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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]

Please have pa tience with us when you come across ty pos. Over time we
are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you would like to
send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they are cor rected.
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Rome and Ed u ca tion

Pas tor Chiniquy de liv ered this lec ture at Man ches ter, N.H., De cem ber 2, 1880

MY CHRIS TIAN FRIENDS — I have never felt the re spon si bil ity of my po si tion
more than this evening. The sub ject on which I am re quested to speak is of
vi tal im por tance: “ED U CA TION IN THE CHURCH OF ROME COM PARED WITH ED U- 
CA TION AMONG PROTES TANTS,” or “WHY DO THE PRIESTS OF ROME HATE OUR

SCHOOLS?”
This sub ject is vast as the great ocean which washes your shores: it is

more pro found than the mighty Pa cific; it is lim it less in its ex tent. My re- 
gret is that it is im pos si ble to do jus tice to it in a sin gle lec ture. How ever,
re ly ing on the help of our great and mer ci ful God, whose holy name has just
been in voked through our Saviour, Je sus Christ, and re mem ber ing that I am
not among strangers who will judge me with sever ity, but among brethren
on the kind feel ings of whom I can rely, I will do all I can to throw some
new light on that mo men tous ques tion which, to day more than ever, does
oc cupy the minds of the civ i lized world.

The word ED U CA TION is a beau ti ful word. It comes from the Latin ed u- 
care, which means to raise up, to take from the low est de grees to the high- 
est spheres of knowl edge. The ob ject of ed u ca tion is then, to feed, ex pand,
raise, en lighten, and strengthen the in tel li gence.

You hear the Ro man Catholic priests mak ing use of that beau ti ful word
ed u ca tion as of ten, if not more of ten than the Protes tant. But that word “ed- 
u ca tion” has a very dif fer ent mean ing among the fol low ers of the Pope,
than among the dis ci ples of the Gospel. And that dif fer ence, which you
Protes tants ig nore, is the cause of the strange blun ders you make ev ery time
you try to leg is late on that ques tion, here, as well as in Eng land or in
Canada.

The mean ing of the word ed u ca tion among you Protes tants is as far from
the mean ing of that same word among Ro man Catholics as the south ern
pole is from the north ern one. When a Protes tant speaks of ed u ca tion, that
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word is used and un der stood in its true sense. When you send your lit tle boy
to a Protes tant school, you hon estly de sire that he should be reared up in the
spheres of knowl edge as much as his in tel li gence will al low it. When that
lit tle boy is go ing to school, he soon feels that he has been raised up to
some ex tent, and he ex pe ri ences a sin cere joy, a no ble pride, for this new,
though at first very mod est, rais ing; but he nat u rally un der stands that this
new and mod est up heaval is only a stone to step on, and raise him self to a
higher de gree of knowl edge, and he quickly makes that sec ond step with an
un speak able plea sure. When the son of a Protes tant has ac quired a lit tle
knowl edge, he wants to ac quire more. When he has learned what this
means, he wants to know what that means also. Like the young ea gle, he
trims his wings for a higher flight, and turns his head up ward to go far ther
up in the at mos phere of knowl edge. A no ble and mys te ri ous am bi tion has
sud denly seized his young soul. Then he be gins to feel some thing of that
un quench able thirst for knowl edge, which God him self has put in the breast
of ev ery child of Adam, a thirst of knowl edge, how ever, which will never
be per fectly re al ized ex cept in heaven.

When God cre ated man in His own im age, he en dowed him with an in- 
tel li gence and moral fac ul ties wor thy of the high, I was go ing to say the di- 
vine, dig nity of His own beloved chil dren. He Him self put in us as pi ra tions
and in stincts by which we were to be con stantly long ing af ter the oceans of
light, truth, and knowl edge, whose waves wash His eter nal throne. It is that
thirst af ter more knowl edge, that con stant long ing af ter more light which
con sti tutes the dif fer ence be tween man and brute. Man has re ceived from
God an in tel li gence which, though clouded now by sin, is to him what the
helm is to the no ble ship which crosses your bound less ocean; he has a con- 
science, an im mor tal soul which binds him to God, and he feels it. His des- 
tinies are glo ri ous, they are in com men su rable, they are in fi nite, and he
knows it. Though a de throned king, he feels that he is still a king. The 6,000
years which have passed over him have not yet ef faced the kingly ti tle
which God Him self wrote on his fore head when he told him “Mul ti ply. and
re plen ish the earth, and sub due it.” (Gen. 1:28.) With that glo ri ous, that di- 
vine mis sion of sub du ing the air and the light, the wind and the waves, the
seas and the earth, the roar ing thun der and the dash ing light ning, con stantly
be fore his eyes, man marches to the con quest of the world with the calm
cer ti tude of his power, and the glo ri ous as pi ra tions of his royal dig nity.
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The ob ject of ed u ca tion then is to en able man to ful fill that kingly mis- 
sion of rul ing, sub du ing the world, un der the eyes of his Cre ator. Let us re- 
mem ber that it is not from him self, nor from any an gel, but it is from God
Him self that man has re ceived that sub lime mis sion. Yes, it is God him self
who has im planted in the bo som of hu man ity the knowl edge and as pi ra tions
of those splen did des tinies which can be at tained only by “Ed u ca tion.”

What a glo ri ous im pulse is this that seizes hold of the newly awak ened
mind, and leads the young in tel li gence to rise higher and pierce the clouds
that hide from his gaze, the splen dors of knowl edge that lies con cealed be- 
yond the gloom of this nether sphere? That im pulse is a no ble am bi tion: it is
that part of hu man ity that as sim i lates it self to the like ness of the great Cre- 
ator; that im pulse which ed u ca tion has for its mis sion to di rect in its on ward
and up ward march, is one of the most pre cious gifts of God to man. Once
more, the glo ri ous mis sion of ed u ca tion is to fos ter these thirst ings af ter
knowl edge and lead man to ac com plish his high des tiny.

It ought to he a duty with both Ro man Catholics and Protes tants to as sist
the pupil in his flight to ward the re gions of sci ence and learn ing. But is it
so? No. When you, Protes tants, send your chil dren to school, you put no
fet ters to their in tel li gence; they rise with flut ter ing wings day af ter day.
Though their flight at first is slow and timid, how they feel happy at ev ery
new as pect of their in tel lec tual hori zon! How their hearts beat with an un- 
speak able joy when they be gin to hear voices of ap plause and en cour age- 
ment from ev ery side say ing to them: “higher, higher, higher!” when they
shake their young wings to take a still higher flight, who can ex press their
joy. when they dis tinctly hear again the voices of a beloved mother, of a
dear fa ther, of a ven er a ble pas tor, cheer ing them and say ing: “Well done!
higher yet my child, higher!”

Rais ing them selves with more con fi dence on their wings, they, then, soar
still higher in the midst of the unan i mous con cert of the voices of their
whole coun try en cour ag ing them to the high est flight. It is then that the
young man feels his in tel lec tual strength ten fold mul ti plied. He lifts him self
on his ea gle wings with a re newed con fi dence and power, and soars up still
higher with his heart, heat ing with a no ble and holy joy. For from the south
and north, from the east and the west the echoes bring to his ears the voices
of the ad mir ing mul ti tudes — “Rise higher, higher yet!”

