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PREFACE.

THe present work lays claim to no higher cha-
racter than that of a compilation. This indeea
must necessarily be the character of any work at-
tempted, 2t this day, upon the same subject. Al
the accessible facts in the life and fortunes of the
Arabian prophet have long since been given to the
world. New theories and speculations, moral and
philosophical, founded upon these facts, and many of
them richly deserving attention, are {requently pro-
pounded to the reflecting, but they add littie or no-
thing to the amount of our positive information.
All therefore that can now be expected is such a
selection and arrangement and investment of the
leading particulars of the Impostor’s history, as
shall convey to the English reader, in a correct
and concentrated form, those details which are
otherwise diffused through a great number of rare
books, and couched in several different languages.
Such a work, discreetly prepared. would supply,
if we mistake not, a very considerable desideratum
in our language—one which is beginning to be
more sensibly felt than ever, and which the spirit
of the age loudly requires to have supplied. How



far the present sketch may go towards meeting the
demand, it becomes others than the writer to judge.
He has aimed to make the most judicious use of
the materials before him, and from the whole mass
to elicit a candid moral estimate of the character
of the Founder of Islam. In one respect he may
venture to assure the reader he will find the plan
of the ensuing pages an improvement upon pre-
ceding Memoirs ; and that is, in the careful colla-
tion of the chapters of the Koran with the events
of the narrative. He will probably find the history
illustrated to an unexpected extent from this
source—a circumstance, which, while it serves
greatly to authenticate the facts related, imparts a
zest also to the tenor of the narrative scarcely to
he expected from the nature of the theme.

In order to preserve the continuity of the story
from being broken by incessant reference to au-
thorities, the following catalogue is submitted,
which will present at one view the principal works
consulted and employed in preparing the present
Life : —Sale’s Koran, 2 vols. ; Universal History,
Mod. Series, vol. i.; Gibbon’s Decline and Fall
of the Roman Empire, vol. iii. ; Prideaux’s Life nf
Mahomet ; Boulainvillier’s do. ; do. in Library of
Useful Knowledge, No. 45; Bayle’s Historical
Dictionary, Art. Mahomet; Hottinger’s Historia
Orientalis: Abul-Faragii Historia Dynastarum,
Pocock’s Transl.; Morgan’s Mahometism Ex-
plained, 2 vols.; Forster’s Mahometanism Un-
veiled, 2 vols. ; D’Herbelot’s Bibliotheque Orien-
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tale ; Rycaut’s Present State of the Ottoman Em-
pire ; Ockley’s History of the Saracens, 2 vols. ;
White’s Bampton Lectures ; Lee’s Translation of
the Rev. H. Martyn’s Controversial T'racts;
Whitaker’s Origin of Arianism; Faber’s Sacred
Calendar of Prophecy, 3 vols.; Buckingham’s,
Keppel’s, Burckhardt’s, and Madden’s Travels in
the East.

On the subject of the Arabic proper names so
frequently occurring in this work, it may be usetul
to the English reader to be informed, that Al is a
particle equivalent to our definite article Tle.
Thus, Alcoran is composed of two distinct words
signifying The Koron, of which the last only
ought to be retained in English. Again, Ebn is
the Arabic word for somn, as is Bint or Binta for
daughter, and with the particle Al after it, accord-
ing to the Arabic usage, Ebno'l is, the son. So
Abu, father, with the article after it, Abi’l, the fa-
ther. 'Thus, Said Ebn Obcidah Abu Omri, is,
Said, the son of Obeidah father of Omri; it be-
ing usual with the Arabs to take their names of
distinction from their sons as well as their fathers.
In like manner, Ebno’l Athir, is, the son of Athir ;
Abu’l Abbas, the father of Abbas: and as Abd
signifies servant, and Allak, God ; Aldo’lah or Ab-
dallahis, servant of God; Abdo'l Snems, servant
of the sun, &e.

The deciding between the different modes in
which the prophet’s name is, or ought to be, writ-
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ten, and the adoption of the most eligible, has been
a matter of perplexing deliberation. Upon con-
sulting the Greek Byzantine historians, it appears
that the same diversity of appellation which now
prevails, has obtained for seven centuries. Insome
of them we meet with Maometis, from which
comes our Mahomet, the most popular and familiar
title to the English ear; and in others, Machomed.
Other varieties among ancient authors might doubt-
less be specified. Butit will be observed, for the
most part, that writers acquainted with the Arabic
tongue and who have drawn their materials directly
from the original fountains, as well as the great
body of recent Oriental travellers, are very unani-
mous in adopting the orthography of the name
which appears in our title page. If the Arabic
usage be in fact the proper standard, as will pro-
bably be admitted, Alokammed, instead of either
Munomet, Mahomed, or Mahommed, is the genuine
form of the name, and the mode in which it should
be uniformly written and pronounced. The fact,
that the example of most Oriental scholars of the
present day has given currency to this form, and
the probability that it will finally suppiant all
others, has induced us, on the whole, to adopt it
though with considerable hesitation.

The foliowing list of nanies and titles frequently
occurring in connexion with the affairs of the East,
together with their etymological import, will not be
deemed inappropriate to the object of the present
work.
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Mouammep, ) From Hamap; praised, highly ce
AHMED. lebrated, illustrious, glorious.

MosLEM, ) All from the same root, Asram:
MUSSULMAN, signifying to yield up, dedicate,
IxLam, consccrate entirely to the service
IsLamism. of religion.

Koran.—From Kara, to read ; the reading, legend,
or that which ought to be read.

CaL1pH. — A successor ; from the Hebrew CHaLAPH;
to be changed, to succeed, to pass round in
a revolution.

SuLTaN.—Originally from the Chaldaic SoLTan;
signifying authority, dominion, principality.

ViziER.—An assistant.

Havs.—Pilgrimage ; Hapat; one who makes the
pilgrimage to Mecca.

SaraceN.—Etymology doubtful ; supposed to be
from Sarak, to steal ; a plunderer, a robber.

or hammed’s flight from Mecca to Me-

HEesira, ) The Flight ; applied emphatically to Mo-
HEsra. g dina. See page 106.

MurTti.— The principal head of the Mohammedan
religion, and the resolver of all doubtful
points of the law.—An office of great dig-
nity in the Turkish empire.

Imam.—A kind of priest attached to the mosques,
whose duty it is %zcasionally to expound
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a passage of the Koran. They, at the
same time, usually follow some more lucra
tive employment.

MoorLLsau.—The Moollahs form what s called
the Ulema, or body of doctors in ‘heology
and jurisprudence, who are entrusted with
the guardianship of the laws of the em-
pire, and from whose number the Mufti is
chosen.

fimir.—Lineal descendants of the Prophet him-
self, distinguished by wearing turbans of
deep sea-green, the colour peculiar to all
the race of Mohammed. They have spe-
cial immunities on the score of their de-
scent, and one of them carries the green
standard of the Prophet when the Grand
Seignior appears in any public solemnity.

Pasua.—The title given to the provincial governors.
A Pasha is to a province or pashalic, what
the Sultan is to the empire, except that the
judicial power is in the hands of the cadis,
the provincial magistrates. The tails of a
Pasha are the standards which he is allowed
to carry ; one of three tails is one of three

standards, which number gives the power
of life and death.

Re1s Errenor.—This officer may be termed the
High Chancellor of the Ottornan empire.
He is at the head of a class of attorneys
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which at this time contains the best informed
men of the nation.

SerA0LI0O.—This word 1s derived from Serat, a
term of Persian origin, signifying a palace.
It is therefore improperly used as synony
mous with Harem, the apartments of the
women. The Seraglio is, in strictness of
speech, the place where the court of the
Grand Seignior is held ; but it so happeny
that at Constantinople this building includes
the imperial Harem within its walls.

CreEsceNT.—The national ensign of the Turks,
surmounting the domes and minarets at-
tached to their mosques, as the Cross does
the churches of the Roman Catholics in
Christian countries. This peculiar and
universal use of the Crescent is said to
have owed its origin to the fact, that at the
time of Mohammed’s flight from Mecca to
Medina the moon was new. Hence the
half moon is commemorative of that event.

8uBLmME PorTE.—This title, which is frequently
applied to the court, cabinet, or executive
department of the Ottoman empire, is de-
rived, as the words import, from a lofty
arched gateway of splendid construction.
forming the principal entrance to the Seraglio
or palace. It is a phrase equivalent to
“ Court of St. James,” ¢ Court of St. Cloud,”
&
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As one grand object continually aimed at by the
compiler of the ensuing pages has been to exhibit
the Arabian prophet as a signal instrument in the
hands of Providence, and to put the whole system
of his imposture, with its causes, accompaniments,
and effects, where it properly belongs, into the
great scheme of the Divine administration of the
world, it is hoped that the prophetic investigations
of this subject in the Appendix will not be over-
i0oked. 'The writer is disposed to lay a peculiar,
perhaps an unreasonable, stress of estimation upon
this portion of the work. Not that he deems the
interpretation proposed as infallible, but he is in
hopes that this essay towards a right explication
may contribute somewhat to inspire a more gene-
ral interest in. this province of scriptural elucida-
tion, and thus to pave the way for the eventual
correction of the errors of this and every preceding
exposition. No one who admits the truth of reve-
lation but will acknowledge that events, which are
so overruled in the providence of God as to revo-
lutionize a great portion of the civilized and Chris-
tian world, are important enough to claim - place
in the prophetic developements of futurity ; and if
predicted, these predictions, when accomplished,
are worthy of being explained. Otherwise, we
willingly and culpably fcregs one of the main ar
guments in favour of the truth and divinity of the
inspired oracles. -
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INTRODUCTION

No revolution recorded in history, if we except
that effected by the religion of the Gospel, has in-
troduced greater changes into the state of the civil-
ized world, than that which has grown out of the
rise, progress, and permanence of Mohammedan-
ism. The history and character, therefore, of this
religion becomes an object of laudable curiosity
with every enlightened mind. Considered merely
as a department of the general annals of the
world, apart from any connexion with the true re-
ligion, it furnishes some of the most interesting
records of the human race. But when viewed as
a part of the great chain of providential and pre-
dicted events, designed to have a direct bearing
upon the state of the Christian church, through the
whole period of its disastrous prevalence, it urges
a new and stronger claim upon our attention. By
many distinguished writers, who have deeply stu-
died its origin, genius, and history, the religion of
the Koran is confidently regarded rather as a
Christian heresy, or the product of a Christian

472
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" heresy, than as a heathen superstition.* Conse-
quently, its fate is involved in that of all false
doctrines which have corrupted the Gospel, and as
far as the disclosures of prophecy, or the presen’
posture of the nations of the earth, hold out a
hope of the speedy downfall of delusion, and of
the establishment of the truth, the eye is naturally
turned with deepening interest and anxiety to those
regions of the globe where this religion has so
long prevailed.

But in proportion to the interest inspired in the
general subject of Mohammedanism, is that which
is felt in the life, character, and actions of its
founder. That an obscure individual, sprung from
the roving tribes of Arabia, following no higher
occupation than that of a caravan-trader, possess-
ing no peculiar advantages of mental culture, no:
distinguished in the outset by any pre-eminence of
power o: authority, should yet have been enabled,
mn spite of numerous obstacles, to found such an
extensive empire over the minds, as well as per-
sons, of millions of the human race, and that this
dominion should have been continued for more
than twelve hundred years, presents a phenomenon
which increases our wonder the more steadily it is
contemplated.

Aicncee, * says the learned and exemplary Mede, ¢ Mahometanism
has frequently been accounted a Christian heresy; and as it had its
origin in Christianity, so to Christ it looks in the end. For, according te
the creed of the Mahometans, Jesus is expected to descerd to earth, te
embrace the religion of Mahomet, to slay Antichrist, and to reign with
‘his saints.” The same authority affirmns, ¢ that the Mahometans are
nearer to Christianity than many of the ancient heretics ; the Cerinthiane,
‘Gnostics, and Manichees.”



INTRODUCTION. 19

It is proposed in the ensuing pages to exhibit
the prominent events of the life and fortunes of
this remarkable man. It will not, of course, be:
expected that, at this distance of time and remotc-
ness of place, a mass of facts entirely new should
be communicated to the world. The discreet use
of the materials already extant is all that can now be
reasonably required or attempted. Yet we are not
without hope, that in one aspect, at least, our theme
may present itself arrayed in a charcter of novelty
and of unwonted interest ; we mean, in its connexions
with Christianity. An enlightened Christian esti-
mate of the prophet of Arabia and his religion is, we
believe, seldom formed, simply because the sub-
ject has seldom been so presented as to afford the
means of such an estimate. A brief sketch, there-
fore, of the state of Christianity at the time of
Mohammed’s appearance, especially in that region
of the world in which his imposture took its rise,.
will properly invite the reader’s attention at the
outset of the work. This will show more clearly
the intended providential bearings of the entire
fabric of Mohammedan delusion upon the church
of Christ; and, apart from this particular view of
it, we are persuaded that an entirely correct or
adequate judgment of Islamism cannot be formed.
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State of Christianity in the Gixth Century,
particularly in the Eastern Churches.

