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INTRODUCTION

FAiTH AND FREE THOUGHT.

THE history of Faith and Free Thought exhibits the alter-
nate action of two opposite movements, like the forward and
backward swing of a pendulum, or the advance and retreat
of the tides. So uniform are the recurrences of the move-
ment as to evince the reign of law. The triumph of
Christianity over Paganism was followed by the rise of
Free Thought in the Middle Ages, and the return to the
primitive faith which characterized the Reformation was
succeeded by the reactionary wave of infidelity which rolled
over Europe in the 17th and 18th centuries, Indirectly
occasioned by this anti-Christian movement the evidential
works of Pascal, Grotius, Abbé Migné¢, Butler, Lardner, and
Paley indicated the rise of a counter current commencing
to stream in the opposite direction. The great revival of
spiritual life in the 18th century, which affected the English-

xiil



X1V INTRODUCTION.

speaking population on both sides of the Atlantic, resulting
from the powerful proclamation of the primitive gospel
message, marked a later movement of the same current,
and the missionary enterprises to which that revival has
given birth have influenced all the countries of the world.
Now in the 19th century we are witnessing a movement of
an opposite character. One of the most prominent features
of the present century has been the progress of Science,
and the premature attempt to systematize newly-gained
scientific knowledge has occasioned a wide-spread attack on
the foundations of the Christian faith. On the Continent, in
England and America, large numbers of educated persons
have been led as a result to reject the teachings of Revela-
tion as inconsistent with the facts and laws of Nature, and to
abandon religion for Naturalism. The change going forward
in the world of thought is not merely speculative but prac-
tical, and is becoming political. Separating itself from the
past, the present age is taking a new departure, with no
definite head-lights in view. “ The blind unconscious forces
of Nature working without end or aim,” are regarded by
not a few leading minds as “the effective natural causes”
of the order of the Universe. All forms of life, physical,
mental, moral, and spiritual, are represented as having
arisen by a process of purely natural development. By an
extreme section of Evolutionists mind is held to be the
outcome of matter, and the moral world to-be simply the
product of the physical. The advocates of the new view
are filled with confidence as to the issue. “What the
greatest thinkers think to-day,”
thinkers will think to-morrow, and the great army of non-
thinkers will assume to be self-evident on the day after.”
Already, however, internal conflicts have begun to agitate
and trouble the sceptical camp. Pantheists, Agnostics,

they tell us, “the mass of

Atheists, and Positivists, “unceasingly refute each other”;
new theories of evolution are stoutly opposed by theories
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of still newer date; the boasted zerra firma of so-called
science quakes and crumbles beneath ambitious structures
too hastily built upon it; while Pessimism, the legitimate
offspring of modern Materialism, projects its dark shadow
over the field of thought, and proclaims as the outcome
of knowledge the gospel of despair. The practical results
of current scepticism are far from satisfactory. With the
progress of Rationalism there is a growth of Radicalism
and Nihilism, and the destruction of religious faith threatens
to involve, on a more or less extended scale, the destruction
of civil order and common morality.

The reaction which might be expected against the anti-
religious and anti-rational doctrines promulgated in the
name of Modern Science is, however, beginning to appear.
Though imperfectly developed, certain leading features can
be plainly traced in this counter current, which we now
proceed to indicate. A brief study of the movement will
form a suitable introduction to the present work.

I. THE REACTION IN SCIENCE.

1. There is aristng in the present day a reaction against the
theory of Naturalisin.

A striking illustration of this fact is seen in the reception
which has been accorded to Mr. Balfour’s recent work on
“ The Foundations of Belief,” in which the creed of Natural-
ism is arraigned, exposed, and condemned at the bar of
reason. The theory that “dwarfs” and drags in the dust
our estimate of the importance of man, that makes “his very
existence an accident,” his story only a passing episode “in
the life of one of the meanest of the planets,” that, from
some unknown origin, after infinite travail evolves through
strife, “famine, disease, and ‘mutual slaughter,” a race “ with
conscience enough to feel that it is vile, and intelligence
enough to know that it is insignificant”; and then consigns
that race with all its labours, genius, devotion, sufferings,
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and aspirations to the pit of everlasting oblivion, to be as
though it had never been—such a theory does violence to
the deepest instincts of reason, and destroys the foundations
of morality. “All that gives dignity to life, all that gives
value to effort, shrinks and fades under the pitiless glare of
a creed like this.”!

2. There is appearing in the present day an tncreasing sense
of the tmmense difficulty of the problem of the Origin of the
LPhlysical, Mental, and Moral world, and of the insufficiency of
the various theories of Evolution which have been put jortlr as
solutions.

The knowledge of man’s necessary ignorance of truths
lying beyond certain comparatively narrow limits, or the
knowledge of the /Zimitation of his mental powers which has
already, to so large an extent, permeated the world of
Philosophy, is beginning to penetrate the world of Science.
The maxims of Philosophy that “we know nothing in its
cause,” “that all human knowledge is but qualified ignorance,”
and that ignorance is alike the starting-point of knowledge
and its goal, are obtaining unexpected recognition and
acceptance in the schools of Science. The effort to explain
the method of Creation is producing a deepening sense
of its mystery. The various solutions promulgated by
‘“the day labourers” of Science are felt to be insufficient.
Evolution unquestionably exists in Nature, and links the
present with the past; but /Jow far it prevails, and /wow
the innumerable species of plants and animals, and all the
marvels of organized existence were evolved, if evolved at
all, still remain unexplained. Professor Huxley confessed
at a recent meeting of the British Association that neither
Darwinism, Spencerism, Haeckelism, nor Weismannism,
can be regarded as representing or expressing the real
method of Evolution. The key to the evolutionary process

! “Foundations of Belief,” pp. 30, 77.
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has not yet been found. In Herbert Spencer’s view the
theory of ‘“Natural selection” is a “contribution,” and
nothing more, to a solution of “a subject of enormous com-
plexity and extent.”

Thus as we advance the mystery deepens. We increase
our powers, but no telescope can show the origin of things,
no microscope can reach it. History confesses it to be
beyond her horizon. Such facts reveal Science to herself.
Science is but a branch of human knowledge, and all human
knowledge is usular, or is to the reality of things as an
island to the sea. The figure only faintly images the truth,
for as man compares w/hat is to be known with his faculties of
knowing, he finds that the disproportion which exists between
them is that between the finite and the infinite.

3. There arve sigus of a revived acknowledgmment of the ex-
istence of desigi in Nature,

In an article contributed to the Nwneteentl Century, upon
the *“ Factors in Organic Evolution,” Herbert Spencer con-
demns the “ popular” theory of Evolution through “spon-
taneous ” changes “ fortuitously arising” as wholly inadequate,
and shows that the development of organic forms “ must
necessarily depend on an immense number and variety of
adjusted changes in many different organs, all co-operating
with each other, and all nicely adjusted to the improved
functional actions in which they must all partake.”” He
reduces the practical impossibility of such changes occurring
as the result of accident to a numerical computation, and
tells his opponents that the chances against any adequate re-
adjustments fortuitously arising “must be infinily to one”?
On the other hand, as quoted recently with general approval
by the President of the British Association,? Lord Kelvin,
whose high position in the scientific world none will question,

1 «A Great Confession.,” Review of Herbert Spencer’s article by the

Duke of Argyll, Nineteenth Century, Jan., 1338,
? Marquis of Salisbury, 1894,
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expresses his recognition of design in Nature in the following
memorable terms: “I have always felt that the hypothesis
of Natural Selection does not contain the true theory ot
Evolution, if Evolution there has been in biology. 1 feel
profoundly convinced that the argument of design has been
greatly too much lost sight of in recent biological speculations.
Owerpoweringly strong proofs of intelligent and benevolent
design lie around us, and if ever perplexities, whether meta-
physical or scientific, turn us away from them for a time,
they come back wupon us with irresistible force, showing to us
through Nature the influence of a free will, and teaching us
that all living things depend on one everlasting Creator and
Ruler.”

4. There is a frank confession that the theory of “ Natural
Selection,” which has been supposed to explain the whole process
of Lwvolution, affords no basts for morality.

In 1892 Professor Huxley published in the November
number of the Fortiightly Review “ An Apologetic Irenicon,”
in which he admitted that “the notion that the doctrine of
Evolution can furnish a foundation for morals” seemed to
him “an illusion.” In the Romanes’ lecture the following
year he laboured to show that “the ethical progress of
society depends, not on imitating the cosmic process, still
less in running away from it, but in combating it.” Goodness
or virtue, so far from being characterized by “ruthless self-
assertion, demands self-restraint.” “It repudiates the gladia-
torial theory of existence.” How to build morality upon
Evolution scientists have not yet discoyerfewd_.m ¢ o

5. There is a growing perception of the important truth that
Religion, and especially the Christian Religion, las been an
essential jfactor in the progress of civilization.

Published the year after Professor Huxley’s Romanes’
Lecture, Mr. Benjamin Kidd’s work on ““ Social Evolution,”
of which about 50,000 copies have been sold since the spring
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of 1894, traces the part which Religion has played in the
development of society, showing that “the Christian ethical
system is an essential factor in all the social progress of
western civilization, and were that factor to be withdrawn
decadence would, from that moment, inevitably set in.” He
maintains that ‘“the interests of the individual and those of
the social organism to which he belongs are not identical,”
but ‘“actually antagonistic,” and that social morality rests
on “ultra-rational sanctions ” ; in other words, that its founda-
tion is “super-rational ” or religious. “ The essential element
in all religious beliefs must apparently be the #/#ra-rational
sanction which they provide for social conduct.”? This
view is combated in Professor Drummond’s still more recent
book on “The Ascent of Man.” While admitting that “as
a vindication of the dynamic power of the religious factor in
the evolution of mankind, nothing could be more convincing ”
than Mr. Kidd’s argument, Professor Drummond opposes his
attempt to put Social IEvolution on an ultra-rational basis.
In his reply to Professor Drummond Mr. Kidd states that
he “did not put it there, /e merely found it therve, where, as it
appears to him, every close student of our social systems, our
history, and even our systems of jurisprudence will ultimately
find it, if only he be able to start with a mind free from pre-
possession, and to keep it free from confusion.”?

6. There is a confession avising in the sphere of educated
thought that the frame of mind characteristic of Sceptical
Science has been marred by narrowness and dogmatism, and
productive of dissatisfaction and barrenness, through its neglect
of the light addressed to the iigher moral and spiritual faculties.

Perhaps there is nothing more suggestive or sad in the
annals of modern science, as illustrating the effect of
Materialistic doctrine, and of the habit of mental absorption
in purely physical questions, than the gradual decay and

1 ¥ Social Evolution,” p. 101. * The Expositor, July, 1894.
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loss of the higher tastes and of the religious faculty in the
naturalist Darwin as described by himself in his autobio-
graphy. “ Disbelief,” says Darwin, “crept over me at a very
slow rate, but was at last complete.” ‘It may be truly said
that I am like a man who has become colour-blind.”
Though once capable of “wonder, admiration, and devotion”
in the presence of the works of God, now not even the grandest
scenes could “cause any such convictions and feelings to rise
in my mind.” Ceasing to believe in a future existence, he
abandoned faith in retigion. “ For myself,” he says, “I do
not believe that there ever has been any Revelation.”*

How striking a contrast with Darwin’s experience is that
of his friend, Mr. George Romanes, in whom the revival of
the religious sentiment and re-awaking of the spiritual
faculty took place, many years after his faith in Revelation
had been destroyed by an unqualified acceptance of the
hypothesis of Evolution. Romanes was a naturalist of a
high order, as his works on “ Animal Intelligence,” “ Mental
Evolution in Animals,” and ‘“Mental Evolution in Man,”
demonstrate, The esteem in which he was held by Darwin
is evinced by the fact that that great naturalist gave Romanes
all his M'SS. relating to psychological subjects with the request
that he would publish any parts he chose in his works on
Mental Evolution.? Perverted from religious faith by the
influence of Materialistic science, in his early life Romanes
published anonymously a work entitled “ A Candid Exam-
ination of Theism,” and in his riper years wrote a sequel to
it, which he called “ A Candid Examination of Religion.”
While the former work was decidedly anti-religious, the
latter was not only religious but Christian. Thus the
pendulum which had passed the point of rest returned in its
necessary search for it. The law of moral gravitation cannot
be mocked or ignored. There is a gravitation of the human

! “Life and Letters of Charles Darwin,” vol. L, pp. 307, 311.
# « Mental Evolution in Animals,” preface, p. 1,
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soul Godward, which must in the end prevail over Material-
istic speculation. Well said Augustine: “Fecisti nos ad Te,
Domine ; et inquietum est cor nostrum donec requiescat in
Te.”

The bearing of Romanes’ last work on the reactionary movement in
the world of scientific thought is of such importance as to justify a some-
what extended notice of its frank confessions, and of the conclusions to
which it points. Romanes commences his “ candid examination of Re-
ligion” by acknowledging the tendency in scientific men to dogmatism.
“ Scientific men as a class,” he tells us, “are quite as dogmatic as the
straightest sect of theologians. . . . Never was any one more arro-
gant in his claims for pure reason than I was—more arrogant in spirit
though not in letter, this being due to contact with science.” Humbled
by juster views of the office of reason, and the limitations of its range, he
describes the object of his last treatise to be “ not to impart any philoso-
phical system, or even positive knowledge, but a frame of mind,” free
from “undue confidence in merely syllogistic conclusions ” in “regions of
high abstraction.” Romanes then deplores the “oversight ” of which he
had been guilty in not being * sufficiently careful in examining #%e foun-
dations of his criticism, i.e. the validity of its premises.” He had recog-
nised that the question of Theism from the side of Reason ‘““turned on
the question as to the nature of natural causation,” but he had * erred in
not considering whether higher causes are not necessary to account for
spiritual jfacts, i.e. whether the Ultimate Being must not be at least as
high as the intellectual and spiritual nature of man, 7.e. higher than any-
thing merely physical or mechanical”” He honestly confesses with
Pascal that “man withowt God” is mniserable. ‘‘ Some men,” he says,
‘“ are not conscious of the cause of this misery ; this, however, does not
prevent the fact of their being miserable. For the most part they con-
ceal the fact as well as possible from themselves, by occupying their
minds with society, sport, frivolity of all kinds, or, if intellectually dis-
posed, with science, art, literature, business, etc. This, however, is but
to fill the starving belly with husks. 7 Znow from experience the intel-
lectual distractions of scientific research, philosophical speculation, and
artistic pleasures ; but am also well aware that even when all are taken
together and well sweetened to taste, in respect of consequent reputation,
means, social position, etc., #ie whole concoction is but as high confection-
ery to a starving man. He may cheat himself for a time—especially if
he be a strong man—into the belief that he is nourishing himself by deny-
ing his natural appetite ; but Ze soon finds that he was made for some
altogether different kind of food, even though of much less tastefulness as
far as the palate is concerned.” There is “a vacuum in the soul of man
which nothing can fill save faith in God.” In relation to the question of
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the evidence of the truth of Christianity Romanes quotes John Hunter’s
characteristic saying, “ Do not think : try,” and counsels his readers to
“try the only experiment available—the experiment of faith. Do the
doctrine, and if Christianity be true the verification will come, not indeed
mediately through any course of speculative reason, but Zmmediately
by spiritual intuition.” “ Christian belief is much more due to doing
than to thinking, as prognosticated in the New Testament. “If any man
will o His will, he shall [zow of the doctrine, whether it be of God”
(John vii. 17). As his deep personal conviction he declares that * only
to a man wholly destitute of spiritual perception can it be that Christi-
anity should fail to appear the greatest exhibition of the beautiful, the
sublime, and of all else that appeals to our spiritual nature which has ever

been known upon our earth.”
“It will surprise no one to learn,” says the Editor of Romanes’

“ Thoughts on Religion,” that “the writer of these ‘ Thoughts’ returned
before his death to that full, deliberate communion with the Church of
Jesus Christ which he had for so many years been conscientiously com-
pelled to forego.”

The reactionary movement which took place in the mind
of the naturalist Romanes obeyed a law revealed in history,
and reflected in Nature. As in the material world the per-
turbations which arise are balanced by opposing movements
tending to secure the stability and harmony of physical
nature, so in the mental and moral sphere. In both worlds
the perturbations which occur work within fixed limits. The
recognition of opposing tendencies in the human heart pro-
ducing motion towards God, or away from God, is essential
in order to the comprehension of history. As the one or the
other prevails there is belief or scepticism. Both tendencies
are deep, powerful, and active, and the history of mankind
displays their alternate supremacy.

2. THE REACTION IN CRITICISM.

The breach between modern culture and Christianity
which has been created in the name of Science has been
widened by Criticism. Inquiries have been conducted into
the age, authorship, and history of the books of the Old and
New Testament by critical students whose tendency towards
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Rationalism has been of the most marked description. As
rationalistic science has attempted to explain the origin of
the system of Nature, so rationalistic criticism has sought to
account for the origin of the volume of Revelation. Each
has devoted attention to the question of origin, and each has
undertaken a task plainly beyond its powers. The result has
been in each case the development of conflicting theories and
antagonistic schools of thought. Meanwhile a reactionary
movement in Biblical criticism, analogous to the movement
we have pointed out in science, is operating in favour of the
traditional view, as confirmed by fresh discoveries in the
fields of linguistic, historical, and archaological investiga-

tion.

1. The investigations which lhave succeeded the attacks of
criticisin have produced “a growing sense” that in accepting
the New Testament narvative, the Christian Church stands “ on
firm historical ground.”?

The gospels have been the central battlefield of the con-
flict. Here two celebrated Swabian critics, Strauss and
Baur, led the attack. Strauss, denying the possibility of
miracles, maintained that the gospel history was “a mere
chain of myths,” while Baur represented it as “the natural
product and combination of innumerable pre-Christian forms
of thought, belief, and expectation.” The two theories, so
far from harmonizing, are mutually destructive. Rejecting
both these theories, Renan, whose “ Vie de Jésus” has been
translated into all the languages of Iurope, affirms the
historic reality of the things described in the gospel narra-
tives, praises the originality and moral superiority of Christ
in the highest terms, and sees in His advent the chief event
in the world’s history. ¢ Christ was the Author,” says Renan,
“of the finest moral precepts the world has ever received ” ;
in Him “God truly dwelt on earth”; He revolutionized the

1 ¢ Christ in Modern Theology.” Fairbairn, p. 286.
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world, and ‘ proclaimed the principles upon which Society
has reposed for eighteen hundred years,” and yet He enter-
tained the most vain and extravagant conceptions of His
mission, and misled His disciples and the ignorant populace
by pretending to work miracles in order to demonstrate His
prophetic vocation. “In Him was concentrated all that is
good and elevated in our nature”; He will “never be sur-
passed ”; and yet 'His conduct was marred by feebleness,
harshness, falsehood, and capriciousness. The Christ whose
character was thus, according to Renan, a flagrant contradic-
tion, and His life a lie, is nevertheless glorified as “the
corner-stone of humanity.” To “tear His name from the
world would be to shake it to its foundations.” ‘Rest in
Thy glory,” says Renan, addressing the caricature upon the
canvas; “Thy work is completed, Thy divinity is estab-
lished.” “Between Thee and God man will no longer
distinguish.”

Strauss, Baur, Renan—which are we to believe ? The first
and second are confuted by history, the last by reason and
common sense. It is harder to believe in the Christ of
Rationalism than in the Christ of the Gospels. Self-contra-
diction is graven upon the theories of unbelief. But there
is a brighter side to the subject. The oppositions of scepti-
cism to the gospel narrative have not been without valuable
results. From the conflict they have provoked a new litera-
ture has sprung into existence whose object is “to conceive
and represent Christ just as He appeared in history.”
Neander, Gess, Steinmeyer, Luthardt, Volkmar, Grimm,
Lasserre, Pressensé, Geikie, Farrar, and Edersheim have
done much to enable us to understand the world which
surrounded Christ, and to appreciate His character, history,
teaching and work. Their investigations have greatly in-
creased the evidence of the truth of the Gospels, and have
obtained for the subject they have elucidated a central
position in modern theology.
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2. The warfare waged over the Christian documents in
modern times has vesulted, according to the confesstons of scepti-
cism, in the demonstration that at least four of Paul's epistles
(Romans, 15t and 2nd Corinthians, and Galatians) belong to the
century and period to which they are assigned by tradition.

Even Baur, who held that all the other books of the New
Testament (except the Apocalypse) are spurious productions
of a century later, was obliged to admit that these four
epistles of Paul are genuine letters of the first century. “It
is not much to be grateful for that he grants the genuineness
of these, for they carry on their face such marks of strong
personal feeling, and are so manifestly not the work of a
forger, but the outpouring of a heart stirred to its depths by
the incidents of a real life, that whoever would deny their
genuineness would pronbunce on himself the sentence of
incapacity to distinguish true from false.”! But these four
epistles of Paul contain plain and frequent references to the
leading facts of gospel history, to the then recent advent,
humiliation and poverty of Christ; to His personal character,
His ministry to the Jews, His betrayal, His death by cruci-
fixion, burial, and resurrection on the third day ; His appear-
ances after His resurrection to Peter, to the twelve, to five
hundred brethren at once (of whom the greater part were
then living), to James, to all the apostles, and to Paul him-
self ; the mission and ministry of Peter ; the ordinances of
baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the coming of the Spirit, His
supernatural gifts, the Christian miracles, the founding,
sufferings, and growth of the Church, etc. It cannot be
questioned that from these first-century letters of an ad-
mitted eye-witness of much that he records a fifi/ gospel
might be compiled, containing substantially the same narrative
as that set forth by the four evangelists, and thus confirming
in the strongest way their testimony.?

1 «Historical Introduction to New Testament.” G. Salmon, D.D., p. 20.
2 I may add here that in my view one of the most interesting and im-

C. C ¢
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3. There ts evidence in relation to the Old Testantent scrip-
tures that “the end of the nineteenth century is witnessing an
ebb of the wave of listorical criticisin which began to flow niore
than a century ago.” !

Springing from the soil of German Rationalism and French
infidelity the so-called “higher criticism” had ¢ spared
nothing sacred or otherwise, and in its progress had trans-
formed the history of the past into a nebulous mist.” Astruc
and De Wette hazarded conjectures as to the structure of the
Pentateuch ; Ewald, Vatke, Graf, Kuenen and other critics
carried the disintegrating process still further, applying the
boldest hypotheses to the destruction of the sacred text;
while Wellhausen, advancing beyond the mutilation of docu-
ments, the displacement of names, events, and dates, strove
to convert history to legend, and to reduce the riches of Old
Testament Revelation to a medley of disordered facts,
fictions, and immoralities. According to the wild theories
of this lawless and arrogant critic, the Jehovah of the Old
Testament was a mere tribal deity ; his servant Moses never
prohibited the worship of images, while he sanctioned the
worship of the brazen serpent, priests and prophets forged

portant evidences of the early first-century date of the four Gospels is the
prominent use in them of the word ““ £ingdom:” (Basikela) in contrast with
“church” (ékkAnaia), None can question that those to whom our Lord’s
discourses were addressed were Jews expecting the kingdom foretold in
the prophets ; hence the kingdom form: of the teachings in the Gospels, in
contrast with the later churc/ _form of the teachingsin the Epistles. While
the word “kingdom ” occurs constantly in the Gospels, and seldom in the
Epistles, the word  church” occurs continually in the Epistles, and only
in two instances in the Gospels (Matt. xvi. 18 ; xviii. 17). The idea of
the “kingdom?” was certainly azferior to that of the * church,” and #%e
prominence of the jformer, and almost total absence of the latler, in the
Gospels, confirms in a very remarkable way their genuineness and early
origin. The &ingdon: form of the teachings of the Gospels proves that
they belong to an earlier period than Pauline epistles, admitted by the
most sceptical critics to have been written before the destruction of
Jerusalem.
! Professor Sayce in ‘ Lex Mosaica,” p. 1.
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the books of the Law, etc. On searching for the proofs of
Wellhausen’s theory we find they are not forthcoming. ‘It
is all theory based on theory, supported by theory, and
resulting in theory.” *“The narrative exists simply for the
construction of the theory; the theory is not materially
suggested by the narrative, nor is it in any way dependent
upon it, because as soon as any incident or statement is
found inconveniently rigid for the requirements of the theory
it is ruled out of court as unhistorical or spurious.”!

The “higher criticism” thus developed in Germany has
now been transplanted to England and America, where,
however, it appears in less startling and repulsive forms, and
animated by a more reverent spirit. Thus Canon Driver’s
“Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament,” while
arbitrarily cutting up the text of scripture into innumerable
shreds and fragments, and assigning their sources with a
dogmatic confidence which ill becomes one who has nothing
to guide his judgment but the documents which he mutilates,
acknowledges some sort of inspiration, and affirms that in
revealing Himself to Israel God prepared the way for the
manifestation of Himself in Jesus Christ. Still, so complex
does the problem of textual criticism become in the hands of
this critic as to make it practically impossible to teach the
Bible to any man of ordinary intelligence. “ How can per-
sons, lay or clerical, who are neither scholars nor critics, be
indoctrinated into a complicated system which involves a
/,an E,a D', a D% a P (and possibly a P? and /°), an /1,
and a final redactor or redactors?”? And were they able
to understand it, what confidence could they repose in a
professed revelation so marred by internal contradictions,
misplacements, errors, and anachronisms? But the reaction-
ary movement which might be expected in Old Testament
criticism has already set in. In a recent volume of essays

I “The Law in the Prophets.” Stanley Leathes, D.D., p. 2.
® Church Quarterly Review, vol. xxxiil. p. 370.
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by leading scholars, entitled “ Lex Mosaica,” Professor Sayce
maintains that the ebb in the wave of destructive criticism
had already commenced “before its tendencies and results
had made themselves felt beyond a limited circle of scholars,
and before its spirit and principles had influenced popular
thought.” In this masterly volume the contents of the Old
Testament are examined in detail, the history is shown to be
trustworthy, the law of Moses to be “ presupposed throughout
the history,” and “ the influence of the books of Moses implied
in the books of the prophets”; and on the other hand it is
demonstrated “that the view put forth by the new school of
criticism is inconsistent alike with the language of the pro-
phets, and with the facts of history.” !

What is substantially the same argument is admirably
presented in much briefer form in Professor Stanley Leathes’
work entitled “The Law in the Prophets,” in which all the
writings of the prophets are gone through seriatim, and the
thorough acquaintance of the prophets with the books of the
law proved beyond possibility of denial.

