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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

"The se cret of Miller’s life was sum ma rized in five words that he loved to re peat again and
again, ‘Je sus and I are friends!’ This was the deep est pas sion of his life — to know and
love Je sus Christ. All he did and all he wrote, came from his vi tal re la tion ship with his
Friend. [Source: Grace Gems]

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.
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Learn ing to love is a long les son. It takes all of the long est life to learn it.
The most in vet er ate ob sta cle in mas ter ing the les son is self, which per sists
with an en ergy which noth ing but di vine grace can over come. When no
longer we seek our own in any of our re la tions with oth ers, we have learned
to love. Un til then we still need to stay in Christ’s school.

J. R. M.

Phil a del phia, U.S.A.
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If we can not live at once and alone with Him, we may at least live with those who have
lived with Him.

MAR TINEAU.

It is a great thing to sac ri fice; it is a greater to con sent not to sac ri fice in one’s own way.
CHAR LOTTE YONGE.
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Learn ing To Love

THE TEST OF LOVE IS SER VICE. The love which does not give and do to the
ut most is not love. To live for one’s self in any way, in any de gree, is to
leave a blur, a blem ish, on the life, how ever at trac tive it may be in other re- 
gards.

Trans fig u ra tion is not splen dor that glows and flashes in light — trans- 
fig u ra tion is love. Noth ing else shines. The most bril liant life as men rate
life is tame and lus ter less till it be gins to serve, and then in stantly glory be- 
gins to ra di ate from it. There is more true glory in one homely act of self-
de nial, in one deed of thought ful kind ness, in one mo ment of pa tient serv- 
ing of an other, than in a whole Sinai of clouds and light nings.

There is a leg end of one of the shep herds who was kept at home, watch- 
ing a friend in fever, the night the an gels came to Beth le hem with the an- 
nounce ment of the birth of the Holy Child, and sang their songs of joy. The
other shep herds saw the heav enly host, heard their mes sage and their song,
and be held the glory. Then they saw the new born Child and their hearts
were won drously elated.

But all that night She muel sat alone by the rest less suf ferer, watched and
waited. His fel low-shep herds pitied his dis ap point ment, that he had missed
the vi sion and the glory which they had seen. Yet in his lowly serv ing of the
sick man She muel had bless ing and re ward of his own. He missed in deed
the splen dor of that night in the fields, and in his serv ing he gave his own
life, but his eyes saw then a more won drous glory than his fel low-shep herds
had seen on the Beth le hem plains.

“She muel, by the fever bed, 
 Touched by beck on ing hands that led, 
 Died and saw the Un cre ated; 
 All his fel lows lived and waited.”
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He had lin gered by the bed of sick ness while they were look ing on the
glory; now they waited amid earth’s dull scenes while he wit nessed the
glory of the Eter nal. So it is al ways in life in this world. Those who sit by
fever beds, min is ter ing to hu man need in its count less forms, seem to miss
much that is very beau ti ful. Their lowly min istry keeps them away from
places of honor, even from scenes of spir i tual ec stasy. Ab sorp tion in the du- 
ties of love in the home or among the poor causes men and women to miss
much that the world es teems. But mean while there is a higher re ward. They
en ter more fully into the joy of the Lord.

Af ter all, only that life is most worth liv ing which has in it the qual ity of
ser vice and sac ri fice. It is only life it self that is worth giv ing to oth ers. Only
when we serve in love that for gets it self, — gives it self out in its serv ing, do
we ei ther find deep joy for our selves or give true hap pi ness or bless ing to
oth ers.

“Seeketh not its own” is the heart of the def i ni tion of love. “Love
seeketh not its own.” It never thinks of it self. It never aims at its own ad- 
vance ment, its own ease, its own plea sure. It al ways thinks of the other
man. It seeks to give plea sure, to do good, not to have plea sure and to re- 
ceive good. The first true aim in friend ship is, not to have friends, but to be
a friend. It does not ask what it can get out of a friend ship, in what ways the
friend is go ing to be help ful, but what it can do for the friend, how it can
pro mote his in ter ests, ad vance his good, be a help to him. “Love seeketh not
its own.”

