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Ded i ca tion

This Lit tle Vol ume
Is For All Those Whom

Our Lord And Sav ior Je sus Christ
Has Made

KINGS AND PRIESTS
Unto Him self By His Word And Grace

May It Help Them to Be lieve, Con fess, La bor and Die as be fits men with royal and priestly
hearts to the glory of their

ETER NAL KING AND HIGH PRIEST
Amen
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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

RICHARD C. H. LENSKI (1864-1936) best known for his in sight ful and still
in valu able se ries of New Tes ta ment Com men taries. Pro fes sor of the ol ogy at
Cap i tal Uni ver sity and Pres i dent of West ern Dis trict of Joint Synod of Ohio.
Ed i tor Die Lutherische Kirchen zeitung.

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]

Please have pa tience with us when you come across ty pos. Over time we
are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you would like to
send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they are cor rected.
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A Glance at the Ti tles

A GOOD MANY CHRIS TIAN BE LIEV ERS may be sur prised when first they find
them selves graced with the lofty ti tles

Kings and Priests

on the sa cred pages of the Bible. It may seem to them that such ti tles can
only be fig ures of speech, like roses placed in our hands, or wreaths upon
our heads, nei ther of which are part of our be ing, both of which soon wither
and must be thrown away. Yet a lit tle in ves ti ga tion shows that this view is
wrong — these ti tles are meant lit er ally.

In fact, when a com par i son is made with the kings and priests or di nar ily
known among men we soon see that our Chris tian king ship and priest hood
as be liev ers in Christ Je sus is a far higher, truer, and more gen uine thing
than any royal or sac er do tal of fice oth er wise known among men. It is a
great and glo ri ous bib li cal fact — we are in deed “kings and priests unto
God and his (Christ’s) Fa ther”!

It is the same with all the other ti tles given to us as be liev ers in the
Bible. They are all real, never mere fig ures of speech. For in stance, we are
called “sons of God,” “the chil dren of God,” mem bers of the house hold of
God, if sons then heirs. These des ig na tions ex press re al i ties. For we are in- 
deed born anew of in cor rupt ible seed. God is ac tu ally our Fa ther. Christ
calls us his brethren, and we are that and noth ing less. Our won der ful rights
as chil dren as well as our “in her i tance in cor rupt ible and un de filed and that
fadeth not away” are de scribed at length. The same thing is true of the other
ti tles in the Bible: we are “friends” of Je sus, his “dis ci ples,” his “ser vants,”
“la bor ers,” “stew ards,” etc. Ev ery term ex presses a re al ity, and is thus gen- 
uine and true in the high est de gree. Some of these ti tles, like “dis ci ples” and
“ser vants,” have come into con stant use among Chris tians, and there fore
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seem more fa mil iar than the two placed at the head of this lit tle vol ume. But
this does not make the lat ter any less gen uine and true.

It be longs to the credit of Luther and the work of the Ref or ma tion that
the great spir i tual re al i ties of the royal priest hood of be liev ers have come to
light again. The Re former in sisted that the terms “kings and priests” should
be come as cur rent in the Church as the term “Chris tians.” He there fore ex- 
plained at length and in all sim plic ity just what these ti tles are meant to con- 
vey in Holy Writ. We shall make use of much that he has said.

The more we med i tate on the ti tles thus be stowed upon us, the more we
find that we must think more highly of our selves in our con nec tion with the
Sav ior. We are spir i tu ally of royal de scent. Ac tu ally we are noth ing less
than kings. It is true, in one sense we are slaves, “bond men” as the Greek
has it, owned in soul and body by our Lord, so that we be long wholly to
him as our King, his word and will supreme for us, to be obeyed in all
things with out ques tion. Yet in an other sense we are kings. There is no one
above us save Christ and God. Joined to our Lord and made one with him,
we do in deed rule and reign with him. And while as yet we are un crowned,
there are heav enly crowns laid up for us and for all that love his ap pear ing.
2 Tim. 4:8.

In the same way we are truly priests unto God. Christ in deed is our High
Priest and as such stands alone in his great ness. There is only one Me di a tor
be tween God and man, 1 Tim. 2:5-6, and there can be no other. His sac ri fice
alone avails for our sins. But now when we come to God by him, our com- 
ing makes us also priests unto God. In ap proach ing the throne of grace
through our great High Priest we our selves ex er cise priestly rights and func- 
tions.

It will do us good to think of these things, and thus to rise to the level of
our high call ing.

St. John speaks of us as kings and priests in three places in Rev e la tion.
He says of Je sus, the faith ful wit ness, the first be got ten of the dead, and

the prince of the kings of the earth, who loved us and washed us from our
sins in his own blood, that he “hath made us kings and priests unto God
and his Fa ther.” Rev. 1:6.

Again, when the apos tle de scribes the open ing of the book with the
seven seals, he re ports the song that was sung in heaven in praise of the
Lamb who was slain and who re deemed us unto God. This song closes with
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the words: “And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall
reign on the earth.” Rev. 5:10.

A third time St. John says of all those who have part in the first res ur rec- 
tion, on whom the sec ond death has no power, “they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thou sand years.” Rev. 20:6.

St. John writes as if there were two sep a rate ti tles, namely first “kings”
and then “priests.” Yet a glance shows us that when he states what these
kings and priests do, he uses only one verb — they shall reign. This is a
hint that the two ti tles re ally go to gether and form a unit, even also as he
com bines them and draws no spe cial line be tween them.

St. Pe ter helps us on this point. He turns the ti tle “Kings” into an ad jec- 
tive and con nects it with the noun “priests”; “But ye are a cho sen gen er a- 
tion, a royal priest hood, an holy na tion, a pe cu liar peo ple: that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of dark ness into his
mar velous light.” 1 Pet. 2:9. We now see that the two terms ex press a unit
idea. These kings are al ways priests: these priests al ways kings. We might
call them priestly kings, but the Church is con tent to fol low St. Pe ter when
he writes:

A Royal Priest hood

This is the stan dard term that has come into con stant use.
We must thank this apos tle for two ad di tional points.
First, for the syn onyms which he places be side the ex pres sion “a royal

priest hood.” They help to show what this priest hood re ally is. As such we
are “a cho sen gen er a tion,” elected by God him self for our high po si tion and
func tion. We are “an holy na tion,” sep a rated from the world and set apart
for God and for di vine ser vice. We are in ad di tion “a pe cu liar peo ple,” or
more lit er ally “a peo ple for God’s own pos ses sion,” be long ing to him in, a
[pe cu liar man ner, in tended also for a pe cu liar work. The bet ter we un der- 
stand these syn onyms, the more will we re al ize what our priest hood re ally
is and in volves.

In the sec ond place St. Pe ter adds the func tion for which we have thus
been cho sen, set apart, and made God’s pos ses sion as a royal priest hood. It
is, to “shew forth the praises of him, who hath called us out of dark ness into
his mar velous light.” This is our dis tinc tive task as royal priests. God has
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made some thing from us, and nat u rally now ex pects some thing from us.
Our ti tles are by no means static, they are highly dy namic. By what we are
and by all that we can do, at all times and un der all cir cum stances, we are to
make God’s ex cel len cies shine forth into men’s hearts, so that they too may
join us and show forth his praises.

A king has no one above him but God. All oth ers are be neath him, else
he would be king only in a nom i nal way. Now that is ex actly our spir i tual
po si tion as Chris tian be liev ers. There is no one above us save God and
Christ alone.

In this re spect we are like Christ Je sus him self. He is King in deed. He
was that, even in his low li ness, for in stance, when he stood be fore the Ro- 
man gov er nor Pi late. He was gov erned only and wholly by his Fa ther’s will.
Only his king ship rested on his In car na tion and re demp tive work, while
ours rests on him, on be ing made one with him by our re gen er a tion and
faith. We did not make him King, but he made us kings.

Now it is ex actly the same with our priest hood. A true priest has di rect
ac cess to God, with out any hu man me di a tion. Else he would not be priest in
the full sense of the word. So ev ery be liever has di rect ac cess to God and
needs no hu man me di a tion.

Here again we are like Christ Je sus. He was a priest, or to dis tin guish
him from all other priests, he was the High Priest. With his all-aton ing
blood he en tered the Holy of Holies in heaven and ef fected an eter nal re- 
demp tion for us. And now by him we too have the right to go di rectly to
God. Where once Is rael needed hu man priests as me di a tors, we need none.
Only Christ’s priest hood rests on his In car na tion and re demp tive work; ours
rests on him, on our be ing made one with him by our new birth and life of
faith. Nor did we make him High Priest; it is he that makes us priests.

It is this unit idea of hav ing no man above us or be tween God and us,
that lies back of these ti tles “kings and priests,” or “a royal priest hood.” Let
noth ing ever lower this our ex alted po si tion. “Ye are bought with a price; be
not the ser vants of men.” 1 Cor. 7:23.

One thing more should be noted in these ti tles. They are al ways used in
the plu ral “kings” and “priests.” St. Pe ter’s col lec tive “a royal priest hood”
has the sense of a plu ral. The Bible thus views us not as so many in di vid ual
priests and kings. As a royal priest you can not pos si bly stand by your self.
We are one uni fied body. We meet the same thought in other ti tles ap plied



14

to Chris tian be liev ers. They form one house hold, one na tion, mem bers of
one liv ing body.

This, for one thing, puts us all on one and the same level. Our earthly re- 
la tions may dif fer greatly. One may be a prince, an other a pau per; one a
mil lion aire, an other a day la borer; one a doc tor with many ti tles of learn ing,
an other a school boy or girl. In Christ Je sus we are all alike, all equally
kings and priests.

At the same time these plu rals com bine us on this high level. Our hon- 
ors, rights, pos ses sions, and obli ga tions are ours con jointly. They lit er ally
tie us to gether. As a be liever you can not be a king with out me be ing one to- 
gether with you. It is the same with be ing a priest. This is what is usu ally
ex pressed by the grand ti tle

Una Sancta

the Latin for the One Holy Chris tian Church, the Com mu nion of Saints.
Kings and priests — these are our ti tles, given us by the Lord him self in

his Holy Word. By his grace and Spirit think of your self al ways as a mem- 
ber in this holy, blessed, and glo ri ous com pany.



15

The Ti tle Bear ers

JUST AS A CHRIS TIAN may be sur prised when first he finds him self ranked
among kings and priests in the Bible, so also he may at first have his mis- 
giv ings about as sum ing the high po si tion thus as signed to him in the Bible.
For it is cer tainly no small thing to be a real king. And equally it is no small
thing to be a true priest stand ing al ways in the pres ence of God.

It will not do then to be sat is fied with the low re quire ments some have
dared to set for mem ber ship in the churches of to day: 1) a will ing ness to
join; 2) a de sire to live a moral life; 3) readi ness to pay to the church and to
work in her in ter est. It would be highly ex trav a gant lan guage to call mem- 
bers of this type “kings and priests unto God.”

To whom does the Bible ac cord these pre cious ti tles. In a word only to

True Be liev ers

but cer tainly to all of these.
A care ful reader of the Bible can not help but be struck by the great mass

of sav ing truth that is laid down like a grand foun da tion for the dec la ra tion
that we are kings and priests unto God. Here are prac ti cally all the crown
jew els of the Chris tian faith, blaz ing in all their heav enly re ful gence; and
placed in the cen ter is this di a mond of purest wa ter, our royal priest hood.
Only as we look at the grand ness and the splen dor of the set ting can we
fully ap pre ci ate the value of the glo ri ous cen tral piece.

Take St. John’s first state ment, Rev. 1:4-6: “Grace be unto you and
peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from
the seven Spir its which are be fore his throne; and from Je sus Christ, who is
the faith ful wit ness, and the first be got ten of the dead, and the prince of the
kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in
his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Fa ther;
to him the glory and do min ion for ever and ever. Amen.”
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Be yond ques tion here is voiced a grand sum mary of the Chris tian faith.
These words speak

1. Of the Holy Trin ity.
2. Of the God-man Je sus Christ.
3. Of his eter nity: which was, and is, and is to come.
4. Of the wit ness of his aton ing death, 1 Tim. 6:13.
5. Of his res ur rec tion as the first be got ten of the dead.
6. Of his lord ship over all the kings of the earth.
7. Of his won der ful love and grace.
8. Of the wash ing from sins in his ex pi at ing blood, which means jus ti fi- 

ca tion, par don, and cleans ing be fore God.
9. Of the peace with God that fol lows grace and par don.

10. Of the glory and do min ion that is God’s for ever.

Only in the light of these di vine re al i ties and in fullest con nec tion with
them all can we un der stand what it means that Je sus has made us “kings
and priests unto God.” And it be comes very plain that only they are such
kings and priests who re ceive these great truths in their hearts. In other
words, these kings and priests are true be liev ers.

St. John’s sec ond state ment is briefer, Rev. 5:9-10: “And they sung a
new song, say ing, Thou art wor thy to take the book, and to open the seals
thereof; for thou was slain, and hast re deemed us to God by thy blood out of
ev ery kin dred, and tongue, and peo ple, and na tion; and hast made us unto
our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”

This is the song that re sounded in heaven when the Lamb took the book
with the seven seals that no one but he could open. This song speaks

1. Of the Lamb him self in heaven, the Son of God and Son of man.
2. Of the slay ing of the Lamb in sac ri fice for our sin and guilt.
3. Of the suf fi ciency of his sac ri fice, since the Lamb is now ex alted in

heaven.
4. Of the mighty ef fect of his death, namely re demp tion to God by his

blood.
5. Of the ex tent of that re demp tion, win ning a Church from all kin dreds,

tongues, peo ple, and na tions.
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Here St. John points to the very cen ter of the Chris tian faith, namely the
re demp tion wrought by the Lamb’s sac ri fice, as the ba sis for our king ship
and priest hood as be liev ers. The per sonal way in which this is put: “re- 
deemed us,” just as in St. John’s first pas sage, makes it very plain once
more that only true be liev ers, who have em braced this re demp tion and
clasped to their hearts its grace and gifts, can be counted among the kings
and priests of God who shall reign on the earth.

We may re peat this ob ser va tion in Rev. 20:6: “Blessed and holy is he
that hath part in the first res ur rec tion: on such the sec ond death hath no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with
him a thou sand years.”

The ground on which our priest hood and king ship rest is here de scribed
as

1. The first res ur rec tion, namely the trans fer of the soul into the blessed
life of heaven. Some think this res ur rec tion sig ni fies con ver sion, but
the word “res ur rec tion”’is here used sym bol i cally. The sec ond res ur- 
rec tion would thus be the trans fer of the body into heaven.

2. The es cape from the power of the sec ond death. Be liev ers must still
suf fer the first death, which is the sep a ra tion of soul and body. They
are for ever de liv ered from the sec ond death, which is the sep a ra tion of
both soul and body from the eter nal source of life and light in God.
The sec ond death is the fire of hell, Rev. 20:14-15.

3. The blessed ness and ho li ness that go with this res ur rec tion and de liv er- 
ance from death. It is a won drous happy state, bask ing in the full light
of grace: It is also a holy state, re ceiv ing the cleans ing from sin day by
day in true re pen tance and faith.

Yes, they who pos sess what is here de scribed are priests of God and of
Christ, royal priests, who shall reign with him a thou sand years, namely all
through the New Tes ta ment era, which be gins with the In car na tion and
closes with the Fi nal Judg ment. We com monly call this blessed and holy
com pany Christ’s be liev ers.

St. Pe ter agrees with St. John in set ting the royal priest hood on the solid
foun da tion of the sav ing re al i ties in Christ Je sus. In 1 Pet. 2:4 etc. he de- 
scribes at length
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1. The Great Cor ner Stone Christ Je sus laid in Sion, a pre cious Stone for
all be liev ers, but a Stone of stum bling and a Rock of of fense for all
who are dis obe di ent in un be lief.

2. The apos tle adds our elec tion, verse 9, our ho li ness, our be long ing to
God as his pe cu liar pos ses sion.

Again we see, it is the heart of the Gospel which makes us “a royal
priest hood.” None of the dis obe di ent can be long to it, only they who obey
in faith, and by faith re ceive into their hearts the di vine re al i ties of Sal va- 
tion.

Now comes St. Paul and helps us to take the fi nal step in de ter min ing
who the bear ers of the great ti tles “kings and priests unto God” re ally are.
Where the other two apos tles used only the pro noun “us” in nam ing the be- 
liev ers, this apos tle goes more into de tail.

Gal. 3:26-29: “Ye are all the chil dren of God by faith in Christ Je sus. For
as many of you as have been bap tized into Christ have put on Christ. There
is nei ther Jew nor Greek, there is nei ther bond nor free, there is nei ther male
nor fe male: for ye are all one in Christ Je sus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are
ye Abra ham’s seed, and heirs ac cord ing to the prom ise.”

The kings and priests who are God’s pe cu liar pos ses sion, St. Paul calls
“the chil dren of God,” Abra ham’s seed, and heirs ac cord ing to the prom ise.
But he adds this il lu mi nat ing state ment, that in this great body of be liev ers
no dis tinc tions count, whether of race, of so cial and civil po si tion, or of sex.
Be hold thus

The Church Uni ver sal

called also in the lan guage of the Apos tles’ Creed “the Holy Catholic
Church.” “Catholic” sim ply means uni ver sal, all-em brac ing.

In St. Paul’s days a re li gious gulf sep a rated Jews and Greeks. Only as
one was a Jew by birth, or be came a con vert to Ju daism, could he be
counted as be long ing to Abra ham’s seed, or God’s chil dren. In the Chris tian
Church this gulf has van ished. Jew and Greek are ad mit ted on iden ti cal
terms into the Com mu nion of Saints.

In the old world there was also the mighty dif fer ence be tween free men
and slaves. Re call St. Paul’s lovely epis tle to Phile mon on be half of the
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slave Ones imus, who had run away from his mas ter, whom St. Paul had
con verted, and who was now re turn ing to his mas ter — still a slave, but
spir i tu ally equal with his Chris tian mas ter. In the Church mas ter and slave
sit side by side, both be ing one in Christ Je sus.

The ori en tal world still makes a de plorable dif fer ence be tween male and
fe male. Even in the syn a gogues of the or tho dox Jews women are shut in be- 
hind screens. Mo hammedanism made woman the slave of man and de bates
whether she has an im mor tal soul. In the East there are still three bur den-
bear ers, the camel, the ass, and woman. All this is wiped out in the Church.
The spir i tual rights of both sexes are equal.

We must be care ful not to read St. Paul’s state ment con cern ing Jew and
Greek, bond and free, male and fe male as per tain ing only to adults. Of ten
this is done un wit tingly. His words in clude the chil dren, down to the tini est
babe. Jews and Greeks are such from in fancy on. Al ready by birth a babe is
ei ther free or a slave. The apos tle was care ful not to write: “nei ther man nor
woman,” which would have meant adults. He wrote: “nei ther male nor fe- 
male.” Sex ex tends to ev ery in fant.

So our lit tle ones too may be “the chil dren of God” and as God’s own
pos ses sion as sume their place in the royal priest hood.

The great thing that counts in the Church is

Chris tian Bap tism

namely “the wash ing of re gen er a tion and re new ing of the Holy Ghost,” Tit.
3:5; the new birth of wa ter and the Spirit, John 3:5.

Why does Bap tism count so de ci sively? Be cause by Bap tism we “put on
Christ,” which means that the filthy gar ment of our sin is re moved (Acts
22:16), and we are ’clothed in the wed ding gar ment (Matt. 22:11-12) of
Christ’s right eous ness (Is. 61:10). Ev ery soul (Acts 2:41) sanc ti fied and
cleansed with the wash ing of wa ter by the Word (Eph. 5:26), which is Bap- 
tism, is joined to Christ. All who are thus joined to him are “one in Christ
Je sus” (Gal. 3:28) and con sti tute the cho sen gen er a tion, the holy na tion, the
pe cu liar peo ple who form the royal priest hood.

Not that there is any thing me chan i cal or mag i cal about Bap tism. Who- 
ever loses what the Sacra ment gave him might as well never have been bap- 
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tized. Who ever re ceives the Sacra ment hyp o crit i cally never gets what it
would give to him.

So it is quite the same to say: the royal priest hood in cludes all be liev ers;
and: the royal priest hood in cludes all who by Bap tism have put on Christ
Je sus. There are no lim i ta tions of na tion al ity, color, civil po si tion, sex, age,
or other hu man dif fer ences. While there are such nat u ral dif fer ences among
the kings and priests of God, these dif fer ences in no way in ter fere with their
king ship and priest hood. All nat u ral dif fer ences are sanc ti fied and blessed
by grace, and are thus made sub servient to the royal priest hood which rises
above them.

It will not be dif fi cult now to an swer the ques tion con cern ing the faulty
and erring be liev ers.

Ev ery man, woman, or child in wardly joined to Christ be longs to the
royal priest hood as long as that in ward tie holds. That tie, how ever, may be
strong, or it may be weak. Lit tle ness of faith makes the tie weak, so also a
faith mixed up with con vic tions con trary to the re al i ties of the Word. A
thread may still hold a soul to Christ; a ca ble is much stronger. Many have
fallen out of the royal priest hood be cause the tie that held them grew weak
to the break ing point.

Again, to lose any part of the sav ing truth in Christ Je sus, or to sub sti tute
for that truth empty hu man no tions, must prove a great hin drance to the ex- 
er cise of our call ing as a royal priest hood. To think in a wrong way about
our Sav ior, about any part of his work or his teach ing, to that ex tent pre- 
vents us from serv ing him as we should in our of fice of kings and priests.
Be set ting sins and all er rors in liv ing the Chris tian life act in the same man- 
ner. No won der the apos tles pray so fer vently and con stantly that we may
grow in knowl edge (Eph. 1:16 etc.) and in grace (2 Pet. 3:18), un til we
reach the full ma tu rity of faith, the full stature of man hood in Christ Je sus
(Eph. 4:13-14).

The kings and priests of God should be fully fit ted for their high and
holy sta tion.
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The Royal Reign and Priestly
Sac ri fice

ONE OF THE SUR PRIS ING THINGS in the Bible is the way Christ’s king ship is
con nected with his priest hood, his roy alty with his suf fer ing, his power with
his death.

What Psalm 110 fore told con cern ing David’s son and David’s Lord has
come true in the high est de gree. Look at verse 4 of that Psalm: “The Lord
hath sworn, and will not re pent, Thou art a priest for ever af ter the or der of
Melchizedek.” Then com pare at length the sev enth chap ter of He brews. In
the en tire Old Tes ta ment only Melchizedek ap pears as king and priest in
one per son. There were many kings and also many priests, but al ways sep a- 
rate per sons. Even David and Solomon were only kings not priests. Even
Aaron was only a high priest, not a king. Melchizedek was both king of
Salem and priest of the Most High God. In a re mark able way he thus pre fig- 
ured Christ as

King And High Priest In One Per son.

