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Made on 16th Jan u ary, 1899, in pres ence of Mr. George Lighthall, No tary, and Mr. William
Grant Stew art, Doc tor of Medicine.

To which is ap pended a brief Sketch of his Life.
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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]

Please have pa tience with us when you come across ty pos. Over time we
are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you would like to
send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they are cor rected.
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Pref ace

AT A TIME like the present when many Protes tants seem to have be come
al most obliv i ous of the price less boon of re li gious lib erty, which has been
won for them by the life’s-blood of their fore fa thers, when the heroic deeds
of the no ble army of mar tyrs who per ished at the hands of the Church of
Rome rather than sub mit to its mon strous fal la cies seem to be well-nigh for- 
got ten, it is re fresh ing to read such a clear and un mis tak able dec la ra tion as
that made in the fol low ing con fes sion.

Hav ing been for fifty years in the Church of Rome, Fa ther Chiniquy was
well qual i fied surely to judge of its in ner work ings, and he spoke with no
un cer tain sound. His scathing ex po sures of the vile prac tices of this gi gan tic
sys tem of in iq uity are unan swer able and ought to make all Protes tants wor- 
thy of the name strain ev ery ef fort in the strug gle against this mighty foe of
hu man ity.

May the Chris tians of this coun try rise as one man, and stand ing shoul- 
der to shoul der meet this im pi ous and im pla ca ble en emy of the Cross of
Christ. We need not dread the is sue of such a con flict. The fight may be
fierce, but the armies of the Lord are against the forces of idol a try and su- 
per sti tion; they are mar shalled on the side of the cham pi ons of truth and pu- 
rity, and sooner or later they are bound to win the day!

When we read in our news pa pers of the in roads of the Church of Rome,
and hear of her ar ro gance and pre sump tion on ev ery hand, we are some- 
times tempted to think that Protes tants will never wake from the death-like
sleep into which they have been soothed.

But the “dark est hour is just be fore the dawn.”
Per haps the fol low ing earnest words from him, “who, be ing dead, yet

speaketh,” may bear some lit tle share in sound ing the “reveille”!
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Rev. Chiniquy’s Con fes sion of
Faith

The fol low ing is the Con fes sion of faith of the Rev. Charles Chiniquy, of
the town of Mon treal, evan ge list, min is ter of the Gospel, and doc tor in the- 
ol ogy, hav ing been up to the age of 50 an or dained priest in the Ro man
Catholic Church.

_The Con fes sion was made on the 10th of Jan u ary, 1899, in the pres ence
of Mr. George Lighthall, no tary, and in the pres ence of William Grant Stew- 
art, doc tor of medicine. These wit nesses tes tify to the sound ness of mind of
Dr. Chiniquy, proved by his ac tions, con ver sa tion, and con duct.

 
CON VINCED that my mor tal life is now near its end [Dr. Chiniquy was at

his death 90 years old], and that I must soon leave this earth to en ter the
pres ence of the Most High God, and of my blessed Saviour, the Lord Je sus
Christ, — I de clare here, be fore the Almighty God, that the fol low ing lines
con tain the faith ful ex pres sion of the faith in which I die; and also, some of
the plain rea sons for which I refuse, and will al ways refuse, to re place my- 
self un der the yoke of the Pope or to re turn to his Church, com monly called
the Ro man Catholic Church, of which Church I was for merly and for many
years the ac cred ited priest.

I com mit my soul into the hands of the Almighty God, my Cre ator, by
the me di a tion of Je sus Christ alone, my Di vine Re deemer, whose mer its are
in fi nite.

I de clare plainly by this present con fes sion that I am a Protes tant. In be- 
com ing a Protes tant I have def i nitely and for ever ac cepted as my only
Saviour Je sus Christ, firmly be liev ing that God has for given me all my sins
in His love, and I ac cept His holy word as my only guide.

