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Preface.

“HEeAVEN AND EARTH shall pass away, but My Word shall not pass away”
said Jesus. The same Providence that preserved the Gospels for us will also
preserve the Epistles. God’s Epistles are Eternal Epistles and the same
Providence that called forth “The Great Gospel” has also prepared for the
press by the same tongue and hand this volume of sermons for the Church
Year. Like “The Great Gospel,” these sermons were delivered by a busy
pastor to a large congregation from Sunday to Sunday and reported
verbatim by his reporter who herself has left a lucrative position to prepare
herself for a greater work for her Master. The author is so deeply impressed
with God’s wonderful leading that he will quote for the comfort of others
the following poem as a gem which will make at least one page of this book
valuable:

SOMETIME.

Sometime, when all life’s lessons have been learned,
And sun and stars forevermore have set,
The things which our weak judgment here have spurned,
The things o’er which we grieved with lashes wet.
Will flash before us, out of life’s dark night.
As stars shine more in deeper tints of blue.
And we shall see how all God’s plans were right,
And how what seemed reproof was love most true.

And we shall see how, while we frown and sigh,
God’s plans go on as best for you and me;
How, when we called, He heeded not our cry,
Because His wisdom to the end could see.
And even as prudent parents disallow
Too much of sweet to craving babyhood.
So God, perhaps, is keeping from us now,
Life’s sweetest things, because it seemeth good.
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And if, sometimes, commingled with life’s wine.

We find the wormwood and rebel and shrink.
Be sure a wiser hand than yours or mine.

Pours out this potion for our lips to drink.
And if some friend we love is lying low,

Where human kisses cannot reach his face,
Oh, do not blame the loving Father so,

But wear your sorrow with obedient grace.

And you shall shortly know that lengthened breath
Is not the sweetest gift God sends His friend.
And that sometimes the sable pall of death
Conceals the fairest boon His love can send.
If we could push ajar the gates of life
And stand within, and all God’s workings see,
We could interpret all this doubt and strife,
And for each mystery would find a key.

But not today, then be content, poor heart!
God’s plans, like lilies, pure and white unfold,
We must not tear the close shut leaves apart;
Time will reveal the hidden cups of gold.
And if, through patient toil, we reach the land
Where weary feet, with sandals loose, may rest,
Then we shall know and clearly understand —
I think that we shall say, “Our God knew best!”

Quoted by Bishop Huntington.

12
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1. Knowing The Time. Advent
Sunday.

And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our
salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk
honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness,
not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for
the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof. Rom. 13:11-14.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth. Amen.

Dear Christian Friends:

THERE IS NO QUESTION as to whom the letter to the Romans was addressed. It
was addressed to the Christian people. We find in the first chapter the
following words: “Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ; To
all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints; Grace to you and
peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.” The text then is
addressed, not to heathen, but to Christians, and Christians are admonished
to know the time, that it is high time to awake out of sleep. There are some
things that we all know about time; we know what time is in general. There
is not a man here this morning who has not some time or other said, I have
not got time to do this or that. You know that today, when, it is past, is past
forever. You know that tomorrow is not today until today is past forever.
You not only know what time is in general, but you also know the time
of your own lives. You know how much time has passed from the day that
you were born until today. I take it for granted that you know your own age.
Not only do we know the time of our own lives, but we know the time of
the world. Whatever may have been the ages from the beginning to the first
day, there is no question about the fact that as far as the people of this world
are concerned, it was about four thousand years from the days of Adam to
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the days of Christ, and that it is about two thousand years since Christ was
born, and that now we are in the year One thousand, nine hundred and four,
and every infidel in the world who wrote a letter this day has, by the very
beginning of his letter, acknowledged that it is nineteen hundred and four
years since Jesus Christ was born.

We know this about time, and the professed Christian, especially in the
Lutheran Church, knows that it is the first Sunday in Advent. We know
what time it is in the Church Year. We know that Christmas is coming, and
that there is a preparation necessary in the hearts of men for the reception of
Jesus Christ, the God-man, as well as it was necessary for them to cry out
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord!” Our epistle of the morning admonishes us to know the time, and
therefore I shall take for my theme:

Knowing The Time

l. It’s Time to Awake

“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep;
for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.” We have before us
here the picture of a father in the home, early in the morning, going to the
stairway and calling the children and saying for the last time. It is high time
that you all get up, awake, arise, dress and go to work. The Apostle Paul
writes many of his letters with pictures of the household, or of the army, or
of the arena before him. We have here a picture, I say, of the household, of
the good house-father admonishing everybody to get up soon and go to
work, for the night is spent and the day is at hand. Knowing the time then, it
is high time to awake; for the Christian, for the heathen.