4. The lustorical truth of the Bible is strongly and in-
creasingly confirmed by nodern archeological discoveries.

While the anti-scriptural assumptions and fine-spun con-
jectures of the “higher criticism” are slowly vanishing like
smoke before the rising breath of a criticism of still newer
and loftier origin, archaological discoveries are confirming the
sacred records with constantly growing fulness and startling
emphasis. The witness of archeology to the civilization and
literary activity of the Mosaic age, and to the trustworthiness
of Mosaic statements in relation to Egyptian laws, religion,
history and topography, is clear and conclusive. The multi-
plied and detailed references in the writings of the prophets
to Babylon, Assyria, Persia and Palestine have been sealed
by a long series of discoveries illustrating the history, lan-

1 “Lex Mosaica,” p. 612,
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guages, manners and customs of these lands. The labours of
Rawlinson, Botta, Layard, Hincs, Oppert, Menant, Norris,
IL.enormant, Sayce, Schrader, Smith, Conder and others, have
brought to light countless treasures of antiquity, reflecting the
truthfulness of the inspired record. Thousands of inscriptions
have been deciphered, dead languages have been recovered ;
monuments exhumed ; temples, tombs, palaces, and cities
rescued from the dust of oblivion. We can walk to-day in
the sculptured halls of Egypt and Assyria, and listen to the
voices of monarchs, and peoples, whose living presence long
since passed away. Not one word do these voices utter in
opposition to the testimony of that sacred Boolk, whose
venerable pages have come down to us from an equal an-
tiquity : no, but with one consent they confirm the writings
of Moses and the prophets, and contradict the positions
of sceptical criticism. It is our confident hope that “as
in early Greek history the discoveries of Schliemann and
others have obliged us to reconsider the negative judgments
of twenty years ago, and to admit the truth underlying ‘ the
old traditions, so archaological discovery will before long
enable us to reconstruct that history of Israel of which
modern criticism would fain deprive us.” !

5. A new and fmportant branch of evidence is set forth i
the present work connecting the Law and the Prophets, con-
Jerming the divinity of the Levitical economy, and denonstrating
that the book of Daniel, which jforms to so large an extent the
Soundation of the New Testament, is an inspired prophecy, and
belongs to the period to whiclh tradition has assigned 1t.

The new witness brought forward by this work is As¢ronoinzy.
According to the testimony of this unimpeachable witness
the movements of worlds have been ordered in harmony
with the revealed chronology of Redemption history.

In order to introduce the witness of astronomy in the most

! Professor Sayce, annual address, Victoria Institute, vol. xxiv. p. 26.
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interesting way at my command I will now invite the reader
to visit the Observatory where I am in the habit of studying
the wonders of the heavens.

A Visit to the Observaiory.

The building, which stands on a hill overlooking the river
Derwent, in the Peak of Derbyshire, is about fifty feet in
length, and has a lower and upper floor. At the western
end of the long lower room (most of which is furnished as a
geological museum) there is a Transit instrument, with sliding
shutters in wall and roof to permit of its use. Near the
Transit instrument, standing against the wall on a stone
support clear of the floor, is an astronomical clock, keeping
time with the stars; while in the upper room, under a
spacious revolving dome (built by Sir Howard Grubb, of
Dublin), is a large equatorial telescope, more than a foot in
diameter, driven by clockwork. Many star maps and smaller
instruments are about, while in the library of Cliff House,
connected with the Observatory, are shelves filled with as-
tronomical works, and manuscript volumes containing notes
and calculations which have been accumulating for a
quarter of a century, on the relation of Natural Chronology
to Revealed.

It was in the yecar 1870 that my attention was first specially
directed to chronological astronomy. I was labouring on
the Continent at the time, and the sudden outbreak of the
Franco-German war, followed by the collapse of the French
Empire, and the fall of the Papal Temporal Power at the
moment when the Vatican Council decreed the dogma of
Papal Infallibility, turned my thoughts to the predictions in
Scripture prophecy with reference to the Papal system, and
their fulfilment in the course of history. At an early point
of my investigations I became acquainted with the fact that
a Swiss astronomer, of the name of De Cheseaux, had dis-
covered in the middle of last century that the prophetic
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periods 1,260 and 2,300 years, and their difference, 1,040
years, are lunar cycles, or cycles harmonizing the lunar month
with the solar year, and consequently that these prophetic
periods are closely adjusted to the Time order of Nature.
The fact interested me exceedingly, and having always felt
a special delight in comparing together the Works and
Word of God, I began to explore the whole question of the
relation which natural chronology bears to revealed, with
the result that I soon made discoveries which filled my mind
with wonder and admiration at the hidden wisdom and power
of God, discoveries casting light on the order of history, the
scale of the prophetic Times, their inter-relation, and adjust-
ment to the revolutions not only of the sun and moon, but of
the entire solar system.

Having been prevented from returning to the Continent
by the Franco-German war, I took up my abode in Bath,
where I began to accumulate books on astronomy, history,
and prophecy, etc, and purchased a modest telescope of
three inches aperture, and in the intervals of a busy life
devoted to gospel labours, I laid the foundation for the
works which I have since published on the fulfilment of
Scripture prophecy. Ior more than seven years I prosecuted
these studies, and then, in 1878, issued my first book on the
subject, a volume of 700 pages, entitled “The Approaching
End of the Age,” now in its twelfth edition. In subsequent
years 1 published “The Divine Programme of the World’s
History,” and “ Light for the Last Days,” in the preparation
of which my beloved wife, my fellow-labourer for many years
in various branches of Christian service, took part. These
two volumes were issued in our united name. Later on I
delivered a course of lectures at Exeter Hall, which were
published under the title “ Romanism and the Reformation
from the Standpoint of Prophecy,” and after a visit to Rome
and a journey through Italy, sent forth a volume entitled
“The City of the Seven Hills.” Of the two last-named books



Xxxii INTRODUCTION.

more than 15,000 copies have been printed, and altogether
between forty and fifty thousand copies of my works on
prophecy are now in circulation. Letters reach me from
India, Australia, South Africa, America, etc.,, witnessing to
the wide dispersion of these writings.

Since 1872 we have been enabled to found and direct three
training colleges to prepare men and women for missionary
labours in the foreign field, and to send out from these col-
leges more than eight hundred missionaries. Two of these
colleges are in London, and one in Derbyshire. In the last-
named locality, amid the quiet of the country, I have pursued
in leisure hours my astronomical studies, and there the
telescope of three inches aperture has been replaced by the
large equatorial instrument under its convenient dome, to-
gether with a small Transit instrument which 1 employ
chiefly for regulating the astronomical clock indispensable
for work with the equatorial. Convinced by the studies
which I have conducted that the Prophetic Times are so
closely adjusted to the revolutions of the sun and moon
that I could derive the one from the other, and believing that
it would clearly demonstrate the astronomical character of
the Prophetic Times in Daniel, to do this, i.e. fo derive the
course of Solar years and Lunar montls, to Jdays, hours, and
minules, for thousands of years either past ov future, jfrom
these prophetic Times, 1 have had the calculations made
which I now publish in the second volume (or appendix)
of this work. These Astronomical Tables contain more
than 100,000 solar and lunar positions, verified by 12,000
eclipses, and the whole of these 100,000 positions have
been correctly calculated by means of the Prophetic Periods
regarded as Astronomical Cycles. These tables have been
submitted to the highest astronomical authorities in the
country, and approved as correct and trustworthy. The
demonstration they afford of the accurate adjustment of the
Prophetic Times in Daniel to the long course of Solar
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and Lunar revolutions stretching over thousands of years
is complete.

The subjoined letter from Dr. Dreyer, F.R.A.S., the astro-
nomer in charge of the Armagh Observatory, and author of
several standard astronomical works, certifies the correctness
and value of the Tables which I have had calculated from the
Prophetic Times in Daniel.

Dr. Dreyer's testimony.

“These tables give the date, hour and minute of every new
moon from the year B.C. 1622 to A.D. 1934, as well as the
Dominical letters and the time of vernal equinox for every
year of this period. Hitherto chronologists who required the
time of any new moon have had to calculate it from Large-
teau’s Tables published in the Connaissance des Temps pour
lan 1846 ; or, if very great accuracy was required, by Op-
polzer’s Syzygien-Tafeln fiiv den Mond (Leipzig, 1381), but
Dr. Guinness’s Tables give the time of new moon by mere
inspection without any calculation whatever. In his intro-
duction the author illustrates the accuracy of his tables by a
comparison with the time of the first solar eclipse of each
century, taken from Oppolzer's Canon der Finsternisse, and
shows that his Tables never differ from these more than two
hours, while the differences frequently amount to only a few
minutes.

“I have myself tested the Tables by means of a number of
eclipses rigorously computed by Stockwell (eclipses observed
in India B.C. 1386, 1301, 1250), by Schjellerup (B.C. 707, 599,
and 547, observed in China), and by Newcomb (Arabian
eclipses from the middle ages), and with the same result.
These Tables are therefove somewhat more accurvate than those
of Largeteau, and of course vastly more convenient, as they do
not entatl any calculation.

“The Tables have been calculated by means of the luni-



XXXIV INTRODUCTION.

solar cycles discovered by the Swiss astronomer, De Che-
seaux, about the middle of last century, but hitherto very
little noticed by scientific men. The cyclical new moons thus
found are given in the tables side by side with the true new
moons obtained from them by equating for solar and lunar
anomaly. Astronomers will be much interested in'the re-
markable accuracy obtained in this way by Dr. Guinness.

“The Tables will be of great practical value to chronolo-
gists and historians, who can find from them the day of the
week, and the age of the moon corresponding to any date.
Particularly to students of Oriental history they will be
invaluable, as the moon is the clock-hand of Eastern nations.
But they will also in many cases be of great use to astro-
nomers as a ready means of finding by a mere glance the
whereabouts of the moon in the sky at any time during the
last three thousand years.

“J. L. E. DREYER.”
“ARMAGH OBSERVATORY,
“8th April, 1895.”

I have letters in a similar strain certifying the value of my
Astronomical Tables from Mr. A. Marth, of Markree Obser-
vatory ; Mr. W. T. Lynn (late of Greenwich Observatory);
Dr. A. M. Downing, Superintendent of the “Nautical Al-
manac,” and others, some of which are printed in the intro-
duction to the second volume of this work. Dr. Downing’s
position gives his testimonial a special value, while Mr.
Marth and Mr. Lynn are known over the world by their
numerous contributions to astronomical literature.

The principal conclusions to which I have been led by
my studies of astronomical chronology are the following :—

(1) Astronomy, which has been regarded by many as
antagonistic to Revelation, is a Witness on its behalf.

(2) The chief link between the Bible and Astronomy is a
chronological one.
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(3) The Levitical Calendar, which has regulated the
religious observances of the Jewish nation for 3,500 years,
is adjusted to Solar and Lunar revolutions.

' (4) The Prophetic Times are adjusted to cycles harmonizing
the revolutions of the sun and moon.

(5) The astronomical errors arising in the Levitical
Calendar are corrected in the Prophetic Times.

(6) Levitical and Prophetic Times are connected by
Analogy, forming a series of weeks, on various scales of
magnitude, adapted to ceremonial and historic ends.

(7) Both Levitical and Prophetic Times are adjusted to
New Testament Redemption history.

(8) Redemption Chronology is adjusted to Vital Periodicity.

(0) Vital Periodicity, Historic Times, and Astronomic
Periods, form one Time System.

(10) The entire Time System, Natural and Revealed,
centres in Christ.

Bearing of these Facts on Science and Criticism.

The Astronomical and Chronological facts set forth in this
volume, and the volume of Tables which forms its appendix
have an important bearing on the relations of Science and
Criticism to the Bible.

The Astronomic Tables in th's book are based on the
Prophetic Times. If these Tables are trustworthy, Science
confirms Scripture. Through these Tables Astronomy tells
us that the movements of worlds have been ordered in
harmony with the Times and Seasons of Redemption
Chronology ; that the adjustment is of the most profound
and comprehensive character ; that it was made by the
Author of Nature before the foundation of the world, and will
endure long after the present age with its oppositions to
Revelation of Science, “falsely so called,” has passed away.
And this demonstration of the astronomic character of the
Prophetic Times carries with it the conclusion that the book
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of Daniel in which these times are revealed is no forgery of
the second century before Christ, but the product of
inspiration ; and consequently that its testimony as to its own
date and origin is true, and absolutely trustworthy ; in other
words, that its prophetic visions date, as the book itself states,
from the days of Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, and Darius, or
from the time of the Babylonish Captivity ; a conclusion
strongly confirmed by the prophecy of the “seventy weeks,”
or 490 years (Dan. ix.), which extend from a decree to restore
Jerusalem, issued later than the time of Daniel’s prayer, to the
coming and cutting off of Messiah, followed by the destruction
of the city and temple of Jerusalem. Such an interval did
extend from the Persian restoration of Jerusalem by
Artaxerxes to the Advent of Christ. This chronological
prophecy compels us to date the revelation to Daniel at least
500 years before Christ, and excludes the Maccabean theory
of the origin of the book of which it forms an integral part.

From the question of the movement in the world of thought
to which the present work belongs, we now turn to the chief
subject of the work itself—the relation of the Natural to the
Revealed, expressed in the title,—

“ CREATION CENTRED IN CHRIST.”

While investigating during the last twenty-five years the
relation of Natural Chronology to Revealed, I have been led
to study the broader question of the relation of Nature to
Revelation. The latter relation includes the former. The
fact that Natural Times, Solar, Lunar, and Planetary are
analogous and adjusted to Revealed Times, is but part of the
wider fact that Nature itself in all its departments is
analogous and adjusted to the order of things set forth in
Revelation, The present work has been written to exhibit this
relation, and to show that the testimony of Nature confirms
the testimony of Scripture that Creation is Centred in Christ,

Parts I, and 1I. treat of Nature and Revelation separately,
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while Part III. traces their mutual relation. First, Nature's
witness to God is briefly set forth; then the need of Revela-
tion is shown, and a summary is given of the proofs of the
existence of Revelation. The connection of the natural and
revealed is then exhibited. Evidence is given that there
exists in Nature a universal law of centralization controlling
the inorganic, the organic, and the moral world ; that such a
law similarly exists in Revelation, linking in unity its various
parts, and reigning in the system of Redemption which it
reveals ; and that the law of centralization not only prevails
in Nature and in Revelation considered separately, but also
in the relation of the one to the other; that the Natural is
centred in the Revealed ; and that as the Natural is centred
in the Revealed, so the Revealed is centred in Christ, and
that thus the whole system of things, both Natural and
Revealed, is centred in Him.

In tracing the connection of Natural and Revealed chron-
ology, the astronomic portion of the present work—its most
original and important feature—adds a new contribution to
the sum of Scripture evidence, and confirms the traditional
view as to the authenticity and inspiration of the Book of
Daniel. The natural measures of time—days, months, and
years—are shown to be “incommensurate periods, whose
fractional differences give rise by accumulation to a series
of cycles constituting a definite, complex, far-reaching course
of time, which, while unsuited as a whole to the uses of the
Civil Calendar, is adjusted in all its parts and order to the
times and seasons of Revealed Redemption Chronology.”
The year-day theory of the interpretation of the prophetic
times is strongly confirmed by the Zadles in the second
volume of the work, based on its application, and with the
year-day theory the historical system of prophetic inter-
pretation,

In the words of Professor Birks of Cambridge, whose
treatise on the year-day theory led to the present investiga-
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tion, we may say, “surely in the view thus unfolded” of the
astronomic character of the prophetic times, “there is a
simple grandeur which harmonizes with all the other features
of these inspired predictions. A fresh light is thrown upon
the words of the Psalmist, where the same word is employed
as in these mysterious dates, ‘ He appointed the moon for
seasons., We are raised out of the contracted range of
human reckonings to a lofty elevation of thought, and catch
some glimpses of that mysterious wisdom by which the
Almighty blends all the works of Nature and of Providence
into subservience to the deep counsels of His redeeming
love. A divine ladder of time is set before us, and as we
rise successively from step to step, days are replaced by
years, and years by millennia ; and these, perhaps, hereafter,
in their turn, by some higher unit from which the soul of
man may measure out cycles still more vast, and obtain a
wider view of the immeasurable grandeur of eternity.
When we reflect also that the celestial periods by which these
cycles are determined are themselves fixed by that law of
attraction which gives the minutest atom an influence on the
planetary motions, what a combination appears within sacred
times of the most contrasted elements of Omniscient wisdom !
Human science sinks exhausted at the very threshold of this
temple of Divine truth. It has strained its utmost efforts in
calculating the actual motions of the moon and the earth ; but
the determining causes which fixed at first the proportion of
their monthly and yearly revolutions have altogether eluded
its research. Yet these elements of the natural universe are
linked in, by these sacred times and celestial cycles, with the
deepest wonders of Providence, and the whole range of Divine
prophecy. How glorious, then, must be the inner shrine, lit
up with the Shekinah of the Divine Presence, when the
approaches themselves reveal such a secret and hidden
wisdom ! 1

! Birk’s “ Elements of Prophecy,” p. 371.
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Focal Potnt of the Work.

As a justification for the large number of subjects dealt
with in the present work we may remind the reader of the
great breadth of its theme—Creation Centred in Christ.
Like a telescope of large aperture, this book is a /ig/t col-
lecting tnstrument constructed to bring a broad beam of light to
a focal point. As Copernicus applied the Helio-centric prin-
ciple to the problem of the motion of the planets, so the
present work applies the Christo-centric principle to the
problem of the constitution and course of the seen and
unseen Universe, or of the Universal System, Natural and
Revealed.

Our study of this subject opens with the conflict between
Reason and Faith, and ends with their reconciliation. Reason
and Faith should not be regarded as antagonistic, but as
associated like the Warrior and the Angel in that noble
creation of art in which Reason, represented as a man clad in
armour, climbs, sword in hand, the steep mountain, planting,
amid the mists, his feet upon its rocky summit; while Faith
as an angel soars beside him on outstretched wings towards
a still higher sphere. Beneath them lies the darkness of
earth, above them shine the stars of heaven. The counten-
ance of Reason is sternly earnest, while the face of Faith is
peaceful and radiant. Reason, looking downward on the
rock on which it plants its feet, grasps with the right hand
the sword, while with the left it lightly leans on the shoulder
of Faith. Faith, gazing only heavenward on the vision of
the divine, folds its hands in prayer, needing no earthly sup-
port. Both ascend to God. Both have come from Him.
Free, yet bound together, distinct and widely different, yet
for ever united in their act and aim, they seek and find in
Him their centre and their home.
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NATURE.






NATURES WITNESS 70 GOD.

ATURE, including the visible heavens, the Sun and
1 Moon ruling the day and the night, the surrounding
Planets and more distant stafs, together with our own Earth
“circled by air and ocean,” and filled with the marvels of
organic life, constitutes a system, or “harmoniously ordered
whole,” whose Phenomena and Laws are already to a large
extent revealed “to the mature intellect of mankind as the
result of long and laborious observation.” !

It is affirmed by Theists that the existence of Nature
points to the existence of God ; that the Unity of Nature is
a witness to the Unity of God; and that the wisdom, power,
and goodness of God are discernible in the constitution and
course of the natural world. Are these affirmations reason-
able, or does the study of Nature compel us to abandon them
as baseless fallacies of the imagination? Many eminent men
of science, such as Copernicus, Kepler, Newton, Faraday,
have been believers in God. They found that a knowledge
of the order existing in Nature—a discovery of Nature’s laws
—only confirmed their faith in the being, wisdom, power, and
goodness of God. Ought it to have been otherwise, and
should their studies have conducted them rather to the dark-
ness and despair of infidelity or atheism? Their belief in
God lay to some extent at the base of their discoveries. They
would not have patiently investigated through long years
the phenomena of Nature, in the hope of discovering the
reign of all-pervading law and harmony, had they considered

I ¢« Humboldt Cosmos,” 1. 2.

~
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the universe to be the child of chance, or the perishing pro-
duct of blind material forces operating without the guidance
of intelligence. Their faith cutran their vision, and prompted
the investigations which led to their marvellous discoveries.
Was their faith irrational? Does science, rightly so called,
quench the light of faith? Or does it rather aid it by extend-
ing illimitably the view of the evidence of God’s existence,
and of the perfections of His character and government ?

In replying to these questions, and endeavouring to set
forth briefly the witness which Nature bears to the existence
and attributes of God, we will consider in turn the various
positions which are possible in relation to the subject of the
origin of the universe. These are five in number—the Poly-
theistic, the Pantheistic, the Atheistic, the Agnostic, and the
Theistic.

1. The POLYTHEISTIC. According to this view, Nature is
the work of a plurality of gods. One god made and governs
one part of the universe, and another god another part. It
is hardly worth while to reason seriously against this crude
conception. Whatever may have been its origin, it did not
originate with science, nor does it prevail at the present day
in any of the more civilized and enlightened countries of the
world. It may suffice to say that the Unity of Nature is a
ceaseless protest against Polytheism, Nature is one. Itis
not the confused, contradictory, self-destructive product of
many conflicting powers and intelligences. Through all its
vast extent can be traced the reign of the same great laws,
One Power, one Intelligence controls the whole. The Unity
of Nature disproves and dispels the disjointed, incoherent
scheme of Polytheism. True science stamps it as worthless
and incredible.

2. The PANTHEISTIC. Nature and God are the same.
There is no God distinct from the Universe. Creation and
Providence have no existence. Nature never was created,
and is not governed by a power or person distinct from and
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superior to the Universe itself. Nature is God, and God is
Nature.

But this view confounds all the distinctions between good
and evil. It not only identifies God with matter and with
mind, but with right and with wrong, with law and with law-
lessness, with the law-keeper and the law-breaker. Paul is
God and Nero is God ; the martyr at the stake is God, and so
is the persecutor who burns him. Here is a system or king-
dom divided against itself. How can it stand? Reason and
conscience alike protest against the fantastic and blasphemous
dreams of Pantheism. Reason recognises the dependent
character of the Universe, and Conscience the existence of a
Supreme Ruler and Judge, to whom all moral beings are
accountable.

“Pantheism,” says McCosh, “is inconsistent with the intuitive know-
ledge which we have both of mind and matter. The Universe cannot be
all matter, for we are conscious of ourselves possessing thought and in-
telligence, and of planning, designing, and executing in the exercise of
free will. It cannot be a mere organism, for we see material objects
which are beneath the organic state, and we are conscious of souls which
are above it. . . . Pantheism is inconsistent with the consciousness
of self, with the belief in our personality; . . . with man’s possession
of a will; and a free will, . . . and with our sense of accountability to
God. . . . We have only to follow out the doctrine of personal re-
sponsibility to find it setting aside every form of Pantheism.” !

3. The ATHEISTIC. There is no God. Nature exists; it
is the realm of law ; throughout its measureless extent shines
the splendour of celestial light; the stately sweep of innu-
merable worlds fills illimitable space with perpetual harmony ;
goodness glows in every sunbeam, beauty in every flower;
the heart of man witnesses to affection, his reason to intelli-
gence and truth, his conscience to duty, to virtue, to righteous-
ness; but—there is no God! Nature is a building without
an Architect ; a design without a Designer ; a kingdon: without
a Ruler; a jfamily without a Father. But how does the

I McCosh, “ Intuitions of the Mind,” p. 40z.
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Atheist £notw there is no God? Has he been to see? He
was born yesterday and will die to-morrow. His little life is
confined to this one world. ILEven of this world he knows
but a part. He owns that everything around him is full of
mystery. He confesses he knows next to nothing, yet he
knows there is no God. He cannot climb to heaven to
ascertain whether there be a God or not. He cannot assert
that he has seen its throne and found it empty ; but he knows
there is no God! ZFHe k£nows! We may be permitted to
question his knowledge. How does he know there is no God?
He infers it from the existence of evil ; but does he know the
history and destiny of evil? Who told him that it was
eternal? What evidence has he that it forms part of the
foundation of the Universe? How does he know that it
shall not yet be subdued and abolished ? Since he knows so
much, will he explain to us how the Universe has come to be
what we behold? He cannot! He does not know. Only
he knows there isno God! How little he knows to claim to
know so much! How much more might he learn were he
only to listen to the profoundest dictates of his own heart and
conscience.

4. The AcgNostic. Nature is. That is all we know.
Whether there is a God or not, we know not, nor can know.
To assert or to deny His existence are both beyond our
powers.

While denying our ability to infer the being of God from
the testimony of Nature and conscience, the Agnostic admits
the existence of an inscrutable Omnipresent power control-
ling the phenomena of Nature. “ We are obliged,” says
Herbert Spencer, “to regard any phenomena as a manifesta-
tion of some power by which we are acted upon ; though
Omnipresence is unthinkable, yet, as experience discloses no
bounds to the diffusion of phenomena, we are unable to think
of limits to the presence of this Power ; while the criticisms of
science teach us that this Power is Incomprehensible, And
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this consciousness of an [nconprehensible Power, called Ontii-
prescitt from inability to assign its linits, is just that conscious-
ness on which religion dwells.” In this view Spencer main-
tains that religion and science are at one. He asserts that
there “can be nothing else than an entive agreement on this
deepest and widest of all truths” ; and he bids us recognise in
religion “ /e Liigh merit that from the beginning it has dinly
discerned the ultimate verity, and has never ceased to insist up-
on 1¢; Y “the one absolute certainty, the presence of an Infinite
and Lternal energy from whick all things proceed.”* The
Infinite Eternal Power whose existence the Agnostic thus
admits is not, however, the mere mover of the material
mechanism of Nature, but the Author and support of Reason
and the Moral world. It is a Power revealed to and reflected
by Intelligence; a Power recognised and mirrored by Con-
science. It is therefore an Intelligent and Moral Power, in
other words is God.

The Agnostic asserts that the Author of Nature is un-
knowable. “It would be more philosophical,” says Irederick
Harrison, “not to assert of the Unknown that it is unknow-
able.” He adds, “as to acknowledging the Unknowable, or
trusting in it, or conformi'ng our lives to it, or looking to it
for help—the use of such words about it is unmeaning.”
Agnosticism can be no basis for religion. “ The roots and
fibres of Religion are to be found in love, awe, sympathy,
gratitude, consciousness of inferiority, and of dependence,
community of will, acceptance of control, manifestation of
purpose, reverence for majesty, goodness, creative energy, and
life. Where these things are not, religion is not.” 3

5. The THEISTIC View. This is the view which has been
held by the greatest, the wisest, and the best of mankind,
from the most remote ages of which we have any record. It
was the view of the good and wise in patriarchal times ; it

! “First Principles,” p. 99. 2 Nineteentl Century, January, 1334.
¥ Nineteenth Century, March, 1884.
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was the view held by the greatest among the philosophers of
Greece and Rome. It has been for four thousand years the
unwavering confession of the Jewish people. It is still the
faith of 150 millions of Mohammedans; it has for nineteen
centuries been the faith of the entire Christian world.