I can not re turn to the bondage of the Church of Rome for the fol low ing
rea sons, cho sen from amongst many oth ers:—
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1. Apos tolic Suc ces sion Is An Im pos ture

The doc trine of the Apos tolic suc ces sion from Pe ter to Leo XIII. is an im- 
pos ture. One can not find in the Gospel a sin gle word to prove that Pe ter
ever passed a sin gle hour at Rome. The su pe ri or ity or supremacy ac corded
by the Ro man Catholic Church to Pe ter, above the other Apos tles, is an- 
other im pos ture. Ev ery time that the twelve Apos tles ques tioned the Saviour
as to which of them should be the first, the chief, the pope, He al ways
replied that in His Church there should be none first, or chief, or pope, of
such sort. And more than this, He replied pos i tively to the mother of
Zebedee’s chil dren that He had not re ceived from His Fa ther the au thor ity
to set one of His Apos tles above the rest. “To sit at My right hand or at My
left is not Mine to give” (Mat. 20:23).

We have an ir refutable and in fal li ble proof that our Saviour did not place
Pe ter at the head of the other Apos tles, as the first, the chief, or the pope, in
the dis pute which arose amongst the Apos tles shortly be fore His death.
“There was also a strife among them, which of them should be ac counted
the great est” (Luke 22:24). Such a dis pute would never have arisen if Je sus
Christ had ap pointed Pe ter to be the great est or the first among them. They
would cer tainly have known it, and Je sus Christ would have an swered
them, “Have you, then, so soon for got ten that Pe ter is the great est amongst
you; that he ranks the high est since the day when I laid the foun da tion of
My Church? But far from an swer ing thus, the Son of God re proved His
Apos tles, and said,”The kings of the Gen tiles ex er cise lord ship over them,
but this shall not he so amongst you" (Luke 22:25).

Not only was this pre tended pri macy of Pe ter, forged in mod ern times,
never rec og nized by any of the Apos tles, but it was openly and pos i tively
de nied by Paul. “For He that wrought ef fec tu ally in Pe ter to the apos tle ship
of the cir cum ci sion, the same was mighty in me to ward the Gen tiles” (Gal.
2:8). “And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pil lars, per- 
ceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barn abas the
right hand of fel low ship; that we should go unto the hea then, and they unto
the cir cum ci sion.” Here Pe ter is named only af ter James, a thing which
St. Paul would not have done if he had had any knowl edge of the mar velous
su pe ri or ity and supremacy of Pe ter above the other Apos tles. The fol low ing
are also the words of St. Paul: “When Pe ter was come to An ti och, I with- 
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stood him to the face, be cause he was to be blamed” (Gal. 2:11). It is ev i- 
dent that Paul had not the least idea that Pe ter was in an way su pe rior to
him self, when he with stood him to the face, and yet more when he wrote
these lines. It is clear that the Holy Ghost in spired Paul with the thought of
giv ing us here the ac count of his en er getic re sis tance to Pe ter, with stand ing
him to the face, in or der that we might not be de ceived by the great im pos- 
ture of the supremacy of Pe ter, which supremacy is the cor ner stone of the
apos tate Church of Rome.

2. The Church of Rome is an Idol a trous
Church

I will never again be a Ro man Catholic be cause the Church of Rome is an
idol a trous Church. She adores God: yes, but the god which she adores is
made out of a lit tle cake which is upon her al tars. At ev ery hour of his sac- 
er do tal life the priest is guilty of the crime which Aaron com mit ted when he
made the golden calf. The only dif fer ence be tween him and Aaron is that
Aaron’s god was made of gold, and the god of the priest is made of a piece
of paste, cooked by nuns or ser vant girls be tween two flat and hot iron
plates. The Church of Rome has a Christ on her al tars, — yes, and she dis- 
plays a true rev er ence to wards this Christ, or rather these Christs to which
she is truly de voted. She ex alts their power and their mercy. She sings beau- 
ti ful hymns in their honor. But the Christs which she adores are de nounced
by our Saviour in the 24th chap ter of St. Matthew: “There shall arise false
Christs, which shall show great signs and won ders, in so much that if it were
pos si ble they shall de ceive the very elect… If they shall say unto you, be- 
hold He is in the se cret cham bers, be lieve it not.” I see now how this ter ri- 
ble prophecy is ful filled in the Church of Rome, ev ery time that she obliges
her faith ful mem bers to fall down be fore these Christs made of lit tle cakes,
placed in the se cret re cep ta cles of the church. The Ro man Catholics be lieve
in these Christs, al though the Son of God said, “Be lieve them not.” They go
to church to adore that wafer god, al though the true Christ said “Go not af- 
ter them.”

