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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing spir i tual truth.

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.
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In tro duc tion

A LARGE NUM BER of Chris tian stu dents in this and other lands have
adopted as their watch word “The Evan ge liza tion of the World in this Gen- 
er a tion.” They thus ex press their con vic tion that the apos tolic Gospel is the
power of God unto sal va tion, that it is in tended to meet the world’s great est
need, and that the chief busi ness of a Chris tian dis ci ple is to make this
Gospel ev ery where known, and thus best serve his day and gen er a tion.

Stu dents who have come un der the power of a sci ence that is largely ma- 
te ri al is tic and of a phi los o phy which has no place for the su per nat u ral re- 
gard this evan ge lis tic pro gram as be ing an ti quated and nar row, and, con- 
tem plat ing man as a mere crea ture of cir cum stance, they main tain that the
great ob jec tive of the Church should be to im prove ex ter nal con di tions, to
up lift the whole so cial or der by ed u ca tion and by ev ery ad van tage of an im- 
proved en vi ron ment. To such, even though they may com mend in a gen eral
way a kind of so cial evan ge lism, the preach ing of the apos tolic Gospel is
for the most part fool ish ness, and they show lit tle if any in ter est in bring ing
un be liev ers to an ac cep tance of Je sus Christ as Saviour and Lord.

When one notes the small num ber of ad di tions to the Church on con fes- 
sion of faith, at home and on the mis sion field, fol low ing the la bor of a
large num ber of min is ters and Chris tian work ers, he must con clude that
very lit tle is be ing done in the apos tolic busi ness of win ning souls to a per- 
sonal al le giance to Je sus Christ. The main rea son for this is a lack of con- 
vic tion as to the Gospel’s in com pa ra ble value. Our min is ters and our
churches need to be re minded in the most forcible way that the liv ing Christ
is at work in the world, and that through the power of his Spirit he is abun- 
dantly able to turn men from dark ness to light and from the power of Sa tan
unto God.

The tes ti mony of Mr. Paul M. Kanamori, of ten called the Dwight L.
Moody of Japan, should serve to stim u late faith in the power of God’s Holy
Word, in the sav ing power of Je sus Christ, God’s only Son our Saviour, in
the re gen er at ing power of his Holy Spirit, — to res cue men from sin and
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make them apos tles of the Gospel of the grace of God. The story of
Mr. Kanamori’s con ver sion, of his de par ture from the fold of Christ, and his
recla ma tion, is the same old mes sage of God and sin and sal va tion wherein
lies the only fun da men tal hope for a lost world. This dra matic and ap peal- 
ing bi og ra phy of a great mod ern evan ge list should serve as a warn ing to any
who may be in clined to aban don the sim plic ity that is in Christ, and should
prove stim u lat ing to all who are en listed in the great en ter prises of the
King dom. For a preacher of the cross to win fifty thou sand dis ci ples for
Christ shows that the days of the apos tles are not past, and proves that the
evan ge liza tion of the world in this gen er a tion can not be an idle dream to
one who has ex pe ri enced the Gospel’s power, and is con vinced that there is
none other name than that of Christ given un der heaven among men
whereby they must be saved.

J. ROSS STEVEN SON.
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1. The Ser vant Sent

IN THE YEAR 1852 the Gov ern ment of the United States sent an ex pe di tion
un der Com modore Perry to the Far East. He came to Japan with four ships,
manned by 560 men, and con cluded a treaty of com merce be tween the
United States and Japan, thus open ing that her mit na tion of the Far East to
the light of mod ern civ i liza tion. This was the dawn of new Japan.

About 1870, an Amer i can sol dier, Cap tain L. L. Janes, came to my coun- 
try. But his com ing was en tirely dif fer ent from that of the for mer one. He
was not sent by the United States Gov ern ment, but was in vited by the Ja pa- 
nese Gov ern ment to teach mil i tary tac tics to her sub jects.

In those days Japan was di vided into about three hun dred small prov- 
inces, each hav ing its own prince or lord, and each prince hav ing an army
of his own to fight with other princes. One of these feu dal princes of the
south ern is land, called Kyushu, was quite an am bi tious man. He schemed to
have a strong army, which was drilled in quite up-to-date, mod ern mil i tary
tac tics of the “West ern Na tions,” as the Ja pa nese called the coun tries of Eu- 
rope and Amer ica. For this pur pose he en gaged Cap tain Janes, who was a
grad u ate of the West Point Mil i tary Acad emy, and a cap tain in the Union
Army, and was said to have fought four years in the Civil War, to come to
his prov ince and found a mil i tary school.

Mean while, this prince had se lected about one hun dred boys from
among his own sub jects, by a spe cial ex am i na tion, and put them into this
mil i tary school. Thus the school was started. But soon af ter this a great po- 
lit i cal change took place in Japan, by which all the feu dal lords of the coun- 
try re stored their ter ri to ries to the Im pe rial Gov ern ment, the whole coun try
now be ing ruled by one supreme head, the Em peror of Japan, and all the
pro vin cial armies were dis persed. There be ing no longer any need of a pro- 
vin cial mil i tary school, this one was changed in char ac ter, and be came sim- 
ply an Eng lish school, where Cap tain Janes taught for seven years.

In this con nec tion I must tell you how God in his prov i dence turned this
school, orig i nally in tended for the train ing of mil i tary of fi cers, into a nurs- 
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ery for Chris tian work ers. It was a won der ful prov i dence, in deed, by which
God raised up many “chil dren unto Abra ham” out of these rude stones.

Cap tain Janes was not a mis sion ary, and had no con nec tion with any
mis sion board in Amer ica. But he was an earnest Chris tian, filled with a
strong de sire to lead to Christ those boys who came un der his in struc tion.
His wife, too, who was a daugh ter of Doc tor Scud der, an early mis sion ary
to In dia, was a pray ing woman. I was told by her sis ter, and her brother,
Dr. Dore mus Scud der, when they came to my coun try as mis sion ar ies long
years af ter this, how in those early days Mrs. Janes used to spend many
nights in prayer with tears.

In the be gin ning Cap tain Janes could not talk much about Chris tian ity,
be cause he did not know the lan guage. He could not speak Ja pa nese at all.
He did not even at tempt to learn Ja pa nese. He used Eng lish alone from the
very be gin ning of his teach ings. When he taught the al pha bet to his boys he
spoke Eng lish to them. No body could un der stand him. He did not em ploy
an in ter preter, be cause he did not like the idea of hav ing a go-be tween with
his stu dents. He tried from the first to come into di rect con tact with his
pupils, and to in spire them through his own per son al ity. And he did in spire
them. The boys were fas ci nated and cap ti vated by his unique per son al ity
long be fore they were con verted to his re li gious faith.

In the third year of his teach ing, when the older boys be gan to un der- 
stand him and he could talk with them in Eng lish, he be gan to talk about
Chris tian ity. He could not teach Chris tian ity in the school. It was not a mis- 
sion school, and to teach Chris tian ity was not his ob ject in com ing, but he
of fered to teach us the Bible, if we would go to his house Sat ur day
evenings. And he gave us sev eral copies of the Eng lish Bible. At first, out
of mere cu rios ity, a few of the older boys went to read the Bible with him
ev ery Sat ur day evening. But the Bible was a strange book to us, and we
could not un der stand it at all. Also, Cap tain Janes had a very pe cu liar way
of teach ing the Bible. He did not ex plain much, nor ar gue much with his
stu dents; but from the very be gin ning of the Bible read ing he asked us to
com mit to mem ory cer tain pas sages, such as John 1:1-18, and 3:1-21, and
we did so out of sheer re spect for our revered teacher. I have for got ten al- 
most ev ery thing I heard in his Bible class, but these Scrip ture verses still re- 
main in my mem ory.

Then in ad di tion to this Bible read ing, Cap tain Janes be gan to preach ev- 
ery Sun day morn ing in his own par lor. Though he had no the o log i cal train- 
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ing he used to preach fine ser mons, and very long ones, of ten two or three
hours at a time. It may be that I learned my three-hour ser mon from him.
But as he was an elo quent speaker we were much im pressed by his Sun day
morn ing preach ing. One day when he was preach ing on Paul and his great
mis sion ary work, he sud denly turned to me and said, “What do you think of
this man? Is it not a glo ri ous thing to im i tate such a great man as the Apos- 
tle Paul?” From that time the name of Paul be came a part of my name.
Through his preach ing, about a dozen boys of the school were con verted.
This was in the sum mer of 1875.

Af ter we were con verted we be came very much in ter ested in read ing the
Bible. But while the school was in ses sion we could not get much time for
it, be cause we were so pressed with our daily lessons. So when the win ter
va ca tion of that year came, a few of the Chris tian boys re mained in the
school, in stead of go ing back to their own homes to en joy the hol i days. Our
pur pose in stay ing in the school was to read the Bible and pray to gether.
Dur ing this va ca tion we tried to put aside all other books, and to read the
Bible only. In those days we had no Ja pa nese Bible. We had only the Eng- 
lish Bible, which our teacher gave us. We had no com men taries to ex plain
the dif fi cult pas sages, nor a Bible dic tio nary to con sult. But we spent the
whole time of this va ca tion in read ing the plain Eng lish Bible. We read
mostly the Four Gospels, the Acts of the Apos tles, and the Epis tles to the
Ro mans. I re mem ber how we en joyed this Bible read ing. We al most de- 
voured the Book, just as young peo ple nowa days de vour their sen sa tional
nov els.

This Bible read ing was the prepa ra tion for a pow er ful re vival which
soon broke out in that school. This was the first re vival in mod ern Japan, or
rather it should be called the first out pour ing of the Holy Spirit, be cause
there was noth ing yet to re vive. We did not know that it was a re vival of re- 
li gion. We had nei ther heard nor read of such things. We had not seen a sin- 
gle mis sion ary. No mis sion ary had ever vis ited that part of the coun try. We
were so ig no rant of the Chris tian world out side of us that we did not even
know the mod ern in sti tu tion of church and pas tor. We did not know that the
min is ter who preaches the Gospel can be sup ported by the church. We
thought if we were go ing to preach the Gospel we must do as Paul did, —
work ing with our own hands and preach ing the Gospel. All we knew were
Bible truths and Bible per son ages. We knew Je sus Christ and how he died
upon the cross for us. We knew Paul and Pe ter and John and James, and
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how they were filled with the Holy Spirit and what mighty works they did.
And we boys sim ply tried to im i tate those great apos tles.

With out know ing that it was a re vival of re li gion, we had it, and that,
too, a pow er ful one. It hap pened on this wise. When the win ter va ca tion
was over, all the boys re turned to school. These boys were quite young. I
was one of the old est among them, and I was only eigh teen. When the
younger boys re turned to the school, we older boys who had read the Bible
dur ing va ca tion were now so full of it that we could not help talk ing about it
to these younger stu dents. These stu dents now be came very much in ter ested
in hear ing Bible sto ries, and they also be gan to read the Bible them selves.
So we formed Bible classes and taught them. The whole school was thrown
into such a fever of Bible read ing that, al though the new term had al ready
com menced, the school could not re sume its or di nary work be cause no body
cared to read any other book but the Bible, Bible, Bible. Ev ery body was
read ing the Bible, and ev ery where Bible classes were go ing on. Con se- 
quently, for the whole of the first week of the term the reg u lar stud ies were
sus pended, and the school was given over to Bible read ing. We thought at
one time that the whole school of one hun dred boys was go ing to be con- 
verted at once. Con ver sion af ter con ver sion oc curred. There was a boy
about fif teen years of age who preached so pow er fully among his fel low-
stu dents that as a re sult many were con verted.

The re vival did not con fine it self within the school walls. We were not
sat is fied with the con ver sion of the school boys alone. We went out of the
school, preach ing the Gospel in our own homes, to our par ents, rel a tives,
and friends. We even went to our for mer Con fu cian teach ers, and told them
the new truths we had learned from the Bible. We were all Con fu cian ists,
and brought up in the Con fu cian school be fore we en tered Cap tain Janes’
school. There were quite of ten very hot dis cus sions be tween those old
teach ers and the newly con verted Chris tian boys. But al ways these boys
were able to con found those old Con fu cian schol ars. As they could not
with stand nor gain say these boys’ ar gu ments, they were en raged at them.
One day I called on my old Con fu cian teacher, who loved me as dearly as
one of his own sons, and I was also very much at tached to him; but as I told
him the new truths which I had learned from the Bible there arose a hot dis- 
cus sion be tween us. When he saw that I would not obey his com mand to re- 
nounce the Chris tian faith, he was greatly en raged, and said, “You must
never come back again to my house to see me.”
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I was al most driven out of his house, and I did not see him again be fore
his death. But I am happy to tell you that not long af ter his death his widow
be came a Chris tian, and one of his grand sons is now the pas tor of a Chris- 
tian church.

In the midst of such a sweep ing re vival a great en emy ap peared. Per se- 
cu tion broke out, not by the gov ern ment, but by the fam i lies, par ents, rel a- 
tives, and friends of the young con verts. At the in sti ga tion of the Con fu cian
teach ers, the par ents and rel a tives tried to per suade their boys to re nounce
their Chris tian faith, and to re turn to the Con fu cian teach ing.

You know that the first mis sion ar ies in Japan were Ro man Catholics,
sent about five hun dred years ago, but the Ja pa nese Gov ern ment, as well as
the peo ple, had for many cen turies bit terly per se cuted these Ro man
Catholics. Any one who pro fessed to be Chris tian was in dan ger of bring ing
cap i tal pun ish ment upon him self and his fam ily. Peo ple looked upon Chris- 
tians as traitors to the coun try, and feared that they would be come the tools
of the for eign na tions rep re sented by the mis sion ar ies. So the Chris tians
were looked upon by the coun try at large as very de testable peo ple, dan ger- 
ous to the safety of the coun try.

I re mem ber that when I was a lit tle boy we used to see the Gov ern ment’s
no tice boards set up ev ery where with this state ment: “The be lief in the evil
re li gion of Je sus is strictly for bid den by or der.” In some places, some times,
the fol low ing state ment was added: “If any one know ing a be liever in this
re li gion of Je sus will in form the au thor i ties, he shall be re warded by the
Gov ern ment.” These re wards were given in money.

