
of slave and tram ple upon it; it will come to you no more. Lib erty is your
birthright. God gave it to you as He gave it to oth ers, and it is a sin that you
have been de prived of it for so many years. But you must try to de serve this
price less boon. Let the world see that you merit it, and are able to main tain
it by your good works. Don’t let your joy carry you into ex cesses. Learn the
laws and obey them; obey God’s com mand ments and thank Him for giv ing
you lib erty, for to Him you owe all things. There, now, let me pass on.”9

The Pres i dent and Cab i net in Prayer

“On the day of the re ceipt of the news of the ca pit u la tion of Lee, as we
learn from a friend in ti mate with the late Pres i dent Lin coln, the Cab i net
meet ing was held an hour ear lier than usual. Nei ther the Pres i dent nor any
mem ber was able, for a time, to give ut ter ance to his feel ings. At the sug- 
ges tion of Mr. Lin coln all dropped on their knees, and of fered, in si lence
and in tears, their hum ble and heart felt ac knowl edg ments to the Almighty
for the tri umph He had granted to the na tional cause.”10

The Res ur rec tion of Hu man Free dom

Colonel James M. Scovel, who, dur ing the Civil War, was a State sen a tor in
New Jer sey, tells this in ci dent about Lin coln: “The last time I saw him he
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had just re turned from Rich mond. He beamed and ra di ated with hap pi ness.
A few days af ter April 9, which was the day of the Ap po mat tox ap ple tree,
he caught me by both hands — a way he had when emo tion ally ex er cised
— and said (and I will re call these words in my dy ing hour):”Young man, if
God gives me four years more to rule this coun try, I be lieve it will be come
what it ought to be, what its Di vine Au thor in tended it to be — no longer
one vast plan ta tion for breed ing hu man be ings for the pur poses of lust and
bondage, but it will be come a new Val ley of Je hoshaphat, where all the na- 
tions of the earth will as sem ble to gether un der one flag, wor ship ing a com- 
mon God, and they will cel e brate the res ur rec tion of hu man free dom."11

“In God We Trust”

Hon or able Schuyler Col fax, Speaker of the Na tional House of Rep re sen ta- 
tives, in a memo rial ad dress, April 24, 1865, says: “Nor should I for get to
men tion here that the last act of Con gress ever signed by him was one re- 
quir ing that the motto, in which he sin cerely be lieved, ‘In God we trust,’
should here after be in scribed upon all our na tional coin.”12

His Last Speech

Mr. Lin coln de liv ered his last speech on April 11, 1865, in re sponse to a
ser e nade at the White House. In that, as in all his speeches, he shows a de- 
vout rev er ence and a sub lime trust in God. He said:

The evac u a tion of Pe ters burg and Rich mond, and the sur ren der of the prin ci pal in sur gent
army, give hope of a right eous and speedy peace, whose joy ous ex pres sion can not be re- 
strained. In the midst of this, how ever, He from whom all bless ings flow must not be for- 
got ten. A call for a na tional thanks giv ing is be ing pre pared and will be duly pro mul gated.*

The Last In ter ces sory Prayer

Three days be fore Mr. Lin coln’s death a Quaker lady was vis it ing him. He
asked her to pray with him, and she felt his hand trem ble upon hers like a
leaf. Af ter ward he said, “I feel helped and strength ened by your prayers.”13
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Re signed

Mr. Lin coln was fre quently warned of the dan ger of as sas si na tion. From the
day of his elec tion he seems to have ex pected it. A lit tle while be fore the
end he said, “I do not con sider that I have ever ac com plished any thing with- 
out God, and if it be His will that I must die by the hand of an as sas sin, I
must be re signed.”14

His Last Day

Hon or able Isaac N. Arnold says that Mrs. Lin coln told him that on the day
be fore his death Pres i dent Lin coln said to her:15

“Mary, we have had a hard time of it since we came to Wash ing ton; but now the war is
over, and, with God’s bless ing, we may hope for four years of peace and hap pi ness, and
then we will go back to Illi nois and pass the rest of our lives in quiet.”