The distinction of Easternand Western churches,
in ecclesiastical history, is founded upon a similar
geographical division of the Roman empire under
the emperors, into two great departments ; the one
including the countries of Asia or the Ilast, which
had been subjerted to the Roman arms, and the
other those of Europe, more properly denominated
the West. This distinction became still more
common from the days of Constantine, who re-
moved the seat of the empire from Rome to Con-
stantinople, though the final and complete rupture
between the Greek and Latin churches did not oc-
cur till the seventh century.

Over the largest portion of the Roman empire
the Christian religion was early propagaied, and
for two or three centuries subsisted in a great de-
gree of its original simplicity and purity. Flourish-
ing churches were planted by the Apostles them-
selves in the different provinces of Asia Minor,
and along the eastern limits of Europe; from which
“ the word sounded out” to the adjacent territories
with a multiplying power, so that the cause and
kingdom of the Redeemer continued to spread long
after iy first propagators had entered into their
rest. But a gradual degeneracy supervened upon
the primitive prosperity of the church. During
the fourth century * the mystery of iniquity,”
which had been long before working in secret,
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began to discover itself more openly, and though
the Christians, by the laws of the empire, were ex-
empted from persecution, yet from this time for-
ward a growing declension and defection among
them is to be traced through every subsequent
period, till at length, in the seventh century, “ the
man of sin” became fully revealed, and, according
to the predictions of holy writ, took his_seat * as

GodTn the temple of omug..md_ggthmg
himselt above all that is_called _God, or_is_wor-

shipped.” It was about the period at which Mo-
hammed arose that this fearful apostacy had at-
tained its height—that ¢ the transgressors had
come to the full’—and the degree to which the
nominal church had departed from the standard of

faith, morals, and worship contained in the Serip-
tures, well nigh surpasses belief. / Then it was that

those foul corruptions and superstitions were in-
troauuca into_the church, which finally grew to
such a pitch of enormity as 1o occasion the sepa-
ration of Luther and the other reformers from what

they deg¢med and denominated the communion_of

ichrist” At this period it was, that the venera-
tion for departed saints and martyrs—the idolatrous
worship of images and relics—the rendering divine

honours_to the Virgin Mary—the doctrine of pur-
gatory—and the adoration of th s, had be-

come firmly established ; and thus the lustre of the
GospeLautfeLmLa._na:k.echpse, and the essence of
Christianity was lost under a load of idle and sy-
perstitious ceremeonies.

In the eastern parts of the empire, especially
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Syria and the countries bordering upon Arabia, as
well as in some parts of Arabia itself, these evils
were aggravated by the numerous sects and here-
sies that prevailed, and by the incessant contro-
versial wars which they waged with each other.
cl‘-he church was torn to pieces by the fyrious dis-
putes of the Arians, Sabellians, Nestorians, Euty-
chians, and Collyridians, by whom the great doc-
trines of Christianity were so confounded with
metaphysical subtleties and the jargon of schools,
that they ceased, in great measure, to be regarded
as a rule of life, or as pointing out the only way
of salvation. 'The religion of the Gospel, the
blessed source of peace, love, and unity among
men, became, by the perverseness of sectaries, a
firebrand of burning contention. Council after
council was called—canon after canon was en-
acted—prelates were traversing the country in
every direction in the prosecution of party pur-
poses, resorting to every base art, to obtain the
authoritative establishment of their own peculiar
tenets, and the condemnation and suppression of
those of their adversaries. T'he contests also for
the episcopal office ran so high, particularly in the
West, that the opposing parties repeatedly had re-
course to violence, and, in one memorable instance,
the interior of a Christian church was stained by
the blood of a number of the adherents of the rival
bishops, who fell victims to their fierce contentions.
Yet it is little to be wondered at that these places
of preferment should have been so greedily sought
after by men of corrupt minds, when we learn,




INTRODUCTION. 23

that they opened the direct road to wealth, luxury,
and priestly power. Ancient historians represent
the bishops of that day, as enriched by the pre-
sents of the opulent, as riding abroad in pompous
state in chariots and sedans, and surpassing, in the
extravagance of their feasts, the sumptuousness of
princes ; while, at the same time, the most barba-
rous ignorance was fast overspreading the nations
of Christendom, the ecclesiastical orders them-
selves not excepted. Among the bishops, the legi-
timate instructers and defenders of the church, num-
bers were to be found incapable of composing the
poor discourses which their office required them to
deliver to the people, or of subscribing the decrees
which they passed in their councils. The little
learning in vogue was chiefly confined to the
monks. But they, instead of cultivating science,
or diffusing any kind of useful knowledge, squan-
dered their time in the study of the fabulous le-
gends of pretended saints and martyrs, or in com-
posing histories equally fabulous.

This woful corruption of doctrine and morals in
the clergy was followed, as might be expected, by
a very general depravity of the common people:
and though we cannot suppose that God left himn-
self aitogether without witnesses in this dark pe-
riod, yet the number of the truly faithful had dwin-
died down to a mere remnant, and the wide-spread-
ing defection seemed to call aloud for the judg-
ments of heaven. In view of this deplorable state
of Christianity, anterior to the appearance of Mo-
hammed. we are prepared to admit at once the
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justness of the following remarks upon the moral
ends designed to be accomplished by Providence
mn permitting this desolating scourge to arise at this
particular crisis of the world.

“ At length,” says Prideaux, ‘having wearicd
the patience and long-suffering of God, he raised
up the Saracens to be the instruments of his wrath
to punish them for it ; who, taking advantage of the
weakness of theii power, and the distraction of
counsels which their divisions had caused among
them, overran, with a terrible devastation, all the
eastern provinces of the Roman empire. And
having fixed that tyranny over them which hath
ever since afflicted those parts of the world, turned
every where their churches into mosques, and thei
worship into a horrid superstition ; and instead of
that holy religion which they had abused, forced
on them the abominable imposture of Mahomet.—
Thus those once glorious and most flourishing
churches, for a punishment of their wickedness,
being given up to the insult, ravage, and scorn of
the worst of enemies, were on a sudden over-
whelmed with so terrible a destruction as hath re-
duced them to that low and miserable condition
under which they have ever since groaned; the
all-wise providence of God seeming to continue
them thus unto this day under the pride and perse-
cution of Mahometan tyranny, for no other end
but to be an example and warning unto others
against the wickedness of separation and divi
sion.”
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CHAPTER L

National Descent of the Arabs—Proved to be from Ishmael, son of
Abraham

In tracing the genealogy of nations to their pri-
mitive founders, the book of Genesis is a docu-
ment of inestimable value. With those wno do
not hesitate to receive this and the other inspired
books of the Scriptures as authentic vouchers for
historical facts, the national descent of the Arabs
from Ishmael, the son of Abraham, is a point
which will not admit of dispute. The fact of this
derivation, however, has been seriously brought
into question by several skeptical writers, par-
ticularly by the celebrated historian of the De-
cline and Fall of the Roman Empire. With his
usual dexterity of insinuation, he assails the united
authority of Scripture history and Arabian tradi-
tion, respecting the pedigree of this remarkable
people. Yet in no case does he undertake, in a
formal manner, to disprove the fact to which he
still labours to give the air of a fiction.* A suc-
cinct view. therefore, of the testimonies which go
to establish the Tshmaelitish origin of the Arape

* Decline and Fall, ch |
C
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may form no unsuitable introduction to the pre-
sent work, detailing the life and character of the
individual who has done so much towards render-
ing the race illustrious.

From the narrative of Moses we learn not only
the parentage, birth, and settlement of Ishmael in
Arabia, but the fact also of a covenant made with
Abraham in his behalf, accompanied with a pro-
phecy respecting his descendants, singularly ana-
logous to the prophetic promise concerning the
more favoured seed of Isaac. “And Abraham
said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before
thee! And God said, Sarah, thy wife, shall bear
thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name
Isaac : and I will establish my covenant with him
for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after
him. And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee:
Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him
fruitful, and will multiply Lim exceedingly ; twelve
princes shall he beget, and I will make him a
great nation.”* In like manner, it will be recol-
leoted, the nation of Israel sprung from the twelve
sons of Jacob, and was divided into twelve tribes.
In a subsequent part of the Mosaic records we
find the notice of the incipient fulfilment of this
prediction concerning the posterity of Ishmael
“ And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael,
by their names, according to thcir generations :
The first-born of Ishmaecl, Nebajoth, and Kedar,
and Adbeel, and Mibsam, and Mishma, and
Dumah, and Massah, Hadar, and Tema, Jetur,

® Genesis, xvii 18—20.
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Naphish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of
Ishmael, and these are their names, by their
towns, and by their castles: twelve princes ac-
cording to their nations.”* Their geographical
residence is clearly ascertained in a subsequent
verse. “ And they dwelt from Havilah unto Shur,
that is before Egypt as thou goest towards Assy-
ria.”t  Havilah and Shur, by the consent of the
est sacred geographers, are allowed to have com-
posed part of the region between the Euphrates
and the Red Sea, denominated Arabia.f From
causes now unknown, the tribes of Nebajoth and
Kedar appear to have acquired an ascendency
over the rest, so that the whole country is some-
umes designated from one, sometimes from the
other of them, just as the entire nation of Israel is
sometimes called Judah from the superior num-
bers, power, or influence of that tribe. Among
the ancient profane historians also we find the
names ot Nabitheans and Kedarenes frequently
emmployed as an appellation of the roving inhabit-
ams of the Arabian deserts. This testimony
is directly confirmed by that of Josephus. After
reciting the names of the twelve sons of Ishmael,
he adds :—* These inhabit all the country extend-
g from the Euphrates to the Red Sea, giving it
the name of the Nabatenean region. These are
they who have given names to the whole race of
the Arabs with their tribes.”§ In the fourth cen-
tury, Jerome, in his commentary on Jeremiah, de-

* Genesis, xxv. 13—16. t Ver. 18.
1 Wells's Sac. Geogr. vol i. p. 341. § Ant. Jud. b. i. ch 12, $4
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scribes Kedar as a country of the Arabian desert,
inhabited by the Ishmaelites, who were then termed
Saracens. The same father, in his commentary
on Isaiah, again speaks of Kedar as the country
of the Saracens, who in Scripture are called Ish-
maelites ; and observes of Nebajoth, that he was
one of the sons of Ishmael, after whose names the
Arabian desert is called.

Another source of evidence in relation to the na-
tional descent of the Arabs, is their having prac-
tised, from time immemorial, the rite of circum-
cision. _Josephus has a very remarkable passage
touching the origin of this rite among the Jews
and Arabs, in which he first makes mention of the
circumeision of Isaac; then introduces that of
Ishmael ; and states concerning each, as matter of
universal and immemorial notoriety, that the Jews
and the Arabians severally practised the rite, con-
formably with the precedents given them, in the
persons of their respective fathers. His words
are these:—¢ Now when Sarah had completed
her ninetieth, and Abraham his hundredth year, a
son (Isaac) is born unto them: whom they forth-
with circumcise on the eighth day; and from him
the Jews derive their custom of circumcising
children after the same interval. But the Ara-
bians adrinister circumcision at the close of the
thirteenth year: for Ishmael, the founder of their
nation, the son of Abraham by his concubine, was
circumcised at that time of life.”* Similar to this
is the testimony of Origen, who wrote in the third

* Ant. Jud. b. i. ch. 10, § 5.
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ventury of the Christian era. ¢ The natives of Ju.
dea,” says he, “gcnerally circumcise their children
on the eighth day; but the Ishmaelites who in-
habit Arabia universally practise circumcision in
the thirteenth year. For this history teils us con-
cerning them.”* ‘This writer, like Josephus, lived
near the spot, and had the best oppartunities of ob-
taining correct information respecting the Arabians.
It is evident, therefore, beyond contradiction, from
his words, that the fact of their derivation from
Abraham through [shmael was an established
point of historical record, and not of mere tradi-
tionary fame, at the period at which he wrote.