My grand fa ther was an of fi cer of some po si tion in our pro vin cial gov- 
ern ment. At one time he was ap pointed chief of fi cer over a large dis trict. It
was the duty of such of fi cials to ex am ine the re li gion of the peo ple over
whom they were placed. For this pur pose he used to call all the peo ple of
his dis trict once a year to his of fi cial res i dence. The day of such a gath er ing
was counted among the great days of the year. It was called the “Feast of
Pic ture Tram pling.” I re mem ber my grand fa ther had a small iron cru ci fix,
such as the Ro man Catholic priests carry with them. This cru ci fix was put
in a small box, which was cov ered with an iron grat ing, so that the fig ure
within might be seen from the out side, and this box was placed in a small
hole dug for the pur pose, in the mid dle of a large court yard, where usu ally
the crim i nals were ex am ined. Then the peo ple were called in, one by one,
by name, in the pres ence of the Gov ern ment of fi cers, all dressed in their of- 
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fi cial robes, with swords and spears to guard against emer gen cies. The peo- 
ple of each town ship, headed by the mayor, were called in by them selves,
and when they came to the place where the box was placed they tram pled
upon it and passed on. To this feast all peo ple, men and women and even
chil dren, were or dered to come. When the women came into the yard, af ter
they them selves had stepped on the box, they put down their chil dren and
made their lit tle feet touch the cru ci fix, thus tes ti fy ing that they were not of
this re li gion. If any one re fused to tram ple upon the cross he was ar rested at
once, and put into prison on the charge of be ing a Chris tian. My grand fa ther
had a prison in which to put such men.

Once when I was watch ing those coun try folks tram pling upon the box I
asked my grand fa ther, “What is that fig ure in the box, on which these peo- 
ple are tread ing?”

He turned to me and said: “Oh, that is an un clean worm! if it is not put in
that box and tram pled upon by the peo ple, it will creep out and do im mense
mis chief to the coun try.”

This was the first time I came in con tact with the cross of Christ, and I
was told that it was an “un clean worm.” And now, only a lit tle over ten
years af ter those days, I my self be came a Chris tian. No won der that the par- 
ents and rel a tives should be fright ened at the prospect of their boys be com- 
ing the wor shipers of that “un clean worm.” For tu nately, by this time the
gov ern ment which had per se cuted Chris tian ity for so long was over thrown,
and the present Im pe rial Gov ern ment came into power, and there was no
dan ger of per se cu tion com ing from that quar ter. But the fam i lies tried in ev- 
ery way to drive out of their boys’ heads what they called “the fool ish no- 
tion of be liev ing in an un clean re li gion”; but it was too late. Chris tian ity
had al ready taken such a deep root in our hearts that noth ing could up root it.
The fire once kin dled by heaven can not be quenched by any earthly means.
Of course there were a few weak ones among the be liev ing boys, who fell
away from the ranks of be liev ers be cause of this per se cu tion. But there re- 
mained about forty boys with the firm de ter mi na tion to hold on to their new
faith, even unto death.

I dis tinctly re call it now that it was on a fine Sun day morn ing, Jan u ary
30, 1876, the year af ter our con ver sion, that these forty Chris tian boys went
up a lit tle hill called Hanaoka, its lit eral mean ing be ing the “Mount of
Flow ers,” just out side the city of Ku mamoto, where Cap tain Janes’ school
was lo cated. At the top of the “Mount of Flow ers” there was a big old pine
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tree spread ing out its branches. This pine tree is still stand ing there af ter
half a cen tury of the most event ful life of new Japan. Un der this grand old
tree, at the top of the hill, those forty Chris tian boys had a ser vice ded i cat- 
ing them selves to God. First they drew up an ar ti cle of ded i ca tion, the main
mean ing of which, as I re mem ber it now, was as fol lows: “This day we con- 
se crate our selves to the ser vice of Christ, and pledge our selves to preach his
Gospel through out the whole em pire of Japan, even though it means death.”
Af ter the read ing of this ar ti cle each one signed his name to it. Then they
sang sev eral hymns.

We had no Ja pa nese hymns as yet. We knew only the Eng lish hymns,
which Mrs. Janes had taught us to sing. Among them was that mis sion ary
hymn:

“From Green land’s icy moun tains,
 From In dia’s coral strand,
Where Afric’s sunny foun tains
 Roll down their golden sand,
From many an an cient river,
 From many a palmy plain,
They call us to de liver
 Their land from er ror’s chain.”

An other was:

“Must Je sus bear the Cross alone,
 And all the world go free?
No, there’s a cross for ev ery one,
 And there’s a cross for me.”

Our fa vorite was:

“Je sus, I my cross have taken,
 All to leave and fol low thee,
Naked, poor, de spised, for saken,
 Thou from hence my all shalt be.
Per ish ev ery fond am bi tion,
 All I’ve sought, or hoped, or known,
Yet how rich is my con di tion,
 God and Heaven are still my own!”
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This hymn ex actly ex pressed our sit u a tion at the time. Here at the top of the
“Mount of Flow ers” we took up our cross, de ter mined to fol low Je sus, even
unto death. Here we for sook all our fond worldly am bi tions. Hereto fore we
had dreamed of be com ing great men of the world, ei ther states men or sol- 
diers, or busi ness men, per haps mil lion aires. Hu man na ture is the same ev- 
ery where. Young peo ple are al ways dream ing of great things, but now we
had cho sen to be come “naked, poor, de spised, for saken,” for Christ’s sake.
Here we took our firm stand, and pre pared to face a storm of per se cu tion,
which was just burst ing upon us, to crush and over throw this lit tle band of
forty boys. Then, as the last act of our ded i ca tion ser vice, I of fered a prayer
of con se cra tion for all. Thus armed with power from above we de scended
the hill, singing and re joic ing. This was in deed a bold chal lenge to the en e- 
mies of Chris tian ity.

As soon as the meet ing of the Chris tian boys at the Mount of Flow ers
was known abroad, our per se cu tors took stronger mea sures. Many of the
Chris tian boys were taken out of the school and im pris oned in their own
homes, or other places, be ing cut off en tirely from their Chris tian friends in
the school, and sub jected to very se vere treat ment, in some cases even to
cru elty.

In the home of one of the boys the mother was so grieved over her son
be com ing a Chris tian that, when she saw no sim ple per sua sion would avail
to turn his heart from fol low ing Je sus, she be took her self to a last re sort. In
the olden days the high class ladies in Japan car ried small swords in their
bo soms as a means of pro tec tion; so now, with her sword in her hand, she
faced her boy and de manded an im me di ate re nun ci a tion of his Chris tian
faith. And in case he would not do so within twenty-four hours, she threat- 
ened to com mit sui cide, to atone for the sin of dis hon or ing her an ces tors by
let ting her son be come a fol lower of an “un clean re li gion.”

It was not a mere threat. The mother was in earnest. I called on her that
very day and begged her to let me see her boy, who was one of my dear est
friends, just to bid him good-bye be fore we should die. In those days we
Chris tian boys, on our side, were de ter mined to die be fore we would re- 
nounce our al le giance to Christ. It was a life and death strug gle be tween us
and our en e mies. But when I saw her I trem bled, be cause she was in such a
de ter mined mood that I felt as though I were stand ing be fore a dead per son,
pale and ghastly, and she said calmly to me:
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“No, you can not see my boy, but if you in sist on see ing him, kill me
first, and then you may see him.”

I said to her, “My aunt, I did not come here to kill you, but only to see
your boy.” Thus say ing, I left her house with a heavy heart, full of fear and
anx i ety, think ing that be fore the next day dawned ei ther the mother or the
son in that home would die.

Some thing hap pened, prov i den tially. I can not now re call what it was, but
the mother was pre vented from com mit ting sui cide, and her son was saved
from re nounc ing his faith. And this same mother, long years af ter, her self
be came a Chris tian, and died in the faith.

There were sev eral such cases in the homes of these Chris tian boys. In
an other home the fa ther was so en raged that he came with his drawn sword
in his hand, and ac tu ally at tempted to take his son’s life. You know that in
the olden days the Samu rai class, which was the war rior class in old Japan,
used al ways to carry two swords, one long and the other short, and were in
the habit of us ing them quite freely. These boys all be longed to this Samu rai
class.

I was one of the most bit terly per se cuted. Af ter re ceiv ing se vere treat- 
ment at the hands of my rel a tives for many months, I was fi nally dis owned
and cast out of my fa ther’s house. I lost ev ery thing ex cept my Eng lish Bible
and Bun yan’s “Pil grim’s Progress,” which be came now my sole pos ses- 
sions.

Though they were made to pass through the or deal of much per se cu tion,
the Chris tian boys fi nally gained the vic tory. Per se cu tion could not ac com- 
plish the pur pose of our en e mies. The more bit terly they per se cuted us, the
more We were con firmed in our faith. We used to com fort one an other by
say ing, “Is not this the liv ing proof of the truth of Chris tian ity? We see right
here in our midst the per fect ful fill ment of the word of Christ spo ken nine- 
teen cen turies ago, ‘A man’s foes shall be they of his own house hold.’”

This band of forty boys was af ter wards called the “Ku mamoto Band,”
well known in the early his tory of Chris tian mis sions in mod ern Japan.

Thus far I have told you only one side of this story of the “Ku mamoto
Band.” But there is an other side to it, even more won der ful than this, which
I must not omit. In the sum mer of 1865, just ten years be fore the time of
which I am speak ing, a young Ja pa nese ar rived in the city of Bos ton. He
had left his coun try a year be fore, in an Amer i can schooner. In those days to
leave the coun try was al most cer tain death to a Ja pa nese. But the young
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man dared this cer tain death, and af ter a year of hard ship and suf fer ing in a
sea voy age he fi nally reached his goal, the land of lib erty and en light en- 
ment. He was poor and des ti tute, and was with out any friends to look af ter
him in this strange land. He re mained in this help less con di tion af ter his ar- 
rival for many weeks. At one time he was so dis cour aged that he al most de- 
spaired of ob tain ing the ob ject of his com ing to Amer ica, and was on the
verge of in san ity. But Heaven did not for sake him. A gen er ous and no ble-
hearted Chris tian cit i zen of Bos ton, Mr. Alpheus Hardy, owner of the ship
in which he had come, hear ing of his case, took him into his home, and rec- 
og niz ing the fine spirit and no ble am bi tion of this young man, Mr. Hardy
de cided to adopt him and give him a thor ough Amer i can ed u ca tion. He was
first placed in the Phillips Acad emy at An dover, then was sent to Amherst
Col lege, and fi nally to the An dover The o log i cal Sem i nary to be trained for
the Chris tian min istry.

Af ter ten years of train ing and prepa ra tion, this young man re turned to
Japan, in 1874, and the next year, 1875, which was the very year when
those Ku mamoto boys were con verted, he opened a Chris tian school un der
the aus pices of the Amer i can Mis sion Board in Japan, in the city of Ky oto,
the old cap i tal. This was Dr. Joseph Hardy Neeshima, a man of God, and
the great est Chris tian leader in Japan. He was filled with a burn ing zeal for
the sal va tion of his coun try men, and was look ing ea gerly for like-minded
young men who would come and join him in the great work of evan ge liz ing
Japan.

Here you see again the won der ful work ing of the prov i dence of God.
While on one hand God was pre par ing and dis ci plin ing those forty boys of
the “Ku mamoto Band” by spe cial ed u ca tion un der Cap tain Janes, as well as
by bit ter per se cu tion, he was at the same time train ing this great Chris tian
leader of Japan through the kind help of Alpheus Hardy in Amer ica.
Dr. Neeshima knew noth ing of these Ku mamoto boys, and they knew noth- 
ing of Dr. Neeshima and his school. Though en tirely un known to each
other, we were all in the same Hand, be ing molded and shaped for the com- 
ing work of his king dom.

In the spring of 1876, when Cap tain Janes, through an Amer i can news- 
pa per, heard of Dr. Neeshima and his Chris tian school, he at once com mu ni- 
cated with him, and told him all about the “Ku mamoto Band.” It came as a
great sur prise to Dr. Neeshima and his col leagues. I was told by one of the
mis sion ary teach ers who was with Dr. Neeshima at the time that it seemed
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to them as though the forty boys fell down straight from heaven. They had
never dreamed such a won der ful thing was go ing on in such an ob scure part
of the coun try.

On our side it was a great joy and com fort in the midst of per se cu tion to
hear of such a Chris tian man and school ex ist ing in our own coun try. By the
fall of that year al most all of the “Ku mamoto Band,” hav ing been driven
out of their homes and their na tive prov ince, came to this school of
Dr. Neeshima, and joined him in his great work. Thus was started the first
Chris tian col lege, “The Doshisha Uni ver sity,” which was des tined to be- 
come a cen ter of Chris tian ed u ca tion and Chris tian in flu ence in Japan, and
from which came the new im pulse for Chris tian work in that coun try, and
Dr Neeshima be came its first pres i dent.

Of the “Ku mamoto Band,” about fif teen boys who had al ready fin ished
their prepara tory ed u ca tion in Cap tain Janes’ school, en tered the the o log i cal
class, the first in Doshisha Uni ver sity. For three years they re ceived the o- 
log i cal train ing and prepa ra tion for the Chris tian min istry. Af ter grad u at ing
in 1879, most of these boys went out as home mis sion ar ies, preach ing the
Gospel of Christ all over Japan, and found ing Con gre ga tional churches in
many parts of the coun try.

In Japan the Pres by te rian churches now have the largest num ber of be- 
liev ers. Then come the Con gre ga tional churches, and af ter that those of
other de nom i na tions. But though the Con gre ga tional churches come sec ond
in mem ber ship they have the largest num ber and the strong est churches.
This is due mostly to the work of the “Ku mamoto Band.” From it came
forth the most in flu en tial and fore most preach ers and pas tors of the Con gre- 
ga tional churches in Japan.

One of this band, a grad u ate of 1879, has been now over forty years a
pas tor of a large Con gre ga tional church. He is called the Bishop of South- 
ern Japan, with out ap point ment. An other of this band is one of the great est
Chris tian schol ars in Japan, and is now the Pres i dent of the Na tional Sun day
School As so ci a tion. The present Pres i dent of the Doshisha Uni ver sity is
also a mem ber of this band. Af ter Dr. Neeshima, the first Pres i dent, died, in
1890, four of the pres i dents of that uni ver sity came from this band. Not
only in the re li gious and ed u ca tional work, but also in Gov ern ment ser vice,
in the House of Par lia ment, as well as in the busi ness world, some of the
mem bers of this band were able to hold quite im por tant po si tions.



