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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

 
FRÉDÉRIC BET TEX (1837-1915) teacher and Chris tian apol o gist, was born

in Switzer land, raised in Würt tem berg and stud ied math e mat ics, sci ence
and art his tory in Tübin gen. The King of Würt tem berg awarded him the ti- 
tle of pro fes sor. He taught in Scot land and at the Stutt gart Chris tian Girls
In sti tute. Bet tex is known for his apolo getic books that re flect solid sci en- 
tific and his tor i cal knowl edge. (wikipedia de and sv)

 
The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes

good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]

Please have pa tience with us when you come across ty pos. Over time we
are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you would like to
send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they are cor rected.
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The Be gin ning.

“In the Be gin ning God Cre ated the Heaven and the Earth.”

AS THE IN DI VID UAL, so the hu man fam ily is con fronted by the twofold ques- 
tion: Whence do we come and whither do we go? But God, who has cre ated
the hu man heart and knows all its de sires, has given us the an swer in his
Word. The first book of Moses, called Gen e sis, tells us whence we come;
the last book of the Bible, the Rev e la tion of St. John, shows us whither we
go. It is true, men who have con sid ered them selves wise above that which is
writ ten, have tried in ev ery way to gain say this di vine an swer; and a false
rea son ing at the present day pro claims from the house tops that sci ence has
done away with the for mer be lief con cern ing the ori gin of man, and that we
are not cre ated by God, but de scended from the mon key. But these so-called
“sci en tific con clu sions” are noth ing but misty vi sions and un proved con jec- 
tures of men who rely on their own thoughts and of whom the say ing is
true: “Pro fess ing them selves to be wise, they be came fools.”

These self-styled sci en tists ei ther openly ac knowl edge their in abil ity to
ac count for man’s ori gin, or they frivolously say that he came by mere
chance, as if ab so lute empti ness had of a sud den con cluded to be come man.
As to his des tiny they are like wise ig no rant, af firm ing that death is eter nal
night. Thus these worldly wise men them selves pro nounce upon them selves
judg ment of “the outer dark ness.”

In this re spect the tra di tions of the dif fer ent na tions on the earth show a
sur pris ing har mony with the bib li cal ac count. Nei ther in north ern Asia nor
in Africa, do we find the be lief — which for the hea then would be en tirely
nat u ral — that man has grad u ally de vel oped from the an i mal, but on the
con trary the be lief pre vails that man was cre ated good and happy in a beau- 
ti ful land of gar den, that through his own fault or temp ta tion he fell, and
that now he is found in a state of dis tress. Nor do scarcely any of the pa gan
re li gions teach that the earth is grad u ally de vel op ing it self into a bliss ful
heaven, but, on the con trary, that pre vi ous to this there will be a fi nal fear ful
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catas tro phe, a tri umph over evil and a gen eral judg ment, which will be fol- 
lowed at last by a state of hap pi ness and bliss. There are also found in those
tra di tions of the na tions re mark able ac counts in per fect har mony with the
bib li cal view of the cre ation. Thus, for in stance, we read in one of the old est
sa cred books of the Hin dus: “He who ex isted from the be gin ning, cre ated
first the wa ter by a move ment of his spirit, on which ac count he is called,
‘the one who moves upon the wa ters.’” (Gen e sis 1:2). “He whose power is
in com pre hen si ble, when he had cre ated the uni verse, ex changed ac tiv ity for
rest.” (Gen. 2:3).

“The vis i ble world, heaven and earth, were made in six pe ri ods. At first
Or mazd (i.e., the god of good) cre ated the light be tween heaven and earth,
there after the wa ter, which cov ered the whole earth; then the earth and the
land came into ex is tence. Fur ther, there were cre ated trees of all kinds; then
an i mals came into ex is tence; and last of all, the hu man be ing was cre ated,
good and with bright and up lifted coun te nance; but the fallen Ah ri man
brought great dark ness into the king dom of light and spoiled the whole cre- 
ation.”

Fur ther more we find this har mony re gard ing the del uge, in the tra di tions
of nearly all na tions. It is re mark able how peo ple, liv ing in widely sep a rated
parts of the earth, re late ex actly the same things con cern ing a great flood
which cov ered ev ery moun tain, a great ship, in which four (or eight) per- 
sons saved their lives, and many other cir cum stances of mi nor im port. In
our own land Eu ro peans found an In dian tribe, who con sid ered the wild pi- 
geon a sa cred bird that should not be killed. Be ing asked the rea son, they
an swered that this was the bird which had brought a wil low leaf into the
ship to their fa thers dur ing the great flood. A wil low-leaf greatly re sem bles
the olive leaf in form, size and color. Does this not point clearly to a com- 
mon tra di tion and de scent from Noah and his sons?

But con sid er ing the be gin nings of the earth, how grand in all its sim plic- 
ity is not the first verse in the Bible: “In the be gin ning God cre ated the
heaven and the earth.” Be yond this no hu man thought has ven tured and
never will ven ture in all eter nity. True, hun dreds of learned, un be liev ing
men have made ef forts to at tack this sen tence, and to prove that there is no
need of a God, and that the “eter nal mat ter” had gen er ated all be ing and life
of it self. But is this rea son able? If dead mat ter had cre ated its own life, and
if its atom had found its own con scious ness, the mir a cle would cer tainly be
greater than that re lated in the Bible. The very things which the learned
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have dis cov ered with ref er ence to the be gin nings of our earth tend to prove,
that what we call “life,” as we find it in plants, in an i mals and in men, as
dis tin guished from stones and met als, has not ex isted upon the earth from
the be gin ning. Whence now this sud den ap pear ance of life? How could life
come forth from dead mat ter? Not one of those gen tle men has been able to
ex plain this. We, on the other hand, know be cause God has re vealed to us
that He who is an almighty, a liv ing Be ing, out of the full ness of his in fi nite
life has caused life to come forth upon this earth. Of course we read ily ad- 
mit that God is Him self an in ex pli ca ble won der; nev er the less, we re joice in
know ing that He is an in com pre hen si ble God, be cause a God, whom we
could un der stand, would be no longer a God to us. Life from a liv ing God,
— this is a rea son able thought, in this there is sense; but life from dead mat- 
ter is un rea son able and ab surd: From the in fi nite, ac cord ingly, the fi nite;
from the eter nal, the tem po ral; from the in vis i ble, the vis i ble; (cf. Hebr.
11:3) from the real and sub stan tial, the tran sient and change able. Now we
un der stand why there ex ists in ev ery thing fi nite that mighty long ing for the
in fi nite, the striv ing on the part of ev ery crea ture for what is above us and
be yond us. This long ing and striv ing is noth ing else but what we call “life.”
Ev ery thing longs for its source. Do we not no tice how ev ery thing in ex is- 
tence longs for the in fi nite, and is not God in fi nite? In deed, he who is not
spir i tu ally blind will read ily per ceive from this mighty long ing in his heart
for light and full ness of life, for power and knowl edge, that he has not had
his ori gin in dead mat ter; else he would not long for life, but for death.

“In the be gin ning God cre ated the heaven and the earth.” In this the very
first line, the Bible makes clear to us the po si tion which we should oc cupy;
and as an able writer in di cates in the be gin ning the main ideas of the sub ject
he wishes to bring be fore his read ers, so like wise does God in his Word.

These in tro duc tory words tell us the sub ject to be dis cussed through out
the Bible, the things above us and the things be neath us, that which is heav- 
enly and that which is earthly. These two ideas, “heaven and earth,” form
the cen ter around which, so to speak, the whole Bible re volves. We are
shown how these two were at first in per fect har mony and then es tranged by
sin; how God sub se quently, in the course of thou sands of years, made
prepa ra tions for unit ing them again; how in Je sus Christ they were again
brought to gether; and how — as the last page of the Bible proves — the
whole earth will at last be at one with heaven, when the new Jerusalem shall
have de scended upon it, in or der that God may be all and in all. And not
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only do we find this dif fer ence be tween the heav enly and the earthly in the
Holy Scrip tures, but also in na ture it self. These are, as it were, the two el e- 
ments upon which all life upon earth de pends. Thus it is with man: his head,
the seat of his thoughts, points up wards, while the other half of his body
serves earthly, lower pur poses. And does not the dif fer ence be tween man
and beast like wise rest upon this “above and be low?” Does not the en tire
man in his erect form point up wards, only touch ing the ground with his feet,
while as the beast de scends in the scale of cre ation, its head is car ried nearer
and nearer the ground. Do not the plants and the trees with their trunks and
fo liage point up wards, while the roots sink deep into the ground?

“In the be gin ning God cre ated the heaven and the earth” — like a gran ite
rock this ma jes tic sen tence stands sim ple and great, in the be gin ning of the
Bible and of known his tory. Thus far the tri une God was alone, dwelling in
un ap proach able light; but hence forth He be comes out wardly ac tive in the
cre ation and preser va tion of the world.

And now this foun da tion hav ing been laid, the Scrip tures speak more
par tic u larly of the earth, leav ing us to ac quire a knowl edge of the heav enly
glory af ter we pos sess it. In do ing so, be cause it has to deal with the in hab i- 
tants of this earth, it speaks to us in an earthly man ner, hu manly. It says, as
we do, that the sun rises and sets, al though, prop erly speak ing, the sun does
not “move,” but the earth. Did not God in His Word de scend in this way to
earthly lan guage and hu man way of look ing at things, did He not speak in a
man ner hu man, but yet ab so lutely true and di vine, his lan guage would be so
el e vated that not only the mind of the un tu tored, but also that of the most
learned, the most renowned as tronomers, would be un able to fol low Him;
and His Word would be al to gether un in tel li gi ble.
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The Earth.

“And the Earth was With out Form, and Void; and Dark ness was Upon the Face of the
Deep; and the Spirit of God Moved Upon the Face of the Wa ters.”

THERE IS A RE MARK ABLE AGREE MENT be tween these words of the Holy Scrip- 
tures and the re sults of care ful in ves ti ga tions of na ture. Lead ing as- 
tronomers and in ves ti ga tors con sider it an es tab lished fact that the earth for- 
merly was a red fiery ball, sail ing about in space and en veloped by dense
va pors. These va pors in the course of time in con se quence of the earth’s
cool ing off be came for the greater part wa ter, but enough of them re mained
spread over the earth to cause im pen e tra ble dark ness. This cor re sponds ex- 
actly with the ac count of the sec ond verse in the Bible. Con cern ing the ac- 
count of the Spirit of God mov ing upon the face of the wa ters, the learned
men have, of course, noth ing to say. This Spirit of God, to be sure, is not to
be dis cov ered by the in ves ti ga tions or the cal cu la tions of the sci en tists. But
what is this spirit do ing? Just as a hen, sit ting upon an egg, con tain ing dark
and moist mat ter, hatch ing for a long time, while mys te ri ous forces within
the egg are do ing their work in the small est par ti cles ar rang ing them selves
in a won der ful man ner un til life comes forth from the in clos ing shell; even
so the Spirit of God moved upon the wa ters and He in fused into mat ter the
thou sand fold pow ers in na ture and the laws of na ture which now have their
play upon the earth. In He brew the verb “to move” has also the sense of “to
brood,” and “wa ters” is equiv a lent to “mighty, seething, rush ing streams.”
In these mys te ri ous forces and laws, which the cre ative spirit of God in the
be gin ning in fused into that void and empty mat ter, are to be found all the
phe nom ena which we ob serve here on earth; and even the hu man body is a
won der ful work shop of un fath omable trans ac tions, which take place in ac- 
cor dance with these forces and laws. For just as an artist or ar chi tect, who
in tends to pro duce some thing great, walks up and down med i tat ing in his
mind what shape and re la tion, size and form he will give each part of his
work, and as the work now takes shape in his mind and stands be fore him
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com plete, even be fore any thing is vis i ble to the eye, so the Spirit of God
moved upon the wa ters and placed mea sure and weight, num bers and law
into mat ter.

It is re mark able, how ever, how blind fallen man is, not only to that
which is di vine, but also to that which is nat u ral and near to him. How
many mil lions there are liv ing upon this earth: she is the place of habi ta tion,
out of her they re ceive their sus te nance, out of her they have been formed
and to her they shall again re turn, and yet how lit tle in ter est do most of
them man i fest in this great cre ation of God! They fol low their busi ness and
their plea sure, and any sort of mean ing less pas time, any kind of use less talk
and worth less games is of more im por tance to them than the ac quire ment of
knowl edge con cern ing the great deeds and thoughts of God. They learn in
the com mon schools that the earth re sem bles a great ball, that it re volves
once in a year around the sun, and that it is 25,000 miles in cir cum fer ence;
but in how few do these facts arouse any deeper or higher thoughts! But a
Chris tian ought also in this to strive af ter per fec tion, in or der that as far as
his call ing gives him time and op por tu nity he may find en joy ment in med i- 
tat ing upon God’s cre ation, in which he has been placed, “for God hath
showed it unto them.” “For the in vis i ble things of Him from the cre ation of
the world are clearly seen, be ing un der stood by the things that are made,
even His eter nal power and God-head.” (Rom. 1:20).

And how enor mously great is this dwelling place for man! Of a ball
25,000 miles in cir cum fer ence nei ther you nor I can have any proper con- 
cep tion. But if one con sid ers the great oceans that cover the earth’s sur face,
oceans upon which ships may sail for weeks and months, day and night,
with out see ing any thing else than the sky above and the wa ter be neath; or
the deserts with burn ing sand much vaster than the whole of Ger many,
where the camel, “the ship of the desert,” can like wise travel for weeks,
with out reach ing the end; or the im mense grassy plains upon which mil lions
of an i mals roam about; or these great stretches of coun try about the north
and south poles, as large as en tire Eu rope, cov ered with eter nal snow and
ice; and in ad di tion to this those large coun tries in hab ited by men; the
moun tain ranges and the glaciers, the mighty rivers which flow on ward like
broad lakes, I say, if you think about all this, and if you think fur ther how
this en tire world soars through space hav ing no foun da tion to rest on, you
can not re sist the im pres sion that this earth is a won der ful work, sus tained
by a mas ter-hand.
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But this earth not only soars, but it un tir ingly whirls in a pre scribed or bit
through space. You are aware that an ex press-train goes very fast; you are
aware also that a can non-ball goes much faster, so fast that it can not be ob- 
served by the eye. But this ball upon which you live and in whose in te rior a
mighty fire glows, from which we are sep a rated by a thin solid crust; this
earth with all its seas and coun tries, rivers and moun tains, plains, glaciers
and ice bergs, flies through im mea sur able space fifty times faster than a can- 
non ball, and car ries you and all men by day and by night, whether they
work or whether they rest, and so gen tle and so reg u lar is its flight that you
do not no tice it. And just imag ine that it would be pos si ble for you to take a
po si tion some where out side of this earth and see it pass by. What a sight
that would be! At first you would see the earth in the dis tance ap pear ing
like a lit tle star, but com ing nearer it would grow larger and larger; soon it
would re sem ble the moon; not long af ter it would cover half the sky, and
would be fore your as ton ished gaze, whirl by with the great est ve loc ity; you
would see in turn sun shine and dark clouds, the storm-tossed ocean and the
level plains, high moun tains cov ered with snow and dark forests, great
cities and dreary deserts, — all this would in a few min utes pass by you in
fu ri ous flight, and be fore you would re cover from your sur prise ev ery thing
would be gone; you would see only a gi gan tic shin ing sil very ball in the
sky, fast dis ap pear ing and soon look ing again like a lit tle star in the far
depths of space, whirled on ward by the breath of God. Then you would
have seen only a small part of the glory of the Cre ator, the earth, which God
made in the be gin ning; for thus hun dreds of other earths and plan ets, many
much larger than ours, fly in ces santly through space, some sur rounded by
moons and some by im mense rings which con sist of solid or liq uid mat ter.
Is it not then bet ter for man, in view of all this, to re joice in such glo ri ous
works of God, and by med i tat ing upon them to ad mire and wor ship Him
with the feel ing: what is man that thou are mind ful of him? — than again
and again to have his mind cen tered on man and his small achieve ments, in
the con tem pla tion of which there is only un rest and self-con ceit, while in
be hold ing the works of God the soul finds peace and ex al ta tion.