The direct testimony to the Ishmaelitish ex-
araction of the Arabs furnished by the earliest re-
cords of the Bible, and confirmed as we see by foreign
authorities, is strikingly corroborated by repeated
references, bearing upon the same point, in later
inspired writers, particularly the prophets. Through
the long course of sacred history and prophecy,
we meet with reitcrated allusions to existing tribes
of Arabia, descending from Ishmael, and bearing
the names of his several sons, among which those
of Nebajoth and Kedar usually predominate.
Thus the Prophet Isaiah, in foretelling the future
conversion of the Gentiles, makes mention of the
“rams of Nebajoth,” the eldest, and « all the flocks
of Kedar,” the second of the sons of Ishmael;
that is, of the Arab tribes descending from these
brothers ; a passage which not only affords strong

* Orig. Op. tom, ii. p. 16. »d. Bener!
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proof of our main position, but conveys also an in-
timation of the future in-gathering of the Moham-
medan nations into the Christian Church. The
same Prophet, in another part of his predictions,
notices “the cities of the wilderness, the villages
that Kedar doth inhabit.” And again, when de-
nouncing impending calamity upon the land of Ara-
bia, he foretells how « all the glory of Kedar shall
fail ;” he employs the name of this single tribe as
synonymous with that of the entire peninsula. In
this connexion the words of the Psalmist may be
cited :—* Wo is me that I sojourn in Mesech, that
[ dwell in the tents of Kedar.” These words are
supposed by some of the Jewish commentators to
have been wriiten by David, under the influence of
inspiration, as the prophetic plaint of the Christian
Church. labouring and groaning, as it has some-
times done, under the yoke of Mohammedan op-
pression. In Jeremiah, also, we find mention of
Kedar. He speaks of it as “the wealthy nation
that dwelleth without care, which have neither
gates nor bars, which dwell alone.” Ezekiel,
moreover, prophesies conjointly of ¢ Arabia and ail
the princes of Kedar.” An allusion to Tema, the
ninth son of Ishmael, as the name of a warlike
people of Arabia, occurs as early as in the book oi
Job: «“The troops of Tema looked, the compa-
nies of Sheba waited for them.” Lastly, the tiibes
sprung from Jetur and Naphish, the tenth and ele-
venth sons of Ishmael, are commemorated in the
first book of Chronicles, who are there called Ha-
garites, from Hagar, the mother of Ishmael, and
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of whom a hundred thousand males were taken
captives.

When to this mass of Scripture evidence of the
descent of the Arabs from Ishmael we add the ac
knowledged coincidence between the national cha-
racter of this people in every age, and the predicted
personal character of their progenitor—* And he
will be a wild man; his hand will be against every
man, and every man’s hand against him”—and the
fact, that the Ishmaelitish origin of the Arabs has
ever been the constant and unvarying tradition of
that people themselves, the subject scarcely admits
of a more irrefragable proof. There are certainly
few landmarks of history more universal or more
permanent than the names of countries affixed by
original settlers, or flowing from them, and we may
as justly question the derivation of Hungary from
the Huns, France from the Franks, Turkey from the
Turks, or Judea from Judah and the Jews, as those
of the several districts of Arabia from the respective
sons of Ishmael.*

* The argument in this chapter is condensed from a more ample dis-
:}usic:lr;d o’f the subject in the Appendix to “ Forster's Manometanism
nveiled.”
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CHAPTER II.

Birth and Paientage of Mohammed— Loses his Parents in early Child-
hood—Is placed under the care of his uncle Abu Taleb—Goes inta
Syria on a trading expedition with his uncle at the age of thirteen—
Enters the service of Cadijah, awidow of Mecca, whom ke afterward
snarries.

MonammEeD, the Legislator of Arabia, the Founder
of the Moslem or Mohammedan religion, and
thence dignified by himself and by his followers
with the title of Prophet and Apostle of God, was
horn at Mecca, a city of Arabia, A. D. 569.* His
hneage, notwnthstandmo‘ that many of - the earlier
Christian writers, under the influence of inveterate
prejudice against the prophet and his religion, have
represented his origin as base and ignoble, is clearly
shown to have been honourable and illustrious ; at
least, when rated by the common standard ot dis-
tinction among his countrymen. The ancient Ara-
bians, deriving their pedigree from Ishmael, and
tnheriting the nomadic habits of their ancestor, had
from time immemorial been divided into a number
of separate independent tribes, roving at large over
the immense sandy regions of which their country
is composed, except where here and there a few
thousands of them were gathered into cities, and
engaged in merchandise. Some of these tribes,

* Other authorities place his birth in A. D. 571. The precise year ean
aot e determined with certainty.
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from various causes, were more numerous, powers
ful, and renowned than others. That of Koreish,
fromn the founder of which Mohammed was n a di-
rect line descended, had long been accounted the
most noble of them all, and his ancestors, for se-
veral generations, had ranked among the princes of
Mecca, and the keepers of the keys of the Caaba,* its
sacred temple. His father’s name was Abdallah,.
one of the thirteen sons of Abdol Motalleb, the
chief personage in his day among the Koreish, and
inheriting from his father Hashem the prineipal
place in the government of Mecea, and succeeding
him in the custody of the Caaba. This Hashem,
the great-grandfather of Mohammed, was the most
distinguished name in all the line of his predeces-
sors, and from him not only is the appellation of
Hashemites bestowed upon the kindred of the pro-
phet, but even to this day, the chief magistrate,
hoth at Meecca and Medina, who must always be
of the race of Mohammed, is invariahly styled
# The Prmce of the IHashemites.” The name. of
\Iuheumn\ﬂ_l_'ilﬁqther was Amina, whose p: parentage
was traceable also to a distinguished family of the
same tribe. Her lot was envied in gaining the hand
of the son of Abdol Motalleb, as the surpassing
heauty of his person is said to huve ravished the
hearts of a hundred maidens of Arabia, who were
left, by his choice of Amina, to sigh over the wreck
of their fondest hopes.

Abdallah, though the son of a rich and princely

+ See Appendix B
47—3
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father, was possessed of but little wealth, and as he
died while his son was an infant, or, as some say,
before he was born, it is probable that that little
was seized with the characteristic rapacity of the
Arabs, and shared among his twelve surviving bro-
thers, the powerful uncles of Mohammed. Al-
though the laws of the Koran, in respect to inherit-
ances, promulgated by the prophet himself, breathe
more of the spirit of equity and kindness ; yet the
pagan Arabs, previous to his time, as we learn from
Eastern writers, were wont to treat widows and or
phans with great injustice, frequently denying them
any share in the inheritances of their fathers and
husbands, under the pretence that it ought to be dis-
tributed among those only who were able to bear
arms, and disposing of widows, even against their
own consent, as a part of their husband’s posses-
sions. The fatherless Mohammed, accordingly,
faring like the rest of his countrymen, received, in
the distribution of the patrimony, no more than five
camels and an Ethiopian female slave.

The Moslem writers, in order to represent the
birth of their pretended prophet as equally marvel-
lous with that of Moses or of Christ, the ancient
messengers of God who preceded him, have re-
ported a tissue of astonishing prodigies said to have
occurred in connexion with that event. If the
reader will receive their statements with the same
implicit faith with which they seem to be delivered,
he must acknowledge, that at the moment when the
favoured infant was ushered into the world, a flood
of light burst forth with him and illuminated every
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part of Syria; that the waters of the Lake Sawa
were entirely dried up, so that a c¢ity was built upon
its bottom; that an earthquake threw down four-
teen towers of the king of Persia’s palace; that
the sacred fire of the Persians was extinguished,
and all the evil spirits which had inhabited the moon
and stars were expelled together from their celes-
tial abodes, nor could they ever after animate idols
or deliver oracles on earth. The child also, if we
may trust to the same authorities, discovered the
most wonderful presages. He was no sooner born
than he fell prostrate, in a posture of humble ado-
ration, praying devoutly to his Creator, and saying,
“ God is great! There is no God but God, ana I am
his prophet!” By these and many other superna-
tural signs, equally astounding, is the prophet’s na-
tivity said to have been marked. 'To some of them
it would indeed appear that the earlier Christians
gave an honest credence ; with this difference, how-
ever, between their belief and that of his followers,
that while the latter ascribed them without hesita-
tion to the hand of God, giving in this manner a
gracious attestation to the prophetic character of
his servant, the former referred them directly to the
agency of the devil, who might naturally be sup-
posed, they thought, to work some special won-
ders on the present occasion. Upon the narrative
of these miraculous phenomena the reader will form
his own judgmen.. They are mentioned in the ab-
sence of all authentic information touching the pe-
riod and the event in question. Until the facts al-
leged are proved, by competent historical testi.
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mony, to have taken place, it is scarcely necessary
to call in the aid of divine or diabolical agency to
account for them ; as it is much easier to imagine
that an imposition or illusion may have been prac-
tised upon the first reporters, or that the whole ca-
talogue of wonders is a mere fabrication of inte-
rested partisans, than that the ordinary course of
nature should have been disturbed at this crisis.

The Arabic biographers of the prophet, more-
over, inform us that Abdol Motalleb, his grandfa-
ther, the seventh day after the birth of the child,
gave a great entertainment, to which he invited the
principal men of the Koreish, who, after the repast
was over, desired him to give the infant a name.
Abdol Motalleb immediately replied —¢ I name this
child Mohammed.” The Koreish grandees at once
expressed their surprise that he did not call his
grandson, according to custom, by a name which
had belonged to some one of the family. But he
persisted in the selection he had made, saying,
“ May the Most High glorify in Heaven him
whom he has created on earth!” alluding to the
name Mohammed, which signifies praised or glo-
rified.

At the early age of two years Mohammed lost
his father; and four years after, his mother. The
helpless orphan, now cast upon the kindness of his
relations, was taken into the house and family of
his grandfather, under whose guardian carc he re-
mained but two years, when the venerable Motalleb
hunself was also called to pay the debt of nature.
In a dying charge, he confided this tender plant ot
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the ancient stock of the Koreish to the faithful hands
of Abu Taleb, the eldest of his sons and the suc-
cessor of his authority. ¢ My dearest, best beloved
son”—thus history or tradition reports the tenor of
his instructions—*to thy charge I leave Moham-
med, the son of thine own brother, strictly recom-
mended, whose natural father the Lord hath been
pleased to take to himself, with the intent that this
dear child should becomeé ours by adoption; and
much dearer ought he to be unto us than merely an
adopted son. Receive him, therefore, at my dying
hands, with the same sincere love and tender bow-
els with which I deliver him to thy care. Honour,
love, and cherish him as much, or even more than
if he had sprung from thine own loins ; for all the
honour thou showest unto him shall be trebled unto
thee. Be more than ordinarily careful m thy
treatment towards him, for it will be repaid thee
with interest. Give him the preference before thine
own children, for he exceedeth them and all man-
kind in excellency and perfection. Take notice,
that whensoever he calleth upon thee, thou answer
aim not as an infant, as his tender age may re-
quire, but as thou wouldst reply to the most aged
and venerable person when he asketh thee any
question. Sit not down to thy repasts of any sort
soever, either alone or in company, till thy worthy
nephew Mohammed is seated at the table before
thee ; neither do thou ever ofter to taste of any
kind of viands, or even to stretch forth thine hand
towards the same, until he hath tasted thereof. If
thou observest these my injunctions, thy goods
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shall always increase, and in nowise be dimi-
nished.”*

Whether Abu Taleb recognised in the deposite
thus solemnly committed to his trust an object of
such high destiny and such profound veneration as
his father’s language would imply, we are not in-
formed ; but there is good evidence that he acted
towards his nephew the part of a kind friend and
protector, giving him an education, scanty indeed.
but equal to that usually received by his country
men. His followers, it is true, in order to magnify
their prophet’s supernatural gifts, and render the
composition_of—the-Karan a greater miracle, gene-
rally affirm that-he .was_wholly.illiterate, , Deither
‘h‘f"tgﬂr,ead or write. In this, indeed, they are au-
thorized by the pretensions of Mohammed himself,
who says, - Thus~have-we-sent--down -the.book
of the Koran unto thee.—'Thou_couldst not read
iy “book before this: féiiher. couldst.:thou write
it with thy right hand: then had the gainsayers
justly doubted of .the divine original thereof.”t—
 Believe, therefore, in God and his apostle, the
illitevnte prophet.” But in the Koran, a complete
fab1s: of imposture, the last thing we are to expect
is an honest adherence to truth. There is abun-
dant evidence, from the pages of this spurious re-
velation itself, that writing was an art in common
use among the Arabs at thattime. The following
precept concerning bonds puts it beyond question.

* Morgan’s Mahometanism Explained, vol.i. p 30
t Koran, ch. xxix. 1 Ch. vii.
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*{), true believers, when ye bind yourselves one to
the other in a debt for a certain time, write it down ;
and let a writer write between you according to
justice, and let not the writer refuse writing ac-
cording to what God hath taught him.” We learn
also that Ali Taleb, the son of Abu Taleb, and
cousin of Mohammed, with whom the prophet
passed his childhood, afterward became one of
his scribes, of whom he had a number employed
in making copies of the Koran as its successive
portions were revealed to him. How did it happen
that Abu Taleb should have had his son instructed
in writing, and not his nephew ? The city of Mecca,
moreover, being a place of traffic, the merchants
must have hourly felt the want of some mode
of recording their transactions ; and as we are in-
formed that Mohammed himself was for several
years engaged in mercantile pursuits before he
commenced the propagation of a new religion, it
is scarcely supposable that he was unacquainted
with the use of letters.

