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PREFACE.

Every disciple of Jesus Christ should read at least
a few verses from the word of God each day, and
every Christian household should have its daily service
of worship, with the readinor of the Scriptures and
prayer.

But though all parts of the Bible are valuable, and
even its dryest genealogical tables have their uses to
the student of history, yet all portions are not equally
profitable for devotional purposes, nor adapted to read-
ing in the family. Some selection therefore must be
made, ana all persons are not qualified to make it for
themselves.

It has seemed to me that there is need of a good
selection of Scripture passages, of nearly uniform length,
fitted for reading at family worship, so chosen as to
furnish a reading for every day in the year and to
complete the Bible in a year; so arranged that the se-
lection for any day can be found readily; printed in
clear and legible type and of a form and size conven-
ient for use. To meet such needs this volume has been
compiled.

In the selection of passages the endeavor has been
to follow the general current of history in the Bible,
choosing mainly such passages as have some plain spir-
itual purpose; interspersing psalms with historical por-
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tions, and placing the selections from the prophets and
the epistles nearly where they belong in the historical
order. In order to obtain just a sufficient number and
no more, and at the same time to present extracts from
the widest variety of books, many precious passages
have been necessarily omitted. Perhaps no two readers
of the Bible would agree precisely upon the same
selection.

It is the prayer of the compiler that this little work
may help to a better understanding, a deeper interest,
and a richer enjoyment in the Word of Life.

JEssE L. HurLsurT.
New York, September 9, 1890.
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SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS.

JANUARY L

THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. Gen. i, 1-13.

1 Ix the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth.

2 And the earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

8 And God said, Let there be light: and there was
light.

°4 And God saw the light, that it was good : and God
divided the light from the ddl kness.

5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness
he called Night. And the evening and the morning
were the ﬁrst day.

6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the
midst of the waters, and let 1t divide the waters from
the waters. i

7 And God made the firmament, and divided the
waters which were under the firmament from the waters
which were above the firmament: and it was so.

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the
evening and the morning were the second day.

9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be
gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land
appear : and 1t was so.

10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the
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gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and
God saw that it was good. "

11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass,
the herb yielding seed, and the fruit-tree yielding fruit
after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth:
and it was so.

12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb
yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit,
whose seed was in itself, atter his kind: and God saw
that 1t was good.

13 And the evening and the morning were the third
day.

JANUARY 2.

PRAISE YE THE LORD. Psa. exlviii.

1 Praise ye the Lorp. Praise ye the Lorp from the
heavens: praise him in the heights.

2 Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his
hosts.

3 Praise ye him, sun'and moon: praise him, all ye
stars of light. | '

4 Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters
that be above the heavens.

5 Let them praise the name of the Lorp: for he
commanded, and they were created.

6 He hath also stablished them for ever and ever:
he hath made a decree which shall not pass.

7 Praise the Lorp from the earth, ye dragons, and
all deeps : '

8 Hire, and hail; snow, and vapor; stormy wind
fulfilling his word : '

9 Mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all
cedars :
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10 Beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying
fowl:

11 Kings of the earth, and all people ; princes, and
all judges of the earth :

12 Both young men, and maidens; old men, and
children :

13 Let them praise the name of the Lorp: for his
name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth
and heaven.

14 He also exalteth the horn of his people, the praise
of all his saints; even of the children of Is'ra-el, a peo-
ple near unto him. Praise ye the Lorp.

JANUARY 3.

THE CREAT;ON OF MAN. Gen. i, 20-31.

20 Axp God said, Let the waters bring forth abun-
dantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that
may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.

21 And God created great whales, and every living
creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth
abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl
aftel his kind : and God saw that it was good

2 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and
rnultiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl
multiply in the earth.

23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth
day.

%4 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the liv-
ing creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing,
and beast of the earth after his kind : and it was so.

25 And God made the beast of the earth after his
kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that

9
~
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creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw
that it was good.

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness : and let them have dominion over ﬁ:le_
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creep-
ing thing 'that creepeth upon the earth.

27 So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him; male and female created.
he them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them,
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thmg
that moveth upon the ear th,

29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every
herb bearing seed, Whlch 1s upon the face of all the
earth, and every 1 ee, in the which is the fruit of a tree
yielding seed ; to you 1t shall be for meat.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl
of the air, and to every thmg that creepeth upon the
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green
herb for meat: and it was so.

31 And God saw every thing that he had made and,
behold, it was very good. And the evening and the
morning were the sixth day.

JANUARY Z.

THE FALL oF MAN. Gen. iii, 1—15.

1 Now the serpent was more subtile than any beast
of the field which the Lorp God had made. And he
said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not
eat of every tree of the garden ?
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2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may
eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

8 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst
of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it,
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall
not surely die:

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof,
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil.

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, and that 1t was pleasant to the eyes, and a
tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her hLus-
band with her; and he did eat.

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked ; and they sewed fig leaves
together, and made themselves aprons.

8 And they heard the voice of the Lorp God walk-
ing in the garden in the cool of the day: and Ad’am
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the
Lorp God amongst the trees of the garden.

9 And the Lorp God called unto Ad’am, and said
unto him, Where art thou ?

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden,
and I was afraid, because I was naked ; and I hid my-
self.

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast
naked ? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I com-
manded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest
to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

13 And the Lorp God said unto the woman, What
is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The
serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

14 And the Lorp God said unto the serpent, Be-
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cause thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all
cattle, and above every beast of the field ; upon thy
belly ‘shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days
of thy life:

15 And I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

JANUARY 5.
THE DEATH OF ABEL. Gen. iv, 3-15.

8 AxDp in process of time it came to pass, that Cain
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the
LORD

4 And A'bel, he also brought of the firstlings of his
flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lorp had respect
unto A’'bel and to his offering:

5 But unto Cain and his offering he had not respect.
And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

6 And the Lokp said unto Cain, Why art thou
wroth 2 and why is thy countenance fdllen ?

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? and
if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door: and unto
thee shall be his desne and thou shalt rule over him.

8 And Cain talked with A’'bel his brother: and it
came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain
rose up against A’bel his brother, and slew him.

9 And the Lorp said unto Cam Where is A'bel thy
brother? And he said, I know not: AmI my brother’s
keeper?

10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of
thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground.

11 And now art thou cursed from the ealth which
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hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother’s blood
from thy hand.

12 \Vhen thou tillest the ground, it shall not hence-
forth yield unto thee her stlength a fugitive and a
vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.

13 And Cain said unto the Lorp, My punishment is
rreater than I can bear.

14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the
face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and
I shall be a fuoqtlve and a vagabond in the earth; and
it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me
shall slay me.

15 And the Lorp said unto him, Therefore whoso-
ever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him
sevenfold. And the Lorp set a mark upon Cain, lest
any finding him should kill him.

JANUARY 6.
THE HEAVENS DECLARE. Psa. xix,

1 Tue heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament showeth his handiwork.

2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto
night showeth knowledge.

3 There is no speech nor language, where their voice
18 not heard.

4 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and
their words to the end of the world. In them hath he
set a tabernacle for the sun,

5 Which is as a bndecrloom coming out of his cham-
ber, and rejoiceth as a shong man to run a race.

6 Ilis going forth is from the end of the heaven, and
his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid
from the heat thereof.



8 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

7 The law of the Lorb is perfect, converting the soul :
the testimony of the Lorp is sure, making wise the
simple. .

8 The statutes of the Lorp are right, rejoicing the
heart: the commandment of the Lorp is pure, enlight-
ening the eyes.

9 The fear of the Lorp is clean, enduring forever:
the judgments of the Lorp are true and righteous
altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than
much fine gold : sweeter also than honey, and the honey-
comb.

11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in
keeping of them there is great reward.

12 Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me
from secret faults.

13 Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous
sins ; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I
be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great trans-
gression.

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation
of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lorp, my
strength, and my redeemer.

JANUARY 7.

THE FLoop ForETOLD. Gen. vi, 5-22.

5 Axp God saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

6 And it repented the Lorp that he had made man
on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.

. 7 And the Lorp said, I will destroy man whom I
have created from the face of the earth ; both man, and
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beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air;
for it repenteth me that I have made them.

8 But No’ah found grace in the eyes of the Lorp.

9 These are the generations of No’ah: No'ah was a

just man and perfect in his generations, and No'ah

walked with God.

10 And No'ah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and
Ja'pheth.

11 The earth also was corrupt before God ; and the
earth was filled with violence.

12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it
was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon
the earth.

13 And God said unto No'ah, The end of all flesh
is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence
through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with
the earth.

14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt
thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and
without with pitch.

15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it
of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits,
the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty
cubits.

16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a
cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark
shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second,
and third stories shalt thou make it.

17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters
upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath
of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in
the earth shall die.

18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and
thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and
thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee.

19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every
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sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive
with thee; they shall be male and female,

20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their
kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind ;
two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them
alive.

21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten,
and thou shalt gather it to thee ; and it shall be for food
for thee, and for them.

92 Thus did No’ ah; according to all that God com-
manded him, so did he.

JANUARY 8. 3
GOING OUT  OF THE ARK. Gen. viii, 6-22.

6 AND it came to pass at the end of forty days, that
No’ah opened the window of the ark whlch he had
made:

7 And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to
and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the
earth.

8 Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the
waters were abated from off the face of the ground.

9 But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot,
and she returned unto him into the ark; for the waters
were on the face of the whole earth. Then he put forth
his hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into
the ark.

10 And he stayed yet other seven days; and again
he sent forth the dove out of the ark.

11 And the dove came in to him in the evening, and,
lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf plucked off: so
No'ah knew that the waters were abated from off the
earth,
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12 And he stayed yet other seven days, and sent
forth the dove, which returned not again unto him any
more.

13 And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first
year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the
waters were dried up from off the earth: and No'ah
removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, be-
hold, the face of the ground was dry.

14 And in the second month, on the seven and
twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried.

15 And God spake unto No'ah, saying,

16 Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy
sons, and thy sons’ wives with thee.

17 Bui ing forth with thee every living thing that is
with thee, “of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattje and
of every creeping thlng that creepeth upon the earth;
that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be
fruicful, and multiply upon the earth.

18 And No’ah went forth, and his sons, and his wife,
and his sons’ wives with him:

19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl,
and whatsoever creepeth upon the ealth after their
kinds, went forth out of the ark.

20 And No'ah builded an altar unto the Lorp p; and
took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and
offered burnt-offerings on the altar.

91 And the Lorp smelled a sweet savor; and the
Lorp said in his heart, I will not again curse the
ground any more for man’s sake; for the imagination
of man’s heart is evil from his youth: neither will
I again smite any more every thing living, as I have
done.

22 While the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest,
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day
and night shall not cease.
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JANUARY O,
Gop’s COVENANT WITH NOAH. Gen. ix, 8-19.

8 Anp God spake unto No’ah, and to his sons with
him, saying,

9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you,
and with your seed after you,

10 And with every living creature that is with you,
of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the
earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to
every beast of the earth.

11 And I will establish my covenant with you;
neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters
of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to
destroy the earth..

12 And God said, This is the token of the cove-
nant which I make between me and you, and every
living creature that-is with you, for perpetual gen-
erations:

18 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for
a token of a covenant between me and the earth.

14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud
over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the
cloud :

15 And I will remember my covenant, which is be-
tween me and you and every living creature of all flesh;
and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy
all flesh.

16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will
look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting cov-
enant between God and every living creature of all flesh
that is upon the earth.

17 And God said unto No’ah, This is the token of
the covenant, which I have established between me and
all flesh that is upon the earth.
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18 And the sons of No'ah, that went forth of the
ark, were Shem, and IHam, and Ja'pheth: and Ham is
the father of Ca'naan.

19 These are the three sons of No’ah: and of them
was the whole earth overspread.

JANUARY 10.
MAKE A JoYFUL NOISE. Psa. e.

1 Maxke a joyful noise unto the Lorp, all ye lands.

2 Serve the Lorp with gladness: come before his
presence with singing.

3 Know ye that the Lorp he is God: it is he that
hath made us, and not we ourselves ; we are his people,
and the sheep of his pasture.

4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into
his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless
his name.

5 For the Lorp is good; his mercy is everlasting;
and his truth endureth to all generations.

JANUARY 11.
THE CALL OF ABRAM. Gen. xii, 1-10.

1 Now the Lorp had said unto A’bram, Get thee out
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy
father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee:

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt
be a blessing :

8 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse
him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of
the earth be blessed.

4 So A'bram departed, as the Lorp had spoken unto
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him; and Lot went with him : and A'bram was seventy
and five years old when he departed out of Haran.

5 And A'bram took Sa'rai his wife, and Lot his
brother’s son, and all their substance that they had
gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Ha'ran;
and they went forth to go into the land of Ca'naan; and
into the land of Ca'naan they came.

6 And A'bram passed through the land unto the
place of Si‘chem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the
Ca'naan-ite was then in the land.

7 And the Lorp appeared unto A’bram, and said,
Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded
he an altar unto the Lorp, who appeared unto him.

8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on
the east of Beth'el, and pitched his tent, having Beth’el
on the west, and Ha'l on the east : and there he builded
an altar unto the Lorp, and called upon the name of
the Lorp. \

9hAnd A'bram journeyed, going on still toward the
south.

10 And there was a famine in the land: and A'bram
went down into E'gypt to sojourn there; for the famine
was grievous in the Jand.

JANUARY 12.
Gop’s PROMISE T0O ABRAM. Gen. xiii, 7-18.

7 A~xp there was a strife between the herdmen of
A’'bram’s cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle: and
fhe Ca’naan-ite and the Per'izzite dwelt then in the
and.

8 And A'bram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife,
I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my
herdmen and thy herdmen ; for we be brethren.

9 Is not the whole land before thee? separate thy-
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self, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left
hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to
the nwht hand, then I will go “to the left.

10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the
plain of Jor'dan, that it was well watered every-where,
before the Lorp destroyed Sod’om and Go-mor'rah, even
as the garden of the Lorp, like the land of E'gypt, as
thou comest unto Zoar.

11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jor'dan; and
Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves the
one from the other.

12 A’bram dwelt in the land of Camaan, and Lot
dwelt in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent
toward Sod’om,

13 But the men of Sod’om were wicked and sinners
before the Lorp exceedingly.

14 And the Lorp said unto A’'bram, after that Lot
was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and
look from the place where thou art northward, and
southward, and eastward, and westward :

15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I
give 1t, and to thy seed forever.

16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the
earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the

earth, then shall thy seed also be nnmbered.
- 17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it
and in the breadth of it; > for T will give it unto thee.

18 Then A’bram lemoved his tent, and came and
dwelt in the plain of Mam’re, which 1s in He'bron, and
built there an altar unto the Lorp.

JANUARY 13.
THE BLESSING OF MELCHIZEDEK. Gen. xiv, 14-24.

14 Axp when A’bram heard that his brother was
taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in
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his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued
them unto Dan.

15 And he divided himself against them, he and
his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued
them unto Ho’bah, which is on the left hand of
Da-mas’cus.

16 And he brought back all the goods, and also
brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the
women also, and the people.

17 And the king of Sod’om went out to meet him,
after his return from the slaughter of Ched-or-la-o'mer
and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of
Sha'veh, which is the king’s dale.

18 And Mel-chiz'e-dek king of Sa’lem brought forth
bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high
God. '

19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be A’bram
of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:

20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath
delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave
him tithes of all. ,

21 And the king of Sod’om said unto A’'bram, Give
me the persons, an§ take the goods to thyself. -

22 And A’bram said to the king of Sod’om, I have
lifted up mine hand unto the Lorp, the most high God,
the possessor of heaven and earth,

23 That I will not take from a thread even to a
shoe-latchet, and that I will not take any thing that is
thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made A’bram
rich:

24 Save only that which the young men have
eaten, and the portion of the men which went with
me, A'ner, Esh’col, and Mam're; let them take their
portion.
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JANUARY 14,
THE LorD 1S My LIGHT. DPsa. xxvii.

1 Tue Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom
shall 1 fear? the Lorp is the strength of my life; of
whom shall I be afraid ?

2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes,
came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.

3 Though a host should encamp against me, my heart
shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in
this will I be confident.

4 One thing have I desired of the Lorp, that will
I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the
Lorp all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the
Lorp, and to inquire in his tem ple.

5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his
pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide
me ; he shall set me upon a rock.

6 And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine
enemies round about me: therefore will [ offer 1 his
tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing
praises unto the Lorp.

7 Hear, O Lorp, when I cry with my voice: have
mercy also upon me, and answer me.

8 When thou saidst, Seek ye my face ; my heart said
unto thee, Thy face, Lorp, will I seek.

9 Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy serv-
ant away in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me
not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.

10 When my father and my mother forsake me, then
the Lorp will take me up.

11 Teach me thy way, O Lorp, and lead me in a
plain path, because of mine enemies.

12 Deliver me not over unto the will of mine ene-
mies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and
such as breathe out cruelty.
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13 I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the
goodness of the Lorp in the land of the living.

14 Wait on the Lorp: be of good courage, and he
shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lorp.

JANUARY 15.
Gop’'s COVENANT WITH ABRAM. Gen. xv, 5-18.
5 Anp he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look

now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able
to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy
seed be.

6 And he believed in the Lorp; and he counted it
to him for righteousness.

7 And he said unto him, I am the Lorp that brought
thee out of Ur of the Chal'dees, to give thee this land
to inherit it. \

8 And he said, Lord Gobp, whereby shall I know
that I shall inherit 1t?

9 And he said unto him, Take me a heifer of three
years old, and a she-goat of three years old, and a ram
of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.

10 And he took unto him all these, and divided them
in the midst, and laid each piece one against another :
but the birds divided he not.

11 And when the fowls came down upon the carcasses
A'bram drove them away.

12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep
fell upon A’bram; and, lo, a horror of great darkness
fell upon him.

13 And he said unto A’bram, Know of a surety that
thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs,
and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four
hundred years;

14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will
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I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great
substance.

15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou
shalt be buried in a o'ood old age.

16 But in the fourth genelatlon they shall come hither
again : for the iniquity of the Am’orites is not yet full.

°17 And it came to pass, that, when the sun went
down, and 1t was dark, behold a smo]\mg furnace, and
a burmng lamp that pacsed between those pieces.

18 In that same day the Lorp made a covenant with
A'bram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land,
from the river of E'gypt unto the great river, the river
Eu-phra'tes:

JANUARY 16.
ABRAHAM’'S PRAYER FOR SoDOM. Gen. xviii, 22-33.

22 Axp the men turned their faces from thence, and
went toward Sod'om: but A’bra-ham stood yet before
the Lorbp.

23 And A'bra-ham drew near, and said, Wilt thou
also destroy the righteous with the wicked ?

94 Peradventure there be fifty rightecus within the
city : wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for
the fifty righteous that are therein ?

95 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to
slay the righteous with the wicked ; and that the nght
eous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee:
Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?

26 And the Lorp said, If I find in Sod’om fifty right-
eous within the city, then I will spare all the place “for
their sakes,

27 And A'bra-ham answered and said, Behold now,
I have taken upon me to speak unto the L01d which am
but dust and ashes :

28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty



20 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY RE’ADIN G.

righteous : wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five ?
And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not
destroy it.

29 And he spoke unto him yet again, and said, Per-
adventure there shall be forty found there. And he
said, I will not do 1t for forty’s sake.

30 And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak : Peradventure there shall thirty
be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find
thirty there.

31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me
to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be
twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it
for twenty’s sake.

82 And he said, Oh let not'the Lord be angry,
and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten
shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy
it for ten’s sake.

33 And the Lorp went his way, as soon as he had
left communing with A’bra-ham: and A’bra-ham re-
turned unto his place.

JANUARY 17.
THE TRIAL OF ABRAHAM'S FAITH. Gen. xxii, 1-13.

1 AND it came to pass after these things, that God did
tempt A’bra-ham, and said unto him, A’bra-ham : and he
said, Behold, here T am.

9 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son
I'saac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of
Mo-ri'ah ; and offer him there for a burnt-offering upon
one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

3 And A’bra-ham rose up early in the morning, and
saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with
him, and I'saac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt-
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offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which
God had told him.

4 Then on the third day A’bra-ham lifted up his eyes,
and saw the place afar off.

5 And A'bra-ham said unto his young men, Abide ye
here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonde1 and
worship, and come again to you.

6 And A'bra-ham took the wood of the burnt-offeri ing,
and laid it upon I'saac his son ; and he took the fire in
his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them
together.

K And TI'saac spake unto A’bra-ham his father, and
said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. 'And
he sald Behold the fire aud the wood : but where is the
lamb for a burnt- offering ?

8 And A'bra-ham said, My son, God will provide
himself a lamb for a burnt-offering: so they went both
of them together.

9 And they came to the place which God had told
himof ; and A’bra-ham built an altar there, and laid the
wood in order, and bound I’saac his sou, and laid him
on the altar upon the wood.

10 And A’bra-ham stretched forth his hand, and took
the knife to slay his son.

11 And the Angel of the Lorp called untc him out
of heaven, and sald A'bra-ham, A’bxa ham : and he said,
Tere am 1.

12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad,
neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld
thy son, thine only son, from me.

13 And A’braham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and
behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket b his
horns: and A’bra-ham went and took the ram, and
offered him up for a burnt-offering in the stead of his
son,
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JANUARY 18.
0 CoME, LET US SING. Psa. xcv, 1-11.

1 O coxE, let us sing unto the Lorp: let us make a
joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation.

2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving,
and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.

8 For the Lorp is a great God, and a great King
above all gods.

4 Tn his hand are the deep places of the earth: the
strength of the hills is his also.

5 The seais his, and he made it : and his hands formed
the dry land.

6 O come, let us worship and bow down : let us kneel
before the Lorp our maker.

7 For he is our God; and we are the people of his
pasture, and the sheep of his hand. To- day if ye will
hear his voice,

8 Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and
as In the day of temptation in the wilderness :

9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and
saw my work.

10 Forty years long was I grieved with this genera-
tion, and said, It is a people that do err in their heart,
and they have not known my ways:

11 Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should
not enter into my rest.

JANUARY 10.
Gon’s BLESSING UPON IsAAc. Gen. xxvi, 19-29.

19 Axp I'saac’s servants digged in the valley, and
found there a well of springing “Water.
20 And the herdmen of Ge'rar did strive with I'saac’s
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herdmen, saying, The water is ours: and he called the
name of the well E'sek ; because they strove with him.

21 And they digged another well, and strove for that
also: and he called the name of it Sit'nah.

22 And he removed from thence, and digged another
well; and for that they strove not: and he called the name
of it Re-ho'both ; and he said, For now the Lorp hath
made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.

23 And he went up from thence to Be-er’she-ba.

24 And the Lorp appeared unto him the same night,
and said, I am the God of A’bra-ham thy father: fear
not, for T am with thee, and will bless the\,, and multi-
ply thy seed for my servant A'bra-ham’s sake.

25 And he builded an altar there, and called upon
the name of the Loup, and pitched his tent there: and
there I'saac’s servants digged a well. |

26 Then A-bim’e-lech went to him from Ge'rar, and
A-huz'zath one of his friends, and Phi'chol the chief
captain of his army. '

27 And I'saac said unto them, Wherefore come ye to
me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from you?

98 And they said, "We saw certainly that the Lorp
was with thee : and we said, Let there be now an oath
betwixt us, even betwixt us 'and thee, and let us make
a covenant with thee;

29 That thon wilt do us no hurt, as we have not
touched thee, and as we have done unto thee nothing
but good, and have sent thee away in peace: thou art
now the blessed of the Lorp.

JANUARY 20.
JACOB’s VISION. Gen. xxviii, 10-22.

10 Anbp Ja'cob went out from Be-er'she-ba, and went
toward Ha'ran.
11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried
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there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of
the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows,
and lay down in that place to sleep.

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and
behold the angels of God ascending and descending
on it.

13, And, behold, the Lorp stood above it, and said,
I am the Lorp God of A'bra-ham thy father, and the
God of I'saac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will
I give it, and to thy seed ;

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth;
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the
east, and to the mnorth, and to the south: ‘and in thee
and in thy seed shall "all the families of the earth be
blessed.

15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee
in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee
again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I
have done that which I have spoken to thee of.

16 And Ja'cob. awaked out of his sleep, and he
said, Surely the Lorp is in this place; and I knew it
not.

17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this
place! this is none other but the house of God, and this
is the gate of heaven.

18 And Ja'cob rose up early in the morning, and
took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set
it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.

19 And he called the name of that place Beth’el: but
the name of that city was called Luz at the first.

20 And Ja'cob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,

21 So that I come again to my father’s house in
peace; then shall the Lorp be my God:
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22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall
be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt give me I
will surely give the tenth unto thee.

JANUARY 21
JACOB'S WRESTLING. Gen. xxxii, 24-32.

24 Axp Ja'cob was left alone; and there wrestled a
man with him until the breaking of the day.

25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against
him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hol-
low of Ja'cob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled
with him.

26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh.
And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless
me.

27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And
he said, Ja'cob.

28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more
Ja'cob, but Is'ra-el : for as a prince hast thou power with
God and with men, and hast prevailed.

29 And Ja'cob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray
thee, thy name. And he smd Wherefore is it that
thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him
there.

30 And Ja'cob called the name of the place Pe-ni'el:
for I have seen God face .to face. and my life is pre-
served.

31 And as he passed over Pe-nu’el the sun rose upon
him, and he halted upon his thigh.

32 Therefore the children of Is'ra-el eat not of the
sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the
thigh, unto this day; because he touched the hollow of
Ja'cob’s thigh in the sinew that shrank.
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JANUARY 22.

GIvE UNTO THE LORD. Psa. xxix, 1-11.

1 Grve unto the Lorp, O ye mighty, give unto the
Lorp glory and strength. -

2 Give unto the Lorp the glory due unto his name;
worship the Lorp in the beauty of holiness.

8 The voice of the Lorp is upon the waters: the
God of glory thundereth: the Lorp is upon many
waters,

4 The voice of the Lorp is powerful; the voice of
the Lorp is full of majesty.

5 The voice of the Lorp breaketh the cedars; yea,
the Lorp breaketh the cedars of Leb’anon.

6 He maketh them also to skip like a calf ; Leb’a-non
and Sir’i-on like a young unicorn.

7 The voice of the Lorp divideth the flames of fire.

8 The voice of the Lorp shaketh the wilderness; the
Lorp shaketh the wilderness of Ka'desh.

9 The voice of the Lorp maketh the hinds to calve,
and discovereth the forests: and in his temple doth
every one speak of his glory.

10 The Lorp sitteth upon the flood ; yea, the-Lorp
sitteth King forever.

11 The Lorp will give strength unto his people; the
Lorp will bless his people with peace.

JANUARY 23.
THE DREAMS OF JOSEPH. Gen. xxxvii, 3-14.

8 Now Is'rael loved Jo'seph more than all his chil-
dren, because he was the son of his old age: and he
made him a coat of many colors.

4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved
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him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and
could not speak peaceably unto him.

5 And Jo'seph dreamed a dream, and he told it his
brethren : and they hated him yet the more.

6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this
dream which I have dreamed :

7 TFor, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field,
and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and,
behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made
obeisance to my sheaf.

8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed
reign over us ¢ or shalt thou indeed have dominion over
us ¢! And they hated him yet the more for his dreams,
and for his words.

9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it
his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream
more ; and, behold the sun and the moon and the
eleven stars made obeisance to me.

10 And he told 1t to his father, and to his brethren :
and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What
is this dream that thou hast dreamed? ShallI and thy
mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down
ourselves to thee to the earth?

11 And his brethren envied him; but his father
observed the saying.

12 And his brethren went to-feed their father’s flock
in She’chem.

13 And Is'ra-el said unto Jo'seph, Do not thy breth-
ren feed the flock in She’chem? come, and I will send
thee unto them. And he said to him, 'Here am L.

14 And he said to him, Go, [ pray thee, see whether
it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks ;
and bring me word_again. So he sent him out of the
vale of He'bron, and he came to She'chem.
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JANUARY 24.
THE SELLING OF JOSEPH. Gen. xxxvii, 23-36.

23 Anp it came to pass, when Jo'seph was come unto
his brethren, that they stripped Jo’seph out of his coat,
his coat of many colors that was on him;

24 And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and
the pit was empty, there was no water in it.

25 And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted
up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of
Ish’ma-el-ites came from Gil'e-ad, with their camels bear-
ing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down
to E'gypt.

26 And Ju'dah said unto his brethren, What profit
is 1t if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood ?

27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ish'ma-el-ites,
and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our
brother and our flesh: and his brethren were content.

28 Then there passed by Mid'i-an-ites, merchantmen ;
and they drew and lifted up Jo'seph out of the pit, and
sold Jo'seph to the Ish’ma-el-ites for twenty pieces of
silver: and they brought Jo’seph into E'gypt.

29 And Reu’ben returned unto the pit; and, behold,
Jo’seph was not in the pit; and he rent his-clothes.

30 And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The
child is not ; and I, whither shall I go?

81 And they took Jo'seph’s coat, and killed a kid of
the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood ;

32 And they sent the coat of many colors, and they
brought it to their father; and said, This have we
found : know now whether it be thy son’s coat or no.

33 And he knew it, and said, It 1s my son’s coat; an
evil beast hath devoured him ; Jo'seph 1s without doubt
rent in pieces.

34 And Ja'cob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth
upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days.
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35 And all his sons and all his danghters rose up to
comfort him; but he refused to be comforted ; and he
said, For I will go down into the grave unto my son
mourning. Thus his father wept for him.

36 And the Mid‘i-an-ites sold him into E'gypt unto
Pot'i-phar, an officer of Pha'raoh’s, and captain of the
guard.

JANUARY 25.
JOSEPH CALLED OUT OF PRISON. Gen. xli, 14-32.

14 Tuex Pha'raoh sent and called Jo’seph, and they
brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved
himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto
Pha'raoh.

15 And Pha'raoh said unto Jo'seph, I have dreamed
a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I
have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a
dream to interpret it.

16 And Jo'seph answered Pha'raoh, saying, It is not
in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.

17 And Pharaoh said unto Jo'seph, In my dream,
behold, I stood upon the bank of the river:

18 And behold, there came up out of the river seven
kine, fat-fleshed and well-favored ; and they fed in a
meadow :

19 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them,
poor and very ill-favored and lean-fleshed, such as I
never saw in all the land of I'gypt for baduess

20 And the lean and the ill-favored kine did eat up
the first seven fat kine :

21 And when they had eaten them up, it could not
be known that they had eaten them ; but they were
still ill-favored, as at the beginning. So I awoke.

22 And Isaw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears
came up in one stalk, full and good :
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23 And, behold, seven ears,withered, thin, and blasted
with the east wind, sprung up after them:

24 And the thin ears devoured the seven good ears:
and I told this unto the magicians; but there was none
that could declare it to me..

25 And Jo'seph said unto Pha'raoh, The dream of
Pha’raoh i1s one : God hath showed Pha'raoh what he is
about to do.

26 The seven good kine are seven years; and the
seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one.

27 And the seven thin and ill-favored kine that came
up after them are seven years; and the seven empty
ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven years of
famine.

28 This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pha/-
raoh: What God is about to do he showeth unto Pha'-
raoh.

29 Behold, there come seven years of great plenty
throughout all the land of E'gypt:

30 And there shall arise after them seven years of
famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the
land of B gypt; and the famine shall consume the land ;

81 And the plenty shall not be known in the, land
by reason of that famine following; for it shall be very
grievous.

32 And for that the dream was doubled unto Pha'-
raoh twice ; it is because the thing is established by God,
and God will shortly bring it to pass.

JANUARY 26.
JoSEPH RULER OF EGYPT. Gen. xli, 38-48.

38 Anp Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we
find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of

God 1s?
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39 And Pharaoh said unto Jo'seph, Forasmuch as
God hath showed thee all this, there is none so discreet
and wise as thou art:

40 Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto
thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the
throne will I be greater than thou.

41 And Pha’raoh said unto Jo'seph, See, I have set
thee over all the land of E'gypt.

42 And Pha'raoh took oft his ring from his hand,
and put it upon Jo'seph’s hand, and arrayed him in
vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his
neck ;

43 And he made him to ride in the second chariot
which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the
knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of
E'gypt.

44 And Pha'raoh said unto Jo'seph, I am Pha'raoh,
aud withont thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot
in all the land of E'gypt.

45 And Pha'raoh called Jo'seph’s name Zaph'mnath-
pa-a-ne’ah ; andhe gave himto wife As’e-nath the daugh-
ter of Pot-i-phe’rah priest of On. And Jo'seph went out
over all the land of E'gypt.

46 And Jo'seph was thirty years old when he stood
before Pha'raoh king of E'gypt. And Jo’seph went out
from the presence of Pha'raoh, and went throughout all
the land of E'gypt.

47 And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought
forth by handfuls.

48 And he gathered up all the food of the seven years
which were in the land of E'g gypt, and laid up the food
in the cities: the food of the field, which was round
about every city, laid he up in the same.
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JANUARY 27.
JUDAH AND BENJAMIN. Gen. xliv, 18-34.

18 Tuen Ju’dah came near unto him, and said, O my
lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my
Tord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy
servant: for thou art even as Pharach.

19 My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a
father, or a brother ?

20 And we said unto my lord; We have a father, an
old man, and a child of his old age, alittle one ; and his
brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and
his father loveth him.

21 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him
down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him.

99 And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave
his father: for if he should leave his fathel his father
would die.

23 And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your
youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see my
face no more.

24 And it came to pass when we came up unto thy
servant my father, we told him the words of my lord.

95 And our father said, Go again, and buy us a little
food.

26 And we said, We cannot go down: if our young-
est brother be with us, then will we go down: for we
may not see the man’s face except our )oungest brother
be with us.

27 And thy servant my father said unto us, Ye know
that my wife bare me two sons:

28 And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely
he is torn in pieces ; and I saw him not since :

29 And if ye taks this also from me, and mischief
befall him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with
sorrow to the' grave.
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80 Now therefore when I come to thy servant my
father, and the lad be not with us; seeing that his life
is bound up in the lad’s life ;

31 It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad
is not with us, that he will die : and thy servants shall
bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father
with sorrow to the grave.

32 For thy servant became surety for the lad unto
my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I
shall bear the blame to my father forever.

83 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide
instead of the lad a bondman to my lord ; and let the
lad go up with his brethren.

34 For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad
be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that
shall come on my father.

JANUARY 28.
JOSEPH MADE KNOWN. Gen. xlv, 1-14.

1 THEN Jo’seph could not refrain himself before all
them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man
to go out from me. And there stood no man with him,
while Jo’seph made himself known unto his brethren.

2 And he wept aloud: and the E-gyp'tians and the
house of Pha'raoh heard.

3 And Jo'seph said unto his brethren, I am Jo’seph;
doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not
answer him ; for they were troubled at his presence.

4 And Jo'seph said unto his brethren, Come near to
me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said,
I am Jo'seph your brother, whom ye sold into E'gypt.

5 Now therefore he not grieved, nor angry with your-
selves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me
before you to preserve life. ‘
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6 For these two years hath the famine been in the
land: and yet there are five years, in the which there
shall neither be earing nor harvest.

7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a
posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great
deliverance.

8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but
God: and he hath made me a father to Pha'raoh, and
lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land
of E'gypt.

9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto
him, Thus saith thy son Jo’seph, God hath made me
lord of all E'gypt : come down unto me, tarry not:

10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Go'shen, and
thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and
thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy herds,
and all that thou hast:

11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are
five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and
all that thou hast, come to poverty.

12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my
brother Ben’ja-min, that it is my mouth that speaketh
unto you.

13 And ye shall tell my father of all my frlory in
E’gypt, and of all that ye have seen: and ye shall haste
and bring down my father hither.

14 And he fell upon his brother Ben’ja-min’s neck,
and wept; and Ben’ja-min wept upon his neck.

JANUARY 20,
JACOB'S JOURNEY TO EcYPT. Gen. xlv, 24-xlvi, 7.

24 So he sent his brethren away, and they departed :
and he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the
way.
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25 And they went up out of E'gypt, and came into
the land of Camaan unto Ja'cob their father,

26 And told him, saying, Jo'seph 1s yet alive, and he
is governor over all the land of E'gypt. Aund Ja'cob’s
heart fainted, for he believed them not.

27 And they told him all the words of Jo’seph, which
he had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons
which Jo’seph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Ja'cob
their father revived.

28 And Is'ra-el said, It is enough; Jo'seph my son is
yet alive : I will go and see him hefore I die.

1 And Is'ra-el took his journey with all that he had,
and came to Be-er'she-ba, and oftered sacrifices unto the
God of his father I'saac.

. 2 Aud God spake unto Is'ra-el in the visions of the
night, and said, Ja'cob, Ja'cob: and he said, Ilere
am J.

3 And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear
not to go down into I'gypt; forI will there make of thee
a great nation.

4 I will go down with thee into E'gypt; and I will
also surely bring thee up again: and Jo’seph shall put
his hand upon thine eyes.

5 And Ja’cob rose up from Be-er'she-ba: and the sons
of Is'ra-el carried Ja'cob their father, and their little ones,
and their wives, in the wagons which Pha’raoh had sent
to carry him.

6 And they took their cattle, and their goods, which
they had gotten in the land of Ca'naan, and came into
E'gypt, Ja’cob, and all his seed with him:

7 1Iis sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters,
and his sons’ daughters, and all his seed brought he
with him mto I'gypt.

1
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JANUARY 30.
JACOB BLESSING JOSEPH's SONS. Gen. xlviii, 8-20.

8 Axp Is'ra-el beheld Jo'seph’s sons, and said, Who
are these?

9 And Jo'seph said unto his father, They are my
sons, whom God hath given me in this place And he
said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless
them.

10 Now the eyes of Is'ra-el were dim for age, so that
he could notsee. And he brought them near unto him
and he kissed them, and embraced them.

11 And Is'ra-el said unto Jo’seph, I had not thought
to see thy face : and, lo, God hath showed me also thy
seed.

12 And Jo'seph brought them out from between his
knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth.

13 And Jo’seph took them both, E’phra-im in his
right hand toward Is'ra-el’s left hand, 'and Ma-nas'seh in
his left hand toward Isra-el’s right hand and brought
them near unto him.

14 And Is'ra- el stretched out his right hand, and laid
it upon E'phra-im’s head, who was the younger, and his
left hand upon Ma-nas sel’s head, guiding his hands
wittingly ; for Ma-nas'seh was the first-born.

15 And he blessed Jo'seph, and said, God, before
whom my fathers A’bra-ham and I'saac did walk, the
God which fed me all my life long unto this day,

16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless
the lads; and let my name be named on them, and the
name of 1 my fathers A’bra-ham and I'saac; and let them
grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.

17 And when Jo'seph saw that his father laid his
right hand upon the head ot E'phraim, it displeased
him : and he held up his father’s hand, to remove it from
E'pbra-im’s head unto Ma-nas’seh’s head.
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18 And Jo'seph said unto his father, Not so, my
father: for this is the first-born ; put thy right hand upon
his head.

19 And his father refused, and said, I know it, my
son, I know 1t: he also shall become a people, and he
also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall
be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multi.
tude of nations,

20 And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee
shall Is'ra-el bless, saying, God make thee as E'phraim
and as Ma-nas’seh: and he set I’phra-im before Ma-

nas’seh.

JANUARY J3l.
THE OLD AGE OF JOSEPH. Gen. ], 14-26.

14 Axp Jo'seph returned into F'gypt, he, and his
brethren, and all that went up with him to bury his
father, after he had buried his father.

15 And when Jo’seph’s brethren saw that their father
was dead, they said, Jo'seph will peradventure hate us,
and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did
unto him.

16 And they sent a messenger unto Jo'seph, saying,
Thy father did command before he died, saying,

17 So shall ye say unto Jo'seph, Forgive, I pray thee
now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for
they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive
the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father.
And Jo'seph wept when they spake unto him.

18 And his brethren also went and fell down before
his face ; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants.

19 And Jo'seph said unto them, Fear not: for am I
in the place of God?

20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but
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God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this
day, to save much people alive.

21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and
your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake
kindly unto them.

22 And Jo'seph dwelt in E'gypt, he, and his father’s
house : aud Jo'seph lived a hundred and ten years.

23 And Jo'seph saw E'phraim’s children of the third
generation: the children also of Ma'chir, the son of Ma-
nas’'seh, were brought up upon Jo seph’s knees.

24 And J o’'seph said unto his brethren, I die; and
Gtod will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land
unto the land which he sware to A’bra-ham, to I'saac,
and to Ja'cob. .

25 And Jo'seph took an oath of the children of Is'ra-el,
saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up
my bones from hence.

26 So Jo'seph died, being a hundred and ten years
old : and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin
in E'gypt.
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FEBRUARY 1
THE WoRD MADE FLESH. John i, 1-14.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.

2 The same was in the beginning with God.

8 All things were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was made.

4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the dark-
ness comprehended it not.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John.

7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of
the Light, that all men through him might believe.

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear wit-
ness of that Light.

9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world was made by
him, and the world knew him not.

11 He came unto his own, and his own received him
not.

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name:

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
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FEBRUARY 2.
THE VISION OF ZACHARIAS. Luke i, 5-17.

5 Trrre was in the days of Her'od, the king of
Ju-de’a, a certain priest named Zach-a-ri‘as, of the course
of Abi'a: and his wife was of the daughters of Aa'ron,
and her name was E-lis'a-beth.

6 And they were both righteous before God, walk-
ing in all the commandments and ordinances of the
Lord blameless.

7 And they had no child, because that E-lis'a-beth
was barren; and they both were now well stricken in

ears.
8 And it came to pass, that, while he executed the
priest’s office before God in the order of his course,

9 According to the custom of the puest’s office, his
lot was to burn incense when he went into the temp]e
of the Lord.

10 And the whole multitude of the people were pray-
ing without at the time of incense.

11 And there appeared unto him an angel of the
Lord standing on the rlght side of the altar of incense.

12 And when Zach-a-ri’as saw him, he was troubled,
and fear fell upon him.

13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zach-a-
ri‘as: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife E-lis’a-beth
shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.

14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness ; and many
shall rejoice at his birth.

15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord,
and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he
shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his moth-
er's womb.

16 And many of the children of Is'ra-el shall he turn
to the Lord their God.
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17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and

ower of KE-li'as, to turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

FEBRUARY J3.
THE ANNUNCIATION T0 MARY. Luke i, 26-33.
26 AxD 1n the sixth month the ancel Ga'bri-el was

sent from God unto a city of Gal'i-lee, named Naz'a-reth,

27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was
Jo’seph, of the house of Da'vid; and the virgin’s name
was Ma'ry.

28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Iail,
thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee:
blessed art thou among women.

29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his
saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation
this should be.

30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Ma'ry:
for thou hast found favor with God.

31 And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb,
and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JE'SUS.

32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of
the Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto him
the threne of his father Da'vid:

33 And he shall reign over the house of Ja'cob for-
ever; aud of his kingdom there shall be no end.

FEBRUARY %,
THE SoNG oF MARY. Luke i, 46-56.

46 Anxp Ma'ry said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,
47 And my spirit hath rejoiced 1in God my Saviour.
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48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his hand-
maiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations
shall call me blessed.

49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great
things ; and holy is his name.

50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from
generation to generation.

51 He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats,
and exalted them of low degree.

53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and
the rich he hath sent empty away.

54 He hath holpen his servant Is'ra-el, in remem-
brance of his.mercy ;

55 As he spake to our fathers, to A’bra-ham, and to
his seed forever.

56 And Ma'ry abode with her about three months,
and returned to her own house.

FEBRUARY 5.
THE SONG OF ZACHARIAS. Luke i, 67-80.

67 Axp his father Zach-ari'as was filled with the
Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying,

68 Blessed be the Lord God of Is'ra-el; for he hath
visited and redeemed his people,

69 And hath raised up a horn of salvation for us in
the house of his servant Da’vid ;

70 As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets,
which have been since the world began:

71 That we should be saved from our enemies, and
from the hand of all that hate us;

72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers,
and to remember his holy covenant;
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73 The oath which he sware to our father A’bra-ham,

74 That he would grant unto us, that we, being
delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might serve
him without fear,

75 In holiness and righteousness before him, all the
days of our life.

76 And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of
the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the
Lord to prepare his ways ;

71 To give knowledge ‘of salvation unto his people
by the remission of their sins,

78 Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby
the dayspring from on high hath visited us,

79 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in
the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of
peace.

80 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit,
and was in the deserts till the day of his showmg unto
Is'ra-el.

FEBRUARY 6.
THE BIRTH OF JESUS. Luke ii, 8-20.

8 Anp there were in the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
-night.

g9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them,
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them;
and they were sore afraid.

10 And the angel said unto them, Ifear not: for, be-
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people.

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of Da’vid
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
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12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger. »

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multi-
tude of the heavenly host praising God, and sayiug,

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good-will toward men.

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to
another, Let us now go even unto Beth'le-hem, and see
this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath
made known unto us.

16 And they came with haste, and found Ma'ry and
Jo'seph, and the babe lying in a manger.

17 And when they had seen it, they made known
abroad the saying which was told them “concer ning this
child.

18 And all they that heard it wondéred at those
things which were told them by the shepherds.

19 But Ma'ry kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart. \

20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and prais-
ing God for all the things that they had heard and seen,
as 1t was told unto them.

FEBRUARY 7.
THE BLESSING OF SIMEON. Luke ii, 256-38.

25 Axp, behold, there was a man in Je-ru'sa-lem,
whose name was Sim’e-on ; and the same man was just
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Isra-el: and
the Holy Ghost was upon him.

26 And 1t was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost,
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that he should not see death, before he had seen the
Lord’s Chuist.

27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple : and
when the parents brought in the child Je'sus, to do for
him after the custom of the law,

28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed
God, and said,

29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word:

30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all
people ;

32 A light to lighten the Gen'tiles, and the glory of
thy people Isra-el.

33 And Jo'seph and his mother marveled at those
things which were spoken of him.

34 And Sim’e-on blessed them, and said unto Ma'ry
his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and 1is-
ing again of many in Is'ra-el; and for a sign which shall
be spoken against ;

35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul
also ;) that the thoughts of many hearts may be re-
vealed.

36 And there was one An'na, a prophetess, the daugh-
ter of Phan-u'el, of the tribe of A'ser: she was of a great
age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her
virginity ;

37 And she was a widow of about fourscore and four
years, which departed not from the temple, but served
God with fastings and prayers night and day.

38 And she coming in that instant gave thanks like-
wise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that
looked for redemption in Je-ru'sa-lem,
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FEBRUARY S.
THE VISIT oF THE WISE MEN. Matt. ii, 1-12.

1 Now when Je'sus was born in Beth'le-hem of Ju-
de’a in the days of Her'od the l\lllQ, behold, there came
wise men from the east to Je-ru'sa-lem,

2 Saving, Where is he that is born king of the Jews
for we have seen lis stav in the east, and are come to
WO I\lllp him.

3 When Ier'od the king had heard these things, he
was troubled, and all Je-ru’sa-lem with him.

4 Aud when he had gathered all the chief priests and
seribes of the people together, he demanded of them
whele Christ should be Dorn.

5 And they said unto him, In Beth'le-hem of Ju-de'a:
for thus it is written by the pmplmt

And thou Bethlehem, m the land of Ju'dah, art
not the least among the princes of Ju'dah: for out of
thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people
Is’ 1‘.1-01

Then Her'od, when he had privily ealled the wise
men, mquired of them diligently what time the star
appeared.

S And he sent them to Beth’le-hem, and said, Go and
\e.u‘dl diligently for the young child ; and when ye have
found him, brmo' me word again, fh.lt I may come and
worship him also.

9 When they had heard the king, they departed ; and.
lo, the star, which they saw in the e 1~t went before
them i1l it came and stood over where the yvoung child
was,

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with ex-
ceeding great joy.

11 And when they were come into the honse, they
saw the young child with Ma'ry his mother, and fell



SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING. 47

down, and worshiped him: and when they had opened
their ti easures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh, .

12 And being warned of God in a dream that they
should not return to Her'od, they departed into their
own country another way.

FEBRUARY O,
THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. Matt. ii, 13-23.

13 Axp when they were departed, behold, the angel
of the Lord appeareth to Jo'seph in a dleam saying,
Arise, and take the young child and his mothex and
flee into E'gypt, and ‘be thou there until I bring thee
word ; for Her'od will seek the young child to destroy
him.

14 When he arose, he took the young child and his
mother by night, and departed into E'gypt:

15 And was there until the death of Her'od: that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet, saying, Out of I'gypt have I called my son.

16 Then Her'od, when be saw that he was mocked
of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth,
and slew all the children that were in Beth'le-hem, and
in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under,
according to the time w ‘hich he had diligently 1nqmled
of the wise men.

17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by
Jer'e-my the prophet, saying,

18 In Ra'mah was there a voice heard, lamentation,
and weeping, and great mourning, Ra’ chel weeping for
her children, and would not be comfor ted, because they
are not.

19 But when Her'od was dead, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeareth in a dream to Jo’seph in Ii'gypt,
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20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his
mother, and go into the land of Isra-el: for they are
dead which sought the young child’s life.

21 And he arose, and took the young child and his
mother, and came into the land of Is'ra-el.

22 But when he heard that Ar-chela’us did reign in
Ju-de’a in the room of his father Her'od, he was afraid
to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in
a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Gal'i-lee:

23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Naz'a-
reth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophets, He shall be called a Naz'a-rene.

FEBRUARY 10.
WHY Do THE HEATHEN RAGE? Psa. ii, 1-12.

1 Way do the heathen rage, and the people imagine
a vain thing ?

2 The kmofs of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel toomther against the Lorp, and against his
Anointed, saying,

8 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away
their cords from us.

4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh : the Lorp
shall have them in derision.

5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and
vex them in his sore displeasure.

6 Yet have Iset my king upon my holy hill of Zi'on.

7 I will declare the decree: the Lorp hath said unto
me, Thou art my son; this day have I begotten thee.

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for
thine mhemta,nce and the uttermost parts of the earth
for thy possession.

9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.
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10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed,
ye judges of the earth.

11 Serve the Lorp with fear, and rejoice with trem-
bling.

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish
from the way, When his wrath is kindled but a little.
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.

FEBRUARY 11.
THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS. Luke ii, 40-52.

40 Axp the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit,
filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon
him,

41 Now his parents went to Jeru'sa-lem every year
at the feast of the passover.

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up
to Je-ru'salem after the custom of the feast.

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they
returned, the child Je'sus tarried behind in Je-ru'sa-lem;
and Jo’ ~eph and his mother knew not of it.

44 But they, supposing him to have been in the
company, went a day’s journey; and they sought him
among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.

45 And when they found him not, they turned back
again to Je-ru’sa-lem, seeking him.

46 And it came to pass, that after three days they
found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the
doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions,

47 And all that heard him were astonished at his
understanding and answers.

48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and
his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt
with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee
sorrowing.
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49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought
me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's
business ?

50 And they understood not the saying which he
spake unto them.

51 And he went down with them, and came to Naz'-
a-reth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept
all these sayings in her heart.

52 And Je'sus increased in wisdom and stature and
in favor with God and man.

FEBRUARY 12.
THE PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. Luke iii, 1-14,

1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Ti-be'ri-us
Cee'sar, Pon'ti-us Pi'late being governor of Ju-de’a, and
Her'od being tetrarch of Gal't- lee, and his brother Phll’lp
tetrarch of It-u-re’a and of the region of Trach-o-ni'tis,
and Ly-sa'ni-as the tetrarch of Abi-le ne,

2 An'nas and Cai'a-phas being the hlgh plle%tq the
word of God came unto John the son of Zach a-Ti'as in
the wilderness.

8 And he came into all the country about Jor'dan,
preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission
of sins;-

4 As it 1s written in the book of the words of E-sa'ias
the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.

5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain
and hill shall be brought low ; and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the 1ourrh ways shall be made

smooth ;
6 Aud all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
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7 Then said he to the multitude that came forth to
be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath

warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance,
and begln not to say within yourselves, We have A’bra-
ham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able
of these stones to raise up children unto A'bra-ham.

9 And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the
trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth

ood fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

10 And the people asked him, saying, What shall we
do then?

11 He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath
two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and
he that hath meat, let him do likewise.

12 Then came also publicans to be baptized, and
said unto him, Master, what shall we do?

13 And he said unto them, IXxact no more than that
which is appointed you.

14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, say-
ing, And what shall we do? And he said unto them
Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and
be content with your wages.

FEBRUARY 13.
JOHN'S WITNESS T0 JESUS. John i, 15-28.

15 Joun bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This
was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is
preferred before me; for he was before me.

16 And of his fullness have all we received, and grace
for grace.

17 For the law was given by Mo'ses, but grace and
tluth came by Je'sus Christ.
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18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only be-
gotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him.

19 And this is the record of John, when the Jews
sent priests and Le'vites from Je-ru'salem to ask him,
Who art thou ?

20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed,
I am not the Christ.

21 And they asked him, What then ? Art thou E-li'as ?
And he saith, I am not. Art thou that Prophet? And
he answered, No.

22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we
may give an answer to them that sent us. What say-
est thou of thyself?

23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wil-
derness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the
prophet E-sa'ias.

24 And they which were sent were of the Phar’i-sees.

25 And they asked him, and said unto him, Why
baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor
E-li'as, neither that Prophet?

26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water:
but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not;

27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before
me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose.

28 These things were done in Beth-ab’ara beyond
Jor'dan, where John was baptizing.

FEBRUARY 14.
THE BAPTISM oF JesuS. Matt. iii, 13-17.

13 THEN cometh Je'sus from Gal'i-lee to Jor'dan unto

John, to be baptized of him.
14 But John forbade him, saying, I have need to be
baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?
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15 And Je'sus answering said unto him, Suffer it to
be so now : for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteous-
ness. Then he suffered him.

16 And Je'sus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descend-
ing like a dove, and lighting upon him:

17 And lo, a voice from heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased

FEBRUARY 15.
THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS. Matt. iv, 1-11.

1 Trex was Je'sus led up of the Spirit into the wil-
derness to be tempted of the devil.

2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty
nights, he was afterward a-hungered.

3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If
thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be
made bread.

4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.

5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city,
and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God,
cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his
angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they
shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot
against a stone,

7 Je'sus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt
not tempt the Lord thy God.

8 Again, the devil twketh him up into an exceedmg
high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of
the world, and the glory of them;
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9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.

10 Then saith Je'sus unto him, Get thee hence,
Sa'tan : for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels

came and ministered unto him.

FEBRUARY 16.
THE LorD SAiD UNTO MY LOmD. Psa. cx, 1-7.

1 Tur Lorp said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.

2 The Lorp shall send the rod of thy strength out of
Zi'on: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.

3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy
power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the
morning : thou hast the dew of thy youth.

4 The Lorp hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou
art a priest forever after the order of Mel-chiz'e-dek.

5 The. Lord at thy right hand shall strike through
kings in the day of his wrath. '

6 He shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the
places with the dead bodies; he shall wound the heads
over many countries,

7 He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore
shall he lift up the head.

FEBRUARY 17.
BEHOLD THE LAMB. John i, 29-34.

29 TrE next day John seeth Je'sus coming unto him,
and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world !
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30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a
man which is preferred before me; for he was before
me.

81 And I knew him not: but that he should be
made manifest to Is'ra-el, therefore am I come baptiz-
ing with water.

32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon
him.

83 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to
baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom
thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on
him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Ioly
Ghost.

34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son
of God.

FEBRUARY 18.

THE EARLIEST FOLLOWERS. John i, 35-51.

35 Acaix the next day after, John stood, and two
of his disciples:

36 And looking upon Je'sus as he walked, he saith,
Behold the Lamb of God!

37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they
followed Je'sus.

38 Then Je'sus turned, and saw them following, and
saith unto them, What seek ye? They said unto him,
Rab’bi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,)
where dwellest thou ?

89 He saith unto them, Come and see. They came
and saw where he dwelt and abode with hlm that
day : for it was about the tenth hour.
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. 40 One of the two which heard John speak, and fol-
lowed him, was An’drew, Si'mon Pe’ter’s brother.

41 He first findeth his own brother Si'mon, and saith
unto him, We have found the Mes-si'as, which is, being
mterpleted the Christ.

42 And he brought him to Je'sus. And when Je'sus
beheld him, he said, thou art Si'mon the son of Jo'nas:
thou shalt be called Ce’ phas, which is by interpreta-
tion, A stone.

43 The day following Je'sus would go forth into
Gali-lee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Fol-
low me.

44 Now Phil'lp was of Beth-sa’i-da, the city of An’-
drew and Pe'ter.

45 Philip findeth Na-than’a-el, and saith unto him,
We have found him, of whom Mo’ses in the law, and
the prophets, did wrlte Je'sus of Naz'aveth, the son
of Jo'seph.

46 And Na- thanael said unto him, Can there any
good thing come out of Naz'areth ? Phll’lp saith unto
. him, Come and see.

47 Je'sus saw Na-than’a-el commg to him, and saith
of him, Behold an Is'ra-elite indeed, in- whom is no
guile'!

48 Na-than’a-el saith unto him, Whence knowest
thou me ¢ Je'sus answered and said unto him, Before
that Phil'ip called thee, when thou wast under the fig-
tree, I saw thee.