Thus many, many years ago the earth flew through space. Al though yet
with out form and void, en veloped in dark ness, it was even then for the
“sons of God” a grand sight, as it is writ ten: “Where wast thou when I laid
the foun da tions of earth? when the morn ing stars sang to gether, and all the
sons of God sang for joy? Or who shut up the sea with doors when I made
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the cloud the gar ment thereof and thick dark ness a swad dling band for it?”
(Job 38:4, 7, 8, 9). And now this earth, hav ing changed its sur face, has tens
on ward in its or bit with a pop u la tion of 1,300 mil lions, with in nu mer able
an i mals, count less birds which fly through the air, and mil lions and mil lions
of fish that swim through the depths of the sea. This thought like wise ought
to ex alt our soul and make God great be fore our eyes, who watches over all
these crea tures. At this very mo ment, when you read this, God sees into
your heart and knows all your thoughts, like wise the thoughts of those,
who, on the op po site side of the earth, lie in their sleep, like wise those of
the wild bush-man in South Africa, who now with his poi soned ar row
chases the an te lope, or the Es kimo, who in his light skiff upon the stormy
sea pur sues the wal rus. At this very mo ment, when He tries your heart and
reins. He knows at the same time what ev ery one of those four hun dred mil- 
lions of Chi nese thinks, and He knows the his tory of their lives bet ter than
they do them selves. At this mo ment, when you read this, he sees upon this
fast-mov ing earth all the sick and the dis tressed, the beg gars in their poverty
and the kings in their splen dor and power, the great num ber of those who
per ish in bat tle, the crim i nal who prowls about in the dark ness of night; He
hears ev ery word, song, prayer, curse, laugh, cry, ev ery bit ter com plaint, ev- 
ery sigh which is di rected to Him and ev ery use less word spo ken; He writes
them all in His book for the day of judg ment. Fur ther: He sees the lion in
the desert, the raven in the air, ev ery lit tle bird in its nest, ev ery in sect in the
grass; there is not a lit tle fish in the deep ocean whose path is hid den from
Him, not a leaf on a tree upon the whole earth whose shape and size He
does not know, not a leaf that would fall to the ground with out His will.
Yes, while He gov erns, cares for, feeds and rules this en tire world. He be- 
holds in ev ery drop of wa ter those thou sands of in vis i ble lit tle crea tures,
scarcely vis i ble through a mi cro scope, and gives ev ery one of them life and
food; for in Him lives, moves and ex ists ev ery thing. In deed, if you look at
things in this way, then He be comes mighty and great and you will ac- 
knowl edge the power hid den in the word: “The Spirit of God moved upon
the face of the wa ters.”
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The Light.

“And God Said, Let There Be Light; and There Was Light:”

HAVE YOU NEVER CON SID ERED how great and mag nif i cent, how won der ful is
light, that gar ment of God (Ps. 104-21) who calls him self “the Fa ther of
lights,” and whose dwelling is in un ap proach able light? What would the
world be with out light? How in con ceiv able, un known, in com pre hen si ble
and joy less. How dark, aim less and pow er less also all our thought.

But what is light? We can not fully ex plain it and are less able to com- 
pre hend it here upon earth than the rest of na ture; for it is the first and high- 
est work of God’s cre ation. But so much the hu man mind may know: light
is a liv ing power pro ceed ing from God, which, while it sur rounds the en tire
uni verse, keeps the small est par ti cles of bod ies and mat ter con stantly and
pow er fully in mo tion; the faster the mo tion, the clearer the light. A body al- 
to gether mo tion less would be al to gether dark, and thus one can say truth- 
fully: light is life, mo tion; and dark ness is death. There is no com plete dark- 
ness in the uni verse, and even a thou sand feet deep in the earth, where our
eye, blinded by day light, thinks we see only dark est night, grows the crys tal
and many plants of in fe rior na ture; and in the deep est val leys of the sea,
where to our eye not the least ray of light pen e trates, liv ing crea tures move,
seiz ing their prey by their own fee ble light. And when on a dark night man
thinks the world lies in dark ness, it is true only of a small por tion of the
earth, while the whole uni verse all around is filled by waves of light, which
fly from star to star, from sun to sun. Whether the outer dark ness of which
Christ speaks will be ab so lute, or il lu mined by the red light nings of the
wrath of God, we know not. But the rays of light do not only give the bod- 
ies form and shape, color and vis i ble ness, but they pos sess still other char- 
ac ter is tics; and since they are a cre ation of our Fa ther in heaven, and since it
is be com ing for the chil dren of the house to in ves ti gate and ad mire the
works of their fa ther, we will speak about them a lit tle fur ther.
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Let the small est ray of light pass through the eye of a nee dle, so small
that you can scarcely see it with the naked eye, and you will have a world of
won ders be fore you. Let, for in stance, this small ray of light fall upon a
drop of wa ter through a good mi cro scope, which strength ens the ray of
light, what do you see in it? A whole world! There it moves and lives and
stirs, pow er ful an i mals, al most fright ful to look at, which move about
quickly swal low ing up the smaller crea tures to right and left. Slowly, as in a
dream, oth ers move back ward and for ward in neatly striped lit tle houses of
moun tain crys tal, and still oth ers con stantly change their form, be come sud- 
denly ob long and round, stretch out their arms and draw them back again,
never rest ing, and all live and move in God, know noth ing of you and ful fill
mis sions un known to us. But the whole pic ture, sharply and ac cu rately, ten- 
derly and del i cately drawn, with all its lines and forms, is painted by that
one ray of light upon your eye, which, cre ated for the light, is it self a won- 
der ful work of God.

But now take up, with a great tele scope, the light which comes from the
moon, and what a dif fer ence! For merly the moon ap peared to you to be a
small disk, and now? Upon a vast plain you see yon der great moun tains,
many thou sand feet high, mighty rocks stretch ing up ward tower-like, bold,
steep, bro ken, an other world than the earth. Yon der in the moon there reigns
eter nal si lence; there is nei ther air nor wa ter. Never does the wind whis tle
through the trees, never a brook rip ples, never a wave splashes, never do
clouds move along the dark sky. All these things are shown to us by the ray
of light com ing down from the moon.

The ray of light also pro duces the col ors; not only the seven pri mary col- 
ors of the rain bow, but also the thou sand fold shad ings which we dis cern.
More over each of these dif fer ent col ors has its pe cu liar warmth, its dif fer ent
in flu ence over earthly bod ies. Un der the in flu ence of one ray a plant grows
more rapidly, un der an other, more slowly; again un der an other light pic- 
tures are pro duced, such as you see in pho tog ra phy. Some have a qui et ing
in flu ence over man, as has been demon strated in the case of the in sane, oth- 
ers pro duce ex cite ment, as one may see even in the case of stupid an i mals,
like the al li ga tor, which be comes fu ri ous at red light. By a re cent dis cov ery
it has be come pos si ble, by ex am in ing a ray of light to de ter mine from what
body it pro ceeds. If, for in stance, one holds against the small est ray of light
a prism he will see a long, beau ti ful col ored stripe, and in it there are drawn
hun dreds of small black and glit ter ing col ors and lines. These lines ex plain
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of what mat ter the body is com posed from which the light pro ceeds,
whether it be a can dle, a pe tro leum-lamp, the sun or a dis tant fixed star.
And thus the as tronomer at the present day is en abled by let ting the small est
ray of light from a star which you can scarcely see twin kling in the heav ens,
suc ces sively pass through a se ries of prisms, to read in it whether upon this
star there is to be found wa ter, iron, gold, salt, etc.; fur ther, whether the star
is solid, liq uid or gaseous, whether sur rounded by a great stra tum of air, or
whether this star which pur sues its course through the uni verse faster than
the wind, ap proaches the earth or re cedes from it, and with what ve loc ity.
And how much may yet lie hid den in the writ ings of the light, some of
which per haps we may be en abled to dis cover, but most of which must be
re served for the life to come, in which it will be our em ploy ment to con tem- 
plate the won ders of God with clearer eyes than is pos si ble here upon this
earth.

How won der ful, too, is the ef fect of this light. The light of the sun trav- 
els a dis tance of over ninety mil lions of miles from the sun to!his earth, and
yet is strong enough to make veg e ta tion upon this earth grow and blos som
and give man and an i mal strength, while crea tures born in dark ness, even
where there is suf fi cient warmth, re main pale and weak.

But one thing more: Fifty years have not yet elapsed since a man in
France by the name of Da guerre, at the in sti ga tion of his own fam ily, was
for bid den by the courts to make known his ideas, be cause he was de ter- 
mined not to rest un til he had suc ceeded in tak ing the pic tures which are
found in the ray of light and mak ing them vis i ble upon a plate of glass. To
peo ple in those days this idea ap peared ab surd. To day ev ery child knows
that from ev ery lighted ob ject pho to graphs, i.e., light-pic tures, may be pro- 
duced; that is, the light pic ture which pro ceeds from the ob ject may be
made vis i ble. This proves that light pic tures from all ob jects, in vis i ble to us,
fly through space. Of course, the ray of light, though fast mov ing, needs yet
a cer tain amount of time in or der to go from one place to an other; for in- 
stance, eight min utes from the sun to the earth, thirty years from the po lar
star to us. Let us con sider the lat ter ex am ple. The light which pro ceeds from
this star, with the pic ture of the star that is con tained therein started from
that star thirty years ago and tells us, there fore, how the star did shine thirty
years ago, but not how it shines at present. Just as if you had re ceived a let- 
ter from an ac quain tance in China who lefc there six months ago. You can
see from the let ter that at that time he was well and hearty, and that he was
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en gaged in a cer tain line of busi ness, but how he is at the present mo ment
and what he does, you do not know; he may have taken sick since, or even
died. Thus it is with the po lar star. We do not re ally see the star it self, but
only its pic ture as it started from the star thirty years ago. And if the star
had been ex tin guished ten years ago, we would still see it shine, and would
con tinue to see it for twenty years; and not un til the ex pi ra tion of this tim^e
would it dis ap pear from view. An other star in the con stel la tion of Pleiades
(Job 9:9; Amos 5:8) is so far dis tant from. us that its light needs five hun- 
dred years to reach us. Had it dis ap peared at the time of Luther’s birth, we
would still see it. From this we may judge that we do not see the stars as
they are, but as they were; the sky does not show us the present, but the
past.

But now imag ine the case re versed and some one at present look ing
down from that dis tant star upon the earth. If the light of that star con sumes
five hun dred years in reach ing our earth, the light from the earth to that star
would need ex actly the same amount of time; the in hab i tant of that star
would see the earth ex actly as it was five hun dred years ago; and if he had
an ac cu rate tele scope or a very sharp eye, he could to day ob serve very care- 
fully what hap pened upon our earth dur ing the month of Jan u ary, 1408.
Con sid er ing this mat ter fur ther you will see that the uni verse is filled with
pic tures of all events which con tin u ally take place, that it is a “book of
light,” con tain ing “light-writ ings” or pho to graphs of ev ery thing that takes
place. Of course man can not read these writ ings; whether there are be ings
upon many of these mighty lu mi nar ies which we see twin kling in the sky,
who per haps are able to read them with im mor tal eyes, we do not know. But
it is cer tain that God does it him self, for He who made the eye should He
not see? And this may as sist us in our un der stand ing of how in God the past
and the present are one and the same.

And all these won ders, and who knows how many oth ers, are yet hid den
to us in the ray of light, have been brought about by the one word of cre- 
ation, “Let there be light!” In deed, a great, a won der ful God! And what an
im mense m.ean ing that pure light has, of which our light is only a small
part and a weak re flec tion, is wit nessed on ev ery page of the Word of God,
which says: “God is light and lives in an un ap proach able light and in Him
there is no dark ness.” And us, His chil dren, He calls to light, for in the light
there is all knowl edge, in dark ness all ig no rance; and, as the tran sient sun-
light shows us ev ery day in na ture, in the light there is life, in dark ness only
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death. But to us the prom ise is given that one day we shall dwell in the light
where there is no dark ness; yes, that we shall shine in our risen bod ies like
the sun in our Fa ther’s king dom. What mir a cles of light will there float
around us and rise within us! What an in cen tive it should be for us here in
this world, of ten so dark, to walk as the chil dren of light!

Should it be asked: “How is this? Light al ready in the be gin ning, and the
sun not cre ated un til the fourth day?” And, pray, why not? Light and the sun
are not one and the same. Who has not read of the mag nif i cent Au rora bo re- 
alis? So also Comets shine by their own light; and as tronomers know of gi- 
gan tic stretches of light giv ing neb u lous mat ter in the heav ens, hun dreds of
mil lions larger in size than our own earth, as, for ex am ple, the stars of
Orion. There are now many ex tinct suns, and many oth ers which are in vis i- 
ble to us, so that light with out our own sun is clearly pos si ble. And should
God will, it is pos si ble for Him to fill the whole uni verse with an at mos- 
phere or “ether” of the bright est light.

When now we read fur ther, “And God called the light day, and the dark- 
ness He called night,” God clearly in di cates what He wants us to un der stand
by day and night, and what in the ac count of the cre ation “day” and “night”
es pe cially mean, not days and nights ac cord ing to our reck on ing of twelve
hours’ time — in the first days of cre ation there was as yet no sun — but al- 
ter nat ing pe ri ods of light and dark ness, with out any thing be ing said as to
the du ra tion of the same, as as tronomers now note such pe ri ods in the
change able stars. We are here also re minded of the say ing: “One day with
the Lord is as a thou sand years, and a thou sand years as one day;” like wise,
the ex pres sion “day of the Lord,” used to de scribe the pe ri ods of the fi nal
judg ment, sug gest that in bib li cal lan guage the word “day” has a far wider
mean ing than that given to it in just or di nary hu man speech. Speak ing,
there fore, of the days of cre ation, we have to un der stand, ac cord ing to the
word ing and sense of the Scrip ture, epochs of light, as to the du ra tion of
which the Bible ’is silent, but which might have been thou sands of years in
ex tent. They were great epochs and mighty de vel op ments of light, fol lowed
again by sea sons of dark ness and ces sa tion.
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The Sky.