In vain does the Ro man Church say that Christ gave to His priests the
power to make a God of one of these lit tle cakes. I an swer that Christ Him- 
self had not the power to make God, nor to make Him self out of an en- 
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graved cake. For His Fa ther had for bid den such acts of folly and idol a try
when, amidst the thun ders and light nings of Mount Sinai, He said, “Thou
shalt not make unto thee any graven im age, or any like ness of any thing that
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth be neath, or that is in the wa ters un- 
der the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thy self to them nor serve them, for
I, the Lord thy God, am a jeal ous God, vis it ing the in iq uity of the fa thers
upon the chil dren unto the third and fourth gen er a tions of them that hate
Me.”

Christ came to ful fill and not to vi o late the com mand ments of His Fa- 
ther. He could not give to the Church of Rome the per mis sion or the power
to trans gress them, in com mand ing, as they pre tend, that they should take a
lit tle en graved cake, change it into God, and kneel down be fore it. For that
is idol a try — yes, true and shame ful idol a try.

When Christ told us to eat His body and drink His blood, He em ployed
the same fig ure as when He said that He would eat the passover. Though He
used the words, “I will eat this passover,” He could not do it for the sim ple
rea son that the pas sage of the de stroy ing an gel through the land of Egypt
was not a thing that could be eaten. But the lamb that was laid on the ta ble
in re mem brance of that passover could be eaten as a re mem brance of the
passover.

There fore that lamb was called the passover. Thus, ac cord ing to the
same fig ure of speech, the body of Christ was not to be eaten, nor could
any one drink His blood, but the bread was to be eaten which rep re sented
His body, and this bread was then called His body, for the same rea son and
by the same rules of speech that the lamb was called the passover. Though it
was not the passover, it rep re sented it. It is in the same way, and ac cord ing
to the same use of lan guage, that when we look at a mar ble statue of Queen
Vic to ria, we say, “That is Queen Vic to ria.” We are aware that it is not at all
Queen Vic to ria, but merely a rep re sen ta tion of her.

3. Ro man Catholic Bish ops and Priests Are
Obliged to Per jure Them selves Ev ery Time
They Ex plain Scrip ture
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I shall never re turn to the Ro man Catholic re li gion, be cause all the bish ops
and all the priests of the Church of Rome are obliged to per jure them selves
ev ery time they ex plain a text of Holy Scrip ture. Yes, though I am us ing, in
thus speak ing, very hard and strong lan guage, I am telling the bare truth.
Since the day when he swore, at his or di na tion, only to in ter pret the Holy
Scrip tures ac cord ing to the unan i mous con sent of the holy fa thers, the priest
has rarely preached on a Bible text with out be ing guilty of per jury. For, af- 
ter hav ing at ten tively stud ied the holy fa thers, I am ready to prove that they
are only unan i mous on one sin gle point, which is to dif fer as to al most ev- 
ery sin gle text which they have com mented upon in their writ ings. For ex- 
amp le — a priest can not say with out per jur ing him self, that when Christ
said to Pe ter, “Thou art Pe ter, and upon this rock I will build My Church,”
He was al lud ing to Si mon as the stone which was to be the foun da tion stone
of the Church. For the priest knows very well that Saint Au gus tine and
many other fa thers said that Christ was speak ing of Him self when He said.
“Upon this rock I will build my Church.” (Matt. 16:18).

4. Au ric u lar Con fes sion is a Di a bol i cal In sti‐ 
tu tion

I can never again be a Ro man Catholic, for I know that au ric u lar con fes sion
is a di a bol i cal in sti tu tion, as I have am ply proved in my book “The Priest,
the Woman, and the Con fes sional.”

5. Ev ery Abom i na tion Ex ists in The Church
of Rome

I will never re turn to Ro man Catholi cism, for I have seen with my own eye
that which passes in side the walls of Rome. I have found there ev ery abom- 
i na tion which de files this earth. Priestly celibacy is a di a bol i cal in ven tion.
The pur ga tory, full of poor souls who burn there, and are only saved by the
pay ment of money to the Church, is a di a bol i cal in ven tion. The pro hi bi tion
to eat meat on cer tain days is a di a bol i cal in ven tion. The in fal li bil ity of the
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Pope, and the “im mac u late con cep tion of the mother of God,” are di a bol i cal
in ven tions.

