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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen er a- 
tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

 

Thank you to Rev. Scott A. Kuntz for find ing, scan ning, and proof read ing
this rare book. Matthew 9:36-38

 

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

 

A NOTE ABOUT TY POS [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]:

Over time we are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If you
would like to send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure they
are cor rected.
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Pref ace

IN THE JUDG MENT of the Au thor, the fu neral ser mon is one of the most dif fi- 
cult ser mons to pre pare and de liver. To be gin with, there is an emo tional
strain which is felt by preacher and hear ers alike. Je sus was ever and anon
say ing: “I have com pas sion.” He felt other peo ple’s sor rows. He made their
bur dens His own. When He stood with the be reaved fam ily in Bethany,
hard by the grave of Lazarus, He wept. If we do not feel other peo ple’s sor- 
rows, if their bur dens do not be come in some mea sure our own, we are not
min is ters af ter Je sus’ heart, and we can never ren der our best ser vice. A true
min istry is a sac ri fi cial min istry. This is costly busi ness. It wears at the very
source of life. But any true min is ter is will ing, glad to pay the price.

There should be no per func tory ser vice at any time or place. Per func tori- 
ness in a fu neral ser vice, or in deal ing with the rel a tives and friends of the
de ceased, is al most cer tain to pre clude any ben e fi cial re sults, even though
the mes sage be fault less as to con tent, be cause this at ti tude will an tag o nize
those with whom we deal, and close their hearts to the mes sage.

It is pos si ble, as on other oc ca sions, to preach dif fer ent types of fu neral ser- 
mons.

As for my self, I have fol lowed the prac tice of preach ing Scrip tural fu neral
ser mons; of tak ing a text and ad her ing to it; of us ing only such bi o graph i cal
and in ci den tal mat ter as may be il lus tra tive, com fort ing, or oth er wise use- 
ful.

It is true that the Scrip tures con tain many texts per ti nently ap pli ca ble to
many spe cial in stances; such as the death of a child, an old per son, death by
ac ci dent, the death of those en gaged in var i ous oc cu pa tions, those in pub lic
sta tion, and the like. It is per fectly per mis si ble to use these, and it is wise
of ten to do this.
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Here is a prac tice which the Au thor, who has con ducted fu neral ser vices for
nearly seven hun dred per sons in one con gre ga tion, has found use ful. I keep
a per sonal record of all my fu neral ser vices — the name of the per son
buried, the date, the place where the ser vice was held, and the text used.
Con sult ing this record, I never use the same text, if oth er wise ap pro pri ate,
in the same church or mor tu ary chapel, or in the same cir cle of rel a tives or
friends, within the space of sev eral years. More than once, af ter a ser vice
was be gun, I have changed my text and ser mon be cause I saw in the au di- 
ence those who had been present at a re cent burial ser vice. I was able to do
this be cause I gen er ally have the sub stance of sev eral such texts, with an
out line, rather well in mind at all times.

By all means, at a time like this, when peo ple are un usu ally sus cep ti ble, let
us give them some thing worth while, some thing from God’s Word, some- 
thing that will strengthen and en cour age for the bat tle of life, that will com- 
fort those who mourn, that will give new vi sion and new hope to those who
are them selves fac ing the last great ad ven ture of this earthly life.

In an swer to many re quests from clergy and pub lish ers, I am of fer ing this
lit tle vol ume of ser mons and out lines. If they prove help ful to any over- 
worked, hard-pressed brother, I shall be deeply grat i fied.

R. E. G.
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1. The Light In The Win dow At
Even tide

At evening time it shall be light. — Zechariah 14:7

I WANT TO PRESENT to you, and I hope to leave with you, as a per ma nent mind
and soul im pres sion, some thing of the men tal pic ture this lit tle text presents
to my mind.

“At evening time it shall be light.” The men tal pic ture these words set be- 
fore my mind’s eye may be ex pressed in these words —

I. The Text

[A] Our text is sim plic ity it self. But its con text in tro duces some dif fi cul ties.
The prophet is ev i dently speak ing of a pe riod of Storm and stress in the life
of Is rael. Jerusalem was be set, or was about to be be set, by some al most ir- 
re sistible en e mies. Great havoc was go ing to be wrought. Great suf fer ing
would have to be en dured. It was go ing to be a pe riod of catas tro phe. So
great was this pe riod of per plex ity go ing to be that the prophet says of it,
“In that day there shall be no light.”

[B] The dif fi culty pre sented is not in re al iz ing the sit u a tion pic tured but in
de ter min ing just what pe riod of Is rael’s his tory it is of which the prophet is
speak ing, and just who the en e mies were who were go ing to bring about
this sit u a tion.

[C] Af ter all, this makes but lit tle dif fer ence. With out any dif fi culty, we are
able to get the les son. And this is the thing of prime im por tance. The les son
is this: Life, whether it be that of an in di vid ual, a com mu nity, or a com mon- 
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wealth, has its crises. Some times they are of such a na ture that man is un- 
able to cope with them suc cess fully, and goes down to de feat; those are
times when the prophet’s words are most re al is ti cally true, "In that day
there shall be no light.

How hope less, how de press ing are such days — the days of Val ley Forge,
for in stance, in our own na tional his tory; the days of war-torn Eu rope at the
present time. “In that day there shall be no light.” How ter ri ble are such
days in in di vid ual hu man ex pe ri ence! And es pe cially so if they are life’s
clos ing days.

[D] At this point the Lord in ter venes through the prophet, and gives Is rael a
cheer ing mes sage. It is as if He had said, “There is go ing to be a dark, a
star less night, try ing in the ex treme; but be of good cheer; quit you like
men; the night will pass. It shall be light at evening time.”

[E] There is ev ery rea son to be lieve that this word of the prophet, like many
other Old Tes ta ment pas sages, had a twofold mean ing; that it re ferred, first
of all, to some near his toric event; but that it was, fun da men tally, Mes- 
sianic, and re ferred to the com ing of Christ; and that was what the prophet
meant when he said, “At evening time it shall be light.”

Ii. A Pic ture

[A] Against this back ground, which will help us in our un der stand ing, I
want to paint this sim ple lit tle word pic ture of the light in the win dow at
even tide.

Dwellers in a mod ern city, born and bred there, are scarcely in a sit u a tion to
ap pre ci ate fully how much a lit tle light may mean to a per son. We are used
to the bright lights; our streets are al most as well lighted by night as by day.

[B] My mem ory goes back to the time when, in the ru ral, moun tain ous sec- 
tion of Vir ginia, the blaz ing log on the hearth and the tal low can dle were the
usual sources of light, and when the kerosene lamp was a lux ury and a de- 
light.
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[C] Then, or now, how cheer ful and invit ing, to the be lated home-comer in
the coun try, where the houses are far apart and the roads dark, is the beck- 
on ing light in the win dow at even tide, set as a bea con to light the way!

It tells of bright ness, cheer ful ness and peace within. It tells the one home- 
ward bound that those within are think ing of him, so lic i tous of his well-be- 
ing, and have placed the light as a guide for him. And it cheers his heart and
quick ens his pace as he goes on — home ward bound — through the night
into the light.

[D] All fixed lights serve some what the same pur pose. Rail road sig nal
lights, light houses set to guide the boats that ply the great wa ters all have as
their pur pose to help life on its way safely to its des ti na tion.

But of all these, the most ap peal ing is the sim ple pic ture of the light in the
win dow at even tide.

III. The Evening Of Life

[A] Now let us pro ceed a step fur ther. There is a reg u larly re cur ring day,
which just as reg u larly fades into even tide and night. So it is with hu man
life. It has its morn ing, its high noon, and its evening time. I need not ar gue
this point. It is a per pet u ally self-ev i denc ing fact. Some day, for ev ery
mother’s son and daugh ter of us, there will be a wes t er ing sun, and then the
twi light, and the evening star.

[B] When that day comes, is there go ing to be a light in the win dow at
even tide?

[1] There is such a light, set by the lov ing hand of God.

It cen ters in His Word. It is the light of God’s love; the light of His re deem- 
ing, for giv ing grace; the light of the as sur ance of God’s never fail ing help.

[2] One of the cen tral rays of this light in the win dow is the as sur ance that
the next step af ter what we call the evening of life is the real morn ing of
life.
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Life need not go out in dark ness. Life does not move on to ex tinc tion. Af ter
the evening star of the earthly life comes the morn ing star of the eter nal day.
Je sus as sures us of this in John 8:12.

[3] Peo ple of ten speak of life com ing to its end; there is no such thing. They
speak of los ing, of giv ing up ev ery thing; the truth is they are gain ing ev ery- 
thing (Phil. 1:21; John 14:1-3).

[C] There are not only in tel lec tual con vic tions of this but an in sti tu tional,
ex pe ri en tial ev i dence of its truth that has more ev i den tial value than all the
spec u la tions of all the philoso phers and the olo gians in the world.

Take the ex am ple of Simeon. It is one of the sweet est sto ries in the Holy
Record. Simeon was an old, a good, de vout man; but there was an empty
place in his heart.

There was still some thing he had not found. He was wait ing for God’s
promised Re deemer, the Light of the world, the Saviour.

Study the story of his com ing into the Tem ple, rec og niz ing the Christ child,
and the Nunc Dimit tis (Luke 2:29-32).

[D] Is there a light in the win dow for us? It is there, held by the hand of a
lov ing God.

IV. The Ap pli ca tion

[A] I have no hes i ta tion in say ing: That there was a light in the win dow for
our de ceased sis ter. It was no flick er ing light, but a steady flame.

[B] I have known our de parted sis ter for al most a gen er a tion.

She was faith ful. So far as I was able to dis cern, there was never any ques- 
tion as to the ver ity, the re al ity of the things she be lieved.

[C] She lived her faith in a sim ple, straight for ward, hearty man ner. There
was no pre ten tious ness. She was loved and re spected by all.
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[D] (In the case of a younger per son, whose death was sud den, and un ex- 
pected: If we al lowed our feel ings to as sert them selves, we should be in- 
clined to say —’s go ing was un timely. He was scarcely more than in the
prime of life.

But we will not say it. God makes no mis takes. And He al lows no mis takes
to come into the lives of His elect.)

[E] Our sis ter has fol lowed the light in the win dow of her Fa ther’s house.
And now she is at home in the Fa ther’s house. Her mor tal part has put on
im mor tal ity; the im per fect has be come the per fect; that which here grew
aged, and faded, and weak ened, has put on the grace, the strength, the sym- 
me try, the beauty of the di vine ma tu rity.

[F] Farewell, sis ter; the light in the win dow still burns, and we fol low on.
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2. The Chris tian Sol dier’s
Farewell (Fu neral Of A Noted

Church man)

I have fought a good fight, I have fin ished my course, I have kept the faith: hence forth
there is laid up for me a crown of right eous ness, which the Lord, the right eous judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his ap pear ing. — 2
Tim o thy 4:7, 8

IN ALL AGES death has vis ited the chil dren of men. As fast as a gen er a tion
came on the stage of ac tion, the aged reaper with the sickle be gan to gather
his har vest. Of the myr i ads who have breathed the breath of life, only a few,
by di rect di vine in ter po si tion, have es caped the end com mon to hu man ity.
And these had to ex pe ri ence, in a mo ment, the change which, or di nar ily,
takes place in the hour of death and sub se quently.

In spite of the fre quency and con stancy of the vis its of this re lent less har- 
vester, in spite of the fact that all men know their in evitable end, hu man ity,
as such, has never come to be on fa mil iar terms with death. To the great ma- 
jor ity of peo ple, the words of Paul, in some mea sure, still ap ply:

“Through fear of death, they are all their life sub ject to bondage.”

To go no fur ther back, think of the ideas of death and the af ter life en ter- 
tained by the Greeks, and Ro mans, and our own fore bears of North ern Eu- 
rope. In all of their con cepts there was scarcely a ray of real light or hope.

Death is an en emy. He had no part in God’s orig i nal plan.
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He is an in ter loper. In spite of all this, there are those who have learned to
meet Death face to face, look him squarely in the eye, and do this with
cheeks un blanched, with never a tremor of a mus cle, with out a qua ver in the
voice. One of the finest ex am ples of this Chris tian hero ism in all his tory is
that of the aged Apos tle Paul. And one of the finest ex pres sions of this
hero ism ever penned is that of our text. Let us seek to learn some of the
lessons of our text while we con sider —

The Chris tian Sol dier’s Farewell

1. The Chris tian Sol dier, when he comes to
say farewell to the things of earth, is not dis‐ 
mayed by the past; for his record is good.

Paul, at the time he wrote the words of our text, was an el derly man. His
hair had grown thin and white with the pass ing years. His face was fur- 
rowed by the heavy weight of many bur dens. His body, never strong, had
be come en fee bled by im pris on ment, the rav ages of bru tal mis treat ment and
en croach ing dis ease. But as he stood on life’s bat tle ment, be neath the wes t- 
er ing sun, and saw the steady ad vance of the great en emy, he sat down, and,
with per fect com po sure, wrote to his spir i tual son: “I am now ready to be
of fered, and the time of my de par ture is at hand. I have fought a good fight,
I have fin ished my course.”

There was no self-lau da tion on Paul’s part. There was not the small est spark
of self-right eous ness in his thoughts.

Un ques tion ably, no small part of his sub lime fear less ness in the face of
death was due to his con scious ness of right re la tion ships, and of duty well
done.

Paul never for got the hideous night mare of ex is tence he had spent be fore
the Son of God and man stopped him as he was on his mad er rand to Dam- 
as cus. But that for mer pe riod, in the truest sense of the word, was a mat ter
of an other life to which he had died. That old score was set tled. God had
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drawn a line through the record of it with a pen dipped in the blood of Je- 
sus.

With re spect to his new life, Paul was no idle boaster, no Phar isee. He did
not at tribute a par ti cle of mer i to ri ous ness to any thing God had en abled him
to do. But Paul had the con cep tion, and it is the Bib li cal con cep tion, that
men have been re deemed in the to tal ity of their be ing; that not only the soul
but the mind, the af fec tions, the body it self, with all its pow ers, have been
re deemed — and re deemed for ho li ness and ser vice, ser vice to the full limit
of abil ity.

Paul was faith ful to this vi sion. And now, in the evening of life, when the
things of earth were re ced ing, and the things of heaven draw ing nearer, he
was ex pe ri enc ing the truth of Christ’s words: “If ye know these things,
happy are ye if ye do them.”

Paul had the con scious ness not only that he had fought as a valiant sol dier,
with courage and loy alty, but that he had fought for the best of causes, the
cause of God and God’s truth. He knew that his was not a de struc tive but a
con struc tive war fare. It was not to de stroy men’s lives but to save them. It
was a bat tle against sin and un righ teous ness, for God and right eous ness. It
was, first of all, against the power of sin within, that it might then be a more
ef fec tive bat tle against the dom i nance of sin with out.

I have not a par ti cle of hes i tancy in say ing that no one can come to his dy- 
ing hour with that de gree of calm ness, of fear less ness, of vic to ri ous ness,
which should mark the end of the re deemed, jus ti fied, and saved chil dren of
God, who can not look back over his Chris tian life, and say: “By the grace
of God I have ac quit ted my self as a child of God should. I have made mis- 
takes, but I did the best I could. I have made mis takes, but I have taken
them to Christ to be for given and cor rected. By the grace of God I have
fought a good fight.” A man must feel not only that he has come to the end
of his life but that, like Christ and Paul, he has come to the end of a fin ished
life.

With per fect pro pri ety, and in all good faith, we may ap ply these words of
the Apos tle Paul to the aged Chris tian war rior in honor to whose mem ory
we have as sem bled to day.
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Ev ery Chris tian man and woman is called to be a sol dier of the Cross, has
bat tles to fight for Christ and His king dom.

But there are times in the his tory of the king dom when there is spe cial need
for men of con se cra tion to take a lead ing part in fight ing the bat tles of the
Lord.

Our friend came to the scene of ac tion in the church at a time when such
men were badly needed. And he was well qual i fied, by na ture and grace, to
help do the work which needed so much to be done at the time. In a time of
much lax ity he be came, and re mained, a staunch con ser va tive. He had one
dom i nant pas sion — to glo rify God, by glo ri fy ing His Word. For this he
was will ing to fight to the end, and to sac ri fice ev ery thing. And in the time
to come, per haps even more than in the present, when we do not have the
his toric per spec tive which en ables men to judge dis pas sion ately, our brother
will re ceive credit, un der God, as one of the mak ers of our present con ser- 
va tive church.

And he was this not only be cause he was a man of much na tive abil ity but
still more be cause he was a man of deep con vic tions, con se cra tion, piety
and char ac ter, who im pressed oth ers with his con vic tions.

We are liv ing in a new gen er a tion — some might say in an other age. This
new day has its vi sions, and its call to con se crated ac tion. It is a day of new
align ments, of op po si tion from many quar ters. The move ments of to day are
con cen tric and not ec cen tric. Some freely pre dict that they will ul ti mately
lead to a re con struc tion and con cen tra tion of forces. God grant that it may
be so if it is done in the right spirit, on the right foun da tion. And it will not
be oth er wise if the sons of the Church are faith ful to the truth for which
their fa thers fought, and if the lead ers in this new day, whether they be
called to lead er ship or as sume it, are not only men of abil ity but, like the
best of the fa thers, are men with dy namic force of con se crated char ac ter.

II The Chris tian Sol dier, when he says his fi‐ 
nal farewell, is not un duly moved; for the
foun da tion on which he stands is firm.
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Paul was not only able to say: “I have fought a good fight, I have fin ished
my course”; he was hon estly able to add: “I have kept the faith.” And he
was able, truth fully, to say the for mer only be cause he could say the lat ter.

What does this aged Chris tian war rior mean when he says: “I have kept the
faith”? I think this be comes un mis tak ably clear from the con text. Our text is
part of an ad mo ni tion ad dressed, pri mar ily, to Tim o thy, Paul’s spir i tual eon
and co-la borer. Paul’s pur pose is to tell Tim o thy that there is a very def i nite
work for him to do.

The aged apos tle knew, as few be fore or since have had oc ca sion to know,
the temp ta tion to de part from the sim plic ity of Gospel truth. Had Paul been
will ing to be a Jew to the Jew, and a pa gan to the pa gan, he could have
saved him self much trou ble and pain. It has ever been much the same. Tim- 
o thy had the same ex pe ri ence. So Paul says to him, “Preach the word… For
the time will come when they will not en dure sound doc trine; but af ter their
own lusts shall they heap to them selves teach ers, hav ing itch ing ears; and
they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fa- 
bles.” Then Paul goes on to en cour age Tim o thy by cit ing his own ex am ple:
“I am an old man. I have been through the fires. I have had many and se- 
vere bat tles to fight for this truth. And my end is now near at hand. And out
of ex pe ri ence I can say it is worth while, I have kept the faith. I have held to
the truth as it is in Christ as my own per sonal faith. I have held to it in my
preach ing to oth ers.”

Paul’s bat tles and scars came as a di rect re sult of his hold ing to this faith,
and pro claim ing it to the world. But, in spite of dan gers, and wounds which
bled and throbbed, he had kept his faith. He was stand ing now, in the
evening of life, and now, as much if not more than ever, his faith was a trea- 
sured, a blessed pos ses sion. St. Paul did not only have a faith with which to
cling to some thing, but a faith which had some thing sure to which to cling.
A true faith in God is faith in God’s rev e la tion of Him self, His will and His
works, in His Word. In the soul of Paul there was a spirit hand, of the
Spirit’s cre ation, and with this hand he clung, with un yield ing tenac ity, to
this truth of God. This is what Paul meant by keep ing the faith.

What was the sub stance of this faith which Paul says he had kept? It was
not a vague some thing, un de fined and un de fin able. It was a faith in a Some- 
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body, a liv ing, throb bing, lov ing Per son. It was a Per son nearer to him than
the air he breathed; more real to him than the tem ples of the eter nal city, or
the hills of old Judea. Paul’s faith was in Je sus Christ, the Son of God; his
Brother, his Friend, his Saviour.

It was Je sus Christ, who had died for his sins, in whose blood he had been
cleansed, in fel low ship with whom he lived, by whose strength he had been
made strong to do and suf fer, whose fel low ship and bless ings made the
worth of all other things fade into in signif i cance; it-was faith in Je sus, for
whose sec ond ap pear ance and re wards he was pa tiently, long ingly wait ing.

This was the foun da tion on which Paul stood in faith un shaken. It is a firm
foun da tion. It is but tressed by the very throne of God. Its stones are the
eter nal truths of God. It is ce mented by the un fail ing love of God. And un til
God Him self fails, un til God’s whole king dom falls into pieces, un til the
truths of God shall be come false hoods, this foun da tion can not fail. Be cause
the apos tle stood firmly on this foun da tion, and had the as sur ances it gives,
the bat tles rag ing around him moved him but lit tle. To him, im pris on ment,
the lac er at ing lash, felling stones and the ex e cu tioner’s sword were but
pass ing in ci dents of this sin-af flicted world; in deed, they only in creased his
long ing for the day when he should cross the bar and meet his Pi lot face to
face.

What the faith of our brother was, what the foun da tion on which he stood,
in the days of vir ile man hood, you all know. It was pro claimed from many
pul pits; it is recorded in many ed i to ri als; it is em bod ied in his books; it is
en shrined in the mem o ries of his pupils; but at the close of his event ful life,
when he came to say farewell to the things of earth, could he still say: “I
have kept the faith”? Was this, to the last, the foun da tion on which he
stood?

Sev eral weeks ago, when he was still in full pos ses sion of all his fac ul ties, I,
as his pas tor, asked him “What you have writ ten, preached, taught, we all
know, are these still your con vic tions? Would you still pro claim the same
truths? Are they now your own per sonal com fort? the ground of your own
hope?” With out a mo ment’s hes i ta tion, he replied: “They are.” And dur ing
all the weeks of his lin ger ing ill ness, it was his ex pressed wish that the sim- 
plic i ties of the Gospel mes sage be read to him, that their com fort be ap plied
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to him, and that sup pli ca tion on that ba sis be made to the throne of grace.
As this was the truth for which he coura geously con tended in the days of
health and strength, so also it was the foun da tion on which he stood in the
hour of death; and it was this that made him fear less in that hour.

Brethren, is it on this foun da tion that we are stand ing? With both feet? All
other foun da tions are but shift ing sand. They may seem to suf fice in the
days of health and strength. But they fail, fail ut terly, when the great storm
breaks. “Other foun da tion can no man lay than that is laid, which is Je sus
Christ.”