He has now reached what he thought at first to he the high est re gions of
thought and knowl edge; but he hears again the same stim u lat ing cries from
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be low, en cour ag ing him to a still higher flight to ward the lofti est do min ion
to knowl edge and phi los o phy, till he en ters the re gions where lies the source
of all truth, and light and life. For he has also heard the voice of his God
speak ing through His Son Je sus Christ, cry ing: “Come unto me! Fear not!
Come unto me! I am the light, the way! Come to this higher re gion where
the Fa ther, with the Son, and the Spirit reign in end less light!”

Thus my friends, does the Protes tant scholar, mak ing use of his in tel li- 
gence as the ea gle of his wing, go on from weak ness unto strength, from the
timid flut ter, to the bold, con fi dent flight, from one de gree to an other, still
higher; from one re gion of knowl edge to an other still higher, till he loses
him self in that ocean of light and truth and life which is God.

In the Protes tant schools no fet ters are put on the young ea gle’s wings,
there is noth ing to stop him in his progress or par a lyze his move ments and
up ward flights. It is the con trary — he re ceives ev ery kind of en cour age- 
ment in his flight.

Thus it is that the only truly great na tions in the world are Protes tants.
Thus it is the truly pow er ful na tions in the world are Protes tants! Thus it is
that the only free na tions in the world are Protes tants! The Protes tant na- 
tions are the only ones that ac quit them selves like men in the arena of this
world: Protes tant na tions only, march as gi ants at the head of the civ i lized
world. Ev ery where they are the ad vanced guard in the ranks of progress,
sci ence, and lib erty: leav ing far be hind the un for tu nate na tions whose hands
and feet are tied by the ig no min ious iron chains of Pop ery.

Af ter we have seen the Protes tant scholar rais ing him self, on his ea gle
wings to the high est spheres of in tel li gence, hap pi ness, and light, and
march ing unim peded to ward his splen did des tinies, let us turn our eyes to- 
ward the Ro man Catholic stu dent, and let us con sider and pity him in the
supreme degra da tion to which he is sub jected.

That young Ro man Catholic scholar is born with the same bright in tel li- 
gence as the Protes tant one; he is en dowed by his Cre ator with the same
pow ers of mind as his Protes tant neigh bor; he has the same im pulses, the
same no ble as pi ra tions, im planted by the hand of God in his breast. He is
sent to school, ap par ently like the Protes tant boy to re ceive what is called
“Ed u ca tion.” He at first un der stands that word in its true sense, he goes to
school with the hope of be ing raised, el e vated as high as his in tel li gence
and his per sonal ef forts will al low. His heart heats with joy, when at once
the first rays of light and knowl edge comes to him; he feels a holy, a no ble
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pride at ev ery new step he makes in his up ward progress; he longs to learn
more, he wants to raise higher: — he also takes up his wings, like the young
ea gle, and soars up higher.

But, here be gin the dis ap point ments and tribu la tions of the Ro man
Catholic stu dent: for he is al lowed to raise him self, yes — but when he has
raised him self high enough to be on a level with the big toes of the pope, he
hears pierc ing. an gry, threat en ing cries com ing from ev ery side — “Stop!
stop! Do not raise your self higher than the toes of the holy pope! …Kiss
those holy toes… and stop your up ward flight! Re mem ber that the pope is
the only source of sci ence, knowl edge and truth! …The knowl edge of the
Pope is the ul ti mate limit of learn ing and light to which hu man ity can at- 
tain… You are not al lowed to know and be lieve what his ho li ness does not
know and be lieve. Stop! — Stop! Do not go an inch higher than the in tel- 
lec tual hori zon of the supreme Pon titf of Rome, in whom only is the plen i- 
tude of the true sci ence which will save the world.”

Some will per haps an swer me here: “Has not Rome pro duced great men
in ev ery de part ment of sci ence?” I an swer yes. Rome can show us a long
list of names which shine among the bright est lights of the fir ma ment of
sci ence and phi los o phy. She can show us her Coper ni cus. her Galileos, her
Paschals, her Bossuets, her Lamen nis. etc., etc. But it is at their risk and
peril that those gi ants of in tel li gence have raised them selves into the high est
re gions of phi los o phy and sci ence. it is in spite of Rome that those ea gles
have soared up above the damp and ob scure hori zon where the pope of fers
his big toes to he kissed and wor shipped as the nee plus ul tra of hu man in- 
tel li gence; and they have in vari ably been pun ished for their temer ity.

On the 22d of June. 1608, Gallileo was obliged to fall on his knees in or- 
der to es cape the cruel death to which he was to be con demned by the or der
of the pope; and he signed with his own hand the fol low ing re trac tion: “I
ab jure, curse, and de test the er ror and heresy of the mo tion of the earth.”
etc., etc.

That learned man had to de grade him self by swear ing a most egre gious
lie, namely, that he would never say any more that the earth moved around
the sun. Time it is that the wings of that gi ant ea gle of Rome were clipped
by the scis sors of the pope. That mighty in tel li gence was bruised, fet tered,
and, as much as it was pos si ble to the Church of Rome, de graded, si lenced,
and killed. But God would not al low that such a gi ant in tel lect should be en- 
tirely stran gled by the. bloody hands of that im pla ca ble en emy of light and
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truth the pope. Suf fi cient strength and life had re mained in Galileo to en able
him to say, when ris ing up. “This will not pre vent the earth from mov ing!”

The in fal li ble de cree of the in fal li ble pope, Ur ban VIII, against the mo- 
tion of the earth, is signed by the Car di nals Fella, Guido, Deside rio, An to- 
nio, Bellingero, and Fabri ci cio. It says, “In the name and by the au thor ity of
Je sus Christ. the plen i tude of which re sides in His vicar, the pope, that the
propo si tion that the earth is not the cen ter of the world, and that it moves
with a di ur nal mo tion is ab surd, philo soph i cally false. and er ro neous in
faith.”

What a glo ri ous thing for the Pope of Rome to be in fal li ble! He in fal li- 
bly knows that the earth does not move around the sun! And what a blessed
thing for the Ro man Catholics to be gov erned and taught by such an in fal li- 
ble be ing! In con se quence of that in fal li ble de cree, you will ad mire the fol- 
low ing act of hum ble sub mis sion of two cel e brated Je suit as tronomers,
Lesueur and Jae quier: “New ton as sumes in his third book the hy poth e sis of
the earth mov ing around the sun. The propo si tion of that au thor could not
be ex plained, ex cept through the same hy poth e sis: we have, there fore been
forced to act a char ac ter not our own. But we de clare our en tire sub mis sion
to the de crees of the supreme, Pon tiffs of Rome against the mo tion of the
earth.” — New toni’s Prin cipia, vol. iii, p. 450.

