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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

 
HENRY EYSTER JA COBS (1844-1932) served as Pro fes sor of Sys tem atic

The ol ogy and Pres i dent of the Lutheran Sem i nary at Phil a del phia. He was
pres i dent of his church’s board of for eign mis sions, and edited the Lutheran
Church Re view, the Lutheran Com men tary, and the Lutheran Cy clo pe dia.
He wrote and trans lated many books.

 
The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes

good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

 

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]

Please have pa tience with us when you come across ty pos. Over time we
are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you would like to
send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they are cor rected.
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Pref ace

GET TYS BURG will live in his tory be cause of its as so ci a tion with Lin coln
even more than as the scene of the de ci sive bat tle of the Civil War. As time
passes, the de tails of bat tles in ter est chiefly stu dents of mil i tary sci ence.
Even vet er ans grow weary of re call ing the hor rors of the bat tle field, and
pre fer to glory in the end achieved, rather than in the painful ex pe ri ences
through which they have passed. So vast, too, has been the scale upon
which bat tles have been fought in the Great War that has re cently ended,
that those of pre ced ing wars have been dwarfed into rel a tive in signif i cance.
But the mem ory of Get tys burg will sur vive be cause of the in ter pre ta tion
given the bat tle by one who was not only the Com man der-in-chief of the
armies of the Union which there tri umphed, but also the great prophet of the
cause of civil and re li gious lib erty. The bat tle it self was only the pre lude to
the still might ier force that was trans mit ted in his telling words, which not
only sounded the ral ly ing cry for the fi nal strug gle of the war, on which the
fate of our na tion then hung, but which un in ten tion ally gave the sig nal for
the as ser tion through out the world of great prin ci ples that had hith erto been
sup pressed.

Nor will the care ful stu dent ever re call Lin coln with out rec og niz ing the
Get tys burg in ci dent as con dens ing within it self all that he else where spoke
and wrote and ac com plished. The mean ing of what had tran spired on the
first three days of July, 1863, with the thou sands of lives that had been sac- 
ri ficed, and the tens of thou sands that were en dur ing un told phys i cal suf fer- 
ing, and the count less homes through out the land that were dark ened be- 
cause they mourned loved ones, so filled his heart that he com pressed the
con vic tions of a life time and the an guish of the re spon si bil i ties he was then
bear ing, into a two min utes’ ad dress that has be come the most highly cher- 
ished clas sic that Amer ica has pro duced. The aim of what is pre sented in
the fol low ing pages is to treat of the his tor i cal set ting of the ad dress, to- 
gether with a study of the prin ci ples which un der lie it.
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1. The Place and the Peo ple

GET TYS BURG, be fore the great bat tle, was a com pactly built town of
some what over two thou sand in hab i tants. Most of the bor ough lay in a val- 
ley be tween hills that have since been ren dered fa mous. Two turn pikes, in- 
ter sect ing at the pub lic square (“the Di a mond”), formed the axis around
which the town had grown. If there had been but these two roads it is im- 
prob a ble that Get tys burg would ever have been known in his tory. But at the
edges of the town other roads ra di ated to in ter me di ate points of the com- 
pass, like spokes of a wheel. In the days of stage coaches and Con estoga
wag ons, be fore rail roads were built, it was a cen ter of travel and traf fic.
Within eight miles of Ma son and Dixon’s Line, its con nec tions with the
South were as close as those with the North; and it had some of the char ac- 
ter is tics of a south ern town. Bal ti more was only fifty-two miles dis tant on
the south east; Wash ing ton a lit tle over sixty miles to the south; while Phil a- 
del phia was one hun dred and four teen to the east, and Har ris burg thirty-six
to the north east.

The sur round ing coun try was not fer tile. The red shale rock lay close to
the sur face of the soil, with muddy roads for an ex traor di nar ily long pe riod
in spring and au tumn, and a tem per a ture in sum mer be long ing prop erly to a
much lower lat i tude.

The scenery about the town com pen sated for all other de fects. From
north to south west the Blue Ridge Moun tains de scribe the arc of a cir cle, at
a dis tance of from ten to fif teen miles. There was great va ri ety in the shad- 
ing, as when, on ex cep tion ally clear days, the usual blue was changed for
green, or, in the win ter, some times for weeks, for white; or when, in sum- 
mer, fore to ken ing an ap proach ing storm, thun der-heads of ev ery shape and
hue, gath ered about their sum mits in bat tle ar ray; or, as at all sea sons, the
sun sank to rest in all his glory. Where the moun tain line was bro ken, the
wooded heights of Gulp’s and Wolf Hills, and of the two Round Tops, of- 
fered an other type of scenery, scarcely less at trac tive.
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To wards the west ran an un fin ished rail road al most ready for the ties, de- 
signed to con nect East ern Penn syl va nia with the Bal ti more & Ohio, and
known, be cause of its many cir cuits in its ap proach to the moun tains, as
“The Tape Worm.” Thad deus Stevens had the credit or blame of be ing its
chief ad vo cate. Af ter the state had ex pended large ap pro pri a tions upon it, it
was aban doned, and re mained for some forty years a long stretch of waste
land, un til in an other gen er a tion it was com pleted.

The County of Adams, of which, when sep a rated from York, Get tys burg
be came in 1800 the county seat, was set tled chiefly by Scotch-Irish im mi- 
grants, who came to this lo cal ity in large num bers about 1740, and for a
long time were em broiled in con flicts with the Ger man set tlers on the east.
As a peace mea sure, York County was di vided, and the new county, com- 
posed chiefly of Fed er al ists, was named af ter the Fed eral Pres i dent, John
Adams. Among the fam i lies of Scotch ori gin, many of whose names have
been made prom i nent in the state and the na tion, through off shoots of the
same stock, were the Ag news, Al lisons, Bai leys, Bing hams, Cald wells,
Cas satts, Cham ber lains, Cobeans, Craw fords, Cun ning hams, Dun wood ies,
Dun cans, Gal loways, Gillilands, Hamil tons, Harpers, Homers, Linns, Lotts,
Mar shalls, McAl lis ters, Mc Cleans, Mc Clearies, Mc Clel lans, Mc Conaugh- 
ies, Mc Crearies, Mc Cul loughs, Mc Cur dies, Mc Far lanes, McIl hen nies, Mc- 
Nairs, McPher sons, Mc Sh er ries, Neelys, Pax tons, Porters, Rus sells, Scotts,
Stew arts, Thomp sons, Warn ers, Wills, Wilsons and With erows.

A sturdy and vig or ous peo ple, they were in tel li gent, in flex i ble in pur- 
pose, fond of ar gu ment, in fair cir cum stances, clan nish, aris to cratic, and
born ag i ta tors and politi cians. Their well-ed u cated pas tors did not shrink
from lead er ship in mat ters of state, as well as in those of the Church. Fol- 
low ing the ex am ple of Pres i dent With er spoon, of Prince ton, the one cler i cal
rep re sen ta tive among the sign ers of the Dec la ra tion of In de pen dence,
Rev. John Black, of the Marsh Creek Set tle ment, one of Prince ton’s ear li est
grad u ates, promi nently par tic i pated as del e gate in the mem o rable Penn syl- 
va nia Con ven tion of 1787, which in the face of fierce op po si tion adopted
the Con sti tu tion of the United States and was most in flu en tial in de ter min- 
ing its adop tion by the other states. From their farms a con stant stream of
their chil dren flowed to the town, and then from the town to the city or the
open ing West.

The Ger mans, ex celling them as farm ers, stuck more tena ciously to their
farms, and grad u ally pre pon der ated in the coun try dis tricts. But the lines of
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sharp dis tinc tion faded as all be came Amer i cans and re al ized the value of
their Amer i can cit i zen ship. Nor could the two streams flow side by side
with out in ter min gling. In ter mar riages were fre quent, re sult ing in a mixed
race, com bin ing the qual i ties of both par ents.

A small Dutch colony, that soon blended with the Scotch-Irish, had set- 
tled in the neigh bor hood of Hunter stown, five miles east of Get tys burg. At
York Springs, four teen miles to the north east, there was a flour ish ing
Friends’ set tle ment, well known for its anti-slav ery sym pa thy, and hav ing
the gen eral re pute of be ing an im por tant sta tion in the “Un der ground Rail- 
road,” by which fugi tive slaves es caped from Mary land and were car ried to
places of se cu rity in the North or in Canada.

The bar had been one of con spic u ous abil ity. Here Thad deus Stevens,
the leader in the United States House of Rep re sen ta tives dur ing the Civil
War, and the rad i cal anti-slav ery ag i ta tor, rose to promi nence. His pupil,
James Cooper, be came At tor ney Gen eral of Penn syl va nia and United States
Sen a tor. Among other law stu dents in his Get tys burg of fice were
Hon. Godlove S. Orth, af ter wards Min is ter to Aus tria, and Gov er nor Con- 
rad Baker, of In di ana. Ed ward McPher son, mem ber of Con gress, ed i tor of
the Phil a del phia Press, and for four teen years Clerk of the Na tional House
of Rep re sen ta tives, Pres i dent of the Na tional Re pub li can Con ven tion which
nom i nated Hayes for the pres i dency, an au thor and po lit i cal statis ti cian of
high re pute, was a na tive, and, through out nearly all his life, a cit i zen of
Get tys burg, ac tive in ev ery im por tant in ter est of the com mu nity.

The lo cal ity was an ed u ca tional cen ter long be fore the bor ough had been
char tered. The school was older than the town. The spa cious school house,
fall ing into de cay at the time of the bat tle, which stood at the foot of Ceme- 
tery Hill, at the in ter sec tion of the Em mits burg and Taney town roads, was
the home of Rev. Alexan der Dob bin in Colo nial times, within which min is- 
ters were trained for the As so ci ated Re formed Church, or pre pared for col- 
lege. In 1807 Rev. David Mc Conaughy, the Pres by te rian pas tor, af ter wards
Pres i dent of Wash ing ton Col lege, opened a gram mar school, which in time
was sup planted by “The Adams County Acad emy,” whose ed i fice was built
in 1810. Sev en teen years later this gave place to “The Get tys burg Gym na- 
sium,” which af ter five years was in cor po rated as “Penn syl va nia Col lege.”
These de tails are given to in di cate the lit er ary at mos phere of the place.

The Lutheran The o log i cal Sem i nary, whose build ings on the ridge di- 
rectly west of the town gave the name to Sem i nary Hill, was founded in
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1826, and in 1863 was still un der the pres i dency of the first pro fes sor,
Rev. Dr. S. S. Schmucker, with Rev. Drs. Charles Philip Krauth and Charles
F. Scha ef fer as his as so ciates. Hun dreds of min is ters had al ready pro ceeded
from its walls to all parts of the coun try.

The Get tys burg Gym na sium had been be gun in 1827, in or der to af ford
the nec es sary prepara tory train ing for the sem i nary, and when, in 1832, this
had be come Penn syl va nia Col lege, the build ings of the new col lege arose to
the north of the town. Thither not only a large con stituency sent their sons
for train ing, but for mer stu dents fre quently gath ered from both North and
South, to re vive the mem ory of col lege days. Up to the time of the bat tle,
and for years af ter ward, it aimed at noth ing more than the reg u lar clas si cal
course; but al though its fac ulty was small, and its pro fes sors over bur dened
with the mul ti tude of branches which each had to cul ti vate, nev er the less it
had es tab lished an ex cel lent rep u ta tion for the thor ough ness of the train ing
which it af forded. Among its grad u ates are the present Chief Jus tice of the
Supreme Court of Penn syl va nia, Hon. J. Hay Brown, and the present
Provost of the Uni ver sity of Penn syl va nia, Dr. Ed ward Fahs Smith. In 1863,
Dr. Henry L. Baugher, Sr., was its Pres i dent, with whom were as so ci ated as
pro fes sors, Drs. Michael Ja cobs, Mar tin Luther Sto ever, Fred er ick A. Muh- 
len berg and Charles F. Scha ef fer. The bat tle had scarcely ended when one
of its for mer pro fes sors, Gen eral Her man Haupt, a class mate at West Point
of Gen eral Meade, was on hand at his old home, su per in tend ing the re pair
of the rail road con nec tions of the Army of the Po tomac. The com mu nity
was as pa tri otic as it was in tel li gent. Be fore Adams County was formed,
when, dur ing the Rev o lu tion ary War, Phil a del phia had been oc cu pied by the
en emy, York, the county seat, was for nine months the cap i tal of the new
na tion. The Marsh Creek Set tle ment and other Adams County dis tricts con- 
trib uted their quota not only to the Rev o lu tion ary Army, but even in the
French and In dian War to the cam paign against Fort Duquesne.

In the con ven tion to rat ify the Fed eral Con sti tu tion, in 1787, presided
over by a Lutheran min is ter, Fred er ick Au gus tus Muh len berg, and in clud ing
on its roll such names as James Wil son and Ben jamin Rush and An thony
Wayne, the rep re sen ta tion of that por tion of York County which was to be- 
come Adams, was di vided be tween Rev. John Black, the Scotch-Irish Pres- 
by te rian pas tor, and Col. Henry Sla gle, who was prob a bly the cit i zen of
Ger man ori gin most prom i nent in pub lic af fairs. The county was named af- 
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ter the pa triot who sec onded the fa mous mo tion of Richard Henry Lee, that
“these colonies are and of right ought to be free and in de pen dent states.”

The first alarm of war to ag i tate the newly-founded town was on Au gust
26, 1814. Very early on a Sun day morn ing tid ings came that the British un- 
der Gen eral Ross had cap tured Wash ing ton and burned the pub lic build ings.
Strict as in this quiet place had hith erto been the ob ser vance of Sun day, it
was prob a bly the bell of the old court house that “im me di ately” brought the
cit i zens to gether into that quaint struc ture with its lofty steeple, which stood
in the cen ter of the square; where, re solv ing to raise forth with vol un teer
com pa nies of in fantry and cav alry to march to the de fense of Bal ti more,
they ap pealed to the Brigadier Gen eral of the dis trict, an el der in the
Lutheran Church, re sid ing on the north side of “the Di a mond,” to put them
in com mu ni ca tion with the Fed eral au thor i ties. “Ex presses” were sent both
to Sec re tary of War Arm strong, to Fred er ick, Md., and to Gov er nor Sny der
at Har ris burg, ask ing for arms, am mu ni tion and equipage. Sup plies com ing
from both sources with great prompt ness, en abled the Adams County
troops, march ing by way of West min ster, to take part in the de fen sive
move ment, which, if not re sult ing at North Point, Sep tem ber 12, in de ci sive
vic tory, ended, nev er the less, in the re tire ment of the in vader, with the loss
of the com mand ing gen eral. All honor to the sons of Adams County, who in
the com pa nies of Cap tains Alexan der Cobean, Alexan der Camp bell, T. C.
Miller and Fred er ick Eichel berger, took their places, at that cri sis, “on the
shore dimly seen through the mists of the deep.” Nearly a half cen tury later,
one who as a lad had been among their num ber, al though rapidly ap proach- 
ing his three score and ten, in com mand of a cav alry com pany of Home
Guards, was do ing what he could to stay the ad vance of the Con fed er ates
up the Cum ber land Val ley.
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2. The Pre lude to the Bat tle

THE TEM PO RARY ISO LA TION which Get tys burg ex pe ri enced when the build- 
ing of rail roads, dur ing the decade or more pre vi ous to 1863, di verted travel
and traf fic, was in ter rupted when the ne ces si ties of the Civil War brought
the old lines of com mu ni ca tion again into promi nence. The aca demic quiet
into which the town had passed when its in sti tu tions of learn ing and re li- 
gion had be come the main sources of in come, was rudely bro ken, as the old
roads which ra di ated from it be came the av enues over which troops were
moved. The Bal ti more turn pike was the real cen ter of the bat tle. If Gen eral
Lee and his army had reached it, the way to Bal ti more and Wash ing ton
would have been opened, and Gen eral Meade and his army would have
been com pletely cut off from the na tional cap i tal.