III. The Chris tian Sol dier, when he comes to
say farewell, is cheered by the glo ri ous
prospect that awaits him.

“I have fin ished by course.” I have not merely ended it. I have fin ished it. I
have done all that was ex pected of me, all that I could do. “I have kept the
faith.” I have clung to it in ev ery dark hour. And this faith has kept me.
“Hence forth is laid up for me a crown of right eous ness, which the Lord, the
right eous Judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to me only; but unto
all them that love His ap pear ing.”

Let us think of Paul’s go ing. His worn-out body was not al lowed to sink
qui etly, and with fit ting earthly honor, into its last deep sleep. There were
no lov ing hands to min is ter to his needs, and close his eyes when the light
had fled. He was treated as a felon. He was to die by the ex e cu tioner’s hand.
But no un wor thy fear laid hold of the aged war rior’s heart. He al most lost
sight of the bloody tragedy, near at hand, in con tem pla tion of the trans port- 
ingly glo ri ous scene which en chanted him, as it ap peared in the dis tance.
He was to be crowned, as some of the con tes tants in the arena were
crowned, in the hour of death; but his was to be not a crown of per ish ing
ivy but a blood-bought crown of right eous ness, a crown of eter nal life, a
crown of im per ish able glory, a crown that would give him the right to stand,
with all God’s re deemed chil dren, by the throne of the Majesty on high.
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Think, will you, of how, in the olden days when knight hood was in flower,
brave men faced dan ger and death to win a sov er eign smile. We have ev i- 
dence of the way these men were thrilled when, later,. they felt the touch of
their sov er eign’s sword that ad mit ted them into the cov eted ranks of knight- 
hood. But what are the in signia of earthly knight hood, what are the crowns
be stowed by earthly kings, in com par i son to the crown with which the King
of kings shall in vest those who be lieve in Him, love Him, serve Him? The
things of earth are for to day. God’s crown is for the end less ages.

For more than fourscore years our brother went in and out among us, as
preacher, teacher, writer, teach ing ever by pre cept as well as by ex am ple.
Now the places that knew him here will know him no more. But he will
con tinue to live even here, in what he did. And we are com forted in his ab- 
sence, as he was com forted in his go ing, by the thought that he has gone to
re ceive his crown, the crown of end less life and glory.

As our hon ored fa ther went, so may we go. Are we keep ing the faith? Are
we con fi dently look ing for ward to the crown? and to the glad re union of all
those who pa tiently await the Lord’s ap pear ing? Then let us not for get that
be fore the crown can be worn, the bat tle must be fought, the cross en dured;
and that to ob tain the glory we must keep the faith.
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3. Our Blessed Dead

I heard a voice from heaven say ing unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from hence forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their
works do fol low them. — Rev e la tion 14:13

THERE ARE MANY PARA DOXES in hu man lan guage and life. To my mind, the
great est ap par ent con tra dic tion in terms, in mere hu man ways of think ing, is
the in clu sion in one sen tence of the thought of blessed ness and death.
“Blessed are the dead.”

Death, dy ing, dead what dreary, dole ful sounds to un en light ened, un spir i- 
tual minds! In what dark col ors is death of ten painted! It is called, yes, even
in the Scrip tures, the last great en emy and the king of ter rors. At men tion of
his name ruddy cheeks grow pale and strong limbs grow weak.

Death is gen er ally re garded as a ruth less tyrant, crush ing out man’s dear est
hopes, sev er ing the ten der est ties, putting an end to all man’s as pi ra tions
and plea sures. That death should be thus viewed is not hard to un der stand
so far as the peo ple of the world are con cerned; but it should not be so
viewed by Chris tian peo ple, and is not so re garded by en light ened Chris tian
peo ple.

That death is, in a sense, an en emy, we con cede; it is so called in Scrip ture.
It is an in ter loper. It has no busi ness here. Death is an en emy; but an en emy
that has had its fangs drawn, its claws clipped. Death may be a king still, a
uni ver sal king; but it is a king with power cur tailed; a king un horsed, with
bro ken lance. Death, like many an other evil in this world, has God’s hand
upon it, and is made to serve God’s pur pose for the good of His be liev ing,
du ti ful chil dren.

Death an en emy? Yes, it may be, in a sense; but it has cer tainly lost its ter- 
rors when the child of God can con fi dently ex claim, “O death, where is thy
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sting? 0 grave, where is thy vic tory?” Death, in a sense, may still be called
an en emy; but it cer tainly is not the de stroyer of all hope when the child of
God can look it squarely in the face, and say, “For me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain.” Death cer tainly has lost much of its fierce as pect when the
child of God can look to the day of its call, and give ex pres sion to thoughts
like those of Phoebe Cary —

One sweetly solemn thought
 Comes to me o’er and o’er:
I’m nearer home to day
 Than I have been be fore.

Death can not be some thing so ter ri bly fear ful and fright ful when Christ and
heaven have be come such re al i ties to men and the in fir mi ties and pains of
the present life such a bur den that the con stant sigh of God’s saints is, “How
long, O Lord, how long?” And when their con stant prayer is, “Come, Lord
Je sus, come.”

No, death has ceased to be a real en emy. Its men aces and dis com fi tures are
only for a mo ment. In deed, God has made of death a friend and helper in
dis guise. Oth er wise God could not speak, as He does in our text, through
His ser vant, of His “blessed dead.”

In the light of this pre cious lit tle text, then, let me speak to you to day, in the
pres ence of our de parted, of —

Our Blessed Dead

I. Our blessed dead are blessed in death be‐ 
cause they were first blessed in life

In the early chap ters of the first book of the New Tes ta ment, among the first
recorded ut ter ances of Je sus, we have the beat i tudes of the liv ing; the beat i- 
tudes of those who are called to go forth and fight the bat tles which are to
end in the vic tor’s crown. We thank God for them. In this last book of the
New Tes ta ment, and like wise, I think, from the lips of Je sus, at least from
one in heaven, we have the beat i tude of the dy ing, the dead: “Blessed are
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the dead which die in the Lord.” And with equal grat i tude, we thank God
for it.

Our beat i tude of the dead is not a uni ver sal one. Not all the dead are, nec es- 
sar ily, blessed. Those who are not blessed when they die, ac cord ing to
God’s Word, are never blessed.

Our beat i tude is for those “who die in the Lord.” Those who are not in the
Lord are not blessed in life, what ever their sta tion con di tion, or at tain ments
may be. And, ac cord ing to God’s "Word, they are the very re verse of
blessed in death.

To die in the Lord — what does it mean? It does not mean merely that God
knows of our death; not a spar row falls to the ground with out God’s knowl- 
edge. To die in the Lord does not mean sim ply to be a par tic i pant in an im- 
per ish able life-prin ci ple which per vades all be ing, so that to cast off one
form of be ing ne ces si tates the as sump tion of some other form, here or in
some other sphere. To die in the Lord does not mean to die in pos ses sion of
some vague, ill-de fined hope of im mor tal ity; a hope which is, vir tu ally, as
uni ver sal as the race. To die in the Lord means some thing def i nite; it means
to die as a Chris tian, in the faith of Je sus Christ as one’s per sonal Saviour; it
means to be for given, to be washed in the blood of Christ Je sus.

To die in the Lord means, first of all, to have lived in the Lord. We do not
die to be in the Lord, and blessed by Him. Those who are go ing to be
blessed in death are those who were in the Lord be fore death. The pe riod of
this liv ing re la tion ship may be a brief hour, a mo ment, as in the case of
Christ’s pen i tent com pan ion of the Cross; it may be the whole pe riod of a
life of three score and ten years; in any case, it must be a real, in ti mate, vi tal
re la tion ship — as the branch to the vine, as the hand to the body, as the
breath to life.

To live in Christ, and to die in Christ, means to be united to Him in a union
and com mu nion so vi tal that the stream of the life of the Son of God flows
through the chan nels of this mys tic bond of union into the life of man, so
that there is ful filled in man’s life that of which Je sus speaks when He says:
“I am the vine, ye are the branches; He that abideth in me, and I in him, the
same beareth much fruit: for with out me ye can do noth ing.”
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God’s chil dren have found this to be glo ri ously true; and none on earth are
so blessed as they.

This present blessed ness of God’s peo ple is very real in spite of all the bur- 
dens, in fir mi ties and tri als of life. The words of our text were spo ken at a
time when the saints were en dur ing the fiercest as saults of Sa tan. To en- 
cour age them, the voice from heaven says: “Stand fast, my chil dren. It will
not be long. Keep the faith; soon will come the glory.” But this does not
gain say, by one iota, the uni ver sal tes ti mony of Scrip ture, and the ex pe ri- 
ence of God’s saints, that It is pos si ble in this life, in the midst of poverty
and pain, to taste and know that God is good, that His mercy is over all His
peo ple; that He makes all things, yes, lit er ally all things, to work to gether
for the good of those who love Him; that it is pos si ble to have fore gleams
and fore tastes of the glory that is to be for ever. None in this world are
blessed like those who have proved this truth in their lives.

Our blessed dead! Yes, there is no hes i tancy, in thought or speech, in ap ply- 
ing these words to this de parted mother — mother in the fam ily, mother in
the church.

And what is there, in all the realm of thought, to com fort and cheer the
hearts of those who have said farewell, like the as sur ance that to those who
have gone out from among us, the Lord has said, “Come, ye blessed of my
Fa ther, in herit the king dom pre pared for you.” Our blessed dead. This is our
com fort to day. This is our source of thanks giv ing.

II. Our blessed dead are blessed be cause
they are freed from their bur dens; they are at
rest

“And I heard a voice from heaven say ing unto me, Write, Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord from hence forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they
may rest from their labors.”

Ev ery where in Scrip ture death is likened to sleep, to the tak ing of rest in
sleep: Of the lit tle daugh ter of the ruler in Ca per naum, Je sus said: “She is
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not dead, but sleep eth.” Of Lazarus, four days in the grave, He said: “Our
friend Lazarus Sleep eth.” What a beau ti ful thought! It falls like a bene dic- 
tion on the be reaved heart. And best of all, it is true. Our blessed dead, as to
their per son al i ties, their es sen tial selves, are not dead, and never die. It is
only the body that sleeps. The soul, our real self, lives on — lives on for- 
ever.

“That they may rest from their labors.” How ap pro pri ate that word “rest.”
In youth we think lit tle of rest. It is needed, of course; but it is not a desider- 
a tum. In the morn ing of life, and, later, in the morn ing of the day, we go
forth with courage and am bi tion. We feel the call of achieve ment. We of ten
feel there is no limit to our pow ers of en durance. But when the sun stands in
the west ern sky, when our strength is well spent, when there is an empty
feel ing within when our breath be comes la bored, and our mem bers re spond
more and still more re luc tantly to the call of the will, when faint ness comes
over us then we look with long ing to ward the wes t er ing sun; we are glad for
the ap proach of dark ness, and the couch whereon we shall find re pose.

This is the idea of the word “la bor” in our text. It does not mean sim ply
work. It con veys the idea of ex haus tion, of hav ing reached the limit of en- 
durance. From this there is to be res cue. In con trast with this term stands the
word “rest.”

The word “la bor” ap plies to the life that has grown old, and weary, and
weak, and full of suf fer ing. Many a time we have seen plants wilted and
droop ing from the fierce ness of the sun’s rays and the dry ness of the earth.
That is the idea here as ap plied to life a life faint ing and ex hausted by the
fierce ness of the con flict; a life worn with care, racked with pain.

Of those whose life has been such, if they have lived their life in Christ, is
spo ken this sweet, com fort ing beat i tude: “Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord… that they may rest from their labors.”

“That they may rest from their labors.” That does not mean that the blessed
dead are trans lated into a life of in ac tiv ity. Oh, no. The Word tells us that
the ran somed of the Lord serve Him joy fully day and night in His Tem ple.
It means that the blessed of the Lord have been re deemed from the ex haus- 
tion, the la bo ri ous ness of la bor; that they have come into the eman ci pated
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life; that they have been trans lated into the tire less, joy ously ac tive life,
where eter nal ad ven ture will lure them on. It means that they have found
eter nal res i dence in that glo ri ous land where ev er last ing spring abides, and
where there are never with er ing flow ers; where none of the in hab i tants shall
ever say, “I am sick”; where all tears are dried.

There is still an other thought in the words, “They rest from their labors.”
Most of the labors of the real child of God are not for the things that per ish.
His great est work is to keep in check the en e mies of his soul; to build the
king dom of God, around him, but most of all within him; to re al ize in creas- 
ingly the Christ-life. Here, too, there are many dis cour age ments. He plants,
and wa ters, and tills; but, in stead of fruits and flow ers, the weeds per sist in
grow ing; the fruit is of ten im per fect, and never fully sat is fy ing. But here
also, “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord… Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labors.”

In death the door of the cage is opened, and the wearily la bor ing spirit is set
free; it is raised above the ob scur ing fogs; its long ings are ful filled; its
hopes are re al ized; the im per fect is made per fect.

“Our blessed dead!” In our poor lan guage we say, “They have died.” We
weep for them. What blind ness! What lit tle ness of faith! If we but saw
clearly, if we could an a lyze the sit u a tion aright, in the light of rev e la tion, we
should re al ize that our tears are for our loss, not their gain. They are the
fully blessed — not we; when we have the rea son able as sur ance that ours
are the dead in the Lord, we should rather say: “Praise God, from whom all
bless ings flow.”

III. Our blessed dead are blessed in death be‐ 
cause they are crowned with the per fect life

One of the best cor rob o ra tive proofs of the blessed im mor tal ity of the soul
is of ten seen in the clos ing days of a true child of God. How of ten the ques- 
tions which more or less per plexed them in life and health be gin to van ish
in the days pre ced ing dis so lu tion. And the great re al i ties of life — God,
heaven, Je sus Christ, eter nal life — be come more real, till they are vis i ble
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through a but thinly ob scur ing veil. How of ten, be fore the eyes of these
faith ful souls have grown en tirely dim to the scenes of earth, they are
vouch safed en rap tur ing vi sions of the things of heaven! The ex pe ri ence of
the mar tyr Stephen is, in some de gree, not al to gether iso lated or un usual.
You re mem ber how, look ing up to heaven, he saw the glory of God, and Je- 
sus at the right hand of God.

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence forth … that they
may rest from their labors’ and their works do fol low them.’ When Je sus
speaks of His works, He gen er ally does not re fer to some iso lated act or fact
in His life, not even His mir a cles, but to His life, the sum to tal of His ac tiv i- 
ties; His rev e la tion of God; His re demp tive ac tiv ity; what He was as well as
what He did. This is the way, I think, we are to come to the mean ing of the
words of our text,”Their works do fol low them." It does not mean, as some- 
one has said, “The glo ri ous ret inue of good deeds done on earth.”

These are but records of his tory. All that we take with us is the life’ the
faith, the char ac ter out of which these things grew, and that which was
wrought into life by the re flex ac tion of do ing God’s will.

“Their works do fol low them.” This means that their life, their char ac ter,
abides. Those who, by faith, have lived in the Lord, in fel low ship with Him,
who in love served Him, were will ing to die to be with Him; to these the
gates of heaven stand ajar. Je sus is there to meet and greet them; they en ter
heaven in the spirit of the life of faith and lov ing ser vice they ren dered.
’Their works do fol low them."

Our blessed dead! Our blessed dead! This is a glo ri ous thought, but not the
place to stop in our think ing. We are not to go to the ceme tery think ing,
“Here we put away our dead.” Let us not go there, as many do, feel ing,
“Here rests, un der the sod, our loved ones.” Such con duct is of the earth,
born of un be lief. The very, least of our dead rests there — the body, the
purely ma te rial part. And even this, the body, is to be res ur rected, re con- 
structed, glo ri fied, to live for ever with the Lord. To die in the Lord means to
live hence forth, from now on, for ever with the Lord. Je sus said of Lazarus
that he was car ried into Abra ham’s bo som. To his com pan ion in suf fer ing
on the Cross Je sus said, “To day shalt thou be with me in par adise.” And in
our text He says, “Blessed … from hence forth.”
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The term “our blessed dead,” so far as the last word is con cerned, is an ac- 
com mo da tion to hu man forms and lim i ta tions of speech. It is much more in
ac cord with the sense of Je sus’ way of view ing things, and de scrib ing them,
to speak of our de parted as the now blessed liv ing ones, in the home on the
other side, for ever with the Lord, in joy and peace and glory.

I shall not de part from my usual cus tom, that of preach pri mar ily, to the liv- 
ing.

There is much that could be said by way of eu logy. Mrs. P— was a good
wife, a good mother, a good neigh bor, a good church mem ber. She was
fourscore years of age, and al ways a Chris tian — an old-fash ioned Chris- 
tian; a Bible read ing, a pray ing Chris tian. And she lived what she pro fessed.
She be lieved in teach ing God’s Word. And she il lus trated it by her ex am ple.

For months Mother P— has been an in valid, suf fer ing much pain, but never
com plain ing. Hers has been the oft-re peated prayer, “Come, Lord Je sus.”
These things we will cher ish while mem ory holds sway. And they should
in cite to em u la tion. Much more, in all mod esty, could be said. But, af ter all,
as Chris tian peo ple, with Chris tian be liefs and hopes, the one thing that
gives com fort to day is this: Mother P — died as she lived — in the Lord.
This be ing so, we be lieve that she is one of the blessed dead. “Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord from hence forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that
they may rest from their labors, and their works do fol low them.”
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4. The Un trou bled Heart

Let not your heart be trou bled: ye be lieve in God, be lieve also in Me. In my Fa ther’s house
are many man sions: if it Were not so; I would have told you. I go to pre pare a place for
you. And if I go and pre pare a place for you, I will come again, and re ceive you unto my- 
self, that where I am, there ye may be also. — John 14:1-3

THE EX PECTED has hap pened. Af ter long, weary, pain. filled days, the weary
one is at rest but we are re ally never pre pared for these even tu al i ties.

Friends have gath ered around us; they have spo ken their words of sym pa- 
thy; but none are able to say half of what they felt But we need some thing
more au thor i ta tive; some thing that ex presses not only a hope, a wish, but
that which comes fresh from a cen tral source of au thor ity, and power.

Such we have in the words of Je sus.

I use these words of Je sus as con tained in our text rather fre quently. Per son- 
ally, I never tire of them, whether in trou ble or not. But I am us ing them to- 
day for a rea son; these are the words I read to our brother, and about which
we spoke, just the day be fore he fell asleep.

"Let not your heart be trou bled: ye be lieve in God, be lieve also in me. In
my Fa ther’s house are many man sions: if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to pre pare a place for you

Won der ful, won der ful words! What vi sions they open up be fore us! What
hopes they awaken! Let us dwell on these words a lit tle while this af ter- 
noon. I take for my sub ject the one nat u rally sug gested by my text

The Un trou bled Heart
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I. What does Je sus mean by the un trou bled
heart?

[A] When Je sus speaks of not let ting our hearts be trou bled, He im plies the
pos si bil ity of a trou bled heart. We do not need to try to prove that such a
thing is pos si ble. Ev ery body knows it. Ev ery body of any age, of any ex pe ri- 
ence, has, at times, had a trou bled heart. Sooner or later it comes, in some
form, to ev ery one (Job 5:7; 14:1).

David, the man of a wide and var ied ex pe ri ence, who, An spite of a few
very dark blots on his es cutcheon, was called a man af ter God’s own heart,
yes. David, in the Psalms, speaks sixty-five times of his trou bles. And he
had some of his most try ing ones when he was king.

Strangest of all, we are told that Je sus, the One who says in our text, “Let
not your heart be trou bled,” Him self had a trou bled heart. And He was not
ashamed of it, and never tried to hide it.

We are told that when He saw the grief of Mary, whose brother. Lazarus,
had died, lie groaned in the spirit, and was trou bled" (John 11:33). And at
this same time, the Bible says, “He wept.” There was an ag i ta tion, a pain in
the higher re gion of His in ner life.

[B] Again, in the up per room, when Je sus thought of the treach ery of Ju das,
we are told that “he was trou bled in spirit” (John 13:21). Trou ble is a very
real thing. And Je sus, who was a very real man, and knew all hu man ex pe ri- 
ences, in clud ing all kinds of mis treat ment, suf fer ing and death, cer tainly did
not mean, when He said, “Let not your heart be trou bled,” that we are not to
feel trou ble, or that, some how, we are to shut it out of our lives. What, then,
does Je sus mean?

[C] I think it will help us to un der stand Je sus’ words about the trou bled
heart to con sider the con nec tion in which He spoke them.

[1] Je sus and His dis ci ples were at the ta ble in the up per room, where the
Passover was eaten, and the Lord’s Sup per in sti tuted, and par taken of the
first time.
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Here Je sus spoke to them of His go ing away, of His be ing sep a rated from
them. I do not think they com pre hended that He was speak ing of Cal vary
and the Cross. But in re cent days He had spo ken to them of His death, and I
have no doubt that they some how as so ci ated Je sus’ go ing away with death.

They were dis turbed, dis qui eted, dis tressed. This meant, they thought, the
ut ter fail ure of all their plans. They were dis con so late.

[D] It was in an swer to this state of mind, voiced in Pe ter’s ques tion, John
13:36, that Je sus spoke the words of our text, “Let not your heart be trou- 
bled.” Now, what does this state ment mean?

[1] In ef fect, this: “Lit tle chil dren,” so Je sus called them, "a great cri sis is
com ing into our lives — Mine, and yours. Yet this night you will have a les- 
son on your own weak ness, in Geth se mane. Pe ter, be fore the morn ing light,
you, in spite of your boasted strength, will deny that you ever knew Me. To- 
mor row, be fore the sun sets, you will wit ness Cal vary and the Cross, and
there will be a tem po rary eclipse of your faith. Be fore this time to mor row
evening, some of you will see Me laid away in the grave. And you will
think all My plans have failed, that all is lost.

[2] "But, in spite of all this, let Me as sure you, all is not lost. In spite of all
this, I say, ‘Let not your heart be trou bled.’ There is more than you, at
present, see or un der stand. This is a dark night; but again the day will dawn,
and the sun shine; and, in stead of tears, there will be glad ness; in stead of
loss, there will be gain — eter nal gain.

"Re mem ber that God is God. Noth ing can thwart Him or His plans.

“Re mem ber that, in spite of all which in these days seems to con tra dict it, I
am God, and I shall be vic to ri ous.”