20

So you see this “Ku mamoto Band” was used might ily by the hand of
God for es tab lish ing a Chris tian tes ti mony in mod ern Japan. And you know
now how it came about. It was not started by a mis sion ary, nor by a min is- 
ter. It was started by a lay man, by a sol dier who had no the o log i cal train ing
or min is te rial ex pe ri ence, and who had not come to my coun try to teach
Chris tian ity, but to teach mil i tary tac tics, the Eng lish lan guage and mod ern
sci ence. But as a by-prod uct of this lay man’s work this “Ku mamoto Band”
sprang up and be came a power in the Chris tian world of Japan. A won der- 
ful work ing of Prov i dence! In deed, God can use any thing as his in stru ment
to ex e cute his own pur pose. He used a jaw bone of an don key in the hand of
Sam son to de stroy a thou sand Philistines. It may be that the “Ku mamoto
Band” and Cap tain Janes were as the jaw bone of an don key.

My friends, do you think that there are no such promis ing young men to
be found in my coun try now? Oh, yes, there are the mak ings of “Ku mamoto
Bands” al ways and ev ery where. If you will send out mis sion ar ies filled
with burn ing zeal for the sal va tion of souls, who will come into di rect per- 
sonal touch with young men and women and in spire them through their
own per son al i ties by the aid of the Holy Spirit, you can find any num ber of
such bands even now.

Not only in Japan, but in all the mis sion fields of the world, there are
thou sands of such boys just wait ing for some Cap tain Janes to come and
form them into a band of Chris tian work ers. There fore the ques tion is not
whether we can find such “Ku mamoto Bands” now, but whether we can
find such Cap tain Janes’.
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2. The Ser vant Dis obe di ent

IN MY FIRST CHAP TER I gave a brief ac count of the Ku mamoto Band, their
con ver sion and ded i ca tion, per se cu tion, and vic tory, how they came to
Dr. Neeshima’s school, how they went out again, preach ing the Gospel and
found ing Con gre ga tional churches in all parts of Japan, and how this band
was might ily used by God for es tab lish ing a tes ti mony to Christ in my
coun try. So far I have told the good part of this story.

But now I must turn to my own part in it, be cause I am to tell you the
story of my own Chris tian life. But when I turn to my own part I am sorry
to say that I can not give the good part only, but I must give the bad part too.
I was not a good boy, as some of my friends were, work ing faith fully dur ing
half a cen tury. I was a back slid ing, prodi gal son of my Heav enly Fa ther for
many years. My life was ship wrecked on the rocks of doubt and un be lief. I
have noth ing to glory of, but only to con fess my sins and fail ures. It is not a
pleas ant thing for a man to speak of his own sins and fail ings. But I think it
is our duty as Chris tians to con fess our sins to one an other. So I here wish to
dis charge that first duty, and, if pos si ble, warn my young friends who are in
dan ger of tread ing the same path, and fall ing into the same pit I did.

I was the first one of the Ku mamoto Band who came to Doshisha Uni- 
ver sity, in the sum mer of 1876. There was not a sin gle build ing on the
whole Uni ver sity cam pus, so I was con nected with that school from its very
foun da tion. Also I was a mem ber of the first grad u at ing class, of 1879. Af- 
ter grad u at ing from this school, I went down to the Prov ince of Okayama as
a mis sion ary. I had no money, no salary, no help. As Christ told us, I went
to a wor thy man, who fed and clothed me for the first year of my min istry.
There was an Amer i can Board mis sion sta tion in Okayama, and I worked in
con nec tion with it, and af ter a year there sprang up a Con gre ga tional church
of about fifty mem bers, and I be came its first pas tor, re ceiv ing three dol lars
and a half for a month’s salary. But our work was very much blessed. Be- 
sides the cen tral church there sprang up many other churches all around,
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and this prov ince be came one of the strong est cen ters of the Chris tian world
in Japan.

Then I was called back by Dr. Neeshima to his school as a pro fes sor of
the ol ogy. So I came back to my alma mater and as sisted Dr. Neeshima in
teach ing, and also in the work of the pres i dency. So, you see, at first even I
was do ing some good work for the cause of Christ. I was re garded as one of
the most promis ing Chris tian work ers of the coun try at the time.

Now comes my bad turn. Dur ing my stay in Doshisha Uni ver sity, as a
pro fes sor of the ol ogy I read many books on that sub ject. Among them were
the books of Ger man New The ol ogy and the Higher Crit i cism. To me,
brought up in al most Pu ri tan strict ness of doc trine and prac tice, their easy
and free way of han dling the Word of God and in ter pret ing the doc trines of
the Bible was so in ter est ing and fas ci nat ing that I was com pletely car ried
away by their cun ning ar gu ment. And my po si tions in or tho dox the ol ogy
were thrown down, one af ter an other, by those fiery doubts shot from the
camp of New The ol ogy. I thought I was stand ing on the rocks of or tho dox
the ol ogy, but now those very rocks them selves seemed to melt un der the
heat of mod ern crit i cism.

Fi nally I be came a con vert to this new doc trine, and its de vout fol lower.
Not only that, but I be came a very zeal ous pro pa gan dist. I be gan to prop a- 
gate the new doc trine in preach ing and writ ing. I trans lated Dr. Pflei derer’s
“Phi los o phy of Re li gion” into Ja pa nese, un der the ti tle of “The Lib eral The- 
ol ogy.” He was the pro fes sor of the ol ogy in Berlin Uni ver sity, and was re- 
garded as one of the fore most schol ars of New The ol ogy of the day. I my- 
self wrote a book called “Present and Fu ture Chris tian ity of Japan.” In this
book I proph e sied that, though the present Chris tian ity of Japan was or tho- 
dox, the fu ture Chris tian ity would be a lib eral one. Some lib er als say that
prophecy has been ful filled, but I hope not. At any rate, I am sorry to say
that this book has led astray many young friends, but I am happy to say that
it is out of print now. This book made some stir in the Chris tian world of
Japan at the time.

In those days all the Con gre ga tional churches were or tho dox and evan- 
gel i cal. Of course, the Pres by te ri ans, the Methodists, the Epis co palians, and
the Bap tists were thor ough go ing or tho dox, and Con gre ga tional min is ters
were the zeal ous de fend ers of the or tho dox faith. I was looked at as a very
dan ger ous heretic, and was al most ex com mu ni cated. I could not con sci en- 
tiously stay in the or tho dox church, since my the ol ogy so greatly dif fered
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from theirs, and so I left the Con gre ga tional church in or der to make my po- 
si tion clear to the world; but when I left the church I left the Chris tian min- 
istry also.

I wish to call spe cial at ten tion to this point: Why did I leave the min istry
when I left the Con gre ga tional church? Be cause, in the first place, my New
The ol ogy and Higher Crit i cism had de stroyed my faith in the per fect, di vine
au thor ity of the Bible; and in the sec ond place, they had de stroyed my faith
in the per fect de ity of Christ. When I had lost these two things I had lost ev- 
ery thing. I could not preach Christ alone, and him cru ci fied. I could preach
Chris tian the ism, Chris tian moral ity, and Chris tian so ci ol ogy. In fact, I
could preach all the prac ti cal side of Chris tian ity, but not the cen tral fun da- 
men tal truths of Chris tian ity, Christ and his sal va tion through the cross.

In those days there were many lib er als who were say ing, “You may have
your own the ol ogy in your study, but re tain the com monly ac cepted Chris- 
tian doc trine in the pul pit. There is no need of en ter ing into the dis cus sion
of the o log i cal ques tions in the pul pit, be cause it is for the com mon peo ple,
and not for the schol ars.”

But I said: “I can not use two the olo gies in my min istry, one for my self,
and the other for the peo ple. I can not han dle the Word of God in such a
dou ble-handed way. What I have learned in my study that I will preach in
my pul pit.”

But such was quite the com mon prac tice among the lib er als of those
days. Not only in those days, but even now, there are many lib er als who are
prac tic ing these worldly coun sels of han dling the Word of God cun ningly
and de ceit fully. They are pro claim ing from their pul pits, not the sal va tion of
souls by the blood of Christ, but only what they call so cial sal va tion, moral
up lift, and world re con struc tion by the ex am ple of Je sus of Nazareth, thus
hid ing their skep ti cal the ol ogy and ag nos tic phi los o phy un der the cloak of
prac ti cal Chris tian ity.

Some lib eral churches in vited me to come to their side and help to
spread the lib eral Chris tian ity in Japan. But I de clined all in vi ta tions. I
thought if so cial re form and moral up lift are the only work of the Chris tian
min istry, and not the sal va tion of souls by the blood of Christ, there is no
need of my stay ing in it any longer. Such so cial ser vice could be ren dered
out of it just as well, if not bet ter. So I left the min istry, and joined a
politico-so cial re form cam paign in my coun try. Now I be came a po lit i cal
and so cial re former, and in this ca pac ity spent more than twenty years. Thus
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I squan dered away the best por tion of my life in un prof itable worldly pur- 
suit; thus my life was ship wrecked in the midst of my life-work, and thus I
turned away from Je sus Christ, whom I had found sev en teen years be fore in
such a won der ful man ner, and to whom I had pledged my al le giance at the
top of the Mount of Flow ers. The pur pose of the Devil, which could not be
ac com plished by bit ter per se cu tion, had been now ac com plished by the help
of the New The ol ogy and Higher Crit i cism. This is the Devil’s way of
work ing. When he can not gain his ob ject by sword or fire, he re sorts to an
en tirely dif fer ent method.

Now let me tell how the study of Higher Crit i cism and New The ol ogy
de stroyed my evan gel i cal faith, and what a bane ful in flu ence they ex erted
upon my spir i tual life, and how they fi nally dragged me down to the depths
of doubt and un be lief. But be fore go ing far ther, I must ex plain what I call
Higher Crit i cism and New The ol ogy.

When I ad dressed a body of the o log i cal stu dents in a cer tain sem i nary
where the New The ol ogy and Higher Crit i cism are be ing taught now, I told
them plainly what havoc this New The ol ogy and Higher Crit i cism have
made in my Chris tian life, and how they are sap ping the very life of the
Chris tian churches at present, and I warned them sin cerely against this mis- 
lead ing, dan ger ous teach ing.

Af ter the ad dress, one of the pro fes sors who heard me came and asked,
“What do you mean by ‘Higher Crit i cism’? Do you mean by it the de struc- 
tive Higher Crit i cism only, or do you in clude even the con struc tive Higher
Crit i cism?”

I an swered him: “I don’t know. It is very dif fi cult to draw a line be tween
‘de struc tive’ and ‘con struc tive’ in the so-called mod ern Higher Crit i cism.
But all crit i cism which de stroys faith in the per fect, di vine au thor ity of the
Bible I call Higher Crit i cism, and all the o log i cal teach ing which de stroys
be lief in the per fect de ity of Je sus Christ I call New The ol ogy.”

These are the def i ni tions of these two terms which I use in this book. Of
course there are all grades of Higher Crit i cism and New The ol ogy, rang ing
from the mildest, al most touch ing the bor der line of evan gel i cal faith, down
to the very dead li est, which never ceases blas phem ing Christ and the Holy
Scrip tures; but whether they are mild or ex treme, these doc trines are a real
poi son to the Chris tian faith. Not only did I al most kill my spir i tual life by
ab sorb ing such poi sons into my own sys tem, but also by in tro duc ing such



25

poi sons into the Ja pa nese churches, I did great dam age to the cause of
Christ in my coun try.

A friend has asked me whether I still feel the evil ef fects of the study of
such books on my spir i tual life.

I an swered him, “Yes. If you once ab sorb poi son into your sys tem it is
very hard to get en tirely rid of the evil.”

He also asked me whether it is wise for one to read such books in or der
to know our op po nents’ po si tions.

“Yes,” I said. “Some times it is nec es sary for us to study books of this
kind in or der to find out their fal la cies and un truths.”

But even then we must be very care ful not to be poi soned our selves. It is
some times nec es sary for the stu dent of chem istry to en ter the chem i cal lab- 
o ra tory and han dle deadly poi sons, in or der to make im por tant ex per i ments,
but at such times the stu dent must take as per fect pre cau tion as pos si ble not
to take the poi son into his own body and die.

In the same way, when you are go ing to make ex per i ments with these
poi sonous doc trines of the en emy of the Gospel, you must take per fect pre- 
cau tions not to ab sorb their poi sons, as I did. More over, I like to cau tion my
or tho dox broth ers and sis ters against han dling these poi sonous books ex cept
un der the ur gent ne ces sity of mak ing im por tant ex per i ments. Though we
have to pro vide deadly poi sons in our chem i cal lab o ra to ries for the pur pose
of ex per i ments, it is not at all nec es sary or ad vis able to put them in our
kitchens and din ing-rooms; no, it is not wise to han dle them too of ten.

How ever, I am not go ing to dis cuss at present the ques tion of New The- 
ol ogy. I am sim ply go ing to show you how bane ful and de struc tive was its
in flu ence upon my own spir i tual life. That is all I in tend to do here.

Some of the pro fes sors of New The ol ogy said to me, af ter hear ing my
lec ture, “You have the facts which no the ory can re fute.” Yes, I have the
facts, or rather I my self am the fact, and I am go ing to give this fact, and not
the ory, or ar gu ment. Now let me pro ceed to tell the pro cesses and steps by
which these stud ies de stroyed my evan gel i cal faith.

I was a lover of the Bible. I loved it and revered it as the Word of God. I
was con verted by read ing the Bible. I be lieved the Bible was the Word of
God, given by the Holy Spirit through the holy men of old; that the Bible
con tained truth only, and no er ror. The Holy Spirit can not be the au thor of
er ror. God can not make mis takes. I be lieved, there fore, that all the his tor i cal
facts of the Bible were true facts, and all the bi o graph i cal nar ra tives true
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nar ra tives, and not made up by men, and all the Bib li cal he roes true per- 
sons, and not fab u lous ones. I be lieved that its doc trines and teach ings were
all true, good, and per fect and “prof itable for doc trine, for re proof, for cor- 
rec tion, for in struc tion in right eous ness.” In fact, I be lieved that the Bible
was a per fect rev e la tion of the will and wis dom and love of God, that we
have only to dig into it and find out the pre cious truth of its deep mean ing,
and honor it by be lief and obe di ence. If I found any dif fi cult pas sage in the
Bible, which I could not un der stand, or rec on cile with my rea son, I al ways
put the blame of the doubt upon my own im per fect in tel lect, and be lieved
that the Bible was all right, though I could not un der stand it. Thus I be- 
lieved in the ab so lute di vine au thor ity of the Bible, and on this di vine Book,
as on the rock of ages, I built my faith in Chris tian ity as the ab so lute re li- 
gion. Not a re li gion, but the re li gion of the world.