49 Na-than’a-el answered and saith unto him, Rab’-
bi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of
Is'ra-el.

50 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Because I
said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest
thou ? thou shalt see greater things than these.

51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto
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you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels
of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
man,

FEBRUARY 10,
THE FIRST MIRACLE. John ii, 1-11.

1 Axp the third day there was a marriage in Ca'na
of Gal'i-lee; and the mother of Je'sus was there:

9 And both Je'sus was called, and his disciples, to
the marriage.

3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of Je'sus
saith unto him, They have no wine.

4 Je'sus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do
with thee 2 mine hour is not yet come.

5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he
saith unto you, do it.

6 And there were. set there six water-pots of stone,
after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, contain-
mg two or three firkins apiece.

7 Je'sus saith unto them, Fill the water-pots with
water. And they filled them up to the brim.

8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear
unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it.

9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water
that was made wine, and knew not whence it was, (but
the servants which drew the water knew ,) the governor
of the feast called the bridegroom,

10 And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning
doth set forth good wine ; and when men have well
drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept
the good wine until now.

11 This beginning of miracles did Je'sus in Ca'na of
Gal'i-lee, and manifested forth his glory: and his dis-
ciples believed on him.
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FEBRUARY 20.
CLEANSING THE TEMPLE. John ii, 13-25.

13 Anp the Jews’ passover was at hand, and Je'sus
went up to Jeru'sa-lem, -

14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and
sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting:

15 And when he had made a scour ge of small cords,
he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and
the oxen; and poured out the changers’ money, and
overthrew the tables ;

16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these
things hence ; make not my Father’s house a house of
merchandise.

17 And his disciples remembered that it was written,
The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.

18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What
sign showest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these
things ?

19g Je'sus answered and said unto them, Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this
’(ciemple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three

ays ?

}2’1 But he spake of the temple of his body.

22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his
disciples remembered that he had said this unto them
and they believed the Scripture, and the word which
Je'sus had said.

28 Now when he was in Je-ru'sa-lem at the passover,
in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they
saw the miracles which he did.

24 But Je'sus did not commit himself unto them, be-
- cause he knew all men,

25 And needed not that any should testify of man ;
for he knew what was in man.
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FEBRUARY 21.
JESUS AND NICODEMUS. John iii, 1-12.

1 Tuere was a man of the Phar'i-sees, named Nic-o-
de'mus, a ruler of the Jews:

2 The same came to Je'sus by night, and said unto
him, Rab’bi, we know that thou art a teacher come
from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou
doest, except God be with him.

3 Je’sus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God.

4 Nic-o-de'mus saith unto him, How can a man be
born when he is old ¢ can he enter the second time into
his mother’s womb, and be born ?

5 Je'sus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born
again.

8 The wind bloweth where itlisteth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh,
and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of
the Spirit.

9 Nic-o-de'mus answered and said unto him, How can
these things be?

10 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Art thou a
master of Is'ra-el, and knowest not these things?

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that
we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye re-
ceive not our witness.
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12 If T have told you earthly things, and ye believe
not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly
things ?

FEBRUARY 22.

JESUS THE SAVIOUR. John iii, 13-21.

13 Anp no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he
that came down from heaven, even the Son of man
which is in heaven.

14 And as Mo'ses lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in. him should
not perish, but have ever lasting life.

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that- the world through him
might be saved.

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned : but
he that believeth not is condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son
of God. -

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil.

20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light,
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be
reproved.

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that
his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought
in God.
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FEBRUARY 23.
I WiLL Lirr Up MINE EYES. Psa. exxi, 1-8.

1 I wirt lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence
cometh my help.

2 My help cometh from the Lorp, which made heaven
and earth.

8 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that
keepeth thee will not slumber.

4 Behold, he that keepeth Is'ra-el shall neither slum-
ber nor sleep.

5 The Lorp is thy keeper: the Lorp is thy shade
upon thy right hand.

6 The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon
by night.

7 The Lorp shall preserve thee from all evil : he shall
preserve thy soul.

8 The Lorp shall preserve thy going out and thy
coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.

FEBRUARY 2%,
THE BRIDEGROOM’S FRIEND. John iii, 25-36.

25 TaEx there arose a question between some of
John’s disciples and the Jews about purifying.

26 And they came unto John, and said unto him,
Rab'bi, he that was with thee beyond Jor’dan, to whom
thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all
men come to him,

27 John answered and said, A man can receive noth-
ing, except it be given him from heaven.

28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am
not the Christ, but that I am sent befoxe him.

29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but
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the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and hear-
eth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s
voice : this my joy therefore is fulfilled.

30 He must increase, but I must decrease.

31 He that cometh from above is above all: he that
is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he
that cometh from heaven is above all.

82 And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifi-
eth; and no man receiveth his testimony.

83 He that hath received his testimony hath set to
his seal that God is true.

34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words
of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto
him.

85 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all
things into his hand.

36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life ; but
the wrath of God abideth on him,

FEBRUARY 25.
JESUS AT JACOB'S WELL. John iv, 1-14.

1 WaEeN therefore the Lord knew how the Phari-sees
had heard that Je’sus made and baptized more disciples
than John,

2 (Though Je'sus himself baptized not, but his disci-

les,
P 3 )He left Ju-de’a, and departed again into Gal'i-lee.

4 And he must needs go through Sa-ma'ri-a.

5 Then cometh he to a city of Sa-ma'ri-a, which is
called Sy’char, near to the parcel of ground that Ja'cob
gave to his son Jo'seph.

6 Now Ja'cob’s well was there. Je'sus therefore, be-
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ing wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well : and
it was about the sixth hour.

7 There cometh a woman of Sa-ma’ri-a to draw water ;
Je'sus saith unto her, Give me to drink.

8 (IFor his dlsmples were gone away unto the city to
buy meat.)

9 Then saith the woman of Sa-ma’ri-a unto him, How
1s it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which
am a wornan of Sa-ma'ri-a? for the Jews have no deal-
ings with the Sa-mar'i-tans.

10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knew-
est the gift of God, and who it is that smth to thee, Give
me to dunk thou wouldest have asked of him, and he
would have glven thee living water.

11 Then the woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep h om whence
then hast thou that hvm(r water ?

12 Art thou greater than our father Ja’ cob, which
gave us the well ‘and drank thereof himself, and his
chlldren and his cattle?

13 Je sus answered and said unto her, Whosoever
drinketh of this water shall thirst again:

14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
glve hini shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be In him a "well of water springing up
into everlasting life.

FEBRUARY 26.
THE SAMARITAN WOMAN. John iv, 19-30.

19 Tue woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that
thou art a prophet.

20 Our fathers worshiped in this mountain; and ye
say, that in Jeru'sa-lem is the place where men ought
to worship.
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21 Je'sus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour
cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet
at Je-ru'sa-lem, worship the Father.

22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we
worship ; for salvation is of the Jews.

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth ; for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth.

25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Mes-si'as
cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will
tell us all things.

26 Je'sus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

27 And upon this came his disciples, and marveled
that he talked with the woman : yet no man said, What
seekest thou ? or, Why talkest thou with her ?

28 The woman then left her water-pot, and went her
way into the city, and saith to the men,

29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that
ever I did: is not this the Christ?

80 Then they went out of the city, and came unto
him.

FEBRUARY 27.
THE HARVEST AND THE REAPERS. John iv, 31-38.

81 Ix the meanwhile his disciples prayed him, say-
ing, Master, eat.

32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye
know not of.

83 Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath
any man brought him aught to eat?

84 Je'sus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will
of him that sent me, and to finish his work.
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35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then
cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your
eyes, and Jook on the ﬁelds for they are white already
to harvest.

36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gath-
ereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth
and he that reapeth may rejoice together.

37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and
another reapeth.

38 I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no
labor: other men labored, and ye are entered into their
labors.

FEBRUARY 28.
THE NOBLEMAN'S SON. John iv, 46-54.

46 So Je'sus came again into Ca'na of Gal'i-lee, where
he made the water wine. And there was a certain
nobleman, whose son was sick at Ca-per'na-um.

47 When he heard that Je'sus was come out of Ju-de'a
into Gal'i-lee, he went unto him, and besought him that
he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at
the point of death.

48 Then said Je'sus unto him, Except ye see signs
and wonders, ye will not believe.

49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere
my child die.

50 Je'sus saith unto him, Go thy way ; thy son liveth.
And the man believed the word that Je'sus had spoken
unto him, and he went his way.

51 And as he was now going down, his servants met
him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth.

52 Then 1nqu11ed be of them the hour when he began
to amend. And they said unto him, Yesterday at the
seventh hour the fever left him.
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53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour,
in the which Je'sus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and
himself believed, and his whole house.

54 This is again the second miracle that Je'sus did,
when he was come out of Ju-de'a into Gal'i-lee.

FEBRUARY 20,
(FOR LEAP-YEAR.)
I WiLL PRrAISE THEE. Psa. exxxviii, 1-8.

1 T wiLL praise thee with my whole heart: before the
gods will I sing praise unto thee.

2 Iwill worship -toward thy holy temple, and praise
thy name for thy loving-kindness and for thy truth: for
thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.

8 In the day when'I cried thou answeredst me, and
strengthenedst me with strength in my soul.

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O Loz,
when they hear the words of thy mouth.

5 Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lorp: for
great is the glory of the Lorp. ' '

6 Though the Lorp be high, yet hath he respect unto
the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off.

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt
revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against
the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall
save me.

8 The Lorp will perfect that which concerneth me:
thy mercy, O Lorp, endureth forever: forsake not the
works of thine own hands.
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MARCH 1.

THE CHILDHOOD OF MosEs. Exod. ii, 1-10.

1 AxD there went a man of the house of Le'vi, and
took to wife a daughter of Le'vi.

2 And the woman conceived and bare a son: and
when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid
him three months.

3 And when she could not longer hide him, she took
for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed 1t with slime
and with pitch, and put the child therein ; and she laid
it in the flags by the river’s brink.

4 And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would he
done to him,

5 And the daughter of Pha'raoh came down to wash
herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by
the river's side: and when she saw the ark among the
flags, she sent her maid to fetch it.

6 And when she had opened it, she saw the child:
and behold the babe wept. And she had compassion
on him, and said, This is one of the He'brews’ children.

7 Then said his sister to Pha’raolis daughter, Shall I
go and call to thee a nurse of the He'brew women, that
she may nurse the child for thee?

8 And Pha'raoh’s daughter said to her, Go. And
the maid went and called the child’s mother,

9 And Pha'raoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this
child away, and nurse it For me, and I will give thee
thy wages. And the woman took ‘the child, and nursed it.

10 And the child grew, and she b1011<rht him unto
Pha'raoh’s daughter, and he hecame her son. And she

called his name Mo'ses: and she said, Because I drew

him out of the water.
[ ¢
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MARCH 2.
THE CALL oF Moses. Exod. iii, 1-12.

1 Now Mo'ses kept the flock of Je'thro his father-in-
law,the priest of Mid'i-an: and he led the flock to the back
side of the desert, and came to the mountain of God,
even to Ho'reb.

2 And the Angel of the Lorp appeared unto him in
a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked,
and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush
was not consumed.

8 And Mo'ses said, I will now turn aside, and see
this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.

4 And when the Lorp saw that he turned aside to
see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush,
and said, Mo'ses, Mo’ses: and he said, Here am 1.

5 And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy
shoes from off thy feet; for the place whereon thou
standest is holy ground.

6 Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the
God of A’bra-ham, the God of I'saac, and the God of
Ja'cob. And Mo'ses hid his face; for he was afraid to
look upon God.

7 And the Lorp said, I have surely seen the affliction
of my people which are in E'gypt, and have heard their
cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their
SOITOWS ;

8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the
hand of the E-gyp'tians, and to bring them up out of
that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land
flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the
Ca'naan-ites, and the Hit'tites, and the Am’o-rites, and
the Per'iz- z1tes and the Hi'v 1tes and the Jeb'u-sites.

9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of
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Is'ra-el is come unto me : and I have also seen the oppres-
sion wherewith the E-gyp’tians oppress them.

10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto
Pha'raoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the
children of Is'ra-el out of E'gypt.

11 And Mo’ses said unto God, Who am I, that I
should go unto Pha'raoh, and that I should bring forth
the children of Is'ra-el out of E'gypt?

12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and
this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee:
‘When thou hast brought forth the people out of E'gypt,
ye shall serve God upon this mountain.

MARCH 3.

THE PAssovER. Exod. xii, 21-31.

21 Tuen Mo’ses called for all the elders of Is'ra-el,
and said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb
according to your families, and kill the passover.

22 And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it
in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel
and the two side posts with the blood that is in the
basin ; and none of you shall go out at the door of his
house until the morning.

23 For the Lorp will pass through to smite the
E-gyp’tians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lin-
tel, and on the two side posts, the Lorp will pass over
the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in
unto your houses to smite you.

24 And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance
to thee and to thy sons forever.

25 And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to
the land which the Lorp will give you, according as he
hath promised, that ye shall keep this service.
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26 And 1t shall come to pass, when your children
shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service ?

27 That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lorn’s
:%Jassovel who passed over the houses of the children of

s'ra-el in E'gypt, when he smote the E-gyp'tians, and
delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head
and worshiped.

28 And the children of Is'ra-el went away, and did
as the Lorp had commanded Mo'ses and Aa’ron, so did
they.

©9 And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lorp
smote all the first-born in the land of E'gypt, from the
first-born of Pha'raoh that sat on his throne unto the first-
born of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all
the first-born of cattle.

80 And Pha’raoh rose up in the night, he, and all his
servants, and all the E-gyp'tians; and there was a great
cry in E’gV pt: for there was not a house where there
was not one dead.

81 And he called for Mo'ses and Aa’ron by night,
and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my
people, both ye and the children of Is'ra-el; and go,
serve the Lorp, as ye have said. '

MARCH 4.

CROSSING THE RED SEA. Exod. xiv, 19-31.

19 Axp the Angel of God, which went before the
camp of Is'ra-el, removed and went behind them; and
the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and
stood behind them :

20 And 1t came between the camp of the E-gyp’tians
and the camp of Is'rael ; and it was a cloud and dark-
mess to them, but it (rave light by night to these : so that
the one came not near the other all the night.
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21 And Mo'ses stretched out his hand over the sea;
and the Lorp caused the sea to go back by a strong east
wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the
watela were divided.

2 And the children of Is'ra-el went into the midst
of the sea upon the dry ground : and the waters were a
wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left,

23 And the LE-gyp’tians pursued, and went in after
them to the midst of the sea, even all Pha'raoh’s horses,
his chariots, and his horsemen.

94 And it came to pass, that in the morning watch:
the Lorp looked unto the host of the E-gyp'tians thr ough
the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host
of the E-gyp'tians,

25 And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave
them heavily : so that the E.gyp'tians sald Let us flee
from the face of Is'ra-el; for the Lorp ﬁghteth for them
against the E-gyp'tians.

26 And the Lorp said unto Mo'ses, Stretch out thine
hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon
the E-gyp'tians, upon their chariots, and upon their
horsemen.

27 And Mo'ses stretched forth his hand over the sea,
and the sea returned to his strength when the morning
appeared ; and the E-gyp'tians fled against it; and the
Lorp overthrew the E-gyp'tians in the midst of the sea.

28 And the waters returned, and covered the chariots,.
and the horsemen, and all the host of Pha'rach that.
came into the sea after them; there remained not so
much as one of them.

29 But the children of Is'ra-el walked upon dry lanct
in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto:
them on their right hand, and on their left.

80 Thus the Lorp saved Is'ra-el that day out of the
hand of the E-gyp'tians ; and Is'ra-el saw the E-gyp’tians
dead upon the sea- shore.
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31 And Is'ra-el saw that great work which the Lorp
did upon the E-gyp'tians: and the people feared the
Lorp, and believed the Lorn, and his servant Mo'ses.

MARCH S.

THE SoNG OF Moses. Exod. xv, 1-13.

1 Tuex sang Mo'ses and the children of Is'ra-el this
song unto the iORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto
the Lorp, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse
and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.

2 The Lorp is my strength and song, and he is become-
my salvation : he is my God, and I will prepare him a
habitation ; my father’s God, and I will exalt him.

8 The Lorp is a man of war: the Lorp is his name.

4 Pha'raoh’s chariots and his host hath he cast into
the sea: his chosen captains also are drowned in the
Red Sea.

5 The depths have covered them : they sank into the
bottom as a stone.

6 Thy right hand, O Lorp, is become glorious in
power: thy right hand, O Lorp, hath dashed in pieces
the enemy.

7 And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast

overthrown them that rose up against thee: thou sentest
forth thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble.
. 8 And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were
gathered together, the floods stood upright as a heap,
and the depths were congealed in the heart of the
sea.

9 The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I
will divide the spoil; my lust shall be satisfied ypon
them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy
them.
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10 Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered
them : they sank as lead in the mighty waters.

11 Who is like unto thee, O Lorp, among the gods?
who is like thee, glorious in hohness fearful in praises,
doing wonders ?

12 Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth
swallowed them.

13 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people
which thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in
thy strength unto thy holy habitation.

MARCH oO.

MARAH AND ErLiM. Exod. xv, 20-27.

20 Axp Miri-am the prophetess, the sister of Aa'ron,
took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went
out after her with timbrels and with dances.

21 And Mir'i-am answered them, Sing ye to the Lorbp,
for he hath triumphed glouously the horse and his
rider hath he thrown into the sea.

22 So Mo’ses brought Is'ra-el from the Red Sea, and
they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they
went three daysin the wilderness, and found no water.

23 And when they came to Ma'rah, they could not
drink of the waters of Ma’rah, for they were bitter: there-
fore the name of it was called Ma'rah.

24 And the people murmured against Mo'ses, saying,
What shall we drink?

25 And he cried unto the Lorp ; and the Lorp showed
him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the
waters were made sweet: there he made for them a
statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them,

26 And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken unto the
voice of the Lorp thy God, and wilt do that which is
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right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his command-
ments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these
diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the
E-gyp'tians : for I am the Lorp that healeth thee.

27 And they came to I'lim, where were twelve wells
of water, and threescore and 'ten palm-trees: and they
encamped there by the waters.

MARCH 7.

LorDp, THOU HAST BEEN OUR DWELLING-PLACE. Psa. xc.

1 Loxp, thou hast - been our dwelling-place in all gen-
erations. .

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever
thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from
cverlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

3 Thou turnest man to destructlon and sayest, Re-
turn, ye children of men.

4 For a thousand yearsin thy s1ght are but as yester-
day when it is past, and as @ watch in the night.

5 Thou carriest them away as with a flood ; they are
as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass which
groweth up.

6 In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; i
the evening it is cut down, and withereth,

7 For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy
wrath are we troubled.

8 Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret
sins in the light of thy countenance.

9 For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we
spend our years as a tale that is told.

10 The days of our years are threescore years and ten ;
and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years
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yet is their strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon
cut off, and we fly away.

11 Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even
according to thy fear, so is thy wrath.

12 So teach us to number our days, that we may
apply our hearts unto wisdom.

13 Return, O Lorp, how long ? and let it repent thee
concerning thy servants.

14 O satisfy us early with thy mercy ; that we may
rejoice and be glad all our days.

15 Make us glad according to the days wherein thou
hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen
evil.

16 Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy
glory unto their children,

17 And let the beauty of the Lorp our God be upon
us: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us:
yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.

MARCH 8.
THE MANNA. Exod. xvi, 13-23.

13 Axp it came to pass, that at even the quails came
up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew
lay round about the host.

14 And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold,
upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small round
thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground.

15 And when the children of Is'ra-el saw 1t, they said
one to another, It is manna: for they wist not what it
was. And Mo'ses said unto them, This is the bread
which the Lorp hath given you to eat.

16 This is the thing which the Lorp hath com-
manded, Gather of it every man according to his eat-
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ing, an omer for every man, according to the number
of your persons; take ye every man for them which
are in his tents.

17 And the children of Is'ra-el did so, and gathered,
some more, some less. ,

18 And when they did mete it with an omer, he
that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gath-
ered little had no lack; they gathered every man ac-
cording to his eating.

19 And Mo'ses said, Let no man leave of it till the
morning. ,

20 Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Mo'ses ;
but some of them left of it until the morning, and it
bred worms, and stank : and Mo'ses was wroth with
them.

21 And they gathered it every morning, every man
according to his eating: and when the sun waxed hot,
1t melted. ‘ ‘ ‘

22 And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they

athered twice as much bread, two omers for one man:
and all the rulers of the congregation came and told
Mo'ses.

23 And he said unto them, This 1is that which the
Lorp hath said, To-morrow is the rest of the holy sab-
bath unto the Lorp: bake that which ye will bake to-
day, and seethe that ye will seethe; and that which
remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the
morning.

MARCH O.
THE Rock IN HOREB. Exod. xvii, 1-13.

1 Anxvp all the congregation of the children of Is'ra-el
journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their jour-
neys, according to the commandment of the Lorp, and



SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING. 17

pitched in Re-phid'im: and there was no water for the
people to drink,

2 Wherefore the people did chide with Mo’ses, and
sald, Give us water that we may drink. And Mo'ses
said unto them, Why chide ye with me ? wherefore do
ye tempt the Lorp ?

3 And the people thirsted there for water; and the

eople murmured against Mo'ses, and said, Wherefore 1s
this that thou hast brought us up out of E'gypt, to kill
us and our children and our cattle with thirst ?

4 And Mo’ses cried unto the Lorp, saying, What
shall I do unto this people? they be almost ready to
stone me.

5 And the Lorp said unto Mo'ses, Go on before the
people, and take with thee of the elders of Is'ra-el ; and
thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine
hand, and go.

6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the
rock in Ho'reb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and
there shall come water out of it, that the people may
drink. And Mo'ses did so in the sight of the elders of
Is'ra-el.

7 And he called the name of the place Mas'sah, and
Mer'i-bah, because of the chiding of the children of
Is'ra-e]l, and because they tempted the Lorp, saying, Is
the Lorp among us, or not?

8 Then came Am’'alek, and fought with Isra-el in
Re-phid'im.

9 And Mo'ses said unto Josh'u-a, Choose us out men,
and go out, fight with Am’alek: to-morrow I will
stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine
hand.

10 So Josh'u-a did as Mo’ses had said to him, and
fought with Am’alek: and Mo'ses, Aa'ron, and Hur
went up to the top of the hill.

11 And it came to pass, when Mo'ses held up his
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hand, that Is'ra-el prevailed: and when he let down his
hand, Am'alek prevailed.

12 But Mo'ses’ hands were heavy; and they took a
stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon: and
Aa'ron and Hur stayed up -his hands, the one on the
one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands
were steady until the going down of the sun.

13 And Josh'u-a discomfited Am’a-lek and his people
with the edge of the sword.

MARCH 10.

THE GLORY OF THE LomrD. Exod. xix, 16-25.

16 Axp it came to pass on the third day in the
morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a
thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trum-
pet exceeding loud ; so that all the people that was in
the camp trembled.

17 And Mo'ses brought forth the people out of the
camp to meet with God ; and they stood at the nether
part of the mount. ‘ _

18 And Mount Si'nai was altogether on a smoke, be-
cause the Lorp descended upon it in fire: and the
smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and’
the whole mount quaked greatly.

19 And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long,
and waxed louder and louder, Mo'ses spake, and God
answered him by a voice.

20 And the Lorp came down upon Mount Si'nai, on:
the top of the mount: and the Lorbp called Mo'ses up
to the top of the mount ; and Mo’ses went up.

21 And the Lorp said unto Mo'ses, Go down, charge
the people, lest they break through unto the Lorp to
gaze, and many of them perish.
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22 And let the priests also, which come near to the
Lorp, sanctify themselves, lest the Lorp break forth
upon ‘them.

23 And Mo'ses said unto the Lorp, The people cannot
come up to Mount Si'nai: forthou chm'gedst us, saying,
Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it.

24 And the Lorp said unto him, Away, get thee
down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with
thee: but let not the priests and the people break
through to come up unto the Lorp, lest he break forth
upon them.

25 So Mo'ses went down unto the people, and spake
unto them.

MARCH 11.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. Exod. xx, 1-17.

1 Axp God spake all these words, saying,

2 I am the Lorp thy God, which have brought thee
out of the land of E'gypt, out of the house of bondage.

3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above,
or that 1s in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth :

5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor
serve them: for I the Lorp thy God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate
me;

6 And showing mercy unto thousands of them that
love me, and l\eep my commandments.

7 Thon shalt not take the name of the Lomp thy God
in vain: for the Lorp will not hold him guiltless that
taketh his name in vain.
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8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

9 Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work:

10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lorp
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man- servant nor th
maid- servant nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that 1
within thy gates:

11 For in six days the Lorp made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh
day: wherefore the Lorp blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it.

12 Honor thy father and thy mother : that thy days
may be long upon the land which the Lorp thy God
giveth thee.

13 Thou shalt not kill.

14 Thou shalt not commit adultery.

15 Thou shalt not steal. \

16 Thou shalt not.bear false witness against thy
neighbor.

17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man-servant,
nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, IO any

thing that is thy nelghbm s.

MARCH 12.
Gop’s COVENANT WITH ISRAEL. Exod. xxiv, 1-12.

1 Axp he said unto Mo'ses, Come up unto the Lorp,
thou, and Aa'ron, Na'dab, and A-bi’hu, and seventy of
the elders of Is'ra-el; and worship ye afar off.

2 And Mo'ses alone shall come near the Lorp : but
they shall not come nigh; neither shall the people go
up with him.

8 And Mo'ses came and told the people all the words
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of the Lorp, and all the judgments: and all the peo-
ple answered with one voice, and said, All the words
which the Lorp hath said will we do.

4 And Mo'ses wrote all the words of the Lorp, and
rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar un-
der the hill; and twelve pillars, according to the twelve
tribes of Is'ra-el.

5 And he sent young men of the children of Is'ra-el,
which offered burnt-offerings, and sacrificed peace-offer-
ings of oxen unto the Lorbp.

6 And Mo'ses took half of the blood, and put it in
basins ; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the
altar.

7 And he took the .book of the covenant, and read
in the audience of the people: and they said, All that
the Lorp hath said will we do, and be obedient.

8 And Mo'ses took the blood, and sprinkled it on
the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant,
which the Lorp hath made with you concerning all
these words.

9 Then went up Mo’ses, and Aa'ron, Na'dab, and
A-bt'hu, and seventy of the elders of Isra-el ;

10 And they saw the God of Is'ra-el : and there was
under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire
stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clear-
ness.

11 And upon the nobles of the children of Is'ra-el he
laid not his hand : also they saw God, and did eat and
drink.

12 And the Lorp said unto Mo’ses, Come up to me
into the mount, and be there: and I will give thee
tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I
have written ; that thou mayest teach them.,
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MARCH 13.

THE GOLDEN CALF. Exod. xxxii, 7-20.

7 Axp the Lorp said unto Mo'ses, Go, get thee
down ; for thy people, which thou broughtest out of
the land of E'gypt, have corrupted themselves :

8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way
which I commanded them : they have made them a molt-
en calf, and they have worshiped it, and have sacri-
ficed thereun’ro and said, These be thy gods, O Is'ra-el,
which have br ought thee up out of the land of E'gypt.

9 And the Lorp said unto Mo'ses, I have seen this
people, and, behold, it is a stiff- necked people :

10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may
wax hot against them, and that T may consume them:
and T will make of thee a great nation.

11 And Mo'ses besought the Lorp his God, and said,
Lorp, why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy peo-
ple, which thou hast brought forth out ¢ of the land of
E'gypt with great power, and with a mighty hand ?

12 Wherefore should the E-gyp'tians speak, and say,
For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the

earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this
evil against thy people.

13~ Remember A’bra- ham, I'saac, and Isra-el, thy
servants, to whom thou swear est by thine own self and
saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the Stars
of heaven, and all this land that T have spoken of will
I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for-
ever.

14 And the Lorp repented of the evil which he
thought to do unto his people.

15 And Mo'ses turned, and went down from the
mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in his
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hand : the tables were written on both their sides; on
the one side and on the other were they written.

16 And the tables were the work of God, and the
writing was the writing of God, graven upon the
tables.

17 And when Josh'u-a heard the noise of the people
as they shouted, he said unto Mo'ses, there is a noise of
war 1 the camp.

18 And he said, It 1s not the voice of them that
shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that
cry for being overcome; but the noise of them that
sing do I hear.

19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto
the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and
Mo'ses’ anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of
his hands, and brake them beneath the mount.

20 And be took the calf which they had made, and
burnt 1t in the fire; and ground it to powder, and
strewed 1t upon the water, and made the children of
Is'ra-el drink of it.

MAIRCH 14.
MosgEs’ PRAYER FOR ISRAEL. Exod. xxxii, 26-35.

26 Toex Mo'ses stood in the gate of the camp, and
said, Who 1s on the Lorp’s side? let him come unto
me. And all the sons of Le'vi gathered themselves to-
gether unto him.

27 And he said unto them, Thus saith the Lorp God
of Is'ra-el, Put every man his sword by his side, and go
in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and
slay every man his brother, and every man his compan-
ion, and every man his nmghbon

98 And the children of Le'vi did according to the
7
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word of Mo’ses : and there fell of the people that day
about three thousand men.

29 For Mo'ses had said, Consecrate yourselves to-day
to the Lorp, even every man upon his son, and upon
his brother; that he may bestow upon you a blessing
this day.

80 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Mo'ses
said unto the people, Ye have sinned a great sin: and
now I will go up to the Lorp; peradventure I shall
make an atonement for your sin.

81 And Mo’ses returned unto the Lorp, and said, Oh,
this people have sinned a great sin, and have made
them gods of gold.

32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if
not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou
hast written. 4

33 And the Lorp said unto Mo’ses, Whosoever hath
sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.

34 Therefore now go, lead the people unto.the place
of which I have spoken unto thee : behold, mine Angel
shall go before thee: nevertheless, in the day when I
visit, I will visit their sin upon them.

35 And the Lorp plagued the people, because they
made the calf, which Aa'ron made.

MARCH 15.

Gop’S PRESENCE PROMISED. Exod. xxxiii, 11-19.

11 Axp the Lorp spake unto Mo'ses face to face, as
a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again
into the camp ; but his servant Josh'u-a, the son of Nun,
a young man, depal ted not out of the tabernacle.

12 And Mo'ses said unto the Lorp, See, thou sayest
unto me, Bring up this people: and thou hast not let
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me know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou
hast said, I know thee by name, and thou hast also
found grace in my sight.

13 Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace
in thy sight, show me now thy way, that I may know
thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and consider
that this nation is thy people.

14 And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and
I will give thee rest.

15 Aund he said unto him, If thy presence go not
with me, carry us not up hence.

16 For wherein shall it be known here that I and
thy people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in
that thou goest with us? So shall we be separated,
I and thy people, from all the people that are upon the
face of the earth.

17 And the Lorp said unto Mo'ses, I will do this
thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found
grace In my sight, and I know thee by name.

18 And he said, I beseech thee, show me thy glory.

19 And he %md I will make all my goodneSs pass
before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the Lorp
before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be
gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show
mercy.

MARCH 16.

THE STRANGE FIRE. Lev. x, 1-11.

1 Axp Na'dab and A-bi'hu, the sons of Aa'ron, took
either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put
incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the Lorp,
which he commanded them not.

2 And there went out fire from the Lorp, and de-
voured them, and they died before the Lorp.
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8 Then Mo'ses said unto Aa'ron, This is it that the
Lorp spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that

come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glori-

fied. And Aa‘ron held his peace.

4 And Mo'ses called Misha’el and Elza’phan, the
sons of Uzzi'el the uncle of Aa'ron, and said unto them,
Come near, carry your brethren from before the sanc-
tuary out of the camp.

5 So they went near, and carried them in their coats
out of the camp; as Mo'ses had said.

6 And Mo'ses said unto Aa’von, and unto E-le-azar
and unto Ith’a-mar, his sons, Uncover not your heads,
neither rend your clothes ; Jest ye die, and lest wrath
come upon all the people: but let your brethren, the
whole house of Is'ra-el, bewail the burning which the
Lorp hath kindled.

7 And ye shall not go out from the door of the tab-
ernacle of the congr egation, lest ye die: for the anoint-

ing oil of the Loxp is upon you. And they did accord-
ing to the word of Mo'ses.

8 And the Lorp spake unto Aa'ron, saying,

9 Do not drink wine nor strong dnnk thou, nor thy
sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the
congregation, lest ye die: “it shall be a statute forever
throughodt your generations :

10 And that ye may put difference between holy
and unholy, and between unclean and clean;

11 And that ye may teach the children of Ts'ra-el all
twe statutes which the Lorp hath spoken unto them by

the hand of Mo'ses.

MARCH 17.

THE REPORT OF THE SPIES. Num. xiii, 21-33.

21 So they went up, and searched the land from the.
wilderness of Zin unto Re’hob, as men come to Ha'math.
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22 And they ascended by the south, and came unto
He'bron; where A-bi'man, She’shai, and Tal'mai, the
children of A'nak, were. (Now Ile'bron wasbuilt seven
years before Zo'an in K'gypt.)

23 And they came unto the brook of Ish'col; and
cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of
grapes, aud they bare it between two upon a staft; and
thev brought of the pomegranates; and of the figs.

94 The place was called the brook Ish’col, because
of the cluster of grapes which the children of Israel
cut down from thence.

25 And they returned from searching of the land
after forty days.

26 And they went and came to Mo'ses, and to Aa/-
ron, and to all the congregation of the children of Is-
ra-el, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Ka'desh; and
brought back word unto them, and unto all the congre-
gation, and showed them the fruit of the land.

27 And they told him, and said, We came unto the
land whither thou sentest us, and smel) 1t floweth with
milk and honey ; and this is the fruit of it.

28 Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in
the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and
moreover we saw the children of A'nak there.

29 The Am'a-lek-ites dwell in the land of the south:
and the ILit'tites, and the Jeb'usites, and the Am’o-rites,
dwell in the mountains : and the Ca'naan-ites dwell by
the sea, and by the coast of Jor'dan.

30 And Cleb stilled the people before Mo'ses, and
said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are
well able to overcome it.

31 But the men that went up with hin said, We be
not able to go up against the people; for they are
stronger than we.

32" And they brought up an evil report of the land
which they had searched unto the children of [sra. el,
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saying, The land, through which we have gone to search
it, 1s a land that ‘eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and
all the people that we saw in it are men of a gleat
stature.

33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of A'nak,
which come of the giants: and we were in our own
sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.

MARCH 18.

THE MURMURING OF THE PEOPLE. Num. xiv, 1-10.

1 Axvp all the congregation lifted up their voice, and
cried; and the people wept that night.

2 And all the children of Israel murmured against
Mo'ses and against Aa'ron: and the whole congrega-
tion said unto them,. Would God that we 'had died in
the land of E'gypt! or would God we had died in this
wilderness !

8 And wherefore hath the Lorp brought us unto
this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our
children should be a prey ? were it not better for us to
retarn into E'gypt ?

4 And they said one to another, Let us make a cap-
tain, and let us return into E'gypt.

5 Then Mo'ses and Aa'ron fell on their faces before
all the assembly of the congregation of the children of
Is'ra-el.

6 And Josh'v-a the son of Nun, and Ca’leb the son
of Je-phun’neh, which were of them that searched the
land, rent their clothes:

7" And they spake unto all the company of the chil-
dren of Isra-el, saying, The Jand, which we passed
through to search it, is an exceedmo good land.

8 It the Loxrp dehcrht 10 us, then he w il bring us
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into this land, and give 1t us; a land which floweth
with milk and honey.

9 Only rebel not ye against the Lorp, neither fear
ye the people of the l‘llld for they are bread for us:
their defense is departed from them, and the Lorp 1s
with us: fear thewn not.

10 But all the congregation bade stone them with
stones. And the Of]ory of the Lorp appeared 1in the
tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of
Is'ra-el.

MAIRCH 10,
THE WATER IN KADESH. Num. xx, 1-12.

1 Tuex came the children of Is'ra-el, even the whole
congregation, into the desert of Zin in the first month
and the people abode 1 Ka'desh; and Miritam died
there, and was buried there.

9 And there was no water for the congregation : and
they gathered themselves together a(rzunst Mo'ses and
against Aa'ron.

8 And the people chode with Mo'ses, and spake, say-
ing, Would God that we had died when our brethren
died before the Lorp !

4 And why have ye brought up the congregation of
the Lorp into this wilderness, that we and our cattle
should die there?

5 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out
of E’oypt to bring us in unto this evil place ? it is no
place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates;
neither is there any water to drink.

6 And Mo'ses and Aa'ron went from the presence of
the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the

«rlof 'y of the LORD appeared unto them.
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7 And the Lorp spake unto Mo'ses, saying,
8 Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly to-
ether, thou and Aa’ron thy brother, and speak ye unto
the IOCL before their eyes; and it sh all give forth his
water, and thou shalt brlng forth to them water out of
the rock so thou shalt give the congregation and their
beasts drink.

9 And Mo'ses took the rod from before the Lorp, as
he commanded him.

10 And Mo'ses and Aa’ron gathered the congrega-
tion together before the rock, and he said unto them,
Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of
this rock ?

11 And Mo'ses lifted up his hand, and with his rod
he smote the rock twice: and the water came out
abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their
beasts also.

12 And the Lorp spake unto Mo’ses and Aa'ron,
Because ye believe me not, to sanctify me in the eyes
of the children of Is'ra-el, theretme ye shall not bring
this congregation into the land which I have given
them.

MARCH 20.

THE BRAZEN SERPENT. Num, xxi, 1-9.

1 Axpwhen king A'rad the Ca'naan-ite, which dwelt
in the south, heard tell that Isra-el came by the way
of the spies; then he fought against Is'ra-el, and took
some of them prisoners.

2 And Is'ra-el vowed a vow unto the Lorp, and said,
If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand
then I will utterly destroy their cities.

8 And the Lorp hearkened to the voice of Is'ra-el,
and delivered up the Ca'naan-ites ; and they utterly de-
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stroyed them and therr cities: and he called the name
of the place IHor'mah.

4 And they journeyed from Mount IHor by the way
of the Red Sea, to compass the land of E'dom: and the
soul of the people was much discouraged because of the
way.

g And the people spake against God, and against
Mo'ses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of
L’o'ypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread,
neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this
light bread.

"6 And the Lonp sent fiery serpents among the peo-
ple, and they bit the people; and much people of Is'-
ra-el died.

7 Therefore the people came to Mo'ses, and said, We
have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lorbp,
and against thee; pray unto the Lorp, that he take
away the serpents from us. And Mo'ses prayed for the

eople.

8 And the Lorp said unto Mo'ses, Make thee a fiery
serpent, and set 1t upon a pole; and it shall come to
pass, that every one that 1s bitten, when he looketh
upon it, shall live.

9 And Mo'ses nade a serpent of brass, and put it
upon a pole; and it came to pass, thatif a serpent had
bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass,
be lived.

MAIRCH 21.
PRESERVE ME, O GoDp, Psa. xvi.

1 Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my
trust.

2 O my soul, thou hast said unto the Loz, Thou art
my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee
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3 But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the
excellent, in whom is all my delight.

4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after
another god: their drink-offerings of blood will T not
offer, nor “take up their names into my lips.

5 The Lokp is the portion of mine inheritance and
of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.

6 The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places;
yea, I have a goodly heritage.

7 I will bless the Lorb, Who hath given me counsel :
my reins also instruct me in the mcrht seasons.

8 I have set the Lorp always before me : because he
is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoic-
eth: my flesh also shall rest in hope.

10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell ; neither
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

11 Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy
presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are
pleasures for evermore.

MARCH 22.
THE BLESSING OF BALAAM. Num. xxiii, 1-12.

1 Axp Ba'laam said unto Ba'lak, Build me here
seven altars, and prepare me here seven oxen and seven
rams.

2 And Ba'lak did as Ba'laam had spoken; and Ba
lak and Balaam offered on every altar a bullock and a
ram,

3 And Ba'laam said unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt-
offering, and I will go: peradventure the Lorp will
come to meet me, and whatsoever he showeth me I will
tell thee. And he went to a high place..

4 And God met Balaam: and he said unto him, I
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have prepared seven altars; and I have offered upon
every altar a bullock and a ram.

5 And the Lorp put a word in Ba'laam’s mouth,
and said, Return unto Ba’lak, and thus thou shalt
speak.

6 And he returned unto him, and, lo, he stood by his
burnt sacrifice, he, and all the princes of Mo’ab.

7 And he took up his parable, and said, Ba’lak the
king of Mo’ab hath brought me from A'ram, out of the
mountains of the east, saying, Come, curse me Ja'cob,
and come, defy Tsra-el

8 How shall T curse, whom God hath not cursed ? or
how shall I defy, w hom the Lorp hath not defied ?

9 For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from
the hills I behold him: lo, the people shall dwell alone,
and shall not be reckoned among the nations.

10 Who can count the dust of Ja'cob, and the num-
ber of the fourth part of Is'ra-el? Let me die the
death of the righteous, and let my last end be like
his !

11 And Ba'lak said unto Ba'laam, What hast thou
done unto me ? I took thee to curse mine enemies, and,
behold, thou hast blessed them altogether.

12 And he answered and said, Must I not take
heed to speak that wbich the Lorp hath put in my
mouth ¢

MARCH 23.
THE PROPHECY OF BALAAM. Num. xxiv, 10-19.

10 Axp Ba'lak’s anger was kindled against Ba'laam,
and he smote his hands together: and Ba'lak said unto
Ba'laam, I called thee to curse mine enemies, and, be-
hold, thou hast altogether blessed them these three
tlmes. )
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11 Therefore now flee thou to thy place: I thought
to promote thee unto great honor; but, lo, the Lorp
hath kept thee back from honor.

12 And Balaam said unto Ba'lak, Spake I not also
to thy messengers which thou sentest unto me, saying,

18 If Balak would give me his house full of silver
and gold, I cannot go beyond the commandment of the
Lorp, to do either good or bad of mine own mind ; but
what the Lorp saith, that will I speak ?

14 And now, behold, I go unto my people: come
therefore, and I will advertise thee what this people
shall do to thy people in the latter days.

15 And he took up his parable, and said, Ba'laam
the son of Be'or hath said, and the man whose eyes are
open hath said:

16 He hath said, which heard the words of God,
and knew the knowledge of the Most High, which saw
the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but
having his eyes open :

17 I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him,
but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Ja’ cob
and a Sceptel shall rise outof Is'ra-el, and shall destroy
all the children of Sheth.

18 And J’dom shall be a possession, Se'ir also shall be
a possession for his enemies; and Is'ra-el shall do valiantly.

19 Out of Ja'cob shall come he that shall have do-
minion, and shall destroy him that remaineth of the city.

MAIRCH 24.
TEACHING THE LAw. Deut. vi, 1-9.

1 Now these are the commandments, the statutes,
and the judgments, which the Lorp your God com-
manded to teach you, that ye might do them in the
land whither ye go to possess it:
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2 'That thou mightest fear the Lorp thy God, to keep
a]l Lis statutes and lis commandments, which I com-
mand thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son’s son, all the
days of thy life; and thot thy days may be prolonged.

3 Hear therefore, O Is'ra-el, and observeto do it that
it may be well with thec, and that ye may increase
mightily, as the Lorp God of thy fathers hath prom-
ised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and
honey.

4 Hear, O Is'ra-el: The Lorp our God is one Lonp

5 And thou shalt love the Lorp thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

6 And these words, which I command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart :

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in
thine hou»e and when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine
h m(l and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.

9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy

house, and on thy gates.

MARCH 25.
Gopn’s PEoPLE. Deut. vii, 6-13.

6 FFor thou art a holy people unto the Lorp thy
God: the Lorp thy God hath chosen thee to be a spe-
cial people unto himself, above all people that are upon

the face of the earth.

7 The Lorp did not set his Iove upon you, nor choose
you, because ye were more in number than any peo-
ple; for ye were the fewest of all people:

8 But because the Lorp loved you, and becaase he
would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your
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fathers, hath the Lorp brought you out with a mighty
hand, and redeemed you out " of the house of bondmen,
from the hand of Pha/rach king of E'gypt.

9 Know therefore that the Lorp thy Grod, he 1s God,
the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy
with them that love him and keep his commandments
to a thousand generations;

10 And repayeth them that hate him to their face,
to destroy them : he will not be slack to him that hateth
him, he will repay him to his face.

11 Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and
the statutes, and the judgments, which I command
thee this day, to do them.

12 Wherefore 1t shall come to pass, if ye hearken to
these judgments, and keep and do them, that the Lorp
thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the
mercy which he sware unto thy fathers:

18" And he will love thee, and bless thee, and multi-
ply thee: he will also bless ‘the fruit of thy womb, and
the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thine
oil, the increase of thy Lme, and the flocks of thy
sheep, in the land which he sware unto thy fathers to
give thee.

MARCH 26.
REMEMBERING THE LoRD. Deut. viii, 6-18.

6 TuerErore thou shalt keep the commandments of
the Lorp thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear
him.

7 For the Lorp thy God bringeth thee into a good
land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths
that spring out of valleys and hills;

8 A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig-
trees, and pomegranates ; a land of oil olive, and honey ;
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9 A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without.
scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land
whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou may-
est dig brass.

10 When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou
shalt bless the Lorp thy God for the good land which
he hath given thee.

11 Beware that thou forget not the Lorp thy God,
in not keeping his commandments, and his judgments,
and his statutes, which I command thee this day:

12 Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast
built goodly houses, and dwelt therein ;

13 And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply,
and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that
thou hast is multiphed ;

14 Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the
Lorp thy God, which brought thee forth out of the
land of E'gypt, from the house of bondage ;

15 Who led thee through that great and terrible
wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions,
and drought, where there was no water; who brought
thee forth water out of the rock of flint;

16 Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna,
which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee,
and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy
latter end ;

17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the
might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth.

18 But thou shalt remember the Lowrp thy God:
for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that
he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy
fathers, as 1t is this day.
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MARCH 27.

KINDNESS TO THE PooRr. Deut. xxiv, 14-22.

14 Trou shalt not oppress a hired servant that is
poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or
of thy strangers that are in thy land ‘within thy

ates :

15 At his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither
shall the sun go down upon it; for he is poor, and set-
teth his heart upon it : lest he cny against thee unto the
Lorp, and it be sin unto thee.

16 The fathers shall not be put to death for the chil-
dren, neither shall the children be put to death for the
fathel's: every man shall be put to death for his own
sin.

17 Thou shalt not pervert the Judgment of the
stranger, nor of the fatherless; nor take a widow’s
raiment to pledge:

18 But thou shalt remember that thou wast a bond-
man in E'gypt, and the Lorp thy God redeemed thee
thence : therefore I command thee to do this thing.

19 When thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy
field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not
go again to fetch 1t 1t shall be for the stranger for the
fatherless and for the widow: that the Lorp thy God
may bless thee in all the work of thine hands.

20 When thou beatest thine olive-tree, thou shalt
not go over the boughs again: it shall be for the
stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.

91 When thou gathelest the grapes of thy vineyard,
thou shalt not glean it afterward : it shall be for the
stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.

29 And thou shalt remember that thou wast a- bond-
man in the land of E'gypt: therefore I command thee
to do this thing.
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MARCH 28.

THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD. Deut. xxx, 11-20.

11 For this commandment which I command thee
this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off.

12 It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who
shall go up for us to heaven and bring 1t unto us, that
we may hear it, and do it ?

13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest
say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it
unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?

14 But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy
mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.

15 See, I have Qet before thee this day life and good,
and death and evil;

16 In that I command thee this day to love the Lorp
thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his com-
mandments, and his statutes, and his judgments, that
thou mayest live and multlply and the Lorp thy God
shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to pos-
sess it.

17 But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt
not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other
gods, and serve them ;

18 T denounce unto you this day, that ye shall
surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days
upon the ]and whither thou passest over J jor'dan to go
to possess it.

19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against
you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing
and cursing : therefore choose life, that both ‘thou and
thy seed may live:

20 That thou mayest love the Lorp thy God, and
that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou nnyest

cleave unto him; for he is thy life, and the length of
8
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thy days ; that thou mayest dwell in the land which
the Lorp sware unto thy fathers, to A'bra-ham, to
I'saac, and to Ja'cob, to give them.

MARCH 29.

THE SoNG oF MoSES. Deut. xxxii, 1-12.

1 Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and
hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.

2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall
distill as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender
herb, and as the showers upon the grass:

8 Because I will publish the name of the Lorp: as-
cribe ye greatness unto our God.

4 He 1s the Rock, his work is perfect ; for all his
ways are judgment: a God of truth and without in-
iquity, just and right is he.

5 They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not
the spot of his children: they are a perverse and crooked
generation.

6 Do ye thus requite the Lorp, O foolish people and
unwise ¢ is not he thy father that hath bought thee?
hath he not made thee, and established thee ?

7 Remember the days of old, consider the years of
many generations: ask thy f ather and he will show
thee ; thy elders, and they will tell thee.

8 When the Most ngh divided to the nations their
inheritance, when he separated the sons of Ad’am, he
set the bounds of the people according to the number
of the children of Is'ra-el.

9 For the Lorp’s portion is his people; Ja'cobis the
lot of his inheritance.

10 He found him in a desert land, and in the waste
howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed
him, he kept him as the apple of his eye.
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11 As an eacrle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over
her young, spleadeth abroad her wings, taketh them,
beareth them on her wings;

12 So the Lorp alone did lead him, and there was
no strange god with him.

MARCH J30.
THE DEATH OF MOSES. Deut. xxxiv.

1 Axp Mo’ses went up from the plains of Mo'ab unto
the mountain of Ne'bo, to the top of Pis'gah, that is
over against Jeri-cho: 'and the Lok showed him all
the land of Gil’e-ad, unto Dan,

2 And all 1 \Ta,ph’ta I, and the land of E’phraim, and
Ma-nas'seh, and all the land of Ju'dah, urto the utmost
sea.

3 And the south, and the plain of the ~alley of
Jer'i-cho, the city of palm-trees, unto Zo'ar.

4 And the. Lorp said unto him, This is the land
which I sware unto A'bra-ham, unto I'saac, and unto
Ja'cob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have
caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not
go over thither.

5 So Mo'ses the servant of the Lorp died there in
the land of Mo’ab, according to the word of the Loxp.

6 And he buried him m a valley in the land of
V[o ab, over against Beth-pe’or: but no man knoweth
of his sepulcher unto this day.

7 And Mo'ses was a hundred and twenty years old
when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural
force abated.

8 And the children of Is'ra-el wept for Mo'ses in the
plains of Mo’ab thirty days: so the days of weeping
and mourning for Mo’ses were ended.
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9 And Josh'u-a the son of Nun was full of the spirit
of wisdom ; for Mo'ses had laid his hands upon him:
and the children of Is'ra-el hearkened unto him, and did
as the Lorp commanded Mo'ses.

10 And there arose not a prophet since in Is'ra-el
like unto Mo’ses, whom the Lorp knew face to face,

11 In all the signs and the wonders which the Lorp
sent him to do in the land of K'gypt, to Pha'raoh, and
to all his servants, and to all his land,

12 And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great
terror which Mo'ses showed in the s1ght of all Is'ra-el.

MARCH J31.
HE THAT DWELLETH. Psa xci.

1 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

2 I will say of the Lorp, He is my refuge and my
fortress : my God; in him will T trust.

8 Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the
fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.

4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under
his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield
and buckler.

5 Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night;
nor for the arrow that flieth by day ;

6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness;
nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.

7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand
at thy right hand ; but it shall not come nigh thee.

8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see
the réward of the wicked.

9 Because thou hast made the Lorp, which is my
refuge, even the Most High, thy habitation ;
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10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any
plague come nigh thy dwelling.

11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to
keep thee in all thy ways.

12 They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou
dash thy foot against a stone.

13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the
young lion and the dragon shalt-thou trample under
feet.

14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore
will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he
hath known my name.

15 Ie shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I
will be with him in trouble; I will deliver' him, and
honor him.

16 With long life will I satisfy him, and show him
my salvation. '

EASTER DAY.
Mark xvi, 9-20.

9 Now when Je'sus was risen early the first day of
the week, he appeared first to Ma'ry Mag-da-le'ne, out
of whom he had cast seven devils,

10 And she went and told them that had been w 1th
him, as they mourned and wept.

11 And they, when they had heard that he was ahve,
and had been seen of her, believed not.

12 After that he appeared in another form unto two
of them, as they walked, and went into the country.

13 And they went and told it unto the residue:
neither believed they them.

14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as the
sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief
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and hardness of heart, because they believed anot them
which had seen him after he was risen.

15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature.

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ;
but he that believeth not shall be damned.

17 And these signs shall follow them that believe;
In my name shall they cast out devils; they shallspeak
with new tongues;

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them they shall lay
hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

19 So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, he
was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand
of God.

20 And they went forth, and preached every-where,
the Lord working with them and confirming the word
with signs following. Amen,
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APRIL 1.
THE REJECTION AT NAZARETH. Luke iv, 14-31.

14 Awxp Je'sus returned in the power of the Spirit
into Gali-lee : and there went out a fame of him through
all the region round about.

15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glori-
fied of all.

16 And he came to Naz'a-reth, where he had been
brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the
synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of
the prophet E-salas. And when he had opened the
book, he found the place where it was written,

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becanse he
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he
hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach de-
liverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to
the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them
that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this

cnptule fulfilled in your ears.

2 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the
gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And
they said, Is not this Jo'seph’s son?

23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto
me this proverb, Physician, Lieal thyself : whatsoever
we have heard done in Ca-per'na-um, do also here in
thy country.
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24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet
is accepted in his own country.

25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in
Is'ra-el in the days of Eli'as, when the heaven was shut
up three years and six months when great famine was
throughout all the land;

26 But unto none of them was E-li‘as sent, save unto
Sa-rep’ta, a city of Si‘don, unto a woman that was a
widow.

27 And many lepers were in Is'ra-el in the time of
El-i-se’us the prophet ; and none of them was cleansed,
saving Na'a-man the S r'i-an.

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard
these things, were filled with wrath,

29 And they rose up, and thrust him out of the city,
and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their
city was built, that they might cast him down head-
long.

30 But he, passing through the midst of them, went
his wa

31 And came down to Ca- pe1 ‘na-um, a city of Gal'i-
lee, and taught them on the sabbath days

APRIL 2.

Four DisciPLES CALLED. Luke v, 1-11.

1 A~D it came to pass, that, as the people pressed
upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by the
lake of Geen-nes'a-ret,

2 And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the
fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing
their nets.

3 And he entered into one of the ships, which was
Si'mon’s, and prayed him that he would thrust out a
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little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the
people out of the ship.

4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Si"
mon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets
for a draught.

5 Aund Simon answering said unto him, Master, we
have toiled all the might, and have taken nothing:
nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.

6 And when they had this done, they inclosed a
great multitude of fishes: and their net brake.

7 And they beckoned unto their partners, which
were in the other ship, that they should come and help
them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so
that they began to sink.

8 When Si'mon Pe’ter saw it, he fell down at Je'sus’
knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man,
O Lord.

9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him,
at the draught of the fishes which they had taken:

10 And so was also James, and Johi, the sons of
Zeb'e-dee, which were partners with Si'mon. AndJe’sus
said unto St'mon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt
catch men.

11 And when they had brought their ships to land,
they forsook all, and followed him.

APRIL 3.
MIRACLES AT CAPERNAUM. Mark i, 21-34.

21 Axp they went into Ca-per'na-um; and straight-
way on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue,
and taught.

22 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for
he taught them as one that had authority, and not as
the scribes.
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23 And there was in their synagogue a man with an
unclean spirit ; and he cried out,

24 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with
thee, thou Je'sus of Naz'a-reth ? art thou come to de-
stroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of
God.

25 And Je'sus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace,
and come out of him.

26 And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and
cried with a loud voice, he came out of him.

27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they
questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is
this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority
commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do
obey him.

28 And immediately his fame spread abroad through

out the region round about Gal'ilee.

29 And forthwith, when they were come out of the
synagogue, they entered into the house of Si'mon and
Avn’drew, with James and John.

30 But Si'mon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a fever;
and anon they tell him of her.

81 And he came and took her by the hand, and
lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, and
she ministered unto them.

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they brought
unto him all that were diseased, and them that were
possessed with devils.

83 And all the city was gathered together at the
door.

84 And he healed many that were sick of divers
diseases, and cast out many devils; and suffered not
the devils to speak, because they knew him.
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APRIL, 4,
THE ToUuR IN EASTERN GALILEE. Mark i, 35-45.

85 AND in the morning, rising up a great while be-
fore day, he went out, and departed into a solitary
place, and there prayed.

86 And Si'mon and they that were with him fol-
lowed after him.

87 And when they had found him, they said unto
him, All men seek for thee.

38 And he said unto them, Let us go into the next
towns, that I may preach there also: for therefore came
I forth.

39 And he preached in their synagogues throughout
all Gal’i-lee, and cast out devils.

40 And there came a leper to him, beseeching him,
and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

41 And Je'sus, moved with compassion, put forth his
hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be
thou clean.

42 And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the
leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.

43 And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent
him away ;

44 And saith unto him, See thou say nothing toany
man: but go thy way, show thyself to the priest, and
offer for thy cleansing those things which Mo’ses com-
manded, for a testimony unto them.