II. The se cret of the un trou bled heart

[A] When Je sus said, “Let not your heart be trou bled,” it was as much as to
say: "There are many things you do not un der stand. Your life, your think- 
ing, are tan gled skeins.
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"But you be lieve in God, you be lieve in His sov er eign power, you be lieve
in His fa therly good ness. Do you be lieve He will ever fail you?

[B] “I have been with you a long time,” says Je sus to these men. "You have
had the ex pe ri ence of My power, of My un flag ging, un fail ing in ter est in
you. But now your think ing about Me, and My plans, and yours, is much
be fogged. But, in a way, you be lieve in Me. And when the dark night
breaks, as soon it will, a night in which there will not ap pear to be a star of
hope any where in the fir ma ment, when all your plans crash hope lessly
about you, hold fast to your faith. Re mem ber, I have told you, I am the Son
of God. And soon all will be clear why things are as they are.

[C] And when you see that My life has ebbed away on the Cross, and when
you see the great stone close Me into the grave in Joseph’s gar den, re mem- 
ber that this was the heaven-or dained plan by which I was to com plete My
work for you and the world; this was the heaven-or dained way which I was
to go back to My throne and My glory.

[D] “And re mem ber,” says Je sus, “that when I get to heaven I shall not sit
idly on My throne; I shall be busy, ever busy, pre par ing places for you, and
all those whom God shall give Me.”

[E] This is the se cret — the only se cret of what Je sus means the un trou bled
heart.

[1] We are hu man. The frail ties of the flesh are with us all. Even we Chris- 
tian peo ple see only in part We know only in part. We are for ever want ing
to ask, “Why? How can this and that be?” I can not an swer, and no man can
an swer, in de tail, all the ques tions a trou bled hu man heart can ask.

[2] Our fi nal refuge must be this: God is God; Je sus Christ is God; God
knows, God loves, and God is able to care for His own. And He will care
for His own. Ac cord ing to His Word, He makes all things work to gether for
the good of those who love Him.

[3] This is the way, the cer tain way, the only way by which we can pos sess
what Je sus calls “the un trou bled heart.”
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III. Now let us make the ap pli ca tion of these
words, “Let not your heart be trou bled”

[A] These words had a spe cial ap pli ca tion to the apos tles in the try ing cir- 
cum stances in which they found them selves. But they are just as ap pli ca ble
to us in our trou bles as they were to the twelve. They are meant for ev ery
Chris tian.

[B] A hus band and fa ther has been taken from his fam ily.

[1] Death is a ter ri ble thing. It is use less to say oth er wise. The Bible calls it
an en emy.

[2] But Je sus says to you in the same sense in which He meant it for the
twelve, “Let not your heart be trou bled.”

Je sus does not say, “Do not feel your trou bles.”, He does not say, “Do not
sor row.” But He does say, through His Apos tle, “Sor row not as those who
have no hope.” You have ground for sure hope. Your hus band and fa ther
was a Chris tian man. He died in the faith.

And Je sus does say to you, and to all of us, “Be lieve in God, be lieve in
Me.”

[C] To day the sun is hid for you. But re mem ber, when the clouds hang low
and dark, the sun still shines. And some day it will break through and shine
for you.

[D] And re mem ber again, Je sus says, “I go to pre pare a place for you.” To
that blessed place, pre pared for the peo ple of God, your hus band and fa ther
has gone. Not in some far dis tant age, but now. Yes, in that place where suf- 
fer ing, and tears, and death shall never en ter.

[E] And re mem ber, once again, this is for ever.

[F] And we have no doubts about all this, so far as our de parted brother is
con cerned. He was a Chris tian, not only in name’ but in truth. His faith was
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well founded in the truth of God’s Word. He knew what he be lieved, and
why he be lieved it.

[1] He was a Chris tian, not only in name, but in fact. He was a Chris tian on
Sun day, he was al ways in church when there was a ser vice there. Yes, and
in Sun day school, also.

[2] And he was a Chris tian dur ing the week. He did his work as a Chris tian.
He treated other peo ple as a Chris tian should treat them, deal ing truth fully,
hon estly, and in Chris tian friend li ness.

[3] And we could see the ef fect of all this in his last days. There was never
a mur mur on his lips, but per fect res ig na tion to the will of God. An un- 
eclipsed faith, an un fal ter ing hope.

[G] Brethren, let us not only re joice that this was true of our brother who
has gone from us. Let us re solve that it shall be true of us also.

Some day we shall face the same sit u a tion. May we meet it with the same
faith, the same hope, the same peace of mind.

Be lieve in God. Be lieve in Christ Je sus. Live close to Him. And it shall be
so.
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5. My Home In Heaven

Let not your heart be trou bled: ye be lieve in God, be lieve also in me. In my Fa ther’s house
are many man sions: if it were not so, I would have told you, I go to pre pare a place for you.
And if I go and pre pare a place for you, I will come again, and re ceive you unto my self;
that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.
Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the
way? Je sus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Fa- 
ther, but by me. — John 14:1-6

WE AT TIMES hear peo ple speak of fa vorite Scrip ture pas sages. One likes the
Twenty-third Psalm. An other par tic u larly en joys the Forty-eighth Psalm.
One likes John 10, the Good Shep herd chap ter, and so forth.

This mat ter of choice de pends much on early train ing, one’s par tic u lar need
at the time, one’s frame of mind, emo tional con di tion, and the like.

When one is in deep trou ble, when one is per plexed about life — its dura- 
bil ity, its des tiny, its fu ture state and con di tion — per son ally I do not know
where I should turn to find a Bible truth more sat is fy ing than the open ing
verses of John 14. It puts a firm foun da tion un der one’s feet; it gives vi sion
to a man’s soul; it makes life worth liv ing. It gives one some thing re ally
worth while for which to live.

Let us pon der es pe cially one phase of this won der ful text. My thought
dwells es pe cially on verse two, “In My Fa ther’s house are many man sions
… I go to pre pare a place for you.” Let us make our thought per sonal and
re al is tic, and think of

My Home In Heaven

I. Let us con sider for a mo ment, our home on
earth
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[A] Nor mal men and women are home lovers, and home builders. This ten- 
dency is a nat u ral in stinct, di vinely im planted. It re veals some of the finest
traits in hu man life.

[B] It is based on the nat u ral de sire for pro tec tion, safety, per pe tu ity. Many
peo ple will go to al most any de gree of ef fort and sac ri fice to ob tain and
main tain a home, here and now.

We like to have our homes pre sentable, com fort able, beau ti ful, if, we can.
The true home is a refuge from the strife and dust of con flict.

It is a place of rest and re fresh ing, where the wounds re ceived in the con- 
flicts of life are soothed and healed un der the as suag ing in flu ence of do mes- 
tic in ter est and af fec tion.

[C] The real home — and not ev ery dwelling, not ev ery house, how ever
pre ten tious, is a home — is a refuge.

When the hori zon is dark with threat en ing clouds, when there seems to be
no way out of the dif fi cul ties fac ing us, and our en e mies seem ready to tri- 
umph, home, if it is a real home, is the place to which we want to re treat;
where hearts are com forted, where strength is re vived, and courage re- 
newed.

[D] This is a beau ti ful pic ture. There is only one de fect in it. It is not per ma- 
nent. Our homes here, the best of them, are only places of tem po rary so- 
journ (He brews 11:13; 1 Pe ter 2:11). The house may re main; but we move
on.

[E] This im per ma nence, and all it im plies, is one of the con stant sources of
our trou ble. The end of the way, part ing, to mere hu man think ing, the un- 
charted, un cer tain fu ture, causes us great con cern.

[F] Is there any com pen sa tion for this out look? Is there any thing cer tain,
worth while, to take the place of the home we have to give up here? Yes, the
child of God has
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II. A HOME IN HEAVEN

[A] Amid all the un cer tain ties, and the equally dis tress ing cer tain ties, of
life, what would we take in ex change for these words of Je sus, “I go to pre- 
pare a place for you”?

Re mem ber, it is the eter nal, all-wise, all-pow er ful Son of God who says
this. There can be no ques tion about it.

[B] And note that it is a place which Je sus has gone to pre pare for us. Our
fu ture life is not go ing to be merely a con di tion; we are not go ing to be ab- 
sorbed into some kind of uni ver sal life-el e ment. We are go ing to be our- 
selves, and we are go ing to have a very real life to live, and a very real
place in which to live this life.

[C] Where is it? Well, I have not lo cated it on any map. And Je sus has not
given us any spe cific lo ca tion. But He says it is in heaven. And heaven is
where He has His spe cific head quar ters, where we shall see Him, and be
with Him.

[D] “In my Fa ther’s house are many man sions.”

We of ten won der what God is go ing to do with all the peo ple who have
lived, and shall live. There is go ing to be plenty of room. There are prob a- 
bly more plan ets in space than there are peo ple that have ever lived. There
are ap prox i mately three tril lions of them that are known. I am not sug gest- 
ing that this is God’s plan; only that there is go ing to be plenty of room.

[E] Je sus, the com pas sion ate Friend, the ever in ter ested Saviour, is the One
who is ar rang ing this place, this home, for us. We can rest as sured that it
will he per fectly done.

[F] When the home is ready for us, and we are ready for the home, Je sus is
com ing af ter us, and will per son ally es cort us to our home (verse 3) and we
are go ing to share Je sus’ own home for ever.
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[G] We have all had our dream homes, and our dream life. Well, this is not
go ing to be a dream but a blessed re al ity. The days of wan der ing, weari ness
and woe will be past for ever. Home at last!

I’m but a stranger here,
 Heav’n is my home.
Earth is a desert drear,
 Heav’n is my home.

Dan ger and sor row stand
 Round me on ev’ry hand;
Heav’n is my fa ther land,
 Heav’n is my home.

What tho’ the tem pest rage?
 Heav’n is my home!
Short is my pil grim age,
 Heav’n is my home!

Time’s cold and win ery blast
 Soon will be over past;
I shall reach home at last,
 Heaven is my home.

[H] How thoughts like these help to com fort and strengthen our hearts at a
time like this!

[1] A beloved mem ber of your home, an ac tive, use ful, beloved mem ber of
our church cir cle, has been taken from us. I do not min i mize our loss, or the
feel ing of our loss. But our loss is our sis ter’s gain.

She has gone to her home land. She is at home forever more with her Fa ther
in heaven, with the Christ, in the home pre pared for her by His min istry
here on earth, and His min istry in heaven.

[2] And Je sus says to us, “Let not your heart be trou bled: Ye be lieve in God,
be lieve also in me.”

[I] There is an other point, how ever, which we must con sider; else we
should not be true to our text, and not true to our selves. It is the ques tion
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III. How do we reach our home in heaven?

[A] All men reach a fu ture life; but not all men reach the home in heaven.
And this means eter nal fail ure.

[B] Je sus said to the apos tles, to whom He was speak ing of hp place He was
go ing to pre pare for them: ’Whither I go, ye know, and the way ye know."

But Thomas, speak ing for the oth ers, said: "Lord, we now not whither thou
goest; and how can we know the way. (verse 5).

It is true that the dis ci ples be lieved in God; they be lieved in Je sus; they be- 
lieved in heaven. But they were sadly con fused about the time and man ner
of Je sus’ de par ture, and where He was go ing when He left.

So in verse 6 Je sus sim pli fies the mat ter. Je sus does not only show the way.
He is the way. And He alone gives strength to fol low the way. Je sus not
only points to the truth, ex plains the truth; He is the truth, the very per sonal
em bod i ment of all sav ing truth. Je sus does not only tell us where life —
spir i tual, eter nal life — may be found; He is the very foun tain of that life;
He gives, He sus tains it.

[C] This is the way our sis ter walked, this is the truth she pro fessed, and this
is the life she now pos sesses in its full ness.

[D] My Fa ther’s house! The house of His prepa ra tion, for ever His own spe- 
cial abode, and the eter nal home of all His chil dren. Home! Home for ever!
Those who en ter His house will go out of con fu sion into or der, out of fail- 
ure into suc cess, out of con flict into peace, out of the im per fect into the per- 
fect, out of the tran sient into the per ma nent, out of earth into heaven.

[E] This is our com fort and our strength in this hour of earthly part ing and
of sor row.

[F] There is no ques tion as to where our sis ter has gone. This is the faith in
which she lived and died. And Je sus will not, He can not, fail His chil dren.



42

[G] Some of these days, you and I are go ing to leave our earthly homes. Are
we cer tain of a home in heaven? We may be as cer tain of this as of the fact
that there is a God in heaven. Je sus is the only way. If we trust Him, fol low
Him, the blessed is sue is cer tain.

My hope is built on noth ing less
Than Je sus’ blood and right eous ness;
I dare not trust the sweet est frame,
But wholly lean on Je sus’ Name.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand,
All other ground is sink ing sand.

When I shall launch to worlds un seen,
Oh, may I then be found in Him,
Dressed in His right eous ness alone,
Fault less to stand be fore the throne.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand,
All other ground is sink ing sand.
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6. The Crowned Life

Be thou faith ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. — Rev e la tion 2:10

THIS IS A PRE CIOUS LIT TLE TEXT; but it be comes even more in ter est ing when
we know the story back of it.

It is part of a mes sage sent to the, prob a bly, rather small group of Chris tians
in the an cient city of Smyrna. These peo ple were poor. They had to bear not
only the or di nary ills in ci dent to life ev ery where but they were ac tively per- 
se cuted; ev ery body, ev ery thing, seemed to be against them.

So se vere, so un usual, were the tri als through which these peo ple were
pass ing that the sa cred writer calls it the work of the Devil.

The Lord meets this con di tion, not by im me di ately re mov ing it, but by en- 
cour ag ing them to bear it. He says to these peo ple, in ef fect, through the
apos tle: “Never mind; keep up your courage; this will not be for long; be
strong; keep up your courage; be faith ful; the crown will soon be yours.”

On the ba sis, then, of this di vine ex hor ta tion, let us think to gether about

The Crowned Life

There are two lead ing thoughts in our lit tle text: one is an ex hor ta tion, an
en cour age ment, the other is a prom ise.

Let us, then, in the first place think about the ex hor ta tion —

I. “Be thou faith ful”
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[A] In ad dress ing this mes sage to the Chris tians in Smyrna, through His in- 
spired apos tle, the Lord said: “I know your tribu la tions.”

This is worth not ing. It was not merely a lit tle trou ble these peo ple were
hav ing. It was se vere — try ing to the ut most The Lord en cour ages these
peo ple: “I know your trou bles,” He says, “and I am not in dif fer ent to your
con di tion. I care. My heart goes out to you. Your bur den is Mine.”

[B] We some times won der why the Lord does not in ter vene, and stop these
out rages. There is only one way it can be done: the Lord must de stroy all
His en e mies and the en e mies of His chil dren. And the time for this has not
yet come. In do ing this, as Je sus teaches in the para ble of the wheat and the
tares, some of the wheat might be de stroyed. So the trou ble goes on. To
make trou ble is the de light of the Devil’s chil dren

[C] “So,” says the Lord, “there is just one thing for you to do: be faith ful. In
spite of all dif fi cul ties, hold on, hold out Do not give up; do not de spair.
The re ward will be cer tain.”

In Smyrna, af ter nearly two thou sand years, there is still a Chris tian church.
One is led to won der whether this may not be the still vis i ble re sult of the
faith ful ness of that first lit tle Chris tian band.

[D] Faith ful ness is a very im por tant fac tor in ev ery de part ment of life. It is
the only way to suc ceed. One of Eng land’s great com man ders once said:
“The se cret of the suc cess of British arms is not that they are braver than
other sol diers, but in this — that they are brave just five min utes longer than
many oth ers.”

Suc cess is largely a mat ter of en durance. Many a man fails be cause he be- 
comes dis cour aged and gives up just when suc cess is about to crown his ef- 
forts. Es pe cially is pa tient en durance im per a tive in the bat tles of the soul.
Faith ful ness is one of the crown ing virtues of the Chris tian life.

[E] How ever, let us not for get that faith ful ness, as the word is used in our
text, is not only and chiefly a mat ter of hold ing on. This is im por tant. But
the term “faith ful” here means keep ing the faith; trust ing God, look ing to
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Christ, rest ing in His prom ises, re ly ing wholly on Him for ul ti mate de liv ery
and re ward. And the hold ing on is to be the re sult of this faith.

[F] This keep ing of the faith, this faith ful con tin u ance in the path of duty in
spite of dif fi cul ties, must be till death. Fifty or sixty years of faith ful ness
and a fi nal day of un faith ful ness will be fa tal.

[G] In our day, and in our land, we do not have the con di tions which pre- 
vailed in an cient Smyrna. There is no one to tell us that we must not be
Chris tians. And there is no one who will de stroy our prop erty or threaten
our lives and in flict suf fer ing upon us if we are Chris tians. But there are still
plenty of en e mies fight ing against all those who want to be true Chris tians.

The ex hor ta tion given to the peo ple of Smyrna so long ago, still stands for
us: “Be thou faith ful unto death.”

[H] Our de parted brother was one of those who re mained faith ful unto
death.

[1] He was not per se cuted.

[2] But he did have re verses, and he had bod ily af flic tions.

[3] And he bore it all pa tiently; he kept the faith; and he sought per se ver- 
ingly to live his faith.

[I] Now let us pro ceed to think of the di vine prom ise —

II. The crown of life

[A] “Be thou faith ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” What
a pre cious prom ise — all the more pre cious as we come to re al ize what it
means.

[1] If we keep the faith, there is an ex ceed ing great re ward; not of merit, but
of grace, but of fa therly love, a gift from the Fa ther to His dear chil dren.
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[2] This re ward is not like so many of life’s so-called prizes — ap ples of
Sodom; not like some will-o-the-wisp, ever al lur ing, for ever evad ing.

[3] This crown of life is ab so lutely sure. God Him self is the Giver of it. And
He never fails to make good His prom ises.

[B] Now it is time to ask specif i cally: What is this crown of life? It is not a
tin sel crown. It is the crown ing of life it self. It is that which makes life
royal, kingly.

[1] Paul speaks of it as the crown of right eous ness. St. Pe ter calls it the
crown of glory.

[2] The life that is crowned is not sim ply a life that con tin ues in def i nitely. It
is a life that has been freed of all its in fir mi ties, all its dif fi cul ties; it is a life
that has come into its own as God de signed it; a life that has been purged,
pu ri fied, per fected, glo ri fied:

[C] Most of us ought to think a great deal more about this than we do. If we
are faith ful ’unto death, then we shall have the crown of life for ever.

[1] If we thought more about this glo ri ous crown, we should not speak of
life and death as we so of ten do; about life’s fail ures and life’s end.

[2] God says that at first we have a weak, im per fect life; then, if we are
faith ful, when death comes, we shall re ceive the real life, the end less life,
the per fected life.

[3] Let us re vise our way of think ing. Let us make it Bib li cal.

[D] Let us bear in mind that while these words were orig i nally spo ken to
the Chris tians of Smyrna, they are for us also. It is a truth that is uni ver sal,
wher ever the con di tions are met.

[E] Be thou faith ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life," was
spo ken for our de ceased brother.

[1] He was faith ful. He kept the faith. To the best of his abil ity he dis- 
charged the du ties this faith makes oblig a tory. And now we are sure he
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wears the crown.

[F] “Be thou faith ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life,” was
spo ken for us also.

[1] Are we keep ing the faith?

[2] Then we may be sure of the crown.
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7. God Com forts His Pil grim
Chil dren

Thus saith the Lord that cre ated thee, O Ja cob, and he that formed thee, O Is rael, Fear not:
for I have re deemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou pass est
through the wa ters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not over flow thee:
when thou walk est through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; nei ther shall the flame kin dle
upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Is rael, thy Saviour. — Isa iah 43:1-3

THE WORDS OF OUR TEXT are, in deed, won der ful. They were spo ken to Is rael,
the na tion, not to an in di vid ual; but that which was true of the na tion was
true of the in di vid u als of the na tion.

God had done much for His peo ple, Is rael. He had led them, fed them, de- 
fended them; He had given them many ev i dences, blessed ex pe ri ences, of
His pres ence, power and good plea sure.

The Is raelites were an elect na tion; “the cho sen peo ple,” we call them; but
they were hu man. They had their, weak nesses they would for get; they made
mis takes; they got into dif fi cul ties just as the rest of mankind. But when ever
these peo ple turned to the Lord in re pen tance and faith, He never failed
them; He did great things for them. Yes, these peo ple had ex pe ri enced the
deep wa ters and the rag ing fires;. but the Lord al ways helped them.

All that was help ful, com fort ing, strength en ing in God’s re la tion ship to Is- 
rael is true of His re la tion ship to us. On the ba sis, then, of our text, let me
speak to you in this solemn hour on this thought —

God Com forts His Pil grim Chil dren

[A] In their early his tory, Is rael was, in a very spe cial sense, a pil grim peo- 
ple. They were so for many gen er a tions.
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[B] In a very true sense of the word, we are all pil grims; we are all on a
jour ney, and have here no per ma nent abid ing place.

I was re cently in the home of an aged man. He had been born in the house
in which he was still liv ing. He had never been very far away from the old
home stead. He ex pected to die there. Still he was a pil grim.

[C] There are more than 125,000,600 peo ple in this land of Ours. Where
will they be in a hun dred years from now? Of those born but yes ter day
there will be but a lit tle hand ful. As pil grim chil dren in a world such as ours
—

I. We are all bound to have try ing ex pe ri‐ 
ences

[A] There is no es cap ing them. No em i nent de gree of piety, no amount of
ser vice, no po si tion of priv i lege, no de gree of knowl edge, no po si tion of
honor can guar an tee ex emp tion from dan gers, trou bles, try ing ex pe ri ences.
All this is the in evitable re sult of the con di tions of life in which we find
our selves; we are weak; sin ful, sub ject to evil.

[B] Some time, some where, some how we all have to pass through deep wa- 
ters, and get scorched by flames. Ed u ca tion is a great help to us; sci ence has
done much for hu man com fort; med i cal sci ence in the past decades has
length ened the av er age span of hu man life ma te ri ally; but the time comes
when all these fail.

Wealth can not pur chase re lease from the ills that as sail. No house can be
built with walls thick enough, no locks can be made strong enough, to keep
the ills of life on the out side. They come, they mul ti ply, and at last they
over whelm

[C] Nat u rally, these un to ward ex pe ri ences of life awaken ap pre hen sion and
cause fear; for man at last finds him self help less against them. But, for tu- 
nately, man is not left to his own re sources.
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II. God gives us many as sur ances of com fort

[A] He says, and re peats it, “Fear not.” When God says this it means some- 
thing. “Fear not: for I am with thee,” (Isa iah 43:5).