1. Addressed to Christians

I said a moment ago that this whole epistle, was addressed to Christians.
“Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.” But when we believe
in Christ 1s our salvation not as near as it ever can come? Isn’t a man saved
when he believes on Christ? And if he is saved, how can his salvation come
any nearer? The moment I believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and accept Him
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as my personal Savior, [ am a saved man, but, my friends, I am today one-
third of a century nearer to the Jordan, nearer to the crown, nearer to the
judgment, than I was when I first believed; consequently it is high time for
the Christian to awake out of sleep. And was this admonition of the Apostle
Paul unnecessary? Is the Church of God asleep? It is only too true, my
friends, that too many ministers of the Gospel, and too many churches, are
really asleep, like the children in bed in the morning; there are too many
churches perfectly satisfied with their rest, perfectly satisfied with their
sweet sleep, waiting just a little longer, for a little more sleep, and wishing
that the call might cease for a moment. Oh, it is so nice to lie a while yet on
these cold mornings in a good warm bed! And there you have the picture of
the Church of God, letting the family sleep on, — father no Christian —
possibly mother no Christian — possibly the children not Christians;
professed Christians themselves not growing at all in knowledge, knowing
nothing more about the Bible than they did twenty-five years ago; no
spiritual development, no activity, sleeping, and sleeping, and sleeping, and
Paul says to the Church of God, It is time, high time, that you awake out of
sleep. It is high time for the professed Christians to discover the difference
between having their names on the church book, and having their names in
the Book of Life. It is high time that the Church of God knows the
difference between hearing God’s Word Sunday after Sunday, and growing
in grace, and sitting at home and grumbling about the church, sitting at
home and making plans with the children of the devil to carry on the work
of the world. It is time, high time that the Church of God discover the
wonderful difference between mocking at the means of grace, and making
use of them; and so I say this morning, in the name of my God, it is high
time that the Church of God itself awakes out of sleep.

2. Address to Non-Christians

Not only is this true of the Church of God, but it is doubly true with regard
to those who are no Christians. One of the things that seems impossible to
me 1s this, that a man should live in a Christian land like America, with
Bibles by the thousand, hymns of praise on every tongue, churches of God
in every community, the light from heaven forcing itself into every avenue,
conscience enlightened despite the darkness, and living right on as if there
were no God in heaven, living right on as if the story of Christ on Calvary
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were a mockery, living right on as if there were thousands of years of time
for all poor mortals to be converted to God, putting off from day to day the
salvation of an immortal soul, worth more than all the world, on account of
a little business, a little money, a little dirt, a little fun. The question, my
friends, that I cannot solve, is how any man with an ounce of brain left, can
go on to perdition in spite of mother’s prayers, and all the Christian prayers
and the earnest admonitions, and the cry from heaven, and the soul’s cry,
and immortality stamped on his very image. Consequently I say again, it is
high time that every man on earth awake from his sleep of lethargy and of
lost condition and arise in the name of Christ his only Savior.

Il. Time to Get Up

Not only is it time to awake, but it is time to get up.
1. The night is far spent, the day is at hand.

The Apostle Paul, looking out into the world, sees that now it is twilight,
just the moment that the morning star is going down and the light of the sun
is appearing in the eastern horizon. We might well say that from the days of
Adam and Eve to the days of Christ it was night; we might well say that
when that star came from the east, and Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the
morning came; we might well say that in the days of the apostles there went
a cry out into the world such as there never was before, and there never can
be a greater by the same number of men, It is high time to awake out of
sleep for the night is far spent and the day is at hand! And as the cry could
go out for the world at large, it can go out to each individual this morning:
The night of sin is far spent; the night of an infidelic heart is almost past;
the night of your life is growing long and the morning hour is approaching;
the night of your darkness and sinfulness is all in the past, and now the light
of God’s Holy Word, the light of the Gospel, the light of a Christian life, is
all around you; the light of Christian prayers calling to heaven; the
providential hand moving faster and faster in history; all this admonishes
you to get up and arise from your sleep. The night is far spent; the day is at
hand. The Bible i1s complete; the redemption is finished; death has been
conquered; the Church has become a mighty power on earth; Christian
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literature is flooding the world; the Gospel sun is shining; it is time to get
up!

lll. Get Dressed

And when we do arise, what is the next thing to do? To dress. “Let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness and let us put on the armor of
light.”