Our re demp tion rests on this com bi na tion or union. Look at Je sus be fore Pi- 
late — he wears a crown of thorns, a pur ple robe, and car ries a scepter rod.
To the gov er nor’s ques tion, “Art thou a king then?” he replies that he is, not
in deed over a king dom of this world, but a far higher king. Re mem ber that
this our King was at that very mo ment mak ing him self a sac ri fice for our
sins and thus do ing his High Priestly work.

On the cross the male fac tor ad dresses our dy ing High Priest as a King,
“Lord, re mem ber me when thou comest into thy king dom.”

In the su per scrip tion on the cross Pi late pro nounces Je sus a king in three
dif fer ent lan guages. And when Je sus dies the cen tu rion un der the cross rec- 
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og nizes the di vine King ship of our High Priest and de clares, “Truly this was
the Son of God.”

We may sum it up: the King of kings alone could be our Great High
Priest. It re quired a royal sac ri fice to ex pi ate our sins. And again: that this
Great King might be for us the Prince of Life and the Prince of Peace, he
had to be also our Great High Priest and lay down his life for our ran som.

Only the Lamb can be our King. The Lamb that was slain sits on the
royal throne in heaven, and from that throne makes High Priestly in ter ces- 
sion for us. When St. John be held him in his glory he heard these words
from his lips, “I am he that liveth and was dead” (High Priest and sac ri fice);
“and be hold I live for ever, Amen, and have the keys of hell and of death”
(King eter nal), Rev. 1:18.

Thus in Christ king ship and priest hood are in dis sol ubly welded to gether.
We may speak of them sep a rately, as also we of ten do; but we un der stand
them best when we note how they are joined to gether.

We Chris tians are pat terned af ter Christ. As he was King and High Priest
in one per son, with his king ship and priest hood joined to gether, so we now
are kings and priests unto God, and our king ship and priest hood are joined
in a royal priest hood.

With star tling pos i tive ness the Bible de clares that we Chris tians “reign
with Christ.” There is Rev. 5:10, “And we shall reign on the earth.” Again
Rev. 20:6, “And shall reign with him a thou sand years.” The place as well
as the era of our reign is thus de clared.

But ac tu ally, as we live hereon earth there does not seem to be any thing
royal about us at all. Com pared with the re gal splen dor of earthly kings and
po ten tates we are cer tainly a hum ble com pany. Most of us are just or di nary
work ing peo ple. We live and die with only a few friends and a lit tle earthly
prop erty. It would ex cite the worst ridicule of many an un be liever to hear
peo ple like this claim ing roy alty and power to reign as kings.

Yet the fact re mains — we are royal. Christ has lifted us so high that this
pred i cate alone is suf fi cient to de scribe our ex alted po si tion. In his fa mous
es say “On the Lib erty of a Chris tian” Luther put it into these un for get table
words, “A Chris tian is a free lord over all things, and sub ject to no one.” He
proved it at length, and the Chris tian world to this day can not for get his
words.
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Our Royal Reign With Christ.

What is there so royal about us Chris tians, and how do we reign?
First of all, there is

Our Royal Birth.

God is King. We are his chil dren. That makes us royal. Christ is King. He
calls us his brethren. That again makes us royal.

Dis tin guish be tween the king ship of God over all crea tures, the inan i- 
mate as well as the an i mate, and his king ship over the Church. The crea ture
world is merely sub ject to God, and does not share in his royal pow ers. But
by our new birth we Chris tians have en tered the spir i tual world. We are
lifted into union with God. The Tri une God dwells in us. Christ is in us, and
we in him. The Son has made us free, and we are free in deed. John 8:36.
We are made par tak ers of the di vine na ture. 2 Pet. 1:4. In this sense we are
spir i tu ally kings, of royal de scent and birth, pos sess ing royal pre rog a tives
and pow ers.

This roy alty dif fers com pletely from the do min ion over the lower crea- 
ture world orig i nally given to man in cre ation. Sin has marred this do min ion
so that now it is only par tial. Man yields even tu ally to the forces of na ture,
and his body suc cumbs in death. The real dif fer ence be tween man’s do min- 
ion and the Chris tian’s royal reign is that the for mer con sists merely of su- 
pe rior brain power and works in the world of na ture, while the lat ter con- 
sists of a new soul power and works in both the world of na ture and of the
spirit.

In the sec ond place, there is

Our Royal Power.

This is the spir i tual and eter nal power of the Word of God. The mo ment we
are re born by the Word of God (1 Pet. 1:23) that Word abides in us (1 John
3:9) and, be comes our pos ses sion. We are to be filled with it (Col. 3:16), to
live by it, to know all its power, and our selves also to use that power.

Need we de scribe the power of this Word? It is the sword of the Spirit,
Eph. 6:17. Re mem ber a king’s scepter must al ways be backed by his sword.
It is quick and pow er ful, di vid ing even soul and spirit, Heb. 4:12. It pulls
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down strongholds, casts down imag i na tions and ev ery high thing that ex al- 
teth it self against the knowl edge of God, and brings into cap tiv ity ev ery
thought to the obe di ence of Christ, 2 Cor. 10:4-5. As the Gospel this Word
is the power of God unto sal va tion, Rom. 1:16. When preached it seems
fool ish ness to the wise, but is none the less God’s power to save, 1 Cor.
1:18. It out lasts both heaven and earth, Matt. 24:35, and not one jot or tit tle
(one let ter or part of a let ter) shall re main un ful filled, Math. 5:18. And Je sus
him self gives us this mighty Word with all its power, John 17:5 and 14.

To pos sess this Word and power is to be spir i tu ally a king in deed, and to
use this power is to reign on earth.

When the hum blest Chris tian pro nounces a Word of God his pro nounce- 
ment will stand. Men may bring all the forces at their com mand against it,
all will be in vain — that hum ble Chris tian is bound to pre vail. If he con- 
demns un be lief, false hood, folly, and wicked ness, and the men who ad here
to these, that con dem na tion stands, a royal de cree that no hu man rage can
an nul. “He that is spir i tual jud geth all things, yet he him self is judged of no
man.” 1 Cor. 2:15. The saints shall judge the world, 1 Cor. 6:2, even an gels
them selves, verse 3. Like wise when a Chris tian, be he ever so slowly, com- 
mends re pen tance, faith, the truth of God, and the virtues and good works
of faith, and the men who ac cept these, that com men da tion will stand, again
a royal de cree that no hu man de nial and ridicule can pos si bly an nul. We
reign with Christ when thus we use his Word.

In the third place,

Our Royal Ser vants

show that we are kings and reign as such.
St. Paul de clares 1 Cor 3:21-23, “All things are yours, whether Paul or

Apol los, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or
things to come; all are yours; and ye are Christ’s and Christ is God’s.” Did
ever any earthly king have such an ar ray of ser vants? Again, Rom. 8:29,
“He that spared not his own Son, but de liv ered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him also freely give us all things?” With all things as our ser- 
vants, our roy alty is be yond ques tion.

Here is the ser vice we re ceive from these count less ser vants of ours, “We
know that all things work to gether for good to them that love God,” etc.,
Rom. 8:28. Each, in its own way, ac cord ing to its ca pac ity and na ture, does
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us some “good,” brings us some ben e fit or ad van tage. It is as if this mul ti- 
tude of ser vants sur rounded us and on bended knees held out their pre cious
of fer ings to us. Some of these ser vants, like pain, loss, in jury, sick ness,
grief, and death, may at first have a strange look to us who do not know our
own roy alty suf fi ciently. It is God who com mis sions them all and makes
each one bring us some bless ing, so that as kings unto God we shall lack
noth ing.

The high est of these ser vants are the an gels. It ought to give us a new
and a truer con cep tion of our ex alted po si tion as kings that reign with
Christ, to learn that God’s an gels stoop down to serve us. “Are they not
min is ter ing spir its, sent forth to min is ter for them who shall be heirs of sal- 
va tion?” Heb. 1:14. Our high po si tion is in di cated by the ex pres sion “heirs
of sal va tion.” That this in cludes even our lit tle chil dren Je sus him self in di- 
cates when he tells us, “Their an gels do al ways be hold the face of my Fa- 
ther which is in heaven.” Matt. 18:10. We can es pe cially rely on their pro- 
tec tion in dan ger, for “the an gel of the Lord en cam peth round about them
that fear him and de liv ereth them,” Ps. 34:7. No earthly king ever had servi- 
tors so high and so mighty.

In the fourth place,

Our Royal Vic to ries

prove that we are truly kings.
In our royal priest hood we have many en e mies, all seek ing our spir i tual

de struc tion, but we tri umph over them all. All we need do is to re sist the
devil, and he flees from us, James 4:7. Born of God we over come the
world; in fact, our faith is the vic tory that over cometh the world, John 5:4.
Our own sin ful mem bers we mor tify, Col. 3:5, and the flesh with the af fec- 
tions and lusts we cru cify, Gal. 5:24. And thus we join in St. Paul’s vic tory
song. “I am per suaded that nei ther death, nor life, nor an gels, nor prin ci pal i- 
ties, nor pow ers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other crea ture, shall be able to sep a rate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Je sus our Lord.” Rom. 8:38-39.

We are thus kings in deed, but dur ing this life we are and re main un- 
crowned kings, wait ing for our crowns. St. Paul looked for ward to the
crown that was laid up for him, 2 Tim. 4:8. St. James calls the man blessed
who en dures temp ta tion, for he shall re ceive the promised crown of life
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from the Lord, James 1:12. St. Pe ter tells the pas tors who do their work well
that they shall re ceive from the Chief Shep herd a crown of glory that fadeth
not away, 1 Pet. 5:4. And Christ him self through St. John prom ises all who
are faith ful unto death the crown of life, Rev. 2:10; 3:11. What a won drous
coro na tion day that will be when the en tire roy alty of be liev ers will be as- 
sem bled be fore the throne of the King of kings to re ceive their heav enly
crowns at his hands! To one he will say, “Have thou au thor ity over ten
cities!” and to an other, “Be thou also over five cities!” And we shall sit with
him in his throne (Rev. 3:21) and reign with him (2 Tim. 2:12) for ever.

In our wait ing to be crowned we are like Christ dur ing the days of his
low li ness. He was a King as he lay in the manger and as he hung on the
cross, an un crowned King. But in due time God glo ri fied him (John 17:1)
and crowned him with glory and honor (Heb. 2:9) at his own right hand. So
now we too wait, and the day of our coro na tion is not far off.

Our royal birth en ti tles us to reign.
Our royal power en ables us to reign, and by it we do reign.
Our royal ser vants show that we are wor thy be fore God to reign.
Our royal vic to ries glo rify our reign.
But from our royal birth on till our last royal vic tory, which is the vic tory

over death, our reign is “with Christ” alone. By his grace and gifts he is
ours, and by our faith we are his. Thus we share in his royal po si tion and
reign. The mo ment we lose him all our roy alty is gone.

Our Priestly Sac ri fice Through Christ.

What is there priestly about us Chris tians? And what priestly sac ri fices do
we bring?

First of all

Our Priestly Anoint ing.

It is Luther who again and again em pha sizes and ex plains that in our Bap- 
tism we are anointed by the Holy Spirit, and by that anoint ing are truly
made priests unto God. The very name “Chris tian” means “one who is
anointed,” and thus one who is a spir i tual priest.
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Luther bases this on the the doc trine of Bap tism. For Je sus calls Bap tism
the new birth of wa ter and the Spirit, John 3:5; and St. Paul says it is the
wash ing of re gen er a tion and re new ing of the Holy Ghost, Tit. 3:5. Thus it is
Bap tism through which we re ceive the “unc tion from the Holy Ghost,” 1
John 2:20; “and the anoint ing which ye have re ceived of him abideth in
you,” verse 27.

“God has anointed us,” 2 Cor. 1:21, and that makes us priests.
Looked at in an other way our Bap tism and new birth make us one with

Christ, our anointed High Priest. This union with him as Priest gives us
priestly char ac ter like wise. Luther, for this rea son, calls us “gen uine priest-
chil dren,” who in herit their very name “Chris tians” from “Christ” through
Bap tism and the faith that goes with it. Luther says that even St. Pe ter be- 
came a priest only in the same way as you and I, namely by be liev ing the
Gospel.

There fore Luther wants the name “priests” for us made as cur rent and
com mon as are the names “Chris tians” and “chil dren of God.” For we all
have in com mon one Bap tism and Gospel, one grace and in her i tance of
heaven, one Holy Spirit and one God the Fa ther and Lord Christ; and are all
one in him. He a Priest and we priests through him.

Our priestly anoint ing pro duced by Bap tism and faith goes to gether with

Our Priestly Pu rifi ca tion.

Be yond ques tion a true priest must be pu ri fied. As a priest he is to come
into the holy pres ence of God. How dare he do it with an un holy heart or
with un holy hands? Even of Christ it is said, “Such a High Priest be came
us, who is holy, harm less, un de filed, sep a rate from sin ners.” Heb. 7:26.
Also the sac ri fice he brought was with out spot or blem ish.

It is Christ him self who pu ri fies us as priests unto God and thus makes
us fit to stand in his holy pres ence.

“Christ loved the Church and gave him self for it, that he might sanc tify
and cleanse it with the wash ing of wa ter by the Word (Bap tism), that he
might present it to him self a glo ri ous Church, not hav ing spot or wrin kle or
any such thing, but that it should be holy and with out blem ish.” Eph. 5:25-
27.

This is the cleans ing that washes away all the stains and spots of sin, that
jus ti fies be fore God and par dons, that clothes us in “the robe of right eous- 
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ness” (Is. 61:10; 1 Cor. 1:30; 2 Cor. 5:21), so that with bold ness we may ap- 
proach the throne of grace (Heb. 4:16).

“Hav ing there fore bold ness to en ter into the holi est by the blood of Je- 
sus, …let us draw near with a true heart in full as sur ance of faith, hav ing
our hearts sprin kled from an evil con science and our bod ies washed with
pure wa ter.” Heb. 10:19 and 22. To draw near and en ter the holi est is to act
as a priest in God’s pres ence. Only he may do this who is sprin kled and
washed by the cleans ing of Bap tism.

Lest there be any mis un der stand ing let us em pha size the chief point. It is
the priestly pu rifi ca tion which Christ gives us that makes us priests and fits
us to stand be fore God. It is not the ho li ness of heart and life to which we
at tain. Only the for mer is per fect, the lat ter al ways has flaws.

Anointed and pu ri fied we are ready to bring unto God

Our Priestly Sac ri fice.

When Luther de scribes our work as priests he makes three parts, to teach, to
sac ri fice, to pray. Re ally there is only one part, namely to sac ri fice. Teach- 
ing and pray ing, and what ever else may be added, are all in cluded in this
one.

Only one who sac ri fices de serves the name “priest.” If one fails to sac ri- 
fice, he is ac tu ally not a priest.

This is true of Christ. He sac ri ficed him self for us — that made him a
priest. It is true even in false and erring re li gions. In some way they have
sac ri fices, and they who per form them are for this rea son called priests. So
our priestly func tion is to sac ri fice.

There are two kinds of sac ri fice, the bloody and the blood less, the sin-of- 
fer ing and the thank-of fer ing. The one is brought for the guilty sin ner; the
other by the par doned sin ner. We are able to bring only the lat ter unto God.

These two kinds of sac ri fice were used in the Old Tes ta ment, ac cord ing
to de tailed ar range ments made by God him self. In the New Tes ta ment there
is only one bloody sac ri fice for sin, that of Christ on the cross for the sins of
the world. The ef fect of this is eter nal, Heb. 9:12. We are to ren der the
blood less sac ri fices, which in the New Tes ta ment are all spir i tual.

No sac ri fice of ours can pos si bly re move sin.
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“Should my tears for ever flow,
 Should my zeal no lan guor know,
 This for sin could not atone;
 Thou must save, and Thou alone.”

In fact, no man in his sins dares ap proach the throne of God as a priest.
Only when our sin is re moved by Christ’s sac ri fice may we of fer sac ri fice
on our part. In fact, then we can not help but “of fer up spir i tual sac ri fices,
ac cept able to God by Je sus Christ.” 1 Pet. 2:5.

What are these spir i tual and ac cept able sac ri fices? We might give dif- 
fer ent lists, all quite sat is fac tory, as also oth ers have done. For our pur pose
it will be well to fol low St. Paul.

“Present your bod ies a liv ing sac ri fice, holy, ac cept able unto God, which
is your rea son able ser vice.” Rom. 12:1.

“And your mem bers as in stru ments of right eous ness unto God.” Rom.
6:13 “As ye have yielded your mem bers ser vants to un clean ness and to in- 
iq uity unto in iq uity; even so now yield your mem bers ser vants to right eous- 
ness unto ho li ness.” Rom. 6:19. St. Paul is com pre hen sive. This is the en tire
sac ri fice we are to make.

It is well to note that as Christ was Priest and Lamb (a bloody sac ri fice)
in one per son, so we too are to be priests and the sac ri fice (blood less and
liv ing in our case) in one per son. We, the priests, are to lay our selves, the
sac ri fice, on the al tar of God as a thankof fer ing.

We like wise ob serve that in bring ing the body and bod ily mem bers as a
sac ri fice to God the soul and mind are in vari ably in volved. Only a mind
trans formed and re newed (Rom. 12:2) is able to of fer the body unto God.
“Be ye re newed in the spirit of your mind.” Eph. 4:23. St. Paul is able to
call the body and its mem bers the sac ri fice, be cause the body is the in stru- 
ment through which the soul works in this earthly life.

Luther made a strange slip when in com ment ing on 1 Pet. 2:5 he con sid- 
ered the body we are to bring as the sac ri fice our old Adam. He puts it thus:
“what of the old Adam we have”; and in his dras tic way called it “the lazy
old ass.” No; God ac cepts no lazy old ass as an of fer ing. Take the old car- 
cass out and bury it! Not our sin ful na ture or our sin ful mem bers are fit to
be brought as a sac ri fice to God, only our sanc ti fied na ture and our sanc ti- 
fied mem bers; not the old Adam, but the new man in Christ Je sus.

Let us name some of these mem bers.
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Our hearts are to be filled with the Word of God. This means con tri tion,
a crush ing of the heart un der the sense of sin wrought by the Word. “The
sac ri fices of God are a bro ken spirit: a bro ken and a con trite heart, O God,
thou wilt not de spise.” Ps. 51:17. It means also a sure and joy ful trust
wrought by the Gospel prom ises of the Word. Our faith and its con fes sion
are “the sac ri fices of right eous ness” twice men tioned in the Psalms (4:5;
51:19), called “an of fer ing in right eous ness” in Mal. 3:3. And we must add
for the heart the will ing obe di ence of love which fol lows ev ery prompt ing
of the Word. Je sus him self makes it the test of love that we “keep his com- 
mand ments,” his “words,” and his “say ings,” John 14:21 and 23—24,
namely his Gospel be hests. Thus will we be “obe di ent chil dren,” 1 Pet.
1:14-15, fur nish ing the proof “whether ye be obe di ent in all things,” 2 Cor.
2:9.

Since the heart, in Scrip ture lan guage, is the cen tral or gan of the soul or
spirit, gov ern ing all our think ing, feel ing, and will ing, to sac ri fice the heart
unto God re ally in cludes all other sac ri fice, the of fer ing to God of our
whole be ing.

Our ears are to hear the Word of God, and like gate ways to let that Word
go down into our hearts. We are to re joice in hear ing ev ery good thing, and
to grieve when we hear evil.

Our eyes are to look up to God, be hold his won der ful works, read his
Word, see with de light all that is good, be hold with sor row the evil.

Our lips are to speak the Word, and in all their speak ing be con trolled by
the Word. Our con ver sa tion is to be pure, ed i fy ing to the bearer, in fa vor of
all that is good, against ev ery thing wrong and base. This is the priestly
“teach ing” that Luther em pha sizes. Pe ti tions, re quests, thanks giv ing, praise,
and in ter ces sion are to rise to our lips. This is the priestly “pray ing” which
Luther makes prom i nent. Hosea 14:2 calls it “the calves of our lips.”

Our feet are to run the way of God’s com mand ments, Ps. 119:32, to walk
in the paths of right eous ness, Ps. 23:3, quick to per form the Lord’s er rands,
ever avoid ing the com pany and as sem bly of the un godly, Ps. 1:1.

Our hands are to fold in prayer. They are to bring will ing of fer ings of
our sub stance to God, for the work of his Church and for alms and char ity.
They are to per form count less deeds of love, kind ness, and all Chris tian
virtues, for the ben e fit of men and for the glory of God.

When sick ness and suf fer ing pros trate our body the spe cial op por tu nity
comes to us to of fer the sac ri fice of hum ble sub mis sion to the will of God,
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of pa tient en durance in af flic tion, and of full re liance on his Word for com- 
fort and strength con stantly cling ing to him in trust ful prayer.

There are still higher lev els to which God lifts us in sac ri fic ing our selves
unto him. In this wicked world we must suf fer when we boldly con fess his
Word and refuse to deny some part, or even all of it, at the be hest of men.
That may mean the loss of po si tion, of the good will and fa vor of men, of
in come and money, of a good name, of honor that we might have had, and
of other ad van tages. To lose these things for Christ’s sake is to bring to him
some of the high est sac ri fices of which we are ca pa ble. They are priests in- 
deed who re joice to lay such of fer ings at the Sav ior’s feet.

The Bible speaks of these sac ri fices in the high est terms, link ing them
with Christ’s own suf fer ings. St. Paul calls them “the fel low ship of his suf- 
fer ings,” namely Christ’s, Phil. 3:10. He says, such suf fer ings “fill up that
which is be hind of the af flic tions of Christ,” Col. 1:24. He even de scribes
the Chris tians who suf fer thus for Christ’s sake as “al ways bear ing about in
the body the dy ing of the Lord Je sus, that the life also of Je sus might be
made man i fest in our body,” 2 Cor. 4:10.

The crown of this sac ri fice is mar tyr dom for Christ and the Word of his
tes ti mony. Stephen was the first who brought the sac ri fice of his life for his
Lord. The Lord him self stood forth to re ceive his soul. The rage of Saul
added oth ers whose names are known only in heaven. Herod slew James the
brother of John with the sword. Acts 12:2. Read Heb. ll:35 etc. “And I saw
the souls of them that were be headed for the wit ness of Je sus, and for the
Word of God, and which had not wor shipped the beast, nei ther his im age,
nei ther had re ceived his mark upon their fore heads, or in their hands; and
they lived and reigned with Christ a thou sand years.” Rev. 20:4.