Of the infancy, childhood, and youth of the fu-
ture prophet no authentic details have reached us.
The blank has indeed been copiously supplied by
the fabulous legends of his votaries, but as they are
utterly void of authority, they will not repay the
trouble of transcription. Being Jestined by his
uncle to the profession of a merchant, he was taken,
as some affirm, at the age of thirteen, into Syria with
Abu Taleb’s trading caravan, in order to his being
perfected in the business of his intended vocation.
Upon the simple circumstance of this journey, the
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superstition of his followers has grafted a series of
miraculous omens all portending his future greatness.
Among other things, it is said by his historians, that
upon his arriving at Bozrah, a certain man named
Boheira, a Nestorian monk, who is thought by Pri-
deaux to be otherwise called Sergius, advanced
through the crowd collected in the market-place,
and, seizing him by the hand, exclaimed, * There
will be something wonderful in this boy; for when
he approached he appeared covered with a cloud.”
He is said to have affirmed also, that the dry trees
under which he sat were every where instantly
covered with green leaves, which served him for
a shade, and that the mystic seal of prophecy was
impressed between his shoulders, in the form of a
small lumimous excrescence. According to others,
instead of a bright cloud being the criterion by
which his subsequent divine mission was indicated,
the mark by which Boheira knew him was the
prophetic light which shone upon his face. This
miraculous light, according to the traditions of the
Mohammedans, was first placed upon Adam, and
from him transmitted to each individual in the line
of his descendants, who sustained the character of
a true prophet. The hallowed radiance atlength
tested upon the liead of Abraham, from whom it
was divided into a twofold emanation, the greater
vor clearer descending upon Isaac and his seed, the
less or obscurer to Ishmael and his posterity.
The ligit in the family of Isaac is represented as
having been perpetuated in a constant glow through
2 long line of inspired messengers and prophets,
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among the children of Israel; but that in the fa-
mily of Ishmael is said to have been suppressed,
and to have lain hidden through the whole tract of
ages, from Ishmael down to the coming of Mo-
hammed, in whom the sacred symbol was again re-
vived, and now pointed out to Boheira the high des-
tiny of him on whose person it appeared. How-
ever intrinsically vain and visionary this legend may
" be deemed, it may, nevertheless, be worth advert-
ing to, as affording perhaps, in its remoter sources,
a hint of the origin of the Zalo, which in most of
the paintings or engravings of the Saviour is made
to encircle his sacred brows.

When Abu Taleb was about to return with his
caravan to Mecca, Boheira, it is said, again re-
peated his solemn premonition, coupled with a
charge, respecting the extraordinary youth. ¢ De-
part with this child, and take great care that he
does not fall into the hands of the Jews; for your
nephew will one day become a very wonderful
person.”

The early Christian writers have laid hold of
the narrative of this interview with the Syrian
monk, as affording a clew to the true origin and
authorship of the Koran. According to them, this
Boheira, alias Sergius, who, they say, was an apos-
tate Jew or Christian. instructed Mohammed in the
histories and doctrines of the Bible, and that they
in concert laid a plan for creating a new religion,
a motley compound of Judaism and Christianity, to
be carried into execution twenty years afterward :
and that accordingly the monk, rather than Mo-

n
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hammed, is entitled to the credit of the most im-
portant parts of the Koran. Others again, deem-
wig it altogether incredible that a youth of thirteen
should have conceived the vast idea of forming
and propagating a new religion, place this corres-
pondence with Sergius at a later period of his life;
that is to say, when he was not far from twenty
years of age, at which time he is alleged to have
taken a second journey into Syria. But, as we
shall see hereafter, the question how far Moham-
med was assisted by others in the composition of
the Koran is not susceptible at the present day of
a satisfactory solution.

The next remarkable event in the life of Mo-
hammed 75 his~ appearance in the character of a
soldier.” At the agé of fourteen, or, as others say,
nearer the age of twenty, he served under his
uncle, who commanded the troops of his tribe, the
Kaoreish, in their wars against the rival tribes of
the Kenan and the Hawazan. They _returned
from the expedition victorious, and this circum-
stance doubtless terided to render the people of the _.
tribe still more devoted to the uncle and the ne-
phew, and to acquire for Mohammed a notoriety
which he was afterward enabled to turn essentially
to his account.

From this time to the age of twenty-five he ap- -
pears to have continued in the emp‘oy of Abu
Taleb, engaged in mercantile pursuits. As he -
advanced in years there is reason to believe that
his personal endowments, which were doubtless of
a superior order, together with strong native powers
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of intellect, an acute observation, a ready wit, and
pleasing address combined to render him both
popular and prominent among his associatcs.
Such, at least, is the concurrent testimony of all
his biographers, and we have no means of invali-
dating their statements. It is, however, natural
to suppose, that a strong colouring would be put
upon every superior quality of a pretended mes-
senger of God, sent to restore the true religion to
the world, and that he, who was by character a
prophet, should be represented by his adherents
as a paragon of all external perfections. About
this period, by the assistance of his uncle, he was
entered into the service of a rich trading widow of
his native city, who had been twice married, and
whose name was Capwan. In the capacity of
factor or agent to this his wealthy employer, he took
a second journey of three years into Damascus
and the neighbouring regions of Syria, in which he
devoted himself so assiduously to the interests of
Cadijah, and managed the trust committed to him
so entirely to her satisfaction, that upon his return
she rewarded his fidelity with the gift of her hand
and her fortune. It may be imagined, that in
entering into this alliance, she was probably in
fluenced by the family connexions and the personal
attractions of her suitor. But whatever were
“her motives, the union subsequently appears to
have been one of genuine affection on both sides ;
Mohammed never forgot the favours he had re-
ceived from his benefactress, and never made her
repent of having placed her person and her for-
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tune at his absolute disposal. Although Cadijah,
at the time of her marriage, was forty, and Mo-
hammed not more than iwenty-eight, yet till the
age of sixty-four, when she died, she enjoyed the
undivided affection of her husband; and that too
m a country where polygamy was allowed, and
very frequently practised. By her he had eight
children, of whom Fatima alone, his eldest daugh-
ter, survived him. And such was the prophet’s
respect to the memory of his wife, that after her
death he placed her in the rank of the four per-
fect women
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CHAPTER IIL

ohammed forms the design of palming a new Religion upon the
world — nfficult to account for this determination—Considerations
suggested—Retires to the Cave of Hera—Announces to Cadijah the

Visits 13[ Gabriel with a portion of the Koran—She be‘comes a ?mu

vert—His slow progress in gaiming Proselytes—Curious Coin.
cidence.

BeinG now raised by his marriage to an equality
with the first citizens of Mecca, Mohammed was
enabled to pass the next twelve years of his life
i comparative affluence and ease; and, until the
age of forty, nothing remarkable distinguished the
history of the future prophet. It is probable that ..
he still followed the occupation of a merchant, as
the Arabian nation, like their ancestors the Ish-. -
maelites, have always been greatly addicted to
commerce. It was during this interval, however,
that he meditated and matured the bold design of
palming a new religion upon the world. This there-
fure becomes, in its results, the most important
period in his whole life; and it is greatly to be
regretted, that the policy of the impostor, and the
ravages of time, have deprived us of all sources of
information, which might afford a satisfactory clew
to the real origin of this design. The circum-
stances which first suggested it, the peculiar train of
reflection which went to cherish it, the ends which
ne proposed to accomplish by it, together with the
veal agencies employed in bringing it forward, are
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all matters wrapped in impenetrable mystery; yet
these are the very points on which the inquiring
mind, intent upon tracing great events to their pri-
mary sources, is most eager for information. At
the present day, it is impossible to determine whe-
ther Mohammed commenced his career as a de-
luded enthusiast or a designing impostor.  Those
who have most profoundly considered the whole
subject of Mohammedanism in its rise, progress,
genius, and effects, are, on this point, divided in
/ their opinion.

On the one hand, it is supposed by some, that
Mohammed was _cunstitutionally addicted to_ reli-
gious contempldtnou—that his native temperament
was’ stiongly tinged With enthusiasm—and that he
might originally have been free from any sinister
motive in giving scope to the innate propensities

., of his character. As the result of his retired spe-
Y culations he might, moreover, it is said, have been
sincerely persuaded in his own mind of the grand
article of his faith, the unity of God, which in his
opinion was violater by all the rest of the world,
and, therefore, might have deemed it a meritorious
work to endeavour to liberate his countrymen and
his race from the bondage of error. Impelled by
this motive in the ouiset, and being aided by a
warm imagination, he might at length have come,

it is affirmed, as enthusiasts have often done, to
the firm conviction, that he was destined by Pro-
vidence to be the mstrument of a great and glo-
rious reformation; and the circumstance of his
being accustomed to solitary retirement would na-
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turally cause this persuasion to take a deeper root
in his mind. In this manner, it is supposed, his
career might have commenced; but finding himself
to have succeeded beyond his expectations, and
the force of temptation growing with the increase
of his popularity and power, his self-love at last
overpowered his honesty, ambition took the place
of devotion, his designs expanded with his success,
and he who had entered upon a pious enterprise
as a well-meaning reformer degenerated in the end
into a wilful impostor, a gross debauchee, and an
unprincipled despot.

On the other hand, it is maintained, and we
think with more of an air of probability, that his
conduct from the very first bears the marks of a
deep-laid and systematic design ; that although he
might not have anticipated all the results which
crowned the undertaking, yet in every step of his
progress he acted with a shrewdness and circum-
spection very little savouring of the drcams of en-
thusiasm ; that the pretended visits of an angel, and
his publishing, from time to time, the chapters of
the Koran, as a divine revelation, are wholly incon-
sistent with the idea of his being merely a deluded
fanatic; and that, at any rate, the discovery of his
inability to work a miracle, the grand voucher of
a divine messenger, must have been sufficient to
dispel the fond illusion from his mind.

Many circumstances, moreover, it is said, may
be adduced, which might have concurred to prompt
and favour the design of this arch imposiure
. Mohammed’s genius was bold and aspiring
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His family had formerly held the ascendency in
rank and power in the city of Mecca, and it was
merely his misfortune in having lost his father in
infancy, and being left an orphan, that prevented
him from succeeding to the same distinetion. It
was therefore the dictate of a very obvious prin-
ciple of human nature, that he should contrive, if
possible, to make the fortune and influence ac-
quired by his marriage a step to still higher ho-
nours, and to raise himself to the ancient dignity
of his house. 2. He had travelled much in his
own and foreign countries. His journeys would
of course bring him acquainted with the tenets of
the different sects of the religious world, particu-
larly the Jewish and the Christian, which were
then predominant, and the latter greatly corrupted
and torn to pieces with internal dissensions. Be-
ing a sagacious observer of men, he could not fail
to perceive that the distracted state of the exist-
ing religions had put the Eastern world into a
posture extremely favourable to the propagation
of a new system. His own countrymen, the
people of Arabia, were, indeed, for the most part
sunk in idolatry, but the vestiges of a purer faith,
derived from patriarchal times, were still lingering
among them, to a degree that afforded him the
hope of recovering them to a sounder creed. 3.
‘The political state of things at that time was such
as signally to favour his project. The Roman
empure, on the one hand, and the Persian monarchy
on the other, had both become exceedingly en-
feebled in the process of a long decline, towards
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the last stages of which they were now rapidly
approaching. The Arabs, on the contrary, were
a strong and flourishing people, abounding in num-
bers, and inured to hardships. Their being divided
into independent tribes presented also advantages
for the spread of a new faith which would not
have existed had they been consolidated into one
government. As Mohammed had considerable op-
portunities to acquaint himself with the peculiar
situation of these empires; as he had carefully noted
the genius aud disposition of the people which com-
posed them; and as he possessed a capacity to
tender every circumstance subservient to his pur-
pose, it is contended, that his scheme was much
more legitimately the fruit of policy than of piety,
and that the pseudo-prophet, instead of being pitied
for his delusion, is rather to be reprobated for his
base fabrication.

After all, it is not dmprobable that Infinite Wis
dom has so ordered it, that a veil of unpenetrated
darkness should rest on the motives of the impos-
tor, in order that a special providence may be re-
cognised in the rise and establishment of this arch-
delusion in the world. In the absence of sufficient
human causes to account for the phenomena, we
are more readily induced to acknowledge a divine
interposition. In the production of events which
are overruled in the government of God to operate
as penal evils for the punishment of the guilty,
reason and revelation both teach us reverently to
acknowledge the visitation of the Divine Hand,
whoever or whatever may have been the subordi

47—4 E
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nate agents, or their motives. “Is there evil in
the city, saith the Lord, and I have not done it?"
L e. the evil of suffering, not of sin. It cannot be
doubted that, as a matter of fact, the rise and reign
of Mohammedanism has resulted in the infliction
of a most terrible scourge upon the apostate
churches in the East, and in other portions of
Christendom ; and, unless we exclude the Judge of
the world from the exercise of his judicial prero-
gatives in dealing with his creatures, we cannot err,
provided we do not infringe upon man’s moral
agency, in referring the organ of chastisement to
the will of the Most High. The life and actions
of Mohammed himself, and his first broaching the
religion of the Koran, are but the incipient links in
a chain of political revolutions, equal in magniude
and importance to any which appear on the page
of history—revolutions, from which it would be
downright impiety to remove all idea of providential
ordainment. If then we acknowledge a peculiar
providence in the astonishing success of the Sara-
cen arms subsequent to the death of Mohammed,
we must acknowledge it also in the origination of
that system of religion which brought them unde

one head, and inspired them to the achievement o

such a rapid and splendid series of conquests.