1. Children Rising

We have here the picture then of the children rising in the morning: The
first thing is to pull off that night robe; the next thing is to put on the
garments for the day. And so the Apostle Paul pictures before the world, the
people of God, that they also should cast off the works of darkness and they
should put on the armor of light. And do you want to know what these
works of darkness are? “Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting
and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and
envying.” And if you want to know more about the garments you are to pull
off, we will read what we learn in Gal. 5: “Now the works of the flesh are
manifest, which are these: Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelings, and
such like, of the which I tell you before, as I have told you in time past, that
they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” My dear
friends, you cannot sit here this morning and sleep when God’s Holy Word
1s holding forth to you the very marks of the garment that never can enter
into the kingdom of heaven. And how many people there are today yet,
professed Christians, that seem to boast of these very garments here
mentioned. “Rioting” — how many professed Christians are engaged in riots
today? “Drunkenness” — how many professed Christians today own the
very buildings in which these damnable saloons are carrying on their work,
and it is just as bad to own the building and rent it for such purposes as it is
to run the business. How many professed Christians there are today who go
in and stand by the bar by the side of those leading ungodly lives, leading
others who care nothing for Christ, and for the church, and for their souls,
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day by day on the path of destruction. As we heard this morning in our
Sunday School lesson, the curse that rested upon Jerusalem was caused by
the priests in their drunken sprees. If the priests themselves were drunken,
what could you expect of the people? If ministers of the Gospel in this
enlightened age think of starting such saloons as were started in New York
by a great bishop of a great church, is it any wonder that the church
members themselves stand there and feel satisfied? If the ministers of the
Gospel, and the Sunday School teachers, and the councils of the churches,
and the leading people of the city are going to go into these places, is it any
wonder that the young boys are anxious for the day to come when they are
allowed to go in and get a glass of beer without being refused? Is it any
wonder that these boys are brought home dead drunk? Is it any wonder that
Christian families are put to shame as they are? My friends, you cannot
wear these garments and go on and dress as God would have you dress.

“Not in chambering and wantonness.”

I am informed that there are men who call themselves Christians, who are
not at home, where they ought to be at night. Where are they? Where are
they? Chambering — and you know what the word “chambering” means.
Every man must so live as under the eye of God, and whether he knows it
or not, God’s eye is upon him, and the man that, lives in adultery or
fornication cannot get to heaven any more than the devil himself can.

“Not in strife and envying.”

How many professed Christians there are who seem to think it is big to be
at strife with somebody, to be quarreling here, and quarreling there, and
stirring up strife here and there; and just as sure as I find the spirit in my
heart to want to make trouble with every man and woman I meet, just so
sure | have got a garment on that must be pulled off before I can go to
heaven. Oh, it is high time to awake; to get up; to undress in order that we
may dress. When we run through this catalogue of sins we come to envying.
Oh, that green-eyed monster, jealousy! which no one will acknowledge, and
those having it, act so dumb. May God in heaven help us to get rid of
envying and jealousy. It is that which has ruined many a man in business; it
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is that which has ruined many a man in the church; it is that which makes
people blind to their own soul’s eternal good; it is that which is ruining our
immortal souls. The devil never accomplished anything greater in all the
world than when he hatched out jealousy and put it into the heart of Cain,
and from that time on to this the mark has been borne. I do not know what
mark it was that God put on Cain, but He did mark him; whether it was a
black skin or not I do not know; but there i1s one mark that Cain had that a
great many people are carrying, and that is the mark of envy, the mark of
jealousy, that moved him to raise the club to kill his good brother Abel, and
if you have that mark about you, the only reason you have not murdered is
because you have not had the opportunity. Pull off the garment of darkness;
pull off your garment of adultery; of fornication; of uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelings, and
such like, for remember it is God who says, through His inspired writer, “Of
the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they
which do such things shall not. inherit the kingdom of God.” Pull off this
old garment of sin, with all its works of the flesh.

