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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]

Please have pa tience with us when you come across ty pos. Over time we
are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you would like to
send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they are cor rected.
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The Ori gin Of Dis pen sa tional
Fu tur ism And Its En try Into

Protes tant Chris tian ity

To day many Protes tants have de parted from the Chris tian in ter pre ta tion
of the prophe cies in the Book of Rev e la tion, and many other pas sages in the
Word of God. Church his tory has not left us in ig no rance con cern ing the
dis pen sa tional in ter pre ta tion of the Book of Rev e la tion. Ev ery Protes tant
should know and spread the fol low ing star tling facts.

Schol arly Dean Henry Al ford (1870) in forms us the Fu tur ist school of
prophecy can be traced to Je suit Rib era (1590). It was in vented for evil pur- 
poses e.g. "to pro tect the Pa pacy and to con fuse the Protes tants as to the
true mean ing of the Rev e la tion. This scheme is not to be com mended for
ob vi ous rea sons.

The great Re form ers opened up Rev e la tion chap ters 17 and 18 to all Eu- 
rope and showed the peo ple the great whore and the scar let woman with
dis as trous re sults to the Pa pacy. In the Book of Rev e la tion God fore told, ex- 
posed and de nounced the works and doc trine of the great Apos tate ec cle si- 
as ti cal sys tem which would rise out of and suc ceed the wreck age of the Pa- 
gan Ro man Em pire. This apos tate sys tem was Pa pal Rome.

The Ro man world had been ruled by Pa gan ism un til the 4th and 5th cen- 
tury AD, but now a change was des tined to come to pass; this new found
power be ing clearly sym bol ized in the Book of Rev e la tion as a re li gious
power by say ing that it would be seen sit ting in the Tem ple of God. That is
to say in the Church it self sway ing the lives of men and na tions and rul ing
with great power from a self ap pointed pin na cle which it had set up (2
Thes sa lo ni ans, chap ter 2). This Pa pal power was to emerge af ter the Ro man
Em pire was re moved and would con tinue un til it would be “con sumed by
the Spirit of His mouth and de stroyed by the bright ness of His Com ing.” (2
Thess 2:8).
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As the dark ness of the mid dle ages there after be gan to be light ened by
the hard won labors of the Ref or ma tion all of the Re form ers with out ex cep- 
tion, be lieved and taught that Pa pal Rome filled ex actly ev ery de tail fore- 
told con cern ing this new Re li gious en tity and was there fore this apos tate
and Anti-Christ power which while pur port ing to be the only true Church of
Christ was ac tu ally fight ing against Him. When this dev as tat ing ex po sure
be came re vealed from the Scrip tures them selves the first re ac tion of Pa pal
Rome was to try to de stroy the Bible. They thus gath ered all the early Eng- 
lish Bibles they could lay their hands on and had pub lic burn ings of them.
One of these cer e monies was con ducted by Bishop Tun shill in AD 1530, at
Paul’s Cross, Lon don, when William Tyn dale’s Eng lish trans la tion of the
New Tes ta ment was burnt pub licly. How ever, when this en deavor even tu- 
ally proved fruit less they be gan to mas sacre and burn at the stake the liv ing
wit ness of the Truth, two of the most no table of whom were Bish ops Ri d ley
and La timer who were burnt alive at Ox ford in 1555 AD. dur ing Catholic
Mary’s reign.

When it was seen that both these dras tic mea sures failed to stem the in- 
com ing tide of Truth and of the King dom of God on earth the only pro ce- 
dure re main ing to the Pa pal sys tem was to en deavor to mis in ter pret all such
verses of scrip ture which fore told and con demned it’s sys tem mak ing the
con dem na tion con tained in these verses ap pear to fall if pos si ble on some
other party in stead of them selves. This en deavor how ever pro duced two op- 
pos ing schools of thought even within their own ranks. One of these schools
is known as:

The Pre torists (Prae ter ists, Preter ism)

Pre torists de clared that the anti-Christ power of Scrip tures had al ready
come and gone be ing ful filled in the Ro man Em per ors Ves par ian and Ti tus,
who had at tacked the Jews, ran sacked Jerusalem, de stroyed the Tem ple and
slaugh tered over one mil lion peo ple in the year 70 AD.

