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Dr. MarTIN LuTHER spoke of the actions of heroes and great men, such
as Alexander, Augustus, Hannibal, Pompey, and the like. “All,” he said,
“are not fit for the work of ruling men. Warriors think of nothing but
victory, and how to hold the field, and they bestow no thought upon good
government, nor consider how a land and a people are to be well ruled.
Such were Scipio, Hannibal, Alexander, and Julius Caesar. But Augustus
gave heed to government, and considered how it was to be carried on.”

Cicero 1s greatly superior to Aristotle in philosophy and in teaching; the
2 11 L Fdf icero are greatly superior to the (W K lof Bristotle. And
although Cicero was involved in the cares of government, and had much on
his shoulders, he greatly excels Aristotle, who was a lazy ass, and cared for
nothing but money and possessions, and comfortable, easy days. Cicero
handled the greatest and best questions in his philosophy, such as: Is there a
God? What is God? Does He give heed to the actions of men? Is the soul
immortal? etc. Aristotle 1s a good and skilful dialectician, who has observed
the right and orderly method in teaching, but the kernel of matters has he
not touched. Let those who wish to see a true philosophy read Cicero.
Cicero was a wise and industrious man, and he suffered much and
accomplished much. I hope that our Lord God will be gracious to him and
to the like of him. Of this we are not entitled to speak with certainty.
Although the revealed Word must abide, “He who believeth, and is
baptized, shall be saved,” (Mark 16:16), yet is it possible that God may
dispense with it in the case of the heathen. There will be a new heaven and
a new earth, much larger than the present; and He can give to every one
according to His good pleasure.



Dr. Martin Luther praised very highly the fables of AEsop, and said: “They
ought to be translated into German, and well arranged. It is a book not made
by one man, but by many great men at various times. It is of the special
grace of God that Cato’s little book and the fables of AEsop are used in the
schools. As far as I am able to judge, there are no better books than Cato’s
writings and the fables of AEsop.”