God walks with us. His arms are around us. His in fi nite re sources are at our
ser vice.

This does not mean that we will not have tri als and suf fer ings. Some times
they will be like the rag ing wa ters and the con sum ing fires. But it does
mean that God will not al low them to de stroy us. It does mean that He is
ever with us to help us, and at last bring us to our goal. The river shall not
en gulf us; the fire shall not con sume us.

[B] We can de pend on this, for God has a vi tal, per ma nent, fa therly in ter est
in us.

[1] “I have cre ated thee.” We are His chil dren.

[2] “I have re deemed thee.” At what a cost! This is ev i dence of His in ter est.

[3] “I have called thee by thy name.” He knows us — has a per sonal in ter- 
est in us.

[4] “Thou art mine.” We are pur chased with a great price — the in ter est of
pos ses sion.

[C] Is this not suf fi cient ground for con fi dence? Is this not enough to give
us strength and com fort?

[D] If all this were true of an cient Is rael, how much more ev i dence have we
that it is true for us! God did much for an cient Is rael; in a sense He has done
much more for us.

We have been re deemed in a sense in which an cient Is rael knew noth ing of
re demp tion. We ought to know God’s love as an cient Is rael could not know
it — in the face of Christ Je sus. This text is —
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III. Our com fort in this hour of be reave ment

[A] We have no hes i tancy in ap ply ing our text to our de ceased brother.

[B] He had not only the com mon ills to which all flesh is heir; he had more
than a mere taste of the deep wa ters and the sear ing fires.

(En large ac cord ing to cir cum stances.)

But our brother was one of those who took to heart the pre cious truths of
our text:

[1] “Fear not!”

[2] “I have re deemed thee.”

[3] “Thou art mine.” Pre cious prom ise!

[4] “I am thy Saviour.”

[D] Be cause of this, we are com forted in our loss, for we know our loss is
his gain.

[E] Is the truth of this text our per sonal com fort?

[1] We are pil grim chil dren still on the road, and some day we shall come to
that last di vid ing river.

[2] Is God our Fa ther? Je sus our Friend and Saviour? the Holy Spirit our
Strength ener and Com forter? the Word of God our Guide in the way of life?
Only so can we be fear less, live coura geously, and die in peace.
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8. The Chris tian’s As sured Vic‐ 
tory

In all these things we are more than con querors through him that loved us. For I am per- 
suaded, that nei ther death, nor life, nor an gels, nor prin ci pal i ties, nor pow ers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea ture, shall be able to
sep a rate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Je sus our Lord. Ro mans — 8:37-39

WE HAVE come to gether to pay our re spects to a dear de parted sis ter; a
beloved friend; a most faith ful and ef fi cient worker in our church.

So far as the flesh is con cerned, we have come with tears and a heavy heart.

As Chris tians be liev ers in Christ, we have come with a sense of grat i tude,
of thank ful ness for a tri umph in which we have a cer tain share.

We have come to gether to show our love for our de parted, to pay her a mer- 
ited trib ute of re spect. At the same time, we have come to glo rify God for
His never fail ing good ness, and to thank Him for what He has done for our
sis ter, and for us.

Death, from the merely nat u ral man’s point of view, from all that we can see
with the eye of flesh, is fail ure, go ing down in de feat. Death top ples the
crown from the brow of the king; it wrests the scepter from the hand of the
po ten tate in church and state. And this, ac cord ing to mere hu man reck on- 
ing, is fail ure.

How ever, when we take God into ac count, and take His rea son ing into ac- 
count, death is not fail ure but vic tory — earth’s last great vic tory.

At a time like this, then, the Chris tian’s thoughts should be about God: what
He has done for us, and what man achieves through Him. So I am go ing to
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speak to you on this com fort ing, strength en ing thought —

The Chris tian’s As sured Vic tory

I. The Chris tian’s con flict

[A] We do not all fol low the same line of thought; but I can not read our text
or hear the word “vic tory,” with out think ing, in the same breath, of the
word “con flict.” This is in her ent in the very na ture of things in this world,
as it is now con sti tuted.

[B] Do you know of any worth while vic to ries with out con flict? I do not. We
have a great coun try. It did not be come great with out Con flict, and it can not
re tain its great ness with out con flict. I am not now think ing of open con flict,
the clash of arms. I am think ing of the clash of prin ci ples out of which
evolve the higher val ues of life.

[1] This is true of the in di vid ual life.

[2] It is true in the busi ness and pro fes sional world.

[3] It is true, pre em i nently true, in man’s Chris tian life; in the gain ing and
re tain ing of faith; in the growth of char ac ter.

[C] Our beloved sis ter had her con flicts

[1] We all re mem ber the days when she was in vig or ous health, the days of
ac tiv ity.

[2] We re call also the days of less ened vi tal ity, the days of in sid i ously en- 
croach ing dis ease, the days of heroic on go ing when there was scarcely
strength enough to carry out the man dates of a res o lute will.

[3] I re mem ber, too, when she told me that she knew what the end would
be, and that it would not be long de layed.
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[4] Be sides these con flicts, there were, of course, oth ers such as are in ci dent
to all hu man life in this im per fect world.

[D] And now the con flict is over. Our sis ter lies be fore us, still, silent, in the
em brace of ,what we call death. And can we still speak of vic tory? Do not
these two words, “death” and “vic tory,” con tra dict and nul lify each other?
No, in spite of all con flicts, in spite of death, they do not.

II. The Chris tian is still vic to ri ous

[A] Not by virtue of his own wis dom, strength, or merit, but by virtue of the
fact that God is with us, fights for us and with us, and gives us the vic tory.

[B] Death is not de feat but vic tory; be cause only then does the Chris tian life
re ally come into its own; only then does it lay aside its weak ness, its im per- 
fec tions, and be come per fect and glo ri ous; only then does it reach its God-
ap pointed des tiny.

[C] The ground of our as sur ance of fi nal vic tory is not guess work; it is not
merely a con sum ma tion de voutly wished for. The ground of our as sur ance,
as well as the ac tive source of our vic tory, is —

III. The love of God

[A] Who, or what, shall sep a rate us from the love of Christ?

[1] Noth ing in this world; no tribu la tion; no an guish; no per se cu tion; no
peril or sword; no weak ness or sin re pented of and striven against.

[2] No power of the spirit world, such an an gels, or prin ci pal i ties.

[3] God loves us, and this in sures that all His re sources are en listed in our
fa vor.

[4] What is the best guar an tee of the faith ful ness of hus band or wife? A
gen uine love. What is the best guar an tee that fa ther or mother, son or
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daugh ter, will dis charge their parental, or fil ial, obli ga tions? A true love.

[B] And re mem ber, the love of God for us is not a mere word, al though, on
God’s part, that would be am ply suf fi cient. To re as sure us in our weak ness,
we may re mem ber that God has abun dantly proved His love in deed. He
loved us so well that He sent us a Saviour. This Saviour — His own Son —
loved us so well that He will ingly laid down His life to make our sal va tion
pos si ble. God loves us so well that, in spite of our weak nesses, and oft-re- 
peated fail ures and this is true of all of us — He daily and richly for gives
us.

God loves us so well that He makes all things . yes, all things — work to- 
gether for our good.

[C] We say of our sis ter that she is dead; that is, as to the body. But she is
not dead in spirit, which is her real self; she is not de feated but vic to ri ous
now, and for ever.

[D] Our at ti tude, there fore, ought not to be that of those who sor row with- 
out hope. We have a sor row, nat u rally. Je sus wept at the death of His friend,
Lazarus. But our sor row, as Chris tian peo ple, is, mainly, for our own loss.
But with it there is a sense of grat i tude, of thanks giv ing to God. Our sis ter
has been re lieved of her bur dens. She has been pro moted. She is saved, and
safe, for ever.

Brethren, when we at tend a ser vice like this, do we ever have any se ri ous
thoughts about that day, so sure to come, when we shall be at the end of our
own earthly life?

Are we ap proach ing it with the sense that it is go ing to be our great day of
vic tory and with the as sur ance that no pow ers or ex pe ri ences of earth, no
pow ers of the spirit world, can sep a rate us from the love of God?
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9. A Chris tian Phi los o phy Of
Life

Ac cord ing to my earnest ex pec ta tion and my hope, that in noth ing I shall be ashamed, but
that with all bold ness, as al ways, so now also Christ shall be mag ni fied in my body,
whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live
in the flesh, this is the fruit of my la bor: yet what I shall choose I know not. For I am in a
strait be twixt two, hav ing a de sire to de part, and to be with Christ; which is far bet ter. —
Philip pi ans 1:20-23

MANY OF YOU, I trust, are suf fi ciently fa mil iar with the book from which my
text is taken to know that these words in Philip pi ans are the words of the
great Apos tle Paul.

On the ba sis of these words, among the late ut ter ances of the apos tle’s life I
want to speak to you on what I shall call —

A Chris tian Phi los o phy Of Life

I. A phi los o phy of life

[A] Let us not be alarmed at what may seem, at first thought, a rather for mi- 
da ble sub ject. No re ally think ing per son can for long, avoid this, the big gest
sub ject in the world — life, hu man life.

And when a man thinks about life, its whence and its whither, its na ture, its
pur pose, how to meet its tasks and dif fi cul ties, and what the out come of it is
go ing to be, and then for mu lates some work ing prin ci ples with re spect to
the con duct of life, that man has a phi los o phy of life. It may not be the
high est or best, but he has a phi los o phy of life. And it will be avail able to
him ac cord ing to its truth, or un truth.
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[B] And let me ex press it as my hum ble opin ion that the man who does not
have a phi los o phy of life, of life it self, has made the great est fail ure of
which man is ca pa ble. Now let us look for a mo ment

II. Paul’s phi los o phy of life

[A] Let me say that of all the men whose names are in deli bly in scribed on
the pages of the Book of books, or any other book or books, Paul is my
hero.

En dowed by na ture, it seems, with a frail body; and bur dened with phys i cal
hand i caps, Paul had the in domitable will that car ries men to the heights, in
spite of hand i caps.

[B] Paul had the gifts which would have car ried him to the heights in this
world had he never been a Chris tian. I am not think ing now of what men
call ge nius. I have not a very high opin ion of what men or di nar ily call ge- 
nius. Un less you call the never sat is fied ap petite for work ge nius; the fac- 
ulty some men have of tak ing hold of a thing and never let ting go; the fac- 
ulty of tak ing the or di nary gifts of life and us ing them to the nth de gree; the
fac ulty of wrest ing suc cess from de feat, un less you call this ge nius, I have
lit tle use for it.

[C] The only phi los o phy of life some peo ple seem to have is that there is, or
that there ought to be, some kind of be nign prov i dence that show ers the
good things of life into the laps of those who do noth ing but wait, idly wait,
and vainly hope.

[D] St. Paul had a phi los o phy of life — a phi los o phy for all of life; life to
Paul was a unity.

[1] Paul, we might say, against his will, against what he once con sid ered his
bet ter judg ment, be came a Chris tian. And then Paul’s Chris tian phi los o phy
col ored and de ter mined and gave di rec tion and force to his whole life.

[2] In our text Paul de clares: “Christ shall be mag ni fied in my body, in the
way I think and plan and de port my self in my work; in my liv ing and my
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dy ing.”

Paul was a tent maker by trade. And even dur ing his apos to late there were
times when he worked at his trade. He was an in de pen dent man. He did not
want to be an un nec es sary bur den to any one.

Paul’s phi los o phy of life led him to be just as much con cerned about hon or- 
ing God when he worked with his hands mak ing tents as when he stood
preach ing on Mars’ hill, in the shadow of the Parthenon, or, amid the tem- 
ples and tow ers of gilded, per fumed Corinth.

[3] What a dif fer ent world we should have if more peo ple, yes, even more
pro fess ing Chris tian peo ple, had this kind of phi los o phy of life; if em ploy- 
ers and em ploy ees, of fi cials of state and oth ers had the holy de ter mi na tion
to honor God by the in tegrity of their work, their ser vice. In hon or ing God
they would honor them selves and hu man ity.

Too many peo ple draw a clear line of dis tinc tion be tween the sa cred and the
sec u lar, and keep the two in sep a rate, wa ter tight com part ments.

It was re ported that a cer tain re cent prom i nent busi ness man, who was a
rather reg u lar church at ten dant, said of him self: “When I leave the church, I
lock up my re li gion in the church and for get about it un til the fol low ing
Sun day.” The truth of the mat ter is that such a man has no vi tal re li gion to
leave locked up in the church.

[4] Chris tian ity is not a clois tered virtue. It is in tended of God to clar ify,
rec tify, sta bi lize, vi tal ize and mo ti vate the whole of life.

[E] Paul’s life was one of un usual hard ship, of man i fold tri als, of much suf- 
fer ing; but his phi los o phy of life put a note of glad ness, of re joic ing, of vic- 
tory into his whole life.

It mat tered not what came or how griev ous his bur den, Paul never pitied
him self; he never whined.

At the time he wrote the words of our text he was in prison, chained to a
guard, with the sword of Damo cles hang ing over his head; he did not know
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what clay the ex e cu tioner might ap pear. If you want to know how, at this
very time, he sang the joy note of life, read this lit tle epis tle and see.

III. Paul’s phi los o phy of life was vi tal and
sus tain ing. It em braced the whole of life. it
leaped the bounds of time and space, and in‐ 
cluded the land and the life be yond the grave

[A] To Paul this life was a great and worth while thing; and he lived it to the
ut most But Paul said, and he be lieved it, “To die is gain.” It is not only the
end of trou ble; it is a pos i tive gain.

In the West the phrase is of ten quoted : “Out where the West be gins.” Be- 
yond the grave is where life re ally be gins, for those who, as St Paul says,
live in Christ and die in Christ

[B] St Paul whole heart edly be lieved this, as do all to whom the Bible is
God’s Word and Je sus Christ the last au thor ity in things re li gious and spir i- 
tual.

To St. Paul the grave was not merely a cleft in the ground or a crypt in a
mau soleum. It was the way, the di rect way to the Fa ther’s house on high.
And there life was to have its new and per fect sec ond be gin ning; there all of
life’s high est as pi ra tions were to be re al ized. There the ad ven tur ous soul
would have new worlds to con quer.

[C] St Paul be lieved this with his whole heart He wa gered his whole life on
it; it was the ground work of his whole phi los o phy of life. And his phi los o- 
phy of life af fected his liv ing and his work.

IV. Our de parted friend and brother Mr.— had
a phi los o phy of life

[A] He had a phi los o phy of life for the here and now.
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[1] He was a be liever, and prac ticed the old-fash ioned virtues, which, un for- 
tu nately, with too many in these days are, in deed, old-fash ioned, an ti quated,
out of date.

[2] He be lieved that hard work was a law of life. And he lived up to it You
know what it did for him.

[3] Gen er ous at the call of need, and in his church, he be lieved in the old-
fash ioned prin ci ple of thrift. To him the gifts of God of a ma te rial char ac ter
were to be held as a stew ard ship, to be im proved and mul ti plied for prof- 
itable use.

[B] Mr.— had a high sense of jus tice, of honor, of fair deal ing. And this
brought him the re spect of all.

[C] Mr.—’s phi los o phy of life, that life it self is a tal ent to be used and mul- 
ti plied for use, led him to the fore front in the civic and po lit i cal life of our
city, which is as it should be. If more men of high prin ci ple, of im pec ca ble
hon esty, of un yield ing jus tice took an ac tive part in civic life, we should
have a bet ter and more ef fi cient gov ern ment. Such men are the best as set of
any com mu nity.

[D] Back of Mr.—’s phi los o phy of life here and now, in ter pen e trat ing it,
mold ing it, con trol ling it, sub li mat ing it, was his Chris tian phi los o phy of
life.

In all his in ter ests he was ever a Chris tian. In all his mul ti plied busi ness and
civic in ter ests he was ever a church man.

[E] I have known Mr.— for more than forty years, in which days he was a
lay syn od i cal of fi cial.

For thirty years I have known him in ti mately. For eigh teen years he has
been a mem ber of this con gre ga tion, much of the time a mem ber of the
Church Coun cil. He was al ways in ter ested in the work of the church, at
home and abroad; al ways a wor shiper; al ways a worker.
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In re cent years, as some of you know, he did not hear so well; but he still
came reg u larly to church to the last.

[F] Mr.— was a Chris tian, not only in pub lic, but in pri vate as well. In his
home, in his room, he had a well-read, a well-marked Bible from which he
gained his in for ma tion about his phi los o phy of life and drew his in spi ra tion
for it.

[G] Mr.— was an old-fash ioned Chris tian, one who be lieved that, be cause
of com mon hu man im per fec tion, he needed a Saviour; one who was sure
that he had found an all-suf fi cient Saviour in Je sus Christ, the Son of God
and man, who had re deemed him and all men, and whom he took to his
heart by faith.

[H] And now our brother, prom i nent in the life of his city, prom i nent in the
life of his church, in the full ness of years and of hon ors, has gone out from
our midst. We shall see him no more. But we mourn him not as one who is
dead. He has gone on to the rest that re mains for the peo ple of God. He has
won his fi nal vic tory. He has gone on top the ex pe ri ences of which Paul
speaks. He has ex pe ri enced the truth of the words, “To die is gain.” He is
alive forever more in glory.

I see men here from ev ery de part ment of our city’s ac tiv i ties. May I be so
bold as to ask a ques tion of you? — each one of you? Have you a phi los o- 
phy of life? — an ad e quate sat is fy ing, far-reach ing phi los o phy of life? one
that will stand the test of the crises of life, and es pe cially that last great
com mon cri sis of life?

I trust that you have, and that you have ex pe ri enced its worth. If not, I beg
of you to ob tain it. And there is only one place to find it: in the truth of
God’s Word; in Je sus Christ.
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10. The Chris tian Pil grim Home‐ 
ward Bound

Yea, though I walk through the val ley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou
art with me: thy rod and thy staff they com fort me. — Psalm 23:4

THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM is one of the best known and best loved com po si- 
tions in the world.

The whole book of Psalms might be called the Chris tian world’s hymn book,
and the Chris tian world’s prayer book. And it oc cu pies the same po si tion in
the Jew ish re li gious world. The Twenty-third Psalm is one of the pearls of
the Psalms. Its piety is the equal of its po etry.

This Psalm of David was writ ten three thou sand years ago. The great Tem- 
ple in Jerusalem is gone; David’s palace is gone. Jerusalem it self has been
de stroyed a half-dozen times. Is rael has been scat tered all over the world.
But this Psalm lives on. And the cir cle of those en cour aged by it is ever
widen ing. It touches hu man life at a vi tal spot, the point of deep est need.
And it gives strength, courage, hope.

It is said that, in the li braries and lan guages of the world, there are 224,000
books and book lets on this one lit tle Psalm of only six verses, or one hun- 
dred words.

The pic ture this Psalm calls to mind is that of a coun try scene — one of
peace, plenty and safety: a scene where mur mur ing streams flow on through
ver dant mead ows, where birds sing, and cat tle qui etly graze.

The les son this Psalm wants to teach is that of trust in God and con fi dence
in His guid ance and pro tec tion. “The Lord is my shep herd; I shall not
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want.” But even in the midst of the most beau ti ful and quiet coun try scene,
dis turb ing thoughts en ter, and try ing ex pe ri ences come.

Re mem ber! this Psalm was writ ten by David, Is rael’s great est king. And it
was writ ten from his own, ex pe ri ence. ’Yea, though I walk through the val- 
ley of the shadow of death." The king on the throne must say this, as well as
his lowli est sub ject. Wealth, power, po si tion . noth ing can keep away this
vis i tor. And he is ab so lutely im par tial. He takes the scepter from the hand,
and the crown from the brow of the might i est monarch, as well as the in- 
stru ment of toil from the hand of the lowli est toiler. “Yea, though I walk
through the val ley of the shadow of death.” The idea here ex pressed is that
of a jour ney, an ad ven ture in a strange land. I want to pre serve this thought;
so let ’me speak to you briefly on this sub ject:

The Chris tian Pil grim Home ward Bound

I. Do you re al ize that we are all pil grims?

[A] This is one of life’s in evita bles. There is no get ting around it, no way of
es cap ing it. One may never leave his na tive com mu nity; one may die in the
house in which he was born, and never get ten miles away from it in the
mean while; but he is a pil grim nev er the less.

He is a pil grim trav el ing on from youth to age, trav el ing on from the chang- 
ing to the change less, trav el ing from time to eter nity.

[B] David starts out in this Psalm with the pic ture of a pleas ant scene. In
verses 1-3 he tells about the :Good Shep herd, the green pas tures and the
wa ters of rest. But al ready in the fourth verse he speaks of the val ley of the
shadow of death.

It is to day as it was in David’s day. This is life, and there is no chang ing it.
Man’s pil grim age leads this way. Since his tory has been writ ten, ev ery man,
ev ery woman has gone this way. And there are no set bounds to the du ra tion
of this pil grim age. It may ter mi nate any where from in fancy to ex treme old
age.
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[C] We know these facts. We know that ev ery day we are mov ing on. We
know that some clay this pil grim age is go ing to end; and that the faith we
have here, and the life we de velop here, de ter mines what our life will be
for ever. But how much do we think of this? and how much are we in flu- 
enced by it?

[D] Now I want to ask a ques tion. I am ask ing this ques tion as much of my- 
self as I am of you. The ques tion is this —

II. When we get to the end of our pil grim age
here, are we go ing to be fear less pil grims?

[A] David was able to say, ’“Yea, though I walk through the val ley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me.’ thy rod and thy
staff they com fort me.” The gen eral be lief is that this Psalm was writ ten by
David in his later life. He had many try ing ex pe ri ences: in his own per sonal
life, in his fam ily life, and as a ruler. But in all of this, he had ex pe ri enced
the good ness of his God. And he was able to say, in all hon esty, “When I
come to my end, I will not be afraid.”

[B] When we think of the end, are we able to say, “I fear no evil”?

[1] I know peo ple dif fer con sti tu tion ally. Some are fear less be cause they
never think, and nat u rally see no dan ger.

[2] Some have the fear less ness of the stoic, the man who says, “What can- 
not be cured must be en dured.”

[3] There is also the fear less ness of the child of God.