“And God Said, ‘Let There Be a Fir ma ment in the Midst of the Wa ters, and Let it Di vide
the Wa ters.’ And God Made the Fir ma ment, and Di vided the Wal ters which were Un der the
Fir ma ment from the Wa ters which were Above the Fir ma ment, and it was So. And God
Called the Fir ma ment Heaven. And the Evening and the Morn ing were the Sec ond Day.”

WHAT KIND OF HEAVEN IS THIS, the cre ation of which is here re lated? Ev i- 
dently not the one which is in hab ited by God and the an gels, and of which
is is said: “Be hold, the heaven and heaven of heav ens can not con tain thee.”
(The He brew word is “rakiah” — that which is stretched out, fir ma ment. In
French “etendue.”) But rather we have here an ac count of the cre ation of
the at mos phere above the earth, which God also called heaven, and which,
there fore, is called by this name in all the dif fer ent lan guages of the earth,
be cause it is to be a con stant sign be fore the eyes of man, not only of the
earth be neath him, but also of a clear, im mea sur able world above him. In
view of this, many a one is per haps in clined to think that it is self-ev i dent
that some thing must be above us; or he may think, per haps, that this so-
called heaven is noth ing else but a lit tle air, which does not de serve to be
called a new cre ation of God. But the facts are dif fer ent. Upon the moon,
for in stance, this “air heaven” is not found; and if we were there, we would
not, even on a clear day, see above us a blue, airy sky, but only end less
empti ness and pro found dark ness, out of which the sun and the stars would
shine at the same time with un bear able, glar ing light. That we have a blue
sky above us, there fore, is not a mat ter of chance. Sci ence, too, is in har- 
mony with the Bible when it says: It is to be pos i tively ac cepted, that af ter
the earth had been for a long time sur rounded by an ex traor di nar ily high
layer of thick smoke, through which no ray of light could pen e trate, so that
the sur face was cov ered by com plete dark ness, fi nally, in con se quence of
the con tin ued cool ing off of these va pors, much heavy mat ter, which hith- 
erto had filled the up per space, now fell to the earth; so that the air grad u- 
ally be came clearer, al most sim i lar to ours; wa tery va por could arise out of
this and form into clouds. This at mos phere had to be there be fore an i mals
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and plants could ex ist, for the con stituent parts of the at mos phere at that
time be came very fa vor able to the ori gin of the veg etable king dom.

But what now is the use of this at mos phere or “fir ma ment,” as the Bible
calls it, we may ask? In the first place it is to sep a rate the wa ters above the
clouds, from, the wa ters be low. Were it not there the mass of wa ter which
floats above us would, as a dense im pen e tra ble fog, hover over the face of
the earth and the sea, and grop ing about in it we would gain a knowl edge
nei ther of the starry heav ens nor of the earth’s sur face. In deed our whole in- 
tel lec tual life would be de stroyed. In this con nec tion it would be ever moist
and cold, the ripen ing of the grain and the fruit would be im pos si ble. But
you may think those few clouds above hardly wor thy of be ing called “wa- 
ters above,” com.pared to the im mense oceans. But in this you are mis- 
taken; and were you to live in such coun tries, where dur ing the greater part
of the year in ces sant streams fall from above, you would get a dif fer ent
con cep tion of the im mense mass of wa ter that is stored up in the sky. We
can il lus trate this in an other way. From the rain and the snow which fall
upon the earth come, as you know, the lit tle brooks which, when united,
form the streams and rivers. Have you ever seen the Rhine near the city of
Cologne? No doubt you thought it a mighty river. Still there are many
streams upon the earth com pared with which the Rhine is only a small
brook. The Ama zon river in South Amer ica, sixty miles above its mouth is
so broad that one can not see from one shore to the other, and it ap pears as if
it were the sea, while at places its depth is 600 feet. This gi gan tic mass of
wa ter, broad and deep as Lake Geneva, Switzer land, rolls in ces santly to- 
ward the ocean and en ters it with such force that two hun dred miles from
the shore the mariner finds to his as ton ish ment the sea con tain ing an abun- 
dance of fresh wa ter. Other streams in Amer ica, Asia and Africa are al most
as large. Now imag ine, if you can, all these rivers united into one, and you
will stand as ton ished be fore this im mense mass of wa ter, which has emp tied
it self into the sea for thou sands of years. Con sider, too, that all this wa ter
had to come from the clouds, and that it would not be where it is had it not
been sent down “from the wa ters which were above the fir ma ment.” And
again, these wa ters would not have de scended from heaven if they had not
pre vi ously as cended; masses of wa ter like those con tained in the mighty
Mis sis sippi and Ama zon rivers as cend im per cep ti bly, day and night, to the
sky. How is this done? Sim ply this way: Un der the in flu ence of the rays of
the sun there are formed on the sur face of the wa ter lit tle bub bles, like soap
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bub bles filled with air, but so small that they can not be seen. This air,
warmed by the sun, ex pands and be comes lighter than the air sur round ing
it, and the lit tle bub ble, like a bal loon, rises up ward and forms the cloud, a
sin gle one of which con tains a hun dred thou sand buck ets of wa ter. Thus
God works great things by the sim plest means. He might have placed at the
“four cor ners of the earth” tow er ing steam en gines, which with a deaf en ing
noise and roar might have pumped the wa ter out of the sea and sprin kled it
over the earth; men would cer tainly have ad mired such a con trivance; but
he ac com plishes it noise lessly and in a much more per fect way by means of
the air, so that ev ery minute mil lions of buck ets of wa ter rise into the air,
and the winds, also be long ing to the air, sprin kle it over the earth; we, there- 
fore, hardly take no tice of it, and do not think much about it. A renowned
as tronomer has cal cu lated that if the en tire pop u la tion of the earth, men,
women and chil dren, were to stand at the sea shore dip ping with buck ets, it
would re quire 70,000 years of dili gent work to take out as much wa ter as
the sun draws up in a sin gle year with out trou ble. So lit tle and in signif i cant
is the power of man com pared to the quiet work ings of God.

And these wa ters from above, these clouds, are a pe cu liar world in them- 
selves. Of course, one who lives in an in land town scarcely ever learns to
know them in their grandeur and di ver sity; upon the great ocean, on the
other hand, where they have their spe cial birth-place, they form them selves
vol un tar ily and rise tower-like in great masses. There the mariner can eas ily
ob serve their dif fer ent for ma tions, of which there are four lead ing types: the
cu mu lus-cloud, which you may of ten see dur ing the sum mer or be fore a
thun der storm as it rises upon a dark back ground like a pow er ful snow-
white dome; the stra tus cloud, which cov ers the en tire sky in long streaks at
sun-down; the cir rus-cloud, which can be seen like torn up pieces of wool
in in nu mer able shapes. It is found very high in the air; and bal loon ists who
were 25,000 feet high, have seen these clouds far above them. Fi nally the
nim bus-cloud with its ir reg u lar out lines. But he who wishes to learn the
grandeur of the cloud-world must go up in a bal loon. Thus an Eng lish army
of fi cer, who un der took such a bal loon as cen sion alone, re lates how, while it
was dark and rainy, he left the earth; soon while pass ing through the rain-
clouds he was en veloped by va por and fog, but in a short time he was above
them; and now he de scribes en thu si as ti cally how he passed through an
ocean of snow-white flakes, and how also this was soon be low him and all
around him, like a Mont Blanc and a Hi malaya, gi gan tic masses of clouds
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formi ing them selves in the deep, blue sky, quickly chang ing their shape, il- 
lu mined by the sun light. And in this new and grand world, he goes on to
say, he scarcely dared to breathe or to move, for there was a pe cu liar,
solemn and per fect still ness, and he felt as though he were alone with his
God. And how will it be when He, whose com ing we are await ing, will ap- 
pear with His an gels and all the saints upon the clouds oi heaven! But this
fir ma ment cre ated by God does not only sep a rate the wa ters, above and be- 
low, but also serves other pur poses. That we need the air for the pur pose of
breath ing, we know; but still more: by it we are en abled to see. Did not the
air re flect the rays of the sun, so that ob jects were il lu mined from all sides,
we would, as is the case on the moon, see of all ob jects only that part upon
which the light falls, while the op po site side would be en veloped in pro- 
found dark ness. It is the air which causes these end less vari a tions of light
and shade, and in stead of pro duc ing a glar ing light, which would blind our
eyes with a cor re spond ing dark ness, it pro duces a mild, har mo nious pic ture
of the ob jects on the earth’s sur face. Still an other great and im por tant ser- 
vice is ren dered by this air-fir ma ment or at mos phere: it is a warm cover,
which pro tects the earth and all the crea tures upon it from freez ing to death.
It is true, the rays of the sun are warm, even hot; but if there were no air
they could only warm that side of an ob ject upon which they fall, the op po- 
site side, in the shade, be ing ex posed to all the cold in the world, which is
es ti mated to be a hun dred de grees be low zero. Thus it is upon the moon;
and it would be so like wise upon the earth if it was not for the air; on one
side we should roast, while on the other we should freeze, and there would
be no life pos si ble. But the air mod er ates and checks these fiery rays of
light, di vides them, and while the at mos phere it self is warmed, it em braces
us with its even warm layer of air.

These are some of the won ders of this great cre ation of God on the sec- 
ond day, and as the light, so also does the air praise His great ness and
power. But we who be lieve in this Almighty Cre ator as in a dear fa ther in
Christ Je sus, say con fi dently:

Who ’points the clouds their course,
 Whom winds and seas obey;
He shall di rect thy wan der ing feet;
 He shall pre pare thy way.
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The Solid Land And The Sea.

"And Said, ’Let the Wa ters Un der the Heaven be Gath ered To gether Unto One Place, and
Let the Dry Land Ap pear: and It Was So. And God Called the Dry Land Earth; and the
Gath er ing To gether of the Wa ters Called He Seas; and God Saw that it was Good.

WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM THESE VERSES? We learn that the sur face of the earth
was, at one time, level, and that it was evenly cov ered by wa ter, and that at
a later time the moun tains arose and the bot tom of the sea low ered it self.
And what does nat u ral sci ence teach? It agrees with the teach ing of the
Bible by main tain ing that the moun tains were formed and the main-land
arose from the depths af ter the earth had for merly been en tirely cov ered by
wa ter. How did this hap pen? Nat u ral sci en tists say: the earth was at one
time a great, glow ing ball con sist ing of fiery, liq uid metal; one may see
even to day that the rocks and stones on the sur face of the earth are noth ing
but cor roded met als. Even the clay out of which we make our brick con tains
an enor mous amount of a cer tain metal, which looks al most like sil ver,
though much lighter. In the course of time when the earth grad u ally cooled
off, there nat u rally ap peared upon its sur face a crust. Grad u ally be com ing
thicker, it con tracted and formed wrin kles, just like a scum on warm milk,
when it be comes cold; and these wrin kles, cor re spond ing in size to the
earth, formed the first hills and moun tains. There fore the Bible does not say,
“and God cre ated the dry land,” but “let the dry land ap pear” (ac cord ing to
the He brew.) The nat u ral con se quence of this was that the wa ters gath ered
them selves to gether at the deep places, where upon on the one hand the sea
and on the other the dry land ap peared. Here also we have, with ref er ence to
an im por tant point in the his tory of the cre ation of the earth, per fect agree- 
ment be tween the Bible and sci ence. But all these things did not come to
pass, as the athe ists think, by them selves alone, but through God’s cre ative
word; and had He not spo ken the words of that third day, the earth would
stand yet with out form and void and the moun tains would not have ap- 
peared. The Word of God was the com mand that all pow ers which His
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Spirit, as it moved upon the wa ters, had placed into mat ter, should go on
work ing ac cord ing to His pre con ceived plan; and that the earth was thus to
take a step fur ther in its de vel op ment. To be sure the an gels and the sons of
God in heaven heard these cre ative words; but had we, at that time, as sin ful
men stood upon the earth, we would have heard just as lit tle as when at the
present day at the word and com mand of God a thun der-storm arises or an
earth quake car ries thou sands away. The car nally-blind mind would also in
those days have seen noth ing in those cre ative move ments but nat u ral de- 
vel op ments and work ings of na ture’s pow ers, just as is the case at the
present day with the learned and un learned who know not God.

And in deed, they are a great work of God, these “moun tains of the
Lord,” as the Scrip tures call them, be cause they make known in a spe cial
sense His might and glory. We can scarcely form a cor rect idea as to the
great ness of a sin gle hill or moun tain, to say noth ing of a moun tain chain
with its con nec tions of mil lions and mil lions of cu bic feet of earth, rock and
stone. He who knows the Alps and, af ter great ex er tions for many hours in
climb ing one of the gi ant moun tain peaks, stands on the top be hold ing the
earth be neath his feet, great forests ap pear ing like lit tle dark spots, rivers re- 
sem bling sil very threads — he may in some mea sure get an idea of what a
moun tain is. A well known Eng lish writer, Kings ley, said at one time, that
the great ness and power of God first took pos ses sion of his mind when he
re solved to have a lit tle hill re moved on his es tate. For af ter work men had
been en gaged cart ing away load af ter load of earth, and the lit tle mole hill
would not dis ap pear, he be gan to think how many moun tain-ranges tower
up to the sky, how the Alps, or the Hi malayas, or the An des stretch a thou- 
sand miles along the sea coast, and to see how lit tle man is and how great
the works of God are.