Thus all through our lives in ever vary ing ways by means of our bod ies,
some times even by bod ily suf fer ing and death, we are to “show forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of dark ness into his mar velous
light,” 1 Pet. 2:9. His “praises” are his virtues and ex cel len cies, all that ren- 
ders him great and blessed to us who know what he has done for us. There
is no higher func tion of which we are ca pa ble in this earthly life than to glo- 
rify God in our mor tal flesh (or bod ies), 2 Cor. 4:11. To ren der this ac cept- 
able sac ri fice of our selves unto God makes us in deed a royal priest hood,
and we shall stand for ever in the pres ence of our God.



32

Priests and Pas tors

WHAT IS THE RE LA TION of the royal priest hood of be liev ers to the of fice of
the holy min istry?

Luther al ready faced this ques tion and gave it the cor rect an swer.
When he be gan the work of Ref or ma tion the mem bers of the church had

been robbed of their royal priest hood. In ad di tion they were placed in com- 
plete sub jec tion to a spu ri ous hi er ar chi cal or der of priests at whose head
stood the pope. There was thus a dou ble per ver sion fa tally in ter locked. The
gen uine priest hood, spir i tual in its na ture, had been can celed and lost; and
over the church thus de graded there was reared a false ec cle si as ti cal or der
of priests with out war rant from the Lord.

By means of the Bible Luther re gained for the church the spir i tual priest- 
hood of her mem bers and also true evan gel i cal pas tors in stead of ec cle si as- 
ti cal priests.

Al most im me di ately a new per ver sion arose. Fa nat i cal sects be gan to
abuse Luther’s own teach ing on the uni ver sal priest hood of be liev ers. Be- 
cause the Word of God is given to all be liev ers alike as kings and priests,
these fa nat ics, gen er ally known as Schwaer mer, con cluded that no fur ther
au thor ity was needed for any man who felt the im pulse thereto, to preach
and teach pub licly. They de nied that one must have a call from a Chris tian
con gre ga tion be fore as sum ing the work that be longs to the pas tors in the
Church. The re sult was all man ner of con fu sion and grave abuses where
these ideas pre vailed dur ing Ref or ma tion times.

In a later age the so-called Pietists were af fected by the same er ror. They
laid a mor bid stress on piety and ho li ness. The or ga nized work of Chris tian
con gre ga tions un der prop erly called pas tors was largely de spised. Those
who were con vinced of their own ho li ness met in so-called “con ven ti cles,”
ex clu sive gath er ings where they ex pounded the Word in their own fash ion
and prayed in a way they deemed truly spir i tual. They imag ined their uni- 
ver sal priest hood was enough, and had lit tle use for pas tors, ex cept such as
fell in with their sup pos edly “spir i tual” ways.
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The ex treme in this re spect is reached by the Quak ers, and oth ers like
them, who have abol ished the of fice of the min istry en tirely in their midst,
and de pend upon the Spirit to move in di vid ual mem bers to speak in their
meet ings.

A va ri ety of other wrong ideas has ap peared from time to time re gard ing
the priest hood of be liev ers and the min istry, per sist ing even to the present.
Ei ther the min istry is un duly el e vated and made too in de pen dent of the con- 
gre ga tions, or its rights and pow ers are con founded with those of the uni- 
ver sal priest hood and robbed of their dis tinc tive ness.

For us to ex er cise prop erly the royal priest hood which Christ has be- 
stowed upon the mem bers of his Church, we must know, first of all, the dif- 
fer ence be tween this priest hood and the holy min istry, and sec ondly, the
real re la tion of these two to each other.

The dif fer ence may be put into two words:

Pri vate — Pub lic.

The uni ver sal priest hood is ex er cised only in a pri vate way. The pas toral of- 
fice in Chris tian con gre ga tions is ex er cised only in a pub lic way.

To make this dif fer ence still clearer we may add the point on which it re- 
ally turns. This is the con gre ga tional call. He who has this call is a pas tor,
and the work he does by au thor ity of this call is for that very rea son termed
pub lic. All oth ers in the Church, who have no such call, are not pas tors; and
the work done on the strength only of the uni ver sal priest hood is for this
very rea son termed pri vate. Thus it is

The Call

that dis tin guishes be tween priests and pas tors.
A few il lus tra tions may aid us.
A Chris tian fam ily as sem bles for fam ily wor ship — as in deed all Chris- 

tian fam i lies ought to do. It may be a large fam ily, with a goodly num ber of
chil dren, some ser vants, and per haps sev eral vis i tors. The fa ther as the head
of the fam ily con ducts the wor ship. Let us say that he reads from the Bible
and of fers a prayer, one from a de vo tional book, or one freely spo ken by
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him self. He is act ing as a royal priest. So are all those en gaged in the wor- 
ship with him, down to the lit tle chil dren. Be cause the royal priest hood is
wholly suf fi cient for what the fa ther does in this ser vice, as well as for what
the oth ers do, there fore the en tire pro ceed ing is pri vate. It is all just be tween
the Lord and that fa ther and his fam ily. There is no con gre ga tional call, and
noth ing is done in com pli ance with such a call.

One of the mem bers of the Church is se ri ously ill. Let us say, it is a
child. The mother kneels at the bed side and pours out her heart in prayer to
God. Let us say it is an older per son. A few anx ious friends come in. Be fore
they leave, one of them reads a few verses from the Bible and adds a short
prayer. Here again the wor ship is pri vate. All the rights used are those of the
uni ver sal priest hood, none of them those of the pas toral call.

A cou ple of fam i lies in the same town find no church of their own that
they can reach. They meet on Sun day in one of the homes and ar range a lit- 
tle Sun day School, per haps with the chil dren in one class, and the grown
peo ple in an other. When Sun day School is ended they have a short ser vice.
One of the men reads the liturgy, an nounces the hymns, and reads the ser- 
mon for the day from some good ser mon book. What is this but a beau ti ful
ex er cise of the royal priest hood? Yet it is all prop erly termed pri vate, for no
pas toral call is in volved.

Would that we had more of this blessed ex er cise of the uni ver sal priest- 
hood among our mem bers! We have pic tured only a few sam ples; there are
many more that could be sketched. The last ex am ple should be es pe cially
noted. It shows how many a mis sion might be started, with a mis sion pas tor
fi nally tak ing charge — in each town a pre cious nu cleus with power like a
seed to grow in def i nitely.

But here is a pas tor busy with the labors laid upon him by the call from
his con gre ga tion. He vis its the sick, reads the Scrip tures to them, adds per- 
haps a few words of help ful ex pla na tion, and ends with a prayer. In it self it
may all be very much like the min is tra tion of one of his own mem bers for
one that is sick. Yet there is a dif fer ence. The pas tor’s act is pub lic, be cause
it is per formed un der the obli ga tion of his call from the con gre ga tion. There
may be present only the sick per son and the at ten dant, and even the at ten- 
dant may re main in an other room, leav ing the pas tor and the pa tient al to- 
gether alone. The pas tor’s act is of fi cial, a part of his call, and thus pub lic.

There is lit tle dif fi culty in per ceiv ing this when the pas tor leads his Sun- 
day School, con ducts the ser vices of the con gre ga tion and preaches from
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the pul pit. We all know that he does these things be cause the con gre ga tion
has called him to do them. He acts as their rep re sen ta tive, by virtue of the
au thor ity they have con ferred upon him.

Thus it is the call that makes the dif fer ence be tween the uni ver sal priest- 
hood and the Chris tian min istry.

Now let us look at the re la tion of the two to each other.
In giv ing the Word of God to the mem bers of the Church the Lord has a

dou ble pur pose.
First of all, he wants each of us to use that Word pri vately for the spir i- 

tual ben e fit of him self and oth ers. This is our royal and priestly pre rog a tive.
Each of us, with out dis tinc tion of age or sex, is freely to go to the Lord in
his Word and there take di rectly from his own hand for him self and for oth- 
ers all the trea sures of the Lord’s grace. No one dare thrust him self be tween
us and the Lord in this use of the Word. No one dare force us to come to
him first, to re ceive from him what the Lord would give us or what the Lord
would ask of us. Any at tempt of this kind is an at tempt to take from us our
priestly rights be fore God.

In the sec ond place, the Lord wants his Word pro claimed and ap plied
pub licly. As a royal priest hood we are to as sem ble for united pub lic wor- 
ship. The apos tles them selves have shown us how this is to be done. The
Word is to be read, taught and preached in pub lic to us all. Our re sponse is
to be one of praise, con fes sion, prayer, and of fer ings, thus show ing in ev ery
way our grat i tude for that Word and our ap pre ci a tion of its bless ings. Ev ery
lo cal ity where this pub lic wor ship is es tab lished is thus to be come a spir i- 
tual cen ter from which the Word with its bless ings ra di ates and reaches out
into the com mu nity to win oth ers unto faith in Christ. And from these cen- 
ters mes sen gers of the Word are to be sent out to other lo cal i ties, near and
far away, to plant the Gospel there and found new Chris tian con gre ga tions.
In this too the apos tles have shown us the way.

When thus we see the mem bers of the royal priest hood gath ered to gether
in all the dif fer ent lo cal i ties in

Chris tian Con gre ga tions,

we are on the way to un der stand how the royal priest hood and the Chris tian
min istry are re lated to each other.
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Only by act ing con jointly, by band ing to gether in con gre ga tions, are we,
the mem bers of the Church, able to main tain pub lic wor ship and the preach- 
ing of the Word. This pub lic use of the Word, and all that goes with it, is
ours, not as so many sep a rate priests of God, but in the very na ture of the
case as col lec tive bod ies, each group alike part of the royal priest hood.

In Matt. 28:19-20 the Lord bids us make dis ci ples of all na tions by
means of Bap tism and the teach ing of his Word. In Mark 16:15-16 he tells
us to preach the Gospel to ev ery crea ture, and prom ises that all who be lieve
and are bap tized shall be saved.

Did he mean that we should do this in di vid u ally? Am I to go and win a
soul here and there, and you like wise — each of us stand ing and work ing
by him self, and each of the souls we win in turn stand ing and work ing
alone? We have our an swer on the day of Pen te cost. On that day 3,000 souls
were con verted and bap tized, and at once they formed one body, a Chris tian
con gre ga tion, the mother church of Chris ten dom. All the mem bers held to- 
gether in close fel low ship. And in their midst the doc trine of the apos tles
was preached, the Sacra ments were ad min is tered, and there was pub lic wor- 
ship. Acts 2:42 etc.

And it was by this pub lic use of the Word that this first con gre ga tion
grew in a most re mark able way. Start ing with 3,000 souls, soon there were
5,000 men, not count ing the women and chil dren, Acts 4:4. A lit tle later
there were so many that Luke at tempts no count, but sim ply re ports how
“mul ti tudes both of men and women” were added, Acts 5:14, and even “a
great com pany of the (Jew ish) priests were obe di ent to the faith,” Acts 6:7.

And this is the story all through the days of the apos tles. Ev ery where the
be liev ers gath ered to gether and formed con gre ga tions. There was one at
Rome, at Corinth, a num ber in Gala tia, one in Eph esus, in Philippi, in
Colos sae, etc. We can not men tion them all here. The Lord him self sent brief
let ters to seven of them lo cated in Asia Mi nor, Rev. 2 etc.

Now the one out stand ing fea ture of all of them is that they as sem ble
about the pub lic preach ing of the Word in pub lic wor ship. What the first
con gre ga tion in Jerusalem did all the rest did like wise. We see it in the his- 
tory that Luke has left us in the Acts, and in all the let ters the apos tles wrote
to these con gre ga tions, in par tic u lar also in the let ters St. Paul wrote to the
two pas tors Tim o thy and Ti tus.

While there is no spe cific com mand in the New Tes ta ment that be liev ers
are to form con gre ga tions, there is over whelm ing ev i dence that this is in- 
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deed the Lord’s will.
A con gre ga tion is a com pany of be liev ers joined to gether for main tain- 

ing pub lic preach ing and wor ship in their midst. In other words, it is the
royal priest hood in any one place jointly pro vid ing for the pub lic use of the
Word com mit ted unto them by the Lord. We need not trou ble about hyp- 
ocrites. They pre tend to be be liev ers, while at heart they are not. They do
not be long to the royal priest hood at all. At tached to a con gre ga tion, they
be long to it only out wardly. They re sem ble the bar na cles on a ship, or the
weeds in a wheat field.

This suf fices for con gre ga tions as once they came into be ing in the early
Church, and as we meet them in the record of the New Tes ta ment. As we
are placed in the royal priest hood of to day more must be said. We now see
var i ous non-Chris tian re li gious bod ies and also a num ber of Chris tian de- 
nom i na tions. They all have con gre ga tions. If we de sire to cover them all we
may say that a con gre ga tion is any group of re li gious peo ple united to main- 
tain pub lic wor ship of some kind or other. They are alike only in this one
point of keep ing up reg u lar pub lic wor ship. They are di vided by the great est

Con fes sional Dif fer ences.

Con gre ga tions that ei ther re ject or per vert the Lord’s teach ing al to gether are
plainly an tichris tian. Con gre ga tions that al ter more or less of the Lord’s
teach ing are still called Chris tian in a gen eral way if they re tain enough to
pro duce sav ing faith in Christ. Only those con gre ga tions that abide wholly
by the Lord’s teach ing in what they preach and in what they prac tice are
Chris tian in the full sense of the word. A mark of the lat ter is that noth ing
they pro claim or do hin ders men from com ing to Christ or dis turbs their
con nec tion with him.

It ought to be very plain that you and I as mem bers of the royal priest- 
hood must be true to Christ and his Word in all things, and that there fore we
could re main only in a con gre ga tion that teaches men to ob serve all things
the Lord has com manded us, Matt. 28:20. If there is no con gre ga tion of this
kind within our reach where we may hap pen to live, we should do our ut- 
most to found one.

There are two ways of de ter min ing the real char ac ter of a con gre ga tion.
Nearly ev ery con gre ga tion forms an or ga ni za tion which has a writ ten con- 
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sti tu tion, rec og nized even by the au thor ity of the state. In that con sti tu tion
the con gre ga tion de clares what it be lieves and in tends to preach and teach.
This dec la ra tion is its con fes sion. By it we may know what kind of a con- 
gre ga tion it is.

Some times, how ever, the writ ten con fes sion is al lowed in whole or in
part to be come a dead let ter. There fore a sec ond test is added to the first.
We ex am ine what is ac tu ally preached and taught, what is ac tu ally prac ticed
and done. By means of these two tests the real char ac ter of any con gre ga- 
tion can safely be de ter mined.

The Lord him self has com bined the pub lic procla ma tion of his Word,
which he com mit ted to us as a royal priest hood, with the gift of

The Chris tian Min istry.

By means of this min istry we as the royal priest hood are to carry out the
Lord’s bid ding con cern ing all that be longs to the pub lic use of his Word.
Each con gre ga tion is to call and main tain in its midst a pas tor, and to him it
shall al lot the pub lic work of the Word. The Chris tian min istry is thus a di- 
vine in sti tu tion, an ar range ment which the Lord him self has made.

“He gave some, apos tles; and some, prophets; and some, evan ge lists;
and some, pas tors and teach ers.” Eph. 4:11. It is the Lord who made this
gift. It is to the Church that he made it, which means the royal priest hood of
be liev ers. And the gift con sists of the holy of fice of the min istry as we see it
in the work of the apos tles and oth ers, all work ing with the Word in pub lic.

The apos tles had an ex cep tional task in this re spect, for which rea son
also the Lord in per son ap pointed and trained them. They re ceived the gift
of di vine In spi ra tion, by which they were to fur nish the Church of all ages
the Lord’s Word and will in writ ten form. Thus we of the royal priest hood
are all “built upon the foun da tion of the apos tles and prophets, Je sus Christ
him self be ing the chief cor ner stone.” Eph. 2:20. We have the New Tes ta- 
ment from the apos tles. St. Mark and St. Luke, who wrote three of the
books of the New Tes ta ment, did their work in con junc tion with apos tles,
the for mer in con nec tion with St. Pe ter, the lat ter in con nec tion with
St. Paul.

The apos tles also had the spe cial duty of get ting the Church un der way
by gath er ing and or ga niz ing the first con gre ga tions and ar rang ing their
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work in de tail. We have a full ac count of how they did this in the his tor i cal
record of the Acts and in the let ters which they wrote to some of the first
con gre ga tions and sev eral in di vid u als, no tably the two pas tors Tim o thy and
Ti tus.

Be cause of this spe cial work they had the name “apos tles,” which means
am bas sadors. Since this work in the na ture of the case could be done only
once, there has been no suc ces sion of apos tles in the Church.

The rest of their work con tin ues to the present day. It is the gen eral work
of preach ing and ap ply ing the Word in pub lic. In this work the suc ces sors of
the apos tles are all true Chris tian pas tors.

It was the Lord’s own will which the apos tles car ried out when they in- 
duced the first con gre ga tions to choose such pas tors. St. Paul with the help
of Barn abas had the con gre ga tions they had gath ered in Gala tia se lect “el- 
ders,” which means pas tors, who were then or dained and given charge. Acts
14:25. St. Paul di rected Ti tus to do the same thing in the is land of Crete. Tit.
1:5. We know how Tim o thy was the pas tor at Eph esus, and how in two let- 
ters St. Paul di rected him as to the way in which he should do the work of
his of fice. The seven churches in Asia Mi nor, to whom the Lord ad dressed
brief let ters in Rev. 2 etc., all had their pas tors, termed “an gels” or mes sen- 
gers; and each was re spon si ble for the spir i tual con di tion of his con gre ga- 
tion.

Though these pas tors were al ways se lected and called by the con gre ga- 
tions, their of fice is con stantly termed di vine. When St. Paul said farewell
to the pas tors of Eph esus he told them that it was the Holy Ghost who had
made them pas tors of that con gre ga tion. Acts 20:28. In speak ing of pas tors
St. Paul counted him self among them and called them “the min is ters of
Christ and stew ards of the mys ter ies of God.” 1 Cor. 4:1. And in an other
place he spoke of them “as the min is ters of God.” 2 Cor. 6:4.

Thus did Christ es tab lish the Chris tian min istry. The royal priest hood of
be liev ers re ceived the gift of this holy of fice, so that by means of it they
might prop erly carry out the Lord’s will in the pub lic use of his Word.

The of fice be longs to us all as a gift from the Lord. Our own er ship of it
is one of our high pre rog a tives as priests unto God. We own it con jointly
and equally. It is no more yours than it is mine, or mine than it is yours. It
be longs to the chil dren in the con gre ga tion as much as to their par ents, to
the women as much as to the men. No one has a right to take it from us.
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It is yours and mine for us, to gether with the oth ers in our con gre ga tion
to fill, main tain, and sup port, not for any one of us of him self to as sume and
ex er cise. As royal priests we have

The Right To Call

a pas tor for our con gre ga tion. This means that we jointly elect one who is a
royal priest and has the nec es sary qual i fi ca tions, and thereby con fer upon
him the of fice which the Lord has in sti tuted for his Church and en trusted to
our care.

In a way this is like the pres i dency of our coun try. The pres i den tial of- 
fice be longs to the en tire na tion and ev ery cit i zen in it. Yet none of us has
the right of him self to act as pres i dent. By a gen eral elec tion one man is
cho sen and the of fice con ferred upon him. In this way we all who own the
pres i dency put the of fice into op er a tion and se cure a pres i dent for our- 
selves.

Here, how ever, we must note cer tain dif fer ences among the mem bers of
the royal priest hood.

From the small est to the great est all have iden ti cal rights. Yet babes and
chil dren, though kings and priests unto God as much as their el ders, can not
do what is very prop erly ex pected of grown peo ple. Na ture and bod ily de- 
vel op ment make a great dif fer ence. Sex of fers an other dif fer ence which in
im por tant re spects dare not be ig nored. The Lord chose no women apos tles,
al though in the royal priest hood as then con sti tuted there were most ex cel- 
lent women, such as Mary Mag da lene, Sa lome the mother of James and
John, and Mary of Bethany. When the apos tles car ried out the Lord’s will
they di rected no con gre ga tion to call a woman as a pas tor; and when they
laid down the req ui sites for the pas toral of fice, 1 Tim. 3; Tit. 1, these ap ply
only to men, not to women. Speak ing of dif fer ences, even sick ness and
health make a dif fer ence in what a royal priest may do in his holy call ing.

Be sides the nat u ral there are spir i tual dif fer ences. Par ents are to in struct
their chil dren, Eph. 6:4, not the chil dren their par ents. A brother who errs is
to be ad mon ished, Gal. 6:1, not vice versa. Some have the knowl edge and
gift of teach ing, and we gladly use them in the Sun day School; the oth ers
profit by join ing the classes. The women choose from the ablest of their sex
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such of fi cers as they need in their so ci eties, and all the women profit by
such a choice. So it is all along.

When it comes to the min istry, only the few men who are spe cially
trained and qual i fied are thought of for of fice — all oth ers are left out of
con sid er a tion. Usu ally too there is con sid er able de lib er a tion in mak ing this
im por tant choice.

The dif fer ences among the mem bers of the royal priest hood which we
have men tioned come out plainly when meet ings are held to trans act the
reg u lar busi ness of the con gre ga tion and any spe cial busi ness like that of
call ing a pas tor. Who of all those that have iden ti cal spir i tual rights in the
con gre ga tion shall at tend to this par tic u lar task? In other words, who shall
have voice and vote in these con gre ga tional meet ings?

Ev i dently the young and im ma ture can not take part. No body has ever
ex pected it. As far as abil ity goes the women might take part. Yet the fact
stands, that the apos tles who guided the Church un der the Lord’s own di rec- 
tion never com bined men and women in this work. As the hus band is the
head of his wife and of his fam ily, so the men are the lead ers in the man age- 
ment of the con gre ga tion. The Lord him self gave them that lead er ship
through his apos tles. They are the ones to act for all the rest when a pas tor
is to be called.

The Lord has never changed Gen. 3:16, where he laid down for all time
the prin ci ple, that the hus band shall rule the wife. Re peat edly the apos tles
tell us the same thing: “The hus band is the head of the wife.” Eph. 5:23.
She is to sub mit her self, Eph. 5:22; to rev er ence her hus band, Eph. 5:33.
“The head of the woman is the man.” 1 Cor. 11:3. For this rea son si lence is
en joined on the women in the Church, 1 Cor. 14:34, and they are to usurp
no au thor ity over the men, 1 Tim. 2:12-15.

The claim is made that this old ar range ment of the Lord does not ap ply
to our mod ern con di tions. Who ever says that sets up the prin ci ple that in
man ag ing the Church we are no longer to ask, What saith the Lord? but,
What do we think suits our mod ern con di tions? In other words, this means
that once the Lord di rected how things should be done, but now we di rect
them our selves?

Both men and women as priests of God should bow un ques tion ingly to
all of his di rec tions. We vi o late our priestly po si tion the mo ment we set
aside a sin gle ar range ment he has made. And we dou ble the wrong when
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first we do the un priestly thing, and then put it upon the Lord as if he had
au tho rized us.