The Fu tur ists (Fu tur ism)
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The other school known as the Fu tur ists said that this great power must be
fu ture, teach ing that it would not ap pear un til the Sec ond Ad vent of Je sus
Christ. The orig i na tor of this sec ond er ro neous the sis was a Span ish Je suit
priest, Fran cisco Rib era (1590). As he at tempted to ad vance the Ro man
Catholic Counter Ref or ma tion, Rib era was em bar rassed by the per sis tent
Protes tant iden ti fi ca tion of the Pa pacy with the An tichrist. To counter this
he re vived a fu tur is tic in ter pre ta tion for the Book of Rev e la tions (he placed
all but the first three chap ters in the fu ture). An tichrist was re stored to a per- 
son and an in di vid ual ruler (not the Pope) who would arise in the fu ture.
An tichrist would reign for three and one half years and his teach ing was
em bel lished with a re build ing of a tem ple at Jerusalem, re vival of the Levit- 
i cal Laws and Sac ri fices, plus var i ous Jew ish as pects in ad di tion to the
wholly un ful filled per se cu tion of the Church. This fu tur is tic in ter pre ta tion
was pop u lar ized by Car di nal Bel larmine and be came widely ac cepted
within Ro man ism.

The Re form ers (His tori cists, His tori cism)

Quite dis tinct from the two fore go ing schools, were the Re form ers, who
were with out ex cep tion known as His tori cists, that is to say those who be- 
lieved that the Book of Rev e la tion fore told a per fect se quence of the his tory
of Chris ten dom through out this present evil age from be gin ning to end.
Also the Book of Rev e la tion is a rev e la tion of Je sus Christ from his As cen- 
sion in power to His Con sum ma tion when He re turns in Glory. The Book of
Rev e la tion as taught by the Re form ers ex posed with para mount cer tainty
the com plete fail ure of both pa gan and pa pal Rome and es pe cially the ut ter
and com plete de struc tion of the lat ter (Rev e la tions chap ters 17 and 18)

How Dis pen sa tional Fu tur ism En tered Into
Protes tant Chris tian ity

The Re form ers to a man, fiercely con tested the fu tur is tic the sis pro pounded
by Je suit Rib era, whose com men tary on the Book of Rev e la tion is in the
Cam bridge Li brary and all Fu tur ist Com men taries since then are based on
it. How ever it was left to an other Je suit, Em manuel La cunza (1731-1801) to
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com plete the de cep tion and through him Dis pen sa tional Fu tur ism en tered
Protes tant Chris tian ity. At the time of the over throw of Jerusalem in AD.
70, Rabbi Jochanon Ben Za kkai was car ried from Jerusalem in a cas ket to
Ves pasian, who granted him per mis sion to make his abode at Jam nai near
the sea. Un der his bril liant lead er ship, Ju daism was re vived and re stored.
Jam nai be came the head quar ters of the world Jewry, and re mained such for
four cen turies when it was trans ferred to Baby lo nia where a heavy Jew ish
pop u la tion had re mained since the cap tiv ity. Rabbi Jochanon Ben Za kkai
re vived the Tal mud and his was known as the Pales tine Tal mud and it’s
com pos i tors were Rabbi Jochanon Ben Za kkai, Ak iba, Meir, Ju dah the
Great, be ing Rabbi Ju dah, whose ti tle was “Ha nasi-the Prince”. Baby lo nia
re mained the cen ter of world Ju daism for the next sev eral cen turies, but as
they be came a “state within a state” the Per sian kings fi nally rose against
her, some lead ers were hanged, Tal mu dic schools were closed and the striv- 
ing Tal mud ists fled, find ing refuge in the city of Cor dova in Spain. Cor dova
be came the world cap i tal of Baby l o nized Ju daism for sev eral cen turies and
here Jewry en joyed her golden age. Jew ish in flu ence was felt in both
“church and state” and in Spain thou sands of Jews called “Maran nas”
joined the Ro man Catholic in sti tu tion while se cretly ad her ing to Ju daism. It
was against this back ground that Rabbi Ben Ezra later wrote his book
which al tered the whole course of Chris tian His tory. Pos ing as a con verted
Jew un der the name of Rabbi Ben Ezra he was the au thor of a book called
“The Com ing Mes siah in Glory and Majesty”. This book had a pro found ef- 
fect upon prophetic teach ing dur ing the early years of the 19th cen tury.
Strange of course to re late, he was nei ther a Rabbi nor a con verted Jew for
the star tling truth is that Juan—Jose fat Ben Ezra was the pseu do nym be hind
which hid the Span ish Je suit Em man ual La cunza. In his book La cunza ad- 
vanced the holy fu ture “Day of the Lord” in ter pre ta tion of the Apoc a lypse.
(This was sim i lar to the Rib era Fu tur ist scheme in which he had tried spike
the mighty guns of the Ref or ma tion and was vir tu ally based upon his writ- 
ings). It was also to La cunza alias Ben Ezra that the two stages the ory of the
Sec ond Ad vent of Je sus Christ owes it’s ori gin and some com pe tent His to ri- 
ans are of the opin ion that its twin the ory “The Se cret Rap ture” may yet be
traced to him. The Lon don pub li ca tion in 1816 of a com plete Span ish edi- 
tion was the pre lude to the ad vent of Dis pen sa tional Fu tur ism. Not long af- 
ter Dr. S.R. Mait land, Li brar ian to the Arch bishop of Can ter bury, is sued a
se ries of pam phlets as sail ing the HIS TORIC PROTES TANT In ter pre ta tion
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of Prophecy and quite ev i dently based upon Ben Ezra’s book, “The Com ing
Mes siah in Glory and Majesty”.