The prob lem of the lat ter was to pro tect Phil a del phia in such a way as
not to un cover Wash ing ton. This was ac com plished by a wise uti liza tion of
the roads west of the Bal ti more turn pike, run ning to the south and south- 
west of the town. Next to its roads its hills gave Get tys burg im por tance.
West of the Blue Ridge, which forms such a prom i nent fea ture of the land- 
scape, up the pic turesque Shenan doah Val ley, in Vir ginia, and its ex ten sion,
the fer tile Cum ber land Val ley, in Mary land and Penn syl va nia, the South ern
Army was mov ing. Its ad vance had passed Carlisle and threat ened Har ris- 
burg. The pre ced ing week a di vi sion had ac tu ally crossed the moun tain,
and, pass ing through Get tys burg and York, had reached the Sus que hanna,
op po site Co lum bia, and then ob structed by the burn ing bridge, re united
with their com rades to the north. East of the Ridge, and con cealed from the
en emy by it as a screen, the Union Army, first un der Hooker and then un der
Meade, was fol low ing the South ern Army, but on a par al lel line, so as to
pro tect both Wash ing ton and Bal ti more. The two com man ders were sin gu- 
larly un aware of the move ments of each other. Lee’s cav alry, un der Stu art,
had been sep a rated from the South ern Army for days, and failed to give aid.
The north ward limit of the south ern leader had, how ever, been reached. He
de ter mined to ad vance no far ther un til the where abouts of the North ern
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Army could be de ter mined. The ad vance was with drawn and a move ment
to con cen trate be gun. Lee’s plan, with the forces yet to fol low him, was to
move from Cham bers burg east ward, in stead of north ward, and, cross ing the
Blue Ridge, to cen ter on the foothills some eight miles west of Get tys burg,
while Early, who had ad vanced to Carlisle, was to move south ward to ward
Get tys burg. So close was the town to the south ern bor der that from the out- 
break of the war un til nearly a year af ter the close of hos til i ties it was in a
state of in se cu rity. Alarms of the ap proach of the en emy were fre quent.
Hosts of refugees, with their horses and mer chan dise, crowded the streets as
the South ern Army ad vanced to wards, and sev eral times even be yond, the
Po tomac. Mer chants re peat edly re moved their stocks of goods to safer quar- 
ters. Through out the nights home guards pa trolled the streets, ar rest ing sus- 
pi cious char ac ters. The alarm was sounded on one mem o rable night in the
very first month of the war, and threw the bor ough into as great fear as
Rome ex pe ri enced when the Goths and Van dals were at her doors. Timid
women were seen on the street bran dish ing the an ti quated firearms of a pre- 
ced ing gen er a tion.

The in va sion of Mary land, cul mi nat ing in the Bat tle of Anti etam, Sep- 
tem ber 17, 1862, brought the war into ad join ing coun ties on the other side
of the state line. Late the same year a bold raid of the south ern ers, stealth ily
pass ing to the rear of the Fed er als, not only crossed the moun tain, but sent
its pick ets to within six miles of Get tys burg. A lone Con fed er ate cav al ry- 
man, brought in as pris oner from a skir mish at “The Seven Stars,” was re- 
garded, as he was sent through the streets, with much cu rios ity. The quiet of
a bright Sun day af ter noon, the next day, was bro ken by the ar rival of rail- 
way trains laden with Fed eral troops, just one day too late to find their foes.
Oc ca sion ally, in the recita tion rooms of the col lege, the sound of ar tillery
fir ing in the dis tance could be heard, punc tu at ing a demon stra tion in conic
sec tions or in ter rupt ing the in ter pre ta tion of a pas sage in the Il iad with the
re minder of the changes which mod ern times have wrought in the modes of
war fare.

When, in June, 1863, the storm that had long been threat en ing seemed
likely to reach Penn syl va nia, a procla ma tion from the gov er nor warned of
its ap proach and made an ur gent ap peal for en list ments for an emer gency
force. The first re sponse in the state to this ap peal was from the stu dents of
Penn syl va nia Col lege, who promptly formed a com pany, of fered the cap- 
taincy to one of the stu dents in the The o log i cal Sem i nary, Cap tain Fred er ick
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Kline fel ter, who had al ready seen mil i tary ser vice, and, un der his com mand,
promptly re ported at Har ris burg, where a fu ture Pres i dent of Penn syl va nia
Col lege, Har vey W. McK night, was made ad ju tant of the reg i ment, and a
fu ture Pres i dent of Muh len berg Col lege, Theodore L. Seip, was de tailed as
clerk to the com mand ing gen eral, while Dr. E. J. Wolf, af ter wards pro fes sor
in the Get tys burg The o log i cal Sem i nary, and the fu ture Pro fes sor Matthias
H. Richards, of Muh len berg Col lege, served to gether as cor po rals. One of
the com pany, Sergeant G. W. Fred er ick, was a brevet colonel be fore the war
closed. Dr. T. C. Bill heimer, af ter wards pro fes sor in the Get tys burg The o- 
log i cal Sem i nary, was a pri vate. These in ci dents are wor thy of note as in di- 
ca tions of the pa tri otic spirit that pre vailed in the Get tys burg in sti tu tions, as
well as in the town and through out the coun try.

Dur ing the days of sus pense, while the two armies were grad u ally mak- 
ing their way north ward in par al lel lines, con cealed from one an other by the
Blue Ridge, the Phil a del phia City Troop, un der the com mand of Cap tain
Samuel J. Ran dall, af ter ward the dis tin guished Speaker of the Na tional
House of Rep re sen ta tives, was sent to Get tys burg and re con noi tered the
moun tain roads. This com pany was fol lowed some days later by the
Twenty-sixth Penn syl va nia Emer gency Reg i ment, which in cluded, as Com- 
pany A, the col lege com pany, as well as, in an other com pany, the fu ture
gov er nor of Penn syl va nia, S. W. Pen ny packer. On the Fri day pre ced ing the
bat tle the reg i ment was sent west ward, and nar rowly es caped sur prise and
dis as ter when it reached Marsh Creek, three miles be yond, but was ex tri- 
cated from its em bar rass ment, and af ter a skir mish with the en emy and the
loss of some of their num ber as pris on ers, fi nally, re treat ing north ward, en- 
tered the en trench ments at Har ris burg. The Con fed er ates were too in tent
upon reach ing Get tys burg to be di verted from their course.

Look ing from a gar ret win dow in the cen ter of the town we were able,
with the aid of a large glass used by the col lege for as tro nom i cal pur poses,
to catch the first sight of their ap proach as they de scended from the moun- 
tain by way of the Cham bers burg road. Much of the way was hid den by
Sem i nary Ridge, but we were able to reach the line at a higher el e va tion a
few miles be yond. First a Union scout in full re treat, and then a Con fed er ate
picket in pur suit, came into view. Soon fol lowed the cav alry, rid ing at full
speed, then the ar tillery and in fantry. Soon their cheers as they took pos ses- 
sion of the street were heard. When we fi nally gained suf fi cient courage to
ven ture where they were, we were sur prised by the cour te ous treat ment re- 
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ceived, as we sought an of fi cer and in quired con cern ing the fate of the
emer gency reg i ment. De tail ing a pri vate to con duct us to a group of our
friends whom they had cap tured, we were per mit ted to con verse with them
on the steps of Christ Church. Be yond burn ing a rail road bridge and the
freight de pot, no dam age was done; and by an early hour the next morn ing
the en emy had all de parted. They were has ten ing to richer fields, York and
the Sus que hanna, with prob a ble an tic i pa tions of reach ing Lan cas ter, if not
Phil a del phia.

For the next few days there was an omi nous calm. With rail road and
tele graphic lines de stroyed, the town was iso lated from the out side world.
Mails were ir reg u lar and un cer tain, daily pa pers were missed.

The funds of the bank and the goods of the mer chants had been re moved
to places promis ing more se cu rity. As to the po si tion of the two armies
there was much spec u la tion but no in for ma tion. Now and then a bearer of
dis patches would dash through with out re liev ing the sus pense. On Sun day
af ter noon a Fed eral cav alry brigade came in from Em mits burg, but af ter a
very brief stay left just as sud denly. Ev ery one was in a state of un cer tainty
and ex pectancy.

The Blue Ridge was well tim bered; but here and there clear ings were
dis tinctly vis i ble, from which smoke by day and fire by night could be seen,
be tray ing the camp fires of Con fed er ates gath er ing for an other de scent upon
the town.

On Thurs day, June 30, about 11 a.m., I was again at my watch-tower,
and sweep ing the Cham bers burg road with a glass, no ticed that some thing
in ter est ing was tran spir ing. On the sec ond hill in view, horse men were mov- 
ing, but the field was too short to en able one to learn more. But af ter a brief
pause they have de scended the ravine and are on the crest of Sem i nary
Ridge. Sev eral mounted of fi cers are clearly seen with their field-glasses
turned to the south west. Back of them is a piece of ar tillery. Still far ther in
the rear, as the line fell back into the hid den val ley, the heads of men and
horses could be seen. There is a long hes i ta tion; then a sud den with drawal
back again and out of sight. Within a minute or two there is great cheer ing
in the street be low me, which was in vis i ble from my ob ser va tory. Run ning
down stairs and out of the door, I am too late to see the head of the pro ces- 
sion. A di vi sion of Fed eral cav alry, un der Gen eral John Bu ford, has come
on the Em mits burg road, and halts, with its head rest ing at Cham bers burg
Street. Years af ter ward I learned that the Con fed er ate force I had seen near
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the sem i nary was Pet ti grew’s Brigade, which had ex pected to find shoes
and other sup plies in the town, but had seen through their glasses the ap- 
proach of Bu ford. Thus at noon on Thurs day the two armies had al most
stum bled upon each other trans versely, the Con fed er ates mov ing east ward
and the Fed er als north ward. But the bat tle was not to be fought that day.
Pet ti grew re tired three miles to the line of Marsh Creek. Bu ford was re- 
ceived in town with great re joic ing. His troops were fed in the streets with
the best that the town could fur nish. The bak eries were de pleted, and many
pail fuls of hot cof fee re lieved the thirst of these un ex pected de liv er ers.

That af ter noon I used the col lege glass from the cupola of the The o log i- 
cal Sem i nary. A most ex tended view of the sur round ing coun try re wards
ev ery vis i tor who climbs to that ob ser va tory. Thence I looked down on one
brigade of Bu ford’s di vi sion, en camped near Willoughby’s Run, while an- 
other was placed about a mile to the north of the col lege. The horses were
qui etly graz ing and the troops rest ing. But still more in ter est ing was what
could be seen on the cleared spots of the moun tain. The un usual clear ness
of the air brought to sight the masses of Con fed er ates there as sem bling. At
a dis tance of prob a bly ten miles the men stood in clear re lief by their fires
or moved among each other. Their wag ons with their white cov ers could be
counted. Since there were many such clear ings, and each one ex am ined
swarmed with men, there could be no doubt as to the for mi da ble num ber
which was ready to de scend upon us. Nev er the less, our op ti mistic tem per
per suaded us that in case they would ad vance far on our side of the moun- 
tain, the force of Gen eral Bu ford alone would read ily re pulse, if not cap ture
all. The bril liant sun set of that bright day was to thou sands who were en- 
camped near us the very last which they were to be hold. The crit i cal hour
was at hand. We now know that both Lee and Meade had each se lected an- 
other spot for the ap proach ing con flict. Lee had cho sen the heights above
Cash town or Hill town, where we could see his forces gath er ing, while
Meade had hoped to at tract his op po nent be low the Mary land line, along
Pipe Creek. But the ea ger ness of the lead ers of their ad vance, in try ing to
dis cover the other’s po si tion, had car ried both too far. Their van guards met,
and be came en tan gled in an en gage ment which nei ther could de cline.
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3. The Bat tle

A. The First Day

THERE WERE in re al ity two dis tinct bat tles about Get tys burg. There was one
on the first day to the west and north, which might with more ap pro pri ate- 
ness be called the Bat tle of Willoughby’s Run, a lit tle stream prom i nent
early in the day.

Fir ing, we were told, be gan at 4 a.m., as Bu ford’s pick ets en gaged those
of the en emy along Marsh Creek. For some hours it made no im pres sion in
the town. The peo ple were ac cus tomed to the muf fled sound of dis tant can- 
nonad ing. The pro fes sors of Penn syl va nia Col lege met the rem nants of their
classes as usual at 8 a.m. My fa ther had dis missed his class an hour later,
when he was called into ser vice by an of fi cer of the U. S. Sig nal Corps and
asked to ac com pany him to the cupola for the study of the sur round ing
coun try. With his classes in ge ol ogy, botany and sur vey ing he had of ten ex- 
plored the en tire field and was thor oughly fa mil iar with all its de tails. He
ac cord ingly in sisted upon the strate gic im por tance of Ceme tery Hill as the
key to the sit u a tion, and ad vised its prompt oc cu pa tion. Whether his opin ion
ever reached the corps com man ders and de ter mined the dis po si tion of the
forces we have no means of telling. On the one hand the strength of the po- 
si tion was such that one would think it would at tract any mil i tary eye. On
the other hand there was such great con fu sion shown on both sides in the
ini tial stages of the bat tle that in the sur vey of an en tirely strange coun try
the opin ion of a civil ian who knew ev ery acre of the ter ri tory cov ered may
have had un usual weight. The re sult cer tainly jus ti fied his mil i tary fore- 
sight.