But what a spec ta cle it must have been when the moun tains first ap- 
peared! For not only did the earth’s sur face rise and fall like a sea, but it
also burst and tore asun der, and out of the cracks thou sands of vol ca noes
poured forth an im mense mass of lava, that is, melted metal. Even at the
present time many a moun tain gives ev i dence of these ac tiv i ties. Un doubt- 
edly, they have been formed out of melted stone, as well as those five hun- 
dred vol ca noes still ac tive and thou sands of oth ers that have be come ex- 
tinct. Think, for in stance, of the long chain of the An des with its nu mer ous
vol ca noes. This moun tain chain is noth ing but the scar, so to speak, of a
great rent, which at one time took place in the crust of the earth, out of
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which then, like the juice from the ripe fruit, the lava streamed forth, form- 
ing it self into moun tains. It is there fore not merely a po et i cal way of speak- 
ing when we read, “The hills melted like wax at the pres ence of the Lord.”
(Ps. 97:5). This for ma tion of moun tains has, even at the present time, by no
means reached its end, though in less ma jes tic man ner, moun tains still rise
and val leys sink down, unto the place which He has formed for them. (Ps.
104:8). Thus in the year 1707, in con se quence of a sub ter ranean fire in the
Mediter ranean sea, in close prox im ity to the is land of San torin, an other is- 
land was formed, forty miles in length and ris ing forty feet above the sea.
Thus nu mer ous is lands in the Pa cific ocean are noth ing but craters of old
vol ca noes that have slowly and grad u ally risen out of the ocean. In Mex ico,
on the 29th of Sep tem ber, 1743, at the time of a great earth quake, while the
sur face of the earth moved to and fro like the wav ing sea, one might have
seen how, in one day, with a fear ful noise a moun tain arose, which cov ered
four square miles and reached a height of 1,600 feet, while round about
flames came out of the earth. This moun tain, named Jorullo, stands to this
day, and from its sum mit burn ing lava still flows. But on the other hand you
could have read in the news pa pers of sev eral years ago how moun tains dis- 
ap pear. At that time an is land near Java with a high moun tain sank with a
fear ful roar, like an earth quake into the sea, while a rain of ashes dark ened
the sun for three days. Now if the ap pear ance or dis ap pear ance of a rel a- 
tively small moun tain is ac com pa nied with such grand and fear ful phe nom- 
ena, if it is pos si ble for a sin gle small vol cano like Vesu vius to send its
ashes over into Africa; and if an other vol cano, which we know, shakes the
earth a hun dred miles around and en velopes the coun try in dark ness —
what an in de scrib able and grand phe nom e non must it have been, when on
the third day upon the word of God and His com mand the en tire solid land,
with thou sands of vol ca noes, arose out of the depths, and when whole
moun tains and moun tain ranges “skipped like rams!” In con se quence of this
gi gan tic strug gle be tween fire and wa ter how the earth must have been en- 
veloped in thick smoke and flames, a type of that day on which it, with ev- 
ery thing upon it, shall be con sumed by fire. Yes, a beau ti ful and grand cre- 
ation are the moun tains of God, and there fore the Psalmist never tires in
prais ing their beauty and grandeur. And even God him self has sanc ti fied
their sum mits, which, cov ered with a man tle of eter nal snow, rise boldly
and loftily into the clear sky above the lit tle and mean ing less do ings of hu- 
man life. Upon a moun tain Abra ham was to sac ri fice his son; upon a moun- 
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tain, the ma jes tic gran ite sum mit of Sinai, God de scended as He gave to the
peo ple His laws; upon a moun tain Moses was priv i leged to die and to be
buried by God him self; upon a moun tain Elias called to gether Is rael and
caused fire to fall down from heaven; upon a moun tain Christ preached His
first ser mon, prayed when He was alone, was trans fig ured be fore His dis ci- 
ples and also as cended into heaven; and at His fi nal com ing His feet will
stand upon Mount Olivet (Zech. 14:4). And what shall be the moun tains of
eter nity in Par adise and upon the new earth — those hills to which David
lifted up his eyes and from which he ob tained help!

In sharp con trast to the hills, those lu mi nous heights of the earth, are
those dark mys te ri ous depths of the wa ters which once cov ered the whole
earth. That three-fourths of the earth’s sur face, which has been ap pointed as
man’s dwelling place, should be cov ered with vast wilder nesses of wa ter, is
al ready a great mys tery; for it is cer tain that God could in many other ways
pro vide a suf fi ciency of wa ter. Quite enig mat i cal too is that world of liv ing
things in the great seas. “Yon der is the sea, great and wide, wherein are
things creep ing in nu mer able, both small and great beasts. There go the
ships; there is leviathan, whom Thou hast formed to play therein.” (Ps.
104:25, 16.) And deeper still, in icy si lence — for thither no noises reach; in
eter nal night — for thither no light pen e trates, live for thou sands of years
myr iad forms of be ings, of which we know not and whose pur pose we can- 
not even con jec ture, and which know noth ing of us nor of any part of
earthly life. A great de vour ing do min ion is the sea, flow ing from pole to
pole around the con ti nents in cease less cur rents like im mea sur able rivers. In
the days of the flood it swal lowed all the race, to gether with all veg etable
and an i mal life, as com pletely as the Red Sea swal lowed Pharaoh and his
host, and as an nu ally scores of ships and their crews go down to come up
no more. What won ders of de struc tion, what trea sures and riches, what
skele tons of life may not be found in its store house of ev er last ing dark ness.

As the hills sym bol ize the lift ing up of the soul into joy and light, so is
the sea a type of the heart in the depths of bit ter ness and strife, as Jonah
says: “The wa ters com passed me about, even to the soul; the deep was
round about me; the weeds were wrapped about my head.” (Jonah 2:5.) And
thus must Christ, af ter He has been trans fig ured on Ta bor, de scend, on ac- 
count of our sins, into the depths of death and hell. “For as Jonah was three
days and three nights in the belly of the whale; so shall the Son of Man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” (Matt. 12:40).
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But in that day, when all things shall be re vealed be fore the Great White
Throne, then the sea will also “give up its dead.” Then they will come forth,
those mil lions drowned in the flood, Pharaoh and his host, as well as that
in nu mer able mul ti tude which since his day sank in its depths; they will
come to the light with their bod ies and with their sins, to be judged.

But on that un speak able blessed earth, made new by our Lord’s rev e la- 
tion and power, “there will be no more sea.” (Rev. 21:1). Ev ery where the
blessed will reign in bliss.
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Veg e ta tion.

“And God Said: ‘Let the Earth Bring Forth Grass, the Herb Yield ing Seed, and the Fruit
Tree Yield ing Fruit Af ter His Kind, Whose Seed is in It self, Upon the Earth:’ and It Was
So. And the Earth Brought Forth Grass and Herb Yield ing Seed Af ter His Kind, and the
Tree Yield ing Fruit, Whose Seed was in It self, Af ter His Kind: and God Saw that it was
Good. And the Evening and the Morn ing were the Third Day.”

HOW EVER GREAT THE MIR A CLE in cre at ing the light, the air and the earth were,
here we have still some thing greater, namely, the ap pear ance of life, the
mir a cle of all mir a cles. Or did you ever think of what a won der ful thing a
plant re ally is? that mil lions of life less par ti cles of mat ter, taken from the
earth, are forced by an un seen power to unite and form some thing that has
life, that eats, drinks and breathes — for all this is char ac ter is tic of the plant
— it grows, be comes old, weak and fi nally dies.

Great and won der ful are these nu mer ous cre ations of God. We are ac- 
quainted with about 100,000 dif fer ent kinds of plants, each one of which
has nu mer ous va ri eties; but we are not, by far, ac quainted with all the veg- 
etable life, nei ther of the desert nor the tops of the moun tains, and still less
do we know what grows at the bot tom of the sea; nei ther do we know of the
thou sands of smaller plants, which move about in the muddy, slimy drops
of wa ter. What a con trast be tween the great and the small! There are thou- 
sands of lit tle plants which you swal low un no ticed as you drink from a
mossy moun tain brook. On the other hand, there are those gi ants in the veg- 
etable world which are hun dreds of years old: the tall, slen der palm., as it is
found in the Cordil leries in South Amer ica, of ten 200 feet high, higher than
most of our church tow ers; the enor mous bread tree in West ern Africa, with
a trunk 30 feet in di am e ter, on which a French trav eler (Adan son) counted
nearly 2,000 an nual rings. This tree, there fore, must have be gun to grow in
the days of Christ. Then the gi gan tic Mam muth tree (Welling to nia), of
which there can be found in Cal i for nia from 300 to 400 spec i mens, with a
round, smooth trunk as high as the tower of the cathe dral in Stutt gart, and
hav ing the same di am e ter. But the long est or tallest plant is the gi ant sea-
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tang, which has its roots in the bot tom of the At lantic ocean and grows a
thou sand feet high, un til it reaches the sur face of the wa ter and the light of
the sun, and while its limbs rock upon the waves of the ocean, down deep in
the sea it forms mighty forests, in which the greedy shark, the dol phin and a
le gion of other sea-an i mals make their home. Not less as ton ish ing is the
great dif fer ence in the soil and the cli mate, in which the plants flour ish. In
the hot sands of the Sa hara, in a heat that will kill a man if he is not pro- 
tected, the date-palm flour ishes, wa tered by sub ter ranean springs, for, as the
Arab says, it must have its foot in the wa ter, and its top in the fire. But near
the north pole, where there is a pro longed night, last ing for months and
where the cold reaches 50 de grees be low zero, where wine and even
whisky, which was brought thither, had to be chopped in pieces with an axe,
where the ice gets as hard as steel, and steel be comes like glass, tiny lit tle
plants bid de fi ance to the long po lar night and the fear ful cold. And if, af ter
a long night, the pale sun again makes its ap pear ance, there grow and blos- 
som mod estly the ten der moss and pretty lit tle flow ers in the cracks of the
rocks in a soil only a few inches deep, and wa tered by melted snow. And
here also we find the small est tree on the earth, the po lar-wil low, only hand-
high, the stem as thick as a lead-pen cil. And the weather beaten seam.en,
whose call ing has driven them to this lonely spot, like to tell how they en joy
the sight of this lit tle plant which even amidst eter nal snow and ice tells of
the love of God.

But the great est mir a cle of the plant is its seed: “Whose seed is in it self
upon the earth.” In deed, a great mir a cle! The small est seed, which you can
hold be tween the points of your fin gers, has the power in it to pro duce a
per fect plant with roots, stems, leaves and blos soms “af ter its kind.” This
plant again brings forth the same seed as long as the earth stands. What this
means, let us show by a few ex am ples. From one sin gle grain of the poppy
a plant may grow which pro duces 30,000 seeds. Let each grain again pro- 
duce the same and you will have in the sec ond gen er a tion 900,000,000
poppy plants. Yes, it has been cal cu lated that if ev ery grain would grow,
within five years the earth would be cov ered with poppy plants. Pro fes sor
Gaussen, of Geneva, has fig ured out that if a grain of wheat as it is found in
Syria, Pales tine and Sicily, would each time pro duce a hun dred grains that
the grains com ing forth from this sin gle grain in the course of eight years
would suf fice to feed the en tire in hab i tants of the earth a whole year. Such
is the power of growth and in crease which God on the third day put into the
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seeds of plants. If one thinks what a mov ing power it re quires to make these
mil lions of the largest and small est plants rise from the earth, what is all the
mov ing power of our ma chines, whose ac com plish ments are so much ad- 
mired, in com par i son to this? There fore, if per chance a sum mer breeze
blows a lit tle winged seed on your sleeve, look upon it rev er ently: there is
hid den in it a power of God, be fore which ev ery power of man dwin dles to
noth ing. And if you di vide a grain of wheat into parts, you find noth ing in it
but a lit tle flour locked up in small trans par ent bags, which are called cells.
The nat u ral ists know ex actly the ma te ri als of which a grain is com.posed,
but can they them selves make a sin gle grain? No. Even if they could ob tain
the ex act ma te rial which is found in the grain and could mix it in ex actly the
same pro por tion as it is in the grain, and would stir and shake the whole
ever so much, it would not be come a grain of wheat, nor even flour. And
should they con tinue to ex pose this mix ture ever so long to the heat and
light of the sun, noth ing would grow from it and it would not be come a
plant. No tice here the won der ful se cret power of God, which is found in a
lit tle grain, and which leaves all hu man knowl edge and ca pa bil ity far be- 
hind.

And this se cret, ten der lit tle soul in a grain of wheat, which you can not
dis cover with a mi cro scope, has ap par ently a re mark ably tena cious life. For
many months, even as long as fifty years, grains of wheat have lain as dead.
Dur ing the same pe riod of time mil lions of hu man be ings were born into the
world and died. In a shorter pe riod the em pires of Napoleon and Alexan der
were founded and passed away. But in tTie lit tle grain of wheat the ten der
life was com pletely pre served; for when it was planted, there grew from it a
new and strong plant, show ing no signs of old age, but pro duc ing large and
full ears. Yes, it is said that in cer tain graves of Celts, many hun dreds years
old, wheat was found. These peo ple be lieved so firmly in the im mor tal ity of
the soul, that they lent with out hes i ta tion to one an other on the writ ten
prom ise to re pay prin ci pal and in ter est in the life be yond, (by the way a lit- 
tle hu mil i at ing to Chris tians of to day). Among these buried prom ises were
found grains of wheat which when planted, pro duced as good wheat as seed
of to day.

And the pur pose of veg e ta tion? Why did God cre ate the plant-world?
Re ally ev ery one knows why, but passes it by with out thought or thanks giv- 
ing. Veg e ta tion, in its myr iad forms, is here to nour ish the count less liv ing
be ings upon the earth, as though God had said: Thou shalt, quick ened by
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the sun, pre pare from rock and earth and wa ter bread for my house hold.
And be hold, un ob served and silently, by sun ad by storm, plant and tree
pro duce corn, oil and wine, de lec ta ble fruits, herbs and medicines, and all
such things as are needed to sus tain life. Even the many mil lion yards of
cot ton, hemp and flax which are used in cloth ing are the prod uct of the
plant world. Food and cloth ing for the hun dreds of mil lions of liv ing be ings
upon earth, this is the pur pose of all this silent plant-life.

That prim i tive veg etable king dom which God cre ated on the third day,
has been pre served to us, though in a dif fer ent form, up to the present time,
and to it we owe our warm rooms dur ing the win ter. In the low est and old- 
est strata of the earth there are found im mense quan ti ties of trees, which
through some phys i cal process have been turned into coal; of ten there may
still be seen the trunks, limbs, leaves and fruit; yea, by means of a mi cro- 
scope even the small est wooden cells can be de tected. This im mense mass
of veg e ta tion, among which there is not to be found a sin gle bone of a
quadruped or of a man (a proof that these, as the Bible re lates, were not yet
cre ated), is our coal. It is well known that coal is found heaped up in dif fer- 
ent parts of the earth, of ten in lay ers forty feet in thick ness. We may know
how enor mous these quan ti ties are from the fact that in Eng land alone sixty
mil lion tons are dug an nu ally. It has been cal cu lated that Eng land alone
would have enough coal for five hun dred years to come. In North Amer ica,
in China and in Aus tralia, where coal has been burned al ready for two thou- 
sand years, there are yet stored up enor mous quan ti ties. And this im mense
amount of fuel which lies buried be neath mud, sand and lay ers of rock, is
but the re mains of that veg e ta tion which God cre ated on the third day, and
which by means of in ter nal heat in the earth has been slowly con verted into
coal.