Other mem bers of the An glo Catholic party such as De Burgh, New man,
and oth ers were nat u rally at tracted to it. In 1827 Ed ward Irv ing, a Scot tish
Pres by te rian Min is ter who was based in Lon don, trans lated the whole work
into Eng lish. It is a strik ing thing that a short time af ter this the elo quent
Irv ing was stir ring the me trop o lis as with flam ing or a tory he preached the
“Se cret Rap ture”. Later in Lon don, in the con gre ga tion of Ed ward Irv ing
there broke out a se ri ous of emo tional ex hi bi tions, which in cluded the com- 
mu ni ca tion of ec static ut ter ances. One of these was to have wide spread re- 
sults, for soon af ter 1830, a woman, while speak ing in tongues an nounced
“The Rev e la tion” that the true Church would be caught up (Rap tured) to
Heaven be fore the tribu la tion and be fore Christ’s Re turn to Earth. Ed ward
Irv ing was de posed from the Min istry and died in 1834, but not be fore his
“Pre—Tribu la tion al ism” had been in tro duced at the Power Court Meet ings.
Dr. Tegalies tells us, “I am not aware that there was a def i nite teach ing that
there would be a se cret Rap ture of the Church at a se cret com ing un til this
was given forth as an ut ter ance in Mr. Irv ing’s church, from what was there
re ceived as be ing the voice of the Spirit. But what the bril liant though trag i- 
cally mis guided Irv ing re garded as the voice of the Spirit was noth ing more
than the spir its of the Je suit which he him self so lately aroused”. In deed this
en tire con gre ga tion was later to de fect to Ro man Catholi cism.