Dur ing the night of June 30 the First Army Corps, un der Gen eral John F.
Reynolds, had en camped eight or ten miles south of Get tys burg. Both Bu- 
ford and Reynolds seemed to an tic i pate that un til the main body of the Fed- 
eral army would ar rive they would be at a great dis ad van tage. Shortly af ter
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9 a.m. the re port was cir cu lated that Gen eral Reynolds, an tic i pat ing street
fight ing, had or dered the cit i zens in the west ern part of the town to va cate
their homes. The or der was speed ily coun ter manded, as, in or der to spare
the town, he de cided to meet the en emy on less fa vor able ground on the
west, where Bu ford’s forces had spent the night. About 10 a.m. word came
that the First Corps was ap proach ing. I was for tu nate to be op po site the Ea- 
gle Ho tel when Gen er als Reynolds and Bu ford dis mounted, and, af ter a
brief rest, rode out the Cham bers burg road. They made their way to the
Sem i nary cupola, and, af ter thus gain ing a gen eral idea of the field, went
into ac tion.

It was an in ter est ing sight to watch from a fa vor able spot the First Corps
as it left the Em mits burg road on the out skirts of the town, and, form ing un- 
der cover of Sem i nary Hill, in front of the MacMil lan or chard, marched di- 
ag o nally to the crest, and past the house built by Gen. Her man Haupt, into
the thick of the bat tle. The fir ing is now ter rific. The roar of can non, the rat- 
tle of mus ketry, the shock of shells, the murky clouds that gath ered to the
west, the sti fling odors that filled the air, the rush of or der lies through the
streets, tell of the progress of the bat tle. The east ern slope of the hill is
crowded with re serve cav alry await ing or ders. Soon streams of wounded
be gin to pour through the streets, mostly able to help them selves, while oth- 
ers rested on the shoul ders of com rades. Then came the am bu lances; and
soon the tid ings of the death of Reynolds. The open ing of the en gage ment
was fa vor able to the Fed eral troops. An en tire Con fed er ate brigade, with its
com man der at its head, was sent back to the rear as pris on ers. Gen eral
Howard soon ar rives to suc ceed Reynolds, and sur veys the field from the
Fahne stock res i dence.

But the Fed eral gain now meets a check. The Con fed er ates are strongly
re in forced. The fir ing to the north be comes sharp. We have won on the
right, but the left is threat ened. The south ern gen er als, Early and Ewell, are
reach ing the field from Carlisle and the neigh bor hood of Har ris burg. But to
the re lief of our hardly pressed left wing the Eleventh Corps rushes for ward
from the south on quick time. They come from Taney town and dash into ac- 
tion past the grounds of Penn syl va nia Col lege and the hills be yond. A wave
of cheers heard from far in the rear fol lows a blond of fi cer who rushes on,
with his horse on the gal lop, to the very front. Stein wehr’s di vi sion is left on
Ceme tery Hill. The rest strive in vain to check the Con fed er ate on set. The
left is com pletely turned and the Fed eral line sweeps back ward, not on a
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run, but with a brisk walk, the ar tillery cov er ing the re treat with an abun- 
dance of grape sent into the foes as they press af ter them.

On the Con fed er ates press, un til Stein wehr’s pres ence on Ceme tery Hill
checks the pur suit and saves the Fed eral army from com plete dis as ter. If the
re sult of the first day’s bat tle be es ti mated by the dam age in flicted on the
Fed eral lines, it was a sig nal de feat. But if it had been Reynolds’s ob ject
sim ply to hold the Con fed er ates back un til the main body of the Fed er als
could reach the field in time to de fend the ap proach to Bal ti more, his death
and the heavy losses of the two army corps were not in vain.

Shortly af ter 4 p.m. the Con fed er ates had pos ses sion of all the town ex- 
cept the south ern ex trem i ties of Bal ti more and Wash ing ton Streets, close to
the Fed eral line of de fense at the Ceme tery. They were ju bi lant. They
speed ily lev eled the fences, in or der to pro vide for the freest move ment of
their forces. A Geor gia brigade held our street. Its field of fi cers were gen- 
tle men who by their af fa bil ity made the cit i zens feel that un til there would
be an other dis po si tion of troops they had noth ing to dread. They showed no
in so lence to wards those whom they had de feated. The town was one vast
hos pi tal. The churches were full of wounded. The sem i nary was a Con fed- 
er ate and the col lege a Fed eral hos pi tal. Many pri vate dwellings held men
of both armies. The tem per a ture, for tu nately, was mild, the ther mome ter at
the max i mum be ing only 74. The bat tle was fought with the sky ob scured
by clouds through out the whole day, and the wind blow ing steadily from the
south. Night fell, and on its damp air were wafted the cries of the un cared-
for on the field. The dead lay on the pave ments and in the streets for days.

That night was a busy one for both armies, as only a small pro por tion on
both sides were en gaged on the first day; and the dis po si tions were yet to be
made for what was, prop erly speak ing, to be the real Bat tle of Get tys burg.

The reader may pic ture to him self two con cen tric horse shoes, or fish- 
hooks. These rep re sent the two lines of this great en gage ment, as they ran
on two ridges, dis tant from each other from three-quar ters of a mile to a
mile. Stu dents in ge ol ogy used to hear these ridges ex plained in the class
room as trap dikes of vol canic ori gin within a red shale ba sis, that were el e- 
vated by some pre his toric con vul sion. At sev eral points, par tic u larly at the
Round Tops and Culp’s Hill, they rise to sev eral hun dred feet. The larger
Round Top is in re al ity a con i cal moun tain. The in ner ridge, upon which the
Fed eral troops were sta tioned, is much higher than the outer one, oc cu pied
by the Con fed er ates. The front and cen ter of the Fed eral line at the ceme- 
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tery was pointed and faced di rectly the ap proach from town by way of Bal- 
ti more Street. Thence the Fed eral line was to the south west nearly three
miles, and ter mi nated in the steep sum mit of Round Top, while on the other
side it ended in the un du lat ing sides of Culp’s Hill, ris ing above Rock
Creek. On the west side it looked down on the lower el e va tion of Sem i nary
Ridge and an ex tended in ter ven ing plain. From the rock of these ridges the
farm ers had built fences for their fields, pro vid ing the Fed eral forces in ad- 
vance with a rock breast work of long stand ing. The in ner ridge was not
only the higher, but the Fed eral com man der could send re in force ments from
the one wing to the other sim ply across the di am e ter of the in ner horse shoe
or Greek Omega (Ω), while the Con fed er ate com man der, to ac com plish the
same end, was com pelled to march his forces along the cir cum fer ence of his
line. All the ad van tages of po si tion were thus on the Fed eral side. This line
pro tect ing the Bal ti more Pike would have to be bro ken by Lee or he would
have to re treat. Meade had no need to at tack, but sim ply to stand on the de- 
fen sive and in vite his ad ver sary to beat him self to pieces on this front.
Against this ram part the south ern hosts were hurled, and, af ter dis play ing a
brav ery the world has rarely equaled, ceased their ef forts from sheer ex- 
haus tion.

B. The Sec ond Day

The sec ond day’s fight did not be gin un til 4 p.m. All morn ing troops were
ar riv ing and the lines on both sides fixed and strength ened. Early that morn- 
ing an ob server at the cor ner of Mid dle and Wash ing ton Streets could have
seen a line of men in gray aligned for a pur pose not spec i fied in the man ual
of arms. As a prepa ra tion they were silently read ing from their New Tes ta- 
ments. It is need less to say that we could not but be in spired with re spect
for such en e mies. Only on the re treat of the Fed er als on the first day was
there fight ing by our home; but stray bul lets were fre quently pass ing un- 
com fort ably near. A Con fed er ate was killed on our cel lar door; a ball, pierc- 
ing a shut ter, fell on the floor within. The stock of pro vi sions was rapidly
ex hausted by the needs of the troops, and the cit i zens lived on the scant i est
al lowance.

The long pe riod of sus pense was at last bro ken by a sud den and star tling
fire to the south. This, we af ter wards learned, marked the fa mous at tempt of
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Gen eral Sick les to straighten the line and ad vance it nearer Sem i nary Ridge.
He had acted on his own re spon si bil ity, and came near mak ing a dis as trous
blun der. Sher fey’s Peach Or chard gained a name in his tory from the ter ri ble
con test raged around it as the bat tle wave swept south ward, push ing its ex- 
trem ity be tween the two Round Tops. Lit tle Round Top pre sented, with its
rugged and then al most tree less face, a more com mand ing po si tion than its
neigh bor ing height, which is re ally a moun tain. If the Con fed er ates would
have oc cu pied it their ar tillery would have com manded the en tire Fed eral
left. As the en emy ad vanced to take it, the Penn syl va nia Re serves, un der
Gen eral Craw ford, charged down the hill, push ing their op po nents not only
from its slope, but from the ravine be neath, which, with its enor mous gran- 
ite boul ders, af forded sharp shoot ers pro tec tion. In the di vi sion thus en gaged
was a com pany re cruited at Get tys burg. One of its men is re ported to have
been wounded on his own farm.

The Fed eral right had been weak ened, in or der, dur ing the ter rific en- 
gage ment pro voked by Sick les, to strengthen the left. Ewell, avail ing him- 
self of this cir cum stance, made a more de ter mined at tack. What was known
as the right cen ter lay on the north ern front of Ceme tery Hill, di rectly across
the en trance to Ev er green Ceme tery. It was the very citadel of the Fed eral
strength. The more prom i nent Fed eral bat ter ies were here. Be low its steep
side, to the north east, was a corn field, hid ing within its dense stalks the ap- 
proach to the meadow be neath. Cov ered by night fall and this veil, the “Lou- 
i si ana Tigers” crept to the foot of the hill, al most sur prised the gun ners, and,
when the guns could not be used, en gaged their de fend ers in a hand-to-hand
con test. But re lief was at last brought from the left, and the shat tered Con- 
fed er ates with drew. “It was worse,” they said, “than Malvern Hill.”

Mean while just as crit i cal an en gage ment was in progress still far ther on
the right. The ex treme right rested on Culp’s Hill, which was thor oughly
wooded, with Rock Creek and the “Third Swamp” at its base. It was a long
hill, and the best en gi neer ing skill had, dur ing the night of the first day,
erected a net work of strong breast works, for which the dense oak and hick- 
ory trees af forded am ple ma te rial. The line, five to six feet high, with its
trenches, wound around the hill, so as to pro tect it, if needed, by cross-fir- 
ing. The ap proach at the end near Span gler’s Spring was gen tle. Upon these
for ti fi ca tions John ston’s di vi sion of Ewell’s corps flung it self. Night had al- 
ready fallen. The mus ketry, in its way, was al most as ter rific as the ar tillery
fir ing of the next day. So in tense was it that in places the trees in front of



24

the Fed eral lines were killed, and their dead limbs with dried leaves, raised
like arms to heaven, gave the ravine the name of the Val ley of Death.

The Fed er als were so se curely pro tected that their loss was small, while
their brave en e mies, per sis tent in their at tempts, lay in heaps be fore the
breast works. The far thest right, how ever, had been aban doned by the Fed- 
eral troops, when needed on the left. Here the Con fed er ates en tered with out
any se ri ous con flict, and slept for the night, ig no rant that they had ac tu ally
turned the Fed eral right, and that the Bal ti more road was close by them.

C. The Third Day

The Fed eral com man der gave them no time to dis cover by day light what
they had gained; but with break of day at tacked them, spend ing hours in
grad u ally forc ing them away.

From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. there was an other lull. The en gage ment on the
ex treme right in the morn ing was not felt in town, or to any great de gree on
the field. The whole forenoon was rel a tively quiet. Af ter an ob ser va tion
from the cupola of Penn syl va nia Col lege, Gen eral Lee ar ranged for a fi nal
ef fort to break through the Fed eral lines. The left cen ter of the Fed eral lines,
held by the Sec ond Army Corps, un der Gen eral Han cock, oc cu pied the
most ex posed po si tion on the Fed eral lines, south west of the ceme tery. It
was im me di ately op po site the right and south ern side of Sem i nary Ridge.
Be tween the two there was a broad, open plain, with few in ter rup tions of
trees or build ings. A con spic u ous point on Han cock’s front was a group of
young trees, known as the “clump of bushes.” The plan of the Con fed er ate
com man der was to con cen trate upon this point the fire of all his ar tillery,
and to fol low this by the mass ing of his in fantry on the same place. There
were no walls to bat ter down; the can non shot had to fall on the ground or
be car ried far be yond through the un ob structed space.

It was a sul try day. The sky was par tially clear. The ther mome ter at 2
p.m. reg is tered 87. At pre cisely 1.07 p.m. the sig nal gun sounded; then
came a sec ond; and then a ter rific crash. For over an hour, from north,
north west and south west, the Con fed er ate bat ter ies con cen trated their fire
on the Fed eral left cen ter. The Fed eral guns joined in “the di a pa son of the
can non ade.” Such a sym phony never had been heard be fore. My fa ther
quoted Rev. 10:4, “Seven thun ders ut tered their voices.” It was not one con- 
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fused up roar; but each gun had its in di vid u al ity, and the ex plo sions were
dis tin guish able. There was first the dis charge of the gun; then the scream of
the shell rush ing through the air, and then the re port as it burst, car ry ing de- 
struc tion and death in its path way, break ing down walls or tear ing hor rid
trenches in the ground. The two sides were also ca pa ble of recog ni tion. An
el derly lady sit ting near us kept count of each shot with the words, “Ours,”
“theirs,” “ours,” “theirs.” A great gun at the ceme tery led the weird cho rus.
When it would rest to cool, the ques tion was in vol un tary, “Si lenced?”; and
then again the tense strain would be re lieved as its deep, gruff voice would
once more wake the echoes.

But af ter awhile the Fed eral guns be gin to slacken. We fear the worst.
But, no. They are at it once more. But the in ter vals be come longer. The cho- 
rus fades out.

Slowly, more slowly, still more slowly. At last all have ceased. But the
si lence that en sues is por ten tous. There seems to be such art in it as to jus- 
tify the in fer ence that an im por tant move is about to be ex e cuted.

My fa ther, has ten ing to the gar ret, turns his glass on the Con fed er ate
right. He sees, on Sem i nary Ridge, a long line of men form ing, sup ported
by an other; and, at last, their on ward march, in mag nif i cent ar ray, to ward
the Fed eral line. He watches its steady ad vance un til it is hid den by in ter- 
ven ing build ings. Then comes the sound of ar tillery and the crash of smaller
arms. The din is re sumed, but the tone is not so loud. It is not long un til,
through the wrecked corn field, strag glers are seen al most stealth ily re turn- 
ing, a sin gle bat tle flag, a few hun dred men, sev eral mounted of fi cers. I was
called to share the sight.

This was the fa mous charge of Pick ett. It was re ally no charge, but the
de lib er ate march of the brave Con fed er ate troops over a plain where for
nearly a mile they were in full view of the Fed eral troops, upon whom they
ad vanced. It looked as though noth ing could stand be fore such mag nif i cent
courage. Lee had been so ac cus tomed to the readi ness of the Fed er als to re- 
tire be fore the march of the Con fed er ates, that he had not cal cu lated upon
the prob a bil ity of changed con di tions, where the Fed eral army stood on
north ern soil, and re joiced in a new com man der, in whom it had pe cu liar
con fi dence. The dis agree ment be tween Lee and the corps com man der of the
doomed di vi sion, Longstreet, is a mat ter of his tory. Longstreet’s re peated
protests were un heeded, and he rode away from the sum mit of the ridge
when the death march across the plain be gan, that he might be spared the
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sight of what he felt must be the in evitable re sult. Lee also is re ported to
have can didly ac knowl edged, as he wel comed back the few who re turned,
“It is all my fault.”