There is all kinds of room in the con gre ga tion for the women to use their
priestly rights in ways that please the lord. In fact, there is usu ally more
work than there are saintly hands of women to do that work. What if the
men were to crowd them selves into the meet ings and ac tiv i ties of the
women on the plea of equal rights? Some things are not only wrong, they
are at the same time ridicu lous.

Priests though we all are, con tentions may nev er the less arise. The flesh
still clings to us, and the devil will not leave us alone. Now in all truth it is
bad enough for men to con tend with each other in a con gre ga tional meet ing.
To add the sex fac tor, men and women, per haps hus bands and wives and
daugh ters clash ing with each oth ers, makes the dam age far greater.

The Lord was wise in deed when he gave one head to a fam ily — any- 
thing with two heads is a mon stros ity. He was equally wise when, in stead of
a dou ble lead er ship by men and women, he gave the con gre ga tion a unit
lead er ship of men, and placed the in ter ests of the women in their care.
Happy the con gre ga tion where the men faith fully at tend to this their priestly
trust, en cour aged thereto by the women. So shall the Church pros per, and
the Lord be stow his fa vor.

To un der stand the re la tion be tween the royal priest hood and the of fice of
the min istry we must know

What The Call En trusts To The Pas tor.

It does not en trust to him any of the rights of the royal priest hood. All of us
re main priests as be fore, all of us have the same rights as be fore, all of us
rest un der the same obli ga tions as be fore. Our pre rog a tives and du ties in- 
here in our very na ture as spir i tual priests, hence they can not pos si bly be
trans ferred, ei ther to a pas tor, or to any one else.

Whether the pas torate be filled or be va cant does not change the royal
priest hood of the con gre ga tion one whit. As far as my spir i tual priest hood is
con cerned a pas tor takes noth ing from it, nor does he add any thing to it.

We all as priests own the pas toral of fice and the pow ers that be long to it
just as much when that of fice is filled as when for a while it is va cant. We
all as cit i zens own the pres i den tial of fice of our coun try and the pow ers that
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be long to it just as much when a pres i dent holds that of fice as when he hap- 
pens to die or is im peached.

We must not iden tify the royal priest hood and the Chris tian min istry.
They are two, not one. When I help call a pas tor I do not by that call trans- 
fer to him a part of my own royal priest hood. I keep all my cit i zen ship, and
hand over noth ing of it, when I vote for some man to be the pres i dent of my
coun try.

The call en trusts to the pas tor the pub lic preach ing of the Word. The
Sacra ments are part of the Word. So the call in cludes the pub lic ad min is tra- 
tion of the Sacra ments. The power to for give and to re tain sins, called the
Power of the Keys, in heres in the Word. So the call in cludes the pub lic ad- 
min is tra tion of this power. In ac cord with the Word all the af fairs of the
con gre ga tion and the lives of its mem bers are to be di rected. So the call in- 
cludes this di rec tion — the pas tor is to guide us jointly and singly ac cord ing
this Word.

Putting it sum mar ily, the call turns over to the pas tor all the pub lic work
con nected with the Word. It is the Work which rests on the whole con gre ga- 
tion, and which it can prop erly per form only by means of a rep re sen ta tive
who acts for the whole, namely a pas tor.

The pas tor who ac cepts a call re mains a royal priest as he was be fore.
His priest hood dif fers in no way from that of any per son in his con gre ga- 
tion. By his be com ing a pas tor it is nei ther in creased nor de creased. What
the call does is to give him the pas toral of fice and the work be long ing only
to that of fice. He now has two sets of rights and du ties, those of the royal
priest hood and those of the Chris tian min istry. The for mer, are his only as a
be liever, the lat ter only as pas tor. The for mer he ex er cises on his own be- 
half, the lat ter only on be half of the con gre ga tion whose call he holds.

No part of the royal priest hood of the mem bers in a con gre ga tion is
trans ferred by the call to a pas tor. The one thing that is trans ferred to him is
the of fice which Christ gave to his Church and which each con gre ga tion is
to put into op er a tion in its own midst.

It is Luther who in sisted on the bib li cal re quire ment that no man should
as sume the pas toral of fice or any part of it with out a proper call. “No man
taketh this honor unto him self, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.”
Heb. 5:4; Rom. 10:15. “Let all things be done de cently and in or der.” 1 Cor.
14:40. It would be the hight of dis or der for any one at plea sure to start
preach ing in pub lic. He would be snatch ing for him self what he could
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rightly ob tain only by an or derly call. If all were to act in this pre sump tu ous
and dis or derly fash ion there would be Ba bel in the Church.

While the point of or der is im por tant, it does not ex haust what lies in the
call. Luther in sisted that the chief thing about the call is that the Lord has
ar ranged it. The call is di vine be cause the min istry is a di vine in sti tu tion.
When a pas tor works un der a proper con gre ga tional call, the Lord’s will is
done. That is the chief thing. The con gre ga tion is built up spir i tu ally and
nu mer i cally. That is the sec ond chief thing. In ad di tion there is Chris tian or- 
der.

When a babe is in im mi nent dan ger of death any royal priest in the con- 
gre ga tion may bap tize it. One of the men should do it; if there is none, one
of the women should step in. Like wise where a mem ber is de pressed un der
the sense of sin any brother or sis ter may of fer the con so la tion of the
Gospel, and in the name of Christ be stow the ab so lu tion or for give ness of
sin. In nei ther case is there an in ter fer ence with the work of the min istry, be- 
cause the royal priest hood in cludes the nec es sary power.

When a pas tor ar rives he can only en dorse what has been done and add
his pas toral as sur ance.

Yet the royal priest hood does not en ti tle its mem bers to ad min is ter Com- 
mu nion to one who is near death’s door when no pas tor is at hand. The ne- 
ces sity of Bap tism for a dy ing babe is far greater than the ne ces sity of Com- 
mu nion for a dy ing adult mem ber of the Church. For the babe Bap tism is
the only means of sal va tion. Dy ing un bap tized it would die with out any
means of sal va tion. The dy ing adult has had the Word and the Holy Sup per
in the past, and his Chris tian friends may bring him the Word to the very
last. There is thus abun dant con so la tion. Then, too, the ad min is tra tion of the
sec ond sacra ment is more com pli cated than that of the first. This also has
de cided the Church to place it only in the hands of com pe tent pas tors.

There re mains for us to ex am ine

The Re spon si bil ity Of Priests And Pas tors

in re la tion to the Lord and each other.
As royal priests, stand ing ever in the pres ence of our Lord we are wholly

and di rectly re spon si ble to him. We may do noth ing ei ther pri vately or con- 
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jointly in a con gre ga tional meet ing that is not in ac cord with his will and
Word. And we must do what ever he en joins upon us.

No pas tor, and no church body, what ever its size, is able to dis pense a
sin gle, royal priest from a sin gle Word of the Lord.

Ev ery pas tor is dou bly re spon si ble to the Lord, first as a royal priest,
sec ondly as a di vinely called min is ter. Heb. 13:17. Read Rev. 2 and 3 and
note how the Lord holds the seven pas tors of the seven churches in Asia
Mi nor re spon si ble to him self. A pas tor dare preach and teach only in har- 
mony with the Word, and all his other work must equally agree with that
Word.

No con gre ga tion how ever large, and no church body how ever pow er ful,
is able to re lease a sin gle pas tor from a sin gle Word of the Lord.

It is not enough that we as priests and as pas tors merely in tend con sci en- 
tiously to fol low the Word. It is not enough that in our meet ings we merely
re solve to obey the Word. We must ac tu ally do the Word. “If ye keep my
com mand ments, ye shall abide in my love,” — it is the only way. John
15:10; 14, 15 and 21 and 23. Deut. 18:19; Acts 3:23. It is a strik ing and true
say ing that the way to hell is paved with good res o lu tions, those made but
not kept.

The Lord par dons ig no rance, weak ness, er ror, and many a fault where
there is a con trite heart. Will he par don plain con tra dic tions of his Word,
con tin ued dis obe di ence, per ver sions due to worldly mo tives such as self-in- 
ter est, pop u lar de mands, and the like? Can he par don when such de vi a tions
are ac tu ally made in his holy Name and loudly de fended as the true sense of
his Word?

The royal priests in a con gre ga tion are re spon si ble to their pas tor. But
only when that pas tor brings them the Word. “Re mem ber them which have
the rule over you, who have spo ken unto you the Word of God,” etc. Heb.
13:7; also 17. If a pas tor of fers as the Word what is not the Word, we must
re sist and never yield. Gal. 1:7-9. If we must mark and avoid those who
among the mem bers cause di vi sions and of fenses con trary to the doc trine
we have learned from the apos tles, Rom. 16:17, how much more must we
re sist and avoid a pas tor who does this kind of thing? 2 John 10; Jude 3.

The pas tor is re spon si ble to his con gre ga tion. He has re ceived his call
from them. But his re spon si bil ity is only sec on dar ily to his con gre ga tion, it
is pri mar ily to the Lord. He has re ceived his call from the Lord through the
con gre ga tion. If the con gre ga tion or any part of it make de mands con trary
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to the Lord and his Word, the pas tor must re sist in the name of the Lord. He
must re mind his peo ple that they as priests and he as pas tor are equally re- 
spon si ble to the Lord and dare not swerve from his Word. He dare not yield,
though it cost him his of fice and liv ing.

The min istry is to aid the priest hood in all things spir i tual. We need our
pas tors in count less ways, es pe cially at crit i cal times in our lives. Faith ful
and zeal ous pas tors are one of the Lord’s great gifts to the Church. Woe to
those who make the lives and work of such pas tors hard. “Obey them that
have the rule over you, and sub mit your selves: for they watch for your
souls, as they that must give ac count, that they may do it with joy, and not
with grief: for that is un prof itable for you.” Heb. 13:17.

The priest hood is to en cour age the min is ter in all his faith ful work. Read
the greet ings St. Paul added in his let ter to the Ro mans, ch. 16, and note
how he speaks of those who had helped him and the Church in their labors.
“Let him that is taught in the Word com mu ni cate unto him that tea cheth in
all good things.” Gal. 6:6. As royal priests our obli ga tion is to share our
earthly wealth with our pas tors. St. Paul writes, “If we have sown unto you
spir i tual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your car nal things? …
Even so hath the Lord or dained that they which preach the Gospel should
live of the Gospel.” 1 Cor. 9:11 and 14. But love is more than money or a
good salary. Love means loyal hearts, sup port by word and deed in the great
work, and the kindly ap pre ci a tion which turns the pas tor’s hard est la bor into
joy.

When the Lord dic tated to St John his brief let ter to the pas tor and con- 
gre ga tion in Phil a del phia in Asia Mi nor, Rev. 3:7—13, he had only com- 
men da tion for both. Phil a del phia thus stands for all time as a model for the
right re la tion of priests and pas tor to each other.
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Priests and the Book

WE MIGHT HEAD THIS CHAP TER “The Lay man and his Bible.” It will also
have to treat of the royal priest hood in con nec tion with the right of pri vate
judg ment.

Has the lay man the right to use the Bible?
May he own it and study it with out re stric tion?
Is he en ti tled to use it for his de vo tions, to ed ify his soul, strengthen his

faith, in crease his ho li ness?
Dare he also use the Bible to test what is preached to him by the church,

by the clergy, and by his own pas tor?
We use the terms “lay man” and “clergy” here, be cause they are cus tom- 

ary in this con nec tion. It is quite the same when we ask,
Has the royal priest hood the right to full and un re stricted use of the

Bible?
Dare we as kings and priests unto God freely study his Word and by it

test with out in ter fer ence all that meets us in side and out side the Church?
Some may think these ques tions rather use less, be cause we all not only

have our Bibles to day, but are even ad mon ished to make the fullest use of
them. Nor has any body ever in ter fered with us in this mat ter. As for our- 
selves all that we usu ally feel in this re gard is that we have been re miss in
our use of the Sa cred Book.

Yet so far from use less are these ques tions that they are re ally vi tal in the
high est de gree.

In the first place, our right to the Bible has long been au thor i ta tively de- 
nied. It cost the se vere strug gle of the Ref or ma tion for us to be free to use
our Bibles as we do now. Those who are still un der the pa pacy have this lib- 
erty de nied them to day, or have it heav ily re stricted. We must know these
things, so that we may ap pre ci ate what it means for us to have the Bible in
our own hands, and what a bless ing it is for all of us to use it with com- 
pletest free dom.
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In the sec ond place our right has been all along, and is still, in ter fered
with by false au thor i ties.

Some of these au thor i ties are ec cle si as ti cal. They mis read the Bible
badly on most im por tant points, and then in sist that all of us ought to mis- 
read it in the same way. They re sist all ef forts to cor rect them, split ting up
the Chris tians into dif fer ent sec tions, these of ten con tend ing against each
other. Some of these per ver sions ac tu ally empty out all the sav ing con tents
of the Bible, so that all who heed such au thor ity lose the very sub stance of
the Chris tian faith and cease to be mem bers of the royal priest hood al to- 
gether.

Again these au thor i ties are sec u lar, headed by men learned in phi los o phy
and sci ence. They de mand that their de struc tive in ter pre ta tions be put upon
what the Bible says. Many of them flatly re ject en tire parts of the Book, and
some cast it aside al to gether as en tirely with out value. And then they in sist
with the strong est kind of pres sure that we must all yield to them and do
just as they do.

Cer tainly, they say, you may read your Bible if you want to! But un der- 
stand what you read as we tell you to! If you dare to un der stand it just as it
ac tu ally reads, you are ig no rant, nar row-minded, in con flict with rea son,
me dieval, dead-or tho dox, un pro gres sive, un sci en tific, hope lessly be hind
mod ern schol ar ship!

And they say these things with an air so lofty and su pe rior as if they
them selves were al most gods. Su per cil iously they look down upon us as if
we were to be pitied for be ing so child ish as still to take the Bible at its
word. Act ing so lordly they ac tu ally at times make us feel lit tle and cheap,
un til a look at the Word again re as sures us. All their lit tle ar rows and pop- 
guns will never de mol ish what the great states man Glad stone sig nif i cantly
called “the Im preg nable Rock of Holy Scrip ture.”

Many who do not re ally know the Bible are im pressed. The dam age is
great among the cal low stu dents in High Schools and Col leges. They al low
their pre cious priestly rights to be badly in vaded, and only too of ten to be
snatched away en tirely. They let one or more of these false au thor i ties step
be tween them and their God as he would meet them in the Bible. In stead of
tak ing God’s own words from his own mouth as he ut ters them in the Bible,
they let one or the other of these ec cle si as ti cal or sec u lar au thor i ties twist
his words, or ac tu ally deny his words, and per haps all too late dis cover the
das tardly and deadly wrong that has been done them.
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There is thus only too much rea son for us to in ves ti gate and learn all we
can about

Our Sa cred And Priestly Right To The Bible.

The re sult for us should be the most pow er ful im pulse to hold fast our right
and to ex er cise it to the limit of our abil i ties. It should be an im pulse far
more ef fec tive than all the or di nary ad mo ni tions we re ceive to read and
study our Bible.

Let us re peat it — a king has no one above him but God, and a priest has
no one be tween him and God. Ev ery royal priest among us has full and free
ac cess to God. He has the right to go to God di rectly, to deal with God in
his own per son.

No body in the whole world dare say, You must first come to me, and I
will tell you what God has to say to you, or whether he has any thing to say
to you at all! Who ever at tempts such a thing snatches your king ship away
and makes him self a king over you, turn ing you into a slave. He robs you of
your priest hood and makes him self a priest over you, turn ing you into a
priest-rid den dupe. It is the most un godly busi ness that has ever been done
ei ther in side or out side of the Church.

You have a sam ple of it in your first mother. Eve had God’s own word
from his own mouth, not to eat of the for bid den tree. Sa tan in ter posed him- 
self be tween God and her. He ques tioned the word that God had spo ken,
Did God re ally say that? Then he al tered the word and de nied that Adam
and Eve would die if they ate of the tree. Thus our first par ents fell. Sa tan
thrust him self be tween them and God’s Word.

Sa tan has had many agents among men. Among them the Phar isees
stand out in the New Tes ta ment. Hear Je sus, “Woe unto you, scribes and
Phar isees, hyp ocrites! for ye shut up the king dom of heaven against men:
for ye nei ther go in your selves, nei ther suf fer ye them that are en ter ing to go
in.” Matt. 23:13. How did they keep men out? By fal si fy ing God’s Word.
By thrust ing them selves and their self-made rules and reg u la tions in be- 
tween men and God’s Word.

At all haz ard we must guard our king ship and priest hood. Let no man
touch the royal crown and priestly robe given us by God in Bap tism. And
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the one and only way to keep our royal and priestly right in tact and un in- 
jured is to ex er cise it con stantly and in the fullest de gree.

Here on earth there is one place where we as royal priests meet God face
to face. That place is the Bible. When you open the Book you ac tu ally open
the door to God’s pres ence. When you read any part of that Book you hear
God’s own voice speak ing to you. Ev ery thought, feel ing, vo li tion that stirs
in your heart as you hear that voice of God is your an swer to God. It is both
a kingly and priestly act in which you thus en gage. And among all the
unim por tant acts in which men en gage there is none so high, so sa cred, and
there fore so blessed.

It is God him self who grants us this supreme right to meet him face to
face in his Word. Ev ery book in the Bible was writ ten for us to read, study,
and ap ply. The prophets re minded all the peo ple of all the words God had
up to that time spo ken unto them. “Hear, O Is rael!” God him self ex claims.
Deut. 6:4. He even threat ens, “Whoso ever will not hear ken unto my
words… I will re quire it of him.” Deut. 18:19.

Can there be any thing plainer than Je sus’ own com mand, “Search the
Scrip tures!” John 5:39. When the rich man in hell dared to sug gest a dif fer- 
ent au thor ity, Je sus puts this an swer into Abra ham’s mouth, “They have
Moses and the prophets; let them hear them!” Luke 16:29. Why did the
Lord through St. Paul praise the Bere ans so highly? They “searched the
Scrip tures daily.” Acts 17:11.

The Psalmist was right, “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path.” Ps. 119:105. And again, “In thy light shall we see light.” Ps.
36:9.

Read the Bible from end to end, never is there any re stric tion or lim i ta- 
tion to this our royal priestly right. There is only the strong ad mo ni tion,
“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis dom!” Col. 3:16.

There is a mighty rea son for grant ing so great a right to us all. It is be- 
cause

Ev ery Per son Is Re spon si ble To God For His
Own Soul.

God cre ated your soul and gave it to you. It is yours, and yet it be longs to
God. As your Cre ator he can never re lin quish his right to you and your soul.
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In the end he is bound to re quire it of you. Luke 12:20. No body can pos si- 
bly change this.

Here we have the first rea son why God must, and al ways will, hold you
re spon si ble for your soul.

When sin came into the world and tore us away from God he re deemed
us. He gave the life and blood of his Only Be got ten Son as a price for your
soul. He pur chased and won it by pay ing that price. Your soul be longs to
God by a dou ble right, that of cre ation and that of re demp tion. Af ter pay ing
such a price God is most deeply con cerned about your soul. He must ask
what you are do ing, and in the end what you have done, with your soul. No- 
body, let him say or think what he pleases, can ever change this fact.

Here is the sec ond rea son why God must, and ever will, hold you re- 
spon si ble for your soul.

Are you leav ing your soul be nighted, in dark ness? Does it still wear the
devil’s shack les of sin as his slave? Do vices and pas sions de grade it in mire
and filth? Does it find its plea sures away from God in the far coun try of the
sin ful world? God holds you, ac count able.

Does your soul walk in the light of God? Are its eyes open to see the
blessed paths of right eous ness? Has the Son made your soul free? Has it
found its place among God’s own chil dren in the house of his Church? Is
your soul washed clean of all guilt by the blood of your Lord? Is it made
beau ti ful with Chris tian virtues and adorned with deeds that de light God? If
so, you will gladly make an swer, and never dream that you are not ac count- 
able to God.

If God had not given you a soul and had never re deemed your soul, then
only might you dis claim this re spon si bil ity for your soul and its con di tion.
Now you can not pos si bly do so.

All that we have said about our re spon si bil ity for our own souls ap plies
to men gen er ally. God judges our souls now, day by day. And there is com- 
ing the great fi nal day of judg ment for all the world when ev ery hu man be- 
ing must ap pear be fore Christ and an swer to him for his soul.

But all that we have said ap plies in a spe cial way to us who are kings
and priests unto God. We know of his cre ation and re demp tion. We meet
him face to face in his Word. “Unto whom so ever much is given, of him
shall be much re quired.” Luke 12:48. Our re spon si bil ity as a royal priest- 
hood is ac cord ing to our greater gifts.
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Each is re spon si ble for his own soul — a re spon si bil ity from which none
can ever free him self. And now we must add a sec ond re spon si bil ity. We
are all re spon si ble also for each other — you for my soul, and I for yours.
This is

Our Mu tual Re spon si bil ity.

This too, like the other, we can never shake off.
It is be cause none of us lives to him self, and none of us dies to him self.

We are in con stant con tact with each other. Whether we in tend it, de sire it,
or not, each of us in flu ences the other. And the supreme point of that con- 
tact and in flu ence is in the mat ter of our souls.

You ei ther help or hurt my soul, and I do the same thing, ei ther or, to
yours. Ei ther we lead one an other to the Word of God and its sal va tion, or
we bar each other from that Word. Ei ther we lift one an other out of the lies
of the devil and men, or we help to en tan gle each other in their meshes.

And for what we do to each other in this re spect God holds, and must
hold each of us re spon si ble. If I ruin my brother’s soul God will re quire my
brother’s blood at my hands. “Woe unto the world be cause of of fenses! …
Woe to that man by whom the of fense cometh!” Matt. 18:7.

Phys i cal mur der is a fright ful crime, but the mur der of a soul is still
more fright ful. Even ne glect to save where we can save is mur der. If I can
throw a rope to a drown ing man and fail to do it, I am guilty of his death. If
I see one reach ing for a bot tle of poi son un der the im pres sion that it is
medicine, and say and do noth ing, I am a poi soner. It is ex actly the same
with a soul that is drown ing or tak ing poi son.

This re spon si bil ity for the souls of oth ers is added to our re spon si bil ity
for our own souls. If I were not re spon si ble first of all for my own soul I
could not be held re spon si ble for your soul. The same is true of your re la- 
tion to me. It is thus that the two re spon si bil i ties are con nected to gether.