Mean while the young John Nel son Darby, a for mer Church of Ire land
Cler gy man and an ex treme An glo-Catholic, had not re mained un af fected by
what was hap pen ing. At the fa mous prophetic Con fer ences first at Al bury
Park, Dublin, in 1825, then Pow er court House in 1829. Darby met up with
the lead ers of the Brethren move ment, the Irvin gites, De Burge and oth ers
who had been in flu enced by Ben Ezra’s book. J. N. Darby emerged as a
pow er ful ex pos i tor and au thor ity on prophetic mat ters. The Con fer ences
were unan i mous in the ex pec ta tion of a fu ture An tichrist. Darby, whose
course had taken an evan gel i cal turn, was later to suc ceed in fus ing the di- 
verse el e ments of this new “Fu tur ism” into a scheme of his own, which he
liked to call “DIS PEN SA TIONAL TRUTH.” But though it is of ten claimed that he
re cov ered “the truth” of the two stages and the Se cret Rap ture con cept of
the Sec ond Ad vent, the hard fact is that he bor rowed these from the Ro man
Catholic Je suit Priest, namely Manuel La cunza, and his ec cen tric dis ci ple
Ed ward Irv ing. John Nel son Darby was fol lowed by Dr. C. |. Scofield, who
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com piled what is known as the Scofield Ref er ence Bible. Dr. Scofield was
born in 1843 and en tered the le gal pro fes sion and was a prac tic ing lawyer at
the time of his con ver sion in the 36th year of his age. Three years later he
aban doned his work and was or dained by a Con gres sional Coun cil. Some
years later with the as sis tance of an ed i to rial board con sist ing of de voted
Chris tian lead ers, was pro duced the Scofield Ref er ence Bible. It was first
pub lished in 1909 and re vised in 1917, and again in more re cent years. It is
the Bible of the Dis pen sa tion al ists and has been crit i cized by those who la- 
bor in the Churches as well as those on the Mis sion Fields of the world as
“the o ries that are mak ing the oral teach ing of our Lord of NO EF FECT and
that are BLIGHT ING BIBLE STUDY all over the world. Many are forced to leave
Prophecy alone for fear of con fus ing the Dis pen sa tional ap pli ca tions. Per- 
haps the worst fea ture of Dis pen sa tion al ism is that it looks on all who do
not hold it’s view point as heretics or re li gious lib er als and mod ernists who
deny the Bible al to gether. Godly Min is ters have been ex com mu ni cated
from their de nom i na tions, de voted Mis sion ar ies have been dropped by Mis- 
sion Boards and Sun day School Teach ers of un ques tion able or tho doxy have
been dis missed sim ply be cause they have come to have reser va tions about
the scrip tural sound ness of the Darby-Scofield in no va tions. Lit tle won der
that Alexan der Reece speaks of them as”the o ries that are blight ing Chris- 
tian Fel low ship all over the world".

Thus Rib era and Ben Ezra have suc ceeded be yond their wildest dreams
for the at ten tion of thou sands of Protes tants be came de flected from the Pa- 
pacy and a fu ture in fi del An tichrist is looked for and the his toric Protes tant
view handed down by the Re form ers is de spised by many. These are the
hard facts of his tory and a Protes tantism sat u rated with Rib era’s Fu tur ism
and Scofield’s Dis pen sa tion al ism, is not the Protes tantism of the Re form ers,
and has thus opened the door to Protes tant-Ro man di a logue and the re turn
of the Protes tants to the Ro man fold via the Ec u meni cal move ment and the
World Coun cil of Churches. The Protes tant Churches of this day are not
Dis pen sa tional-Fu tur ists in their the o log i cal makeup, but few will use the
Book of Rev e la tion as did the fa mous Re form ers. What a great loss to our
cause! The Chris tian scholar H. Grat ten Guin ness (1880) said, “The Fu tur ist
in ter pre ta tion is Ro man Catholic and un scrip tural”. An other Protes tant Fu- 
tur ist preacher and a DD. at that, ad mit ted that the Fu tur ist Dis pen sa tional
school of prophecy was in deed founded by Ro man Catholic Je suits but,
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says he, “What next? Then so are the mass and pur ga tory scrip tural. How
un think able!”

A Welsh Bap tist Evan ge list, Rev. J. G. Mor gans said “Fu tur ism is of the
dark ness of hell it self.” Dr. Howard Tay lor, son of J. Hud son Tay lor,
founder of the China In land Mis sion said, “How any Protes tant preach ers
can be lieve the Ro man Catholic in spired scheme of Rev e la tion, passes all
com pre hen sion. Dis pen sa tional Fu tur ism is a colos sal fraud and is still con- 
fus ing Protes tants and shel ter ing Pa pacy. Our Lord Je sus said not one word
of rap tur ing the Church away in se cret, seven years be fore his ap pear ing or
of His re turn ing the sec ond time to give the world when all will be con- 
verted. He did say,”Be hold I come quickly and my re ward is with Me to
give to ev ery man ac cord ing to his work.“( Rev. 22:12). His word tells us
that His Sec ond Ad vent is in Judg ment, for He comes in flam ing fire tak ing
vengeance on them who know not God and who obey not the Gospel of our
Lord Je sus Christ (2 Thess 1:7-9), and His word also tells us” But the day
of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heav ens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the el e ments shall melt with fer vent heat,
the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. See ing then
that all these things shall be dis solved, what man ner of per sons ought ye to
be in all holy con ver sa tion and god li ness, Look ing for and hast ing unto the
com ing of the day of God, wherein the heav ens be ing on fire shall be dis- 
solved, and the el e ments shall melt with fer vent heat? (2 Pet. 3:10-12). Our
Lord never promised any fu ture glory for this world, but only a fiery bath of
de struc tion when all will be de stroyed in readi ness for the New Heav ens
and the New Earth (2 Pet. 3:13).