Nev er the less, it is a se ri ous ques tion as to what ad van tage even the gain- 
ing of the Fed eral line would have been, since the con for ma tion of the
coun try is such that a line equally strong could have arisen in its rear.

All through that night there were move ments of troops through the
streets, in di cat ing very soon that the Con fed er ates were on the re treat. At
day break of Sat ur day, July 4, the streets were de serted, al though a few
hours later we were in formed of the pres ence of pick ets, who re mained the
rest of the day at the en trance to the town and amidst the heavy show ers of
rain at tempted to reach with their fire any Fed er als who came within range.
Even on Sun day, the 5th, the peril con tin ued, and early on that day Gen eral
Howard passed our house with one of his staff mor tally wounded from an
am bus cade on the Hager stown road. This, how ever, was only a cover for
the pre cip i tate flight of the Con fed er ates to wards the Po tomac then oc cur- 
ring. If Gen eral Meade could have fallen en er get i cally upon the re treat ing
army be fore it could have crossed the Po tomac, the war would have ended
two years sooner. But the Fed eral troops had al ready been put to the great- 
est strain in forced marches, and days of fight ing; and there is an end to hu- 
man en durance.



27

4. Get tys burg’s Great est Day —
No vem ber 19, 1863

The Na tional Ceme tery

IN HIS GET TYS BURG ORA TION Mr. Ev erett quotes the Duke of Welling ton as
say ing that “next to a de feat the sad dest thing is a vic tory.” The bat tle had
ended on Fri day, July 3. Amidst the heavy down pour of rain on Sat ur day
(over an inch and a third had fallen dur ing the af ter noon and night) the en- 
emy was con stantly with draw ing his troops, un der cover of an un bro ken
line of de fense on Sem i nary Ridge. The hor rors of the field passed all de- 
scrip tion. For weeks hun dreds of horses re mained un buried. Around the
small house on the Taney town road, where Gen eral Meade had his head- 
quar ters, I counted no less than fif teen. The wounded re quired so great at- 
ten tion, with houses, churches and barns largely oc cu pied, that the dead
were nec es sar ily ne glected. Six thou sand were killed in ac tion, and ev ery
day hun dreds more died in the hos pi tals. The sol diers of both armies ten- 
derly laid their com rades to rest in hastily pre pared graves. But the Fed eral
dead of the first day’s fight were un cared for by the en emy, who were in
pos ses sion of the field. Even where the dead were buried it was of ten done
most su per fi cially. It was not un usual for them to have no more pro tec tion
than a foot or two of hastily thrown earth, with their names writ ten in pen cil
on a rude head board from a piece of a cracker box. Many graves were un- 
marked, and in the en deavor to iden tify the miss ing many graves were
opened and left in con fu sion. The time was ap proach ing, also, when the
farm ers would plow the fields for the next year’s crop. An in flu en tial cit i- 
zen, David Wills, Esq., af ter wards judge of the Adams County Court,
within a few days of the bat tle urged the im por tance of gath er ing the Fed- 
eral dead into one ceme tery; and Gov er nor Curtin, on July 24, gave the
project his of fi cial en dorse ment. In Au gust a piece of ground, cov er ing sev- 



28

en teen acres, was pur chased for this pur pose. It was the choic est spot on the
en tire field, with a mag nif i cent view, ex tend ing for many miles, seen from
its gen tle but com mand ing height. Within three months the re moval of the
dead was com pleted, and the grounds were laid out so as to as sume the gen- 
eral ap pear ance fa mil iar to all vis i tors to day.

No vem ber 19 was fi nally fixed as the date for the ded i ca tion. Hon. Ed- 
ward Ev erett was in vited to de liver the ora tion, and Pres i dent Lin coln to
per form the act of con se cra tion, or, as the re quest ran, “to set apart these
grounds to their sa cred use by a few ap pro pri ate re marks.”

Lin coln At Get tys burg

The rail road au thor i ties planned that the Pres i dent should leave Wash ing ton
early on the morn ing of the 19th, reach ing Get tys burg shortly af ter noon
and re turn ing that evening. This plan did not meet with the Pres i dent’s ap- 
proval, who justly thought that such a hur ried visit would de tract from the
dig nity and solem nity of the oc ca sion. How ever ex act ing his en gage ments,
he felt that the rush of busi ness should pause while he at tended the fu neral
of thou sands who had given their lives in de fense of their coun try.

Ac cord ingly, he ar ranged to reach Get tys burg on the evening of the 18th.
His train was de layed, and a large crowd had gath ered at the lit tle de pot on
Carlisle Street, await ing his ar rival. Among them was Mr. Ev erett, who had
spent the day study ing the field.

On his ar rival, Mr. Lin coln, with other mem bers of his party, was taken
at once to the res i dence of Mr. Wills. This was a large three-story dou ble
house on the south east cor ner of the Di a mond and York Street, where
Mr. Ev erett was also en ter tained. Hon. William H. Se ward, the Sec re tary of
State, was in a neigh bor ing house on the Di a mond.

Time was scarcely given Mr. Lin coln for sup per — those were not the
days of Pull man din ing-cars — un til a band ser e naded him and a large con- 
course of peo ple were clam orous for his ap pear ance. They were not dis ap- 
pointed. He was will ing to be seen and heard, but was un will ing to make a
speech. The in ci dent was char ac ter is tic of Mr. Lin coln.

“I ap pear be fore you, fel low-cit i zens,” he said, “to thank you for the
com pli ment. The in fer ence is a fair one that you would hear me for awhile,
at least, were I to com mence to make a speech. I do not ap pear be fore you
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for the pur pose of do ing so, and for sev eral sub stan tial rea sons. The most
sub stan tial of these is that I have noth ing to say. (Laugh ter.) In my po si tion
it is some what im por tant that I should not say fool ish things.”

A voice: “If you can help it.”
Mr. Lin coln: “It very of ten hap pens that the only way to help it is to say

noth ing at all. (Laugh ter.) Be liev ing that is my present con di tion this
evening, I must beg you to ex cuse me from ad dress ing you fur ther.”

Mr. Se ward was then pre vailed upon to speak, but by some strange fa tu- 
ity seemed to take it for granted that those whom he ad dressed had been
south ern sym pa thiz ers. He ex pressed his grat i tude that “You are will ing to
hear me at last.” There is, we think, a trace of his hav ing been ap prised of
what Mr. Lin coln was to say the next day in the words, “We owe it to our
coun try and to mankind, that this war shall have for its con clu sion the es- 
tab lish ment of democ racy… With this prin ci ple, this gov ern ment of ours,
the freest, the best, the wis est and hap pi est in this world, must be, and, so
far as we are con cerned, prac ti cally, will be im mor tal.”

The nine teenth of No vem ber was an ideal fall day. There was scarcely a
cloud in the sky. The ther mome ter stood at its max i mum at 52, just warm
enough to pre vent a chill, and yet cool enough to be slightly brac ing. The
Army of the Po tomac was too much oc cu pied with the en emy to be rep re- 
sented on the oc ca sion by any large num ber of its troops. A cou ple of reg i- 
ments, how ever, headed the pro ces sion that moved sharply at 10 a.m., un der
the com mand of Ma jor-Gen eral Couch, out Bal ti more Street to the junc tion
with the Em mits burg road, and thence, by way of the Taney town road, to
the west ern en trance of the ceme tery, while those not in the pro ces sion en- 
tered di rectly from Bal ti more Street, through the main en trance.

Stand ing on the up ward slope of Bal ti more Street, near the ap proach to
the ceme tery, and look ing on the front of the pro ces sion, the cheers of the
crowd lin ing the side walks told me of the ap proach of the Pres i dent. On all
sides he was greeted with en thu si asm. With ap pre cia tive smiles and con tin- 
ual bows, “the tallest and grand est man in the pro ces sion” ac knowl edged
the many cries of wel come, such as “Hur rah for old Abe!”; “We are com- 
ing, Fa ther Abra ham.” He tow ered above ev ery one, and his gi gan tic pro por- 
tions seemed to be mag ni fied by the shape of the odd high silk hat that he
wore. Why an ab nor mally small horse was given him to mount was hard to
un der stand. In case the steed be came frac tious it looked as though the Pres i- 
dent could sim ply plant his feet on the ground and let it pass from un der.
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About fif teen thou sand peo ple had as sem bled in the ceme tery. The ar- 
range ments, which had been well made, were car ried out to the let ter. The
prayer, by Thomas H. Stock e ton, D.D., of Phil a del phia, the chap lain of the
United States House of Rep re sen ta tives, was more prop erly an elo quent
rhap sody, most aptly ex pressed by a min is ter whose dig ni fied ap pear ance
com manded high re spect.

Ed ward Ev erett

Then came the for mal ora tion by Hon. Ed ward Ev erett. There was but one
opin ion, and that was that of all men in the na tion Mr. Ev erett was the one
man to make the ad dress. In his youth a fa mous Bos ton preacher; for ten
years Pro fes sor of Greek, and af ter wards Pres i dent of Har vard; a cul ti vated
scholar and a stu dent and ex pounder of the Greek mod els of or a tory; United
States Sen a tor, Min is ter to Eng land, Sec re tary of State, the in ti mate friend
of Eng lish men of let ters, he had at tained a high place among his coun try- 
men. As the or a tor of the semi-cen ten nial cel e bra tions of the open ing bat- 
tles of the Rev o lu tion ary War, in the pres ence of many of their sur vivors, he
con nected the present with the past, Get tys burg with Lex ing ton and Con- 
cord and Bunker Hill. There lived in the mem ory of the Amer i can peo ple
the great ser vice he had ren dered only shortly be fore the out break of the
Civil War, in trav el ing, at his own charges, over the land, and re peat ing for
one hun dred times an ora tion on Wash ing ton, and, with its pro ceeds, en- 
abling the as so ci a tion of women, or ga nized for the pur pose, to pur chase Mt.
Ver non for its preser va tion to fu ture gen er a tions. From a de feated can di date
for the vice-pres i dency on one of the tick ets op pos ing Mr. Lin coln, he had,
when the elec tion had been de cided, thrown him self with ar dor into the sup- 
port of the Union cause, and in ad vo cacy of Mr. Lin coln’s pol icy had de liv- 
ered an other great ora tion scores of times through out the cities of the North.
His ap pear ance was most im pos ing. Snow-white hair, del i cately curled,
over shad owed an in tel lec tual fore head, form ing a strik ing con trast to his
pierc ing black eyes. His dress was no tice ably hand some. In ev ery re spect he
had the bear ing of the pol ished and cul ti vated gen tle man. Mr. Emer son once
said that what Per i cles had been to Athens, Mr. Ev erett was to the New
Eng land of his day. Mr. Lin coln, in Jan u ary, 1865, a few days af ter Mr. Ev- 
erett’s death, said of him: “His life was a truly great one, and I think that the
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great est part of it was that which crowned its clos ing years.” He spoke with- 
out a scrap of man u script, in a clear, sweet, res o nant voice. The one de fect
of the de liv ery seemed to be that it was too stud ied. Ev ery sen tence was
thor oughly elab o rated; the em pha sis and even the ges tures seemed to have
been pre de ter mined. Nor was it deemed at the time as hav ing failed to ful- 
fill the high ex pec ta tions that had been formed con cern ing what it would be.
It was a model of clas si cal or a tory, meet ing fully a high aca demic stan dard.
An ed i to rial of The Press, of Phil a del phia, of the next day says: “It needs
nei ther com pli ment nor in tro duc tion; it is com plete and per fect.” “It is well
for Mr. Ev erett’s fame that, in the full ness of his pow ers and to ward the
close of a ca reer so rich in in tel lec tual tri umphs, such an op por tu nity should
have been of fered him. Not only his friends but the friends of our lit er a ture
should be proud of it… . It seems to have been in tended for the fu ture rather
than for the present, and, no doubt, Mr. Ev erett, stand ing be fore the vast
throng on Ceme tery Hill, looked be yond it to the years when men will read
more calmly than now the records of the war.” The sug ges tion was made
that it be in tro duced as a text book through out the schools of the coun try.

But there are rea sons why it is al most for got ten. The or a tor had at- 
tempted too much. An open air ad dress of one hour and fifty-seven min- 
utes’ length could scarcely hold the close at ten tion of thou sands, most of
whom were stand ing on the cold ground; least of all when a large por tion of
the ad dress was more philo soph i cal than or a tor i cal and the nu mer ous clas si- 
cal al lu sions were lost on the mul ti tude. The in tense ac tiv ity of life and
thought in tro duced by the Civil War de manded more, di rect and in ci sive
modes of ad dress. As of fi cially pub lished it has no less than three in tro duc- 
tions. Un less our mem ory be greatly in fault — and its im pres sions are con- 
firmed by the news pa per re ports of the ora tion pub lished the next day —
the open ing sen tences in the of fi cial edi tion were pref aced to it only when it
was pre pared, af ter de liv ery, for per ma nent preser va tion. These sen tences,
how ever, so cor rectly de scribed the scene upon which the or a tor looked,
and are so beau ti fully ex pressed, that any one fa mil iar with the spot must ap- 
pre ci ate the ad di tion:

“Stand ing be neath this serene sky, over look ing these broad fields now
repos ing from the labors of the wan ing year, the mighty Al leghe nies tow er- 
ing be fore us, the graves of our brethren be neath our feet, it is with hes i ta- 
tion that I raise my poor voice to break the elo quent si lence of God and na- 
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ture. But the duty to which you have called me must be per formed. Grant
me, I pray you, your in dul gence and your sym pa thy.”

The au di ence was won der fully pa tient; but ev i dences of weari ness could
not be en tirely sup pressed, and I took ad van tage of the move ment to find a
place di rectly in front of the plat form, where I stood very near to where
Pres i dent Lin coln was seated.

An Elo quent Per ora tion

Mr. Ev erett has just reached the per ora tion:
“And now, friends, fel low-cit i zens of Get tys burg, and you from re moter

states, let me again, as we part, in voke your bene dic tion on these hon ored
graves… . God bless the Union; it is dearer to us for the blood of the brave
men who have been slain in its de fense. The spots on which they stood and
fell; these pleas ant heights; the fer tile plain be neath them; the thriv ing vil- 
lage whose streets so lately rang with the strange din of war; the fields be- 
yond the ridge, where the no ble Reynolds held the ad vanc ing foe at bay,
and, while he gave up his own life, as sured by his fore thought and self-sac- 
ri fice the tri umph of the two suc ceed ing days; the lit tle streams which wind
through the hills, on whose banks in af ter times the won der ing plow men
will turn up, with the rude weapons of sav age war fare,1 the fear ful mis siles
of mod ern ar tillery; Sem i nary Ridge, Peach Or chard, Culp and Wolf Hills,
Round Top, Lit tle Round Top, hum ble names, hence for ward dear and fa- 
mous — no lapse of time, no dis tance of space will cause you to be for got- 
ten.”