“There is in truth one only God,” says Sophocles of Attica,
“who made the heaven and the wide earth, and the blue
depths of the sea, and the force of the winds”! “God
arranged and established the whole world in which all things
are fair and good,’? said Xenophon. ¢ Can any one in his
senses imagine,” said Cicero, “that this disposition of the
stars, and this heaven so beautifully adorned, could have
been formed by a fortuitous concourse of atoms?” “I am
convinced entirely that that which could effect so many and
such great things must be a divine power.”3 “One energy,”
said Aristotle, “is invariably antecedent to another in time,
up to that which is primarily and eternally the moving
cause.”* “This is what is evident to me,” said Plato: “in
the sphere of the known #/e idea of the good ts ultimate, and
needs an effort to be seen; but once seen, compels the con-
clusion that /Jere is the cause for all things else, of whatever
is beautiful and right: in the visible world, parent of light
and of its lord; in the intellectual world, bearing itself the
lordship, and from itself supplying truth and mind. And
this is it which must fix the eye of one who is to act with
wisdom in private or in public life.” % ¢ The first step to the
right worshipping of God,” says Seneca, “is to believe that
there is a God. And next, to ascribe unto Him all majesty
and goodness, without which true majesty cannot subsist ;
to know likewise that it is He who governs the world and
presides over the Universe as His own, who hath taken
mankind in general under His protection, and on some is

! “Sophoc. Fragm. apud Grot.” 2 «“Xen. Mem.,” L. iv. c. 3.
# ¢ Cic. de Nat. Deor,,” 1. ii. c. 44. * “ Aristot. Metaph.,” 1. viii. c. 8.
5-¢ Plato. Repub.,” L vii. c. 3.
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pleased to bestow particular favour, He can neither do nor
suffer evil.” “Nothing is hid from God. He is within our
souls, and He comes into the midst of our thoughts.” ! “ We
must confess that God is,” says Plutarch, “and that not with
reference to time, but as being eternal and immutable, whom
nothing can be before or after, past or future, elder or
younger. Being essentially one, His eternity is included in a
present existence, the always in the now. And God alone
can thus truly be said to be, having neither a past nor a
future existence, having neither beginning nor end. By this
name, then, when worshipping Him, we ought to salute and
call upon Him. The Deity is to be addressed by the name
Ei,—Thou art,—because in Him there is no variableness nor
change.” ?

These and similar reasonings of heathen minds proceed
from the teachings of Nature, and confirm the declaration
made by the Apostle Paul in Scripture, that ¢ the invisible
things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, even His eternal power and Godhead.” In the words
of this great teacher addressed to Gentiles, God “left not
Himself without witness, in that He did good, and gave us
rain from heaven, filling our hearts with food and gladness.”

But having stated these arguments, how small a part of
the evidences for God’s existence have we exhibited !

“Belief in God presses multifariously upon man.” “There
are so many reasons for it,” says Coleridge, “within and
without,—a grain of sand sufficing, and a whole universe at
hand to echo the decision !—that for every mind, not devoid
of all reason and desperately conscience proof, the truth,
which it is the least possible to prove, it is little less than
impossible not to believe ; only, indeed, just so much short
of impossible as to leave some room for the will and the
moral election, and thereby to keep it a truth of religion,

1 «“Senec. Epis.,” 83.
2 « Plut. de Ei apud Delph.,” c. 19, 20, 21.
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and the possible subject of a commandment”! Against
Theism science has nothing to advance.

‘“If the doctrine of Providence,” says Professor Huxley, “is to be
taken as the expression in a way ‘to be understanded of the people, of
the total exclusion of chance from a place even in the most insignificant
corner of Nature ; if it means the strong conviction that the cosmic pro-
cess is rational ; and the faith that, throughout all duration, unbroken
order has reigned in the Universe—I not only accept it, but I am dis-
posed to think it the most important of all truths. . . . If] further,
the doctrine is held to imply that in some indefinitely remote past won, the
cosmic process was sel going by some enltity possessed of intelligence and

foresight, similar to our own in kind, however superior in degree; if,

conscquently, 1t 1s held that every cvent, not merely in our planctary
speck, but in untold millions of other worlds, was foreknown before these
worlds were, sczentific thought, so far as I know anything about it, has
nothing to say against that hypothesis.” *

We welcome these recent significant admissions, but can-
not rest satisfied with the merely negative position which
they indicate. That science which is worthy of the name
not only has “nothing to say against” the view that there
is an Lternal Intelligence which guides with foresight the
orderly course of the Universe of which it is the cause, but it
frankly confesses that this is the teaching of Nature.

The modern materialism which regards the Universe, in-
cluding its mental and moral phenomena, as a mere godless
machine, is an unnatural abortion of science falsely so-called.
Its misshapen, stunted form startles the eye by its hideous-
ness when compared with the nobler conceptions which spring
up spontaneously in human thought. To the unbiassed in-
telligence the Universe is “not without Mind, or Reason, or
Pilot,” avoov kat akoyov kai axvBépvyror. For Mind is not the
exclusive property of Man! [t is plainly visible in Nature,
There is a Universal Mind revealed without us answering to
our own intelligence. Even the mathematical powers of the
human mind find themselves in harmony with a mathe-
matical order in Nature which cannot have had a merely

1 “Aids to Reflection,” Edition 1843, vol. i. p. 135. First and rare
edition, p. 177. 2 Furtnightly Review, Nov., 1892.
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material origin. The mathematical ratios which govern
Nature defy materialistic explanations. The law of gravita-
tion with its ratio of the inverse square is mathematical ; the
numerical laws of chemical combination are mathematical ;
the geometrical angles of crystals, and curves of flowers,
the numerical vibrations of sound, of heat, of light, are
mathematical. The mighty pillars and arches of the temple
of Nature, its doors and windows, its aisles and transepts,
have been built and ordered according to rule and measure ;
mind is everywhere, orderly mathematical mind, a mind
analogous with our own, only infinitely transcending ours in
the scope and wisdom and perfection of its designs. “ The
first guiding principle of all the sciences is the conviction
that #e plienomena are governed according to the laws of the
understanding.” QOur observation of Nature gives scientific
results only because “The Universe is rational.”! Deny the
manifestation of mind in Nature! As soon or sooner let us
deny its manifestation in man! The mind that shows itself
in man is transcended by that which operates in Nature.
The one is to the other but as the dew-drop to the ocean, or
as the faint and fleeting meteor to the steadfast glory of the
summer sun.

The highest act of human wisdom is to recognise a wisdom
infinitely transcending that of man, filling, guiding, governing
all things.

The contemplation of Nature compels the conclusion that
““there is a Boundless, Eternal, Unchangeable, Designing
Mind, not without whom this system of things coheres; and
this mind we call—Gop.”

And this conclusion is echoed and confirmed by the voice
of Conscience. Every man carries with him an indestructible
witness to God in his sense of moral responsibility to a right-
eous law which is above him; a law which commands all
moral agents, and involves in its operation the moral govern-

! Naville, “ Modern Physics,” p. 160.
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-—

ment of the world. It is by this power of Conscience more
than by any mere observation of Nature that man’s thoughts
are directed to- God. It is by the movements of a moral
nature within him claiming supremacy over his thoughts and
actions that he is led to believe in a Moral Ruler of the
Universe ; a Supreme and Righteous Judge, to whose search-
ing glance he feels that his most secret acts and motives are
open ; to whom darkness and light are both alike, and ‘before
whom “the night shineth as the day.”

In the order of External Nature Reason beholds the steps
of the Author and Architect of the Universe; in the higher
realm of the moral world Cosciernce recognises the presence
of the Righteous Lawgiver and Judge; while in the inner
region of experience the Aeart, with its sense of dependence,
its capacities for love, its griefs, its loneliness, yearns to find
in the Creator and Ruler of all things the Friend and IFather
of the human spirit; its Deliverer from evil, its everlasting
Sun and Shield.

The argument from Nature for the existence of God may
be put as to its simplest elements in the following form :—

1. Sometling has evisted from eternity, since something now
exists, and Ex ni/iilo 1zl

2. Tlus earth and visible system lhave not existed from
eternity.  Geology evidences the recentness of organized
beings on the earth, and with Astronomy proves its origin-
ally molten state. Nature, as a chain of dependent links,
cannot be eternal.

3. Therefore this earth and the visible system ave to be dis-
tinguished from the something which has existed from: cternity,
as of later date, and as derived from that prior eternal exist-
ence which must be denominated the Greaz First Cause.

4. The Rationality of the Universe, and the Moral latw
written i the human heart, prove the Rationality and M. orality
of the Great First Cause.

The cause of intelligence must be intelligent. “The cause
of Conscience must be moral.”
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CHAPTLER 1.
THE NEED OF REVELATION.

S a Revelation needed? What are the facts as to the
moral, mental, and physical condition of the world ?

I. MORAL EVIL.

Goodness is the law of Being.! But goodness is not prac-
tically the ruling principle in man. There is a schism in the
human soul. Man is a moral agent, through whose character
there runs a profound irremediable rent, or contradiction.
Conscience and inclination are opposed. Man approves the
better—and follows the worse® Let us see what are the
evidences of this fundamental and long recognised fact.

1. Man approves the better.

By the constitution of his mind, man “approves of moral
good and disapproves of moral evil.” This can be established
by the clearest and most indisputable proofs. We are in-
wardly conscious of exercising moral judgments. We express
the fact that we do exercise such judgments every day in
ways innumerable. All human laws recognise a distinction
between right and wrong, good and evil All courts of
justice are based on the acknowledgment of such a distinc-
tion. All the words by which we approve or condemn moral
acts bear witness to it. Man is so constituted that he cannot
be wholly blind to the law of duty. He cannot utterly ignore
the truth expressed in the words, You ought! He cannot

1““The idea of the good is ultimate.” Plato, “ Repub.,” L. vii. c. 3.
? Video meliora proboque, deteriora sequor.
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16 CREATION CENTRED IN CHRIST.

wholly confound virtue with vice and vice with virtue. FHe
is compelled by an indestructible sense, or moral instinct, to
distinguish right from wrong, and to approve the one and
condemn the other.

Testimony on this subject from ancient and modern
writers, and from all parts of the world, might be multiplied
to any extent. Not only are Jews and Christians agrced as
to the existence of a moral law in the human heart, but the
heathen themselves freely admit their inward consciousness
of such a law, and expatiate upon its teachings. The declara-
tion of the Apostle Paul that the Gentiles, “ not having the
law, are a law unto themselves,” and that they “show the
work of the law written in their hearts,” is echoed by the
utterances of Pagan philosophers. “Who ever came into the
world,” says Itpictetus, the Stoic philosopher, without an
innate idea of good and evil, becoming and unbecoming,
happiness and misery, proper and improper, what ought to
be done and what ought not to be done?” !

“He that is good, and lives after the principle of honour,
will obey reason,” says Aristotle, “but the bad man aims at
pleasure, and is corrected by pain, like a beast.”? “ Good
and worthy men discriminate rightly, and hate that which is
unjust.”?  “The excellent and liberal man will so conduct
himself as 2f /e were a law unto himself”*  “ Wickedness,
committed voluntarily, is the object of our hatred,” says the
Platonic philosopher, Maximus Tyrius.® “A wise man,” says
Homer, “beholding such evil deeds, would be filled with
righteous indignation.” ¢

“I cannot, when I see one thing to be the principal and
most excellent, declare another thing to be so, in order to
gain favour,” says Epictetus” “We ought to worship the

! Epict,, L. ii. c. 11, * Eth, 1L x. c. 0.
3 Arist. de Rhetor., L. ii. ¢, 11. 4 Eth, L iv. c. 8
5 Diss. 41. ® Odyss., L. 1. v. 228,

7 Epict., L 1i. ¢. 23.
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gods,” says Plutarch, “to honour our parents, to reverence
our elders, to obey the laws, to give place to our superiors,
to love our friends, to be discreet towards our wives, to be
kind and affectionate towards our children, and not to be
harsh towards our servants.”! What a summary of social
duties is here! Space and time would fail us were we to
attempt to cite the evidence afforded by the Latin authors,
Cicero, Ovid, Seneca, Tacitus, Suetonius, on the law of duty
binding on man as man. Volumes on morality might be
extracted from their writings. And what shall we say con-
cerning the testimony borne by the great teachers of Arabia,
Persia, India, and China, as to the moral duties of mankind?
The Koran, the Zendavesta, the laws of Manou, the writings
of Mencius, the precepts of Confucius, would seem, were we
to quote them, to echo from the ILast the voices from the
West to which we have already listened. I.et one citation
suffice. In the “ Tchoung-Young ” of Confucius, or discourse
on how to keep in the middle path between extremes, occurs
the famous sentence, “ He whose heart is just, and who
entertains towards others the same feelings he has towards
himself, forsakes not #ze moral law of duty prescribed for 1en
by their rational nature; he does not do to others that which
he desires should not be done to himself.”* With this lofty
moral utterance the Chinese nation has been familiar for
ages, and with a multitude of precepts and proverbs of analo-
oous import. From the foregoing and other evidence we
are justified in asserting that the Egyptians, the Babylonians
the Persians, the Greeks, the Romans, the Arabians, the
Hindoos, the Chinese, demonstrate, beyond all controversy,
in their histories, their philosophies, their laws, their litanies,
their religion, their very languages, the truth of the conclusion
held universally by Jews and Christians, that man, by the
constitution of his mind, distinguishes between right and

! Plut. de lib. Educ,, c. 10.

? “Tchoung-Young,” c. xiil. 3. “ Livres sacres de I’Orient,” Pauthier.

C. C. 2
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wrong, good and evil, and that he “approves of moral good,
and disapproves of moral evil” To deny to any man the
possession of conscience is to degrade him beneath the level
of a moral agent, and to question his humanity.

2. Man, though /e approves the cetlter, follows the worse.

While every man is possessed of a moral faculty, and while
there is a universal consent among intelligent men as to the
elementary outline of w/hat onglht to be, there is an equally
universal consent that w/at is differs from what ought to be
that man does not follow the good which he approves, or
avoid the evil which he condemns. Conscience not only
witnesses to duty, but to sin. It is not only a law, but a
judge and an accuser. Man is self-condemned. His own
heart charges him with neglecting the good and committing
the evil. The very same voice which announces in the soul
that there is a moral law above us and binding on us tells us
plainly that we have not kept that law.

There is a schism in the soul. It is the seat of civil war.
“The soul consists of two parts,” says Plutarch, “the one
being addicted to the truth, and loving honesty and reason,—
the other brutish, deceitful, and sensuous.” !

“Our duty well we know and understand, but practise not,”
says Euripides. ?

“He is an able speaker, and excels at once in Exhortation

)

and Conviction,” says Epictetus, “who can discover to eack
man the contradiction by which ke errs, and prove clearly to
him that w/at e would /e doth 10t, and what he would not do
that he doth.” ®

Whether Epictetus ever read the seventh of Romans or not
we cannot tell ; but his words here are strangely similar to
those of Paul, the great Christian teacher of the Gentiles. It

would be difficult to state more concisely and emphatically

! Plut. de Adul. et Am., c. 20. 2 Eurip. Hippol,, v. 380.
3 Epict,, L ii. c. 26.
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the law of indwelling sin than in that sentence of moral con-
tradiction condemning every man, “ What he would he doth
not, and what he would not do that he doth.”

The existence of a schism in the human soul is “not a mere
dogma of theology, but a fact of science” In a world where
everything else is adjusted internally as to its parts, and ex-
ternally to its surroundings, the moral character of man
manifestly lacks such adjustment. While his bodily and
mental powers are mutually adjusted, and in harmony with
the physical world, his moral character makes him an anomaly
in the order of the Universe. Possessed of faculties suited for
the perception of “truth, goodness, and beauty,” his character
is marred by “error, evil, and deformity.”

“Man,” says Plato, “ knowing evil to be evil, nevertheless does
22”1

“ Show me a man who is not a slave,” says Seneca. “One
is a slave to lust, another to covetousness, another to ambition,
and all to fear.”

Jewish and Christian teachers have also borne similar testi-
mony. Moses said of the antediluvians, “God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thought of his heart was only evil con-
tinually.”

Jeremiah wrote twenty-five centuries ago: “The heart is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. Who can
know it ?”

Jesus Christ, the greatest moral Teacher the world has ever
had, said : “ Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies ;
these are the things which defile a man.” “Every tree is
known by its fruit.” “A good tree bringeth not forth corrupt
fruit, neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” “An
evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth
that which is evil.”

! Plato, Protag., c. 37. 2 Seneca, Epist. 47.
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Paul the apostle, in a letter written eighteen hundred years
ago, makes the following confession: “ We ourselves were
sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts
and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating
one another.”

In another letter written by the same apostle occurs the
following indictment of the Gentile world: “ Even as they
did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them
over to a reprobate mind to do those things which are not
convenient ; being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication,
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness ; full of envy, murder,
debate, deceit, malignity ; whisperers, backbiters, haters of
God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, dis-
obedient to parents, without understanding, covenant breakers,
without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful : who, know-
ing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things
are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure
in them that do them.”

These searching, solemn sentences have for centuries been
read by the devout, whether in Jewish synagogues or Christian
churches, as portions of the Word of God. But we do not
quote them here because they are inspired. Our argument
does not require at this point the support of supernatural
Revelation. We simply cite these words as well-known
ancient testimony, amply confirmed by history and experience.

II. PHYSICAL EvIL, OorR DISORDERS IN EXTERNAL
NATURE.

From the mournful spectacle of moral evil we turn to glance
for a few moments at physical evil,

The existence of extensive suffering in the world, and the
reign of death, are obvious facts. Physical good and physical
evil are found side by side. On the one hand the ordinances
of Nature are evidently designed, on the whole, for good.
The light of sun and moon; the warmth of summer; the
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course of the seasons ; the growth of vegetation ; the beauty
and fragrance of flowers; the ripening of fruits ; these and a
thousand other arrangements in Nature minister benefit to
sentient creatures. On the other hand we note the diseases
which invade the frame, the storms which convulse the
heavens, the lightnings, the earthquakes, the pestilences, which
carry destruction. Why does the path of life lead ever to the
tomb ? Like the heart of man, Nature seems a contradiction.
Is it purposely so? Has the physical evil in the world a
relation to the moral evil? Is it designed to act as a check
upon it, as in human governments physical penalties are em-
ployed to arrest unlawful actions? Who shall solve these
problems? But were they solved as problems, would that
meet the case? Would not suffering and death still continue?
Would not storms still darken the heavens, and shake the
earth? Would not the grave still swallow up successive
generations of mankind ? Physical evil operates as a resistless
law. Associated with the “law of sin” there is a “law of
death,” and man needs deliverance as really from the one as
from the other.

III. THE INABILITY OF MAN TO REMOVE MORAL
AND PHysicAL EVIL, AND TO RESTORE THE WORLD.

Natural religion and philosophy have been tested for ages,
and have failed to afford the help which man requires.

1. The failure of Natural religion.

The office of religion is to “enlighten, console, and regener-
” Natural religion has failed in each of these. It cannot
give men the light or knowledge they require. Natural
religion knows little of man, less of God, and nothing of the
Juture. It cannot console the bereaved with the prospect of
reunion ; it cannot renew the character and heart of man.

ate,

This deficiency in the power of natural religion is of grave
practical importance. Natural religion /las no fulcrum by
which to lift the world.
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“Every one who is at all acquainted with the history of man must be
convinced that nothing less powerful than #ie whole amount of moiive
derived from the knowledae of an endless exisience has ever been found a
sufficient antagonist force to the downward and headlong tendencies of
appetite and passion.” !

2. The failure of Plilosoplty.

Philosophy, like natural religion, has utterly failed “to
enlighten, to console, and to regenerate” mankind. Philo-
sophy—Greek, Roman, medixval, modern, Indian, Chinese—
has built its schools, accumulated its libraries, promulgated its
theories, but it has brought no deliverance to the captives of
sin and death. The fact does not seem, however, to cause it
much concern. It calmly sits in academic dress amid the scene
of moral and physical desolation, coining learned phrases and
plausible theories, but no helping hand has it ever extended
to raise the wounded mortal from the wayside, and bear him
to the inn of rest and security. Man’s needs are great. They
are pressing. .His wounds bleed. His soul faints. What
can Philosophy do for him? or Science? What can the
Chemistries, and the Geologies, and the Astronomies do for
the sin-sick soul? Miserable physicians, miserable comforters
are ye all! No, ye have failed and must fail to heal the
broken heart, the wounded conscience. Ye cannot uproot the
love of sin.  Ye cannot implant the love of righteousness. Ye
cannot stay the ravages of death. Ye cannot still the storm,
or silence the thunder, or calm the earthquake, or conquer the
grave. Ye cannot draw back the dark impenetrable veil that
hides the future. Your guesses at some possible prospect of
better things have no power to satisfy the longing, trembling
soul of man. He looks at you with his fixed and earnest
gaze. He is guilty. He is dying. What have you to say?
Only to confess your ignorance, and impotence !

“I am going out of the world,” said Socrates, “and you are
to continue in it, but which of us has the better part is a secret

' Wayland, “Moral Philosophy,” c. viii. sec. 3.
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to every one but God.” Cicero, when relating various opinions
as to immortality, said, “ Which of these is true God alone
knows, and which is most probable is a very great question.”
Philosophy, what does it teach us but that man knows nothing
of things as they really are. This is its great discovery. It
lights its taper, and lifting it up reveals—an immeasurable
sphere of darkness! It sounds with its sagacious plumb-line
—the depth of human ignorance! It places us with painful
effort on a proud eminence in the midst of things, from which
it points us to—*“rivers flowing from unknown sources to un-
known seas!” In vain do we ask from it the What, the
Whence, the Whither! Its oracles are dumb; and when, in
despair of Truth, Consolation, Holiness, Life, we turn away
from the baffled intelligence of MAN to the majestic presence
of NATURE, when we stretch forth our hands amid the circling
solitude of the measureless Universe, and cry, Who shall
deltver us 7 Nature’s only answer, if answer it be, is the silence
of the eternal stars above us, and beneath us, the voiceless
silence of the grave.



CHAPTER IIL
THE EXISTENCE AND EVIDENCE OfF REVELATION.

5. “"HERE is an old book called the Bible, which has

been translated into three hundred languages.
There is an ancient people dispersed among all nations of
the earth called the Jews. There is a religious body called
the Christian Church whose members are found in all lands.
Both Jews and Christians regard the Bible as the Word
of God. These are facts which cannot be denied.

2. The Bible claims to be a Revelation from God. It
speaks with Divine authority. It responds to the cry of
human need.

3. The method by which this Revelation claims to have
been communicated is the inspiration of its writers.

Revelation, according to the testimony of the Bible, and
the belief of Jews and Christians, is a supernatural disclosing
or discovery of Truth previously unknown ; and in substance
is that system of Truth which God has communicated by
the instrumentality of inspired men, contained in the Holy
Scriptures.

4. Josephus, the celebrated Jewish historian, who lived in
the first century, thus describes the books composing the
Hebrew Scriptures :(—

““We have not an innumerable multitude of books among us, disagreeing
from and contradicting one another, as the Greeks have, but only twenty-
two books, which contain the record of all the past times; which are
justly believed to be Divine ; and of them five belong to Moses, which
contain his laws, and the traditions of the origin of mankind till his death.

24
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This interval of time was little short of three thousand years; but as to
the time from the death of Moses till the reign of Artaxerxes, King of
Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, the prophets who were after Moses
wrote down what was done in their times in thirteen books. The re-
maining four books contain hymns to God, and precepts for the conduct
of human life. It is true, our history has been written since Artaxerxes
very particularly, but hath not been esteemed of the like authority with the
former by our forefathers, because there hath not been an exact succes-
sion of prophets since that time ; and how firmly we have given credit to
those books of our own nation is evident by what we do; for during so
many ages as have already passed, no one has been so bold as either to
add anything to them or take anything from them, or to make any change
in them ; but it becomes natural to all Jews, immediately and from their
very birth, to esteem those books to contain divine doctrines, and to per-
sist in them, and if occasion be, willingly to die for them. For it is no
new thing for our captives, many of them in number, and frequently in
time, to be seen to endure racks and deaths of all kinds upon the theatres,
that they may not be obliged to say one word against our laws, and the
records that contain them ; whereas there are none at all among the
Greeks who would undergo the least harm on that account, no, nor in
case all the writings that are among them were to be destroyed.” !

5. The writings called the New Testament, or the dis-
tinctively Christian Scriptures, consist of twenty-seven books,
composed on various occasions, in different places, and at
different times, by eight authors, who were contemporary
with Jesus Christ; viz,, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter,
Paul, James, and Jude. These writings include the Gospels,
the book of Acts, the Epistles, and the Apocalypse.

The books of the Hebrew Scriptures, which according to
Jewish reckoning are twenty-two in number, together with
the twenty-seven books of the Christian Scriptures, are
forty-nine, or seven times seven books, contained in the
volume ordinarily called the Bible.

6. The Bible, as a Revelation from God, stands on its own
independent foundation.

As a telescope of high power fitted to bring into view
innumerable worlds lying beyond the range of the unaided
vision s built on foundation stones sunk i the solid rock, and

1 “Contra Apion,” Book i. 8.
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so separated by intervening space from surrounding struc-
tures that no tremor in these can produce vibrations in the
instrument; so the Bible rests on a distinct immovable
foundation of its own, divided by a profound chasm from the
uncertain products of natural human thought.

We will introduce our brief review of the evidences of
revelation by citing one of the many testimonies which infi-
delity has been constrained to bear to the character of the
Bible. The following eloquent sentences are from the pen
of the celebrated sceptic, Theodore Parker, of America.

“This collection of books,” said Parker, “has taken such hold of the
world as no other. The literature of Greece, which goes up like incense
from that land of temples and heroic deeds, has not half the influence of
this book from a nation despised alike in ancient and modern times. It
is read in all the ten thousand pulpits of our land. In all the temples of
Christendom is its voice lifted up week by week. The sun never sets on
its glowing page. It goes equally to the cottage of the plain man and the
palace of the king. It is woven into the literature of the scholar, and
colours the talk of the street. It enters men’s closets, mingles in all the
grief and cheerfulness of life. The Bible attends men in sickness, when
the fever of the world is on them. The aching head finds a softer pillow
when the Bible lies underneath. The mariner, escaping from shipwreck,
seizes it the first of his treasures, and keeps it sacred to God. It blesses
us when we are born, gives names to half Christendom, rejoices with us,
has sympathy for our mourning, tempers our grief to finer issues. It is
the better part of our sermons. It lifts man above himself. Our best of
uttered prayers are in its storied speech, wherewith our fathers and the
patriarchs prayed. The timid man, about to awake from his dream of
life, looks through the glass of Scripture, and his eye grows bright ; he
does not fear to stand alone, to tread the way unknown and distant, to
take the death angel by the hand, and bid farewell to wife and babes and
home. Men rest on this their dearest hopes. It tells them of God and of
His blessed Son, of earthly duties and heavenly rest.