All Christ less doc trines are false, no mat ter how many good men and
“em i nent” Bible teach ers en dorse them. The Cana dian I.C.C.C. de fender of
the faith Dr. T.T. Shields said, “The Fu tur ist- Dis pen sa tional doc trines are
fig ments of the imag i na tion. I class them as heresy”. Christ is not com ing
the sec ond time to give the un saved a sec ond chance, in a sec ond area of
mercy for mankind. When Christ comes, The Day of Judg ment comes and
time ends." (Matt. 13:41-43, Rom. 8:20-26, 9:28, 1Pet 4:5, 2Pet 322-16, 1
Thess. 1:7-9) Most of the Re form ers with [Luther], Calvin, the Pu ri tans,
Whit field, Spur geon, Warfield, Matthew Henry, are all in the com pany of
renowned Chris tian men who ut terly re futed the false the ory of an earthly
Jew ish King dom. It was con sid ered that Au gus tine was the most gifted the- 
olo gian since apos tolic days. In his book “The City of God” he so laid the
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Jew ish King dom Ghost that it did not raise it’s head for hun dreds of years
and was not re vived un til Rib era.

The Ref or ma tion And Con fes sions Of Faith

As the Ref or ma tion spread into the var i ous coun tries of Eu rope these na- 
tions drew up their var i ous con fes sions of faith:

The Augs berg Con fes sion

This Ger man con fes sion was drawn up by Melanchthon and ap proved by
Luther and was sub mit ted to the rulers and em per ors of Ger many, and the
Lutheran Church. it among other things con demned Mil len ni u mism as a
Jew ish opin ion re ject ing it along with other An abap tist no tions.

The Eng lish Con fes sion Of Ed ward VI

From this came the 39 ar ti cles of the Eng lish Church, and also con demned
Mil len ni u mism in these terms, “Those who at tempt to re vive the fa ble of
the Mil lenar i ans op pose the sa cred Scrip tures and throw them selves head- 
long into Jew ish ab sur di ties.”

Calvin’s In sti tutes

In the chap ter on the fi nal res ur rec tion he wrote; “That Sa tan has en deav- 
ored to cor rupt the doc trine of the Res ur rec tion of the dead by var i ous fic- 
tions.” and adds, “not to men tion that he be gan to op pose it in the days of
Apos tle Paul and not long af ter arose the Mil lenar i ans who lim ited Christ’s
Reign to one thou sand years. Their fic tion is too puerile to re quire or de- 
serve refu ta tion.”

The Bel gic Con fes sion

This con fes sion was adopted by Bel gium and Hol land, and re gard ing the
Sec ond Ad vent of Christ said, “That it will not take place un til the full num- 
ber of the Elect is com plete.” Thus guard against the pre-mil len nium
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scheme, namely that there will be peo ple saved af ter Christ comes for His
own.

The Sec ond Helvic Con fes sion

Quote: “We are to be lieve that at the last day there shall be a gen eral Res ur- 
rec tion of the dead, both of the just and of the un just, when they that are
found alive in a mo ment shall be changed, and the self same bod ies of the
dead which are laid in the grave be ing then again united to their souls for- 
ever, shall be raised by the power of Christ. Im me di ately af ter the Res ur rec- 
tion shall fol low the gen eral and fi nal Judg ment of An gels and men, the day
and the hour whereof no man knoweth, that all may watch and pray and be
ever ready for the Com ing of the Lord.” (Acts 24:15, 1 Cor.15:51-53, 1
Thess. 4:15—17, John 5:28-29)