How God mea sures out this re spon si bil ity to each of us he has told us
suf fi ciently in his Word. “That ser vant which knew his lord’s will, and pre- 
pared not (him self), nei ther did ac cord ing to his will, shall be beaten with
many stripes. But he that knew not, and did com mit things wor thy of
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes.” Luke 12:47-48. “Whoso shall of- 
fend one of these lit tle ones which be lieve in me, it were bet ter that a mill- 
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stone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of
the sea.” Matt. 18:6.

Some things God has wisely with held. For there are ques tions, en tan gle- 
ments, and in tri ca cies con nected with our mu tual re spon si bil i ties which our
minds can not un ravel now. Only this is cer tain, when we at last see the so- 
lu tions we shall praise God for both his grace and his jus tice, for the so lu- 
tions will be ab so lutely per fect.

What about the hea then who have died with out ever hear ing his Word?
What about chil dren who die with out even the pos si bil ity of Bap tism? What
about col lec tive guilt, that of a na tion for in stance, a church body, a city, a
fam ily, and each in di vid ual’s share in it? God’s royal priest hood may well
leave these ques tions to him who alone has the obli ga tion to solve them.

Men have of ten made

The Ef fort To Shift The Re spon si bil ity

for their own and other men’s souls.
That is the old well known pa pal idea. A spu ri ous ec cle si as ti cal priest- 

hood comes and tells you, We are the re spon si ble peo ple. Place your soul
into our keep ing. We will in sure its safety. Do as we say. We will at tend to
ev ery thing. Do not try to in ves ti gate for your self. Let us de cide for you.

How many peo ple do you know who have in vested their money on sim i- 
lar as sur ances, and have mis er ably lost? Re spon si bil ity by proxy is a dan- 
ger ous thing even in or di nary hu man af fairs. It is fate ful in the af fairs of the
soul.

This pa pal scheme has its vari a tions, first, wher ever hu man rea son ing
has se cured con trol in the church, and sec ondly, wher ever hu man rea son ing
out side of the churches by means of its phi los o phy and sci en tific au thor ity
dic tates to the soul. We know, these men say, you must take our word "for
it. Our logic set tles the mat ter. Do as we say. You can not in ves ti gate as we
have done. Rest easy, and let us de cide for you.

Only too many are will ing to make such a shift. But can they — re ally?
On the day of judg ment will Christ ac cept them when they tell him that they
did not ex am ine his Word them selves, or did not be lieve it when they did
look at it, but lis tened to other voices in stead? And will Christ ex cuse them
for in flu enc ing oth ers, by word or ex am ple, to fol low the same kind of a
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course, be cause they thought it bet ter to lis ten to he rea son ings of men than
to study the Word?

The sim ple fact is, there is no real way to shift your re spon si bil ity. The
thing has been tried for ages, and men have imag ined that they have done it,
great or ga ni za tions even per suad ing them to that ef fect. Al ways God holds
you di rectly and per son ally re spon si ble. Not a sin gle soul es capes. The only
thing any one ever suc ceeds in is in fool ing him self that he has made the
shift. Sooner or later he finds that that is the empty sum of his suc cess.

For al ways and al ways your soul re mains your own. And al ways and al- 
ways any in flu ence you ex ert upon oth ers is also your own. These two you
sim ply can not change. To do so you would have to change your iden tity.
“Ev ery man shall bear his own bur den.” Gal. 6:5.

When the Judge calls your name you will not be able to send an other in
your place. If your soul has gone wrong you will suf fer. Oth ers may too, for
mis lead ing you. But you will suf fer first. If you have mis led oth ers, they
will of course suf fer. But you will cer tainly not es cape.

Adam and Eve lost Par adise. In stead of lis ten ing to God they lis tened to
the ser pent. They were re spon si ble, and they had to bear their re spon si bil ity.
Adam tried to shift his re spon si bil ity to Eve, and Eve to the ser pent. Did
they suc ceed? You know, they did not. To be sure the ser pent too was
cursed, but that did not free them in the least. The de ceived al ways suf fer
to gether with the de ceiver, when the fi nal ac count ing comes.

Try ing to shift the re spon si bil ity is bad, but ig nor ing it is, to say the
least, equally bad.

There are thou sands who pay no at ten tion at all to their souls. For all the
thought they give them they might as well have no souls at all. They treat
their own flesh and blood, and oth ers too, in the same way. Ev ery thing that
is spir i tual they avoid. If it is pressed upon them they fend it off. Some do it
with mock ery in a cyn i cal way. Pon tius Pi late was of this class, with his
fling, “What is truth?” King Agrippa was an other, with his su per cil ious
sneer, “Al most thou per suadest me to be a Chris tian,” mean ing to say, that
all St. Paul had said amounted to noth ing. Oth ers, like Fe lix, are more po lite
about it, “When I have a con ve nient sea son I will call for thee.” None of
them are in ter ested in the Great Sup per, and for ev ery in vi ta tion they re turn
an ex cuse.

There is no sight more ap palling than this of souls left to drift through
life with never a thought ex pended upon them — hu man be ings eter nally
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re spon si ble, and act ing like brute beasts that know no re spon si bil ity. They
float down Ni a gara, throw ing the oars away, twin ing flow ers around their
heads and singing giddy songs, smil ing at the cries that warn them, trail ing
their fig ures in the quick en ing cur rent, un til it is — too late!

Go ahead, throw your re spon si bil ity on the ash pile! But can you — re- 
ally? “It is ap pointed unto men once to die, but af ter this the judg ment.”
Heb. 9:27.

Do not try to shift or ig nore your re spon si bil ity — meet it! But know
that there is

Only One Way To Meet Your Re spon si bil ity.

It is by means of the Bible. Or, stat ing it more com pletely, by mak ing use of
your priestly right to see for your self what God has to say to you re gard ing
your own soul and the souls of oth ers.

As long as you fail to use this right, or let some one pre vent you from us- 
ing it, you are not meet ing your priestly re spon si bil ity to God, and when
called to ac count will stand self-con demned.

The blessed thing is that the God who judges you to day, and will judge
you at the last day, has fully told in the Bible how you may be safe in that
judg ment. -He has done more. In the Bible he him self comes to you to
make you safe, and to let you en joy now al ready all the com fort, as sur ance,
and joy that safety gives.

This, then, is God’s way for you to meet your re spon si bil ity. There is no
other way. Meet ing it so, it will in deed be met. As a king with no body
above you but God and as a priest with no body be tween you and God, he
wants to meet you in his Word, speak to you, reach out the hand of his love
and grace to you, and by that love and grace make you safe for ever.

It is an other way of say ing that he wants you to ex er cise your priestly

Right Of Pri vate Judg ment,

So per son ally to him in his Word, hear and judge your self what he has to
tell and to give you.
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We call it “pri vate” judg ment in dis tinc tion from the of fi cial judg ments
of the clergy or some or ga nized church body. “Pri vate” too, as for your own
soul, where the clergy and the church body act of fi cially for oth ers.

We must know that Luther and the Ref or ma tion se cured three im mense
bless ings for us, those orig i nally given to the Church by Christ him self. We
call them the prin ci ples of the Ref or ma tion — prin ci ples, be cause all three
of them gov ern our en tire spir i tual life and ev ery thing con nected with it.

The first is, God’s Word alone is to say what we are to be lieve and do.
The sec ond is, by grace alone through faith in Christ are we jus ti fied

(par doned) and saved.
The third is, you for your self alone are to judge what God’s Word de- 

clares and of fers you for your sal va tion.
We of ten state these three prin ci ples more briefly:

1. The Scrip tures alone.
2. By grace alone.
3. You in your own per son alone.

While we dis tin guish three prin ci ples, the three be long to gether and
form one grand unit. It is the third that ties a cord around the other two.

If God’s Word alone is to say what I am to be lieve and do, then I my self
and for my self must have the right to go to that Word and judge what it
says. Again, if I am jus ti fied and saved by grace alone, through faith in
Christ, then I my self and for my self must have the right to go to God’s
Word and there find that grace, par don, and sal va tion.

With out the right thus to judge for my self the other prin ci ples of the Ref- 
or ma tion would be in ef fec tive for me.

Men may tell me, This is what God’s Word says! How can I be sure if I
dare not go and judge for my self? Men may tell me, This is how you are
jus ti fied and saved! How can I be sure if I dare not go and judge for my- 
self?

With my own soul at stake, I must de mand this right for my self.
Thank God, then, for the right of pri vate judg ment!
But now let us be sure that we do not twist this pre cious right and make

it mean

What It Does Not And Dare Not Mean.
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The en e mies of this right con stantly per vert it in or der the more eas ily to
de prive us of it. And many who in tend to main tain and ex er cise this right
nev er the less mis un der stand it.

The right of pri vate judg ment is nev er more the right to in ter pret the
Bible as you, or as I, may please. God never gave us a right like this, that
you may say of a Scrip ture state ment, This is what it means! while I may
say, No; this is what it means! You dare not in sist, I am en ti tled to my view!
while I in sist, I am just as much en ti tled to mine!

Such a per ver sion of the right of pri vate judg ment makes a putty nose
out of Scrip ture, one that each man can give a twist to suit him self. Any
sup posed right like this is a farce. It is worse, an in sult to God and his
Word.

This is how all sorts of false in ter pre ta tions have arisen, split ting the
church into war ring camps. Each sect in sists that it has a right to its in ter- 
pre ta tion, and all of them in sist that their con tra dic tory in ter pre ta tions are
the true mean ing of God’s Word.

It does not take much wis dom to see that all this is wrong, like wise sadly
de plorable. To abol ish this abuse the rad i cal rem edy is of fered, that there
must be a cen tral au thor ity among men which alone shall have the right to
say what the Bible or any of its state ments re ally mean. It is the pa pal so lu- 
tion. The pope claims to be that cen tral au thor ity, and an au thor ity set up in
the Church by God him self. But the mo ment we stoop to such an au thor ity
the whole right of pri vate judg ment is gone, our royal priest hood it self is
gone. And on top of it all,the au thor ity of the Bible it self is gone. The rem- 
edy thus is worse than the dis ease it claims to cure. No longer does God
him self by means of his Word rule in the Church, but this hu man au thor ity
rules with its de ci sions on what the Bible does, and does not, say we are to
be lieve and do.

No; nei ther you nor I dare in ter pret the Bible as we please, nor dare any
man make us in ter pret it as he pleases.

But if none of us dares to in ter pret the Bible as he pleases,

What Does The Right Of Pri vate Judg ment
Mean?
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It means that you and I and all men dare in ter pret the Bible only in one way,
namely the one way laid down by the Bible and in the Bible it self.

Ev ery sen tence in the Bible has only one mean ing, not two or more, not
pos si bly this or pos si bly that mean ing. And when we go to the Bible ev ery
last one of us dare find only that one true and ac tual mean ing, and not a sin- 
gle thing be sides.

The Bible is one. Its di vine Au thor is one. All its teach ings are one. The
Bible never says one thing in one place and a con trary thing in an other
place. It is no house di vided against it self. It is no Chi nese puz zle. And the
right of pri vate judg ment is this, that we dare find only this one har mo nious
truth in the Bible, and never a thing that clashes with any part of this. truth.

If ever we are in doubt as to what a state ment in the Bible means, we
must go to the Bible it self for the an swer. If what the Bible says in one
place seems to us to con tra dict what it says in an other place, we must go to
the Bible it self to have the dif fi culty re moved. If in ei ther ’ case we are un- 
suc cess ful we must know that the real an swer and so lu tion is there nev er- 
the less in the Bible, and that it is our ig no rance which fails to find what we
need.

Let us learn once for all that the Bible is its own in ter preter.
Not you with your rea son ing wise or oth er wise. Not philoso phers and

sci en tists with their logic, laws, the o ries, hy pothe ses, and de duc tions. Not
popes with their de crees and ex cathe dra pro nounce ments. Not an cient
coun cils, or mod ern syn ods, con fer ences, di ets, as sem blies. They all may
err. Any num ber of them have erred.

Even when a man, say the faith ful pas tor of your own con gre ga tion, tells
you truly what the Bible says, your right de mands for you that you see for
your self that he is telling you truly. The peo ple of Berea are praised be- 
cause, when St. Paul brought them the Gospel, they on their part “searched
the Scrip tures daily, whether those things were so.” Acts 17:11.

The purest creed has our faith only be cause we our selves see that that
creed is true to the Bible.

As the Bible in ter prets it self, so our right of pri vate judg ment is to ac cept
that in ter pre ta tion alone, and no other, what so ever it may be, or whence so- 
ever it may come.

More over, the Bible is per fectly able to in ter pret it self.
It is so clear in its state ments that it takes spe cial in ge nu ity and real ig no- 

rance to spoil its mean ing.
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In hun dreds of cases it is not a ques tion at all, what the Bible it self ac tu- 
ally says and means — that is as clear as can be; the ques tion is, Are you
ready to be lieve what the Bible says so clearly, or is there some thing in you
that ob jects? Men twist or deny what the Bible says, not be cause its mean- 
ing is hard to get at, but be cause they dis like that mean ing, and are de ter- 
mined to have one that suits them.

In all points of real im por tance for your soul the Bible re peats its mean- 
ing in a num ber of dif fer ent places, and each rep e ti tion is an in ter pre ta tion.

Here it states a thing briefly, but there it ex plains at length. Now it uses a
pos i tive form, again it adds a neg a tive for greater clear ness. What it states
fig u ra tively in one place it states lit er ally in the next. In fact, it uses all the
forms of which hu man speech is ca pa ble, so_ that its mean ing shall be clear.
That foxy diplo mat Tal leyrand once said that lan guage is in tended to hide
one’s mean ing. Ly ing diplo mats may use it in that way. God’s pur pose is to
re veal. He made lan guage. Shall he not be able to use it per fectly for his
pur pose?

Do you want to know what sin is? The Bible tells you in a hun dred
places, and all of them agree. Do you want, to know What par don is? The
Bible is full of state ments that tell you, and they all agree. So you can get
scores of an swers to all proper ques tions. Who is Christ? What is re gen er a- 
tion, con ver sion, sanc ti fi ca tion, res ur rec tion, sal va tion? Who made the
world, and how?

Is there a heaven and a hell, and what are they like? Are there an gels and
dev ils, and how did the lat ter come to be?

The Bible is full of il lus tra tions. And the ob ject of all of them is just one,
namely to make some thing clear. There are ever so many his tor i cal ex am- 
ples, ev ery one in serted to make us un der stand fully.

The Sa cred Book is a vast em po rium, all its coun ters, cases, and shelves
full of trea sures, all ar ranged that we may freely go in and buy with out
money or price.

The Bible es pe cially de lights to an swer the supreme ques tion of the soul,
How may I es cape from sin and ob tain ev er last ing life?

In the face of all this it is a mon strous slan der to call the Bible a dark
book. It is the one source of light and life for the whole world, and be side it
there is no other. There are so many trea sures of truth in it that the bright est
mind in the long est life will not be able to gar ner them all.
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Yet there are cer tain things which the Bible does not tell us. It is for you
and me humbly to stop at this bound ary line. Some things our lim ited minds
can not pos si bly grasp now, and some things are not good for us to know
now. What is the ori gin of sin and evil? No hu man mind can fathom the
mys tery. When will judg ment day come? God does not want you to know.
All the tan gled mys ter ies of di vine prov i dence are be yond us.

God is our Fa ther, and we are his lit tle chil dren. As earthly fa thers tell
their lit tle ones only about what is good for them, so our heav enly Fa ther
does with us. Bless his wis dom and love, and be happy as his chil dren!

All of us have the iden ti cal priestly right to go to the Bible and there to
see and judge for our selves. Yet we can not all ex er cise this right in the same
way. This is due to the nat u ral and spir i tual dif fer ences among us. Con sider,
then,
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Your Part In Us ing The Right Of Pri vate Judg‐ 
ment.

There is a de cided dif fer ence in age and de vel op ment. Chil dren are im ma- 
ture. They be gin with the al pha bet. They re ceive the milk of the Word.
What St. Pe ter wrote of be gin ners in the faith ap plies to chil dren in a nat u ral
way. “As new born babes de sire the sin cere milk of the Word, that ye may
grow thereby,” 1 Pet. 2:2. Meat is for strong men.

All be gin ners in the faith are in the same class. “First the blade, then the
ear, af ter that the full corn in the ear.” Mark 4:28. It is the nat u ral law of
spir i tual de vel op ment in the royal priest hood.

What a mis take to ig nore it! Can one climb the top steps be fore he has
as cended the lower ones? Can one mas ter al ge bra and ge om e try be fore he
knows arith metic? Yet what is so self-ev i dent in nat u ral learn ing is of ten ig- 
nored in spir i tual learn ing. Some have tried to solve the hard est things in
the Bible first, and then, when they failed, threw the Bible aside as a use less
book.

Ed u ca tion makes a dif fer ence. While one who has learned lit tle more
than to read may get from the Bible all that he needs, many things in the Sa- 
cred Vol ume are nec es sar ily be yond him. He fills the cup that he has; if it
were larger he could fill it just as eas ily.

This is why the Lord gives us teach ers of his Word, and why teach ing is
and ever will be such a glo ri ous work in the royal priest hood. Fa thers and
moth ers are to train up their chil dren in the nur ture and ad mo ni tion of the
Lord. Eph. 6:4. Ex pe ri enced Chris tians and es pe cially pas tors are to help
oth ers in build ing up their faith on the Bible. Even pas tors have con fer ences
and syn ods where they meet to fur ther each other in the Word. Read the
story of the first con fer ence in Jerusalem, Acts 15. Ever those who know
more are to im part to those who know less.

Yet ev ery bit of this teach ing is to lead into the Word and into the Word
alone. The lit tle feet of child faith are to stand on the Rock of Ages just as
much as the strong feet of the great est Bible the olo gian.

No greater mis take can be made than to found the faith even of a mere
child on its par ent’s word, or the faith of a con gre ga tion on its pas tor’s
word. Hu man teach ers may in deed lead the way, but only as the Samar i tan
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woman led the way for the peo ple in her vil lage. They tes ti fied, “Now we
be lieve, not be cause of thy say ing: for we have heard him our selves, and
know that this is in deed the Christ, the Sav ior of the world.” John 4:42.

Your part, then, in us ing the priestly right of pri vate judg ment is in di- 
cated by the mea sure of sav ing knowl edge you have ac quired from the
Bible. If you have only lit tle as yet, use that lit tle faith fully for your own
soul and for oth ers. If you have much, use it all with the same faith ful ness
for your self and oth ers.

As be tween pas tors and lay men there is only the dif fer ence of the call
and the of fice. Both lay men and pas tors go to the Bible by right of the royal
priest hood, us ing their right of pri vate judg ment in an iden ti cal way. But the
pas tors also go to the Bible by rea son of their di vine call to the holy of fice
in or der “to feed the Church of God, which he hath pur chased with his own
blood.” Acts 20:28.

The more our right of pri vate judg ment is rec og nized and used as God
means us to use it, the more will the Church grow in the Word, in grace, in
knowl edge and wis dom, in the con fes sion of the truth and gen uine spir i tu al- 
ity, in in ner unity and one ness, and in power to win greater tri umphs in the
world.
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Priest and School

WHAT HAS THE ROYAL PRIEST HOOD to do with schools and ed u ca tion?
Noth ing at all! Some one may an swer.
Yet the true an swer is, Just about ev ery thing!
To be sure, the sec u lar view of ed u ca tion is the one that gen er ally pre- 

vails in our coun try to day. And the sec u lar rea sons for ed u cat ing ev ery body
are the ones that now bulk in men’s minds. It should not sur prise us even to
meet the idea, that earthly and sec u lar con sid er a tions have pro duced the
idea of uni ver sal ed u ca tion.

His tor i cally this is a mis take. Mod ern ed u ca tion be gins with the Ref or- 
ma tion. In par tic u lar, the grand im pulse to give ev ery body as good an ed u- 
ca tion as pos si ble, and to pro vide all the nec es sary fa cil i ties for do ing this
dates from the spir i tual re newal that be gan in the pe riod of the Ref or ma tion.

We might show this in de tail and at length by leaf ing through the pages
of his tory. Since our dis cus sion is lim ited to a sur vey of prin ci ples, what
they re ally are and what they in volve, we omit the his tory con nected with
them. For us just now the fact is enough.

The Supreme Rea son For Ed u ca tion Is Spir i‐ 
tual.

The soul in ter ests were the ones that first called for uni ver sal ed u ca tion.
Only when af ter wards the State, com pletely sep a rated from the Church, as- 
sumed the gen eral ed u ca tional obli ga tion, were the soul in ter ests crowded
out by sec u lar in ter ests. But in spite of this ac tual crowd ing out, as we see it
to day in our state sys tem of lower and higher schools, the fact will ever
stand, that it is re ally the Gospel, with the three great prin ci ples of the Ref- 
or ma tion as defin ing the con trol ling ideas of the Gospel, which de mands a
proper de gree of ed u ca tion for ev ery hu man be ing born into this world.
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In other words, it is the royal priest hood of be liev ers in the Gospel which
right fully voices, and of ne ces sity must voice the de mand for the ed u ca tion
of the race.

Be cause I am an swer able to God for my soul, I must be able to read,
study, and make God’s Word my own.

Be cause God has given his Word to me, and has added the right for me
my self to go to that Word, I must have ed u ca tion enough to do so. My
priestly right to pri vate judg ment de mands ed u ca tion.

And this right which as a priest of God I am bound to de mand for my self
com pels me to re quire ed u ca tion for all of my fel low men.

All of them, like my self, are an swer able to God for their souls. If they do
not re al ize it, the fact still re mains, and will al ways as sert it self.

God gave his Word and Gospel to the whole world. It is the supreme
con cern of ev ery hu man be ing. If many do not re al ize it, this again does not
change the fact a par ti cle, and again the fact will al ways as sert it self.

God wants ev ery man to go di rectly to his Word and there learn for him- 
self what God has to say and to give to him. Whether men do it or not, the
in ten tion of God is none the less a fact. And again this fact will as sert it self.

Here is the true rea son for uni ver sal ed u ca tion. We may put it into three
brief ex pres sions:

1. Re spon si bil ity for your soul.
2. God’s Word for the world.
3. The right of all men to that Word.

These three spir i tual rea sons ap ply to all men equally. They may or may
not be rec og nized. Their con clu sive force is not al tered thereby. In the royal
priest hood they are and will be rec og nized. It is our high pre rog a tive to rec- 
og nize the supreme rea son for uni ver sal ed u ca tion, to pro claim it abroad,
and to make it ef fec tive in life as com pletely as we can.

In all the world there are no sec u lar rea sons for ed u ca tion that can equal
or su per sede the true spir i tual rea son. The spir i tual rea son stands supreme.

Its supremacy has of ten been chal lenged. The good thing is that no chal- 
lenge that ever was made, or ever can be made, is able to al ter the un der ly- 
ing facts.