2. The Armor of Light

Let us put on the right garment, the whole armor of God, and let us put on
the armor of light.

“But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the
lusts thereof.”

And if we want to know what that particular garment is that we are to wear,
let us read again from Gal. 5: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against
such there is no law. And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with
the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit.” If you put on Christ then you will live in the spirit, and if you live in
the Spirit, you must have in your heart love, you must be happy, you must
seek peace, you must have patience, you must be gentle, you must develop
that beautiful attribute, goodness, you must have meekness, and you must
be temperate: against such there is no law.
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Now, my dear friends, I ask you the question this morning, have you
risen up from your sleep? Did you awake? And if you did awake and have
pulled off the garment of darkness, have you put on the armor of light? Are
you walking in Christ Jesus? Are you so living as you would wish to live if
Jesus Christ were all around you and you in Him? If He is the vine and we
are the branches, and if we can do nothing without Him, how else can we
go on and dress for the higher life, if we do not walk as in His presence and
in His sight?

IV. The Last Call

Then, when the children are awake, and have risen, and have dressed
themselves, the last call comes: “Let us walk honestly, as in the day.” — in
other words, let us go to work. knowing the time, it is high time that we all
go to work, early in the day and keep at it all day.

1. Let us walk honestly, as in the day.

A great writer has said: “I want to so live as if my house had no window
blinds, and my heart itself were surrounded by glass, and Jesus Christ were
living inside.” Let us so live that God may understand us. The question is
not at all how people may understand us, but let us so live that God may
always understand us, and walk in His light as in the day. The thief usually
does not make arrangements to go out in the morning, but after night. The
sins of the world are mostly committed from the evening until the morning.
The Apostle Paul tells us that in the Church of God we should walk as in
the day. In other words, we should go to work and live honestly, and we
should begin very early in the day and continue throughout the day.

That leads me to this important fact, that if the Church of God shall
prosper on earth, we must give our attention to the little children. The Lord
has taught us this so particularly again in the morning’s Sunday School
lesson. You will remember that Isaiah found Israel sunken as low as it
possibly could on account of intemperance; you will remember that God
Himself said of Jerusalem that there is only one hope for that city, and that
is to take the children from the laps of their mothers — from the breasts of
their mothers, to use the words of Scripture. You will remember the little
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children of Israel were kept on their mother’s laps until they were three
years old. Now, says God, the only hope for that great city is not these old
drunken sots any more; the only hope is not those whose consciences have
become seared; the only hope for Jerusalem is to take hold of the little
infants, take them from their mothers’ breasts, take them from their parents’
knees, and lay line upon line, precept upon precept, line upon line, precept
upon precept, until they shall become the men and the women of God’s
eternal city. Oh, dear friends, the Protestant Church has not aroused itself to
the importance of educating these children as the Romish Church has. If the
Church of Rome, sitting on her seven black hills, can train her children for
ten and twelve years to die Roman Catholics, no difference where they go,
what could not the Protestant Church do, if she would educate her children
as she could? I am by no means satisfied with simply a Sunday School. I
believe that when the conscience of the Christian Church is aroused to the.
awful situation in some of our public schools, to the fact that the old Bible
is not allowed any more in the very schools that were born out of the Bible,
when we understand the awful power of sin in our youth, when we
understand then the little seed of thirty minutes in a week, and sometimes
not even that, then, my friends, we ought to arouse to the importance of
having a kindergarten in every church where the little children can learn
God’s Word every day for the first ten or twelve years of their lives; and I
hope the time will come when the Protestant Church all over this land will
say to the public schools, you shall educate our children after we have
God’s hand on their hearts ten years, and no sooner. Why are we not doing
it now? The only reason is that we are afraid to reach into our pockets and
spend a dollar or two for the souls of our children. Let us begin early in the
day to walk in God’s paths.

2. Continue As Long As It Is Day

And when we thus begin early with our children and train them as they
ought to be trained, then let us continue as long as it is day.

There are some people who seem to think the right way to live is to
serve the devil until just a few weeks or months before they die, and then
hurry and prepare to meet God. I am glad that the Lord Jesus Christ is
willing to save souls in the last moment, but I, for my part, would be very
sorry, if my last thoughts in this world were like this, that here I am on my
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bed, and I am going to die in a few days, and all my life I have spent trying
to drive other people to hell. I should think it a terrible thing in that hour to
remember that God’s grace and mercy had been following me all through
life, and I never listened to Him until just now. It would be a terrible
thought for me to think that I haven’t a single day in all my life left to do
good. It would be a terrible thing to let the impression go out among other
young men that they, too, shall prepare to meet their God when they are
about forty or fifty years old, and many will never reach twenty, and will be
lost forever.