 
In the light of the fore go ing ar ray of ev i dences from the Ref or ma tion

Con fes sions of Faith it is ev i dent that there is not one line of sup port for the
Dis pen sa tional Jew ish King dom heresy and it is not sur pris ing when its ad- 
vo cates at tack the Min istry, the Church or the De nom i na tion to which one
may be long. Says one Dis pen sa tion al ist: “Chris ten dom is dark and a dread- 
ful anom aly; it is the cor rup tion of the very best thing and there fore is the
very worst cor rup tion. It is the mas ter piece of Sa tan, the cor rupter of the
truth of God, and a de stroyer of the souls of men. It is a trap, a snare, a
stum bling block, the dark est moral blot in the uni verse of God. It is worse
by far than Ju daism, worse by far than all the dark est forms of pa gan ism.”

Then again re fer ring to the Min istry this same writer says, “We most cer- 
tainly should keep clear of the evil of Cler i cal ism, against this dread ful
thing we solemnly warn our read ers. No hu man lan guage could pos si bly de- 
pict the evil of it.” Re fer ring to the Church the same writer says, “The
Church has failed ut terly. It has fallen from it’s high and holy po si tion. It is
un der Judg ment; it can not be cheered by the church’s proper hope, but is
threat ened by the world’s ter ri ble doom.” Again “but alas the pro fess ing
church is sunk lower and be come darker than even the world it self.”
(Quoted from pa pers of the Lord’s Com ing by C. H. M. and pub lished by
Moody Press, pages 42, 82 and 87). So we see that Dis pen sa tion al ism is di- 
rectly op posed to the Min istry of the de nom i na tional Church. It is rightly
de fined by Dr. J. G. Voss, “As that false sys tem of Bible in ter pre ta tion, by
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the writ ings of J.N. Darby and Scofield Ref er ence Bible which di vides the
his tory of man into 7 dis tinct pe ri ods of Dis pen sa tions, and af firms that in
each pe riod God deals with the hu man race on the ba sis of one spe cific
prin ci ple. Apart from the above, Dis pen sa tion al ists pro claim the restora tion
of the State of Is rael along with all the trap pings of Ju di asm. Dr. Patrick
Fair banks states that,”This doc trine was for eign to Chris tian the ol ogy dur- 
ing the first sev en teen hun dred years of the Churches ex is tence." The fun- 
da men tal teach ing of the New Tes ta ment was what lead the Fa thers with
one voice and all Chris tian writ ers down to the 17th cen tury to re ject the
Jew ish ex pec ta tion, both of a ter ri to rial Restora tion and a Re vived Ju- 
daism."

The idea of Is rael’s Restora tion has been in jected into Chris tian doc trine
by an ex treme lit er al is tic school of Bible in ter preters, who, in the words of
Gre gory of Nyssa have, “en veloped their heart with the Jew ish veil.” The
hope of Tal mu dic Is rael has be come the key stone in the prophetic scheme
of mod ern Dis pen sa tion al ism, as rep re sented by such men as J. N. Darby
and C. I. Scofield. The Dis pen sa tion al ist is blinded to a truth ba sic in Chris- 
tian the ol ogy, namely, that the Church is the proper sphere of prophecy. The
racists among the Bible ex egetes make the Church a paren the sis be tween
two Jew ish dis pen sa tions, namely that of the Law and the King dom. A well
known Amer i can Dis pen sa tion al ist, Dr. L. Sperry Chafer wrote, “that af ter
the Chris tian Dis pen sa tion has run it course there will be a re gath er ing of
Is rael and the Restora tion of Ju daism.” (From book quoted: Dis pen sa tion al- 
ism by Lo raine Boet tner, page 413).