The wind roared and whis tled through these im mense forests of gi gan tic
trees, which at that time cov ered those por tions of the earth that had
scarcely arisen out of the wa ter. But no an i mal roam.ed through these
forests, no birds sang in the trees, and not even an ant or a cater pil lar
crawled upon the limbs; ev ery thing was quiet upon the earth. Not even the
sun shone upon them. Ig no rant scoffers — for ig no rance and mock ery gen- 
er ally go to gether — have fre quently laughed at the idea that veg e ta tion, ac- 
cord ing to Bible ac counts, should have pre ceded the ap pear ance of the sun,
be cause it says that veg e ta tion was cre ated on the third and the sun on the
fourth day, and ev ery child knew that with out sun-light no plant could grow.
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A cheap way of scoff ing! As if Moses had not known this. And how? Is it
not pos si ble that the earth may have had in those prim i tive times a dif fer ent
light from the light of the sun? In deed, cer tain facts clearly in di cate this. For
in stance, we dis cover in coal, whether it is dug in hot or cold re gions of the
earth, ex actly the same plants, the gi gan tic fern as high as a tree and the
palm-tree, which at the present day only grows in hot and moist coun tries.
From this it is clear that at that time light and heat were dis trib uted over the
earth in an even mea sure, or, in other words, as is more def i nitely af firmed
by the great botanist Des can dolles, the veg e ta tion which now has be come
fos silized, at that time had dif fer ent light from our sun-light. We must there- 
fore imag ine the earth to have been en veloped in a mild light and at the
same time heated from within.

More over the dis cov ery of a man i fold an i mal life in the ice-cold depths
of the sea, whither no ray of light pen e trates, proves that or ga nized life can
ex ist for thou sands of years with out sun light and warmth. Thus, here also
the lat est dis cov er ies of sci ence con firm the Bible, and show how the Om- 
nipo tence of God far tran scends the vain imag i na tion of man.

If you hold a piece of coal in your hand, re mem ber that you have a piece
of a tree, which at one time grew upon the earth, when nei ther sun nor
moon shone, when there were nei ther earthly days, sea sons nor years, when
no an i mal lived upon the earth and the soul of Adam rested yet un cre ated in
the depths of the di vin ity. And when you have thus looked back ward upon
the thou sands of years that are gone, take also a look for ward. True, the
earth and ev ery thing upon it will pass away; but there is promised to us a
new earth, upon which veg e ta tion will glo ri ously grow and blos som, far be- 
yond our ex pec ta tion; where the trees of life will bear their fruit in their sea- 
son and when their leaves will serve for the heal ing of the na tions.
(Rev. 22:3).
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Sun, Moon And Stars.

“And God Said, ‘Let There Be Lights in the Fir ma ment of the Heaven to Di vide the Day
From the Night; and Let Them be for Signs, and for Sea sons, and for Days and Years; and
Let Them be for Lights in the Fir ma ment of the Heaven to Give Light Upon the Earth;’ and
It Was So. And God Made Two Great Lights; the Greater Light to Rule the Day, and the
Lesser Light to Rule the Night; He Made the Stars Also. And God Set Them in the Fir ma- 
ment of the Heaven to Give Light Upon the Earth. And to Ride Over the Day and Over the
Night, and to Di vide the Light From the Dark ness; and God Saw That It Was Good. And
the Evening and the Morn ing were the Fourth Day.”

WE JUST SPOKE OF THE VEG ETABLE KING DOM and what re mains of it in the form
of coal, and as it ex isted be fore the sun shone upon the earth, and how there
must have been at that time a dif fer ent light from the one at the present day,
which en veloped the earth with an even tem per a ture. Whence this light
came, can not now be ex plained, and in this case, too, like in hun dreds of
oth ers, the best wis dom must find ex pres sion in the hum ble con fes sion:
“We know not.” But so much we do know, that, af ter a def i nite pe riod of
time, on the fourth day of cre ation, for the first time, two great lights ap- 
peared in the heav ens, one of these ruled the day and the other the night,
and these were to serve as reg u la tors of time.

It is to be noted here that in the nar ra tive of the cre ation of the sun and
moon on the fourth day, the word “barah” (cre ated) is not used, but “asah”
(set in or der) . The na tive ma te rial of the sun was long be fore at hand, but
not ar ranged, made into the sun, un til the fourth day. Thus the Ger man As- 
tronomer Mold en hauer writes: “The earth re quired less time to form a globe
than the sun, and long af ter the for ma tion of the earth was the great mass of
neb u lous light formied into the sun-ball, small in the be gin ning, but daz- 
zling in light.” With this opin ion, viz.: that the for ma tion of the earth pre- 
ceded that of the sun by mil lions of years, the most renowned sci en tists and
as tronomers fully agree, e.g., Prof. Dr. Quen st edt, As tronomer Flam mar ion,
Prof. Faye, and Lord Kelvin, the lat ter prob a bly the most renowned physi- 
cist of the present time. Here also, then, sci en tific re search con firms the
Bib li cal nar ra tive, and not, as scoffers as sert, con tra dict it.
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This is a very im por tant mis sion, for our best clocks and other time-reg- 
u la tors would not be suf fi ciently ac cu rate and re li able as to show minutely
the ex act time for any given pe riod; only the heav enly bod ies are re li able
time-reg u la tors, which never gain nor lose, not even a minute or sec ond.
With out them there would soon be a fear ful con fu sion in the reg u la tion of
time, yes, with out them and with out the es tab lished di vi sion of day and
night, month and years, man would never have en ter tained the idea of mak- 
ing di vi sions of time at all. But were we not to have di vi sions of time, an
or derly hu man ex is tence would be in con ceiv able. We see how the Scrip- 
tures from the very be gin ning dur ing the time of the law and the prophets to
the Rev e la tion pay much at ten tion to time, even more than we no tice. We
re fer only to the pas sages: “But when the ful ness of time was come”; “My
hour is not yet come.” Also Rev. 12:14; 10:6, and many oth ers.

There fore, in or der that we should have light and a di vi sion of the time,
we have the sun and the moon. But if one should con clude this to be their
only pur pose, it would re mind one of a beg gar, to whom a king was daily
giv ing alms, be cause the beg gar might con clude that the king ex isted only
for that pur pose, and that this were his only mis sion. No, these are mighty
cre ations of God, which do not merely ex ist for our sakes, but also for His
glory and honor, and to ful fill other mis sions, un known to us. Thus the sun
gives light not only to our lit tle earth, but also to two hun dred other plan ets,
of which the ma jes tic “Jupiter” with its four moons is 1,400 times greater,
and the cloudy “Sat urn,” with eight moons, 700 times greater than our
earth. And not only does the sun give light to these bod ies, but it also forces
them, by means of its mighty power of at trac tion, as their cen ter, to re volve
around it draw ing them ir re sistibly along in its flight through the im mense
starry heav ens. More over, the fact that the Holy Scrip tures speak from a hu- 
man stand point when they re fer to the sun and moon as be ing the two main
lights in the heav ens, while the stars are men tioned only in ci den tally, is nat- 
u ral and proper. We know very well from re li able ob ser va tions and cal cu la- 
tions that the moon is a thou sand time smaller than the fixed stars, which
we see shin ing in the heav ens, and that the moon, com pared to the sun, be- 
ing a mil lion times larger, oc cu pies a very sub or di nate and in signif i cant po- 
si tion in the so lar sys tem. But God has given His Word to the en tire hu man
race, which does not only con sist of a few thou sands of learned and ed u- 
cated men, but of the toil ing mil lions, who eat their bread in the sweat of
their brow, who un der stand noth ing about as tron omy and the nat u ral sci- 
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ences, but who are as near to the pa ter nal heart of God, if not nearer, than
many a great philoso pher. And if God wishes to speak to all these His chil- 
dren. He speaks to them in a very sim ple lan guage, so that they may un der- 
stand it. Con se quently the ac cu sa tion so of ten brought against the Bible of
not speak ing a sci en tific lan guage, is ex ceed ingly ab surd. If the Bible were
to speak “sci en tif i cally,” what would it profit these mil lions?

Plan ets, suns and moons, are the three main kinds of heav enly bod ies in
the uni verse. There is not one sun merely, but there are mil lions of them,
which may be seen through great tele scopes. These suns are called fixed
stars, and are just as large, some even larger than our sun and just as bright
and even brighter. Why do they ap pear to us so small? An swer: be cause
they are so far away from us. Our earth is not the only planet that re volves
around the sun, but there are over two hun dred other “earths,” some greater,
oth ers smaller than our place of habi ta tion, but like our earth hav ing air and
wa ter, day and night and sea sons, clouds and winds, dry land and oceans,
moun tains and val leys, some also ice and snow. Whether there are liv ing
be ings, plants, an i mals and per haps crea tures of a higher or der, we know
not, and will very likely never find out while upon this earth. Our moon
like wise is not the only moon in the heav ens; those other earths and plan ets
have their moons also, the one two, the other four, still oth ers six and eight,
so that the nights there must be won der fully bright. And all these moons
are, like ours, much smaller than the earths around which they re volve.
Thus earths, moons, and suns are in re al ity the three main species of heav- 
enly bod ies cre ated by God.

How it looks upon an earth, you know from ex pe ri ence. But let us see
how it looks upon a moon. The sur face of the moon is rigid, des o late and
rocky, strewn over with high steep moun tains, not in ter rupted by any ocean
or sea, nei ther cov ered by forests. The height of these moun tains has been
mea sured with the in stru ments of as tronomers; many are over 20,000 feet
high, con se quently higher than the high est moun tains of Eu rope. Over this
bro ken, stony coun try, with grand bold out lines, the sun, when it shines,
pours out a glar ing light. Inas much as the moon has no air or at mos phere,
just as God cre ated it on the sec ond day, the sky there does not ap pear to be
blue, but per fectly black, and in this pitch black sky the sun shines un bear- 
ably bright, not only twelve hours, as with us, but in ces santly four teen long
days, and pours over those naked rocks a glow ing heat, in which met als
would melt. Be sides this the stars shine at noon day even brighter than upon



37

our earth at night, be cause no layer of air cools and ob structs their rays. At
the set ting of the sun af ter this long “day,” sud denly, with out twi light, be- 
cause of want of air, black night spreads over the val leys, whilst the sum- 
mits, for some hours, are yet brightly beam ing with light. Just then, if we
were there, we would see in the east, in stead of the set ting sun, the earth
rise most beau ti fully, ap pear ing as bright as sil ver. From the moon the earth
ap pears fif teen times larger than the moon ap pears to us from the earth. The
con ti nents, oceans, clouds, even the masses of ice at the pole, ap pear as
bright and dark spots, as we ob serve such also upon the moon. There are no
changes of the weather or of the sea sons upon the moon. Dur ing all these
cen turies it wan ders through space un changed, rigid and life less. Whether it
was in hab ited at any time, cov ered with veg e ta tion, or whether it ever will
be, we know not. Ac cord ing to all ap pear ances, the pre cise con di tions ex ist
upon the other moons; for in stance, upon those of the planet Jupiter. The
sun is al to gether dif fer ent. As the moon is the king dom of death, the sun on
the other hand is the king dom of life; a life, a power, far be yond our com- 
pre hen sion. The sun is over a mil lion times larger than our earth, and when
it ap pears to us not larger than the moon it is be cause its dis tance is four
hun dred times greater. This gi gan tic world is a ver i ta ble ocean of fire, of
glow ing melted metal, sur rounded by flam ing air, thou sands of miles high.
The heat which ex ists there is in com pre hen si bly great and does not only
mea sure thou sands but hun dreds of thou sands of de grees, or how could,
oth er wise, the sun, at such a dis tance, give life to the en tire sur face of the
earth and all its in hab i tants? And if God were to throw our lit tle earth into
that fire, there would be only a small blaze, and the earth would dis ap pear
with ev ery thing upon it, just as if a lit tle ball of wax would fall into our
kitchen fire. By means of strong tele scopes it can be no ticed from our earth
how mighty col umns of fire burst forth from the in te rior of this im mense
ball. Af ter some time these streams fall back again into that ocean of fire,
and there, in the in te rior, form mighty whirlpools which ap pear like dark
spots. These are the so-called “sun spots.”

The stars, too, which you see so qui etly shin ing in the heav ens, are such
suns, im mense worlds of fire, many of them much greater, hot ter and
brighter than our sun. Thus, for in stance, Sir ius, the dog-star, the bright est
in the heav ens among the well known con stel la tion Ca nis Ma jor, is con sid- 
ered to pos sess a force of light equal to 5,000 suns like ours. Just imag ine
such an abun dance of light in our sky! Oth ers again are less bright; still oth- 
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ers are blue, green, or pur ple. How won der ful must such an il lu mi na tion ap- 
pear upon those earths, that re volve around these col ored suns! Then there
are the so-called change able stars; these are suns whose light reg u larly de- 
creases for weeks and months and then in creases again and be comes
brighter. Per haps the rea son for this is, that one side of these stars is cov ered
with dross, so when ever at their reg u lar rev o lu tion that side is turned to ward
us, it ap pears dark. Some times there are two, three or four suns grouped to- 
gether con sti tut ing a “fam ily of suns,” and thus blue, green and golden suns
fly around each other in a won der ful ever chang ing course. Upon those
earths or plan ets the blue and golden days take turns about with the green
and the pur ple, and nights, too, are il lu mi nated by such col ored moons. Still
more: some times there are sev eral “fam i lies of suns” united into groups,
and the as tronomer be holds with as ton ish ment such a col ored group of suns
in the heav ens, guided by a great white sun, which serves, so to speak, as a
shep herd and leader. Who may fathom the won der which God has cre ated
upon and in these worlds?

But also in this won der ful king dom of light, the earnest of Him is man i- 
fest, who is a con sum ing fire. The as tronomers have ob served thir teen times
al ready such ex cep tion ally bright stars which hav ing sud denly ap peared,
have af ter a few months or years grad u ally en tirely van ished. Cer tainly no
one, not even the most pro nounced in fi del, can re sist the im pres sion: here I
have been an eye-wit ness from a great dis tance how a world has per ished in
fire. There will come a time when the in hab i tants of other heav enly bod ies,
if we dare speak of such, will see how a lit tle star, or sun with our earth,
will blaze up, and af ter a short time be lost in dark ness. (2 Pe ter, 3:10).
More over, as tronomers have no ticed seven times al ready how in dark places
in the heav ens sud denly new light-spots, new stars, have ap peared — no
doubt new cre ations of God.

And thus we, too, look for a new earth af ter this earth, now shone upon
by sun and moon, has dis ap peared. The sun shall be no more thy light by
day; nei ther for bright ness shall the moon give light unto thee, but the Lord
shall be unto thee an ev er last ing light, and thy God thy glory. (Is. 60:19;
Rev. 21:23).
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Fish And Birds.

“And God Said, Let the Wa ters Bring Forth Abun dantly the Mov ing Crea ture That Hath
Life, and Fowl That May Fly Above the Earth in the Open Fir ma ment of Heaven. And God
Cre ated Great Whales, and Ev ery Liv ing Crea ture That Moveth, Which the Wa ters Brought
Forth Abun dantly, Af ter Their Kind, and Ev ery Winged Fowl Af ter His Kind; and God
Saw That It Was Good. And God Blessed Them, Say ing, Be Fruit ful and Mul ti ply, and Fill
the Wa ters in the Seas, and Let Fowl Mul ti ply in the Earth. And the Evening and the Morn- 
ing Were the Fifth Day.”