“ Now for such effects there must be an adequate cause. It is no light
thing to hold, with an electric chain, a thousand hearts, though but an
hour, beating and bounding with such fiery speed : what is it, then, to
hold the Christian world, and that for centuries? Are men fed with chaff
and husks ? The authors we reckon great, whose articulate breath now
sways the nation’s mind, will soon pass away, giving place to other great
men of a season, who in their turn shall follow them to eminence, and
then to oblivion. Some thousand famous writers come up in this century,
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to be forgotten in the next. But the silver cord of the Bible is not loosed,
nor its golden bowl broken, as Time chronicles his tens of centuries
passed by. Fire acts as a refiner of metals : the dross is piled in for-
gotten hecaps, but the pure gold is reserved for use, and is current a
thousand years hence as well as to-day. It is only real merit that can
long pass for such ; tinsel will rust in the storms of life ; false weights are
soon detected there. It is only a heart can speak to a heart, a mind to a
mind, a soul to a soul, wisdom to the wise, and religion to the pious.
There must then be in the Bible, mind, heart, and soul, wisdom and re-
ligion : were it otherwise, how could millions find it their lawgiver, friend,
and prophet? Some of the greatest of human institutions seem built on
the Bible: such things will not stand on chaff, but on mountains of rock.
What is the secret cause of this wide and deep influence? It must be
found in the Bible itself, and must be adequate to the effect.”

The Evidences which support the claim of the Bible to
be the Word of God are twofold, External and Internal.
They are addressed to two distinct faculties in the human
mind, the Rational and the Intuitional faculties.

The External evidences appeal to sense and reason, and
are sufficient to produce rational conviction, or to confirm
faith ; but they cannot create faith ; they have no life-giving
or renovating power.

The Internal evidences appeal both to reason and to the
moral sense, to the mind and heart; including especially the
heart as “opened.” Thus we read in the book of Acts, of
Lydia, “ whose heart the Lord opened that she attended to
the things spoken by Paul.” Internal evidences include
lower and higher departments, or moral and spiritual
evidences.

The difference between external rational, and internal
spiritual evidences of Divine Truth, and their respective
places and powers, can be clearly seen in the case of Nico-
demus. Convinced intellectually by rational evidences of
the Divine Mission of Christ, but not spiritually enlightened,
converted, or renewed, he came timidly to Christ under cover
of the darkness of night, to be further instructed, supposing
that such instruction was all that he needed.
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In opening his interview with Christ, Nicodemus expressed
his conviction, and that of others, that Christ was a teacher
come from God, and showed the rational foundation on which
that conviction rested. “ Rabbi, we know Thou art a teacher
come from God : for no man can do these miracles that thou
doest, except God be witl hinn.

The reply of Christ is startling : —

“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a nian be born again,
e cannot see the kingdom: of God.”

Mental conviction based on external evidence, however
valuable, is not saving light. Nicodemus was told that he
needed inward spiritual illumination. The Kingdom of God
could not be revealed to reason. It could only be seen by
the renewed heart. By no process of reasoning proceeding
logically from premises to conclusions could he pierce the
mystery or grasp the experience of the new life. That new
life of heaven could only be entered as the old life of earth is
entered, by the avenue of birth. Nicodemus must be born
into the kingdom about which he had come to enquire. Only
when born into it would he see it.

To the question, “ How can these things be ? ” Jesus answers
by a simple yet glorious declaration of the Gospel. In its
startling nakedness He presents the Cross, and declares Him-
self to be the revelation and gift of the redeeming love of God
to mankind. The Sun of Truth thus simply rose from its
veil of clouds before the wondering eyes of the inquirer. No
outward miracle was added. No argument was used. Light
shone. “The testimony of God” in its strange celestial
loveliness was unveiled. Like an angel there it stood, and
the soul saw it! A moral miracle was wrought. The mental
eyes were opened. Thus physical wiracles lead to 1moral
miracles ; miracles in the outer sphere to miracles in the heart.
The evidences addressed to natural reason pave the way for
those addressed to spiritual intuition. Both are needed, but
of the two the latter are immeasurably the loftier, and the



THE EXISTENCE AND EVIDENCE OF REVELATION. 29

more practically potent. Rational evidences at best are only
like starlight; they are faintly shining luminaries which
direct the path of the wanderer on the wide and stormy seas,
but have no power to quicken the dormant frozen energies of
nature into life ; spiritual intuitional evidences, on the other
hand, are like the sunlig/t which transforms by its resistless
strength the barrenness of winter into the bloom and beauty
of the spring.

It would not suit with the scope of this work that we should
attempt to present the Evidences of Revelation with anything
approaching to fulness. We can do no more than briefly indi-
cate the main branches of evidence, grouping them according
to their historic principle of connection.

I. EXTERNAIL EVIDENCES.

1.  TVe civil luustory of the [ews.

For four thousand years this remarkable people has existed
as a separate nation. Sprung from one common father—a
man distinguished by the purity and loftiness of his character
—the Jews constitute an ancient brotherhood connected by
ties of blood relationship. Early oppressed and enslaved in
Egypt, they were delivered by the instrumentality of Moses,
and under the leadership of his successor Joshua became the
conquerors of the land of Canaan. After prolonged conflicts
with the native tribes, they rose under the government of their
own kings to the rank of a powerful and prosperous people.
Divided subsequently by internal dissensions, they were over-
thrown by Assyrian and Babylonish conquerors, and trans-
planted into foreign lands. Partially restored to Palestine
under the rule of the Persians, they subsequently asserted
their independence in a noble struggle against the cruel
oppression of the Syro-Greek tyrant, Antiochus Lpiphanes.
Under the rule of the Herods they attained to temporary
splendour as a dependent kingdom of Rome, and finally in a
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tragic warfare with the might of the Caesars were overthrown,
crushed, and scattered throughout the world. Through the
long centuries which have followed, though often cruelly
oppressed and persecuted by the peoples among whom they
have been dispersed, the Jews have maintained their national
character, their ancient institutions, and their hopes.

2. The religious listory of the Jews.

IFrom the beginning of their existence the Jews have been
monotheists. The Egyptians were polytheists, as were the
Canaanites and other nations of antiquity. Such in later
times also were the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Greeks,
and the Romans. In contrast with these the Jews have
for ages adhered as a nation to the worship of the One
Almighty Creator of heaven and earth. In every stage of
their varied experience, whether as dwelling in their own
land, or as scattered among strangers in other countries, they
have maintained their faith in the Unity of God, and have
regarded themselves as in a special sense His people. Their
temporal as-well as their spiritual government were conducted
on the principle that God Himself was their legislator and
sovereign. Their laws are distinguished from those of all the
nations of antiquity by the righteousness of their character,
and the unsparing sternness of their purity. To love God
with all the heart, and mind, and strength, and to love one’s
neighbour as oneself, is the summary of the moral teachings
of the “law and the prophets.”

While distinguished from other nations by their monothe-
ism, and by the possession of the Mosaic law, the Jews as a
people have been guilty of the most obstinate and long con-
tinued rebellion against the moral principles of their religion.
Under Moses, the Judges, and the Kings, they openly apos-
tatized from the worship and service of God, and subse-
quently persecuted and slew the prophets who rebuked their
impiety.
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The guardians of a law they never kept, and the perse-
cutors of the prophets who interpreted and exemplified the
spirit of that law, the Jews have demonstrated that the teach-
ings of the law and the inspiration of the prophets proceeded
from a higher source than that which produced the corrupt
and polluted stream of their national character. The crush-
ing and terrible judgments which have overtaken them from
age to age have marked the displeasure of Heaven against
their sins, and sealed the Divine authority of the precepts they
transgressed, and of the prop/iecies which foretold their woes.

3. The relation of Judaisin to Chrisizanity.

The relation of the Jewish and Christian religions is that
of foundation and supersiructure.

“ So divine,” says Pascal, “is our religion that another religion equally
of divine origin forms only its foundation. The Pagan religion is without
any foundation. The Mohammedan religion is founded on the Alcoran,
and on Mohammed. But was he who ought to have been the object of
the whole world’s expectation ever prophesied of ? What is there to dis-
tinguish him from any other man pretending to be a prophet? What
miracles did he perform? What mysteries did he teach? Where, by his
own records even, is his morality, or the good tendency of his system ?
Who bears testimony to Mohammed? Himself. But testimony is
utterly worthless if unsupported. Mohammed’s proofs ought to be very
powerful as they rest upon no support but their own. What does he then
declare ? That he must be believed. Christ desired that His own testi-
mony, if unsupported, should be accounted nothing.”

The Jewish Scriptures to which Christ appealed consisted
of the Law and the Prophets. Both bore witness to Him as
the Messiah. Both prepared His way. DBoth were fulfilled
by Him.

The moral Law revealed the disease for which He brought
the remedy. Its precepts were designed to convince of sin.
On the other hand, the ceremonial law was suited to typify
the remedy for sin. It contained a shadow of the “good
things” of the Gospel. It pictured the way of salvation.

What the ceremonial law obscurely typified, the prophets
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more plainly predicted. Both pointed to the coming Messiah.
The daily sacrifices of the one, and the successive utterances
of the other, pointed to “the Lamb of God who taketh away
the sin of the world.”

The fulfilment of the swral law, the ceremonial law, and
the prophets, in the character and work of Christ, is a three-
fold cord of evidence which cannot be broken. He, and He
alone, perfectly fulfilled the precepts of the Moral law. He,
and He alone, fulfilled the types of the Ceremonial law.
He, and He alone, fulfilled the predictions of the Prophets.
By His fulfilment of the Moral law He became a law.
He translated its written precepts into living deeds. With
His death the Ceremonial system came to an end. And
prophecy, since His advent and the teachings of His apostles,
has been silent.

Volumes would be required to show with completeness this
triple fulfilment of law and prophecy in Christ. The conver-
gence of these several independent lines in one focus is all
we can indicate here. Viewed singly the testimony of
Prophecy is doubtless the most important. Its strength is
invincible.

“ Had a single person,” says Pascal, “ composed a series of predictions
relating to Jesus Christ, both as to the time and manner of His coming,
and had His appearance been conformable to those prophecies, it would
have been an inconceivable wonder. But we have, in Scripture, actually,
much more than this. We find a succession of persons, during a period
of four thousand years, one after the other, predicting constantly, and
without variation or discrepancy, this one and the same event. Itis a
fact announced by an entire people subsisting during this mighty period,
for the purpose of embodying their faith in its reality, and never once
diverted from their testimony by any menaces or persecutions to which it
exposed them.”

Christ fulfilled what the prophets foretold by appearing
when and where He did; by His life, His character, His
labours, His works, His testimony, His sufferings, His rejec-
tion, and His death, burial, resurrection and ascension; by
the advent of His Spirit, and the founding of His Church.
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The rejection of the Jews and the call of the Gentiles were
both foretold in the Jewish Scriptures. Marvellous fact!
That the Jews should foretell their own rejection, and the call
of uncircumcised Gentiles into the Kingdom of God.

4. The Miracles of Clirist and His apostles.

That the apostles bore testimony to the numerous miracles
performed by Christ, and above all to the miraculous fact of
His resurrection, is admitted by all. And their testimony is
of equal value with that of any other ancient testimony to
any facts whatever. If the narratives or histories the apostles
have written are not to be trusted, there can be no histories
whatever of a trustworthy character., They were eye-

witnesses, and their intelligence and honesty were amply
demonstrated.

“The sufferings, persecutions, and immeasurable labours and self-
denial of the first propagators of Christianity would never have been
encountered for such a miraculous story unless they had been fully
persuaded of its truth; and that in that story, as they would not de-
ceive-others, so they could not be themselves deceived.” !

5. e Proplecies tn the New Testament.

These are numerous and relate to such matters as the de-
struction of Jerusalem, the dispersion of the Jews throughout
th\e world, and their continued moral blindness ; the growth
and history of the Christian Church, its divisions, and the
grievous apostasy from primitive faith and practice in which
so large a portion of it has been involved ; the rise and reign of
the Politico-ecclesiastic Papal power ; the cruel and long con-
tinued persecutions of Christ’s faithful witnesses; the Anti-
Papal religious and revolutionary movements of modern times;
the universal proclamation of the Gospel, and the gathering
into the Kingdom of God of a multitude that no man can
number of all nations, tribes, and tongues. The fulfilment of
these prophecies is a standing and perpetual miracle.

! Henry Rogers, ¢ Preface to Lord Lyttelton on the Conversion and
Apostleship of St. Paul.”

C. C. 3
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II. INTERNAL LEVIDENCES.

There arc moral, as appealing to the conscience, and include
the general character of the Bible, the morality of the law and
of the gospel, the character of Christ and of His apostles, and
the character and lives of carly Christians.

They are also spiritual as suited to the illuminated mind
and spiritual perceptions of those who are renewed in their
nature, and “taught of God.” Such spiritual evidences in-
clude the wisdom and harmony of revealed truth ; the order
which reigns in the different dispensations of Providence ; the
analogies which connect the law and the gospel, the natural
and the revealed ; and above all the profound adaptation of
the gospel to meet the various moral and spiritual require-
ments of men ; an adaptation demonstrated by the experience
of innumerable persons of every character and clime during
the last nineteen centuries. Apart from the perception of
particular features of divineness in revelation, there is in the
renewed heart a sense of the holiness, sweetness, majesty, and
power of the Scriptures which no language can express. And
this sense grows with the advance of the Christian student in
knowledge and experience.

1. The Superiorily of the Religion of the DBible to all other

veligions 1 e world,

Every advance in our knowledge of the religions of the
world only makes this superiority increasingly evident.

“1I find,” says Pascal, *“a multitude of religious systems prevailing in
various lands, and throughout all periods of time. DBut they neither
possess a morality which satisfies my conscience, nor offer proof to con-
vince my judgment ; and I should thercfore equally have rejected the
religions of Mohammed and of China, of the ancient Romans and of the
Egyptians, for this sole reason, that the one carrying no stronger mark of
truth than the other, and none exhibiting any preponderating evidence
of authority, reason is compelled to refuse submission to them all alike.”
“No religion has permanently remained upon the earth but the Christian
religion. No religion but the Christian religion can render a man holy
and happy. It is the only religion which can satisfy the heart, the con-
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science, and the intellect ; the only religion which can sanctify the life, or
regenerate society.”

2. The Superiority of the Christian religion to Judaisin.

The Christian religion is not the outcome or development
of Jewish or Rabbinic thought. So far from harmonizing
with Judaism Christianity from the first opposed it, and found
in Judaism its most bitter persecutor and irreconcilable foe,.

The contrast between the characteristic teachings of the
Gospel of Christ, and the doctrines common among the Jews
at the period when the Christian religion arose, can be plainly
seen, by comparing the writings of Philo, and also the Jewish
Mishna and Gemara, with the New Testament.

Philo was born about twenty years before the commence-
ment of the Christian era. IHe was a Jew of Alexandria,
descended from a noble and sacerdotal family, and was noted
for his learning and eloquence. He appears to have been a
Pharisee, and was deeply versed, not only in the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures, but also in Grecian Philosophy. He lived
to an advanced age, so that he was a contemporary of
Christ and the apostles, and has left behind him copious
treatises on the contents of the Jewish Scriptures. These
relate to such subjects as the creation of the world; the
sacrifices of Cain and Abel; the unchangeableness of God ;
the history of Noah; the confusion of languages; the immigra-
tion of Abraham ; on dreams sent from God; on Joseph, or
the life of a man occupied with the affairs of State; on the
life- of Moses; the ten commandments ; circumcision ; the
monarchy ; sacrifices ; on justice, courage, humanity, repent-
ance, rewards and punishments ; on the system of the world,
etc. While containing many fanciful mystical interpretations
of the Old Testament Scriptures, these treatises abound with
just sentiments expressed in a clear and forcible manner.
But the great distinctive conceptions of the New Testament
arc not to be found in the writings of Philo. The Messiah,
the Spirit, the Church, the accomplished Atonement, the
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realized Resurrection, the union of Jew and Gentile in one
new body, the triumphs.of the Gospel, are all absent from
these contemporaneous Jewish disquisitions! The Old
Testament is treated in much the same fashion as in the
writings of the philosophical Jew Maimonides, who lived
twelve centuries later, and endeavoured to demonstrate the
reasonableness of the laws of Moses. There is no recognition
of the insufficiency of the Jewish law for the deliverance of
man from sin and ruin; no conception of the true typical
import of its ceremonial precepts; no knowledge of the ful-
filment of the law and the prophets in the person and work
of Jesus Christ. The Kingdom of God of the New Testament
is wholly absent from these Jewish writings. The samec
thing may be said of the Mishna and Gemara. The body of
Jewish traditions collected in the second century is called the
Mishna (or repetition). Various comments were added to it
by later doctors, under the name of the Gemara (or comple-
tion), and the two works are together called the Talmud.
The traditions contained in the Mishna arose about 300 years
before Christ. The Talmud contains many critical and
grammatical comments on the text of Scripture, but the
aglorious gospel of the New Testament is nowhere to be found
in its bulky compilations. Tradition, ritual, the lifeless letter,
shallow externalism, narrow exclusivism, mental triviality,
moral bondage, these are present in exuberant and abnormal
development ; the attention is strained, the memory loaded,
the mind wearied with infinite details of a hollow and dead
ceremonialism ; a ceremonialism transcending in the burden-
some minutie of its requirements every other the world has
ever known ; but the faith, the hope, the love, the largeness,
the freedom, the simplicity, the sublimity of the Gospel, are
wholly excluded from these narrow and gloomy chambers of
Jewish thought.

3. The Superiority of the Cliristian Religion to Plilosoply.

Christianity forms a striking contrast with philosophy in



TIIE EXISTENCE AND EVIDENCE OF REVELATION. 37

‘““its earnestness, method, and aim”; in its “freedom from all

;
attempts at political legislation”; in its comprehensiveness as
“the religion of humanity ”; in the purity and loftiness of its
moral principles and precepts; in its adaptation to the lowest
as well as the highest strata of society ; and in its possession
of “a moral and spiritual power adequate to effect the
regeneration of mankind.”!

Philosophy is impotent in the presence of sin. The gospel
of Christ is mighty to deliver from sin. Ihilosophy is a sea
of ever-fluctuating speculations. Christianity is a stable rock
standing unmoved and immovable amid the waves. The
one is a barren field, the other a fruitful garden. The one
cxercises the head, the other changes, fills, and satisfies the
heart. The one pursues a devious path, descending to the.
precipice of despair and destruction; the other patiently
leads upward in the sublime stairway of progressive spiritual
attainments, bright with the hope of immortality. The
one, in spite of its lofty pretensions, is but the thought or
mind of man without God ; the other, in spite of its lowly
garb, is the thought, the mind, and heart of God with man!

4. The Character of Christ.

It has been admirably said that while “ Plato in his specu-
lations conceived of the contemplation of #e abstract idea of
the gvod as one which might elevate to higher holiness the
most advanced students of philosophy, Clhristianity has wn-
Jolded this divine idea of goodness i the person of Jesus Christ
in a form which is capable of acting on every member of the
human family. What the philosopher could only dream of
in his study as the privilege of the select few, Jesus Christ
has manifested in His life as the property of all. Philosophy,
in groping after truth, stumbled on speculations which
Christianity has realized.”?

' Row, “ Bampton Lectures,” 1877, pp. 141-101.
2 Jbid., p. 174.
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As all colours are blended in Light, so all the elements of
moral perfection are united in the character of Jesus Christ.
The incomparable description of charity or love in the 13th
chapter of 1st Corinthians dcconiposcs the pure ray of Love
into its component colours, while the character of Christ re-
composes all these component colours into the bright beam of
their native living unity.

Jesus Christ is the law of love exhibited in actual life.
No one virtue predominated in His perfection. In Him
cvery virtue was harmoniously developed. Moses was the
meekest of men, David the bravest, Solomon the wisest,
Pcter the boldest, John the most loving, Paul the most
devoted ; but Jesus Christ not only excelled all these, but
united thcir perfections. In Him the most oppositec per-
fections werc conjoined, meekness and majesty, exaltation and
condescension, justice and grace, glory and humility, obedience
and dominion, sovereignty and resignation, self-sufficiency
and trust, worthiness of good and patience under the suffer-
ing of evil.t

The blending of the elements of wisdom, power, and love in
Jesus Christ is truly incomparable and divine. “ That hand
uplifted while the lips utter an axiom of virtue symbolises
at once perfect Intelligence, absolute Goodness, and irresistible
Potver.” ¢ Antiquity had not conceived,” says Isaac Taylor,
“a worker of miracles in whose course of life and behaviour
the working of miracles showed itself as a secondary and
incidental element, and in whose character Love was of the
substance, while the supernatural faculty was the adjunct
only.”?

“ This threefold cord,” says Professor Birks, “of supcrituman
Power, superliuman Knowledge, and superiuman Goodness,
has its strands so wonderfully and mysteriously interwoven,

1 See Jonathan Edwards’ “Discourse on the Excellency of Christ.”
Works, vol. 1. 680.

o

* “Restoration of Delief,” p. 220.
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that no art of man, though they may be distinguished in
thought, can practically sunder them from each other.”!

Whence has come “the conception of such a character as
that of Christ, which if a fictitious portrait has fixed the gaze
and influenced the destinies of the world more than the
actual history of the greatest of the sons of men”? And
whence has come “its dramatic exhibition in so singular a
series of moral paintings as the parables and miracles present
to us; the exquisite simplicity of the narrative bearing all
the marks of its being history and not fiction ” ? ?

Even infidels have been compelled to ask themselves the
question whether the book which portrays this character can
be human in its origin.

““Is a book,” says Rousseau, “at once so subiilme and simple the work
of man? Can it be that He whose history it relates was Himself a mere
man? Is this the tone of an enthusiast, or of a mere sectary? What
sweetness ! what purity of manners! what touching grace in His in-
structions ! what elevation 1n His maxims ! what profound wisdom in
His discourses ! what presence of mind, what acuteness, what justness
in His replies ! what empire over His passions! Where is the man,
where is the sage, who knew in this way how to act, suffer, and die?
When Plato describes his imaginary good man, covered with the oppro-
brium of crime, yet meriting the rewards of virtue, he paints, trait by
trait, Jesus Christ. . . . What prejudice, blindness, or bad faith does
it require to compare the son of Sophroniscus with the Son of Mary !
What distance between the two! Socrates dies without pain, without
ignominy ; he sustains his character easily to the end.  If he had not
honoured such a life with a death, we should have thought him a sophist.
They say Socrates invented ethics ; but others practised morality before
he taught it. Anstides was just before Socrates described justice ;
Leonidas died for his country before Socrates taught the duty of
patriotism.  Sparta was temperate before Socrates praised sobriety ;
Greece abounded in virtuous men before he defined what virtue is.  Dut
Jesus, where did He find 7/¢ lofty moralily of which He alone gawve both
the lesson and the cxvample? From the midst of a furious fanaticism
proceeds the purest wisdom ; among the vilest of the pcople appears the

1 ¢ Supernatural Revelation,” p. 52.
* Henry Rogers, “ Preface to Lord Lyttelton on the Conversion and
Apostleship of St. Paul.”
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most heroic and virtuous simplicity. The death of Socrates, tranquilly
philosophizing among his friends, is the sweetest one could desire ; that
of Jesus, expiring amid torments, abused, ridiculed, cursed by a whole
people, 1s the most horrible which one could fear. . . . Yes; 1if

Socrates lives and dies like a philosopher, Jesus lives and dies like a
God !”

As the edges of dark clouds reflect at sunset the splendour
of the sinking luminary, so the woes encompassing the life
and death of Jesus were glorified by the presence of His
moral loveliness. In Him purity and pity, righteousness
and grace, were enshrined in shame and sorrow without
compare. I‘or the griefs and insults which He endured were
undeserved, and were borne, not only from the purest love,
but in the meckest patience and grace.

There was inexpressible majesty in His humility, wealth
in His poverty, and in His weakness all-victorious strength!
No crown ever worn by earthly monarch can compare for a
moment with His crown of thorns; no earthly throne with
ITis rude and rugged Cross. His passion transformed the
instrument of the lowest shame into the symbol of the loftiest
glory ; it has made the Cross to become the standard of
victory, the object of faith, the image of love, the inspiration
of hope, and the theme of perpectual praise.

The character of Christ reflects moral glory upon the Book
of which it is the central feature. The Bible stands or falls
with Jesus Christ.  He is the pillar and sun of its system.
Prophets and apostles were only His ministers and adjuncts.
“The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” Scrip-
ture is void and meaningless apart from Christ. It was made
to witness to Him. It fits Him, and clings to Him as His
garment, l1lis seamless robe “woven from the top through-
out.” Through its folds we see and feel His form. His
truth and holiness imply and involve the truth and holiness
of the Scripture which reveals Him, and bears the impress of
His character, and the seal of His authority.
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5. T/ Conversion and Character of Paul the Apostle.

A large part of the New Testament is occupied with the
history and writings of the Apostle Paul. The fidelity of
the record is strikingly confirmed by ‘the recondite coin-
cidences and conformities between the Acts and the
Epistles,” whose links of connection and harmony are “too
deep and too oblique to answer the purposes of fraud; too
numerous, intricate, and minute, to be the result of acci-
dent.”

The life and character of Paul afford a strong and simple
argument for the truth of Christianity.

Paul had nothing to gain by being a Christian, but every-
thing to lose. No desire of wealth, or fame, or power can
explain his conduct. IHis confession of Christ brought upon
him the most cruel and relentless persecutions from both Jews
and Gentiles. The spirit in which he met and sustained
these persecutions was above all praise. His charity and
sincerity were transparent. He lived a life of ceaseless toil
and poverty, supporting himself by manual labour. He died
as a martyr for the faith which for long yecars he had con-
sistently professed.

Paul the Apostle was evidently no impostor ; nor, on the
other hand, was he a mere ent/iusiast, a reed shaken with the
wind, a man of unbalanced mind, swayed by wild fancies, and
fallacies of the imagination, the sport of passion, or the prey
of insanity. He was pre-eminently rational. His burning
zeal was tempered with prudence, and sweetened with
charity and gentleness. TIirm in matters of principle, in
things of secondary importance he was pliant, becoming
“all things to all men” that he might secure their highest
interests., His holiness was not characterised by gloomy
separateness or stern austerity, but by “the simplicity of a
good life.” No trace of pride or vain-glory marred his spirit.
He owned himself to be the chief of sinners, and gave all
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the glory of the change which had been wrought in his
character to the grace of God. The morality he taught
and exemplified was that of the 13th of 1st Corinthians,
the morality of pure, unselfish, universal love. This love
he exalts above all other gifts and graces. What sobriety
he taught in his pastoral epistles, exhorting the aged men
to be sober, grave, temperate, and the young men to be
sober-minded ; urging Titus to be “a pattern of good works,”
characterised in his teachings by “uncorruptness, gravity,
sincerity, sound spcech that cannot be condemned, that he
that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil
thing to say of you”! Are these the words of a mere en-
thusiast? How nobly reasonable was Paul in the presence
of his judges! When rashly charged by I‘estus with being
beside himself, how calm, how firm, how deferential is his
reply : “I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak forth
the words of truth and soberness” ! With what wisdom and
boldness does he appeal to the knowledge possessed by
Agrippa of the truth of the historic facts to which he testified,
and of their prediction in prophecy ! How grandly he brings
in his judge as his witness! “The king knoweth of these
things, before whom I speak freely, for I am pérsuaded that
none of these things are hidden from him, for this thing was
not done in a corner!” How boldly he appeals to the con-
victions of his judge! “King Agrippa, believest thou the
prophets? I know that thou believest!” What courage,
what sincerity, what charity shine in the memorable words
in which he answers Agrippa’s “ Almost thou persuadest me
to be a Christian!”—*I would to God that not thou only,
but also all that hear me this day were both almost and alto-
gether such as I am, except these bonds ” !