Now came the higher crit ics and said, “No,” to all of these my be liefs in
the Bible. In the first place, they said, "the Bible is not the Word of God,
given through the Holy Spirit, in any such sense as you have be lieved. The
Bible is a book writ ten by men, just as all other books are writ ten. There- 
fore the words con tained in it are not the words of God him self, but the
words of men, per haps pi ous men, good men, de vout men, and re li giously-
minded men. But they are all men and noth ing more. And as all men are li- 
able to make mis takes, and are apt to in vent sto ries, and man u fac ture the
facts, so the Bible con tains many un true nar ra tives, and made-up sto ries.
Many of the his tor i cal per son ages of the Bible are imag i nary he roes and not
true per sons. More over, the doc trines pro pounded in the Bible are not all
sound doc trines. Some are quite un sound. The teach ings of the Bible are not
all wise and prof itable, and some are not ap pli ca ble to mod ern times at all.
They may have been good enough in the dark ages of the an cient world, but
are not suit able to this mod ern age. So the Bible does not con tain truth only,
but it con tains er ror also.

“In fact, the Bible is a mix ture of truth and er ror, good and bad, wise and
un wise. It con tains myths, leg ends, and fa bles, just as all the so-called sa- 
cred books of the world re li gions con tain such a mix ture. The Bible must in
many cases be in ter preted al le gor i cally and fig u ra tively, de duc ing only
moral and spir i tual lessons. You must not swal low ev ery thing in the Bible
as true, but must make care ful dis crim i na tion. You must sep a rate what is
true from what is un true, and what is good from what is bad. You must
search and find out for your self what part of the Bib li cal his tory is au then- 
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tic, and what part of it is not, who are the true per sons, and who are the
imag i nary ones, us ing rea son and com mon sense, just as when read ing all
other books writ ten by men.” This is what I was taught by Higher Crit i cism
and New The ol ogy.

Ac cord ing to my or tho dox faith I had looked upon the Bible as the per- 
fect, re vealed Word of God, and as a supreme Judge sit ting on the bench
giv ing an in fal li ble judg ment upon all mat ters per tain ing to the spir i tual as
well as the moral wel fare of man. This judg ment I had looked upon as fi nal,
with no one to dis pute it. I sat be fore the Bible as a client or pe ti tioner wait- 
ing for a fi nal de ci sion.

Now came Higher Crit i cism and turned ev ery thing up side down and
said, “No, you are not the pe ti tioner, you your self are the judge. You must
sit upon the bench of the supreme judge and pro nounce your judg ment upon
the con tents of the Bible, as to whether it is true or un true, good or bad, ap- 
pli ca ble or in ap pli ca ble. The Bible, as all other books, must be come a pe ti- 
tioner be fore you, and your rea son.”

So you see the Bible was in this way dragged down from the seat of the
supreme judge to the place of the pe ti tioner, and man with his rea son and
com mon sense was ex alted to the seat of the judge.

What au thor ity can such a Bible have over a man when he has to choose
from its con tents what ever seems good or suit able for his pur pose, and
what ever does not seem so he has a right to dis card? Do you think such a
Bible can com mand us to “med i tate therein day and night,” and “turn not
from it to the right hand or to the left”? What be comes of those pre cious
prom ises of God in the Bible if they are not the word of God in a true and
ex act sense? In the Old and New Tes ta ments there are more than thirty
thou sand prom ises, and they have been life and joy and strength to Chris- 
tians for nine teen cen turies. But if these are not re ally the prom ises given by
God him self, but only the opin ions and con jec tures of hu man be ings, how
can we trust them? Do you think we can build the ab so lute re li gion of the
world upon so fickle and un sta ble a foun da tion as this? The Bible of the
Higher Crit ics is not rock, but sand, and a house built upon it must fall, and
great will be the fall thereof.

Now they have dragged the Bible down to the level of the sa cred writ- 
ings of other world re li gions, such as the sa cred books of the Brah mans, the
leg endary sto ries of Shaka muni, the Ko ran of Mo hammed, and oth ers. The
re li gion of the Bible must then be come one of these world re li gions
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founded by men. So Chris tian ity also must share the fate of all other re li- 
gions of the world. Once you have dragged Chris tian ity down to a level
with other re li gions of the world, you can not save it alone amidst the
whole sale de struc tion of all these su per sti tious world re li gions by the fires
of mod ern civ i liza tion. And I be lieve the sooner they are de stroyed the bet- 
ter it will be for mankind. And Chris tian ity, ac cord ing to New The ol ogy,
must share their fate sooner or later.

In Chris tian lands we see many who, while em brac ing such de struc tive
views of the Bible and Chris tian ity, are yet hold ing on to Chris tian prac tice,
not as a re sult of their own think ing, but as a re sult of time-hon ored cus- 
toms, life-long habits, and early train ing and ed u ca tion in the Chris tian
homes, Chris tian in sti tu tions, and Chris tian so ci ety in which they were
brought up. They are like men who, when thrown into a deep well, in stead
of go ing down straight to the bot tom, cling to the stony sides, or hold on to
the ropes, and so are pre vented from drop ping at once to the bot tom. But
Chris tians newly con verted, in a hea then land, hav ing no such Chris tian
homes or in sti tu tions to cling to, when thrown into the well of doubt and
un be lief, will go straight to the bot tom. We are stand ing only upon our own
think ing, and if that think ing goes wrong, we shall fall at once and be
drowned. At least I fell to the bot tom. I could not hang on the walls mid- 
way. I did not hes i tate to de clare in my book that if Chris tian ity is one of the
re li gions of the world, like Bud dhism and Mo hammedanism, then it must
share the com mon fate of all these re li gions. They may have been all right,
and have done their work in their own time and in their own field, but now
they will not be able to with stand the test of the twen ti eth cen tury civ i liza- 
tion. In this melt ing pot of twen ti eth cen tury civ i liza tion all the world re li- 
gions will be melted to gether and a new re li gion, which is nei ther Bud- 
dhism nor Chris tian ity, nei ther Brah man ism nor Mo hammedanism, but
which dis cards all the bad, and re tains only the good, of those re li gions, will
arise. In fact, a new eclec tic re li gion will arise out of the chaos of the old re- 
li gions of the world.

You may say, per haps, that this is an ar ro gant and ex trav a gant po si tion to
take. Yes, it is ar ro gant and ex trav a gant, but it is the nat u ral and log i cal con- 
clu sion to which Higher Crit i cism and New The ol ogy will lead their de vout
fol low ers in hea then lands. There are many such now, but they do not ex- 
press their skep ti cal po si tion as plainly and bluntly as I have done here.
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It is a com mon say ing among the ed u cated hea then that all re li gions
have the same goal, and are like the moun tain paths lead ing up to the same
top. Some go up from the east, and oth ers from the west, some go up from
the north, and oth ers from the south, but they all lead you to the same top,
and when you get there you find no dif fer ence; which ever path you have
taken you are at last at the top of the moun tain and en joy ing the fine view.
If that is so, may it not be bet ter to de stroy all the crooked old nar row paths,
and build one new, good road, on which peo ple can drive their au to mo biles
up to the very top?

Even though Higher Crit i cism and New The ol ogy may not lead you to
such a rad i cal con clu sion as this, yet they will cer tainly do away with the
claims of the Chris tian re li gion to be the only true re li gion of the world, and
will make it only one of the world re li gions. If Chris tian ity has to ex ist in
this world side by side with all other re li gions, pos sess ing only one por tion
of hu man ity, while con ced ing the rest of it to other re li gions, it can never
claim ab so lute al le giance from the peo ple of the whole world.

Ac cord ing to the New The ol ogy the work of for eign mis sions is not to
con vert the hea then, nor to save them from sin and er ror, but only to in tro- 
duce Chris tian ity to them as one of the re li gions of the world. I heard some
lib eral mis sion ar ies mak ing such state ments as this when they were preach- 
ing in hea then lands: “We mis sion ar ies did not come to you to ask you to
throw away your own good re li gion which you have be lieved in for so
many cen turies, and to be con verted to our re li gion, but we came here sim- 
ply to unite the good in our re li gion with the good in yours. The good in
your re li gion we Chris tians de sire to learn, but Chris tian ity also has good
teach ings which would cer tainly be of profit to you. So we mis sion ar ies
have come to unite the best in all re li gions for the up build ing of com mon
hu man ity, not to im pose our re li gion upon you, and make you give up your
own re li gion.” These men call them selves mod ern mis sion ar ies, and are en- 
tirely dif fer ent from the old ones who went to hea then lands to con vert the
peo ple, and to save them from sin. They call the ear lier mis sion ar ies old-
fash ioned, out of date. But if this is true, these new mis sion ar ies are not the
mes sen gers of God, but re li gious traders, and re li gious trade is not a prof- 
itable thing at all. I am afraid if such is the case the mis sion ary en ter prise
will cease to ex ist, and the hea then world will be left in dark ness and sin.

The New The ol ogy says again, “Oh, don’t bother about the Bible too
much. We don’t care nowa days whether men be lieve in the in spi ra tion of
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the Bible or not, or what kind of in spi ra tion they hold, to tal or par tial, ver- 
bal or moral. One man be lieves the Bible con tains truth and no er ror. An- 
other man thinks it con tains both truth and er ror. We don’t care about those
things. To be too much con cerned with these things was the old-fash ioned
re li gious be lief. Chris tian ity does not stand on the in spi ra tion of the Bible.
It stands on the unique per son al ity of Christ. As long as we hold on to
Christ there is no dan ger for Chris tian ity.”

Very well; it may be so. Christ is our sure foun da tion. Chris tian ity must
stand on this rock of ages. But may I ask a ques tion here? Who is this
Christ? Who is this unique per son al ity on which you try to stand as on the
sure foun da tion? Is Christ God, or man? Is he the sec ond per son of the Trin- 
ity, co-equal and co-eter nal with the Fa ther him self? Is he “the only be got- 
ten” Son of God, who was in the bo som of the Fa ther from “be fore the
foun da tion of the world,” and who came down to this world and be came
flesh him self in or der to save this lost world? Is he the Word of God who
was “in the be gin ning,” and “was with God,” and who was God him self,
and by whom all things were made, and “with out him was not any thing
made that was made”? In a word, is Christ the Cre ator or a crea ture, in fi nite
or fi nite?

To these blunt ques tions New The ol ogy has no other an swer than “No!”
Christ, ac cord ing to New The ol ogy, is not God, but man. He is not the Cre- 
ator, but a crea ture. He is not in fi nite, but fi nite. He may be a godly man, or
a man filled with God, or the Spirit of God, but still man, and not God. He
may be the great est, wis est, and holi est man among men, but still he is a
man, and not God. New The ol ogy may ex alt Christ as high as pos si ble. It
can never ex alt him to the throne of God. Be tween God and man there is an
in fi nite dis tance, and no good ness or great ness or ho li ness of mere man can
ever bridge this dis tance. If you look up from the plains be low to the top of
a very high moun tain, you see its peaks al most touch ing heaven, or kiss ing
the blue sky above, but if you climb the moun tain and stand on that sum mit
you find the dis tance be tween the moun tain top and the blue heaven above
is just as great as when you were stand ing on the plain be low. Though a
man could ever at tain to such a height of great ness, ho li ness, and good ness
as to seem to the com mon eyes al most be side God him self, yet in re al ity he
is as far from God as we com mon folks are.

But men are not a whit nearer to God by their own great ness and good- 
ness, so you see that though New The ol ogy may ex alt Christ as high as it
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can, yet it can not raise him to God him self. Their Christ must stand al ways
among men on this earth. Ac cord ing to its teach ings, the Christ of God is
gone, and only a hu man Je sus re mains, the great est, high est, no blest, and
holi est man among men. As such he is brought down to the same level as
Con fu cius, Shaka muni, Mo hammed, Socrates, and mul ti tudes of the holy
men of the world. Can Chris tian ity stand on such a hu man Christ as this as
its sure and un shak able foun da tion? Is this hu man Christ the rock of ages on
which we can build the struc ture of the whole Chris tian re li gion?

A re li gion which has been founded by man can by no means be the ab so- 
lute re li gion of the world. If it is hu man in its ori gin it must be hu man all
the way through, and it must share the fate of all other hu man re li gions.

But here comes an other ex hor ta tion from the camp of New The ol ogy.
“Don’t trou ble your self too much about the na ture of Christ, — whether he
is God or man. Some think that Christ is God, and oth ers think that he is
man. Some think that Christ was born mirac u lously of a vir gin, con ceived
by the Holy Ghost; oth ers think he was the real son of Mary and Joseph,
born in the same way as their other sons and daugh ters. Some say he rose
from the dead af ter three days, and oth ers say that he did not rise, and that
what the Bible states as the res ur rec tion of Christ was a mere vi sion, seen
by his de vout but ig no rant and su per sti tious dis ci ples, as a re sult of their
own imag i na tion. Thus we have all kinds of views about the na ture and the
per son of Christ, each pre fer ring his own view. In the olden time Chris tians
laid great stress on these be liefs, but nowa days we pass over those things
and don’t make much fuss about them. We don’t care much which way the
peo ple think about the na ture and per son of Christ, whether he is God or
man, if we only love him and obey him with our whole heart. The supreme
love and ab so lute al le giance to our Lord are the only es sen tials which we
should al ways hold up as the life of our Chris tian faith. If we hold fast to
these truths then we can safely let go such non-es sen tials as the Vir gin Birth
and the Res ur rec tion.”