AND GOD SAID. Thus the di vine work of cre ation goes on. Hith erto the air
and the sea and the land cov ered with un bounded forests had been des o late
and quiet. And again there came an other night of cre ation, and again there
was dark ness upon the earth and the sun lost its bright ness. Again new
moun tain ranges came forth out of the earth amidst fear ful crashes and
noise, ac com pa nied by thick col umns of smoke, and those mighty forests
which had been cre ated on the fourth day were buried be neath sand, mud
and rock, so that, ac cord ing to God’s will, they should be pre served deep
un der the earth in or der that men in the twen ti eth cen tury might bring them
forth as fuel for the pur pose of warm ing their houses and feed their ma- 
chines, en gines and steam ers. But when the vol ca noes ceased their roar ing
and the new moun tains that had been formed of melted rock, had cooled
off, when the smoke dis ap peared and the sun again shone forth brightly and
lovely on the fifth day of cre ation — then there came forth out of the
ground an enor mous abun dance of veg e ta tion. For the Word of God spo ken
once on the fourth day con tin ued to re tain its power in bring ing forth veg e- 
ta tion and will con tinue the same as long as the earth re mains. But not only
this. In con se quence of the Di vine Word there be gan now to move for the
first time in the air and in the seas a great va ri ety of an i mal life, there came
forth fishes and birds.

It has been a mat ter of sur prise that two species of an i mals, ap par ently so
dif fer ent, are here in a man ner grouped to gether and cre ated both on the
same day. But in look ing at the mat ter more closely, it will be seen that the
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fish and birds re ally go to gether and that both dif fer ma te ri ally from the
four-footed an i mals. Both have an ^^g shaped grad u ally ta per ing body, this
be ing best adapted for their move ment in the air and in the wa ter. They do
not walk, but move by means of fins and wings. In ad di tion to this both
have a fan-like tail which serves the pur pose of a rud der, some thing not
found with land an i mals. Fur ther, both are cov ered with shin gle-like scales
or feath ers ly ing one upon an other. These give forth an oily liq uid to pro tect
them against wet and cold.

Both have hol low bones, very light and yet strong, filled with air in stead
of mar row, and both are oviparous, or egg-lay ing. Nei ther are the so-called
lit tle blood cor pus cles of these an i mals round, as is the case with the four-
footed an i mals and man, but oval and much larger. Fi nally both species of
an i mals have the same mys te ri ous, reg u larly re turn ing mi gra tion in stinct.
Like the mi grat ing birds in the fall, too, the her ring, the cod-fish and oth ers
in the depths of the sea, un der take their an nual mi gra tion to re gions un- 
known. In view of what has been said, one may justly af firm: the birds are
the fish of the air in which they swim, and the fish on the other hand are the
birds of the wa ter in which they fly. Be sides it is known to ev ery body that
there are nu mer ous species of birds, the so-called divers, which can swim
bet ter upon and in the wa ter than they can fly in the air; and again, that
there are the so-called fly ing fish, which can sus tain them selves for a time
in the air. God has as signed to these His crea tures a beau ti ful free life. It has
be come prover bial in many lan guages how pleas ant the lit tle fish finds it in
the wa ter and how free the bird is in the air. The ea gle soars ma jes ti cally for
hours around the moun tain sum mit, look ing down upon the earth be neath
him., as he sails with plea sure in the blue sky. At the south pole, where the
oceans cover an area many times larger than Eu rope, the real king of the air
is the strong manof-war-bird (Or nith). With much larger wings than the ea- 
gle, it is to him life and plea sure to spend weeks day and night upon the
ocean, hun dreds of miles dis tant from the shore; to fight with the storm,
which tosses the mast less ships to and fro, ever and anon cry ing to God in a
hoarse voice, that He might send him his prey and food in time. And in
those same wa ters the much feared cachalot is king of the ocean. As large,
yea, even larger than the whale, with a gi gan tic an gu lar head and fright ful
teeth, he rises at times to the sur face, plays with ships and knocks against
them, so that the strong est rafters come apart and the ship with ev ery thing
in it sinks into the depths of the sea. Then again he dives down into the
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ocean and tra verses with great force his wa tery king dom, a ruler be fore
whom the in hab i tants of the deep fly fright ened in all di rec tions, and even
the vo ra cious shark, this tiger of the sea, takes timidly to flight. Here we
have also a “king by di vine right!”

If now we ask our selves the ques tion as to whether there are yet found in
the in te rior of the earth re mains of those crea tures, which God cre ated on
the fifth day, we find again that the re sult har mo nizes com pletely with the
Bible ac count. The lay ers of the earth re late to us very clearly that af ter the
im mense cre ation of veg e ta tion, whose re mains we yet find in the coal,
there fol lowed great com mo tions of the earth and that all at once an enor- 
mous mul ti tude of wa ter an i mals of all kinds ap peared upon the earth, or
more prop erly speak ing, in the seas, whose re mains by the mil lions con sti- 
tute cer tain lay ers of the earth’s crust; for in stance, the slate, whereof we
have nu mer ous ex am ples. And if one sees how in a sin gle piece of slate an i- 
mals of all kinds, some times hun dreds and thou sands, are crushed to gether,
one un der stands the word: “So is this great wide sea, wherein are things
creep ing in nu mer able, both small and great beasts.” (Ps. 104:25). Also the
“sea-mon sters,” of which the Bible speaks in the orig i nal, we rec og nize
very dis tinctly. Their re mains are yet found in mu seum^s, al though mostly
in small spec i mens. They are called “Sauria,” or lizards on ac count of their
shape, but you must imag ine gi ant an i mals from 20 to 70 feet in length.
There were the mighty “fish-sauria,” with their four enor mous fins and
sharp teeth, found in their large pointed snouts, and with which they could
crush the ink-fish and other sea an i mals, whose re mains we find in their
stom achs to day. The eyes of this sea-mon ster are es pe cially in ter est ing, for
these, as one may yet see from the skele ton at the present day, were en- 
closed by many mov able bone-plates, which made it pos si ble for the eyes
ei ther to be pressed to gether to a small size or to be en larged to the size of a
plate. This, no doubt, served a twofold pur pose; on the one hand it pre- 
vented the eyes of the an i mal from be ing blinded on com ing to the sur face
of the wa ter, and on the other hand to give it sight in the depths of the dark
ocean in or der to seize its prey. But there were also other sea-an i mals in
great num ber, for in stance, the

sea-anemones, which, while grown fast to the bot tom, carry their beau ti- 
ful heads like a flower upon a long slen der stem from 10 to 12 feet long.
Then the well known am monites, which are found in many places, the
small est ones like a dime-piece, the largest of a hun dred pounds weight, as



42

large as a wagon-wheel. Fi nally the ink-fish, which, on ac count of its horn-
like snout, the coun try peo ple call “thun der-wedge” or “dev ils fin ger.”

But also the in hab i tants of the air, the birds, are found, for the first time
in these lay ers of earth. When the birds are not found in such abun dance as
the sea-an i mals, we can see how this har mo nizes with the Bible, which uses
the ex pres sion “creep ing” with ref er ence to the sea-an i mals, but not with
ref er ence to the birds. Be sides this, the rel a tive scarcity of bird-fos sils is ex- 
plained when we con sider, that the sea-an i mals, when they per ished, re- 
mained in the mud by the thou sands and were pre served by be ing pet ri fied,
while the birds re mained upon the earth and be ing ex posed to the air would
de cay, so that their trace was lost. Yet there are also traces of birds as cre- 
ated on the fifth day, sim i lar to our birds at the present day, and also some
which be longed to other species that have dis ap peared.

iNow let us hear some thing with ref er ence to the in crease of the sea-an i- 
mals, in com par i son with the in hab i tants of the air, a point on which the
Bible lays spe cial em pha sis in the 22nd verse of the cre ation ac count. It is
sur pris ing how this bless ing of God is yet man i fest in re gard to the

wa ter-an i mals. While the birds show a rel a tively slow in crease and lay
only from one to six eggs, we find in the case of fishes a pro duc tive power
which sur passes even the pro duc tive ness of the veg etable king doms al ready
re ferred to. There have been found in a sin gle her ring up to 68,000 eggs, in
carps from 200,000 to 342,000, in a huso (a fish in the river Wolga) above
three mil lions, and in a cod from four to nine mil lions. Of course of these
eggs mil lions and mil lions per ish from var i ous causes: storms, wa ter-birds,
etc. But one who lives near the ocean may con vince him self of the im mense
num ber of sea-an i mals, which are in the wa ter. Thus, for in stance, at the
sea-port of Havre, thirty to forty fish-boats launch out into the ocean ev ery
day of the year and catch within a rel a tively small area an im mense quan tity
of prawn, and small lob sters, which are eaten along the en tire sea-coast,
also in Rouen and Paris. And yet they do not de crease. Again, hun dreds of
large ships with a fish ing-crew from fif teen to twenty thou sand sail an nu- 
ally to the banks of New found land and catch on an av er age thirty mil lions
of cod, and still this fish is al ways found there in the same quan tity. The
Nor we gians alone, when the her ring-mi gra tion, com ing from the north pole,
takes place along their coasts, catch in a few weeks three hun dred mil lions
and of ten a great deal more, so that they make use of them as ma nure for
their fields. Hordes of sharks and whales fol low these col umns and eat
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thou sands of them, so that they be come big and fat, and yet in spite of all
this, one can not no tice the least de crease. An im mense quan tity of them
find their way ev ery year to the depths of the At lantic ocean, where, no
doubt, they serve as food for the larger fish. And again there comes from
the north pole, year by year, this in ex haustible stream of a mighty life. It has
been as serted, that, if the means for catch ing and trans port ing them would
be at hand, the en tire hu man fam ily could live on fish, with out notic ing a
de crease. Thus the Word of God, spo ken on the fifth day of cre ation, is still
be ing ful filled: “Let the wa ters bring forth abun dantly the mov ing crea ture
that hath life,” and: “Be fruit ful and mul ti ply, and fill the wa ters in the
seas.”
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An i mals On The Dry Land.

“And the Evening and the Morn ing Were the Fifth Day. And God Said, Let the Earth Bring
Forth the Liv ing Crea ture Af ter His Kind, Cat tle and Creep ing Thing, and Beast of the
Earth Af ter His Kind, and it Was So. And God Made the Beast of the Earth Af ter His Kind,
and Cat tle Af ter Their Kind, and Ev ery thing That Creep eth Upon the Earth Af ter His Kind;
and God Saw That it Was Good.”

ONCE MORE THE EARTH WAS COV ERED with dark ness and a mighty de struc tive
com mo tion passed over it, and for a time, the cre ative power of God rested.
But when on the morn ing of the sixth day the light again poured over the
earth, when in nu mer able new kinds of plants came forth; when all sorts of
wa ter-an i mals be gan to move in the oceans and in nu mer able birds to fly
about in the air — then a new won der was per formed: new, higher kinds of
an i mals be gan to in habit the earth. To us, of course, the many kinds of an i- 
mals, which we daily see, are no longer a won der, as is the case with many
other won ders of God! A horse is to us a horse, and a dog a dog, and noth- 
ing else. But should there ap pear for the first time some strange think ing be- 
ing upon the earth, a be ing cre ated by God, to him, to be sure, man would
ap pear the most won der ful. Man, the di vine im age, the fallen king, so small
and yet so great, so change able and yet eter nal, so in signif i cant and yet so
im por tant. But next to man, the great est won der to him would be the an i mal
world, which God cre ated on the sixth day. Such a vis i tor would ask: who
are these be ings that move about with such a va ri ety of form and shape?
Like you, they are born in pain; like you, they eat and drink, feel joy and
sor row. They seem to think and to be pos sessed of will-power. Like you,
they have feel ing and mem ory; they love and hate. They look up to you in
si lence and yet they seem to speak. They will ingly fol low you; fear death,
like you, and die, like you, in an guish and pain. In deed, there is some thing
mys te ri ous about these an i mals. We find them in the gar den of Eden, where
ev ery thing was pure and happy. God will re quire the blood of man at the
hand of ev ery beast, and the blood of beasts at the hand of man (Gen. 9:5).
They have the ca pac ity to see an gels, where the eyes of men are holden
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(Num bers 22:23), They are even men tioned in con nec tion with the in vis i- 
ble, heav enly world (2 Kings 6:17; 2:11; Rev. 19:11, 14). They are a part of
the “crea ture” to which the Apos tle refers when he speaks of the earnest ex- 
pec ta tion of the crea ture and its fi nal de liv ery from the bondage of cor rup- 
tion into the glo ri ous lib erty of the chil dren of God (Rom. 8:19, etc.). And
has God not made use of the an i mal world in or der that the peo ple of the
Old Tes ta ment covenant should know the dis tinc tion be tween clean and un- 
clean, holy and un holy? (Lev. 11). True, we learn in the New Tes ta ment that
ev ery crea ture of God is good, but it is nev er the less re mark able, that even
here Je sus is des ig nated as the “Lamb of God” and that the Holy Ghost
comes down in the form of a “dove,” while on the other hand we read: “For
with out are dogs.” (Rev. 22:15. Comp, Matt. 7:6). Thus also in the New
Tes ta ment the an i mal-world serves as a di vine pic ture-book, in which the
con trast be tween the holy and the un holy, the clean and the un clean is pre- 
sented to our view.

“Ev ery thing af ter its kind” — thus God cre ated the an i mals on the sixth
day. The Bible, there fore, knows noth ing about “Dar win ism,” so called af- 
ter its founder, Dar win. Ac cord ing to his the ory the higher an i mals and even
man, in the course of many mil lions of years, have de vel oped from the
lower an i mals, and these again in the same way, by means of an in her ent
power have come out of a “cell,” i.e., a lit tle bub ble. No, as the plants, so
also the an i mals have been cre ated en tirely dis tinct from each other and
com plete as to their kind. True, since the day of cre ation many kinds of an i- 
mals and plants have be come ex tinct, but no one has been able to prove that
new kinds have come into ex is tence since the cre ation of man. Man has
been able to pro duce only a num ber of va ri eties in the case of dogs, flow ers
and some plants, but the species it self re mains un change able. Since the
world be gan no ox has changed into a horse, and the old idea that has again
been brought forth in the last cen tury, though in dif fer ent form, ac cord ing to
which man is de scended from a mon key-like an i mal which in hab its the in- 
te rior of Africa, (which, in an un con scious de sire af ter per fec tion, has given
up its an i mal ap pear ance and ap pro pri ated to it self a lan guage), is not only
from a bib li cal but also from a purely sci en tific stand point con sid ered an
un founded fancy of would-be-wise men, which has thou sands of facts
against it.