In one of Joseph Hock ing’s sto ries, the old preacher, a thought ful man,
says to his young peo ple: “My lit tle chil dren, love is the great di vine thing
of life. It is God — for God is love. Only do not mis take the al loy of love
for love it self. Much of what is called love is not love at all. It is sim ply a
de sire to be loved. Love gives — the thought of tak ing is only sec ondary.
Love says, ‘How can I give hap pi ness?’ not ‘How can I get it?’ The lat ter is
sim ply love for self, the de sire to be loved which is but a poor, mis er able
car i ca ture of love. That is why life is so poor. We mis take the de sire to be
loved for love it self, and try to be con tent. We ask, ‘How can I get?’ not
‘How can I give?’ and thus God does not come near to us, Eter nal Life does
not come near to us. We do not live in the light, — we only see its faint re- 
flec tion. And now abideth faith, hope, love, and the great est of these is love,
but love seeketh not its own.”
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When we think of it, what is the kind of love we usu ally see in peo ple
about us? The de scrip tion runs, “Love seeketh not its own.” Does it never in
what we call love? Then it would seem that love is not very com mon, for
there are not many peo ple who never seek their own, that is, put thought of
them selves first. Take the mat ter of choos ing friends. Do we think chiefly of
what the friend is to be to us? or, of what we can be to him? Must we not
con fess that too of ten it is the self ish el e ment that is the more marked?

The form ing of spe cial per sonal friend ships is dif fer ent in a way from
the com mon ex er cise of love to oth ers. This in volves a sa cred re la tion ship
in which the great est care is re quired. In choos ing for mar riage, for ex am- 
ple, the obli ga tion of un selfish ness is mu tual. In close per sonal friend ship
the same is true. The love must be on both sides. Yet here, too, the law is
the same. Love must not seek its own. Pres i dent King says: “There are
some ap par ently smooth-run ning house holds that are smooth-run ning, not
be cause the re la tions are what they ought to be, but sim ply be cause five
peo ple in the home have de cided that the only way to have peace is to al low
the sixth to have bis own way. And this sixth per son may very likely think
of him self as pe cu liarly de voted to the hap pi ness of the other in mates of the
house. But his stand point is that he knows far bet ter than any of them what
is good for them, and they shall have what he thinks is good for them,
whether they like it or not.”

But this benev o lent sixth per son is in fin itely away from the spirit of love
which Chris tian teach ing re quires. His is in no sense love that “seeketh not
its own.” True love does not de mand its own way. Its first aim is al ways,
not to be min is tered unto, but to min is ter. We ex pect to live with our friends
and to re ceive hap pi ness and ben e fit from them. But if the love is what it
should be it will al ways be with out self ish ness. Its first de sire will al ways
be to make the other happy, to bring com fort, cheer, and plea sure, and to
add to the beauty and com plete ness of the life.

George Eliot draws a pic ture of such a friend ship:
“What greater thing is there for two hu man souls than to feel that they

are joined for life, — to strengthen each other in all la bor, to rest in each
other in all sor row, to min is ter to each other in all pain, to be one with each
other in silent, un speak able mem o ries, at the mo ment of the last part ing?”

This is a beau ti ful ideal. It is the out line of a friend ship in which each
gives to the other the best he has to give. But we should no tice that the heart
of such a friend ship is pre cisely what St. Paul in di cates in his char ac ter i za- 
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tion, — “Love seeketh not its own.” If ei ther seeks his own, is ruled by self- 
ish ness, if self ob trudes in any phase of the fel low ship, such a hal lowed
friend ship as this is an im pos si bil ity. It is not enough that one of the two
shall seek not his own — there must be two hearts beat ing as one in un- 
selfish ness be fore such a friend ship can ex ist. The slight est trace of self ish- 
ness mars the beauty. Your friend may not al ways be con scious that he is
think ing of your good. He may not ev ery hour def i nitely and pur posely set
him self the task of do ing you good, cur ing your faults, sweet en ing and en- 
rich ing your life; nev er the less, he de sires al ways to be a help to you, and in
ev ery thought of you and ev ery prayer for you, he is seek ing not yours, but
you, not to be helped by you, but to be your helper.