Now, please tell me if the world has ever wit nessed any degra da tion like
that of Ro man Catholics? I do not speak of the ig no rant and un learned, but I
speak of the learned — the in tel li gent ones. There, you see Galileo con- 
demned to jail be cause he had proved that the earth moved around the sun,
and to avoid the cruel death on the rack of the holy In qui si tion. If he does
not re tract, he falls on his knees. and swears that he will never be lieve it —
in the very mo ment that he be lieves it he prom ises, un der a solemn oath,
that he will never say it any more, when he is de ter mined to pro claim it
again the very first op por tu nity! And here you see two other learned Je suits
who have writ ten a very able work to prove that the earth moves around the
sun: but, trem bling at the thun ders of the Vat i can which are roar ing on their
heads, and threaten to kill them, they say that they sub mit to the de crees of
the Popes of Rome against the mo tion of the earth: they tell a most con- 
temptible and ridicu lous lie tn save them selves from the im pla ca ble wrath
of that great light ex tin guisher whose throne is in the city of the seven hills.

Lame nais, a Ro man Catholic priest who lived in this very cen tury, was
one of the most pro found philoso phers, and elo quent writ ers, which France
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has ever had. But Lame nias was pub licly ex com mu ni cated for hav ing raised
him self high enough in the re gions of Gospel light to see that “lib erty of
con science” was one of the great priv i leges which Christ has brought from
heaven for all the na tions, and which He has sealed with His blood! No man
has ever raised him self higher in the re gions of thought and phi los o phy than
Paschal: but the wings of that gi ant ea gle were clipped by the pope. Paschal
was an out cast in the Church of Rome. He lived and died an ex com mu ni- 
cated man. Bossuet is the most elo quent or a tor which Rome has given to
the world. But Veuil lot, the ed i tor of the Univers (the of fi cial jour nal of the
Ro man Catholic clergy of France), as sures us that Bossuet was a dis guised
Protes tant.

If at any step made by the Protes tant through the re gions of sci ence and
learn ing he asks God or man to tell him how he can pro ceed any fur ther
with out any fear of fall ing into some un known and un sus pected abyss, both
God and man tell him what Christ said to his apos tles — that he has eyes to
see, ears to hear, and an in tel li gence to un der stand: he is re minded that it is
with his own eyes, and not his neigh bor’s eyes, he must look: that it is with
his own ears, and not with an other one’s ears he must hear: and that it is
with his own in tel li gence. and not an other’s in tel li gence, he must un der- 
stand. And when the Protes tant has made use of his own eyes to see, and his
own ears to hear, and his own in tel li gence to un der stand, he, nev er the less
feels again his feet un cer tain on the trem bling waves of the mys te ri ous and
un ex plored re gions of sci ence and learn ing which spread be fore him as a
bound less ocean, all the echoes of heaven and earth bring to his ears the
sim ple but sub lime words of the Son of God: “If a son shall ask bread of
any of you that is a fa ther, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will
he give him a ser pent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he of fer him a scor- 
pion? If ye then be ing evil know how to give good gifts unto your chil dren:
how much shall your heav enly Fa ther give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
him?”

Em bold ened with this in fal li ble prom ise of the Saviour which has en no- 
bled and al most di vinized him, the Protes tant stu dent ceased to trem ble and
fear: a new strength has been given to his feet, a new power to his mind.
For he has gone to his Fa ther for more light and strength. Nay! he has
boldly asked not only the as sis tance and the help of the Spirit of God, but
the very pres ence of His Spirit in his soul to guide and strengthen him. The
as sur ance that the great God who has cre ated heaven and earth is his Fa ther,



14

his lov ing Fa ther, has ab so lutely raised him above him self: it has given a
new, I dare say, a di vine im pulse to all his as pi ra tions for truth and knowl- 
edge. It has put in his breast the as sur ance that sus tained by the love and the
light and the help of that great in fi nite eter nal God, he feels him self as a gi- 
ant able to cope with any ob sta cle. He does not any more walk on his way
to eter nity as a worm of the dust: a voice from heaven has told him that he
was the child of God! Eter nity and not time then be comes the lim its of his
ex is tence. He is no more sat is fied with touch ing with his hands and study- 
ing with his eves the few ob jects which are within the lim ited hori zon of his
eye lid-vi sion. He stretches his gi ant hands to the bound less lim its of the in- 
fi nite. He boldly raises his feet and eyes from the dust of this earth to
launch him self into the bound less means of the un known worlds. He feels
as if there was al most noth ing be yond the reach of his in tel li gence, noth ing
to re sist the power of his arms, noth ing to stop his on ward progress to ward
the in fi nite, so long as the in fal li ble words of Christ will he his com pass, his
light, and his strength. He will then touch the moun tains and they will melt
and bow down be fore him to let his iron and fiery char iot pass over the
rocky moun tains, 8.000 feet above the level of the sea. He will boldly as- 
cend to the re gions where the light ning and the storms reign, and there he
will plunge his dar ing hands into the roar ing clouds, and wrench the sparkle
of light ning which will carry his mes sage from one end to the other of this
world. He will force the oceans to trem ble and sub mit as hum ble slaves. be- 
fore those mar velous steam-en gines which like gi ants carry “float ing cities”
over all the seas in spite of the winds and the waves.

Had the New tons, the Franklins, the Ful tons, the Morses been Ro man- 
ists, their names would have been lost in the ob scu rity, which is the nat u ral
her itage of the ab ject slaves of the popes. Be ing told from their in fancy that
no one had any right to make use of his “Pri vate judg ment” in tel li gence and
con science in the re search of truth, they would have re mained mute and
mo tion less at the feet of the mod ern and ter ri ble God of Rome, the Pope.
But they were Protes tants! In that great and glo ri ous word “Protes tant” is
the se cret of the mar velous dis cov er ies with which they have changed the
face of the world. They were Protes tants! yes, they had passed their young
years in Protes tant schools, where they had read a book which told them
that they were cre ated in the im age of God, and that that great God had sent
His eter nal Son Je sus, to make them free from the bondage of man. They
had read in that Protes tant book (for the Bible is the most Protes tant book
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which ex ists in the world) that man had not only a con science, but an in tel- 
li gence to guide him: they had learned that that in tel li gence and con science
had no other mas ter but God; no other guide but God; no other light but
God. On the walls of their Protes tant schools the Son of God had writ ten the
mar velous words: “Come unto me, I am the Light, the Way, the Life.” But
when the Protes tant na tions are march ing with such gi ant strides to the con- 
quest of the world, why is it that the Ro man Catholic na tions not only re- 
main sta tion ary, but give ev i dence of a deca dence which is, day af ter day,
more and more ap palling and remedi less? Go to their schools and give a
mo ment of at ten tion to the prin ci ples which are sown in the young in tel li- 
gences of their un for tu nate slaves, and you will have the key to that sad
mys tery.

What is not only the first, but the daily school les son taught to the Ro- 
man Catholic? is it not that one of the great est crimes which a man can
com mit is to fol low his “pri vate judg ment?” Which means that he has eyes,
but he can not see, ears, but he can not hear, and in tel li gence, but he can not
make use of it in the re search of truth and light and knowl edge with out dan- 
ger to be eter nally damned. His su pe ri ors — which means the priest and the
pope — must see for him, hear for him, and think for him. Yes, the Ro man
Catholic is con stantly told in his school that the most un par don able and
damnable crime is to make use of his own in tel li gence and fol low his pri- 
vate judg ment in the re search of truth. He is con stantly re minded that man’s
own pri vate judg ment is his great est en emy. Hence, all his in tel lec tual and
con sci en tious ef forts must be brought to fight down, si lence, kill his “pri- 
vate judg ment.” It is by the judg ment of his su pe ri ors — the priest, the
bishop and the pope — that he must be guided in ev ery thing.