The heresy of Dis pen sa tion al ism re sults from the lack of proper un der- 
stand ing of the na ture of the Old Covenant and it’s re la tion to the New. The
Dis pen sa tion al ists have never prop erly eval u ated the change of Gov ern- 
ments at Cal vary. Rev. Clarence Larkin, one of the best known of all Dis- 
pen sa tion al ists wrote: “The New Covenant has not been made. It is to be
made with Is rael af ter they get back to their own land. It is promised in
Jeremiah 31:31-37. It is un con di tional and will cover the Mil len nium and
the New Heaven and New Earth.” (see Dis pen sa tional Truth, page 151),
and again, “God has been try ing to set up a vis i ble King dom on this earth
ever since the cre ation of man, but when 600 years of the times of the Gen- 
tiles had run their course God again made an at tempt to set up His King dom
on earth and the an gel Gabriel an nounced to many the birth of a King.
Thirty years later John the Bap tist preached the King dom is at Hand! The



18

king man i fested did like wise, later by the twelve, then the sev enty pro- 
claimed the same thing. But the King was re jected and cru ci fied and the set- 
ting up of the King dom was post poned.” (Dis pen sa tional Truth, page 85,
part 1)

What Is The Tra di tional And Or tho dox Po si‐ 
tion Re gard ing Bib li cal In ter pre ta tion?

This is well stated in the writ ings of the fol low ing:

De Witt

De Witt wrote: “The Old Tes ta ment is a great prophecy. A great type of
Him who was to come and has come.”

Dr. L. Berkhof

Dr. L. Berkhof wrote: “The theo cratic na tion it self was merely a type of the
spir i tual re al i ties of a bet ter day, and there fore des tined to van ish as soon as
the anti-type made its ap pear ance. The Restora tion of the an cient theoc racy
in the fu ture would sim ply mean the re cur rence of the type” (The King dom
of God, page 170)

Charles Had don Spur geon

Charles Had don Spur geon says: “In any part of the Chris tian Church all Na- 
tional dis tinc tions are swept away and we are no more for eign ers and
strangers, but Fel low Cit i zens of the saints and the house hold of God. (Eph.
2:12-22). God has lev eled as the Gen tiles. He has given us all bless ing
which be long to Abra ham’s seed. Oh! What a bless ing it is that all na tional
and cer e mo nial dis tinc tions have gone down the Jews and made them stand
in the same class for ever, and Christ is all in all who be lieve in Him.” (Gal.
3:26-29)

Dr. G. Camp bell Mor gan
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Dr. G. Camp bell Mor gan wrote: “I am con vinced that all the prom ises made
to Is rael have found, are find ing, and will find their ful fill ment in the
Church. It is true that in the past in my ex po si tions, I gave a def i nite place
to Is rael in the pur pose of God. I have now come to the con vic tion as I have
just said, that, it is the new and spir i tual Is rael that is in tended, i.e. ”The
Church of Je sus the Mes siah." “The glo ri ous prom ises as found in Psalm.
72, Isa iah 60:63, Ezekiel chap ters 37 and 38, Zechariah chap ters 10 to 14,
pre fig ure the Lord Je sus and His peo ple in the New Is rael, the Church, in
this Chris tian Era (Acts 4:24-25, and 2 Cor. 6:12). God has ex com mu ni- 
cated the Jew ish Na tion, and Christ will never again be found within a Jew- 
ish Tem ple.”

Pro fes sor J. I. Packer

Pro fes sor J. I. Packer M.A.D.P.H. of Bris tol Col lege says: “Dis pen sa tion al- 
ism is a mon stros ity.”

Dr H. C. Slade

Dr H. C. Slade ex-pres i dent of the I.C.C.C. said: “The Dis pen sa tional doc- 
trines do in deed present a se ri ous prob lem to the Chris tian Churches. Some
of these doc trines are noth ing short of heresy.”

Dr. W. Perkiser

Dr. W. Perkiser (The Pasadena Bible In sti tute) said, “Dis pen sa tion al ism is
one of the most in ge nious sys tems of in ter pre ta tion ever de vised to evade
the plain state ments of God’s Holy Word.”

Prof. F. Bruce

Prof. F. Bruce M.A.D.D. The Open Brethren Evan gel i cal scholar wrote:
“The Darby, Scofield in flu ence has not been for the good of the Brethren
move ment. There are many Brethren to day who are nei ther Fu tur ist nor
Dis pen sa tion al ist. The Scofield Bible is shot through with Dis pen sa tion al- 
ism.”
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Mr. Philip Mauro

Mr. Philip Mauro, an Amer i can Lawyer said, “Dis pen sa tion al ism may be
fas ci nat ing as a work of art, but as a Rev e la tion it rests upon a foun da tion of
sand. The en tire sys tem of Dis pen sa tional teach ing is mod ernistic in the
strictest sense. It is mod ernism, more over of a per ni cious sort, such that it
must have a Bible of it’s own (”The Scofield Ref er ence Bible“) for the
prop a ga tion of it’s pe cu liar doc trines, since they are not found in the Word
of God.”