As in these words Mr. Ev erett was clos ing his ora tion, Mr. Lin coln, I
thought, was show ing some of that ner vous ness which, ac cord ing to Ci cero,
char ac ter izes all suc cess ful or a tory. His mind ev i dently was not on what
Mr. Ev erett was say ing, but on his own speech. He drew from his pocket a
metal lic spec ta cle case and ad justed a pair of steel glasses near the tip of his
nose. Then, reach ing into the side pocket of his coat, he pro duced a crum- 
pled sheet of pa per, which he first care fully smoothed and then read for a
few mo ments. By this time Mr. Ev erett had reached his fi nal pe ri ods:

“Surely I would do no in jus tice to the other no ble achieve ments of the
war, which have re flected such honor on both arms of the ser vice and have
en ti tled the armies and the navy of the United States, their of fi cers and men,
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to the warm est thanks and the rich est re wards which a grate ful peo ple can
pay. But they, I am sure, will join me in say ing, as we bid farewell to the
dust of these mar tyr-he roes, that where so ever through out the civ i lized
world the ac counts of this great war fare are read, and down to the lat est pe- 
riod of recorded time, in the glo ri ous an nals of our com mon coun try, there
will be no brighter page than that which re lates The Bat tles of Get tys burg,”

The Great Ad dress

Mr. Lin coln’s notes had been re placed in his pocket, but his spec ta cles re- 
mained in po si tion. A dirge was then sung. Ev ery eye and ear were strained
as the Pres i dent arose, a ma jes tic fig ure, in all the state li ness of his of fice
and with the solem nity which be fit ted the oc ca sion, not to de liver an ora tion
but to for mally ded i cate the grounds. It was a sad hour. Any tu mul tuous
wave of ap plause would have been out of place. The en tire bear ing of
Mr. Lin coln showed how deeply he re al ized the se ri ous ness of the act. It
grieved him that there were many thou sands who re garded him as per son- 
ally re spon si ble for the deaths which the ex er cises of the day called to
mind. At no time more than when he stood be fore the newly-made graves
of Get tys burg did the in jus tice of this charge so op press him. His sole ef- 
fort, there fore, was to con vince the world of the over whelm ing im por tance
of the prin ci ple for which the war was waged and the he roes of the bat tle
had fallen and his own life was be ing spent. The deep feel ing of the
speaker, com bined with mas ter ful self-con trol and firmly set pur pose, made
a pro found im pres sion. There was some thing so un usual in the tones of his
voice and in his mode of ad dress, that long be fore those present were ready
to weigh his words he had fin ished. His re marks were lim ited to nine sen- 
tences. The sud den ness with which he ended was al most star tling. The first
few lines of the ad dress were spo ken with out, notes. Then grad u ally draw- 
ing them from his pocket, he held in both hands the sheet on which they
were writ ten, mak ing em phatic ges tures, not with his hands, which were
pre oc cu pied, but by bow ing from side to side with his body. All told there
were only two hun dred and fifty words spo ken, and just two min utes’ time
were oc cu pied in their de liv ery. But rarely has the same amount of thought
and ar gu ment been com pressed within the same com pass.
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We add the text, as of fi cially pub lished, with the marks of ap plause as
re ported in the news pa per ac counts. The fact of the re peated ap plause we
well re mem ber, al though we could not, with out the mem o randa then made,
ven ture to lo cate it. The more im por tant vari a tions are brack eted:

"Four score and seven years ago our fa thers brought forth upon this con- 
ti nent a new na tion, con ceived in lib erty and ded i cated to the propo si tion
that all men are cre ated equal. (Ap plause.) Now we are en gaged in a great
civil war, test ing whether that na tion or any other na tion so con ceived and
so ded i cated can long en dure. We are met on a great bat tle field of that war.
We are met to ded i cate a por tion of it [that field] as the fi nal rest ing-place of
those who here gave their lives that that na tion might live. It is al to gether
fit ting and proper that we should do this.

But in a larger sense we can not ded i cate, we can not con se crate, we can- 
not hal low this ground. The brave men, liv ing and dead, who strug gled
here, have con se crated it far above our [poor] power to add or de tract. (Ap- 
plause.) It is for us, the liv ing, rather to be ded i cated here to the un fin ished
work that they have thus far so nobly car ried on [ad vanced]. (Ap plause.) It
is rather for us to be here ded i cated to the great task re main ing be fore us —
that from these hon ored dead we may take in creased de vo tion to the cause
for which they here gave the last full mea sure of de vo tion — that we here
highly re solve that these dead shall not have died in vain; that the na tion
shall un der God have a new birth of free dom, and that gov ern ment of the
peo ple, by the peo ple, and for the peo ple, shall not per ish from the earth."
(Long ap plause. Three cheers for the Pres i dent and the Gov er nors of the
states.)

Char ac ter is tics Of The Ad dress

That the ma jor ity of those present did not no tice his man u script or the odd
way in which it was han dled or his awk ward ges tures, is not re mark able.
The per son al ity of the speaker and the force of his words caused all else to
be over looked. To them, for the mo ment, it was a greater priv i lege to look
upon that strong and kindly face, “the fa ther of his coun try, the pulse of
twenty mil lions throb bing in his heart, the thought of their minds ar tic u lated
by his tongue” (Emer son).
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The thought of the ad dress was not new. The the ory of gov ern ment
enun ci ated, viz., the sovereignty of the peo ple, had John Locke as its ex- 
pounder in the sev en teenth cen tury, and is rooted still far ther back in the fa- 
mous Re cess of Spires, a cen tury and a half ear lier. At the be gin ning of the
four teenth cen tury, Mar sil ius of Padua, in his “De fen sor Pacis,” had boldly
pro claimed this doc trine. Mr. Lin coln’s ar gu ment is enun ci ated not as the
fruit of la bo ri ous in ves ti ga tion, or as a plan for the re con struc tion of so ci ety
evolved from his in ner con scious ness, such as those of which the twen ti eth
cen tury is so pro lific. On the con trary, he lays down cer tain ax iomatic prin- 
ci ples, rec og nized as the fun da men tal law by the founders of Amer i can in- 
de pen dence, and then, upon the as sump tion that these prin ci ples are thor- 
oughly es tab lished and well known to his hear ers, makes an earnest ap peal
to their con sciences. The in di vid u al ity of the speaker be comes ap par ent in
the mode of pre sen ta tion. There is not a su per flu ous word. Ev ery stroke
tells. Later gen er a tions must in ter pret the ad dress in the light of his con fes- 
sion con cern ing the men tal dis ci pline to which as a youth he had sub jected
him self, as on more than one oc ca sion he paced the floor of his hum ble
sleep ing-room far into the night, and could not think of sleep ing un til he
had solved the prob lem with which he was strug gling, and re duced his an- 
swer to clear, ex act and con densed state ment. An en emy of all vague and
desul tory think ing, he not only be came a mas ter of the art of ex pres sion, but
all the in ten sity of his na ture was di rected, in this ad dress, upon one ob ject,
and that is the sub lime cli max with which it ends — the fo cus in which all
its rays blend.

No com par i son was made at the time be tween the two ad dresses. Each
speaker was re garded as hav ing fully met the ex pec ta tions that had been
awak ened by the pub lished pro gram and by the open ing prayer of the chap- 
lain, who had ven tured to char ac ter ize in ad vance the two ad dresses,
Mr. Ev erett’s as “the pa thetic elo quence of ven er a ble wis dom,” and the
Pres i dent’s as “the hon est trib ute of our Chief Mag is trate.” But the im por- 
tance of the lat ter con stantly grew. It was strong in what it omit ted as well
as in what it de clared. There is noth ing in it con cern ing the abo li tion of
slav ery, upon which Mr. Se ward had, in his doorstep ad dress of the pre ced- 
ing evening, shown such readi ness to des cant, nor con cern ing the fal lacy of
the the ory of states’ rights main tained by the Con fed er ates, against which
Mr. Ev erett had ar gued at length. Nor does he in a sin gle word de nounce the
men of the South. These, in Mr. Lin coln’s opin ion, were sec ondary, and not
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fun da men tal is sues. He con fines him self, there fore, to the real bone of con- 
tention be neath all the other ques tions.

Nor must an other prom i nent char ac ter is tic of Mr. Lin coln’s ad dress be
over looked. Both Mr. Ev erett, and Mr. Se ward in his less for mal ad dress,
fol low ing closely or a tor i cal mod els, em pha sized the first per son sin gu lar. A
great or a tor is as a rule a great ego tist. But Mr. Lin coln’s ad dress is with out
an “I” or a “me.” He is one with those to whom he speaks. Nor is his “we,”
the “we” which is mod estly used for an “I.” He speaks as the rep re sen ta tive
of the au di ence. “We are en gaged in a great civil war,” “We are met on a
great bat tle field,” “We can not ded i cate this ground,” “It is for us to be ded i- 
cated,” “That we here highly re solve.” The rep re sen ta tive of the peo ple
must speak in the lan guage of the peo ple. As it was their cause and not his
own that he was men tion ing; as it was their war and not his own — ex cept
as he was one of them — that was be ing waged, so the act of ded i ca tion
was one in which, in his opin ion, his per son al ity counted for lit tle, ex cept as
it ex pressed their will. The the ory of gov ern ment main tained in the ad dress
finds ex pres sion even in its rhetoric. There is a com plete har mony be tween
the thought and the form in which it is clothed, “He is so em i nently our rep- 
re sen ta tive man, that, when he speaks, it seems as if the peo ple were lis ten- 
ing to their own think ing aloud.” (Low ell, “My Study Win dows,” p. 176.)

Mr. Ev erett wrote to the Pres i dent the next day: “I should be glad if I
could flat ter my self that I came as near the cen tral idea of the oc ca sion in
two hours as you did in two min utes,” and Mr. Lin coln an swered: “In our
re spec tive parts yes ter day, you could not have been ex cused to make a short
ad dress, nor I a long one. I am pleased to know that, in your judg ment, the
lit tle I did say was not en tirely a fail ure.”

Since 1863, the most em i nent or a tors of the coun try have spo ken at the
many cel e bra tions held in the same ceme tery, but none has re ceived more
than tem po rary no tice. Within a few days of de liv ery their ora tions have
been for got ten. For, to all time, there is but one Get tys burg ora tion.

Mr. Lin coln’s judg ment, so trust wor thy on all sub jects, was for once de- 
ceived when in his mod esty he de clared, “The world will lit tle note nor long
re mem ber what we say here, but it can never for get what they did here.”
For long as the world will re mem ber what the he roes who fell and the he- 
roes who sur vived did at Get tys burg, will they re mem ber also the in ter pre- 
ta tion of their heroic acts made there by Pres i dent Lin coln.
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The bene dic tion pro nounced on this mem o rable oc ca sion by Pres i dent
Baugher, of Penn syl va nia Col lege, is wor thy of preser va tion:

“O Thou King of kings and Lord of lords, God of the na tions of the
earth, who, by Thy kind prov i dence hast per mit ted us to en gage in these
solemn ser vices, grant us Thy bless ing. Bless this con se crated ground and
these holy graves. Bless the Pres i dent of these United States and his cab i- 
net. Bless the gov er nors and the rep re sen ta tives of the states here as sem bled
with all needed grace to con duct the af fairs com mit ted into their hands, to
the glory of Thy name and the great est good of the peo ple. May this great
na tion be de liv ered from trea son and re bel lion at home, and from the power
of en e mies abroad. And now may the grace of our Lord Je sus Christ, the
love of God our heav enly Fa ther, and the fel low ship of the Holy Ghost be
with you all. Amen.”

1. The al lu sion is to the ar row heads and other relics of the North Amer i- 
can In di ans, that were for merly abun dant in the “Third Swamp,” along
Rock Creek, at the base of Gulp’s Hill.↩ 
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5. Lin coln’s Rul ing Prin ci ples of
States man ship

Note. — For the study of the topic of this chap ter we es pe cially com mend the vol ume in
the fa mil iar se ries of “Ev ery man’s Li brary,” en ti tled, “Speeches and Let ters of Abra ham
Lin coln, 1832-65. Edited by Mer win Roe, New York: E. P. Dut ton & Co.” It con tains a
very ex cel lent in tro duc tion by Lord Bryce. It should be widely used in our schools and col- 
leges and be in the hands of ev ery in tel li gent Amer i can cit i zen.

PROB A BLY NO NA TIVE AMER I CAN has ex erted a wider in flu ence than Abra ham
Lin coln. His dis tinc tion is not that of Wash ing ton, as a calm and wise ad- 
min is tra tor in a great cri sis, but be yond this, as the ex pounder of great prin- 
ci ples brought to ex pres sion in the an guish of a ter rific strug gle. When he
fell, by the hand of an un bal anced ac tor, the world had only be gun to ap pre- 
ci ate the worth of his char ac ter and the value of his ser vices. The high est
trib utes then passed seem now very fee ble. A long per spec tive was needed,
that he might be seen in a true light. So hum ble was his birth and so plain
his speech and so mod est his claims for him self, that his clos est friends did
not re al ize what this many-sided man was. Un trained in the learn ing of the
schools, but with a mind sin gu larly dis ci plined by ex haust less ef forts to
mas ter most dif fi cult prob lems, a quick ob server, an acute thinker, a saga- 
cious philoso pher, a mas ter of the art of ex pres sion in lan guage of clas si cal
pu rity, en dowed with deep and ten der sym pa thies, with a wide out look, an
in flex i ble stan dard of jus tice, a never fail ing fund of hu mor, an ex alted aim
and an in sa tiable love of truth, and, when a great cause was at stake, reck- 
less of self, he was a prophet, with a prophet’s con scious ness of a mis sion, a
prophet’s pre vi sion of the fu ture, and a prophetic voice di rected to com ing
gen er a tions and scat ter ing seed thoughts which to day are ger mi nat ing all
over the world. His strength lay, not in the orig i nal ity of the truths upon
whose recog ni tion he in sisted, but in forc ing upon the at ten tion and im- 
press ing upon the con science of his con tem po raries what had been long
known and long for got ten.



39

There were three most im por tant con tri bu tions which he made to con- 
struc tive po lit i cal sci ence in Amer ica. It was his of fice not so much to for- 
mu late as to co or di nate the three prin ci ples of na tional unity, states’ rights
and in di vid ual lib erty. These are prop erly un der stood only when they mod- 
ify and in ter pret one an other. Any one of them ac cepted in iso la tion is a po- 
lit i cal heresy, never with out ad vo cates, who, by their pro pa ganda, strike at
the firm foun da tions of sta ble gov ern ment.

Na tional Unity

The state ment has been made by an his to rian of high re pute that, prior to
Lin coln’s Get tys burg ad dress, the term “na tion” was rarely ap plied to the
United States.