45 But he went out, and began to publish it much,
and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Je'sus
could no more openly enter into the city, but was with-
out in desert places : and they came to him from every
quarter.
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APRIL 3.
THE PARALYTIC HEALED., Mark ii, 1-12.

1 Axp again he entered into Ca-per'na-um after some
davs: and it was noised that he was in the house.

2 And straightway 1many were Q'athered together,
insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no,
not o much as abour the door: and he preached the
word unto them.

And they came unto bhim, Lringing one sick of
the palsy, which was borne of four

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for
the press. thev uncovered the roof where he was: and
when thev had broken it up, thev let down the bed
wherein the sick of the palsy lay.

5 When Te sus saw their faith. he said unto the sick
of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.

6 But there were certain of the seribes sitting there,
and reasoning in thelr hearts,

i Why dorth this man thus peak blasphemies ? who
can formve sins but God only ?

And immediately, when Je'sus pereeived 1 his
sp’mr that they s0 reasoned within themselves, he said
unto them. W hv reazon ve these things in vour hearts?

9 Whether 1s it easier. to say to the ‘sick of the
palsy. Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise. and

take up th\ bed and Walk?

10 But that ve mav know that the Son of man hath
power on earth to foraive sins, (he saith to the sick of
the palsy.)

11 T say unto thee. Arise, and take up thy bed, and
o rh\‘ way unto thine house.

2 "And immediately he arose. took up the bed, and
went forth before them all: 1n~omuch that they were
all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it
on this fashion.
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APIRIL 6.
THE MIRACLE AT BETHESDA. John v, 1-15.

1 Arrer this there was a feast of the Jews; and
Je’sus went up to Je-ru'sa-lem.

2 Now there is at Je-ru'sa-Jem by the sheep market
a pool, which is called in the Ile’brew tongue Beth-
es'da, having five porches.

3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of
blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water.

4 For an angel went down at a certain season into
the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first
after the troubling of the water stepped in was made
whole of whatsoever disease he had.

5 And a certain man was there, which had an in-
firmity thirty and eight years.

6 When Je'sus saw him lie, and knew that he had
been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him,
Wilt thou be made whole ?

7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no
man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the
pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down
before me.

8 Je'sus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and
walk.

9 And immediately the man was made whole, and
took up his bed, and walked : and on the same da) was
the sabbath.

10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured,
It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry
thy bed.

11 He answered them, He that made me whole, the
same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk.

12 Then asked they him, What man is that which
said unto thee, Take up thy bed and walk ?
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18 And he that was healed wist not who it was:
for Je'sus had conveyed himself away, a multitude be-
ing in that place.

14 Afterward Je'sus findeth him in the temple, and
said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no
more, lest a worse thmg come unto thee.

15 The man departed, and told the Jews that it
was Je'sus which had made him whole.

—_

APRIL, 7.
THE SON AND THE FATHER. John v, 19-30.

19 Tuex answered Je'sus and said unto them, Ver-
ily, verily, I say,unto you, The Son can do nothing of
himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what
things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son like-
wise.

20 For the Father loveth the Son, and showeth him
all things that himself doeth: and 'he will show him
greater works than these, that ye may marvel.

21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quick-
eneth them ; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will,

22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath com-
mitted all judgment unto the Son:

23 That all men should honor the Son, even as they
honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son hon-
oreth not the Father which hath sent him.

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath ever-
lasting llfe and shall not come-into condemnatlon but
18 passed from death unto life.

25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is com-
ing, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of

the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.
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26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath
he given to the Son to have life in himself ;

97 And hath given him authority to execute judg-
ment also, because he is the Son of man.

98 Marvel not at this: forthe hour is coming, in the
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,

29 And shall come forth; they that have done rrood
unto the resurrection of hte, and they that have “done
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation,

30 T can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, 1
judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not
mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath

sent me,

APRIL 8.

THE LORD OF THE SABBATH. Maft. xii, 1-8.

1 Ar that time Je'sus went on the sabbath day
through the corn; and his disciples were a-hungered,
and becran to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat.

9 But when the Pharisees saw 1t they said unto
him, Behold, thy disciples do that which i$ not lawful
to do upon the sabbath day.

8 But he said unto them Have ye not read what
Da'vid did, when he was ahungeled and they that
were with hun

4 How he entered into the house of God, and did
eat the show-bread, which was not lawful for him to
eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for
the priests ?

5 Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the’
sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the sab-
bath, and are blameless ?

6 But I say unto you, That in this place is one
greater than the temple.
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7 But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will
have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have con-
demned the guiltless.

8 For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.

APRII., O,
THE WITHERED HAND. Mark iii, 1-14.

1 Axp he entered again into the synagogue; and
there was a man there which had a withered hand.

2 And they watched him, whether he would heal
him on the sabbath day; that they might accuse him.

3 And he saith _uuto the man which had the with-
ered hand, Stand forth.

4 And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good
on the sabbath days, or to do evil ? to save life, or to
kill? DBut they held their peace.

5 And when he had looked round about on them
with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their
hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand.
And he stretched it out: and his hand was restored
whole as the other.

6 And the Phari-sees went forth, and straightway
took counsel with the He-ro’di-ans against him how they
might destroy him.

7 But Je'sus withdrew himself with his disciples to
the sea: and a great multitude from Gali- lee followed
him, and from Ju-de'a,

8 And from Jelusalem and from Idumea and
from beyond Jor'dan; and they about Tyre and Sl’don
a great multitude, when they had heard what gleat
thmors he did, came unto him.

9 And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship
should wait on him because of the multitude, lest they
should throng him.
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10 For he had healed many; insomuch that they
pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had
plagnes.

11 And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell
down before him, and eried, saying, Thou art the Son
of God.

12 And he straitly charged them that they should
not make him known.

13 And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth
unto him whom he would : and they came unto him.

14 And he ordained twelve, that they should be
with him, and that he might send them forth to preach.

APRIL 10.
THE BEATITUDES. Matt. v, 1-12.

1 Axp seeing the multitudes, he went up into a
mountain : and when he was set, his disciples came unto
him :

2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, say-
ing
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be
comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek : for they shall inherit the
earth.

6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness : for they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful : for they shall obtain
mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see
God
9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be

called the children of God.
9
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10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for right-
eousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you.

APRIL 11.
DiscipLES AND THE WORLD. Matt. v, 13-20.

13 YE are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have
lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted ? it is thence-
forth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be
trodden under foot of men.

14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set
on a hill cannot be hid.

15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under
a bushel, but on a candlestick ; and it glvéth llaht unto
all that are in the house.

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.

17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or
the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.

18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law, till all be fulfilled.

19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be
called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whoso-
ever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called
great in the kingdom of heaven.

20 For I say unto you, That except your righteous-
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ness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
Phar'isees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom
of heaven.

APRIL 12.

LovE To ENEMIES. Matt. v, 38-48.

38 Yk have heard that it hath been said, An eye for
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth :

39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to
him the other also.

40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take
away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.

41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile,
go with him twain.

42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that
would borrow of thee turn not thou away.

43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt
love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy.

44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and per-
secute you;

45 That ye may be the children of your Father
which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust.

46 For if ye love them which love you, what re-
ward have ye ? do not even the publicans the same?

47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye
more than others ? do not even the publicans so ?

48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which
is in heaven is perfect.
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APRIL 13.

How To PraYy. Matt. vi, 1-15.

1 Taxe heed that ye do not your alms before men,
to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of
your Father which is in heaven.

2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound
a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the syna-
gogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of
men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

8 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand
know what thy right hand doeth:

4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Fa-
ther which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee
openly.

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the
hypocrites are : for they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they
may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have
their reward.

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet,
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret; and thy Father which seethin secret
shall reward thee openly

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the
heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for
their much speaking.

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Fa-
ther knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye
ask him.

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.
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12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debt-
ors.

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heav-
enly Father will also forgive you:

1") But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither
will your Father for '‘glve your trespasses.

APRIL 14.

WorLDLY CARES. Matt. vi, 19-34.

19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust.doth corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal :

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and w here
thieves do not break through nor steal:

21 For where your treasure 1s, there will your heart
be also.

22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore
thine eye be smg]e thy whole body shallcbe full of light.

23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be
full of darkness. IF therefore the light that is in thee
be darkness, how great is that darkness !

24 No man can servetwo masters: for either he will
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold
to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve
God and mammon.

25 Therefore 1 say unto you, Take no thought for
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall dnnk
nor yet for your body, what ye shall puton. Is not
the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?
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26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not,
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much “bet-
ter than they ?

27 Which of you by taking thought can add one
cubit unto his stature ?

28 And why take ye thought for raiment ? Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow ; they toil not,
neither do they spin:

29 And yet I say unto you, That even Sol'o-mon in
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of thefield,
which to-day 1s, 'and to-morrow is cast into the oven,
shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? ?

31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall
we eat ? or, What shall we drink ? or, * Wherewithal
shall we be clothed ?

32 (For after all these things do the Gen'tiles seek :)
for your heavenly Father Lnoweth that ye have need
of all these things.

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto
you.

34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for
the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

APRIL 15.
JupGgING OTHERS. Matt. vii, 1-12.

1 Jupee not, that ye be not judged.

2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be
judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again.
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3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy
brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in
thine own eye?

4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull
out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold a beam is
in thine own eye?

5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine
own eye; and then shalt thou sec clearly to cast out
the mote out of thy brother’s eye.

6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither
cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them
under their feet, and turn again and rend you.

7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

8 Tor every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened.

9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask
blead will he give him a stone?

10 Ot if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent ?

11 If ye then, being eVl] know how to give good
gifts unto your c‘mldlen how much more shall your
Father which is in heaven give good things to them
that ask him?

12 Therefore all things whatsoever )e would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this
13 the law and the prophets.

APRIL 16.

THE FALSE AND THE TRUE. Matt. vii, 13-27.

13 ExtER ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,
and many there be which go in thereat:
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14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves,

16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good
fruit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

18 A good tree cannot bnng forth evil fruit, neither
can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is
hewn down, and cast into the fire.

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord; Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name ¢ and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many won-
derful works?

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise
man, which built his house upon a rock:

25 And the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it
fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.

26 And every one that heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a fool-
ish man, which built his house upon the sand:

27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell:
and great was the fall of it.
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APRIL 17.
THE CENTURION’S SER\‘TANT. Luke vii, 1-10.

1 Now when he had ended all his sayings in the au-
dience of the people, he entered into Ca-per’'na-um.

2 And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear
unto him, was sick, and ready to die.

3 And when he heard of Je'sus, he sent unto him
the elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he would
come and heal his servant.

4 And when they came to Je'sus, they besought him
instantly, saying, That he was worthy for whom he should
do this:

5 For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a
synagogue.

6 Then Je'sus went with them. And when he was
now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends
to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself ; for
I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my
roof :

7 Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to
come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant
shall be healed.

8 Forl also am a man set under authority, having
under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he
goeth ; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to
my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.

9 When Je'sus heard these things, he marveled at
him, and turned him about, and said unto the people
that followed him, I say unto you, I have not found so
great faith, no, not in Is'ra-el.

10 Aund they that were sent, returning to the house,
found the servant whole that had been sick. -
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APRIL 18.

THE WIDOW OF NAIN. Luke vii, 11-17.

11 Awnp it came to pass the day after, that he went
into a city called Na'in; and many of his disciples went
with him, and much people.

12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city,
behold, there was a dead man .carried out, the only son
of his mother, and she was a widow : and much people
of the city was with her.

18 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion
on her, and said unto her, Weep not.

14 And he came and touched the bier: and they
that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I
say unto thee, Arise. ‘

15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak.
And he delivered him to his mother.

16 And there came a fear on all: and they glorified
God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among
us; and, That God hath visited his people. :

17 And this ramor of him went forth throughout all
Ju-de’a, and throughout all the region round about.

APRII, 10,
REBUKE AND INVITATION. Matt. xi, 20-30.

20 Ture~x began he to upbraid the cities wherein
most of his mighty works were done, because they re-
pented not :

21 Woe unto thee, Chora’zin! woe unto thee, Beth-
sai’da! for if the mighty works, which were done in
you, had been done in Tyre and Si‘don, they would
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.
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2 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable
f01 T)le and St'don at the day of judgment, than for

"ou.

23 And thou, Ca-per'na-um, which art exalted unto
heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the
mmhty works, which have been done in thee, had been
done n Sod’om it would have remained until this day.

24 But I say unto you, That it shall be more toler-
able for the land of Sod’om in the day of judgment,
than for thee.

25 At that time Je'sus answered and said, I thank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and
hast revealed them unto babes.

26 Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy
sight.

o7 All things are delivered unto me of my Father:
and no mar knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

28 Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls.

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

APRIL 20.
WASHING THE SAVIOUR'S FEET. Luke vii, 36-50.

36 Axp one of the Phari-sees desired him that he
would eat with him. And he went mto the Phar'i-
see’s house, and sat down to meat.

37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a
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sinner, when she knew that Je'sus sat at meat in the
Phar'isee’s house, brought an alabaster box of oint-
ment,

38" And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and
began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them
with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and.
anointed them with the ointment.

89 Now when the Phar'i-see which had bidden him
saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he
were a prophet, would have known who and what man-
ner of woman this is that toucheth him; for she is a
sinner.

40 And Je'sus answering said unto hlm Si'mon, I
have somewhat to say unto thee. And he salth Mas-
ter, say on.

41 There was a certain creditor which had two debt-
ors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other
fifty.

4)2 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly
forgave them both. Tell me therefore which of them
will love him most?

43 Si'mon answered and said, I suppose that he, to
whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou
hast rightly judged.

44- And he turned to the woman, and said unto Si-
mon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house,
thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath
washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the
hairs of her head.

45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman, since
the time I came in, hath not ceased to kiss my foet.

46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this
woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.

47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are
many, are forgiven; for she loved much : but to whom
little is forgiven, the same loveth little.
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48 And le said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

49 And they that sat at meat with him began to say
within themselves, Who is this that for ("th’th sins also ?

50 And he said to the woman, Thy Faith bath saved
thee : go in peace.

APRIL 21.

CHRIST'S FoEs aAND His FRrRIENDS. Mark iii, 20-30.

20" Axp the multitude cometh together again, so that
they could not so much as eat b eadl.

21 Aund when his friends heard of it, they went out
to lay hold on him: for they said, Ile is beside himself.

22 And the scribes which came down from Je-ru'sa-
lem said, He hath Be-el'ze-bub, and by the prince of
the devils casteth he out devils.

23 And he called them unto him, and said unto
them in parables, Ilow can Sa'tan cast out Sa’tan ?

24 And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that
kingdom cannot stand.

25 Andif ahouse be divided against itself, that house
cannot stand.

26 And if" Sa’tan rise up against himself, and be
dividell, he cannot stand, but hath an end.

27 No man can enter into a strong man’s house, and
spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong
man; and then he will spoil his house.

28 Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven
unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith so-
ever they shall blaspheme :

29 But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of
eternal dammation:

30 Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.
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APRIL 22.

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER. Matt. xiii, 1-9.

1 Tue same day went Je'sus out of the house, and
sat by the sea-side.

2 And great multitudes were gathered together unto
him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and the
whole multitude stood on the shore.

3 And he spake many things unto them in parables,
saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;

4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way-
side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:

5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not
much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because
they had no deepness of earth :

6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched
and because they had no root, they withered away.

7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns
sprung up, and choked them:

8 But others fell into good ground, and brought
forth fruit, some a hundred-fold, some sixty-fold, some
thirty- fold.

9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

APRIL 23.
THE PARABLE INTERPRETED. Matt. xiii, 10-23.

10 Awp the disciples came, and said unto him, Why
speakest thou unto them in parables?

11 He answered and sald unto them, Because it is
given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom
of heaven, but to them it is not given.

12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and
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he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath
not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because
they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither
do they understand.

14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of E-sa'ias,
which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not un-
derstand ; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not per-
ceive :

15 For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed :
lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and
hear with their ears, and should understand with their
heart, and should be converted, and I should heal
them.

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your
ears, for they hear. .

17 For ver ily T say unto you, That many prophets
and righteous men have desired to see those things
which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear
those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.

18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.

19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom,
and understandeth 1t not, then cometh the wicked one,
and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart.
This is he which received seed by the way-side.

20 But he that received the seed into stony places,
the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with
joy receiveth it

21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a
while: for when tribulation and persecution ariseth be-
cause of the word, by and by he is offended.

22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he
that heareth the word ; and the care of this world, and
the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he be-
cometh unfruitful
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23 But he that received seed into the good ground
is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it ;
which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some a
hundred-fold, some sixty, some thirty.

APRIL 24,
THE WHEAT AND THE TARES. Matt. xiii, 24-30, 36-43.

24 ANorHER parable put he forth unto them, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which
sowed good seed in his field :

25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed
tares among the wheat, and went his way.

26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.

97 So the servants of the householder came and said
unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field ?
from whence then hath 1t tares?

28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this.
The servant said unto lnm Wilt thou then that we go
and gather them up?

29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the
tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.

- 30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in
the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to
burn them : but gather the wheat into my barn.

36 Then Je'sus sent the multitude away, and went
into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying,
Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.

87 He answered and said unto them, IHe that soweth
the good seed 1s the Son of man ;

38 The field is the world; the good seed are the
children of the kingdom; but ‘the tares are the children
of the wicked one;
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39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the
harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the
angels.

40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned
in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.

41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and
they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that
offend, and them which do iniquity;

42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear,
let him hear.

APRIL 25.
THE TEMPEST STILLED. Matt. viii, 19-27.

19 AxD a certain scribe came, and said unto him,
Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.

20 And Je'sus saith unto him, The foxes have holes,
and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
man hath not where to lay his head. |

21 And another of his disciples said unto him,
Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.

22 But Je'sus said unto him, Follow me; and let
the dead bury their dead.

23 And when he was entered into a ship, his dis-
ciples followed him. |

24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the
sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves :
but he was asleep.

25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him,
saying, Lord, save us: we perish.

26 And he said unto them, Wky are ye fearful, O

10 -
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ye of little faith? Then he arose and rebuked the
winds and the sea; and there was a great calm.

27 But the men marveled, saying, What manner
of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey
him!

APRIL 26.
THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS. Mark v, 22-43.

22 Anp, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the
synagogue, Ja’i-rus by name; and when he saw him, he
fell at his feet,

23 And besouaht him greatly, saying, My little daugh-
ter lieth at the pomt of death: I pray thee, come and
lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed ; and she
shall live.

24 And Je'sus went with him; and much people fol-
lowed him, and thronged him.

25 And a certain woman, which had an 1ssue of blood
twelve years,

26 And had suffered many things of many physicians,
and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bet-
tered, but rather grew worse,

27 When she had heard of Je'sus, came in the press
behind, and touched his garment.

28 For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall
be whole.

29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was
dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed
of that plague.

80 And Je'sus, immediately knowing in himself that
virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the
press, and said, Who touched my clothes ?
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81 And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the
multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched
me ?

32 And he looked round about to see her that had
done this thing.

33 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing
what was done in her, came and fell down before him,
and told him all the truth. '

34 Aund he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath
made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy
plague.

85 While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of
the synagogue’s house certain which said, Thy daughter
is dead : why troublest thou the Master any further?

36 As soon as Je’sus heard the word that was spoken,
he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid,
only believe. '

37 And he suffered no man to follow him, save Pe'ter,
and James, and John the brother of James.

38 And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the
synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and them that wept
and wailed greatly.

389 And when he was come in, he saith unto them,
Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not
dead, but sleepeth.

40 And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had
put them all out, he taketh the father and the mother of
the damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth
in where the damsel was lying.

41 And he took the damsel by the hand, and said
unto her, Tali-tha cu/mi; which is, being interpreted,
Damsel, (I say unto thee,) arise.

42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walked ;
for she was of the age of twelve years. Aund they were
astonished with a great astonishment. -
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43 And he charged them straitly that no man should
know it; and commanded that something should be
given her to eat,

APRIL 27.
THE CHARGE T0 THE TWwWELVE. Matt. x, 5-20.

5 Tuese twelve Je'sus sent forth, and commanded
them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gen'tiles, and
into any city of the Sa-mari-tans enter ye not:

6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Is'-
ra-el.

¥ And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is at hand. \ \

8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast
out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.

9 Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your
purses;

10 Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, nei-
ther shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy
of his meat.

11 Aund into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter,
inquire who in it is worthy ; and there abide till ye go
thence.

12 And when ye come into a house, salute it.

18 And if the house be worthy, let your peace come
upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return
to you.

14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear
.your words, when ye depart out of that house or city,
shake off the dust of your feet.

15 Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable
for the land of Sod’om and Go-mor'rah in the day of
judgment, than for that city.
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16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless
as doves.

17 But beware of men : for they will deliver you up
to the councils, and they will scourge you in their syna-
gogues ;

18 And ye shall be brought before governors and
kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the
Gen'tiles.

19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought
how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you
in that same hour what ye shall speak.

20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your
Father which speaketh in you.

APRIL 28,

FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND. John vi, 1-14.

1 ArrteEr these things Je'sus went over the sea of
Gal’i-lee, which 1s the sea of Ti-be'ri-as.

2 And a great multitude followed him, because they
saw his miracles which he did on them that were dis-
eased.

3 And Je'sus went up into a mountain, and there he
sat with his disciples.

4 And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.

5 When Je'sus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a
great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip,
Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat ?

6 And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew
whac he would do.

7 Phil'ip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of
bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them
may take a little.
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8 One of his disciples, An’drew, Si'mon Pe'ter’s
brother, saith unto him,

9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves,
and two small fishes: but what are they among so
many ?

10 And Je'sus said, Make the men sit down. Now
there was much grass in the place. So the men sat
down, in number about five thousand.

11 And Je'sus took the loaves; and when he had
given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the
disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of
the fishes as much as they would. ,

12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples,
Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be
lost.

13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled
twelve baskets with'the fragments of the five barley
loaves, which remained over and above unto them that
had eaten.

14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle
that Je'sus did, said, This is of a truth that Prophet that
should come into the world.

APRIL 20,

WALKING ON THE SEA. Mark vi, 45-56.

45 Anp straightway he constrained his disciples to
get into the ship, and to go to the other side before
unto Beth-sai’da, while he sent away the people.

46 And when he had sent them away, he departed
into a mountain to pray.

4% And when even was come, the ship was in the
midst of the sea, and he alone on the land.

48 And he saw them toiling in rowing ; for the wind
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was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch
of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea,
and would have passed by them.

49 But when they saw him walking upon the sea,
they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out:

50 For they all saw him, and were troubled. And
immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them,
Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid.

51 And he went up unto them into the ship ; and the
wind ceased : and they were sore amazed in themselves
beyond measure, and wondered.

52 For they considered not the miracle of the loaves;
for their heart was hardened.

53 And when they had passed over, they came into
the land of Gen-nes'a-ret, and drew to the shore.

54 And when they were come out of the ship, straight-
way they knew him,-

55 And ran through that whole region round about,
and began to carry about in beds those that were sick,
where they heard he was.

56 And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or
citles, or country, they laid the sick in the streets, and
besouorht him that. they might touch if it were but the
border of his garment : and as many as touched him
were made whole.

APRIL 30.
THE BREAD OF LIFE. John vi, 25-37.

25 Axp when they had found him on the other side
of the sea, they said unto him, Rab’bi, when camest
thou hither ?

26 Je'sus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I
say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the mir-



138 SCORIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

acles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were
filled.

27 Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for
that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which
the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God
the Father sealed.

28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that
we might work the works of God ?

29 Je'sus answered and said unto them, This 1s the
work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath
sent.

30 They said therefore unto him, What sign show-
est thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what
dost thou work ?

31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is
written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.

32 Then Je'sus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Mo'ses gave you not that bread from heaven;
but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.

33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down
from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.

34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us
this bread.

35 And Je'sus said unto them, I am the bread of life :
he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he
that believeth on me shall never thirst.

36 But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me,
and believe not. |

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me;
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.
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MAY 1.
Gop’s CALL TO JosHUA. Josh. i, 1-9.

1 Now after the death of Mo’ses the servant of the
Lorp, it came to pass, that the Lorp spake unto Josh'-
u-a the son of Nun, Mo'ses’ minister, saying,

2 Mo'ses my servant is dead; now therefore arise,
go over this Jor'dan, thou, and all this people, unto the
Jand which I do give to them, even to the children of
Is'ra-el.

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread
upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Mo’ses.

4 From the wilderness and this Leb'a-non even unto
the great river, the river En-phra'tes, all the land of the
Hit'tites, and unto the great sea toward the going down
of the sun, shall be your coast.

5 There shall not any man be able to stand before
thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Mo'ses, so 1
will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake ‘thec.

6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this
people shalt thou divide For an mhelltance the land,
W hlch I sware unto their fathers to give them.

7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that
thou mayest observe to do according to all the lav,
which Mo’ses my servant commanded thee: turn not
from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou may-
est prosper whithersoever thou goest.

8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy
mouth ; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night,
that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
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9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of
a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dis-
mayed : for the Lorp thy God 1s with thee whitherso-
ever thou goest.

MAY 2.

CROSSING THE JORDAN. Josh. iii, 5-17.

5 Axp Josh'u-a said unto the people, Sanctify your-

selves : for to-morrow the Lorp will do wonders among
ou.

Y 6 And Josh'u-a spake unto the priests, saying, Take

up the ark of the covenant, and pass over before the

people. And they took up the ark of the covenant,

and went before the people.

7 And the Lorp said unto Josh'u-a, This day will I
begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Isra. el, that
they may know that, as I wag with Mo’ ses, so I will be
with thee.

8 And thou shalt command the priests that bear the
ark of the covenant, saying, When ye are come to the
brink of the water of J or'dan, ye shall stand still in
Jor'dan.

9 And Josh'v-a said unto the children of Is'ra-el,
Come hither, and hear the words of the Lorp your God.

10 And Josh'u-a said, Hereby ye shall know that the
living God is among you, and that he will without fail
drive out from before you the Camaan-ites, and the
Hi'vites, and the Per'iz-zites, and the Gir'ga-shites, and
the Am’o-rites, and the Jeb'u-sites.

11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of
all the earth passeth over before you into Jo1r'dan.

12 Now therefore take you twelve men out of the
tribes of Is'ra-el, out of every tribe a man.

13 And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of
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the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the Loxp,
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of
Jor’'dan, that the waters of Jor'dan shall be cut off from
the waters that come down from above; and they shall
stand upon a heap.

14 And it came to pass, when the people removed
from their tents, to pass over Jor'dan, and the priests
bearing the ark of the covenant before the people;

15 And as they that bare the ark were comwe unto
Jor'dan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark
were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jor’dan over-
floweth all his banks all the time of harvest,)

16 That the waters which came down from above
stood and rose up upon a heap very far from the city
Ad’am, that is beside Zar'e-tan; and those that came
down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea,
failed, and were cut-off: and the people passed over
right against Jer'i-cho.

17 And the priests that bare the arkof the covenant
of the Lorp stood firm on dry ground in the midst of
Jor’dan, and all the Isra-elites passed over on dry
ground, until all the people were passed clean over
Jor'dan.

MAY 3.

THE MEMORIAL STONES. Josh. iv, 4-14.

4 Tuexy Josh'u-a called the twelve men, whom he
had prepared of the children of Is'ra-el, out of every
tribe a man:

5 And Josh'u-a said unto them, Pass over before the
ark of the Lorp your God into the midst of Jor'dan,
and take you up every man of you a stone upon his
shoulder, according unto the number of the tribes of

the children of Is'ra-el:
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6 That this may be a sign among you, that when
your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying,
What mean ye by these stones?

7 Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of
Jor'dan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of
the Lorp; when it passed over Jor'dan, the waters of
Jor'dan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a
memorial unto the children of Isra-el forever.

8 And the children of Is'ra-el did so as Josh'u-a com-
manded, and took up twelve stones out of the midst of
Jor'dan, as the Lorp spake unto Josh'u-a, according to
the number of the tribes of the children of Is'ra-el, and
carried them over with them unto the place where they
lodged, and laid them down there.

9 And Josh'u-a set up twelve stones in the midst of
Jor'dan, in the place where the feet of the priests which
bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there
unto this day.

10 For the priests which bare the ark stood in the
midst of Jor'dan, until every thing was finished that
the Lorp commanded Josh'u-a to speak unto the peo-
ple, according to all that Mo'ses commanded Josh'u-a:
and the people hasted and passed over.

11 And it came to pass, when all the people were
clean passed over, that the ark of the Lorp passed
over, and the priests, in the presence of the people.

12 And the children of Reu'ben, and the children of
Gad, and half the tribe of Ma-nas'seh, passed over armed
before the children of Is'ra-el, as Mo'ses spake unto
them :

13 About forty thousand prepared for war passed
over before the Lorp unto battle to the plains of Jer’i-
cho.

14 On that day the Lorp magnified Josh'u-a in the
sight of all Isra-el; and they feared him, as they feared
Mo'ses, all the days of his life.
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MAY 4.

I LovE THE LoRD. Psa. cxvi.

1 I rovE the Lorp, because he hath heard my voice
and my supplications.

2 Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, there-
fore will I call upon him as long as I live.

8 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains
of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow.

4 Then called I upon the name of the Lorp; O Lorbp,
I beseech thee, deliver my soul.

5 Gracious is the Lorp, and righteous ; yea, our God
1s merciful.

6 The Lorp preserveth the simple: I was brought
low, and he helped me.

7 Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the Lorp
hath dealt bountifully with thee.

8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine
eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.

9 T will walk before the Lorp in the land of the liv-
ing.

10 I believed, therefore haveI spoken : I was greatly
afflicted :

11 I said in my haste, All men are liars.

12 What shall I render unto the Lorp for all his
benefits toward me ?

13 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the
name of the Lorp.

14 T will pay my vows unto the Lorp now in the
presence of all his people.

15 Precious in the sight of the Lorp is the death of
liis saints.

16 O Lorp, truly I am thy servant; I am thy serv-
ant, and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed

my "bonds,
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17 I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and will call upon the name of the Lorp.

18 I will pay my vows unto the Lorp now in the
presence of all his people,

19 In the courts of the Lorp’s house, in the midst of
thee, O Jeru'saslem. Praise ye the Lorp.

MAY 5.

THE CAPTAIN OF THE Lorp’sS HosT. Josh. v, 10-vi, 5.

10 Axp the children of Is'ra-el encamped in Gil'gal,
and kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the
month at even in the plains of Jer'i-cho.

11 And they did eat of the old corn of the land on
the morrow after the passover, unleavened cakes, and
parched corn in the self-same day. <

12 And the manna ceased on the morrow after the)}’
had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the
children of Is'ra-el manna any more ; but they did eat
of the fruit of the land of Ca'naan that year.

13 And it came to pass, when Josh'u-a was by Jer'i-
cho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold,
there stood a man over against him with his sword
drawn in his hand : and Josh'u-a went unto him, and
said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries ?

14 And he said, Nay ; bat as captain of the host of
the Lorp am I now come. And Josh'u-a fell on his
face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him,
‘What saith my lord unto his servant ?

15 And the captain of the Lorp’s host said unto
Josh'u-a, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place
whereon thou standest is holy. And J osh'u-a did so.

1 Now Jeri-cho was straitly shut up because of the
children of Is'ra-el: none went out and none came in.
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9 And the Lorp said unto Josh'u-a, See, I have
given into thine hand Jer'i-cho, and the king thereof,
and the mighty men of valor.

3 And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war,
and go round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do
six days.

4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven
trumpets of rams’ horns: and the seventh day ye shall
compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow
with the trumpets.

5 And it shall come to pass, that when they make
a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when ye hear
the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout
with a great shout ; and the wall of the city shall fall
down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man
straight before him.

MAY O6.
THE FALL OF JERICHO. Josh. vi, 15-27.

15 Axp it came to pass on the seventh day, that
they rose early about the dawning of the day, and com-
passed the city after the same manner seven times:
only on that day they compassed the city seven times.

16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when
the priests blew with the trumpets, Josh'u-a said unto
the people, Shout ; for the Lorp hath given you the city.

17 And the city shall be accursed, even 1t, and all
that are therein, to the Lorp: only Ra’hab the harlot
shall live, she and all that are with her in the house,
because she hid the messengers that we sent.

18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the
accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when
ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of
Is'ra-el a curse, and trouble it. )
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19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass,
and iron, are consecrated unto the Lorp: they shall
come into the treasury of the Lorp.

20 So the people shouted when the priests blew
“with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the peo-
ple heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people
shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down
flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man
straight before him, and they took the city.

21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the
city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and
sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.

22 But Josh'u-a had said unto the two men that had
spied out the country, Go into the harlot’s house, and
bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath, as
ye sware unto her.

23 And the young men that were spies went in, and
brought out Ra'hab, and her father, and her mother,
and her brethren, and all that she had ; and they brought
out all her kmdred and left them without the camp of
Is'ra-el.

24 And they burnt the city with fire, and all that
was therein: only the silver, and the gold and the ves-
sels of brass and of iron, the) put into the treasury of
the house of the Lorp.

25 And Josh’u-a saved Ra’hab the harlot alive, and
her father’s household, and all that she had; and she
dwelleth in Is'ra-el even unto this day; because she hid
the messengers, which Josh'u-a sent to spy out Jer'i-cho.

26 And Josh'u-a adjured them at that time, saying,
Cursed be the man before the Lorp, that riseth up
and buildeth this city Jer'i-cho: he shall lay the foun-
dation thereof in his first-born, and in his youngest son
shall he set up the gates of it.

27 So the Lorp was with Josh'u-a; and his fame
was noised throughout all the country.
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MAY 7.

THE TRESPASS OF ACHAN. Josh. vii, 1-12.

1 Bor the children of Is'ra-el committed a tr espass
in the accursed thing: for A’chan, the son of Car'mi,
the son of Zab'di, the son of Zelah of the tribe of
Ju'dah, took of the accursed thing. and the anger of
the LORD was kindled against the children of Is’ m—e]

2 And Josh'u-a sent men from Jeri-cho to A’i, which
is beside Beth-a’ven, on the east side of Beth’el, and
spake unto them, saying, Go up and view the country.
And the men went up and viewed A’

8 And they returned to Josh’u-a, and said unto him,
Let not all the people go up; but let about two or
three thousand men go up and smite A’i; and make not
all the people to labm thither ; for they are but few.

4 So there went up thither of the people about three
thousand men; and they fled before the men of AL

5 And the men of A’t smote of them about thirty
and six men: for they chased them from before the
gate even unto Sheb’a-rim, and smote them in the going
down : wherefore the heal ts of the people melted, and
became as water.

6 And Josh'u-a rent his clothes, and fell to the earth
upon his face before the ark of the Lorpuntil the even-
tide, he and the elders of Is'ra-el, and put dust upon
their heads. ,

7 And Josh'u-a said, Alas, O Lord Gon, wherefore
hast thou at all brought this people over Jor-dan, to
deliver us into the hands of the Am’o-rites, to deqtloy
us ? would to God we had been content and dwelt on
the other side Jor'dan!

8 O Lord, what shall I say, when Isra-el turneth
their backs before their enemies !

9 For the Ca’naan-ites and all the inhabitants of the
11
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land shall hear of it, and shall environ us round, and
cut off our name from the earth: and what wilt thou
do unto thy great name ?

10 And the Lorp said unto Josh'u-a, Get thee up;
wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?

11 Is'ra-el hath sinned, and they have also trans-
gressed my covenant which I commanded them : for they
have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also
stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even
among their own stuff.

12 Therefore the children of Is'ra-el could not stand
before their enemies, but turned their backs before
their enemies, because they were accursed : neither will.
I be with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed
from among you.

MAY 8&.
THE PUNISHMENT OF ACHAN. Josh. vii, 16-26. ’

16 So Josh'u-a rose up early in the morning, and
brought Isra-el by their tribes; and the tribe of Ju'dah
was taken :

17 And he brought the family of Ju'dah; and he
took the family of “the Zar'hites : and he blOllO‘ht the
family of the Zar’hites man by man; and Zab'di was
taken :

18 And he brought his household man by man;
and A’chan, the son of Car'mi, the son of Zab'di, the son
of Ze'rah, of the tribe of Ju'dah, was taken.

19 And Josh'ua said unto A’chan My son, give, 1
pray thee, glory to the Lorp God of Ts'ra- el, and make
confession unto him ; and tell me now what thou hast
done; hide 1t not fr om me.

20  And A'chan answered J osh’u-a, and said, Indeed
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I have sinned against the Lorp God of Is'ra-el, and thus
and thus have 1 done:

21 When I saw among the spoils a goodly Bab-y-
lo'nish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted
them, and took them ; and, behold, they are hid in the
earth in the midst of my teunt, and the silver under it.

22 So Josh'u-a sent messengers, and they ran unto
the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and the
silver under it.

23 And they took them out of the midst of the tent,
and brought them unto Josh'u-a, and unto all the chil-
dren of Is'ra-el, and laid them out before the Lorp.

24 And Josh'u-a, and all Israel with him, took
A’chan the son of Ze'rah, and the silver, and the gar-
ment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his
daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep,
and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought
them unto the valley of A’chor.

25 And Josh'v-a said, Why hast thou troubled us ?
the Lorp shall trouble thee this day. And all Is'ra-el
stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after
they had stoned them with stones.

26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones
unto this day. So the Lorp turned from the fierceness
of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was
called. The valley of A’chor, unto this day.

MAY O,

PrAISE YE THE LORD. Psa. cxii.

1 Prase ye the Lorp. Blessed is the man that
feareth the Lorp, that delighteth greatly in his com-
mandments.
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2 His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the genera-
tion of the upright shall be blessed.

8 Wealth and riches shall be in his house: and his
righteousness endureth forever.

4 Unto the upright there ariseth light in the dark-
ness: he is gracious, and full of compassion, and right-
eous,

5 A good man showeth favor, and lendeth: he will
guide his affairs with discretion.

6 Surely he shall not be moved forever: the right-
eous shall be in everlasting remembrance.

7 He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is
fixed, trusting in the Loxp.

8 His heart is established, he shall not be afrald
until he see his desire upon his enemies. _ °

9 He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his
righteousness endureth forever; his horn shall be ex-
alted with honor.

10 The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall
gnash with his teeth, and melt away: the desire of the
wicked shall perish.

MAY 10.

READING THE LAw. Josh. viii, 30-3b.

80 Tuex Josh'u-a built an altar unto the Lorp God
of Is'ra-el in Mount E'bal,

81 As Mo'ses the servant of the Lorp commanded
the children of Is'ra-el, as it is written in the book of
the law of Mo'ses, an altar of whole stones, over which
no man hath lifted up any iron: and they offered there-
on burnt-offerings unto the Lorp, and sacrificed peace-
offerings.

32 And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of
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the law of Mo'ses, which he wrote in the presence of
the children of Is'ra-el.

33 And all Is'ra-el, and their elders, and officers, and
their judges, stood on this side the ark and on that side
before the priests the Le'vites, which bare the ark of
the covenant of the Lorp, as well the stranger, as he
that was born among them ; half of them over qgamat
Mount Ger'i-zim, and half of them over against Mount
E'bal; as Mo'ses the servant of the Lorp had com-
manded before, that they should bless the people of
Is'ra-el.

84 And afterward he read all the words of the law,
the blessings and cursings, according to all that is writ-
ten in the book of the law.

35 There was not a word of all that Mo'ses com-
manded, which Josh'u-a read not before all the congre-
gation of Is'ra-el, with the women, and the little ones,
and the strangers that were conversant among them.

MAY 11.
CALEB'S INHERITANCE. Josh. xiv, 6-14.

6 Tuex the children of Ju'dah came unto Josh'u-a
.1n Gil'gal: and Ca’leb the son of Je-phun’neh the Ken’-
e-zite said unto him, Thou knowest the thing that the
Lorp said unto Mo’ses the man of God concerning me
and thee 1n Ka'desh—bar'ne-a.

7 Forty years old was I when Mo’ses the servant
of the Lorp sent me from Ka'desh—bar'ne-a to espy
out the land; and I brought him word again as it was
in mine heart.

8 Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me
made the heart of the people melt: but I wholly fol-
lowed the Lorp my God.
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9 And Mo'ses sware on that day, saying, Surely the
land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thme n-
heritance, and thy children’s forever, because thou hast
wholly followed the Lorp my God.

10 And now, behold, the Lorp hath kept me alive,
as he said, these fo1ty and five years, even since the
Lorp spake this word unto Mo'ses, while the children
of Is'ra-el wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I
am this day fourscore and five years old.

11 As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the
day that Mo’ses sent me : as my strength was then, even
so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to
come in.

12 Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof
the Lorp spake in that day; for thou heardest in that
day how the An’a-kim were there, and that the cities
were great and fenced : if so be the Lorp will be with
me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the Lorp
said.

13 And Josh'u-a blessed him, and gave unto Ca'leb
the son of Je-phun'neh He'bron for an inheritance.

14 He'bron therefore became the inheritance of Ca/-
leb the son of Je-phun'neh the Ken'e-zite unto this day,
because that he Wholly followed the Lorp God of Isra-el.

MAY 12.

THE ALTAR OF WITNESS. Josh. xxii, 1-10.

1 Tuexn Josh’'u-a called the Reu’ben-tes, and the
Gad'ites, and the half tribe of Ma-nas’seh,

2 And said unto them, Ye have kept all that Mo'ses
the servant of the Lorp commanded you, and have
obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you:

8 Ye have not left your brethren these many days
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unto this day, but have kept the charge of the com-
mandment of the Lorp your God.

4 And now the Lorp your God hath given rest unto
your brethren, as he promised them: therefore now re-
turn ye, and get you unto your tents, and unto "the
land of your possession, which Mo'ses the servant of the
Lorp gave you on the other side Jor’'dan.

5 But take diligent heed to do the commandment
and the law, which Mo'ses the servant of the Lorp
charged you, to love the Lorp your God, and to walk
in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and to
cleave unto him, and to serve him with all your heart
and with all your soul.

6 So Josh'u-a blessed them, and sent them away:
and they went unto their tents.

7 Now to the one half of the tribe of Ma-nas’seh
Mo’ses had given possession in Ba'shan : but unto the
other half thereof gave Josh'u-a among their brethren on
this side Jor'dan westward. And when Josh'u-a sent
them away also unto their tents, then he blessed them,

8 And he spake unto them, saying, Return with
much riches unto your tents, and with very much
cattle, with silver, and with gold, and with brass, and
with iron, and with very much raiment: divide the
spoil of your enemies with your brethren.

9 And the children of Reu'ben and the children of
Gad and the half tribe of Ma-nas'seh returned, and
departed from the children of Isra-el out of Shi'loh,
which 1s in the land of Ca’naan, to go unto the country
of Gil'e-ad, to the land of their possession, whereof
they were possessed, according to the word of the Lonp
by the hand of Mo'ses.

10 And when they came unto the borders of Jor'dan,
that are in the land of Ca'naan, the children of Reu'ben
and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Ma-nas’seh
built there an altar by Joi’dan, a great altar to see to.
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MAY 13.
JOSHUA’S COVENANT. Josh. xxiv, 14-25.

14 Now therefore fear the Lorp, and serve him in
sincerity and in truth; and put away the gods which
your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and
in E'gypt; and serve ye the Lorp..

15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lorp,
choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the

ods which your fathers served that were on the other
side of the flood, or the gods of the Am’o-rites, in whose
land ye dwell: ‘but as for me and my house we will
serve the Lorp.

16 And the people answered and said, God forbid
that we should forsake the Lorp, to serve ‘other gods;

17 For the Lorp our God, he it is that brought us
up and our fathers out of the land of E‘gypt, from the
house of bondage, and which did those great signs in
our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we
went, “and among all the people through whom we
passed

18 And the Lorp drave out from before us all the
people, even the Am’o-rites which dwelt in the land :
therefore will we also serve the Lorp; for he is our
God.

19 And Josh'u-a said unto the people, Ye cannot
serve the Lorp : for he is a holy God ; he is a jealous
God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your
sins.

%0 If ye forsake the Loxrp, and serve strange gods,
then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you,
after that he hath done you good.

21 And the people said unto Josh'u-a, Nay; but we
will serve the Lorp.

22 And Josh'u-a said unto the people, Ye are wit-
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nesses against yourselves that ye have chosen you the
Lorp, to serve him. And they said, We are witnesses.

23 Now therefore put away, said he, the strange
gods which are among you, and incline your heart unto
the Lorp God of Is'ra-el.

24 And the people said unto Josh'u-a, The Lorp
our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey.

25 So Josh'u-a made a covenant with the people that
day, and set them a statute and an ordinance in She”
chem.

MAY 14.
WE HAVE HEARD. Psa. xliv, 1-8.

1 Wz have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers
have told us, what work thou didst in their days, in
the times of old.

2 How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy
hand, and plantedst them; how thou didst afflict the
people, and cast them out.

8 For they got not the land in possession by their
own sword, neither did their own arm save them: but
thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy
countenance, because thou hadst a favor unto them.

4 Thou art my King, O God: command deliverances
for Ja’cob.

5 Through thee will we push down our enemies:
through thy name will we tread them under that rise up
against us.

6 For I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my
sword save me.

7 But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and hast
put them to shame that hated us.

8 In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy
name forever.
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MAY 15.
ISRAEL FORSAKING Gop. Judg. ii, 6-16.
6 AxDp when Josh’u-a had let the people go, the chil-

dren of Is'ra-el went every man unto his inheritance to
possess the land.

7 And the people served the Lorp all the days of
Josh’u-a, and all the days of the elders that outlived
Josh'u-a, who had seen all the great works of the Lorbp,
that he did in Is'ra-el.

8 And Josh'u-a the son of Nun, the servant of the
Lorp, died, being a hundred and ten years old.

9 And they buried bim in the border of his inherit-
ance in Tim'nath—he’res, in the mount of E'phra-im, on
the north side of the hill Ga'ash.

10 And also all that generation were gathered unto
their fathers: and there arose another generation after
them, which knew not the Lorp, nor yet the works which
Lie had done for IsTa-el.

11 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight
of the Lorp, and served Ba’alim:

12 And they forsook the Lorp God of their fathers,
which brought them out of the land of E'gypt, and fol-
lowed other gods, of the gods of the people that were
round about them, and bowed themselves unto them,
and provoked the Lorp to anger.

13 And they forsook the Lorp, and served Ba'al and
Ash'ta-roth.

14 And the anger of the Lorp was hot against Is'ra-el,
and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that
spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their
enemies round about, so that they could not any longer
stand before their enemies.

15 Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the
Lorp was against them for evil, as the Lorp had said,
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and as the Lorp had sworn unto them: and they were
greatly distressed.

16 Nevertheless the Lorp raised up judges, which
delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled
them.

MAY 16.
THE CALL OF GIDEON. Judg. vi, 7-16.

7 Axp it came to pass, when the children of Is'ra-el
cried unto the Lorp because of the Mid1-an-ites,

8 That the Lorp sent a prophet unto the children of
Is'ra-el, which said unto them, Thus saith the Lorp God
of Is'r a-el I brought you up from E’gypt, and brought
you forth out of the house of bondage ;

9 And I delivered you out of the Tand of the E-gyp'-
tians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and
drave them out from before you, and gave you their
land ;

10  And I said unto you, I am the Lorp your God
fear not the gods of the Am’'orites, in whose land ye
dwell: but ye have not obeyed my voice.

11 And there came an angel of the Lorp, and sat
under an oak which was in Oph'rah, that pertamed unto
Jo’ash the Abi—ez'rite: and his son Gid’e-on threshed
wheat by the wine-press, to hide it from the Mid'i-an-ites.

12 And the angel of the Lorp appeared unto him,
and said unto him, The Lorp is with thee, thou mighty
man of valor.

13 And Gid’e-on said unto him, O my Lord, if the
Lorp be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and
where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of|

saying, Did not the Lorp bring us up from E'gypt ? but
now the Lorp hath forsaken us, and deliver ed us into
the hands of the Mid'i-an-ites.

14 And the Lorp looked upon him, and said, Go in
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this thy might, and thou shalt save Is'ra-el from the hand
of the Mid'i-an-ites: have not I sent thee?

15 And he said unto him, O my Lord, wherewith
shall I save Is'ra-el? behold, my family is poor in Ma-
nas’seh, and I am the least in my father’s house.

16 And the Lorp said unto him, Surely I will be
with thee, and thou shalt smite the Mid'i-an-ites as one
man,

MAY 17.

GIDEON’S TEST. Judg. vi, 34-40.

84 Bur the Spirit of the Lorp came upon Gid'e-on,
and he blew a trumpet; and Ab'i-e'zer was gathered
after him,

85 And he sent messengers throughout all Ma-nas'-
seh ; who also was gathered after him: and he sent mes-
sengers unto Ash'er, and unto Zeb'ulun, and unto
Naph'tali; and they came up to meet them.

36 And Gid’e-on said unto God, If thou wilt save Is'-
ra-el by mine hand, as thou hast said,

37 Behold, I will puta fleece of wool in the floor ; and
if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all
the earth besides, then shall I know that thou wilt save
Is'ra-el by mine hand as thou hast said.

38 And it was so: for he rose up early on the mor-
row, and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the
dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water.

39 And Gid’e-on said unto God, Let not thine anger
be hot against me, and I will speak but this once: let
me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece;
let it now be dry ouly upon the fleece, and upon all the
ground let there be dew.

40 And God did so that night: for it was dry upon
the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground.
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MAY 18.

GIDEON'S ARMY. Judg. vii, 9-22.

9 AxD it came to pass the same night, that the Lorp
said unto him, Avise, get thee down unto the host; for
I have delivered it into thine hand.

10 But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phu’-
rah thy servant down to the host:

11 And thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward
sha]l thine hands be strengthened to go down unto the
host. Then went he down with Phu'rah his servant
unto the outside of the armed men that were in the host.

12 And the Midi-an-ites and the Am’alek-tes and
all the children of the east lay along in the valley like
grasshoppers for multitude ; and their camels were with-
out number, as the sand by the sea-side for multitude.

18 And when Gid’e-on was come, behold, there was
a man that told a dream unto his fe]low, and said, Be-
hold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread
tumbled into the host of Mid'1-an, and came unto a tent,
and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent
lay along.

14 And his fellow answered and ‘ud This is nothing
else, save the sword of Gid'e-on the son of Jo' ash, a man
of Tsra-el: for into his hand hath God delivered Mid'-
i-an, and all the host.

15 And it was so, when Gid’e-on heard the telling of
the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he wor-
shiped, and returned into the host of Is'ra-el, and said,
Arise; for the Lorp hath delivered into your hand the
host of Mid'i-an.

16 And he divided the three hundred men into three
companies, and he put a trumpet in every man’s hand,
with empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers.

17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do like-
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wise : and, behold, when I come to the outside of the
camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do.

18 When I blow with'a trumpet, I and all that are
with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side
of all the camp, and say, The sword of the Lorp, and of
Gid’e-on.

19 So Gid’e-on, and the hundred men that were with
him, came unto the outside of the camp in the begin-
ning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set
the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake the

itchers that were in their hands.

20 And the three companies blew the trumpets, and
brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left
hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow
withal: and they cried, The sword of the Lorp, and of
Gid’e-on. , ‘

21 And they stood every man in his place round
about the camp : and all the host ran, and cried, and fled.

22 And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and
the Lorp set every man’s sword against his fellow, even
throughout all the host: and the host fled to Beth-
shit'tah in Ze-re'rath, and to the border of A'bel-me-
ho'lah, unto Tab’bath.

MAY 109.

TRULY MY SouL WAITETH. Psa. lxii.

1 TrurLy my soul waiteth upon God: from him com-
eth my salvation.

2 He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my
defense ; I shall not be greatly moved.

3 How long will ye imagine mischief against a man ?
ye shall be slain all of you: as a bowing wall shall ye
be, and as a tottering fence.

4 They only consult to cast him down from his
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excellency : they delight in lies: they bless with their
mouth but they curse inwardly.

M) soul, wait thou only upon God ; for my expec-
mtlon is from him,

6 He only i1s my rock and my salvation: he is my
defense; I shall not be moved.

7 In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of
my strength, and my refuge, is in God.

8 Trust in him af all tlmes ye people, pour out your
heart before him: God is a lefurre for us.

9 Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of
high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, they are
.lltocrethel lighter than vanity.

10 Trust not in oppr ession, and become not vain in
robbery : if riches increase, set not your heart upon
them.

11 God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this;
that power belongeth unto God.

12 Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for
thou renderest to every man according to his work.

MAY 20.

THE DEATH OF SAMSON. Judg. xvi, 21-31.

21 Bur the Phil-is'tines took him, and put out his
eyes, and brought him down to Ga'za, and bound him
with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison
house.

22 TTowbett the hair of his head began to grow again
after he was shaven.

23 Then the lords of the Phil-is'tines gathered them
together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Da’gon their
god and to rejoice : for they said, Our god hath deliv-
ered Sam’son our enemy into our hand.
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24 And when the people saw him, they praised their
god : for they said, Our god hath delivered into our
hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country,
which slew many of us.

25 And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry,
that they said, Call for Sam'’son, that he may make us
sport. And they called for Sam’son out of the prison
house; and he made them sport: and they set him be-
tween the pillars.

26 And Sam'son said unto the lad that held him by
the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars where-
upon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them.

27 Now the house was full of men and women ; and
all the lords of the Phil-is'tines were there; and there
were upon the roof about three thousand men and
women, that beheld while Sam'son made sport.

28 And Sam’son called unto the Lorp, and said, O
Lord Gob, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen
me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be
at once avenged of the Phil-is'tines for my two eyes.

29 And Sam'son took hold of the two middle pillars
upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne
up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other
with his left.

30 And Sam’son said, Let me die with the Phil-is'-
tines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and
the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people
that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his
death were more than they which he slew in his life.

31 Then his brethren and all the house of his father
came down, and took him, and brought him up, and
buried him between Zo'rah and Esh'ta-ol in the burying-
place of Mano'ah his father. And he judged Is'ra-el

twenty years.
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MAY 21.

NaoMI AND RUTH. Ruth i, 14-22.

14 Axp they lifted up their voice, and wept again:
and Or'pah kissed her motherin-Jaw; but Ruth clave
unto her.

15 And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone
back unto her people, and unto her gods: return thou
after thy sister-in-law.

16 And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or
to return from following after thee: for whither thou
goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge:
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my
God :

17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will 1T be
buried : the Lorp do so to me, and more also, if aught
but death part thee and me.

18 When she saw that she was steadfastly minded to
go with her, then she left speaking unto her.

19 So they two went until they came to Beth’le-hem.
And it came to pass, when they were come to Beth'le-
hem, that all the city was moved about them, and they
said, Is this Na-o'mi ?

20 And sbe said unto them, Call me not Na-o'mj,
call me Ma'ra: for the Almighty hath dealt very bit-
terly with me.

21 I went out full, and the Lorp hath brought me
home again empty: why then call ye me Na-o'mi, see-
ing the Lorp hath testified against me, and the Al
mighty hath afflicted me ?

22 So Na-o'mi returned, and Ruth the Mo’ab-i-tess,
her daughter-in-law, with her, which returned out of
the country of Mo’ab: and they came to Beth’le-hem
in the beginning of barley harvest

12
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MAY 22.
RurH IN THE F1ELD. Ruth ii, 1-12.

1 Axp Nao'mi had a kinsman of her husband’s, a
mighty man of wealth, of the family of X-lim'e-lech ;
and his name was Bo'az.

2 And Ruth the Mo'ab-i-tess said unto Na-o'mi, Let
me now go to the field, and glean ears of corp after
him in whose sight I shall find grace. And she said
unto her, Go, my daughter.

3 And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field
after the reapers: ‘and her hap was to light on a part
of thefield be]ongmg unto Bo’az, who was of the kindred
of E-lim’e-lech.

4 And, behold, Bo'az came from Beth'le- bem and
said unto the reapers, The Loxrp .be with you. And
they answered him, The Lorp bless thee.

5 Then said Bo'az unto his servant that was set over
the reapers, Whose damsel is this?

6 And the servant that was set over the reapers an-
swered and said, It is the Mo’ab-i-tish damsel that came
back with Na-o'mi out of the country of Mo'ab:

7 And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather
after the reapers among the sheaves: so she came, and
hath continued even from the morning until now, that
she tarried a little in the house.

8 Then said Bo’az unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my
daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go
from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens:

9 Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap,
and go thou after them: have I not charged the young
men that they shall not touch thee? and “when thou art
athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of that which
the young men have drawn.

10 Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to
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the ground, and said unto him, Why have I found
grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge
of me, seeing I am a stranger?

11 And Bo'az answered and said unto her, It hath
fully been showed me, all that thou hast done unto thy
mother-in-law since the death of thine husband; and
how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the
land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which
thou knewest not heretofore.

12 The Lorp recompense thy work, and a full re-
ward be given thee of the Lorp God of Isra-el, under
whose wings thou art come to trust.

MAY 23.

HANNAH'S PRAYER. 1 Sam. i, 9-17.

9 So Han'nah rose up after they had eaten in"Shi'loh,
and after they had drunk. -Now Elithe priest sat upon
a seat by a post of the temple of the Lorb.

10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed
unto the Lorp, and wept sore.

11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lorbp of hosts,
if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine hand-
maid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid,
but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child; then I
will give him unto the Lorp all the days of his life,
and there shall no razor come upon his head.