The pretended prophet, having at length, after
years of deliberation, ripenex all his plans, pro-
ceeded in the most gradual and cautious manner to
put them in execution. He had been, it seems, for
some time in the habit of retiring daily to a certain
cave In the vicinity of Mecea, called the cave of
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Hera, for the ostensible purpose of spending his
time in fasting, prayer, and holy meditation. The
important crisis having now arrived, he began to
break to his wife, on his return home in the eve-
ning, the solemn intelligence of supernatural visions
and voices with which he was favoured in his re-
tirement. Cadijah, as might be expected, was at
first incredulous. She treated his visions as the
dreams of a disturbed imagination, or as the delu-
sions of the devilL.* Mohammed, however, per-
sisted in assuring her of the reality of these com-
munications, and rising still higher in his demands
upon her credulity, at length repeated a passage
which he affirmed to be a part of a divine revela-
tion, recently conveyed to him by the ministry of
. Lhc,,eangel.-.—Gabrlel The  memorable night “on
avhieh-this . visit was made by the. heavenly mes-
senger. is-called.the, ¢, mcrht of Al Kadr,” or the
ggght of the divine decree, dnd is 'rreatly celebrated
as 1t was tlie same mght on which the entire Koran
descended from the seventh to the lg\vest heaven,
to be thenee revealed by Gabricl in SUCCESSIve por-
tions as oceusioniight require.” “The Koran has
a whole ¢ 1apter devoted to-the' commemoration of
this event, entitled Al Kadr. It is as follows:
¢“ In the name of the most merciful God. Verily,
we sent down the Koran in the night of Al Kadr.
And what shall make thee understand how excel-
lent the night of Al Kadris? This night is better
than a thousand months. Therein do the angels

+ This is the account given by Prideaux. Sale, however, says,
« 1 do not remember to have read in any Eastern author, that Cadijah
ever rejected her hushand’s pretences as delusions, or suspected him of
any imposture.”—Prelim. Disc. 2. 58. note.
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descend, and the spirit Gabriel also, by the per.
mission of their Lord, with his decrees concerning
every matter. It is peace until the rising of the
morn.”*_ On this favoured night, between the 234
_and 24tl?771'&'n7«2dan‘accordmg to.the prophet, the
angel aﬂ)eareil to him, in glorious form, to commu.
mcate the haJppy txdmgbpgf his mission. “The ligh
. issuing frc “from his body, if .the apostle-e]ect may be
beheved,.ﬂ.was 190, dazzl‘mg for mortal eyes to be-
hold ;. -he-fainted under, the splendour nor was it
tll Gabricl had assumed a human form, that "he
_uould_venture to, approach or 160k upon him." “I’he
angel then cried_aloud, “ O MoHAM 2ED, THOU ART
THE APOSTLE OF (oD, AND 1 AM THE ANGEL
GaBriEL!” “Read!? continued the angel ; ‘the
prophet. declared.that he was unable to read.
« Read!” Gabriel again exclaimed, “ read, in the
name of thy Lord, who hath created all things;
who hath created man of congealed blood. Read,
by thy most beneficent Lord, who hath taught the
use of the pen; who teacheth man that which he
knoweth not.”t  The prophet, who professed
hitherto_to_have been illiterate, then read the joy-
ful tldmgs respecting his ministry on earth, when
the angel, having accomplished his mission, majes-
tlf;a.lly_,ascended to heaven, and dlsappeared from
“his view.  When the story’ of this surprising’ inter-
view with a celestial visitant was related to Cadijah
in connexion with the passage repeated, her un-
belief, as tradition avers, was wholly overcome,
and not only so, but she was wrought by it into 3
kind of ecstasy, declaring, “By Him in whose

* Koran. ch xevii. + Ch xcviii
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hands her soul was, that she trusted her husband
“would indeed one J:me ‘i€ prophet of his
nation.”  In the height of her joy she immediately
irnparted what she had heard to one Waraka, her
cousin, who is supposed by some to have been in
the secret, and who, being a Christian, had learned
to write in the Hebrew character, and was tole-
rably well versed in the Jewish and Christian
Scriptures. He unhesitatingly assented to her
opinion respecting the divine designation of her
husband, and even affirmed, that Mohammed was
no other than the great prophet foretold by Moses,
the son of Amram. This belief that both the pro-
phet and his spurious religion were subjects of in-
spired prediction in the Old Testament Scriptures,
is studiously inculcated in the Koran. ¢« Thy
Lord is the mighty, the merciful. This book is
certainly a revelation from the Lord of all crea-
tures, which the faithful spirit (Gabriel) hath caused
to descend upon thy heart, that thou mightest be a
preacher to thy people in the perspicuous Arabic
tongue ; and it is borne witness to in the Seriptures
of former ages. Was it not a sign unto them that
the wise men among the children of Israel knew
it

Having succeeded in gaining over his wife, he
persevered in that retired and austere kind of life
which tends to beget the reputation of pre-eminent
sanctity, and ere long had his servant, Zeid Ebn
Hareth, added to the list of proselytes. He re-
warded the faith of Zeid by manumitting him from

* Korun, ch. xxiii
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servitude, and it has hence become a standing rule
among his followers always to grant their freedom
to such of their slaves as embrace the religion of
the prophet. Ali, the son of Abu Taleb, Moham.
med’s cousin, was his next convert, but the impe-
tuous youth, disregarding the other two as persons
of comparatively little note, used to style himself
the first of believers. His fourth and most import.
ant convert was Abubeker, a powerful citizen of
Mecca, by whose influence a number of persons
nossessed of rank and authority were induced to
profess the religion of Islam. These were Oth-
man, Zobair, Saad, Abdorrahman, and Abu Obei-
dah, who afterward became the principal leaders
in his armies, and his main instruments in the
establishment both of his imposture and of his
empire. Four years were spent in the arduous
task of winning over these nine individuals to the
faith, some of whom were the principal men of
the city, and who composed the whole party of
his proselytes previously to his beginning to pro-
claim his mission in public. He was now forty-
four years of age.

It has been remarked, as somewhat of a striking
coincidence, that the period of Mohammed’s retiring
to the cave of Hera for the purpose of fabricating
his imposture corresponds very nearly with the
time in which Boniface, bishop of Rome, by virtue
of a grant from the tyrant Phocas, first assumed
the title of Universal Pastor, and began to lay
claim to that spiritual supremacy over the church
of Chist, which has ever since been arrogated to
themselves by his successors. ¢ And from this
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time,” says Prideaux, ¢ both he (the bishop of
Rome) and Mohammed having conspired to found
themselves an empire in imposture, their followers
have been ever since endeavouring by the same
methods, that is, those of fire and sword, to pro-
pagate it among mankind ; so that Antichrist seems
at this time to have set both his feet upon Christen-
dom together; the one in the East, the other in
the West, and how much each hath trampled upon
the church of Christ, all succeeding ages have
abundantly experienced.” The agreement of dates
here adverted to may be worth noticing; both
events having occurred within the first six or eight
years of the seventh century ; but we have as yet
met with no evidence to convince us of the pro-
priety of applying the epithet Antichrist to Mo-
hammed. It is, however, the opinion of many
Protestant expositors of prophecy, that this appel-
lation is properly attributable to that system of
ecclesiastical domination so long exercised by the
Romish hierarchy, and the continuance of which,
it is maintained, is limited by the prophetic term
of 1260 years. If, therefore, this predicted period,
assigned to the reign of the Roman Antichrist, be
dated from near the commencement of the seventh
century, we are not very far from the era of great
moral changes in the state of the world; and
there are reasons to be adduced in a subsequent
part of this work, which lead us to believe, that
the career of Mohammedanism runs parallel to
that of Popery, and that, taking their rise from
nearly a common era, they are destined also to
synchronisc in their fall.
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CHAPTER 1V,

The Prophet announces his Mission among his kindred of the Koreish
—Meets with a harsh repulse—Begwns to declare it in public—View
of kis fundaincntal Doctrines—His pretensions respecting the Ko-
ran.—The disdainful Rejection of his Message by his fellow-citizens
—His consequent Denunciations against them.

THE mission of Mohammed had hitherto been
conducted in private. 'The proselytes he had thus
far gained had been won over from among the
circle of his immediate friends and connexions.
The time had now come, he affirmed, when the
Lord commanded him to make his message pub-
licly known, beginning with his kindred of the
tribe of Koreish. “ O thou covered, arise and
preach, and magnify thy Lord.”* ¢ And admonish
thy more near relations.”t  To this end he directed
Ali to prepare a generous entertainment, and in-
vite to it the sons and descendants of Abdol Mo-
talleb, where, when they were all convened, he
would formally divulge to them the solemn fact of
his apostolic commission. Some disturbance, oc-
casioned by Abu Laheb, caused the company to
break up before he had an opportunity of effecting
his purpose, which induced him to give them a se-
cond invitation on the ensuing day. About forty
of them accordingly assembled around his board,
when the prophet arose, and thus addressed his

* Koran, ch. Ixxv t Ch. xxvi
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wondering guests :—* I know no man in the whole
peninsula of the Arabs who can propose any thing
more excellent to his relations than what I now do
to you; [ offer you happiness both in this life and
in that whichi is to come ; God Almighty hath comn-
manded me to call you unto him ; who therefore
among you will be my vizier (assistant), and will
become my brother and vicegerent?” General
astonishment kept the assembly silent; none of-
fered to accept the proflered office till the fiery Ali
burst forth and declared that he would be the
brother and assistant of the prophet. *1,” said
he, « O prophet of God, will be thy vizier; 1 my-
self will beat out the teeth, pull out the eyes, rip
open the bellies, and cut off the legs, of all those
who shall dare to oppose thee.” The prophet
caught the young proselyte in his arms, exclaim-
ing, * This is my brother, my deputy, my succes-
sor; show yourselves obedient unto him.” At
this apparently extravagant command, the whole
company burst into laughter, telling Abu Taleb
that he must now pay obedience and submission to
his own son! As words weie multiplied, surprise
began 1o give way to_indignation,-the_seriens-pre-
tensions of the prophet were. seriously resented,
and in the issue e the assembly broke up.in confu-
monlaﬁ‘Qrdmg the ardent apost]e but slender pros-
pects of success among his kinsmen.

Undeterred by the failure of his first public at-

/ tempt, Mohammed began to preach still more

'kopenly before the people of Mecca. He an-

nounced to them that he was commissioned by the
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Almighty to be his prophet on the earth; to assen
the unity of the Divine Being; to denounce the
‘worship of images;. to recall the people to the
true and only religion ; to bear the tidings of para-
dise to the believing; "and to threater the deaf and
unbelieving with the terrible vengeance of the
Lord. His main doctrine, and that which consti-
tutes the distinguishing character of the Koran is,
that there is _but one God; that he only is to be
worshlpped and that all ldolatry is a foul abomi-
nation; to be utterly abolished. The 112th ch. of
the Koran, entitled “ The Declaration of God’s
Unity,” is held in the most profound veneration by
the Mohammedans, and declared, by a tradition of
the prophet, to be equal in value to a third part of
the whole Koran. It 1s said to have been re-
vealed in answer to the Koreish, who inquired of
the apostle concerning the distinguishing attributes
of the God whom he invited them to worship. It
consists of a single sentence. ¢ In the name of
the most merciful God. Say, God is one God;
the eternal God; he begetteth not, neither is he
begotten : and there is not any one like unto him.”
In the incessant repetition of this doctrine in the
pages of the Koran, the author is aiming not only
at the grosser errors of polytheism and idolatry,
then common among the Eastern nations, but is
levelling a blow also at the fundamental tenet of
Christianity, that Jesus Christ is the son of God,
“the only begotten of the Father.” Like others
in other ages, Mohammed could conceive of no
mode of understanding the doctrine of the filia
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tion of Christ, as held by Christians, which did
not directly militate with the truth of the essential
unity of the Most High; and in his view the first-
horn of absurdities was, to affirm in the sama
breath that Christ was the son of God, and yet
coequal and coeternal with the Father. The New
Testament declarations, therefore, respecting the
person and character of the Messiah find no mercy
at the hands of the author of the Koran, who
either had not the candour or the capacity to dis-
criminate beween the doctrine of the Trinity and
that of Tritheism. O ye who have received the
Scriptures, exceed not the just bounds in your re-
ligion, neither say of God any other than the
truth.”—i. e. either by rejecting Jesus as the Jews
do, or by raising him to an equality with God as
do the Christians. ¢ Verily, Christ Jesus, the son
of Mary, is the apostle of God, and his word,
which he conveyed into Mary, and a spirit pro-
ceeding from him. Believe, therefore, in God and
his apostles, and say not there are three Gods;
forbear this; it will be better for you. God is
but one God. Far be it from him that he should
have a son! Unto him belongeth whatsoever is in
heaven and on earth; and he is sufficient unto
himself.”*  « They are certainly infidels who say,
Verily, God is Christ the son of Mary. Whoever
shall give a companion unto God, God shall ex-
clude him from paradise, and his habitation shall
be hell-fire. They are certainly infidels who say
God is the third of three : foi there is no God be