The Chris tian pil grim’s heart may beat fast when he thinks of this mat ter in
a di rect per sonal way; his knees may trem ble some what as his feet ac tu ally
draw near to the val ley of the shadow, be cause this, for him, is a new, un- 
tried ad ven ture; but he is not re ally afraid; and for sev eral rea sons.

One who can say, out of his own con vic tion and ex pe ri ence, “The Lord is
my shep herd,” and who knows that in ev ery ad ven ture, even in the val ley of
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the shadow of death, God is with him, that the di vine rod and staff sup port
him, will not be re ally afraid.

And how much truer this ought to be of us than it was of David. He knew
God’s good ness. He knew some thing of God’s prom ise to send a Re deemer.
But David lived a thou sand years be fore Christ came into the world, gave
His life to save us, died on the Cross, arose from the dead tri umphantly, and
as cended to heaven to rule the world in our in ter est. The Chris tian pil grim
is not re ally afraid of the val ley of the shadow of death, be cause he knows
that —

III. What we call death is but the open ing of
the door that ad mits him to the eter nal home‐ 
land

[A] Death! There is no death! That is, no end of hu man life. Je sus says
(John 11:25, 26), “I am the res ur rec tion, and the life: he that be lieveth in
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. And whoso ever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die.”

There is a death of the body. The house in which we live falls into de cay.
But of life, the soul, the mind, the will, the af fec tions . all that makes up our
per son al ity — there is no death. There is a con di tion of life which the Bible
calls death; but it is not the ces sa tion of life. It is life lived apart from God,
con firmed in evil, and lived in hope less ness and mis ery for ever.

[B] David, three thou sand years ago thou sand years be fore Christ was born
— who has made these things much clearer to us, said, “Though I walk
through the val ley of the shadow of death.” It is not a real death, only the
shadow of it And David knew that he did not stop there. He says, “Though I
walk through the val ley.” And God kept on go ing with him.

[C] Let us dwell for a mo ment on this thought: Through death to the home- 
land. The home land! We talk about our homes here. We strug gle to get them
and keep them. But we know, down deep in our hearts we know, that we do
not keep them for very long. You know the fig ures the Bible uses to im press
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this. It says life is like a va por; it is like the flower that blooms in the morn- 
ing and by evening, or, at most, in a day or two, fades and falls.

But this is only the tem po rary, phys i cal phase of life. Life it self does not run
from life to death; but, for the child of God, from life to a fuller, richer life.

[D] And what a life that is go ing to be! We have all had our dreams of what
we should like life to be; dreams of beauty, per fec tion, ex cel lence, glory,
blessed ness. Well, when we get to heaven, the re al ity is go ing to be a thou- 
sand times more glo ri ous than our dreams.

I am not go ing to de scribe this life in any de tail. But there is one lit tle pas- 
sage — I John 3:2 — which gives me a world of sat is fac tion. Here John
tells us that when we get to heaven, we are not only go ing to see Je sus as
He is but — mar velous words — we are go ing to be like Him.

[E] This it is which, for us Chris tian peo ple, takes the sting out of death and
robs the grave of its vic tory. Of course, we grieve for the loved ones taken
away from us. That is nat u ral. Je sus Him self wept at the grave of His friend
Lazarus. But if we have an en light ened Chris tian faith, our grief is not for
those who have left us but for our selves, who are left as pil grims in this vale
of tears.

[F] Pil grims home ward bound! That there are many dif fi cul ties and dan gers
in the way, ev ery one rec og nizes. That our un aided strength is wholly in suf- 
fi cient, God’s Word clearly tells us.

Can we, then, be cer tain of reach ing the home land? Ab so lutely. How? By
putting our hand in the hand of Je sus, the New Tes ta ment Good Shep herd,
and al low ing our selves to be led by Him.
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11. The Chris tian’s Twofold
Gain

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. — Philip pi ans 1:21

MAN HAS BEEN LIV ING with death for thou sands of years, but he has never be- 
come wholly ac cus tomed to it; he has never lost all his fear of it. Death is,
most of the time, viewed with more or less alarm; it is con sid ered an in- 
truder, a de stroyer. And there is much of truth in this view.

I am speak ing of death now from the view point of the nat u ral man. There
are those, how ever, who suc ceed in gain ing an other point of view. It is not
the point of view of the stoic, who says, “What can not be cured must be en- 
dured,” and seeks to school his spirit to en dure with calm ness the vi cis si- 
tudes of life; but it is the point of view of those who have been tu tored in
the school of Christ, and have come to be lieve what He taught and ex em pli- 
fied in His own life.

In Je sus’ teach ing they have found that which com forts and strength ens,
which gives a larger, fur ther out look; which teaches that even in suf fer ing
and death there is a rich com pen sa tion.

These peo ple have learned that what we call life and death are but two sides
of a greater whole; that life goes on af ter death; that death is but the open ing
of a door that ad mits the child of God into a larger, fuller, richer life. On the
ba sis of our lit tle text, let us con sider this sub ject, while I speak to you on
this topic —

The Chris tian’s Twofold Gain
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I. Let us think of the Chris tian’s gain in this
life

[A] The Bible teaches no es sen tially gloomy view of life. With per fect truth
and clear ness it teaches about man’s faults, his suf fer ings and the evil es tate
to which he may come for eter nity. But there is in this teach ing no es sen tial
gloomi ness, for its aim is to point the way to bet ter things.

[1] Je sus was no gloomy as cetic. He loved life. He loved God’s world. He
loved good friends and com pan ion ship. He loved to think of life’s no ble
pos si bil i ties, ris ing vista upon vista.

[2] God has given us a life to live here, and we should not be afraid of it or
view it with gloomy eyes.

Of course, there are dif fi cul ties, bur dens, dan gers, tri als, suf fer ings,
heartaches, and, fi nally, what we call dis so lu tion.

[3] But there are other things also. God has given us this beau ti ful, won der- 
ful world to use and en joy. The Chris tian may, I say should, make gain of
life, as oth ers do. He need not be in sen si ble to dis tinc tion and honor. There
are friends to be made and com pan ion ships to be en joyed.

[4] How ever, most of these things have to do, pri mar ily, with the life that
now is, and per ish with the us ing, save for what is wrought into the fab ric of
life it self.

[B] The real gain in life, how ever, is not merely in the life of the flesh, the
ev ery day life we live. It is not in the use and en joy ment of the good things
of this world, how ever abun dant or nec es sary.

[C] The real gain of life here has come only to those who have learned to
know the al most in fi nite mean ing of life; that it is a gift of God; that it is
akin to God; that it has an eter nal des tiny.

[D] The real gain of life here is in the pos ses sion only of those who know
that life here, at its best, is dis eased, dis fig ured, blinded, be wil dered, sin ful;
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but who know, at the same time, that Je sus Christ, the Son of God and man,
the new head of a new race, has come to give us a new birth into a new life,
with an ever widen ing, ever clearer vi sion of the real na ture and des tiny of
life; and that all this be comes ours, here and now, when, by the grace of
God, we open our hearts and, by a liv ing faith, take Christ Je sus into our
hearts — the very life of our lives.

This is the way we be gin, al ready in this life, to live the end less life.

[E] When a man has this gain of the present life, no ad ver sity, no loss, no
pains, no fear of death can rob him of it.

Few men in the world have had more vi cis si tudes, more pains and losses
than St. Paul. At the time he wrote these words he was in prison, ex pect ing
the ex e cu tioner any day; but no man was ever more con sis tently thank ful
and joy ous. It was be cause he knew what he had, and what was in store for
him.

[F] Our brother, who lies so qui etly be fore us in his last sleep, was one, we
are as sured, who had this dou ble gain of life here.

[1] He was a suc cess ful man of af fairs. He was a good cit i zen, who en joyed
the re spect and ad mi ra tion of his fel low cit i zens. He was a true, loyal son,
hus band and fa ther. He loved life, and gleaned much from life.

[2] But he had a greater gain of life here while he lived. He had the sus tain- 
ing strength and pa tience and com fort which can be the pos ses sion only of
those who have a liv ing faith in Je sus as an all-suf fi cient Saviour, an as- 
sured sense of for give ness and a strength en ing vi sion of the bless ings that
await them.

He was a loyal church man; a faith ful user of the means of grace, in the
house of God and in his home. He faith fully dis charged the du ties in cum- 
bent upon him as a mem ber of the church, and an of fi cer in it. He had an ac- 
tive part in the work of the church at home and abroad. He loved the fel low- 
ship of his brethren of the church. He was with us here just two days ago.
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Now our brother has gone from us, but his mem ory is held in lov ing re- 
mem brance. And we are sure, as sure as only Chris tian men can be, that he
has gone on to even bet ter, more glo ri ous things. So let us fur ther con sider
—

II. The Chris tian’s gain through death

[A] Here is where mere hu man un der stand ing balks. Though even here
there is a hu man in tu ition that tells us the life of a good man does not end, it
can not tell us any thing def i nite about the fu ture.

In the lan guage of mere mor tals, we speak of death as the end of things. If
is not the end; it is only the real be gin ning of life. We speak of death as the
sur ren der of ev ery thing. The re verse of this is true. Death swings open the
door through which the man of God passes to en ter upon his eter nal in her i- 
tance.

[B] Do we not sing —

There is a land of pure de light;
Where saints im mor tal reign;
Eter nal clay ex cludes the night,
And plea sures ban ish pain.

[C] Has Je sus not said (John 14:1-2) “Let not your heart be trou bled: ye be- 
lieve in God, be lieve also in me. In my Fa ther’s house are many Man sions:
if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to pre pare a place for you”?

[D] Has not Paul who was caught up into heaven, and be held won ders and
glo ries no hu man lips Can re peat — given us that glo ri ous pas sage, Ro mans
8:18-21?

[E] We be lieve all this. It is an in te gral part of our Chris tian faith; but we,
need to cul ti vate this faith, by faith ful study . of God’s Word, as it deals
with this prob lem — and es pe cially Je sus’ own per sonal ver i fi ca tion of its
truth.
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[F] New, more in par tic u lar, what is the gain that comes to Man through
death?

[1] He lays aside all his in fir mi ties, all his temp ta tions and dif fi cul ties.

[2] He be comes per fect; his mor tal be comes im mor tal; his Cor rupt ible be- 
comes in cor rupt ible; his weak ness be comes strength; his marred life be- 
comes glo ri ous; he re al izes all his bet ter as pi ra tions, even to be com ing like
Christ and shar ing His glory and blessed ness.

[3] And: all this is for ever.

[G] To die is gain! Yes we be lieve this, al though, be ing hu man, it is of ten
with some fear and trem bling. Death! Yes, there is such a thing; but for the
Chris tian it is, only of the body — not of the soul.

This is the death of death,
To breathe away a breath
And know the end of strife,
And taste the death less life.

[H] I think it is true that for Chris tian peo ple the bit ter ness of death is not so
much the thought of dy ing as it is the thought of leav ing be hind those we
love. But let us re mem ber —

A day and we will meet,
A night and we will greet.

And the re union will be for ever.

[I] To this blessed gain our brother has gone. And the thought of it com- 
forted him in the go ing, as it com forts us in this hour of part ing.

[J] “For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

Let us make gain of both worlds. But let us so live in faith that the gain
here, how ever great it may be, will be as noth ing to the gain over there; let
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us re mem ber al ways that the gain here is but for a lit tle while; that over
there it is for ever.
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12. A Glimpse Of The Heart Of
God

God so loved the world, that he gave his only be got ten Son, that whoso ever be lieveth in
him should not per ish, but have eter nal life. — John 3:16

THE AN CIENT HE BREWS looked upon the heart as the very cen ter of life; the
source and seat of un der stand ing, love, courage, grief, plea sure, etc. One
thing is cer tain: as long as a per son’s heart is true to you, as long as a per son
truly loves you, you can de pend on him, he will be true to you, he will keep
his word to you, he will do all he can for you.

One of the things that are very pre cious to us Chris tian peo ple is the as sur- 
ance of God’s dis po si tion to ward us; the fact that He loves us, that we are
ob jects of His so lic i tous care.

Many peo ple, as long as they are in health and strength, and ev ery thing
goes well with them, are very lit tle con cerned about what God thinks of
them, or whether He thinks of them at all.

But when peo ple face eter nity, most of them change their minds. Then the
ques tions: What does God think of me? What is His dis po si tion to ward me?
What is He will ing to do for me? as sume larger pro por tions, and are of vi tal
im por tance. Our lit tle text an swers all these ques tions. It gives us what I am
pleased to call —

A Glimpse Of The Heart Of God

By a glimpse of the heart of God, I do not mean a mere fleet ing, tan ta liz ing
vi sion of God. This lit tle text, di rectly or by im pli ca tion, presents about all
that is known of God, so far as His re la tion to hu man ity is con cerned. It
presents truths be fore the mag ni tude of which an gels bow and wor ship. It
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presents all man is able to know. By a glimpse I mean only this, that with
man’s dis jointed think ing, and faulty vi sion, this is about all we can en ter- 
tain. Thank God, it is enough. The glimpse this lit tle pas sage gives us is that
—

I. The heart of God is a heart of love

[A] There are many ideas of God; for ex am ple, that He is per son i fied Wis- 
dom, Power, etc.; that He is a great king, a tyrant; that He is in all things es- 
sen tially in com pre hen si ble.

[B] It is true, the mind of man can in no real sense com pre hend God. But
there is one thing in which God is brought very close to us: He loves us.
Love is the only qual ity or at tribute of which the Bible says that God is that
thing (1 John 4:16).

[C] And with all the full ness of that love God loved — and still loves — us.

[D] The full ness, the rich ness, the re al ity of this love of God for us is shown
by what it did for us.

[1] All real love is giv ing love. Love that is only in word is of ten a su per fi- 
cial, a cheap love.

[2] The mea sure of love’s giv ing is the mea sure of that love.

[3] The mea sure of God’s love is that He gave His best: not the world — He
gave us that; not all the good things of the world — He gave us that; but His
very best — His only be got ten Son.

II. Our text shows that God’s heart en ter tains
a uni ver sal love

[A] Hu man love is lim ited. Men may rise to the heights, but only by the
grace of God can they en ter tain kindly feel ings to ward all men and re ally
wish them well.
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Men may have a rather large cir cle of friends, to ward whom they en ter tain a
spe cial feel ing of in ter est and good will.

But those whom men truly, deeply love are rather few in num ber. Man is fi- 
nite, and his ca pac i ties are lim ited.

[B] But God’s love is uni ver sal. There is no one out side the pale of His
love. He loved, and loves, the world of hu man ity — not only His friends,
but His en e mies.

III. Our text, in its glimpse of the heart of
God, shows us the pur pose his love had in
view

[A] Hu man love, be cause of its im per fec tion, is of ten largely self ish; sub- 
con sciously the lover thinks more of self, his own hap pi ness than of the one
loved.

[B] The de sire of all true love is to bless the one loved.

[C] God, in the full ness of His love, de sired to give ev ery bless ing to His
beloved.

[D] He de sired to save us from per ish ing; to give eter nal life; to re store
God-like ness to man; to give per fec tion, blessed ness and glory to His chil- 
dren.

IV. Fi nally this glimpse of the heart of God
shows how the gift of his love is re ceived

[A] It can not be pur chased, not with all the riches in the world.

[B] It can be ob tained by faith alone, sim ply by ac cept ing the prof fered gift.
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V. Can we not trust such a God —

[A] With a love like this?

[B] With a gift like this?

[C] With a pur pose like this?

[D] In life and in death?

[E] The de ceased was one whose life was built on this foun da tion. (En large
as facts jus tify.)
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13. God’s Love For Us (An other
Out line On John 3:16)

THERE IS MUCH LOVE LESS NESS in this old world, much in dif fer ence, much
cold ness, much ac tive ha tred, and of how much heartache, how much suf- 
fer ing ac tively in flicted is it not the cause?

Mor tals, though of ten too proud to own it crave af fec tion; their hearts cry
out for it Like a ray of bright, warmth giv ing sun light on a cold chilly morn- 
ing is a mes sage like that of our text: “God so loved the world.”

God’s Love For Us

I. Let us pause to pon der only the open ing
words of our text, “God so loved”

[A] Men have many and strange ideas about God and His wis dom, power
and great ness. Men have con ceived of gods cruel, gods capri cious, gods
lust ful, gods in dif fer ent, gods good na tured, but nowhere out side of Chris- 
tian ity do we find the con cept that God is a God of love.

[B] So far as the un aided thoughts of men are con cerned, this is one of the
strangest things in the world.

[C] But it is one of the glo ries of the Chris tian re li gion — “God is love.”
“God so loved the world.” “Hav ing loved his own which were in the world,
he loved them unto the end.”

[D] Let us not be afraid to be lieve that God has that which is the pro to type
of hu man love. We are not thereby de grad ing the di vine na ture. The spec- 
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trum shows us that the met als in the sun are iden ti cal with the met als in the
earth.

[1] Man was cre ated by God, in God’s own im age. It is per fectly safe and
rev er ent to sup pose that the love of God an swers to that which we call love
in man, save that God’s love has no lim i ta tions, is per fectly pure, and is not
sub ject to chill and change.

[2] We name a long list of qual i ties in God which we call His at tributes,
such as wis dom, power, jus tice, right eous ness, truth and the like. All these
things are but the fringe of God’s char ac ter, the halo around the cen tral orb,
the cen tral flame of that which is love.

[E] What en cour age ment, what con so la tion, what hope lies at the heart of
this demon strated fact! God is love. And no one is cut off from this hope;
for —

II. God’s love em braces the world

[A] Man’s pow ers are all lim ited. And in noth ing is his nat u ral power more
lim ited than in the power truly to love. In fact, there is no true love at all
save as it is awak ened, and nur tured by the Spirit of God. But hu man love
— mere hu man love — how scarce, how re stricted it is!

Think of the world sit u a tion to day, less than two decades af ter the close of
the World War — that Devil’s splurge un der the guise of a great hu man i tar- 
ian move ment to purge the world of war and make it safe for democ racy.

What as pect does the world present? That of a se ries of armed camps,
presided over, largely, by a se ries of petty tyrants, where the blood purge,
the mass ex e cu tion and the bloody liq ui da tion are the or der of the day.

[B] At best, hu man love, mere hu man love, moves, is ca pa ble of mov ing,
only in a lim ited cir cle.

[C] What a glo ri ous con trast does our text present: “God so loved the
world”!
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God loved the love less world; the unlovely world; the world that was at en- 
mity with Him (Ro mans 5:8).

[D] He loved not only the col lec tive world, the world in mass; He loved
each one in di vid u ally, with all the wealth of His love.

[E] One is some what at a loss to de cide which is the more won der ful truth
— the fact that God loves, or the fact that He loves the world.

III. The depth, the sin cer ity of God’s love is
shown by what it did for us

[A] It is a gen er ally ac cepted prin ci ple that the sin cer ity and depth of love
may be Judged by what it does or is will ing to do, the sac ri fices it will
make, for the beloved.

[B] This same prin ci ple may be ap plied to God and His love for us. What
was He will ing to do for us?

God so loved that He gave. All God’s giv ing proves His love. But noth ing
proves the height and depth, the length and breadth, of His love like this gift
— His best gift — His only be got ten Son.

[C] And Je sus, who was not only given, sent, but just as truly came, freely
and vol un tar ily. gave Him self into poverty, shame and death for us.

IV. The pur pose of God’s love is to save

[A] Love de sires to bless, to make happy in ev ery pos si ble way. The fa- 
ther’s love al ways seeks the child’s high est, ul ti mate good. Think of the fa- 
ther of the Prodi gal Son.

[B] The heart of our Fa ther God was cut to the quick; His chil dren were in
dan ger of be ing lost.
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[1] There is not only a pos si bil ity of the world of men per ish ing; they are
bound to per ish un less some thing is done for them, and they ac cept what is
done for them. This is the rea son God sent His Son. He came to save us;
yes, re ally to save us, to do for us what we can not do for our selves, what no
man can do for him self.

And this very real, cer tain dan ger threat ens not only some or a few but all
the world.

[2] Je sus came, not only to avert the peril of per ish ing, but to give a pos i tive
bless ing — “but have ev er last ing life.”

[C] The one con di tion of es cap ing the uni ver sal peril and be com ing pos- 
sessed of the uni ver sally pro vided bless ing is —

V. Be liev ing what God says, and be liev ing in
His gift

Let us not make a big dif fi culty out of be liev ing. There are peo ple whom
we be lieve. We take them at their word; we trust their prom ises and we are
at rest. This is ex actly what faith, or be lief, in God is.

We must be lieve that God loves us; that God gave His Son, God’s own Son,
to be come a man, to die for us to take away our sins; and that by be liev ing
Him we are res cued from per ish ing and have eter nal life.

This is all there is to it, so far as fun da men tals are con cerned. God takes
care of all else.

[B] We have gath ered here this af ter noon in the silent pres ence of a hus- 
band, fa ther and brother in the Lord.

[1] His life was built on the solid foun da tion of the truth of this text.

[2] His life was a con sis tent il lus tra tion of what this text means to a man’s
life.
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[3] We shall miss our brother, in the home and in the church; but we will
not sor row as those who have no hope. He has but gone on be fore to the
per fect re al iza tion of what the love of God means to hu man life.
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14. The Gift Of God’s Love (An‐ 
other Out line On John 3:16)

THERE ARE MANY SUB JECTS on which one may prof itably speak at a time like
this. There are few sub jects so rich in thought, that put such a solid foun da- 
tion un der one’s feet, spe cially at a time like this, as that pre sented by this
lit tle text. Let us pon der —

The Gift Of God’s Love

I. The great ness of it

[A] All good gifts are from God (James 1:17).

[B] This is the great est Gift of all: His only be got ten Son.

[C] And He gave Him, not to oc cupy a throne here, but to suf fer and die.

II. The uni ver sal ity of it

[A] He did not give Him only for Is rael, His own cho sen peo ple.

[B] He did not give Him for an elect group to whom He was spe cially at- 
tached.

[C] He gave Him for all lost, per ish ing mankind.

III. The pur pose of it
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[A] The pur pose was not to glo rify or make a name for the Giver.

[B] The pur pose was to save the lost, the per ish ing.

[C] The pur pose was also to grant eter nal life and a home with the Giver in
heaven to the re cip i ents of the Gift.

IV. The con di tion of re ceiv ing the gift and its
bless ing

[A] The Gift is not ob tained by pur chase, were each one a bil lion aire.

[B] It is not ob tained by mere in tel lec tual ap pre hen sion.

[C] It be comes ours through sim ple ac cep tance by faith.