We are told that, in con ces sion to a sin gu lar sen si tive ness on the sub ject,
the word was erased no less than twenty-six times from the pre lim i nary
draft of the Fed eral Con sti tu tion.1 In 1851 the great est of New Eng land es- 
say ists wrote of “these thirty na tions”!

For this there was some rea son. As a rule a new or ga ni za tion is formed
by the adop tion of a con sti tu tion, upon whose terms the sev eral mem bers
agree, and to which, in at tes ta tion of such agree ment, they af fix their sig na- 
tures. But let us hear Mr. Lin coln on this point: “The Union is older than
any of the states. Orig i nally some de pen dent colonies made the Union, and
the Union in turn threw off their old de pen dence for them and made them
states such as they are. Not one of them ever had a state con sti tu tion in de- 
pen dent of the Union. Of course, it is not for got ten that all the new states
framed their con sti tu tions be fore they en tered the Union, nev er the less de- 
pen dent upon and prepara tory to com ing into the Union.”

Prior to the Union, the colonies were mere de pen den cies of the British
crown. With out the as sent of the crown, they were with out power to form
al liances among them selves. It was by their union with one an other with out
au thor ity of the gov ern ment, whereof they were de pen den cies, that they be- 
came states, free and in de pen dent of that gov ern ment.

The age of the United States is of fi cially reck oned, there fore, not from
the adop tion of the Con sti tu tion, but from the sign ing of the Dec la ra tion of
In de pen dence. The birth day of the United States is July 4, 1776, and not in
1787. Ev ery Pres i dent of the United States re minds the world of this with
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ev ery procla ma tion which he pub lishes. The pre am ble of the Con sti tu tion
be gins, “We, the peo ple of the United States, in or der to form” not “a
union,” but “a more per fect union.” Nine years be fore, the Dec la ra tion of
In de pen dence had closed with a sen tence be gin ning, “We, there fore, the
rep re sen ta tives of the United States of Amer ica in Con gress as sem bled.”

Mr. Lin coln was right, there fore, when he be gan his Get tys burg ad dress,
“Four score and seven years ago our fa thers brought forth upon this con ti- 
nent a new na tion.” The men who had fallen at Get tys burg, he con tin ues,
“gave their lives that the na tion might live”; and in clos ing he de fines the
na tion as “a gov ern ment,” not of states, but “of the peo ple, by the peo ple
and for the peo ple.” The na tion or gov ern ment is the peo ple, or ga nized un- 
der a char ter that guar an tees to ev ery cit i zen within the na tion pro tec tion in
the en joy ment of ev ery con sti tu tional right. That the rights of each state,
and those of each in di vid ual within each state, be main tained, the states
must sup port one an other. If the power of all were not pledged for the pro- 
tec tion of each state, what op po si tion could Del a ware ever of fer to any en- 
croach ment of Penn syl va nia, or how could Rhode Is land with stand any in- 
jus tice from New York? In Colo nial days there were armed con flicts be- 
tween Penn syl va nia and Con necti cut set tlers, who claimed the Wyoming
Val ley, as well as be tween Penn syl va nia and Mary land be fore Ma son and
Dixon’s line was sat is fac to rily de ter mined. What, we may well ask to day,
would have been the is sue of the late World War, if all the dis cus sions and
prepa ra tions, made with so much dif fi culty and de lay at Wash ing ton, es pe- 
cially if all the terms of the Treaty of Peace would have had to wait upon
the good plea sure of leg is la tors at Phoenix and Lit tle Rock, at Tal la has see
and Olympia, at Car son City and Cheyenne and forty other state cap i tals?
Dur ing the last half cen tury the great de vel op ment of our re sources and the
ex ten sion of our in flu ence in ev ery de part ment of thought and ac tiv ity have
been con nected with the growth of Amer i can na tional con scious ness.

Al though in her ent in the Dec la ra tion of In de pen dence, the Con sti tu tion
of the United States de fines and makes still more ex plicit this prin ci ple. The
great bat tle for its adop tion in the con ven tions of the sev eral states, es pe- 
cially Vir ginia and Penn syl va nia, cen tered on this one point. Al though the
pro vi sional fed er a tion had bro ken down and dis in te gra tion was threat ened,
the eyes of some lead ers of un doubted pa tri o tism were blinded to the vi sion
of an ef fi cient na tional or ga ni za tion. “Monar chy,” said one, “may suit a
large ter ri tory, but pop u lar gov ern ment can ex ist only in small ter ri to ries.
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Does any man sup pose that one gen eral na tional gov ern ment can ex ist in so
ex ten sive a coun try as this?” One who thirty years later was to be come the
fifth Pres i dent of the United States ac tu ally in sisted, “Con sider the ter ri tory
ly ing be tween the At lantic Ocean and the Mis sis sippi. It is larger than any
ter ri tory that was ever un der one free gov ern ment. It is too ex ten sive ex cept
to be gov erned by a despotic monar chy. Taxes can not be laid justly and
equally in such a ter ri tory. Are there not a thou sand cir cum stances that
show that there can be no law that can be uni form in its op er a tion through- 
out the United States?” “Will the peo ple of this great com mu nity,” asked
an other wise man, “ever con sent to be in di vid u ally taxed by two dif fer ent
and dis tinct pow ers? These two con cur rent pow ers can not long ex ist to- 
gether; the one will de stroy the other; the gen eral gov ern ment be ing para- 
mount to and in ev ery way more pow er ful than the state gov ern ments, the
lat ter must give way to the for mer. It is as cer tained by his tory that there
never was a gov ern ment over a very ex ten sive coun try with out de stroy ing
the lib er ties of the peo ple.” (P. Henry.) How thank ful should we be that
there were those who in sisted that if this be the tes ti mony of his tory, it is
well some times to fly in its face and try a new ex per i ment, and that the
prece dents of the Old World are of ten mis lead ing when ap plied to the New.
What would these sages have said could they have heard that from a ter ri- 
tory now four times the area of that which they had in mind, mil lions of our
troops had re cently been trans ported, most of them in a sin gle sum mer,
across the At lantic, in de fense of free gov ern ment, and that bil lions of
wealth were gladly and promptly of fered to sup port the na tion in its great
strug gle, af ter it had re ceived that “new birth of free dom” of which Mr. Lin- 
coln speaks in one of the least no ticed but most sig nif i cant phrases of his
Get tys burg ad dress?

A True The ory Of States’ Rights

Just as im por tant was Mr. Lin coln’s def i ni tion of state au thor ity. The burn- 
ing ques tion, at the time of his elec tion, was that of the ex ten sion of slav ery
into the ter ri to ries, which were soon to be come states. It cen tered on the
right of the peo ple of Kan sas to de cide whether they were to be cit i zens of a
free or of a slave state. For some years vi o lence reigned and ri val ter ri to rial
gov ern ments were set up. There were some hor ri ble mas sacres. Just on the
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eve of Lin coln’s in au gu ra tion in 1861 or der was re stored and Kan sas was
ad mit ted to the Union as a free state. Mr. Lin coln em pha sized the right of
the peo ple of each state to reg u late mat ters of in ter nal ad min is tra tion. “Un- 
ques tion ably,” he said in his first in au gu ral, “the states have the pow ers and
the rights re served to them in the na tional Con sti tu tion… This rel a tive mat- 
ter of na tional power and states’ rights as a prin ci ple is no other than the
prin ci ple of gen er al ity and lo cal ity. What ever con cerns the whole world
should be con fided to the whole — to the gen eral gov ern ment; while what- 
ever con cerns only the state should be left ex clu sively to the state. The great
va ri ety of lo cal in sti tu tions in the state, spring ing from dif fer ences in the
soil, dif fer ences in the face of the coun try and in the cli mate, are bonds of
union. They do not make a house di vided against it self, but make a house
united. If they pro duce in one sec tion of the coun try what is called for by
the wants of an other sec tion, and this sec tion can sup ply the wants of the
first, they are not mat ters of dis cord, but true bonds of union.”

The con sti tu tional the ory of the state, of which Mr. Lin coln was the ex- 
po nent, im plies that the ad min is tra tion of the states is a de part ment of the
Fed eral ad min is tra tion. Just as the Ex ec u tive, the Leg isla tive and the Ju di- 
cial De part ments are care fully dis tin guished and have been brought into
har mo nious co op er a tion, so the func tions of the na tion and of the state are
dis tin guished and guar an teed in the Con sti tu tion; and have now stood the
strain of two ter rific con flicts.

An i mated by this prin ci ple, he stood firm as a rock against the in ces sant
clam ors of rad i cal ag i ta tors, who, from the very be gin ning of his ad min is- 
tra tion, urged the eman ci pa tion of slaves, and who ques tioned the sin cer ity
of his de vo tion to the Union when he was not moved by their ap peals. Of
his acts and fail ures to act there were no more se vere crit ics than within his
own party. Great as was his ab hor rence of slav ery — which as a na tive of
Ken tucky he had learned to know in its own home, and whose blight upon
the de vel op ment of the poorer classes, to which his near est an ces tors had
be longed, as well as of en tire com mu ni ties, he had closely ob served — no
less de cided was he in an tag o niz ing any in fringe ment upon the con sti tu- 
tional rights of any state. “While we agree,” he said, “that by the Con sti tu- 
tion, in the states where it ex ists, we have no right to in ter fere with it, be- 
cause it is in the Con sti tu tion, we are, both by duty and in cli na tion, to stick
by that Con sti tu tion in all its let ter and spirit from be gin ning to end.”
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Em phatic as was his dis sent from the de ci sion in 1857 of the ma jor ity of
the Supreme Court in the fa mous Dred Scott case, he sought its re ver sal
only by con sti tu tional meth ods. That de ci sion, in his judg ment, was it self
un con sti tu tional. A slave in a slave state be ing pro nounced by the law as
prop erty, the Court de clared must con tinue to be rec og nized as noth ing
more than “prop erty” within any free state to which he would be trans- 
ported. This meant, as Mr. Lin coln ar gued, that if in any state there were
any one man in tent upon hav ing slaves, “all the rest have no way of keep ing
that man from hav ing them.” The par tic u lar case in volved he re garded fi- 
nally set tled; but the con se quences of the premises laid down were such as
to call for an nul ment when ever, in a con sti tu tional way, it could be ef fected.
Hence his well known warn ing, “A house di vided against it self can not
stand. This gov ern ment can not en dure per ma nently, half slave and half free.
I do not ex pect the Union to be dis solved — I do not ex pect the house to
fall; but I do ex pect it will cease to be di vided. It will be come all one thing
or all the other.”

The South was en tirely mis taken in re gard ing him as sym pa thiz ing with
the at tempt of John Brown at Harper’s Ferry to stir up an in sur rec tion
among the slaves. “John Brown’s ef fort,” he writes, “was pe cu liar. It was
not a slave in sur rec tion. It was an at tempt by white men to get up a re volt
among slaves, in which the slaves re fused to par tic i pate. In fact, it was so
ab surd that the slaves, with all their ig no rance, saw plainly enough it could
not suc ceed. That af fair, in its phi los o phy, cor re sponds with the many at- 
tempts re lated in his tory at the as sas si na tion of kings and em per ors. An en- 
thu si ast broods over the op pres sion of a peo ple till he fan cies him self com- 
mis sioned by heaven to lib er ate them. He ven tures the at tempt which ends
in lit tle else than his own ex e cu tion.”

Nor had he any de sire to seize an op por tu nity to an tic i pate the abo li tion
of slav ery within the states in re volt. “The reck less ness with which our ad- 
ver saries break the laws should af ford no ex am ple to us. Let us re vere the
Dec la ra tion of In de pen dence, let us con tinue to obey the Con sti tu tion and
the laws. Let us keep step to the mu sic of the Union.”

He was re luc tant also to use his power as Pres i dent to de ter mine leg is la- 
tion: “My po lit i cal ed u ca tion strongly in clines me against a free use of any
of the means by the Ex ec u tive to con trol the leg is la tion of the coun try.”

As, how ever, the war pro gressed, he en ter tained the hope that the South
might be will ing to agree to a con sti tu tional pro vi sion for the grad ual abo li- 
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tion of slav ery af ter a long term of years, and the pay ment to the own ers of
an eq ui table com pen sa tion for the loss of their prop erty. In his sec ond mes- 
sage, in De cem ber, 1862, he, there fore, rec om mended the fol low ing amend- 
ment to the Con sti tu tion:

"Ev ery state wherein slav ery now ex ists which shall abol ish the same
therein at any time or times be fore the first day of Jan u ary, 1900, shall re- 
ceive com pen sa tion from the United States, to wit:

“The Pres i dent of the United States shall de liver to ev ery such state
bonds of the United States, bear ing in ter est at the rate of per cent per an- 
num, to an amount equal to the ag gre gate sum of for each slave shown to
have been therein by the Eighth Cen sus of the United States,” etc.

What a re mark able propo si tion! If North and South had united upon this
propo si tion, the war would have been short ened by two years and four
months, and more than half a mil lion of lives would have been spared.

But un til the en act ment of such amend ment by the req ui site num ber of
states, he was for the time be ing help less: “The peo ple can do this if they
choose, but the Ex ec u tive, as such, has noth ing to do with it.” “My para- 
mount ob ject is to save the Union, and nei ther to save nor to de stroy slav- 
ery. If I could save the Union with out free ing any slave I would do it; if I
could do it by free ing all the slaves, I would do it; and if I could save it by
free ing some and leav ing oth ers alone I would do that also.”

When, on Jan u ary 1, 1863, the Eman ci pa tion Procla ma tion was pub- 
lished, it pro vided only for the lib er a tion of slaves in those por tions of the
South which were at the time in armed re bel lion, pass ing over four states
en tirely, as well as a large part of Lou i si ana and Vir ginia. The act was done
“by virtue of the power in me vested,” not as Pres i dent, but “as Com man- 
der-in-chief of the army and navy, in time of ac tual armed re bel lion against
the au thor ity of the United States, and as a fit and nec es sary war mea sure,”
“war ranted by the Con sti tu tion.” The per ma nent abo li tion of slav ery was
not ef fected un til, in 1865, thirty-one out of thirty-six states adopted the
Thir teenth Amend ment to the Con sti tu tion.

In di vid ual Lib erty

A third prin ci ple for which Lin coln stood was in di vid ual lib erty within the
state and the na tion.
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True lib erty con sists not in ar bi trary self-as ser tion and de tach ment from
so cial obli ga tions, but in the pro tec tion of each fac tor in the com mon body,
in the par tic u lar form of ser vice in which he rec og nizes him self best fit ted
to ad min is ter the high est com mon in ter ests. This ideal can be reached only
where a re li gious mo tive en ters, and man acts un der the con vic tion that both
he and his fel low-men are sub ject to a higher power. The law of God is the
uni ver sal char ter of hu man free dom. This is a spir i tual mat ter re quir ing the
Gospel of Christ for its in ter pre ta tion.