It 1s high time that we awake out of sleep; that we get up; that we pull off
the old garment of sin and put on the armor of light; it 1s high time that we
go to work early in life and work on throughout life, every day, until we
breathe our last breath. My friends, life is too short to quit working in the
vineyard of our God, and let me speak a word of admonition to the aged
people: You have only got a few more years to toil, only a few more steps to
take, only a few words to admonish your fellowmen, only a few more days
before you. Oh, work while it is day, for the night cometh when no man can
work.

It was in the year 354, in Africa, that a mother gave birth to a son for
whom she had prayed long before he was born, and prayed earnestly for
him after he was born. Mother Monica was one of the great women of the
fourth century. Her soul’s desire was to give to the world a great man of
God. For him she prayed, I say, long before he was born, and when he was
born, she prayed for him while he was nursing at her breast; she prayed for
him as she led him on the paths of life; she prayed for him in his daily
work. There was given to that boy a wonderful brain, a great imagination, a
power for good or for evil. That boy at the age of about eighteen had gone
so deep into sin that the world thought there was no hope for him any more;
that boy had gone into the philosophy of the world and forsaken his
mother’s prayers and forsaken her admonitions and instructions, and there
was nothing too bad for Aurelius Augustine to do. He went on from bad to
worse, while his poor mother was praying God never to let that boy get
away from Him. Like a fish in the waters, having taken a bite of the hook,
he swam up and down the waves but could not get away from the great
truths that the mother planted into him. He went on to Rome, and from
Rome to Carthage, and from Carthage to Milan, and there accidentally he
heard the great Ambrosius delivering one of those great sermons of the
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fourth century his conscience was a wakened; he was led back to his
mother’s prayers and to his mother’s God. He tried to shake off the
impression and went out with a friend of his, trying to plunge into sin
deeper and deeper. One day an officer came to those two young men and
told them how the Gospel preached by Ambrosius was saving hundreds and
thousands of young men from death and destruction, and the conscience of
Aurelius Augustine was awakened more than ever. Becoming uneasy and
trembling he said to his friend, “Come out and let us go into the garden;”
there he stood, face to face with the young man who, steed like, had been
galloping with him down the pavement of hell. He said, “The poor, and the
afflicted, and the weak-minded, are coming into the kingdom of God, and
you and I, with brain and education, are going to damnation, and it is time
that we repent.” Those two men stood face to face and trembled until
Aurelius Augustine said: “I can stand it no longer,” and went down into that
garden under a fig tree; he lay there like his Master of old, and sweat as it
were drops of blood; lying there he said, “Oh God, what shall I do? How
can | get away from Thee and from my mother’s prayers? O my God, when
shall T be delivered of this burden and curse that rests upon me? Others
have sinned ignorantly, and I knew better. Others have sinned, born of
wicked mothers, and I have sinned against the prayers of the most Godly
mother of the age. O God, will there be any hope for me tomorrow? O God,
will there be any hope for me today? O God, will there be any hope for me
now? And he heard a voice, and it was like the voice of a child,
saying,”’Arise, arise, and read." He listened to that voice, and he
remembered that back there somewhere was the Testament that his mother
made him promise to carry though he went to hell. He went back to the old
Book, and for the first time in years opened it, and his eyes fell on these
words: “Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness,
not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on
the Lord Jesus Christ;” he said, “I will put Him on,” and Saint Augustine
became a saved man, and Mother Monica gave to the world the greatest
man that lived since the days of the apostles, one of the greatest men that
kindled the fire of a Doctor Luther, as the man that stirred up the
Reformation of the sixteenth century, and that today has brought about the
great theologians of the world, written in the apostle’s letters as found in the
book of Romans; and now may this admonition this morning move some
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one who has heard my voice to awake, to arise, to dress, and to walk as in
the day, for the night cometh when no man can labor. Amen.