His Last Words

The Rev. N. W. Miner, who was pas tor of the First Bap tist Church of
Spring field, Illi nois, and an old friend and neigh bor of Mr. Lin coln, writes
as fol lows: “Mrs. Lin coln in formed me that the last day he lived was the
hap pi est of his life. The very last mo ments of his con scious life were spent
in con ver sa tion with her about his fu ture plans, and what he wanted to do
when his term of of fice ex pired. He said he wanted to visit the Holy Land
and see those places hal lowed by the foot prints of the Saviour. He was say- 
ing there was no city he so much de sired to see as Jerusalem; and with the
words half spo ken on his tongue, the bul let of the as sas sin en tered the brain,
and the soul of the great and good Pres i dent was car ried by the an gels to the
New Jerusalem above.”16
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Tes ti mony of Friends

Is the ev i dence suf fi cient? Has the tes ti mony al ready pro duced left a sin- 
gle doubt in any one’s mind as to Lin coln’s re li gious be liefs and char ac ter?
While his own tes ti mony is the strong est and best upon which to base a
con clu sion, yet it can not be out of place to hear the opin ions of per sonal
friends and em i nent men who have made a care ful study of Lin coln’s char- 
ac ter.

Mr. William O. Stod dard

Mr. William O. Stod dard, his pri vate sec re tary, bears tes ti mony as fol lows:
“It may be noted, with out any sur prise what ever, that many in tel li gent per- 
sons who had as so ci ated with Lin coln in his ear lier years were never, to the
end, able to see any thing but what may be called their first men tal pho to- 
graphs of him, badly taken, on de fec tive neg a tives. These were at best but
sur face pic tures and con tained only some thing of the man as he was seen
be fore, say, the year 1858. One of his old est, most in ti mate pro fes sional as- 
so ciates and lat est bi og ra phers [Hern don], for in stance, was hardly ac- 
quainted with him at all [in his later life], for he did not see him af ter 1860.
[The last time was Feb ru ary 10, 1861.] That he was of God’s ap point ment
must be ap par ent to any man whose creed con tains a con fes sion of a liv ing
God, mind ful of hu man af fairs.”1

Hon or able Isaac N. Arnold

Hon or able Isaac N. Arnold, an in ti mate friend, for sev eral years a mem ber
of Con gress from Illi nois, in his Life of Lin coln, says: “No more rev er ent
Chris tian than he ever sat in the ex ec u tive chair, not ex cept ing Wash ing- 
ton… . From the time he left Spring field to his death he not only him self
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con tin u ally prayed for di vine as sis tance, but con tin u ally asked the prayers
of his friends for him self and his coun try… . Doubt less, like oth ers, he
passed through pe ri ods of doubt and per plex ity, but his faith in a Di vine
Prov i dence be gan at his mother’s knee, and ran through all the changes of
his life… . When the un be liever shall con vince the peo ple that this man,
whose life was straight for ward, clear, and hon est, was a sham and a hyp- 
ocrite, then, but not be fore, may he make the world doubt his Chris tian ity.”2

Fa ther Chiniquy

Fa ther Chiniquy, who knew Mr. Lin coln in Illi nois, and vis ited him sev eral
times in the White House, says: “Lin coln had spent a great part of his life at
the school of Christ, and had med i tated his sub lime teach ings to an ex tent
un sus pected by the world. I found in him the most per fect type of Chris tian- 
ity I ever met.”3

Bishop Simp son

Bishop Matthew Simp son, of the Methodist Epis co pal Church, who was
one of Mr. Lin coln’s most in ti mate min is te rial friends, says, “He be lieved in
Christ as the Saviour of sin ners, and I think he was sin cere in try ing to bring
his life in har mony with the pre cepts of re vealed re li gion.”4

Mr. John Hay

Mr. John Hay, who was one of Pres i dent Lin coln’s pri vate sec re taries, and
Sec re tary of State un der Pres i dent Roo sevelt, in an ad dress at the 100th an- 
niver sary of the New York Av enue Pres by te rian Church, Wash ing ton, D. C,
No vem ber 16, 1903, stand ing be side Pres i dent Roo sevelt in the Lin coln
pew, said: “What ever is re mem bered or what ever lost, we ought never to
for get that Abra ham Lin coln, one of the might i est mas ters of state craft that
his tory has known, was also one of the most de voted and faith ful ser vants
of Almighty God who have ever sat in the high places of the world. From
that dim and chilly dawn when, stand ing on a rail way plat form in Spring- 
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field, half veiled by fall ing snowflakes from the crowd of friends and neigh- 
bors who had gath ered to wish him God speed on his mo men tous jour ney,
he ac knowl edged his de pen dence on God and asked for their prayers, to that
sor row ful yet tri umphant hour when he went to his ac count, he re peated
over and over in ev ery form of speech his faith and trust in that Almighty
Power who rules the fate of men and na tions.”5