6. Rome’s Priests, Bish ops, and Popes Have
Mar tyred Mil lions

God help ing me. I will never think of re turn ing to the Church of Rome, or
be ing rec on ciled to her, for her priests, her bish ops, and her popes have
shed the blood of mil lions of mar tyrs, from John Huss to our dear brother
Hack ett. On the hands of the popes I see the blood of 75,000 Protes tants
mas sa cred on the eve of Saint Bartholomew, and the blood of half a mil lion
Chris tians slaugh tered on the moun tains of Pied mont.

7. Rome is The Im pla ca ble En emy of God’s
Law, and the Free dom of Man

I will never again be a Ro man Catholic, for the Church of Rome is the im- 
pla ca ble en emy of the laws of God, and the rights, lib er ties, and priv i leges
of man. This Church has de graded, and brought to ruin and dis honor, ev ery
na tion which has been gov erned by her.

I could give many other rea sons on ac count of which it would be im pos- 
si ble for me to be again a Ro man Catholic; but I hope that those al ready
men tioned are suf fi cient to make it clear to my dear fel low coun try men that
hav ing once for all ac cepted Christ and His Holy Word as my sole guide for
faith and prac tice, I could never again bend my knee be fore idols and gods
of cake.

It is my wish and de sire that this dec la ra tion of my faith should be made
pub lic, and to this end I charge my son-in-law, the Rev. Joseph Morin, of
Mon treal, to pub lish it in the Eng lish and French pa pers, as he shall see fit.
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Brief Sketch Or The Life Of
Rev. Chiniquy

FA THER CHINIQUY was born in the town of Kamoraska, Canada, on 30th
July, 1809. From his in fancy he was taught the Scrip tures by his pi ous
mother, and got to love so many of the chap ters that he com mit ted them to
mem ory. When only nine years of age he had learnt by heart the his tory of
the cre ation and fall of man, the del uge, the sac ri fice of Isaac, the his tory of
Moses, the plagues of Egypt, the hymn of Moses af ter cross ing the Red Sea.
the most in ter est ing events in the life of David, sev eral Psalms, the para bles
of Christ, and the whole his tory of our S-tVi UUP as nar rated by John. Fa- 
ther Chiniquy thus de scribes an in ci dent in his early life which much im- 
pressed him: —

"One day when I was at home with my par ents the priest of the vil lage
came on a visit. His name was Rev. Mr. Cour tois, a man of un pleas ant ap- 
pear ance. This priest was born in France where he had a nar row es cape of
be ing con demned to death un der the ad min is tra tion of Robe spierre. He
found a refuge, how ever, first in Eng land and lat terly in Canada. On this oc- 
ca sion he ad dressed my fa ther, ‘Mr. Chiniquy, is it true that you and your
child read the Bible?’

"‘Yes, sir,’ was the quick re ply ‘we do, and what is more my lit tle boy
has learnt by heart a great num ber of its most in ter est ing chap ters. If you
will al low it, Mr. Cu rate, he will give you some of them.’ ‘I did not come
for that pur pose,’ abruptly replied the priest, ‘but do you not know that you
are for bid den by the holy coun cil of Trent to read the Bible, and that it is
my painful duty to get the Bible from you and burn it.’

"Quick as light ning my fa ther was on his feet, while I clung trem bling to
my mother’s gown. My fa ther’s anger was ter ri ble, and I feared a vi o lent
scene was about to take place for he paced the room with a dou ble quick
step, his lips pale and trem bling. The priest closely watched my fa ther’s
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move ments, his hands press ing his heavy cane, and his face giv ing the ev i- 
dence of a too well grounded ter ror.