Now, what is a man who can not make use of his “pri vate per sonal judg- 
ment.” Is he not a slave, an id iot, an ass? And what is a na tion com posed of
men who do not make use of their pri vate per sonal judg ment in the re search
of truth and hap pi ness. if not a na tion of brutes, slaves and con temptible id- 
iots?

But as this will look like an ex ag ger a tion on my part, al low me to force
the Church of Rome to come here and speak for her self. Please pay at ten- 
tion to what she has to say about the in tel lec tual fac ul ties of men. Here are
the very words of the so-called Saint Ig natius Loy ola. the founder of the Je- 
suit So ci ety.
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“’As for holy obe di ence. this virtue must be per fect in ev ery point, in ex- 
e cu tion, in will, in in tel lect; do ing winch is en joined with all celer ity, spir i- 
tual joy and per se ver ance; per suad ing our selves that ev ery thing is just; sup- 
press ing ev ery re pug nant thought and judg ment of one’s own, in a cer tain
obe di ence; and let ev ery one per suade him self that he who lives un der obe- 
di ence should be moved and di rected un der Di vine Prov i dence, by his su pe- 
rior, JUST AS IF HE WERE A CORPSE (perinde acsi ca daver es set) which al lows
it self to be moved and led in ev ery di rec tion.”

Yes! Protes tants, when you send your child to school it is that he may
more and more un der stand the dig nity of man. Your ob ject is to en lighten,
ex pand, and raise his in tel li gence. You want to give more light, more
strength, more food, more life to that in tel li gence. But know it well, not
from my lips, but from the solemn dec la ra tion of Rome. The young Ro man
Catholic goes to school not only that his in tel li gence may be fet tered,
clouded and par a lyzed, but that it may be killed. (You have heard it). It is
only when he will be like a corpse be fore his su pe rior that the young Ro- 
man Catholic will have at tained to the high est de gree of per fect man hood!
Is not such a doc trine ab so lutely anti-Chris tian and anti-so cial? Is it not di a- 
bol i cal? Would not mankind be come a flock of brute beasts if the Church of
Rome could suc ceed in her plans of per suad ing ev ery one of her hun dred of
mil lions of slaves to con sider them selves as ca dav ers — corpses in the pres- 
ence of their su pe ri ors?

Some one will, per haps, ask me what can be the ob ject of the popes and
the priests of Rome in de grad ing the Ro man Catholics in such a strange
way that they turn them into moral corpses? What can be the use of those
hun dred of mil lions of corpses? Why not let them live? The an swer is a
very easy one: The great, the only ob ject of the thoughts and work ings of
the priests and the pope, is to raise them selves above the rest of the world.
They want to be high! high! high above the heads not only of the com mon
peo ple, but of the kings and em per ors of the world. They want to be not
only as high, but higher than God. It is when speak ing of the pope that the
Holy Ghost says: “He op poseth and ex al teth him self above all that is called
God, or that is wor shiped; so that he, as God, sit teth in the tem ple of God,
shew ing him self that he is God.” — 2 Thes. 2:4. To at tain their ob ject, the
priests have per suaded their mil lions and mil lions of slaves that they were
mere corpses; that they had no will, no con science, no in tel li gence of their
own, just “as corpses which al low them selves to be moved and led in any
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way, with out any re sis tance.” When this has been once gained, they have
made a pyra mid of all those mo tion less, in ert corpses which is so high, that
though its feet are on the earth, the top goes to the skies, in the very abode
of the old di vini ties of the Pa gan world, and putting them selves and their
popes at the top of that mar velous pyra mid, the priests say to the rest of the
world: “Who among you are as high as we are? Who has ever been raised
by God as a priest and a pope? Where are the kings and the em per ors whose
thrones are as el e vated as ours? Are we not at the very top of hu man ity?”
Yes! yes! I an swer to the popes and the priests of Rome, you are high, very
high in deed! No throne on earth has ever been so sub lime, so ex alted as
yours. Since the days of the tow ers of Ba bel, the world has not seen such a
huge fab ric. Your throne is higher than any thing we know. But, it is a throne
of corpses!!!

And if you want to know what other use is made of those mil lions and
mil lions of corpses, I will tell it to you. There is no ma nure so rich as dead
car casses. Those mil lions of corpses serve to ma nure the gar dens of the
priests, the bish ops and the popes, and make their cab bages grow! And
what fine cab bages grow in the pope’s gar den?

Is it not a lucky thing for the world in gen eral, and for the Ro man
Catholics in par tic u lar, that though they are taught to be come like corpses,
to have no will, no un der stand ing, no judg ment of their own, in the pres- 
ence of their su pe ri ors there are many who can never at tain to that per fec- 
tion of in tel lec tual degra da tion and death! Yes, in spite of the ef forts, in
spite of the teach ings of their Church, a few Ro man Catholics re tain some
life, some will, some in tel li gence, some judg ment of their own which pre- 
vents them from be com ing com plete brutes. They now and then refuse to
de scend to the damp, dark and pu trid abode of the corpses. They want to
breathe the fresh and pure air of lib erty which God has given to man. They
raise their hu mil i ated fore head from the ig no min ious tomb which their
Church has dug for them, and they give some signs of life. But at ev ery
such signs of life given by an in di vid ual. or by a peo ple in the Church of
Rome, be sure that you will see the flash ing light and hear the roar ing thun- 
ders of the Vat i can di rected against the rebel who dares to refuse to be come
a corpse be fore his su pe ri ors. It is for hav ing shown such signs of life and
in de pen dence of mind that Galileo was sent to jail and threat ened to be cru- 
elly tor tured on the racks of the In qui si tion in Italy, three hun dred years ago.
It is for hav ing shown those symp toms of life, that only a few days ago, the
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hon est Kenna, one of the most re spected Ro man Catholics of Bathurst, N.
S. Wales, was ex com mu ni cated the day be fore his death, and had to be
buried as a dog in his own field, for hav ing re fused to take away his chil- 
dren from an ex cel lent gram mar school to obey the priest. It is for hav ing
dared to think for him self a few days be fore his death, that the ami able and
learned Mon ta lam bert was con sid ered as an out cast by the pope, who re- 
fused him the honor of pub lic prayers in Rome af ter his death.