Thus we are ex horted by New The ol ogy to love Je sus supremely and
obey him ab so lutely, re gard less of our be lief about the per son and na ture of
Christ. These ex hor ta tions sound very plau si ble, and seem to make jthe new
doc trine more spir i tual and prac ti cal than the old-fash ioned or tho dox be lief,
which made so much of the na ture and per son of Christ. At the present day
we hear such state ments even from the pul pits which are called evan gel i cal.
And many peo ple are de ceived by the very plau si ble ness of this po si tion,
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be cause they seem to be lay ing more stress upon the prac ti cal side of Chris- 
tian ity than upon the in tel lec tual def i ni tion of the terms of the Chris tian
doc trine. I was one of those who were de ceived by this teach ing, and was
fi nally led away from the path of the truth.

Let me show how such un sound teach ing of the es sen tials of Chris tian
doc trine as deny ing the de ity of Christ will ex ert its bane ful in flu ence upon
the mind of the be liever, es pe cially upon the mind of the newly con verted
Chris tian in a hea then land. Be sure that the be lief in the de ity of Je sus
Christ is not one of the non-es sen tials of the Chris tian doc trine, as those
New The olo gians try to make us be lieve, but it is the very life and essence
of Chris tian ity. If you take away this be lief from the Chris tian faith it will
die.

In the first place, to speak plainly, do you think that we can love Je sus
Christ supremely if he is not God, but man? What is supreme love? Is it not
a true, liv ing, per sonal love? But if Je sus Christ was a mere man, born of
Mary and Joseph, just as all other men were born, then he must have been
dead for nine teen cen turies. And if he is not risen from the dead, can we
love supremely such a dead man? We some times say that we love such and
such great men of his tory, such as Wash ing ton and Lin coln, but in this case
we mean we love their mem ory, not the per sons them selves. But we can not
love them as we love our fa thers, moth ers, wives, and hus bands, who are re- 
ally liv ing among us now. We can not have the warm, liv ing, per sonal love
for those his tor i cal per son ages that we have for those who are liv ing right
among us. What is that supreme love which true Chris tians cher ish to ward
their Saviour? Is it a lov ing mem ory, or true per sonal, liv ing love? To the
true Chris tian is not Je sus the ever-liv ing and ever-present per sonal
Saviour? Do we not love him more than fa ther or mother, wife or hus band?
Surely we love him as a per son, and not as a beau ti ful char ac ter who once
lived upon this earth, and who is pic tured for us by his bi og ra phers.

I once lis tened to an elo quent preacher of New The ol ogy who pic tured
the char ac ter of Je sus be fore his au di ence as a per fect model in all re spects
— holy, right eous, kind, lov ing, gen tle, meek, hum ble, pa tient, strong,
brave, and so on. It was a most ex quis ite por trai ture of hu man char ac ter.
But all the while I was lis ten ing I felt as though I was stand ing be fore a
mar ble statue, beau ti ful to look at, but cold and life less. He was not in tro- 
duc ing a liv ing Saviour to his au di ence, but only show ing them that there
was such a good man who once lived upon this earth, and who had this
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beau ti ful char ac ter. That was all. This Je sus may have had such deep love
for his dis ci ples who were con tem po rary with him, but he could not have
loved you and me, be cause he could not have known us at such a dis tant
time. He was a man of nine teen cen turies ago. This preacher was prais ing
the char ac ter of Je sus just as the nov el ist praises his he roes. By lis ten ing to
such a paint ing of the char ac ter of the hu man Je sus how can we feel true
per sonal love to ward him? True and supreme love comes from the liv ing
and di rect touch of heart with heart, as a fire flashes by the fric tion of steel
and flint.

When I lost my faith in the de ity of our Lord Je sus Christ as my ever-liv- 
ing, per sonal Saviour, I lost my supreme love for him also. Hence forth I re- 
garded and hon ored him as a his tor i cal per son age, per haps the holi est and
great est and best of all men who ever lived on this earth. But that warmth
and joy of the liv ing, per sonal love to the liv ing, per sonal Saviour were all
gone, and my Chris tian faith be came dead and cold, or rather it should be
said that it be came sim ply an in tel lec tual ap pre ci a tion of the beau ti ful char- 
ac ter of an old sage.

As to al le giance to Christ, do you think you can re quire of any man such
ab so lute al le giance to a mere man, though he may have been the great est
and best that the world has ever pro duced? My or tho dox faith taught me
that I should obey Je sus be cause he is my Cre ator as well as my Saviour. In
the first place, as God he cre ated me, and then as Saviour he came down
from heaven and died upon the cross to save me, but he rose again from the
dead, and now sits at the right hand of his Fa ther, mak ing in ter ces sion for
me, and he will come again to rule the whole world. Since Je sus is my liv- 
ing and per sonal Saviour, I must obey him ab so lutely and un re servedly. I
must love him more than fa ther or mother, son or daugh ter, or even my own
life it self. I must sac ri fice my life for him. But if he is not such a Saviour,
but a mere teacher who gave us wise pre cepts and doc trines, who led a
beau ti ful life long years ago, and who died at last upon the cross at the hand
of his en e mies, what right have you to ask ab so lute al le giance from me who
have no re la tion at all to him? There have been many great and good men in
this world. Con fu cius, Socrates, Shaka muni, and all other founders of the
world re li gions were more or less great, and we are in debted to them for
their teach ings and pre cepts and in spired by their fine ex am ples. But no one
thinks of de mand ing from us ab so lute al le giance to these great men, or asks
us to sac ri fice our lives for them. Thus, with the down fall of the be lief in
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the de ity of Christ, the au thor ity of Je sus Christ as a di vine Mas ter must go
also.

One of the glo ries of Chris tian ity is that we have had such a mul ti tude of
mar tyrs for the cause of Christ dur ing the nine teen cen turies of its ex is tence.
Do you think that a man would face un flinch ingly the blaz ing fire of per se- 
cu tion sim ply on the strength of his be lief in Je sus as a great moral teacher?
Would frail women have calmly faced those roar ing li ons ap proach ing
slowly but surely to tear them to pieces with their cruel claws, merely on
the strength of the be lief that by Christ’s hu mane teach ing wom an hood was
lifted up to the same level with man hood? It was only in the strength of a
be lief that the liv ing Saviour was right at their side with his out stretched
arms to catch and carry them straight into the bo som of our heav enly Fa ther
that the mar tyrs braved the fire and sword. If such un sound doc trine as the
lib er als are now teach ing had pre vailed at the be gin ning of the in tro duc tion
of Chris tian ity into the world, there would have been no mar tyr dom for the
Chris tian faith, and Chris tian ity must have ceased to ex ist long ago.

Thus by the study of New The ol ogy and Higher Crit i cism all be lief in
the fun da men tal doc trines of Chris tian ity were de stroyed one af ter an other,
and I was again left to my for mer self. I was in tro duced into the Chris tian
re li gion by the front gate of or tho doxy, and led out of it by the back gate of
New The ol ogy into my old hea then doubt and un be lief.

The en light ened hea then hold the same view as the lib er als with re gard
to the Bible and Christ. They also be lieve that the Bible is a good book, but
that it con tains both truth and er ror. They too be lieve that Je sus was a great
and good man, but a man only, and not God. So these en light ened hea then
are stand ing on the same ground as the lib er als, and there is no need of go- 
ing to them and teach ing them the doubts and un be liefs they al ready have.

By this time my vi sion of the fu ture world and eter nal life be came very
vague and ob scure. The un seen world be came now very misty and foggy. I
could not see clearly, and so I was shut up to this world. I thought, “Let the
fu ture take care of it self; my con cern is in this world alone.” Thus I be came
a man of the world. Now my phi los o phy was to be healthy, wealthy, happy,
and good. To have a strong body, a com fort able liv ing, a happy home, and a
good rep u ta tion in this world is enough for any man. It was not my the ory
only, but I put it into prac tice as much as I could, and I at tained my ob jects
pretty well, ex cept for the sec ond one. I had a good wife and nine chil dren,
all well and good, and a happy home. I was strong and healthy, and was
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quite pop u lar, and was re garded as one of the most suc cess ful so cial re form- 
ers in my coun try. I was not so self ish as to think only of my own hap pi- 
ness, but I tried to make other peo ple happy also. I be came a preacher of
thrift and econ omy; and dur ing twenty years I was en gaged in teach ing the
gospel of sav ing, not souls, but money. I trav eled all over the coun try, from
one end to the other, and de liv ered sev eral thou sand lec tures on the sub ject
of econ omy and sav ing. Dur ing this time I think I preached the doc trine of
sav ing to over five mil lion peo ple. I am known, even now, in Japan, more
as a preacher of sav ing money than a preacher of sav ing souls. I think I
have done some lit tle good in this re spect to the peo ple of my own coun try,
and I be lieve the gov ern ment, as well as my peo ple, rec og nize this fact. I
was quite sat is fied with my worldly suc cess, not know ing that such sat is fac- 
tion is the most dan ger ous men ace to a man’s spir i tual life.

But all this was sim ply the out ward ap pear ance. If you look a lit tle
deeper into the mat ter, you will soon find out what a dread ful state a back- 
slid ing man can come into. At first it was a mat ter of in tel lec tual doubt and
un be lief. I was shaken in my mind by the ar gu ments of New The ol ogy. But
the work of the Devil did not stop here. I was now shaken morally and spir- 
i tu ally. This moral shak ing made most dread ful havoc in my spir i tual life.
Sin crept in, and I was made a cap tive again. Oh, what a wretched man 1
was in those days of back slid ing! Even to think of those days gives me un- 
en durable pain. I strayed so far away that even my friends lost their hope of
my re turn ing. Yet there were two women, one an Amer i can and the other a
Ja pa nese, who, I was af ter ward told, were pray ing for me with out ceas ing
dur ing those twenty years of my prodi gal life. God in his faith ful ness
watched over me dur ing all those years, and fi nally brought me back to fel- 
low ship with him self. He will never for sake those he has once re deemed.

Be tween the Bible of the or tho dox faith and that of New The ol ogy there
is the dif fer ence of heaven and earth. One is heav enly, di vine, and holy; the
other is earthly, hu man, and there fore un holy. One is the God-given, in fal li- 
ble stan dard by which we mea sure all our con duct; the other con sists of
rules and reg u la tions given by men, which we may use or not, as we may
please. One is the Mas ter whom we must obey ab so lutely, the other is the
ser vant whom we may em ploy or not. One is an in ex haustible mine of eter- 
nal truth stored up by God; the other is a shal low pit dug by men. One is the
liv ing or a cles of God; the other, dead doc u ments of an cient wis dom. The
Bible in the hand of New The ol ogy has be come an en tirely dif fer ent thing
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from that of the true Chris tian faith of the nine teenth cen tury. It has en tirely
lost its di vine au thor ity, and there fore its teach ings and com mand ments
have no more bind ing power than mere hu man in struc tion.
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3. The Ser vant Re stored

ONE OF MY mis sion ary friends in Japan asked me to write a tract on the
prodi gal son. I told him I could not do it, be cause it would be just like writ- 
ing my own story. How can I write such a shame ful story? But now I would
like to tell you a lit tle about it, and show you how pa tient and long suf fer ing
was my Saviour to ward such a poor, erring child as my self dur ing those
long years of dis obe di ence and prodi gal ity. Sim ply for the glory of God I
will give you the fol low ing story of my life.

You know, when the prodi gal son left his fa ther’s home he for got ev ery- 
thing. He for got his fa ther, his brother, his home, and his ser vants, and was
en tirely ab sorbed in his present en joy ment of worldly plea sures un til a ter ri- 
ble calamity brought him to him self again. Then he re called for the first
time since he left his fa ther’s home, “How many hired ser vants of my fa- 
ther’s have bread enough and to spare, and I per ish with hunger.” Then he
started home ward with a heavy heart, full of grief and re morse, and de ter- 
mined to re form and live a life of de vo tion to his fa ther. But dur ing all those
days, per haps years, his fa ther had not for got ten his erring and wan der ing
boy. He was wait ing day and night for his re turn. Per haps he was look ing
out from his win dows ev ery morn ing and evening in the di rec tion his son
had gone. One evening when he got a glimpse of his lost son he did not wait
in his room for him, but jumped up and ran from his house to meet that
wretched son.

Just so, my friend, dur ing those twenty years of my prodi gal life I for got
my heav enly Fa ther, and my Saviour, and my spir i tual home and in her i- 
tance. I had been ab sorbed en tirely in my am bi tious worldly ca reer and
earthly hap pi ness, but my Fa ther did not for get me. He had not for saken
me. He was watch ing and wait ing all the while for my re turn. In his own
time the Fa ther him self ar rested me in my wild ca reer of worldly am bi tion
and earthly en joy ment.

It was in this way. In the midst of my worldly pros per ity and hap pi ness
my Fa ther came down and sud denly took away my dear wife, leav ing be- 
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hind her nine moth er less chil dren, the youngest of whom was not quite four.
I was over whelmed with grief. But, oh, my chil dren’s grief! They loved
their mother very much. She was a de vout woman, and not a back slider like
my self. Dur ing the quar ter of a cen tury of our mar ried life I had never heard
a sin gle mur mur from her lips, nor a word of dis cour age ment. She was al- 
ways thank ful and grate ful for ev ery thing. She led such a beau ti ful life of
love and de vo tion be fore her chil dren that they al most wor shiped her. When
she was sud denly taken away from them, they were all thrown into the
deep est grief, and they cried and wailed day and night, cling ing to their
dead mother. My friends came to com fort them, but they would not be com- 
forted, be cause their mother was gone, and they could not see her again.
Their grief was so in tense that at one time I was afraid some of my chil dren
would go in sane. A man may marry a sec ond wife, and love her just as
much as the first, but when chil dren lose their own mother they can never
have a sec ond one whom they can love as their own. It was a most
heartrend ing thought to me that death had made these nine chil dren moth er- 
less for ever.

While their mother was with them they thought their home was a sweet
and bright home, — heaven on earth. They were all so happy and con- 
tented, but when their dear mother was taken away from them the home be- 
came a dark, dis mal hell on earth. Yes, in those days the home was full of
weep ing and wail ing day and night.

In the midst of this dark ness a light as from heaven flashed into my
home, in this way. The chil dren were cry ing be cause their mother was gone,
and they could not see her again, but sud denly they changed their tone and
be gan to say, “No, our mother is not gone. What we have buried in her
grave was not mother her self, but only her body. Our mother has gone to
heaven to be with her God. And if she has gone to heaven and is with God
now, as God is ev ery where our mother also might be here in spirit. Though
we can not see her, she might be see ing from there these nine poor moth er- 
less chil dren cry ing day and night for her.”