A present-day writer says: “You need friends who, by their finer in sight
or their hid den faith, ide al ize you. They take you as they know you, as you
are, but be hind you, within you, and above you, they see an other pos si ble
man. They are look ing ea gerly and wait ing pa tiently for that man to emerge.
By their ex pec ta tion and their faith, they help him out into the world. They
are con stantly say ing what the mas ter of the house said in the para ble,
‘Friend, go up higher.’ You dis cover your self anew in their very at ti tude to- 
ward some of your raw ness and in ex pe ri ence. You long to make the re al ity
match with their faith in your ca pac ity. It is deadly, in the long run, not to
have that qual ity in our friends.”

“I do en joy spend ing the evening with Fan nie,” one young fel low said to
an other; “she al ways makes me feel so sat is fied with my self.” We like to
have peo ple make us feel sat is fied with our selves, but it may not al ways be
the wis est and the most whole some friend ship that af fects us in this way.
Might it not mean more to us if the in flu ence of our friends upon us were
in spir ing in stead of sooth ing, should prove awak en ing and stim u lat ing, in- 
stead of pro mo tive of self-es teem? “Love seeketh not its own.” That is, it
seeks to help us, to make life mean more to us, to show us new pos si bil i ties
of at tain ment, to start in us new de sires and as pi ra tions, to set be fore us new
vi sions of beauty in char ac ter.

It may be more pleas ant merely to com pli ment your friend on his
promis ing im ma tu ri ties, to praise and flat ter his cal low at tain ments, to make
him think well of him self and sat is fied with what he is; but may not such
friend ship in the end prove harm ful in stead of help ful? May it not in flate his
van ity and make him con tent with what he is? We should take de light in
pleas ing oth ers, in say ing kindly things to them, in en cour ag ing and cheer- 



12

ing them, in com pli ment ing them when they do well. Some peo ple al ways
have a de press ing, chill ing in flu ence over us. They never say a word of
com men da tion, of ap proval, of cheer. In stead, they crit i cize, dis ap prove,
point out the de fects in our selves or in our work; at least they give the im- 
pres sion that they do not fa vor ably re gard what has been done by us. There
is dis heart en ment in such with hold ing of praise. Some par ents fail at this
point. So do some teach ers.

St. Paul has a sug ges tive word on this sub ject in one of his epis tles. He
says, first, that they that are strong should bear the in fir mi ties of the weak.
Then he adds, “Let each one of us please his neigh bor for that which is
good, unto ed i fy ing.” We are to please our neigh bor. That is, we are to say
to him the things that will please him, make him happy, give him plea sure.
We have no right to give him pain in our words to him, to be brusque, heart- 
less, and un civil, to re strain love, to dis cour age him. This ex hor ta tion is a
very im por tant one in a life of love. Good man ners are part of Chris tian ity.
Grace means beauty, and noth ing un gra cious should ever ap pear in the life
of one who be longs to Christ. Even if we must speak words of re proof, they
should be spo ken in love.

But there is a lim i ta tion which we must not over look — we are to please
him for his good, to ed i fy ing. We must never give him plea sure which
would do him any hurt. Ed i fi ca tion means build ing up. What ever you say to
your neigh bor to please him must add some thing of beauty or com plete ness
to the build ing of char ac ter that is go ing on in him. Now you may speak to
your friend words which will greatly please him but will not do him good,
will not ed ify him, will not add any thing to the beauty and com plete ness of
the build ing that is go ing up in his life. You may flat ter him, and he may
like it, but it will only puff him up, not build him up. You are his true friend
only when you please him for his good. This you may do, not by mak ing
him feel sat is fied with him self, as he is, in his fault i ness and fail ure, but by
giv ing him glimpses of higher things which he may be in spired to try to
reach. “Love seeketh not its own.”

There is an other way in which love may seek the good of friends. One
comes to you on be half of an other whose life has been full of bur den and
sor row. The ques tion is, What can be done to lighten the load and make the
way eas ier for this per son? When you were younger, you would prob a bly
have en tered with earnest into the mat ter and have tried to help to find some
less bur den some way of life for the per son. You would have felt con strained
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to try to give him re lief. For ex am ple, if money would re move the hard ness
of the strug gle and you had money, you would have been in clined to give it
that the per son might have an eas ier course. But you are learn ing as you go
on through life that in seek ing the good of oth ers, you must not al ways
make their bur dens less. Our bur den is God’s gift to us, and God’s gift is
some thing sa cred; it has a bless ing in it for us. If you were to take away
your friend’s bur den you would wrong him. The hard thing in his life per- 
haps is God’s very way of pre par ing him for a higher place, for no bler char- 
ac ter, for larger use ful ness. If you in ter fere, you may spoil God’s plan for
his life.