12 And it came to pass, as she continued praying
before the Lorp, that X'li marked her mouth.

13 Now Han'nah, she spake in her heart; only her
lips moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore I¥1i
thought she had been drunken.

14 And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be
drunken? put away thy wine from thee.
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15 And Han'mah answered and said, No, my lord, I
am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk nei-
ther wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my
soul before the Lorp.

16 Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Be'-
li-al : for out of the abundance of my complaint and
grief have I spoken hitherto.

17 Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace: and
the God of Is'ra-el grant thee thy petition that thou
hast asked of him.

MAY 24,
THE CHILD SAMUEL. 1 Sam. i, 20-28.

20 WHEREFORE it ‘came to pass, when the time was
come about after Han'nah had conceived, that she bare
a son, and called his name Sam’u-el, saying, Because I
have asked him of the Loro.

21 And the man El'’ka-nah, and all his house, went
up to offer unto the Lorp the yearly sacrifice, and his
VOW.

22 But Han'nah went not up; for she said unto her
husband, I will not go up until the child be weaned,
and then I will bring him, that he may appear before
the Lorp, and there “abide forever.

93 And El'kanah her husband said unto her, Do
what seemeth thee good ; tarry until thou have weaned
him; only the Lorp establish his word. So the wom-
an abode and gave her son suck until she weaned him.

94 And when she had weaned him, she took him up
with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour,
and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house
of the Lorp in Shiloh: and the child was young.

25 And they slew a bullock, and brought the child
to E'l.
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26 And she said, O my lord, as thy soul liveth, my
lord, T am the woman that stood by thee here, praying
unto the Lor.

27 For this child I prayed; and the Lorp hath
given me my petition which I asked of him:

28 Therefore also I have lent him to the Lorp; as
long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lorp. And
he worshiped the Lorp there.

MAY 25.

Gop’s CALL To SAMUEL. 1 Sam. iii, 1-18.

1 Axp the child Sam'u-el ministered unto the Lorp
before E'li. And the word of the Lorp was precious
in than days; there was no open vision.

2 And 1t came to pass at that time, when E1i was
laid down in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim,
that he could not see;

8 And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple
of the Lorp, where the ark of God was, and Sam'u-el
was Jaid down to sleep;

4 That the Lorp called Sam'u-el: and he answered,
Here am 1.

5 And he ran unto K, and said, Here am I; for
thou calledst me. And he said, I called not ; lie down
again. And he went and lay down.

6 And the Lorp called yet again, Sam'u-el: and
Sam'u-el arose and went to E'li, and sald Here am I;
for thou didst call me. And he answexed I called not
my son; lie down agaiun.

7 Now Sam’u-el did not yet know the Lorp, neither
was the word of the Lorp yet revealed unto him.

8 And the Lorp called Sam'u-el again -the third
time. And he rose and went to i and said, Here
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am I; forthou didst call me. And E’li perceived that
the Lorp had called the child.

9 Therefore E'li said unto Sam'u-el, Go, lie down:
and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say,
Speak, Lorp; for thy servant heareth. So Sam’u-el
went and lay down in his place.

10 And the Lorp came, and stood, and called as at
other times, Sam’u-el, Sam’u-el. Then Sam'u-el an-
swered, Speak ; for thy servant heareth.

11 And the Lorp said to Sam’u-el, Behold, I will do
a thing in Is'ra-el, at which both the ears of every one
that heareth it shall tingle.

12 In that day I will perform against E'l all things
which I have spoken concerning his house: when I be-
gin, I will also make an end.

13 For I have told him that I will judge his house
forever for the iniquity wkich he knoweth; because
his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them
not. :

14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of
E'li, that the iniquity of E'li’s house shall not be purged
with sacrifice nor offering forever.

15 And Sam'’u-el lay until the morning, and opened the

" doors of the house of the Lorp. And Sam’u-el feared

to show E'li the vision.

16 Then E1i called Sam’u-el, and said, Sam’u-el, my
son: and he answered, Here am L

17 And he said, What is the thing that the LORD
hath said unto thee? I pray thee hide it not from me:
God do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide any
thing from me of all the things that he said unto thee.

18 And Sam’u-el told him every whit, and hid noth-
ing from him. And he said, It is the Lorp: let him
do what seemeth him good.
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MAY 26.
THE DEATH OF ELI. 1 Sam.iv, 4-18.

4 So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might
bring from thence the ark of the covenant of the Loxp
of hosts, which dwelleth between the cherubim: and
the two sons of E'li; Hoph'ni and Phin’e-has, were there
with the ark of the covenant of God.

5 And when the ark of the covenant of the Lorp
came into the camp, all Is'ra-el shouted with a great
shout, so that the earth rang again.

6 And when the Phil-is'tines heard the noise of the
shout, they said, What meaneth the noise of this great
shout in the camp of the He'brews? And they under-
stood that the ark of the Lorp was come 1into the
camp. '

7 And the Philis'tines were afraid; for they said,
God is come into the camp. And they said, Woe unto
us ! for there hath not been such a thing heretofore.

8 Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the
hand of these mighty Gods? these are the Gods that
smote the E-gyp'tians with all the plagues in the wil-
derness.

9 Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye
Phil-is'tines, that ye be not servants unto the IHe'brews,
as they have been to you: quit yourselves like men,
and fight.

10 And the Philis'tines fought, and Is'ra-el was
smitten, and they fled every man into his tent: and
there was a very great slaughter; for there fell of Is-
ra-el thirty thousand footmen.

11 And the ark of God was taken; and the two
sons of E'li, Hoph'ni and Phin’e-has, were slain.

12 And there ran a man of Ben’ja-min out of the



170 SCRIPT'URE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

army, and came to Shi'loh the same day with his clothes
rent, and with earth upon his head.

13 And when he came, lo, E'li sat upon a seat by
the way-side watching: for his heart trembled for the
ark of God. And when the man came into the city,
and told it, all the city cried out.

14 And when E'li heard the noise of the crying, he
said, What meaneth the noise of this tumult? And
the man came in hastily, and told E'li.

15 Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his
eyes were dim, that he could not see.

16 And the man said unto E'li, I am he that came
out of the army, and I fled to-day out of the army.
And he said, What is there done, my son ¢ \

17 And the messenger answered and said, Isra-el is
fled before the Phil-is’tines, and there hath been also
a great slaughter among the people, and thy two sons
also, Hoph'ni and Phin’e-has, are dead, and the ark of
God 1s taken.

18 And it came to pass, when he made mention of
the ark of God, that he fell from off the seat backward
by the side of the gate, and his neck brake, and he
died : for he was an old man,and heavy. And he had
judged Is'ra-el forty years.

MAY 27.
I SA1ip, I WiLL TAKE HEED. Psa. xxxix.

1 I sam, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not
with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle,
while the wicked is before me.

2 I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even
from good ; and my sorrow was stirred.
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3 My heart was hot within me; while I was musing
the ﬁxe burned : then spake I with my tongue,

4 Lorp, make me to know mine end, and the measure
of my da)s what it 1s: that I may know how frail T am.

5 Behold, thou hast made my days as a handbreadth;
and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every
m.m at his best state is altonrethel vanity.

6 Surely every man walketh in a vain show: sur ely
they are disquieted in vain : he heapeth up riches, and
knoweth not who shall gather them.

7 And now, Lorp, what wait I for? my hope is in
thee.

8 Deliver me from all my transgressions: make me
not the reproach of the foolish.

9 I was dumb, I opened not my mouth ; because thou
didst it.

10 Remove thy stroke away from me: I am con-
sumed by the blow of thine hand.

11 When thou with rebukes dost correct man for in-
iquity, thou makest his beauty to consume away like a
moth : surely every man is vanity.

12 Hear my prayer, O Lorp, and give ear unto my
cry; hold not thy peace at my tears: for I am a stranger
with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were.

13 O spare me, that I may recover strength, before
I go hence, and be no more.

MAY 28.

SAMUEL THE JUDGE. 1 Sam. vii, 2-13.

2 Anp it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kir'-
Jath—.]e a-rim, that the time was long; for it was twenty
years: and all the house of Isa-el lamented after the
Lorp.
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3 And Sam'u-el spake unto all the house of Is'ra-el,
saying, If ye do return ‘unto the I:orp with all your
hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ash’ta-roth
from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the Lorp,
and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the
hand of the Phil-is'tines.

4 Then the children of Is'ra-el did put away Ba'al-im
and Ash’ta-roth, and served the Lorp only.

5 And Sam'u-el said, Gather all Is'ra-el to Miz'peh,
and I will pray for you unto the Lorp.

6 And they gathered together to Miz'peh, and drew
water, and poured it out before the Lorp, and fasted on
that day, and said there, We have sinned against the Lorp.
And Sam’u-el judged the children of Is'ra-el in Miz'peh.

7 And when the Philis'tines heard that the children
of Is'ra-el were gathered together to Miz'peh, the lords of
the Philis'tines went up against Israel. And when
the children of Is'ra-el heard it, they were afraid of the
Phil-is'tines.

8 And the children of Is'ra-el said to Sam’u-el, Cease
not to cry unto the Lorp our God for us, that he will
save us out of the hand of the Phil-is'tines.

9 And Sam'u-el took a sucking lamb, and offered it
for a burnt-offering wholly unto the Lorp: and Sam’
u-el cried unto the Lorp for Is'ra-el ; and the Lorp heard
him,

10 And as Sam'u-el was offering up the burnt-offer-
ing, the Phil-is'tines drew near to battle against Is'ra-el:
but the Lorp thundered with a great thunder on that
day upon the Philis'tines, and discomfited them ; and
they were smitten before Is'ra-el.

11 And the men of Is'ra-el went out of Miz'peh, and
pursued the Philis'tines, and smote them, until they
came under Beth'car.

12 Then Sam’u-el took a stone, and set it between
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Miz'peh and Shen, and called the name of it Eb-en-e'zer,
saying, Hitherto hath the Lorp helped us.

13 So the Philis'tines were subdued, and they came
no more into the coast of Is'ra-el: and the hand of the
Lorp was against the Philis'tines all the days of
Sam’u-el.

MAY 290,
ASKING FOR A KiING. 1 Sam. viii, 4-20.

4 Tuen all the elders of Is'ra-el gathered themselves
together, and came to Sam’u-el unto Ra'mah,

5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy
sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to
judge us like all the nations.

6 But the thing displeased Sam’u-el, when they said,
Give us a king to judge us. And Sam’u-el prayed unto
the Lorp.

7 And the Lorp said unto Sam’u-el, Hearken unto
the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee:
for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected
me, that I should not reign over them.

8 According to all the works which they have done
since the day that I brought them up out of E'gypt even
unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and
served other gods, so do they also unto thee.

9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit
yet protest solemnly unto them, and show them the
manner of the king that shall reign over them.

10 And Sam'u-el told all the words of the Lorp unto
the people that asked of him a king.

11 And he said, This will be the manner of the king
that shall reign over you: He will take your sons, and
appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his
horsemen ; and some shall run before his chariots.



174 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

12 And he will appoint him captains over thousands,
and captains over fifties; and will set them to ear his.
ground, and to reap his harvest, and to make his instra-
ments of war, and instruments of his chariots,

13 And he will take your daughters to be confection-
aries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers.

14 And he will take your fields, and your vineyards,
and your oliveyards, even the best of them, and give
them to his servants.

15 And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of
your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his serv-
ants. :

16 And he will take your men-servants, and your
maid-servants, and goodliest young men, and your asses,
and put them to his work. \

17 He will take the tenth of your sheep: and ye
shall be his servants.

18 And ye shall cry out in that day because of your
king which ye shall have chosen you; and the Lorp
will not hear you in that day. " '

19 Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice
of Sam'u-el; and they said, Nay; but we will have a
king over us;

20 That we also may be like all the nations; and
that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and
fight our battles.

MAY 30.
SAMUEL ANOINTING SAUL. 1 Sam. ix, 15-x, 1.

15 Now the Lorp had told Sam'u-el in his ear a day
before Saul came, saying,

16 To-morrow about this time I will send thee a man
out of the land of Ben'ja-min, and thou shalt anoint him
to be captain over my people Is'ra-el, that he may save
my people out of the hand of the Phil-is'tines: for I
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have looked upon my people, because their cry is come
unto me.

17 And when Sam’u-el saw Saul, the Lorp said unto
him, Behold the man whom I spake to thee of! this
same shall reign over my people.

18 Then Saul drew nearto Sam’u-el in the gate, and

said, Tell me, I pray thee, where the seer’s house is.

19 And Samu-el answered Saul, and said, I am the
seer : go up before me unto the hwh place; for ye shall
eat with me to- day, and to-morrow I will let thee go,
and I will tell thee all that is in thine heart.

20 And as for thine asses that were lost three days
ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are found.
And on whom is all the desire of Is'ra- -e1? Is it not on
thee, and on all thy father’s house?

91 And Saul answered and said, Am not I a Ben’ja-
mite, of the smallest of the tribes of Is'ra-el? and my
family the least of all the families ot the tribe of Ben'-
jamin ? wherefore then speakest thou so to me ?

22 And Sam'u-el took Saul and his servant, and
brought them into the parlor, and made them sit in
the chiefest place among them that were bidden, which
were about thirty persons.

23 And Sam'u-el said unto the cook, Bring the por-
tion which I gave thee, of which I said unto thee, Set
it by thee.

24 And the cook took up the shoulder, and that
which was upon it, and set it before Saul. And Sam'-
u-el said, Behold that which is left ! set it before thee,
and eat: for unto this time hath it been kept for thee
since I said, I have invited the people. So Saul did eat
with Sam’u-el that day.

25 And when they were come down from the high
place into the city, Sam'u-el communed with Saul upon
the top of the house.

26 And they arose early : and it came to pass about
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the spring of the day, that Sam'u-el called Saul to the
top of the house, saying, Up, that I may send thee away.
And Saul arose, and they went out both of them, he and
Sam'u-el, abroad.

27 Ang as they were going down to the end of the
city, Sam'u-el said to Saul, Bid the servant pass on be-
fore us, (and he passed on,) but stand thou still a while,
that I may show thee the word of God.

1 Then Sam’u-el took a vial of oil, and poured it upon
his head, and kissed him, and said, Is 1t not because
the Lorp hath anointed thee to be captain over his in-
heritance ?

MAY 31.

SAMUEL’S FAREWELL WoORDS. 1 Sam. xii, 1-15.

1 Ax~p Sam’u-el said unto all Is'ra~el, Behold, I have
hearkened unto your voice in all that ye said unto
me, and have made a king over you.

2 And now, behold, the king walketh before you:
and I am old and gray-headed ; and, behold, my sons are
with you: and I have walked before you from my child-
hood unto this day.

8 Behold, here I am: witness against me before the
Lorp, and before his anointed: whose ox have I taken ?
or whose ass have I taken? or whom have I defrauded ?
whom have I oppressed ? or of whose hand have I re-
ceived any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith ? and I
will restore it you.

4 And they said, Thou hast not defranded us, nor op-
pressed us, neither hast thou taken aught of any man’s
hand.

5 And he said unto them, The Lorp is witness against
you, and his anointed 1s witness this day, that ye have
not found aught in my hand. And they answered, He
is witness.
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6 And Sam'u-el said unto the people, It is the Lorp
that advanced Mo'ses and Aa'ron, and that brought your
fathers up out of the land of E'gypt.

7 Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with
you before the Lorp of all the righteous acts of the
Lorp, which he did to you and to your fathers.

8 When Ja'cob was come into I¥gypt, and your
fathers cried unto the Lorp, then the Lorp sent Mo'ses
and Aa'ron, which brought forth your fathers out of
E'gypt, and made them dwell in this place.

9 And when they forgat the Lorp their God, he sold
them into the hand of Sis'era, captain of the host of
Ha’'zor,and into the hand of the Philis ‘tines, and into the
hand of the king of Mo'ah, and they fought against them.

10 Awrd they cried unto tlie Lok D, and emd We have
sinned, because we have forsaken the LOLD, and have
served Ba'slim and Ash'taroth: but now deliver us out
of the hand of our enemies, and we will serve thee.

11 And the Lorp sent Je-rub’ba- al, and Be’dan, and
Jeph'thah, and Sam'u-el, and deliver ed you out of the
hand of your enemies on every side, and ye dwelt safe.

12 And when ye saw that Na'hash thé king of the
children of Am'mon came against you, ye said unto me,

. . 95
Nay; but a king shall reign over us: when the Lorp

your God was yooul king.

13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye have
chosen, and whom ye have desired |~ and, behold, the
Loxp lLath set a king over you.

14 If ye will fear the Lorp, and serve him, and obe
his voice, and not rebel against the commandment of the
Lorp; then shall both ye and also the king that reigneth
over you continue following the Lorp your God:

15 But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lorp
but rebel against the commandment of the Loxrp; then
shall the hand of the Lorp be against you, as it was
against your fathers.



178 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

JUNE 1.
THE CANAANITE WoMAN. Mark vii, 24-30.

24 Anp from thence he arose, and went into the
borders of Tyre and Si'don, and entered into a house,
and would have no man know it: but he could not be
hid.

25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter had
an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and fell at his
feet:

26 The woman was a Greek, a Sy-ro-phe-nici-an by
nation ; and she besought him that he would cast forth
the devil out of her daughter. :

27 But Je'sus said unto her, Let the children first be
filled: for it is not meet to take the children’s bread,
and to cast 1t unto the dogs.

28 And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord :
yet the dogs under the table eat of the children’s crumbs.

29 And he said unto her, For this saying go thy
way ; the devil is gone out of thy daughter.

30 And when she was come to her house, she found
the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed.

JUNE 2.
THE MIRACLE IN DEcAPOLIS. Mark vii, 31-37.

381 Axp again, departing from the coasts of Tyre
and Si'don, he came unto the sea of Gal'i-lee, through
the midst of the coasts of De-cap’o-lis.

32 And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and
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had an impediment in his speech; and they beseech
him to put his hand upon him.

33 And he took him aside from the multitude, and
put his fingers into his ears, and he spit and touched his
tongue ;

34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith
unto him, Dph’p]m-tha that is, Be opened

35 And straightway his ears were opened, and the
string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain.

36 And he chmged them that they should tell no
man: but the more he charged them, so much the more
a great deal they published it ;

37 And were beyond measure astonished, saying, Ile
hath done all things well: he maketh both the deaf to
Lear, and the dumb to speak.

JUNE 3.

FEEDING THE Four THousAND. Mark viii, 1-10.

1 In those days the multitude being very great, and
having nothing to eat, Je'sus called Tris dlauples unto
him, and saith unto them

2 I have compassion on the multitude, because they
have now been with me three days, and have nothing
to eat:

3 And if T send them away fasting to their own
houses, they will faint by the way: for “divers of them

came from far.

4 And his disciples answered him, From whence can
a man satisfy these men with bread here in the wilder-
ness ?

5 And he asked them, How many loaves have ye?
And they said, Seven.

6 And he comnmnded the people to sit down on the
13
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ground : and he tock the seven loaves, and gave thanks,
and brake, and gave to his disciples to set before them ;
and they did set them before the people.

7 And they had a few small fishes: and he blessed,
and commanded to set them also before them.

8 So they did eat, and were filled: and they took up
of the broken meat that was left seven baskets.

9 And they that had eaten were about four thou-
sand : and he sent them away.

10 And straightway he entered into a ship with his
disciples, and came into the parts of Dal-ma-nu’tha.

JUNE Zz.

PETER'S CONFESSION. Matt. xvi, 13-26.

13 Wuex Je'sus came into the coasts of Ces-a-re'a
Philip/pi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men
say that I, the Son of man, am ?

14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the
Baptist; some, E-li'as; and others, Jer-e-mi‘as, or one of
the prophets.

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I
am ?

16 And Si'mon Pe'ter answered and said, Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God.

17 And Je'sus answered and said unto him, Blessed
art thou, Si'mon Bar-jo'na: for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in
heaven. ,

18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Pe’ter,
and upon this rock I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the king-
dom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on
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earth shall be bound in heaven ; and whatsoever thou
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

20 Then charged he his disciples that they should
tell no man that he was Je’sus the Christ.

21 From that time forth began Je'sus to show unto
his disciples, how that he must go unto Je-ru’sa-lem, and
suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third
da

?‘279 Then Pe’ter took him, and began to rebuke him,
saying, Be it far from thee Lord: thls shall not be
unto thee.

23 But he turned, and said unto Pe’ter, Get thee be-
hind me, Sa'tan : thou art an offense unto me: for thou

savorest not the things that be of God but those that
be of men.

24 Then said Je'sus unto his disciples, If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me.

25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose 1t : and
whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.

26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul ?

JUNE 5.

THE TRANSFIGURATION. Matt. xvii, 1-13.

1 Axp after six days Je'sus taketh Pe’ter, James, and
John his brother, and bringeth them up into a high
mountain apart,

2 And was transfigured before them: and his face
did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the

light.
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8 And, behold, there appeared unto them Mo’ses and
E-li'as ta]klng with him.

4 Then answered Pe'ter, and said unto Je'sus, Lord,
it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make
here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Mo’
ses, and one for E-li'as. '

5 While he spake, behold, a bright cloud overshad-
owed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which
said, This is my beloved Son,in whom I am well pleased ;
hear ye him.

6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their
face, and were sore afraid.

7 And Je'sus came and touched them, and said, Arise,
and be not afraid.

8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw
no man, save Je'sus only.

9 And as they came down from the mountam Je'sus
charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until
the Son of man be risen again from the dead.

10 And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then
say the scribes that Irli'as must ﬁrst; come ? ?

11 And Je'sus answered and said unto them, IE-li’as
truly shall first come, and restore all things.

12 But I say unto you, That E-1i'as is come already,
and they knew him not, but have done unto him what-
soever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man
suffer of them.

18 Then the disciples understood that he spake unto
them of John the Baptist.

JUNE 6.
THE CHILD IN THE Mipst. Matt. xviii, 1-10.

1 At the same tige came the disciples unto Je'sus,
saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven ?
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2 And Je'sus called a little child unto him, and set
him in the midst of them,

3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall not
enter into the kingdom of heaven.

4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this
little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven.

5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my
name receiveth me.

6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones
which believe in me, it were better for him that a mill-
stone were hanged abouat his neck, and that he were
drowned 1n the depth of the sea.

7 Woe unto the world because of offenses! for it
must needs be that offenses come; but woe to that
man by whom the offense cometh !

8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut
them off, and cast them from thee : it is better for thee
to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having
two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire.

9 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and
cast 1t from thee: 1t is better for thee to enter into life
with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast
into hell fire.

10 Take heed that ye despise not one of these little
ones ; for I say unto you, That in heaven their aurrels
do always behold the face of my Father which is in
heaven.

JUNE 7.
THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT. Matt. xviii, 21—35._

21 Tuen came Pe'ter to him, and said, Lord, how oft
shall my brother sin against me, and I for give him ? till
seven times ?



184 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

22 Je'sus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until
seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.

23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a
certain king, which would take account of his servants.

24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was
brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents.

25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord com-
manded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and
all that he had, and payment to be made.

26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshiped
him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will
pay thee all.

27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with
compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt.

28 But the same servant went out, and.found one of
his fellow-servants, which owed him a hundred pence:
and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat,
saying, Pay me that thou owest.

29 And his fellow-servant fell down at his feet, and
besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I
will pay thee all. '

30 And he would not: but went and cast him into
prison, till he should pay the debt.

81 So when his fellow-servants saw what was done,
they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord
all that was done.

82 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said
unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that
debt, because thou desiredst me :

33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on
thy fellow-servant, even as I had pity on thee?

34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the
tormenters, till he should pay all that was due unto him.

85 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also
unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one
his brother their trespasses.
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JUNE 8.

‘Tue TEN LEPERS. Luke xvii, 11-19.

11 Axp it came to pass, as he went to J e-ru’sa-lem, that
he passed through the midst of Sa-ma'ri-a and Gal'i-lee.

12 And as he entered into a certain village, there
met him ten men that were lepers, which stood “afar off :

13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Je'sus,
Master, have mercy on us.

14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go
show yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass,
that, as they went, they were cleansed.

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God,

16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him
thanks: and he was a Sa-mar'i-tan.

17 And Je'sus answering said, Were there not ten
cleansed ? but where are the nine ?

18 There are not found that returned to give glory
to God, save this stranger.

19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy
faith hath made thee whole.

JUNE O,
JESUS AT THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. John vii, 1-17.

1 Arter these things Jesus walked in Gal'i-lee: for
he would not walk in Jew'ry, because the Jews sought
to kill him.

2 Now the Jews’ feast of tabernacles was at hand.

3 His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence,
and go into Ju-de’a, that thy disciples also may see the
works that thou doest.

4 For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret,
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and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou
do these things, show thyself to the world.

5 For neither did his brethren believe in him.

6 Then Je'sus said unto them, My time is not yet
come: but your time is always ready.

7 The world cannot hate you; but me 1t hateth, be-
cause I testify of 1t, that the works thereof are evil.

8 Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto
this feast; for my time is not yet full come.

9 When he had said these words unto them, he abode
still in Gal'i-lee.

10 But when his brethren were gone up, then went he
also up unto the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret.

11-Then the Jews sought him at the feast and said,
Where is he ?

12 And there was much murmuring among the peo-
ple concerning him: for some said, He is a good man:
others said, Nay ; but he deceiveth the people.

13 Tlowbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of
the Jews.

14 Now about the midst of the feast Je'sus went up
into the temple, and taught.

15 And the Jews marveled, saying, How knoweth
this man letters, having never learned ?

16 Je'sus answered them, and said, My doctrine is
not mine, but his that sent me.

17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of
myself,

JUNE 10.

THE WATER OF LIFE. John vii, 37-52.

37 Iw the last day, that great day of the feast, Je'sus
stood and ecried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come
unto me, and drink.



SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING. 187

38 He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath
sald, ot of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

39 DBut this he spake of the Spirit, which they that
believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost
was not yet given; because that Je'sus was not yet
glorified.

40 Many of the people therefore, when they heard
this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet.

41 Others said, This is the Christ. But some said,
Shall Christ come out of Gal'i-lee ?

42 Hath not the Scripture said, That Christ cometh
of the seed of Da'vid, and out of the town of Beth'le-
hem, where Da'vid was ?

43 So there was a division among the people because
of him. _

44 And some of them would have taken him; but
no man laid hands on him.

45 Then came the officers to the chief priests and
Phar'isees; and they said unto them, Why have ye not
brought him ?

46 The officers answered, Never man spake like this
man,

47 Then answered them the Phar'i-sees, Are ye also
deceived ?

48 Have any of the rulers or of the Phar'i-sees be-
lieved on him ?

49 But this people who knoweth not the laws are
cursed.

50 Nic.o-de'mus saith unto them, (he that came to
Je’sus by night, being one of them,)

51 Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him,
and know what he doeth?

52 They answered and said unto him, Art thou also
of Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galllee
ariseth no prophet,
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JUNE 11.
FREEDOM AND BONDAGE. Johi viii, 31-42.

31 Tuen said Je'sus to those Jews which believed
on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my
disciples indeed ;

32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.

83 They answered him, We be A’bra-ham’s seed,
and - were never in bondage to any man: how sayest
thou, Ye shall be-made free?

34 Je'sus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.

35 And the servant abideth not in the house for-
ever: but the Son abideth ever.

36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall
be free indeed.

87 I know that ye are A'bra-ham’s seed ; but ye seek
to kill me, because my word hath no place in you.

38 I speak that which I have seen with my Father:
and ye do that which ye have seen with your father.

89 They answered and said unto him, A’bra-ham is
our father. Je'sus saith unto them, If ye were A'bra-
ham’s children, ye would do the works of A’bra-ham.

40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told
you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not
A'bra-ham.

41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they
to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one
Father, even God.

42 Je'sus said unto them, If God were your Father,
ye would love me; for I proceeded forth and came
from God ; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.
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JUNE 12.

THE BLIND MAN HEALED. John ix, 1-11.

1 AND as Je'sus passed by, he saw a man which was
blind from his bhirth.

2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who
did sin, this man, or his parents that he was born
blind ?

3 Je'sus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor
his parents : but that the works of God should be made
manifest in him.

4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while
it is day: the night cometh, when no man can
work. '

5 As leng as I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.

6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground,
and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes
of the blind man with the clay.

7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Sil-
o-am, which is by interpretation, Sent. He went his
way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

8 The neighbors therefore, and they which before
had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that
sat and begged ?

9 Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him:
but he said, I am he,

10 Therefore said they unto him, How were thine
eyes opened ?

11 He answered and said, A man that is called Je'-
sus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto
me, Go to the pool of Sil'o-am, and wash: and [ went
and w ashed, and I received swht
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JUNE 13.
TaE HEALED MAN’S CONFESSION. John ix, 24-38.

24 Tuex again called they the man that was blind,
and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that
this man is a sinner.

25 He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or
no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was
blind, now I see.

26 Then said they to him again, What did he to
thee ? how opened he thine eyes?

27 He answered them, I have told you already, and

ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again?
wi]l ye also be his disciples ? \

28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his dis-
ciple ; but we are Mo'ses’ disciples.

29 We know that God spake unto Mo'ses: -as for
this fellow, we know not from whence he is.

30 The man answered and said unto them, Why
herein is a marvelous thing, that ye know not, from
whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes.

31 Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but
if any man be a worshiper of God, and doeth his will,
him he heareth.

32 Since the world began was 1t not heard that any
man opened the eyes of one that was born blind.

33 If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.

34 They answeled and said unto him, Thou wast al
together born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And
they cast him out.

35 Je'sus heard that they had cast him out; and
when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou
believe on the Son of God ?

36 He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I
might believe on him ?
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37 And Je'sus said unto him, Thou hast both seen
him, and it is he that talketh with thee.

38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he wor-
shiped him.,

JUNE 14.

THE G0OD SHEPHERD. John x, 1-16.

1 VErmy, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth
not by the door into the sheep-fold, but climbeth up
some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shep-
herd of the sheep.

3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his
voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and lead-
eth them out.

4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he go-
eth before them, and the sheep follow him; for the)
know his voice.

5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee
from him; for they know not the voice of sttangels

6 This pamble spake Je'sus unto them; but they
understood not what things they were wlnch he spake
unto them.

7 Then said Je'sus unto them again, Verily, verily, I
say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.

8 All that ever came before me are thieves and rob-
bers: but the sheep did not hear them.

9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pastule

10 The thlei cometh not, but for to s‘rea], and to kill,
and to destroy: I am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more abundantl)

11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giv-
oth his life for the sheep.
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12 But he that is a bireling, and not the shepherd,
whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming,
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth; and the wolf catcheth
them, and scattereth the sheep.

18 The hireling fleeth, because he is a hireling, and
careth not for the sheep.

14 I am the good shepherd and know my sheep, and
am known of miue.

15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the
Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.

16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this
fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.

JUNE 15.
LAZARUS RAISED FROM THE DEAD. John xi, 32-44.

82 Turx when Ma'ry was come where Je'sus was,
and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto
him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had
not died.

33 When Je'sus therefore saw her weeping, and the
Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in
the spirit, and was troubled,

84 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said
unto him, Lord, come and see,

35 Je'sus wept.

36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him.

87 And some of them said, Could not this man,
which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that
even this man should not have died ?

38 Je'sus therefore again groaning in himself cometh
to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.

39 Je'sus said, Take ye away the stone. Mar'tha,
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the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord,
by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four
days.

40 Je'sus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that,
if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory
of God ?

41 Then they took away the stone from the place
where the dead was laid. And Je'sus lifted up his
eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast
heard me.

42 And T knew that thou hearest me always: but
because of the people which stand by I said it, that
they may believe that thou hast sent me.

43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a
loud voice, Laz'a-rus, come forth.

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand
and foot with grave-clothes; and his face was bound
about with a napkin. Je'sus saith unto them, Loose
him, and let him go.

JUNE 160.
THE GooDp SAMARITAN. Luke x, 25-37.

25 Axp, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and
tempted h1m saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life ?

26 IHe said unto him, What is written in the law ?
how readest thou?

27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy healt and with all thy soul, and
with all thy str enafh, and with all thy mind ; and thy
neighbor as thy self.

98 And he S‘lld unto him, Thou hast answered right:
this do, and thou shalt live.

29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Je'sus,
And who is my neighbor?
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30 And Je'sus answering said, A certain man went
down from Jeru'sa-lem to Jeri-cho, and fell among
thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded
him, and departed, leaving him half dead..

31 And by chance there came down a certain priest
that way ; and when he saw him, he passed by on the
other side.

32 And likewise a Le'vite, when he was at the place,
came and looked on him, and passed by on the other
side.

33 But a certain Sa-mar'i-tan, as he journeyed, came
where he was; and when he saw him, he had compas-
sion on him,

34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds,
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own' beast,
and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took
out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said
unto him, ['ake care of him: and whatsoever thou spend-
est more, when I come again, I will repay thee. -

36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was
neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?

37 And hesaid, He that Qhowed mercy on him. Then
said Je'sus unto hlm Go, and do thou likewise.

JUNE 17.
CONFESSION OF CHRIST. Luke xii, 1-9.

1 In the meantime, when there were gathered to-
gether an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch
that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto
his disciples first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the
Phar’i-sees, which is hypocrlsy
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2 For there is nothing covered, that shall not be re-
vealed ; neither hid, that shall not be known.

8 Therefore, whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness
shall be heard in the light; and that which ye have
spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon
the housetops.

4 And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of
them that kill the body, and after that have no more
that they can do.

5 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear : Fear
him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into
hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.

6 Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and
not one of them is forgotten before God ?

7 But even the very hairs of your head are all num-
bered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than
many sparrows. ‘

8 Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me
before men, him shall the Son of man also confess be-
fore the angels of God:

9 But he that denieth me before men shall be de-
nied before the angels of God.

JUNE 18.

WARNING AGAINST COVETOUSNESS. Luke xii, 13-21.

13 A~D one of the company said unto him, Master,
speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance
with me,.

14 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a
judge or a divider over you?

15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware
of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the

abundance of the things which he possesseth.
14
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16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The
ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully :

17 And he thought within hlmself saying, What
shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my
fruits ?

18 And he said, Thiswill I do: I will pull down my
barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all
my fruits and my goods.

19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat,
drink, and be merry.

20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy
soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided ?

21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and
is not rich toward God.

JUNE 10.
THE GREAT SUPPER. Luke xiv, 15-24.

15 Axp when one of them that sat at meat with
him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he
that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.

16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a
great supper, and bade many:

17 And sent his servant at supper-time to say to
them that were bidden, Come ; for all things are now
ready

18 And they all with one consent began to make
excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece
of ground, and I must needs go and see it : I pray thee
have me excused.

19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of
oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me
excuse
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20 Aund another said, I have married a wife, and
therefore I cannot come.

21 So that servant came, and showed his lord these
things. Then the master of the house being angry
sald to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and
lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the
maimed, and the halt, and the blind.

22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou
hast commanded, and yet there is room.

23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out mto
the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in,
that my house may be filled.

24 For I say unto you, That none of those men
which were bidden shall taste of my supper.

JUNE 20.
CoUNTING THE CosT. Luke xiv, 256-35.

25 AND there went great multitudes with him : and
he turned, and said unto them,

26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father,
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and
si.stlers, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my dis-
ciple.

p‘)7 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come
after me, cannot be my disciple.

98 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sit-
teth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he
have sufficient to finish it ?

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and
is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock
him,

30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not
able to finish.
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31 Or what king, going to make war aO‘alnst an-
other king, sitteth not down fir st, and consulteth whether
he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh
against him with twenty thousand ?

32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off,
he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of
peace.

33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsak-
eth not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

34 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savor,
wherewith shall it be seasoned?

35 Itis neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dung-
hill ; but men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear,
let him hear.

JUNE 21.
LosT AND Founp. Luke xv, 1-10.

1 Tuenx drew near unto him all the publicans and
sinners for to hear him.

2 And the Phar'i-sees and scribes murmured, saying,
This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.

3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying,

4 What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he
lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine
in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until
he find it ?

5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his
shoulders, rejoicing.

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together
his friends and neighbors, saying unto them, Rejoice
with me ; for I have found my sheep which was lost.

71 say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety
and nine just persons, which need no repentance.
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8 Either what wonian having ten pieces of silver, if
she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep
the house, and seek diligently till she find it ?

9 And when she hatl found it, she calleth her friends
and_her neighbors together, saying, Rejoice with me;
for I have found the piece which I had lost.

10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the pres-
ence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.

JUNE 22.
THE PRODIGAL SON. Luke xv, 11-24.

11 Axp he said, A certain man had two sons:

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Fa-
ther, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me.
And he divided unto them his living.

13 And not many days after the younger son gath-
ered all together, and took his journey into a far coun-
try, and there wasted his substance with riotous livi ing.

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mlghty
famine in that land; and he began to be in want.

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of
that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine.

16 Aund he would fain have filled his belly with
the husks that the swine did eat: and noman gave unto
him,

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many
hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to
spare, and I perish with hunger!

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto
him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
thee

119 And am no more worthy to be called thy son:
make me as one of thy hired servants.
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20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when
he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed
him.

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and in thy sight, and am 1o more worthy
to be called thy son.

22 But the father said to his servants, Brmfr forth
the best robe, and put it on him ; and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet :

23" And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and
let us eat and be merr

24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.

JUNE 23.
THE RICH MAN AND LAzARUS. Luke xvi, 19-31.

19 TuERE was a certain rich man, which was clothed
in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every
da

}270 And there was a certain beggar named Laz'a-rus,
which was laid at his gate, full of sores,

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which
fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came
and licked his sores.

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and
was carried by the angels into A’bra-ham’s bosom: the
rich man also died, and was buried ;

23 And in lell he lifted up his eyes, being in tor-
ments, and seeth A’bra-ham afar off, and Laz’a-rus in
his bosom.

24 And he cried and said, Father A’bra-ham, have
mercy on me, and send Laz'a-rus, that he may dip the



SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING. 201

tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am
tormented in this flame.

25 But A'bra-ham said, Son, remember that thou in
thy life-time receivedst thy good things, and likewise
Laz'a-rus evil things: but now he is comforted, and
thou art tormented.

26 And besides all this, between us and you there is
a great gulf fixed : so that they which would pass from
hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that
would come from thence.

27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that
thou wouldest send him to my father’s house:

28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify
unto them, lest they also come into this place of tor-
ment.

29 A'bra-ham saith unto him, They have Mo’ses and
the prophets ; let them hear them.

30 And he said, Nay, father A’bra-ham: but if one
went unto them from the dead, they will repent.

31 And he said unto him, I they hear not Mo'ses
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though
one rose from the dead.

JUNE 24.
PARABLES CONCERNING PRAYER. Luke xviii, 1-14.

1 A~xp he spake a parable unto them to this end,
that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;

2 Saying, "There was in a city a judge, which ‘feared
not God, neither regarded man :

3 And there was a widow in that city ; and she came
unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adver sary.

4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he
said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard
man ;
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5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge
her, lest by her continual ¢oming she weary me.

6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge
saith.

7 And shall not God avenge his own elect which
cry day and night unto him, though he bear Jong with
them ?

8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily.
Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh, shall he
find faith on the earth?

9 And he spake this parable unto certain which
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and
despised others:

10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the
one a Phar'i-see; and the other a publican."

11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with him-
self, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this
publican. '

12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that
I possess.

13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not
lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon
his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

14 1 tell you, this man went down to his house Justl
fied rather than the other: for every one that exalteth
himself shall be abased ; and he that humbleth himself
shall be exalted.

JUNE 25.
JESUS AND THE YouNG. Luke xviii, 15-30.

15 Axp they brought unto him also infunts, that he
would touch them : but when his disciples saw it, they
rebuked them.
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16 But Je'sus called them unto him, and said, Suffer
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not:
for of such is the kingdom of God.

17 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not re-
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no
wise enter therein.

18 And a certain ruler asked him,saying, Good Mas-
ter, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?

19 And Je'sus said unto him, Why callest thou me
good ¢ none is good, save one, that is, God.

20 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not com-

mit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear
false witness, Honor thy father and thy mother.
- 21 And he said, All these have Ikept from my youth
up.
p"Z Now when Je'sus heard these things, he said unto
him, Yet lackest thou one thing : sell all that thou hast,
and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treas-
ure in heaven: and come, follow me.

93 And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful :
for he was very rich.

24 And when Je'sus saw that he was very sorrow-
ful, he said, IHow hardly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom of God !

25 For it is easier for a camel to go through a nee-

dle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter into the king-

dom of God.

26 And they that heard it said, Who then can be
saved ?

27 And he said, The things which are impossible
with men are possible with God.

28 Then Pe'ter said, Lo, we have left all, and fol-
lowed thee. .

29 And he said unto them, Verily I say-unto you,
There is no man that hath left house. or parents, or
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brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God’s
sake,

30 Who shall not receive manifold more in this pres-
ent time, and in the world to come life everlasting.

JUNE 26.

THE LABORERS IN THE VINEYARD. Matt. xx, 1-16.

1 For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that
is a householder, “which went out early in the morning
to hire laborers into his vineyard.

2 And when he had agreed with the laborers for a
penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard.

3 And he went out about the third hour, and saw
others standing idle in the market-place,

4 And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard,
and whatsoever is rlcrht I will give you. And they
went their wa '

5 Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour,
and did likewise.

6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, and
found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why
stand ye here all the da idle ?

7 They say unto hlm Because no man hath hired us.
He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard ; and
whatsoever is right, ‘that shall ye receive.

8 So when even was come, the Lord of the vineyard
saith unto his steward, Call the labor ers, and give them
their hire, beginning from the last unto the first.

9 And when they came that were hired about the
eleventh hour, they received every man a penny.

10 But when the first came, they supposed that they
should have received more; and they likewise received
every man a penny.
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11 And when they had received it, they murmured
against the good man of the house,

12 baymr_r, These last have wroucrht but one hour,
and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have
borne the burden and heat of the day.

13 But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I
do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a
penny ?

14 Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give
unto this last, even as unto thee.

15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with
mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good ?

16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for
many be called, but few chosen.

JUNE 27
THE AMBITIOUS DIsSCIPLES. Matt. xx, 17-28.

17 Axp Je'sus going up to Jeru'salem took the
twelve disciples apart in the way, and said unto them,

18 Behold, we go up to Jeru'sa-lem; and the Son of
man shall be. betm\ ed unto the chief priests and unto
the seribes, and they shall condemn him to death,

19 And shall deliver him to the Gen'tiles to mocL
and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third dA}
he shall rise again.

20 Then came to him the mother of Zeb'e-dee’s chil-
dren with her sons, worshiping him, and desiring a cer-
tain thing of him.

21 And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She
saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit,
the one on th} richt hand, and the other on the left, in
thy kingdom.

22 But Je'sus answered and said, Ye know not what
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ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall
drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.

23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of
my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my
left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them
far whom it is prepared of my father.

24 And when the ten heard it, they were moved with
indignation against the two brethren.

25 But Je'sus called them unto him, and said, Ye
know that the princes of the Gen'tiles exercise domin-
ion over them, and they that are great exercise author-
ity upon them.

26 But it shall not be among you: but whosoever
will be great among you, let him be your minister;

27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him
be your servant: '

28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for
many.

JUNE 28.
BLIND BARTIMEUS: Mark x, 46-52.

46 Anp they came to Jeri-cho: and as he went out
of Jeri-cho with his disciples and a great number of
people, blind Bar-ti-me’us, the son of Ti-me'us, sat by
the highway side begging.

47 And when he heard that it was Je'sus of Naz'a-
reth, he began to cry out, and say, Je'sus, thou Son of
Da'vid, have mercy on me.

48 And many charged him that he should hold his
peace : but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of
Da'vid, have mercy on me.
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49 And Je'sus stood still, and commanded him to be
called. And they called the blind man, saying unto
him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee.

50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came
to Je'sus.

51 And Je'sus answered and said unto him, What
wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man
sald unto him; Lord, that I might receive my sight.

52 And Je'sus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith
hath made thee whole. And immediately he received
his sight, and followed Je'sus in the way.

JUNE 29,
ZACCHEUS THE PUBLICXN. Luke xix, 1-10.

1 Axp Je'sus entered and passed through Jer'i-cho.

2 And, behold, there was a man named Zac-che'us,
which was the chief among the publicans, and he was
rich.

3 And he sought to see Je'sus who he was ; and couald
not for the press, because he was little of stature.

4 Anud he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore
tree to see him ; for he was to pass that way.

5 And when Je'sus came to the place, he looked up,
and saw him, and said unto him, Zac-che'us, make haste,
and come dowun ; for to-day I must abide at thy
house.

6 And he made haste, and came down, and received
him joyfully.

7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying,
That hé was gone to be guest with a man that is a sin-
ner.

8 And Zac-che'us stood, and said unto the Lord ; Be-
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor;
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and if I have taken any thing from any man by false
accusation, I restore him fourfold.

9 And Je'sus said unto him, This day is salvation
come to this house, forasmuch as he also is a son of
A'bra-ham,

10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost.

JUNE J30.
PARABLE OF THE PouNnDS. Luke xix, 11-28.

11 Axp as they heard these things, he added and
spake a parable, because he was nigh to Je-ru'sa-lem,
and because they thought that the kingdom of God
should immediately appeat.

12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into
a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to
return. .

13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them
ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come.

14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message
after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign
over us.

15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned,
having received the kingdom, then he commanded these
servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given
the money, that he might know how much every man
had gained by trading.

16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath
gained ten pounds.

17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant:
because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have
thou authority over ten cities.

18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound
hath gained five pounds.
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19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over
five cities.

20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is
thy pound, which I have kept Taid up in a napkm

21 For I feared thee, because thou art an austere
man: thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and
reapest that thou didst not sow.

22 And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth
will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest
that T was an austere man, taking up that I laid not
down, and reaping that I did not sow.

23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into
the bank, that at my coming I might have required
mine own with usury ?

24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from
him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds.

25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten
pounds.)

26 For I say unto you, That unto every one which
hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even
that he hath shall be taken away from him.

27 But those mine enemies, which would not that I
should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them be-
fore me.

28 And when he had thus spoken, he went before,
ascending up to Je-ru'sa-lem.



210 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

JULY 1.
SAUL REJECTED. 1 Sam. xv, 10-23.

10 TuEN came the word of the Lorp unto Sam'u-el,
saying, .

11 It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be
king : for he is turned back from following me, and
hath not performed my commandments. And it grieved
Sam'u-el ; and he cried unto the Lorp all night.

12 And when Sam'u-el rose early to meet Saul in
the morning, it was told Sam'u-el, saying, Saul came
to Car'mel, and, behold, he set him up a place, and is

one about, and passed on, and gone down to Gil'gal.

13 And Sam'u-el came to Saul: and Saul said unto
him, Blessed be thou of the Lorp: I have performed
the commandment of the Lorp.

14 And Sam’u-e¢l said, What meaneth then this
bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of
the oxen which I hear?

15 And Saul said, They have brought them from
the Am'a-lek-ites: for the people spared the best of the
sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lorp thy
God ; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.

16 Then Sam’u-el said unto Saul, Stay, and I will
tell thee what the Lorp hath said to me this night.
And he said unto him, Say on.

17 And Sam'n-el said, When thou wast little in thine
own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of
Is'ra-el, and the Lorp anointed thee king over Is'ra-el ?

18 And the Lorp sent thee on a journey, and said,
Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Am’a-lek-ites,
and fight against them until they be consumed.
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19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of
the Lorp, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in
the sight of the Lonn?

20 And Saul said unto Sam'u- el, Yea, I have obeyed
the voice of the Loxrp, and have gone the way which
the Lorp sent me, and have brought A’gag the king
of Am’alek, and have utterly destroyed the Am’a-
lek-1tes.

21 Bat the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen,
the chief of the things which should have been utterly
destroyed, to sacrifice unto the Lorp thy God in Gil'gal.

22 And Sam'u-el said, Hath the Lorp as great de-
light in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the
voice of the Lorp ? Behold, to obey is better than sac-
rifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witcheraft, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou
hast rejected the word of the Lorp, he hath also re-
jected thee from being king.

JULY 2.
DAvID ANOINTED. 1 Sam. xvi, 1-13.

1 Axp the Lorp said unto Sam’u-el, How long wilt
thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have le]ected him from
reigning over Is'ra- el? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I
will send thee to Jes'se the Beth'le-hem-ite : for I have
provided me a king among his sons.

2 And Sam'u-el said, How can I go ? if Saul hear it,
he will kill me. And the Lorp said, Take a heifer
with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the Lox.

3 And call Jes'se to the sacrifice, and I will show
thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anomt unto

me him whom I name unto thee.
15
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4 And Sam’'u-el did that which the Lorp spake, and
came to Beth'le-hem. And the elders of the town trem-
bled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably ?

5 And he said, Peaceably I am come to sacrifice
unto the Lorp: sanctlfy yourselves, and come with me
to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jes’se and his sons,
and called them to the sacrifice.

6 And 1t came to pass, when they were come, that
he looked on K-lr'ab, and said, Surely the Lorp's
anointed 1s before him.

7 But the Lorp said unto Sam’u-el, Look not on his
countenance, or on the height of his stature ; because I
have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man
seeth: for man looketh on the outward appearance, but
the Lorp looketh on the heart. \ ,

8 Then Jes'se called A-bin’a-dab, and made him pass
before Sam’u-el. And he said, Neither hath the Lorp
chosen this. .

9 Then Jes’se made Sham’'mah to pass by. And he
said, Neither hath the Lorp chosen this.

10 Again, Jes'se made seven of his sons to pass be-
fore Sam'u-el. And Sam’u-el said unto Jes'se, The
Lorp hath not chosen these.

11 And Sam'u-el said unto Jes'se, Are here all thy
children # And he said, There remaineth yet the
youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And
Sam'u-el said unto J ea.'se Send and fetch him : for we
will not sit down till he come hither.

12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and
goodly to look to. And the Lorp said, Arise, anoint
him : for this is he.

13 Then Sam'u-el took the horn of oil, and anointed
him in the midst of his brethren : and the Spirit of the
LorD came upon Da'vid from that day forward. So
Sam'u-el rose up, and went to Ra’mah.
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JULY 3.

THE LORD 1S MYy SHEPHERD. Psa. xxiii.

1 Tue Lorp is my shepherd; I shall not want.

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he
leadeth me beside the still waters.

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness for his name’s sake.

4 qu though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of de‘tth I will fear no ev1l for thou art with
me ; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence
of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my
cup runneth over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life: and I will dwell in the hou.e of the
Lorp forever.

JULY 4.

Gop BE MERCIFUL UNTO US. Psa. Ixvii.

1 Gop be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause
his face to shine upon us;

2 That thy way may be known upon earth, thy sav-
ing health among all nations.

3 Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the
people praise thee.

4 O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for
thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern the
nations upon earth.

5 Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the peo-
ple praise thee.
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6 Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God,
even our own Grod, shall bless us.

7 God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth
shall fear him,

JULY 5.
DAviD AND GOLIATH. 1 Sam. xvii, 38-51.

38 Axp Saul armed Da’vid with his armor, and he
put a helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed
him with a coat of mail.

39 And Da’vid girded his sword upon his armor,
and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And
Da'vid said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I
have not proved them. And Da'vid put them off
him.

40 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him
five smooth stones out.of the brook, and put them in a
shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his
sling was in his hand: and he drew near.to the Phil-
is'tine.

41 And the Phil-is'tine came on and drew near unto
Da'vid ; and the man that bare the shield went before
him.

42 And when the Philis'tine looked about, and saw
Da’vid, he disdained him : for he was but a youth, and
ruddy, and of a fair countenance.

43 And the Philis'tine said unto Da'vid, Am I a
dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the
Phil-is'tine cursed Da'vid by his gods.

- 44 And the Phil-is'tine said to Da'vid, Come to
me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air,
and to the beasts of the field.

45 Then said Da’vid to the Philis'tine, Thou comest
to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield:
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but I come to thee in the name of the Lorp of hosts, the
God of the armies of Is'ra-el, whom thou hast defied.

46 This day will the Lorp deliver thee into mine
hand ; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from
thee ; and I will give the carcasses of the host of the
Philis'tines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to
the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may
know that there 1s a God in Is'ra-el.

47 And all this assembly shall know that the Lorp
saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the
Lorp’s, and he will give you into our hands.

48 And it came to pass, when the Philis'tine
arose, and came and drew nigh to meet Da'vid, that
Da'vid hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the
Phil-is'tine.

49 And Da'vid put his hand in his bag, and took
thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philis'tine
in his fonehead that the stone sunk into his forehead;
and he fell upon his face to the earth.

50 So Da'vid prevailed over the Philis'tine with a
sling and with a stone, aud smote the Phil-is'tine, and
slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of
Da'vid.

51 Therefore Da'vid ran, and stood upon the Phil-
is'tine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath
thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith.
And when the Philis'tines saw their champion was

dead, they fled.

JULY .
SAUL, JONATHAN, AND DAvID. 1 Sam. xviii, 1-12.

1 Axp it came to pass, when he had made an
end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jon'a-than
was knit with the soul of Da’ vid, and Jon'a-than loved
him as his own soul.
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2 And Saul took him that day, and would let him
go no more home to his father’s house.

8 Then Jon’a-than and Da'vid made a covenant, be-
cause he loved him as his own soul.

4 And Jon'a-than stripped himself of the robe that
was upon him, and gave it to Da'vid, and his gar-
ments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his
girdle.

5 And Da’vid went out whithersoever Saul sent him,
and behaved himself wisely: and Saul set him over
the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of
all the people, and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.

6 And it came to pass as they came, when Da'vid
was returned from the slaughter of the Phil 1s'tine, that
the women came out of all the cities of Is'rael, sing-
ing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with
joy, and with instruments of music.

7 And the women answered one another as they
played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and
Da’vid his ten thousands. ‘ ,

8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased
him ; and he said, They have ascribed unto Da'vid ten
thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands:
and what can he have more but the kingdom ?

9 And Saul eyed Da'vid from that day and forward.

10 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil
spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied n
the midst of the house: and Da'vid played with his
hand, as at other times: and there was a javelin in
Saul’s hand.

11 And Saul cast the javelin: for he said, I will smite
Da’vid even to the wall with it. And Da'vid avoided
out of his presence twice.

12 And Saul was afraid of Da'vid, because the Loxrp
was with him. and was departed from Saul.
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JULY 7.

I WiLL BLESS THE LORD. Psa. xxxiv.

1 I wirw bless the Lorp at all times: his praise shall
continually be in my mouth.

2 My soul shall make her boast in the Lorp: the
humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.

3 O magnify the Lorp with me, and let us exalt his
name together.

4 I sought the Lorp, and he heard me, and delivered
me from all my fears.

5 They looked unto him, and were lightened : and
their faces were not ashamed.

6 This poor man cried, and the Lorp heard him, and
saved him out of all his troubles.

7 The angel of the Lorp encampeth round about
them that fear him, and delivereth them.

8 O taste and see that the Lorp is good: blessed is
the man that trusteth in him.

9 O fear the Lorp, ye his saints: for there is no
want to them that fear hun.

10 The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but
they that seek the Loxp shall not want any ood thing.

11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach
you the fear of the Loxb.

12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth
many days, that he may see good ?

13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from
speaking guile.

14 Depart from evil, and do good ; seek peace, and
pursue 1t.

15 The eyes of the Lorp are upon the righteous, and
his ears are open unto their cry.

16 The face of the Lorp is against them that do
evi], to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.
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17 The righteous cry, and the Lorp heareth, and
delivereth them out of all their troubles.

18 The Lorp is nigh unto them that are of a broken
heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the
Lorp delivereth him out of them all.

20 He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is
broken.

21 Evil shall slay the wicked : and they that hate
the righteous shall be desolate.

22 The Lorp redeemeth the soual of his servants : and
none of them that trust in him shall be desolate.

JULY 8.

DAVID SPARING SAUL. 1 Sam. xxiv, 2-18.

2 TueN Saul took three thousand chosen men out of
all Is'ra-el, and went to seek Da'vid and his men _upon
the rocks of the wild goats.

3 And he came to the sheep-cotes by the way, where
was a cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet: and
Da'vid and his men remained in the sides of the cave.

4 And the men of Da'vid said unto him, Behold the
day of which the Lorp said unto thee, Behold, I will
deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest
do to him as it shall seem good unto thee. Then Da'-
vid arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe privily.

5 And it came to pass afterward, that Da'vid’s heart
smote him, because he had cut off Saul’s skirt.

6 And he said unto his men, the Lorp forbid that I
should do this thing unto my master the Lorp’s anointed,
to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the
anointed of the Lorp.

7 So Da'vid stayed his servants with these words,



SCRIPTURE SELEGTIONS FOR DAILY READING. 219

and suffered them not to rise against Saul. But Saul
rose up out of the cave, and went on his way.

8 Da'vid also rose afterward, and went out of the
cave, and cried after Saul, saying, My lord the king.
And when Saul looked behind him, Da'vid stooped with
his face to the earth, and bowed himself.

9 And Da'vid said to Saul, wherefore hearest thou
men'’s words, saying, Behold, Da'vid seeketh thy hurt?

10 Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that
the Lorp had delivered thee to-day into mine hand in
the cave: and some bade me kill thee: but mine eye
spared thee: and I said, I will not put forth mine hand
against my lord; for he is the Lorp’s anointed.