* Koran, ch. iv



@0 LIFE OF MOHAMMED.

sides one God. Christ, the son of Mary, is ko
more than an apostle; and his mother was a
woman of veracity : they both ate food.”* ¢ There
is no God but, he: the curse be on those whom
they associate with him in his worship.”t

With this fundamental article of the Moslem
creed, Mohammed connected that of his being,
since Moses and Jesus, the only true prophet of
God. «“We gave unto the children of Israel the
book of the law, and wisdom, and prophecy ; and we
fed them with good things, and preferred them above
all nations: and we gave them plain ordinances
concerning the business of religion.  Afterward
we appointed thee, O Mohammed, to promulgate
a law concerning the business of religion: where-
fore follow the same, and follow not the desires of
those who are ignorant.”t The object of his mis-
worl.d, an__entlLely new “scheéme of. rehglon, as to
restore and replant the only true and ancient faith
professed by the Patr{grchs and prophets, from
Adam down to Christ. “Thus have we revealed
unto thee an K¥abic Koran, that thou mayest warn
tl:e metropolis of Mecca, and the Arabs who dwell
round about it. He hath ordained you the religion
which he commanded Noah, and which we have
revealed unto thee, O Mohammed, and which we
commanded Abraham, and Moses, and Jesus ; say-
ing, Observe this religion, and be not divided there-
m. Wherefore, invite them to receive the sure
faith, and be urgent with them as thou hast been

* Roran, ch. v. t Ch. ix. $ Ch. xiv.
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commanded.” This revival and re-establishmem
of the ancient faith, he taught, was to be effected by
purging it of the idolatrous notions of the Arabs,
and of the corruptions of the Jews and Christians.
For while he admits the fact that the books of the
Old and New Testaments were originally written by
inspiration, he at the same time maintains, that they
have been since so shamefully corrupted by their
respective disciples, that the present copies of both
are utterly unworthy of credit; and therefore, he
seldom quotes them in the Koran according to the
received text. From the following extracts, the
reader will perceive how unsparingly the restorer
of the primitive faith deals forth his rebukes upon
those who had wilfully adulterated and disfigured
it.  * O ye who have received the Scriptures, why
do ye clothe truth with vanity, and knowingly hide
the truth? And there are certainly some of
them who read the Scriptures perversely, that ye
may think what they read to be really in the Scrip
tures, yet it is not in the Scriptures; and they say
this is from God; but itis not from God ; and they
speak that which is false concerning God, against
their own knowledge.”* ¢« Wherefore, because
they have broken their covenant, wet have cursed
them, and hardened their hearts; they dislocate
the words of the Pentateuch from their places, and
nave forgotten part of what they were admonished ;

* Koran, ch. iii.

t The reader will notice that notwithstanding Mohammed’s strenuous
assertion of God’s absolute unity, and his execrations of those who as-
cribe 10 him *‘aszociates,” yet when he introduces him speaking in the
Koran it is usually in the plural number.
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and wilt thou not cease to discover the deceitful
practices among them, except a few of them?”
“(O ye who have received the Scriptures, now is
our apostle come unto you, to make manifest unto
you many things which ye have concealed in the
Seriptures.”

In the execution of his high behest, he declared
himself appointed to promulge a new revelation
in successive portions, the aggregate of which was
to constitute the Bible of his followers. The ori-
ginal or archetype of the Koran,t he taught, was
laid up from everlasting in the archives of Heaven,
being written on what he termed the preserved ta-
ble, near to the throne of God, from which the series
of chapters communicated by Gabriel were a tran-
script.  This pretended gradual mode of revelation
was certainly a master stroke of policy in the im-
postor. ¢ The unbelievers say, unless the Koran
be sent down to him entire at once, we will not be-
lieve. But in this manner have we revealed it that
we might confirm thy heart thereby, and we have
dictated it gradually by distinct parcels.”f Had
the whole volume been published at once, so that
a rigid examination could have been instituted into
its contents as a whole, and the different parts
brought into comparison with each other, glaring
inconsistencies would have been easily detected,
and objections urged which he would probably have
found it impossible to answer. But by pretending
to receive his oracles in separate portions, at dif

* Koran, ch. v. i See Appendix C. { Koran, ch xxv
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ferent times, according as his own exigences or
those of his followers required, he had a ready way
of silencing all cavils, and extricating himself with
credit from every difficulty, as nothing forbade the
message or mandate of to-day being modified or
abrogated by that of to-morrow. In this manner,
twenty-three years elapsed before the whole chain
of revelations was completed, though the prophet
informed his disciples that he had the consolation of
seeing the entire Koran, bound in silk and adorned
with gold and gems of Paradise, once a year, till, in
the Tast year.of his Jife, 1ie was favoured with the
vision.twice. A part of thégespuriviis oracles Were
published at Mecca before his flight, the remainder
at Medina after it. The particular mode of publica-
tion is said to have been this: When a new chap-
ter had been communicated to the prophet, and was
about to be promulgated for the benefit of the
world, he first dictated it to his secretary, and then
delivered the written paper to his followers, to be
read and repeated till it had become firmly im-
printed upon their memories, when the paper was
again returned to the prophet, who carefully depo-
sited it in a chest, called by him ¢ the chest of
his apostleship.” The hint of this sacred coffer
was doubtless taken from the Ark of the Covenant,
the holy chest of the Jewish tabernacle, in which
the authentic copy of the law was laid up and pre-
served. This chest Mohammed left at his death
in the care of one of his wives ; and from its con-
tents the volume of the Koran was afterward com-
piled. The first collection and arrangement of
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these prophetic relics, more precious thau the scat-
tered leaves of all the Sybils, was made by Abu.
beker, but the whole was afterward revised and
new-modelled by Othman, who left the entire vo-
lume of the Koran in the order in which we now
have it.

Mohammed’s first reception by the mass of his
fellow-citizens of Mecca was scarcely more hope-
ful than it had been among his kindred. His d.]-

leged divine messages, especnlly when they as-
sumed a tone of ‘repreliension and reproach towards
‘his countrymen, for their idolatry, obstinacy, and
perverseness, were met with mdlanant scoffs anc
railings. Sw— called him a magician ani a sor-
cerer; others, a silly fétailer of old fables; and
olli"éf'é"dlrecﬂl charged. him with being.a liar and-
-an. lmposwr. The reader will be amused and in-
terested by 'the insertion of a few out of the scores
of allusions, with which the Koran abounds, to the
profane and contemptuous treatment shown to-
wards the prophet at this time. ¢ 'I'he Meccans
say, O_thou, to whom the admonition (the Koran)
hath been sent dowi, thou art certainly possessed
with..a..deyil :" wouldst not thou have come unto
us_ with -an attendance of angels if thou hadst
spoken the truth? Answer, We send not down the
angels but on a just occasion.” ¢ Verily I have
permitted these Meccans and their fathers to live
in prosperity, till the truth should come untv them,
and a manife<t apostle: but now the truth is come

Autan, ch, vi
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unto them, they say, this is a piece of sorcery;
W@W—%heyaay—ﬁad—-
bis Koram—berfi Sent down unto some great man
in_either of the two. cmes, we would have received

~it2% « The time of giving up their account draweth
nigh unto the people of Mecca. No admonition
cometh unto them from their Lord, but when they
hear it they turn it to sport. They say, The Ko-
ran is a confused heap of dreams nay, he hath
ferééd-«lt.”f «’And the unbelievers say, this Koran
is no other thﬁra’fcfr_g‘ery which he hath contrived ;
and othér peopI'e have “assisted him therein : but
they utter an unjust thing and a falsehood. They
also say, These are fables of the ancients, which he
hath caused to be written down ; and they are dic-
tated unto him morning and evening. Say, He
hath revealed it who knoweth the secrets in hea-
ven and earth. _And they say, What kind of apostle
ig.this?__ He eateth food, and walketh i the streets
as_we_do. 'The ungodly also say, Ye follow no
other than a man who is distracted.”} ¢ When our
evident signs are rehearsed unto them, the unbe-
lievers say of the truth, This is a manifest piece of
sorcery. Will they say, Mohammed hath forged
it? Answer, If I have forged it, verily, ye will
not obtain for me any favour from God: he well
knoweth the injurious language which ye utter
concerning it. I follow no other than what is
revealed unto me ; neither am I any more than 3
public warner.”§

* Koran, ch. xliii. t Ch. xxi { Ch. xxv. ¢ Ch. xivi
47—5
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But these stiff-necked idolaters were plainly
taught that they were not to promise themselves
impunity in thus pouring contempt upon the testi-
mony of an authorized legate of heaven. The
Most High himself was brought in confirming by
an oath the truth of his prophet’s mission. «I
swear by that which ye see and that which ye see
not, that this is the discourse of an honourable
apostle, and not the discourse of a poet: how
little do ye believe ! Neither is it the discourse of
a soothsayer: how little are ye admonished! It
is a revelation from the Lord of all creatures. If
Mohammed had forged any part of these dis-
courses concerning us, verily we had taken him
by the right hand, and had cut in sunder the vein
of his heart; neither would we have withheld any
of you from chastising him. And verily, this book
is an admonition unto the pious; and we well
know there are some of you who charge the same
with 1mposture : but it shall surely be an occa-
sion of grievous sighing unto the infidels ; for it is
the truth of a certainty.” ¢ Because he is an
adversary to our signs, I will afflict him with
grievous calamities ; for he hath devised contume-
lious expressions to ridicule the Koran. May
he be cursed! I will cast him to be burned in
hell. And what shall make thee understand what
hell is? It leaveth not any thing unconsumed,
neither doth it suffer any thing to escape; 1t
searcheth men’s flesh ; over the same are nineteen

* Koran ch. Ixix
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angels appointed. We have appointed none but
angels to preside over hell-fire.”* ¢ Verily we
have prepared for the unbelievers chains, and col-
lars, and burning fire.”t ¢ Verily those who dis-
believe our signs we will surely cast out to be
broiled in hell-fire: and when their skins shall be
well burned, we will give them other skins in ex-
change, that they may taste the sharper torment.”}

* Koran, ch. Ixxiv. t Ch xi. 1 Ch. iv.
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CHAPTER V.

Mohkammed not discouraged by Opposition—The burden of his Preacs

ng—Desmptwn of Paradise—Error to suppose Women excluded—

Hell—Gains some Followers—Challenged to work a Miracle—

zs Reply—The Koran the grand Miracle of his Religion—Judicias
Obduracy charged upon the Unbelievers.

BuT-no_repulses, however_rude or_rebellious,
operatedto-deter. th(zprophet from prosecuting his
_apostolic ministry. No injuries or’ insults, how-

ever.galling, availed t" quench that glow of ‘phi-
lanthropy, that. earnest solicitude for the salvation
of -his. countrymen; forwhich his divine revela-
tions plainly give him credit. « Peradventure, thou
afflictest thyself unto death lest the Meccans be-
come not true believers.”* <« Verily, God will
cause to err whom he pleaseth, and will direct
whom he pleaseth. Let not thy souli, therefore be
spent in sighs for their sakes, on account of their
obstinacy ; for God well knoweth that which they
do.”t And it must be acknowledged, that his firm-
ness at this stage of his career, in the midst of
bitter opposition, opprobrious taunts, and relentless
sdicule, has very much the air of having been
rrompted by a sincere though enthusiastic belief
u the truth and rectitude of his cause. The
scope of several chapters of the Koran promul-
zated at this time leads to the same impression.

¢ Kcran ch. xxvi, t Ch. xxxv.
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They are strikirgly hortatory and impassioned in
their character, inculcating the being and perfec-
tions of the one only God, the vanity of idols, a
future resurrection, a day of judgment, a state of
rewards and punishments, and the necessity of
works of righteousness. The marks of impos-
ture are much more discernible upon the pages
subsequently revealed, in which the prophet had
private ends of a sinister nature to accomplish.
Jut he contented not himself with merely preach-
ing in public assemblies, and proclaiming in streets
and market-places the solemn and awakening
burden of his message. With a zeal worthy of a
better cause, and with a perseverance and patience
that might serve as a model to a Christian mis-
sionary, he backed his public appeals by private
addresses, and put in requisition all the arts of per-
suasion and proselytism, in which he was so emi-
nently skilled. He applied himself in the most
insinuating manner to all classes of people; he
was complaisant and liberal to the poor, cultivating
their acquaintance and relieving their wants ; the
rich and noble he soothed by flattery ; and bore
affronts without seeking to avenge them. The
effect of this politic management was greatly en
hanced by the peculiar character of those inspired
promises and threatenings which he brought to
enforce his message.