V. The re as sur ance of it

[A] When men were all strangers and aliens, unlov ing and unlovely, God
gave this great Gift to men.

[B] Is there, then, any thing God will fail to give to those who have ac cepted
this Gift?

[C] Can we not trust our dead to such a God?

[D] Es pe cially can we have as sur ance be cause our beloved brother ac cepted
God’s great Gift. (Here en large, as fit ting, on the faith and life of de ceased,
his faith ful ness, etc.)
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15. Je sus’ Prayer For His Peo‐ 
ple

Scrip ture Les son: John 17:1-6, 11-13, 19-23

Fa ther, I will that they also, whom thou ,hast given me, be with me where I am; that they
may be hold my glory. — John 17:24

THE SCRIP TURE LES SON which I read a mo ment ago is not one usu ally used
for a ser vice of this na ture; and I have se lected is text for a rea son.

Just a few days be fore her de cease, our de parted sis ter asked that this chap- 
ter be read to her. These are blessed, glo ri ous thoughts to have on, one’s
mind and in one’s heart when one is walk ing through the val ley of the great
shadow.

We are told that the great Spener three sep a rate times dur ing his last hours
asked that this chap ter be read to him.

This sev en teenth chap ter of St. John is a won der ful chap ter in a won der ful
group of chap ters in a won der ful book.

Chap ters 13-17 record for us what Je sus said to His dis ci ples in that up per
room on Holy Thurs day night when His own death was only a few hours
dis tant. And He knew it.

When you are weary, when you are dis tressed, when your heart aches and
life seems empty, get the old Book, go into your room, close the door, and
read these chap ters. You can read them all in fif teen min utes! I ven ture to
say that when you fin ish, life will look dif fer ent, more worth while; heaven
will seem nearer.
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This sev en teenth chap ter is, in its en tirety, a prayer the long est of Je sus’
prayers we have on record. It is gen er ally ed Je sus’ high-priestly prayer. In
it Je sus prays, first, for Him self, then for His dis ci ples, and, fi nally, for all
be liev ers.

Our text is a part of Je sus’ prayer for us. Let us look at for a few mo ments;
and while do ing so, let us keep this ought in mind —

Je sus’ Prayer For His Dis ci ples

I. Let us note that Je sus is con cerned about
us

[A] We of ten feel as if no one in the world cares for us, that we are alone,
for saken; left to bear our bur dens by our selves, to fight our own bat tles.

Usu ally the sit u a tion is not as bad as we think. But if it were true that no
one cares. on earth, it is not true in heaven. God cares. Je sus cares. Re mem- 
ber that when Je sus spoke these words within two or three hours He would
be be trayed, and He knew it; in ten or twelve hours He would be cru ci fied,
and He knew it; but Je sus was not think ing about His own trou bles and how
He might es cape them; He was con cerned about His dis ci ples, and about us,
and what He could do for us.

[B] It is hard to find a word ad e quate to ex press the full de gree of Je sus’
con cern about us. The Au tho rized Ver sion says, “Fa ther, I will”; Mof fat
says the same; Good speed says, “Fa ther, I wish”; the Amer i can Stan dard
(my fa vorite) says, “Fa ther, I de sire.” Even if we have dif fi culty in find ing a
word that ex presses all Je sus meant, we know what He meant. He is ex- 
press ing a deep, heart felt prayer for us, a prayer that car ries with it all the
power of His God head to bring to pass what He de sires.

[C] How deep-seated, how sin cere Je sus’ de sire for our good is we see in
the fact that this is what brought Him down from heaven to la bor for us, and
to en dure for us, and do what He ac tu ally did for us.
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[D] It is this same heart felt con cern for us that keeps Je sus at work for us
still, hard by the throne of the ev er last ing Fa ther in heaven.

[E] Let us try to re al ize this truth. Je sus cares. It is true, what ever may be- 
tide here on earth. Rightly to re al ize this truth in all its sig nif i cance has
trans formed many a life, bring ing a peace and a joy earth can nei ther give
nor take away.

II. Now what is it Je sus de sires for us?

[A] “Fa ther, I will… that they be with me.” This is Je sus’ de sire. It was His
de sire when He was here on earth. It its His de sire now in heaven.

Many peo ple are self ish; they do not wish to share their good things with
oth ers, but only with a very lim ited cir cle.

It is not so with Je sus. He would like to share all that He has with all peo- 
ple. He will share all He has with all His peo ple.

[B] “That they may be with Me.”

Let us think of John 14:1-3, which is a part of this same con ver sa tion with
the dis ci ples in the up per room.

[C] That Je sus might make it pos si ble for His peo ple to be with Him and
share His heav enly home was the only rea son He left His throne of glory,
came to earth, hum bled Him self, worked for us, died for us; all this was that
He might, so to speak, gather us up and take us with Him to heaven.

[D] Let us think of all these things when, be cause of our bur dens and tri als,
we be gin to won der whether Je sus re ally cares about us.

III. “That they may be with Me.” There is even
more than this Je sus’ de sire for us
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[A] Je sus says, “That they may be hold my glory.” The glory of Je sus, the
glory of God — what mor tal, stam mer ing tongue can do jus tice to this
thought? Yes, or even an gel in heaven?

“Eye hath not seen, etc.” (1 Cor. 2:9). The Spirit of God has given us faint
glimpses of it, to en tice us on the way.

Paul, af ter be ing caught in a trance to be hold the glo ries of God and His
heaven, tells us it was not law ful to tell what he had seen (2 Cor. 12:4).

[B] Man can only, with a chaste and en light ened imag i na tion, faintly vi su al- 
ize the kind of home fit for Je sus — the home which He wants to share with
us.

[C] Not only, how ever, shall those whom Je sus re ceives into His heav enly
home be hold His glory. In verse 22 He tells us that the glory which the eter- 
nal Fa ther gave to Him He gives to His peo ple.

Paul tells us that we shall be glo ri fied with Christ. (Ro mans 8:17).

[D] I shall not at tempt to tell you in what this glory that Je sus is go ing to
share with us con sists. But one thing is cer tain: it will cen ter in a per fect life
fit ted for a per fect world. One of the most sat is fy ing state ments per tain ing
to this sub ject is that which this same apos tle tells us else where when he
says that when we come to be with Je sus in glory “we shall be like him” (1
John 3:2).

[E] How we reach this place where we shall be with Je sus, and not only be- 
hold but share His glory, we know. It is sim ply by tak ing Je sus as our
Saviour, and let ting Him lead us.

IV. The as sur ances that Je sus gives us, here,
take the sting out of death

[A] We like to live. It is right that we should. God gave us our life and He
in tended that it should be a joy.



88

[B] But as things now are, it is the way of all life, and in evitably so, that life
even tu ally be comes bur den some. Yes, it of ten be comes ex tremely try ing, to
our selves and to oth ers; and even tu ally it must be laid down.

[C] But death is not the end of life. It is only the way to life. The house in
which we live tem po rar ily, falls into de cay; life it self goes on — on to be
with Christ.

[D] Mrs. Z— was, for years, a great suf ferer. Life had be come a bur den to
her, a bur den gra ciously borne, by the grace of God.

For years she was a mem ber of our church. In the days of her health she
was a reg u lar wor shiper and a dili gent worker.

Now we have ev ery as sur ance, hu man and di vine, that she has gone to be
with her Lord, to be hold His glory and to share it.

[E] “Fa ther, I de sire that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me
where I am; that they may be hold my glory.” Brethren, some time ev ery one
of us will come to the day when the sil ver cord will be loosed and the
golden bowl bro ken. Then what? Where do we ex pect to spend eter nity?

Shall it be with Je sus? — shar ing His glory? Do we have this hope?

There is only one way. Je sus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Fa ther, but by me” (John 14:6). And there is but one
way to make Je sus our Saviour: “He that be lieveth and is bap tized shall be
saved” (Mark 16:16).
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16. The Other Side Of Death

Come, ye blessed of my Fa ther, in herit the king dom pre pared for you from the foun da tion
of the world. — Matthew 25:34

MANY PEO PLE have de fec tive vi sion. One of the com mon de fects of vi sion is
short sight ed ness. Re cently I sat across the ta ble from a younger friend of
mine whom I know well. To my great sur prise, he told me that if he should
take off his glasses he could not rec og nize a per son, not even his best
known friend, at that short dis tance.

Those of us who have nor mal vi sion know, the o ret i cally, that such con di- 
tions ex ist; but it is dif fi cult to re al ize them as a fact of ev ery day life.

Usu ally such con di tions can be cor rected by the use of prop erly con structed
glasses.

Some peo ple have de fec tive vi sion so far, as phys i cal sight is con cerned.
All men are likely to have de fec tive in tel lec tual vi sion with re spect to many
things.

There are many things we do not un der stand. There, are many things we all
see as through a glass, darkly.

One thing no man un der stands fully is the twin mys tery of life and death.
No nat u ral man un der stands death. He has all kinds of no tions, none of
which are cor rect. On this sub ject he is short sighted. He sees, though he
does not un der stand, only what takes place here and now.

He needs to have his vi sion cor rected. There is a glass that does this —
God’s Word. This shows us an other side of death, the side Je sus pre sented.

On the ba sis of our lit tle text, let us con sider what we of ten over look —
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The Other Side Of Death

I. Death is not the end but the be gin ning of
life

[A] Let us not get the idea that death is the end of life. It is the end of only
the pri mary stage of life.

Life does not die. It is only the house in which we live that falls into de cay.

Life goes on. Je sus said to the man who was dy ing on the cross near at
hand, “To day shalt thou be with me in Par adise.”

[B] We speak of death as the time of farewells and of part ing.

There are very few of us who do not have as many, or more, rel a tives and
friends on the other side as we have here. And these we shall meet and
greet.

It shall be a glad meet ing with all those who have gone on be fore.

[C] Death is not only the real be gin ning of life; it is the be gin ning of the
real life.

Let me ask you a ques tion. Would you want to live on for ever and for ever
this piece meal, im per fect life?

If you are young, in good health, with good prospects, sur rounded with
good friends, and have never had many dis ap point ments, heartaches and
bur dens, you may say ‘yes.’

But if you are older, if you have known losses and crosses, if you have
known ill ness and pain, if you have had dis ap point ment and heartache, I
doubt whether you would say ’yes." I, for one, would not; if it were left to
my choice.
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Who is there here who has not dreamed dreams? I do not mean night
dreams but day dreams — dreams of bet ter, no bler, more per fect things.
Well, a thou sand times more than we have ever been able to dream shall be
ours. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei ther have en tered into the heart
of man, the things which God hath pre pared for them that love him.”

At death we lay down our weak nesses, our frail ties, our sins, and life be- 
comes per fect, beau ti ful, glo ri ous; we are re stored for ever to the im age of
God.

Go home and pon der this. Death is not the end but the be gin ning of life.
This is the time of prepa ra tion for that which comes af ter ward. And this life
de ter mines the life that is to come.

II. Death is not loss but gain

[A] We of ten hear peo ple speak of the dead as if they were to be pitied; as if
they had to give up ev ery thing.

[1] Life is a gift of God. We should make the most of ev ery op por tu nity,
here and now, es pe cially in the de vel op ment of life.

St. Paul was a man who uti lized ev ery op por tu nity for the de vel op ment of
life, but he said… (Phil. 1:21).

[2] If a man was suc cess ful in busi ness, and had, let us say, a fine home,
peo ple are apt to say, when he dies: “What a pity, think of all these fine
things he had to give up!”

But Je sus said, “In my Fa ther’s house are many man sions… I go to pre pare
a place for you … that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:1-3).

[3] If a man had a good po si tion, we speak in much the same way. But Je sus
says in our text, “Come … in herit the king dom.”

We are to reign as princes.
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[B] Re mem ber, ev ery thing here is tran sient At best it lasts but a lit tle while
thirty, forty, fifty years. Here there is noth ing per ma nent but change. Here
we are well to day, ill to mor row; happy to day, de pressed to mor row; suc cess- 
ful to day, un for tu nate to mor row.

There, all is per ma nent; we shall be be yond the reach of temp ta tion, ill ness,
or change.

III. These facts about the other side of death
are rev e la tions of God — not man’s guesses

[A] All men al ways and ev ery where, have thought that hu man life could not
end with what we call death. But of ten their thoughts have been fan tas tic,
in con gru ous, ill-founded.

[B] We Chris tians get our facts from God’s un fail ing Word, con cern ing
which it is said that heaven and earth shall pass away, but this Word never.

We get our teach ing from the Lord Je sus Christ, who il lus trated much of
which we have been speak ing by His own life, death and res ur rec tion. Let
us ac cept it as God’s rev e la tion, and build on it as such.

[C] But there is more to be said. The other side of death, of which I have
been speak ing, is not only a rev e la tion of God; it is the gift of God.

[1] No man can win it by him self, by any ef forts what so ever.

[2] It is the gift of God to those who come to Christ, be lieve in Him, con- 
fess their sins to Him, are for given by Him who love Him, and fol low Him.

[3] The oth ers shall live on for ever and for ever, also, but theirs will not be
the glo ri ous life which I have fee bly de scribed.

There are two classes de scribed in this chap ter from which our text is taken.
To the one class Je sus will say, “De part, I never knew you.” Only to the be- 
liev ing will He say, “Come, ye blessed, in herit the king dom”
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IV. The other side of death!

[A] The one into whose silent pres ence we have come to pa. our last re- 
spects now knows the other side of death. He is be yond our reach. We leave
him in the hands of God.

[B] We are here in this world to day. Not one of us has any guar an tee that
we shall be here, alive and well, to mor row. And if we are, we are trav el ing
on, cease lessly, ir re sistibly, to ward the other side.

Do we ever think about this? I do not mean in a way to make us moody and
de pressed. If we be lieve what I have said be fore, there is no oc ca sion for
this; this thought must serve to keep us watch ing, to in spire us to keep in
readi ness.

And, re mem ber, there is only one thing that gives us readi ness: to have
Christ Je sus as Friend and Saviour.

God grant that when we have come to the evening of life, we may hear the
voice of the Lord say ing, “Come, ye blessed of my Fa ther, in herit the king- 
dom pre pared for you.”



94

17. The Rest Await ing God’s
Peo ple

There is a sab bath-rest, then, re served still for the peo ple of God. — He brews 4:9 (Mof fat’s
Trans la tion)

WE HAVE AS SEM BLED TO DAY in solemn mood. The an gel of death has vis ited
us. And we are dis posed to be quiet and thought ful.

Dis posed to think, let us think prof itably; about that which as called us to- 
gether — death. What does it mean? How should we face it? Is it pos si ble
to do so fear lessly, with hope in our hearts?

The only way to think prof itably about this, one of the great est of hu man
prob lems, is to think God’s thoughts af ter Him as He has re vealed them in
His Word. If we do so, we shall find not only in struc tion but that which will
com fort and strengthen.

Guided by the lit tle text I have quoted for you, I ask you to con sider with
me this sub ject —

The Rest Await ing God’s Peo ple

I. Let us dwell, for a mo ment, on the word
“rest”

[A] The word rest was loom ing large in the thoughts of the apos tle when he
wrote this part of this let ter. It oc curs eleven times in the im me di ate con text.
And in pronom i nal form, it is used a num ber of times in ad di tion. Ev i dently
the word rest was pre cious to the writer, and much in his thoughts.
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[B] Rest. There is some thing sooth ing in the very sound of the word. It
comes as a kind of bene dic tion.

[C] To the toil ing thou sands of earth’s sons and daugh ters, who must keep
at their tasks de spite quiv er ing mus cles and aching limbs, pre cious is the
thought of even tide, when the de mands of ex hausted na ture may be met in
rest, when sleep comes, tired na ture’s sweet re storer.

[D] But this is not all. There are ills to which all flesh is heir: dis ap point- 
ments, heartaches, sick ness, rest less days and fever ish nights. What a sweet
re lief when some blessed min istry brings surcease of pain, blessed rest!

[E] Even this is by no means all that is le git i mately cov ered by this word
rest. There are prob lems and ills that have lit tle to do with the body; they
have their ori gin in the mind, the soul.

Many men and women, with out ache or pain of body, toss rest lessly at
night, bur dened of soul, with a con science ill at ease, ask ing them selves
per plex ing ques tions about mis takes that have been made, and won der ing
what prepa ra tion is nec es sary for that mys te ri ous fu ture to ward which we
are all has ten ing with never ceas ing tread. One of the great est prob lems of
life is how to find re lief. Rest is the deep est need of the soul.

The rest of soul, which of ten ma te ri ally af fects the body as well, the rest our
text has in mind — the fu ture safety and hap pi ness in heaven — is the most
im por tant and pre cious of all.

[F] Rest to all these trou bled hearts means the lift ing of the bur den, the
com ing into life of some thing that gives a sense of se cu rity; that im parts
strength, courage, hope. How pre cious, then, is the word rest! May we all
find the true rest of God’s peo ple, and find ing it, trea sure it.

[G] Rightly to un der stand and ap pre ci ate our lit tle text, we should know the
his toric set ting to which the apos tle refers in the chap ter in which our text is
found. Let, me, then, re mind you, in a few words, of —

II. The rest of god’s an cient peo ple
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[A] You know some thing of how God called Abra ham, some two thou sand
years be fore this let ter was writ ten, and had him set tled in what came to be
known as the Holy Land; where, even tu ally, his de scen dants be came a great
na tion and be came an im por tant fac tor in the de vel op ments of God’s world-
plans.

[B] When Abra ham’s grand sons were stal wart young men, a famine came
upon the land, and, to find food, they had to go down into Egypt, where,
even tu ally, they were op pressed and en slaved and be came a suf fer ing peo- 
ple. They knew no rest. They longed for rest.

[C] Fi nally, af ter some hun dreds of years, by the mirac u lous in ter ven tion of
God, these peo ple were freed; and, guided through many hard ships and dan- 
gers, they were brought back and set tled in the Holy Land — a re stored
peo ple of God, at rest in their home land.

[D] This is the thought cours ing through the back of the apos tle’s mind
when he wrote our text. It is an apt pic ture of hu man life We are all pil grims
We may never travel a hun dred miles from our birth place; but we are., still
pil grims, pil grims on the jour ney of life; pil grims fac ing many dif fi cul ties
and dan gers; but, if we are chil dren of God, we are pil grims from earth to
heaven.

[E] With this back ground, we may now, more prof itably, pro ceed with our
thought —

III. THe Rest That Awaits God’s Peo ple

[A] This rest of which we speak is in the fu ture; we await it; but be fore we
can ever reach it, there is a rest that we must have here and now.

It is the rest, the in ner soul rest, that is the por tion of those who are at peace
with God. It is the re sult of the as sur ance of the for give ness of sins through
faith in Christ Je sus. It is the rest of those who have the as sur ance that a
God of grace and power rules over all; and that, in spite of all ills, He is
lead ing us wisely, safely, surely home ward. It is the rest that comes through
the as sur ance that this lit tle span of fit ful, bur dened, suf fer ing life is not all
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there is of life but only the be gin ning, the dis ci plinary stage, the pre lude to
an end less glo ri ous life.

[B] And then, fi nally, when that which we call death comes knock ing at the
door, re mem ber, death deals only with the body, the house in which we live;
then comes that rest which re maineth for the peo ple of God.

This rest is not a ces sa tion of ac tiv ity; it is not an end less re pose, an un bro- 
ken sleep. It is life at rest be cause it is life in its full ness, life in per fec tion,
life in glory; life, as the Word it self tells us, af ter the pat tern of Christ’s own
per fect, glo ri ous life; life that moves on in the rhythm of a cease less har- 
mony.

[C] Hu man mind is all too poor to un der stand fully the na ture of this life.
Hu man lan guage is too poor a ve hi cle to con vey ad e quately even the
glimpses the Spirit of God re veals to us of this life.

But we know that this will be a life that has come into its own; a life that
flows on in a full steady stream; a life that pul sates in full har mony with all
God’s plans and en ters into a new and glo ri ous par tic i pa tion in them, from
all of which it de rives full ness of joy.

IV. But This Rest Is Only For God’s Peo ple

[A] It is for “the peo ple of God,” those who know Christ Je sus as Lord and
Saviour and have been blessed by Him. “Come, ye blessed.”

[B] God would have all en joy this rest (John 3:16), but some will not ac cept
it (Matthew 23:37).

[C] It was of His fol low ers that Je sus said, “I go and pre pare a place for
you… that where I am, there ye may be also.”

[D] Into this rest we have ev ery as sur ance our sis ter has en tered. Be cause of
this, we com fort our selves with the com fort of God’s peo ple.
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[E] Brethren, we are here, the liv ing among the liv ing. For how long? No
one knows. One thing is sure: we are trav el ing on. At best, it will not be
long. Do we know whither we are trav el ing? Are we sure our faces are set
to ward the land where re maineth a rest for God’s peo ple? There is only one
road (John 14:6).
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18. The Shep herd ing Christ

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they fol low me: and I give unto them eter- 
nal life; and they shall never per ish, nei ther any man pluck them out, of my hand. — John
10:27, 28

I SHOULD NOT NEED to re mind most of you that this tenth chap ter of John is
called the Good Shep herd chap ter.

It is one of the most pre cious chap ters of God’s Holy Word. It is full of en- 
cour age ment. It gives worth while ness to life. It opens vis tas through the
clouds. It gives com fort in the days of trou ble.

We have gath ered this, af ter noon for one of those pe ri odic ser vices which
come, in ev ery com mu nity, ev ery con gre ga tion, ev ery fam ily; for which,
how ever long ex pected, we are never fully pre pared.

There is an el e ment of sad ness in a ser vice of this kind, nat u rally, in evitably
so. but as Chris tian peo ple we are not dis con so late. The clouds are dark and
hang ing low; but they have a sil ver lin ing; there are un mis tak able rays of
light break ing through.

May we see this still more clearly, and be lieve it still more fully, while we
con sider anew the thoughts our text presents about —

The Shep herd ing Christ

I. Let us think for a mo ment of Je sus, our
good Shep herd

[A] We have a gen eral idea of what a shep herd is; but only in Syr ian and
Pales tinian lands do we get the Bib li cal idea of the real shep herd.
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Many a time in these coun tries I have seen the shep herd, bronzed with age
and the out-of-doors, lean ing for a half hour on his staff, al most as mo tion- 
less as a statue. But his eyes were on the sheep. Usu ally they were his own.
He of ten has a name for each one of them, and he calls them by name.

The shep herd’s eyes are ever open for any sign of ma raud ing en e mies, beast
or man, and he will fight and en dan ger his life in de fense of his sheep.