11 Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy
robe in my hand : for in that I cut off the skirt of thy
robe, and killed thee not, know thou and see that there
is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and I
have not sinned against thee ; yet thou huntest my soul
to take it.

12 The Lorp judge between me and thee, and the
Lorp avenge me of thee: but mine hand shall not be
upon thee.

18 As saith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedness
proceedeth from the wicked: but mine hand shall not
be upon thee.

14 After whom is the king of Is'ra-el come out?
after whom dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after
a flea.

15 The Lorp therefore be judge, and judge between
me and thee, and see, and plead my cause, and deliver
me out of thine hand.

16 And it came to pass, when Da’vid had made an
end of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said,
Is this thy voice, my son Da'vid ?  And Saul lifted up

his voice, and wept.
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JULY O,
Davip KING OVER ALL ISRAEL. 2 Sam. v, 1-12.

1 Turn came all the tribes of Is'ra-el to Da’vid unto
Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone
and thy flesh.

2 Also in time past, when Saul was king over us,
thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Is’
racel ; and the Lorp said to thee, Thou shalt feed my
people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over
Is'ra-el.

8 So all the elders of Isra-el came to the king to
He'bron; and king Da'vid made a league with them
in He'bron before the-Lonrp : and they anointed Da'vid
king over Isra-el.

4 Da'vid was thirty years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned forty years.

5 In He'bron he reigned over Ju'dah seven years
and six months: and in Jeru'salem he reigned.thirty
and three years over all Is'ra-el and Ju'dah.

6 And the king and his men went to Je-ru'sa-lem
unto the Jeb'usites, the inhabitants of the land: which
spake unto Da'vid, saying, Except thou take away the
blind and the lame, thou shalt not come in hither:
thinking, Da’vid cannot come in hither.

7 Nev ertheless, Da'vid took the strong hold of Zi'on:
the same 1s the 01ty of Da’vid. \

8 And Da'vid said on that day, Whosoever getteth
up to the gutter, and smiteth the Jeb'usites, and the
lame and the blind, that are hated of Da’ vid’s soul, he
shall be chief and captam Wherefore they said, The
blind and the lame shall not come into the house.

9 So Da'vid dwelt in the fort, and called it the city
of Da'vid. And Da’vid bullt round about from Millo
and inward.,
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10 And Da'vid went on, and grew great, and the
Lorp God of hosts was with him.

11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to
Da’vid, and cedar-trees, and carpenters, and masons:
and they built Da’vid a house.

12 And Da’vid perceived that the Lorp had estab-
lished him king over Is'ra-el, and that he had exalted
his kingdom for his people Is'ra-el's sake.

JULY 10.

THE ARK BROUGHT TO ZION. 2 Sam. vi, 1-12.

1 Agaiy, Da'vid gathered together all the chosen
men of Is'ra-el, thirty thousand.

9 And Da'vid arose, and went with all the people
that were with him from Ba'al-e of Ju'dah, to bring up
from thence the ark of God, whose name is called by
the name of the Lorp of hosts that dwelleth between
the cherubim.

8 And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and
brought it out of the house of A-bin‘a-dab that was in
Gib’e-ah: and Uz'zah and A-hi'o, the sons of A-bin‘a-
dab, drave the new cart.

4 And they brought it out of the house of A-bin‘a-
dab which was at Gib’e-ah, accompanying the ark of
God: and A-hi'o went before the ark.

5 And Da'vid and all the house of Is'ra-el played be-
fore the Lorp on all manner of instruments made of fir
wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels,
and on cornets, and on cymbals.

6 And when they came to Na'chon’s threshing-floor,
Uz'zah put forth his hand to the ark of God and took
hold of 1t; for the oxen shook 1it.

7 And the anger of the Lorp was kmdled against



222 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

Uz'zah, and God smote him there for his error; and
there he died by the ark of God.

8 And Da'vid was displeased, because the Lorp had
made a breach upon Uz'zah: and he called the name of
the place Pe'rez—uz'zah to this day.

9 And Da'vid was afraid of the Lorp that day, and
said, How shall the ark of the Lorp come to me ?

10 So Da'vid would not remove the ark of the Lorp
unto him into the city of Da'vid: but Da'vid carried it
aside into the house of O'bed—e’dom the Git'tite.

11 And the ark of the Lorp continued in the house
of O'bed—e'dom the Git'tite three months: and the
Lorp blessed O’bed—e’dom, and all his household.

12 And it was told kmg Da'vid, saying, The Lorp
hath blessed the house of O’bed- e’dom and all that
pertaineth unto him, ‘because of the ark of God. So
Da'vid went and brought up the ark of God from the
house of O'bed—e’dom into the city of Da'vid with
gladness.

JULY 11.

THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S. Psa. xxiv.

1 TuEe earth is the Lorp’s, and the fullness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.

2 For he hath iounded it upon the seas, and estab-
lished 1t upon the floods.

38 Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lorp? or
who shall stand in his holy place ?

4 He that hath clean hands, and a pure he‘lrt who
hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn de-
ceitfully.

5 He shall receive the blessing from the Lorp, and
righteousness from the God of his salvation.
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6 This is the generation of them that seek him, that
seek thy face, O Ja'cob.

7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted
up, ye everlasting dooxs and the king of glory shall
come in.

8 Who is this King of glory ? The Lorp strong and
mighty, the Lorp mighty in battle.

9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them
up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall
come in.

10 Who is this King of glory ?. The Lorp of hosts,
he 1s the King of glory.

JULY 12.
DaviD's PURPOSE To BuiLp THE TEMPLE. 2 Sam. vii, 1-11.

1 AxDp it came to pass, when the king sat in his
house, and the Lorp had given him rest round about
from all his enemies ;

2 That the king said unto Na’than the prophet, See
now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God
dwelleth within curtains.

3 And Na'than said to the king, Go, do all that is in
thine heart; for the Lorp 1s with thee.

4 And 1t came to pass that night, that the word of
the Lorp came to Na'than, saying,

5 Go and tell my servant Da/ vid, Thus saith the
LORD Shalt thou build me a house for me to dwell in?

6 Whereas 1 have not dwelt in any house since the
tlme that I brought up the children of Isra-el out of
E'gypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent
and in a tabernacle.

7 In all the places wherein I have walked w1th all
the children of Is'ra-el spake I a word with any of the
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tribes of Is'ra-el, whom I commanded to feed my peo-
ple Is'rael, saying, Why build ye not me a house of
cedar ?

8 Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant
Da'vid, Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, I took thee from
the sheep-cote, from following the ‘sheep, to be ruler
over my people, over Is'ra-el:

9 And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest,
and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and
have made thee a great name, like unto the name of
the great men that are in the earth.

10 Moreover I will appoint a place for my people
Is'ra-el, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a
place of their own, and move no more ; neither shall
the children of chkedness afflict them any more, as
beforetime,

11 And as since the time that I commanded judges
to be over my people Is'ra-el, and have caused thee to
rest from all thine enemies. Also the Lorp telleth thee
that he will make thee a house.

JULY 13.

DAvID’S THANKSGIVING PRAYER. 2 Sam. vii, 18-29.

18 Tuex went king Da'vid in, and sat before the
Lorp, and he said, Who am I, O Lord Gop ? and what
is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto ?

19 And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O
Lord Gop; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant’s
house for a great while to come. And is this the man-
ner of man, O Lord Gop ?

20 And what can Da'vid say more unto thee? for
thou, Lord Gop, knowest thy servant.

21 For thy word's sake, and according to thine own
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heart, hast thou done all these great things, to make
thy servant know them.

22 Wherefore thou art great, O Lorp God : for there
is none like thee, neither is there any God besides
thee, according to all that we have heard with our

ears.
23 And what one nation 1in the earth 1s like thy

people, even like Is'ra-el, whom God went to redeem for
a people to himself; and to make him a name, and to
do for you great things and terrible, for thy land, be-
fore thy people, which thou redeemedst to thee from
E'gypt, from the nations and their gods?

24 For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people
Is'ra-el tobe a people unto thee forever: and thou, Lorbp,
art become their God.

25 And now, O Lorp God, the word that thou hast
spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning his house,
establish it forever, and do as thou hast said.

26 And let thy name be magnified forever, saying,
The Lorp of hosts 1s the God over Isra-el : and let the
house of thy servant Da’vid be established before
thee.

27 For thou, O Lorp of hosts, God of Is'ra-el, hast
revealed to thy servant, saying, I will build thee a
house: therefore hath thy servant found in his heart to
pray this prayer unto thee.

28 And now, O Lord Gop, thou art that God, and
thy words be true, and thou hast promised this good-
ness unto thy servant:

29 Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house
of thy servant, that it may continue forever before
thee: for thou, O Lord Gop, hast spoken it: and with
thy blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed
forever.
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JULY 14.

Have MERCY UuPON ME. Psa. li.

1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy
loving-kindness : according unto the multitude of thy
tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

2 Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity; and
cleanse' me from my sin.

3 For I acknowledge my transgressions : and my sin
is ever before me.

4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done
this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified
when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.

5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and i sin did
my mother conceive me.

6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts:
and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know
wisdom.

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: Wash
me, and T shall be whiter than snow.

8 Make me to hear joy and gladness ; that the bones
which thou hast broken may rejoice.

9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine
iniquities.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a
right spirit within me.

11 Cuast me not away from thy presence; and take
not thy Holy Spirit from me.

12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and
uphold me with thy free Spirit.

18 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and
sinners shall be converted unto thee.

14 Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O God, thou
God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud
of thy righteousness.
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15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall
show forth thy praise.

16 For thou desirest not sacrifice ; else would I give
it: thou delightest not in burnt-offering.

17 Thesacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zi'on: build
thou the walls of Je-ru’sa-lem.

19 Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of
righteousnes<, with burnt-offering and whole burnt-
oﬂenno then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.

JULY 135.

BLESSED IS HE. Psa. xxxii.

1 Bressepis be whose transgression is forgiven, whose
sin is covered.

2 DBlessed is the man unto whom the Lorp imputeth
not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.

3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through
my roaring all the day ]()nﬂ‘

4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me:
my moisture is turned into the drought of summer.

5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniq-
uity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my trans-
gressions unto the Lonp; and thou forgavest the inig-
uity of my sin.

6 For this shall every one that is godly pray unto
thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in
the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto
him.

7 Thou art my hiding-place ; thou shalt preserve me
hom trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs

of deliver ance.
16
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8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way
which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.

9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have
no understanding : whose mouth must be held in with
bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee.
- 10 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he
that trusteth in the Lorp, mercy shall compass him
about.

11 Be glad in the Lorbp, and rejoice, ye righteous:
and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.

JULY 16.
DAVID'S GRIEF FOR ABSALOM. 2 Sam. xviii, 19-33.

19 Tuen said A-him’a-az the son of Za'dok, Let me
now run, and bear the king tidings, how that the Lorp
hath avenged him of his enemies.

20 And Jo'ab said unto him, Thou shalt not bear
tidings this day, but thou shalt bear tidings another
day : but this day thou shalt bear no tidings, because
the king’s son is dead.

91 Then said Jo'ab to Cu'shi, Go tell the king what
thou hast seen. And Cu’shi bowed himself unto Jo’ab,
and ran.

22 Then sald A-him’a-az the son of Za'dok yet again
to Jo’ab, But howsoever, let me, I pray thee, also run
after Cu’shi.  And Jo'ab said, Wherefore wilt thou run,
my son, seeing that thou hast no tidings ready?

23 But howsoever, said he, let me run. And he said
unto him, Run. Then A-him’a-az ran by the way of
the plain, and overran Cu’shi.

24 And Da'vid sat between the two gates: and the
watchman went up to the roof over the gate unto the
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wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a
man ranning alone.

25 And the watchman cried, and told the king.
And the king said, If he be alone, there is tidings in his
mouth. And he came apace, and drew near,

26 And the watchman saw another man running:
and the watchman called unto the porter, and said, Be-
hold another man running alone. And the king said,
He also bringeth tidings.

27 And the watchman said, Methinketh the 1unn1ng
of the foremostis like the runningof A-him’a-az the son
of Za’dok. And the king said, He is a good man, and
cometh with good tidings.

28 And A-him'a-az c‘zlled, and said unto the king,
All is well. And he fell down to the earth upon his
face before the king; and said; Blessed be the Lorp th
God, which hath Jelivered up the men that lifted up
their hand against my lord the king.

29 And the king said, Is the youno‘ man Ab’sa-lom

safe ?  And A-hima-az answer ed, When Jo'ab sent the
king’s servant, and me thy ser Vant I saw a great tumult,
but T knew not what it was.

30 And the king said unto him, Turn aside, and stand
here. And he turned aside, and stood still.

81 And, behold, Cu’shi came; and Cu’shi said, Tid-
ings, my lord theking : for the Lorp hath avenged thee
this day of all them that rose up against thee.

32 And the king said unto Cu’shi, Is the young man
Ab’sa-lom safe? And Cu’shi answered, The enemies of
my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do
thee hurt, be as that young man is.

33 And the king was much moved, and went up to
the chamber over the gate, and wept: "and as he went,
thus he said, O my son Ab’sa-lom, my son, my son Ab.

sa-lom ! would God I had died for thee, 0 Ab/sa- -lom,

my son, my son !
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JULY 17.
DAvip’s CHARGE TO SonomoN. 1 Chron. xxviii, 1-10.

1 Axp Da'vid assembled all the princes of Is'ra-el,
the princes of the tribes, and the captains of the com-
panies that ministered to the king by course, and the
captains over the thousands, and captalns over the hun-
dleds,.and the stewards-over all the substance and
possessions of the king, and of his sons, with the officers,
and with the mighty men, and with all the valiant men
unto Je-ru’sa-lem.

2 Then Da’vid the king stood up upon his feet, and
said, Hear me, my brethren, and my people: As for me,
T had in mine heart to build a house of rest for the ark
of the covenant of the Lorp, and for the footstool of
our God, and had made 1eadv for the building:

3 But God said unto me, Thou shalt not build a house
for my name, because thou hast been a man of war, and
hast shed blood

4 Howbeit the Lorp God of Is'ra-el chose me before
all the house of my father to be king over Is'ra-el for-
ever: for he hath chosen Ju'dah to be the ruler; and
of the house of Ju’dah, the house of my fa,ther and
among the sons of my fwthel he liked me to make me
king over all Is'ra, el:

5 And of all my sons, (for the Lorp hath given me
many sons,) he hath chosen Sol'o-mon my son to sit upon
the throne of the kingdom of the Lorp over Is'ra-el.

‘6 And he said unto me, Sol’o-mon thy son, he shall
build my house and my courts: for I have chosen him
to be my son, and I will be his father.

7 Moreover I will establish his kingdom forever, if
he be constant to do my commandments and my ]udg-
ments, as at this day.

8 Now therefore, in the sight of all Isra-el the con-
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gregation of the Lorp, and in the ‘audience of our God,
Leep and seck for all the commandments of the Lorp

your God: that ye may possess this good land, and leave
1t for an inheritance for your children after you for-
ever,

9 And thou, Sol'o-mon my son, know thou the God
of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and
with a willing mind : for the Lorp searcheth all hearts,
and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts:
if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou
forsake him, he will cast thee off forever.

10 Take heed now ; for the Lorp hath chosen thee to
build a house for the sanctuary be strong, and do it.

JULY 18.

SoLomon’s CHOICE. 1 Kings iii, 5-15.

5 Ix Gib’e-on the Lorp appeared to Sol’'o-mon in a
dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give
thee.

6 And Sol’'o-mon said, Thou hast showed unto thy
servant Da’'vid my f‘mthel great mercy, according as he
walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and
1n uprightness of heart with thee; ; and thou hast kept
for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a
son to sit on llla throne, as 1t is tlhis day.

7 And now, O Lok my God, thou hast made thy
servant king instead of Da'vid my father: and T am
but a little child: I know not how to go out or come
in.

8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people
which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be
numbered nor counted for Thultitude.

9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart
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to judge thy people, that I may discern between good
and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a
people ?

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Sol’o-mon
had asked this thing.

11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked
this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life;
neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the
life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself under-
standing to discern judgment ;

12 Behold, I have done according to -thy word: lo,
I have given ‘thee a wise and an understandmg heart ;
so that there was none like thee before thee, neither
after thee shall any arise like unto thee.

13 And I have also given thee that which thou
hast not asked, both riches, and honor: so that there
shall not be any among the kmas like unto thee all thy
days.

14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my
statutes and my commandments, as thy father Da'vid
did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.

15 And Sol’o-mon awo]\e and, behold, it was a
dream. And he came to Je-ru sa]em and stood before
the' ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up
burnt-offerings, and offered peace-offerings, and made a
feast to all his servants.

JULY 10.
BuiLping THE TEMPLE. 1 Kings Vl, 1-14.

1 Axp it came to pass In the foul hundred and
eightieth year after the children of Is'ra-el were come
out of the land of E'gypt, in the fourth year of Solo-
mon's reign over Isra-el, in the month Zif, which is
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the second month, that he began to build the house of
the Lorp.

2 And the house which king Sol’o-mon built for the
Lorp, the length thereof was threescore cubits, and the
breadth thereof twenty cubits, and the height thereof
thirty cubits.

3 And the porch before the temple of the house,
twenty cubits was the length thereof, according: to the
breadth of the house; and ten cubits was the breadth
thereof before the house.

4 And for the house he made windows of narrow
lights.

5 And against the wall of the house he built cham-
bers round about, against the walls of the house round
about, both of the temple and of the oracle: and he
made chambers round about.

6 The nethermost chamber was five cubits broad, and
the middle was six cubits broad, and the third was
seven cubits broad: for without in the wall of the house
he made narrowed rests round about, that the beams
should not be fastened in the walls of the house.

7 And the house, when it was in the building, was
built of stone made ready hefore 1t was brought thither:
so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool
of iron heard in the house, while 1t was in building.

8 The door for the middle chamber was in the right
side of the house: and they went up with winding stairs
into the middle chamber, and out of the middle 1ato the
third.

9 So he built the house, and finished it ; and covered
the house with beams and boards of cedar.

10 Aud then he built chambers against all the house,
five cubits high: and they rested on the house with
timbers of cedar.

11 And the word of the Lorp came to Sol'o-mon,
sayling,
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12 Concerning this house which thou art in building,
if thou wilt walk in my statutes, and execute my judg-
ments, and keep all my commandments to walk in them ;
then will I perform my word with thee, which I spake
unto Da'vid thy father:

13 And I will dwell among the children of Is'ra-el,
and will not forsake my people Is'ra-el.

14 So Sol’o-mon built the house. and finished it.

JULY 20.

THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE. 1 Kings viii, 1-13.

1 THEN Sol’'oomon assembled the elders of Is'ra-el,
and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers
of the children of Is'ra-el, unto king Sol’o-mon in Je-ru’-
sa-lem, that they might bring up the ark of the cove-
nant of the Lorp out of the city of Da’vid, whichis Zi’on.

2 And all the men of Is'rael assembled themselves
unto king Sol'o-mon at the feast in the month Eth’a-
nim, which is the seventh month.

8 And all the elders of Is'ra-el came, and the priests
took up the ark.

4 And they brought up the ark of the Loxp, and the
tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels
that were in the tabernacle, even those did the priests
and Le'vites bring up.

5 And king Sol'o-mon, and all the congregation of
Is'ra-el, that were assembled unto him, were with him
before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could
not be told nor numbered for multitude.

6 And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant
of the Lorp unto his place, into the oracle of the house,
to the most holy place, even under the wings of the
cherubim,
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7 Fm the cherubim spread forth then two wings
over the place of the ark, and the cherubim covered the
ark and the staves thereof above.

8 And they drew out the staves, that the ends of the
staves were seen out in the holy place before the oracle,
and they were not seen without: and there they are
unto this day.

9 There was nothing in the ark save the two tables
of stone, which Mo'ses put there at Ilo'reb, when the
Lorp made a covenant with the children of Is'ra-el,
when they came out of the land of E'gypt.

10 And it came to pass, when the priests were come
out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of
the Lorp,

11 So the priests could not stand to minister because
of the cloud : for the glory of the Loxrp had filled the
house of the Lorp.

12 Then spake Sol’o-mon, The Lorp said that he
would dwell in the thick darkness.

13 I have surely built thee a house to dwell in, a
settled place for thee to abide in forever.

JULY Z21.
SoLomoN’s PRAYER. 1 Kings viii, 22-30.

22 Axp Sol’'o-mon stood before the altar of the Lorp
in the presence of all the congregation of Isra-el, and
spread forth his hands toward heaven:

23 And he said, Lorp God of Is'ra-el, there is no God
like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who
keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants that
walk before thee with all their heart:

24 Who hast kept with thy servant Da'vid my

father that thou promisedst him: thou spakest also with
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thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it
is this day.

25 Therefore now, Lorp God of Is'ra-el, keep with
thy servant Da’vid my father that thou promisedst him,
saying, There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to
sit on the throne of Is'ra-el ; so that thy children take
heed to their way, that they walk before me as thou
hast walked before me.

26 And now, O God of Is'ra-el, let thy word, I pray
thee, be verified, which thou spakest unto thy servant
Da'vid my father.

27 But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold,
the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee ;
how much less this house that I have builded ?

28 Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy
servant, and to his supplication, O Lorp my God, to
hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, which thy serv-
ant prayeth befcre thee to-day:

29 That thine eyes may be open toward this house
night and day, even toward the place of which thou
hast said, My name shall be there: that thou mayest
hearken unto the prayer which thy servant shall make
toward this place.

30 And hearken thou to the supplication of thy serv-
ant, and of thy people Isra-el, when they shali pray
toward this place: and hear thou in heaven thy dwell-
ing-place, and when thou hearest forgive.

JULY 22.
SOLOMON BLESSING THE PEOPLE. 1 Kings viii, 54-63.

54 AnD it was so, that when Sol'o-mon had made an
end of praying all this prayer and supplication unto the
Lorp, he arose from before the altar of the Lorp, from
kneeling on his knees with his hands spread up to heaven.
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55 And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of
Is'ra-el with a loud voice, saying,

56 Blessed be the Lorp, that hath given rest unto
his people Isra-el, according to all that he promised:
there hath not failed one word of all his good promise,
which he promised by the hand of Mo’ses his servant.

57 The Lorp our God be with us, as he was with
our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake us:

58 That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk
in all his ways, and to keep his commandinents, and lis’
statutes, and his judgments, which he commanded our
fathers.

59 And let these my words, wherewith I have made
supplication before the Lorp, be nigh unto the Lorp
our God day and night, that he maintain the cause of
his servant, and the cause of his people Is'ra-el at all
times, as the matter shall require:

60 That all the people of the earth may know that
the Lorp is God, and that there i1s none else.

61 Let your heart therefore be perfect with the Lorp
our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his com-
mandments, as at this day.

62 And the king, and all Is'ra-el with him, offered
sacrifice before the Lorp.

63 And Sol'oomon offered a sacrifice of peace-offer-
ings, which he offered unto the Lorp, two and twenty
thousand oxen, and a hundred and twenty thousand
sheep. So the king and all the children of Is'ra-el ded-
icated the house of the Lorp.

JULY 23.
GoD’S PROMISE AND WARNING TO SoLoMmoN. 1 Kings ix, 1-9.

1 Anp it came to pass, when Sol’o-mon had finished
the building of the house of the Lorp, and the king’s
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house, and all Sol’o-mon’s desire which he was pleased
to do,

2 That the Lorp appeared to Sol'o-mon the second
time, as he had appeared unto him at Gib’e-on.

8 And the Lorp said unto him, I have heard thy
prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast made be-
fore me: I have hallowed this house, which thou hast
built, to put my name there forevel, and mine eyes
and mine heart shall be there perpetually.

4 And if thou wilt walk before me, as Da'vid thy
father walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness,
to do accmdmg to all that T have commanded thee, and
wilt keep my statutes and my judgments;

5 Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom
upon Is'ra-el forever, as I promised to Da’vid thy father,
saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne
of Is'ra-el.

6 But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or
your children, and will not keep my commandments
and my statutes which I have set before you, but go
and serve other gods, and worship them;

7 Then will T cut off Is'rael out of the land which I
have given them; and this house, which I have hal-
lowed for my name, will I cast out of my sight; and
Is'ra-el shall be a proverb and a by-word among all
people:

8 And at this house, which is high, every one that
passeth by it shall be astomshed and shall hiss; and
they shall say, Why hath the Loxp done thus unto this
land, and to this house ?

9 And they shall answer, Because they forsook the
Lorp their God, who broufrht forth their fathers out of
the land of L’O*ypt and have taken hold upon other
gods, and have worshiped them, and served them:
therefore hath the Lorp brought upon them all this
evil,
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JULY 24,
THE VISIT OF THE QUEEN OF SHEBA. 1 Kings x, 1-13.

1 Axp when the queen of She'ba heard of the fame
of Sol'o-mon concerning the name of the Lorbp, she

came to prove him with hard questions.

2 And she came to Jeru'salem with a very great
train, with camels that bare spices, and very much gold
and precious stones: and when she was come to Sol'o-
mon, she communed with him of all that was in her
heart.

3 And Sol’o-mon told her all her questions: there was
not any thing hid from the king, which he told her
not.

4 And when the queen of She'ba had seen all Sol'o-
mon’s wisdom, and the house that he had built,

5 And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his
servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their
apparel, and his cup-bearers, and his ascent by which
he went up unto the house of the Lorp; there was no
more spirit in her.

6 And she said to the king, It was a true report
that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy
wisdom,

7 IHowbeit I believed not the words, until I came,
and mine eyes had seen it; and, behold, the half was
not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the
fame which I heard.

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants,
which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy
wisdom.

9 Blessed be the Lorp thy God, which delighted in
thee, to set thee on the throne of Isra-el: because
the Lorp loved Is'ra-el forever, therefore made he thee
king, to do judgment and JUbtlce
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10 And she gave the king a hundred and twenty
talents of gold, and of spices very great store, and pre-
cious stones: there came no more such abundance of
spices as these which the queen of She'ba gave to king
Sol’o-mon.

11 And the navy also of Hi'ram, that brought gold
from O’phir, brought in from O phn great plenty of
almug-trees, and precious stones,

12 And the king made of the almug-trees pillars for
the house of the Lorbp, and for the king’s house, harps
also and psalteries f01 singers : there came no suc
almug-trees, nor were seen unto this day.

18 And king Sol'o-mon gave unto the queen of
She'ba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, besides that
which Sol’o-mon gave her of his royal bounty So she
turned and went to her own country, she and her
servants.

JULY 25.
GIVE THE KING THY JUDGMENTS. Psa. 1xxii.
1 Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy

righteousness unto the king’s son.

2 He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and
thy poor with ]udgment

8 The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and
the little hills, by lltrhteouqneSs

4 He shall ]udge “the poor of the people, he shall
save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces
the oppressor.

5 They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon

endure, throughout all generations.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown
grass : as showers that water the earth.

7 In his days shall the righteous flourish; and
abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth,
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8 Ile shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and
from the river unto the ends of the earth.

9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before
him; and his enemies shall lick the dust.

10 The kings of Tar'shish and of the isles shall bring
presents: the kings of She'ba and Se'ba shall offer
gifts.

11 Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all
nations shall serve him,

12 For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth;
the poor also, and him that hath no helper.

13 He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save
the souls of the needy.

14 He shall redeem their soul from deceit and
violence: and precious shall their blood be in his
sight.

15 And he shall live, and to him shall be given of
the gold of She’ba: prayer also shall be made for him
continually ; and daily shall he be praised.

16 There shall be a handful of corn in the earth upon
the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake
like Leb'a-non : and they of the city shall flourish like
grass of the earth. ‘

17 Iis name shall endure forever: his name shall
he continued as long as the sun: and men shall be
blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed.

18 Blessed be the Lorp God, the God of Is'ra-el,
who only doeth wondrous things.

19 And blessed be his glorious name forever: and
let the whole earth be filled with his glory.  Amen, and
Amen.

20 The prayers of Da'vid the son of Jes'se are
ended.
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JULY 26.
THE WAY oF WispoM. Prov.i, 7-19.

7 Tue fear of the Lowp is the beginning of knowl-
edge : but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and for-
sake not the law of thy mother:

9 For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy
head, and chains about thy neck.

10 My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.

11 If they ay, Come with us, let us lay wait for
blood, let us luxk privily for the mmnocent without
cause:

12 Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and
whole, as those that go down into the pit :

13 We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill
our houses with spoil:

14 Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one
purse :

15 My son, walk not thou in the way with them;
refrain thy foot, from their patn:

16 For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed
blood.

17 Surely in vain the net is spread in the sxo'ht of
any bird.

18 And they lay wait for their own blood ; they lurk
prlvdy for their own lives.

19 So are the ways of every one that is greedy of
gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof.

JULY 27.
THE PROSPERITY OF WISDOM. Prov. iii, 1-10.

1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine'heart
keep my commandments:
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2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall
they add to thee.

3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them
about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine
heart :

4 So shalt thou find favor and good understanding
in the sight of God and man.

5 Trust in the Lorp with all thine heart: ; and lean
not unto thine own understanding.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths.

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lorp,
and depart from evil.

8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy
bones

9 Honor the Lorp with thy substance, and with the
first-fruits of all thine increase:

10 So shall thy barns be filled' with plenty, and thy
presses shall burst out with new wine.

JULY 28.

THE VALUE oF WiIspoM. Prov. iii, 11-22.

11 My son, despise not the chastening of the Lorp;
neither be weary of his correction :

12 For whom the Lorp loveth he correcteth ; even
as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the
‘man that rrefteth understanding :

14 For the merchandise of 1t 18 better than the mer-
chandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.

15 She 1s m01e precious than rubies: and all the
things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto

her.
17
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16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her
left hand riches and honor. ‘

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her
paths are peace.

18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon
her: and happy is every one that retaineth her.

19 The Lorp by wisdom hath founded the earth;
by understanding hath he established the heavens.

20 By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and
the clouds drop down the dew.

21 My son, let not them depart from thine eyes : keep
sound wisdom and discretion :

22 So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to
thy neck.

JULY 209,
THE Two PATHS. Prov. iv, 7-18.

7 Wispox is the principal thing ; therefore get wis-
dom: and with all thy getting get understanding.

8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall
bring thee to honor, when thou dost embrace her.

9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace:
a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.

10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and
the years of thy life shall be many.

11 I have taught thee in the way of wisdom ; I have
led thee in right paths.

12 When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened,
and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble.

13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go:
keep her; for she is thy life.

14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not
in the way of evil men.

15 Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass
away.
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16 For they sleep not, except they have done mis-
chief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause
some to fall.

17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink
the wine of violence.

18 But the path of the just is as the shining light,
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.

JULY 30.
INTEMPERANCE. Prov. xxiii, 29-35.

29 Wuo hath woe? who hath sorrow ? who hath
contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds
without cause? who hath redness of eyes?

80 They that tarry long at the wine ; they that go to
seek mixed wine.

81 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it

iveth his color in the cup, when it moveth itself aright.

32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth
like an adder.

33 Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine
heart shall utter perverse things.

34 Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the
midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a
mast.

35 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was
not sick ; they have beaten me, and I felt 1t not: when
shall I awake? 1 will seek it yet again.

JULY J31.
THE WHOLE DuTY oF MAN. Eecel. xii.

1 ReMEMBER now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw
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nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in
them ;

2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the
stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the
rain:

8 In the day when the keepers of the house shall
tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and
the grinders cease because they are few, and those that
look out of the windows be darkened,

4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when
the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at
the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of music
shall be brought low;

5 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is
high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond-
tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a bur-
den, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his
long home, and the mourners go about the streets:

6 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden
bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fount-
ain, or the wheel broken at the cistern.

7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.

8 Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher; all is
vanity.

9 And moreover, because the Preacher was wise,
he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave
good heed, and sought out, and set in order many

roverbs.

10 The Preachersought to find out acceptable words:
and that which was written was upright, even words of
truth.

11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails
fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given
from one shepherd.

12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished:
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of making many books there is no end ; and much study
is a weariness of the flesh.

13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the
whole duty of man.

14 For God shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether
it be evil.
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AUGUST 1.

THE ANQINTING BY MARY. Johmn xii, 1-8.

1 Tuex Je'sus six days before the passover came to
Beth’a-ny, where Laz'a-rus was which had been dead,
whom he raised from the dead.

2 There they made him a supper; and Mar'tha served :
but Laz'a-rus was one of them that sat at the table
with him.

8 Then took Ma'ry a pound of ointment of spikenard,
very costly, and anointed the feet of Je’sus, and wiped
his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with
the odor of the ointment.

4 Then saith one of the disciples, Ju'das Is-car’i-ot,
Si'mon’s son, which should betray him, |

5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred
pence, and given to the poor?

6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but
because he was a thief, and had the bag, a nd bare what
was put therein.

7 Then said Je'sus, Let her alone ; against the day of
my burying hath she kept this.

8 For the poor always ye have with you ; but me ye
have not always.

AUGUST 2.

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY. Matt. xxi, 1-11.

1 Axp when they drew nigh unto Jeru’sa-lem, and
were come to Beth-pha’ge, unto the mount of Ol'ives,
then sent Je'sus two disciples,
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2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over against
you, and str aightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt
With her: loose them, and bring them unto me.

3 And if any man say aught unto you, ye shall say,
The Lord hath need of them ; and straightway he w il
send them.

4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the pr ophet saym(r

5 Tell ye the daughter of Zi'on, Behold, thy King
cometh unto thee, meek and s1tt1n0' upon an ass, and a
colt the foal of an ass. k

6 And the disciples went, and did as Je’sus com-
manded them,

7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on
them their clothes, and they set him thereon.

8 And a very great multitude spread their garments
in the way; others cut down branches from the trees,
and strewed them in the way.

9 And the multitudes that went before, and that fol-
lowed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of Da/vid:
Blessed is he that cometh in the uame of the Lo ;
Hosanna in the highest.

10 And when he was come into Je- ru'salem, all the
city was moved, saying, Who is this?

11 And the multitude said, This is Je'sus the prophet
of Naz'a-reth of Gali-lee.

AUGUST 3.
THE BARREN FIG-TREE. MARK xi, 12-24.

12 Axp on the morrow, when they had come from
Beth’a-ny, he was hungry:

13 And seeing a fig-tree afar off having leaves, he
came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and
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when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for
the time of figs was not yet.

14 And Je'sus answered and said unto it, No man
eat fruit of thee hereafter forever. And his disciples
heard it. '

15 And they come to Jeru'salem: and Je'sus went
into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold
and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of
the money-changers, and the seats of them that sold
doves;

16 And would not suffer that any man should carry
any vessel through the temple.

17 And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not writ-
ten, My house shall be called of all nations the house
of prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves.

18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and
sought how they might destroy him: for they feared
him, because all the people was astonished at his doc-
trine.

19 And when even was come, he went out of the
city.

20 And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw
the fig-tree dried up from the roots. : :

21 And Pe'ter calling to remembrance saith unto him,
Master, behold, the fig-tree which thou cursedst is
withered away. }

22 And Je'sus answering saith unto them, Have faith
in God. .

23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall
say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou
cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but
shall believe that those things which he saith shall come
to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.

24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and
ye shall have them.
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AUGUST 4.
THE WICKED HUSBANDMEN. Mark xii, 1-12.

1 Axp he began to speak unto them by parables. A
certain man planted a vineyard, and set a hedge about it,
and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and
let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country.

2 And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a
servant, that he might receive from the husbandmen of
the fruit of the vineyard.

8 And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him
away empty.

4 And again he sent unto them another servant ; and
at him they cast stones, and wounded him in the head,
and sent him away shamefully handled.

5 And again he sent another; and him they killed,
and many others; beating some, and killing some.

6 Having yet therefore one son, his well beloved, he
sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence
my son.

7 But those husbandmen said among themselves,
This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inherit-
ance shall be ours.

8 And they took him, and killed him, and cast him
out of the vineyard.

9 What shall therefore the lord of the vineyard do?
he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will
give the vineyard unto others.

10 And have ye not read this Scripture; The stone
which the builders rejected is become the head of the
corner:

11 This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous
in our eyes?

12 And they sought to lay hold on him, but feared the
people: for they knew that he had spoken the parable
against them : and they left him, and went their way.
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AUGUST 5.
THE GREAT COMMANDMENT. Mark xii, 28-37.

28 Axp one of the scribes came, and having heard
them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had
answered them well, asked him, Which is the first com-
mandment of all ¢

29 And Je'sus answered him, The first of all the com-
mandments is, Hear, O Is'ra-el; The Lord our God is
one Lord:

80 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all all thy soul, and with all thy
mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first com-
mandment.

81 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other com-
mandment greater than these.

82 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou
hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is
none other but he:

33 And to love him with all the heart, and with all
the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all
the strength, and to love his neighbor as himself, is more
than all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices.

34 And when Je'sus saw that he answered discreetly,
he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of
God. And no man after that durst ask him any question.

85 And Je'sus answered and said, while he taught
in the temple, How say the scribes that Christ is the
son of Da'vid ?

36 For Da’vid himself said by the Holy Ghost, The
Lorp said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till
I make thine enemies thy footstool.

87 Da'vid therefore himself calleth him Lord; and
whence is he then hisson? And the common people
heard him gladly.
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AUGUST 6.
THE LAST TEACHINGS IN THE TEMPLE. Matt. xxiii, 1-12.

1 TueEN spake Je'sus to the multitude, and to his
disciples,

2 Saymg, The scubes and the Phari-sees sit in
Mo'ses’ seat:

3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that
observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for
they say, and do not.

4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be
borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they
themselves will not move themm with one of their
fingers.

5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men :
they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the
borders of their garments,

6 And love the uppeunost rooms at feasts, and
the chief seats in the synagogues,

7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of
men, Rab’bi, Rab'b1.

8 But be not ye called Rab'bi: for one is your Mas-
ter, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.

9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for
one 1s your Father, which is in heaven.

10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your
Master, even Christ,

11 But he that is greatest among you shall be your
servant.

12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be
abased ; and he that shall humble himself shall be ex-
alted.
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AUGUST 7.
TRIBULATIONS FoRETOLD. Mark xiii, 1-13.

1 Axp as he went out of the temple, one of his dis-
ciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones
and what buildings are here !

2 And Je'sus answering said unto him, Seest thou
these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone
upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

3 And as he sat upon the mount of Ol'ives, over
against the temple, Pe'ter and James and J ohn and
An'drew asked him privately,

4 Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall
be the sign ‘when all these things shall be fulfilled ?

5 And Je'sus answering them began to say, Take
heed lest any man deceive you:

6 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and shall deceive many.

7 And when ye shall hear of wars and rumors of
wars, be ye not troubled: for'such things must needs
be; bust the end shall not be yet.

8 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in
divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles:
these are the beginnings of sorrows.

9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver
you up to councils: and in the synagogues ye shall be
beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and
kings for my sake, for a testimony against them.

10 And the gospel must first be published among all
natlons.

11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you
up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak,
neither do ye premedltate but whatsoever shall be
given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye
that speak, but the Holy Ghost.
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12 Now the brother shall betray the brother to
death, and the father the son; and children shall rise
up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put
to death.

13 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s
sake : but he that shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved.

\

AUGUST 8.
THE COMMAND TO WATcH. Mark xiii, 28-37.

28 Now learn a parable of the fig-tree: When her
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye
know that summer is near:

29 So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these
things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the
doors.

80 Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall
not pass, till all these things be done.

31 Heaven and earth shall pass away : but my words
shall not pass away.

32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man,
no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son
but the Father.

33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not
when the time is.

34 For the Son of man is as a man taking a far jour-
ney, who left his house, and gave authont) to his serv-
ants, and to every man his w ork, and commanded the

orter to watch.

85 Watch ye therefore : for ye know not when the
master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or
at the cock-crowing, or in the morning :

36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping.

37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.
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AUGUST O,
TEE TEN VIRGINS. Matt. xxv, 1-13.

1 TreN shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto
ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to
meet the bridegroom.

2 And five of them were wise, and five were
foolish.

8 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took
no oil with them :

4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their
lamps. _

5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered
and slept.

6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold,
the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.

7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their
lamps.

8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your
oil; for our lamps are gone out.

9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there
be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them
that sell, and buy for yourselves.

10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom
came ; and they that were ready went in with him to
the marriage : and the door was shut.

11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying,
Lord, Lord, open to us.

12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you,
I know you not.

13 Watch therefore ; for ye know neither the day
nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
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AUGUST 10.
THE LAST JUDGMENT. Matt. xxv, 3146.

31 Wuex the Son of man shall come in his glory, and
all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory:

32 And before him shall be gathered all nations :
and he shall separate them one from another, as a
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but
the goats on the left.

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king-
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world :

35 For I was a-hungered, and ye gave me meat: I
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger,
and ye took me in:

36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye
visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto
me,

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord,
when saw we thee a-hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty,
and gave thee drink?

38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in?
or naked, and clothed thee?

39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came
unto thee?

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them,
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto me.

41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre-
pared for the devil and his angels:
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42 For I was a-hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I
was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:

43 T was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked,
and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye
visited me not. ‘

44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord,
when saw we thee a-hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto
thee ?

45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say
unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least
of these, ye did it not to me.

46 And these shall go away into everlasting punish-
ment: but the righteous into life eternal.

AUGUST 11.

THE LAST SUPPER. Mark xiv, 12-25.

12 Axp the first day of unleavened bread, when they
killed the passover, his disciples said unto him, Where
wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat
the passover ?

13 And he sendeth forth two of hisdisciples, and saith
unto them, Go ye into the city, and there shall meet
you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him.

14 And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the good-
man of the house, The Master saith, Where is the guest-
chamber, where I shall eat the passover with my dis-
ciples ?

15 And he will show you a large upper room fur-
nished and prepared: there make ready for us.

16 And his disciples went forth, and came into the
city, and found as he had said unto them: and they
made ready the passover.
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17 And in the evening he cometh with the tielve.

18 And as they sat and did eat, Je'sus said, Verily 1
say unto you, One of you which eateth with me shall
betray me.

19 And they began to be sorrowful, and to say unto
him one by one, Is 1t I? and another said, Is 1t 12

20 And he answered and said unto them, It 1s one of
the twelve, that dippeth with me in the dish.

21 The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of
him : but woe to that man by whom the Son of man 1s
betrayed ! good were it for that man if he had never
been born.

22 And as they did eat, Je'sus took bread, and
blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said, Take,
eat; this 1s my body.

23 And he took the cup, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them: and they all drank of it.

24 And hesaid unto them, This is my blood of the new
testament, which 1s shed for many.

25 Vellly I say unto you, I will drink no more ot
the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new
in the kingdom of God.

AUGUST 12.

WASHING THE DiscipLES’ FEET. John xiii, 1-15.

1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Je'sus
knew that his hour was come that he should depart out
of this world unto the Father, having loved his own
which were in the world, he loved then: unto the end.

2 And supper being ended the devil havmg now
put into the heart of Jwdas Is-car -ot, Si-mon’s son, to
betray him;

3 Je'sus Lnowuw that the IFather had given all things
18
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into his hands, and that he was come from God, and
went to God ;

4 e riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments ;
Lmd took a towel, and girded himself.

5 After that he poureth water into a basin, and be-
gan to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with
the towel wherewith he was glrded.

6 Then cometh he to Si'mon Pe'ter: and Pe'ter saith
unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet?

7 Je'sus answered and said unto him, What I do thou
knowest not now ; but thou shalt know hereafter.

§ Pe'ter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my
feet. Je'sus answered hlm If T wash thee not, thou
hast no part with me.

9 St'mon Pe'ter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet
only, but also my hands and my head.

10 Je'sus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not
save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye
are clean, but not all.

11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore
said he, Ye are not all clean.

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken
his garments, and was set down again, he said unto
them, Know ye what I have done to }ou2 '

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well;
for so I am.

14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed
your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.

15 For I have given you an example, that ye should
do as I have done to you.

- 1
AUGUST 13.
THE MANY MANSIONS. John xiv, 1-13.

1 Ler not your heart be troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in me.
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2 In my TFather’s house are many mansions: if it
were not o, I would have told you. I go to preparea
place for you.

3 And if T go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself’; that where I
am, there ye may be also.

4 And “whither . I go ye know, and the way ye
]\now

5 Thom'as saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither
thou goest; and how can we know the way ?

6 Je'sus saith unto him, Tam the way, the tr uth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by
me.

7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my
Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and
have seen him.

8 Phil'ip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father,
and it sufficeth us.

9 Je'sus saith unto him, Have I been so long time
with you, and yet hast thou not known nie, PhLil’ ip?
he thut hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how
sayest thou then, Show us the Father?

10 Believest thou not that I am in the IFather, and
the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I
speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in
me, he doeth the works.

11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Ifa-
ther in me: or else believe me for the yvery works’
sake.

12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ile that beheveth
onme, the works tlmt I do shall he do also; and greater
works than these shall he do; because I’ go unto my
Father.

13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that
will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the
Son.
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AUGUST 14.
THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES. John xv, 1-15.

1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husband-
ran.

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away: and every branch that beareth frait, he
purgeth 1it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

8 Now ye are clean through the word which I have
spoken unto you.

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch can-
not bear fruit of itself except 1t abide in the vine; no
more can ye, except ye abide In me.

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that
abideth in me, and T in him, the same bringeth forth
much fruit; for without me ye can do nothlug

6 If a man abide not in me, he 1s cast forth as a
branch, and 1s withered ; and men gather them, and
cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

8 Herein is my father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples.

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved
you: continue ye in my love.

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in

love; even as 1 have kept my Father’s command-
ments and abide in his love,

11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be
full.

12 This is my commandment, That ye love one an-
other, as I have loved you.

13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends.
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14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I com-
mand you.

15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the serv-
ant knoweth not what his lord doeth : but I have called
you friends; for all things that I have heard of my
Father I have made known unto you.

AUGUST 1S5

THE PROMISE OF THE COMFORTER. John xvi, 1-13.

]

1 Tuese things have I spoken unto you, that ye
should not be offended.

2 They shall put you out of the synagogues; yea,
the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you Swill think
that he doeth God service.

- 8 And these things will they do unto you, because
they have not known the Father, nor me.

4 But these things have I told you, that when the
time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of
them. And these things I said not unto you at the be-
ginning, because I was with you.

5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and
none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou ?

6 But because I have said these things unto you, sor-
row hath filled your heart.

7 NeverthelessI tell youthe truth; Itisexpedient for
you that I go away : forif I go not aw ay, the Comforter
will not come unto you; butif I depart, I will send
him unto you.

8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world
of sin, and of rlghteousness and of judgment :

9 Of sin, because they believe not on me;

10 Of nfrhteousness because I go to my bathex and
ye see me no More ;
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11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is
judged.

12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye
cannot bear them now.

18 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of
himself ; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak : and he will show you things to come.

AUGUST 16.
THE PRAYER OF CHRIST. John xvii, 1-11,

1 Turse words spake Je'sus, and lifted up his eyes
to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify
thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that
he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given
him.

3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God, and Je'sus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.

4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished
the work which thou gavest me to do.

5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine
own self with the glory which I had with thee before
the world was.

6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which
thou gavest me out of the world : thine they were, and
thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.

7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever
thou hast given me are of thee.

8 For I have given unto them the words which thou
gavest me; and they have received them, and have
known surely that I came out from thee, and they
have believed that thou didst send me.
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9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but
for them which thou Last given me ; for they are thine.

10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and
I am glorified in them.

11 And now I am no more in the world, but these
are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy FFather,
keep through thine own name those whom thou hast
given me, that they may be one, as we are.

AUGUST 17.
THE AGONY IN THE GARDEN. Matt. xxvi, 36-46.

36 Tuex cometh Je'sus with them unto a place called
Geth-sem’a-ne, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here,
while I go and pray yonder.

37 And he took with him Pe'ter and the two sons
of Zeb'e-dee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.

38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding
sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch
with me.

39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face,
and prayed, saying, O my Father, if 1t be possible, let
this cup pass from me: nevelthe]ess not as I will, but
as thou wilt.

40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth
them asleep, and saith unto Pe’ter, What, could ye not
watch with me one hour?

41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta-
tion : the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

42 Ile went away again the second time, and prayed,
saying, O my Father, 1if this cup may not pass away
from me, except I dr ink it, thy will be done.

43 And he came and found them asleep again : for
their eyes were heavy.
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44 And he left them, and went away again, and
prayed the third time, saying the same words.

45 Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto
them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the
hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners. .

46 Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that
doth betray me.

AUGUST 18.
THE BETRAYAL. John xviii, 1-13.

1 Wuey Je'sus had spoken these words, he went
forth with his disciples over the brook Ce'dron, where
was agarden,into the which he entered, and his disciples.

2 And Ju das also, which bet:ayed him, knew the
place: for Je'sus ofttlmes resorted thither with his dis-
ciples.

8 Ju'das then, having received a band of men and
officers from the chief priests and Phar'isees, cometh
thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.

4 Je'sus therefore, knowing all things -that should
come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom
seek ye ?

5 They answered him, Je'sus of Naz' a-reth.  Je'sus
saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which be-
trayed him, stood with them.

6 As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he,
they went backward, and fell to the ground.

7 Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And
they said, Je'sus of Naz’ a-reth.

8 Je'sus answered, I have told you that I am he: if
therefore ye seek me, let these go their way :

9 That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake,
Ot them which thou gavest me have I lost none.
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10 Then Si'mon Pe'ter having a sword drew it, and
smote the high-priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear.
The servant’s name was Mal'chus,

11 Then said Je'sus unto Pe’ter, Put up thy sword
into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given
me, shall I not dink 1t ?

12 Then the band and the captain and officers of
the Jews took Je'sus, and bound him,

13 And led him away to Anmas first; for he was
father-in-law to Cai'a-phas, which was the high-priest
that same year.

AUGUST 10.
JESUS BEFORE THE HIGH-PRIEST. Matt. xxvi, 58-66. .

58 Bur Pe'ter followed him afar off unto the high-
priest’s palace, and went in, and sat with the selvants
to see the end.

59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the
council, sought false witness against Je'sus, to put him
to death;

60 But found none: yea, though many false wit-
nesses came, yet found they none. At the last came
two false w ltllQSSG\,

61 And sad, This fellow said, I am able to destroy
the temple of God, and to build it in three days.

62 And the high-priest arose, and said unto him,
Answerest thou nothing? what 1is it which these wit-
ness against thee?

63 But Je'sus held his peace.  And the high-priest
answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the liv-
ing God, that thou tell us whether thou Dbe the Christ,
the Son of God.

64 Je'sus saith unto him, Thou hast said: neverthe-
less T say unto you, IHercafter shall ye see the Son of
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man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in
the clouds of heaven:

65 Then the high-priest rent his clothes, saying, He
hath spoken blasphemy ; what further need have we of
witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.

66 What think ye? They answered and said, He is
guilty of death.

AUGUST 20.
JESUS BEFORE PILATE. John xviii, 28-40.

28 THEN led they Je'sus from Cai’a-phas unto the
hall of judgment: and it was early; and they them-
selves went not into the judgment-hall, lest they should
be defiled ; but that they might eat the passover.

29 Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What
accusation bring ye against this man?

30 They answered and said unto him, If he were not
a malefactor, we would not have delivered him up
unto thee. '

31 Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and
judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore
said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to
death :

32 That the saying of Je’sus might be fulfilled, which
lie spake, signifying what death he should die.

33 Then Pi'late entered into the judgment-hall again,
and called Je’sus, and said unto him, Art thou the King
of the Jews ?

34 Je'sus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of
thyself, or did others tell it thee of me ?

35 Prlate answered, Am I a Jew ¢ Thine own nation
and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me:
what hast thou done?

36 Je'sus answered, My kingdom is not of this world :
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if my kingdom were of this world, then would my
servants fight, that I should not be delivered to tlie
Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

37 Pilate therefore said uuto him, Art thou a king
then? Je'sus answered, Thou sayest that T am a king.
To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into
the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.
Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.

38 Pi'late zaith unto him, What is truth 2 And when
e had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and
saith unto them, I find i him no fault at all.

39 But ye have a custom, that I should release unto
yvou one at the passover: will ye therefore that I release
unto you the King of the Jews ?

40 Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man,

but Ba-rab’bas. Now Ba-rab’bas was a robber.

AUGUsT Z21.

JESUS BEFORE HEROD. Luke xxiii, 4-12.

4 Tuex said Pi'late to the chief priests and to the
people I find no fault in this man.

5 And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth
up the people, teaching l:hr'ourrhout all Jew'ry, begin-
ning from Gall-lee to this p]ace

6 When Pi'late heard of Gal'i-lee, he asked whether
the man were a Gali-le'an.

7 And as soon as he knew that he helonged unto
Her'od’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Iler’od, who him-
self also was at Je-ru’sa-lem at that time.

8 And when Iler'od saw Je'sus, he was exceeding
clad: for he was desirous to see hun of a long season
becausc he had heard many things of him; and he
hoped to have seen some miracle done by hlm
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9 Then he questioned with him in many words ; but
he answered him nothing,

10 And the chief priests and scribes stood and ve-
hemently accused him.

11 And Her'od with his men of war set him at
nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gor-
geous robe, and sent him again to Pilate.

12 And the same day Pilate and Her'od were made
friends together; for before they were at enmity be-
tween themselves,

AUGUST 22.
JESUS’ CruciFiED. Matt. xxvii, 24-35.

24 WaeN Pi'late saw that he could prevail nothing,
but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and
washed his hands before the multltude saying, T am
innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.

25 Then answered the people, and said, His blood
be on us, and on our children.

96 Then released he Barabbas unto them: and
when he had scourged Je'sus, he delivered him to be
crucified.

27 'Then the soldiers of the governor took Je'sus into
the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole
band of soldiers.

28 And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet
robe.

29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns,
they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right band:
and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him,
saying, Hail, King of the Jews!

30 And they ap1t upon him, and took the reed, and
smote him on the head.

31 And after that they had mocked him, they took
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the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him,
and led him away to crucity him,

32 And as they dame out, they found a man of Cy-
re'ne, Si'mon by name : him they compelled to bear the
Cross,

33 And when they were come unto a place called
Gol'goth-a, that is to say, a place of a skull,

34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with
gall : and when he had tasted thereof, he would not
drink.

35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments,
casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was
5poken by the prophet, l‘hey parted his garments
among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.

AUGUST 23.
THE DEATH ON THE Cross. John xix, 19-30.

19 Axp Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross.
And the writing was, JE'SUS OF NAZ'A-RETII THE
KING OF THE JEWS,

20 This title then read many of the Jews; for the
place where Je'sus was crucified was nigh to the city :
and 1t was written in IHe'brew, and Gr eek and Lat'in.

21 Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pi'late,
Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I
am King of the Jews,

99 Pilate answered, What I have written I have
written.

23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Je'sus,
took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier
a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without
seam, woven from the top throughout.

24 They said therefore among themselves, Let us not
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rend 1t, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the
Scrlptu]e might be fu]ﬁllcd which saith, They parted
my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did
cast Jots. These thm(rs therefore the soldiers did.

95 Now there stood by the cross of Je'sus his mother,
and his mother’s sister, Ma'ry the wife of Cle'o-pas, and
Ma'ry Mag-da-le'ne.

26 When Je'sus therefore saw his mother, and the
disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his
mother, Woman, behold thy son!

27 Then said he to the disciple, Behold thy mother !
And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own
home.

28 After this, Je'sus knowing that all things were
now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled,
saith, I thirst.

29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and
they filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it upon hys-
sop, and put 1t to his mouth.

80 When Je'sus therefore had received the vinegar,
be said, It is finished : and he bowed his head, and gave
up the ghost

AUGUST 24,
THE BURIAL. Matt. xxvii, 51-61.

51 Axp, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in
twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did
quake, and the rocks rent ;

52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies
of the saints which slept arose,

53 And came out of the graves after his resurrec-
tion, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto
many.

54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with
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him, watching Je'sus, saw the earthquake, and those
fhm(rs that were done they feared greatly, saying,
Tr nly this was the Son of God.

55 And many women were there beholding afar off,
which followed Je'sus from Gal'i-lee, ministering unto
him:

56 Among which was Ma'ry Mag-da-le'ne, and Ma'ry
the mother of James and Jo’ses, and the mother of Zely-
e-dee’s children.

57 When the even was come, there came a rich man
of Ar-i-ma-the’a, named Joseph, who also himself was
Je'sus’ disciple:

58 IIe went to Prlate, and hegged the body of Je'sus.
Then Pi'late commanded the body to be delivered.

59 And when Jo'seph had taken the body, he wrapped
1t in a clean linen cloth,

60 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had
hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to
the door of the sepulcher, and departed.

61 And there was Ma'ry Mag-da-le'ne, and the other
Ma'ry, sitting over against the sepulcher.

AUGUST 25.
THE RESURRECTION. Matt. xxviii, 1-8.

1 In the end of the sabbath, as it hegan to dawn
toward the first day of the week, came Ma'ry Mag-da-
le'ne and the other Ma'ry to see the sepulcher.

2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for
the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and
came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat
upon it.

3 IIis countenance was like lightning, and his rai-
ment white as snow :
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4* And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and
became as dead men.

5 And the angel answered and said unto the women,
Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Je'sus, which was
crucified. :

6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come,
see the place where the Lord lay.

7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is
risen from the dead ; and,behold, he goeth before you into
Gaal'i-lee ; there shall ye see him : lo I have told you.