When it is said, then, that love must al ways seek the good of oth ers, the
mean ing is not that it must al ways make things eas ier for them. Re mem ber
that your best friend is he who makes you do what you can. It is not wise
love in a fa ther that makes life too easy for his chil dren. A young man has a
de sire to ob tain an ed u ca tion, that he may be fit ted for a cer tain call ing or
pro fes sion. He has not the means to en able him to make the nec es sary
prepa ra tion with out much strug gle and long de lay. Some friend wishes to
help him, and pro poses to ad vance the money that he may pur sue the course
of train ing un in ter rupt edly, and in as ef fec tive way as pos si ble. Ev ery one
thinks the young man pe cu liarly for tu nate and ad vises him to ac cept the aid.
But there is a se ri ous ques tion whether it is a kind ness or not, thus to make
the way so easy for the young man. Per haps it would have been bet ter for
him in the end if he had de clined the prof fered help and set out to reach the
goal of his am bi tion by his own self-deny ing strug gles. He would have
made more of a man of him self, al most cer tainly, if he had won his way un- 
aided.

We can help peo ple most, not by do ing things for them, but by in spir ing
them and then teach ing them to do the things for them selves. Some young
wives love their hus bands and then in their ten der ness try to re strain their
earnest ness and mod er ate their en ergy and hold them back from ex haust ing
and self-deny ing ser vice. It may be love, but that is not the best way to help
make the man they would be proud of by and by. What a wor thy man needs
from his wife is in spi ra tion, in cen tive, en cour age ment, cheer, the kin dling
of en thu si asm, the sug ges tion of high ideals, loftier vi sions of Chris tian life,
im pulses to ward no bler at tain ments and sub limer achieve ments. “Love
seeketh not its own.” It seeketh the best and heav en li est for its friend and
tries to en cour age and stim u late him to reach it.
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We may look some what care fully at St. Paul’s de scrip tion of love, as we
have it in the mid dle verses of this won der ful lit tle chap ter. “Love suf fer eth
long and is kind; love en vi eth not; love vaun teth not it self, is not puffed up,
doth not be have it self un seemly, seeketh not its own, is not pro voked, taketh
not ac count of evil; re joiceth not in un righ teous ness but re joiceth with the
truth; beareth all things, be lieveth all things, hopeth all things, en dureth all
things.”

“Love suf fer eth long.” It is dis mayed at no cost. Young peo ple with out
ex pe ri ence are apt to think of love as all plea sure, rap ture, bliss. But love
oft times means suf fer ing. It means ser vice, and ser vice means sac ri fice,
even unto the ut ter most. We never know when we say to an other, “I will be
your friend,” what it is go ing to cost us to ful fill our prom ise. Here is a man
who promised to love his wife and to cher ish her un til death should sep a rate
them. That was nearly a score of years ago, and she was a ra di antly beau ti- 
ful bride that night. For the past twelve years and more she has been an in- 
valid, some times al most help less, un able to do her share in the home life or
to bear any bur dens, her self only and al ways a bur den, as the world would
say. He car ries her up stairs and down stairs, and from room to room. But
through all this time his love has been faith ful to its vow that wed ding
night. It never has failed. It is ten derer to-day than ever. It never has tired.
Love suf fer eth long. It seeketh not its own.

“Love is kind.” Kind ness is one of the sweet est words in the Bible. One
of the great verses in the Scrip tures is that in Isa iah: “The moun tains may
de part, and the hills be re moved; but my lov ingkind ness shall not de part
from thee.” Think of God’s lov ing kind ness. " Love is kind." It takes a long
time to learn to be re ally kind — for when the les son is per fectly learned the
kind ness will never fail. Most of us are kind at cer tain times, and to cer tain
peo ple, but to be al ways kind and al ways kind to ev ery body — that is a les- 
son which it takes all life to learn. Yet that is what love is. That is part, too,
of “seeketh not its own.” No mat ter how they hurt you, how they wrong
you, how they pierce you with nails — love is kind, keeps on do ing gen tle
things. Love suf fer eth long and is kind.