But that you may bet ter un der stand the de grad ing ten den cies of the prin- 
ci ples which are as the fun da men tal stone of the moral and in tel lec tual ed u- 
ca tion of Rome, let me put be fore your eyes an other ex tract of the Je suit
teach ings. which I take again from the “Spir i tual Ex er cise,” as laid down by
their founder, Ig natius Loy ola: “That we may in all things at tain the truth,
that we may not err in any thing, we ought ever to hold as a fixed prin ci ple
that what I see white I be lieve to be black, if the su pe rior au thor i ties of the
Church de fine it to be so.” You all know that it is the avowed de sire of
Rome to have pub lic ed u ca tion in the hands of the Je suits. She says ev ery- 
where that they are the best, the model teach ers. Why so? Be cause they
more boldly and more suc cess fully than any other of her teach ers aim at the
de struc tion of the in tel li gence and con science of their pupils. Rome pro- 
claims ev ery where that the Je suits are the most de voted. the most re li able of
her teach ers, and she is right, for when a man has been trained a suf fi cient
time by them, he most per fectly be comes a moral corpse. His su pe ri ors can
do what they please with him. When he knows that a thing is white as snow,
he is ready to swear that it is black as ink if his su pe rior tells him so. But
some among you may be tempted to think that these de grad ing prin ci ples
are ex clu sively taught by the Je suits; that they are not the teach ings of the
Church, and that I do an in jus tice to the Ro man Catholics when I give, as a
gen eral in iq uity, what is the guilt of the Je suits only. Lis ten to the words of
that in fal li ble Pope Gre gory XVI, in his cel e brated En cycli cal of the 16th of
Au gust, 1882. “If the holy church so re quires, let us sac ri fice our own opin- 
ions, our knowl edge, our in tel li gence, the splen did dreams of our imag i na- 
tion, and the most sub lime at tain ments of the hu man un der stand ing.” It is
when con sid er ing those anti-so cial prin ci ples of Rome that our learned and
pro found thinker, Glad stone, wrote, not long ago: “No more cun ning plot
was ever de vised against the free dom, the hap pi ness and the virtue of
mankind than Ro man ism.” (Let ter to Earl Ab erdeen.) Now, Protes tants, do
you be gin to see the dif fer ence of the ob ject of ed u ca tion be tween a Protes- 
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tant and a Ro man Catholic school? Do you be gin to un der stand the truth of
what I said, at the be gin ning of this ad dress, that there is as great a dis tance
be tween the word Ed u ca tion among you, and the mean ing of the same word
in the Church of Rome, than be tween the south ern and the north ern poles!
By ed u ca tion you mean to raise man to the high est sphere of man hood.
Rome means to lower him be low the most stupid brutes. By ed u ca tion you
mean to teach man that he is a free agent, that lib erty within the lim its of the
laws of God, and of his coun try, is a gift se cured to ev ery one; you want to
im press ev ery man with the no ble thought that it is bet ter to die a free man
than to live a slave. Rome wants to teach that there is only one man who is
free, the pope, and that all the rest are born to be his ab ject slaves in
thought, will and ac tion.

Now, that you may still more un der stand to what bot tom less abyss of hu- 
man degra da tion and moral de prav ity these anti-Chris tian and anti-so cial
prin ci ples of Rome lead her poor blind slaves — hear what Liguori says in
his book “The Nun Sanc ti fied:” “The prin ci pal and most ef fi ca cious means
of prac tic ing obe di ence due to su pe ri ors, and of ren der ing it mer i to ri ous be- 
fore God, is to con sider that in obey ing them we obey God Him self, and
that by de spis ing their com mands, we de spise the au thor ity of our di vine
Mas ter. When, thus, a re li gious re ceives a pre cept from her prelate, su pe rior
or con fes sor, she should im me di ately ex e cute it, not only to please them but
prin ci pally to please God, whose will is made known to her by their com- 
mand. In obey ing their com mand, in obey ing their di rec tions, she is more
cer tainly obey ing the will of God than if an an gel came down from heaven
to man i fest his will to her. Bear this al ways in your mind, oh! blessed sis ter,
that the obe di ence which you prac tice to your su pe rior is paid to God. if,
then, you re ceive a com mand from one who holds the place of God, you
should ob serve it with the same dili gence as if it came from God him self.
Blessed Egid ius used to say that it is more mer i to ri ous to obey man for the
love of God than God him self. It may he added that there is more cer tainty
of do ing the will of God by obe di ence to our su pe rior than by obe di ence to
Je sus Christ, should he ap pear in per son and give his com mands. St. Phillip
Neri used to say that re li gious shall be most cer tain of not hav ing to ren der
an ac count of the ac tions per formed through obe di ence: for these, the su pe- 
ri ors only who com manded them shall be held ac count able,” The Lord said
once to St. Cathrine of Si enne, “Re li gious will not be obliged to ren der an
ac count to me of what they do through obe di ence, for that I will de mand an
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ac count from the su pe rior. The doc trine is con form able to Sa cred Scrip ture.
Be hold, says the Lord, as clay is in the pot ter’s hand, so are you in my
hands, oh Is rael! (Jeremiah. 18:6). Re li gious may be in the hands of the su- 
pe ri ors to be molded as they will, shall the clay say to him that fash ioneth it,
What art thou mak ing? The pot ter ought to an swer, ‘Be silent, it is not your
busi ness to in quire what i do, but to obey and to re ceive what ever form I
please to give you.’”

I ask of you, Amer i can Protes tants, what will be come of your fair coun- 
try if you were blind enough to al low the Church of Rome to teach the chil- 
dren of the United States? What kind of men and women can come out of
such schools? What fu ture of shame, degra da tion and slav ery you pre pare
for your coun try, if Rome does suc ceed in forc ing you to sup port such
schools. What kind of women would come out from the schools of nuns
who would teach them that the high est pitch of per fec tion in a woman is
when she obeys her su pe rior, the priest, in ev ery thing he com mands her!
that your daugh ter will never be called to give an ac count to God for the ac- 
tions she will have done to please and obey her su pe rior, the priest, the
bishop or the pope? That the af fairs of her con science will be ar ranged be- 
tween God and that su pe rior, and that she will never be asked why she had
done this or that, when it will be to grat ify the plea sures of the su pe rior, and
obey his com mand, that she has done it. Again. what kind of men and cit i- 
zens will come out from the schools of those Je suits who be lieve and teach
that a man has at tained the per fec tion of man hood only when he is a per fect
spir i tual corpse be fore his su pe rior; when he obeys the priest with the per- 
fec tion of a ca daver, that has nei ther life nor will in it self.

But you will be tempted to think that this per fect blind obe di ence to the
priest, which is the cor ner stone of the Ro man Catholic ed u ca tion, is re- 
quired only in spir i tual mat ters: yes! but you must not for get that, in the
Church of Rome ev ery ac tion of the pri vate or pub lic life be longs to the
spir i tual sphere which the su pe rior only must rule. For in stance, a Ro man
Catholic has not the right to se lect the teacher of his boy, nor the school
where he will send him; he must con sult his priest, and if he dares to act in
a dif fer ent way from what his priest has told him in the se lec tion of that
teacher or that school, he is ex com mu ni cated and dammed, as Mr. Kenna
has been lately at Bathurst. If he votes ac cord ing to his own pri vate judg- 
ment for Mr. Johns in stead of Mr. Thomp son, the se lected mem ber of the
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bishop and the priest, he is dammed and con sid ered as a rebel against his
Holy Church, out of which there is no sal va tion.