As from the plants, which came forth on the third day, and from the
fishes and birds, which came forth on the fifth day, so the lay ers in the in te- 
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rior of the earth con tain from the four-footed an i mals, cre ated on the sixth
day, num ber less, and in fact, well pre served rem nants, and the reader need
only visit a mu seum, where he will find them in abun dance. And in or der
that the Bible also here m.ay prove it self trust wor thy, be cause it states that
these an i mals were cre ated on the sixth day, the re mains of the same are not
found in the older lay ers of the earth, which would in di cate that they had
been cre ated at the same time with the plants and wa ter-an i mals, but for the
first time we find them in the later, the chalk-lay ers, which cover the older
lay ers, but here they are found in great abun dance. There are not found pet- 
ri fied skele tons of tran si tion-for ma tions, as if, ac cord ing to the Dar winian
the ory the wa ter-an i mals had slowly and grad u ally changed into four-footed
an i mals, croc o diles into oxen, but they ap pear all at once, hun dreds and
thou sands of them, the an ces tors of our ele phants, rhinoceroses and hip- 
popota muses, the gi ants of those days, much greater and more pow er ful in
their youth ful strength than they are at present, with jaw-teeth as large as a
fist, and front teeth as thick as the trunks of small trees, and from ten to
twelve feet long, and a skele ton of bones put to gether like rafters, so that
when look ing at them one is re minded of that won der ful de scrip tion of be- 
he moth in the book of Job, ch. 40:15-24.

There was, for in stance, the “megath erium” or “great an i mal,” nearly
twice as high and twice as long as a steer, with enor mous thick bones, pil- 
lar-like legs and claws a foot long; cov ered with a hard skin, two inches
thick and with pow er ful chisel-like teeth, which en abled it to chew trunks of
trees like soft grass. This mighty crea ture of God walked slowly through the
forests and, shielded like a fortress, feared no at tack. Through its skin nei- 
ther claw nor tooth could pen e trate, and nei ther the dash of a lion or a tiger
would have caused it to trem ble. With a sin gle stroke of its paw it could
have crushed any of the an i mals of prey at the present day. Also the
“Dinotherium” or “Fright-an i mial,” of which you may see a pow er ful skull
with teeth in the mu seum at Stutt gart, God cre ated on the sixth day. It is
shaped like a hip popota mus, but much larger, hav ing a strong snout and
great teeth, which are bent down ward, and with which it was en abled to
hold it self in the cur rent of a rush ing stream. This an i mal, too, as much as
we know, lived on herbs and wa ter-plants. There were also at that time
many “mam moths,” and “mastodons,” two species of great ele phants. The
last named was cov ered with a thick, shaggy fur, hav ing enor mous teeth and
lived to wards the north as far as Siberia, where, at the present time, nu mer- 
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ous teeth of this an i mal are found, which con sti tute a large part of the ivory
sold by mer chants. There have been found such an i mals frozen solid in the
ice in the po lar re gions, which have been driven there per haps at the time of
the great flood. They are so well pre served that the dogs could live on their
flesh, and even ex plor ers did not de spise eat ing such meat which may have
been thou sands of years old. Be sides these an i mals just men tioned there
roamed about through the forests dur ing the time of the sixth day of cre- 
ation enor mous lizards up to sev enty feet long, and taller than a steer; also
an i mals with scales from 14 to 24 feet long, cov ered with six cor nered or
pointed scales as hard as steel. Some of these species are found yet in South
Amer ica, of course, six times smaller. In ad di tion to these there were nu- 
mer ous smaller species of an i mals, com ing down even to the dragon fly and
the spi der, which are found yet at the present day nicely em balmed in am- 
ber, which it self is noth ing else but the grad u ally hard ened pitch of the pine
tree of those days.

Thus the an i mals were cre ated, which still at the present time in habit the
earth in end less va ri ety. What ever shall be come of them upon the new earth,
we know not. But as they were al lowed to walk un der the trees of the first
par adise, so they will also be al lowed to walk un der the trees of the sec ond
par adise, as the Scrip tures clearly in di cate. (Comp. Is. 11). The con ser va tive
spirit of the Scrip tures does not al low us on the one hand to en ter upon
doubt ful spec u la tions and fan tas tic paint ings, yet on the other hand we must
not por tray to our selves the life to come so poor, bar ren and mea ger. The
heaven of our God is not a mere big hall, in which we are all to sit to gether,
but a glo ri ous world, yea many worlds, which are all filled with His bright- 
ness and glory. Then it will be the en tire uni verse, and the mil lions of starry
worlds, which we now see shin ing in the heav ens, are only a small part of
the great di vine cre ation — a do min ion, in which there is room for mil lions
of crea tures of all kinds, of whom we have no con cep tion and pre sen ti ment
here upon our lit tle earth.
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The Hu man Body.

“And God Said, Let Us Make Man in Our Im age, Af ter Our Like ness; and Let Them Have
Do min ion Over the Fish of the Sea, and Over the Fowl of the Air, and Over the Cat tle, and
Over All the Earth, and Over Ev ery Creep ing Thing that Creep eth Upon the Earth. So God
Cre ated Man in His Own Im age, in the Im age of God Cre ated He Him; Male and Fe male
Cre ated He Them. And God Blessed Them, and God Said Unto Them, Be Fruit ful and
Mul ti ply, and Re plen ish the Earth, and Sub due it; and Have Do min ion Over the Fish of the
Sea, and Over the Fowl of the Air, and Over Ev ery Liv ing Thing that Moveth Upon the
Earth. And God Said, Be hold, I Have Given You Ev ery Herb Bear ing Seed, Which is Upon
the Face of All the Earth, and Ev ery Tree Yield ing Seed; to You it Shall be for Meat. And
to Ev ery Beast of the Earth, and to Ev ery Fowl of the Air, and to Ev ery thing that Creep eth
Upon the Earth, Wherein There is Life, I Have Given Ev ery Green Herb for Meat: And It
Was So.” (Gen. 1, 26-30).

THE EARTH WAS NOW COM PLETED and there was glo ri ous life ev ery where, but
yet the crea tures were look ing for a vis i ble ruler. Then God did not speak
merely a cre ative word, but the Tri une God held, so to speak, coun sel with
him self, and this re sulted in a great, eter nal res o lu tion. “Let us make man in
our im age, af ter our like ness.” How dig ni fy ing! A vice-re gent upon earth,
God-like, his im age, an ab so lute ruler over all crea tures, a me di a tor be- 
tween God and the crea tures, man was to be! And now what have Sa tan and
sin made out of him? A poor slave of his lusts and de sires, his body lan- 
guish ing un der dis ease, bowed down to earth, per spir ing and shed ding tears,
no longer con trol ling the en tire cre ation, but liv ing in con stant fear. He fears
the heat of the sun and the cold air, he fears the fire and the wa ter and the
an i mals of the field, he fears life and fears death, and his en tire power and
knowl edge prove help less against the grape bug and the potato dis ease or
against the in vis i ble poi sonous germ.s of the cholera, which give him fear- 
ful pain and deadly dis ease. How is the king of the earth fallen and his glory
gone!

And yet you may be hold traces of his dig nity by look ing at his bod ily
form. He does not walk hor i zon tally with his head to ward the earth like the
an i mals, but erect with his head up ward, only touch ing the earth with his
feet. And in his body he unites a di ver sity of qual i ties. While in the case of
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an i mals one is known by its swift ness, an other by its strength, a third one
by its fine hear ing or keen sight, in no sin gle one are these qual i ties found
in such beau ti ful har mony as is the case of man. The prop erly de vel oped
hu man body unites them all. His tory re lates of ex hi bi tions of hu man
strength, which, if one con sid ers the weight of the hu man body, sur passes
the strength of the horse and the ox, yea even of the lion. The swiftest an i- 
mals have al ready been out run by man. The Arab of the desert dis tin guishes
on the clear sky of the Sa hara desert, at a dis tance of nine miles, a horse or a
camel, where a Eu ro pean would see noth ing but a dark spot. The Tun guse
of Siberia sees with the naked eye the four moons of Jupiter. Fur ther more,
man is not cov ered with scales, feath ers or hair, for these, though they pro- 
tect the an i mal against cold, dull the sen si bil i ties and lessen the sense of
touch, but with a fine skin, which is very sus cep ti ble to the least im pres sion.
And what an i mal would be able, like man, to en dure the 40 de grees of cold
in Siberia as well as the 42 de grees of heat in Africa? What an i mal could
live in the re gions of eter nal snow and ice as well as in the glow ing sand,
upon the sum mits of moun tains as well as three thou sand feet deep in the
earth, like the min ers at Falun in Swe den?

And what a won der is this body of his! The eye, which, ac cord ing to its
need, widens and con tracts, adapts it self to the laws of the tele scope look ing
into the dis tance, as well as to the mi cro scope near by, is al ready in it self a
won der ful world of fine nerves and mus cles, which re ceive mil lions of rays
of light and pic tures and give the soul re li able in for ma tion con cern ing the
things in the outer world. Like wise the hu man ear, in which there are found
43,000 won der ful small lit tle staffs, like the strings of a harp, which vi brate
at ev ery tune and sound and through which the soul re ceives the won ders of
the sound. But above all the great est of all won ders is speech. In or der that
these no ble senses may per form their func tions, it is nec es sary that there
should be nour ish ing or gans. The mouth, throat and stom ach re ceive and
con vert within a few hours suit able food into blood, so that the bread which
a few hours ago lay as dead mat ter upon your ta ble, has be come now a part
of your self, has changed into blood, on which you sub sist, and into brain,
with which you think. And the blood, this mys te ri ous liq uid, of which the
Bible tells us that it con tains the life or the soul, is now taken up by the
heart, this won der ful cen ter of life, and the heart pumps this life juice in ces- 
santly by day and night, whether you think about it or not, through the
finest ar ter ies, up into the brain and down into the stom ach, into the tips of
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your fin gers and toes, and nour ishes there with the whole body. If this heart
were merely a me chan i cal con trivance by man, made out of steel and di a- 
mond, it would have been worn out and in ca pable to per form its func tion
long ago. For it beats sev enty times in a minute, in a day 100,800 times, and
in a year 36,792,000 times. If you are 50 years old and a healthy man, your
heart has beaten, with out a pause, 1800 mil lion times and feels no weari- 
ness! So like wise the lungs breathe in ces santly and un tir ingly the fresh air
through thou sands of cells and suck it up like a sponge the wa ter and pro- 
vide the blood with fresh air in or der that it may be able to per form its func- 
tion. They also, by the process of breath ing, re move the im pure air that has
be come use less, and all this is done whether you think about it or not.

Be sides these won der ful or gans for nour ish ment, cir cu la tion of the blood
and breath ing, the body is in ter wo ven by a fine net-work of white threads,
all of which unite in the spinal mar row or brain. These are the nerves, the
tele graph and tele phone wires, by means of which the soul is in formed of
what is go ing on in the body, pain or en joy ment, warmth or cold. And all
these dif fer ent ac tiv i ties work har mo niously to gether. The one can not do
with out the other. The nerves and the brain need a con stant sup ply of blood,
and if this ceases only for a half minute, or a few drops of it are spilled, it
will re sult in a par a lytic stroke and man will fall to the ground. Like wise the
heart needs the as sis tance of the nerves for its ac tiv ity and must be nour- 
ished by the stom ach. The same is true of the lungs and their func tions. And
all this is done, not in a man ner like unto our ma chin ery with much noise
and bus tle, no, but so eas ily and gen tly that you do not no tice it your self. It
is the breath of God within you that moves all these won der ful forces and
com pels to united ac tion, what we call life. If you re flect upon all these
things, you must cry out with David: “I will praise Thee; for I am fear fully
and won der fully made!” (Ps. 139:14).

More over, in an other re spect our body must be con sid ered a won der ful
thing. We are ac cus tomed to look upon it as some thing solid and un change- 
able, but we are mis taken. Our body is some thing in the high est de gree
change able, some thing that is in a con stant state of dis so lu tion and re con- 
struc tion. That it con stantly needs food in or der to sus tain it self, you know;
but from the fact that this food amounts to sev eral pounds daily, while the
body in creases in weight only a few grains, you will con clude that there is a
con tin ual great waste of mat ter. For in stance, the wa ter evap o rates and even
solid sub stances, as metal grad u ally though very slowly, dis solve when
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com ing in con tact with the air. In this way our body finds it self in a con tin- 
ual process of dis in te gra tion and evap o ra tion. This even af fects the bones,
for it has been dis cov ered that also these, though in the cen ter of the body,
un dergo a con stant change, con tin u ally wast ing away, and by this means of
nour ish ment are formed into new ones. Yea, that our en tire body is made
new about ev ery seven years, that not the least par ti cle of the for mer re- 
mains. A man of forty-two years, there fore, would have changed his body
com pletely six times, and yet how re mark able — his form re mains, his ap- 
pear ance in the main will be the same, and in the midst of the change able,
there re mains a mys te ri ous unity and un change able ness. Does this not point
to a se cret di vine power, which lies here at the bot tom? Yes, be hold, the hu- 
man soul, your soul, has re ceived the power from God to draw, to it self by
day and by night, whether you sleep or wake, con stantly in nu mer able lit tle
parts of mat ter in or der that it may build and main tain for it self a body, by
means of which it comes in con stant con tact with the world out side. And
not only this, but it has also power to cre ate for it self to a cer tain de gree a
pic ture of its own mak ing. Have you ever, af ter a cer tain in ter val of time,
again seen a man, who, dur ing that time had given him self up to a life of
vice, fallen away from God and gone to ruin? And have you not no ticed in
his body, in his face, that he is on the down-grade, though he should be
dressed ever so hand somely, washed and combed? And on the other hand
have you ever seen the face of a man ex press ing a benev o lent dis po si tion,
di vine peace, though he did not say a word? Thus, as God cre ated man af ter
His own im age, the im mor tal soul shines al ways more or less through this
tran sient and mor tal body. This soul is yet a much greater won der than the
body of man, and about it we will now speak.
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The Hu man Spirit.

God Cre ated Man Af ter His Im age.

THE FULL MEAN ING OF THIS WORD we shall doubt less not know, un til we come
into the bod ies of our res ur rec tion, glo ri ous like the sun and strong with
heav enly power. But what dig nity, what honor, that God him self — Je ho vah
— should re veal him self in hu man form; and also, that He has made the an- 
gels in our like ness. This we are not to un der stand as if we could judge by
the form of man how God looks, but we are to un der stand here the es sen tial
pow ers and at tributes of the hu man soul, as well as the po si tion of man to- 
ward the rest of cre ation. As God rules the en tire uni verse, thus man is to
rule, through God, the earth and all crea tures, and this he does in a cer tain
sense even af ter his fall. Of course, whom he rules in the love of God for
the sake of their hap pi ness, are no longer his sub jects in fil ial obe di ence, but
it goes ac cord ing to the Word of God to Noah: “And the fear of you and the
dread of you shall be upon ev ery beast of the earth.” (Gen. 9:2); and in stead
of be ing their God, he is, alas! too of ten their devil. He has yet great power
nev er the less. There is not a be ing on earth, who could call him to ac count
say ing: why are you do ing this? Plants and an i mals are given over into his
hands. He can take up a plant at one place and let it grow at an other; and if
this ap pears to us a mat ter of lit tle im por tance, be cause we are used to it, let
us re mem ber that no an i mal can do it. Like wise, he can not only kill an an i- 
mal, but he can bring it up tame and im prove it. And were he to take care of
them, as it be comes a king, in stead of con sid er ing them his slaves, which he
may tor ment at his plea sure, he could now al ready on his part sat isfy many
an earnest ex pec ta tion of the crea ture. Thus man is the only crea ture of God
upon the earth, who has power over the fire, this el e ment of the wrath of
God. Though many per for mances of an i mals, for in stance, the build ing of
houses by the beaver, seem to re quire more sense, than when man in the
prim i tive ages at tempted to pre serve the fire of a tree when struck by light- 
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ning in adding more wood, yet no an i mal, not even the mon key, would have
con ceived such an idea.