Prayer

O God, our heavenly Father, we thank Thee for this blessing of proclaiming
Thy eternal truth; we thank Thee that these epistles are the inspired Word of
God, and we thank Thee that we are permitted to preach sermons on
sermons by Thine apostles. We pray Thee, O God, that Thou wilt spare our
life to finish this course of sermons on these great letters of the Holy Spirit;
and we pray Thee, our heavenly Father, that Thou wilt enable those that are
here this morning to follow this course of sermons as found in Thy Word
throughout the year, and as one by one Thou mayst call some of them
hence, do Thou help that these messages which they have heard may fit
them the better for Thy kingdom. We ask Thee that Thou wilt give us Thy
Holy Spirit to enlighten us and keep us close to the Master, that we may put
on His garment of righteousness and accept it by faith. Heavenly Father go
with us now throughout this coming week, and throughout the balance of
life, and may we all heed the admonition given to our conscience. We pray
Thee that Thou wilt give us many mothers like Monica, who shall pray for
their children, and shall not give them up, but take them to the throne of
God by daily prayer. We pray Thee, heavenly Father, that Thou wilt help
the Church of God to arouse from her sleep and to take the little children
early in the morning and place them in Thy vineyard; and we pray Thee that
Thou wilt spare the lives of old hardened sinners until they see the way to
come back to Thee. We know, O God, how stubborn the natural man is; we
know how hard it is for those who have been in the way of sin so long to
come to Thee; but what is hard for us is easy for Thee; and therefore we
pray Thee to reach out Thine almighty hand of mercy and take hold of the
hearts of stone and crush them and make hearts of flesh, and give them new
life in Christ Jesus. All these favors we ask in the name of the blessed
Savior, who taught us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; Give us this day our
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For
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Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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2. The Power Of The Holy
Ghost. Second Sunday In
Advent.

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Now the God of patience
and consolation grant you to be like-minded one toward another according to Christ Jesus.
That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.
Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to
confirm the promises made unto the fathers. And that the Gentiles might glorify God for
His mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to Thee among the Gentiles, and
sing unto Thy name. And again He saith. Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with His people. And again,
Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud Him, all ye people. And again, Esaias saith, There
shall be a root of Jesse, and He that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in Him shall the
Gentiles trust. Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye
may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. Rom. 15:4-13.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth. Amen.

Beloved in Christ:

THE Lorp Jesus, just before He departed from this world, said: “All power
is given to Me in heaven and on earth.” From these words we learn that
power belongs preeminently and entirely to God, and the very fact that He
acknowledged that this power was given to Him, gives the same power to
God the Father. God the Father and God the Son had all power, but
remember, this declaration was made in order to give strength to the
command that followed: “Go ye into all the world, and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost,” and in that last phrase you find that equally with the two
persons of God — the Father and the Son — power belongs to the Holy

26



Ghost. This evening then I desire to call your attention to this power as
mentioned in the last words of our text:

The Power Of The Holy Ghost

“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye
may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.” The power of
the Holy Ghost, as we find it in this text, gives us:

I. One manuscript.
II. One mind.

III. One mouth.
IV. One minister.
V. One measure.

. Our attention is called here to one
manuscript.

“For whatsoever things are written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”

The manuscript therefore that the Holy Spirit has given us is the Book
which I hold in my hand, the writings of old, the Holy Scriptures, to which
the apostle refers when he say, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think
ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of Me.” Did you ever
stop to think that this one Book itself is a demonstration of the mighty
power of the Holy Spirit? — a Book that was written in a period of fifteen
hundred years — a Book that has sixty-six books in it — a Book that has been
held down and burned by emperors and kings — a Book which has been
forbidden to the people — a Book which has been destroyed time and again,
and yet, like the adamantine cube of old, whenever it was upset, came down
right side up? This Book itself is a demonstration of the power of the Holy
Spirit. There is more power in that Book than there is in creation; there is
more power in that Book than there is in the resurrection of the dead.

1. Creation
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I speak of creation first, because the Holy Spirit took part in that work.

We confess in the creed: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth; but thereby we do not exclude Jesus Christ nor the Holy
Spirit, just as we do not exclude the Father and the Holy Spirit from
redemption, and just as we do not exclude the Father and the Son from
sanctification. When we read the first verses of the Bible we find that God
created the heavens and the earth, and the Spirit dwelt upon the face of the
waters. In other words, this whole creation was like chaos and would never
have been in the order in which we find it this morning, had it not been for
the mighty power of the Holy Ghost.