8 And they departed quickly from the sepulcher
with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his dis-
ciples word.

AUGUST 26.

JESUS AND MARY MAGDALENE. John ix, 11-18.

11 Bur Ma'ry stood without at the sepulcher weep-
ing: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked
into the sepulcher.

12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one
at the head, and the other at the feet, Whe1e the body
of Je'sus had lain.

13 And they say unto her, Woman, why sweepest
thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid
bim.

14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself
back, and saw Je'sus standing, and knew not that it
was Je'sus.

15 Je'sus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou?
whom seekest thou? She, supposmg him to be the gar-
dener, saith unto him, Sir, if thoun have borne him
hence tell me where thou hast laid him, and 1 will
take him away.
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16 Je'sus saith unto her, Ma'ry. She turned herself,
and saith unto him, Rab-bo'ni; which is to say, Master.

17 Je'sus saith unto her, Touch me not ; for I am not
yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and
say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your
Father ; and to my God, and your God.

18 Ma'ry Mag-da-leme came and told the disciples
that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken
these things unto her.

AUGUST 27,
ON THE WAY To EMMAUS. Luke xxiv, 13-32.

13 Axp, behold, two of them went that same day
to a village called Em’'ma-us, which was from Je-ru'sa-
lem about threescore furlongs.

14 And they talked together of all these things
which had happened.

15 And 1t came to pass, that, while they communed
together and reasoned, Je'sus himself drew near, and
went with them.

16 But their eyes were holden that they should not
know him.

17 And he said unto them, What manner of com-
munications are these that ye have one to another, as
ye walk, and are sad?

18 And the one of them, whose name was Cle’o-pas, an-
swering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Je-
ru’sa-lem, and hast not known the things which are
come to pass there in these days?

19 And he said unto them, What things? And
they said unto him, Concerning Je'sus of Naz'a-reth,
which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people:

20 And how the chief priests and our rulers deliv-
19
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ered him to be condemned to death; and have crueified
him.

21 Bub we trusted that it had been he which should
have redeemed Israel: and besides all thig, to-day 1s
the third sinee these things were done.

29 Yea, and certain women also of our company
made us astonished; which were early at the sep-
ulcher;

23 And when they found not his hody, they eame,
saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which
sard that he was alive,

24 And certam of them wlieh were with us went
to the sepulcher, and found it even so as the women
had said : but him they saw not.

25 Then sad he unto them, O fools, and slow of
heart to believe all that the p oph( ts have spoken:

26 Ought not Christ to have suflered these things,
and to enter nto Iny glory ?

27 And beginning at Mo'ses and all the prophets,
he expounded unto thenin all the Seriptures the things
concerning himself,

28 An(l they drew nigh unto the village, whither
they went @ and he made as though he would have gone
1mthol.

) But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us;
for 1L 18 toward cevening, and the (lny i3 far spent.
And he went in to tarry Cwith then.

30 And it came to pass; as he sab ab meat with them,
he took bread, and blessed if, and hrake, and gave to
them,

31 And there eyes were opened, and they knew him g
and he vanished out of their sight.

32 And they said one to -mo(lwl' Did not our heart
burn within us, while he  talked w1(,|1 us by the way,
and while he opened to us the Seriptures?
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AUGUST 28.

THE RISEN CHRIST AND THE DIscIPLES. Luke xxiv, 33-44.

33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned
to Jeru'sa-lem, and found the eleven gatheled together,
and them that were with them,

34 Saying, The ILord is risen indeed, and hath ap-
peared to Si'mon.

35 And they told what things were done in the
way, and how he was known of them in breaking of
bread.

36 And as they thus spake, Je'sus himself stood in
the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto
you.

37 But they were terrified and affrighted, and sup-
posed that they had seen a spirit.

38 And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled ?
and why do thoughts arise in your hearts ?

39 Behold my bands and my feet, that it 1s I myself :
handle me and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and
bones, as ye see me have,

40 And when he had thus spoken, he showed them
his hands and his feet.

41 And while they yet believed not for joy, and
wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any
meat ?

42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and
of a honey-comb.

43 And he took it and did eat before them.

44 And he said unto them, These are the words
which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you,
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in
the law of Mo’ ses, and 1n the prophets, and in the
psalms, concerning me.
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AUGUST 20,
THE RISEN CHRIST AND THoMAS. John xx, 24-31.

24 But Thom'as, one of the twelve, called Did'y-mus,
was not with them when Je'sus came.

25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We
have seen the Lord. DBut he said unto them, Except
I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put
my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand
into his side, I will not believe.

96 And after eight days again his dlSClples were
within, and Thom’as with them: then came Je'sus, the
doors belng shut, and stood in the midst, and sald
Peace be unto you.

27 Then saith he unto Thom'as, Reach hither thy
finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy
hand, and thrust it into my 31de and be not falthless
but behevmg

98 And Thom'as answered and said unto him, My
Lord and my God.

29 Je'sus salth unto him, Thom'as, because thou hast
seen me, thou hast believed : blessed are they that
have not seen, and yet have believed.

30 And many other signs truly did Je'sus in the pres-
ence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.

31 But these are written, that ye might believe that
Je'sus is the Christ, the Son of God : and that believe-
ing ye might have Tife through his name.

AUGUST 30.
AT THE SEA OF GALILEE. John xxi, 4-17.

4 Bur when the morning was now come, Je'sus stood
on the shore; but the disciples knew not that it was
Je'sus.
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5 Then Je'sus saith unto them, Children, have ye any
meat? They answered him, No.

6 And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right
side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast there-
fore, and now they were not able to draw it for the
multitude of fishes.

7 Therefore that disciple whom Je'sus loved saith
unto Pe'ter, It is the Lord. Now when Si'mon Pe'ter
heard that 1t was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto
him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.

8 And the other disciples came in a little ship, (for
they were not far from land, but as it were two hun-
dred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes.

9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw
afire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.

10 Je'sus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which
ye have now caught.

11 Si'mon Pe'ter went up, and drew the net to land
full of great fishes, a hundred and fifty and three: and
for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.

12 Je'sus saith unto them, Come and dine. And
none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou?
knowing that it was the Lord.

13 Je'sus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth
them, and fish likewise.

14 This is now the third time that Je'sus showed
himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the
dead.

15 So when they had dined, Je'sus saith to Si'mon
Pe'ter, Si'mon, son of Jo'nas, lovest thou me more than
these ¢ He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest
that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.

16 He saith to him again the second time, Si'mon,
son of Jo'mas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him,
Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. Ile saith
unto him, Feed my sheep.
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17 He saith unto him the third time, Si‘mon, son of
Jo'nas, lovest thou me? Pe'ter was grieved because he
said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And
he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things ; thou
knowest that I love thee. Je'sus saith unto him, Feed
my sheep.

AUGUST 31,

THE ASCENSION. Luke xxiv, 44-53.

44 And he saild unto them, These are the words
which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that
all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the
law of Mo'ses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms,
concerning me.

45 Then opened he their understanding, that they
might understand the Scriptures,

46 And said unto them, Thus it is ertten and thus
it behooved Christ to suﬁel and to rise from the dead
the third day:

47 And that repentance and remission of sins should
be preached in his name among all nations, beginning
at Je-ru'sa-lem,

48 And ye are witnesses of these things.

49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father
upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Je-ru'sa-lem, until
ye be endued with power from on high,

50 And he led them out as far as to Beth'a-ny, and
he lifted up his hands, and blessed them.

51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he
was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.

52 And they Worshlped him, and returned to Je-
ru'sa-lem with great joy:

53 And were continually in the temple, praising and
blessing God. Amen.
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SEPTEMBEIR 1.
Tae KinepoMm DIVIDED. 1 Kings xii, 1-17.

1 Axp Re-ho-bo’am went to She’chem : for all Is'ra-el.
were come to She’chem to make him king.

2 And it came to pass, when Jer-o-bo’am the son of
Ne'bat, who was yet in E'gypt, heard of it, (for he was
fled from the presence of king Sol'o-mon, and Jer-o-
bo'am dwelt in E'gypt,)

8 That they sent and called him. And Jer-o-bo'am
and all the congregation of Is'ra-el came, and spake unto
Re-ho-bo’am, saying,

4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore
make thou the grievous service of thy father, and his
heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will
serve thee.

5 And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days,
then come again to me. And the people departed.

6 And kmo' Re-ho-bo’am consulted with the old men,
that stood before Sol'omon his father while he yet
lived, and said, How do ye advise that I may answer
this people ?

7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt be
a qervant unto this people this dny, and wilt serve them,
and answer them, and speak good words to them, then
they will be thy servants forever.

8 But he forsook the counscl of the old men, which
they had given him, and consulted with the young men
that were grown up with him, and which stood before
him :

9 And he said unto them, What counsel give ye that
we may answer this people, who have spoken to me,
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saying, Make the yoke which thy father did put upon
us lighter?

10 And the young men that were grown up with him
spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou speak unto
this people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy father
made our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto
us; thus shalt thou say unto them, My little finger shall
be thicker than my father’s loins.

11 And now whereas my father did lade you with a
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father hath
chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with
scorpions.

12 So Jer-o-bo'am and all the people came to Re-ho-
bo’am the third day, as the king had appointed, saying,
Come to me again the third day.

13 And the king answered the people roughly, and
forsook the old men’s counsel that they gave him;

14 And spake to them after the counsel of the young
men, saying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I
will add to your yoke: my father also chastised you
with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions.

15 Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the peo-
ple; for the cause was from the Lorp, that he might
perform his saying, which the Lorp spake by A-hi’jah
the Shi-lo'nite unto Jer-o-bo’am the son of Ne'bat.

16 So when all Is'ra-el saw that the king hearkened
not unto them, the people answered the king, saying,
‘What portion have we in Da'vid ? neither have we in-
heritance in the son of Jes'se: to your tents, O Is'ra-el:
now see to thine own house, Da'vid. So Isra-el de-
parted unto their tents.

17 But as for the children of Is'ra-el which dwelt in
the cities of Ju’dah, Re-ho-bo’am reigned over them.
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SEPTEMBEIR 2.
JEROBOAM’S KingpoM. 1 Kings xii, 20-30.

20 AxD it came to pass, when all Isra-el heard that
Jer-o-bo’am was come again, that they sent and called
him unto the congregation, and made him king over all
Is'ra-el : there was none that followed the house of
Da'vid, but the tribe of Ju’dal only.

21 And when Re-ho-bo’am was come to Je-ru'salem,
he assembled all the house of Ju’dah, with the tribes of
Ben'ja-min, a hundred and fourscore thousand chosen
men, which were warriors, to fight against the house of
Is'ra-el, to bring the kingdom again to Re-ho-bo’am the
son of Sol’o-mon.

2 But the word of God came unto Shem-a-1ah the
man of God, saying,

23 Spea]\ unto Re-ho-bo’am, the son of Sol'o-mon,
king of Ju'dah, and unto all the house of Ju'dah and
Ben’ja-min, and to the remnant of the people, saying,

24 Thus saith the Lonp, Ye shall not go up, nor
fight against your brethren the children of Is'ra-el: re-
turn every man to his house ; for this thing is from me.
They hearkened therefore to the words of the Lorp ,and
returned to depart, according to the word of the Lot

25 Then Jer-o-bo’am built She’chem in mount 1/ phm-
i, and dwelt therein; and went out from thence, and
built Pen-u'el.

26 And Jer-o-bo’am said in his heart, Now shall the
kingdom return to the house of Da'vid:

o7 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the
house of the Lorp at Je-ru’salem, then shall the heart
of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Re-
ho-bo'am king of Ju dah and they shall kill me, and go
again to Re- ho-bo’am ]\mw of Ju'dah.

28 Whereupon the Lm(r took counsel, and made two
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calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for
you to go up to Je-ru'sa-lem : behold thy gods, O Is'ra-el,
which brought thee up out of the land of E'gypt.

29 And he set the one in Beth'el, and the other put
he in Dan.

30 And this thing became a sin: for the people went
to worship before the one, even unto Dan.

SEPTEMBER 3.
Ev1saAH THE PROPHET. 1 Kings xvii, 1-16.

1 Axp Elijah the Tish'bite, who was of the inhab-
itants of Gil'e-ad, said unto A’hab, As the Lorp God of
Is'ra-el liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be
dew mnor rain these years, but according to my word.

2 And the word of the Lorp came unto -him, saying,

8 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide
thyself by the brook Che'rith, that is before Jor’dan.

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook ;
and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.

5 So he went and did according unto the word of the
Lorp: for he went and dwelt by the brook Che'rith,
that i1s before Jor'dan.

6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in
the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening ; and he
drank of the brook.

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook
dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.

8 And the word of the Lorp came unto him, saying,

9 Arise, get thee to Zar'e-phath, which belongeth to
Zi'don, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a
widow woman there to sustain thee.

10 So he arose and went to Zar'e-phath. And when
he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow
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woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to
her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a
vessel, that I may drink.

11 And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her,
and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in
thine hand.

12 And she said, As the Lorp thy God liveth, I have
not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a
little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathenno two
sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son,
that we may eat it, and die.

13 And E-Iv |ah said unto her, Fear not; go and do
as thou hast said : but make me thereof a little cake
first, and bring it unto me, and after mnake for thee and
for thy son.

14 For thus saith the Lorp God of Is'ra-el, The barrel
of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail,
until the day that the Lorp sendeth rain upon the earth.

15 And she went and did according to the saying of
E-li'jah : and she, and he, and her hoube did eat many
days.

16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did
the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lorb,
which he spake by E-li'jah.

SEPTEMBER 4.
THEe Wipow’s SoN RESTORED. 1 Kings xvii, 17-24.

17 Axp it came to pass after these things, that the
son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick;
and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath
left in him.

18 And she said unto E.li’jah, What have I to do
with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me
to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?
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19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he
took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a
loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.

20 And he cried unto the Lorp, and said, O Lorp
my God, hast thou also brought ev il upon the widow
with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son ?

21 And he stretched himself upon the child three
times, and cried unto the Lorp, and said, O Lorp my
God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him
again.

22 And the Lorp heard the voice of E-li'jah ; and the
soul of the child came into him again, and he Tevived.

23 And Eli'jah took the child, and brought him
down out of the chamber into the house and delivered
him unto his mother: and E-lijah said, See, thy son
liveth.

24 And the woman said to E-li'jah, Now by this I
know that thou art a man of God, and that the word
of the Lorp in thy mouth is truth,

SEPTEMBER 5.
ELIJAH AND OBADIAH. 1 Kings xviii, 1-16.

1 Axp it came to pass after many days, that the
word of the Lorp came to E-lijah in the third year,
saying, Go, show thyself unto A’hab and T will send
raln upon the earth.

2 And Elijah went to show himself unto A’hab.
And there was a sore famine in Sa-ma'ri-a.

3 And A'hab called O-ba-di'ah, which was the gov-
ernor of his house. Now O-ba-diah feared the Lorp
greatly.

4 For it was so, when Jez'e-bel cut off the prophets
of the Lorp, that O-ba-di'ah took a hundred prophets,
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and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with
bread and water.

5 And A’hab said unto O-ba-di'ah, Go into the land,
unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks: per-
adventure we may find grass to save the horses and
mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts.

6 So they divided the land between them to pass
throughout 1it: A’hab went one way by himself, and
O-ba-di'ah went another way by himself.

7 And as O-ba-di'ah was in the way, behold, E-li'jah
met him : and he knew him, and fell on his face, and
sald, Art thou that my lord E-lijah ?

8 And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy lord, Be-
hold, E-li'jah 1s here.

9 And he said, What have I sinned, that thou would-
est deliver thy servant into the hand of A’hab, to slay
me ?

10 As the Lorp thy God liveth, there is no nation
or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee
and when they said, He is not there; he took an oath
of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee
not.

11 And now thou sayest, Go tell thy lord, Behold,
E-li’jah is here.

12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone
from thee, that the Spirit of the Lorp shall carry thee
whither Iknow not : ; and so when I come and tell A'hab,
and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy
servant fear the Lorp from my youth.

13 Was it not told my lord what I did when Jez'e-
bel slew the prophets of the Lorp, how I hid a hundred
men of the Lorp’s prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed
them with bread and water ?

14 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold,
E-li'jah is here: and he shall slay me.

15 And Eli'jah said, As the Lorp of hosts liveth, be-
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fore whom I stand, I will surely show myself unto him
to-day.

16 So O-ba-di'ah went to meet A’'hab, and told him:
and A'hab went to meet E-lijah.

SEPTEMBER 6.

THE MEETING ON MoUNT CARMEL. 1 Kings xviii, 17-29.

17 Axp it came to pass, when A’hab saw E-li’jah,
that A’hab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth
Is'ra-el ?

18 And he answered, I have not troubled Is'ra-el;
but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have for-
saken the commandments of the Lorp, and thou hast
followed Ba'al-im.

19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Is'ra-el
unto mount Car'mel, and the prophets of Ba'al four
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four-
hundred, which eat at Jez'e-bel’s table.

20 So A’hab sent unto all the children of Is’ ra-el, and
gathered the prophets together unto mount.Car mel.

21 And E-ljah came unto all the people, and said,
How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lorp
be God, follow him: butif Ba'al, then follow him. And
the people answered him not a word.

22 Then said E-li’jah unto the people, I, even I only,
remain a prophet of the Lorp; but Ba’ al’s prophets
are four hundred and fifty men.

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let
them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in
pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and
I will dress the other bullock and lay it on wood, and
put no fire under:

24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will
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call on the name of the Lorp: and the God that an-
swereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people
answered and said, It 1s well spoken.

25 And E-Jdijahh said unto the prophets of Ba'al,
Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it
first ; for ye are many; and call on the name of your
gods, but put no fire under.

26 And they took the bullock which was given them,
and they dressed it, and called on the name of Ba/ al
from morning even until noon, saying, O Ba'al, hear us.
But there was no voice, nor any that answ ered. And
tbey leaped upon the altar which was made.

7 And it came to pass at noon, that I-li'jah mocked
them and said, Cry aloud : for he is a god; either he
1s ’ml]\mg, or he i pursuing, or he is in a journey, or
peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after
their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood
gushed out upon them.

29 And it came to pass, when mid-day was past, and
they prophesied until the time of the offering of the even-
ing sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to an-
swer, nor any that regarded.

SEPTEMBER 7.
ELIJAH'S PRAYER ANSWERED. 1 Kings xviii, 30-39.

30 Axp E-li'jah said unto all the people, Come near
unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And
he repaired the altar of the Lorp that was broken down.

31 And E-li'jah took twelve stones, according to the
number of the tribes of the sons of Ja'cob, unto whom
the word of the Lorp came, saying, Is' ra-el shall be thy
name :

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name



290 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

of the Lorp: and he made a trench about the altar, as
great as would contain two measures of seed.

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bul-
lock in pieces, and laid him on the wood and said, Fill
four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacri-
fice, and on the wood.

84 And he said, Do it the second time. And they
did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third
time. And they did it the third time.

85 And the water ran round about the altar; and he
filled the trench also with water.

86- And it came to pass at the time of the offering of
the evening sacrifice, that E-lijah the prophet came
near, and said, Lorp God of A'bra-ham, I'saac, and of
Is ra-el let it be known this day that thou art God in
Is'ra- el and that I am thy servant, and that I have done
all these things at thy word.

87 Hear me, O Lorp, hear me, that this people may
know that thou art the Lorp God and that thou hast
turned their hearts back again.

88 Then the fire of the Lorp fell, and consumed the
burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the
dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their
faces: and they said, The Lorp, he is the God ; the Lorp,
he is the God.

SEPTEMBER 8.
THE RAIN. 1 Kings xviii, 40-46.

40 Axp E-li'jah said unto them, Take the prophets
of Ba’al; let not one of them escape. And they took
them: and E-lijah brought them down to the brook
Ki'shon, and slew them there.
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41 And EJi'jah said unto A’hab, Get thee up, eat
and drink ; for there is a sound of abundance of rain.

42 So A'hab went up to eat and to drink. And E-Ii-
jah went up to the top of Car'mel; and he cast himself
down upon the earth, and put his face between his
knees,

43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward
the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There
is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times.

44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he

said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea,

like & man’s hand. And he said, Go up, say unto A’ hab
Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain
stop thee not.

45 And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that the
heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was
a great rain. And A’hab rode, and went to Jezre-cl.

46 And the hand of the Loxp was on E-li'jah; and he
girded up his loins, and ran before A’hab to the en-
trance of Jez're-el.

SEPTEMBER O,
Erwan’s FLigHT. 1 Kings xix, 1-8.

1 Axp A’hab told Jez'e-bel all that E-li’jah had done,
and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the
sword.

2 Then Jez'e-bel sent a messenger unto E-1i'jah, say-
ing, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make
not thy life as the life of one of them by to-morrow
about this time,

3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his
life,; and came to Be-er’she-ba, which belongeth to Ju’-
dah, and left his servant there.

4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wil-
20
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derness, and came and sat down under a juniper-tree:
and he requested for himself that he might die; and
said, It is enough; now, O Lorp, take away my life ;
for I am not better than my fathels

5 And as he lay and slept under a juniper-tree, be-
hold, then an angel touched him, and said unto h1m
Arise and eat.

6 And he looked, and behold, there was a cake baken
on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head And he
did eat and drink, and laid him down agaln

7 And the angel of the Lorp came again the second
time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat ; because
the journey is too gr eat for thee.

8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in
the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights
unto Ho'reb the mount of God.

SEPTEMBER 10.
Gop’'s ComMAND TO ELuAH#. 1 Kings xix, 9-21.

9 Awnp he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there;
and, behold, the word of the Lorp came to him, and he
said unto hlm What doest thou here, E-li'jah ¢

10 And he sald, I have been very jealous for the
Lorp God of hosts: for the childrén of Is'ra-el have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and
slain thy prophets with the sw ord ; and I, even I only,
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.

11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount
before the Lorp. And, behold the Lorp passed by,
and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and
brake in pieces the rocks before the Lorp; but the
Lorp was not in the wind : and after the wind an earth-
quake; but the Lorp was not in the earthquake:
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12 And after the earthquake a fire; but tha Lorp
was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small
voice.

13 And it was so, when E-li'jah heard it, that he
“rappe(l his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood
in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, thele came
a volce unto hllll and said, What doest thou here, E-11-
jah ?

14 And he said, I have been very jealoug for the
Lorp God of hosts : because the children of Is‘ra-el have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and
slain thy prophets with the swor d; and I, even I only,
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.

15 And the Lorp said unto him, Go, return on thy

way to the wilderness of Da-mas’cus: and when thou
comest anoint Haz'a-el to be king over Syrfi-a;

16 And Je'hu the son of Nim'shi shalt thou anoint
to be king over Is'ra-el : and E-li'sha the son of Sha*
phat of A’bel-me-holah shalt thou anoint to be prophet
1n thy room.
~ 17 And 1t shall come to pass, that him that escapeth
the sword of Haz'a-el shall Je'hu slay: and him that
escapeth from the sword of Je'hu Slldll E-lysha slay.

"~ 18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Is'ra-el, all
the knees which have not bowed unto Ba’al, and every
mouth which hath not kissed him.

19 So he departed thence, and found I&li'sha the son
of Sha'phat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of
oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Eli'jah
passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him,

20 And he left the oxen, and ran after i ‘Jah, and
said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mather,
and then I will follow thee. And he said unta him,
Go back again: for what have I done to thee?

21 And he returned back from him, and took a yoke
of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the
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instruments of the oxeﬁ, and gave unto the people, and
they did eat. Then he arose, and went after E-li'jah,
and ministered unto him.

SEPTEMBER 11.
NABOTH'S VINEYARD. 1 Kings xxi, 4-20.

4 Axp A’halb came into his house heavy and dis-
pleased because of the word which Na'both the Jez're-
el-ite had spoken to him: for he had said, I will not
give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And le laid
him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and
would eat no bread.

5 But Jez'e-bel his wife came to him, and said unto
him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread 2

6 And he said unto her, Because spake unto Na'-
both the Jez're-el-ite, and said unto him, Give me thy
vineyard for money ; or else, if it please thee, T will

ive thee another vineyard for it: and he answered I
will not give thee my vineyard.

7 And Jez'e-bel his wife said unto him, Dost thou
now govern the kingdom of Is'ra-el? arise, and eat, bread,
and let thine heart be merry : I will give thee the vine-
yard of Na'both the Jez're-el-ite.

8 So she wrote letters in A'hab’s name, and sealed
them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders
and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with
Na’both.

9 And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a
fast, and set Na'both on high among the people :

10 And set two men, sons of Be'li-al, before him, to
bear witness against h1m saying, Thou didst b]aspheme‘
God and the king. And then carr y him out, and
stone him, ‘that he may die.

11 And the men of his city, even the elders and the
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nobles who were the inhabitants in his city, did as Jez-
e-bel had sent unto them, and as 1t was written in the
letters which she had sent unto them.

12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Na'both on high
among the people.

13 And there came in two men, children of Be'li-al,
and sat before him: and the men of Be'li-al witnessed
against him, even against Na'both, in the presence of
the people, saying, Na'both did blaspheme God and the
king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, and
stoned him with stones, that he died.

14 Then they sent to Jez'e-bel, saying, Na'both is
stoned, and is dead.

15 And it came to pass, when Jez'e-bel heard that
Na’both was stoned, and was dead, that Jez'e-bel said
to A’'hab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Na/-
both the Jez're-el- ite, which he refused to give thee for
money : for Na ‘both is not alive, but dead.

16 And it came to pass, when A’hab heard that Na-
both was dead, that A’hab rose up to go down to the
vineyard of Na'both the Jez're-el-ite, to take possession
of it.

17 And the word of the Lorp came to Eli’jah the
Tish'bite, saying,

18 Arise, go down to meet A’'hab king of Israel
which is in Sa-ma’ri-a: behold, he i1s in the vineyard of
Na'both, whither he is gone down to possess it.

19 And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus
saith the Lorp, Hast thou killed, and also taken posses-
sion? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus

saith the Lorp, In the place where doo‘s licked the
blood of Na'both shall dogs lick thy blood even thine.

20 And A'hab said to B 11jah, Iast thou found me,
O mine enemy? And he a,ns\\ ered I have found thee:
because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight
of the Lorp.
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SEPTEMBER 12.
THE TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH. 2 Kings ii, 1-12.

1 Anp it came to pass, when the Lorp would take
up E-li'jah into heaven by a whirlwind, that E-li’jah
went with E-li’sha from Gil'gal.

2 And E-li'jah said unto Lh 'sha, Tarry here, I pray
thee; for the Lorp hath sent me to Beth’el. And
¥-li'sha said unto him, As the Lorp liveth, and as thy
soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down
to Beth'el,

8 And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth’el
came forth to Eli’sha, and said unto him, Knowest thou
that the Lorp will 'take away thy master from thy
tiead to-day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye
your peace.

4 And Eli’jah said unto him, E-li'sha, tarry here,
I pray thee; for the Lorp hath sent me to Jeri-cho.
And he sald As the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul liv-
eth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jer'i-cho.

5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jer'i-
cho came to E-li'sha, and said unto him, Knowest thou
that the Lorp will take away thy master from thy head
to-day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye
your peace.

6 And Eli'jah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee,
here ; for the Lorp hath sent me to Jor'dan. And he
said, 'As the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will
not leave thee. And they two went on.

7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and
stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jor ‘dan.

8 And E-i’jah took his mantle, and wrapped it to-
gether, and smote the waters, and they were divided
hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry
ground.
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9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over,
that I&-1i’jah said unto E-li'sha, Ask what I shall do for
thee, before I be taken away from thee. And E-li'sha
said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be
upon me.

10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing : nev-
ertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it
shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.

11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and
talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire,
and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and
E-li’jah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

12 And Eli'sha saw it, and he cried, My father, my
father, the chariot of Is'ra-el, and the horsemen there-
of ! And he saw him no more: and he took hold of
his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.

SEPTEMBER 13.
ELIJAH'S SUCCESSOR, ELISHA. 2 Kings ii, 13-25.

13 He took up also the mantle of IL-lijah that fell
from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of
Jor'dan ;

14 And he took the mantle of E-li’jah that fell from
him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the Lorn
God of I-li'jah? And when he also had smitten the
waters, they parted hither and thither: and E-li'sha
went over.

15 And when the sons of the prophets which were
to view at Jer'i-cho saw him, they said, The spirit of
E-1i'jah doth rest on E-li'sha. _And they came to meet
him, and bowed themselves to the ground before him.

16 And they said unto him, Behold, now, there be
with thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, we
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pray thee, and seek thy master: lest peradventure the
Spirit of the Lorp hath taken him up, and cast him
upon some mountain, or into some valley. And he
said, Ye shall not send.

17 And when they urged him till he was ashamed,
he said, Send. They sent therefore fifty men ; and they
sought three days, but found him not.

18 And when they came again to him, for he tarried
at Jer'i-cho, he said unto them, Did I not say unto
you, Go not ?

19 And the men of the city said unto E-li’sha, Be-
hold, I pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant,
as my lord seeth: but the water is nought, and the
ground barren.

20 And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt
therein. And they brought it to him.

21 And he went forth unto the spring of the waters,
and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith the
Lorp, I have healed these waters; there shall not be
from thence any more death or barren land.

22 So the waters were healed unto this day, accord-
ing to the saying of E-li'sha which he spake.

23 And he went up from thence unto Beth'el: and
as he was going up by the way, there came forth little
children out of the city, and mocked him, and said
unto him, Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald
head.

24 And he turned back, and looked on them, and
cursed them in the name of the Lorp. And there
came forth two she bears out of the wood, and tare
forty and two children of them.

25 And he went from thence to Mount Car'mel, and
from thence he returned to Sa-ma'ri-a.
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SEPTEMBEIR 14.
THE O1L INCREASED. 2 Kings iv, 1-7.

1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of
the sons of the prophets unto E-li'sha, saying, Thy serv-
ant my husband is dead ; and thou knowest that thy
servant did fear the Lorp : and the creditor is come to

take unto him my two sons to be bondmen.

2 And E-i'sha said unto her, What shall T do for
thee ? tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she
sald, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house,
save a pot of oil.

8 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all
thy neighbors, even empty vessels; borrow not a few.

4 And when thou art come n, thou shalt shut the
door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out
into all those vessels, and thou shalt ‘set aside that which
1s full.

5 So she went from him, and shut the door upon her
and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and
she poured out.

6 And it came to pass, when the vessels were full,
that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And
he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the
o1l stayed.

7 Then she came and told the man of God. And he
said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou
and thy children of the rest.

SEPTEMBER 15.

THE WOMAN OF SHUNEM. 2 Kings iv, 8-17.

8 Axp it fell on a day, that E-li'sha passed to Shu"
nem, where was a great woman ; and she constrained
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him to eat bread. And so it was, that, as oft as he
passed by, he turned in thither to eat br ead.

9 And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I
perceive that this is a holy man of God which passeth
by us continually.

10 Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the
wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table,
and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he
cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither.

11 And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and
he turned in the chamber, and lay there.

12 And he said to Ge-ha'zi his servant, Call this Shu’-
nam-mite, And when he had called her, she stood be-
fore him.

13 And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Be-
hold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care ;
what is to be done for thee ? wouldest thou be spoken
for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And
she answered, T dwell among mine own people.

14 And he said, What then is to be done for her?
And Ge-ha'zi answeled Verily she hath no child, and
her husband is old.

15 And he said, Call her. And when he had called
her, she stood in the door.

16 And he said, About this season according to the time
of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my
lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid.

17 And the woman conceived, and bare a son at
that season that Elisha had said unto her, according
to the time of life.

SEPTEMBER 16.

THE SHUNAMMITE'S SoN. 2 Kings iv, 18-37.

18 Axp when the child was grown, it fell on a day,
that he went out to his father to the reapers.
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19 And he said unto his father, My head, my head !
And he said to a lad, Carry him to his mother.

20 And when he had taken him, and brought him to
his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died.

91 And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the
man of God, and shut the door upon him, and went out.

22 And she called unto her husband, and said, Send
me, I pray thee, one of the young men, ‘and one of the
asses, that I may run to the man of God and come
again.

28 And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to him to-
day ? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath. And she
said, It shall be well.

24 Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant,
Drive, and go forward; slack not thy riding for me,
e\cept I bid thee.

25 So she went, and came unto the man of God to
mount Car'mel. And it came to pass, when the man
of God saw her afar off, that he said to Ge-ha'zi his
servant, Behold, yonder is that Shu'nam-mite :

26 Run now, 1 pray thee, to meet her, and say unto
her, Is 1t well with thee ? is it well with thy husband ?
is it well with the child? And she answered, It is
well.

27 And when she came to the man of God to the
hill; she caught him by the feet ; but Ge-ha'zi came near
to thrust her away. And the man of God said, Let
her alone; for her soul is vexed within her: and the
Lorp hath hid it from me, and hath not told wme.

28 Then she said, Did I desire a son of my lord ?
did I not say, Do not deceive me ?

29 Then he said to Ge-ha'zi, Gird up thy loins, and
take my staff in thine hand, and go thy way: if ‘thou
meet any man, salute him not ; and if any salute thee,

answer him not again : and lay my staff upon the face
of the child.
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30 And the mother of the child said, As the Lorp
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I -will not leave thee.
And he arose, and followed her.

31 And Geha'zi passed on before them, and laid the
staff upon the face of the child ; but there was neither
voice, nor hearing. VVhelefme he went again to meet
him, and told him, saying, The child is not awaked.

‘ 32 And when Elisha was come into the house, be-
hold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed.

33 e went in ther ef01e and shut the door upon them
twain, and prayed unto the Lor.

34 And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put
his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes,
and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched him-
self upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed
warm.

35 Then he returned, and walked in the house to
and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him:
and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened
his eyes.

36 And he called Ge-ha'zi, and said, Call this Shu'-
nam-mite. So he called her. And when she was come
in unto him, he said, Take up thy son.

37 Then she went in,.and fell at his feet, and bowed
herself to the ground, and took up her son, and went
out.

SEPTEMBER 17.

NAAMAN HEALED. 2 Kings v, 1-14,

1 Now Na'a-man, captain of the host of the king of
Syri-a, was a great man with his master, and honorable,
because by him the Lorp had given deliverance unto
Syri-a: he was also a mighty man in valor, but he was
a leper.
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2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and
had brought away captive out of the land of Is'rael a
little maid : s and she waited on Na’a-man’s wife.

3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my
lord were with the prophet that is in Sa-maria ! for he
would recover him of his leprosy.

4 And one went 1n, and told his lord, saying, Thus
and thus said the maid that is of the land of Is'ra-el.

5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will
send a letter unto the king of Is'ra-el. And he departed,
and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thou-
sand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment.

6 And he brought the letter to the king of Is'ra-el,
saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold,
I have therewith sent Na'a-man my servant to thee, that
thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.

7 And it came to pass, when the king of Is'ra-el had
read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I
God, to kill and to miake alive, that this man dothsend
unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? Wherefore
consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel
against me

8 And 1t was so, when Eli'sha the man of God had
heard that the ]\mcr of Is'ra-el had rent his clothes, that
he sent to the Lm(r saying, Wherefore hast thou rent
thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall
know that there is a prophet in Is'ra-el.

9 So Na’a-man came with his horses and with his
chariot, and stood at the door of the house of E-li'sha.
10 And E-isha sent a messenger unto him, saying,
Go and wash in Jor'dan seven times, and thy flesh shall

come again to thee, and thou shall be clean.

11 But Na‘a-man was wroth, and went away, and
said, Behold, I thought, He will sure ely come out to me,
and stand, and call on the name of the Lorp his God, and
strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.
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12 Are not Ab’a-na and Phar'par, rivers of Da-mas'-
cus, better than all the waters of Is'ra-el? may I not
wash in them, and be clean ? So he turned and went
away in a rage.

13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him,
and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some

reat thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much
rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean ?

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven
times in Jor'dan, according to the saying of the man of
God : and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a
little child, and he was clean.

SEPTEMBER 18.

GEHAZI SMITTEN. 2 Kings v, 20-27.

20 Bur Ge-ha'zi, the servant of E-li'sha the man of
God, said, Behold, my master hath spared Na'aman
this Syrlan in not receiving at his hands that which
he brought: but, as the Lorp liveth, I will run after
him, and take somewhat of him.

91 So Geha'zi followed after Na'aman. And when
Na’a-man saw him running after him, he lighted down
from the chariot to meet him, and said, [s all well ?

22 And he said, All is well. My master hath sent
me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me from
mount E'phra-im fwo young men of the sonsof the proph-
ets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two
changes of ga1ment<

23 And Na'a-man said, Be content, take two talents.
And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in
two bags, with two chan(res of garments, and laid them
Llpon two of his serv ants and they bare them before

1m.
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24 And when he came to the tower, he took them
from their hand, and bestowed them in the house: and
he let the men go, and they departed.

25 But he went in, and stood before his master. And
E-li'sha said unto hlm Wheuce comest thou, Ge-ha'zi ?
And he said, Thy servant went no whither.

26 And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with
thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to
meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to re-
ceive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and
sheep, and oxen, and men-servants, and maid-ser vants?

27 The ]eprosy therefore of Na'a-man shall cleave
unto thee, and unto thy seed forever. And he wentout
from his presence a leper as white as snow.

SEPTEMBER 190.
ELisHA’S DEFENDERS. 2 Kings vi, 8-17.

8 Tuex the king of Syr'i-a warred against Is'ra-el,
and took counsel with his ser vants, aylng, In such and
such a place shall be my camp.

9 And the man of God sent unto the king of Is'ra-el,
saying, Beware that thou pass not such a place; for.
thither the Syri-ans are come down.

10 And the king of Isra-el sent to the place which
the man of God told him and warned him of, and saved
himself there, not once nor twice.

11 Therefore the heart of the king of Syri-a was
sore troubled for this thing; and he called his servants,
and said unto them, Will ye not show me which of us
1s for the king of Is'ra-el?

12 And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O
king : but E-li’sha, the prophet that is in Is'ra- el, tell.

eth the king of Isra-el the words that thou speakest n
thy bed-chamber.
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18 And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may
send and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Be-
hold, he 1s 1n Do’than.

14 Therefore sent he thither horses and chariots, and
a great host: and they came by night, and compassed
the city about.

15 And when the servant of the man of God was
risen early, and gone forth, behold, a host compassed
the city both with horses and chauots And his serv-
ant said unto him, Alas, my master ! how shall we do?

16 And he answered, Fear not : for they that be with
us are more than they that be with them.

17 And Eli'sha prayed, and said, Lorp, I pray thee,
open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lorp opened
the eyes of the young man; ard he saw :"and, behold,
the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire
round about E-li'sha.

SEPTEMBER 20,
SAMARIA DELIVERED. 2 Kings vii, 1-11.

1 Tuex E-li'sha said, Hear ye the word of the Lorp
Thus saith the Lorb, To morrow about this time 'shall
a measure of fine ﬁom be sold for a shekel, and two
measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Sama’
ri-a.

2 Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned an-
swered the man of God, and said, Behold, if the Lorp
would make windows in heaven, mwht this thing be ?
And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes,
but shalt not eat thereof

8 And there were four leprous men at the enteling
in of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit
we here uuml we die?

4 If we say, We will enter into the city, then the
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famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we
sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let
us fall unto the host of the Syritans: if they save us
alive, we shall live; andif the) kill us, we shall but die.

5 And they rose up in the twlhght, to go unto the
camp of the Syri-ans: and when they were come to the
uttermost part of the camp of Syri-a; behold, there
was no maun there.

6 I'or the Lorp had made the host of the Syri-ans to
hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the
noise of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo,
the king of Isra-el hath hired against us the kings of
the Hit'tites, and the kings of the L- gyp'tians, to come
upon us.

7 Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and
left their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even
the camp as it was, and fled for their life.

8 And when these lepelb came to the uttermost part
of the camp, they went into one tent, and did eat and
drink, and carried thence silver, and gold, and raiment,
and went and hid 1t ; and came again, and entered into
another tent, and carried thence also, and went and
hid 1t.

9 Then they said one to another, We do not well:
this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace :
if we tarry till the morning light, some mischief will
come upon us: now therefore come that we may go and
tell the king’s household.

10 So they came and called unto the porter of the
city: and they told them, saying, We came to the camp
of the b)l 1-ans, and, behold, thele was no man there,
neither voice of man, but horses tied, and asses tied and
the tents as they were.

11 And he called the porters; and they told it to

the king’s house within.
21
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SEPTEMBER 21.
EvrisHA’s PRoPHECY FULFILLED. 2 Kings vii, 12-20.

12 Anp the king arose in the night, and said unto
his servants, I will now show you what the Sy1'i-ans
have done to us. T hey know that we be hungry; there-
fore are they gone out of the camp to hide themselves
in the field, saying, When they come out of the city,
we shall catch them alive , and get into the city.

13 And one of his servants answered and said, Let
some take, I pray thee, five of the horses that remain,
which are left in the city, (behold, they are as all the
multitude of Is'ra-el that are leftinit : behold, Isay, they
are even as all the multitude of the Is'ra-elites that are
consumed,) and let us send and see.

14 They took therefore two chariot horses; and the
king sent after the host of the Syr'i-ans, saying, Go and
see.

15 And they went after them unto Jor'dan: and lo,
all the way was full of garments and vessels, which the
Syri-ans had cast away in their haste. And the mes-
sengers returned, and told the king.

16 And the people went out, and spoiled the tents
of the Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was sold
for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel,
according to the word of the Lorp.

17 And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he
Jeaned to have the charge of the gate: and the people
trode upon him in the gate, and he died, as the man of
God had said, who spake when the king came down to
him.

18 And it came to pass as the man of God had
spoken to the king, saying, Two measures of barley for
a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall
be to-morrow about this time in the gate of Sa-ma'ri-a:
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19 And that lord answered the man of God, and said,
Now, behold, if the Lorp should make windows in
heaven, might such a thing be?  And he said, Behold,
thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat
thereof.

20 And so it fell out unto him: for the people trode
upon him in the gate, and he died.

SEPTEMBER 22,
JEHU ANOINTED. 2 Kings ix, 1-7.

1 Axp E-li'shathe prophet called one of thechildren
of the prophets, and said unto him, Gird up thy loins,
and take this box of oil in thine hand and go to Ra'-
moth-gil'e-ad :

2 And when thon comest thither, look out there
Je'hu the son of Je-hosh'a-phat the son of Nim’shi, and
go in, and make him arise up from among his bletlnul
and carry him to an inner chamber ;

3 Then take the box of oil, and pom it on his head,
and say, Thus saith the Lorb, T have anointed thee kmg
over Is'ra-el.  Then open the door, and flee, and tarry
not.

4 So the young man, even the young man the prophet,
went to R/ moth—crll e-ad.

5 And when he ¢ came, behold, the captains of the host
were sitting; and he sald I have an errand to thee, O

captain, And Je'hu said, "Unto which of all us? And
he said, To thee, O captam

6 And he arose, and went into the house; and he

oured the oil on his head, and said unto him, Thus
saith the Lorp God of Is'ra-el, I have anointed thec
king over the people of the Lorp, even over Is'ra-el.

7 And thou shalt smite the house of A’hab thy mas-
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ter, that I may avenge the blood of my servants the
prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lorb,
at the hand of Jez'e-bel.

SEPTEMBER 23.
‘THE DEATH OF ELISHA. 2 Kings xiii, 13-25.

13 Anp Jo'ash slept with his fathers; and Jer-o-
bo’am sat upon his throne: and Jo’ash was buried in
Sa-ma'ri-a with the kings of Is'ra-el.

14 Now E-li'sha was fallen sick of his sickness where-
of he died. And Jo’ash the king of Is'ra-el came down
unto him, and wept over his face, and said, O my fa-
ther, my father! the chariot of Is'ra-el, and the horse-
nmen thereof.

15 And E-li'sha said unto him, Take bow and ar-
rows. And he took unto him bow and arrows.'

16 And he said to the king of Is'ra-el, Put thine
hand upon the bow. And he put his hand upon it:
and J-li'sha put his hands upon the king’s hands.

17 And he said, Open the window eastward. And
he opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot.
And he said, The arrow of the Lorp’s deliverance, and
the arrow of deliverance from Syri-a: for thou shalt
smite the Syri-ans in A’phek, till thou have consumed
them.

18 And he said, Take the arrows. And he took
them. And he said unto the king of Is'ra-el, Smite
upon the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed.

19 And the man of God was wroth with him, and
said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times;
then hadst thou smitten Syri-a till thou hadst con-
sumed 1t: whereag now thou shalt smite Syiri-a but
thrice.

20 And E-di'sha died, and they buried him. And



SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING. Jl11

the bands of the Mo’ab-ites igvaded the land at the
coming in of the year.

21 And it came to pass, as they were burying a man,
that, behold, they spied a band of men; and the) cast
the man into the sepulcher of E-li'sha: and when the
man was let down, and touched the bones of E.li'sha,
he 1'e\'ived, and stood up on his feet.

2 But Haz'a-el king of Syr'i-a oppressed Is'ra-el all
the d‘tys of Je-ho'a-haz.

23 And the Lorp was gracious unto them; and had
compassion on them, and hadl respect unto them, becaunse
of Ins covenant with A'bra-ham, I'saac, and Ja'cob, and
would not destroy them, neither cast he them from his
presence as yet.

24 So Haz'a-el king of Syri-a died ; and Ben-ha'dad
his son reigned in his stead.

25 And Je-ho'ash the son of Je-ho'a-haz took again
out of the hand of Ben-ha’'dad the son of Haz'a-el the
cities, which he had taken out of the hand of Je-ho'a-
haz his father by war. Three times did Jo'ash beat
him, and recovered the cities of Is'ra-el.

SEPTEMBEIR 24.
JONAH'S FLIGHT. Jonah i, 1-17.

1 Now the word of the Louip came unto Jo'nah the
son of A-mit'tai, saying,

2 Arise, go to Nin'e-vel, that great city, and cry
against 1t ; for their wickedness is come up before me.

3 But Jo nah rose up to flee unto Tar'shish from the
presence of the Lonp, and went down to Jop'pa; and
he found a ship going to Tar'shish : so he paid the fare
thereof, and w ent down into it, to go with them unto
Tar'shish from the presence of the Lorp.
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4 But the Iorp semt out a great wind into the sea,
and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the
ship was like to be broken.

5 Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every
man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were
in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. ButJo'-
nah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he
lay, and was fast asleep.

6 So the ship-master came to him, and said unto him,
What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy
God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we per-
ish not.

7 And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and
let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this
evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon
Jo'nah.

8 Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee,
for whose cause this evil is upon us? What is thine
occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy
country ? and of what people art thou ?

9 And he said unto them, T am a He'brew ; and I fear
the Lorp, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea
and the dry land.

10 Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said
unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men
knew that he fled from the presence of the Lorp, be-
cause he had told them.

11 Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto
thee, that the sea may be calm unto us ? for the sea
vuought and was tempestuous.

12 And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast
me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto
you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is
upon you.

13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to
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land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and
was tempestuous against them.

14 Wherefore they cried unto the Lorp, and said,
We beseech thee, O Lorp, we beseech thee, Jet us not
perish for this man’s life, and lay not upon us imnocent
blood : for thou, O Lom), hast done as it pleased thee.

15 So they took up Jomah, and cast him forth into
the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging.

16 Then the men feared the Lorp exceedingly, and
offered a sacrifice unto the Lorp, and made vows.

17 Now the Lorp had pr epaled a great fish to swal-
low up Jo'mah. And Jo'nah was in the belly of the
fish three days and three nights.

SEPTEMBER 25.
JONAH'S PREACHING Jonah iii, 1-10.

1 Axp the word of the Lorp came unto Jo'nah the
second time, saying,

2 Arise, go unto Nin'e-veh, that great city, and preach
unto it the preaching that I bid thee.

3 So Jo'nah arose, and went unto Nin'e-veh, accord-
ing to the word of the Lorp. Now Nin'e-veh was-an
exceeding great city of three days’ journey.

4 And Jo nah began to enter into the city a day’s
journey, and he c1led, and said, Yet forty days, and
Nin'e-veh shall be overthrown.

5 So the people of Nin'e-veh believed God, and pro-
claimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest
of them even to the least of them.

6 For word came unto the king of Nin'e-veh, and he
arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him,
and covered him with sackeloth, and sat in ashes.

7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published
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through Nin’e-veh by the decree of the king and his
nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor
flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink
water:

8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth,
and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every
one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in
their hands,

9 Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and
turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not ?

10 And God saw their works, that they turned from
their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he
had said that he would do unto them ; and he did it not.

SEPTEMBER 260.
JONAH'S ANGER. Jonah iv, 1—1f.

1 Bur it displeased Jo'nah exceedingly, and he was
very angry.

¢ And he prayed unto the Lorp, and said, I pray
thee, O Lorp, was not this my saying, when I was yet
in my countly? Therefore I fled before unto Tar'-
shish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and
merciful, slow to aunger, and of great kindness, and re-
pentest thee of the evil,

8 Therefore now, O Lorbp, take, I beseech thee, my
life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.

4 Then said the Lorp, Doest thou well to be angry ?

5 So Jo'nah went out of the city, and sat on the east
side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat
under it in the shadow, till he might see what would
become of the city.

6 And the Lorp God prepared a gourd, and made it
to come up over Jo'nah, that it might be a shadow over
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his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jo'nah was
exceeding glad of the gourd.

7 But God prepared a worm when the morning
rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it
withered. '

8 And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that
God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat
upon thie head of Jomah, that he fainted, and wished
in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die
than to live.

9 And God said to Jomah, Doest thou well to be
angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be
angry, even unto death.

10 Then said the Lorp, Thou hast had pity on the
gourd, for the which thou hast not labored, neither mad-
est 1t grow ; which came up in a night, and perished
in a night.

11 And should not I spare Nin'e-veh, that great city,
wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that
cannot discern between their right hand and their left
haud ; and also much cattle ?

SEPTEMBEIR 27.
THE WARNING OF AMOS. Amos iv, 1-13.

1 Hzar this word, ye kine of Ba'shan, that are in
the mountain of Sa-ma'ri-a, which oppress the poor,
which crush the needy, which say to their masters,
Bring, and let us drink.

2 The Lord Gop hath sworn by his holiness, that,
1o, the days shall come upon you, that he will take you
away with hooks, and your posterity with fish-hooks,

3 And ye shall go out at the breaches, every cow at
that which 1s hefore her; and ye shall cast them into
the palace, saith the Lorp.
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4 Come to Beth’el] and transgress; at Gil'gal mul-
tiply transgression ; and ‘bring your sacrifices every
morning, and your tithes after three years :

5 And offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven,
and proclaim and publish the free offerings: for this
liketh you, O ye children of Is'ra-el, saith the Lord
Gop.

6 And I also have given you cleanness of teeth in
all your cities, and want of bread in all your places:
yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the Lorb.

7 And also I have withholden the rain from you,
when there were yet three months to the harvest: and
I caused 1t to rain upon one city, and caused it not
to rain upon another city : one piece was rained upon,
and the piece whereupon it rained not withered.

8 So two or three cities wandered unto one city, to
drink water; but they were not satisfied : yet have ye
not returned unto me, saith the Lorp.

9 I have smitten you with blasting and mildew:
when your gardens and your Vlneya,lds and your fig-
trees and your olive-trees increased, the palmer-worm
devoured them: yet have ye not returned unto me,
saith the Lorp.

10 I have sent among you the pestilence after the
manner of Egypt: your young men have I slain with
the sword, and have taken away your horses; and I
have made the stink of your camps to come up unto
your nostrils: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith
the Lorb.

11 I have overthrown some of you, as God overthrew
Sod’'om and Go-morrah, and ye were as a firebrand
plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned
unto me, saith the Lorbp.

12 Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Is'ra-el:
and because I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet
thy God, O Is'ra-el.
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13 For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and
createth the wind, and declareth unto man what is his
thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and tread-
eth upon the high places of the earth, The Lorp, The
God of hosts, 1s his name.

SEPTEMBEIR 28.
HoseA’sS APPEAL. Hosea xiv, 1-9.

1 O Is'ra-Er, return unto the Lorp thy God ; for
thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.

2 Take with you words, and- turn to the Lorp; say
unto him, Take away all lnlqulty, and receive us gra-
ciously : so will we render the calves of our lips..

3 Assh'ur shall not save us; we will not ride upon
horses : neither will we say any more to the work of
our hands, Ye are our gods: for in thee the fatherless
findeth mercy.

4 T will heal their backshding, I will love them
freely : for mine anger 1s turned away from him.

5 T will be as the dew unto IsTael: he shall grow as
the lily, and cast forth his roots as Leb’a-non.

6 Iis branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be
as the olive-tree, and his smell as Leb’a-non.

7 They that dwell under his shadow shall resurn ;
they shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine: the
scent thereof shall be as the wine of Leb'a-non.

8 E’phlann shall say, What have I to do any more
with 1dols? I have heard him, and observed him: I
am like a green fir-tree. From me 1s thy fruit found.

9 Who is wise, and he shall understand these things ?
prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the
Lorp are right, and the just shall walk in them: but
the transgressors shall fall therein,
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SEPTEMBER 290.
THE FALL OF SAMARIA. 2 Kings xvii, 6-18.

6 In the ninth year of Hoshe'a the king of As
syr'i-a took Sa-mari-a, and carried Is'rael away into
As-syr'i-a, and placed them in Ha'lah and in Ha'bor by
the river of Go'zan, and in the cities of the Medes.

7 For so it was, that the children of Isra-el had
sinned against the Lorp their God, which had brought
them up out of the land of E/gypt, from under the hand
of Pha'raoh king of E'gypt, and had feared other gods,

8 And walked in the statutes of the heathen, whom
the Lorp cast out from before the children of IsTa- el
and of the kings of Isra-el, which they had made.

9 And the children of Is'ra-el dld secretly those
things that were not right against the Lorp their God,
and they built them high places in all their cities, from
the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city.

10 And they set them up images and grovesin every
high hill, and under every green tree:

11 And there they burnt incense in all the high
places, as did the heathen whom the Lorp carried away
before them; and wrought wicked things to provoke
the Lorp to anger:

12 For they served idols, whereof the Lorp had said
unto them, Ye shall not do this thing.

13 Yet the Loxp testified against Ts'ra. el, and against
Ju’dah, by all the prophets and by all the seers, saying,
Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my command-
ments and my statutes, according to all the law which
I commanded your f&thelb, and which I sent to you by
my servants the prophets.

14 Notwithstanding, they would not hear, but hard-
ened their necks, like to the neck of their fathels that
did not believe in the Lorp their God.
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15 And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant
that he made with their fathers, and his testimonies
which he testified against them; and they followed

vanity, and became vain, and went after the heathen that
were round about them concerning whom the Lorp
had charged them, that thev should not do like them.

16 And they left all the “commandments of the Lorp
their God, and made them molten images, even two
calves, and made a grove, and wmaluped all the host
of heaven, and ser ved Ba'al.

17 And they caused their sons and their daughters
to pass tlnough the fire, and used divination and en-
chantiments, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight
of the Lorp, to provoke him to anger.

18 Therefore the Lorp was very angry with Is'ra-el,
and removed them out of his sight: there was none left
buat the tribe of Ju'dah only.

SEPTEMBER 30.

GIvE EAR, O SHEPHERD. DPsa. lxxx.

1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Is'ra-el, thou that leadest
Jo'seph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the
cherubim, shine forth.

2 Before E’phraim and Ben'jamin and Ma-nas'seh
stir up thy strength, and come and save us.

8 Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine;
and we shall be saved.

4 O Lorp God of hosts, how long wilt thou be angry
against the prayer of thy people ?

5 Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; and
givest them tears to drink in great measare.

6 Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbors: and
our enemies laugh among themselves.
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7 Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face
to shine ; and we shall be saved.

8 Thou hast brought a vine out of E'gypt: thou hast
cast out the heathen, and planted it.

9 Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause
it to take deep root, and it filled the land.

10 The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and
the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars.

11 She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her
branches unto the river.

12 Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so
that all they which pass by the way do pluck her?

18 The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the
wild beast of the field doth devour it.

14 Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look
down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine;

15 And the vineyard which thy right hand hath
planted, and the branch that thou madest strong for
thyself.

16 It is burned with fire, it is cut down: they per-
ish at the rebuke of thy countenance

17 Let thy bhand be upon the man of thy right
hand, upon the son of man whom thou madest strong
for thV&elf

18 So will not we go back from thee: quicken us,
and we will call upon thy name.

19 Turn us again, O Lorp God of hosts, cause thy
face to shine; and we shall be saved.
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OCTOBER 1.

THE DESCENT OF THE HoLYy SPIRIT. Acts ii, 1-13.

AxD when the day of Pen’te-cost was fully come,
they were all with one accord in one place.

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as
of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting.

3 And there appear ed unto them cloven tongues like
as of fire, and 1t sat upon each of them.

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance.

5 And there were dwelling at Jeru'sa-lem Jews, de-
vout men, out of every nation under heaven.

6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude
came together, and were confounded, because that every
man heard them speak in his own language.

7 And they were all amazed and marveled, saying
one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak
Gala-le’ans?

8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue,
wherein we were born?