“Love en vi eth not.” Per haps you have not thought of that lit tle word, en- 
vi eth. " If one re ally loves an other," says Pres i dent King, “he will be grudge
him no good, but he would rather be stow more if he could.” It is easy to
give way to envy when your friend is hon ored and you are over looked,
when peo ple praise him and pay lit tle heed to you. " Love en vi eth not." It is
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con tent to be for got ten, and loves on, de sir ing only to serve, to be a bless- 
ing, to do good. It seeketh not its own.

“Love vaun teth not it self, is not puffed up.” It is hum ble, with out self-
con ceit. Some peo ple are so great in their own es ti ma tion of them selves,
that they can not see any great ness in any other. These can not serve oth ers.
We should pray to be de liv ered from self-con ceit. It is a heavy bur den to
carry with us. “Love seeketh not its own.” In honor it pre fer reth oth ers,
rather than self.

Love “doth not be have it self un seemly.” It is mod est, rev er ent, hum ble,
lowly. “Is not pro voked.” Is good tem pered. You can not in sult love. It does
not bris tle up, is not touchy. One who is ir ri ta ble and gets pro voked at ev ery
lit tle thing is a great an noy ance to oth ers. They have to be al ways on the
watch lest they hurt him or of fend him in some way, he is so sen si tive. A
quick tem pered per son is a con stant and painful an noy ance to all about him.
He is by no means pleas ant to live with. Here is a man in a busi ness firm
who is so touchy, so ir ri ta ble, so ready to fly into an un govern able pas sion
at the mer est word one of his part ners or busi ness as so ciates, or em ploy ers
may say, that ev ery one avoids him as far as pos si ble. This man does not
know the mean ing of the words, “Love seeketh not its own.”

“Love taketh not ac count of evil.” It is un sus pi cious. It does not look for
de fects, does not count up the wrongs com mit ted against it, does not imag- 
ine slights or un kind nesses, when al most cer tainly none were in tended.
Bound less is the wretched ness which one per son may cause who is al ways
look ing for and find ing wrong things in oth ers. “Love seeketh not its own,”
is care ful not to do in jus tice or in jury to oth ers. “Love beareth all things, be- 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things.” It hopes that the evil re port about an- 
other is not true. It is loath to be lieve any thing bad of an other. It “en dureth
all things.” It is pa tient. It never says, “I can not bear this treat ment any
longer.” It for gives, not seven times only, but sev enty times seven. It never
thinks of self. “Love seeketh not its own.”

The prob lem of Chris tian liv ing is to keep love in the heart, year af ter
year, even though bear ing wrong and in jus tice con tin u ally. That was the
way Je sus did. His en e mies re viled him, de nied him, mocked him, be trayed
him, but he loved on and never grew bit ter. His heart was as gen tle at the
last as it was at the be gin ning. No mat ter how men hurt him, the wound
healed it self in stantly. That is the prob lem of love with us. “Love en dureth
all things,” “never faileth.” “For fif teen years,” one said, “I have had to bear
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daily out bursts of anger, with abu sive words and un kind ac cu sa tions, in my
home; must I go on keep ing sweet just as if I re ceived only sweet ness?”
Well, that was Christ’s way. That is what love means.

Thus all this won der ful de scrip tion of love cen ters in the one qual ity —
Love “seeketh not its own.” It does seek, in stead, the good, the joy, the ben- 
e fit of the other, of any oth ers, of all oth ers. Self is hid den, over looked, put
out of sight, dead, and the whole aim of life is to do good to the other, to
please him, to ad vance his honor, to add to the beauty of his char ac ter, and
to pro mote his true ad van tage.

This is a most del i cate test of life. Of whom do we think first in de cid ing
that we will, or will not do a cer tain thing — of our selves or of oth ers?
Love does not ask, “What is in it for me? Will it ben e fit me? Will it bring
me gain? Will it make me happy?” In stead of this, it asks, “Will this be a
bless ing to oth ers? Will it im part hap pi ness to them? Will it give com fort
and en rich ment of life?” “Love seeketh not its own.”