Yes, Paul was evidently sincere and sensible ; reason and
affection ruled his soul ; but Zad /e beern deceived by the fraud
of others? and can “all that he said of himself be imputed
to the power of that deceit”? This question has been
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admirably answered by Lyttelton in his famous treatisc on
the Conversion of St. Paul.

“ It was morally impossible,” says Lyttelton, “for the disciples of Christ
to conceive such a thought as that of turning His persecutor into an
apostle, and to do this by fraud in the very instant of his greatest fury
against them and their Lord. DBut could they have been so extravagant
as to conceive such a thought, it was physically impossible for them to
execute it in the manner in which we find his conversion to have been
effected. Could they producc a light in the air which at midday was
brighter than that of the sun? Could they make Saul hear words from
out of that light which were not heard by the rest of the company?
Could they make him blind for three days after that vision, and then
make scales fall off from his eyes, and restore him to his sight by a
word ? DBeyond dispute no fraud could do those things ; but much less
still could the fraud of others produce those miracles subsequent to his
conversion in which he was not passive, but active; which he did
himself, and appeals to in his Epistles as proofs of his Divine mission,
From which it follows that w/ha? /e related to Lave been the cause of /s
conversion, and to have happened in consequence of it, did all really
happen, and therefore the Christian religion is a Divine revelation.”

6. The Evidence of Laperience.

1. The fact of spiritual illumination.

Every real Christian has a witness of the truth and
divinity of the religion of Jesus in his own heart. His ex-
perience corresponds to some extent with that of Paul in
the matter of spiritual illumination. God has shined in his
heart! He has seen Christ in His glory, not with the eyes
of his body, but with those of his mind. He sees Him
thus from day to day as he walks “in the Spirit.” He is
possessed of “aspecial faculty of insight which apprehends
Christ.” He seces the glory of God in the face or person and
work of Jesus. The eyes of his understanding have bcen
cnlightened (IEph. i. 18). His heart has been opened (Acts
xvi. 14). The Scriptures have been opened to him (Luke
xxiv. 32, 45). He has tasted that the Lord is gracious (1

~Pet. ii. 3). He has the witness in himself (1 John v. 10).
His experience is expressed in the words, “Lye hath not
scen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
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man the things which God has prepared for them that love
Him. But God hath revealed then: unto us by His Spirit.

We have received not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit which is of God, that we might know the things which
are freely given tous of God . . . but the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they arc
foolishness unto him : neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. ii. 9-14). The inward
illumination of the true Christian places religion for him on
a basis altogether distinct from that of reason. He appre-
hends it directly by a new and supernatural faculty. He
knows it by a Divine intuition. He exercises in its appre-
hension what has been called the “ Christian consciousness.”
This consciousness does not take the place of revelation, but
interprets and confirms it.

2. The fact of moral renovation.

Lvery true Christian is a new creature. A triple change
has been wrought in him, affecting thought, feeling and will.
He sces differently, feels differently, wills differently from
what he once did, and from the carnal world around. He
believes in Jesus Christ, loves Him, follows Him. He lives
in God's presence. He rejoices in God's salvation. He
brings forth the fruits of righteousness. He grows in grace
as he abides in Christ. All his moral and spiritual ex-
periences confirm the teachings of Scripture.

3. The outward historical proof.

Christian experience attests its divinity both inwardly and
outwardly : inwardly to the individual, outwardly to the
world ; inwardly by consciousness, outwardly by character
and consistency. For eighteen hundred years it has with-
stood the antagonism of the world. It has vanquished the
world’s opposition, and even changed to a great extent the
character of its opponent. The strength of Christian con-
viction manifested in the few, the poor, the feeble, has been
measured against the might of that majestic empire which
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of old subdued the nations, and trod them beneath its fect.
The Christian martyrs conquered. “No intensity of torture
had any means of affecting what was a mental conviction,
and the sovereign thought in which they lived was their
adequate support and consolation in their death.
They faced the implements of torture as the soldier takes his
place before the enemy’s battery . . . and when Rome
at last found she had to deal with a host of Scavolas,
then the proudest of earthly sovereignties, arrayed in the
completeness of her material resources, humbled herself
before a power which was founded on a mere sense of the
unseen.” !
But the Christian Church has not only conquered the
world, she has renewed it. “ A new system of ideas and new
forces ” have been introduced into the world by Christianity.
The “ Gesta Christi ”—the achievements of Christ, are elo-
quent in their testimony to Him. In living for Him, His

)

followers “have lived for the human race.” The proofs lie all
around us in the history of Christian civilization. Christianity
has “ diminished unnatural vices ; taught purity ; put an end
to exposure of children; founded charities and taught more
equitable distribution of wealth ; checked licentious and cruel
sports, and caused humane legislation ; mitigated and under-
mined slavery and serfdom; and elevated woman and
marriage.”? Truly the Gesta Christi have been Gesta Dei.
The practical fruits of Christianity have proved and still
prove it to be Divine.

In conclusion, the comibination of all these evidences, ex-
ternal and internal, to the truth and reality of revelation, is
the central and most commanding feature of their strength.
“The criterion by which, as Lord Bacon says, a true theory
is tested is the symmetrical and mutually sustaining harmony
of its various parts, where, as in the stones of the arch, each

! Newman, “ Grammar of Assent,” p. 477.
2 ¢ Gesta Christi,” Brace, c. x.
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contributes to the stability of the whole”? The proof of
Revelation is cumulative. Each separate proof is conclusive
in itself, while the combination of their testimonies imparts
the highest harmony and strength to the complex structure
of the LEvidences of Revelation—evidences “too various for
enumeration, too personal and deep for words, too powerful
and concurrent for refutation.”

- And now what more shall we say? \We have scarcely
begun to set forth the evidences which sustain Revelation,
when we are compelled to terminate. Countless volumes
have been written on this theme without exhausting it, and
witnesses to the DBible still multiply. The mighty Past is
speaking. God is bringing forth its testimony. Igypt,
Assyria, Babylon, have broken the silence of ages. The
mouldering monuments, the buried cities, the sandy deserts,
the sculptured rocks have found a voice. Sinai and Petra,
Horeb and Hermon echo the sacred oracles. NMemphis and
Tyre, Tadraor and Nineveh, have risen from their graves.
The painted papyrus, the pictured walls, the stony tablets,
the faded palimpsests, the rusted medals and coins bring
forth their testimony. The ruins, the rivers, the mountains
and the seas cry out, “Tiity WorD 1S TRUTH.” And the
living witness as well as the dead. The Samaritan still
lingers at Sychar; the Jew still wanders in every land. The
Church of Christ still lives, and spreads .throughout the
world, The gospel still regenerates. The promised Spirit
still sanctifies, and witnesses in Christian hearts. In a word
history and experience confirm the Scriptures, and assure us
that through the prophets of the Old Testament and the
apostles of the New, and above all through His Son, God
Himself has spoken to our race; and that the word which
IHe has spoken liveth and abideth for ever.

I Rogers, “ Introd. to Lyttelton’s St. Paul,” p. 70.
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TESTIMONY OF SCRIPIURE.

N the previous chapters, which are intended to introduce
the main subject of the present work, we have en-
deavoured to sct forth briefly the leading evidences for the
conclusion that Nature is the work of God, and Scripture
His Word. We now turn to the question of #Ze rclation
existing between the two, or more broadly speaking the
connection of the Natural and the Revealed.

The conclusion which we have sought to establish that
Nature and Scripture are both from God, not only involves
the further conclusion that they are mutually connected,
but indicates to some extent the probable character of their
connection. Nature and Revelation are as we have seen two
books by the same author, two parts of one system. s fwo
books by the same autiwr, they may be expected to bear the
stamp or impress of the same mind. As #wo parts of one
system, the scheme of things exhibited in Nature, and that
set forth in Revelation must be linked together by mutual
adjustments, and probably in a variety of ways. And the
superiority of the moral and spiritual to the physical and
material, points to the conclusion that the system of Nature
is subservient to the system made known by Revelation; that
the lower is centred in the higher, rather than the higher in
the lower; that the Natural is centred in the Revealed, or in
other words that Creation is centred in Christ.

To investigate the relation between the Natural and
Revealed is the object of the present work. DBut here it is
necessary to guard at the outset against a fundamental mis-

C. C. 49 4
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conception as to our method and aim. In attempting to
trace the connection between the Natural and Revealed, we
seck and expect 7o confirm: the teachings of Revelation, but
we have 1o intention or desire to build IFaithh on Reason.
Science and philosophy are not the foundations of the faith
of Christians. Their faith rests directly on the “testimony ”
and “power” of the living God. (1 Cor ii. 1, 4.) But
though natural knowledge and human reason are not the
basis of faith, they may serve to confirm, and even to enlarge
divinely given faith. “We must mark the difference,” says
Dr. John Duncan, “between minds wishing to add to their
faithh Fnowledge, and minds wishing to drag all faith to the
bar of knowledee; the difference between wishing to found
faith upon philosophy, and to deepen faith by philosophy.”?
“Philosophy,” he strikingly adds, “was born a pagan, but
she may become Christian, and should be christened ¢ Mary.’
She may be proud to sit at Jesus’ feet.”

It is the more important to bring forward the witness of
Naturc to Revelation in the present day, because the testi-
mony of Nature is misrepresented by many, and made to
appear opposed to Revelation. There is a “ Science falsely
so called,” which is opposed to Revelation, but this must
be distinguished from true science. “Therc is no small
difference,” says Bacon, “between the idols of the human
mind, and the ideas of the Divine mind—that is to say
between certain idle dogmas, and the real stamp and im-
pression of created objects as they are found in Nature.”?
As far as Science is knowledge, and Philosophy is wisdom,
revealed truth has nothing to fear from either the one or the
other. Truth can never be the antagonist of truth, though
the harmonization of truth with truth may at times be
difficult, or even with our present knowledge, impossible.
Wherever it exists the apparent opposition of truth to truth

¥ Dr. John Duncan, “ Colloquia Peripatetica,” p. 20.
2 Bacon, “ Novum Organum,” xxiii.



TESTIMONY OF SCRIPTURE. !

must arisc from a defect in the knowledge or skill of the
observer, and be capable of resolution with increased know-
ledge, and superior power of insight.

We commence our examination of the Connection of the
Natural and Revealed by placing boldly in the forefront
the testimony of the Word of God as to the relation of Crealion
to Christ, giving that testimony as far as possible in the
words of Scripture.

TESTIMONY OF SCRIPTURE AS TO

THE RELATION OF CREATION TO CIIRIST.

1

“In the beginning was THE WORD, and the Word was WITH GOD,

and the Word was Gop.”? . ., “That Eternal Lifc which was with the

, Father, and was manifested to us.”? . . “THE ONLY

Jesus Christ was C e » 3

e Word BEGOTTEN SON which is in the bosom of the Father.”:
“THE IMAGE OF THE InvisipL: Gob.”*

“The brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person.”?
Even Jesus Christ who said, “ Before Abraham was, I AM,” 6

who was from the beginning “IN THE ForM OF GoD,”7 . . sharing

divine “ glory ”? with the Iather ¢ before the world was.” 3

“ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM” (8¢ avrod, through Him) “and
without Him was not anything made that was made ;”? . . “for By HiM
WERE ALL THINGS CREATED THAT ARE IN HEAVEN
AND THAT ARE IN EARTH, whether they be thrones, or
. dominions, or principalities, or powers, all things were
created by Him,”! . . of whom it is written, “Thou, Lord, in the
beginning hast laid the foundations of the ecarth, and the heavens are
the work of Thine hand,”' . . for “There is but one God, the
Father, OF WHOM ARE ALL THINGS,” . . ‘“and one Lord Jesus Christ,

A5 the Agent of BY \VHO.\I‘ ARE ALL THINGS,”!? therefore the Scripture

God the Father. speaks of “ GOD WHO CREATED ALL THINGS BY JESUS

HRIST,” 13 and declares that by His instrumentality God
““made the worlds.” *

He created all
things.

1 John i. 1. 2 1 John i. 2. 3 John i. 18. 4 Col. 1. 15.
5 Ieb. i. 3. 6 John viii. 58, 7 Phil. ii. 6. 8 John xvil. §.
® John i. 3. 10 Col. i. 16. 11 eb. i. 10. 12 1 Cor. viil. 6.

13 Eph. iii. 9. 14 Ieb. i. 2.
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He sustains continually the worlds He created, “ CPHOLDING ALL
THINGS by the word of His power”! . and 1IN
HIM ALL THINGS CONSIST,”? or stand together as a
united systematic whole (r¢ wdvra €v adrg gvvéornkey).

He upholds and
unites all things.

“All things” were created “For Hiy”3 He is “the Heir”*
of “all things,” 3 for “the Father loveth the Son,

and hath given all things into Hishand ;”® . . asthe
Son Himself said, “ All things that the Father hath are

and again, ““ Thine are Mine.,” 3

All things were
made for Him.

Mine,”7

To redeem the world “ HE EMPTIED HIMSELF ”? (éavrov éxévagev) of
“THE FORM OF GoD,” and took “THE FORM OF A SERVANT,” ! and
“was made in the likeness of men,”'* . . assuming
“the seed of Abraham?” ! and of David,"
being born of a virgin,* and laid as an infant “in
a manger,”*® . , for “THE \WORD BECAME FLESH
AND DWELT AMONG US, full of grace and truth,” 1° as “ EMMANUEL,
which being interpreted is, GOD WITH US.” Y7 Thus sent by the
Father He ‘“came down from heaven,”'® . . came “from above”"
. “came into the world to save sinners,”* and was called
“JEsUs,” which means Jehovah the Saviour, for He ‘“shall save His
people from their sins.”*' . . “He was in the world, and the world
was made by Him, and the world knew Him not,” ** “He came
to His own and His own received Him not,”?% . . He “was despised
of men,” “a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief,”** . . forin
His “grace” Dbeing “rich, He became poor, that we through His
poverty might be rich,”® . . ‘“and being found in
fashion as a man,”? “holy,”* yet “in the likeness of
sinful flesh,”*® “HE HUMBLED HIMSELF AND BECAME
OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS.” %

I lozve and
mercy He became
man.

And dred for

nicn.

“WHoM GOD HATH RAISED UP, having loosed the pains of death ;

C ] 4 ] ]
Cod raised Eim because it was not possible that He should be holden

From ﬂwa,e[m,a”dof it.”% . . God raised His Son from the dead
hichly exalted ‘“according to the working of His mighty power” 3!
Hin. . . and ‘“HATH HIGHLY EXALTED Hiy ”3?

1 Meb. i. 3. 2 Col. i. 17. 3 Col. i. 16. 1 Matt. xxi. 3S.

5 John xiii. 3. 6 Tohn iil. 35. 7 John xvi. 135, 8 John xvii. 10.

Y Phil. ii. 7.
13 Matt. i. I.

17 Matt. i. 23.
?1 Matt. 1. 21.
* 2 Cor. viil. 9.

29 Phil. ii. 8.

10 Phil, ii. 7.
M Matt. 1. 23.

18 John vi. 38.

22 John i. 10.
26 Phil. ii. 8.
80 Acts ii. 24.

11 Phil. ii. 7.
15 Luke ii. 7.

19 Tohn viii. 23.

23 Tohn 1. 11.
7 Ieb. vi. 26.
31 Eph. i. 10.

12 1leb. ii. 16.
16 Tohn 1. 14.
20 1 Tim. i. 15.
2 Tsa. liii. 3.
28 Rom. viil. 3.

32 Phil. ii. q.
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“and sct Him AT HIS OWN RIGHT HAND in the heavenly places,”!
“the right hand of the throne of the majesty in the heavens,”* . .
saying to Him, ““SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND UNTIL I MAKE THINE
ENEMIES THY FOOTsTOOL.”® . . andgave Him “all power in heaven
and in earth,”?and “a name above every name,”3 . . and exalted
Him “far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion,
and every name that i1s named not only in this world but also in that
which is to come, and HATH PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET, and
gave Him to be the head over all things to the Church which is His body,
the fulness of Him that filleth all in all,” ¢ for Christ “descended first
into the lower parts of the earth,” and then “ascended up far above all
heavens, that He might fill all things,”7 . . and having “led
captivity captive” “gave gifts unto men,”® . . and is now “in the
midst of the throne,”? . . seated with His FFather “1N HIS THRONE,” !V
“crowned with glory and honour” . .| “ANGELS, AND
AUTHORITIES, AND POWERS BEING MADE SURJECT UNTO Hia,” 2
as it is written, “ As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me,
and every tongue shall confess to God,” '3 and again, “ THAT AT THE
NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW OF THINGS IN HEAVEN,
AND THINGS ON EARTH, AND THINGS UNDER THE EARTH, and that
every tongue should confess that JESUS CHRIST IS LORD, to the glory of
God the Father.” !4

“In Him dwelleth ALL THE FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD BODILY,
and ye are complete in Him, which is the head of all principality and
power” ;1 “for it pleased the Father that in Him should
all fulness dwell ; and having made peace through the
blood of His cross, BY HIM 170 RECONCILE ALL THINGS
UNTO HIMSELF; by Him I say, whether they be things on earth, or
things in heaven.”!* “In whom we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of (God’s) grace.” '

His reconciling
work.

“Wherein He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence,
having made known unto us THE MYSTERY OF HIS WILL, according to
His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself ;-
THAT IN THE DISPENSATION OF THE FULNESS OF
TIMES, HE MIGHT GATHER TOGETHER IN ONE ALL
THINGS IN CHRIST, BOTH WHICII ARE IN HEAVEN, AND WHICH ARE
ON EARTH, EVEN IN Hn”B  For “in the days of the voice of the
seventh angel THE MYSTERY OF GOD SHALL BE FINISHED, as He hath

His cominy
kingdom.

1 Eph. i. 20. 2 HeDb. viii. 1. 8 ITeb. 1 13. 4 Matt. xxviil. 18.
5 Phil. 1. 9. 6 Iiph. i 21-23. 7 Eph. iv. 9, 10. 8 Eph. iv. 8.

¥ Rev. v. 6. 10 Rev. iii. 21. 11 Heb. ii. 9. 121 Pet. il 22.
13 Rom. xiv. 11. 14 Phil, ii. 10, IT. 15 Col. ii. 9, 10. 16 Col. i. 19, 20.

17 Eph. i. 7. 13 Iiph. i. 8-10.
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declared to His servants the prophets.”! As it is written, “ The seventh
angel sounded, and there were great voices in heaven saying, THE
KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD ARE DECOME THE KINGDOMS OF OUR
LorD AND or His CHRIST, AND HLE SHALL REIGN FOR EVER AND
EVER ;72 “KING OF KINGS AND LORD oF LORDS,” 3 for * the Son of Man
SHALL COMEL IN HIS GLORY, AND ALL TIE HOLY ANGELS WITH HIM,
THEN SHALL HE SIT UPON THE THRONE OF HIs GLORY, and before
Him shall be gathered all nations;”* “In the day when God shall
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ ;7”3 ““For the Father judgeth
no man, but HATH COMMITTED ALL JUDGMENT UNTO THE SON, that
all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father””?®
“Then shall the King say to them on His right hand, Come ye blessed
of My Father, INHERIT THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM
THE I'OUNDATION OF THE WORLD.”?

Then when this mortal has put on immortality “shall be brought to
pass the saying that is written, DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY.” §
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all

) be made alive, but every man in his own order; Christ
He gives up the . . .
Fingdom to the the ﬁrstfrmts; afterwards they that are Christ’s at His
Fuather. coming. THEN COMETH THE END, when He shall have
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father;
when IHe shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.
For HE MUST REIGN TILL HE HATH PUT ALL ENEMIES UNDER HIs
FEET. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. For He hath
put all things under His feet. But when He saith all things are put
under Him, it is manifest that He is excepted which did put all things
under Him. And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall
the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that putall things under Him,
THAT GOD MAY BE ALL IN ALL.”Y

Theend, when

Of the eternal state the Apostle John beheld a vision which he thus
describes—“ And I saw a new heaven and a new carth, for the first
. heaven and the first earth were passed away.”!'® ¢ And
The Lternal . X

I saw a pure niver of water of life, clear as crystal, pro-

Throne of God . ! / ’
and the Lams. ~ ceeding out of THE THRONE OF GOD AND OF THE
LaMmB.”*  “ And there shall be no more curse, but THE

)
THRONE OF GOD AND OF THE LAMB SHALL BE IN IT; and His
servants shall serve Him ; and they shall see His face, and His name
shall be in their foreheads, . . . and THEY SHALL REIGN FOR EVER
)

AND EVER,”'? Dbeholding His “glory,”® “who is OVER ALL GOD

"Rev. x. 7. 2 Rev. xi. 15. 8 Rev. xix. 16. 4 Matt. xxiv. 31, 32.
5 Rom. ii, 16. ¢ Tohn v. 22, 23. 7 Matt. xxiv. 34. 8 1 Cor. xv. 54.
? 1 Cor. xv. 22-28. 10 Rev. xxi. I. 11 Rev. xxii. 1. 2 Rev. xxii. 3-5.

33 John xvil. 24.
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BLESSED FOR EVER”;! “the Alpha and the Omega, the First and
the Last, the Beginning and the End.”* ¢ Wonderful, Counsellor, the
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace,” . . . of the
‘““increase ” of whose “ government and peace there shall be no end.”?
“To Him be glory and dominion for ever and cver. Amen.”*

From these and other passages it is evident that Scripture
teaches us that all things have been created through the
instrumentality of our Lord Jesus Christ, are upheld by the
word of His power, were made for Him, and shall yet be
gathered together in unity under His manifested headship,—
in a word, that in the measureless realm of creation Christ is
instrumentally first, midst, and last; the mediate cause, centre,

and end of the entire system.

! Rom, ix. 5. 2 Rev. 1. 11, and xxii. 13, % Isa. ix. 6, 7. 4 Rev. 1. 6.



CHAPTER 1.

CLNITRAIIZATION IN THE NATURAL
AND IN THE REVEALED.

HAT Creation is centred in Christ is according to the

foregoing passages the doctrine of Scripture,— “in

Him all things consist.” Does Nature confirm this testi-

mony ? We hold that it does, and in the first place by

its great Law of Centralization ; a Natural Law reaching
into the Spiritual world, where it finds its culmination.

(1) There exists in Nature a universal Law of Centrali-
zation, controlling the inorganic, the organic, and the moral
worlds.

(2) Such a Law similarly exists in Revelation, linking
in unity its various parts, and reigning in the system of
Redemption which it reveals.

(3) The Law of Centralization not only prevails in Nature
and in Revelation, considered separately, but also iz ke
relation of the one to the other., The Natural is centred in the
Revealed.

(4) As the Natural is centred in the Revealed, so the
Revealed is centred in Christ, and thus the whole system of
things, both Natural and Revealed, is centred in Him.

In our study of the Law of Centralization we shall com-
mence by tracing its prevalence in Nature, first in the in-
organic, and then in the organic and moral worlds.

SrtC. 1. CENTRALIZATION IN NATURE.
I. THE HELIOCENTRIC PRINCIPLE.

For many ages men believed in a system of the world
which placed the earth in the centre of the Universe, with

55
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the sun, moon, and planets revolving in their scveral orbits,
and the whole stellar heavens turning around it every twenty-
four hours.

At the commencement of the sixteenth century, when in
the providence of God a marvellous increase of light was
granted in the moral world by means of the Reformation,
and in the realm of literature by the revival of learning, and
the multiplication of books through the use of the newly-in-
vented printing press, Nicholas Copernicus was raised up to
solve the perplexing problem of the movements of the sun
and planets. Repelled by the complexity of the Ptolemaic
theory, he sought a simpler explanation of the celestial
system. He observed that the variable appearance of the
planets in different parts of their orbits seemed impossible to
reconcile with the notion that the earth was the centre of
their revolutions. The planet Mars, when in opposition to
the Sun, is almost as bright as Jupiter, while towards con-
junction it decreases to a star of the second magnitude. The
movements of Mercury and Venus had been explained by
some astronomers of antiquity on the principle that they
revolved around the sun. They had inferred this from the
fact that these planets which rise or set with the sun are seen
alternately on different sides of that luminary. Some of the
ancients, as Pythagoras, had even held that the earth made
an annual journey round the sun. But this view was rejected
as undemonstrated, and contrary to the received system of
philosophy. Undaunted by popular opinion, Copernicus ap-
plied the Heliocentric principle, which seemed to solve the
movements of Mercury and Venus to those of Mars, and
found in doing so that it explained the changes which take
place in its apparent magnitude in different parts of its orbit.
He then advanced further, and shifting in thought the centre
of the revolutions of the remaining planets from the earth to
the sun, and placing the earth with its attendant moon be-
tween Venus and Mars, revolving like the other planets
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around the sun, and rotating on its axis in twenty-four hours,
he studied the various effects which would necessarily follow
in relation to the real and apparent movements of all parts
of the system. The result was a profound conviction of the
truth of the Heliocentric principle. “ By no other arrange-
ment,” says Copernicus, “have I been able to find so
admirable a system of the Universe, and so harmonious a
connection of orbits, as by placing the lamp of the world
(lucernane mundi), the Sun, in the ritidst of the beautiful temple
of Nature as on a kingly throne, ruling the <whole family of
circling stars that revolve around /uim.”

The publication of the work of Copernicus took place at a
remarkable time in the century of the Reformation. Calvin’s
“Institutes” were published in 1535 ; the first session of the
Council of Trent was in 1545 ; the death of Luther in 13546,
and the death of Copernicus in 13543. The great work of
Copernicus was published the same year, only a few days
before the decease of the author. Copernicus and Luther
dicd thus within three years of each other. Unknown the
one to the other they had laboured side by side for half a
century for the establishment of the true system of the world.

A copy of the work of Copernicus lies before me. Itis
entitled “Nicolai Copernici Thorvensis de Revolutionibus
Orbium Calestium.” I place it upon a copy of Ptolemy’s
“ Almagest ; 7 and above the work of Copernicus lay a copy
of Newton’s “ Principia.” How interesting, and how great
the progress in the knowledge of the system of Nature indi-
cated by those three celebrated compositions ? Between the
publication of the first and second of these extended fourteen
centuries ; between the second and third 144 years. To
Ptolemy the earth was the centre of the universe. To
Copernicus the sun was the centre of the terrestrial and
planetary system. To Newton one law of gravitation ruled
the innumerable spheres.