 
It should be quite clear from the above that there is not suf fi cient Scrip- 

tural ground for the ex pec ta tion of a Mil len nium, and the Bible fa vors the
idea that the present Spir i tual King dom of God will be fol lowed im me di- 
ately by the King dom of God in it’s con sum mate and eter nal form. The
King dom of Je sus Christ is rep re sented as an eter nal and not a tem po ral
King dom. (Isa. 9:7, Dan. 7:14, Lk. 1:33, Heb. 1:8, 2 Pet. 1:11, Rev. 11:15).
To en ter into the King dom of the fu ture, is to en ter upon one’s Eter nal State
(Matt. 7:21-22), to en ter life (Matt. 18:8-9), and to be saved (Mk. 10:25-26,
Jn. 3:3) This is the most uni ver sal and widely ac cepted view and is the only
one that is ei ther ex pressed or im plied in the great his tor i cal con fes sions of
the Church, and has al ways been the preva lent view in Re formed cir cles.

There fore, let us earnestly con tend for the Faith once de liv ered to the
saints, and we be no more chil dren tossed to and fro and car ried about by
ev ery wind of doc trine by the sleight of men and cun ning crafti ness
whereby they lie in wait to de ceive. Let us not give heed to Jew ish fa bles
and com mand ments of men that turn from the truth, but speak the things
which be come sound doc trine show ing un cor rupt ness, grav ity, and sound
speech which can not be con demned. Thus we should live soberly, righ- 
teously, and godly in this present world, look ing for that blessed hope and
the glo ri ous ap pear ing of our great God and Saviour Je sus Christ, Who gave
him self for us, that He might re deem us from all in iq uity, and pu rify unto
Him self, a pe cu liar peo ple, zeal ous of good works. See ing there fore that we
are com passed about by so great a cloud of wit nesses, let us lay aside ev ery
weight and sin which doth so eas ily be set us and run with pa tience the race
that is set be fore us, look ing unto Je sus, the Au thor and Fin isher of our
Faith (He brews 12:1- 2)
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)

En cour ag ing Chris tian Books
for You to Down load and En joy

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/103-gerberding-new-testament-conversions/
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https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/502-stork-sermons/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/190-long-the-way-made-plain/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/171-loy-doctrine-of-justification/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/109-jacobs-summary-christian-faith/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/104-schmauk-confessional-principle/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/530-roe-without-a-home/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/330-hocking-the-passion-for-life/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/582-jacobs-augsburg-confession/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/583-jacobs-luthers-small-catechism
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/584-jacobs-luthers-large-catechism
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/585-jacobs-melanchthons-apology
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/586-jacobs-formula-of-concord
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian

	About The Lutheran Library
	Contents
	Preface by Lutheran Librarian
	A Note about Typos [Typographical Errors]

	The Origin Of Dispensational Futurism And Its Entry Into Protestant Christianity
	The Pretorists (Praeterists, Preterism)
	The Futurists (Futurism)
	The Reformers (Historicists, Historicism)
	How Dispensational Futurism Entered Into Protestant Christianity
	The Reformation And Confessions Of Faith
	The Augsberg Confession
	The English Confession Of Edward VI
	Calvin’s Institutes
	The Belgic Confession
	The Second Helvic Confession

	What Is The Traditional And Orthodox Position Regarding Biblical Interpretation?
	De Witt
	Dr. L. Berkhof
	Charles Haddon Spurgeon
	Dr. G. Campbell Morgan
	Professor J. I. Packer
	Dr H. C. Slade
	Dr. W. Perkiser
	Prof. F. Bruce
	Mr. Philip Mauro


	Copyright Notice
	How Can You Find Peace With God?
	Benediction
	Encouraging Christian Books for You to Download and Enjoy