Now it need not sur prise us in the least that sec u lar con sid er a tions are
both put ahead of the spir i tual one, and made to usurp its place en tirely. So
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many peo ple for get that they even have a soul. How can its needs and in ter- 
ests count with them? This life is the sum of their thoughts, and fail ing to
pro vide for the life to come they lose the best even in this life, and deem
them selves wise in thus cheat ing them selves.

Long ago Je sus said, “Whoso ever will save his life shall lose it; but
whoso ever shall lose his life for my sake and the Gospels, the same shall
save it.” Mark 8:35. And again, “He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he
that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eter nal.” John 12:25.
His words are in con tro vert ibly true. De vote ev ery en ergy only to this tem- 
po ral life; it is the surest way to lose both eter nal life and the real things of
the tem po ral life.

Men may ed u cate for the lower rea sons which cen ter in the tem po ral
life, and not in the soul. They may hush the cry of the soul, and bury it un- 
der an avalanche of ma te ri al is tic ar gu ment. The soul and its in ter est nev er- 
the less re main supreme.

The sad thing is that many Chris tians are af flicted with this blind ness.
They want their chil dren to be ed u cated in or der to get on well in the world
— and that is about all. Christ has an swered them long ago, “What shall it
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” Mark
9:36.

No body can ever change these facts — they will stand till dooms day:
The soul is more than the body.
The spir i tual life is more than the phys i cal and tem po ral.
Spir i tual trea sures are more than earthly.
The Word of God is above all hu man wis dom.
Sal va tion is price less.
And now con sider the royal priest hood in this mat ter. We at least are all

to know these un al ter able facts. We at least are ever to pro claim them anew
to a de luded world. We at least are to be gov erned by them. If we who have
the light let it go out in our own hearts and lives, it will be dark in deed in
the world.

But it is only one side of the truth to rec og nize the supremacy of the
spir i tual in ter ests of men. It is only part of the truth to say that the spir i tual
in ter ests de mand ed u ca tion for all. Our royal priest hood leads us far ther. It
adds the other side, the sec ond part. Rightly un der stood,
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The Spir i tual In ter ests For Ed u ca tion In volve
All Other In ter ests.

We are used to con trast ing the soul and the body. We put over against each
other the earthly and the spir i tual. We weigh, as Je sus him self does, the gain
of the whole world against the loss of the soul.

This is nec es sary for many pur poses, for men al ways choose the wrong
side of the scales.

We must fol low Je sus when he also does the other thing, namely com- 
bine soul and body, earthly and spir i tual val ues, the gain of the soul with the
gain of the good things of this life. He does it when he bids us, “Seek ye
first the king dom of God, and his right eous ness; and all these things shall
be added unto you.” Matt. 6:33.

It is a mis take then to think only of the soul, and ig nore and ne glect the
body. God him self com bined them. Did not Christ save the body as well as
the soul?

It is a mis take to prize only the spir i tual trea sures, and to de spise the
earthly trea sures. Are not the earthly also the gifts of God? Did not Je sus
teach us to pray for our daily bread? Re mem ber how Luther de fines what
all lies in cluded in “bread,” “Such as food, drink, cloth ing, shoes, house,
home, fields, cat tle, money, goods, a pi ous spouse, pi ous chil dren, pi ous
ser vants, pi ous and faith ful rulers, good gov ern ment, good weather, peace,
health, dis ci pline, honor, good friends, faith ful neigh bors, and the like.”
What is mere bread, even bak eries full of it, if we lack ev ery thing else for a
happy and safe ex is tence?

Keep ing these things in mind we will see that to ed u cate for the soul’s
sake is at the same time to ed u cate for the body’s sake.

To ed u cate for the Word is to ed u cate for all that the Word cov ers, our
en tire earthly life.

To ed u cate in or der that we may ex er cise com pe tently our priestly right
of pri vate judg ment, is to ed u cate in or der that we may guide ef fi ciently our
en tire lives as priests of God ac cord ing to that judg ment.

The sa cred, priestly hands that hold the Bible are the hands that will use
all things as the Bible bids. The sa cred, priestly hearts that re ceive the truth
of the Bible are the hearts that will ap ply that truth in ev ery part of life.
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Is it man ual la bor, mer chan dis ing, man u fac ture, busi ness of some kind?
Is it money, prop erty, or goods? Is it teach ing, medicine, law, sci ence, the ol- 
ogy, or some form of learn ing? Is it a child’s round of life, a wife in the
home, a man amid stress and la bor? Is it per sonal, fam ily, mu nic i pal, na- 
tional, or Church af fairs? Is it a ques tion of mine and thine? Is it one of
power and sway over oth ers? Is it the light of hap pi ness, or the clouds of
sick ness, loss, sad ness and sor row? No mat ter what it is, al ways and al ways
the ed u ca tion that fills the soul with the light and power of the Word of
God, will by that very act also pu rify the mo tives and di rect aright the vo li- 
tions that en ter into ev ery thing else in life.

To day sci en tists like to talk about laws, in fact they swear by laws. Well,
there is a “law” back of what we have said thus far, we might even call it a
math e mat i cal “law,” be cause it is so in ex orable. It is that the whole con tains
the part, the greater in cludes the less. The in ter ests of the soul in clude all
the in ter ests of life. The ed u ca tion that takes full care of the soul in ter ests
by that very fact takes care of all the in ter ests of life.

The re verse is equally true. The less can not pos si bly in clude the greater,
no part has ever equaled its whole. To ed u cate only for tem po ral in ter ests is
to leave out the chief in ter ests of man. In fact, to ed u cate only for tem po ral
in ter ests is not even to take proper care of these.

We are ready now to look at

The Sec u lar Rea sons For Ed u ca tion,

as they are ad vanced to day and as we of the royal priest hood com monly
meet them.

The first of these sec u lar rea sons is the ad van tage of ed u ca tion for the
earthly life.

Stated baldly, sec u lar ed u ca tion means money and the count less things
money can buy. Tak ing a higher level, sec u lar ed u ca tion means en rich ment
of life so cially, in tel lec tu ally, es thet i cally. Climb ing to the very pin na cle,
sec u lar ed u ca tion may mean power, honor, and fame.

Ig no rance neg a tives all these ad van tages. Wide spread ig no rance is the
mother of squalor, dis ease and su per sti tion. It is the help less prey of evil
forces. Ig no rance re acts on it self, and the re ac tion is steadily down ward.
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So men have come quite gen er ally to prize and seek ed u ca tion ir re spec- 
tive of their souls and any soul in ter est.

The sec ond sec u lar rea son is the need of in tel li gent cit i zens for the state.
The state can not pros per with out suf fi ciently ed u cated cit i zens.

This is es pe cially true of a re pub lic like ours. Only ed u cated cit i zens are
able to gov ern them selves with out mak ing a wreck of things. Even so their
ef forts leave much to be de sired.

This is cer tainly no new wis dom. Years ago Luther said, “Even if there
were no soul, and men did not need schools and the lan guages for the sake
of Chris tian ity and the Scrip tures, still, for the es tab lish ment of the best
schools ev ery where, both for girls and boys, this con sid er a tion is suf fi cient,
namely that so ci ety, for the main te nance of the civil or der and the proper
reg u la tion of the house hold, needs ac com plished and well-trained men and
women.”

The sec u lar rea sons for ed u ca tion are weighed best in con nec tion with
the ac tual ed u ca tion they have pro duced. We our selves are face to face with
an

Ed u ca tion Com pletely Sec u lar ized

and di vorced not only from the Bible but from all re li gion.
In a way this sec u lar iza tion had to oc cur when the State took over the

work of ed u ca tion. For one of the prin ci ples of our gov ern ment is the com- 
plete sep a ra tion of Church and State. With a State that must leave re li gion
en tirely alone, the State schools nec es sar ily omit re li gion.

Be side the con sti tu tional prin ci ple in volved there is the prac ti cal sit u a- 
tion of a mul ti plic ity of re li gious be liefs and or ga ni za tions among our cit i- 
zens, to which we must add the lack of all pos i tive re li gion on the part of a
con sid er able num ber. If the great body of our cit i zens were of one re li gious
con vic tion, this might be dif fer ent. As the sit u a tion ac tu ally is, even if the
State were in a po si tion to at tempt re li gious teach ing, there is ab so lutely no
way to de ter mine what that re li gious teach ing should be.

Thus State ed u ca tion, by a dou ble ne ces sity, is en tirely sec u lar. Any re li- 
gious teach ing and train ing that is done must be apart from the State
schools. It is rel e gated en tirely to the fam ily cir cle or to such pro vi sions as
the Church may be able to pro vide un der the cir cum stances.
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We are ready now to ex am ine

The Re sults Of Sec u lar Ed u ca tion.

By its very na ture this ed u ca tion grav i tates to an alarm ingly low level. With
God, the Word of God, all the in ter ests of the soul, and even re li gious sanc- 
tions of any kind omit ted from the ed u ca tional field, what is there left?
Noth ing but the tran sient tem po ral i ties of this life. Ev ery thing now is only
of the earth, earthy. The very power to rise above this low level is gone.

One of the out stand ing re sults of sec u lar ed u ca tion is the loss of moral
power. The real sanc tions of moral ity, even in a broad sense, are re li gious.
Gen uine godly mo tives, Chris tian virtues and spir i tual ac tions flow only
from the Bible. An ed u ca tion de void of re li gion is an ed u ca tion de void of
moral power. Un less those who re ceive this sort of an ed u ca tion sup ply the
moral lack by some other means, they are left morally im po tent.

Ed u ca tion, more over, is cu mu la tive in ef fect. The school ing of one gen- 
er a tion af ter an other with out re li gious and moral train ing tends to de plete
and grad u ally to dis si pate the moral forces orig i nally avail able among the
peo ple. As far as sec u lar ed u ca tion is con cerned, there are no pow ers in it
even to check this steady moral drain and de cline, to say noth ing of build- 
ing up the moral forces in men’s lives.

No stream ever rises above it source. This law holds good in ed u ca tion
and ed u ca tional re sults. Peo ple whose ed u ca tion has never lifted them
above the tran sient tem po ral i ties of life can at best re main only on this low
level with all that they may at tain in their lives.

A man may pile up mil lions by means of his sec u lar ed u ca tion, but he
will be able to de vote his money only to the tran sient things in life. Sec u lar
ed u ca tion may make me an Edi son, but by the power of that ed u ca tion I
will never my self rise, or raise any one else, above elec tric ity. I may be come
a great sci en tist, but when all the won ders of earth, air, and the heav ens
speak to me of the glory of God, their lan guage to me will be a for eign
tongue. I may be come a king, a pres i dent, a great states man, and have my
name im mor tal ized on the pages of all fu ture school his to ries, as a bene fac- 
tor of my na tion, but in the his tory of the King dom of God my name will
ap pear be side no vic to ries and no bless ings, in fact it will not ap pear at all.
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The high est re sults of sec u lar ed u ca tion in the most fa vored hu man lives
can not rise an inch above the mere tem po ral things of hu man ex is tence.
Even the de sire to rise higher will be squelched as far as the re sults of such
ed u ca tion are con cerned.

Sec u lar ed u ca tion in los ing the moral sanc tions of re li gion, and in par tic- 
u lar of the Word of God, loses not only the moral im pulses which lift men’s
lives and at tain ments up to God, it also loses the moral re straints which
keep men from us ing their ac quire ments for base and evil ends. An ed u ca- 
tion that in creases a man’s abil ity with out giv ing him gen uine moral force is
in its very na ture dan ger ous. The ed u cated ras cal is worse than his ig no rant
brother.

If the man who even tu ally com mands mil lions is left by his very ed u ca- 
tion to be come evil, he may rob thou sands, cor rupt and de base other thou- 
sands, de base the high as well as the low, spoil even the gov ern ment of a
na tion by his power and bribes. The ma te ri al is tic sci en tist by his greater
abil ity robs lesser men of their faith in God and re li gion. A con science less
ruler and states man may de rail and wreck his own na tion.

A sword in the wrong hand is a deadly thing. How much of the crime
that runs ram pant through our land is a re sult of an ed u ca tion that by its
very na ture is pow er less in re li gion and morals?

There is an other group of re sults that dare not be ig nored.
While sec u lar ed u ca tion is the o ret i cally neu tral as far as re li gion is con- 

cerned, it is prac ti cally un able to re main neu tral.
To ig nore re li gion is to hurt it in the end. To set the Bible and its teach- 

ings aside for one gen er a tion of chil dren af ter an other, is to set it aside prac- 
ti cally for the du ra tion of their lives. This is ex actly the re sult of sec u lar ed- 
u ca tion for great masses of our peo ple. Even the most zeal ous mis sion work
of all kinds has been un able to nul lify this ed u ca tional re sult. In dif fer ence to
the Bible and, in fact, to all re li gious ap peal is wide spread. Many may
think, it is due to the at mos phere. It is — to the at mos phere of a non-re li- 
gious ed u ca tion. In cline the twig, and the tree is bent. As the trick ling foun- 
tain, so the rolling stream.

With a sec u lar ized ed u ca tion we are be come a na tion that has the Bible,
and yet has it not.

Our sec u lar ized ed u ca tion has not been con tent with its silent and in di- 
rect sup port of ir re li gion. It has ad vanced to the Open at tack on re li gion in
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many quar ters, in par tic u lar to the at tack upon the bul wark of all true re li- 
gion, the Bible.

Spo radic and in ci den tal at tacks of this kind there have been many all
along in the progress of sec u lar school ing. Ir re li gious teach ers — and there
have al ways been many —— sim ply could not re frain from wicked flings at
bib li cal teach ings.

Years ago a lit tle lad came to the writer af ter Sun day School with the
ques tion, Is there a hell? Why did he ask such a ques tion? My teacher in
school said that no body now be lieves any more that there is a hell! This is a
typ i cal case. Ir re li gious teach ers never have had any com punc tion about de- 
stroy ing re li gious faith in chil dren. They have of ten been very suc cess ful.

At present the ir re li gious forces in our sec u lar schools high and low have
dis cov ered and mo bi lized an en gine de struc tive of all re li gion be yond any
weapon they have ever wielded be fore. Un til the pseudo-sci en tific no tion of
evo lu tion be gan to spread in ed u cat ing cir cles the at tacks on re li gion were
un der hand and more in ci den tal. Now they are open and bold, con certed and
con vinced of com plete suc cess. All that is hos tile to re li gion, and es pe cially
to the Bible, ral lies around the pro pa ganda of evo lu tion.

They would feed it to the ba bies with their milk. The lit tle tots are not to
be lieve that God made them in his own im age, but that they are the dis tant
de scen dants of brute beasts. Imag i na tion is brought in and pic tures the
process in vivid de tail as if there were no shadow of doubt. All hu man ity
must be blessed with this delu sion, or else, it seems, the race will per ish in
ig no rance.

What the end will be, who can tell?
Thus far have we have come with our com pletely sec u lar ized schools!

Sec u lar iza tion has ad vanced to open ir re li gion

Sec u lar Ed u ca tion Judged

Ev ery ef fort to make good the moral delin quency of sec u lar ed u ca tion pro- 
nounces judg ment upon it. And there have been any num ber of such ef forts.

The State sup ports sec u lar ed u ca tion. But it is a detri ment, to say no
worse, to the State it self to send its young cit i zens out into life with out
prOper moral an chor age. The man who knows only le gal, and no moral, re- 
straints is a dan ger even to the State. A grow ing cit i zen ship of this type may
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well alarm those who have the true wel fare of the State and the fur ther ance
of the higher in ter ests of so ci ety at heart.

The ef fort has thus been made to in tro duce some form of moral teach ing
into the State schools. Whether peo ple re al ized it or not, that ef fort in ev ery
case was an in dict ment of sec u lar ed u ca tion.

Thus far the ef fort has proved abortive. No ad e quate sys tem of morals
has been found that could be ef fec tively taught in sec u lar schools.

Again, the ef fort has been made to en list the co op er a tion of the churches.
And again, whether peo ple re al ized it or not, this new ef fort re peated the in- 
dict ment against sec u lar ed u ca tion as such.

The scheme is to re lease the pupils from sec u lar teach ing at a spe cific
time in or der that those who de sire may re ceive re li gious and moral teach- 
ing at the hands of qual i fied teach ers pro vided by the churches. Up to the
present no great head way has been made in in tro duc ing this scheme.

There are nat u ral dif fi cul ties. The great di ver sity of re li gious con vic tion
com bined with the to tal in dif fer ence to ward re li gion on the part of many,
com pli cate the work ing out of the scheme. Then also, too many of the
churches by long train ing are in dif fer ent even as re gards their own chil dren
and have no trained teach ing force at hand to do the work pro posed. Fi nally,
there is the in dif fer ence, and some times hos til ity, of the sec u lar school au- 
thor i ties to ward any di vi sion of teach ing like the one in di cated by this
scheme. The com bi na tion of these dif fi cul ties has quite gen er ally blocked
the in tro duc tion of re li gious teach ing by the agency of the churches.

The worst in dict ments against the sec u lar school sys tem have been made
in the le gal field.

In at least two states of our coun try the ef fort was put forth to crush all
pri vate schools teach ing re li gion and to force all chil dren up to a cer tain age
to at tend only the sec u lar schools of the State. Any laws to this ef fect are
plainly un con sti tu tional. The ef fort to pass such laws and to vi o late the very
con sti tu tion of our coun try, re veals, as hardly any thing else can, the hos til- 
ity against all re li gion that has grown up un der the sec u lar ed u ca tion our
State schools have fos tered.

In one of our states the bat tle against evo lu tion in the schools was waged
in the courts. The le gal bat tle was won for that state. It com manded the at- 
ten tion of the en tire na tion. By the ver dict of the daily press in the na tion
that bat tle was lost. Shut out legally in the State of Ten nes see evo lu tion
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reigns with out le gal re straint, sup ported by the press, in the schools of the
other states. The fact is both an in dict ment and a judg ment.1

We be gan by say ing that ev ery ef fort to make good the moral de fi ciency
of sec u lar ed u ca tion amounts to a ver dict against that ed u ca tion. We must
now add that this ed u ca tion, by sur ren der ing so com pletely to evo lu tion
seals that ver dict. Evo lu tion is the death of all true moral ity and moral
teach ing. For the brute de scent of man al ways must in clude a moral ity cor- 
re spond ing to that brute de scent, thus on prin ci ple shut ting out the true
moral ity which comes not from be neath, not from the brute, but from
above, from God and the rev e la tion of his Holy Word.

We may now make

The Fi nal De ci sive Com par i son.

1. The Soul

There is the soul, the cen ter and pin na cle of hu man ex is tence, and there are
the dis tinc tive in ter ests of the soul.

The royal priest hood de mands an ed u ca tion that fully meets the needs of
the soul. Sec u lar ed u ca tion knows and cares noth ing for the soul.

To the rich fool God said, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee: then whose shall those things be which thou hast pro vided?”
Luke 12:20.

2. The Round of Life

There is the round of hu man life with the soul at its cen ter.
The royal priest hood calls for an ed u ca tion that fills this round of life,

from its cen ter to its far thest cir cum fer ence. Sec u lar ed u ca tion knows and
cares only for the outer and tran sient things in this round of hu man life.

“God li ness is prof itable unto all things, hav ing prom ise of the life that
now is, and of that which is to come.” 1 Tim. 4:8.

3. God and His Word
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There is God and his Word. The royal priest hood uses both as vi tally nec es- 
sary for ed u ca tion. Sec u lar ed u ca tion omits both, on prin ci ple, as vi tal
forces in its teach ing.

“The fear of the Lord is the be gin ning of knowl edge.” Prov. 1:7.
“The fear of the Lord is the be gin ning of wis dom.” Prov. 9:10.
“All Scrip ture is given by in spi ra tion of God, and is prof itable for doc- 

trine, for re proof, for cor rec tion, for in struc tion in right eous ness: that the
man of God may be per fect, thor oughly fur nished unto all good works.” 1
Tim. 3:16-17.

4. The Moral Side of Life

There is the moral side of hu man life, which re ally pen e trates ev ery part of
that life.

The royal priest hood de mands of ed u ca tion that it fur nish true moral
power, right moral stan dards, ef fec tive moral stim uli, safe moral re straints.
Sec u lar ed u ca tion has heard of these things, but has al ways sought them on
the lower lev els where they can not pos si bly be found.

“Where withal shall a young man cleanse his way? By tak ing heed
thereto ac cord ing to thy Word.” Ps. 119:9.

“Bring them up in the nur ture and ad mo ni tion of the Lord.” Eph. 6:4.

5. State and Gov ern ment

There is the in ter est of the State and good gov ern ment.
The royal priest hood wants ed u ca tion to in still loy alty for God’s sake,

backed by di vine sanc tions. Sec u lar ed u ca tion aims only at a loy alty of nat- 
u ral pa tri o tism and has to be con tent with that.

“Let ev ery soul be sub ject unto the higher pow ers. For there is no power
but of God: the pow ers that be are or dained of God.” Rom. 13:1.

6. Uni ver sal Ed u ca tion

There is the ques tion of uni ver sal ed u ca tion, the right of ev ery hu man be ing
to at least a fair share of ed u ca tion.
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The royal priest hood bases this right on all that it must claim for the
soul, the round of life, the Bible, true moral ity, and loyal cit i zen ship. It is
the royal priest hood that pos sesses the real rea son for uni ver sal ed u ca tion.
Sec u lar ed u ca tion is able to base this right only on the tem po ral needs of the
in di vid ual and on the tem po ral needs of so ci ety and the State.

“Wis dom is the prin ci pal thing; there fore get wis dom: and with all thy
get ting get un der stand ing.” Prov. 4:7.

In con clu sion, the royal priest hood can not put its de mands for uni ver sal
ed u ca tion on a lower level. Where it is prop erly en light ened and ef fi ciently
led it will use the means in its power to pro vide the ed u ca tion that mea sures
up to its de mands.

1. Since this was writ ten other moves have been made in other states, ei- 
ther to pas-s laws against teach ing evo lu tion, or, to pre vent their pas- 
sage. The de vel op ment is still in progress.↩ 
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Priest and Cit i zen

I AM BOTH A KING AND A PRIEST be fore my Lord God, but in the eyes of my
gov ern ment I am merely a cit i zen.

In my spir i tual life I have no one above me but God and no one be tween
me and God. In my civil life I have the whole civil au thor ity of my gov ern- 
ment, to gether with the of fi cials who ad min is ter that gov ern ment, above
me.

As a royal priest only one law binds me, namely God’s Word. But as a
cit i zen all the laws of my gov ern ment bind me.

Yet there is no du al ity. I and my life are not split in two. There is no
clash be tween my priest hood and my cit i zen ship. For my Lord God him self
by his Word bids me obey my gov ern ment; and my gov ern ment on its part
leaves me free to obey God and his Word.