Nev er the less, even in purely civil mat ters, the same prin ci ple ap plies, as
the law is en forced by the ap peal made through it to the con science of the
in di vid ual. Mr. Lin coln protested for years against the heresy that ev ery
man, woman or child is sim ply a piece of prop erty, a chat tel, which is to be
treated by the law as a thing in stead of a per son.

The words from the Pre am ble to the Dec la ra tion of In de pen dence, “We
hold these truths to be self-ev i dent, that all men are cre ated equal,” were
among his most fa vorite quo ta tions. He was well aware of the flip pant ob- 
jec tion that was made that ev ery day ex pe ri ence teaches that men are nei ther
born nor ever live on an equal ity. But he an swers: “The au thors of that no- 
table in stru ment did not in tend to de clare all men equal in all re spects. They
did not mean that all were equal in color, size, in tel lec tual and moral de vel- 
op ment or so cial ca pac ity. They de fined with tol er a ble dis tinct ness in what
re spects they did con sider all men cre ated equal, ‘Equal with cer tain in- 
alien able rights, among which are life, lib erty and the pur suit of hap pi- 
ness.’” That is, what ever in equal i ties oth er wise may pre vail, there should be
no class leg is la tion what ever, or class in ter pre ta tion of the laws of the coun- 
try; and, in the en joy ment of those laws all should be alike pro tected by the
state.

“I protest,” he says, “against the coun ter feit logic which con cludes that,
be cause I do not want a black woman for a slave, I must nec es sar ily want
her for a wife. I need not have her for ei ther. I can just leave her alone. In
some re spects she cer tainly is not my equal. But in her nat u ral right to eat
the bread she earns with her own hands, with out ask ing leave of any one
else, she is my equal, and the equal of all oth ers.”

He does not ad vance the right of an in di vid ual to as sert in de pen dence of
the state — for this can not be done with out in vad ing the rights of other in- 
di vid u als. An ar chy and mob law are the worst form of despo tism. The dem- 
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a gogue who seeks to level all dis tinc tions is more dan ger ous than the most
ab so lute tyrant.

Con cern ing the re la tion be tween cap i tal and la bor he says: “That men
who are in dus tri ous and sober and hon est in the pur suit of their own in ter- 
ests, should af ter awhile ac cu mu late cap i tal, and af ter that should be al- 
lowed to en joy it in peace, and also, if they should choose, when they have
ac cu mu lated it, use it to save them selves from ac tual la bor, and hire other
peo ple to la bor for them — is right. In do ing so they do not wrong the man
they em ploy, for they find men who have not their own land to work upon,
or shop to work in, and who are ben e fited by work ing for oth ers — hired la- 
bor ers, re ceiv ing their cap i tal for it.”

No gov ern ment of the peo ple can ex ist with out or ga ni za tion; and or ga ni- 
za tion is noth ing more than the ob ser vance of dis tinc tions, in var i ous de- 
grees and re la tions, be tween rulers and ruled. So far from be ing ochloc racy
or moboc racy, democ racy is the most thor oughly or ga nized form of gov ern- 
ment. In it the rights of all are most se curely guarded against both the many
and the few. “Peo ple” means more than an ag gre gate of hu man units, but
such units con sol i dated into a cor po rate or gan ism, with the same hopes and
fears and pur poses and in ter ests, con spir ing to wards a com mon end, each
hav ing a sense both of his in di vid ual and his cor po rate re spon si bil i ties. (See
I Pe ter 2:9.) The high est end of the na tion is the high est wel fare of all its
peo ple. Gov ern ment is by the peo ple when the peo ple in con sti tu tional or- 
der make and ad min is ter the laws, and leg is la tors act nei ther for the ma jor- 
ity nor for the mi nor ity, but for all the peo ple. The ul ti mate ap peal is not to
force, but to the in tel li gence and con science of all the peo ple. “With pub lic
sen ti ment,” said Mr. Lin coln, “noth ing can fail; with out it, noth ing can suc- 
ceed. Con se quently, he who molds pub lic sen ti ment goes deeper than he
who en acts statutes or pro nounces de ci sions. He makes statutes and de ci- 
sions pos si ble or im pos si ble to be ex e cuted,” “While the peo ple re tain their
virtue and in tel li gence,” he says at an other time, “no ad min is tra tion, by any
ex treme of wicked ness or folly, can very se ri ously in jure the gov ern ment in
the short space of four years.” But so far as he was con cerned the path of
duty was plain; it was to be true to the peo ple. They had put a trust in his
hands, from whose strict ad min is tra tion he could not de vi ate. Per sonal con- 
ces sions which, with his ten der heart, he would be in clined to make, had to
be de clined; for he was the agent of the peo ple. He de fines his duty as “to
ad min is ter the present gov ern ment as it came to his hands, and to trans mit it
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unim paired to his suc ces sor.” “You have no oath reg is tered in heaven to de- 
stroy this gov ern ment, while I shall have the most solemn one to pre serve,
pro tect and de fend it.”

The helm of state was in his hand, and he held it true to its course, in the
in ter est of all the peo ple, for all time, and with a never ab sent sense of re- 
spon si bil ity to the fi nal Tri bunal, be fore which all rulers, as well as all peo- 
ple, must ren der an ac count, and where the Right and the True must ul ti- 
mately pre vail. “Let us have faith that Right makes Might; and, in that faith,
let us, to the end, dare to do our duty as we un der stand it.” He is not de- 
ceived by the hal lu ci na tion of any in ca pac ity of the peo ple for er ror; for it
has been well said that “his faith in God was qual i fied by a very well-
founded dis trust of the wis dom of men.” But he is con fi dent in the re sist less
force of sound prin ci ples, be fore which er ror must suc cumb.

Ori gin Of The Phrase

As to the ori gin of the watch word of democ racy, “Gov ern ment of the peo- 
ple, by the peo ple, for the peo ple,” with which the ad dress ends, it is only
the pre cise form and set ting that are Mr. Lin coln’s. It was in the very at mos- 
phere which he breathed, and he only gave it the ex pres sion and ap pli ca tion
that were needed for the hour. A year be fore, Henry Ward Beecher had said,
“In all Eu rope there is a steady progress to wards the last great form of civil
gov ern ment, viz., re pub li can gov ern ment, or gov ern ment of the peo ple, by
the peo ple” “Hav ing taken the first steps of gov ern ment of the peo ple, by
the peo ple, our na tional life may col lapse.”

In the same ad dress, this fre quent con fi den tial ad viser of Mr. Lin coln re- 
pu di ates the in jus tice of any athe is tic in ter pre ta tion of the phrase, in the fol- 
low ing words:

“All gov ern ment,” he said, “is or dained of God; and civil gov ern ments
are so, not as by rev e la tion and or di na tion, but be cause the na ture of man
ne ces si tates gov ern ment. God made men need clothes, but He never cut out
a pat tern for them to make their clothes by. He left them to choose their
own rai ment. God made man’s ne ces sity for gov ern ment, and that ne ces sity
of gov ern ment wrought civil gov ern ments. Gov ern ments are al ways the le- 
git i mate out work ings of the con di tion of those gov erned, and there can not
be, for any pro tracted time, a gov ern ment that is not in the na ture of things
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adapted to those un der it… . There can be no self-gov ern ment, ex cept
where there is virtue, in tel li gence and moral worth… . Self-gov ern ment by
the whole peo ple is the tele o log i cal idea.” Thus the peo ple are qual i fied for
self-gov ern ment, when their pre rog a tives are rec og nized as trusts from God
and ad min is tered in His fear.

Nor could so able a lawyer as was Lin coln have been un ac quainted with
sev eral of the most im por tant opin ions of Chief Jus tice Mar shall, dis tin- 
guished among Amer i can ju rists as “the ex pounder of the Con sti tu tion,”
who, in “Mc Cul loch vs. the State of Mary land” (1816), his col leagues con- 
cur ring, de clared: “The gov ern ment of the Union is em phat i cally and truly a
gov ern ment of the peo ple. In form and in sub stance it em anates from them.
Its pow ers are granted by them, and are to be ex er cised di rectly on them and
for their ben e fit.” These forty words of the Supreme Court of the United
States are thus con densed by Lin coln into ten. Nor can any bet ter ex po si tion
of Lin coln’s words be found than later in the same opin ion, where the court
con tin ues: “No po lit i cal dreamer was ever wild enough to think of break ing
down the lines which sep a rate the states, and of com pound ing the Amer i can
peo ple in one com mon mass. Of con se quence, when they act, they act in
their states. But the mea sures they adopt do not on that ac count cease to be
the mea sures of the peo ple them selves… . The gov ern ment pro ceeds di- 
rectly from the peo ple; is or dained and es tab lished in the name of the peo- 
ple; and is de clared to be or dained, ‘in or der to form a more per fect union,
es tab lish jus tice, in sure do mes tic tran quil ity and se cure the bless ings of lib- 
erty to them selves and their pos ter ity.’ The as sent of the states, in their sov- 
er eign ca pac ity, is im plied in call ing a con ven tion, and thus sub mit ting the
in stru ment to the peo ple. But the peo ple were at lib erty to ac cept or re ject it;
and their act was fi nal. It re quired not the af fir mance and could not be neg a- 
tived by the state gov ern ments. The Con sti tu tion, when thus adopted, was
of com plete obli ga tion and bound the state sovereign ties.”

So in “Co hens vs. the State of Vir ginia” (1821):
“In war we are one peo ple; in mak ing peace we are one peo ple; in all

com mer cial reg u la tions we are one and the same peo ple. In many other re- 
spects the Amer i can peo ple are one. And the gov ern ment which is alone ca- 
pa ble of con trol ling and man ag ing their in ter ests in these re spects, is the
gov ern ment of the Union. Amer ica has cho sen to be, in many re spects and
for many pur poses, a na tion; and for all these pur poses her gov ern ment is
com plete; to all these ob jects it is com pe tent. The peo ple have de clared that
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in the ex er cise of all pow ers given for these ob jects it is supreme. It can
then, in ef fect ing these ob jects, con trol all in di vid u als or gov ern ments
within the Amer i can ter ri tory. The Con sti tu tion and laws of a state, so far as
they are re pug nant to the Con sti tu tion and laws of the United States, are ab- 
so lutely void. These states are con stituent parts of the United States. They
are mem bers of one great em pire; for some pur poses, sov er eign; for some
pur poses, sub or di nate.”

Nor should the words of Mar shall’s great col league and friend, Jus tice
Story, be over looked, who in his “Com men taries on the Con sti tu tion of the
United States,” says: “They” i.e., the peo ple, "have made it a lim ited gov- 
ern ment. They have de fined its au thor ity. They have re strained it to the ex- 
er cise of cer tain pow ers, and re served all oth ers to the states or to the peo- 
ple. It is a pop u lar gov ern ment. Those who ad min is ter it are re spon si ble to
the peo ple. It is as pop u lar, and just as much em a nat ing from the peo ple, as
the state gov ern ments. It is cre ated for one pur pose; the state gov ern ments
for an other. It may be al tered and amended and abol ished at the will of the
peo ple. In short:

“It was made by the peo ple, made for the peo ple, and is re spon si ble to
the peo ple.”

The “Bills,” or “Dec la ra tions of Rights,” made long be fore the Fed eral
Con sti tu tion by the sev eral states, as fun da men tal to their state Con sti tu- 
tions, give di ver si fied but no less de cided ex pres sion to the same prin ci ple.
Thus Penn syl va nia de clared and still de clares: “All power is in her ent in the
peo ple, and all free gov ern ments are founded on their au thor ity, and for
their peace, safety and hap pi ness”; and Vir ginia still ear lier: “All power is
vested in, and con se quently de rived from, the peo ple,” “Gov ern ment is, or
ought to be, in sti tuted for the com mon ben e fit, pro tec tion and se cu rity of
the peo ple, na tion or com mu nity.”

The Re li gious El e ment

Much has been writ ten con cern ing the re li gious at ti tude of Mr. Lin coln.
Men most closely as so ci ated with him have dif fered on this ques tion. While
not raised within the Church, his early years were not with out close con tact
with re li gious peo ple. He as cribed most of his suc cess in life to the con sis- 
tent Chris tian char ac ter of a de voted step mother, who lived to see him
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elected to the pres i dency. That he was a dili gent stu dent of the Bible is at- 
tested not only by his own con fes sion but by the ev i dence shown in his
writ ings and speeches. Theodore Roo sevelt made a most in ter est ing al lu- 
sion to this in an ad dress in 1901, be fore the Amer i can Bible So ci ety, on
“Read ing the Bible”: “Lin coln, sad, pa tient, kindly Lin coln, who, af ter bear- 
ing upon his shoul ders for four years a greater bur den than that borne by
any other man of the nine teenth cen tury, laid down his life for the peo ple,
whom liv ing he served so well, built up his en tire read ing upon his study of
the Bible. He had mas tered it ab so lutely, mas tered it as later he mas tered
only two or three other books, no tably Shake speare; mas tered it so that he
be came al most a man of one book.”

He was a man of prayer. All his ref er ences to re li gious mat ters, in the pe- 
riod when the world knew him, are in a rev er ent spirit. He never fails in his
con fes sion of de pen dence upon prov i den tial guid ance, and in ask ing, in ev- 
ery great emer gency, for the prayers of the peo ple. At Get tys burg he makes
this con fes sion in the words, “The na tion, un der God, shall have a new birth
of free dom,”

As the cri sis of his life ap proaches, the re li gious side of his char ac ter
comes more and more to ex pres sion. It is not un usual to find a deep en ing of
the re li gious life at tend ing the in creas ing weight of grave re spon si bil i ties.
Nor should we think that the prayers of hun dreds of thou sands of de vout
Chris tians for him should have been with out an an swer. One of the most
em i nent of Eng lish lawyers, Pro fes sor Dicey, of Ox ford Uni ver sity, says in
the Con tem po rary Re view for Jan u ary, 1919:

“One can not doubt that in the case of Lin coln in crease of power went on
con stantly in creas ing his sense of re spon si bil ity, and his in tense de ter mi na- 
tion to per form to the full his duty to the na tion and to God.”

Bid ding his neigh bors at Spring field good bye, as he goes to un der take a
task which he di vines “may be greater than that which rested on Wash ing- 
ton,” he con fesses: "With out the as sis tance of the Di vine Be ing, who ever
at tended him, I can not suc ceed. With that as sis tance I can not fail. Trust ing
in Him who can go with me and re main with you, and be ev ery where for
good, let us con fi dently hope that all will yet be well. To His care com- 
mend ing you, as I hope that in your prayers you will com mend me, I bid
you an af fec tion ate farewell.

In re ply ing, on May 6, 1862, to an ad dress sent him by the Gen eral
Synod of the Lutheran Church, he said among other things that “This gov- 
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ern ment places its whole de pen dence upon the fa vor of God. I now humbly
and rev er ently re it er ate the ac knowl edg ment of that de pen dence, not doubt- 
ing that, if it please the Di vine Be ing who de ter mines the des tinies of na- 
tions, this shall re main a united peo ple.”