Take a some what wider view of the les son. It is not to be con fined
merely to the few peo ple with whom we form per sonal friend ships. It is the
only rule for such re la tion ships. There can be no real friend ships of which
this is not the ba sis. If we think of a friend ship only for what it will mean to
us, what help it will give to us, what plea sure we shall get out of it, we are
de bas ing holy things. We must put it the other way and ask what we can
make it mean to the per son to whom we are seek ing to be a friend. Then we
are look ing at it in the Christ like way “The Son of man came not to be min- 
is tered unto, but to min is ter, and to give his life.” That which makes so
much that is called friend ship empty, a mere name, is be cause peo ple re- 
verse all this and seek to be min is tered unto by those whom they take into
their lives. They ex pect to be served, and when the ser vice ceases, when
they them selves are re quired to serve and make sac ri fices, bear bur dens, en- 
dure suf fer ings, they grow im pa tient and weary of the bond which they
have been call ing friend ship.

The les son ap plies in the widest sense. As fol low ers of Christ we must
have love that “seeketh not its own” in all our liv ing. It was thus that Christ
him self loved. The peo ple had never seen such a friend as he was to them.
Other men lived for them selves. They cared noth ing for any one who could
be of no use to them. They de spised the poor. They gave no thought to the
lowly. Then Je sus came and he cared for peo ple re gard less of their con di- 
tion. He sym pa thized with them in their dis tresses. He had com pas sion
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upon them in their needs. He went among them with all ten der ness and gen- 
tle ness. He turned away from none. The man who needed him was the man
he wanted to see. Even the loath some leper found in him a friend with sym- 
pa thy. The home with suf fer ing in it was the home to which he went most
ea gerly. It was a strange re veal ing which the peo ple found in Je sus. The
world had never seen a life like his be fore. He did not seek his own — he
was the friend of men, of ev ery man. He sought to lift up the fallen. He saw
some thing beau ti ful, at least he saw the pos si bil i ties of beauty, in the most
de praved life, and sought to find these pos si bil i ties and bring them out.

We know the way Christ lived and the way he loved. The cross was the
end, but the cross meant love. The Good Shep herd gave his life for his
sheep. We think of Christ as our Re deemer, and so he was. He died tor us.
And that is the only mean ing some peo ple see in the life and death of Je sus.
But there is an other mean ing. He would lead us, too, into a life and a love
just like his own. We must learn to love as he did. We must for get self, and
seek not our own — just as he did. We are Chris tians only so far as we have
his love in our lives. He saved his life by los ing it, and there is no other way
we can save our lives, but by los ing them.

There is a beau ti ful story of two boys in Switzer land. The mother from
her win dow watched them cross ing the frozen lake close to their home, to
go to their fa ther, who was work ing on the other side. They went swiftly till
they came to a crack in the ice. The older boy leaped over eas ily, but the
younger was afraid and stopped. Then the mother saw the taller boy lie
down on the ice, mak ing a bridge with his body over the break, and then she
saw the lit tle one creep over on this hu man bridge in safety to the other
side, and saw both boys then hurry on to their fa ther.

This il lus trates what Je sus did for the world. There was an im pass able
chasm be tween earth and heaven, be tween men and God, and Je sus made a
way by which all who will can cross that chasm. He said “I am the way …
no one cometh unto the Fa ther but by me.” He made a bridge of his own
life, lay ing him self down across it that oth ers might pass over on him to
God’s eter nal life. Love in him sought not its own. He gave him self that
oth ers might be saved.

We un der stand this of Christ and what he has done for us, and we praise
him for his won der ful love and re demp tion. But we should not for get that
we are to be bridges too and that men are to pass over on us from sin to sal- 
va tion, from sor row to joy, from need to com fort, from death to life. We
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must be in the world as Je sus was — a friend of men and women and chil- 
dren. We that are strong should help the weak. It is well to build our great
churches and have our glad ser vices. It is well to re joice in our priv i leges,
our prayers, our holy com mu nions, our love-feasts. Pe ter was so happy in
the glory of the Trans fig u ra tion Mount that he wanted to twine boughs and
build booths and stay there. But mean while sin, sor row, and need waited be- 
low, at the foot of the moun tain. They might not stay in the glory. We some- 
times say we wish we could abide in our sweet fel low ship here, and not go
back any more to the world. But that is not the mean ing of our spir i tual life.
This is not heaven yet.