His promises were chiefly of a blissful paradise
in another life ; and these he studiously aimed to
set forth in colours hest calculated to work upon
the fancies of a sensitive and sensual race, whose
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minds, in consequence of their national habits,
were little susceptible of the images of abstract
enjoyment. The notions of a purely intellectual
or spiritual happineea pertain to a more cultivated
people. The scorching heat of those tropical re-
gions, the aridness of the soil, and the consequent
lack of a verdant vegetation, made it natural to the
Arabs, and other oriental nations, to conceive of
the most exquisite scenes of pleasure under the
images of rivers of water, cooling drinks, flowery
gardens, shaded bowers, and luscious fruits. The
magnificence also of many of the Eastern build-
ings, their temples and palaces, with the sumptu-
ousness of their dresses, the pomp of processions,
and the splendour of courts, would all tend 1o
mingle in their ideas of the highest state of en-
joyment an abundance of gold and silver and pre-
cious stones—treasures for which the East has
been famed from time immemorial. Mohammed
was well aware that a plenitude of these visible
and palpable attractions, to say nothing of grosser
sources of pleasure, was an indispensable requi-
site in 2 heaven suited to the temperament of his
countrymen. Accordingly, he assures the faith-
ful, that they shall enter into delectable gardens,
where the rivers flow, some with water, some with
wine, some with milk, and some with clarified
honey ; that there will be fountains and purling
streams whose pebbles are rubies and emeralds,
their earth of camphire, their beds of musk, and
their sides of saffron. In feasting upon the ban-
gvets of paradise. at one time the most delicious
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fruits shall hang dependent from the branches of
the trees under which their couches are spread, so
that they have only to reach forth their hands to
pluck them; again, they shall be served in dishes
of gold filled with every variety of grateful food,
and supplied with wine of ambrosial flavour. But
the prophet’s own glowing pictures of the joys of
his promised paradise will do more justice to the
subject. ¢ They shall repose on couches, the lin-
ings whereof shall be of thick silk interwoven with
gold; and the fruit of the two gardens shall be
near at hand to gather. Therein shall receive
them beauteous damsels, refraining their eyes from
beholding any besides their spouses, having com-
plexions like rubies and pearls. Besides these
there shall be two other gardens that shall be
dressed in eternal verdure. In each of them
shall be two fountains pouring forth plenty of
water. In each of them shall be fruits, and palm-
trees, and pomegranates. Therein shall be agree-
able and beauteous damsels, having fine black
eyes, and kept in pavilions from public view,
whom no man shall have dishonoured before their
predestined spouses, nor any genius.” ¢ They
shall dwell in gardens of delight, reposing on
couches adorned with gold and precious stones;
sitting opposite to one another thereon. Youths,
which shall continue in their bloom for ever, shall
go round about to attend them, with goblets and
beakers, and a cup of flowing wine : their heads
shall not ache by drinking the same, neither shall
their reason be disturbed.” ¢ Upon them shall be
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garments of fine green silk, and of brocades, and
they shall be adorned with bracelets of silver, and
their Lord shall give them to drink of a most pure
liquor—a cup of wine mixed with the water of
Zenjebil, a fountain in paradise named Salsabil.”
“ But those who believe and do that which is right,
we will bring into gardens watered by rivers,
therein shall they remain for ever, and therein
shall they enjoy wives free from all infirmities ;
and we will lead them into perpetual abodes.’
« For those who fear their Lord will be preparea
high apartments in paradise, over which shall be
other apartments buiit; and rivers shall run be-
neath them.” ¢ But for the pious is prepared a
place of bliss: gardens planted with trees, and
vineyards, and damsels of equal age with them-
selves, and a full cup.”*

Such is the Mohammedan paradise, rendered
alluring by its gross, carnal, and luxurious cha-
racter. [t cannot indeed be denied that there are
occasional intimations, in the IXoran, of some kind
of spiritual happiness to be enjoyed by the pious
in addition to their corporeal pleasures. ¢ Their
prayer therein shall be, Praise be unto thee, O
God! and their salutation therein shall be, Peace!
and the end of their prayer shall be, Praise be
unto God, the Lord of all creatures.”t But it is
beyond question, that the main ingredients in the
anticipated happiness of the Moslem saints are of
a sensual kind, addressed to the inferior principles

« Koran, ch. iii. iv. xxxvi. xxxvii. xliii. xlvii. Ixxviii. tQa s
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of our nature, and making their paradise to dif-
fer but little from the Elysium of the heathen
poets.

The reader of the Koran wiill meet with re-
peated declarations subversive of the vulgar opi-
nion, that the religion of Mohammed denies to
women the possession of souls, and excludes
them from all participation in the joys of paradise.
Whatever may have been imagined or affirmed on
this point by some of his more ignorant followers, it
is certain that Mohammed himself thought toc
highly of women to inculcate any such doctrine, as
the following passages will evince: ¢ Whoso doetl.
evil, shall be rewarded for it ; and shall not find any
patron or helper besides God; but whoso doeth
good works, whether he be male or female, and is
a true believer, they shall be admitted into para-
dise, and shall not in the least be unjustly dealr
with.”* ¢« The reward of these shall be paradise,
gardens of eternal abode, which they shall enter,
and whoever shall have acted uprightly, of their
fathers, and their wives, and their posterity ; and
the angels shall go in unto them by every gate,
saying, Peace be upon you, because ye have en-
dured with patience; how excellent a reward is
paradise !}

If these vivid representations of the future bliss
of the faithful were calculated to work strongly
upon the passions of his hearers, his denunciations
of the fearful torments reserved for unbelievers,

4 Koran, ch. iv. t Ch. xiii
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were equally well fitted to produce the same ef-
fect. The most revolting images of bodily suf-
fering, hunger, thirst, the torture of fire, and the
anguish of piercing cold, were summoned up by
the preacher to alarm the workers of evil, and to
call off the worshippers of idols from their im-
piety. ¢ But for the transgressors is prepared an
evil receptacle, namely hell: they shall be cast
into the same to be burned, and a wretched couch
shall it be.” ¢ And they who believe not shall
have garments of fire fitted unto them: boiling
water shall be poured on their heads; their bow-
els shall be dissolved thereby, and also their skins ;
and they shall be beaten with maces of iron. So
often as they shall endeavour to get out of hell,
because of the anguish of their torments, they
shall be dragged back into the same; and their
tormentors shall say unto them, Taste ye the pain
of burning.”* «It shall be said unto them, Go
ye into the punishment which ye denied as a false-
hood: go ye into the shadow of the smoke of
hell, which shall ascend in three columns, and
shall not shade you from the heat, neither shall it
be of service against the flame; but it shall cast
forth sparks as big as towers, resembling yellow
camels in colour.”t ¢ Hath the news of the
overwhelming day of judgment reached thee?
The countenances of some, on that day, shall be
cast down; labouring and toiling; they shall be
cast into a scorching fire to be broiled : they shall

* Koran, ch. xvii. t Ch. Ixxviit
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be gzven to drink of a boiling fountain : they shall
have no food but of dry thorns and thistles;
which shall not fatten neither shall they satisfy
hunger.” “Is this a better entertainment, or the
tree of Al Zaccum? How different is the tree Al
Zaccum from the abode of Eden! We have
planted it for the torment of the wicked. It is a
tree which issueth from the bottom of hell: the
fruit thereof resembleth the heads of devils ; and
the damned shall eat of the same, and shall fill
their bellies therewith ; and there shall be given
them thereon a mixture of filthy and boiling water
to drink : afterward shall they return into hell.”*
Such was the burden of his exhortations, while
he warned the people of the danger of unbelief,
and urged them by his eloquence to avoid eter-
nal damnation by putting faith in the apostle of
God. In addition to these powerful motives,
drawn from another world, he was lavish in the
menaces of fearful punishments in this life also, if
they hearkened not to his voice. For this pur-
pose, he set before them the calamities which had
overtaken those who, in former times, had refused
to listen to the prophets sent among them. ¢ Do
they not consider how many generations we have
destroyed before them? Other apostles have
been laughed to scorn before thee, but the judg-
ments which they made a jest of encompassed
those who laughed them to scorn. Say, Go
through the earth, and behold what has been the

* Koran ch xxxvii.
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end of those who accused our prophets of impos-
ture.”* “We have already sent messages unto
sundry nations before thee, and we afflicted them
with trouble and adversity, that they might humble
themselves: yet when the affliction which we
sent came upon them, they did not humble them-
selves; but their hearts became hardened, and
Satan caused them to find charms in rebellion.
And when they had forgotten that concerning
which they had been admonished, we suddenly
laid hold on them, and behold they were seized
with despair ; and the utmost part of the people
which had acted wickedly was cut off: praise be
unto God, the Lord of all creatures!”t He cited
the case of the inhabitants of the old world, who
perished in the deluge for not giving heed to the
preaching of Noah ; of Sodom, overwhelmed by
fire for not receiving the admonition of Lot; and
of the Egyptians, who were buried in the Red
Sea for despising Moses. To give still greater
effect to his warnings, and ingratiate himself into
the favour, as well as to awaken the fears,of his
auditors, he took repeated occasions to allege his
entire disinterestedness in the work in which he
was engaged. He preached because he was com-
manded to preach, and not because he intended
covertly to make gain of his hearers. He there-
fore boldly takes them to witness that he de-
manded no compensation for his services. He
looked to a higher source fjor reward. ¢ But we

*Koran ch vi. tCh. vi.
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have brought them their admonition; and they
trn aside from their admonition. Dost thou ask
of them any maintenance for thy preaching? since
the maintenance of thy Lord is better; for he i3
the most bounteous provider.”* ¢« We have sent
thee to be no other than a bearer of good tidings,
and a denouncer of threats. Say, I ask not of
you any reward for this my preaching, besides the
conversion of him who shall desire to take the
way unto his Lord.”t As the prophet therefore
disclaimed all sinister views in the execution of
his office, as he expressly renounced the expect-
ancy of any earthly advantage whatever, so he
was commanded to divest his mind of all undue
anxiety as to the result of lus labours of love.
“ O apostle, let not them grieve thee who hasten
to infidelity.” ¢ Whoso is wilfully blind, the con-
sequence will be to himself. We have not ap-
pointed thee a keeper over them : neither art thou
a guardian over them.” ¢ And be not thou grieved
on account of the unbelievers, neither be thou
troubled for that which they subtly devise.”}

It is not therefore to be wondered at that the
rousing appeals of the prophet should have taken
effect ; that one after another should have listened
—pondered—wavered—and yielded—-especially
as the gravity and sanctity of his deportment seem,
at this time, to have corresponded with the solemn
strain of his expostulations. Such accordingly
vas the fact. 'The number of his followers gra-

* Koran, ch xxiii } Ch. xlii. $Ch. xvi.
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dually increased, so that in five years from the
commencement of his mission, his party, including
himself, amounted to forty.

That which operated more than any thing else
to disconcert the impostor was the demand re-
peatedly made upon him to prove the truth of his
mission by working a miracle. ¢ Moses and Je-
sus,” said his hearers, “ and the rest of the pro-
phets, according to thine own doctrine, wrought
miracles to prove themselves sent of God. Now
if thou be a prophet, and greater than any that
were before thee, as thou boastest, let us see a
miracle from thee also. Do thou make the dead
to rise, the dumb to speak, the deaf to hear; or
else cause fountains to spring out of the earth, and
make this place a garden adorned with vines and
palm trees, and watered with rivers running
through it in divers channels; or do thou make
thee a house of gold beautified with jewels and
costly furniture; or let us see the book which
thou allegest to have come down from heaven, or
the angel which thou sayest brings it unto thee,
and we will believe.” This natural and not un-
reasonable demand, he had, as we learn from the
Koran, several ways of evading. At one time, he
tells them he is only a man sent to preach to them
the rewards of paradise and the punishments of
hell. *“The infidels say, unless a sign be sent
unto him from his Lord, we will not believe.
Thou art commissioned to be a preacher only, and
not a worker of miracles.”* ¢ Answer, Signs are

* Roran, ch. xtii
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i the power of God alone; and I am no more
than a public preacher. Is it not sufficient for
them that we have sent down unto thee the book
of the Koran, to be read unto them ?’* «We
sent not our messengers otherwise than bearing
good tidings and denouncing threats. Say, I say
not unto you, The treasures of God are in my
power : neither do I say, I know the secrets of
God : neither do I say unto you, Verily I am an
angel : I follow only that which is revealed unto
me.”t At another, that their predecessors had
despised the miracles of the former prophets, and
for this reason God would work no more among
them. Again, that those whom God had ordained
to believe, should believe without miracles, while
the hapless non-elect, towhom he had not decreed
the gift of faith, would not believe though ever
so many miracles were wrought before them.
“ And though we had sent down angels unto them,
and the dead had spoken unto them, they would
not have believed, unless God had so- pleased.”}
« If their aversion to thy admonitions be grievous
unto thee, if thou canst seek a den whereby thou
mayest penetrate into the inward parts of the earth,
or a ladder by which thou mayest ascend into
heaven, that thou mayest show them a sign, do so,
but thy search will be fruitless ; for if God pleased
he would bring them all to the true direction.”§
At a later period, when he was at Medina at the
nead of an army, he had a more summary way of