Thus, in these last days, according to the “ sure word of
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prophecy,” “knowledge” has “increased.”  But the mind
cannot rest satisfied with a merely material centre, or a
merely mechanical law, as an explanation of the true system
of the world and of the universe. Life, intelligence, morality,
religion refusec to be ignored. Is there, the mind asks, a
“sun behind the sun,” a moral sun behind the material
luminary, whose glory is “above the brightness” of the star
of day? Is there in the moral world a law which is the
archetype of the law of gravitation in material nature? If
there is, does this law of moral gravitation own that moral
Sun as the supreme centre by drawing and holding to it the
moral universe? And is that central Sun the Lord, Lifc,
and Light of the entire system? Such is, doubtless, the
doctrine of Revelation. Is that doctrine confirmed by the
teachings of nature, history, and experience? We hope to
show that it is. But this can only be done by degrees, a step
at a time. Meanwhile we return to Copernicus and his mar-
vellous demonstration. His discoveries point in the direction
we seek, for he helped to establish the law of Centralization,
and to unveil the material type of the moral system.

We open the work of Copernicus.  Ptolemy wrote in
Greek ; but this and the “ Principia ” are in Latin. How does
Copernicus proceed with his demonstration? He begins
with the most elementary facts and principles. Having
stated ‘“ quod mundus sit sphericus,” he shows “quod terra
quoque spharica sit,” that the system of nature in its motion,
and the form of the earth alike are spherical. In this view
Copernicus followed Ptolemy and other ancient philosophers.
Pliny said, “ We maintain that there are men dispersed over
cvery part of the earth, that they stand with their feet towards
cach other, that the vault of the heavens appears alike to all
of them ; and that they, all of them, appear to tread equally
on the middle of the earth.”! Copernicus refers to the well-

1 Pliny, 1. ii,, c. €4.
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known fact that a vessel seems to descend into the sea as it
increases its distance. His next point is, “ quomodo terra
cum aqua unum globum perficiat ” ; that the earth and the
water form a single globe. The then comparatively recent
voyage of Columbus to America afforded an argument for
this conclusion. America and India occupy opposite parts
of the world. The sphericity of the earth is also proved by
the form of its shadow in eclipses of the moon. His next
step is a reference to the circular movement of the celestial
bodies.  The sun, moon, and planets have such a motion.
He then raises the question, “ An terree competat motus
circularis, et de loco eius,” Has the earth a circular movement,
and what is the place of the earth in the universe? This is
the point he desires to ascertain. It is from the earth that
we observe the heavens. If the earth has a movement, the
heavens will appear to move in a contrary direction. The
heavens appear to be transported from the east to the west
in twenty-four hours ; leave the heavens at rest, and give this
movement to the earth, but from the west to the east, and
you will have the same appearances. Then follows the
question, “ De immensitate cali ad magnitudinem terre,”
of the immensity of heaven in comparison with the earth.
The horizon of the earth divides the heavens in two equal
parts ; therefore the volume of the earth is a point, and this
point is not sensibly distant from the earth’s centre. If the
heavens are so immense, how can we suppose them to revolve
around the earth in twenty-four hours? He next discusses
the reasons which led the ancients to believe that the earth
was immovable in the midst of the universe. Ptolemy feared
that the movement of the earth would scatter all the objects
on its surface into surrounding space. But, says Copernicus,
if the sphere of the stars revolved around the earth in twenty-
four hours, the movement being infinitely greater than that
of the earth on its axis, would have a correspondingly greater
tendency to disperse the stars in space! Thus Copernicus
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turns on the objector his own argument. The daily revolu-
tion of the mighty sphere of the universe would derange the
situation of the heavenly bodies; and the most distant stars
having greater velocity in proportion to their distance would
continually recede, and the heavens have no bounds. The
great explorer of the system then proceeds to demon-
strate the triple movement of the earth—its diurnal revolution
on its axis; its annual revolution round the sun, and a
conical revolution of its axis about an imaginary line per-
pendicular to the ecliptic. The first of these explained the
diurnal movement of the heavens from east to west ; the
second, the annual progress of the sun in the signs of the
zodiac ; the third, the parallelism of the earth’s axis during
the annual revolution, together with the retrograde motion
of the equinoctial points, or the places where the path of the
sun cuts the celestial equator. Copernicus makes the mean
annual precession of the equinoxes to be 50" 12, an amount
which corresponds pretty closely with that assigned by
modern observations.  In order to accomplish his calcula-
tions Copernicus necessarily employed trigonometry, and
proceeds to establish its fundamental principles. He after-
wards deals with the movements of the planets, and shows
how they may be accounted for on the Heliocentric theory.
His explanations were vitiated in measure by the Ptolemaic
notion to which he adhered of the circular form of the
planetary orbits.  Nor were the resulting discrepancies
cleared up till Kepler’s great discovery of the ellipticity of
their paths. The modern demonstration of the spheroidal
figure of the earth has given practical confirmation to the
Copernican theory of its diurnal revolution, while the dis-
covery of the velocity of light and aberration of the stars
has proved the reality of its annual motion.

The use of the telescope has also greatly enlarged our
conceptions of the solar system. The number of worlds
known to Copernicus as circling around the sun was but
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seven, including the eartl’s satellite ; viz.,, Mercury, Venus,
the Earth with its Moon, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn.  Since
the time of Copernicus, the moons of Jupiter and Saturn
have been discovered; the planets Uranus and Neptune,
with their sateilites ; the moons of the planet Mars; more
than threc hundred DPlanetoids, and countless Cometary
members of the solar system. ¢ There exists within the
solar system a variety of size and structure, of motion,
arrangement and aggregation, which is already inconceivable,
and yet, doubtless, but faintly shadows forth the real com-
plexity and richness of the scheme swayed by our sun.”!

We will now consider the sun as the centre of Lig/kt, Heat,
and Aotion.

I. TIIE SUuN AS TIHE CENTRE OF MOTION.

In their various paths the planets, planetoids, satellites,
and comets circle round the sun. Their paths are curved.
Every curve is related to a common centre. All is motion,
yet all is harmony. One power is supreme.

“One of the most important of the sun’s functions,” says Procter, “is
that by virtue of which he rules the motions of his family of planets. By
the exercise of his mighty attractive influence, he continually controls the
tendency which they have to rush tangentially far out into space beyond
the influcnce of his illuminating, heating, and actinic rays. Their swift
orbital motions, combined with the relative stability of their axial pose,
result in producing the orderly succession of the seasons. But this suc-
cession would come to an end, were it not for the stability of the orbital
motion ; and this stability is due to the sun’s overmastering attraction.
To this it 1s due that the paths of the planets, though undergoing con-
tinual processes of variation, yet suffer no sudden changes as respects
their distance from him, or therefore, as respects the period necessary
for a complete revolution. Nay, so perfect is the whole scheme of
governance, that even the processes of slow change take place within
limits, and those limits not very wide. Not merely can the orbits of the
planets suffer no sudden change, but they can neither suffer a great
change nor a permanent change.”

! Procter, ¢ Other Worlds,” p. 226.

9

® “The Sun, Ruler of the Planetary System,” p. 68.
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2. TUE SUN AS TIIE CENTRE OF LIGHT AND HEAT.

The amount of solar heat received by the earth is
enormous. “It has been calculated that on one square mile
exposed at noon under the equator, 26,000 tons of ice would
be melted in an hour ; and fifty million times this amount of
heat is actually received by the earth from the sun every
hour. Were this amount of heat evenly distributed over the
earth’s surface, it would, in the course of a year, suffice to
heat to the boiling point an ocean of frozen water sixty miles
deep.” !

The constant circulation of winds is effected by the action
of solar heat. WWater circulation, with all its marvellous
effects, is carried on from year to year,and age to age, simply
by solar influence. The sun is the all-important reservoir of
life-supporting power, constantly sending its royal tide of
vitalizing light and heat, through all the arteries of the
mundane system. “ Vegetable life, without exception, is
gencrated under the sun’s quickening influence ; without it
not a seed would germinate, not a blade would spring, not a
leaf would shoot, not a bud would burst, not a petal would
unfold, not a flower would bloom, not a fruit would ripen. It
alone raises and distils the dews and rains which feed and
nourish the entire world of plants; it alone dyes the field and
the forest with their verdure; it alone paints the blossom
with its beauty ; and tints with hues of loveliness both carth
and heaven. It gives birth to the breezes which stir the
movements of every leaf and branch, scatter seeds and per-
fumes, and strip away all that has yielded to decay. It is the
joyful parent of spring, and the fruitful fount of summer
wealth and autumnal glory.

“Animals are equally indebted to the sun. Without it none
of the innumerable forms of animal life could for a moment
exist. Without its warmth all muscular power would be

! “ Approaching End of the Age,” p. 24o0.
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paralysed, the frozen blood would fail to circulate, respiration
would cease, and life would become extinct. Its rising and
its setting, its shining and withdrawing, its ascent in summer,
its decline in autumn and winter, and return in spring, control
the cycles and create the boundaries of all the phases of
animated nature ; the sleeping and the waking, the stillness
and the activity, the silence and the song, the action, the
passion, and the repose of innumerable tribes of living
creatures, peopling air and earth and secas,” !

Combining thus these relations, we observe that the sun is
to the entire system the centre of light, heat, and motion,—
the physical centre of unity. The sun is the commanding
centre of support, and the beneficent centre of supply. It
controls and mnourishes. It holds together its family of
worlds, guiding the curve of every path which they pursue,
while at the same time it pours out upon them without stint
or measure the rich flood of its illuminating and vitalizing
minstrations.

3. TiE IHELIOCENTRIC PRINCIPLE IN THE STELLAR
SYSTEM.

To modern astronomy #Ze sun is a star—our nearest star
—and every star is a sun. The stars are “real suns, not
mere lights.” Two hundred years ago Sir Isaa¢ Newton
recognised the similarity of the light of the sun and of the
stars. At the end of the “ Principia ” he says, “ The light of
the fixed stars is of the same nature with that of the sun.”
His working instrument in the study and analysis of light
was the prism ; what would he have said to the revelations
of the spectroscope? We now know that the light which
emanates from every star contains elements identical with
those discovered in the sun. And the stars radiate heat as
well as light. Newton discovered that “lights which differ in

' “ Approaching End of the Age,” p. 247.
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colour differ in refrangibility ”; and that the “light of the
sun consists of rays differently refrangible.” But the spectro-
scope, by the multiplication of prisms, has dispersed or
scparated the refracted rays, so as to constitute a broad band
of colour, and by the use of a narrow s/it, instead of a round
hole, for the admission of light, has given definition to the
various colours, and rendered visible the numerous delicate
transverse lines whose meaning has been interpreted by
modern investigation. These lines cross the spectrum in
hundreds and thousands. Their order is perfectly regular.
And they are produced by the passage of light through
media possessed of absorbing power.

“ Here, then, we are conducted to a remarkable principle, which has
led to the interpretation of the dark lines in the spectrum of the sun.
We find that sodium vapour, when heated, gives out light of a very par-
ticular type, which, viewed through the prism, is concentrated in two
lines. But the sodium vapour possesses also this property, that light
from the sun can pass through it without any perceptible absorption,
save and except of those particular rays which are of the same refrangi-
bilities as the two lines in question. In other words, we say that 7f 7/
heated vaponr of a substance gives a spectrum of bright lines, correspond-
ing to lights of varions refrangibilities, this same vaponr will act as an
opagie screen to lights of those special refrangibilities, while remaining
transparent to light of every other kind. This is a matter of some little
complexity, but it is of such momentous importance in the theory of
spectrum analysis that we cannot avoid giving a further example. Let
us take the element iron, which in a very striking degree illustrates the
law in question. In the solar spectrum some hundreds of the dark lines
are known to correspond with the spectrum of iron. This correspond-
ence 1s exhibited in a vivid manner when, by suitable contrivance, the
light of an electric spark from poles of iron is examined in the spectro-
scope simultaneously with the solar spectrum. It can be shown that
hundreds of the lines in the sun are identical in position with the lines
in the spectrum of iron. DBut the spectrum of iron, as here described,
consists of bright lines, while those with which it is compared in the sun
consists of das/% lines. These dark lines can be completely understood,
if we suppose that the vapour arising from intensely heated iron be pre-
sent in the atmosphere which surrounds the luminous strata on the sun.
This vapour would then, by the law in question, sfof precisely the same
rays as it emz/s when incandescent, and hence we learn the important

C.C. 5
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fact that iron, no less than sodium, must, in one form or another, be a
constituent of the sun.”!

“ A large number of terrestrial substances have been examined, in con-
junction with the solar spectrum, and thus it has been established that
several of the elements known on the earth are present in the sun. These
elements are as follows :(—hydrogen, sodium, barium, calcium, magne-
sium, aluminium, iron, manganesc, chromium, cobalt, nickel, zinc, copper,
titanium, cadmium, strontium, cerium, uranium, lead, potassium.” 2

The spectroscope “ tells us that all the stars are, more or less, like the
sun, for when they are shown in the same manner we find ncarly the
same appcarances ; and here, again, in the same manner we can tell what
substances are burning in the stars.” ®

The analogy thus traced between e constitution of the sun and that
of the stars, lecads to the conclusion that in all probability there is an
analogy between the usc or service rendered by the sun and that which
is rendered by the stars. The sun, as we have seen, is the centre of
light, heat, and motion to a family of dependent worlds. We can hardly
suppose that the sun in this respect is an exception, a solitary exception
among the myriads of suns which shine in the universe. If not ; if, in-
stead of becing an exception, it is a sample of countless suns, then there
must cxist around us an infinity of planetary worlds invisible to the
highest powers of the telescope, and the law of centralization which we
know prevails in stellar systems in the form of gravitation, must also pre-
vail in the collocation of primary and secondary, of sun and planct,
throughout the star-strewn realm of infinitude.

““The stars, of whatever their interiors may be composed, present to
us on their exteriors a bright surface, which is called the photosphere ;
outside this photosphere, as outside the surface of our earth, is an a#izo-
sphere composed of vapours. The materials of the photosphere are at
an intense heat : so hot are they, that although they consist of mefals
and other substances, they exist in a /Zguzd or vaporous state, these states
being the effect of heat. We can render this intelligible by taking water
and 1ron as instances : when both are in a solid state, we get ice and
hard iron ; if we apply heat, we melt both ice and hard iron into water
and molten iron,—we know that it requires more heat to melt iron than
it does to melt ice. Having got both into a liquid state, additional heat
will turn the water into steam, and the molten iron into iron vapour ; but
again the heat required to vaporise the iron is vastly grcater than that
required to turn the water into steam—how much greater may be
gathered from the fact that while ice melts at o° of the centigrade ther-

' Ball, “ Story of the Heavens,” pp. 448, 449.
2 1bid., p. 449.
* Lockyer, “ Astronomy,” p. 233.
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mometer, iron only melts at 2,000° : #he feat required to produce irosn-
steam or vapounr is not known. The degree of heat thercfore present in
the photospheres of the stars exceeds our measurement. Do we know
anything of the substances which throw out this heat, and therefore ight ?

Beta Pegasi contains hydrogen, magnesium, sodium, and perhaps
barium.

Sirius ’ hydrogen, magnesium, sodium, and iron.

Alpha, Lyrzxe (Vega) |, hydrogen, magnesium, sodium, and iron.

Pollux ’ hydrogen, magnesium, sodium, and iron.

“It is remarkable that the elements most widely diffused among the
stars, including hydrogen, sodium, magnesium, and iron, are some of
those most closely connected with the living organisms of our globe.” !

1I. Tine LAaw OF GRAVITY.

The law of centralization, whose operation is secen in the
disposition or arrangement of sun and planets, is further, and
far more remarkably and widely exhibited in the existence
and dominion of the universal law of gravitation. Gravita-
tion is a centralising force; a force “by which bodies are
drawn, or impelled, or tend towards a point as to a centre,” ?
The weight of a body is “the centripetency, or propcnsion
of the whole body towards the centre.” Itis “an endeavour
and propensity of the whole towards a centre, arising from
the propensities of the several parts taken together.” 3 It is
“greater in a greater body, less in a less body ; itis greater
near to the earth, and less at remoter distances.” This force
cxtends to the planets and the sun. “Ifach planet is acted
upon by @ jforce dirccted towards tle sun, and varying in-
versely as the square of the distance from the sun”* It
even extends to the stars. The orbits of the double or
binary stars exhibit the sway of the same force as that

which guides and controls the paths of the planets.
! Lockyer, “ Astronomy,” pp. 23, 26.

? Newton, “ Principia,” Def. 3.

Z1bid., Def. 8.

BalP’s “ Elm. of Astron.,” p. 309.
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Newton's work, unfolding “ the most magnificent discovery
that was ever made by man—the principle of universal
oravitation,” is “ justly considered by all men as the greatest
of the monuments of human genius.” !

This great discoverer “was singularly endowed with all those qualities
which enable the mind to unfold the laws of the material world. He
could detect with a glance the distinctive features of natural phenomena,
and with marvellous sagacity divine the principles on which they de-
pended. \With these valuable qualities he combined a proneness to
generalization, which constantly led him to connect together the facts
he was contemplating, and advance from them to more comprehensive
views of the operations of nature. IHe possessed also powers of
mathematical invention adequate on all occasions to surmount the
difficulties he might encounter, either in ascending by induction to
general laws, or in subsequently redescending from them to the cx-
planation of their various consequences  When we consider, moreover,
that he was imbued with an extreme love of truth, which induced him
to reject all speculations, however ingenious and beautiful, which werc
not reconcilable with facts ; that his whole soul was wrapped up in the
study of nature and her works, and that he possessed in an extraordinary
degree the power of concentrating the whole energies of his intellect
upon the object of his researches, we may form some conception of the
advantages under which he approached the examination of physical
questions. It is, in fact, in consequence of his possession of all these
qualities in so high a degrec that he stands without a rival among ancient
or modern philosophers.

‘“The transcendent powers of Newton’s intellect are equally discernible
in his inductive assent to the principle of gravitation, and in his subsequent
developement of its numberless consequences. Notwithstanding the
sagacity he exhibited in connecting the fall of a stone at the surface of
the earth with the motion of the moon in her orbit, and both of these
phenomena with the motions of the planets round the sun, he would in-
evitably have failed in establishing this sublime conception as a physical
truth, if he had not also possessed sufficient mathematical genius to solve
the problem of central forces for an orbit of variable curvature. To
those who are acquainted with the state of mechanical science in
Newton’s time it would be superfluous to mention that the highest powers
of invention were indispensable for this purpose. When we reflect on
the fact that Kepler spent a considerable part of his life in vain efforts to
establish a connection between the motion of the planets and the con-

! “Anal. View of Sir I. Newton’s ‘ Principia,’” by Lord Brougham, p. 1.
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tinual agency of some physical principle, that the question entirely
escaped the sagacity of Galileo, and that Huygens, although in complete
possession of the laws of motion, was unable to advance in its solution
beyond the case of a circular orbit, we may well imagine the obscurity
in which it was enveloped, and the mathematical difficulties which the
investigation must have offered. IEven when Newton had succeeded in
this research, he merely established the mutual gravitation of the planets,
according to the law of the inverse square of the distance ; but he was
not also enabled to extend the same principle to the ultimate particles
of whicli the masses of the planets are composed. In order to effect
this object, and thereby to establish the law of gravitation in its widest
generality, he was compelled to determine the effect of the attraction
of a spherical agglomeration of particles. The problem is of a totally
opposite nature to the one already referred to; for here we have an
infinite number of particles in juxtaposition, all attracting the body with
unequal intensities and in different directions. Its intricacy is manifest
at first sight ; nor was this circumstance compensated by any preliminary
hints calculated to facilitate its solution, for the mere conception of such
a problem had not yet occurred to any mathematician. Newton, how-
ever, again triumphed over opposing difficulties, and thus succeeded in
riveting, with the bonds of demonstrative reasoning, all the links of his
magnificent generalization.” !

The mode by which Newton reached his discoveries was
thus described by himself: “I keep the subject constantly
before me, and wait till the first dawnings open slowly, little
by little, into a full and clear light.” On another occasion,
when some of his friends were complimenting him on the
great results he had achieved, he replied, “ 1 know not what
the world will think of my labours, but to myself it seems to
me that I have been but as a child playing on the seashore;
now finding some pebble rather more polished, and now some
shell rather more agreeably variegated than another, while
the immense ocean of truth extended itself unexplored before
me.”  “ What a lesson of humility is here conveyed to those
explorers of nature who cannot congratulate themselves on
the discovery even of such shells and pebbles as those which
adorn the cabinet of tlie Principia.” ?

! “History of Physical Astronomy,” Grant, pp. 33, 34 > 1bid., p. 4o.
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1II. CENTRALIZATION IN TIHE MINERAL WORLD.

When we descend from a general examination of the
attractions which hold together the various bodies of which
the material universe is composed, including the suns and
planets of its several systems, to a study of the mineralogical
laws which regulate the symmetric forms assumed by the
inorganic materials of the visible world, we find that the
law of centralization still prevails, though the mode of its
operation is different. In the mineral kingdom solid
bodies are met with in great variety, bounded by plain,
smooth surfaces. Such bodies are termed crystals. “The
leading property of crystals, as distinguished from mere
geometrical solids, is the invariability of the angles between
corresponding faces in different individuals of the same sub-
stance. The character of the symmetry varies in different
groups of crystals, and forms the basis of their classifica-
tion into systems.” ' T/e law of crystallisation is a law of
centralization.  The crystallizing force is a tendency in
mineral matter to assume symmetric forms around certain

centres of arrangement. In crystallization symmetry is *

a
similar arrangement of two or more corresponding forms
round a conmmnon centre” *  “ The imaginary line round which
the parts of a crystal are symmetrically disposed is called

the axis of symmetry, or simply the axis of the crystal.”

IV. CENTRALIZATION IN THE ORGANIC WORLD.

To the intelligent eye the spectacle presented by organized
nature transcends in wonder that revealed by the inorganic
world. A simple pond covered with the leaves and flowers
of water plants, and filled with innumerable microscopic
creatures_in ceaseless activity, rotating, circling, pursuing,

' Bauerman, “ Systematic Mineralogy,” p. 7.
® Miller, ¢ Inorganic Chemistry,” p. 98.
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and multiplying, is more marvellous than any number of
lifeless objects, shining in space. A single microscopic
plant, the volvoxr globator, is a more complex and wonderful
system than the planet Saturn with all its rings and moons.
“When examined with sufficient magnifying power the
wolvor is seen to consist of a hollow sphere, composed of a
very pellucid material, which is studded at regular intervals
with minute green spots, and which is often traversed by
green threads connecting these spots. F¥rom each of the
spots proceed two long flagella, so that the entire surface
is beset with these lashing filaments, to whose combined
action its movements are due. Within the external sphere
may generally be seen from two to twenty other globes, of
a darker colour, and of various sizes; the smaller of these
are attached to the inner surface of the investing sphere, and
project into its cavity; but the larger lie freely within the
cavity, and may often be observed to revolve by the agency
of their own flagella.” * Here are revolving, self-multiplying
spheres, sphere within sphere! The planet Saturn cannot
reproduce itself; the wolvov globator can to any extent
endlessly !

A cloud of gnats mounting on the wind exhibits powers
of a loftier kind than a cloud of stars swept forward by an
external impulse. A gnat on the wing conquers the gravity
which chains the globe. Its movements are self-directing.
It is a living, sentient entity, in which the most diverse parts
and powers arc crowded and combined.

1. Centralization in the Vegetable World.

The law of centralization which we have traced in in-
organic nature, is found to prevail in the organic world. The
solar system is not more truly centralized in its structure
than the humblest plant by the wayside. Every plant grows
from a centre. In every plant the organs are attached to a

' Carpenter, “ Microscope and its Revelations,” p. 479.
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centre. The root, stem, and leaves constitute a centralized
unity. The root is the descending portion, and the stem the
ascending portien, of the axis. As in the solar system there
is a common axis of support and motion, ministering supplies
of a life-sustaining character, so in the plant. The axis of
the plant supports the leaves, flowers and fruits, and supplies
them with nourishment. The two systems, however different,
are associated by a common principle.

The varied currents circulating in plants are centralized.
The ascending, descending and ramifying movements have a
relation to a centre of supply.

Higher orders of plants have a more marked concentration
of structure than lower ; the endogens than the acrogens, and
the exogens than the endogens. In the endogens the ex-
terior part of the stem is more solid than the interior ; in the
exogens, or highest order of plants (that including forest
trees), this is reversed. The hardest wood is in the centre of
the trunk, surrounding the pith, and the plant grows by
adding an external circle or layer of wood every ycar.

2. Centralization in the Animal World.

The name zoophite means “plant animal” The lowest
animals are plant-like, and have the form of an axis with
surrounding branches or leaves. Corals have branches
ranged round a stem. In polyps the leaves, so to speak, be-
come limbs. In the “sea anemones’ the petal-like tentacles
collect the food, and are arranged in bundles or rows round
the mouth. The bodies of zoophites have a circular plant-
dike form. Many zoophites are rooted. The limbs of the
Radiata, as the name implies, are arranged as rays round a
-centre.

From the lowest to the highest orders of animals gerfection
1S 1 proportion to the * concentration of the central masses of the
nervous systen.”  In the lower forms there is a marked want
-of such concentration. In the lowest animals no nervous
filaments have been discovered. In the Mollusca the nervous
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system consists of two long cords dilated into ganglia. In
the Articulata “the nervous centres are arranged in two
parallel lines along the whole length of the body, forming a
series of double ganglia, or brains, belonging apparently to
the individual segments of which the animal is composed.
As the articulata become more perfect in théir outward form,
the number of the brains becomes diminished, while their
proportionate size increases ; and thus in the carnivorous in-
sects, Arachnida, and Crustacea, they are all united into a
few great masses, which, becoming the general centres of the
entire system, admit of a perfection in their external senses, a
precision in their movements, and an energy of action, of
which the detached character of the ganglia in the lower
tribes was incapable.”

In the Vertebrates “the arrangement of the nervous centres
indicates the greatest possible concentration and developmeit.?

In the mollusca and articulata muscles are attached to a
hard external s/ke/l or ring; while in the vertebrates the at-
tachment is to an internal organized sicleton. The fulcrum of
force in the higher animals is more centralized than in the
lower. In man both osseous and nervous centralization
reach their highest development.

LLaw oF DUAL CENTRALIZATION.

Plants are mono-centric; animals are di-centric. In plants
the various parts and organs, and the movements of circula-
tion have reference to a common life centre. Animals, in
addition to a centre of life, possess a centre of motion. In the
higher animals this dual system is seen in its pefection. The
heart and the head, in the vertebrates, are Hemal and Neural

Centres connected respectively with the support of life and
the control of movement. In the spinal column a “#ypical

! Jones, “ Animal Kingdom,” pp. 8§-10.
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Vertchra consists of a centre or body around which are ar-
ranged other pieces (called technically apophyses, or project-
ing parts) so as to form two priucipal arches, one superior, the
other tnferior. The upper arch gives protection o nervous
matter, and is hence called neural. The lower arch, called
li@emal, protects blood vessels . . . the body of the vertebra
may be considered the foundation of the arches, and the
neural and haemal spines represent, in position, the keystones
of each. . . . Generally speaking, it is not difficult to
demonstrate that in the chain of bones extending from the
head to the tail inclusive, we have a series of pieces partaking
of the nature of the common typical structures just described.
It is true that some present a near approach to the model,
while in others the real nature of the parts is considerably
masked, so that careful examination is necessary to show the
relation.  Awowwing the type, however, we can explain all de-
partures from it, whether owing to omission or contraction,
adhesion or complication of pieces.” !