Look at it in an other way.
God and his Word gov ern my en tire be ing and life, my spir i tual life as a

royal priest, my earthly cit i zen ship, and ev ery other part of my life, ev ery- 
thing in my fam ily re la tion, my busi ness ac tiv ity, my friend ships and as so- 
ci a tions, my sor rows and my plea sures. There is noth ing in which I am not
sub ject to God and his Word. This di vine con trol is com plete, ab so lute, one
grand unit.

My gov ern ment, on the other hand, con trols only a small part of my life,
namely my earthly cit i zen ship, the out ward re la tion I bear to my fel low cit i- 
zens. My gov ern ment has noth ing to say about my re li gion, ex cept that it
shall not con flict with my cit i zen ship. It has noth ing to say about my fam ily
life, my busi ness af fairs, my friend ships, my sor rows and plea sures, ex cept
again in so far as they must not clash with the civil law. There is a great
deal in my life in re gard to which my gov ern ment has noth ing what ever to
say to me, and does not pre tend to have. Its con trol is de cid edly lim ited.

This is as it should be.
The con nec tion be tween my spir i tual priest hood and my earthly cit i zen- 

ship be comes clearer when we note that
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Earthly Gov ern ment Is Or dained By God.

St. Paul writes with all pos i tive ness to the Chris tians at Rome un der the im- 
pe rial gov ern ment of that time, “Let ev ery soul be sub ject unto the higher
pow ers. For there is no power but of God. The pow ers that be are or dained
of God.” Rom. 13:1.

It is God who so made man, and so shaped the re la tions of men to each
other, that gov ern ment is both nec es sary and in evitable. He thus wills it, ap- 
proves it, or, as St. Paul puts it, he “or dained” it.

Gov ern ment, or the State in the sense of gov ern ment, is rightly said to be
a di vine in sti tu tion.

St. Paul di rects the preacher Ti tus on this point, “Put them in mind to be
sub ject to prin ci pal i ties and pow ers, to obey mag is trates, to be ready to ev- 
ery good work.” Tit. 3:1.

St. Pe ter does ex actly what St. Paul bids Ti tus do, when he writes to the
Chris tians in all Asia Mi nor, “Sub mit your selves to ev ery or di nance of man
for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king as supreme; or unto gov er nors,
as unto them that are sent by him for the pun ish ment of evil do ers, and for
the praise of them that do well. For so is the will of God,” etc. 1 Pet. 2:13-
15.

God’s Word thus puts gov ern ment on a high plane. It has di vine sanc- 
tion.

Whether kings, gov er nors, mag is trates, or the cit i zens, know it or not,
this di vine sanc tion is none the less a fact. They all ought to know it, for
their own good. We as royal priests do know it and act ac cord ing to this
knowl edge. For us the good that lies in the great fact is re al ized.

Those who do not know God’s Word, or who fool ishly dis re gard it in- 
vent their own the o ries re gard ing gov ern ment. Ev ery one of these the o ries
is in fe rior to the ac tual. fact that gov ern ment is by di vine sanc tion.

When men guess in their blind wis dom they al ways guess too low, God
made man in his own im age; man’s wis dom thinks, he is de rived from the
brute — low in deed. God sent his Son into the world, man’s wis dom makes
the guess that Je sus was only an or di nary hu man be ing — again low in deed.
God be stows sal va tion as a free gift from heaven; man’s wis dom, when it
thinks of sal va tion at all, banks on the guess that he must build up his own
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sal va tion in the dust of earth — about as low a the ory as could be con- 
ceived. So with gov ern ment.

Who ever lets go of the ex alted di vine facts re vealed as such in the Word,
pud dles around with his the o ries in the mud.

They tell us, gov ern ment is an out growth of the brute herd idea with its
herd lead ers. Again we are told, gov ern ment is an evo lu tion of hu man in tel- 
li gence. Still oth ers imag ine that gov ern ment is due to the con sent of the
gov erned. Al ways they look down, never up. Al ways they seek the ex pla na- 
tion be neath, never above. It is enough to make one weep.

God made man so that man can not dis pense with gov ern ment. It ex ists
by di vine sanc tion.

No na tion could pos si bly con sent to abol ish all gov ern ment and hence- 
forth do with out it. An ar chy is a hal lu ci na tion, to say no worse. Some form
of gov ern ment may be cast off, but at once a new form takes its place. If
there should be an in ter val it is one of ter ror. Na tions and com mu ni ties may
break up, but each piece will al most au to mat i cally set tle on some type of
gov ern ment.

Yet no spe cial form or kind of gov ern ment has been de creed by God.
The Bible speaks of pa tri ar chal gov ern ment, small king doms, and great em- 
pires com posed of lesser states. Yet no one form has ex clu sive di vine sanc- 
tion. The Bible does not speak of re publics, democ ra cies, par lia ments, or
con gresses, sim ply be cause none of these ex isted in Bible lands and times.
These other forms are in no way re jected by the Bible.

The ex pres sions used in the Scrip tures are broad enough to in clude all
forms of gov ern ment that meet the needs of right and jus tice among men.

St. Paul clearly states in what sense gov ern ment has di vine sanc tion,
when he writes, “Rulers are not a ter ror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt
thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt
have praise of the same. For he is the min is ter of God to thee for good. But
if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain:
for he is the min is ter of God, a re venger to ex e cute wrath upon him that
doeth evil.” Rom. 13:3-4.

St. Pe ter sums it up briefly, “for the pun ish ment of evil do ers, and for the
praise of them that do well.” 1 Pet. 2:14.

God’s sanc tion of gov ern ment does not im ply that all forms of gov ern- 
ment are equally good and suit able for all na tions. In the case of his own
peo ple Is rael we see Moses and Joshua, then the judges, then kings, fi nally
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for eign do min ion. The hand of God’s prov i dence is seen all through the his- 
tory of na tions down to the present day. No man will ever be able to trace
out the work ings of prov i dence, how God blesses and how he pun ishes by
al low ing now this, now that form of gov ern ment to arise for a peo ple, now
good, now evil rulers to dom i nate, now one king dom to over throw an other,
and it self in turn to be over thrown. Na tions and rulers are in his hand. And
it is just a lit tle too vast a prob lem for any hu man mind to fig ure out the de- 
tails of the gov ern ments of all the world ac cord ing to the plans of God.

Eli the judge was weak, Samuel no ble and true. King Saul ended in sui- 
cide, King David with all his faults ended well. Herod the Great was a
tyrant brute and tried to kill the child Je sus. Pon tius Pi late was a cow ard,
Herod An tipas, the tetrarch, a “fox,”——be tween them Je sus died on the
cross. The Jews lost Jerusalem and Pales tine, and have never re gained them
again. Democ ra cies as well as king doms and em pires, flour ished and then
faded and died.

Al ways there is gov ern ment — that is God’s will. There are vary ing
forms, but the hand of prov i dence is back of them and over them all, now to
be stow na tional bless ings, now to pre cip i tate na tional ruin.

Thou sands are blind. They deny, per vert, per ish. It is the royal priest- 
hood that is called to know, to re al ize, to bow down be fore God. He in sti- 
tuted gov ern ment for man’s good. We ac cept and use it ac cord ing to his
will.

This places our cit i zen ship on the high est pos si ble level. As priests of
God we are

The Best Pos si ble Cit i zens.

Two things dis tin guish the priests of God in their earthly cit i zen ship. The
first is that they know God’s will and Word re gard ing earthly gov ern ment.
Ac cord ingly they con sider and treat it as “or dained” of God.

This is be yond all those who think gov ern ment is a mere hu man evo lu- 
tion, an ar range ment they have helped to make, a mat ter of con sent be tween
them and their fel low cit i zens. The lower you place gov ern ment, the lower
will be your cit i zen ship and all your civic ac tiv ity.

This comes most clearly to view in the sec ond point that dis tin guishes
the cit i zen ship of the royal priest hood. They obey their gov ern ment “for the
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Lord’s sake,” 1 Pet. 2:13; or, as St. Paul writes, “for con science sake,” Rom.
13:5. There can be no higher mo tive for sub mis sion and obe di ence.

Be side this high est mo tive St. Paul places the com mon low one, when he
writes, “Ye must needs be sub ject, not only for wrath, but also for con- 
science sake.” Note the dif fer ence. The one fears the “wrath” of the gov ern- 
ment as rep re sented in the sever ity of the law and its ad min is tra tors. The
other rises above such fear, and re sponds to the voice of con science as
prompted by God.

The one is forced obe di ence, the other will ing obe di ence. The one stops
the mo ment the force com pelling it ceases, or can be suc cess fully evaded
and ig nored. The other goes on of its own in ward ac cord. The one bows be- 
fore the strong hu man hand of the gov ern ment and its po lice, the other
bows be fore the di vine pres ence back of the gov ern ment.

The one obe di ence makes for a low type cit i zen ship, the other makes for
the very high est type.

There is much com plaint about in creas ing crime, dis hon est schemes for
de fraud ing peo ple, bur glar ies, rob beries, mur der, and many oth ers. What is
the trou ble? A cit i zen ship un con trolled by the Lord and con science. A cit i- 
zen ship de terred only by fear, ready to laugh and mock at the arm of the law
when it proves too short to reach them.

We hear much preach ing on “the rev er ence of law,” law and laws made
by the gov ern ment, en forced, partly en forced, per haps left al to gether un en- 
forced by the gov ern ment. What is there so sa cred about this sort of law for
peo ple who think of gov ern ment only as a hu man thing and obey gov ern- 
ment only as a force that may pun ish them? Mighty lit tle in deed! Es pe cially
when courts and po lice con nive at law trans gres sion, be come lax in law en- 
force ment, and help to make the law weak and help less. Ide al iz ing “law” as
a sort of sa cred thing in it self is not the rem edy, but putting God and con- 
science back of the gov ern ment and its laws, and es tab lish ing only such
laws and law en force ment as will tally with God and con science.

God’s Priests And God’s Gov ern ment

never have any dif fi culty with each other.
Just what is “good gov ern ment” for which Luther teaches us to pray in

his ex pla na tion of the fourth pe ti tion of the Lord’s Prayer? St. Paul tells us
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in Rom. 13:3-4, and also St. Pe ter in 1 Pet. 2:14. It is a gov ern ment that is a
ter ror to evil do ers, and a pro tec tion and help for all that do good.

As priests of God we will thank God for such a gov ern ment, and
earnestly pray for its wel fare at all times. In the Gen eral Prayer in the morn- 
ing ser vice of the churches oc cur these sig nif i cant pe ti tions:

“Be stow the in flu ence of Thy grace upon all the na tions of the earth. We
pray Thee es pe cially to bless our land, and all its in hab i tants, and all who
are in au thor ity. Cause Thy glory to dwell in our land, mercy and truth,
right eous ness and peace, ev ery where to pre vail.”

St. Paul ex horts, “that first of all sup pli ca tions, prayers, in ter ces sions,
and giv ing of thanks be made for all men; for kings and for all that are in
au thor ity, that we may lead a quiet and peace able life in all god li ness and
hon esty. For this is good and ac cept able in the sight of God and our Sav ior.”
1 Tim. 2:1-3.

As priests of God we will obey the laws of our gov ern ment, and do it for
the Lord’s sake. Even poor and faulty laws will find us obe di ent, though
with all proper means we may try to have the faults re moved.

For con science sake we will sup port the gov ern ment, “for for this cause
pay ye trib ute also: for they” (the pow ers that be) “are God’s min is ters at- 
tend ing con tin u ally upon this very thing,” namely pun ish ing evil do ers, and
help ing them that do good, Rom. 13:6.

Like wise we will honor our gov ern ment. “Ren der there fore to all their
dues: trib ute to whom trib ute is due; cus tom to whom cus tom; fear to whom
fear; honor to whom honor.” Rom. 13:7. “Honor the king.” 1 Pet. 2:17.

It is easy for us to live hap pily un der good gov ern ment, hon est, just, and
ef fi cient rulers. But how about

God’s Priests And Evil Gov ern ment?

We have the best kind of an an swer, one that does not only tell us what to
do, but also fur nishes us the best pos si ble ex am ples.

Je sus was born and lived all his life un der an evil gov ern ment. He fled
from the hand of a mur der ous tyrant, Herod the Great. One an swer to the
ques tion is sim ply, Flight. We read of the saints in Heb. 11:38, “They wan- 
dered in deserts, and in moun tains, and in dens and caves of the earth,” as
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poor fugi tives. So David fled from jeal ous King Saul. His tory tells of many
oth ers.

Nei ther by pre cept or ex am ple does the Bible coun sel or ex cuse re bel- 
lion for the royal priest hood. That is left for those who stand on a lower
level as re gards gov ern ment. Nei ther Je sus nor his apos tles fo mented re bel- 
lion. When the thing was sug gested unto the Lord he pointed to the penny
stamped with Cae sar’s im age and su per scrip tion, and gave the fa mous an- 
swer, “Ren der there fore unto Cae sar the things which are Cae sar’s, and unto
God the things which are God’s.” Matt. 22:21.

If any thing more is re quired St. Paul fur nishes it in Rom. 13:2, “Whoso- 
ever there fore re sisteth the power, re sisteth the or di nance of God: and they
that re sist shall re ceive to them selves damna tion.”

Shall we as royal priests of Christ pay taxes to a usurp ing or an evil gov- 
ern ment?

We have Christ’s an swer in his word re gard ing Cae sar. He bade the Jews
pay taxes to the hated Ro man em peror who ruled them. Then we have Je- 
sus’ ex am ple of pay ing for him self the Jew ish Tem ple tax, al though as Son
of God and Lord of the Tem ple such a thing as tax ing him should have been
im pos si ble. Matt. 17:24-27.

So St. Paul also writes to the Chris tians at Rome, “Trib ute to whom trib- 
ute is due; cus tom to whom cus tom.” Chris tians pay taxes “for con science
sake.”

Far graver is the ques tion that arises when evil gov ern ment at tempts to
in ter fere with the Gospel and our faith, and uses vi o lence to back up its
com mands.

Here we have the shin ing ex am ple of Je sus who suf fered and died un der
the Jew ish and hea then gov ern men tal au thor i ties. He was per fectly in no- 
cent. His trial was a trav esty of jus tice, the out come of a mur der ous plot.
His sen tence of cru ci fix ion was the cow ardly act of a Ro man gov er nor who
knew his own crim i nal guilt in ren der ing that sen tence. Je sus sub mit ted and
did not re sist.

The apos tles fol lowed the same course. Pe ter and John went to jail for
preach ing the name Je sus. Their an swer to the Jew ish gov ern ment was very
sim ple, “Whether it be right in the sight of God to hear ken unto you more
than unto God, judge ye.” Acts 4:19. They went on with the preach ing as
be fore, even in the courts of the Tem ple. When the Twelve were thrown
into jail, their an swer was to same, “We ought to obey God rather than
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men.” Acts 7:29. They were se verely whipped, threat ened again, and sent
away. But they did not stop their preach ing.

Stephen and James, the brother of John, died like their Mas ter.
Thus the long line of mar tyrs for the faith be gan to form. The an swer of

the royal priest hood to evil gov ern ment for bid ding the Gospel and the ex er- 
cise of faith was a unan i mous sub mis sion to ev ery kind of cruel in flic tion
down to the most ex cru ci at ing forms of death. By word and ex am ple they
preached the Law and the Gospel to the gov ern ment of fi cials them selves,
and St. Paul reached even the em peror’s own court. The one thing they did
not do was to yield or even to com pro mise.

The story of this quiet, sub mis sive and un shaken re sis tance to evil gov- 
ern ment bent on sup press ing the Gospel is one of the grand est chap ters in
the his tory of the royal priest hood of Christ.

It shames so many of us in the present gen er a tion. They now would con- 
quer by sur ren der ing; they now would win by com pro mis ing. What if our
gov ern ment should for bid all use of wine, even that in the Sacra ment? That
ques tion has been asked, ac tu ally asked as if the an swer could for one mo- 
ment be in doubt. One dreads to think of the piti ful. weak ness that would
ap pear if our gov ern ment should ever do what the Jew ish San hedrin did to
Pe ter and John, and to the Twelve.

We must now look at the long course of his tory and what it has brought
forth on the great ques tion of

Church And State.

For cen turies the Bible idea of the Church as a spir i tual body com posed
only of the royal priest hood of be liev ers was lost. That meant also that peo- 
ple no longer looked for this spir i tual body, or knew the marks by which to
lo cate its pres ence, namely the preach ing, teach ing, and con fes sion of the
pure Gospel of Christ. What was sup posed to be the Church was a great,
pow er ful, out ward or ga ni za tion un der an earthly ruler, the pope at Rome,
em brac ing all who ad hered to this out ward or ga ni za tion and gave al le giance
to him.

The re sult in the course of his tory was all kinds of mix tures and en tan- 
gle ments be tween Church and State, ex tend ing down even to the present
day.
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At one time his tory shows us the Church, namely the great pa pal or ga ni- 
za tion, supreme over all states. Kings and states humbly did the bid ding of
the pope. Then again his tory shows us the other ex treme, the State dom i- 
nates the Church com pletely in its own ter ri tory. The Church is treated as a
de part ment of the State and is man aged ac cord ingly. Be tween these two ex- 
tremes there are var i ous types of en tan gle ment, ac cord ing as the Church or
the State may at one time or an other pre vail in in de pen dence.

The Ref or ma tion brought back the true Bible idea of the Church, but
many re jected the Ref or ma tion and all it brought. The pa pacy con tin ued as
be fore. Even where the Ref or ma tion pre vailed its true teach ing con cern ing
what the Church of Christ re ally is could not at once be fully put into prac- 
tice. Cer tain en tan gle ments be tween Church and State still went on, even
in creased, right in the home of the Ref or ma tion, and are not re moved to this
day.

Not un til our own Re pub lic was es tab lished, with its great prin ci ple of
com plete sep a ra tion be tween Church and State, was the Church free to
stand wholly alone. The en tan gle ments are bro ken. The Church is able to
de velop freely ac cord ing to its own in her ent power. No body has a right to
in ter fere with its in ward spir i tual work or its out ward man age ment.

It is this

Com plete Sep a ra tion Be tween Church And
State

which alone com ports fully with the royal priest hood of be liev ers as taught
in the Bible. In fact, it is the royal priest hood which in prin ci ple de mands
such a sep a ra tion. The real rea son for such a sep a ra tion is grounded in the
Bible teach ing con cern ing the royal priest hood and man’s di rect ac count- 
abil ity to God for ev ery thing that per tains to his soul.

No gov ern ment, no mat ter what it may claim as its au thor ity, whether it
be theo cratic, i.e. com bine civil and ec cle si as ti cal power, like the old San- 
hedrin of the Jews, or whether it be sec u lar only, like the power of the Ro- 
man gov er nor Pon tius Pi late, has a right to in ter fere with us as priests of
God in our re li gion.

This is the full im pli ca tion of St. Pe ter’s word when he told the Jew ish
San hedrin for him self and St. John, “Whether it be right in the sight of God
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to hear ken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.” Acts 4:19. Like wise
when the Twelve told the San hedrin, “We ought to obey God rather than
men.” Acts 7:29. By thus re fus ing to bow to any other au thor ity in mat ters
of the Gospel, faith, and its ex er cise, ex cept to the au thor ity of God, the di- 
vine rights of the royal priest hood were main tained by the apos tles, and at
the same time all hu man gov ern ment was put in its proper place. It must
leave the royal priest hood, which is the true Church, alone in mat ters of re- 
li gion.

That means sep a ra tion of Church and State.
The en tire his tory of the early Chris tian Church stands for this prin ci ple.

The Church acts on it, and is ready to suf fer for it. Ro man em per ors and
gov er nors for bade Chris tian ity as a re li gio il licita, an il licit or un law ful re li- 
gion. Pun ish ment even unto the most cruel death was made the penalty. But,
like the apos tles, the royal priest hood of those early be liev ers re fused to
obey. In all civil and sec u lar mat ters they gladly obeyed, not in this di vine
mat ter of re li gion and the Gospel. That meant that the gov ern ment had no
right to in ter fere with re li gion. Or, in other words, Church and State should
be sep a rate.

We see how this sep a ra tion is de manded by the very na ture of the royal
priest hood. But the thing goes far ther. The right we must de mand for our- 
selves to prac tice our re li gion ought to be ex tended to all our fel low cit i zens
in the same way, no mat ter what their re li gious con vic tions may be. Their
re li gion may be false in part or al to gether. For that they are an swer able to
God alone. It is no busi ness of the gov ern ment at all. The work of the gov- 
ern ment lies in a dif fer ent di rec tion al to gether. “Its sphere is sec u lar and
civil, as St. Pe ter puts it,”for the pun ish ment of evil do ers, and for the praise
of them that do well." 1 Pet. 2:14.

As far as the re li gious teach ing and prac tices of the cit i zens are con- 
cerned the gov ern ment has only one thing to say, namely that no cit i zen
shall teach or prac tice, un der the plea of re li gion, any thing that is con trary
to nat u ral right and jus tice. If I teach mur der, adul tery, or steal ing, the gov- 
ern ment has a right to stop me. I may say that such teach ing is my re li gion.
The gov ern ment’s an swer is, We do not care what your re li gion is, your
teach ing is con trary to all hu man right and jus tice, and for that rea son crim i- 
nal. There is prac ti cally no dif fi culty in draw ing the line. Re li gious and sec- 
u lar mat ters are eas ily kept apart.
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It is the State’s great work to at tend to all things civil and sec u lar. It is
the work of the Church, and of the re li gious or ga ni za tions com monly called
“churches,” to at tend to all things spir i tual and re li gious.

The State reg u lates the re la tion of one cit i zen to an other in all mat ters of
civil right and jus tice. The Church, and re li gious bod ies, reg u late the re la- 
tion of their mem bers to God.

When each at tends to its own proper sphere, and avoids in ter fer ence,
both will profit in the high est de gree.

Yet we must add that while these two spheres are dis tinct and sep a rate,
they stand side by side and touch each other in var i ous nat u ral ways.

The power of the State pro tects its cit i zens, not only when they fol low
their sec u lar work, but also when they prac tice their re li gion. We are free to
build churches, schools, parish houses, col leges, sem i nar ies, and in sti tu tions
of mercy, and no one dare put any thing in our way. We may freely as sem ble
to hear the Gospel preached and to wor ship God in pub lic ser vices. In fact,
the State rec og nizes the ben e fit of re li gion to the cit i zen ship in gen eral. It
thus leaves church prop erty un taxed, and by law makes Sun day a day of
rest through out its ter ri tory.