But still more than in his con trol over na ture, we have to look for the es- 
sen tial pow ers of the hu man mind, wherein his “God-like ness” ap pears.
What else is hu man art and sci ence, the wag ing of wars and found ing of
king doms, the build ing of cities and mak ing of laws, than a con tin ual rev e- 
la tion and man i fes ta tion of an im mor tal, di vine soul, which can find no
peace, till it rests in the eter nal, in fi nite God him self? Why is it not sat is fied
and con tent like the ox with a filled manger? The rea son is: it is God’s im- 
age.

A part of this “God-like ness” is our con science. As noth ing evil can
stand be fore God, so also noth ing be fore the di vine in man, which in ex- 
orably judges and pun ishes his deeds, words and thoughts. How of ten has it
hap pened that a mur derer af ter ten and twenty years has vol un tar ily of fered
him self to the courts and asked for pun ish ment, in or der that at last that
fear ful, un bear able judge within him, may come to si lence. Or look at the
rich man who by bad and dis hon or able trick eries, has ac quired a great for- 
tune. Well may he pos sess a mag nif i cent house and sit at a sump tu ous ta ble;
well may his friends call him a rich, clever, hon or able and es teemed man,
which he him self is al most in clined to be lieve. But when his friends are
gone and the lights are ex tin guished, then he rolls about on his mag nif i cent
bed, rest less and anx ious, his mind oc cu pied with new spec u la tions, only
that he may not hear that small, still voice, which in the still ness of the night
in ces santly whis pers: “You are a thief.” Think also of your mem ory. What a
power over time and space does it not pos sess, a part of God’s om nipres- 
ence! Things long past, which the soul at one time has taken hold of, and
now, af ter the floods of pain or joy have passed, af ter it has thought, spo- 
ken, done and ex pe ri enced things in nu mer able, per haps an en tire life gone
by, it has yet the power to bring forth at its will, out of the ocean of the past,
this or that which has ap par ently van ished long ago. And the man 70 or 80
years of age sees yet the room in which he played when a lit tle child and
hears yet the voice of the mother, who died long ago. This is a mighty
power of the hu man soul. From ob ser va tions, which one may make of men
high up in years, in sick ness, in in san ity and at the dy ing hour, this power is
much greater and more com plete than we com monly imag ine. One must as- 
sume that the hu man soul re ally does not for get any thing, but that this or
that ex pe ri ence is only for a time, as it were, cov ered up, and that there will
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be a time when ev ery ex pe ri ence, ev ery deed and ev ery word, yea, ev ery
thought out of the depths will come to life again, liv ing, true and per fect, in
or der that it (the soul) might be judged thereby.

And now the great est won der of man — speech! The an i mals, too, have
a kind of lan guage and are en abled by means of the voice to ex press joy and
pain in an im pres sive man ner; but they have not the power of speech and
never has the most in tel li gent dog in vented a sin gle mono syl labic word in
or der to call his mas ter. And why not? Be cause he has not the mind, that un- 
der stands and grasps men and things as to their real na ture. But as we read
about God at the time of the cre ation: “God said,” “he called”; Adam, too,
“gave names to all cat tle,” as a be gin ning of his work on earth. This means
a great deal. Have you never thought about this won der ful ca pac ity of the
hu man soul to give ex pres sion by means of speech to its in ward be ing, yea,
so to speak, to breathe it self forth? With your lips and tongue you put a
small por tion of air into vi bra tion: the air — or sound — waves are caught
up by the ear of your neigh bor, and im me di ately he knows your deep est
thoughts! With this ap par ently in signif i cant act, with this lit tle air put into
mo tion you can ac com plish that which is good or bad; by means of speech
cre ate anger, give com fort, lead im mor tal souls ei ther to God or to the devil.
By means of speech, king doms are daily founded and de stroyed, cities are
built, states and laws es tab lished, art and sci ence fos tered. And how ex ceed- 
ingly sim ple are also here the means, by which so great things are ac com- 
plished! Five vow els and about twenty con so nants have been suf fi cient for
the last six thou sand years for the most civ i lized na tions of the earth, and
will be suf fi cient for them as long as the earth stands, to ex press ev ery thing
what the hu man heart thinks, feels, med i tates and dis cov ers. In these
twenty-five signs are hid den all the books and writ ings that ever have been
made, all lan guages and di alects, which mankind ever has spo ken or yet
will speak. Man can in vent many things, but he can not in vent a new let ter,
no sixth vowel to the five al ready ex ist ing, which God has given him. Is this
not won der ful? And have we not in this a pre sen ti ment of the fact why the
eter nal Son of God is called in the Scrip tures “Word of God”? But do you
wish to un der stand some thing of the power, which is con tained in a hu man
word, re mem ber only the sen tence: “For by thy words thou shalt be jus ti- 
fied, and by thy words thou shalt be con demned.” (Matt. 12:37) . Or what
said Noah: “Cursed be Canaan; a ser vant of ser vants shall he be unto his
brethren.” (Gen. 9:25), and with this say ing the prophetic man of God
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sealed the des tiny of an en tire con ti nent for thou sands of years to come, for
his tory proves it: Africa al ways and is yet the land of slav ery. And when Is- 
rael had blessed Ja cob, no prayers and tears could al ter what had been said.
The word was spo ken and Ja cob re mained blessed. How great is the power
of the word spo ken in the name of God. There fore it is a lam en ta ble sign of
our times, that speech among us has be come so de gen er ate. The old Greeks
and Ro mans laid much stress on the proper use of lan guage. Socrates would
say: “To speak in cor rectly is dam ag ing to the soul,” or “Speak in or der that
I may see you.” There fore it was con sid ered as the main ob ject of an ed u ca- 
tion to teach men how to speak in a few words, pre cise and true. And at the
present day what a flood of mean ing less, hol low and empty words are con- 
stantly poured forth into the world, spo ken and writ ten, so that it is said de- 
pre ci at ingly: “They are but words!” This is much to be re gret ted!

Thanks be to God, that the Word of God has more power, va lid ity and
per ma nency than such empty hu man speech, and that even Sa tan is not al- 
lowed to in ter fere. The Word of God is eter nal and can not pass away. And
hav ing once said: “Let us make man in our im age, af ter our like ness: and let
them have do min ion over the whole earth,” the com plete ful fill ment cf this
word may be in ter rupted by sin, but not dis con tin ued. Re deemed through
Je sus Christ, man as re newed in the im age of God, will at one time rule
over the whole earth, yea even judge the an gels, (1 Cor. 6:31), and his word
will again have a cre ative and ju di cial power. But its high est and no blest
aim the word of man, as com pleted in Christ, will con sist in this, that by
means of the same, he will give praise and honor and glory to God in all
eter nity, for He has cre ated all things, and for His plea sure they are and
were cre ated. (Rev. 4:11). “And I saw heaven new and earth new; for the
first heaven and the first earth are gone.” Rev. 21:1). These words of cre- 
ation, which we have con sid ered hith erto, are im mor tal; the light and the
air, the moun tain, the plant and the an i mal, these are eter nal thoughts of a
God who will never give up His work as a fail ure. Upon the new earth, we
will be al lowed to be hold this new cre ation in still greater splen dor and
glory and in herit all things. (Rev. 21:7). “Be hold, I make all things new.”
(Rev. 21:5).

It is in deed a great pity that even many Chris tians are so slow to be lieve
the prom ises of God to cre ate a new heaven and a new earth. That birds and
trees, hills and rivers are here, no one but a fool would un der take to deny.
But that the same God, who once cre ated them, will make a new earth on
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which there will be rivers of crys tal and hills of light, trees of life and a city
of won drous glory, in which we shall live in our risen, im mor tal, glo ri fied
and in cor rupt ible bod ies, clothed in white, with hands to feel and feet to
walk, and a mouth to eat and drink, sing and praise, — this many will not
be lieve; and in spite of the bod ily res ur rec tion of Christ and the prom ises of
the Word, they re gard heaven as a hazy, in def i nite and un de fined ex is tence
some where, with out much idea as to where. That this present world should
have cre ated it self is a piece of in com pre hen si ble non sense. But if God once
cre ated it, why not recre ate it? Is his hand short ened? Can the Cre ator no
longer cre ate? Or shall the world of heav enly bliss, in which dwells no evil
thing at all, be less real and sub stan tial than this present world so full of
sin? fools and slow of heart to be lieve all that God has promised in His
Word.

There is also a won der ful cor re spon dence be tween the last page of the
Bible and the first. Thus the Word proves it self to be one through out, a glo- 
ri ous rev e la tion of the coun sels of God with re spect to mankind. “In the be- 
gin ning God cre ated heaven and earth.” At the end he will cre ate a new
heaven and a new earth. The first earth He wa tered with four rivers; on the
new earth a river of crys tal will flow from the tem ple. In the first Par adise
there was a tree of life; in the sec ond there will be such trees. On the first
earth there were moun tains; on the sec ond the Lord’s house shall rise on a
moun tain, great and ex ceed ing high.

But glo ri ous also will be the dif fer ences be tween the first cre ation and
the sec ond. Sun and moon light the first, and in Par adise it self day al ter- 
nated with night. But on the new earth there will be no night; they will need
nei ther light of lamp nor light of sun; for the Lord God shall give them
light. (Rev. 22:5). Adam and Eve were naked, in to ken of their in no cence;
on the new earth the saints will walk, clothed in white, in to ken of their
right eous ness. In the first Par adise man dwelt in a gar den; in the sec ond his
home will be in the glo ri ous palaces of God. In the first he was for bid den to
eat of the tree of the knowl edge of good and evil; in the sec ond there is no
such pro hi bi tion. In the first there was pos si ble a “No”; in the sec ond it will
all be “YEA and AMEN.” “And death shall be no more; nei ther shall there
be mur mur ing, nor cry ing, nor pain, any more; the first things are passed
away. And he that sit teth on the throne said: Be hold I make all things new.”

May God through the blood of Christ fit us for the in her i tance of the
saints in light. Amen.
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)
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The Small Cat e chism of Mar tin Luther
The es sen tials of faith have re mained the same for 2000 years. They

are sum ma rized in (1) The Ten Com mand ments, (2) The Lord’s
Prayer, and (3) The Apos tles’ Creed. Fa mil iar ity with each of fers great
pro tec tion against fads and false hoods.
The Way Made Plain by Si mon Pe ter Long

A se ries of lec tures by the beloved Twen ti eth Cen tury Amer i can
pas tor on the ba sis of faith.
Bible Teach ings by Joseph Stump

A primer on the faith in tended for new be liev ers. Rich in Scrip ture.
Chris tian ba sics ex plained from Scrip ture in clear and jar gon-free lan- 
guage. Many ex cel lent Bible stud ies can be made from this book.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

Es sen tial The ol ogy | Books to
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The Augs burg Con fes sion: An In tro duc tion To Its Study And An Ex po- 
si tion Of Its Con tents by Matthias Loy

“Sin cere be liev ers of the truth re vealed in Christ for man’s sal va tion
have no rea son to be ashamed of Luther, whom God sent to bring
again to His peo ple the pre cious truth in Je sus and whose heroic con- 
tention for the faith once de liv ered o the saints led to the es tab lish ment
of the Church of the Augs burg Con fes sion, now gen er ally called the
Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church.”
The Doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by Matthias Loy

“Hu man rea son and in cli na tion are al ways in their nat u ral state
averse to the doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by faith. Hence it is no won der
that earth and hell com bine in per sis tent ef forts to ban ish it from the
Church and from the world.”
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The Con fes sional Prin ci ple by Theodore Schmauk
Theodore Schmauk’s ex plo ration and de fense of the Chris tian faith

con sists of five parts: His tor i cal In tro duc tion; Part 1: Are Con fes sions
Nec es sary?; Part 2: Con fes sions in the Church; Part 3: Lutheran Con- 
fes sions; and Part 4: The Church in Amer ica.
Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith by Henry Eyster Ja cobs

A Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith has been ap pre ci ated by Chris- 
tians since its orig i nal pub li ca tion for its easy to use ques tion and an- 
swer for mat, its clear or ga ni za tion, and its cov er age of all the es sen- 
tials of the Chris tian faith. Two es says on elec tion and pre des ti na tion
are in cluded, in clud ing Luther’s “Spec u la tions Con cern ing Pre des ti na- 
tion”.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.
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Ser mons on the Gospels by Matthias Loy. and Ser mons on the Epis tles
by Matthias Loy_

“When you feel your bur den of sin weigh ing heav ily upon you,
only go to Him… Only those who will not ac knowl edge their sin and
feel no need of a Sav ior — only these are re jected. And these are not
re jected be cause the Lord has no pity on them and no de sire to de liver
them from their wretched ness, but only be cause they will not come to
Him that they might have life. They re ject Him, and there fore stand re- 
jected. But those who come to Him, poor and needy and help less, but
trust ing in His mercy, He will re ceive, to com fort and to save.”
The Great Gospel by Si mon Pe ter Long and The Eter nal Epis tle by Si- 
mon Pe ter Long

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/104-schmauk-confessional-principle/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/109-jacobs-summary-christian-faith/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/550-loy-sermons-on-the-gospels/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/589-loy-sermons-on-the-epistles/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/192-long-great-gospel/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/215-long-eternal-epistle/
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“I want you to un der stand that I have never preached opin ions from
this pul pit; it is not a ques tion of opin ion; I have ab so lutely no right to
stand here and give you my opin ion, for it is not worth any more than
yours; we do not come to church to get opin ions; I claim that I can
back up ev ery ser mon I have preached, with the Word of God, and it is
not my opin ion nor yours, it is the eter nal Word of God, and you will
find it so on the Judg ment day. I have noth ing to take back, and I never
will; God does not want me to.”
True Chris tian ity by John Arndt
The Ser mons of Theophilus Stork: A De vo tional Trea sure

“There are many of us who be lieve; we are con vinced; but our souls
do not take fire at con tact with the truth. Happy he who not only be- 
lieves, but be lieves with fire… This en ergy of be lief, this ar dor of con- 
vic tion, made the com mon places of the Gospel, the old, old story,
seem in his [Stork’s] ut ter ance some thing fresh and ir re sistibly at trac- 
tive. Men lis tened to old truths from his lips as though they were a new
rev e la tion. They were new, for they came out of a heart that new
coined them and stamped its own im press of vi tal ity upon them as they
passed through its ex pe ri ence…” – From the In tro duc tion

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/502-stork-sermons/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
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