Then, in or der to re al ize their mother’s spir i tual pres ence in the home,
they be gan to dec o rate the whole house with her pic ture. They hung up
large pic tures of her in the din ing-room, in the par lor, in the bed room, and
in other rooms. There was not a sin gle room in the whole house where her
pic ture was not hang ing on the wall. And on all of their desks they placed
their mother’s pic ture.
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Thus they be gan to say “Mama, mama,” once more. “Mama” is an Eng- 
lish word, not Ja pa nese, but as its sound was very en dear ing to their hearts,
all my chil dren used to call her by that name.

You know chil dren love to say “mama” or “mother.” When they come
back from school the first word they ut ter is “mama,” or “mother.” If they
can not use this en dear ing word they can not be happy. Now my chil dren had
sud denly been de prived of this dear word by the death of their mother, and
so they were cry ing. But now, once more, they be gan to say this dear word.

Point ing to those pic tures of their mother, they be gan to say: “That is a
din ing-room mama, that a par lor mama, and that your mama, and this mine,
on my desk.” There was a pic ture of her hold ing the youngest child in her
arms and kiss ing his cheeks. This pic ture the youngest boy al ways called
his own mama. Thus, you see, as soon as that en dear ing word “mama”
came into the chil dren’s mouths, the whole house was bright ened up, and
home be came sweet again. These pic tures were a great com fort to my chil- 
dren in those days of sor row. They even be came a source of in spi ra tion and
en cour age ment in the times of trial and dif fi culty.

One of my boys went to take the en trance ex am i na tion of a med i cal col- 
lege shortly af ter his mother’s death. He went down to the col lege town be- 
fore the ex am i na tion to pre pare for it. One day, when I went to see how he
was get ting on, I found three boys study ing in the same room. On the desks
of the other two boys I no ticed pic tures of Glad stone and Bis marck. Per haps
these great men were the ob jects of their hero-wor ship, but on my boy’s
desk I saw his mother’s pic ture, right in front, as usual. He thought his
mother’s pic ture was just as good for him, if not bet ter, than those of great
men. I was much pleased with this ex pres sion of his love for his dead
mother, even in such a place as this.

The ex am i na tion was said to be hard, es pe cially in math e mat ics. There
were five ques tions to an swer. Four of them he dis posed of quickly, but he
could make noth ing out of the fifth. If he could not an swer all five ques tions
sat is fac to rily, his fail ure to pass would be cer tain, be cause there were ten
times more ap pli cants for the ex am i na tion than the col lege could pos si bly
take in that year. The time set for the ex am i na tion was quickly pass ing; so,
clos ing his eyes, he tried very hard to think out the so lu tion. Just at that mo- 
ment his mother’s fig ure flashed be fore him. In sur prise he opened his eyes,
and the so lu tion of the prob lem was in his mind. He took up his pen and
wrote it out sat is fac to rily.
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He en tered the col lege at the head of his class, and wrote to me af ter- 
ward, say ing, “Surely mama helped me.”

One day my youngest girl came to me with a cu ri ous ques tion. She said,
“Papa, when you go to any far away place you al ways come back, don’t
you?”

“Yes,” I said. “This is papa’s home; papa has to come back al ways to his
home, — don’t you see?”

Then she said, “Well, then, you all say mama is gone to heaven from
here; and if she re ally went there, and is liv ing there now, why can’t she
come back, as you al ways do from a far away place? Why can’t she come
home again from heaven?”

I could not an swer such a ques tion. But sim ply to com fort her, I said:
“Oh, I see! Per haps God has some work for your mama in heaven.

There fore he is keep ing here there, and your mama can not come back here.
You know, mama must obey God; what ever God says mama must do. God
does not want your mama to come back to this world, so she can not come
home.”

I said this sim ply to sat isfy her child ish mind, which was won der ing why
her mama, if she is re ally liv ing in heaven with God, can not come back
once more to her old home.

In stantly she said, “All right, papa. Then why can’t you go now to
heaven your self, and do mama’s work and serve God in her place, and let
mama come down here for one month? And when you get tired of heaven,
papa, you might come down, and then we will send mama up again to
heaven. It is very good to have papa with us al ways, but we want mama
also.”

You see, in her child ish mind there was no par ti tion be tween heaven and
earth. Heaven is joined to the earth by her dear mother be ing there. She
could see now right through to the throne of God, and her dear mother
there. In those days they un der went var i ous spir i tual ex pe ri ences in a most
won der ful man ner.

Ev ery evening their fa vorite hymn was that one which has in its cho rus,
“Our friend is wait ing on the other side.” In Ja pa nese “friend” is tomo, and
my chil dren changed that tomo into “mama,” al most the same sound, and
were singing, “Our mama is wait ing on the other side.” To them the un seen
world seemed so near and real that they felt as if they them selves were liv- 
ing in the same spir i tual world with their de parted mother.



41

In the midst of such a spir i tual at mos phere, how could I re sist the in flu- 
ence pour ing in upon me from the other side? You know, I had been a pas- 
tor at one time, as well as a pro fes sor of the ol ogy, so I must have known in- 
tel lec tu ally things per tain ing to the spir i tual world. I had not for got ten them,
only they were clouded by doubt. Thus, while I was watch ing these spir i tual
ex pe ri ences of my chil dren, grad u ally the clouds of doubt and un be lief be- 
gan to dis perse, and once more heaven opened, and with my spir i tual eyes I
saw Je sus Christ, my Saviour and Lord, whom New The ol ogy had taken
away from me, still sit ting at the right hand of God: “Je sus Christ the same
yes ter day, and to day, and for ever.”

Then I could ex claim with doubt ing Thomas when he saw the prints of
the nails in the hands of Je sus, “My Lord and my God!” Je sus is my God,
my very God. “In the be gin ning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”

These verses of Scrip ture, which I had com mit ted to mem ory forty years
ago in Cap tain Janes’ Bible class, now flashed into my mind as light ning
from heaven, and the whole spir i tual world was once more lighted up as in
the noon day. Thus I was brought back to my old sim ple faith by the words
of my child. In deed, “out of the mouth of babes and suck lings thou hast per- 
fected praise.” Thus be gan my re turn.

On an other oc ca sion I was brought back to my old re li gious con scious- 
ness thus: Just be fore my wife died she was talk ing with me, with a smile
on her face. She was weak in body, and had lain in bed for many weeks; but
she was per fectly sound in her mind. I found no sign of men tal weak ness to
the very mo ment of her death. Then sud denly a spasm caught her, as the
physi cian told me af ter ward, and in a few min utes she was gone. Only a
mo ment ago there she was, and now she is not. Where is she? What has be- 
come of her? Her body lies here just as be fore, a lit tle cold, per haps, but
where is that per son al ity which shone so brightly through those eyes which
are now shut? Has she van ished? Has she been de stroyed? Is she an ni hi- 
lated? Im pos si ble to think such a thing at such a time. Do you think I could
help fol low ing her into that world yon der whither she went so sud denly?
Yes, I did fol low her. I was, as it were, peep ing through the por tal of death
into that eter nal world where she had just been trans lated. There and then I
came face to face with the eter nal re al ity of death.

When you face death, ei ther in your self or in your friend, you face eter- 
nity. When you face eter nity, all things which are not eter nal, which be long
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to this world alone, tem po rary things, such as wealth and pos ses sions,
houses and cloth ing, and all other earthly valu ables, which have ab sorbed
your at ten tion while you were healthy and strong, now sink into in signif i- 
cance be fore the bright ness of the eter nal re al i ties. What use is there of
wealth and pos ses sions to a dy ing man? He came naked into this world, and
now he must go out of it naked again. What com fort can gold and di a monds
give to the dy ing girl? Can the pos ses sion of pretty dresses and costly jew- 
els make happy the heart of a dy ing girl? When a man comes to the last mo- 
ment of his earthly jour ney, the sense of the near ness of eter nity will over- 
shadow all things earthly and tem po ral.

When I faced eter nity in the death of my dear one, that solemn and awe-
in spir ing con scious ness of the eter nal des tiny of man which lay so long dor- 
mant in my heart now came back to me with over whelm ing force and vivid- 
ness. Then all the clouds of doubt and un be lief raised by my too much spec- 
u la tive think ing, and all the mists and fogs caused by worldly am bi tion and
earthly en joy ment just van ished away, and I was lifted up into the third
heaven.

Death is a sad thing. Es pe cially is the death of our dear est one the sad- 
dest ex pe ri ence of our life. But when you look at it in the light of heaven,
the death of a dear friend is the most pre cious gift God can ever give in this
world. I con fess I was re vived by the death of my wife. Cer tainly it can be
said that she died in or der to rouse me from the slum ber of a back slid ing
and prodi gal life. Oh, the won der ful method of God’s deal ing, al ways sur- 
pass ing our hu man un der stand ing! Al ways and ev ery where, the good suf fer
for the bad, the right eous for the un righ teous, and saints for sin ners.

As a nat u ral con se quence of this death ex pe ri ence, I was brought back
once more to that glo ri ous scene on Cal vary. I saw plainly why the holy and
right eous Son of God, who knew no sin and in whom was found no guile,
had to face that ter ri ble death on the cross; why Je sus, the Lamb of God,
should have been bruised for our in iq ui ties and wounded for our trans gres- 
sions; why the chas tise ment of our peace must be upon him, and why we
sin ners must be healed by his stripes.

When I look back to those days of sor row and grief, I al most for get the
death of my hu man wife, and feel al ways as though I were stand ing at the
foot of the cross on Cal vary. Yes, it was Je sus who was with me dur ing
those long years of my wan der ings, though I was en tirely un con scious of
his gra cious pres ence. At ev ery turn of my life Je sus was there pro tect ing
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and keep ing, lov ing and suf fer ing. When I suc cumbed to temp ta tion and
sin, and stum bled, he was there look ing at me with sor row ful eyes, as he
looked at Pe ter, who de nied him. It was by his un seen hand that I was kept
and guarded and lifted up again and again, and was not ut terly de stroyed,
though I was struck down num ber less times by my en e mies. Though I
pierced his heart again and again with my sins, he never for sook me.
Though I will fully ran away from him, he al ways fol lowed me. It is a ter ri- 
ble thing to think how I pained his heart, how sor row ful I must have made
him, and fi nally how I cru ci fied him. He died for me on ac count of my sin,
tak ing upon him self all my in iq ui ties and trans gres sions, and all their penal- 
ties and con se quences. Oh, what a won der ful Saviour is Je sus, my Lord!

I found once more the joy of my sal va tion in the cross of Christ. It is not
by the work of so cial re form, or world re con struc tion, or moral up lift, that
this sin-stricken world may be saved. It is not by the teach ing of Je sus, nor
by his blessed life even, that we sin ners are to be saved, but it is only by the
preach ing of the cross of Christ that sal va tion comes to this world.

Then I said, “Now I know the re deem ing power of the cross of Christ.
Now 1 will preach this cross to my fel low sin ners. I am de ter mined not to
know any thing among men but Je sus Christ and him cru ci fied.”

I re turned to my old sim ple faith in Je sus as my Saviour and Lord, af ter
pass ing for many years through a tem pes tu ous life of doubt and un be lief
caused by the study of New The ol ogy. Even af ter I re turned to my old faith
I read many books of New The ol ogy, es pe cially of the Ger man au thors, in
or der to see their present sit u a tion in the the o log i cal world. But this time
my men tal at mos phere was cleared by light from heaven, and my per cep- 
tion of spir i tual truth be came so real through my own ex pe ri ences that no
cun ning ness of mere ar gu ment could lead my mind astray from the path of
truth. Now I saw plainly enough the fal la cies and shal low ness in their rea- 
son ings, and no amount of plau si ble ness in what they call the sci en tific
method of treat ing re li gious truth could longer shake my con vic tion, based
on the ex per i men tal knowl edge of my own Chris tian life.

I tell you, my friends, when you have once tasted how gra cious is your
Lord, how real and true is his per sonal pres ence, and how sweet are his
words, yea, “sweeter also than honey and the hon ey comb,” no de struc tive
crit i cism, and no evil teach ings of New The ol ogy, can dis turb your faith in
the ab so lute di vine au thor ity of the Bible, as well as in the per fect de ity of
Je sus Christ our Lord. It is only when we have no such ex per i men tal knowl- 
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edge of spir i tual truth, when our minds are not en light ened from above, and
our faith is cold, for mal, and life less, that the crafty ar gu ments of the en e- 
mies of the Gospel can shake us. Just as when our bod ies are weak and our
vi tal ity is low, we are apt to be at tacked by dis ease, so the best pre cau tion
against this dis ease of the soul, and the most ef fec tive rem edy for the pesti- 
len tial doc trines of the present day, is the spir i tual health and strength
gained by a vi tal knowl edge of God and the un seen world. Thus re turn ing
to my old sim ple faith in my Saviour and Lord, I be came the preacher of his
cross, and God has won der fully blessed my work.
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4. The Ser vant Reap ing

IN JAPAN I am known as the man of one ser mon, be cause I preach the same ser- 
mon ev ery where. This ser mon con sists of three parts, — God, Sin, and Sal va tion.
In fact, I try to give all the fun da men tal doc trines of Chris tian ity in one ser mon.
To preach it, there fore, re quires three hours. Its Eng lish trans la tion, pub lished by
Flem ing H. Rev ell Com pany of New York, is called “The Three Hour Ser mon.”
But though this ser mon con sists of three parts, in re al ity it is on one sub ject. The
first two parts, God and Sin, are like two posts on which rests the cross of Christ
as the cli max of the ser mon. Thus I be came lit er ally a preacher of one ser mon, on
the cross of Christ.

When I am en gaged in an evan ge lis tic cam paign in any one place for sev eral
nights, some times a week or two at a time, I re peat this same ser mon night af ter
night. I tell my con gre ga tion each time that I am go ing to preach this same ser mon
ev ery night:

“There fore you who have heard it tonight need not come again. Your part now
is to de cide whether you will ac cept or re ject this of fer of sal va tion through Je sus
Christ. But in this place there are many peo ple who have never yet heard this
Gospel mes sage. Per haps such may be found in your own homes, or among your
own friends. Why can’t you send them, or bring them here to mor row night, and let
them also have the op por tu nity of hear ing the Gospel? And if you don’t wish to
stay, you may go back, leav ing your friends.” Thus I change my con gre ga tion ev- 
ery night, in stead of chang ing my ser mon, which amounts to the same thing. I
need not be trou bled about get ting a new au di ence ev ery night, since I have sixty
mil lions yet to preach to.