“‘Sir,’ said my fa ther, ‘is that all you have to say here?’ ‘Yes, sir,’ said
the trem bling priest. ‘Well,’ added my fa ther, ‘you know the door by which
you en tered my house, please take the same door and go away quickly.’ The
priest went out im me di ately. I felt an in ex press ible joy when I saw that my
Bible was safe. I ran to my fa ther’s neck, kissed him, and thanked him for
his vic tory, and to pay him in my child ish way I jumped upon the ta ble and
re cited in my best style the fight be tween David and Go liath. Of course, in
my mind, my fa ther was David and the priest of Rome was the gi ant whom
the lit tle stone from the brook had stricken down. Thou know est, O God,
that it is to that Bible read at my mother’s knee I owe the knowl edge of the
truth to day; that the Bible had sent to my young heart and in tel li gence ray;
of light which all the dark er rors of Rome could never com pletely ex tin- 
guish.”

When Chiniquy was twelve years old his fa ther died. Shortly af ter the
fu neral they were again vis ited by Rev. Mr. Cour tois who de manded money
from the poor widow in or der that prayers should be made for the de liv er- 
ance of her hus band from the flames of pur ga tory. Mrs. Chiniquy had been
left quite pen ni less, and told the priest so, “but,” she added, “you see that
cow in the meadow not far from the house; her milk and the but ter made
from it form the prin ci pal part of my chil dren’s food. I hope you will not
take her away from us. If, how ever, such a sac ri fice must be made to de liver
my poor hus band’s soul from pur ga tory, take her as pay ment of the masses
to be of fered to ex tin guish those de vour ing flames.” “Very well,” said the
priest, and de lib er ately di rect ing his steps to wards the meadow he drove the
cow be fore him in the di rec tion of his home.

In the month of Au gust, 1829, Chiniquy fin ished his clas si cal course of
study in the col lege of NiCo let, and on 4th May, 1833, ir re vo ca bly con se- 
crated him self to the Church of Rome by tak ing the vow of celibacy and ac- 
cept ing the of fice of sub-dea con. It was not, how ever, till 21st Sep tem ber,
1833, that he was raised to the priest hood in the cathe dral of Que bec. “No
words,” he says, “can ex press the solem nity of my thoughts when the del e- 
gate of the Pope, im pos ing his hands on my head, gave me the power of
con vert ing a real wafer into the real sub stan tial body, blood, soul, and di vin- 
ity of Je sus Christ! The bright al lu sion of Eve as the de ceiver told her ‘Ye
’shall be as Gods,’ was child’s play with what I felt when as sured by the
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voice of my church that I was not only on equal terms with my Saviour, but
I was in re al ity above Him, and that here after I would not only com mand
but cre ate Him!”

Fa ther Chiniquy was a faith ful priest of Rome, and per formed the du ties
which de volved upon him with the ut most con sci en tious ness. He thus de- 
scribes his first ad min is tra tion of the Mass: "When the bell rang to tell me
that the hour was come to clothe my self with the golden priestly robes and
go to the al tar, my heart beat with such a ra pid ity that I came very near
faint ing. The ho li ness of the ac tion I was to do, the in fi nite great ness of the
sac ri fice I was about to make, the Di vine Vic tim I was to hold in my hands
and present to God the Fa ther, the won der ful mir a cle of tran sub stan ti a tion I
was about to per form, filled my soul. and my heart with such sen ti ments of
ter ror, joy, and awe, that I was trem bling from head to foot.

"It is not an easy thing to go through all the cer e monies of the Mass.
There are more than one hun dred dif fer ent cer e monies and po si tions of the
body which must be pre served with the ut most per fec tion. To omit one of
them will ingly is eter nal damna tion. To make one’s self be lieve that he can
con vert a piece of bread into God re quires such a supreme ef fort of the will,
and com plete an ni hi la tion of in tel li gence, that the state of the soul af ter the
ef fort is over is more like death than life. I had re ally per suaded my self that
I had done the most holy and sub lime ac tion of my life, when in fact I had
been guilty of the most out ra geous act of idol a try.

My eyes, my hands and lips, my mouth and tongue, and all my senses, as
well as the fac ul ties of my in tel li gence were telling me that what I had seen,
touched, eaten, was noth ing but a wafer; but the voices of the Pope and his
church were telling me it was the real body, blood, soul, and di vin ity of the
Lord Je sus Christ. I had per suaded my self that the voices of my senses and
in tel li gence were the voices of Sa tan, and that the de ceit ful voice of the
Pope was the voice of the God of truth. Ev ery priest of Rome has to come
to that strange de gree of folly and per ver sity ev ery day of his life to re main
a priest of Rome."