In the evening, the shep herd calls his sheep, and they fol low him down the
wind ing path to the wa ter ing place, and then to the sheep fold. Of ten he
sleeps near by to pro tect them dur ing the night.

[B] Twice in our text chap ter Je sus says, “I am the good shep herd” — not of
the fleeced crea tures that browse in the field but of hu man be ings, of men
and women, of you and me.

[C] What a pre cious thought this is!

How many thou sands, and tens of thou sands, of men and women have
found com fort, new courage, new strength, a new sense of se cu rity as they
re peated the great Shep herd Psalm of the Old Tes ta ment, “The Lord is my
shep herd; I shall not want”!

In this tenth chap ter of John we have the New Tes ta ment Shep herd Psalm;
and it is a hun dred times fuller, richer, more sat is fy ing than that sweet
Psalm of old. That was a prophecy, this is the ful fill ment; this is the re al ity,
that was the shadow.

[D] “I am the good shep herd,” says Je sus.

A shep herd is one who guides, one who pro vides, one who pro tects, de- 
fends. All that the best, most in ter ested shep herd that ever lived was to his
flock, that, and a thou sand times more, Je sus wants to be to all; that He is to
those who be lieve in Him and fol low Him.

He is able to do all this be cause He is no or di nary hu man shep herd, how- 
ever de voted, be cause He is the Son of God, come down from heaven pur- 
posely to shep herd the sons of men.



101

[E] Do we some times won der how great the in ter est is which Je sus, the
Good Shep herd, has in us? Four times in this chap ter He tells us the Good
Shep herd lays down His life for the sheep. We know He did it; and how
will ingly He did it!

[F] The Good Shep herd tells us that He knows all His sheep (verses 3, 14,
27); knows each one by name; knows us with a per sonal recog ni tion and
with a heart in ter est.

Does that not mean some thing to us, that up in high heaven, by the One on
the eter nal throne, we are ever in the mind of the Son of God? We can not be
wholly in signif i cant if that is the case. God must at tach no small de gree of
worth to us if we are ever in His ac tive think ing, in Ilia plan ning think ing.

[G] Let us take up these words, keep them in the cen ter of our con scious- 
ness re peat them over and over, as sim i late daily manna on which we feed.
“The them, make them con scious ness, Lord is my Shep herd. Je sus is my
Good Shep herd.”

[H] The thought of the Good Shep herd is not wholly com plete with out the
thought of —

II. The docile, obe di ent sheep

[A] The pic ture of a shep herd, how ever well drawn, is in com plete with out
the flock some where near.

[B] The pic ture of Je sus as the Good Shep herd is in com plete with out His
flock.

[C] Je sus says in His Word that His sheep hear His voice.

[D] They know Him by the rev e la tions He has made of Him self and
through their heart’s ex pe ri ence of Him.

[E] They fol low Him.
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[F] All this was true, re al is ti cally, beau ti fully true of our de parted sis ter.

[1] There was not a great deal she could do, save only to be true and faith- 
ful. She sim ply heard God’s Word and lived it qui etly, un ob tru sively, in her
rather lim ited sphere of ac tiv ity — but oh, how much that means!

While we of ten cry for work ers in the more busy, ac tive spheres, peo ple like
our sis ter are of ten the joy of a pas tor’s heart, and I think of the Lord’s heart
as well.

[2] When ever I think of Mrs. G.— my mem ory in vol un tar ily goes back
more than a quar ter of a cen tury, when she was moth er ing a near-adult
daugh ter se ri ously and painfully ill since early child hood.

I also re mem ber when, later, she nursed, for a long pe riod, a painfully af- 
flicted hus band.

These are the things that of ten make or break peo ple’s spir i tual lives.
Mrs. G— stood the test, and grew in spir i tual stature. Never did I hear a
word of com plaint; never one in ti ma tion that the Lord had failed in His
shep herd ing. Hers were only words of faith and grat i tude.

[3] In her own last ill ness there was ev i dent the same faith, courage, pa- 
tience and res ig na tion to the will of God.

[G] Our sis ter is gone. And now what? Our text does not leave us in doubt.
It tells us that she has gone to re ceive

III. The good Shep herd’s great gift

[A] Je sus’ shep herd ing care does not end with this life. If it did, we might
call it worth while; but to think ing, feel ing peo ple, it would still be a poor,
tragic thing the most tragic in the world.

[B] Je sus says in our text, “My sheep shall never per ish.”
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That is a brave say ing. It cov ers a great deal of ter ri tory. But Je sus has made
good.

Oh yes, all kinds of things can hap pen, and do hap pen, to our bod ies.

Just why, in par tic u lar in stances, we can not al ways tell; but it is all be cause
of that orig i nal ter ri ble dis ease — sin.

But my body is not I, not my self. It is only the house in which I live.

Per ish ing means eter nally los ing one’s way, and be ing for ever bogged in
shame and mis ery. From this Je sus res cues His sheep.

[C] There is no power in the uni verse that can snatch one of Je sus’ sheep
out of His hand. (verse 28c) in this world or in the next.

[D] To these sheep Je sus gives eter nal life.

Eter nal life!, What mor tal, at least in this world, can imag ine, much less ac- 
cu rately tell, what it is?

Sci en tif i cally, no man has dared de fine it. But we know in a prac ti cal way
what life is. Eter nal life is not merely eter nal du ra tion of life. It is life eter- 
nally con tin u ing plus — plus per fec tion, plus glory, plus per fect hap pi ness
— in a per fect home, in fel low ship with a per fect God.

[E] This per fect life is the gift of the shep herd ing Je sus.

[1] It is not an evo lu tion ary process. It is not a self wrought achieve ment.
All the wis dom and power of all men, if con cen trated in one man, could not
achieve it, ei ther for him self or oth ers.

[2] It is not a pur chasable com mod ity. All the pre cious met als, all the price- 
less jew els and the riches of all the Gol con das1 n the uni verse com bined
could not buy it for one soul.

[3] It is the free gift of the love and power of Je sus. It is love touched by the
magic hand of Je sus. It is Je sus’ gift to the be liev ing soul. It is life en dued
with Je sus’ price less gifts.
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[F] This is the price less boon to which our sis ter has gone. She was al ready
a par taker of it here (John 11:26).

[G] Brethren, just one word more. This text was our sis ter’s con fir ma tion
text. She ac cepted it, be lieved it, lived it. Be cause of this we could speak of
her as we have. Be cause of this she was strength ened and com forted in life,
and we are com forted in her death.

This may not have been our con fir ma tion text, but it is ours just the same if
we ac cept it And if we be lieve it and live it, as she did, we may live in the
same strength and die with the same com fort. God grant it to all of us.

1. Mines —Ed.↩ 
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19. The Star Of Hope In Life’s
Dark Night

Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that jus ti fi eth. Who is he that
con dem neth? It is Christ Je sus that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also maketh in ter ces sion for us. Who shall sep a rate us from the
love of Christ? shall tribu la tion, or dis tress, or per se cu tion, or famine, or naked ness, or
peril, or sword? Nay, in all these things we are more than con querors through him that
loved us. For I am per suaded, that nei ther death, nor life, nor an gels, nor prin ci pal i ties, nor
pow ers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
ture, shall be able to sep a rate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Je sus our Lord. —
Ro mans 8:33-35, 37-39

[A] THERE ARE PEO PLE in the world, preach ers and oth ers, who pre tend to
know ev ery thing. They never hes i tate. You never hear them ac knowl edge,
“I do not know; I must have time to think, to in ves ti gate.”

I ad mire knowl edge. I crave it. But I do not envy these peo ple. They are ei- 
ther prigs, try ing to palm them selves off on those whom they take to be un- 
in formed, or they are un aware of their own abysmal ig no rance.

As for my self, I frankly con fess there are many things I do not know, and
many oth ers that I know only in part.

[B] Of all things that come within the scope of our con scious ness, there are
two that are mys ter ies supreme — God and man.

[1] I do not mean to say, and would by no means im ply, that we can not be
cer tain of the ex is tence of ei ther. The book of na ture, even, makes the ex is- 
tence of God a ne ces sity, and tells us much about Him. My own soul-life,
with its glim mer ing vi sions and as pi ra tions, makes God a ne ces sity. The
book of rev e la tion tells us much more about both God and man. But af ter
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all, what we re ally un der stand is to what we do not un der stand as the reach
of my arm to the dis tance of the far thest fixed star.

[2] Let us con sider our selves. We are hu man be ings. You go about, and I go
about, and we are on most fa mil iar terms, each of us, with our selves and
oth ers. But, af ter all, how much do we re ally know about our selves? We
take our selves for granted. We know that we weigh so many pounds, that
we oc cupy so much space, that our phys i cal selves have cer tain re quire- 
ments. But how much else do we re ally know? Bi ol ogy, phys i ol ogy,
anatomy, psy chol ogy and other sci ences tell us much about our selves. But,
af ter all, what we know about our in ner, our real selves is lit tle. What is the
hu man mind, in its essence? What is the soul? What is hu man life? No man
has ever given a sat is fac tory an swer; and the great est, keen est minds tell us
there is no prospect, with the light we have, of find ing a clear-cut, com pre- 
hen sive def i ni tion. About all we know is what God’s Word tells us.

[C] As for me, the two most mys te ri ous mo ments of hu man life are those of
birth and death.

[1] At the time of birth, the doc tor places in the mother’s arms a lit tle bun- 
dle, a few pounds of finely or ga nized phys i cal sub stances, which, some how,
has be come alive, in which there are set in mo tion po ten tial i ties that may
even tu ate in a Plato, a New ton, an Au gus tine, a Luther, a Fran cis; or, it may
be, a Bor gia or a Ju das. In any event, here is the be gin ning of a hu man per- 
son al ity, con scious, and self-con scious, that is des tined, by the ev i dence in- 
her ent within, as well as re vealed with out, to go on for ever and ever.

The hu man mind stands fal ter ing and abashed in the pres ence of the the sis it
for mu lates, in few words, about it self.

[2] In the end, we stand by the side of those we love. We see the heav ing
breast grow still; the once ac tive tongue is si lenced; the sparkling eye is
closed; the light of life goes out; and all that the liv ing can see or touch is
the life less ten e ment that was once a man or woman. We call it death. But
what is it? What is in volved in it? It is, in re al ity, but lit tle less mys te ri ous
than life it self.
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A mys tery! Yes, a mys tery! But, thank the Lord, a mys tery enswathed in
light — a mys tery on which the light of heaven shines, through which Je sus
passed vic to ri ously; a mys tery filled with hope; a night in which the stars
shine, glim mer ingly, but stead fastly.

[D] On the ba sis of this glo ri ous text I have read, let me speak to you con- 
cern ing —

The Star Of Hope In Life’s Dark Night

I. The star of hope in life’s dark night is God
and his love

[A] Take God out of the world of thought and all is chaos and con fu sion. To
the so lu tion of the mys tery then hid be yond the fog-bound shore nei ther sci- 
ence or phi los o phy gives us any worth while so lu tion, scarcely a hint of one.

In God we have the ex pla na tion of the ma jor prob lems of mun dane ex is- 
tence. God ex plains why the world ex ists, and why I am here.

[B] But even this does not an swer all man’s ques tions; it does not clear
away all the ob scur ing clouds.

[1] I grasp some what the thought of a God of in fi nite wis dom and power,
who is re spon si ble for my be ing here. But when my life and the life of those
about whom I am con cerned be comes heav ily bur dened and full of dis tress- 
ing ex pe ri ences, then my soul is filled with ques tions. I want to know what
God’s re la tion ship to me is, why these things come, and what the is sue is
go ing to be. With out some kind of sat is fac tory an swer, life is an ap palling
thing.

[2] But when the Word of God as sures me that God is a Fa ther ten der and
so lic i tous, that He loves me with a love higher than the high est heaven,
deeper than the depths of the sea, and that in love His mighty power causes
all the forces of the uni verse to work for my eter nal good; when I know
this, then the light be gins to break, then a guid ing star of hope ap pears in
the sky.
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[3] This does not mean that ev ery thing at once be comes clear and per fectly
un der stand able. Not at all. There are many things in the ap par ently tan gled
skein of life which we still can not un ravel. But we do know that in the end
all must be well; for God, almighty God, loves us and is in ter ested in us; the
ev er last ing arms are around us, and all things must work for our good.

[C] When we are in clined to be come faint hearted or weak-kneed, let us take
down the old Book. There are many pre cious pas sages in it. But in a sit u a- 
tion like this, I think there is no pas sage quite the equal of Ro mans 8, and
es pe cially the clos ing part of it. Let us ask God to let His Spirit lodge these
truths deep in our souls: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s
elect?… Who shall sep a rate us from the love of Christ? shall tribu la tion, or
dis tress, or per se cu tion, or famine, or naked ness, or peril, or sword? Nay, in
all these things we are more than con querors through him that loved us.”

[D] Let us re mem ber also that it does not mat ter much whether or not we
con stantly have the ex ul tant con scious ness of rest ing in God’s love. Hu man
feel ing is a vari able thing, de pend ing much on mood and phys i cal con di- 
tion. We can not al ways tell by our own feel ings whether or not we have
hold of God. The thing of im por tance is that God as sures us that He has
hold of us.

Let me no more my com fort draw
 From my frail hold of Thee;
In this alone re joice with awe —
 Thy mighty grasp of me.

Thy pur pose of eter nal good
 Let me but surely know;
On this I’ll lean, let chang ing mood
 And feel ing come and go.

Glad when Thy sun shine fills my soul,
 Nor lorn when clouds o’er cast,
Since Thou within Thy sure con trol
 Of love dost hold me fast.
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II. The love of God is the star of hope in ev‐ 
ery dark night be cause it as sures us of
God’s un fail ing as sis tance in ev ery con flict

[A] Paul was no shal low op ti mist. He did not tell peo ple that if they be came
Chris tians their path would al ways be smooth and easy. He knew bet ter. He
knew it from his own ex pe ri ence. He knew that some times Chris tian ity
brings added trou bles so far as the body and the phys i cal life are con cerned
in the here and now.

But Paul, I think, above all oth ers, caught the vi sion of God’s love for His
peo ple, His in ter est in them, and the op er a tion of God’s sov er eign power,
here and now and for ever, to se cure the spir i tual and eter nal good of His
peo ple. St. Paul un der stood that di vine love that will not let us go. It was
one of the fun da men tal ar ti cles of his creed, and he passed it on as a pre- 
cious legacy to the Church.

[B] Paul would have Chris tian peo ple ’face life un der stand ingly. Think of
the list of things he says may hap pen, and of ten do hap pen. Then what?
Should we sit down in de spair? say that ev ery thing is against us, and give
up hope? Not at all. The Lord tells us to cast all our cares on Him, for He
cares for us.

He wants us also to get the faith fixed in our hearts that af ter awhile, yes,
just a lit tle while, the clouds will roll away, the tri als and dif fi cul ties we
have had will dis ap pear like mists be fore the ris ing sun, and we shall have
eter nal vic tory.

[C] Is there any ev i dence that this is re ally More than a com fort ing dream?
There is plenty of it — and of in dis putable char ac ter.

[1] The char ac ter of God’s love for us is ev i denced by the fact that He sent
His own Son from heaven to re deem us.

[2] The char ac ter of Christ’s love for us and His in ter est in us are ev i denced
by the fact that He gave His life for us and now spends much of His time
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hard by the throne of God, plead ing our cause.

[3] Fur ther more, God can not fail us. We are His elect — God’s elect! Pon- 
der it: God’s elect, not self-elect; God’s elect, the spe cial ob jects of His
love, those whose names have been writ ten in deli bly for ever, in God’s book
of life.

[4] The elect of God! Let us not be afraid of this thought. It is very pre- 
cious.

Elec tion! — an act of God, taken in view of His di vine fore knowl edge and
in view of which He wrote our names in the book of the eter nally saved and
glo ri fied. And once there, all the princes of the pow ers of dark ness are un- 
able to erase one of those names. There can be no pos si ble case against any
of God’s elect. St. Paul sweeps the uni verse, and cries: “Who? who on
earth, who in hell, who in heaven can lay any thing to the charge of God’s
elect? No one! No one! For Christ died for them and has jus ti fied them.
And be cause of this, all God’s be liev ing chil dren are to be more than con- 
querors in all con flicts.”

[D] Brethren, let us look up, and take heart Most of us have scarcely be gun
to re al ize how much God thinks of us, how. much He has done for us, how
much He stands ready to do for us.

Je sus tells us that we should be fool ish, any one of us, to barter our souls
away for the uni verse and all its riches. I think that may be le git i mately re- 
garded as God’s es ti mate of the value of the soul of each one of us.

III. The love of God, our star of hope, has
pro vided a cure for the dis ease and curse of
sin

[A] I hope none of you think lightly of sin. It is a ter ri ble thing. It is the
cause of all life’s ills, here and for ever.
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[B] If we lis tened to many preach ers, es pe cially when they preach fu neral
ser mons, we might con clude that only saints die. The Word of God tells us
dif fer ently. It says, “If we,” — yes, we Chris tians, even the best of Chris- 
tians — “say that we have no sin, we de ceive our selves, and the truth is not
in us.” Re mem ber, sin is not merely great evils, like mur der, theft, adul tery
and the like. Un be lief, and love less ness, to ward God and man, are among
the great est of sins.

[C] It was be cause of this fact, and be cause man, of him self, can do noth ing
to ac com plish his own de liv er ance, that God gave us a Saviour, who’ died
for our sins, and gives us His right eous ness, and ’con tin u ally pleads our
cause at the throne of God.

[D] Brother B— was a Chris tian man with a real Chris tian faith. Un less
some thing un usual in ter vened, he was in his place in church ev ery Sun day,
and in his Sun day school class as well. He was in ter ested in ev ery de part- 
ment of the church’s work, at home and abroad.

He was a man with a big heart, a friendly greet ing and an en gag ing smile.
He was al ways look ing for some thing to do to help other peo ple and make
them happy. He was a man from whose Chris tian dis po si tion many of us
could learn much to our profit.

[E] And yet, Brother B— was only a poor sin ner That is true of the best of
you. It is true of me. It is true of the great est saints that ever lived. But the
chil dren of God know what to do about it. Brother B— knew what to do
about it. He took it to the Lord, and was for given and blessed with the right- 
eous ness of Christ, and blessed and kept as an heir of heaven.

[F] Brother, sis ter, how is it with you? Do you know that the Bible says, “If
we say that we have no sin, we de ceive our selves, and the truth is not in
us”? Do you ac knowl edge its truth? You know that you are not per fect; and
im per fec tion is sin; and sin con demns What are you do ing about it?

There is only one thing any of us can do that will be of any ef fect. St John
says: “If any man sin, we have an ad vo cate with the Fa ther, Je sus Christ the
right eous: and he is the pro pi ti a tion for our sins: and not for ours only, but
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also for the sins of the whole world.” This is man’s only hope. How is it
with us? Have we ev ery thing set tled, and set tled right?

[G] Brother B— has left us. We shall miss him, but we shall not com plain.
We know where he has gone — to that place of which Je sus says, “In my
Fa ther’s house are many man sions: if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to pre pare a place for you. And if I go and pre pare a place for you, I
will come again, and re ceive you unto my self; that where I am, there ye
may be also.”

This is what com forts the Chris tian in his go ing. This is what com forts
those who re main, when he is gone, and en ables them to say —

Even for the dead I will not bind
 My soul to grief; death can not long di vide,
For is it not as if the rose that climbed
 My gar den wall had bloomed the other side?

[H] And, now, be fore we part, is this the way we look at life? the way we
meet life’s dif fi cul ties? Are we in the un fail ing love of God? tak ing all our
trou bles to the Christ? Then we too, shall be more than con querors through
Him that loved us. God grant it.
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20. The Death Of A King’s Child

And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can tell
whether God will be gra cious to me, that the child may live? But now he is dead, where fore
should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not re turn to me.
— 2 Samuel 12:22, 23

THERE ARE A GOOD MANY ex pe ri ences of life that are more or less com mon to
all peo ple. Good and ill for tune, joy and sor row, days of hope and days of
de pres sion of spir its, health and sick ness are more or less com mon to all
men. Some seem to have more trou ble than oth ers, but, sooner or later, all
have about as much as they can bear.

There is one ex pe ri ence of life that is ab so lutely uni ver sal and im par tial; it
is death.

Death comes to the rich as well as the poor, to the one in the high est as well
as the most hum ble po si tion; it comes to the learned as well as the un- 
learned; it comes to the king as well as to the peas ant. Death is no re specter
of per sons.

We have an il lus tra tion of this in our text. It tells us the story of the death of
a king’s child. In study ing the les son, we find that the king’s child is not
spared any more than any other man’s child, and that the king is just as hu- 
man as any other man. We may learn a good many prof itable lessons by
pon der ing for awhile the les son of our text.

The Death Of A King’s Child

I. When sick ness comes to the king’s house
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[A] Let us bear well in mind that po si tion, power, wealth, cul ture and pow- 
er ful friends can not keep ill ness away. Some of the set tings may help to al- 
le vi ate some of the dis tress in ci dent to ill ness; but none of them, not all of
them to gether, can keep it away.

We need to bear this in mind. Most of us are in clined, un less we keep our- 
selves well in hand, to imag ine that we have more trou bles, and greater
trou bles, than any one else. No, all these are com mon trou bles; and they
have a com mon source.

[B] What did the king do when sick ness came to his house, and laid low a
loved lit tle child?

[1] He did all he could, which was not very much more than you and I can
do; for, af ter all, when we come to the crises of life, man’s re sources are
very lim ited.

[2] It is not so said in our text, but I am sure that David, for he was the king,
made use of ev ery re source that gave any hope of help ing his sick babe. But
all in vain.

[3] In fact, David, the great king, did a good many thing g I am afraid many
of us men would be ashamed to do, or, at least, to have other men know that
we did.

Great king that he was, David fasted, pros trated him self to the earth, wept,
prayed. By so do ing David did not be lit tle him self. It was no dis credit to his
king ship. It was a credit to his true man hood. And I am sure ev ery true man
loved him all the more for it.

[C] But it was all in vain. The child died. When any man’s, woman’s,
child’s time to die has come, no king, no physi cian, no priest can stay the
hand that smiles.

[D] Let us not for get, this was the king’s child — not an or di nary king’s
child, but the child of the king of God’s cho sen peo ple; a king who was, in
spite of griev ous faults, a no ble child of God; a king who was, in some re- 
spects, a type of Christ.
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When trou ble comes, let us not think that we are the only ones who have
such trou bles. Kings have them just as well.