Ap proved of God

Pres i dent McKin ley, in a speech be fore the Mar quette Club in Chicago,
Feb ru ary 12, 1896, said con cern ing Lin coln: “The war had brought them
[the peo ple] and him [Lin coln] to a nearer re al iza tion of our ab so lute de pen- 
dence upon a Higher Power, and had quick ened his con cep tions of duty
more acutely than the pub lic could re al ize. The pur poses of God, work ing
through the ages, were, per haps, more clearly re vealed to him than to any
other.” Again he said: “He was the great est man of his time, es pe cially ap- 
proved of God for the work He gave him to do. His tory abun dantly proves
his su pe ri or ity as a leader, and es tab lishes his con stant re liance upon a
Higher Power for guid ance and sup port.”

In spired of God

Mr. Henry Wat ter son, in his ora tion be fore the Lin coln Union of Chicago,
Feb ru ary 12, 1895, on Abra ham Lin coln as a Man In spired of God, pays an
elo quent trib ute to Lin coln’s Chris tian faith and his fol low ing di vine guid- 
ance. Says he:

"Born as lowly as the Son of God, in a hovel; reared in penury, squalor, with no gleam of
light or fair sur round ings; with out graces, ac tual or ac quired; with out name or fame or of fi- 
cial train ing; it was re served for this strange be ing, late in life, to be snatched from ob scu- 
rity, raised to supreme com mand at a supreme mo ment, and en trusted with the des tiny of a
na tion.
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"The great lead ers of his party, the most ex pe ri enced and ac com plished men of the day,
were made to stand aside; were sent to the rear, while this fan tas tic fig ure was led by un- 
seen hands to the front and given the reins of power… . That, dur ing four years, car ry ing
with them such a weight of re spon si bil ity as the world never wit nessed be fore, he filled the
vast space al lot ted him in the eyes and ac tions of mankind, is to say that he was in spired of
God, for nowhere else could he have ac quired the wis dom and the virtue.

“Where did Shake speare get his ge nius? Where did Mozart get his mu sic? Whose hand
smote the lyre of the Scot tish plow man, and stayed the life of the Ger man priest? God,
God, and God alone; and as surely as these were raised up by God, in spired by God was
Abra ham Lin coln; and a thou sand years hence, no drama, no tragedy, no epic poem will be
filled with greater won der, or be fol lowed by mankind with deeper feel ing, than that which
tells the story of his life and death. If Lin coln was not in spired of God, then there is no such
thing on earth as spe cial prov i dence or the in ter po si tion of di vine power in the af fairs of
men.”

His Crown ing Glory

The Rev. Dr. Bishop, quoted be fore, who had spe cial op por tu nity to know
Mr. Lin coln’s re li gious be lief, ex claims: “Let the na tion know — let the
peo pled world that be held in him ‘the Great Com moner’; the in car na tion of
the ideal re pub lic, know — let the com ing gen er a tions, look ing back to him
as the rep re sen ta tive of the di vine idea of free gov ern ment, know that the
crown ing glory of Abra ham Lin coln was the grandeur of his Chris tian char- 
ac ter. His faith in the liv ing God was the supreme el e ment in his gi ant per- 
son al ity.”

1. The au thor called upon Mr. William O. Stod dard at his home in Madi- 
son, New Jer sey, on Feb ru ary 25, 1913. He in dorsed the quo ta tion as
given.↩ 

2. Arnold, pp. 446-8.↩ 

3. Chiniquy, p. 711.↩ 

4. Our Mar tyr Pres i dent: Voices from the Pul pit of New York and Brook- 
lyn — Fu neral Ora tion by Bishop Simp son, 1865, p. 404.↩ 

5. Cen ten nial Vol ume, New York Av enue Pres by te rian Church, Wash ing- 
ton, D. C, 1903, p. 97.

It is this pe riod to which we must date some of his deep est con vic- 
tions. In deed, his pas tor, Dr. Smith, seems to think that he was gen- 
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uinely con verted.↩ 
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A Trans fig ured Life

Lin coln has spo ken for him self with no un cer tain sound, and no man
dare dis pute it. His friends have borne tes ti mony. His ad mir ers have seen
and rec og nized his sub lime faith and trust in God. Through all of his life
there was a spirit of deep rev er ence. As the cares and re spon si bil i ties of life
and of pub lic duty came upon him with ever-in creas ing weight he grew
more and more into the im age of the Mas ter. Ev ery word and ev ery act of
his later life was cu mu la tive ev i dence that he was no longer con formed to
this world, but that he was be ing trans formed day by day into the sweet ness
and pu rity and per fec tion of the Fa ther. His whole life was a grad ual crys- 
tal liza tion of a soul into the mar velous beauty, trans parency, and glory of
Di vin ity Him self.