In 1836 Fa ther Chiniquy al most fell a vic tim to a ty phoid epi demic
which raged with dis as trous ef fects in Que bec. It was of so acute a form
that nearly ev ery one at tacked suc cumbed in about 12 days. On the ninth
day of his ill ness he was told there was no hope of his re cov ery. He was
quite re signed to his fate, and in voked all the saints in heaven, be gin ning
with the Holy Vir gin Mary, that. they might pray God to look down upon
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him in mercy and save his soul. On the thir teenth night, as the doc tors were
re tir ing, they whis pered to his friends, “He is dead, or if not he has only a
few min utes to live. He is al ready cold and breath less, and we can not feel
his pulse.” Chiniquy, how ever, heard these words, and was sud denly seized
with the idea that per haps he would be buried alive. No words can ex press
the sense of hor ror he felt at the idea. At that supreme mo ment he tried to
think of what chance he had of sal va tion, in vok ing the help of the blessed
Vir gin Mary. But a ter ri ble vi sion crossed his mind. Re mem ber ing the doc- 
trine of the church that “only those go to heaven who have never of fended
God, or who, hav ing of fended Him, have done penance,” he saw all his
good works and penances in the bal ance of the jus tice of God. These were
on one side of the scales and his sins on the other; but his good works
seemed only as a grain of sand as com pared with the weight of his sins! In
this dread ful mo ment he felt it was use less to pray to God, so turned his
thoughts to two fe male saints, St. Anne and St. Philomene, be seech ing them
to pray that his life might be spared to en able him to do more penance. He
be lieved at this mo ment that he saw these saints and heard them say, “You
will be cured.” Strange to say, just as this hap pened the cri sis of the fever
seemed to have passed, and he felt his strength sud denly re turn ing to him.
To the amaze ment of the friends who be lieved him dead, he stretched out
his bands, which he had not moved for three days, and said, “I am cured.
Please give me some thing to eat; I am hun gry.”

Some food was brought, and as Chiniquy eat it ravenously, and talked in
a cheer ful though fee ble voice of his re cov ery, they could scarcely be lieve
their eyes. He firmly be lieved that he was re stored by the in ter ces sion of the
two saints. One of his doc tors was a Protes tant, how ever, and told him sub- 
se quently that he could not be lieve in his the ory about the mirac u lous in ter- 
ven tion of the saints, but that the so-called vi sion was sim ply the turn ing-
point of the dis ease.

“There is noth ing so dif fi cult, how ever, as to per suade a man who does
not want to be per suaded,” and Fa ther Chiniquy clung tena ciously to the vi- 
sion the ory, and even went the length of hav ing a mag nif i cent pic ture
painted rep re sent ing him self ly ing on a bed with the saints hov er ing above
him. This he pre sented on a spe cial oc ca sion to the church of St. Anne,
more than 10,000 peo ple be ing col lected in side and out side the walls of the
church.
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In the course of time, how ever, as Fa ther Chiniquy be came more ac- 
quainted with the so-called power of the saints he be gan to see. that af ter all
his mar velous re cov ery through the mercy of God, had been due to nat u ral
causes and not the re sult of the saints’ sup pli ca tions.

Fa ther Chiniquy was a strong tem per ance ad vo cate, and was the means
of start ing and car ry ing on many tem per ance so ci eties, of ten, how ever,
against the bit ter Op po si tion of his fel low-priests. So much was he iden ti- 
fied with the cause of ’ tem per ance that he was known as the “Cana dian
Apos tle of Tem per ance.”

But dur ing all these years Chiniquy’s faith in the doc trines of the Romish
Church was slowly but surely crum bling to the ground. He strug gled hard
against these sea sons of doubt, but one by one he found him self ir re sistibly
com pelled to re ject the fun da men tal be liefs of Ro man Catholi cism, and fi- 
nally, af ter a most ex tra or di nary se ries of per se cu tion and vi cis si tudes
which would have daunted the courage of most men, he sev ered his con nec- 
tion with the Church of Rome for ever. He thus de scribes his ex tra or di nary
ex pe ri ence when he took that supreme step. He had just had a stormy in ter- 
view with his bishop, to whom he had ad mit ted that he could no longer sub- 
mit to his rul ing or fur ther teach the doc trine of the Church.