The Church of Rome’s only ob ject in giv ing what she calls ed u ca tion is
to teach her slaves that they must obey their su pe ri ors in ev ery thing, as God
Him self. All the rest of her teach ing is only a mask to con ceal her plans.
His tory is never taught in her schools; what she calls his tory is a most
shame ful string of false hoods. Of course she does not dare to say a word of
truth about her past strug gles against the great prin ci ples of light and lib erty,
when she cov ered the whole of Eu rope with tears, blood and ru ins. Writ ing,
read ing, arith metic, ge og ra phy and gram mar are taught to a cer tain de gree
in her schools, but all these teach ings are noth ing else but cov ered roads
through which the priest wants to reach the citadel of the heart and in tel li- 
gence of his poor vic tim, and take an ab so lute pos ses sion of them. Those
things are taught ev ery day only to have a daily op por tu nity to per suade the
pupil that he must never make any use of his pri vate judg ment in any thing,
and that he must sub mit his in tel li gence, his con science, his will, to the in- 
tel li gence, con science and will of his su pe rior. if he wants to save him self
from the eter nal fire of hell. He is con stantly told what I have been told a
thou sand times my self, when study ing in the col lege of Nic ho let: That those
who obey their su pe ri ors in ev ery thing will not be called to give an ac count
of their ac tions to their Supreme Judge, even if those ac tions were bad in
them selves — for, as Liguori told you a mo ment ago: “Whoso ever obeys
his su pe rior, for the love of God, obeys God Him self, and that there are
more mer its to obey one’s own su pe rior than God Him self.”

The Church of Rome shows her great wis dom in en forc ing that dogma
of the en tire and blind sub jec tion of the will and in tel li gence of the in fe rior
to the su pe rior. For the very mo ment that a Ro man Catholic thinks that it is
his right and sa cred duty to fol low the dic tates of his own con science and
in tel li gence, he is lost to the Church of Rome. It is only when a man has en- 
tirely si lenced, and ab so lutely killed his in tel li gence — it is only when he
has be come a per fect moral corpse — that he can be lieve that his priest,
even his drunken priest, has the power to change a wafer, or any other piece
of bread into the great God, for whom and by whom ev ery thing has been
cre ated. It is only when the in tel li gence of man has be come a dead car cass
that he can be lieve that a mis er able sin ner has the supreme power to force
the Son of God to come, in His di vine and hu man per son, into his vest or
pants pock ets to fol low him ev ery where he wants to go, even to the bar of
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the low tav ern, that he may be come his com pan ion of de bauch and drunk- 
en ness. Do you see, now, why the Church of Rome can not let her poor
young slaves go to your schools? In your schools, the first thing you in cul- 
cate to the pupil is that his in tel li gence is the great gift of God, by which
man is dis tin guished from the brute; that he must en lighten, form, feed, cul- 
ti vate his in tel li gence, which is to him what the helm is to the ship, Christ,
with His holy Word be ing the pi lot. You see, now, why the Church of of
Rome ab hors your schools. It is be cause you want to make men, and she
wants to make brutes. You want to raise men to the high est sphere to which
his in tel li gence can al low him to reach; she wants to keep him in the dust, at
the feet of the priests; you want to form free cit i zens, she wants to form ab- 
ject and obe di ent slaves of the priests; you teach man to keep his sa cred
prom ises and stand by his oath, she teaches him that the Pope has the right
to dis solve the most sa cred prom ises, and to an nul all his oaths, even the
oath of al le giance to his coun try. You tell your pupils that so long as they
will keep them selves within the lim its of the laws of their coun try they are
re spon si ble only to God for their con sciences. They tell their pupils that it is
not to God, but to the priest he must go to give an ac count of his con- 
science. You teach your pupils that the laws of God only bind the con- 
science of man; they tell them that it is the laws of the Church, which
means the ipse dizit of the pope which binds their con sciences. You teach
the stu dent that ev ery man has the right to choose his re li gion ac cord ing to
his con science. She pos i tively says that no man has the right to choose his
re li gion ac cord ing to his con science. It is ev i dent that the Church of Rome
would be dead to mor row if to day she would al low her chil dren to at tend
schools where they would learn to fol low the dic tates of their con science,
and lis ten to the voice of their in tel li gence. But she is too shrewd to avow
be fore the world the real rea sons why she wants, at any cost, to pre vent her
chil dren from at tend ing your schools. And it is here she shows her pro found
and di a bol i cal cun ning. Though she is the most deadly en emy of lib erty of
con science, though she has, time af ter time anath e ma tized lib erty of con- 
science as one of Sa tan’s schemes, she sud denly steps on as the great friend
and apos tle of lib erty of con science, and un der that new mask she ap- 
proaches your leg is la tors with great airs of dig nity and says: “We are happy
to live in a coun try where lib erty of con science is, se cured to ev ery cit i zen.
It is in its sa cred name that we re spect fully ap proach your hon or able leg is- 
la ture to ask: First, to be ex empted from send ing our chil dren to the Gov- 
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ern ment schools. Sec ond, to have the money we want from the pub lic trea- 
sury in or der to sup port our own schools. For two rea sons: First, you read
the Bible in your schools, and it is against our con science to let our chil dren
read your Bible. Sec ond, you have some prayers at the be gin ning and some
re li gious hymns sung at the end of the hours of school, and it is against our
con science to al low the chil dren of the Church of Rome to join you in those
prayers and hymns.” The leg is la tors, who for the greater part, are too hon or- 
able men to sus pect the fraud, are won by the air of can dor and hon esty of
the Ro man Catholic pe ti tion ers. Con sid er ing the great ben e fit which will
come to the coun try if all the chil dren are taught in the same school, they
are soon ready to make any sac ri fice in or der to have the Ro man Catholic
and the Protes tant chil dren un der the same roof, to re ceive the same light
and the same moral food and same in struc tion. As true pa tri ots, the leg is la- 
tors un der stand that if they wish their beloved coun try to be strong and
happy, the first thing they must do is to make the young gen er a tion one in
mind, in heart. If the Protes tant and Ro man Catholic chil dren are taught in
the same school, they will know each other and love each other when
young, and those sa cred ties of friend ship which will bind them in the
spring of life will be strength ened when their rea son will be ma tured and
en light ened by a good ed u ca tion un der the same re spected and wor thy
teach ers. As Chris tian men, the leg is la tors would per haps like to keep the
Bible, and have short prayers in the schools; but as pa tri ots, they feel that
those things, though good and sa cred, are an un sur mount able bar rier to the
Ro man Catholic. The del i cate con science of the bish ops and priests can not
al low such things in the school at tended by their lambs!

Through re spect for the sa cred rights of the Ro man Catholic con science,
the leg is la tors in many places throw the Bible over board, and they say to
God: “Please get out from our schools, and do ex cuse us if we or der our
school teach ers to ig nore your ex is tence!” They say to Je sus Christ: “We
have not for got ten your sub lime and touch ing words, ‘Suf fer lit tle chil dren
to come unto me.’ No doubt you would like to press our dear lit tle ones on
your lov ing heart, and bless them for a mo ment in the schools; but we can- 
not al low them to go so near you in the school, we can not even al low them
to speak to you a sin gle word there. Please be not of fended if we turn you
out from those very schools where you were so wel come for merly. We are
forced to that sad ex trem ity through the re spect we owe to the ten der con- 
sciences of our fel low-cit i zens of the Church of Rome. You know that they



24

can not al low their chil dren to speak to you to gether with ours.” But when
those aw ful, not to say sac ri le gious sac ri fices, have been made by the
Protes tant leg is la tors to ap pease the im pla ca ble god of Rome — when,
through re spect for the scru ples of the bish ops and priests of Rome, the
great God of heaven, with His Son Je sus Christ, have been un cer e mo ni- 
ously turned out from the schools — when the Word of God has been pro- 
hib ited, and that the Bible is thrown over board, is the Moloch god ap- 
peased? Will the Ro man Catholic bishop and priests tell their chil dren that
they may unite with yours to go and re ceive ed u ca tion from the some teach- 
ers? No! But as sum ing, then, a sub lime air of in dig na tion, they turn against
you as mad dogs; they call your schools God less schools! good only to form
thieves, in fi dels and athe ists!