There is the same friendly con tact on the part of the Church with the
State. We pray for our gov ern ment, obey its laws, seek its wel fare in all
proper ways. The true Church teaches all men the di vine sanc tions on which
the State rests. By in still ing true re li gion and moral ity the Church main tains
the moral stan dards which the State needs so much but can not it self pro- 
vide. The Church pro motes con sci en tious ac tion by the cit i zens, in par tic u- 
lar also over against the State. It is surely a great help to the gov ern ment
when its cit i zens, with St. Paul, look upon it as “the min is ter of God” (Rom.
13:4 and 6) to be obeyed “for the Lord’s sake” (1 Pet. 2:13).

Yet in these help ful con tacts there is not, need not and should not be, any
in ter min gling of Church and State, which would al ways be harm ful.

A gov ern ment that re mains in its own proper sphere is a great bless ing
for the royal priest hood of Christ. We surely ought to prize it and pray con- 
stantly for its con tin u ance. A Church that re mains in its proper sphere is a
great bless ing for the State and its cit i zens. The State ought to prize such a
Church and put no hin drance in its way.

Thank God that his prov i dence has given us a good gov ern ment of this
kind! Yet many of our cit i zens are not sat is fied. There are church or ga ni za- 
tions which con stantly at tempt to mix into the af fairs of the gov ern ment, in
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fact con sider it their duty to do so. They try to dic tate poli cies, laws, and
cer tain kinds of law en force ments to the gov ern ment. They try to in flu ence
and con trol elec tions. At times gov ern ment of fi cials also at tempt to go be- 
yond their sphere. They try to use the Church for po lit i cal af fairs which are
no con cern of the Church at all.

All at tempts, move ments, and ten den cies which seek to erase the line be- 
tween Church and State threaten harm to both, and must be steadily re- 
sisted. Good states man ship will make this re sis tance for sound po lit i cal rea- 
sons, which cer tainly have great weight. But the most pow er ful mo tive for
keep ing Church and State sep a rate lies in the di vinely es tab lished royal
priest hood of be liev ers whose supreme law is God and God’s Word alone.

As the royal priest hood, in stand ing for the supreme in ter ests of the soul
in its re la tion to God, orig i nally fur nished the real and ef fec tive prin ci ple
for sep a ra tion of Church and State, so this royal priest hood will ever con- 
tinue to fur nish that prin ci ple. And all God’s kings and priests who have the
full light of his Word in their hearts will do their ut most to have that prin ci- 
ple put into the most per fect prac tice.
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Kings and Priests — Tears and
Blood

THIS IS THE BLOODY CHAP TER on the royal priest hood. And, of course,
blood and tears go to gether.

There has to be a chap ter like this, or the royal priest hood would not be
what we have said of it thus far and what the Lord God in tended that it
should be.

Yet it would be an ut ter mis con cep tion to read this chap ter as a pre sen ta- 
tion of the sad side of the royal priest hood. No, no! While it is about tears
and blood, weep ing, heart break, and mar tyr dom, this is re ally the glory
chap ter on the royal priest hood.

There is no more royal deed a spir i tual king unto God can do than to lay
down his life for the faith. There is no higher priestly deed a spir i tual priest
unto God can do than to bring his own life as an of fer ing and sac ri fice unto
God. And when the great op por tu nity comes to any of our kings and priests
to rise unto such heights, there is no cause for lament, but for the praise of
God whose grace is able to raise such poor mor tals as us to such ex al ta tion
in his king dom.

We may be gin with Je sus him self. It is he who holds out to all his fol- 
low ers

The At trac tion Of Tears And Blood.

Right in the start, in the great Ser mon on the Mount, the Lord makes this
the cli max of the Beat i tudes, the crown ing one of them all, “Blessed are ye,
when men shall re vile you, and per se cute you, and shall say all man ner of
evil against you, for my sake. Re joice and be ex ceed ing glad; for great is
your re ward in heaven: for so per se cuted they the prophets which were be- 
fore you.” Matt. 5:11-12.
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Or take it in the other ver sion, “Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you,
and when they shall sep a rate you from their com pany, and shall re proach
you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. Re joice ye
in that day, and leap for joy; for, be hold, your re ward is great in heaven: for
in like man ner did their fa thers unto the prophets.” Luke 6:22-23. In verse
26 St. Luke adds the re verse, “Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well
of you! for so did their fa thers to the false prophets.”

The Beat i tudes are bless ings, and bless ings are al ways held out in or der
to at tract, not to re pel. Only woes are meant to re pel.

There is only one way by which com mon mor tals like our selves may en- 
ter the royal com pany of the prophets who died for the faith. It is the av enue
of tears and blood.

But how can tears and blood in a real way be con sid ered at trac tions? Are
they not in re al ity draw backs, evils in stead of bless ings? In an swer we
might point to any hero in bat tle. All men deem his death glo ri ous.

But the Lord him self gives us the an swer, and it is even bet ter than the
one touched upon. “Great is your re ward in heaven!” he tells us. Tears and
blood for Christ’s sake en dure but a short time; then comes the heav enly re- 
ward of grace which shall for ever make us the com pan ions of men like Eli- 
jah, Isa iah, Jeremiah, St. Pe ter, St. Paul, St. James, and the rest.

St. John had a vi sion of this no ble com pany in heaven, “And I saw
thrones, and they that sat upon them, and judg ment was given unto them:
and I saw the souls of them that were be headed for the wit ness of Je sus, and
for the Word of God.” Rev. 20:4.

Read again some of the prom ises made by the Lord to them that over- 
come.

“To him that over cometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in
the midst of the Par adise of God.” Rev. 2:7.

“He that over cometh shall not be hurt of the sec ond death.” V. 11.
“To him that over cometh will I give to eat of the hid den manna, and will

give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name writ ten, which no man
knoweth sav ing he that re ceiveth it.” V. 17.

“He that over cometh, and keep eth my works unto the end, to him will I
give power over the na tions: And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as
the ves sels of a pot ter shall they be bro ken into shiv ers: even as I re ceived
of my Fa ther. And I will give him the morn ing star.” V. 26-28.
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“He that over cometh, the same shall be clothed in white rai ment; and I
will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will con fess his name
be fore my Fa ther, and be fore his an gels.” Rev. 3:5.

“Him that over cometh will I make a pil lar in the tem ple of my God, and
he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of God, and the
name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down
out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.” V.
12.

“To him that over cometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as
I also over came, and am set down with my Fa ther in his throne.” V. 21.

“He that over cometh shall in herit all things; and I will be his God, and
he shall be my son.” Rev. 21:7.

Of course, it takes a royal and priestly soul to see this glory, and at the
prospect of it to “re joice and be ex ceed ing glad” and “leap for joy,” as the
Lord puts it. But this is ex actly what the grace of God achieves in the souls
of the royal priest hood, namely work an ap pre ci a tion of the im per ish able
glory of the cross. St. Paul writes for them, “We glory in tribu la tion also.”
Rom. 5:3.

Nor are these words only. The Twelve were scourged by the Jew ish San- 
hedrin, but they left “re joic ing that they were counted wor thy to suf fer
shame for his (Christ’s) name.” St. Paul him self en dured all kinds of vi o lent
per se cu tion, but he tells us, “I take plea sure in per se cu tions, in dis tress for
Christ’s sake.” 2 Cor. 12:10. With a mar tyr’s death in im me di ate prospect,
he writes to his friend Tim o thy, “There is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eous ness.” 2 Tim. 4:8. How the Lord looks upon these royal priests who
thus suf fered tears and blood for his name and Gospel the let ter to the He- 
brews 11:38 tells us, “Of whom the world was not wor thy.”

In all this story of tears and blood the royal priest hood takes on the sem- 
blance of Christ, our great Ex em plar. When he was strongly re minded of his
death he said, “The hour is come that the Son of man should be glo ri fied.”
John 12:23. And in the very night in which he was be trayed he said to his
dis ci ples, “No-w is the Son of man glo ri fied.” John 13:31. He was King and
High Priest, and the glory of both of these high of fices is in the shame and
death they brought to him on Gol go tha. As the great Cap tain of our sal va- 
tion he was made “per fect through suf fer ing,” Heb. 2:10, an High Priest af- 
ter the or der of Melchizedek, Heb. 5:9-10. Even in heaven this is his glory
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that he is the Lamb that was slain, that he was dead and yet liveth for ever.
Rev. 1:18.

Blood and tears of ten be come the test of our royal priest hood. St. Pe ter
writes of it, “That the trial of your faith, be ing much more pre cious than of
gold that per isheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise
and honor and glory at the ap pear ing of Je sus Christ.” 1 Pet. 1:7. St. James
does the same, “Blessed is the man that en dureth temp ta tion: for when he is
tried, he shall re ceive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to
them that love him.” James 1:12.

Fair weather Chris tians are not gen uine. It is the wormy fruit that falls in
a storm. Je sus tells us, the wheat on stony ground with ers away when the
sun is up, be cause it has no root. Matt. 13:6.

When we read these things about tears and blood, about the lesser and
the greater suf fer ings of the royal priest hood for the sake of the Gospel, it
al most seems as if this were the nor mal thing. It is the worst pos si ble ab nor- 
mal ity, as the Bible it self shows us by de scrib ing

The Foun tain Of Tears And Blood.

Men who love and wor ship the true God in the way he him self has or- 
dained, who love to do good to all. men for Christ’s sake, and who are loyal
to gov ern ment for con science sake, surely ought to be ad mired, praised, fa- 
vored, and re warded by all who come into con tact with them. Who could
find any just cause for in ter fer ing with them or ha rass ing them?

But this un rea son able and out ra geous treat ment is ex actly what Christ
fore told and what has ac tu ally come to pass. Here is what Je sus said, “If the
world hate you, ye know that it hated me be fore it hated you. If ye were of
the world, the world would love its own: but be cause ye are not of the
world, but I have cho sen you out of the world, there fore the world hateth
you.” John 15:18-19. Nor does this ap ply only to the early days of the
Church, for Je sus says of the time pre ced ing the end, “Then shall they de- 
liver you up to be af flicted, and shall kill you; and ye shall be hated of all
na tions for my name’s sake.” Matt. 24:9.

The foun tain of tears and blood for the royal priest hood is the world. All
the sin and wicked ness in it, all the op po si tion to God and the true re li gion,
and all the love of re li gious lies and per ver sions, in many ways, and es pe- 
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cially at cer tain times, send forth a bit ter hos til ity against the royal priest- 
hood which con fesses and prac tices the true re li gion. This foun tain is deep
and strong, and is bound to send out a great stream of acrid wa ter.

It is the mighty hand of Prov i dence which in spite of this hos til ity grants
to his true Church times of peace and re fresh ment. For these we ought to be
ex ceed ingly thank ful. Yet we should know that when all seems serene and
se cure there is a deep un der cur rent in the world which may break forth at
any time and send out anew a flood of tears and blood over the loyal con- 
fes sors of the royal priest hood.

The pages of his tory are black with the records of per se cu tion. There
were ten great waves of suf fer ing and blood in the first cen turies un der the
hea then Em pire of Rome. In the Mid dle Ages and on past the era of the
Ref or ma tion there looms up the in iq ui tous pa pal In qui si tion with its fright- 
ful in flic tion of cruel tor tures and long train of ex e cu tions. Lea re quired two
large vol umes for the In qui si tion alone. How many more would it take to
record all the in tol er ance, dis abil i ties, fines, con fis ca tions, degra da tions,
forced ex ile, re pres sive laws, and other in flic tions, which all have been used
to sup press the true re li gion and men’s ef forts to at tain it? Ev ery de vice that
cun ning and vi o lence could in vent has been em ployed.

Even in re cent days mis sion ar ies have paid with their lives for their holy
work. The mar tyr dom of Chris tian pas tors and peo ple dur ing the rev o lu tion- 
ary up heaval in Rus sia and the Baltic prov inces as a se quel of the world war
is a heartrend ing story known all too lit tle in spite of our great press as so ci- 
a tions, which are more in ter ested in sec u lar things. In our own land of re li- 
gious lib erty the keen est weapons of the mind are con stantly wielded
against the sav ing truth of Christ and those who pro fess that truth. Of ten
enough in a quiet way painful dam age is in flicted on those who are faith ful
to their Lord. Their in come, good name and char ac ter, ad vance ment and
stand ing is made to suf fer. The old hos til ity is there. If it can not get blood it
will take tears at least, heartaches and dis tress of any kind. All it needs is a
good op por tu nity. Though the civil laws de mand tol er ance, at tempts to
change them back to the old vi cious in tol er ance are re newed from time to
time.

This hos til ity to the royal priest hood and what it stands for has been one
con tin u ous ef fort for
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The Co er cion Of Con science.

You and I are not to be free to wor ship the dic tates of our own con sciences;
some body else wants to dic tate to us and force our con sciences. Hu man au- 
thor i ties in the guise of the State, or of the Church, or of a com bi na tion of
the two; and where these fail, hu man au thor i ties in the guise of learn ing,
sci ence, lib er al ism, mod ernism, spu ri ous pro gres sivism, try to over ride the
true faith, crush it out, and chain con science to their own re li gious or anti-
re li gious ideas.

The re sis tance to these de spi ca ble ef forts forms the most glo ri ous chap- 
ter in the his tory of Christ’s con fes sors in the royal priest hood. It has been
al most al ways, as it also should be, a pas sive re sis tance, a sim ple re fusal to
yield the con science, cou pled with a readi ness to en dure the worst that its
op po nents could in flict. Of course, many have been swept away in the trial
of faith, too weak to en dure unto the end, to at tain to the great tri umph in
what out wardly looked to men like de feat.

As one goes over the pages of his tory he is sur prised, how ex ceed ingly
long it has taken for the royal priest hood to win gen eral recog ni tion among
men, in par tic u lar also in the laws of the more en light ened gov ern ments,
recog ni tion of the great prin ci ple of

Lib erty Of Con science

for Christ’s con fes sors and for all men gen er ally.
Lib erty of con science is so clearly voiced in the New Tes ta ment. St. Pe- 

ter and St. John ac tu ally gave it clas sic ex pres sion when they told the Jew- 
ish rulers who tried to co erce their con sciences, “Whether it be right in the
sight of God to hear ken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.” Acts 4:19.
The Twelve shortly af ter put it still more ef fec tively be fore the same tri- 
bunal, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” Acts 5:29. Now the spirit
of these de ci sive dec la ra tions for lib erty of con science never died al to gether
in the his tory of the Church, but there were long pe ri ods when it was surely
sub merged. For ages the Church her self stooped to the hea then weapon of
co er cion, which it should never have used. In stead of ac claim ing lib erty of
con science, any as ser tion of it was put down when ever pos si ble, and the cry
for such lib erty was sti fled. Al ways a host of hu man au thor i ties and pow ers
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crowded in be tween God and the souls of men that tried to reach God by
means of his Word alone. Even to own that Word was at times branded as a
cap i tal crime.

Re ally it was not till that great day broke when Mar tin Luther, a lone
monk, faced the Diet at Worms in Ger many with the Em peror Charles V.
and all the dig ni taries of the Church and State, that the voice of the apos tles
was again raised with full clear ness and courage de mand ing lib erty of con- 
science. The as sem bled civil and ec cle si as ti cal au thor i ties de manded that
this monk should, with out fur ther ques tion or ar gu ment, re cant and re tract
all his writ ings and sub mit his con science to them. He asked time to con- 
sider his an swer. On the day fol low ing, fac ing the en tire im pos ing ar ray, he
made this re ply.

“Un less I be con vinced by tes ti monies of Scrip ture or clear rea sons —
for I be lieve nei ther the pope nor the coun cils alone, since it is ev i dent, they
have of ten erred and con tra dicted them selves, —— I am con vinced by the
Sa cred Scrip tures I have quoted, and my con science is bound in God’s
Word. I can re cant noth ing, and will re cant noth ing, be cause it is un safe and
dan ger ous to act against con science!” And then a mo ment later, “Here I
stand. I can not do oth er wise. God help me!”

Thus Luther, like the twelve apos tles of old, stood like a rock, un shaken,
for the lib erty of con science — a con science bound by the Word of God
alone. We are gripped by the hero ism of his act. But its im por tance ex ceeds
the hero ism of the man him self. On the prin ci ple of a con science free from
all hu man au thor ity and rest ing on God alone Luther’s en tire work was
founded.

Of course, the Diet granted no such lib erty ei ther to Luther or any other
man. The very idea of such lib erty was an in com pre hen si ble thing to those
who heard his re ply. Luther was banned and ex com mu ni cated.

The Lord al lowed the Ref or ma tion to spread in spite of the in tol er ant
forces ar rayed against it. It won its way far and wide. And yet the thing that
one would ex pect, namely that the great lib erty for which Luther stood as a
lone hero at Worms would at once be fully es tab lished wher ever the Ref or- 
ma tion came into com plete con trol, this very thing was not re al ized. State
as well as Church laws kept with hold ing and deny ing re li gious free dom.
One had to be lieve and wor ship as the laws re quired in the king dom or
prov ince in which he hap pened to live; if he re fused he was ex pelled.
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Some thing was gained —— he only had to mi grate, he was not tor tured
and killed. It was a long way to the goal set by St. Pe ter and St. John. This
ought to show us how pre cious the trea sure is, now that it has been made
ours at last.

Full re li gious lib erty, free dom of con Science, and the right freely to wor- 
ship God as one’s own heart dic tates, was not at tained un til the Amer i can
colonies were formed and our Re pub lic was or ga nized. In 1636 Roger
Williams pro claimed this ba sic law in the colony of Rhode Is land. Mary- 
land fol lowed in 1649. William Penn did the same in 1682, grant ing the
widest lib er ties. More than a cen tury later, in 1791, the Con sti tu tion of the
United States made com plete re li gious lib erty the uni ver sal law of our land.
Eu rope lagged be hind. Not till the nine teenth cen tury was reached and half
gone, did most of the Eu ro pean gov ern ments adopt re li gious lib erty in their
le gal sys tems, and even now in a few cases there are re stric tions.

The Church as well as the na tions were slow to cash in on the great
legacy of Luther’s dec la ra tion of re li gious in de pen dence made at Worms in
1521, April 18.

In con clu sion let us look some what more closely at

The Bless ing Of Free Con sciences.

Con science is re ally man’s own soul sit ting in judg ment on his own mo- 
tives, in ten tions, and acts, ei ther to ap prove them as right, or to dis ap prove
them as wrong. It is con science that makes man a moral and re li gious be ing.

While con science al ways dis tin guishes some things as right and some
things as wrong, it does not of it self pos sess the in fal li ble norm for truly de- 
cid ing what is right and what is wrong. There is only one such norm,
namely God’s own Word. All other norms are mis lead ing, some of them ter- 
ri bly so.

Con science it self can not be co erced. It will in the end de clare right only
What it deems right, and vice versa. It will do this even against man’s own
will, and cer tainly against any other will that would at tempt co er cion.

But con science can be tyr an nized. That means, a man can be forced to
call wrong what the ver dict of his con science must call right, or call right
What his con science con demns as wrong. Like wise he can be forced to do
wrong against the ver dict of his con science, or pre vented from do ing right
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against the same ver dict. Thus to vi o late con science is to out rage man’s
moral and re li gious na ture.

When now the royal priest hood stood up in the per sons of the twelve
apos tles, and again in Mar tin Luther, protest ing against this out rage, and de- 
mand ing the right to obey God alone in all things re li gious, it stood up, not
merely for it self as de mand ing an ex cep tional priv i lege, but equally for all
men, de mand ing lib erty of con science for them all. As there dare be no
tyranny over my soul and con science, so there dare be no tyranny over any
man’s.

But how when men’s con sciences do not bow to God and his Word?
How when they are mis led by false norms and by ig no rance of the right
norm? Right here is where the evil has crept in. When men thought oth ers
were go ing astray, by be liev ing, liv ing, and wor ship ing wrongly, they
thought they were en ti tled to step in and use force. Of ten they imag ined that
by thus us ing force they were do ing God ser vice. John 16:2. It was thus that
tyranny jus ti fied it self. It imag ined it was be stow ing a bless ing, though it
was by force.

The right an swer is not force or any form of vi o lence. Luther has re it er- 
ated again and again that the bat tles for men’s souls and con sciences are not
for the sword of steel, but for the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of
God. Eph. 6:17. There is only one right way to set men’s con sciences right,
and that is the di vine way.

Mo hammedanism con verts by the sword, Chris tian ity by the Gospel.
While it is true that the soul of it self does not pos sess the di vine norm of

right for its per fect guid ance, it does pos sess a lim ited nat u ral sense of right
and wrong. Even hea then na tions have es tab lished civil jus tice. By means
of a kind of nat u ral law in their hearts men praise and cul ti vate cer tain nat u- 
ral virtues and con demn and pun ish com mon vices and crimes. It is for this
rea son that gov ern ment passes laws and en forces them by po lice power.
Only, nat u ral moral ity is weak, su per fi cial, and of ten al to gether faulty. Yet
crime and vice are rightly pun ished by the strong arm of the law, no mat ter
what the blind con sciences of the vi cious may say, or hu man so ci ety would
be wrecked. St. Paul him self wrote that the gov ern ment does not bear the
sword in vain. Rom. 13:4.

This, how ever, is a dif fer ent thing en tirely from mak ing men re li gious by
force, com pelling them to prac tice some form of wor ship, even though it be
of the true re li gion, by means of threats and penal ties; or pre vent ing them
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from ex er cis ing some form of re li gion, ei ther true or false. To do this sort of
thing is it self the worst form of crime.

What a bless ing then for all of us, who ever we may be, to be free from
all tyranny of con science! The God who gave you your soul gave you a
con science in and with that soul. For that soul, and in that con science, you
are re spon si ble to him alone. Let no hu man power then in ter fere with that
soul and con science by threats and vi o lence. Let God come to you, God
alone, with his Word, its light and love, its grace and gifts, to en lighten,
free, and up lift your soul to com mu nion with God.

We of the royal priest hood who have ex pe ri enced this heav enly power
from God know what blessed ness it al ways brings. And the one thing we
ask, and ever must ask, is that our souls and con sciences, and those of all
men alike, be left free to at tain and en joy their blessed ness.

By no force that men have ever in vented can this true blessed ness be
made theirs. The Gospel is the only power of sal va tion. Faith is the key, not
force.

If men’s con sciences can not be reached by God, then there is no hope for
them. If God fails, men can not suc ceed.

Yet we of the royal priest hood must not think that when lib erty of con- 
science is se cured for us by the very law of the State, no ef fort will be made
at co erc ing us in re li gious things. There will al ways be ways and means for
some kind of an tichris tian pres sure against the faith. The world will never
be so ar ranged that the kings and priests of Christ will get through it un- 
scathed and un scarred, with out shed ding some tears and leav ing some
blood.

We are kings and priests unto God. Let that be our joy and holy pride.
The more we re al ize what our royal priest hood re ally is, the more will we
prize the price less bless ings it has brought for us, and, con nected with these
bless ings, the pre cious bene fac tions it has scat tered abroad in all the world.

Soli Deo Glo ria!
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)
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