“‘If that be so, sir,’ said the bishop, ‘you can no longer be a Ro man
Catholic priest.’ I raised my hands to heaven, and cried aloud, ‘May God
Almighty be for ever blessed.’ I took my hat and left to go to my ho tel.
When alone in my room I looked the door and fell on my knees to con sider,
in the pres ence of God, what I had just done. ‘My God,’ I cried, ‘the Church
of Rome is not Thy Church. To obey the voice of my con science, which is
Thine, I give it up. When I had the choice of giv ing up that church or the
Bible I did not hes i tate; I could not give up Thy Holy Word. I have given up
Rome; but, O Lord, where is Thy Church? Where must I go to be saved?
Just then my eyes fell on these words in the New Tes ta ment, ’Ye are bought
with a price.’ ‘Be not ye the ser vants of men.’ They at once brought a great
and de light ful calm to my soul. I said to my self, ‘Je sus has bought me, then
I am His. My sal va tion must then be a per fect sal va tion, and if Je sus has
per fectly saved me by shed ding His blood on the Cross, I am not saved, as I
have thought and preached till now, by my penances, my prayers to Mary
and the saints, my con fes sions and in dul gen cies, or the flames of pur ga- 
tory.’ At that in stant all the mum meries by which the poor Ro man Catholics
are so cru elly de ceived—the Chap lets, in dul gen cies, scapu lar ies, au ric u lar
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con fes sion, in vo ca tion of the Vir gin, holy wa ter, masses, pur ga tory,etc.—
van ished from my mind as a huge tower when struck at the foun da tion
crum bles to the ground. Je sus alone re mained in my mind as the Saviour of
my soul.”1

Fa ther Chiniquy im me di ately in ti mated his con ver sion to the church of
which he had charge, and to his great joy the en tire con gre ga tion of over
1,000 per sons sev ered their con nec tion with the Church of Rome along with
him. This num ber rapidly in creased till, on the 15th of April, 1860, Fa ther
Chiniquy for mally joined the Pres by te rian Church along with 2,000 con- 
verts. He con tin ued to be might ily used in the Gospel till the day of his
death at the ad vanced age of 90.

1. We are in debted for the short ex tracts in the fore go ing to the vol ume
“Fifty Years in the Church of Rome,” by Fa ther Chiniquy.↩ 
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)

En cour ag ing Chris tian Books
for You to Down load and En joy

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/103-gerberding-new-testament-conversions/
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of some ti tles at Ama zon.

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/502-stork-sermons/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/190-long-the-way-made-plain/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/171-loy-doctrine-of-justification/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/109-jacobs-summary-christian-faith/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/104-schmauk-confessional-principle/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/530-roe-without-a-home/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/330-hocking-the-passion-for-life/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/582-jacobs-augsburg-confession/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/583-jacobs-luthers-small-catechism
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/584-jacobs-luthers-large-catechism
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/585-jacobs-melanchthons-apology
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/586-jacobs-formula-of-concord
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian

	Also Available from LutheranLibrary.org
	About The Lutheran Library
	Contents
	Preface by Lutheran Librarian
	A Note about Typos [Typographical Errors]

	Preface
	Rev. Chiniquy’s Confession of Faith
	1. Apostolic Succession Is An Imposture
	2. The Church of Rome is an Idolatrous Church
	3. Roman Catholic Bishops and Priests Are Obliged to Perjure Themselves Every Time They Explain Scripture
	4. Auricular Confession is a Diabolical Institution
	5. Every Abomination Exists in The Church of Rome
	6. Rome’s Priests, Bishops, and Popes Have Martyred Millions
	7. Rome is The Implacable Enemy of God’s Law, and the Freedom of Man

	Brief Sketch Or The Life Of Rev. Chiniquy
	Copyright Notice
	How Can You Find Peace With God?
	Benediction
	Encouraging Christian Books for You to Download and Enjoy