In one of the dark est hours of the war, pub lish ing a procla ma tion for a
Day of Hu mil i a tion and Prayer, on April 30, 1863, he says:

“We have been the re cip i ents of the choic est boun ties of heaven; we
have been pre served these many years in peace and pros per ity; we have
grown in num bers, wealth and power as no other na tion has ever grown.
But we have for got ten God… . We have vainly imag ined, in the de ceit ful- 
ness of our hearts, that all those bless ings were pro duced by some su pe rior
wis dom and virtue of our own. In tox i cated with un bro ken suc cess, we have
be come too self-suf fi cient to feel the ne ces sity of re deem ing and pre serv ing
grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.”

Then when, in an swer to prayer, the hour of vic tory came; when Get tys- 
burg had been won and Vicks burg had fallen si mul ta ne ously, there came a
sec ond procla ma tion, this time of thanks giv ing: "No hu man coun sel hath
de creed, nor hath any mor tal coun sel wrought out these great things. They
are the gra cious gifts of the Most High God, who, while deal ing with us in
anger for our sins, hath nev er the less re mem bered mercy.

And yet, dur ing the same sum mer, he warns against over-con fi dence:
“Let us not be over-san guine of a speedy and fi nal tri umph. Let us be quite
sober. Let us dili gently ap ply the means, never doubt ing that a just God, in
His own good time, will give us the right ful re sults.” This is the echo of the
words with which he ended his great Cooper In sti tute speech in Feb ru ary,
1860: “Let us have faith that right makes might, and, in that faith, let us to
the end do our duty as we un der stand it.”

In his sec ond in au gu ral it seems al most as though one of the Old Tes ta- 
ment prophets were speak ing: “The Almighty,” he de clared, “has His own
pur poses. ‘Woe unto the world be cause of of fenses; for it must needs be that
of fenses come, but woe to that man through whom they come.’ If we shall
sup pose that African slav ery is one of those of fenses which, in the prov i- 
dence of God, must needs come, but which, hav ing con tin ued through His
ap pointed time, He now wills to re move, and that He gives to both North
and South this ter ri ble war as the woe due to those by whom the of fense
came, shall we dis cern therein any de par ture from those di vine at tributes
which be liev ers in a liv ing God al ways as cribe to Him? Fondly do we hope,
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fer vently do we pray that this mighty scourge of war may speed ily pass
away. Yet if God wills that it con tinue un til all the wealth piled by the
bonds men’s two hun dred and fifty years of un re quited toil, shall be sunk,
and un til ev ery drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be drawn with the
sword, so still it must be said, as it was said three thou sand years ago, The
judg ments of the Lord are true and right eous al to gether.’”

Such are the con fes sions of a man to whom his con tem po raries, with
com mon con sent, ac corded the ti tle of “hon est” — one whose rep u ta tion it
was that he meant ev ery word that he spoke.

Plead ing, in his third mes sage, for the North Amer i can In di ans, he urges:
“Sound pol icy and our im per a tive duty to these wards of the gov ern ment
de mand our anx ious and con stant at ten tion to their ma te rial well-be ing, to
their progress in the arts of civ i liza tion, and above all to that moral train ing
which, un der the bless ing of Di vine Prov i dence, will con fer upon them the
el e vated and sanc ti fy ing in flu ences, the hopes and con so la tions of the
Chris tian faith.”

Deeply con cerned about the threat ened sec u lar iza tion of Sun day, he is- 
sued, No vem ber 15, 1862, a “Gen eral Or der Re spect ing the Ob ser vance of
the Sab bath Day in the Army and Navy.” The or der be gins: “The Pres i dent,
the Com man der-in-Chief of the army and navy, de sires and en joins the or- 
derly ob ser vance of the Sab bath by the of fi cers and men in the mil i tary and
naval ser vice. The im por tance for man and beast of the pre scribed weekly
rest, the sa cred rights of Chris tian sol diers and sailors, a be com ing def er- 
ence to the best sen ti ment of a Chris tian peo ple, and a due re gard for the di- 
vine will, de mand that Sun day la bor in the army and navy be re duced to the
mea sure of sheer ne ces sity. The dis ci pline and char ac ter of the na tional
forces should not suf fer, nor the cause be im per iled by the pro fa na tion of
the day or name of the Most High.” He closes in the words of the fa ther of
his coun try, “in the first Gen eral Or der af ter the Dec la ra tion of In de pen- 
dence.” “The Gen eral hopes and trusts that ev ery of fi cer and man will en- 
deavor to live and act as be comes a Chris tian sol dier de fend ing the dear est
rights and lib er ties of his coun try.” Pres i dent Wil son is to be com mended
for hav ing reis sued this or der dur ing the late war.

Many pages could be filled with the tes ti mony of men of es tab lished rep- 
u ta tion con cern ing his con fi den tial con ver sa tions on re li gious sub jects. That
in his ear lier years he thought and spoke dif fer ently, de tracts noth ing from
the sin cer ity of his ut ter ances or the firm ness of his ma ture re li gious faith.
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Ev ery ad vo cate of the Chris tian faith, it may be said, once re garded it not
sim ply with in dif fer ence, but with pos i tive hos til ity. The Lin coln of whom
we here speak is the Lin coln of the Get tys burg mes sage, tem pered in the
fires and dis ci plined in the school of ad ver sity, who re al ized that he faced
the great est cri sis in Amer i can his tory.

In one of these in ter views, re ported by the Su per in ten dent of Pub lic In- 
struc tion of the State of Illi nois of that time to have oc curred on the eve of
his elec tion to the pres i dency, Mr. Lin coln is quoted as hav ing said, “I am
not a Chris tian — God knows I would be one”; and then, in al most the
same breath, “I am noth ing, but truth is ev ery thing. I know I am right, be- 
cause I know that lib erty is right, for Christ teaches it, and Christ is God…
These men will find that they have not read their Bible aright.” But one who
thus reads the Bible and im plic itly fol lows its di rec tions, and who, on its
tes ti mony, be lieves that Christ is God and calls God to wit ness that he
“would be a Chris tian,” has al ready that which he earnestly de sires. “No
man can say that Je sus is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” Men may be true
Chris tians, and, nev er the less, un able to ad just their in ter pre ta tion of Chris- 
tian ity to con flict ing stan dards, which they find set up, as the tests of the
truth of their pro fes sion.2

1. Thorpe’s “Short Con sti tu tional His tory of the United States,” p. 305.↩ 

2. Ref er ences may be made to the fol low ing books:
“Abra ham Lin coln the Chris tian. By W. J. John son. New York:

Eaton and Mains, 1913.” This is an ex cel lent dis cus sion, rich in ci ta- 
tions and in ci dents. Its value is in creased by the Fore word of Dr. W. H.
Roberts, the Stated Clerk of the Gen eral As sem bly of the Pres by te rian
Church, who for over a year wor shiped in the same church with
Mr. Lin coln and writes of the im pres sion made upon him by the Pres i- 
dent’s reg u lar at ten dance not only on Sun days but also at the week day
ser vice.

“Lat est Light on Abra ham Lin coln. By Ervin Chap man. New York:
F. H. Rev ell & Co., 1917.” The fruit of over fifty years’ col lec tion of
data.

As to Mr. Lin coln’s right to claim that we are “a Chris tian peo ple,”
see Supreme Court of U. S. (Story) on Gi rard Will (1844): "Al though
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Chris tian ity be a part of the Com mon Law of the state, yet it is so in a
qual i fied sense — that it sdi vine ori gin and truth are ad mit ted, and,
there fore, it is not to be openly re viled and blas phemed against, to the
an noy ance of be liev ers and the in jury of the pub lic. ,Com pare Daniel
Web ster’s elab o rate ar gu ment in same case, and de ci sion of Penn syl va- 
nia Supreme Court in 1824, Up de graff vs. the Comm., 11 Sergeant and
Rawle, 394.↩ 
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6. Sum mary

THE GOV ERN MENT ES TAB LISHED “four score and seven years” be fore the
events that made Get tys burg con spic u ous, was a great ex per i ment. Un like
any that had pre ceded, the very at tempt to bal ance con flict ing in ter ests and
to af ford checks against one-sided and pre ma ture ad min is tra tive acts, ne ces- 
si tated a high de gree of in tel li gence and char ac ter for the car ry ing out of its
com pli cated pro vi sions. Its one great safe guard was what many re garded its
great est weak ness. The high est hu man court of ap peal which it con sti tuted
was the con science of a well-in formed, free and God-fear ing peo ple. The
prin ci ple upon which it rests is that of the in her ent strength of what is just
and true, and the con fi dence that God has so con sti tuted man’s moral sense
that in the long run he can be sat is fied with noth ing that con science does
not ap prove. The gov ern ment of the many is more to be trusted than that of
the few; for out of the many those may be ex pected to arise who, in their as- 
ser tion of the claims of jus tice, will ul ti mately pre vail, when the ma jor ity
be tray great prin ci ples. Hence the force of Mr. Lin coln’s of ten quoted adage
to the ef fect that while some of the peo ple may be al ways de ceived, and all
the peo ple may be some times de ceived, it is im pos si ble to de ceive all the
peo ple for all time.

To de vise and es tab lish such a gov ern ment was a great achieve ment. To
ad min is ter it suc cess fully for a cen tury and more, so that the el e ments of
which it is com posed did not fall apart of their own weight, but were only
more thor oughly con sol i dated as time ad vanced, was still more im por tant.
Pres i dent Lin coln stands forth for all time as the wise leader in the cri sis
when pop u lar gov ern ment was put to its sever est test. Then, this peril hav- 
ing passed, it bore the scarce less se vere strain of un prece dented pros per ity.
The rapid de vel op ment of its ter ri tory of im pe rial pro por tions; the vast ac- 
cu mu la tion of wealth with its cor re spond ing de pre ci a tion of spir i tual stan- 
dards; the great swell in the waves of im mi gra tion in cor po rat ing with our
body politic large masses of im per fectly as sim i lated ma te rial, whose ideals
re quire many years to change; as well as widely dif fer en ti ated rev o lu tion ary
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the o ries of so cial or ga ni za tion, ar ray ing class against class, re vealed new
dan gers. Then, too, so sud denly has the change come that we can hardly re- 
al ize it, in spite of all our in cli na tions, we have been drawn in re cent days
into a po si tion of which nei ther the founders of our na tion nor Pres i dent
Lin coln ever dreamed. His name has be come the ral ly ing cry for free dom
through out the world. That gov ern ment which was con temp tu ously re- 
garded by some as the very weak est, has come forth from the most deadly
con flict the world has ever seen, as the very strong est. It has be come a rec- 
og nized leader in the gov ern ment of the earth, and the ar biter among the
his toric na tions of the Old World. All pre dic tions of the purely ephemeral
char ac ter, the in co her ence and in ef fi ciency of demo crat i cal in sti tu tions
when ap plied to world is sues have failed, and, as in the gen eral earth quake
which has over whelmed all Eu rope, monar chy af ter monar chy top ples into
dis as ter and ruin, the fact is rec og nized that, so far as its sec u lar course is
con cerned, the one hope of the world lies in those words of Lin coln spo ken
at Get tys burg, which, Lord Bryce says, “have passed into the minds of all
ed u cated men ev ery where.”

But let not those fi nal words be mis un der stood. He spake no prophecy,
but sounded an alarm and a call to duty. He an nounced that even such a
gov ern ment could fail, and in evitably would fail, if those to whom it was
en trusted were neg li gent in the main te nance of their rights. Its per pet u a tion
is con di tioned upon the av er age in tel li gence of its cit i zens, their ap pre ci a- 
tion of the bless ings of lib erty, and that deep and con trol ling sense of in di- 
vid ual re spon si bil ity that is rooted in the re li gious life. No peo ple is so
highly fa vored that it is in ca pable of sink ing to a level be neath which the
ad min is tra tion of a demo cratic gov ern ment is an im pos si bil ity. For this rea- 
son the ad dress aimed to arouse the coun try to the se ri ous ness of the task of
hold ing fast to that to which it had al ready at tained. If Amer ica fail in this
task, it an nounces that the great idea of pop u lar gov ern ment through out the
world will van ish. The same thought of the world-wide mis sion of the
United States was ex pressed by Pres i dent Lin coln in his In de pen dence Hall
ad dress (Feb ru ary 22, 1861): “The Dec la ra tion of In de pen dence gave lib- 
erty not alone to the peo ple of this coun try, but hope to all the world for all
fu ture time. It was that which gave prom ise that in due time the weights
would be lifted from the shoul ders of all men, and that all should have an
even chance.”



57

“For the peo ple through out all the world,” was the leg end which his
mind’s eye clearly read, as he rose to speak, on the thou sands of graves that
lay be fore his feet. “From the coasts be neath the east ern star,” said the chap- 
lain of Con gress in the open ing prayer, “from the shores of north ern lakes
and rivers, from the flow ers of west ern prairies, and from the homes of the
mid way bor der, they came here to die for us and our na tion.”

So when, twenty months later, sur rounded by a heart-bro ken group of his
clos est as so ciates, he lay breath ing his last in that hum ble room in Wash ing- 
ton, whither he had been car ried, he put his seal upon his Get tys burg World-
Mes sage. For no more ap pro pri ate leg end could be writ ten above that sad
scene than:
HE LIVED AND HE DIED
THAT
GOV ERN MENT OF THE PEO PLE
BY THE PEO PLE
FOR THE PEO PLE
SHOULD NOT PER ISH FROM THE EARTH

O GOD, who in this land hast made the peo ple the min is ters of Thy just
rule: So turn their hearts unto Thee that, hold ing their cit i zen ship as a trust
from Thee, they may guard, de fend and use it ac cord ing to Thy will, and
that, serv ing Thee with will ing, joy ful and obe di ent hearts, they may cher- 
ish their free dom as a bless ing of Thy Gospel, and strive to bring it to all
peo ples; through Je sus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)
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Theodore Schmauk. The Con fes sional Prin ci ple

Nov els

Ed ward Roe. With out a Home
Joseph Hock ing. The Pas sion for Life

Es sen tial Lutheran Li brary

The Augs burg Con fes sion with Saxon Vis i ta tion Ar ti cles
Luther’s Small Cat e chism
Luther’s Large Cat e chism
Melanchthon’s Apol ogy
The For mula of Con cord

The full cat a log is avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Pa per back Edi tions
of some ti tles at Ama zon.

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/502-stork-sermons/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/190-long-the-way-made-plain/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/171-loy-doctrine-of-justification/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/109-jacobs-summary-christian-faith/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/104-schmauk-confessional-principle/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/530-roe-without-a-home/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/330-hocking-the-passion-for-life/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/582-jacobs-augsburg-confession/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/583-jacobs-luthers-small-catechism
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/584-jacobs-luthers-large-catechism
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/585-jacobs-melanchthons-apology
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/586-jacobs-formula-of-concord
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
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