We are on the earth to re peat the love of Christ wher ever we go. Our
hands are his hands, our lips are his lips. We are to have com pas sion,
Christ’s com pas sion, upon peo ple who are liv ing in sin. We are in his place
to lift up those who have fallen. We are to be the way to God for those who
can not get to him. We are to lay our selves down that oth ers may cross over
on us from weak ness to strength, from de feat and fail ure to vic tory and
blessed ness, from fear to hope. Un til Chris tian men be gin to love peo ple in
this way, they have not learned what it is to be fol low ers of Christ. That is
part of the mean ing of the words, “Love seeketh not its own.”

Do we re ally love peo ple? Do we love them in any small de gree as
Christ loved them? " As I have loved you, that ye also love one an other" —
is the mea sure of the love he would have us bear to all. Is it true of our love
that “it seeketh not its own?” In his re cent book, “The Friendly Life,” Henry
F. Cope says: “Men to wards men are more bru tal than are the brutes. Seek- 
ing their feed boxes and hayracks, they care not on whom they tram ple. Our
fac to ries, our streets, all our com plex life, is like that scene at Bethesda — it
is a good and hope ful and en er giz ing place for the strong, a sad, hard one
for the weak. But into the scenes of self ish strife there comes an other pres- 
ence, that of the lover of men, one filled with a pas sion for peo ple, who
does not de spise the fail ure, who for gets that the beg gar is dirty and de- 
crepit, un whole some and re pul sive, who re mem bers only that he is a man
and in need, who sees only the op por tu nity to serve. He is the great helper.
His heart goes out to the help less. He is the world’s great teacher, of hu man- 
ity. He is the high priest at the eter nal al tar of sac ri fice.”

Christ came to save the world. He would save it by love. He loved and
gave him self. Now he would have us love and give our selves. In no other
way can his love get to the lives that need its bless ing. Some one has said,
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“The great est thing a man can do for his heav enly Fa ther is to be kind to
some of the Fa ther’s other chil dren.” To love oth ers as Christ loved is the
high est ser vice we can ren der to any one. We should pray God to teach us
this love that seeketh not its own. Only God can teach it to us. We can not
learn it in the high schools or col leges or uni ver si ties, nor even in the the o- 
log i cal sem i nar ies. We can learn it only from the great di vine Teacher him- 
self. We can get this love only down from heaven. It is not of any earthly
ori gin. It was born into the world the night that Je sus was born at Beth le- 
hem. It can come into our heart and life only by be ing born again into us.
We must have Christ him self in us, and then we shall love, then we shall
cease to seek our own, then self shall die out of our hearts and love shall fill
us and rule in us.

We should prac tice the les son, for only thus can we re al ize its pos si bil i- 
ties. We know it in a way as a les son, we can re cite it fairly; now let us
prac tice it. We talk about prac tic ing the pres ence of God, mak ing it a fa mil- 
iar re al ity in this way. We talk about prac tic ing im mor tal ity, — train ing our- 
selves to live the im mor tal life in our earthly re la tions. Let us also prac tice
love. You can con ceive of a per son know ing mu sic per fectly as a sci ence,
and yet not be ing able to sing or play the sim plest song. You can con ceive
of one know ing all the prin ci ples and all the rules of art, and yet not be ing
able to draw the sim plest sketch or paint the small est pic ture. So you can
con ceive of one know ing all about love as a the ory, all the sci ence of love,
all that Je sus taught, all that St. Paul taught, and yet not hav ing in his life
the sim plest be gin nings of love.

We have been think ing of some of the forms and re quire ments of love.
Love suf fer eth long and is kind; love en vi eth not, love doth not be have it- 
self un seemly, thin keth no evil, seeketh not its own, beareth all things,
hopeth all things, en dureth all things.

We know our les son quite well; now let us go out and prac tice it.
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?
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through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)
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