[E] We have been think ing about sick ness in the king’s house. Let us pro- 
ceed, and fo cus our at ten tion on this phase of our sub ject —

II. When Death Comes To The King’s House

[A] Yes, death comes to the rich man’s house, the great man’s house, to the
king’s house, as well as to yours and mine. And he is as help less when it
comes as we are. And he feels it as much as we do. There is sad ness,
mourn ing, weep ing in the king’s house when death comes, as well as in
ours.

[B] Let us see how King David acted when death come into his royal man- 
sion.

[1] I have told you that while his child was sick David fasted, wept, prayed.

[2] When the child died, David’s ser vants were afraid to tell him. They said,
“If David grieved as he did when the child was ill, how will he not vex him- 
self if we tell him that the child is re ally dead? He will be be side him self.”
But David saw them whis per ing one to an other, and he sur mised the truth.
And they had to tell him. Then David acted, as these men thought, in a
strange way (verse 20), and they gen tly re mon strated with him (verse 21).
They prob a bly thought it was not the right thing to do; that it was not show- 
ing the proper re spect and love for the de parted lit tle one.

[3] But David’s an swer was a very ra tio nal and Chris tian an swer (verses 22,
23). David was a child of God. He be lieved in the right eous ness of all
God’s ac tions; that He deals, how ever se verely, as a lov ing fa ther. As a
child of God, David would not rebel against His ac tion but would be re- 
signed, sub mis sive to His will.

[4] Above all, David knew that in this world his child would never be re- 
stored to him, but that he was on the way to meet his child in that blessed
land where part ing shall be no more for ever.
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[5] This was the mean ing of David’s con duct. It was sane, Chris tian.

This does not mean that David did not now feel, and con tinue to feel, his
loss. He did, be yond doubt, for David was a man of deep, ten der feel ing.

III. When sick ness and death come to our
own homes

[A] There are some things we cer tainly should do.

[1] Chil dren are a gift of God. We are ob li gated, by the will of God and by
the ties of hu man re la tion ship, to do all we can for them: in health, not only
by pro vid ing for their phys i cal needs but by ded i cat ing them to the Lord; in
sick ness, by do ing all that sci ence and skill en able us to do.

[2] Sci ence and skill have done won ders in pro long ing the span of hu man
life, es pe cially for our lit tle ones. But while avail ing our selves of ev ery hu- 
man agency and us ing ev ery ma te rial means for our chil dren’s wel fare, let
us not for get that our Fa ther in heaven and the blessed Lord Christ are still
the best physi cians. If we are Chris tians, we pray for our chil dren’s health.
As suredly we will pray for them when they are ill and in dan ger of death.

[B] When sick ness and death come, there are some things we should not do.

[1] We should not rebel and com plain. We should not think that God has
for got ten us or ceased to care for us.

[2] Let us bear in mind that there is no fa ther who can and will care for our
lit tle ones like the Heav enly Fa ther; no friend like the blessed Saviour.

[3] Think what it means for you to be able to say of your lit tle babe —
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Safe in the arms of Je sus,
 Safe on His gen tle breast,
There by His love o’er shaded,
 Safely its soul shall rest.
Safe in the arms of Je sus,
 Safe from cor rod ing care,
Safe from the world’s temp ta tions,
 Sin can not harm it there.

[C] Do not for get that it is true of you, as it was true of David, “I shall go to
him, but he shall not re turn to me.” And re mem ber, there is but one prepa ra- 
tion that will en sure this in a blessed sense.

[D] Fa ther, mother, a lit tle son has been taken from you. That lit tle crib in
the room is empty; that lit tle chair by the ta ble is va cant. And worse still,
there is an empty spot — a sore spot — in your hearts. We do not min i mize
your grief. That would be not only un kind but un rea son able. We un der- 
stand.

But there is much to com fort. This was your child. But it was also God’s
child. You gave it back to Him in holy bap tism. Je sus took it up in His arms
and gave it His bless ing. And now God has seen fit, in His in fi nite wis dom
and love, to take it back to Him self.

You would have given it all the love of your hearts. He will give it a still
bet ter love. You would have cared for it with all pos si ble painstak ing in ter- 
est. He will give it a bet ter care. You would have shielded it from ev ery pos- 
si ble harm. He will shield it from all harm. You would have given it a
home, the best you could pro vide; He will give it a per fect, eter nal home.

[E] And now keep in mind the words of David: “He shall not re turn to us,
but we shall go to him.” This is cer tain. The only un cer tainty is the time. Be
ready for it. And let this lit tle babe that the Lord has taken to Him self be an- 
other tie bind ing you to heaven.
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21. Light On Life’s Dark Prob‐ 
lems (Fu neral Of A Youth Who

Died By Ac ci dent)

Let not your heart be trou bled: ye be lieve in God, be lieve also in me. — John 14:1

THE LINES ALONG which in tel li gent, re ally be liev ing, deeply de vout Chris tian
peo ple think, and in ac cor dance with which they speak to each other in
times of storm and stress, when all hu man foun da tions seem to be shat tered,
are of ten con sid ered fool ish by the worldly wise. It not only seems so; we
have it on the best of au thor ity that to them it is so (1 Corinthi ans 1:18).

But it is fool ish ness only to the un en light ened. We see what they do not see,
and know what they do not know.

The men who wrote the word we re vere as the rev e la tion of the mind and
heart of God were, some of them, strangers to the views of Tar sus and
Alexan dria and Athens and Rome; but they saw with unerring vi sion, and
wrote with un fail ing ac cu racy the rev e la tions God gave them.

One of these men, look ing out on the prob lems and ex pe ri ences of life, in
the dim dis tant past, said, “Man is born unto trou ble, as the sparks fly. up- 
ward” (Job 57).

An other, an unin spired man, view ing the same sit u a tion, said, “Life is an Il- 
iad of woes.”

Who that Hires and sees and thinks will dis pute these as ser tions? They are
the sim ple state ment of facts.
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For Chris tian peo ple there is a light that breaks through the dark ness; be- 
yond the wind ing, dif fi cult, of ten ob scure road, we see the goal. Com bin ing
these two thoughts, let us con sider this topic —

Light On Life’s Dark Prob lems

I. Let us pon der, briefly, a few of life’s dark,
per plex ing prob lems

[A] A lit tle knowl edge, a lit tle ob ser va tion is enough to con vince one that
he who speaks of life’s dark prob lems is speak ing a uni ver sal lan guage.
This is ap par ent from Ec cle si astes 2:14; 9:2, 3, where the prophet is speak- 
ing of suf fer ing and death.

[B] This uni ver sal sit u a tion at once raises a ques tion: Why is it? Whence
does trou ble come? The world has many the o ries. The Chris tian has the in- 
spired record. The very fact of the uni ver sal ity of hu man trou ble in di cates a
com mon ori gin. The Word of God de scribes it (Ro mans 5:12).

[C] But even this does not ex haust the per plex ing el e ments in the case.

We are God’s new born chil dren. We stand in a changed re la tion ship to our
Heav enly Fa ther. We have prom ises oth ers do not have. And we are in- 
clined to feel that things ought to be dif fer ent with us. We may be able to
an swer some of the ques tions this line of think ing sug gests, but not all of
them.

[D] Then there are the spe cially per plex ing prob lems that ob trude them- 
selves into our think ing in a case like this. Why are Chris tian par ents given
a child on which to lav ish af fec tion, for which to make sac ri fices for its ed- 
u ca tion, only to have it snatched out of their hands just when it was bloom- 
ing into vir ile, ac tive youth?

Of all the young men around, care less, un con cerned about the real prob lems
of life, why is a promis ing youth like this, be gin ning to take life se ri ously,
ea gerly, earnestly be gin ning the study which was to pre pare him for the
Chris tian min istry, why is he al lowed, as we are ac cus tomed to say in our
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hu man mode of thought, to come to such an un timely end, whereas the oth- 
ers are left?

We who are ac quainted with God’s Word can give some broad gen eral an- 
swers that are help ful; but as to de tails, I do not hes i tate to say that I do not
know.

[E] How ever, let us not blame God for it. God did not do this. We may say
that God suf fered it. He did not ac tively cause it.

Nei ther let us blame this un for tu nate youth. It was the re sult of hu man in- 
abil ity to fore see con tin gen cies. We might say that it was the re sult of what
older folk might call a lack of cau tion. But that is a com mon hu man frailty.

[F] Just a word to you, fel low stu dents, and other young peo ple in par tic u- 
lar. I am cer tain there is a sense in which this les son strikes home to you as
to few oth ers, save those per son ally and di rectly con cerned. It is a warn ing
that should not be over looked con cern ing the un cer tain ties of life, even for
the young and the strong. And may it bring home to you the di vine ap peal:
“Be ye also ready.”

II. The light on life’s dark prob lems

[A] There is so much that I frankly con fess I do not know about these
things, that I shall keep my feet on the solid ground of a few gen eral prin ci- 
ples. I do not know the de tails — you do not know. But God knows and He
cares.

And He does all things well. Some how, He over rules ev ery thing for good to
them that love Him.

[B] Je sus had been talk ing to His dis ci ples about His death, and they were
per plexed. And He turned to them, and said: “Let not your heart be trou- 
bled: ye be lieve in God.” This is the ground on which we must plant our
feet.
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God is our Fa ther. From our child hood we have been taught to fold our
hands and say, “Our Fa ther, who art in heaven.” And He loves us. He is in- 
ter ested in our wel fare. He has proved it in a thou sand ways. Can He al low
any thing to be fall any of us that will be ul ti mately hurt ful? Ban ish the
thought.

[C] “Let not your heart be trou bled: ye be lieve in God, be lieve also in me.”
This is an other foun da tion on which we must keep our feet firmly planted.
God, as God, some times seems far away, rather hard to get hold of. But
God in Christ is a his toric per son age. He lived our life. He shared our ex pe- 
ri ences. He knows our trou bles bet ter than we know them our selves. He
feels them more than we ever can. Think of what He has done for us. Can
we think for a mo ment that He can for get us and cease to care for us?

He says not a hair falls from our heads, not a spar row from a tree, with out
His no tice. Will He fail to do a thou sand times more for us?

[D] “Let not your heart be trou bled.” When man says that of him self, it is
fee ble. When Je sus says it, it ought to mean much. I am sure it does to you.

[E] I did not in clude it in my text, but you know Je sus also says, “I go to
pre pare a place for you.” What does that mean? Fun da men tally it means
that Je sus is con cerned about us, that He is mak ing pro vi sion for our eter nal
wel fare.

[F] The fu ture of your young son is safe. What is the ground of most of our
parental anx i ety? Is it not that the fu ture of our chil dren may be safe? that
they may be well. placed, se cure, happy? This is taken care of for your son
by the eter nal Son of God Him self.

[G] Brethren be reaved, let me as sure you of our pro found sym pa thy. Our
hearts go out to you. To un spir i tual minds it will sound strange, but we re- 
joice with you also with that joy which, in spite of your, pain, we know is in
the bot tom of your hearts — the joy that comes from the as sur ance that
your son is safe, for ever safe, in the arms of Je sus.

[H] When Lazarus, the younger and beloved brother of Martha and Mary,
died, Je sus came from a far part of the coun try to be with them. And when



122

He came, a mes sen ger came to them arid said, “The Mas ter is come, and
cal leth for thee.”

Brethren, the Mas ter is here and cal leth for you. Hold con verse with Him.
He, and not mere man, can give you the true light on life’s per plex ing prob- 
lems, and heal your wounds. Let us give due heed to the words of Solomon:
“Thou know est not what a day may bring forth”; and to the words of Je sus:
“There fore be ye also ready.”
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22. The Chris tian’s Twofold Im‐ 
age

As we have borne the im age of the earthy, we shall also bear the im age of the heav enly. —
1 Cor. 15:49

A SER VICE OF THIS KIND is never an easy task for a min is ter. He does not want
to of fend. Yet as a teacher of God’s Word, he must have a re gard for the
truth. He must not deal lightly with things which are eter nal is sues in hu- 
man life. He dare not give un grounded hopes. He ought not even ex ag ger- 
ate.

With a min is ter in my sit u a tion, such a ser vice is more than usu ally dif fi cult
Hav ing been with you peo ple al most a third of a cen tury, hav ing known
many of you in ti mately dur ing all this time, a ser vice of this kind is very
much like ren der ing it for a mem ber of one’s own im me di ate fam ily.

How ever, if ever there is a time when a ser vice of this kind be comes com- 
par a tively easy, it is in a case like that of Mrs. R—. I have known her for a
gen er a tion. Dur ing all this time she has been one of the faith ful of the flock,
she was al ways in her place, in Sun day school and church. For months,
when it was a painful task for her to be in her place, she still came, de voutly
wor ship ful.

Dur ing all these, years, I have never heard her make a sin gle un kind crit i- 
cism, and never heard of her do ing so.

The Psalmist (35:20) speaks of the “quiet in the land”: those who do not
thrust them selves for ward, who do not seek to be in the lime light, yet are al- 
ways friendly, sym pa thetic, ap proach able. This is a true pic ture of Mrs. R
—.



124

With this sim ple, sin cere trib ute to our de parted sis ter, let us turn now, for
our com fort, and en cour age ment, to the thoughts ex pressed in the few
words of our text, “As we have borne the im age of the earthy, we shall also
bear the im age of the heav enly.” I take for my sub ject —

The Chris tian’s Twofold Im age

That we may get the best pos si ble un der stand ing of our text, let me re mind
you of that of which Paul is speak ing in this en tire chap ter, which you may
have gath ered, in part, from the por tion I read a mo ment ago. He is speak- 
ing of death, of the res ur rec tion and of the fu ture eter nal life. This chap ter is
the most won der ful dis cus sion of these sub jects to be found any where in the
Bible, or in any other lit er a ture.

It may give us a bet ter idea of what the apos tle has in mind in our text if we
hear sev eral trans la tions. Mof fat ren ders it thus: “As we have borne the
like ness of ma te rial man, so we are to bear the like ness of the heav enly
man.” A very lit eral trans la tion reads: “As we bear the im age of the one
made of dust, we shall also bear the im age, or like ness, of the One who is
heav enly.”

I. What is meant by bear ing the im age of the
earthy?

[A] Man is a won der ful crea ture. He is called, so far at least as this world is
con cerned, the crown of cre ation. Think of the won der of the hu man mind!
It pierces, or seeks to pierce, and with no small de gree of suc cess, the se- 
crets of the uni verse. What mar vels man has wrought! What greater mar vels
he may yet work no one can even guess.

Some peo ple, with very lit tle real thought on these sub jects, be come vain,
con ceited. But most peo ple do not think enough about these things. They do
not pon der the ev i dent mys tery to which the mys tery of hu man life points.

[B] The great est, the most no ble thing ever said about man was said long
ago, in the ear li est chap ters of the Book of books, the Bible, It tells us that
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God fash ioned man of the dust of the earth, that is, of the ma te rial el e ments
of the earth on which we live. Men then had the form, the shape, the im age
of a man; but he was not yet a real man.

He was a life less some thing, as dead as the stone or the clod. But then, we
are told, God breathed into this life less im age of His own breath of life’ and
man be came a liv ing soul, with some thing of God in him. Man is, there fore,
a crea ture of two worlds, of which fact the best in man bears con tin ual wit- 
ness.

[C] When man left the hand of God, ac cord ing to God’s own Word, he was
per fect; he was the lord of the world in which he was placed, a fit com pan- 
ion for God Him self.

But some thing hap pened. Man, some how — it is be yond full ex pla na tion .
be came dis sat is fied, re bel lious, dis obe di ent. The close bond which united
him with God was sev ered This was the hu man birth of sin, and with it
came mis for tune, suf fer ing, death and de cay.

[D] This is what the apos tle means when he says that we here bear the im- 
age of the earthy.

[1] We have a body in which are the seeds of cor rup tion, of de cay (verse
42). The Ger mans call it Ver wes lich, that which wastes away, per ishes.

[2] The im age of this earthy body bears the marks of dis honor (verse 43). It
be comes marred, dis fig ured. Its beauty, at least that beauty which con sists
of grace of line and har mony of form, passes away.

[3] How ev i dent it is that with all man’s vaunted strength, his prow ess, he at
last comes to the ex trem ity of weak ness! The prince of ath letes at last can- 
not lift a glass of wa ter to his lips.

[4] Yes, what ever else may be be neath the sur face, we have here, be yond
ques tion, a nat u ral body — a body of flesh and blood, a phys i cal body
adapted to the ne ces si ties of the present life. In spite of man’s great ness, the
marks of the earth, are upon him. He goes the way of all the earth.
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[E] This, we say, is the end. Yes, it is an end, but it is not the end. Man’s dy- 
ing day is not man’s fin ish ing day. Death is only part of what may be a
mag nif i cent whole.

[F] We are Chris tian peo ple, with a strange new life in us, be got ten of the
Spirit of God. But we are still men and women of flesh and blood, with ties
that bind us to the earth; and we are sub ject to all the changes, all the phys i- 
cal ills which come to the sons and daugh ters of men. And we have seen
this ex em pli fied in our de parted sis ter.

II. What does Paul mean by the im age of the
heav enly?

[A] Let us not for get that the whole ar gu ment of the apos tle in this chap ter
is that life con tin ues af ter what we call death. Man lives for ever. Pon der that
word “FOR EVER.” There is no run ning away from life.

[B] What kind of life is it go ing to be? What is to be our im age there?

[1] In stead of a cor rupt ible life, we are to have an in cor rupt ible life, a life
that has passed be yond the pos si bil ity of change or de cay. (Rev. 21:3, 4).
Ev ery thing in us that was mor tal, chang ing, per ish ing, shall have passed
away for ever.

[2] In stead of weak ness, our life there shall be in power — a power that far
ex ceeds the ut most that is known here and now.

[3] In that happy land, in stead of the im age that bears the marks of Weak- 
ness, of dis honor, we are go ing to have the im age that bears the marks of
honor, of glory. We are go ing to have a per fect, a glo ri fied life — a life like
unto Je sus’ life in the res ur rected, glo ri fied body (Phil. 3:21; 1 John 3:2).

[4] And we shall share in all Christ’s glory (John 17:24; Rom. 8:18, 29).

[C] In heaven we are go ing to have a spir i tual body. Flesh and blood, as it
is, sin ful, deca dent, can not en ter the king dom of heaven.
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Do not ask me to de fine this spir i tual body. No one but God knows fully
what it is go ing to be like. The spir i tual body is go ing to be a real body, just
as real as our phys i cal body is.

We will have the same per son al ity, be the same self in the spir i tual body
that we are now de vel op ing, but we shall be purged of all dross.

It will be such an iden tity as ex ists be tween the child and the adult into
which it grows. It will not be a mere atom istic or nu mer i cal iden tity.

“Spir i tual” does not mean ethe real or un real. “Spir i tual” means not only
that this body will be un der the con trol of the Spirit, but the Spirit will be its
life-prin ci ple, the de ter min ing el e ment of its be ing.

[D] It is into this life that our de parted sis ter has en tered, per haps not yet
into all the full ness of it. It seems that there will be some thing added at the
res ur rec tion. But into all the es sen tials of it, now and hence forth, she has
sweetly passed.

[E] This is the life Je sus came to pre pare for us, and for which He seeks to
pre pare us, and which can be at tained only through Him.

[F] Is this the life for which, by God’s grace, we are pre par ing? Of which
we are as sured? Re mem ber, there is but one way.
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?
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faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings through
His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)
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no need of a Sav ior — only these are re jected. And these are not re- 
jected be cause the Lord has no pity on them and no de sire to de liver
them from their wretched ness, but only be cause they will not come to
Him that they might have life. They re ject Him, and there fore stand re- 
jected. But those who come to Him, poor and needy and help less, but
trust ing in His mercy, He will re ceive, to com fort and to save.”

The Great Gospel by Si mon Pe ter Long and The Eter nal Epis tle by Si- 
mon Pe ter Long

“I want you to un der stand that I have never preached opin ions from
this pul pit; it is not a ques tion of opin ion; I have ab so lutely no right to
stand here and give you my opin ion, for it is not worth any more than
yours; we do not come to church to get opin ions; I claim that I can
back up ev ery ser mon I have preached, with the Word of God, and it is
not my opin ion nor yours, it is the eter nal Word of God, and you will
find it so on the Judg ment day. I have noth ing to take back, and I never
will; God does not want me to.”

True Chris tian ity by John Arndt

The Ser mons of Theophilus Stork: A De vo tional Trea sure

“There are many of us who be lieve; we are con vinced; but our souls do
not take fire at con tact with the truth. Happy he who not only be lieves,
but be lieves with fire… This en ergy of be lief, this ar dor of con vic tion,
made the com mon places of the Gospel, the old, old story, seem in his
[Stork’s] ut ter ance some thing fresh and ir re sistibly at trac tive. Men lis- 
tened to old truths from his lips as though they were a new rev e la tion.
They were new, for they came out of a heart that new coined them and
stamped its own im press of vi tal ity upon them as they passed through
its ex pe ri ence…” – From the In tro duc tion

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions at
Ama zon.

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/192-long-great-gospel/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/215-long-eternal-epistle/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/502-stork-sermons/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian

	Preface by Lutheran Librarian
	Preface
	1. The Light In The Window At Eventide
	2. The Christian Soldier’s Farewell (Funeral Of A Noted Churchman)
	3. Our Blessed Dead
	4. The Untroubled Heart
	5. My Home In Heaven
	6. The Crowned Life
	7. God Comforts His Pilgrim Children
	8. The Christian’s Assured Victory
	9. A Christian Philosophy Of Life
	10. The Christian Pilgrim Homeward Bound
	11. The Christian’s Twofold Gain
	12. A Glimpse Of The Heart Of God
	13. God’s Love For Us (Another Outline On John 3:16)
	14. The Gift Of God’s Love (Another Outline On John 3:16)
	15. Jesus’ Prayer For His People
	16. The Other Side Of Death
	17. The Rest Awaiting God’s People
	18. The Shepherding Christ
	19. The Star Of Hope In Life’s Dark Night
	20. The Death Of A King’s Child
	21. Light On Life’s Dark Problems (Funeral Of A Youth Who Died By Accident)
	22. The Christian’s Twofold Image
	Copyright Notice
	How Can You Find Peace With God?
	Benediction
	Basic Biblical Christianity | Books to Download
	Essential Theology | Books to Download
	Devotional Classics | Books to Download