9 Par'thi-ans, and Medes, and Elam-ites, and the
dwellers in Mes-o-po-ta’mi-a, and in Ju-dea, and Cap-pa-
do’ci-a, in Pon'tus, and A'si-a,

10 Phl'y(rl -a, and Pan- p]nl i-a, in I¥gypt, and in the
parts of Lily y-a about Cy-re'ne, and strangers of Rome,
Jews and proselytes,

11 Cre'tes and A-ra’bi-ans, we do hear them speak in
our tongues the wonderful works of God.
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12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt,
saying one to another, What meaneth this?

13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new
wine.

OCTOBER 2.
THE PENTECOSTAL CHURCH. Acts ii, 37-47.

87 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in
their heart, and said unto Pe’ter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do ?

38 Then Pe'ter said unto them, Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Je'sus Chriist for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost.

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children,
and to all that arve afar off) even as many as the Lord
our Grod shall call.

40 And with many other words did he testify and
exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward gen-
el atlon

41 Then they that gladly received his . word were
baptized : and the same day there were added unto them
about three thousand souls.

42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and feillowship, and in breaking of bread and
in prayers.

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many won-
ders and signs were done by the apostles.

44 And all that believed were together, and had all
things common ;

45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted
them to all men, as every man had need.

46 And they continuing daily with one accord in the
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temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat
their meat with fr]adnees and singleness of heart

47 Praising God and having favor with all the peo-
ple. And the Lo d added to the church daily such as
should be saved.

OCTOBER 3.
THE LAME MaAN HEALED. Acts iii, 1-10.

1 Now Pe’ter and John went up together into the
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.

2 And a certain man lame from his mother’'s womb
was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the
temple w hlch 1s called Beautlful to ask alms of them
that entered into the temple;

3 Who, seeing Pe'ter and J ohn about to go into the

temple, ns]\ed an alms.

4 And Pe'ter, fastening his eyes upon him with John,
said, Look on us.

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive
something of them.

6 Then Pe'ter said, Silver and gold have I none; but
such as I have glve I thee: In the name of Je'sus Chrlst
of Naz'a-reth rise up and walk.

7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him
up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received
strength.

§ And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered
with them into the temple, walkm , and leaping, and
praising God.

9 And all the people saw him walking and praising
God:

10 And they knew that it was he which sat for alms
at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled
with wonder and amazement at that Wthh had hap-

pened unto him.
29
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OCTOBER 4.
THE APOSTLES BEFORE THE COUNCIL. Acts iv, 8-21.

8 Tuen Pe'ter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto
them, Ye rulers of the people and elders of Is'ra-el,

9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done
to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole;

10 Be 1t known unto you all, and to all the people
of Is'ra-el, that by the name of Je'sus Christ of Naz'a-
reth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the
dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you
whole.

11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you
builders, which is become the head of the corner.

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved.

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Pe’ter and
John, and perceived that they were unlearned and
1gn01ant men, they marveled; and they took knowl-
edge of them, ‘that they had been with Je'sus.

14 And beholdmcr the man which was healed stand-
ing with them, they could say nothing against it.

15 But when they had commanded them to go aside
out of the council, they conferred among themselves,

16 Saying, What shall we do to these men ¢ for that
indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them is
manifest to all them that dwell in Je-ru’sa-lem; and we
cannot deny it.

17 But that its pread no further among the people,
let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth
to no man in this name.

18 And they called them, and commanded them not
to speak at all nor teach in ‘the name of Je'sus.

19 But Pe'ter and John answered and said unto
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them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to
hearken unto you more than unto God judge ye.

20 For we cannot but speak the than"s which we
have seen and heard.

21 So when they had further threatened them, they
let them go, finding nothing how they might pumsh
them, because of the people : “for all men crlorlﬁed God
for that which was done.

OCTOBER 5.
THE APOSTLES RELEASED. Acts v, 17-32.

17 Tuex the high-priest rose up, and all they that
were with him, (w hich is the sect of the Sad'du- cees, )
and were filled with indignation,

18 And laid their hands on the apostles, and put
them in the common prison.

19 But the angel of the Lord by night opened the

rison doors, and brought them forth, and said,

20 Go, stand and spedk in the temple to the people
all the words of this life.

21 And when they heard that, they entered into the
temple early in the morning, and taught But the high-
priest came, and they that were with him, and called
the council together, and all the senate of the children
of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them
brought.

22 But when the officers came, and found them not
in the prison, they returned, and told,

23 Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all
safety, and the keepers standing without before the
doors: but when we had opened we found no man’
within.

24 Now when the high-priest and the captain of the
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temple and the chief priests heard these things, they
doubted of them whereunto this would grow.

25 Then came one and told them, saying, Behold,
the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the
temple, and teaching the people.

26 Then went the captain with the officers, and
brought them without violence: for they feared the peo-
ple, lest they should have been stoned.

27 And when they had brought them, they set them
before the council: and the high-priest asked them,

28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you ‘that
ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have
filled Jeru'salem with your doctrine, and intend to
bring this man’s blood upon us.

29 Then Pe’ter and the other apostles answered and
said, We ought to obey God rather than men.

30 The God of our fathers raised up Je' sus, whom
ye slew and hanged on a tree.

31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Is'ra-el,
and forgiveness of sins.

82 And we are his witnesses of these things; and so
is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them
that obey him.

OCTOBER 6.
THE SEVEN CHOSEN. Acts vi.

1 Axp in those days, when the number of the dis-
ciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the
Gre'cl-ans against the He'brews, because their widows
were ueglected in the daily mlmstlatlon

2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the dis-
ciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we
should leave the word of God, and serve tables.
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8 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven
men of honest report, full ot the Holy Ghost and wis-
dom, whom we may appoint over this business.

4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer,
and to the ministry of the word.

5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude : and
they chose Ste’phen, a man full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost, and Philip, and Proch’o-rus, and Ni-ca’nmor, and
Ti'mon, and Par'me-nas, and Nic'o-las a proselyte of
An'ti-och;

6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they
had prayed, they laid their hands on them.

7 And the word of God increased ; and the number
of the disciples multiplied in Je-ru'sa-lem greatly; and
;1 great company of the priests were obedient to the

uth.

8 And Ste'phen, full of faith and power, did great
wonders and miracles among the people.

9 Then there avose certain of the synagogue, which is
called the synagogue of the Lib'er-tines, and Cy-re'ni-
ans, and Al-ex-an’dri-ans, and of them of Cili'ci-a and
of A’si-a, disputing with Ste’phen.

10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and
the spirit by which he spake.

11 Then they suborned men, which said, We have
heard him speak blasphemous words against Mo'ses,
and against God.

12 And they stirred up the people, and the elders,
and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him,
and brought him to the council,

13 And set up false w1tnesses which said, This man
ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words arramst this
holy place, and the law:

14 For we have heard him say, that this Je'sus of
Naz'a-reth shall destroy this place, and shall change the
customs which Mo’ses delivered us.
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15 And all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly
on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an
angel. '

OCTOBER 7.
STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR. Acts vii, 48-viii, 4.

48 HowsEerr the Most High dwelleth not in temples
made with hands; as saith the prophet,

49 Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool :
what house will ye build me ? saith the Lord : or what
is the place of my rest?

50 Hath not my hand made all these things?

51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost : as your fathers
did, so do ye. \ \

52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers per-
secuted ? and they have slain them which showed be-
fore of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have
been now the betrayers and murderers :

53 Who have received the law by the disposition of
angels, and have not kept it. ' '

54 When they heard these things, they were cut to
the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth.

55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up
steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and
Je'sus standing on the right hand of God,

56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and
the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.

57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord,

58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him:
and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young
man’s feet, whose name was Saul.
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59 And they stoned Ste’ phen calling upon God, and

saying, Lord Je'sus, receive my spirit.

60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge, And when
he had said this, he fell asleep.

1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at
that time there was a great persecution against the
church which was at Jeru’salem; and they were all
scattered abroad throughout the regionsof Ju-de’a and
Sa-ma'ri-a, except the apostles

2 And devout men carried Ste’phen to his burial,
and made great lamentation over him.

3 As for Saul, he made great havoc of the church,
entering into every house, and haling men and women,
committed them to prison.

4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went
every-where preaching the word.

OCTOBER 8.
PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN. Acts viii, 26—40.

26 Axp the angel of the Lord spake unto Phil'ip,
saying, Arise, and go toward the south, unto the way
that goeth down from Jeru'salem unto Ga’ za, which 1s
desert.

27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of
E-thi-o'pi-a, a eunuch of great autbonty under Can'da-ce
queen of the E-thi-o’ pi-ans, who had the charge of all her
treasure, and had come to Jeru'salem for to worship,

28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read
E-sa’ias the plophet

29 Then the Spirit said unto Phil'ip, Go near, and
join thyself to this chariot.

30 And Phil'ip ran thither to him, and heard him
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read the prophet E-sa'ias, and said, Understandest thou
what thou readest ?

31 And he said, How can I, except some man should
guide me ? And he desired Phil'ip that he would come
up and sit with him. '

32 The place of the Scripture which he read was this,
He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a
lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his
mouth : :

33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away :
and who shall declare his generation ? for his life is
taken from the earth.

84 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I
pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this ¢ of him-
self, or of some other man ? '

35 Then Phil'ip opened his mouth, and began at the
same Scripture, and preached unto him Je'sus.

36 And as they went on their way, they came unto
a certain water: and the eunuch gaid, See, hére is water;
what doth hinder me to be baptized ?

87 And Phil'ip said, If thou believest with all thine
heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I be-
lieve that Je'sus Christ 1s the Son of God.

-38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still:
and they went down both into the water, both Phil'ip
and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

39 And when they were come up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Phil'ip, that the
eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way re-
joicing.

40 But Philip was found at A-zo'tus: and passing
through he preached in all the cities, tiil he came to
Ces-a-re'a.
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OCTOBER O.
SAUL'S CONVERSION. Acts ix, 1-18.

1 Axp Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto
the high-priest,

2 And desired of him letters to Da-mas'cus to the
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether
they were men or women, he might bring them bound
unto Je-ru'salem.

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Da-mas'cus:
and suddenly there shined round about him a light from
heaven :

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying
unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me ?

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord ? And the Lord
said, I am Je’sus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for
thee to kick against the pricks.

6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him,
Arise, and go into the city, and i1t shall be told thee
what thou must do.

7 And the men which journeyed with him stood
speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.

8 And Saul arose from the earth ; and when his eyes
were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the
hand, and brought him into Da-mas’cus.

9 And he was three days without sight, and neither
did eat nor drink.

10 And there was a certain disciple at Da-mas’cus,
named An-a-ni‘as; and to him said the Lord in a vision,
An-ant’'as.  And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arse, and go into
the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the
house of Ju'das for one called Saul, of Tar'sus: for, be-
hold, he prayeth,
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12 And hath seen in a vision a man named An-a-ni‘as
coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might
receive his sight.

13 Then An-a-ni'as answered, Lord, I have heard by
many of this man, how much eVﬂ he hath done to thy
salnts at Je-ru’'sa- ]em

14 And here he hath authority from the chief
priests to bind all that call on thy name.

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way : for he
is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the
Gen'tiles, and kings, and the children of Is'ra-el:

16 For I will show him how great things he must
suffer for my name’s sake.

17 And An-a-ni’as went his way, and entered into the
house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul,
the L01d even Je'sus, that appeared unto thee in the
way as’ thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest
receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.

18 And 1mmed1ately there fell from his eyes as 1t
had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and
arose, and was baptized.

OCTOBER 10.
Dorcas RESTORED To LIFE. Aects ix, 32-43.

32 AnD 1t came to pass, as Pe'ter passed throughout
all quarters, he came down also to the saints which dwelt
at Lyd'da.

33 And there he found a certain man named E-ne’as,
which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the
palsy.

34 And Pe'ter said unto him, E-ne'as, Je'sus Christ
maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he

arose immediately.
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85 And all that dwelt at Lyd’da and Sa'ron saw him,
and turned to the Lord.

36 Now there was at Jop'pa a certain disciple named
Tab'i-tha, which by interpretation is called Dor'cas:
this woman was full of good works and alms-deeds
which she did.

37 And it came to pass in those days, that she was
sick, and died: whom when they had washed, they laid
her in an upper chamber.

38 And forasmuch as Lyd'da was nigh to Jop/pa,
and the disciples had heard that Pe'ter was there, they
sent unto him two men, desiring him that he would not
delay to come to them.

39 Then Pe'ter arose and went with them. When
he was come, they brought him into the upper chamber:
and all the widows stood by him weeping, and show-
ing the coats and garments which Dor'cas made, while
she was with them.

40 But Pe’ter put them all forth, and kneeled down,
and prayed ; and turning him to the body said, Tab'i-
tha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she
saw Pe'ter, she sat u

41 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up;
and when he had called the saints and widows, he pre-
sented her alive.

42 And it was known throughout all Jop'pa; and
many believed in the Lord.

43 And it came to pass, that he tarried many days
in Jop'pa with one Si'mon a tanner.

OCTOBER 11.
CORNELIUS THE CENTURION. Acts x, 30-44.

30 Anp Cor-ne'li-us said, Four days ago I was fasting
until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my
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house, and, behold, a man stood hefore me in bright
clothing,

31 And said, Cor-ne'li-us, thy prayer is heard, and
thine alms are had in remembmnce in the qwht, of
God.

32 Send therefore to Jop'pa, and call hither Si‘mon,
whose surname is Pe'ter; he is lodged in the house of
one Si'mon a tanner by the sea-side: who, when he
cometh, shall speak unto thee.

33 Immedlately therefore I sent to thee; and thou
hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore are
we all here present before God, to hear all things that
are commanded thee of God.

84 Then Pe'ter opened his mouth, and said, Of a
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:

35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, 1s accepted with him.

86 The word which God sent unto the children of
Is'ra-el, preaching peace by Je'sus Christ: (he.is Lord of
all

3?7 That word, I say, ye know, which was published
throughout all Ju. de’a, and began from Gal'i-lee, after
the baptism which J ohn preached ;

38 How God anointed Je'sus of Nazareth Wlth the
Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil;
for God was with him.

89 And we are witnesses of all things which he did
both in the land of the Jews, and in Je-ru’sa-lem ; whom
they slew and hanged on a tree:

40 Him God raised up the third day, and showed
him openly ;

41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen
before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with
him after he rose from the dead.

42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people,
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and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God
to be the Judge of quick and dead.

43 To bhim give all the prophets witness, that through
his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive re-
mission of sins.

44 While Pe’ter yet spake these words, the Holy
Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.

OCTOBER 12.
THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH. Acts xi, 19-30.

19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the
persecution that arose about Ste'phen traveled as far
as Pheni'ce, and Cy'prus, and An'ti-och, preaching the
word to none but unto the Jews only.

20 And some of them were men of Cy’prus and Cy-
re'ne, which, when they were come to An’'ti-och, spake
unto the Gre'ci-ans, preaching the Lord Je'sus.

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a
great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.

22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears
of the church which was in Jeru'sa-lem: and they sent
forth Barma-bas, that he should go as far as An'ti-och.

23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of
God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose
of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.

24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy
Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto
the Lord.

25 Then departed Barna-bas to Tar'sus, for to seek
Saul :

26 And when he had found him, he brought him
unto An'ti-och. And it came to pass, that a whole year
they assembled themselves with the church, and taught
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much people. And the disciples were called Chris'tians
first in An'ti-och.

27 And in these days came prophets from Je-ru'sa-
lem unto An'ti-och.

28 And there stood up-one of them named Ag'a-bus,
and signified by the Spirit that there should be great
dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass
in the days of Clau'di-us Ce'sar.

29 Then the disciples, every man according to his
ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren
which dwelt in Ju-de'a:

30 Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by
the hands of Bar'na-bas and Saul.

OCTOBER 13.
PETER RELEASED FROM PRISON. Acts xii, 1-17,

1 Now about that time He'rod the king stretched
forth his hands to vex certain of the church.

2 And he killed James the brother of John with the
sword.

3 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he
proceeded further to take Pe'ter also. (Then were the
days of unleavened bread.

4 And when he had apprehended him, he put himin
prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers
to keep him; intending after Eas'ter to bring him forth
to the people.

5 Pe'ter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer
was made without ceasing ot the church unto God for
him.

6 And when Her'od would have brought him forth,
the same night Pe'ter was sleeping between two soldlers
bound with two chains: and the keepers before the
door kept the prison.
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7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him,
and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Pe'ter
on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly.
And his chains fell off from his hands.

8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and
bmd on thy sandals: and so he did. And he saith
unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me.

9 And he went out and followed him; and wist not
that it was true which was done by the angel; but
thought he saw a vision.

10 When they were past the first and the second
ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto
the 01ty : which opened to them of his own accord : and
they went out, and passed on through one street; and
forthwith the angel departed from him.

11 And when Pe'ter was come to himself, ‘he said,
Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his
angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Her'od,
and from all the expectation of the people of the
Jews,

12 And when he had considered the thing, he came
to the house of Ma'ry the mother of John, whose sur-

name was Mark ; where many were (rathered together
praying.

13 And as Pe'ter knocked at the door of the gate, a
damsel came to hearken, named Rho'da.

14 And when she knew Pe'ter’s voice, she opened
not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Pe'ter
stood before the gate.

15 And they s ald unto her, Thou art mad. DBut she
conatantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they,
It is his angel. ‘

16 But Pe'ter continued knocking : and when they
had opened the door, and saw him, they were as-
tonished.

17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to
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hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had
brought him out of the prison. And he said, Go show
these things unto James, and to the brethren. And he
departed, and went into another place.

OCTOBER 14.
THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY. Aects xiii, 1-12.

1 Now there were in the church that was at An’ti-och
certain prophets and teachers; as Bar'na-bas, and Sim/’-
e-on that was called Ni‘ger, and Lu'ci-us of Cy-re'ne,
and Ma-na’en, which had been brought up with Her'od
the tetrarch, and Saul.

2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the
Holy Ghost said, Separate me Bar'na- bas and Saul for
the work whereunto I have called them.

3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid
their hands on them, they sent them away.

4 So they, being sent” forth by the Holy Ghost, de-
parted unto Se-leu’ci-a; and from thence they sailed to
Cy'prus.

5 And when they were at Sal'a-mis, they preached
the word of God in the synagogues of ‘the Jews: and
they had also John to their minister.

6 And when they had gone through the isle unto
Pa'phos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet,
a Jew, whose name was Bar—je’sus:

7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Ser'-
gi-us Pau'lus, a prudent man; who called for Barna-

bas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God.
- 8 But El'y-mas the sorcerer (for so is his name by
interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away
the deputy from the faith.

9 Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the
Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him,
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10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief,
thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness,
wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the
Lord ?

11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon
thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a
season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and
a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead
him by the hand.

12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done,
believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord.

OCTOBEIR 15.
THE APOSTLES AT LYSTRA. Acts xiv, 8-20.

8 AxD there sat a certain man at Lys'tra, impotent
in lis feet, being a cripple from his mother’s w omb who
never had walked :

9 The same heard Paul speak: who steadfastly be-
holding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be
hedled

10 Said with a Joud voice, Stand upright on thy feet.
And he leaped and walked.

11 And when the people saw what Paul had done,
the) lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lv-
ca-o'ni-a, The gods are come down to us in the likeness
of men.

12 And they called Bar'na-bas, Ju'pi-ter; and Paul,
Mer-cu'ri-us, because he was the chief speaker.

13 Then the priest of Ju'pi-ter, which was before their
city, brought oxen and garlands nnto the gates, and
would have done sacrifice with the people.

14 Which when the apostles, Bar'na-bas and Paul,
heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the
people, crying out,

23
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15 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We
also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto
you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the
living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and all thmgs that are therein :

16 'Who in times passed suffered all nations to walk
in their own ways.

17 Nevertheless he left not himself without witness,
in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and glad
ness.

18 And with these sayings scarce restrained they the
people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them.

19 And there came thither certain Jews from An'-
ti-och and I-co’'ni-um, who persuaded the people, and,
having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing
he had been dead. ‘

20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him,
he rose up, and came into the city : and the next day
he departed with Bai'na-bas to Der'be.

OCTOBER 16.

PAuL AT PHILIPPI. Acts xvi, 6-15.

6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygi-a
and the region of Gra-la'ti-a, and were forbidden of the
IToly Ghost to preach the word in Asi- a,

7 After they were come to Mys'ia, they assayed to
go into Bi-thyn'i-a: but the Splut suffered them mot.

8 And they passing Mys'i-a came down to Tro'as.

9 And a vision appe‘tred to Paul in the night ; There
stood a man of Mac-e-do'ni-a, and prayed hlm sayln
Come over into Mac-e-do'ni-a and help us.

10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we
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endeavored to go into Mac-e-do'ni-a, assuredly gathering
that the Lord had called us for to preach the O‘Oapel
unto them.

11 Therefore loosing from Tro'as, we came with a
straight course to Sam-o-thra’ci-a, and next day to Ne-
ap'o-lis;

12 And from thence to Phil-ip’pi, which is the chief
city of that part of Mac-e-do'ni-a, and a colony : and we
were in that city abiding cer taln days.

13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by
a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and
we sab down, and spake unto the women which resorted
thither.

14 And a certain woman named Lyd'i-a, a seller of
purple, of the city of Thy-atira, which worshiped
God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.

15 And when she was baptized, and her household,
she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide
there. And she constrained us.

OCTOBER 17.
THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER. Acts xvi, 22-34.

22 AxD the multitude rose up together against them ;
and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and com-
manded to beat them.

23 And when they had laid many stripes upon them,
they cast them into prison, charging the jailer to ]\cep
them safely :

24 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them
into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the
stocks.

25 And at midnight Paul and Si'las prayed, and



342 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

sang praises unto God : and the prisoners heard
them.

26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so
that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and
immediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s
bands were loosed.

27 And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his
sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out
his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing
that the prisouners had bheen fled.

28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thy-
self no harm : for we are all here.

29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and
came trembling, and fell down before Paul and
Si'las,

30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must
I do to be saved ?

31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Je'sus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

32 And they spake unto him the words of the Lord,
and to all that were in his house.

38 And he took them the same hour of the night,
and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all
his, straightway

34 And When he had brought them into his
house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing
in God with all his house.

OCTOBER 18,
THESSALONIANS AND BEREANS. Acts xvii, 1-14.

1 Now when they had passed through Am-phip’o-lis
and Ap-ol-lo'ni-a, they came to Thes-salo-ni‘ca, where
was a synagogue of the Jews:
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2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them,
and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the
Scriptures,

3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have
suffered, and risen again from the dead ; and that this
Je'sus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.

4 And some of them believed, and consorted with
Paul and Si'las ; and of the devout Greeks a great mul-
titude, and of the chief women not a few.

5 But the Jews that believed not, moved with eavy,
took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort,
and gathered a company, and set all the city in an up-
roar, and assaulted the house of Ja'son, and sought to
blmg them out to the people.

6 And when they found them not, they drew Ja'son
and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying,
These that have torned the world upside down are
come hither also;

7 Whom Jw'son hath received : and these all do con-
trary to the decrees of Cesar, saying that there is
another king, one Je'sus.

8 And they troubled the people and the rulers of
the city, when they heard these things.

9 And when they had taken security of Ja'son, and
of the others, they let them

10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul
and Si'las by night unto Bewre'a: who coming thither
went into the synagogue of the Jews.

11 These were more noble than those in Thes-sa-lo-
ni'ca, in that they received the word with all readiness
of mmd, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether
those things were so.

12 Therefore many of them believed ; also of honor-
able women which were Grecks, and of men, not a few.

13 But when the Jews of Thes-sa-loni'ca had knowl-
edge that the word of God was preached of Paul at
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Be-re’a, they came thither also, and stirred up the peo-
ple.

14 And then immediately the brethren sent away
Paul to go as it were to the sea: but Silas and Timo'
the-us abode there still.

OCTOBER 1 O,
THE CoMING OF THE LORD. 1 Thess. iv, 13-v, 6.

13 Bur I would not have you to be ignorant, breth-
ren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow
not, even as others which have no hope.

14 For if we believe that Je'sus died and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Je'sus will God bring
with him. .

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the
Lord, that we which, are alive and remain unto the com-
ing of the Lord shall not prevent them which are
asleep.

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first:

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord.

18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have
no need that I write unto you.

2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.

3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then
sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon
a woman with child; and they shall not escape.
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4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a thief.

5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children
of the day : we are not of the nlght nor of darkness.

6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let
us watch and be sober.

OCTOBER 20.
PAUL AT ATHENS. Acts xvii, 22-34.

22 Tuex Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and
said, Ye men of Ath'ens, I perceive that in all things
ye are too superstitious.

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions,
I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UN-
KNOWNXN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor-
ship, him declare I unto you.

24 God that made the world and all things therein,
seeing that he 1s Lord of heaven and earth, dyelleth
not m temples made with hands;

25 Neither is worshiped with men’s hands, as though
he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and
breath, and all thmgs

26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath de.
termined the times before appointed, and the bounds of
their habitation ;

27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they
might feel after him, and find him, though he be not
far from every one of us:

28 TFor in him we live, and move, and have our be-
ing; as certain also of your own poets have said, IFor
we are also his offspring.

29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God,
we ought not to think that the Godhead 1s like unto
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gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s
device.

30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at;
but now commandeth all men every-where to repent :

31 Because he hath appomted a day, in the which
be will judge the world in righteousness by that man
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assur-
ance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the
dead.

32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the
dead, some mocked: and others said, We will héar
thee again of this matter.

33 So Paul departed from among them.

34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and be-
lieved : among the which was Di-o-nys'i-us the A-re-
op'a-gite, and a woman named Dam’a-ris, and others
with them.

OCTOBER 21.

PAUL AT CORINTH. Acts xviii, 1-11.

1 ArrER these things Paul departed from Ath’ens,
and came to Cor'inth ;

2 And found a certain Jew named A-quil’a, born in
Pon’tus, lately come from It'a-ly with his wife Pris.
cil'la, (because that Clau’di-us had commanded all Jews
to depart from Rome,) and came unto them.

3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode
with them, and wrought : for by their occupation they
were tent-makers.

4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath,
and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.

5 And when Si'las and Ti-mmo’the-us were come from
Mac-e-do'ni-a, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testi-
fied to the Jews that Je'sus was Christ.
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6 Aund \\hen they opposed themselves, :md blas-
phemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them,
Your blood be upon yourown heads; I am clean : from
henceforth I will go unto the Gen'tiles.

7 Aud he depal ted thence, and entered into a cer-
tam man’s house, named Jus'tus, one that worshiped
God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue.

8 And Cris’pus, the chief ruler of the synagogue,
believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of
the Co-rin‘thi-ans hearing believed, and w ‘ere baptized.

9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a
vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold “hot thy

eace :

10 Ifor I amwith thee, and no man shall set on thee
to hurt thee: for I have much people 1n this city.

11 And he continued there a year and six months,
teaching the word of God among them.

OCTOBER 22.
PauL AT EPHESUS. Acts xix, 1-10.

1 Axp it came to pass, that, while A-pol'los was at
Cor'inth, Paul having passed tlnoucrh the upper coasts
came to Lph e-sus ; and finding certain disciples,

2 He said unto them, ITave ye received the Holy
Ghost since ye believed 2 And they said unto him,
We have not so much as heard whether there be any
Holy Ghost.

3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye
baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism.

4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the
baptism of 1epentance saying unto the people, that
they should believe on him which should come after
him, that is, on Christ Je'sus.
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5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Je'sus.

6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the
Holy Ghost came on them ; and they spake with tongues
and prophesied.

7 And all the men were about twelve.

8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly
for the space of three months, disputing and persuading
the things concerning the kingdom of God.

9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not,
but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he de-
parted from them, and separated the disciples, disput-
ing daily in the school of one Ty-rannus.

10 And this continued by the space of two years;
so that all they which dwelt in A’si-a heard the W01d
of the Lord Je’sus, both Jews and Greeks.

OCTOBER 23.
THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. Gal. v, 22-vi, 10.

22 Bur the fruit of the Spirit islove, joy, peace, long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

23 Meekness temperance : acramst such there is no
law.

24 And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh
with the affections and lusts.

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit.

26 Let us not be desirous of vainglory, provoking
one another, envying one another.

1 DBrethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye
which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of
meekness ; considering thyself, lest thou also be
tempted,
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2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the
Lm' of Chnist.

8 For if a man think himself to be something, when
he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.

4 But let ever y man prove his own work, and then
shall he have rejoicing in himself alone; and not in an-
other.

5 Tor every man shall bear his own burden.

6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate
unto him that teacheth in all good things.

7 Be not deceived ; God is not mocked: for whatso-
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall
of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

9 And let us not be weary in well-doing : for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not.

10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good
unto all men, especially unto them who are of the
household of faith.

OCTOBER 2.
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. Rom. v, 1-11.

1 Tuererore being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Je'sus Christ :

2 By whom also we lave access by faith into this
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
Wlo‘y of God.

3 Aund not only so, but we glory in tribulations also;
knowing that tribulation worketh patience ;

4 And patience, experience ; and experience, hope :

5 And hope maketh not ashamed ; hecause the love
of God 1s shed abroad in our hearts by the Iloly Ghost
which is given unto us.
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6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungod]y

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to
die.

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

9 Much more then, bemg now Justlﬁed by his blood,
we shall be saved from wrath through him.

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son; much more, be-
ing reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.

11 And not ouly so, but we also joy in God through
our Lord Je'sus Christ, by whom we have now received
the atonement.

OCTOBER 25.

THE SAFETY OF THE BELIEVER. Rom. viii, 28-39.

28 Axp we know that all things work together for

ood to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose.

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predes-
tinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he
might be the first-born among many brethren.

30 Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he
also called : and whom he called, them he also justi-
fied: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

81 What shall we then say to these things? If God
be for us, who can be against us ?

32 e that spared not his own Son, but delivered
him up for us all; how shall he not with him also freely
give us all things?

83 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s
elect 2 It is God that justifieth.
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34 Who is he that condemneth? It 1s Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who 1s even at the
110~ht hand of God who also maketh intercession for us.

35 Who shall sepamte us from the love of Christ?
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword ?

36 As it 1s written, IFor thy sake we are killed all the
day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

37 l\a\' in all these things we are more than con-
querors ¢l ough him that loved us.

38 Ior I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present nor things to come,

39 Nor helght nor depth nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which
is in Christ, Je'sus our Lord.

OCTOBER 26.
COUNSELS T0O CHRISTIANS. Rom. xii, 1-13.

1 I seserci you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies a hvmg sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which 1s your reasonable
service.

2 And be not conformed to this world : but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and per-
fect will of God.

3 Ifor I say, through the grace given unto me, to
every man that is among you, not to think of himself
more highly than he ought, to think; butto think so-
berly, according as God hath dealt to every man the
mensure of faith.

4 IFfor as we have many members in one body, and
all members have not the same office :
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5 So we, belng many, are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of another.

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace
that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy
accor dmg to the proportion of faith ;

7 Or ministry, let us wait on our 'ministeri ing; or he
that teacheth, on teaching;

8 Or he that exhortetl‘vl, on exhortation: he that
giveth, let him do it with simplicity ; he that ruleth,
with diligence ; he that showeth mercy, with cheerful-
ness.

9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that
which 1s evil ; cleave to that which is good.

10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with broth-
erly love; in honor preferring one another;

11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spnlt serv-
ing the Lord ;

12 ReJommd in hope ; patient in tribulation ; con-
tinning instant in prayer;

13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to
hospitality.

OCTOBER 27.
TrE PREACHING OF THE CRoss. 1 Cor. i, 18-31.

18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that
perish, foolishness; but unto us which are saved, it is
the power of God. |

19 For 1t 1s written, Iwill destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of
the prudent.

20 Where is the wise? where 1s the scribe? where
is the disputer of this world ? hath not God made fool-
ish the wisdom of this world ?

21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by
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wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolish-
ness of preaching to save them that believe.

2 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek
aftel wisdom :

23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a
stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness;

24 But unto them which are called, hoth Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of
God.

25 Because the foolishness of God iswiser than men ;
and the weakness of God 1s stronger than men.

26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not
many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble, are called :

27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the
weak things of the world to confound the things which
are mighty ;

28 And base things of the world, and things which
are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which
are not, to bring to naught things that are

29 That no flesh should glory in his plwence

30 But of him are ye in Christ Je'sus, who of God 1is
made unto us wisdom, and nghteoubnes and sanctifica-
tion, and redemption :

31 That, according as it is written, Ile that gloneth
let him gl(n y in the Lord.

OCTOBER 28.
CHRISTIAN LovE. 1 Cor. xiii, 1-13.

1 Tuouen I speak with the tongues of men and of
angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. '
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2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and un-
derstand all mysteries, and all knowledge ; and though
I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and
have not char 1ty, I am nothing.

3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

4 Charity suffereth long, and 1s kind ; charity envieth
not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,

5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;

6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth ;

7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all thln,qs

8 Char ity never faileth : but whether there be prophe-
cies, they shall fail ; whether there be tongues, they shall
cease ; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.

9 Tor we know in part, and we pmphesy in part.

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that
which is in part shall be done away.

11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I under-
stood as a child, I thouOht as a child: but when I be-
came a man, | put away “childish things.

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly ; but then
face to face: now I know in part; bu then shall I
know even as also I am known.

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three;
but the greatest of these is charltv

OCTOBER 20.
THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. 1 Cor. xv, 50-58.

50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God neither doth cor-
ruption inherit 1ncou~upt10n
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51 Belold, I show you a mystery; We shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump : for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incor-
ruption, aud this mortal shall have put on immortality,
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory.

55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory ?

56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of
sin is the law.

57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the vic-
tory through our Lord Je'sus Christ.

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast,
unmovable, always aboundingin the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in

the Lord.

OCTOBER 30.
THE SEEN AND THE UNSEEN. 2 Cor. iv, 6-18.

6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to gn e the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Je'sus Christ.

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.

8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed ;
we are perplexed, but not in despair;

9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not
destroyed ;

24



3506 SORIPTURE SELECTIONS FOLR DAILY READING.

10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of
the Lord Je'sus, that the life also of Je'sus might be
made manifest in our body.

11 For we which live are always delivered unto
death for Je'sus’ sake, that the life also of Je’sus might
be made manifest in our miortal flesh.

12 So then death worketh in us, but life in you.

13 We having the same spirit of faith, according as
it 1s written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken;
we also believe, and therefore speak;

14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Je'sus
shall raise up us also by Je'sus, and shall present us
with you.

15 For all things are for your sakes,that the abun-
dant grace might through the thanksgiving of many
redound to the glory of God.

16 For which cause we faint not; but though our
outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed
day by day. ‘

17 For our light affliction, which is but for a mo-
ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory; '

18 While we look not at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen: for the things
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are
not seen are eternal.

OCTOBEIR 31.
CHRISTIAN GIVING. 2 Cor. ix, 6-15.

6 Bur this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall
reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully
shall reap also bountifully.

7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart,
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so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for
God loveth a cheerful giver.

8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward
you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things,
may abound to every good work :

9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he
hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth
forever.

10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both
minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed
sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness:)

11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountiful-
ness, which causeth through us than]\smvmo to God.

12 For the administration of this service not only
supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also
by many thanksgivings unto Grod

13 While by the experiment of ‘this ministration they
glorify God for your professed subjection unto the
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto
them, and unto all men;

14 And by their pm)el for you, which long after
you for the exceeding grace of God in you.

15 Thanks be unto God for this unspeakable gift.
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NOVEMBER 1.
REHOBOAM'S REIGN OVER JUDAH. 2 Chron. xii, 1-12.

1 Axp it came to pass when Re-ho-bo’am had estab-
lished the kingdom, and had strengthened himself, he
forsook the law of the Lorp, and all Isra-el with him.

2 And it came to pass that, in the fifth year of king
Re-ho-bo’am, Shi'shak king of E'gypt came up against
Je-ru'sa-lem, because they Tad transgressed against the
Lorp,

3 With twelve hundred chariots, and threescore thou-
sand horsemen : and the people were without number
that came with him out of E'gypt; the Lubim, the
Suk’ki-im, and the E-thi-o’pi-ans.

4 And he took the fenced cities which pertained to
Ju’dah, and came to Je-ru'sa-lem.

5 Then came Shem-ai'ah the prophet to Re-ho-bo’am,
and to the prmces of Juwdah, that were gathered to-

ether to Je-u'sa-lem because of Shi shak, and said unto
them, Thus saith the Lorp, Ye have forsaken me, and
therefore have I also left you in the hand of Shi’ shak.

6 Whereupon the princes of Is'ra-el and the king
humbled themselves; and they said, The Lorp is
righteous.

7 And when the Lorp saw that they humbled them-
selves, the word of the Lorp came to Shem-a-i'ah, say-
ing, They have humbled themselves; therefore I will
not destroy them, but I will grant them some deliver-
ance ; and my wrath shall not be poured out upon Je-
ru'sa-lem by the hand of Shi'shak.

8 Nevertheless they shall be his servants; that they
may know my service, and the service of the kingdoms
of the countries.
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9 So Shi'shak king of E'gypt came up against Je-ru'-
.sa-Jem, and took away the treasures of the "house of the
Lorp, 'and the treasures of the king’s house; he took
all: he carried away also the shields of gold Which Sol~
o-mon had made.

10 Instead of which king Re-ho-bo'am made shields
of brass, and committed them to the hands of the chief
of the guard, that kept the entrance of the king’s
house.

11 And when the king entered into the house of the
Lorp, the guard came and fetched them, and brought
them again into the guard-chamber.

12 And when he humbled himself, the wrath of the
Logp turned from him, that he w ould not destr oy him
altogether: and also in Ju'dah things went well.

NOVEMBER 2.
AsA’S REFORMATION. 2 Chron. xiv, 1-12.

1 So A-bi'jah slept with his fathers, and they buried
him in the city of Da'vid: and A’sa his son reigned in
his stead. In his days the land was quiet ten years.

2 And A’sa did that which was good and right in
the eyes of the Lorp his God :

3 For he took away the altars of the strange gods,
and the high places, and brake down the images, and
cut down the groves

4 And commanded Ju'dah to seek the Lorp God of
their fathers, and to do the law and the command-
ment.

5 Also he took away out of all the cities of Ju’dah
the high places and the images : and the kingdom was

quiet before him.
6 And he built fenced cities in Ju’dah: for the land
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had rest, and he had no war in those years; because
the LORD had given him rest.

%7 Therefore he said unto Ju’dah, Let us build these
cities, and make about them walls and towers, gates
and bars, while the land is yet before us; because we
have sought the Lorp our God, we have sought him,
and he hath given us rest on every side. So they .
built and prospered.

8 And A'sa had an army of men that bare targets and
spears, out of Ju'dah three hundred thousand ; and out
of Ben'ja-min, that bare shields and drew bows two
hundred and fourscore thousand : all these were mighty
men of valor. ,

9 And there came out against them Ze'rah the E-thi-
o'pi-an with a host of a thousand thousand, and three
hundred chariots ; and came unto Ma-re’shah.

10 Then A’'sa w ent out against him, and they set the
battle in array in the valley of Zeph'a-thah at Ma-re’shah.

11 And A’sa cried -unto the Lorp his God, and said,
Lorp, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with
many, or with them that have no power: help us, O
Lorp our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy name
we go against this multitude. O Lorp, thou art our
God ; let not man prevail against thee.

12’ So the Lorp smote the E-thi-o’ pl-ans before A'sa,
and before Ju'dah; and the E-thi-o’pi-ans fled.

NOVEMBER 3.
JEHOSHAPHAT'S PRAYER. 2 Chron. xx, 2-13.

2 TueN there came some that told Jehosh'a-phat,
saying, There cometh a great multitude against thee
from beyond the sea on this side Syr'i-a; and behold,
they be in Haz'a-zon—ta'mar, which is En ge’dl



SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING. 361

3 And J e-hosh'a-phat feared, and set himself to seek
the Lorp, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Ju'dah.

4 And Ju'dah gathered themselves together, to ask
help of the Lorp: even out of all the cities of Ju'dal
they came to seek the Lorp.

5 And Je-hosh’a-phat stood in the congregation of
Ju'dah and Je-ru’sa-lem, in the house of the Lorp, be-
fore the new court,

6 And said, O Lorp God of our fathers, art not
thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the
kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there
n;))t power and might, so that none is able to withstand
thee ?

7 Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the
inhabitants of this land before thy people Is'ra-el, and
gavest it to the seed of A’bra-ham thy friend forever?

8 And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a
sanctuary therein for thy name, saying,

9 If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judg-
ment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this
hOlhe and in thy presence, (fm thy name is in this
house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou
wilt hear and help.

10 And now, behold, the children of Am'mon and
Mo’ab and mount Se'ir, whom thou wouldest not let Is'ra-
el invade, when they came out of the land of I'gypt, but
they turned from them, and destroyed them not;

11 Behold, I say, how they reward us, to come to
cast us out of thy possession, which thou hast given us
to inherit.

12 O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we
have no might a(ramst this great company that cometh
against us; “neither know we what to do: but our eyes
are upon thee.

13 And all Ju'dah stood before the Lorp, with their
little ones, their wives, and their children.
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NOVEMBER Z4.
JEHOSHAPHAT DELIVERED. 2 Chron. xx, 14-24.

14 TuEeN upon Ja-ha'zi-el the son of Zech-a-ri'ah, the
son of Ben-a'iah, the son of Je-i’e], the son of Mat-ta-
ni'ah, a Le'vite of the sons of A'saph, came the Spirit
of the Lorp in the midst of the congregation ;

15 And he said, Hearken ye, all Ju'dah, and ye in-
habitants of Je-ru'sa-lem, and thou king Je-hosh’a-phat,
Thus saith the Lorp unto you, Be not afraid nor dis-
mayed by reason of this great multitude ; for the battle
is not yours, but God’s.

16 To-morrow go ye down against them: behold,
they come up by the cliff of Zu and ye shall find
them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of
Jeru’el.

17 Ye shall not need to fight in this battle : set, your-

selves, stand ye still and see the salvation of the Lorp

with you, O Ju'dah 'and Jeru'sa-lem ; fear not, nor be
dismayed ; to-morrow go out against them: for the
Lorp will be with you.

18 And Je-hosh’a-phat bowed his head with his face
to the ground: and all Ju'dah and the inhabitants of
Jerw'sa-lem fell before the Lorp, worshiping the
Lorp.

19 And the Le'vites, of the children of the Ko*hath-
ites, and of the children of the Kor'hites,stood up to praise
the Lorp God of Is'ra-el with a loud voice on high.

20 And they rose early in the morning, and went
forth into the wilderness of Te-ko’a: and as they went
forth, Je-hosh’a-phat stood and said, Hear me, O Ju*
dah, and ye inhabitants of Je-ru'sa- lem Believe in the
LorD your God, so shall ye be estabhshed believe his
prophets, so shall ye prosper.

21 And when he had consulted with the people, he
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appointed singers unto the ILowp, and that should
praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before
the army, and to say, Praise the Loxp; for his mercy
endureth forever.

22 And when they began to sing and to praise, the
Lorp set ambushments against the children of Am’'mon,
Mo’ab, and mount Se'ir, which were come aframst Ju'-
dah ; and they were smitten,

23 For the children of Am'mon and Mo’ab stood up
against the inhabitants of mount Se'ir, utterly to slay
and destroy them: and when they had madé an end
of the inhabitants of Se'ir, every one helped to destroy
another.

24 And when Ju'dah came toward the watch-tower
in the wilderness, they looked unto the multitude, and,
behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and
none escaped.

NOVEMBER 5.

JEHOASH REPAIRING THE TEMPLE. 2 Kings xii, 1-12.

1 Ix the seventh year of Je’hu, Je-ho'ash began to
reign ; and forty years reigned he in Je-ru'sa- Jem. And
his mother’s name was Zib-1'ah of Be-er'she-ba.

2 And Jeho'ash did that which was right in the
sight of the Lorp all his days wherein Je- hoi'a-da the
pnest instructed him.

3 But the high places were not taken away: the
people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high
places.

4 And Je-ho'ash said to the priests, All the money of
the dedicated things that is brought into the house of
the Lorp, even the money of every one that passeth
the account the money that every man is set at, and
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all the money that cometh into any man’s heart to
bring into the house of the Lorp,

5 Let the priests take it to them, every man of his
acquaintance: and let them repair the breaches of the
house, wheresoever any breach shall be found.

6 But it was so, that in the three and twentieth year of
king Je-ho'ash the priests had not repaired the breaches
of the house.

7 Then king Je-ho’ash called for Je-hoi'a-da the
puest and the other priests, and said unto them, Why
repair ye not the breaches of the house? now therefore
receive no more money of your acquaintance, but de-
liver it for the breaches of the house.

8 And the priests consented to receive no more
money of the people, neither to repair the breaches of
the house.

9 But Jehot'a-da the priest took a chest, and bored
a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside the altar, on the
right side as one cometh into the house of the Lorp:
and the priests that kept the door put therein all the
money that was brought into the house of the Lorp.

10 And it was so, when they saw that there was
much money in the chest, that the king’s scribe and
the high-priest came up, and they put up in bags, and
told the money that was found in the house of the
Lorp. _

11 And they gave the money, being told, into the
hands of them that did the work, that had the over-
sight of the house of the Lorp: and they laid it out
to the carpenters and builders, that wrought upon the
house of the Lorp.

12 And to masons, and hewers of stone, and to buy
timber and hewed stone to repair the breaches of the
house of the Lorp, and for all that was laid out for the
house to repair it.
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NOVEMBEIR 6.
Isa1ad’s Vision. Isa. vi, 1-13.

1 In the year that king Uzzi'ah died I saw also the
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his
train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the seraphim: each one had six
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain
he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

8 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lorp of hosts: the whole earth is full of
his glory.

4 And the posts at the door moved at the voice of
him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

5 Then said I, Woe 1s me! for I am undone; be-
cause I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have
seen the King, the Lorp of hosts.

6 Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a
live ccal in his hand, which he had taken with the
tongs from off the altar:

.7 And he Jaid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this
hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged.

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us? 'Then said I,
Here am I; send me.

9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Ilear ye in-
deed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but per-
ceive not.

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their
ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their
eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with
their heart, and convert, and be healed.

11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered,
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Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the
houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate,

12 And the Lorp have removed men far away, and
there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

13 But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return,
and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose
substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so
the holy seed shall be the substance thereof.

NOVEMBER 7.
HEzexIAH THE KiNg. 2 Chron. xxix, 1-11.

1 Heze-xran began to reign when he was five and
twenty years old, and he reigned nine and twenty years
in Je-ru'sa-lem. And his mother’s name was A-bi'jah,
the daughter of Zech-a-ri‘ah. X ‘

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the
Lorp, according to all that Da’vid his father had done.

8 He in the first year of his reign, in the first month,
opened the doors of the house of the Lorp, and repaired
them.

4 And he brought in the priests and the Le'vites;
and gathered them together into the east street.

5 And saith unto them, Hear me, ye Le'vites; sanc-
tify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the Lorp
God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out
of the holy place.

6 For our fathers have trespassed and done that
which was evil in the eyes of the Lorp our God, and
have forsaken him, and have turned away their faces
from the habitation of the Lorp, and turned their
backs.

7 Also they have shut up the doors of the porch,
and put out the lamps, and have not burned incense
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nor oftered burnt-offerings in the holy place unto the
God of Is'ra-el.

8 Wherefore the wrath of the Lorp was upon Ju’dah
and Je-ru'sa-lem, and he hath delivered them to trouble,
to astonishment, and to hissing, as ye see with your
eyea

9 For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and
our sons and our daughters and our wives are in cap-
tivity for this.

10 Now 1t 1s in mine heart to make a covenant with
the Lorp God of Isra-el, that his fierce wrath may turn
away from us.

11 My sons, be not now negligent: for the Lorp
hath chosen you to stand before him, to serve lnm
and that ye should minister unto h1m and burn in-
cense.,

NOVEMBER 8.
HEZEKIAH'S SICKNESS. 2 Kings xx, 1-11.

1 Ix those days was Ilez-e-ki'ah sick unto death.
And the prophet I-sa’iah the son of A'moz came to him
and said unto him, Thus saith the Lorp, Set thine house
in order ; for thou shalt die, and not live.

2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed
unto the Lorb, saying,

3 I beseech thee O Lorp, remember now how I have
walked before tbee n tnutln and with a perfect heart,
and have done that which is good in thy sight. And
Iez-e-ki'ah wept sore.

4 And 1t came to pass, afore I-sa'iah was gone out
into the nnddle court, that the word of the Lorp came
to him, saying,

5 Tmn again, and tell ITez-e-ki'ah the captain of my

people, Thus saith the Lorp, the God of Da'vid thy
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father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears:
behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt
go up unto the house of the Lorp.

6 And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and
I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the
king of As-syri-a; and I will defend this city for mine
own sake, and for my servant Da'vid’s sake.

7 And I-sa’iah said, Take a lump of figs. And they
took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered.

8 And Heze-ki'ah said unto I-saiah, What shall be
the sign that the Lorp will heal me, and that I shall go -
up into the house of the Lorp the third day?

9 And Isa’iah said, This sign shalt thou have of the
Lorp, that the Lorp will do the thing that he hath
spoken : shall the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go
back ten degrees?

10 And Hez-e-ki'ah answered, It is a light thing for
the shadow to go down ten degrees: nay, but let the
shadow return backward ten degrees.

11 And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the Lorp:
and he brought the shadow ten degrees backward, by
which it had gone down in the dial of A’haz.

NOVEMBER 9.

ISAIAR’'S EXHORTATION. Isa. i, 1-18.

1 Tue vision of Isa/iah the son of A’'moz, which he
saw concerning Ju'dah and Jeru’salem in the days of
Uzzi'ah, Jo’'tham, A’haz, and Hezeki'ah, kings of
Ju'dah.

2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the
Lorp hath spoken; I have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled against me.

8 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his mas-
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ter’s crib: but Isra-el doth not know, my people doth
not consider.

4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a
seed of evil-doers, children that are corrupters; they
have forsaken the Lorp, they have provoked the Holy
One of Is'ra-el unto anger, they are gone away back-
ward.

5 Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will re-
volt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the
whole heart faint.

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there
i1s no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and
putrefying sores: they have not been closed, neither
bound up, neither mollified with ointment.

7 Your country is desolate, your cities are burned
with fire : your land, strangers devour it in your pres-
ence, and 1t Is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.

8 And the daughter of Zi'on is left as a cottage in
a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a
besieged city.

9 Except the Lorp of hosts had unto left us a very
small remnant, we should have been as Sod’om, and
we should have been like unto Go-mor'rah.

10 Hear the word of the Lorp, ye rulers of Sod'om;
give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Go-
mor'rah.

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacri-
fices unto me ? saith the Lorp: I am full of the burnt-
offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I
delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of
he-goats.

12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath
required this at your hand, to tread my courts?

13 Bring no more vain oblation ; incense is an abom-
ination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the
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calling of assemblies, I cannot away with ; 1t is iniquity,
even the solemn meeting.

14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my
soul hateth; they are a trouble unto me; I am weary
to bear them. '

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will
hide mine eyes from you; yea, when ye malke many
prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.

16 Wash ye, make you clean; put away the evil of
your doings from before mine eyes cease to do evil ;

17 Learn to do well: seek Judgment relieve the
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
Lorp; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow'; ; though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool,

NOVEMBER 10.
THE CoMING REDEEMER. Isa. ix, 2-7.

2 THE people that walked in darkness have seen a
great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow
of death upon them hath the light shined. '

3T hou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased
the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy
in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the
spoil.

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and
the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in
the day of Mid'i-an.

o For every battle of the warrior is with confused
noise, and garments rolled in blood ; but this shall be
with bumlng and fuel of fire.

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 1s given:
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and
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his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. '

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of Da'vid, and upon
his kingdom, to or({er it, and to establish it with judg-
ment and with justice from henceforth even forever.
The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will perform this.

NOVEMBER 11.
MessiAH'S KingpoM. Isa. xi, 1-10.

1 Axp there shall come forth a rod out of the stem
of Jes'se, and a branch shall grow out of his roots:

2 And the Spirit of the Loxrp shall rest upon him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of the Lorbp;

3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the
fear of the Lorp: and he shall not judge after the
sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of
his ears:

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor,
and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth:
and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the
wicked.

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins,
and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and
the young lion and the fatling together; and a little
child shall lead them.

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed ; their young
25



372 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

onés shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox.

8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on
the cockatrice’ den. ,

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain: for the earthshall be full of the knowledge of
the Lorp, as the waters cover the sea.

10 And in that day there shall be a root, of Jes'se,
which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it
shall the Gen'tiles seek : and his rest shall be glorlous

NOVEMBER 12.

THE WAY oF HoLINEsS. Isa. xxxv, 1-10.

1 TaEe wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad
for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as
the rose.

2 It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with
joy and singing: the glory of Leb’a-non shall be given
unto 1t, the excellency of Car'mel and Sha'ron; they
shall see the glory of the Lorp, and the excellency of
our God.

8 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the
feeble knees.

4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong,
fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance,
even God with a recompense; he will come and save
ou.

! 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and
the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

6 Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the
tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall
waters break out, and streams in the desert.
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7 And the parched ground shall become a pool, and
the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of
dragons, where each l‘ly shall be grass with reeds and
rushes.

8 And a highway shall be there, and a way, and it
slnll be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall
not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfar-
1ng men, thourrh fools, shall not err therein.

9 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast
shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; ; but
the redeemed shall walk there :

10 And the ransomed of the Lorp shall return, and
come to Zi'on with songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away.

NOVEMBER 13.
COoMFORT TO GoD's PEOPLE. Isa. xl, 1-11.

1 Covrorr ye, comfort ye my people, saith your
God.

2 Speak ye comfortably to Jeru’sa-lem, and cry unto
her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her miquity
is paldoned for she hath received of the Lorp’s hand
double for all her sins.

3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lorp, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.

4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mount-
ain and Il shall be made low: and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough places plain:

5 And the glory of the Lorp shall be revealed, and
all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the
Loxp hath spoken it.
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6 The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I
cry ¢ All flesh is grass, and all the godliness thereof
is as the flower of the field :

7 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth; because
the spirit of the Lorp bloweth upon it: surely the
people is grass.

8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the
word of our God shall stand forever.

9 O Zi'on, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into
the high mountain; O Jeru'sa-lem, that bringest good
tidings, lift up thy voice with strength ; l1ift it up, be not
afraid ; say unto the cities of Ju'dah, Behold your
God !

10 Behold, the Lord Gop will come with strong
hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his re-
ward is with him, and his work before him.

11 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd : he shall
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his
bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.

NOVEMBER 14.

THE ATONING SAVIOUR. Isa. liii, 1—12.

1 Wuo hath believed our report? and to whom is
the arm of the Lorp revealed ?

2 For he shall grow up before him as atender plant,
and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form
nor comeliness ; and when we shall see him, there is no
beauty that we should desire him.

8 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sor-
rows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were
our faces from him ; he was despised, and we esteemed
him not.

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
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sorrows : yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are
healed.

6 Allwe like sheep have gone astray ; we have turned
every one to his own way; and the Loxrp hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,
so he openeth not his mouth.

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment:
and who shall declare his generation ? for he was cut
off out of the land of the living: for the transgression
of my people was he stricken.

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with
the rich in his death ; because he had done no violence,
neitber was any deceit in his mouth.

10 Yet it pleased the Lorp to bruise him; he hath
put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an
offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong
his days, and the pleasure of the Lorp shall prosper
in his hand.

11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be
satisfied : by his knowledge shall my righteous servant
justify many ; for he shall bear their iniquities.

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and
he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare
the sin of many, and made intercession for the trans.
gressors.



/

376 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

NOVEMBER 15.
THE EVERLASTING COVENANT, Isa. lv, 1-12.

1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and
eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price.

2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is
not bread ¢ and your labor for that which satisfieth not ?
hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is
good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.

8 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and
your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting
covenant with you, even the sure mercies of Da'vid.

4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to the peo-

le, a leader and commander to the people.

5 Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest
not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto
thee, because of the Lorp thy God, and for the Holy
One of Isra-el; for he hath glorified thee.

6 Seek ye the Lorp while he may be found, call ye
upon him while he is near:

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright-
eous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the
Lorp, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our
God, for he will abundantly pardon.

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, saith the Lorp.

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts
than your thoughts.

10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from
lieaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: :
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11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth : 1t shall not return unto me vold, but it sh: Wl
accomplish that which I please, and 1t shall prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it.

12 For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth
with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break
forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the
field shall clap their hands.

NOVEMBER 16.
SALVATION FOR THE GENTILES. Isa. 1x, 1-10.

1 Arisg, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory
of the Lorp 1s risen upon thee.

2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth,
and gross darkness the people: but the Lorp shall
arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.

3 Aund the Gen'tiles shall come to their light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising.

4 Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they

ather themselves together, they come to thee: thy
sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be
nursed at thy side.

5 Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine
heal*t shall fear and be enlawed because the abun-
dance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces
of the Gen'tiles shall come unto thee.

6 The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the
dromedaries of Mid'1-an and I'phah: all they from
She'ba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense;
and they shall show forth the praises of the Lonb.

7 All the flocks of Ke'dar shall be gathered together
unto thee, the rams of Ne-ba'ioth shall minister unto
thee: they shall come up with acceptance on mine al-

tar, and 1 will glorify the house of my glory.
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8 Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the
doves to their windows ?