Re li gious De vel op ment

It is im pos si ble to an a lyze the de vel op ment of his re li gious life, but there
are marked stages which may be des ig nated as fol lows:

From 1809 to 1818, a pe riod of nine years, rep re sents his mother s train- 
ing. From 1818 to 1831, a pe riod of thir teen years, might be called drift ing.
The next four years, from 1831 to 1835, was the pe riod of ques tion ing.
Then for thir teen years, from 1835 to 1848, his re li gious life seem to be
char ac ter ized by in dif fer en tism. The ten years from 1848 to 1858 are char- 
ac ter ized by the hon est doubter seek ing the true light.f From 1858 to 1862,
a pe riod of four years, there are un mis tak able ev i dences of a great soul
com ing into full fel low ship with his Mas ter. The next three years, 1862 to
1865, he was, in the high est mean ing of the term, a true fol lower of Je sus
Christ. While the last months of his life are dis tinctly marked by the deep- 
en ing of his spir i tual life.
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Well Done

Lin coln de vel oped per fect trust in God. He was al ways a be liever in the ex- 
is tence of God. He was al ways rev er ent to ward the Bible. When a child, he
said his evening prayer at his mother’s knee:

Now I lay me down to sleep,
I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to keep.
If I should die be fore I wake,
I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to take.

When a lad, he re ceived a dy ing mother’s bless ing; when a young man, he
vowed to the “Eter nal God” that if the op por tu nity came he would give
slav ery a crush ing blow; when he ac cepted the nom i na tion for Pres i dent, he
im plored “the as sis tance of Di vine Prov i dence”; when elected, he saw in
the re sult “the prov i dence of God”; when he left his home at Spring field to
go to Wash ing ton, he de clared that “with out the as sis tance of the Almighty
I must fail”; when he de liv ered his in au gu ral ad dress, he ex pressed a “firm
re liance upon Him who has never yet for saken this fa vored land”; when the
bat tle of Get tys burg was rag ing, upon his knees he prayed “might ily” for
vic tory, and told the Lord “that this was His war, and our cause His cause”;
in his sec ond in au gu ral he de clared his “firm ness in the right as God gives
us to see the right”; in his last pub lic ad dress, three days be fore his death,
his first words were those of recog ni tion of Him “from whom all bless ings
flow”; the day be fore he was shot he said to his wife, “With God’s bless ing,
we may hope”; in the last con scious mo ment of his life, he ex pressed a de- 
sire to visit old Jerusalem and “see the places hal lowed by the foot prints of
the Saviour.”

He had in tended, as he said, to make a pub lic pro fes sion of re li gion by
unit ing with some church; but, alas! the pub lic pro fes sion was de ferred too
long. The as sas sin’s bul let came all too soon. “Af ter four tem pes tu ous
years, in the hour of vic tory, in an in stant, in the twin kling of an eye, as it
were, his ca reer crys tal lized into that pure white fame which be longs only
to the mar tyr for jus tice, law, and lib erty,” and he who had “felt the great
throb of the plain peo ple’s hearts ev ery hour that he was in the White
House,” the best-loved man that ever trod this con ti nent, was “trans lated by
a bloody mar tyr dom to his crown of glory, his soul soar ing up ward to the
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God from whom it sprang, hold ing in his right hand four mil lions of bro ken
fet ters,” clink ing mu sic more sweet and thrilling than harps of gold struck
with ce les tial hands, re ceiv ing the ap pro ba tion of the heav enly Fa ther
whom he loved, “Well done, thou good and faith ful ser vant. Thou hast been
faith ful over a few things; I will make thee ruler over many things. En ter
thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

“The great est char ac ter since Christ” — John Hay.
“He Was a Christ in Minia ture” — Tol stoy.
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)

En cour ag ing Chris tian Books
for You to Down load and En joy

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/103-gerberding-new-testament-conversions/
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