Do you see now that all those dig ni fied scru ples of con science about
read ing the Bible, pray ing with you, etc., were only a mask to de ceive you,
and make you fall into a snare? Do you not per ceive now that they did not
care a straw for the Bible and the prayers in the schools? but they wanted
your leg is la tors to com pro mise them selves be fore the Chris tian world, loose
their moral strength in the eyes of a great part of the na tion, di vide your
ranks, your means, your strength, and beat you on that great ques tion of ed- 
u ca tion. They will take such airs of mar tyrs when you will try to force their
chil dren to your schools that many hon est and un sus pect ing Protes tants will
be com pletely de ceived by them. At first they could not, they said, trust the
chil dren to your hands, be cause you read the Word of God, you prayed and
blessed God in the school. But now that the Bible and God are turned out
from the schools, they bap tize them by the most ig no min ious names which
can be given — they call them “God less schools!” Have you ever seen a
more pro foundly ig no min ious and sac ri le gious trick! Will not your leg is la- 
tors open their eyes to that strange act of de cep tion, of which they are the
vic tims? Will they not come out quickly from the trap laid be fore them by
the bish ops and the priests of Rome? Yes! Let us hope that your pa tri ots and
Chris tian leg is la tors will soon un der stand that they owe a repa ra tion to God
and to their coun try; with unan i mous voice they will ask par don from God
for hav ing ex pelled Him from the very place where He has most right to
reign supremely — the school.

For what is a school with out God in its midst to sit as a fa ther, and to
form the young hearts and evoke the young in tel lect. What is a boy? what is
a girl? what is a woman or a man with out God? what is a fam ily, what is a
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peo ple with out God? It is a mon stros ity, it is a body with out life, it is a
world with out light, it is a cis tern with out wa ter. Let us hope that, be fore
long, your pa tri otic and Chris tian leg is la tors will re mem ber that the Bible is
the foun da tion of the great ness of Protes tant na tions. Do not for get it,
Protes tants. It is to the Bible the United States owes their lib erty, power,
pres tige and strength. It is the Bible that has en no bled the hearts of your he- 
roes, im proved the minds of your posts and or a tors, and strength ened the
arms of your war riors; yes! it is be cause your sol diers have brought with
them, ev ery where, the Bible, pressed on their hearts, that they have con- 
quered the en e mies of lib erty. So long as the United States will be true to
the Bible, their glo ri ous ban ners will flash re spected and feared all over the
seas, and over all the con ti nents of the world. Let the dis ci ples of the
Gospel, the chil dren of God, and the re deemed of Christ all over the fair
and no ble coun try you in habit has ten to re quest their leg is la tors to in vite the
Sav ior of the world to come back and bless their dear chil dren in the school.
For it is not only in your homes and your churches that Je sus tells you “Suf- 
fer lit tle chil dren to come unto me.” It is par tic u larly in the school. Oh! give
two or three min utes to those dear lit tle ones, that they may press them- 
selves on His bo som, bless Him for hav ing saved them on the cross, and
pro claim His mer cies by singing one of those hymns which they like so
much. By this no ble act of na tional repa ra tion, you will take away from the
hands of the priests the only weapon with which they can hurt you; you will
de stroy the only ar gu ment they use with a true force against your schools
when they call them god less schools. Do not fear any more the priests and
the prelates of Rome. Do not yield any more and give up your priv i lege to
please them and rec on cile them to your schools. You will never be able to
rec on cile them to your schools — for there is light in your schools, and they
want the dark ness. There is free dom and lib erty in your schools; they want
slav ery! There is life in your schools — and it is only on dead corpses that
their church can have a chance to live a few years more. You see, by a sad
ex pe ri ence, that their scru ples of con science against the Bible and the
prayer of the school, are mere hypocrisy just thrown into the eyes of the
pub lic. Do not say with some hon est but de luded Protes tants: Is it not
enough that that child should learn his re li gion at home? No, it is not
enough; for it is in our na ture that we want two wit nesses to be lieve a thing.
What comes to our mind only through one wit ness re mains un cer tain; but
let two good wit nesses con firm a fact, and then we ac cept it. Your child
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wants two wit nesses to be lieve the ne ces sity of the sa cred ness of re li gion.
His Chris tian home is surely a good wit ness to your child, but it is not
enough; what he has heard from you must be con firmed by his school
teacher. With out this sec ond wit ness, nine times out of ten your chil dren
will be skep tics and in fi dels. Be sides that, the very idea of God brings with
it the obli ga tion to bless, love and adore Him ev ery where. The mo ment you
take your child to a place where not only he can not love, bless and adore
God, but where the ado ra tion and the praise of God are for bid den, you en- 
tirely de stroy the idea of God from the mind and the heart of your child.
You make him be lieve that what you have told him when at home, of God,
is only a fa ble, to amuse and de ceive him. Do you see that no ble ship in the
midst of that splen did har bor, how she is tossed by the foam ing waves, how
she is beaten by the fu ri ous winds? What does pre vent that ship from fly ing
be fore the storm, and run ning ashore, a mis er able wreck? What does pre- 
vent her from be ing dashed on that rock? The an chor, yes, the an chor is her
safety. But let a sin gle link of the chain that binds the ship to her an chor
break, will she not soon be dashed on the rock, and bro ken to pieces, and
sink to the bot tom of the sea? It is so with your child! So long as his in tel li- 
gence and his heart is united to God by the an chor of faith, he will nobly
stand against the fu ri ous waves, he will nobly fight his bat tles, but let the
school teacher be silent about God, and here is a bro ken link, and the child
will be a wreck. Do not fear the priest, but fear God! Do not try any more to
please the priests, but do all in your power to please your great and mer ci ful
God, not only in your homes, but also in your schools, and those schools
will be come more than ever a fo cus of light, an in ex haustible source of in- 
tel lec tual and moral strength — more than ever your chil dren will learn in
the school to be your honor. and your glory and your joy. They will learn
that they are not ig no ble worms of the dust, whose ex is tence will end in the
tomb, but that they are im mor tal as God, whose beloved chil dren they are.
They will learn how to serve their God and love their coun try. Be not
ashamed, but be proud to send your chil dren to schools where they will
learn how to be good Chris tians and good cit i zens. When you will have fin- 
ished your pil grim age, they will be your wor thy suc ces sors, and the God
whom they will have learned to fear, serve and love in the school will help
them to make your grand Re pub lic great, happy and free.
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A Romish Bishop’s Tes ti mony.