The dual system of centralization, which prevails in ani-
mals, especially in those of the higher orders, attaches to #/%e
nervous systeir as connected- with the Haemal and Neural
centres. “In vertebrates the nervous system consists of fwo
distinct parts ; one presiding over animal life, the instrument
of thought, sensation, volition ; and the other over organic
life, regulating nutrition, circulation, respiration, and repro-
duction.” ?

The law of dual centralization, conspicuous in the higher
forms of organic nature, prevails, as we shall show later on, in
the moral world in the relations of history and chronology.

' McCosh, “ Typical Forms,” p. 183.
* “Three Kingdoms of Nature,” Haughton, p. 183,
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\. CENTRALIZATION IN THE MORAL WORLD.

1. Matter is not all that exists in the Universe. Mind also
exists, with its lofty attribute of the moral faculty. Philo-
sophy has recognized the fact. “Two things fill me with
awe,” said Kant, “the spectacle of the starry /lreavens above
us, and that of the moral la:w in the heart of man.”

Man is consciously a dual being, and dwells in a dual
universe.  Extension and thought “constitute two worlds,
co-existing and intermingled, yet without common predicate.”
Of these two worlds, that of extension is external, that of
thought internal. To extension belong length, breadth,
depth, figure, and motion; to thought belong memory,
imagination, reason, affection, will. We are compelled to
distinguish between guantitative and moral relations. They
are so different as to be incapable of expression in the same
terms. And they are differently perceived. Sense witnesses
to the world of matter ; consciousness to the world of mind.
The eye sees beauty, the mind virtue and truth. Our cer-
tainty of the existence of an external material universe is no
greater than our certainty of the existence of an internal
thinking mind, and responsible will. It is as clear to us that
within our bodily frame there is “a substantive being, whose
nature and essence it is to think,” as that there is an objec-
tive world without us. The proof of a moral order is as
irresistible as the proof of material order. The law of con-
science is as real as the law of gravitation. Right and
wrong, as truly as light and darkness, are in everlasting anti-
thesis.

The material heavens are not the loftiest which meet the
gaze of man. “If] after having looked around,” says Naville,
“we turn our regard upon ourselves, we then discover o#/er
leavens, spiritual leavens, in which shine like stars of the first
magnitude those objects which cause the heart of man to
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beat, so long as he is not self-degraded—¢sut/, gooduess,
beauty ; now we feel that we are made for this higher world.
Material enjoyments may claim our will ; we may, in the
indulgence of unworthy passions, pursue what in its essence
is only cvil, error, and deformity ; but, if all the rays of our
true nature are not extinguished, a voice issues from the
depth of our souls, and protests against our abasement.
Our aspirations towards these spiritual excellencies are un-
limited.”

2. The law of centralization prevails in the mutual relation
of the material and moral parts of man's complex nature.
The higher nature, with its mental and moral powers, is not
the exterior, but the interior. The body is the temple of the
soul.

3. Man is a social being. Ivery society exhibits the
operation of the law of centralization. A society is a union
of individuals. The simplest and most fundamental form of
this union is the family. In a well-ordered family authority
is centralized. The growth of civilization is marked by ever-
advancing centralization. TFamilies unite into tribes, tribes
into nations, nations into kingdoms, kingdoms into empires
or confederacies. The heterogenecous multitude becomes an
organized unity, labours are divided, classes and combina-
tions arise for mutual help, and the co-ordination of all the
parts of the social structure is progressively realized.

4. The moral law written in the human heart, whether
transgressed or fulfilled, is a law of unity. It holds a place
in the moral world analogous with that of grawvitativiz in the
material. Virtue or goodness i1s—

‘““A law or disposition which binds man to man by the tic of a common
humanity, and excludes all that operates merely to scparate men, all
affections which tend to introduce discord and conflict: it excludes
malice and anger, and directs to mildness and kindness. Men fecl) 1n
the first place, the kinds of this affection which operate within certain
limited spheres. We feel and conceive the affection of love at first, as
binding togcther the members of the same family, or the same com-
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munity ; but man is capable of extending his love to all mankind, in
proportion as there is unfolded in his mind the conception of #%e coi-
munity of the nature of all men wwitlh his own nature,; the conception of
the common affection, reason and moral sentiments in which all men
participate. With a development of this conception he is led to a love of
man as man, and a desire for the good of all men—an affection which
conforms to our idea of a virtue ; for it is an affection in which all man-
kind are ready to sympathise, and which binds together man as man.” !

VI. TiiE CENTRAIL PRINCIPLE.

'As central in the moral world, which is itself central in
the material, the moral law /Zolds the central place in the
universal systeme. It is the law of laws. Characterised by
the unbiassed and unswerving uprightness, straightness, or
equity of its dictates, it is known as the /Jaw of rig/liteousiess.
Righteousness is simply rightness. In its ultimate analysis
this law of rightness is /Jove, the purest, highest, and most
comprehensive of all principles. Its exclusions and inclu-
sions embrace the entire realm of morality. Love worketh
no ill. Love worketh all good. No more comprehensive
moral principle can therefore exist. As applicable to all
moral beings whatsoever, no higher or greater moral law than
the law of love can be conceived. Universal justice and
benevolence are included in its range, and eternal harmony
in its results. Upon its fulfilment depends the union or
unity of the moral universe. No sacrifice therefore of this
principle can pass unchecked in a universe which deserves
the name. Order and unity must prevail, or the system

perish.
VII. THE HIERARCHICAL CIIARACTER OF THE
SYSTEM OF NATURE.

The principle of Centralization in Nature is further ex-
hibited by the hierarchical character of its system. Throughout

1 Whewell, “ Elements of Morality,” sec. 113.
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its entire order there reigns a /law of Subordination. Lower
forms and functions are subjected to higher; law to law, and
kingdom to kingdom.

1. [norganic nature subscrvcs the organised world.

The sun, moon, earth, and the terrestrial elements serve
the interests of living and animated creatures. The sun
radiates light and heat for the benefit of the organic world.
Solar light shines for the sake of vegetation, and for animals
furnished with the sense of sight.  Solar heat does not pour
down from the heavens to warm lifeless stones and barren
rocks, but to cause living seeds to germinate, flowers to
blossom, fruits to ripen, and fluids in the frames of animals
to circulate. Without such heat the sap in every plant, and
the blood in every animal, would frecze, and all existence
perish. The moon reflects the light of the sun, and cheers
and beautifies the night for the sake of creatures which can
utilize its light and cnjoy its loveliness. The harvest moon,
as its name implies, prolongs its full-orbed splendour just at
the season when its light is most required by man. The
solid earth serves as the foundation which supports innumer-
able structures, possessing higher natures than its own. It
carries its freight of living creatures, like a useful but uncon-
scious ship sailing in the sea of space. The winds and
waters do not circulate for their own sake, but to refresh and
nourish innumerable myriads of plants and animals. The
whole of inorganic nature serves but as the environment of
living things and conscious beings. Inorganic matter has no
will of its own, it has no separate or private end of existence,
but blindly and perpetually obeys the guidance of forces
which co-ordinate its masses and direct its movements for
the benefit of the living and animate creation,.

2. In the vegetable kingdomn inferior forms of life subserve
superior fornis.

Lichens and mosses belong to the lowly order of soil-
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producing plants. All plants serve more or less to produce
soil by their decay, but certain plants are furnished with
special powers connected with their growth and development
for the disintegration of solid inorganic materials, and for
the accumulation of soil for the benefit of plants of a higher
organization.

The tribes of lichens clinging to the face of barren rocks
oradually clothe them with the garment of life, and by their
disintegrating action and decay provide a surface of soil
available for mosses and other humble plants, which in their
turn similarly prepare the way for the support of higher
vegetable forms, The various tribes of grasses, and all the
lower and more perishable plants, including the annuals,
serve indirectly for the nourishment of vegetation of larger
orowth, and more lasting character.

3. Zhe vegetable kingdone subserves the animal.

Vegetation affords food, shelter, covering, medicine,
moisture, and fragrance to the animal world. It transmutes
inorganic materials into organic products suited for the
support of life. It clothes the naked earth with loveliness.
It purifies the air, and restores its life-sustaining powers.
The plant fulfils no separate individual end, but lives and
dies for the animal. Insects and cattle devour its leaves,
birds its secds, and larger animals its roots and fruits. The
honey secreted by the flower does not serve the flower,
but the insect or the bird. The marvellous assortment of
medicinal drugs produced by plants is only of use to animals.
The plant, as an unconscious instrument, ministers to the
wants of higher creatures. It knows nothing of its own
beauty ; it has no perception of its own fragrance; it gives
without generosity or grudging ; it blushes without shame ; it
smiles without gladness; it withers without regret. Its whole
cxistence is a sacrifice rendered to creatures of a loftier
kingdom, possessing powers immeasurably superior to its own.
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4. Lower animal races subserve the interests of Ligher,

As there are soil-producing plants, so there are soil-
producing animals, or animals devoted to building up solid
materials for the basis of higher animal structures, or to the
work of disintegrating inorganic matters to serve for the
indirect support of higher forms of life.  Corals belong to
the first of these, and earth-worms to the second. Lower
animals serve largely as the food of higher; as insects for
birds, the mollusca for the articulata ; the graminivora for the
carnivora. Animals in general minister to the service of
man. The entire animal creation is given into his hand, and
subjected to his dominion. He clothes himself with the
skins or furs of wild animals, with the wool of sheep, the hair
of goats, the plumage of birds, the tissues of the silkworm.
He employs animals to draw weights, to bear burdens, to
chase his prey, or to defend his property. The fish of the
sea, the birds of the air, and the beasts of the field afford

food for his table, or otherwise serve and minister to his
necessities.

5. Z/e material world subscrves the mental.

Matter is the instrument of mind. The human hand and
all the variety of material weapons or implements which it
shapes or wields, are the passive servants of intelligence. In
the body the organs of locomotion, the senses and other.
powers are subservient to the will. ILEvery bone, every
tendon, every muscle obeys the guidance of intelligence. In
surrounding nature the physical realm is a theatre for the
activities of the mind. Further, the solid fabric of the world
gives evidence of having been designed and built up for the
service of intelligent creatures; the marbles, the coals, the
granites, the crystal forms, the chemical elements, the myste-
rious forces, electric, magnetic, all subserve the ends of mind.
Yea, more, the rationality of material nature indicates that
it'is, as a whole, the instrument of mind. Intelligence shines
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through every fold of its fabric, and controls every motion
of its mechanism.

6. The plysical subscrves the nworal.

In the union of soul and body the moral naturc is designed
to exercise dominion over the physical. “When soul and
body are together,” says Socrates, “ nature enjoins the latter
to be subservient and obey, the former to rule and exercise
dominion.”  The bodily appetites owe subjection to the
dictates of reason, and these, again, to the law of conscience.

7. L the vealmn of mind all is subovdinated to moral lazw.

The understanding recognises the rule of moral law, the
existence of duty, the sovereignty of conscience. Con-
science, or the moral sense, the faculty which perceives and
commands right, which condemns and prohibits wrong, is
placed in man’s nature to be his proper governor, “to direct
and regulate all under principles, passions and motives of
action.” Reflection or conscience has a right to supremacy
in human nature.

““That principle,” says Butler, “by which we survey and either ap-
prove or disapprove our own heart, temper, and actions, is not only to
be considered as what is in its turn to have some influence, which may
be of every passion, and the lowest appetites ; but likewise as being supe-
rior, as from its very nature manifestly claiming superiority over all the
others ; insomuch that you cannot form a notion of this faculty—con-
science, without taking in judgment, direction, superintendency. This is
a constituent part of the idea of the faculty, and to preside and govern,
from the very constitution of men, belongs to it. /Zad it strength as it
has right, had it power as it has manifest authorily, it would absolutely
govern the world. As the idea of a civil constitution implies in it united
strength, various subordinations under one direction, that of the supreme
authority, the different strength of each particular member of the society
not coming into the idea; whereas, if you leave out the subordination,
the union, and the one direction, you destroy and lose it. So reason,
several appetites, passions and affections, prevailing in different degrees
of strength, is not that idea or notion of human nature ; but that nature
consists in these several principles considered as having a natural respect
to each otlier, in the several passions being naturally subordinate to the
one superior principle of reflection or conscience. Iivery bias, instinct,
propension within, is a real part of our nature, but not the whole. Add

C.C O
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to these the superior faculty, whose office it is to adjust, manage, and
preside over them, and take in this its natural superiority, and you com-
plete the idea of human nature.” TFor ‘“thereis a superior principle of
reflection or conscience in every man, which distinguishes between the
internal principles of his heart, as well as his external actions, which
passes judgment upon himself and them ; pronounces determinately soine
actions to be in themselves just, right, good ; others to be in themselves
cvil, wrong, unjust. Which, without being consulted, without being ad-
vised with, magisterially exerts itsclf, and approves or condemns him,
the doer of them, accordingly ; and which, if not forcibly stopped natur-
ally and always, of course, goes on to anticipate a higher and more
effectual sentence, which shall hereafter second and affirm its own.”

VIII. CONTINUITY OF THE NATURAL SYSTEM WITII

THE REVEALED.

Revelation cxhibits the restoration and establishment of
the supremacy of the moral lazc.

Hecrein it crowns the system of nature with perfection and
completeness. The law of subordination leads up, step by
step, to the supremacy of the moral law. But though in the
world system the moral law is supreme by s7¢/%¢ it is not
supreme in Jfacz. Its rule is disregarded and overthrown.
The Bible unfolds the plan, and traces the story of #ic 7es-
toration of its supremacy. The order followed in securing this
result includes :—

1. The authoritative republication of the moral law.

2. The historic demonstration of its inability to produce
the holiness it commands.

3. The shadowing and predicting of the mediatorial
method by which God designed to accomplish the required
restoration.

4. The perfect fulfilment of the moral law, and satisfaction
of its righteous claims, by the Son of God in human nature.

5. The restoration of the supremacy of the moral law in
the hearts and lives of his redeemed and renovated pecople,
who “walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit.”
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The Bible is the story of a rebellion vanquished and sub-
dued. It is the account of the victory of the Divine good-
ness. In its course evil is overcome by good. The Cross
conquers. Love overcomes. The hand that holds the sceptre
was pierced on Calvary. The universe worships at the feet
once fastened to the shameful tree. The anthem of its praise
is, Worthy the Lamb! Through Jesus Christ all things are
subjected to God. And when that subjection is complete the
Son Himself shall give up the Kingdom to the Father, “ that
God may be all in all.”

Thus the Natural and the Spiritual form ONE SYSTEM.
One law of subordination reigns throughout.

1. Inorganic nature subserves the organized world.

2. In the vegetable kingdom inferior forms of life subserve
superior forms.

3. The vegetable kingdom subserves the animal.

4. Lower animal races subserve the interests of higher.

5. The material world subserves the mental.

6. The physical subserves the moral.

7. In the rcalm of mind all is subordinated to moral law.

8. Moral law, though supreme in the world by ¢/, is not
supreme in fact.

0. Revelation exlibils the restoration and establishment of
the supremacy of the moral lazo.

10. Revelation further traces the progressive subjection of
““all things ” to Christ, by whom the moral law is established,
and through Christ to God, for “ He must reign till He hath
put all enemies under His feet.” '

The Revealed system is thus in strict conzinuity with the
Natural, and rests on the immovable rock of man’s moral
nature, and the indisputable facts of his history and condi-
tion. Conscience is indestructible. The moral law written
in the human heart abides for ever. The system which

restores its supremacy is self-evidenced as Divine,
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SEC. 1I. CENTRALIZATION IN REVELATION.

Having traced the prevalence of the Law of Centralization
in Nature, we shall now attempt to show its supremacy in
Revelation. The Bible as a Revelation, and the redeeming
avork which it unfolds, are alike centred in Christ.

1. 7Te Bible is the Book of Redemption. Its theme is the
restoration of a ruined world. It exhibits this restoration as
the work of God. It unfolds the various acts of Providence
by which it is accomplished. It traces the work from small
dnconspicuous beginnings to far-reaching, all-embracing
results. The range of the DBible is from Paradise lost to
‘Paradise regained ; from the creation and fall of man, to the
new heavens and earth glorified by the presence of the new
Jerusalem.

1. 7e Bible is characterized by the Unity of its Themne.

It unfolds a serics of acts, all contributing to one design or
-end. This is the more remarkable on account of the variety
in its authorship. IHad the Bible been written in one age,
or by one person, its unity might not so much surprise us.
But the Bible is a collection of books which were written by
different persons, in different languages, in different lands,
wnd at different times. Seventeen centuries were employed
in its composition. The subjects it embraces are so numerous
.as to give it a cyclopaedic character. Yet from first to last
that marvellous collection of books is occupied with one
cubject, animated by one Spirit, directed to one object or
£nd.

111. 7e Dible history of Redemption presents a harmonious,
<comprehensive series of Providential Acts.

The Bible traces the history of Redemption from the fall
-of man to the end of the world. It unfolds the progress of
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a saving work of God not only in individual souls—a work
continually repeated—but in the human race as a whole.
It describes the way in which Redemption is carried on in
the world, “ by many successive works and dispensations of
God, all tending to one great effect, united as the severak
parts of a scheme, and all together making up one great
work. Like a temple that is building ; first, the workmem
are sent forth, then the materials are gathered, the ground is
fitted, and the foundation laid; then the superstructure is:

erected, one part after another, till at length the top-stone is.
laid, and all is finished.” !

IV. The Person of the Redecmer is the Centre of Revelation.

The Bible coatains tvo Testaments: the Old and the
New. Both relate to Christ. The old Testament is His
anticipation ; the New Testament is His story. He stands.
between the two, at their meetinz-place, as the goal of the:
one, and the spring of the other. All the streams of revealed.
Truth flow either to Him or from Him. Like the faces of
the cherubim looking to the mercy-seat, the faces of Prophets.
and Apostles are turned to Him ; Moses, Isaiah and Daniel
in the Old Testament, equally with Peter, Paul and John in.
the New. The Law and the Prophets leal to Him ; the
Gospel shines from Him. Of the histories, doctrines and

prophecies in both Testaments He is the living and luminous.
centre.

V. Tle Mediatorial Priuciple is the Centre of 1heology.

Theology is the science of Religion. Christian theology
is the science of the Christian Religion. “Ifach distinct
science,” says Dr. Henry Smith, “has some supreme principle
to which its subordinate classifications are referred : it be-
comes a science only when it las seised its central idea”

! Edwards, “ History of Redemption,” Introd.
) ¥ I
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The history of Theology shows “a series of attempts to
obtain such a principle as an independent basis.” The centre
in Christian Theology is the Mediatorial principle. The
centre of the Christian system is neither God nor man, but
the God-man—the Mediator. Christianity is the religion
of reconciliation. “ All religion is union between God and
Man.” But “the religion of the Bible is a re-union, a re-
instated fellowship.” In the accomplishing of this reunion,
or reconciliation, Jesus Christ is the sole Mediator. “ God
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” Hence
the central idea in Christian Theology is Mediatorial.

This important fact was very ably exhibited by Dr. Henry
Smith, one of the greatest theologians America has had
of late years, in the inaugural address which he delivered in
1855, on the occasion of his induction into the chair of
systematic theology in the Union Theological Seminary,
New York. The title of his address was “The idea of
Christian Theology as a system.” Dr. Smith acknowledges
in its course his indebtedness to that greatest of all American
theologians, Jonathan Edwards, whose work on “ The History
of Redemption” evidently suggested the classification which
he follows. Of Edwards he says, “ We have not looked upon
his like again; simple yet profound ; subtle and compre-
hensive; humble yet ardent; of an intense spirituality, and
the keenest polemic sagacity.” Not even Augustine or
~Calvin seized as definitcly as Edwards did the central idea
of the Bible Revelation. By Edwards more than by any
other, “All of God’s works and ways, all theology and all
history were exhibited as centring in the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus.” Ifollowing the line of thought traced
by Iidwards, Dr. Smith arranges the various subjects in
Theology under the following three divisions :—

1. The antecedents of Redemption.

. The purchase of Redemption.
. The application of Redemption.

o

(O3]
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The importance of the theme, and the ability with which
Dr. Smith has treated it, justify our presentation of the
following passages from his address.

“In the fact of tie Incarnation of the Son of God jor our Redemption
may be caid to be the grand principle of the Christian faith. This
principle gives us the specific idea of the Christian system as dis-
tinguished from other religions, and from mere ethics. Here it is on its
independent basis, as a rock, as a tower, as a refuge, as the city of our
God.

“To Christ, as Mediator, all parts of theology equally refer. He is
both God and Man, and also the Redeecmer. The logical antecedents
of His mediation are, therefore, the doctrine respecting God, the doctrine
respecting Man, the Fall, and consequent need of Redemption, and also
that Triune constitution of the Godhead, which alone, so far as we can
conceive, makes Redemption by an Incarnation to be possible. Thus
we have the first division of the theological system, e Antecedents
of Redenipiion, which is also first in both the logical and historical order.
Its second and central portion can only be found in the Person and
Work of Christ, his one Person uniting humanity with divinity, in the
integrity of both natures, adapting him to his one superhuman work, as
our prophet, priest, and king, making such satisfaction for sin, that God
can be just, and justify every one that believeth ; and this second division
of the system Tollows the first in both the logical and historical order, giving
the peculiar office of the Second Person of the Godhead, e Purciase
of Redemption, the Christology of theology. And in like manner the
same mediatorial idea passcs over into the third and last division of the
system, which treats, in proper logical and historical order, of e app/i-
cation of the redemplion that is in Christ, to the Individual, to the
Church, and to the History and final Supremacy of the Kingdom of God,
both in time and cternity. Union with Christ through the Holy Spirit
is here the dominant fact; His union with the Individual, whence
justification, regeneration, and sanctification, for our life is hid with
Christ in God ; His union with the Church, which is His body, here,
as Gerhard says, ¢ Like Christ subjected to the Cross, that it may in the
future life with him Dbe glorified” And this scheme of Divine realities,
and not of mere abstract doctrine, is ultimately to be referred to the
counsel of Him, of whom, through whom, and to whom are all things.
It gives us the true end of God in creation, which can only be, in any
profound philosophical, not to say theological aspect, the making the
essential glory of the Triune God to be extant and manifest, in space and
time, in a system which subordinates happiness to holiness, and man to
God.

“When we thus claim that the central idea of the Christian system,
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which binds its parts together in a living unity, is to be found only in
Christ, we do not of course mean that this is a principle in the sense that
the rest of the system is to be logically deduced from it, as when in
mathematics from the definition of a circle all deductions about it are
derived ; nor yet, that in the order of time Christ precedes all ; but
simply, that e mediatorial principle is the centre of wunity to the system,
to speak with Nitzsch, ¢its middle term.” We mean that all parts of
theology, as already indicated, can be best arranged by its light ; all that
goes before leads to it, all that comes after is its application. /7x
Redemption prepared, purchased, and applied, we have the whole of
Christian theology.” !

V1. The central facts in Rcdemiption are the death and
resurrection of Christ.

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died for our sins, and rose
again,—these are the two central facts in the work of Re-
demption.

These facts form the core of the gospel of salvation. The
Apostle Paul puts them prominently forward in his first
Epistle to the Corinthians, as representing the very essence
of the gospel which he preached, and by which men were
saved. I declare, he says, the gospel which I preached,
which you received, wherein you stand, by which you are
saved,—“ that Christ died Sfor our sins according to the
Scriptures, and that he was buried, and #tat He rose again
the third day according to the Scriptures.” This remarkable
summary of gospel truth should be linked in our thoughts
with the opening sentences in the same Epistle, grouped
around the words, ¢ Ve preach Christ crucified) and “ I deter-
mined not to know anytlung among you save fesus Chlrist
and Him crucified.”  Among you, the wise and philosophic
Greeks, you who seek after wisdom, [ determined to know no
theme but this! Foolishness to those who perish, this is the
wisdom of God. And thisis “the testimony of God.” His
message to mankind is the folly of the Cross. To destroy
the wisdom of the wise He saves men by the preaching of

! “Jaith and Philoso:hy,” Dr. Henry B. Smith, pp. 137-8.
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“foolishness.” But “the foolishness of God is wiser than
men,” and His weakness “stronger than men.”  The
memorable summary of gospel truths in 1 Corinthians xv.
should also be connected in our thoughts with the solemn,
important passage in the eleventh chapter of the same
Epistle as to the ordinance commemorating the death of our
Lord. In both passages Paul delivered that which he had
‘ received” from the Lord. He had received the gospel of
the Cross, and the ordinance commemorating the Cross, and
he delivered them as he received them. He made no
change. He added nothing to them. He took nothing from
them. He did not transform “the Lord’s supper” into the
sacrifice of the mass, nor the minister into a priest, nor the
table into an altar. He delivered the ordinance as he had
received it. On the other hand, he did not degrade the
gospel into a philosophy, or drag it down to the level of a
doctrine of ethics, a mere message of morality ; no, he de-
livered it as he received it, “#Lat Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that he was buried, and
that He rose again.” Yes, that He rose as well as died;
rose as the Head and Life of a new race of sons of God,
indwelt by the powers of the Spirit of Truth and Love and
Immortality. That Christ died f0 afone, that He rose to
quicken, these are the cardinal doctrines of the Christian
faith. These are the two chief pillars in the temple of God.
These are the bases of the entire spiritual structure. Jesus
died, and rose! He died to make an end of sin. He
rose to begin in us a life of righteousness which shall never
end.

VII. 7he New Testament has a threefold doctrinal and
historic drvision or progress.
In the order or progress of Redemption unfolded in the

New Testament, therc are three successive stages connected
with
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. The PERSON and atoning WORK of Christ.
. The formation of His Bobpy, or Church.
. The manifestation of His KiNGDOAL.

These three New Testament stages correspond in their
order and significance with the three Old Testament stages
in the typical Levitical system connected with the great

[V

(O8]

feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.

The religious assemblings of the pcople of Isracl were
regulated by these feasts from the time of Moses to Christ.
The law commanding this was explicit.  “ Three times thou
shalt keep a feast unto Me in the year. Thou shalt keep 2ke
feast of unleavened bread : (thou shalt eat unleavened bread
seven days, as I commanded thee, in the timec appointed of
the month Abib; for in it thou camest out of Egypt: and
none shall appear before Me empty @) and 2ie feast of harvest,
the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field :
and e feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year,
when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field.
Three times in the year all thy males shall appecar before
the Lord God” (Exod. xxiil. 14-17). So in Deuteronomy :
“Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before
the LLord thy God in the place which Ile shall choose ; in #e
Jeast of unleavened bread, and n the feast of weecks, and in
the frast of tabernacles.”