* Koran. ch. xiii. tCh. vi. t Ibid. ¢ Ibid.
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solving all difficulties arising from this source, for
his doctrine then was, that God had formerly sent
Moses and Jesus with the power of working mira-
cles, and yet men would not believe, and there-
fore he had now sent him, a prophet of another
order, commissioned to enforce belief by the power
of the sword. 'The sword accordingly was to be
the true seal of his apostleship, and the remark
of the historian is equally just and striking, that
«“Mohammed, with the sword in one hand and the
Koran in the other, erected his throne on the ruins
of Christianity and of Rome.”*

By some of the more credulous of the prophet’s
followers, there are, it is true, several miracles at-
tributed to him ; as that he clave the moon asun-
der; that trees went forth to meet him; that
water flowed from between his fingers; that the
stones saluted him ; that a beam groaned at him;
that a camel complained to him ; and that a shoul-
der of mutton informed him of its being poisoned,
together with several others. But these miracles
were never alleged by Mohammed himself, nor are
they maintained by any respectable Moslem wri-
ters. The only miracle claimed either by him or
his intelligent votaries is the Koran, the composi-
tion of which is the grand miracle of their reli-
gion. On this point the reader will perceive that
the prophet’s assumptions in the following pas-
sages are high-toned indeed. «If ye be in doubt
concerning that revelation which we have sent

¢ Gibbon.
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down unto our servant, produce a chapter like
untc it, and call upon your witnesses, besides God,
if ye say the truth.”* ¢« Say, Verily, if men and
genii were purposely assembled, that they might
prodice a book like this Koran, they could not
prodwe one like it, although the one of them as-
sisted the other.”t * Will they say, He hath
forgec the Koran? Bring therefore ten chapters
like wto it, forged by yourselves; and call on
whomsoever ye may to assist you.”}{ The infatua-
tion of the Meccans in rejecting this inestimable
“ admenition,” stamped as it was with the evident
impres; of the divinity, he hesitates not to ascribe
to the dfect of a fearful judicial obstinacy, such as
the Jevish prophets frequently threaten against
the pewerse nation of Israel. «If we had re-
vealed he Koran in a foreign language, they had
surely sid, Unless the signs thereof be distinctly
explainel, we will not receive the same: Answer,
It is unb those who believe a sure guide and a
remedy ; but unto those who believe not, it is a
thicknessof hearing in their ears, and it is a dark-
ness whih covereth them.”§ ¢« As for the unbe-
lievers, itwill be equal unto them whether thou
admonish them or do not admonish them; they
will not beieve. God hath sealed up their hearts
and their hiaring ; a dimness covereth their sight,
and they siall suffer a grievous punishment.”|
“ There is'of them who hearkeneth unto thee
when thou ﬁadest the Koran ; but we have cast
|

\

* Koran, ch. | t Ch. xvii. $1Ch xi
€ Ch. xli \\ |l Ch. ii.
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veils over their hearts, that they should not under-
stand it, and a deafness in their ears; and though
they should see all kinds of signs, they will not
believe therein; and their infidelity will arrive to
that height, that they will even come unto thee to
dispute with thee.”*  Still his preaching previiled.
He became more and more popular; prosdytes
flocked around him; and, as Gibbon remarks ¢ he
had the satisfaction of beholding the increzse of
his infant congregation of Unitarians, who revered
him as a prophet, and to whom he seasonably dis-
pensed tne spiritual nourishment of the Korin.”t

% Koran, ch. vi t Dec. and Fall, ¢h. |
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CHAPTER VL

T1. Yovagh .roeperated and alarmed by Mohammed's growmng swo
evd .ammenys persecution—Some o ff his followers seek safety im
Sagtt - Now ~emerts —The Koreish a League against him—
Abu Tuleb and Cudijah die—He makes a temporary Retreat from
Mewce—Retrns vl preaches with increased zeal—Some of tha
Pilgrims from Medina converted.

__TuE _zeal of the prophet in_proclaiming his doc-

trmes, together with the visible increase of his
tollowers, at’ Tenath alarmed the fears of the head
men of the” trlbe'of Korelsh, and had it not been
_for the pOWerful- protection_of his uncle, Moham~
med” vould doubtless_at_ tlus time have fallen”a
_victimto the malice of hlS oppanents “The chief
men of the tribe warn y solicited Abu Taleb ta
abandor HKis~ nephe W, remonstmtmg against the
perilous innovations he was maklng in the religion
.of their %nhers, and threa‘ ning | him with an open
rupture n case he did, not prevall upon him te
desist. Their entreaties ‘had so much weight with
Abu Talel, that he earnestly dissuaded his rela-
tive from jrosecuting his attempted reformation
any farther, representimr to him in strong terms
the danger le would incur both for himself and his
friends by pqSlstmg in his present course. But
the ardent apstle, far from being intimidated by
the prospect d opposition, frankly assured his
uncle, * That 'f they should set the sun against
him on his nght hand and the moon on his left./

D:e iVE
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vet he would not relinquish his enterprise.” Abu
Taleb, seeing him thus determined, used no far-
ther arguments to divert him, but promised to
stand by him against all his enemies; a promise
which he faithfully kept till he died, though there
's no clear evidence that he ever became a con-
vert to the new rehgion.

The Koreish, finding that they could prevail
neither by fair words nor by menaces, had re-
course to violence. They began to_persecute his
followers ; and to such a_length did they p-roceed
in_their injurious_treatment, that it was no longer
safe_for them to continue at Mecca. Mohammed
therefore gave leave to such of them as tad not
friends to protect them, to seek refuge elsewhere.
Accordingly sixteen -of--them,.among whem was
Mohammed’s daughter and her husband, fled into
Ethiopia. 'These were afterward followed by
“several others, who withdrew in suceessive com-
panies, till their number amounted to eizhty-three
men, and eighteen women, with their children.
These refugees were kindly entertaised by the
king of Ethiopia, who peremptorily refused to
deliver them to the emissaries of the Loreish sent
to demand them. To these volunta'y cxiles the
prophet perhaps alludes in the folloving passage :
« As for those who have fled fromr their country
for the sake of God, after they ha< been unjustly
persecuted, we will surely provide them an excel-
lent habitation in this world, but he reward of the
next life shall be greater, if thes knew it.” *

* Koran, ch. xvl.
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In the sixth year of his mission, Lie had the
pleasure of seeing his party strengthened by the
conversion of his uncle Hamza, a man of distin-
guished valour, and of Omar, a person of equal
note in Mecca, who had formerly made himself
conspicuous by his virulent opposition to the pro-
phet and his claims. This new accession to the
rising sect exasperated the Koreish afresh, and in-
cited them to measures of still more active perse-
cution against the proselytes. But as persecution
usually advances the cause which it labours to
destroy, so in the present case Islamism made
more rapid progress than ever, till the Koreish,
~maddened with malice, entered mtola solemn league
or.covenant against the Hashem1 tes, and especlally
the.fa,uuly of the Motalleb, many of whom “upheld
the. impostor, engagmg to contract no . mamages
with them, nor to hold any f farther _connexion or
_commerce of any lund and, to give it ‘the greater
sancjlon, the compact ‘was reduced to wmmg ‘and
laid up in the Caaba.” Upon this the tribe became
divided into two factions ; the family of llashem,
except one of Mohammed’s uncles, putting them-
selves under Abu Taleb as their head, and the
other party ranging themselves under the standard
of Abu Sophyan. This league, however, was of
no avail during the lifetime of Abu Taleb. The
power of the uncle, who presided in the govern-
ment of Mecca, defended the nephew against
the designs of his enemies. At length, about the
close of the seventh year of the mission, Abu
Taleb died ; and, a few days after his death, Mo-
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hammed was left a widower, bv the decease ot
Cadijah, whose memory has been canonized by
the saymng of the prophet; ¢ That among men
there had been many perfect, but of women, four
only had attained to perfection, viz. Cadijah, his
wife ; Fatima, his daughter ; Asia, the wife of Pha-
raoh ; and Mary (Minam), the daughter of Imrau
and sister of Moses ™  As to Abu Taleb, though
the prophet ever cherished a most grateful sense
of the kindness of his early benefactor yet if the
following passage from the Koran ha: reference,
as some of the commentators say, to his uncle, it
shows that the dictates of nature in the nephew’s
breast were thoroughly brought into subjection to
the stern precepts of his religion. It is not
allowed unto the prophet. nor those who are true
believers, that taey pray for idolaters, although
they be of kin, after it is become known unto them
that they are inhabitants of hell.” * This passage,
it is said by some, was revealed on account of Abu
Taleb, who, upon his d~ath-bed, being pressed
by his nephew to speak a word which might enable
him to plead his cause before God, that is, to pro-
fess Islam, absolutely refused. Mohammed, how-
ever, told him that Le would not cease to pray for
“im till he should be forbidden by God; such a
prohibition, he affirmed, was given him in the
words here cited. Others suppose the occasion to
have been the prophet’s visiting his mother Amina’s
scpulchre, who also was an infidel, soon after the
capture of Mecca. Here, while standing at the

" Koran, ch. iv
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wmb of his parent, he is reported to have burst
into tears and said, “ I asked leave of God to
visit my mother’s tomb, and he granted it me; but
when [ asked leave to pray for her, it wes denied
me.” 'This twofold affliction of the prophet, in
the loss of his uncle #nd his wife on e same
year, induced him ever after to call this « The
Year of Mourning.”

The unprotected apostle was now left com-
pletely exposed to the attacks of his enem’es, and
they failed not to improve their advantage. ,Tl}gx\
redoubled their efforts to crush the pestilent heresy,
“with its author, and abettors, and some of his fol-
lowers and friends, seeing the symptoms of a )
fiercer storm of persecution gathering, forsook the /
standard of their leader. In this extremity Mo-/ | -
hammed perceived, that his only chance of safety ~1/
was in a temporary retreat from the scene of con‘:Q/
flict. .He.agccordingly withdrew to Tayef, a village:
situated sixty miles to the East 6f Mecca, where
he had an uncle named Abbas, whose hospitality
afforded him a seasonable shelter. Here, how-
ever, his stay was short, and his prophetic labours
unavailing. He returned to Mecca, and boldly
taking his stand i the_precincts of the Caaba,
among the crowds of pilgrims who resorted an-
nually to this ancient shrine, he preached the
gospel of Islam to the multitudinous assemblies.
New proselytes again rewarded his labours ; and,
among the accessions now made to his party from
these pilgrim hordes, were six of the inhabitants
of Medina, then called Yatreb, who, on their return
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home began at once to relate to their fellow-citiz2ns
the story of their conversion, and to extol, in no
measured terms, their new religion and its apostlec.
This circumstance gave eclat to Mohammed in
the city of Medina, and paved the way to a train
of events which tended more than any thing else
to promote his final success in Arabia. In the
mean time, in order to strengthen his interest in
Mecca, he married Ayesha, the daughter of Abu-
beker, and shortly after Sawda, the daughter of
Zama. By thus becoming the son-in-law of two
of the principal men of his party he secured their
patronage to his person and his cause.
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CHAPTER VIL

The Prophet pretends to have had a night-journey through the Seven
Heavens— Description of the memorable Night by an Arabic writer—
Account of the Journey—His probable Motives in feigning such an
extravagant fiction.

It was in the twelfih year of the pretended mis-
sion that Mohammed was favoured, according to
his own account, with his celebrated night-journey
from Mecca to Jerusalem, and from thence to the
seventh heaven, under the conduct of the angel
Gabriel. In allusion to this the seventeenth chap-
ter of the Koran commences thus:—¢ Praise be
unto him who transported his servant by night
from the sacred temple of Mecca to the farther
temple of Jerusalem, the circuit of which we
have blessed, that we might show some of our
signs; for God is he who heareth and seeth.”
This idle and extravagant tale, which is not related
in the Koran, but handed down by tradition, was
probably devised by the impostor in order to
raise his reputation as a saint, and to put himself
more nearly upon a level with Moses, with. whom
God conversed, face to face, in the holy mount.
The story, however, is devoutly believed by the
Mussulmans, and one of their writers has given
the following highly-wrought description of the
memorable night in which it occurred. ¢« In the
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darkest, most obscure, and most silent night that
the sun ever caused by his absence, since that
glorious planet of light was created or had its being;
a night in which there was no crowing of cocks to
be heard throughout the whole universe, no bark-
ings of dogs, no howlings, roarings, or yellings of
wild beasts, nor watchings of nocturnal birds;
nay, and not only the feathered and four-footed
creatures suspended their customary vociferations
and motions, but likewise the waters 