The Kanka kee Times pub lishes the fol low ing com mu ni ca tion from a
mem ber of the Illi nois Bar. Though per haps con tain ing noth ing new nor
strange to those who have stud ied the mat ter, the state ment made may con- 
vince such Protes tants as imag ine the Church of Rome to be a harm less in- 
sti tu tion, of their great er ror. The prin ci ples of the Pa pal hi er ar chy re main
un changed. The wearer of the Tiara would as read ily dis pose, for sim ple
heresy, any tem po ral ruler of to day, as his pre de ces sor, six cen turies ago,
de posed and de prived of his es tates, Count Ray mond, of Toulouse, for a
like crime. Re li gious lib erty is both hated and dreaded by a church which
claims the right of en forc ing its spir i tual de crees by the as sis tance of the
sec u lar arm:

In one of your past is sues, you told your read ers that the
Rev. Mr. Chiniquy had gained the long and for mi da ble suit in sti tuted by the
Ro man Catholic Bishop to dis pos sess him and his peo ple of their church
prop erty. But you have not given any par tic u lars about the star tling rev e la- 
tions the Bishop had to make be fore the Court, in ref er ence to the still ex ist- 
ing laws of the Church of Rome, against those whom they call heretics.
Noth ing, how ever, is more im por tant for ev ery one than to know pre cisely
what those laws are.

As I was present when the Ro man Catholic Bishop Fo ley, of Chicago,
was or dered to read, in Latin, and trans late into Eng lish, those laws, I have
kept a cor rect copy of them, and I send it to you with a re quest to pub lish it.

The Rev. Mr. Chiniquy pre sented the works of St. Thomas and
St. Liguori to the Bishop, re quest ing him to say, un der oath, if those works
were or were not among the high est the o log i cal au thor i ties in the Church of
Rome, all over the world. Af ter long and se ri ous op po si tion on the part of
the Bishop to an swer, the Court hav ing said he (the Bishop) was bound to
an swer, the Bishop con fessed that those works were looked upon as among
the high est au thor i ties, and that they are taught and learned in all the col- 
leges and uni ver si ties of the Church of Rome as stan dard works.
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Then the Bishop was re quested to read, in Latin, and trans late into Eng- 
lish. the fol low ing laws and fun da men tal prin ci ples of ac tion against the
heretics, as ex plained by Sts. Thomas and Liguori:

[1] "An ex com mu ni cated man is de prived of all civil com mu ni ca tion
with the faith ful, in such a way, that if he is not tol er ated, they can have no
com mu ni ca tion with him, as it is in the fol low ing verse: ‘It is for bid den to
kiss him, pray with him, salute him, to eat or do any busi ness with him."’
— St. Liguori, Vol. 9, page 162.

[2] “Though heretics must not be tol er ated be cause they de served it, we
must bear them till, by a sec ond ad mo ni tion, they may be brought back to
the faith of the Church. But those who, af ter a sec ond ad mo ni tion, re main
ob sti nate in their er rors, must not only be ex com mu ni cated, but they must
be de liv ered to the sec u lar power to be ex ter mi nated.”

[3] “Though the heretics who re pent must al ways be ac cepted to
penance, as of ten as they have fallen, they must not, in con se quence of that,
al ways be per mit ted to en joy the ben e fits of this life… When they fall
again, they are per mit ted to re pent, …but the sen tence of death must not be
re moved.” — -St. Thomas, Vol. 4, page 91.

[4] “When a man is ex com mu ni cated for his apos tacy, it fol lows from
that very fact, that all those who are his sub jects are re leased from the oath
of al le giance by which they are bound to obey him.” — St. Thomas, Vol. 4,
page 94.

 
The next doc u ment of the Church of Rome brought be fore the Court was

the act of the Coun cil of Lat eran, A. D. 1215:
"We ex com mu ni cate and anath e ma tize ev ery heresy that ex alts it self

against the holy, or tho dox and Catholic faith, con demn ing all heretics by
what ever name they may be known — for though their faces dif fer, they are
tied to gether by their tails. Such as are con demned are to be de liv k ered over
to the ex ist ing sec u lar pow ers, to re ceive due pun ish ment. If lay men, their
goods must be con fis cated. If priests, they shall be first de graded from their
re spec tive or ders, and their prop erty ap plied to the use of the Church in
which they have of fi ci ated. Sec u lar pow ers of all ranks and de grees are to
be warned, in duced and, if nec es sary, com pelled by ec cle si as ti cal cen sure.
to swear that they will ex ert them selves to the ut most in the de fense of the
faith, and ex tir pate all heretics de nounced by the Church, who shall be
found in their ter ri to ries. And when ever any per son shall as sume gov ern- 
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ment, whether it be spir i tual or tem po ral, he shall be bound to abide by this
de cree.

"If any tem po ral lord, af ter hav ing been ad mon ished and re quired by the
Church, shall ne glect to clear his ter ri tory of hereti cal de prav ity, the Met ro- 
pol i tan and the Bish ops of the prov ince shall unite in ex com mu ni cat ing
him. Should he re main con tu ma cious a whole year, the fact shall be sig ni- 
fied to the Supreme Pon tiff, who will de clare his vas sals re leased from their
al le giance from that time, and will be stow his ter ri tory on Catholics, to be
oc cu pied by them, on the con di tion of ex ter mi nat ing the heretics and pre- 
serv ing the said ter ri tory in the faith.

“Catholics who shall as sume the cross for the ex ter mi na tion of heretics
shall en joy the same in dul gences and be pro tected by the same priv i leges as
are granted to those who go to the help of the Holy Land. We de cree, fur- 
ther, that all who may have deal ings with heretics, and es pe cially such as re- 
ceive, de fend or en cour age them, shall be ex com mu ni cated. He shall not be
el i gi ble to any pub lic of fice. He shall not be ad mit ted as a wit ness. He shall
nei ther have the power to be queath his prop erty by will, nor to suc ceed to
any in her i tance. He shall not be ing any ac tion against any per son, but any- 
one can bring ac tion against him. Should he be a judge, his de ci sion shall
have no force, nor shall any cause he brought be fore him. Should he be an
ad vo cate, he shall not be al lowed to plead. Should he be a lawyer, no in stru- 
ment made by him shall be held valid, but shall be con demned with their au- 
thor.”

The Ro man Catholic Bishop swore that these laws had never been re- 
pealed, and, of course, that they were still the laws of his Church. He had to
swear that, ev ery year, he was bound, un der pain of eter nal damna tion, to
say, in the pres ence of God, and to read in his Bre var ium (his prayer-book)
that “God Him self had in spired” what St. Thomas had writ ten about the
man ner in which the heretics shall be treated by the Ro man Catholics.

I will ab stain from mak ing any re marks on these star tling rev e la tions of
that Ro man Catholic high au thor ity. But I think it is the duty of ev ery cit i- 
zen to know what the Ro man Catholic Bish ops and Priests un der stand by
lib erty of con science. The Ro man Catholics are as in ter ested as the Protes- 
tants to know pre cisely what the teach ings of their church are on that sub- 
ject of lib erty of con science, and hear the ex act truth, as com ing from such
a high au thor ity that there is no room left for any doubt.
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)

En cour ag ing Chris tian Books
for You to Down load and En joy
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