9 Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships
of Tar'shish first, to bring thy sons from far, their silver
and their gold with them, unto the name of the Lorb
thy God, and to the Holy One of Is'ra-el, because he
hath glorified thee. :

10 And the sons of strangers shall build up thy
walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee: for in
my wrath I smote thee, but in my favor have I had
mercy on thee.

NOVEMBER 17.
JOSIAH THE YOUNG REFORMER. 2 Chron. xxxiv, 1-8.

1 Jo-sran was eight years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned in Je-ru'sa-lem one and thirty
years, :

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the
Lorp, and walked in the ways of Da'vid his father,
and declined neither to the right hand, nor to the left.

8 For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was
yet young, he began to seek after the God of Da'vid
his father: and in the twelfth year he began to purge
Ju'dah and Jerusalem from the high places, and the
groves, and the carved images, and the molten images.

4 And they brake down the altars of Ba’alim in his
presence; and the images, that were on high above
them, he cut down; and the groves, and the carved
images, and the molten images, he brake in pieces, and
made dust of them, and strewed it upon the graves of
them that had sacrificed unto them.

5 And he burnt the bones of the priests upon their
altars, and cleansed Ju’dah and Je-ru’sa-lem.

6 And so did he in the cities of Ma-nas’seh, and
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E'phraim, and Sim’e-on, even unto Naph'ta-li, with their
mattocks round about.

7 And when he had broken down the altars and the
groves, and had beaten the graven images into pow-
der, and cut down all the idols throughout all the land
of Is'ra-el, he returned to Je-ru'sa-lem.

8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he
had purged the land, and the house, he sent Sha’phan
the son of Aza.li'ah, and Ma-a-sei’ah the governor of
the city, and Jo’ah the son of Jo'a-haz the recorder, to
repair the house of the Lorp his God.

NOVEMBER 18.
THE Book oF THE LAwW FounD. 2 Chron. xxxiv, 14-28.

14 Anp when they brought out the money that was
brought into the house of the Lorp, Hil-ki'ah the priest
found a book of the law of the Lorp given by Mo’ses.

15 And Hilki'ah answered and said to Sha’phan the
scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house
of the Lorp. And Hil-ki'ah delivered the book to
Sha’phan.

16 And Sha’phan carried the book to the king, and
brought the king word back again, saying, All that was
comnitted to thy servants, they do it.

17 And they have gathered together the money that
was found in the house of the Lorp, and have delivered
it into the hand of the overseers, and to the hand of
the workmen.

18 Then Sha’phan the scribe told the king, saying,
Hil-ki’'ah the priest hath given me a book. And Sha'-
phan read it before the king.

19 And it came to pass, when the king had heard
the words of the law, that he rent his clothes.
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20 And the king commanded Hil-ki’ah, and A-hi'kam
the son of Sha'phan, and Ab’don the son of Mi’cah, and
Sha’phan the scribe, and As-a-'ah a servant of the king’s,
saying,

21 Go, inquire of the Lorp for me, and for them that
are left in Is'ra-el and in Ju'dah, concerning the words
of the book that is found: for great is the wrath of the
Lorp that is poured out upon us, because our fathers
have not kept the word of the Lorp,to do after all that
is written in this book.

22 And Hil-ki'ah, and they that the king had ap-
pointed, went to Hul'dah the prophetess, the wife of
Shallum the son of Tik’vath, the son of Ha,s’rah, keeper
of the wardrobe ; (now she dwelt in Je-ru'sa-lem in the
college;) and they spake to her to that effect.

23 And she answered them, Thus saith the Lorp
God of Is'ra-el, Tell ye the man 'that sent you to me,

94 Thus saith the Lorp, Behold, I will bring evil
upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof] even
all the curses that are written in the book which they
have read before the king of Ju'dah:

25 Because they have Forsaken me, and have burned
incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me to
anger with all the works of their hands; therefore my
wrath shall be poured out upon this place, and shall not
be quenched.

26 And as for the king of Ju'dah, who sent you to
inquire of the Lorp, so shall ye say unto him, Thus
saith the Lorp God of Isra-el concerning the words
which.thou hast heard ;

27 Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst
humble thyself before God, when thou heardest his
words against this place, and against the inhabitants
thereof, and humbledst thyself before me, and didst
rend thy clothes, and weep before me; I haveeven heard
thee also, saith the Lorbp.
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28 Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou
shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall
thine eyes see all the evil that I will bring upon this
place, and upon the inhabitants of the same. So they
brought the king word again.

NOVEMBER 10,
JEREMIAH CALLED. Jer. i, 7-19.

7 Bur the Lorp said unto me, Say not, I am achild:
for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and
whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.

8 Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with theeto
deliver thee, saith the Lorp.

9 Then the Lorp put forth his hand, and touched
my mouth. And the Lorp said unto me, Behold, I
have put my w ords in thy mouth.

10 See, I have this day set thee over the nations and
over the knmdoms to root out, and to pull down, and
to destroy, and to throw dow n, to build, and to plant

11 Moreover the word of the Lorp came unto me,

saying, Jer-e-mi‘ah, what seest thou? And I said, I see
a rod of an almond-tree.

12 Then said the Lorp unto me, Thou hast well seen:
for I will hasten my word to perform it.

13 And the word of the Lorp came unto me the
second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I
see a seethmg-pot and the face thereof is toward the
north.

14 Then the Lorp said unto me, Out of the north
an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the
land.

15 For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms
of the north, saith the Lorp; and they shall come, and
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they shall set every one his throne at the entering of
the gates of Je-ru'sa-lem, and against all the walls there-
of round about, and agamst all the cities of Ju'dah.

16 And I will utter my judgments against them
touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me,
and have burned incense unto other gods, and wor-
shiped the works of their own hands.

17 Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and
speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dis-
mayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them.

18 For, behold, I have made thee this day a defensed
city, and ‘an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the
whole land, against the kings of Ju'dah, against the
princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against
the people of the land.

19 And they shall fight against thee; but they shall
not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the
Lorp, to deliver thee.

NOVEMBER 20.
THE SIN OF JUDAH. Jer. xvii, 1-10.

1 Tue sin of Ju'dah is written with a pen of iron,
and with the point of a diamond : it is graven upon the
table of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars;

2 Whilst their children remember their altars and
their groves by the green trees upon the high hills.

8 O my mountain in the fleld, I will give thy sub-
stance and all thy treasures to the spoil, and thy high
places for sin, throughout all thy borders.

4 And thou even thyself, shalt discontinue from
thine heritage that T gave thee; and I will cause thee
to serve thine enemies in the land Whlch thou knowest
not : for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, which
shall burn forever.
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5 Thus saith the Lorp; Cursed be the man that
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose
heart departeth from the Lorp.

6 IFor he shall be like the heath in the desert, and
shall not see when good cometh ; but shall inhabit the
parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not
inhabited.

7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lorp, and
whose hope the Lorbp is.

8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters,
and that spreadeth out her roots by the river,and shall
not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green;
and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither
shall cease from yielding fruit. e

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and des-
perately wicked : who can know it ?

10 I the Lorp search the heart, I try the reins, even
to give every man according to his ways, and according
to the fruit of his doings.

NOVEMBER 21.
THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH. 2 Chron. xxxvi, 11-21.

11 Zep-e-rU'am was one and twenty years old when
he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in Je1ru'sa-
lem.

12 And he did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lorp his God, and humbled not himself before
Jer-e-mi‘'ali the prophet speaking from the mouth of the
Lorbp.

13 And he also rebelled against king Neb-u-chad-
nez'zar, who had made him swear by God : but he stiff-
ened his neck, and hardened his heart from turning
unto the Lorp God of Is'ra-el.
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14 Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the peo-
ple, transgressed very much after all the abominations
of the heathen; and polluted the house of the Lorp
which he had hallowed in Je-ru'sa-lem.

15 And the Lorp God of their fathers sent to them
by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; be-
cause he bhad compassion on his people, and on his
dwelling-place :

16 But they mocked the messengers of God, and
despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the
wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there
was no remedy.

17 Therefore he brought upon them the king of the
Chal'dees, who slew their young men with the sword in
the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion
upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that
stooped for age: he gave them all into his hand. .

18 And all the vessels of the house of God, great
and small, and the treasures of the house of the Lorbp,
and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all
these he brought to Bab'y-lon.

19 And they burnt the house of God, and.brake
down the wall of Jeru'salem, and burnt all the pal-
aces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly ves-
sels thereof.

20 And them that had escaped from the sword car-
ried he away to Bab'y-lon; where they were servants
to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of
Per'si-a:

21 To fulfill the word of the Lorp by the mouth of
Jer-emi’ah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths:
for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to ful-
fill threescore and ten years.
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NOVEMBER 22.

By THE RIVERS OF BABYLON. Psa. cxxxvii, 1-6.

1 By the rivers of Bab'y-lon, there we sat down, yea,
we wept, when we remembered Zi'on.

2 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the
midst thereof.

8 For there they that carried us away captive required
of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us
mirth, saymg Sing us one of the songs of Zi'on.

4 How shall we sing the Lorp’s song in a strange
land ?

5 If I forget thee, O Jeru'sa-lem, let my right hand
forget her cunning.

6 If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to
the roof of my mouth; if I plefel not Jeru'sa-lem above
my chief joy.

NOVEMBEIRR 23.
THE WATCHMAN’S VoOICE. Ezek. xxxiii, 1-11.

1 Acaix the word of the Lorp came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, speak to the children of thy people
and say unto theln When I bring the sword upon a
land, if the people of the land take a man of their coasts,
and set him for their watchman :

3 If when he seeth the sword come upon the land,
he blow the trumpet, and warn the people ;

4 Then whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet,
and taketh not warning; if the sword come, and take
him away, his blood shall be upon his own head.

5 He heard the sound of the trumpet, and took not
warning ; his blood shall be upon him. But he that
taketh warning shall deliver his soul.
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6 But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow
not the trumpet, and the people be not warned ; if the
sword come, and take any person from among them,
he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will I
require at the watchman’s hand.

7 So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman
unto the house of Is'ra-el; therefore thou shalt hear the
word at my mouth, and warn them from me.

8 When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou
shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the
wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his
iniquity ; but his blood will I require at thine hand.

9 Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way
to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he
shall die in his iniquity ; but thou hast delivered thy
soul.

10 Therefore, O thou son of man, speak unto the
house of Is'ra-el; Thus ye speak, saying, If our trans-
gressions and our sins be upon us, and we pine away in
them, how should we then live ?

11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord Gop, I
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that
the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn
ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house
of Is'ra-el?

NOVEMBER 24.
DANIEL'S PUurRPOSE. Dan. i, 8-21.

8 Bur Dan'iel purposed in his heart that he would
not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat,
nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he re-
quested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not
defile himself.

9 Now God had brought Dan'iel into favor and tender
love with the prince of the eunuchs.
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10 And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Dan'iel,
I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat
and your drink : for why should he see your faces worse
liking than the children which are of your sort? then
shall ye make me endanger my head to the king.

11 Then said Dan’iel to Mel'zar, whom the prince of
the eunuchs had set over Dan’iel, Han-a-ni ‘al, Mi-sha'el,
and Az-a-1'ah,

12 Prove thy servants, I besecch thee, ten days; and
let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink.

13 Then let our countenance be looked upon before
thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of
the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest deal
with thy servants.

14 So he consented to them in this matter, and
proved them ten days.

15 And at the end of ten days their countenances
appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children
which did eat the portion of the king’s meat.

16 Thus Mel'zar took away the portion of their meat,
and tke wine that they should drink; and gave them pulce

17 As for these four children, God gavethem knowl-
edge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Dan‘iel
had understanding in all visions and dreams.

18 Now at the end of the days that the king had
said he should bring them in, then the prince of the
eunuchs brought them in before Neb-u-chad-nez'zar.

19 And the king communed with them; and among
them all was found none like Dan’iel, ITan-a-ni'ah, Mi-sha'-
el, and Az-a-r'ah: therefore stood they before the king.

20 And in all matters of wisdom and undelstandmfr
that the king inqnired of them, he found them ten
times better than all the mqglcmns and astrologers that
were in all his realm.

21 And Dan’iel continued even unto the first yearof
king Cy'rus.

26
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NOVEMBER 25.
BELSHAZZAR’S VISION. Dan. v, 1-12.

1 BEer-smaz'zar the king made a great feast to a thou-
sand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand.

2 Belshaz'zar, while he tasted the wine, commanded
to bring the g:olden and silver vessels which his father
Neb-u-chad-nez'zar had taken out of the temple which
was in Jeru'salem; that the king and his princes, his
wives and his concubmes might drink therein.

3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were
taken out of the temple of the house of God which was
at Je-ru’salem ; and the king and his princes, his wives
and his concubines, drank in them.

4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold,
and of silver, of brass, of 1ron, of wood, and of stone.

5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s
hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the
plaster of the wall of the king’s palace: and the king
saw the part of the hand that wrote.

6 Then the king’s countenance was changed, and his
thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins
were loosed and his knees smote one against another.

7 The Llng cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the
Chal-de’ans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake,
and said to the wise men of Bab'y-lon, Whosoever shall
read this writing, and show me the mterpl etation there-
of, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of
gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the
kingdom.

8 Then came in all the king’s wise men: but they
could not read the writing, nor make known to the
king the interpretation thereof.

9 Then was king Belshaz'zar greatly troubled, and
his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were
astonied.
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10 Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king
and his lords, came into the banquet-house: and the
queen spake and said, O king, live forever: let not thy
thoughts trouble thee nor let thy countenance be
chanﬂed

11 There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the
spirit of the holy gods; and in the daw of thy father
light and undelstfmdmfr and wisdom, like the wisdom
of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Neb-u-
chad-nez'zar thy father, the knw I say, thy father,

made master of the magwlans, astloloO'els Chal-de'ans,
and soothsayers;

12 Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge,
and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and showmg
of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts were found
in the same Dan’iel, whom the king named Bel-te-shaz-
zar : now let Dan’iel be called, and he will show the
interpretation.

NOVEMBER 26.
DANIEL'S INTERPRETATION. Dan. v, 17-31.

17 Tuex Dan'iel answered and said before the king,
Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to an
other; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and
make kiown to him the inter pretation.

18 O thou king, the most high God gave Neb-u-_
chad-nez'zar thy father a kmwdom and ma.]ecty, and
glory, and honor :

19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all people,
nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him -
whom he would he slew; and whom he would he kept
alive; and whom he would he set up ; and whom he

would he put down.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind
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Lardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly
throne, and they took his glory from him:

21 And he was driven from the sons of men ; and his
heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was
with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen,
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he
knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of
men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will.

22 And thou his son, O Bel-shaz'zar, hast not hum-
bled thine heart, though thou knewest all this;

23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of
heaven ; and they have brought the vessels of his house
before thee, and thou and thy lords, thy wives and thy
concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast
praised the. gods of silver,and gold, of bxass iron, wood,
and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know and the
God in whose hand thy breath 1s, and whose are all
thy ways, hast thou not glorified :

94 Then was the part of the hand sent from him;
and this writing was written.

25 And this 1s the writing that was written, ME'NE,
ME/NE, TE'KEL, U-PHAR'SIN.

96 This is the inter pretation of the thing: ME'NE ;
God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.

27 TE'KEL; Thou art Welghed in the balances, and
ert found wanting.

28 PE'RES; T hy kingdom is divided, and given to
the Medes and Per'si-ans.

29 Then commanded Bel-shaz'zar, and they clothed
Dan’iel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his
neck, and made a pxodama‘mon concerning him, that he
should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

80 In that night was Belshaz'zar the king of the
Chal-de’ans slain.

81 And Da-ri’us the Me'di-an took the kingdom, be-
ing about threescore and two years old.
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NOVEMBER 27.
DANIEL IN THE DEN oOF Lions. Dan. vi, 10-23.

10 Now when Dan'iel knew that the writing was
signed, he wentinto his house ; and, his windows Sein
open in his chamber toward Je-ru'sa-lem, he ]\neeleg
upon his knees three times a day, and pr ayed and gave
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

11 Then these men assembled and found Dan'iel pray-
ing and making supplication before his God.

12 Then they came near, and spake before the king
concerning the king’s declee Hast thou not signed a
decree, that ever y man that shall ask a petition of any
god or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king,
shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered
and said, The thing is true, according to the Taw of the
Medes and Per’si-ans, which altereth not.

13 Then answered they and said before the king,
That Dan'iel, which is of the children of the captivity
of Ju'dal, 1eg'11(]eth not thee, O king, nor the decree
that thou hast signed, but maketh lis petition three
times a day.

14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was
sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Dan’-
iel to deliver him: and he labored till the going down
of the sun to deliver him.

15 Then these men assembled unto the king, and said
unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes
and Per'si-ans 1s, That no decree nor statute which the
king establisheth may be changed.

16 Then the king commanded, and they brought
Dan'iel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the
king spake and said unto Dan’iel, Thy God whom thou
servest continually, he will deliver thee.

17 And a stone was brought, and laid upon the
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mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own
signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the pur-
pose might not be changed concerning Dan'iel.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and passed the
night fasting: neither were instruments of music
brought before him : and his sleep went from him.

19 Then the king arose very early in the morning,
and went in haste unto the den of lions.

20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a
lamentable voice unto Dan’iel: and the king spake and
said to Dan'iel, O Dan’iel, servant of the living God, 1s
thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to de-
liver thee from the lions?

21 Then said Dan'iel unto the king, O king, live
forever. '

22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the
lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch
as before him innocency was found in me; and also be-
fore thee, O king, have I done no hurt. \

23 Then was the king éxceeding glad for him, and
commanded that they should take Dan’iel up out of
the'den. So Dan'iel was taken up out of the den, and
no manner of hurt was found upon him, becanse he be-

lieved in his God.

NOVEMBER 28.

WHEN THE LORD TURNED AGAIN. Psa. exxvi.

1 Wuex the Lorp turned again the captivity of Zi'on,
we were like them that dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our
tongue with singing : then said they among the heathen,
The Lorp hath done great things for them.

8 The Lorp hath done great things for us; whereof
we are glad.
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4 Turn again our captivity, O Lorp, as the streams
in the south.

5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bring-
ing his sheaves with him.

NOVEMBER 20.

THE RETURN FROM CAPTIVITY. Ezra i, 1-6.

1 Now in the first year of Cy’'rus king of Per'si-a, that
the word of the Lorp by the mouth of Jer-e-mi'ah
might be fulfilled, the Lorp stirred up the spirit of
Cylus king of Persi- a, that he made a proclamation
tluoughout all his l\madom and put it also in writing,
sayling,

2 Thus saith Cy rus king of Per’si-a, The Lorp God
of heaven hath given me all the l\m(rdoms of the earth;
and he hath char gcd me to build hlm a house at Je-ru'-
sa-lem, which 1s in Ju'dah.

3 Who is there among you of all his pewople2 his God
be with him, and let hlm go up to Je-ru’sa-lem, which is
n Ju'dah, aud build the house of the Lorp (;rod of Is'-

ra-el, (he is the God,) which is in Je-ru’sa-lem.

4 And whosoever remaineth in any place where he
qo]oulneth let the men of his place heip him with
silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts,
I>e31des the free-will offering for the house of God that is
m Je-ru’salem.

5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Ju'dah
and Ben'ja-min, and the priests, and the Le'vites, with
all them whose spirit God had mmed to go up to build
the house of the Lorp which 1s 1n Je ru'sa-lem.

6 And all they that were about them strengthened
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their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods,
and with beasts, and with precious things, besides all
that was Wllhngly offered.

NOVEMBER 30.

THE COMING OF THE MESSENGER. Mal. iii, 16-iv, 6.

16 TaEN they that feared the Lorp spake often omne
to another : and the Lorp hearkened, and heard it, and
a book of remembrance was written before him for
them that feared the Lorp, and that thought upon his
name.

17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lorp of hosts, in
that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the
righteous and the wicked, "between him that serveth
God and him that serveth him not.,

1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an
oven; and all the proud, yea, “and all that do wickedly
shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn
them up, saith the Lorp of hosts, that it 'shall leave
. them neither root nor branch.

2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of
righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye
shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.

3 And ye "shall tread down the wicked ; for they
bha,ll be ashes under the soles of your feet i in the day
that I shall do this, saith the Lorp of hosts.

4 Remember ye ‘the law of Mo'ses my servant, which
I commanded unto him in Ho'reb for all Is'ra-el, with
the statutes and judgments.

5 Behold, I will send you E-li'jah the prophet hefore
the coming 'of the great and dreadtul day of the Lorp:
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6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers,
lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.

THANKSGIVING DAY.
O SING UNTO THE LORD. Psa. xcvi.

1 O siva unto the Lorp a new song: sing unto the
Lorp, all the earth.

2 Sing unto the Lorp, bless his name; show forth
his salvation from day to da\

8 Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders
among all people.

4 For the Lorp is great, and greatly to be praised :
he 1s to be feared above all gods.

5 For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the
Lorp made the heavens.

6 Honor and majesty are before him: strength and
beauty are in his sanctuary.

7 Give unto the Lorp, O ye kindreds of the people,
give unto the Lorp (rlmy and strength.

8 Give unto the Lorbp the glory due unto his name:
bring an offering, and come into his courts.

9 O worship the Lorp in the beauty of holiness : fear
before him, all the earth.

10 Say among the heathen that the Lorp reigneth:
the world also shall be established that it shall not be
moved : he shall judge the people righteouxly.

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let The ear th be glad ;
let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof.

12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein:
then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice

13 Before the Lorp: for he cometh, for he cometh
to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with
righteousness, and the people with his truth.



396 SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING.

DECEMBER 1.

PAuL AT TroaS. Acts xx, 6-16.

6 AND we sailed away from Philip'pi after the days
of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Tro’as in
five days; where we abode seven days.

7 And upon the first day of the week, when the dis-
ciples came together to break bread, Paul preached
unto them, ready to depart on the morrow ; and con-
tinued his speech until midnight.

8 And there were many lights in the upper chamber,
where they were gathered together.

9 And there sat in the window a certain young man
named Eu'ty-chus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and
as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep,
and fell down %rom the third loft, and was taken up
dead.

10 And Paul went down, and fell on him, and em-
bracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is
in him. ' '

11 When he therefore was come up again, and had
broken bread, and eaten, and talked a long while, even
till break of day, so he departed.

12 And they brought the young man alive, and were
not a little comforted.

13 And we went before to ship, and sailed unto As"-
sos, there intending to take in Paul: for so had he ap-
pointed, minding himself to go afoot.

14 And when he met with us at As'sos, we took him
in, and came to Mit-y-le'ne.

15 And we sailed thence, and came the next day over
against Chi'os; and the next day we arrived at Sa'mos,
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and tarried at Tro-gyl'li-um; and the next day we came
to Mi-le'tus.

16 For Paul had determined to sail by Eph'e-sus, be-
cause he would not spend the time in A'si-a: for he
hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Je-ru'sa-lem
the day of Pen’te-cost.

DECEMBEIR 2.
- PAUL AT MILETUS. Acts xx, 17-27.

17 Anxp from Mile'tus he sent to LEpl'esus, and
called the elders of the church.

18 And when they were come to him, he said unto
them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into
A'si-a, after what manner I have been with you at all
seasons, .

19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and
with many teals and temptations, which befell me by
the lying in wait of the Jews:

20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable
unto you, but have showed you, and have taught you
publicly, and from house to house,

21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the
Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ.

22 And now behold, I go bound in the spirit unto
Je-ru'sa-lem, not knowing the things that shall befall
me there:

23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every
city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.

24 But none of these things move me, neither count
[ my life dear unto myself, so that I mwht finish my
course with Joy and the ministry, which I Tave received

of the Lord Je'sus, to testify the gospcl of the grace of
God.
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25 And now behold, I know that ye all, among
whom I have gone preachmg the klngdom of God shall
see my face no more.

26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I
am pure from the blood of all men.

27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all

the counsel of God.

DECEMBER J3.
PAuL AT MILETUS. Acts xx, 28-38.

28 TakE heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood.

29 For I know this, that after my departing shall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the
flock.

30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking
perverse things, to draw away disciples after ‘them.

31 Theretore watch, and remember, that by the
space of three years I cease not to warn every one night
and day with tears.

32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and
to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up,
and to give you an inheritance among all them which
are sanctified.

33 I have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel.

34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have
ministered unto my necessities, "and to them that were
with me.

35 I have showed you all things, how that so labor-
ing ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the
words of the Lord Je'sus, how he said, It is more blessed
to give than to receive.
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36 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down,
and prayed with them all.

37 And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck,
and kissed him,

38 Sorrowing most of all for the words which he
spake, that they should see his face nomore. And they
accompanied him unto the ship.

DECEMBER %4,

PAauL's JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM. Aects xxi, 3-15.

3 Now when we had discovered Cy'prus, we left it
on th(, left hand, and sailed into Syr'i-a, and landed at
Tyre : for there ‘the ship was to unlade ‘her burden.

4 And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days:
who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not
go up to Je-ru'sa-lem.

5 And when we had accomplished those days, we
departed and went our way; and they all brought us
on our way, with wives and children, till we were out of
the city : and we kneeled down on the shore, and prayed.

6 And when we had taken our leave one of another,
we took ship; and they returned home again.

7 And when we had finished our course from Tyre,
we came to Ptol-e-ma’is, and saluted the brethren, and
abode with them one day.

8 And the next day we that were of Paul’s com-
pany departed, and came unto Cesa-re'a; and we en-
tered into the house of Phil'tp the cvmm‘ehst which
was one of the seven; and abode with him,

9 And the same man had four daughters, virgins,
which did prophesy.

10 And as we tarried there many days, there came
down from Ju-de’a a certain prophet, named Ag'a-bus.
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11 And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's
girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said,
Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Je-ru'-
sa-lem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall
deliver him into the hands of the Gen'tiles.

12 And when we heard these things, both we, and
they of that place, besought him not to go up to Je-ru'-
sa-lem.

13 Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and
to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound
only, but also to die at Jeru'sa-lem for the name of the
Lord Je'sus.

14 And when he would not be persuaded, we ceased,
saying, The will of the Lord be done.

15 And after those days we took up our carriages,
and went up to Jeru'sa-lem.

DECEMBER 5.
PAuL’s ARREST. Acts xxi, 27-40.

27 Anp when the seven days were almost ended, the
Jews which were of A'si-a, when they saw him in the
temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on
him,

28 Crying out, Men of Is'ra-el, help: This is the man,
that teacheth all men every-where against the people,
and the law, and this place: and further brought Greeks
also into the temple, and hath polluted this holy place.

29 For they had seen before with him in the city
Troph'i-mus an E-phe’si-an, whom they supposed that
Paul had brought into the temple.

30 And all the city was moved and the people ran
together: and they took Paul, and drew him out of
the temple: and forthwith the doors were shut.
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31 And as they went about to kill him, tidings came
unto the chief captain of the band, that all Je-ru’sa-lem
was 1n an uproar:

32 Who immediately took soldiers and centurions,
and ran down unto them: and when they saw the
chief captain and the soldiers, they left beating of
Paul.

33 Then the chief captain came near, and took him,
and commanded him to be bound with two chains;
and demanded who he was, and what he had done.

34 And some cried one thing, some another, among
the multitude: and when he could not know the cer-
tainty for the tumult, he commanded him to be carried
into the castle.

85 And when he came upon the stairs, so it was,
that he was borne of the soldiers for the violence of the
people.

36 For the multitude of the people followed after,
crying, Away with him.

87 And as Paul was to be led into the castle, he
said unto the chief captain, May I speak unto thee?
Who said, Canst thou speak Greek ?

38 Art not thou that E-gyp’tian, which before these
days madest an uproar, and leddest out into the wilder-
ness four thousand men that were murderers ?

39 But Paul said, I am a man which am a Jew of
Tar'sus, a city in Ci-li‘ci-a, a citizen of no mean city:
and I beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the
people.

40 And when he had given him license, Paul stood
on the stairs, and beckoned with the hand unto the peo-
ple. And when there was made a great silence, he
spake unto them in the He'brew tongue.
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DECEMBER o.
PAUL IN THE CASTLE. Aects xxii, 17-29.

17 Awp it came to pass, that, when I was come again
to Je-ru'sa-lem, even while I pmyed in the temple I
was 1n a trance;

18 And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and
get thee quickly out of Jeru'salem: for they will not
receive thy testimony concerning me.

19 And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned
and beat in every synagogue them that believed on
thee :

20 And when the blood of thy martyr Ste’phen was
shed, I also was standing by, and consenting unto his
death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him.

21 And he said unto me, Depart : for I will send thee
far hence unto the Gen'tiles.

22 And they gave him audience unto this word, and
then lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such a
fellow from the earth : for it is not fit that he should
live.

28 And as they cried out, and cast off their clothes,
and threw dust into the air,

24 The chief captain commanded him to be brought
into the castle, and bade that he should be examined
by scourging; that he might know wherefore they
cried so against him.

95 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said
unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to
scourge a man that is a Ro’'man, and urcondemned ?

26 When the centurion heard that, he went and told
the chief captain, saying, Take heed what thou doest;
for this man is a Ro'man.

27 Then the chief captain came, and said unto him,
Tell me, art thou a Ro'man ? He said, Yea.
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28 And the chief captain answered, With a great
sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I
was free born.

29 Then straightway they departed from him which
should have examined hin: and the chief captain also
was afraid, after he knew that he was a Ro'man, and
because he had bound him.

DECEMBER 7.
PAuL BEFORE FELIX. Acts xxiv, 10-27.

10 Tuex Paul, after that the governor had beckoned
unto him to spen]\, answered, IForasmuch as I know
that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this
nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself :

11 Because that thou mayest understand, that there
are yet but twelve days since I went up to Teaw'salem
for to worship.

12 And they neither found me in the temple disput-
ing with any man, neither raising up the people, neither
in the synagogues, nor in the city:

13 Neither can they prove the things whercof they
now accuse me.

14 But this I confess unto thee, that after the way
which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my
fathers, believing all things which are written in the
law and in the prophets:

15 And have hope toward God, which they them-
selves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of
the dead, both of the just and unjust.

16 And herein do T exercise myself, to have always
a conscience void of offense toward (xod and toward
men.

17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to

my nation, and offerings.
27
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18 Whereupon certain Jews from A’si-a found me
purified in the temple, neither with multitude, nor
with tumult.

19 Who ought to have been here before thee, and
object, if they had aught against me.

20 Or else let these same here say, if they have
found any evil doing in me, while I stood before the
council,

21 Except it be for this one voice, that I cried stand-
ing among them, Touching the resurrection of the dead
I am called in question by you this day.

22 And when Fe'lix heard these things, having more
perfect knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and
said, When Lys't-as the chief captain shall come down,
I will know the uttermost of your matter.

23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul,
and to let him have liberty, and that he should forbid
none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto
him,

24 And after certain days, when IFe'lix came with
his wife Dru-sil'la, which was a Jew’ess, he sent for
Paul; and heard him concerning the faith in Christ.

25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance,
and judgment to come, Fe'lix trembled, and answered,
Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient
season, I will call for thee.

26 He hoped also that money should have been
given him of DPaul, that he might loose him: where-
fore he sent for him the oftener, and communed with
him. .

27 But after two years Por'cius Fes'tus came into
Fe'lix’ room: and Fe'lix, willing to show the Jews a
pleasure, left Paul bound.
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DECEMBER 8.
PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA. Acts xxvi, 1-18.

1 Tnex A-grip’pa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted
to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the
hand, and answered for himself:

9 1 think myself happy, king A-grip'pa, because I
sh‘tll answer for myself this dm before thee touching
all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews :

3 Dspecmlly because I know thee to be expert in all
customs and questions which are among the Jews:
wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently.

4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at
first among mine own nation at Jeru'sa-lem, know all
the Jews;

5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would
testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion
I lived a Phar'i-see.

6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of
the promise made of God unto our fathers:

7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly
serving God day and night, hope to come. Tor which
hopca sake, king A-grip’pa, I am accused of the Jews

8 Why should it e thought a thing incredible with
you, that God should raise the dead?

9 T verily thought with myself, that I ought to do

many things contrmy to the name of Je'sus of Naz'a
reth.

10 Which thing Talso did in Jeru'salem: and many
of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received
authority from the chief priest; and when they were
put to death, I gave my voice against them.

11 And 1 puulshed them oft 1n every synagogue, and
compelled them to blaspheme; and being e\ceedlnrrh
mad against them, I per secuted them even unto strange
cities.
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12 Whereupon as I went to Da-mas’cus with authority
and commission from the chief pr lests,

13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a lmht from
heaven, above the bncvhtness of the sun, shmmg round
about me and them whlch journeyed thh me.

14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard
a voice speaking uuto me, and saying in the He'blew
tongue, Saul, Saul, Why peraecutest thou me ¢ 1t 1s hard
for thee to klck acramst the pricks.

15 And I said, “Who art thou, Lord ? And he said,
I am Je'sus whom thou per secutest. -

16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have e ap-
peared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a min-
1ster and a witness both of these things which thou hast
seen, and of those things in the \Vhlch I will appear
unto thee ;

17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the
Gen'tiles, unto whom now I send thee, .

18 To open their eyes, and to turn ‘them from dark-
ness to light, and from the power of Sa'tan unto God,
that ’rhey may receive forgiveness of sins, and mheut—
ance among them which are sanctified by faith that 1s
in me.

DECEMBER O.

AGRIPPA AND PAUL. Acts xxvi, 19-32.

19 Wuereuvpow, O king A-grip’pa, I was not disobe-
dient unto the heavenly vision :

20 But showed first unto them of Da-mas’cus, and at
Jeru'sa-lem, and throughout all the coast of Ju-de's,
and then to the Gen’ tlles that they should repent and
turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

91 For these causes the Jews caught me in the tem-
ple, and went about to kill me.
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22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I con-
tinue unto this day, witnessing both to small and
great, saying none other things than those which the
prophets and Mo'ses did say should come:

28 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be
the first that should rise from the dead, and should show
light unto the people, and to the Geu'tiles.

24 And as he thus spake for himself, Fes'tus said
with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much
learning doth make thee mad.

25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Fes'tus;
but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.

26 Ifor the king knoweth of these things, before
whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that
none of these things are hidden from him; for this
thing was not done in a corner.

27 King A-grip’pa, believest thou the prophets? I
know that thou believest.

28 Then A-grip'pa said unto Paul, Almost thou per-
suadest me to be a Chris'tian.

29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only
thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both
almost, and altogether such as I am, except these
bonds.

30 And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up,
and the governor, and Ber-ni'ce, and they that sat with
them :

81 And when they were gone aside, they talked be-
tween themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing wor-
thy of death or bonds.

32 Then said A-grip’pa unto Fes'tus, This man
might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed
unto Ce'sar.
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DECEMBER 10.
THE VOYAGE. Aects xxvii, 1-13.

1 A~p when it was determined that we should sail
into It'a-ly, they delivered Paul and certain other pris-
oners unto one named Ju'li-us, a centurion of Au-gus'-
tus’ band.

2 And entering into a ship of Ad-ra-myt'tium, we
launched, meaning to sail by the coast of A’si-a; one
Ar-is-tar’chus, a Mac-e-do'ni-an of Thes-sa-lo-ni’ca, being
with us.

8 And the next day we touched at Si'don. And Ju*
li-us courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty
to go unto his friends to refresh himself.

4 And when we had launched from- thence, we sailed
under Cy’prus, because the winds were contrary.

5 And when we had sailed over the sea of Cili'ci-a
and Pam-phyli-a, we came to My'ra, a city of Ly’ci-a.

6 And there the centurion found a ship of Al-ex-an*
dri-a sailing into It’a-ly; and he put us therein.

7 And when we had sailed slowly many days, and
scarce were come over against Cni'dus, the wind not
suﬁ'ermg us, we sailed under Crete, over against Sal-
mo'ne;

8 And hardly passing it, came unto a place which is
called the Fair Ha’ vens; nloh whereunto was the city
of La-se'a.

9 Now when much time was spent, and when sailing
was now dangerous, because the fast was now already
past, Paul admonished them,

10 And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this
voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only
of the lading and ship, but also of our lives.

11 Nevertheless the centurion believed the master
and the owner of the ship, more than those things which
were spoken by Paul.
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12 And because the haven was not commodions to
winter in, the more part advised to depart thence also,
it by any means they might attain to Pheni'ce, and
there to winter; which 1s a haven of Crete, and lieth
toward the south-west and north-west.

13 And when the south wind blew softly, suppos-
ing that they had obtained their purpose, loosing thence,
they sailled close by Crete.

DECEMBER 11.
PAUL IN THE STORM. Acts xxvii, 14-28.

14 Bur not long after there arose against it a tem-
pestuous wind, called Eu-roc'ly-don.

15 And when the ship was caught, and could not
bear up into the wind, we let her drive.

16 And running under a certain island which 1s called
Clau‘da, we had much work to come by the boat :

17 Which when they had taken up, they uscd helps,
undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should
fall into the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven.

18 And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest,
the next day they lightened the ship;

19 And the third day we cast out with our own
hands the tackling of the ship.

20 And when neither sun nor stars in many days ap-
peared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that
we should be saved was then taken away.

21 But after long abstinience, Paul stood forth in the
midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened
unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to
have gained this harm and loss.

22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for
there shall be no loss of any man’s life among yeu, but
of the ship.
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23 For there stood by me this night the angel of
God, whose I am, and whom I serve,

24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought
before Ce'sar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them
that sail with thee.

25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe
God, that it shall be even as 1t was told me.

26 Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island.

DECEMBER 12,

THE SHIPWRECK. Acts xxvii, 33-44.

83 Anp while the day was coming on, Paul besought
them all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth
day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having
taken nothing.

34 Wherefore I pray you to take some meat; for this
is for your health : for there shall not a hair fall from
the head of any of you.

85 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread,
and gave thanks to God in presence of them all;
and when he had broken it, he began to eat.

86 Then were they all of good cheer, and they also
took some meat.

87 And we were 1n all in the ship two hundred three-
score and sixteen souls.

38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened
the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea.

39 And when it was day, they knew not the land:
but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into
the which they were minded, if it were possible, to
thrust in the ship.

40 And when they had taken up the anchors, they
committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rud-



SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING. 411

der bands, and hoised up the mainsail to the wind, and
made toward shore.

41 And falling into a place where two seas met,
they ran the ship aground ; and the forepart stuck fast,
and remained unmovable, but the hinder part was
broken with the violence of the waves.

42 And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the prison-
ers, lest any of them should swim out, and escape.

43 But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept
them from their purpose; and commanded that they
which could swim should cast themselves first into the
sea, and get to land :

44 And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken
pieces of the ship.  And so it came to pass, that they
escaped all safe to land.

DECEMBEIR 13.
PAuL AT MELITA. Acts xxviii, 1-10.

1 Axp when they were escaped, then they knew that
the island was called Me-li'ta.

2 And the barbarous people showed us no little kind-
ness : for they kindled a fire, and recetved us every one,
because of the present rain, and becausc of the cold.

3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks,
and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the
heat, and fastened on his hand.

4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast
hang on lns hand, they said among themselves, No doubt
this man is a lllllldelel‘ whom, though he hath escaped
the sea, yet vengeance suf'fexvth not to live.

5 And le shook off the beast into the fire ¢, and felt
no harm.

6 ITowbeit they looked when he should have swollen,
or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had
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looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him,
they changed their minds, and said that he was a god.

7 In the same quarters were possessions of the chief
man of the island, whose name was Pub'li-us; who re-
ceived us, and lodged us three days cour teous]v

8 And it came to pass, that the father of Pub/li-us
lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul
entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and
healed him.

9 So when this was done, others also, which had dis-
eases in the island, came, and were healed :

10 Who also honored us with many honors; and
when we departed, they laded us with such things as
were necessary.

DECEMBER 14.
PAUL AT ROME. Acts xxviii, 16-31.

16 Axp when we came to Rome, the centurion deliv-
ered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but
Paul was suffered to dwell- by himself with a soldier
that kept him.

17 And 1t came to paas that after three days Paul
called the chief of the Jews together: and when they
were come together, he said unto them, Men and
brethren, though I have committed nothlno' against the
people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered
prisoner from Je-ru’'sa-lem into the hands of the Ro'-
mans :

18 Who, when they had examined me, would have
let me go, because there was no cause of death in me.

19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was con-
strained to appeal unto Ce'sar ; not “that T had aught to
accuse my nation of.

20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to
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see you, and to speak with you: because that for the
hope of Is'ra-el I am bound with this chain.

21 And they said unto him, We neither received
letters out of Ju-de’a concerning thee, neither any of the
brethren that came showed or spake any harm of thee.

2 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest:
for as concerning this sect, we know that every-where
it 1s spoken ao”funst

93 And when they had appointed him a day, there
came many to him into his lodging; to whom he ex-
pounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading
them concerning Je'sus, both out of the law of Mo'ses,
and out of the propuets from morning till evening.

24 And some believed the things which were spo]\en
and some believed not.

25 And when they agreed not among themselves,
they departed, after that Paul had spoken _one wond
Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esa’ias the plophet
unto our fathers,

26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye
shall hear, and shall not understand ; ; and seenm ye
shall see, and not perceive:

27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes Iave they
closed ; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear
with their e ears, and understand with their hearts, and
should be converted, and I should heal them.

28 Be it known therefore unto you,that the salvation of
God is sent unto the Gen'tiles, and that they will hear it.

99 And when he had said these wor ds, the Jews de-
parted, and had great reasoning among themaelves

30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own
hired house, and received all that came in unto him.

31 Preachmg the kingdom of God, and teaching those
things which concern the Lord Je'sus Christ, with all
conﬁdence no man forbidding him.
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DECEMBER 15.

RECONCILIATION WITH Gob. Eph. ii, 4-22.

4 Bur God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love
wherewith he loved us,

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved,)

6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly places 1n Christ Je'sus.

7 That in the ages to come he might show the ex-
ceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness toward us,
thlou(rh Christ Je'sus.

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God :

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Je'sus unto good works, which God hath before or-
dained that we should. walk in them.

11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past
Gen'tiles in the flesh, who ave called Uncircumeision by
that which is called the Circumeision in the flesh made
by hands;

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of Is'ra-el, and str: angers
from the covenants of promise, hannw no hope, and
without God in the world :

13 But now, in Christ Je'sus, ye who sometime were
far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one,
and hath broken down the middle wall of pmtltlon
between us ;

15 Havmg abolished in his flesh the enmity, even
the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for
to make in himself of twain one new man, so makmg
peace ;
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16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in
one body by the cross, Davi ing slain the enmity thereby :

17 And came and pre‘xched peace to you which were
afar off, and to them that were nigh.

18 For through him we both have access by one
Spirit unto the Father.

19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and for-
eigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God ;

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Je’sus Christ himself being the chief
corner-stone ;

91 In whom all the building fitly framed together
gro“ eth unto a holy temple in the Lord :

2 In whom ye also are builded together for a habi-
tatlon of God through the Spirit.

DECEMBER 16.
THE PERFECT MAN. Eph. iv, 7-16.

orace accord-

7 Bur unto every one of usis given g

ing to the measure of the gift of Christ.

8 Wherefore he saithy When he ascended up on
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto
men.

9 Now that he ascended, what 1is 1t but that he also
descended first into the lower parts of the earth?

10 He that descended is the same also that as-
cended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all
things.

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ;

12 For the ‘perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the miunistry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
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18 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of tbe fullness of Chrlst

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doc-
trine, by the sleicht of men, and cunning craftiness,
Wherebv they lie in wait to decel\ e;

15 But speaking the truth in lov e may grow up into
him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

16 From whom the whole body ﬁtly joined together
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, ac-
cording to the effectual working in the measure of
every part maketh increase of the body unto the edify-

ing of 1tself 1n love.

DECEMBER 17.
THE MIND oF CHRIST. Phil. ii, 5-16.

5 Ler this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Je'sus:

6 Who being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God:

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness
of men:

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross.

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above every name:

10 That at the name of Je'sus every knee should bow,
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and thmgs
under the earth;

11 And that evely tongue should confess that-Je'sus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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12 Wherefore my beloved, as ye have always obeyed,
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
tremblin g:

13 Now it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure.

14 Do all things without murmurings and dis-
putings :

15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons
of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation, among ‘whom ye shine as lights in the
world ;

16 Holdm(r forth the word of life; that I may re-
joice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain,
neither labored in vain.

DECEMBEIR 18.
RISEN - wITH CHRIST. Col. iii, 1-15.

1 Ir ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand
of God.

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things
on the earth.

8 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ
in God.

4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then
shall ye also appear with him in 0‘101 V.

5 Mortity therefore your members which are upon
the earth ; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection,
evil connnplscence, and covetouaness which is 1dolatry :

6 For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh
on the children of disobedience :

7 In the which ye also walked sometime, when ye
lived in them.
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8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your
mouth.

9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off
the old man with his deeds;

10 And have put on the new man, which is re-
newed in knowledge after the image of him that created
him :

11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circum-
cision nor uncircumcision, Bar-ba'ri-an, Scythlan bond
nor free: but Christ is all and in all.

12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, long-suffering;

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one an-
other, if any man have a quarrel afmmst any: even as
Christ for gave you, so also do ye.

14 And above all these things put on challty, whlch
is the boud of perfectness.

15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to
the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye
thankful.

DECEMBER 109,

GODLINESS WITH CONTENTMENT. 1 Tim. vi, 6-16.

6 Bur godliness with contentment is great gain.

7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is
certain we can carry nothing out.

8 And having food and 1a1ment let us be therewith
content.

9 But they that.will be rich fall into temptation and
a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which
drown men in destruction and perdition.

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil:
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which while some coveted after, they have erred from
the faith, and pierced themselves through with many
SOIToWsS.

11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and
follow after righteousness, godliness,.faith, love, pa-
tience, meekness. '

12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal
life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed
a good profession before many witnesses.

13 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who
quickeneth all things, and before Christ Je'sus, who be-
fore Pon'ti-ug Pi'late witnessed a good confession ;

14 That thou keep this commandment without spot,
unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Je'sus
Christ : '

15 Which in his times he shall show, who 1s the
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and
Lord of lords ;

16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light
which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath
seen, nor can see : to whom be honor and power ever-
lasting. Amen.

DECEMBER 20.
PAaur’s LAST CHARGE. 2 Tim. iv, 1-8.

1 I cnmarcE thee therefore before God, and the Lord
Je'sus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead
at his appearing and his kingdom ;

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of
season ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering
and doctrine.

8 For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they

heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
28
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4 And théy shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions,
do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry.

6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of
my departure is at hand.

7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith :

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto
all them also that love his appearing.

DECEMBER 21.
THE PRECIOUS BLOOD. 1 Pet. i, 13-25.

13 WHEREFORE glrd up the loins of your mind, be
sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be
brought unto you at the revelation of Je'sus Christ;

14 As obedient children, not fashioning }oulselves
according to the former lusts in your ignorance.:

15 But as he which hath called you 1s holy, so be ye
holy in all manner of conversation ;

16 Because it is written, Be ye ho]y; for I am holy.

17 And if ye call on the Father, who without re-
spect of perzons judgeth according to every man’s work,
pass the time-of your sojourning Tere in fear:

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not re-
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,
from your vain conversation received by tradition from
your fathers;

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot:
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20 Who verily was fore-ordained before the founda-
tion of the world, but was manifest in these last times
for you,

21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him
up from the dead, and gave him glmy ; that your faith
and hope might be in God.

29 Seeing ye have pumﬁed your souls in obeying the
truth thlouwh the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the
brethren, see > that ye love one another with a pure heart
fer Vent]y

23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and
abideth forever.

24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man
as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the
flower thereof falleth away :

25 But the word of the Lord endureth forever. And
this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto
you.

DECEMBER 22.
THE COoMPLETE CHRISTIAN. 2 Pet. i, 1-11.

1 St'sox PEe'TER, a servant.and an apostle of Je’sus
Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith
with us through the righteousness of God and our Sav-
iour Je'sus Christ:

2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through
the knowledge of God, and of Je'sus our Lord.

3 ACCOldlu(" as his divine power hath given unto us
all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through
the knowled(re of him that hath called us to glory and
virtue:

4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises; that by these ye might be | partakers
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of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that
is in the world through lust.

5 And besides this, giving all diligence, add to your
faith virtue; and to Vutue knowledge ;

6 And to knowledge, tempelance and to temper-
ance, patience; and to patlen(,e, godhne‘ss

(4 'And to godhneas brotherly kmdness and to
brotherly kindness, charity.

8 For if these thmO"s be in you, and abound, they
make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitfal
in the knowledge of our Lord Je'sus Christ.

9. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and can-
not see afar off, and hath forgotten “that he was purged.
from his old sins.

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election sure: for if ye go these
things, ye shall never fall:

11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Je'sus Christ.

DECEMBER 23.
THE SoN OF Gop. Heb. i, 1-14.

1, Gop, who at sundry times and in divers manners
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,

2 Hath 1u these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom
also he made the worlds ;

8- Who, being. the brightness of his glory and the ex-
press image of his person, and upholding all things by
the word of his power, when he had by himself purged
our sins, sat down. on the right hand of the majesty on
high ;.
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4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he
hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name
than they.

5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time,
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee ? And
again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me
a Son ?

6 And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten
into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God
worship him.

7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his an-
gels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.

8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is
for ever and ever: a scepter of righteousness is the
scepter of thy kingdom.

9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated inig-
uity ; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee
with the oil of gladnes% above thy fellows.

10 And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the
foundation of the earth : and the heavens are the works
of thine hands.

11 They shall perish, but thou remainest : and they
all shall wax old as doth a garment;

12 And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and
they shall be changed : but thou art the same, and thy
years shall not fail.

13 But to which of the angels said he at any time,
Sit on my right hand, until I make thiné enemies thy
footstool ?

14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation ?
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DECEMBER 2%,
THE TRIUMPHS OF FAITH. Heb. xi, 12-26.

12 THEREFORE sprang there even of one, and him as
good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in mul-
titude, and as the sand which is by the sea-shore innu-
merable.

13 These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off, and were per-
suaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

14 For they that say such things declare plainly that
they seek a country.

15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that coun-
try from whence they came out, they might have had
opportunity to have returned.

16 But now they desire a better country, that is,
a heavenly : wherefore God is not ashamed to be called
their God : for he hath prepared for them a city.

17 By faith A’bra-ham, when he was tried, offered
up I’saac and he that had received the promises offered
up his only begotten son,

18 Of whom it was said, That in I'saac shall thy
seed be called :

19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up,
even from the dead; from whence also he received him
in a figure.

20 By faith I'saac blessed Ja'cob and E'sau concern-

things to come.

21 By faith Ja'cob, when he was a dying, blessed
both the sons of Jo seph and worshiped, leaning upon
the top of his staff.

22 By faith Jo'seph, when he died, made mention of
the departing of the children of Is'ra- el and gave com-
mandment concerning his bones.
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23 By faith Mo’ses, when he was born, was hid threc
months of his parents, ‘because they saw he was a proper
child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command-
ment

24 By faith Mo’ses, when he was come to years, re-
fused to be called the son of Pha'raol’s daughter;

25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the peo-
ple of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season ; .

26 ]Lsteemmg the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in E'gypt: for he had respect unto
the recompense of the reward.

DECEMBER 25.
CHRISTMAS READING. Isa. ix, 2-7.

2 THE people that walked in darkness have seen a
great light: -they that dwell in the land of the shadow
of death, upon them hath the light shined.

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased
the joy : they joy before thee accoxdmg to the joy In
halvest and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.

4 For thou bast broken the yoke of his burden, and
the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in
the day of Mid'i-an.

5 For every battle of the warrior is with confused
noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be
with burnmg and fuel of fire.

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son isgiven:
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Fatber The Prince of
Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and peace there

e
Va
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shall be no end, upon the throne of Da'vid, and upon
his kingdom, to "order it, and to establish it with judg-
ment and with justice from henceforth even forever.
The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will perform this.

DECEMBER 26.
THE PRIVILEGE oF BELIEVERS. 1 John i, 1-10.

1 Tuar which was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which
we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of
the Word of life;

2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen 1it,
and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life,
which was with the Father, and was manifested unto
us ;) |

3 That which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us:
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with
his Son Je'sus Christ.

4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy
may be full.

5 This then is the message.which we have heard of
hlm and declare unto you, “that God is light, and in
hlm 1s no darkness at all.

6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Je'sus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us.

9 It we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
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forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness.

10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him
a liar, and his word is not in us.

DECEMBER 27.

THE CHILDREN OF Gob. 1 John iii, 1-10.

1 Benorp, what manner of love the Father hath be-
stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God : therefore the world knoweth us not, because 1t
knew him not.

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that,
when he shall appear, we shall be like him: for we
shall see him as he is.

8 And every man that hath this hope in him puri-
fieth himself, even as he is pure.

4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the
law : for sin is the transgression ot the law.

5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away
our sins; and in him 1s no sin.

6 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever
sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.

7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that
doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is right-
eous.

8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the
devil sinneth from the beginning. Ior this purpose
the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil.

9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin;
for his seed remaineth in him; and he cannot sin, be-
cause he is born of God.
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10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the
children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteous-
ness is not of God, neither he thatloveth not his brother.

DECEMBER 28.

JoHN’S VIsioN. Rev, iv, 1-11.

1 Avrter this Ilooked, and, behold, a door was opened
in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it
were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come
up hither, and I will show thee things which must be
hereafter.

2 And immediately I was in the Spirit: and, behold,
a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.

3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and
sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about
the throne, in sight, like unto an emerald.

4 And round about the throne were four and twenty
seats ; and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders
sitting, clothed in white raiment ; and they had on their
heads crowns of gold.

5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and
thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps
of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven
spirits of God.

6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass
like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and
round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes
before and behind.

7 And the first beast waslike a lion, and the second
beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a
man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle.

8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings
about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they



SORIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR DAILY READING. 429

rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord
God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.

9 And when those beasts give glory and honor and
thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for
ever and ever,

10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him
that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for
ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne,
saying,

11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and
honor and power: for chou hast created all things, and
for thy pleasure they ave and were created.

DECEMBER 20,

THE B0OK 0OF REDEMPTION. Rev. v, 1-14.

.1 Axp I saw in the right hand of him that sat on
the throne a book written within and on the back side,
sealed with seven seals. -

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud
voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose
the seals thereof ?

8 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under
the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look
thereon.

4 And I wept much, because no man was found
worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look
thereon.

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not:
behold, the Lion of the tribe of Ju’dah, the Root of Da/-
vid, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the
seven seals thereof.

6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne
and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
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stood a lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns
and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent
forth into all the earth.

7 And he came and took the book out of the right
hand of him that sat upon the throne.

8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts
and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb,
having every one of them harps, and golden vials full
of odors, which are the prayers of saints.

9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy
to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation ;

10 And hast made wus unto our God kings and
priests : and we shall reign on the earth.

11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many an-
gels round about the throne, and the beasts, and the
elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times
ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;

12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wis-
dom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and bless-
ing.

g;l3 And every creature which is in heaven, and on
the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing,
and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sit-
teth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and
ever.

14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four:
and twenty elders fell down and worshiped him that
liveth for ever and ever.
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DECEMBER J30.
THE GREAT MULTITUDE. Rev. vii, 9-17.

9 Arrer this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude,
which no man could numbel of all nations, and kin-
dreds, and people, and tongues stood before the throne,
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands

10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to
our God which sitteth upon the thlone "and unto the
Lamb.

11 And all the angels stood round about the throne,
and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell be-
fore the throne on their faces, and worshiped God,

12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom,
and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, be
unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me,
What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and
whence came they ?

14 And I said vnto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he
sald to me, These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and - made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and
serve him day and night in histemple : and he that sit-
teth on the throne shall dwell among them.

16 They shall hunger no more, Teither thirst any
more; neither shall the sun lmht on them, nor any
heat.

17 For the Lamb which isin the midst of the throne
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fount-
ains-of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes. '
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DECEMBER 31.

THE LAST WORDS. Rev. xxii.

1 Axp he showed me a pure river of water of life,
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb.

2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side
of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month:
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations.

3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his serv-
ants shall serve him:

4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall
be in their foreheads.

5 And there shall be no night there; and they need
no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God
giveth them light: and they shall 1elgn for ever and ever.

6 And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful
and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent
his angel to show unto his servants the things which
must shortly be done.

7 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keep-

eth the saymgs of the prophecy of this book.

8 And I John saw these things, and heard them.
And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to wor-
ship before the feet of the angel which showed. me
these things.

9 Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I
am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren the proph-
ets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book:
worship God.

10 And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of
the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.
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11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still : and he

which 1s filthy, let him be filthy still : and he that 1s
righteous, let him be righteous still : and he that is holy,
let him be holy still.

© 12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is
with me, to give every man according as his work
shall be.

13 Tam Al'pha and O'me-ga, the beginning and the
end, the first and the last.

14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the city.

15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore-
mongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever
loveth and maketh a lie.

16 I Je'sus have sent mine angel to testify unto you
these things in the churches. I am the root and the
offspring ot Da'vid, and the bright and morning star.

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely.

18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the
words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall
add unto these things, God shall add unto him the
plagues that are w ritten in this book :

19 And if any man shall take away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city,
and from the things which are written in this book.

20 Ile which testifieth these things saith, Surely I
come quickly : Amen. Even so, come, Lord Je'sus.

21 The grace of our Lord Je'sus Christ be with you
all.  Amen.

THIE END.
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