How ever, though I preach the same ser mon, I usu ally have large con gre ga tions.
I do not preach now in the churches. Our church build ings are too small to hold
the large crowds which come ev ery night to hear this one ser mon. I am obliged
ev ery where to rent the aters for my meet ing places. The largest ones hold from
three to four thou sand, and they are packed ev ery night.

Since the fall of 1915 I have con ducted evan ge lis tic cam paigns in all parts of
Japan, and also among the Ja pa nese in the is land of Hawaii, and on the Pa cific
coast of Amer ica. I will give you here the ex act fig ures of these cam paigns, by
which you can judge for your selves the present sit u a tion of Chris tian ity in Japan.
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◊ Cam paign Chart 1
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◊ Cam paign Chart 2

In Japan proper I have al ready vis ited forty prov inces out of the forty-seven. I
have held evan ge lis tic cam paigns in more than two hun dred cities and towns. Ev- 
ery where peo ple flocked to hear the Gospel. They are hun ger ing and thirst ing for
the sav ing power of the Gospel. Their old re li gious be liefs have been shat tered
and de stroyed by the light of mod ern civ i liza tion, and they are look ing for the true
re li gion which can sat isfy their spir i tual need.

As I have said, Chris tian ity in Japan was strictly for bid den for many cen turies,
and peo ple had very poor ideas about it. When the mis sion ar ies first came they
found the ground so very hard that it seemed al most im pos si ble even to sow the
seed; but for the last fifty years they have been pa tiently work ing on this hard
ground, plow ing the field and sow ing the seed, yet with out be ing able to see the
longed-for fruits. Now the har vest has come. The time of in gath er ing has ar rived.
Through out the whole coun try, from the high est to the low est, all peo ple are ready
to re ceive the mes sage if you preach the Gospel of Je sus Christ in its pu rity and
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sim plic ity. From the fig ures just given as a re sult of my four-years’ cam paign, you
can eas ily see how re cep tive the minds of the Ja pa nese peo ple have be come to the
Gospel mes sage. But as an ex am ple of the great awak en ing in my coun try, I wish
to tell you about the largest cam paign I have ever had thus far in Japan.

In the spring of 1919 I con ducted an evan ge lis tic cam paign for six nights in the
city of Tokyo, the cap i tal of Japan. This cam paign was un der taken by a Pres by te- 
rian church in Tokyo which is one of the largest and strong est Ja pa nese churches
in the coun try. The pas tor of the church is one of the great est Chris tian schol ars, as
well as one of the most thor ough go ing or tho dox the olo gians, in Japan. The to tal
mem ber ship of his church is about a thou sand, but those mem bers who are liv ing
in and around the city of Tokyo are not over five hun dred. The cam paign was con- 
ducted in the large au di to rium of the Tokyo Y. M. C. A. build ing, which holds
from eigh teen hun dred to two thou sand. For a whole year this church was
earnestly pray ing in prepa ra tion for this great cam paign. When the time drew near,
for five suc ces sive Sun day morn ings the ser vices were turned over to me, that I
might train the whole church for the com ing cam paign. Be fore be gin ning on such
a cam paign I had to in struct the Chris tians on the fol low ing points: First, how to
pre pare for the cam paign; sec ond, how to work dur ing the cam paign; and third,
how to fol low up later the work of the cam paign. Un less the churches tak ing part
in the cam paign are thor oughly in structed on these points, it can not be a suc cess- 
ful one.

When the first prepa ra tion Sun day came, al most the whole church gath ered for
in struc tions. At this time I set up two ob jec tives for the Chris tians to at tain. First,
they must try to get a to tal of ten thou sand un be liev ers, — not Chris tians of other
churches, — to at tend our meet ings. Sec ond, out of this num ber they must try to
get at least fif teen hun dred de ci sions for Christ.

The first thing needed was money. Where could we get it? War means money.
With out money you can not wage a suc cess ful cam paign. I said to the con gre ga- 
tion:

“I don’t know how much this cam paign will need in all, but I think we must
have at least fif teen hun dred yen ($750) to be gin with. It will be cheap in deed if
we can save fif teen hun dred souls with fif teen hun dred yen, which means only one
yen a soul. Now for this fif teen hun dred yen you must not look to any body else
but to your selves. This is your cam paign, and you must pay for it. This morn ing at
the be gin ning of the prepa ra tion I ask ev ery one of you to give as much as you can
for this cam paign fund. If there is any one among you here who says he has no
money to give, I ad vise him to sell his cloth ing and buy a sword, as Christ told his
dis ci ples on the eve of a great con flict.”

Then I dis trib uted pa per and pen cils among them, on which to write the
amounts which they were will ing to give. When those pa pers were gath ered up
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and counted, they brought the re sult to me, and I found ex actly fif teen hun dred
and four yen.

Then the peo ple said, “This is not the work of man, but of God.”
To at tain these great ob jec tives the next thing was to ad ver tise the meet ing in

var i ous ways. News pa per ad ver tis ing was, of course, the first, and then many big
ad ver tis ing boards were set up in the crowded quar ters of the city. Be sides this,
three hun dred and fifty thou sand posters or hand bills were printed, and each mem- 
ber of the church dis trib uted five hun dred of these dur ing the cam paign days.
Even the Sun day school schol ars, num ber ing over three hun dred, were en listed in
this work. Each of the younger chil dren dis trib uted one hun dred posters, and the
older ones three hun dred. Last of all, ev ery church mem ber was re quested to find
twenty un be liev ers who would prom ise to at tend the cam paign meet ings. These
we called the “pledged hear ers.” This plan of find ing the “pledged hear ers” be fore
the cam paign opened worked out very well, as the church peo ple were thus
brought into di rect per sonal con tact with most of the peo ple who came to our
meet ings.

With this train ing and these ob jec tives we be gan the cam paign Feb ru ary 5,
1919. But un for tu nately we failed to at tain our first ob jec tive. There were two rea- 
sons for this: One was that on the very first morn ing of our cam paign all the city
pa pers made a pub lic an nounce ment from the head quar ters of the Po lice De part- 
ment, strongly ad vis ing the peo ple not to at tend any kind of a mass meet ing on ac- 
count of the ter ri ble in fluenza, which was then rag ing through out the whole city;
the other was such a big snow storm on the fourth night that all the city trol ley cars
stopped run ning.

But in spite of these hin drances about eight thou sand peo ple came dur ing the
six nights. Of these about two thou sand were Chris tians, so the un be liev ers, who
were the real ob ject of the cam paign, num bered only about six thou sand, a lit tle
over half of our ob jec tive.

We had the most un ex pected suc cess in at tain ing our sec ond ob jec tive. From
the six thou sand un be liev ers we had three thou sand and sixty-one de ci sions for
Christ. More than half of the un be liev ing por tion of the au di ence de cided to ac cept
Christ. This was a great sur prise. No one ever dreamed of such a great re sult as
this. More over,
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◊ Mr. Kanamori’s De ci sion Card
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this au di ence of eight thou sand peo ple was made up of all classes. Among
them were high gov ern ment of fi cials, mem bers of Par lia ment, pro fes sors of uni- 
ver si ties, teach ers of all kinds of schools, stu dents from the uni ver si ties, as well as
high-school boys and girls, mer chants, bankers, and busi ness men; in fact, all
classes of Ja pa nese so ci ety were rep re sented in this au di ence. But the great est sur- 
prise of all was that out of the three thou sand de ci sions we found about two thou- 
sand were all ed u cated young men and women, the essence of the ris ing gen er a- 
tion of Japan. Here are the ex act fig ures of the cam paign.

◊ Chart 3

But I must tell of the “fol low-up work” of the cam paign. We be gan im me di- 
ately. For the five nights fol low ing the cam paign we had meet ings for the new
con verts, dur ing which I preached the prac ti cal side of Chris tian ity, such as con se- 
cra tion, prayer, Bible read ing, and so on. A lit tle over six teen hun dred out of three
thou sand con verts at tended these af ter-meet ings. Then for a whole month the pas- 
tor and his as so ciates con ducted spe cial preach ing ser vices ev ery night, just for the
pur pose of ed u cat ing and train ing these three thou sand con verts. Af ter that about
fifty Chris tian homes of the church were thrown open for dis trict meet ings for the
con verts liv ing in that dis trict. And lastly, the names of the new con verts were all
printed on one big sheet and dis trib uted to all the church-mem bers, so that ev ery
one of these new con verts should come un der the care of some mem ber of the
church. To each mem ber were as signed from three to ten names, for whose spir i- 
tual train ing he would be re spon si ble. In these ways we car ried on our “fol low-up
work” af ter the cam paign. God won der fully blessed that cam paign.

Im me di ately af ter this a Con gre ga tional church car ried on the same kind of an
evan ge lis tic cam paign. In this we had two thou sand de ci sions. Af ter these two big
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cam paigns we had twenty smaller ones in and around the city of Tokyo, con ducted
by twenty churches, in which a lit tle over five thou sand de ci sions were made. So
that the whole num ber of de ci sions dur ing the three months’ cam paign was
10,440. Of these con verts about one thou sand were taken into the churches of their
choice be fore the sum mer of 1919.

Thus you can eas ily see how might ily the Spirit of God is now work ing among
my peo ple. And it is not man’s work, but the work of God him self. In the pres ence
of such fire from heaven man must take off his shoes and praise the Lord only.

In this con nec tion I must tell you one se cret, if it can be called a se cret. In that
big cam paign in the Tokyo Y. M. C. A., if it can be said that I had any part in it, it
was not by my preach ing so much as by my pray ing. This I say to the glory of the
Lord, and not my own. Though I made fif teen hun dred de ci sions the ob jec tive for
the church, I had my own se cret ob jec tive, which was three thou sand de ci sions.
For the last three years I had been con duct ing my evan ge lis tic cam paigns all over
the coun try, ex cept in Tokyo, the cap i tal. And now at last God had led me to this
city of about three mil lion peo ple, to con duct a cam paign on a larger scale than I
had ever at tempted. Surely the re sult of this cam paign must ex ert great in flu ence
all over the coun try. So I prayed to God that he would pour out his Holy Spirit in
this cam paign as he did at Pen te cost in Jerusalem, and show forth his power and
glory, and let all peo ple know that our God is a liv ing God.

So I prayed for three thou sand de ci sions, the same num ber as at Pen te cost. For
ten days of the cam paign I left my own home, which is in the same city, and re- 
tired to a pri vate room on the fourth floor of the tower on the Y. M. C. A. build ing,
and there spent a quiet time in prayer and fast ing. It is my usual cus tom dur ing
these cam paigns not to see any one in the af ter noon. Af ter lunch I al ways re tire
and en gage in prayer. When I preach my three-hour ser mon to an un be liev ing au- 
di ence, I never take my evening meal. I lose my ap petite as I feel the bur den of my
mes sage to those thou sands of un be liev ers, whose eter nal des tiny is now in my
hands. If they ac cept my mes sage and be lieve in Je sus, it will be life eter nal to
them, but if they re ject it the re sult will be just the op po site. Who can feel equal to
such a great re spon si bil ity as this?

When I was once asked, half jest ingly, why I do not take food be fore I preach, I
an swered, “Could you sit at your ta ble, eat ing and drink ing, laugh ing and jok ing
with your good friends, and in this man ner spend the last crit i cal hour just be fore
you ap pear be fore thou sands of souls in the at tempt to set tle their eter nal des tiny?”

No, I can not do it. I al ways feel that the only place from which I can go to my
pul pit is “the mercy seat.” Thus I prayed and fasted for this bless ing of get ting
three thou sand de ci sions, and God an swered my prayer, and gave me ex actly
3,061 de ci sions. Is not this a real Pen te costal out pour ing of the Holy Spirit? God
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is work ing might ily through his Holy Spirit through out the length and breadth of
my coun try.

This con di tion is not con fined to the large cities alone, but in more than two
hun dred places where I con ducted sim i lar cam paigns we found the same con di- 
tions. Of course there are some dif fer ences in the re sults of the cam paign. From
my own ex pe ri ence I can say the re sult of such a cam paign al most en tirely de- 
pends upon the pas tors and churches which have un der taken it. I al ways tell those
pas tors with whom I work that the work of the evan ge list is like that of a wood- 
man who goes to the for est and cuts down the trees big and small, and brings them
to the shop of the car pen ter. There the wood man’s work ends, and the car pen ter’s
work be gins. Now the car pen ter must work upon this raw ma te rial which the
wood man has fur nished him. He must cut and saw and plane, and make posts and
boards and build the house. But if the car pen ter does not work, and lets the tim ber
lie piled up out side his shop, the rain and frost will come, and the tim ber will
surely rot and de cay. Who is re spon si ble for the rot ting of the tim ber? The wood- 
man or the car pen ter? When I had faith ful pas tors and work ing churches I have al- 
ways seen fine re sults.

I have re ceived a printed re port of the re sult of my five-months’ cam paign on
the Pa cific coast. Out of sixty-four places on the Pa cific coast where I worked dur- 
ing five months, fifty-six churches have sent in a re port, one year af ter the cam- 
paign. There are two churches which have re ceived on con fes sion of faith all con- 
verts within one year, three churches took all but one, and thir teen churches have
taken in more than half of the con verts dur ing the same pe riod.

Al to gether, out of 1,773 in these fifty-six churches, 625 per sons were taken
into their re spec tive churches within one year of this cam paign, and 382 per sons
were still un der pro ba tion. So that al to gether 1,007 de ci sions should be re garded
as the fruit of that cam paign.

And from Hawaii came an other re port, which is as fol lows: Out of 2,040 con- 
verts dur ing a three-months’ cam paign 245 per sons were taken into the dif fer ent
churches on con fes sion of faith. I think these fig ures show how sound are these
de ci sions, es pe cially when you re mem ber that the large ma jor ity of my au di ences
hear from me the Gospel of Christ for the first time in their lives.