The 23rd of Leviticus gives us full information as to the
dates and detailed order of these feasts. It is deeply in-
teresting to observe that not only did the occurrence of these
feasts regulate the journeyings in “ the days of His flesh” of
Incarnate Deity, but that the first and second corresponded
in their times with the accomplishment of His death and
resurrection, and the advent of His Spirit.  Our Lord
suffered on the day of Passover. IHe rose from the dead on
the day following the passover of the presentation of the
wave sheaf first fruits offering, the sixteenth of Nisan, the
“morrow after the Sabbath” (Lev. xxiii. 11). And the
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advent of the promised Spirit took place seven weeks later,
on the day of Pentecost. Thus the three greatest events in
Redemption history, the deat/e and resurirection of Christ and
the advent of the Spirif, were foreshadowed as to their
nature, object and times, by divinely appointed feasts of the
Levitical economy. The parables and prophecies of the
New Testament connect the typology of the third and final
feast, the “feast of harvest,” with the events of “the end of
the age.”

Harmoniously with this threefold order the New Testa-
ment presents, first, in #se Gospels the facts as to the Person
. and work of Christ, whose manifestation on carth terminated
in His death and resurrection, which coincided with the feast
of Passover. Next, in the Acts and the Lpistles, the New
Testament traces the formation and growth of Iis body,
the Church, through the action of the Spirit whose Advent
took place on the day of Pentecost. I‘inally, it foretells in
the Apocalypse the manifestation of Iis Kingdom fore-
shadowed in the palm-bearing triumphs of the feast of
Tabernacles. The existence of this remarkable order in the
New Testament has been stated with great clearncss and
beauty in the Bampton Lectures for 1864, by the Rev. T. D.
Bernard, though he seems to have overlooked its connection
with the order of the feasts of the Levitical economy.!

“Lift up your eyes,” says Bernard, “ on this monument of a distant age
which you call the New Testament. DBehold these remains of the original
literature of a busy Jewish scct; these occasional writings of its leaders,
cmanating from different hands, and gathered from different localities.
They are delivered to you, collected and arranged, though by means
which you cannot ascertain.  They are before you now, not as accident-
ally collected writings, but as one book ; a design complete, a body
organized, and pervaded by an inward life. The several parts grow out
of and into ecach other with mutunal support, correlative functions, and

“ We heartily reccommend Bernard’s Lectures on the Progress of Doc-
trines in the New Testament to students of the Scriptures. Clear, yet
deep and comprehensive scholarly and spiritual, these Lectures have an
exceptional value.
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orderly development. It is a ‘whole body fitted jointly together, and
compacted by that which every joint supplies, according to the effectual
working in the measure of every part, making increase of the body to the
building itself up’ in truth.”

1t begins with the person of Christ, and the facts of His manifestation
in the flesh, and the words which He gave from His Father; and
accustoms us by degrees to behold His glory, and to discern the drift of
His teaching, and to expect the consequences of His work. /¢ passes o7
lo His body the Churchy and opens the dispensation of His Spirit, and
carries us into the life of His people, yea, down into the secret places of
their hearts; and there translates the announcements of God into the
experiences of man, and discovers a conversation and a life which is hid
with Christ in God. It works out practical applications, and is careful in
the details of duty, and provides for difficulties and perplexities, and
suggests the order of Churches, and throws up barriers against the wiles
of the devil. 7¢ shows wus things fo come, the course of the spiritual
conflict, and the close of this transient scene, and the coming of the Lord,
and the resurrection of the dead, and the eternal judgment, and the new
creation, and the life everlasting. Thus it is furnished for all emergencies,
and prepared for perpetual use. It dominates the restless course of
thought, and is ever being interpreted by expcrience and events. It is an
authority which survives whea others perish, and a light which waxes
when others wane. DBy it, as the instrument of God for the education of
men, nations are humanized and Churches sanctified ; and yet more real
and lasting than these are the results which it secures. An elect people
is being gathered from among us, and an eternal Church prepared, which

shall supplant all transient and provisional societies in that day for which
the whole creation waits.” !

VIIIL.  Zhe thiee steps i the progress of New Testament
doctrine and Jistory correspond iwith stages in the gathering
together of all things tn Christ.

The three assemblings of all Israel connected with the
feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles, correspond
with the three stages in the gathering together of all things
in Christ, connected with His Cross, the Advent of His
Spirit, and His second coming in His kingdom.

Christ throughout is the Centre of Unity.

IFirst, //is Cross is the potent maguet of attraction to a

' “ Progress of Doctrine in the New Testament.” Dernard. ¢ Damp-

ton Lect. for 1864,” pp. 30, 3.
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perishing world. He died “to gather together in onc the
children of God which were scattered abroad ” (John xi. 52).
Just before His death on the Cross He uttered the solemn
and touching prediction, “I, if I be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto Me.” As a matter of fact, men
of every position, character and nationality, of every clime
and age, have bcen drawn to Him by the power of His
Cross. Their redemption unites the redeemed to the Re-
deemer and to each other.

Secondly, the outpouring of His Spirit produced the
marvellous living unity of the Pentecostal Church. Under
the influence of the Spirit, “the multitude of them that
believed were of one heart and of one soul ” (Acts iv. 32). The
cffusion of the Spirit was subsequently granted to the Gen-
tiles (Acts x. 45), and became the spring of the unity and
fellowship enjoyed by the universal Church. “ By one Spirit
are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or
(zentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Cor. xii. 13). The Church
is charged to “endeavour to kcep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace.” There is “one body,” the mystical body
of Christ, the body of which He is the Head, and His people
the members. Inhabiting that one body there is “ one Spirit,”
even the very Spirit which descended on Christ, which abode
on Him, which filled Him, which flowed from Him. The
oneness which exists between the risen and ascended
Redeemer and the redecmed is set forth in Scripture by
illustrations drawn from the three realms of nature—the in-
organic, the organic, and the moral worlds. (1) That oneness
is represented by the inorganic union of the stones in a
temple. Christ risen and glorified is the chief corner stone of
the foundation of that Temple in which each believer is
a living stone, built on Him. (2) By the organic union of
vine and branches, head and members. Christ risen and
living for evermore is the True Vine, in which all believers
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are branches, drawing their vitality and fruitfulness from
Him. He is also the Head of the body in which all believers
are members, united to Him and to each other by a common
life, indwelt by a common Spirit, connected by joints and
bands, and diversities of gifts and mutual ministrations,
subject to His guidance and control, and growing continually
to the “measure of the stature” of His fulness. (5) By mar-
riage union. Christ risen and glorified is the Husband of His
Church. He has loved it, and given Himself for it, that He
might sanctify and present it to Himself a glorious Church,
“not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but holy and
without blemish” (Eph. v. 25-32). While the preaching of
the Cross has drawn together the millions of the outward
Church, the gift of the Spirit has produced the inward unity
of the spiritually renewed.

Thirdly, the manifestation of Christ in His kingdom and
glory will be, according to the testimony of prophecy, the
means “ in the dispensation of the fullness of time,” by which
God the Father will gather together in one all things in Christ,
botle wliich are in leaven, and which are on carth, even 1in
Hine” (Eph. i. 10). When Christ returns He will bring with
Him the innumerable multitudes of the saints who now
“sleep in Jesus.” Then shall the saints who are alive and
remain to the advent be changed and caught up together
with the risen saints to meet the Lord in the air; “and so
shall we ever be with the Lord.” Thus, with the Coming of
Christ prophecy associates “our gathering together unto Him”
(I Thess. iv. 13-18, and 2 Thess. i. 1). “The Lord my God
shall come, and all the saints'with Thee” (Zech. xiv. g). ¢ Be-
hold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of His saints”
(Jude 14). ’

At the sounding of the seventh trumpet there are “great
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world arc be-
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ, and He
shall reign for ever and ever ” (Rev. xi. 13).
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The kingdom of Christ will not ke confined to the redecmed
of the human race, but wi// unite heaven and eartle under one
governinent, and in one sacred and blissful fellowship.

v

““As the Church,” says Neander, “is a seminary for the hecavenly com-
munity, in which its members are training for their perfect development,
it appears even here below as a part of a Divine Kingdom, not confined
to the human race, but comprehending also a higher spiritual world,
where that archetype to the realization of which mankind are now tend-
ing, is already realized. The knowledge of God, according to the com-
prehensive views of Christianity, is represented not merely as the common
vitalizing principle of the human race, but as a bond by which mankind
are untted with all the orders of beings in a higher spiritual world, i one
Divine community, according to that universal idea of the kingdom of
God which is presented in the Lord’s prayer. Thus Paul represents ¢ God
the I'ather of our Lord Jesus Christ,’ not merely as the common Father
of mankind, but also as Him after whom ¢ the whole community in heaven
and on carth arc named’ (Eph. iii. 15). DBy sin men werc estranged, not
only from God, but from that higher spiritual world in which the kingdom
of God is already realized. As Christ, when He reconciled men to God,
united them to one another i1 a Divine community, broke down the wall
of partition (Eph. ii. 14) which separated them, and joined Jews and
Gentiles in onc body, which is animated by Himself as their head ; so
also, while men are brought back to communion with God, they are con-
nected with all those who have already attained that degree of perfection
in the kingdom of God to which the Church on earthis aspiring. Inthis
respect Paul says that Christ, in making peace, has united all things in
Leaven and on carth in one Divine kingdom ” (Col. i. 2).!

IX. Te central principle in the entire work of Redeniption
15 the principle of Lote.

The central Person in the Bible is Christ; the central
principle is Love ; the love revealed in Him.

When the eloquent Christian philosopher, Adolph Monod,
of Paris, was on his death-bed, he gathered round him some
of the members of his Church, that they might commemorate
the dying love of Christ in the breaking of bread. On the
last of these occasions, when too weak from suffering to do
more than speak a few broken words, Adolph Monod uttered
a memorable sentence, embodying the sum and substance of

! Ncander, “ Planting of Christianity,” 1., 503.
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his faith and teaching. Raising himself up with solemn
emphasis he said :—“ God /las loved us, this is 1he whole
gospel ; let us love God, this is all its moral.”

Yes, both the gospel and its moral are included in love.
For what is the gospel but “ God so loved ”? and what its
moral but that “we love Him because He first loved us”?
For love to Him is the spring of all obedience.

Well has it been said, “ Clristianity is only love revealed
under tts Lighest form.”' And that highest form of love has
the power to produce its own image in the heart which per-
ceives it. In this lies the very core of Christianity. “The
essence of all true religion,” says Edwards, “is in holy love,
and in thzs Divine affection, and habitual disposition to it,
that light which is the foundation of it, and those things
which are 7¢s fruits, consists the whole of religion.” #

Love is the sum of both the law and the gospel. It is the
old command as well as the new revelation. God made
man in His image, and being love Himself], said, “ Thou shalt
love.” On this Divine command, in its twofold bearing, the
command to love God and man, hang “all the law and the
prophets.” Herein is the whole of duty. Love worketh no
ill, but only good, hence, “love is the fulfilling of the law.”
But the command to love could not produce love. An ex-
ample was needed, and more than that, a mwoiive. 7That
motive ts found joined twith example and precept in the words
of Jesus Christ, “A new commandment I give unto you, that
ye love another, as 7 Zave loved you.”

CIIRIST'S NEW COMMANDMENT.

Precept. “ILove one another.”
Lxample. “As 1 have loved you.”
Motive. *1 have loved you.”

“ A new command,” new not in its nature, but in its spring,

! Vinet,
? Edwards, “ Works,” vol. i., p. 240.



LLAW OI' CENTRALIZATION. Q7

its object, its measure. This is the love that seeketh not
its own ; that bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things ; never faileth. Amid the perishable, it proves cn-
during. Prophecies shall fail, knowledge shall vanish, yea,
heaven and earth shall pass away, but Faith, Hope, Love
shall remain for ever; and of these three immortal graces
the greatest is love, for God Himself is love.

The source of love is not the hills of heaven, but the heart
of God. Wherever God is, love is, for God and love are one.
Love fills immensity, and inhabits eternity, and its name is
holy. Love rules the universe. Love redeems the lost. In
its greatness it stoops that it may raise the low. In its grace
it suffers to save. Jesus Christ is but incarnate love; love
which has come down from inaccessible heights, clothed with
the lowly vesture of humanity. Love was His motive, love
His message, love His precept, love His passion, love His
reward. The magic of His might is love. The heaven to
which He leads is love. Love is the law of angels. ILove
is the light of the New Jecrusalem. Love is the old law of
heaven, older than the everlasting hills, newly written in the
hearts of God’s redeemed. Love is the theme of the Bible ;
the soul of its unity ; the root that bears its branches, the
fruit upon its boughs. Love is the bond of the moral
universe! the mighty law of gravitation which unites the
beings of which it is composed ; the sun of its system; the
Alpha of its Genesis ; the Omega of its goal.



CHAPTER 1L

CENTRALIZATION IN THE RELATION O THE
NATURAL TO THE REVEALLED.

HE law of centralization not only prevails in the Natural
and in the Revealed, viewed separately, but in the rela-
tion of the one to the other, The Natural is centred in the
Revealed.
We shall now attempt to trace this relation as exhibited in
the Analogies and Adjustments connecting the Natural with
the Revealed.

I. LAW OF ANALOGY.

Analogy is an element of Unity. It is unity without
sameness ; unity in variety., Analogy is a mode of relation.
It is a bond of connection. It evinces the reign of law.
Analogy of form or order is equivalent to identity of law.

The position of Analogy in Nature and Revelation is of
primary importance. Analogy binds together the various
Laws and Phenomena of Nature. It unites the several parts
of Revelation, and it closely and inseparably connects the
Natural with the Revealed.

Much has been written on the subject, and yet “the Great
Argument from Analogy is far from being exhausted. It is
fresh as ever, and ready to be applied to every new phase
of error. Itis applicable to all the great religious questions
which engage the thoughts of educated men in this era of

03
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transition—this age of critical doubt and restless speculation.
The reason is clear,—~NATURE and SCRIPTURE, Zie two
standing witnesses for God, survive all vicissitudes of /iwman
opinion, and, like the greater and lesser lights in the firma-
ment, remain serenc and stable, whatever passing clouds
may, for a time, envelop them. Their consentient testimony,
when they speak the same truths, and their analogy, when
they teach different lessons, can hardly fail to confirm our
belief in the Divine origin of both.”!

We shall attempt in the present chapter to show the
prevalence of the Law of Analogy (1) in Nature; (2) in
Revelation ; and (3) in the mutual relation of the Natural
and Revealed.

Evidence will be presented for the view that the Arche-
types of the Natural exist in the Revealed. “The senses
place before us the characters of the book of Nature; but
these convey no knowledge to us till we have discovered the
alphabet by which they are to be read.”® The alphabet
of the book of Nature can only be found in the book of
Revelation. A knowledge of the Archetype is necessary in
order to the interpretation of its corresponding Types.

As related to the Revealed Archetype, Analogies are
Centralised. The Analogies connecting the Natural with the
Revealed form a Hierarchy, or ascending series, in which
lower are subordinated to higher, the whole converging in a
Supreme and Central Archetype—the Author, Architect, and
Head of all things.

1 «Analogy a Guide to Truth and Aid to Faith.” Dr. Jas. Buchanan,

p- 41.
2 ¢« Novum Organon Renovatum.” Whewell, Aph. 2.
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SECTION |.—ANALOGY IN NATURE.

ANALOGY is “an agreement or likeness between things in
some circumstances or effects, when the things themselves are
different.”

The principles of architecture illustrate the nature of
analogy. In each style of architecture—the Iigyptian, the
Grecian, the Roman, the Byzantine, the Norman, the Gothic,
the Elizabethan—there is a certain prevalent 7yfe,; in each,
one leading pattern of structure is exhibited or realized in
many analogous forms. The rounded shape, for example, of
Norman arches is in harmony with the round-headed open-
. ings in Norman masonry ; and similarly the pointed arches,
pointed windows, and pointed doors of the Gothic style agree.
The realization of the typical forms is endlessly varied, accord-
ing to special objects or exigencies ; but, however varied, #/¢
t1pe can always be distinctly recognised. Analogy prevails.

This interesting feature, which lends such harmony to the
architectural works of man, can be clearly traced in Nature.
In the vegctable and animal kingdoms there are leading
types of structure. Sea-weeds are of one type, ferns of
another, grasses of another. Vertebrates, such as the fish, the
reptile, the mammal and the bird, differ widely in many ways,
and yet exhibit the most striking analogies in the plans
of their construction. Plants and animals, though broadly
contrasted, possess analogies in their modes of growth, organ-
ization, reproduction, etc. The objects differ, the forms vary,
but the plans of construction, or modes of operation, are
linked by unmistakable resemblances,

Analogy in Nature occupies the place of a Universal Law,

Every natural object conforms with more or less precision
to “a general plan, pattern or type,” and “ while constructed
after a general model, is at the same time accommodated to
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the situation which it has to occupy, and the purpose which
it is intended to serve.”!

The ready and accurate perception of analogies is of the
highest value in the study of Naturc. Analogy is a guide to
discovery. It is a light conducting from the known and
familiar to the unknown and remote. The perception of new
analogies, and an intuitive recognition of their use, is a
characteristic gift of genius. Guided by this light, Columbus
found a new world, and Copernicus what might be called a
new universe. And it was the magnificent conception of
a far-reaching analogy which led the immortal Newton to
connect ‘“the physics of the earth with the hitherto unex-
plored mysteries of the heavens.”?

Analogy may be traced in Naturc in relation to Form,
Number, Time, Method, etc.

I. Analogy in Form.

1. The principle of order, or the prevalence of a general
plan or pattern, is seen i tle jform and charvacter of every
maneral substance in nature.

Minerals have their types. The classification of minerals
proceeds upon the principle of the recognition of their lead-
ing types. All mineral substances “ combining the same type
of molecular constitution with analogous forms may be con-
sidered as varieties of a single species.”?

Thus silicates form one group, sulphides another, carbonates
another, etc.

Symmetry of form exists to a wide extent in the mineral
kingdom. Mountains are largely built up of regular crystals.
In the classification of crystals “some one form may be taken

! McCosh, “ Typical Forms,” p. 1.
? Dugald Stewart, *“ Elements of Philosophy,” vol. ii. p. 413.
3 Bauerman, “ Systematic Mineralogy,” p. 9.
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as a {ype or primitive form, from which all others of the same
system may be easily derived.”?

Analogous crystalline forms of exquisite symmetry are
crowded in the mineral substances which lie around us in
every direction. The entire mineral kingdom exhibits the
prevalence of order ; the shining dust on which we tread has
its definite chemical and crystalline characteristics. The
fragment of quartz or mica which crumbles beneath our feet
has its exact and invariable angles, its parallel faces, its
rhombic or oblique formation. Shapeless confusion has no
existence in the structure of the mineral world. The rock
cries, “It is not in me!” From the granite of their founda-
tions to the snows which crown their summits, the mountains
have been built by a power which has shaped their materials
with unfailing skill and accuracy, giving the forms of their
crystalline structure faultless mathematical perfection, and
polishing them with a beauty unattainable by art. In the
mineral depths, as in the starry heights, there reigns an all-
pervading harmony.

2. The principle of order, or the prevalence of a general
plan, pattern, or type, is seen in the form and structure of
cvery organised object in Nalure.

“Every lZiving object,” says McCosh, “ composed though it be of a
number, commonly a vast number, and complication of parts, takes as a
whole a definite shape, and there is likewise a normal shape, which any
particular tribe of plants or animals assumes, which is called /s Z#ype.
Animals and vegetables, it is well known, are classified according to type ;
and they can be so arranged because #ypes are really found in Nature,
and are not the mere creation of human reason or fancy. It is because
attention is thus paid to type, and because it is so fixed and universal,
that it is possible to arrange into groups the innumerable natural objects
by which we are surrounded. Without some such principle of unity to
guide him, man would "have felt himself lost, as in a forest, among the
works of God, and this because of their very multiplicity and variety.” 2

! Tennant & Mitchel’s “ Mineralogy and Crystallography,” p. 29 4.
? “Typical Forms,” p. 23.
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(a) Analogy in the structure of plants.

A definite type is impressed on the elements of plant struc-
ture. All plants whatsoever, and all the parts of plants, all
their organs, and all their tissues are built up of ¢c/s. The
forms of these cells vary to some extent in the different parts
of the plant; those of the vascular and woody tissues, for
example, being more elongated ; but the cell-type, including
cell-wall and nucleus, is the same throughout. The lowest
plants consist simply of cells separate and independent, while
the higher are constructed of cells compacted and arranged
with infinite skill and perfect order. It has been calculated
that in a cubic inch of a single leaf of the carnation there are
upwards of three millions of cells. Cells are frequently seen
from the tyth to the '5yth of an inch in diameter.

A definite type is impressed on the form of the plant as
such. The typical plant form isan axis firnisiied <with leaves.
The only typical appendage of the vegetable organism is the
leaf. Sepals, petals, stamens, and pistils are but modified
leaves. Even the cups of the pitcher plant, and hooded or
wing-like leguminous flowers, as the sweet pea, are but
modifications of the typical leaf.

Definite types are seen in the symmetrical arrangements
of the parts of flowers, including their numerical features.
Some flowers are dimerous, or of twofold symmetry ; others
trimerous, or threefold ; others tetramerous, or fourfold ;
others pentamerous, or fivefold, etc.

The most fundamental classification of plants is that by
which they are divided into three great groups, representing
three distinct #ypes of structure: acotyledons, monocotyledons,
and dicotyledons.

The cotyledon is the temporary leaf or lobe of the embryo
plant. The acotyledons are destitute of this embryonic lobe
the monocotyledons have one cotyledon in the embryo; the
dicotyledons have two. Sea-weeds, lichens, mosses, mush-
rooms and ferns belong to the first and lowest of these three
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types; the great class of endogens, including all the grasses
and palms, etc, to the second type; while the still larger
class of exogens, including most shrubs and all timber-pro-
ducing trees, belong to the third type. Each of these leading
types includes a large number of subordinate types of vege-
table formation.

(6) Analogy in the structure of animals.

A definite type is impressed on the elements of animal
structure. As in vegetables so in animals, the typical
element out of which the various parts are built up is the
cell. The usual structure of the animal and vegetable cell
is the same.

According to Cuvier, Agassiz, and other leading naturalists,
there are in the animal world four great types of structure,
those of the Radiata, the Mollusca, the Articulata, and the
Vertebrata. Agassiz compares the animal kingdom to «
work illustrating jfour great ideas. All the different kinds of
animals, though numbering many thousands of varieties, are
only definite expressions of these four fundamental plans.

The Vertebrata, for example, while including the entire
range of fishes, reptiles, birds, quadrupeds, and man himself,
exhibit but one leadiing type of structure. All vertebrata have
a backbone and a skull with lateral appendages, to which the
muscles are attached. * 7/ gradations of a single plan may
be traced from man to the last of the fishes.”! However
different they may appear at first sight, a close correspond-
ence exists between all the parts of animals which belong
to the same type. “Not only is the wing of the bird
identical in its structure with the arm of man, or the
foreleg of a quadruped, but it agrees quite as closely with
the fin of the whale, or the pectoral fin of the fish; and
all these together correspond in the same manner with their

3

hind extremities.

! Cuvier, “ Animal Kingdom,” p. 2o0.
b o )
4 Agassiz, ¢ Essay on Classification,” p. 25.
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“The same agreement exists between the different systems
and their parts in Articulata, in Mollusca and in Radiata,
only that their structure is built on respectively different
plans” ! "

The Articulata, including the numerous variety of insects,
together with the various crustaceans and worms, are desti-
tute of the internal bony skeleton characteristic of the
Vertebrata. The bodies of Articulata are composed of rings
and joints. The frame-work to which the muscles are
attached is wholly external. The nervous system consists of
two long chords, dilated at intervals into ganglia.

In the Mollusca, ‘““although the general plan of their
organization is not so uniform as regards the external con-
figuration of the parts as that of the vertebrates, there is
always an equal degree of resemblance between them in the
essential structure and the functions.” Destitute of a bony
skeleton, “the muscles are attac/ed only to the skin, which
constitutes a soft, contractile envelope, in which, in many
species, are formed sfony plates, called shells; the nervous
system is contained within this general envelope, together
with the viscera, and is composed of several scattered masses,
connected by various filaments, and of which the principal,
placed over the cesophagus, bears the name of brain.”

In the Radiata the various parts are “disposed as rays
round a centre.” ‘“They approximate to the homogeneity of
plants, having no very distinct nervous system, nor organs
of particular senses ; there can scarcely be perceived in some
of them the vestiges of a circulation.”® The department
of Radiata contains the Echinae, or sea-urchins, jelly-fishes,
and polyps. The latter are fixed like plants to the rocks on
which they grow, and include the various corals and sca
anemones.

The whole of the animal and vegetable creation exhibits

! Agassiz, “Essay on Classification,” p. 26.
* Cuvier, “ Animal Kingdom,” p. 21. 8 Jbid., p. 21.
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thus the prevalence of typical forms. Each individual animal
or plant realizes more or less the features of an ideal image
belonging to a class or department of nature. The various
types of animals and plants, and their numberless modifica-
tions, are adapted to discoverable ends. No form or function
is seen to be in vain. All is rational. The whole harmonious
system silently points in its beauty and perfection to a
wisdom and a power beyond itself ; to the Being and attri-
butes of an infinite Architect and Ruler, “ whose goings forth
have been from everlasting.”

II. Analogy in Number.

Order is conspicuous in Nature in relation to number.
The laws of gravitation, light, sound, chemical combination,
etc, are all laws of number. Number is prominent in in-
organic nature, as in the forms of crystals, and in organized
nature, both vegetable and animal. The harmonious ratios
of number in nature demonstrate the far-reaching reign of the
law of Analogy.

1. The prevalence of a numerical pattern or type is seen
in the most universal ot the laws of nature, the Law of
Gravitation.

The law of gravitation, like that of chemical proportion, is
a law of ratio, and thus of Analogy. It expresses ‘“not
merely the general fact of the mutual attraction of all matter,
not merely the vague statement that its influence decreases
as the distance increases, but #ie exact numerical rate at whicl
that increase takes place ; so that when the amount is known
at any one distance, it may be calculated exactly for any
other.” 1

This rate of increase is regulated by the square of the
distance separating attracting bodies. It is inversely pro-
portional to the square of the distance.

1 Sir J. Herschel, ¢ Natural Philosophy,” art. 116.
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Thus, a mass weighing a ton will attract all other bodies at
equal distance alike; and a mass weighing ten tons will
attract the same bodies at the same distances with ten times
the force. But let the distances be varied, and the attracting
force will be found to operate according to the ratio of the
inverse square. For the same mass, at doxdle the distance,
will attract with four times less force (2 x 2 less, the inverse
square), or one quarter the force, and at four hundred times
the distance with 400 x 400 times less force, or —zsyysth of
the original amount.

This law or order reigns throughout the universe. It
regulates the fall of the stone, the motion of the tides, the
revolution of the moon about the earth ; of the satellites of
Jupiter and Saturn about their primaries; of the planets
around the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>