In many parts of Amer ica I have found great mis un der stand ing and also gross
mis rep re sen ta tion of the present sit u a tion of the Chris tian work in Japan. I hear
even voices of dis cour age ment. But I hope by these state ments out of my own ex- 
pe ri ence those mis un der stand ings and mis rep re sen ta tions may be al ready cleared
up. I can say now with a good con science and a firm as sur ance that a great time
has come for the evan ge liza tion of Japan. In deed, “the fields . . . are white al ready
to har vest.” Or, to change the fig ure, the iron is so very hot that if you strike it at
once you can make any thing you like out of it, but if you do not strike the iron will
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cool off, and you can do noth ing with it, so, you see, the evan ge liza tion of Japan
must be brought about quickly. And I be lieve it can be done if we do our part; that
is, if we, obey ing the last com mand of Je sus, preach the Gospel to ev ery crea ture
in the coun try. My ex pe ri ence shows that if six per sons hear the Gospel, at least
one will ac cept it. Then, if the whole sixty mil lion can hear the Gospel, there will
be a pos si bil ity of gain ing ten mil lion souls for Christ at the present time in Japan.

See ing that such a won der ful op por tu nity presents it self be fore us, I can not
help mak ing a des per ate ef fort for the sal va tion of my peo ple. So I have re solved,
the Lord will ing, to reach the whole na tion of sixty mil lion with the Gospel of Je- 
sus Christ within the next ten or twenty years. But the ques tion is, how can I reach
so many mil lions within so short a time? Of course, I can not ex pect to do it
through preach ing alone, and so I have de cided upon an other way; that is. through
the printed page.

For this pur pose I have writ ten a book in Ja pa nese called “The Chris tian Be- 
lief,” which con tains twelve chap ters: First, The One True God; sec ond, The
Heav enly Fa ther; third, The Sin ful ness of Sin; fourth, The Di vine Judg ment; fifth,
The Re al ity of the Fu ture World; sixth, The De ity of Christ; sev enth, Sal va tion
Through the Cross; eighth, Chris tian Con se cra tion; ninth, Prayer; tenth, The Life
of Trust; eleventh, Bible Read ing; twelfth, The One Soul Cam paign.

If any one will read it through, he may be able to grasp at least the out line of
Chris tian doc trine, both the o ret i cal and prac ti cal. Though this is a small book of
about two hun dred pages, when I wrote it, four years ago, I spent five months over
it ac tu ally upon my knees and fast ing. And God has won der fully blessed it. Within
three years af ter its pub li ca tion over 150,000 copies have been printed. I call these
books my “printed preach ers,” be cause they are do ing the same kind of work of
lead ing souls to Christ in their own quiet way. And now what I call the new plan
of evan ge liza tion is this, — to put this book in the hands of ev ery Ja pa nese, so that
ev ery soul in my coun try shall have the op por tu nity of hear ing the Gospel. And as
the book is writ ten in such easy and sim ple lan guage that even a child can read it,
any Ja pa nese can read and un der stand it.

Very for tu nately for the free dis tri bu tion of this book, my Ja pa nese pub lisher,
who is him self an earnest Chris tian, has kindly promised to let me have it at five
cents a copy, which, in these days of the high cost of print ing, is a great sac ri fice
on his part. So now, if I have one nickel in my hand I can give away one book, and
one man can hear the Gospel mes sage. And if I have sixty mil lion nick els for this
pur pose, I can send out at once sixty mil lion “printed preach ers” through out the
whole Em pire of Japan. This I think is the quick est way at the present time to
preach the Gospel of Je sus Christ to the whole na tion.
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5. Sow ing In The Evening

IN THE Stu dent Vol un teer Con ven tion at Des Moines, Iowa, there was a
motto set up high on the plat form: “The Evan ge liza tion of the World in this
Gen er a tion.”

When I saw that motto I said to my self, “This is the very ob jec tive, so
far as our coun try is con cerned, we are now de ter mined to at tain.”

We can not wait un til the next gen er a tion, which will have its own work
to carry on. The evan ge liza tion of the world must be the work of this gen er- 
a tion, and I be lieve that if the church of Christ at the present day is re ally
re solved to ac com plish this great ob ject, it can surely be done in this gen er- 
a tion. You have heard from the mis sion ar ies re turn ing from all parts of the
world what won der ful open ings there are ev ery where on the mis sion field.
Not only in Japan, but in China, in Ko rea, in In dia, in Africa, in South
Amer ica, and in all other hea then lands the doors are widely thrown open
for the Gospel mes sage. The call from the hea then lands for mis sion ar ies is
now so loud and ur gent that, if the churches will re ally awaken to their op- 
por tu ni ties and re spon si bil i ties, they can not help mak ing a des per ate ef fort
for the im me di ate evan ge liza tion of the whole world.

You have al ready heard those loud and ur gent calls from the for eign field
through your own mis sion ar ies. Of course, they can rep re sent to you sat is- 
fac to rily the con di tion of the hea then land where they are work ing them- 
selves. But if you could hear di rectly from the hea then them selves, their
need and their cry for your help, you would per haps get a bet ter and keener
idea of the ur gency of such calls. You know I come from a hea then land.
And at one time I was a hea then my self, and am still the sub ject of a hea- 
then coun try. So I ought to be bet ter qual i fied to rep re sent the hea then peo- 
ple, and to fur nish you with first hand in for ma tion about the real sit u a tion
of the hea then world at the present time. And more over, I be lieve I have a
right to rep re sent not only my own hea then land, but also the whole world.
Be cause, though I love my own coun try very dearly, yet my Chris tian heart
is a lit tle too big to con fine it self to my own coun try alone. I love China, I
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love In dia, I love Africa, just as much in re gard to the sal va tion of their
souls as I love the sal va tion of my own peo ple. I al ways feel that if God
wants me for a mis sion ary in Africa, I am more than ready to start at once.
In our Chris tian love there are no na tional bound aries or racial dis tinc tions.

Thus rep re sent ing the whole hea then world, I wish to make my hum ble
ap peal to my Chris tian friends in Amer ica. Now may I be per mit ted to
speak plainly, freely, and un re servedly, though in deep hu mil ity, how we of
the hea then lands feel about for eign mis sion ary en ter prises?

While thank ing you from the bot tom of my heart on be half of my hea- 
then brethren for what you have al ready done, and are now do ing, for the
evan ge liza tion of our be nighted land, yet I can not re frain from ask ing,
“Why can’t, or why won’t, you do more for the evan ge liza tion of the whole
world? Do you think that you have done, and are do ing, enough? Are you
sat is fied with the re sult you have al ready at tained? Are you re ally try ing to
ful fill the last com mand of our Lord, ‘Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to ev ery crea ture,’ ac cord ing to your abil ity or tal ents given from
above? Are you earnestly en deav or ing to carry out that idea of The Evan ge- 
liza tion of the World in this Gen er a tion’?”

Sup pose in the last great Eu ro pean war Amer ica had sent out only a few
hun dred thou sand sol diers to France to fight with the Ger mans, — do you
think you could have beaten that coun try and saved the world? Though the
Amer i can sol diers may have been ever so brave and gal lant in di vid u ally, yet
what could a few hun dred thou sand Amer i cans do against mil lions of Ger- 
mans and Aus tri ans? But you sent two mil lions, and were go ing to send
more mil lions, to fight the Ger mans. You not only spent a few mil lions of
dol lars, but sev eral bil lions. You not only gave up your men, but you gave
up your white bread and but ter, your meat and sugar. You de prived your- 
selves of com fort and lux ury. You did not think any sac ri fice too great for
gain ing your ob ject. In a word, you made the beat ing of Ger many and the
sav ing of the world the supreme ef fort of your na tion. This was do ing the
work ac cord ing to its mag ni tude, and you gained your ob ject.

Now turn your eyes to the work of your for eign mis sions, which is the
same as con quer ing the hea then lands for Je sus Christ. Do you think con- 
quer ing a whole hea then land for Christ is a smaller work or eas ier task than
con quer ing Ger many? What is the hea then force of the world at the present
time? Tak ing the whole pop u la tion of the world as six teen hun dred mil lions,
only a lit tle less than six hun dred mil lions can be counted as the Chris tian
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pop u la tion, and that, of course, in clud ing sev eral hun dred mil lion Ro man
and Greek Catholics; and the rest, more than one bil lion, are among the so
called hea then pop u la tion of the world. In Japan and Ko rea we have eighty
mil lion hea then; in China, four hun dred mil lion; in In dia, three hun dred and
thirty mil lion; in Africa, one hun dred and fifty mil lion; and in all coun tries
taken to gether the hea then pop u la tion of the world is over one bil lion. Now
your for eign mis sion work is to evan ge lize this hea then world. For this pur- 
pose, how strong an army of Chris tian sol diers have you dis patched? How
many mis sion ar ies have you al ready sent out? Are you do ing this work of
world evan ge liza tion ac cord ing to the mag ni tude of the task?

I know your mis sion ar ies. They are brave sol diers. They are gal lant
fight ers in di vid u ally, and they are faith ful even unto death for the cause of
their Lord. But what can this hand ful of a few thou sand mis sion ar ies do
against the gi gan tic mass of a bil lion hea then? Do you think they can evan- 
ge lize the whole world in this gen er a tion? No, no; this is not do ing the work
ac cord ing to its mag ni tude.

I know the Amer i can peo ple, and I love them, be cause I was con verted
by the min istry of an Amer i can teacher, and was brought up by the Amer i- 
can mis sion ar ies. I re gard Amer ica as my spir i tual fa ther land. I feel per- 
fectly at home in this coun try. More over, I ad mire the true Amer i can spirit.
When once that Amer i can spirit is roused up, and you are de ter mined to
gain any ob ject, you al ways get it. Why won’t you send out, not only a few
thou sand, but a few hun dred thou sand, Chris tian sol diers through out the
length and breadth of the whole earth to fight with the Devil? Why won’t
you sac ri fice once more your boys and girls, for this great con flict of Christ
and his en e mies? In this war girls are just as good a fight ing force as boys,
if not bet ter. Why won’t you once more give up your white bread and but- 
ter, your meat and sugar, and de prive your selves of your com fort and lux ury
for the cause of Christ? Why don’t you spend, not only a few mil lions, but
bil lions, or tens of bil lions, of dol lars for this great work of world evan ge- 
liza tion? In a word, why won’t you make this for eign mis sion work, which
is the ful fill ment of the last com mand of Je sus Christ, the supreme ef fort of
the Chris tian churches in Amer ica, in stead of treat ing it as a mere ap pen dix
to your work at home? Amer ica is blessed in ev ery way. Yours is the strong- 
est and wealth i est, most in tel li gent and most en ter pris ing, coun try in the
world. No coun try on earth can com pete with you. But do you think, my
Amer i can friends, that God has blessed you so abun dantly for your own
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sake, for your own com fort and lux ury, for your own en joy ment and sat is- 
fac tion alone? Do you think that God has so won der fully blessed you be- 
cause you are his only fa vorite among all the na tions of the world? No, no;
God has blessed Amer ica won der fully, not for Amer ica’s sake alone, but for
the sake of the whole world. He has blessed Amer ica to make her a bless ing
to the world through the power of Christ..

Since I have come to this coun try your peo ple call me by var i ous names,
such as the Moody of Japan, or the Billy Sun day of Japan, and so on; but I
don’t like to be called by such great names. I am not such a big man. I know
I am a small man, not even wor thy of be ing called a min is ter of Christ, be- 
cause I have back slid den and for saken my Lord for many years. Not only
for such rea sons, but also be cause I have my own name I pre fer to be called
al ways by that name, even though it be an un known one. But it you in sist
on call ing me by any other than my own, I have one name by which I
should like to be called. That is, a Mace do nian. I am like the Mace do nian in
Paul’s vi sion. He came from hea then Eu rope to Asia, and I came from hea- 
then Asia to Amer ica; but the ob ject of the com ing of these two Mace do- 
nians is the same, namely, to im plore the help of the Chris tians for the hea- 
then lands.

Won’t you come and help us? Won’t you, my young Amer i can friends,
take up the sword of the Spirit, and march out from your own beloved land
into the sin-stricken, des o late hea then lands and lay down your lives for the
sal va tion of the bil lion hea then souls? Do you re al ize that these bil lion hea- 
then are all in need of sal va tion just as much as you were? Don’t you know
that the least of these is, in the sight of God, just as pre cious as the soul of
your own mother or fa ther, brother or sis ter? Do you think that God wants
the sal va tion of your kins men only, and not the sal va tion of these hea then?
Oh, I beg and en treat you, my dear Amer i can friends, to look upon this bil- 
lion of hea then souls with the eye of your heav enly Fa ther and the heart of
your Lord Je sus Christ, who loved them and died for them. Then you can- 
not help mak ing a des per ate ef fort for their sal va tion.

And I be lieve that if you Amer i can Chris tians will se ri ously and
earnestly take up the great work of evan ge liz ing the world in this gen er a- 
tion, and will do the work ac cord ing to its mag ni tude, God on his part will
surely bless you and your work, and the day of great vic tory will be at hand.

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”
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THE END
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https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/550-loy-sermons-on-the-gospels/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/589-loy-sermons-on-the-epistles/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/192-long-great-gospel/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/215-long-eternal-epistle/
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“I want you to un der stand that I have never preached opin ions from
this pul pit; it is not a ques tion of opin ion; I have ab so lutely no right to
stand here and give you my opin ion, for it is not worth any more than
yours; we do not come to church to get opin ions; I claim that I can
back up ev ery ser mon I have preached, with the Word of God, and it is
not my opin ion nor yours, it is the eter nal Word of God, and you will
find it so on the Judg ment day. I have noth ing to take back, and I never
will; God does not want me to.”
True Chris tian ity by John Arndt
The Ser mons of Theophilus Stork: A De vo tional Trea sure

“There are many of us who be lieve; we are con vinced; but our souls
do not take fire at con tact with the truth. Happy he who not only be- 
lieves, but be lieves with fire… This en ergy of be lief, this ar dor of con- 
vic tion, made the com mon places of the Gospel, the old, old story,
seem in his [Stork’s] ut ter ance some thing fresh and ir re sistibly at trac- 
tive. Men lis tened to old truths from his lips as though they were a new
rev e la tion. They were new, for they came out of a heart that new
coined them and stamped its own im press of vi tal ity upon them as they
passed through its ex pe ri ence…” – From the In tro duc tion

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/502-stork-sermons/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
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