2. The Resurrection

And when we read of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we find sometimes
the Bible says that the Father raised Him from the dead; We find that Jesus
Christ says: I have power to give My life, and to take it again; then we read
again that He was quickened by the Holy Spirit. If you could have gone
down into the tomb where Jesus lay during those three days of His death,
you would have found His body cold and lifeless; if you could have placed
your hand on the forehead that had been wearing the crown of thorns, you
wold have felt death there; if you could have placed your hand on that
breast in which beat that loving heart, you would have found a gash there,
cold in death; if you could have placed your hands on His feet, you would
have found the marks where the nails were driven; that whole body was
lying there stiff and cold, and you would have said. There is no power
outside of God Almighty that can raise Him up. the Holy Spirit quickens
Him, and He conquers death and grinds his iron limbs to powder. There you
get the power of the Holy Ghost, and we are assured that when Jesus Christ
shall come in the clouds with all His holy angels, that the dead shall all rise
by the same power that Jesus rose, and Jesus being raised by the power of
the Holy Spirit, your body and mine shall rise by that power.

And yet, my friends, the power of the Holy Ghost in this world is just as
great, or greater, than the power of resurrection; greater than the power of
creation. If you are today a child of God, you are as much a new creation as
the sun was when God said. Let there be a sun. The new heart within you
has been created by the Holy Spirit in His Word. If you today are spiritually
alive, you have had as much power in bringing you from spiritual death to
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life as God used when He said. Let there be life, and there was life. The
Word of God, then, is one manuscript which is the outward demonstration
of the power of the Holy Ghost.

Il. One Mind

Our text speaks not only of one manuscript, but also of one mind.

“Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be like-minded one toward another
according to Christ Jesus. That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

1. The Power of the Holy Ghost

To be like-minded and to have one mind is the power of the Holy Ghost.
What confusion there is in the minds of the people! There is an old couplet
that says:

Many birds of many kinds;
Many men of many minds.

Wherever we go we find that each man has his own way of thinking, and
this diversity of minds is found not only among the people of the world, it is
found also among professed Christians. The Apostle Paul was writing this
letter to Christians, as we heard last Sunday night, but among those
Christians there were some of Jewish extraction, and some from the
Gentiles, and these people could not be brought together to think alike on
account of their former environments and circumstances. He calls attention
to their different way of thinking and looking at things in a few verses of
the previous chapter:

“For one believeth that he may eat all things; another, who is weak, eateth herbs... I know,
and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him that
esteemeth anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.”
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The people in the present day are just the same as they were then. One man
thinks it 1s wrong to take a swallow of whiskey; the other thinks it is just
right. One man thinks it is wrong to smoke; the other thinks it is just right to
smoke. One thinks it is all wrong to eat this and that; and the other says it is
just right to eat this and that. The Apostle Paul, speaking on that question
says: “l know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing
unclean of itself; but to him that esteemeth anything to be unclean, to him it
is unclean.” If a man thinks it is wrong to chew tobacco, to him it is
unclean; if he thinks it is wrong to smoke, to him it is wrong to smoke; if a
man thinks it is wrong to take a swallow of wine, to him it is wrong, until
he 1s convinced that that is right. In other words, as long as the world
stands, even professed Christians are hot going to agree on just exactly what
you dare eat and what you dare not; or what you dare drink, and what you
dare not. Nevertheless, though there is confusion among the people, the
Holy Spirit has the power to give these people one mind.

This confusion lies not only in eating and drinking, but you will find it in
other things. “One man esteemeth one day above another; another
esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own
mind.” The old Jews supposed the seventh day, the old Sabbath, was far
better than any other day. The Gentiles thought one day was just as good as
the other. The Gentiles learned from the Apostle Paul, what all Christians
ought to know today, that one day is no better than the other. You do not
find that Jesus Christ one day walked along with a long face, and the next
day with another face; you do not find that one day He was worshiping the
Father, and the next day not. The Lord Jesus Christ used one day just like
the other, but He made every day a day in which to be about His Father’s
business. There are some people who seem to think that on the Lord’s day
they must walk around and look so holy, and then, from Monday morning
to Saturday night, they look so devilish. My friends, it is better to be
children of God every day. It is better to be just exactly on Monday and
Tuesday, and Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, what you are on
Sunday.

2. The Mind of Jesus Christ

Out of all this confusion the Holy Spirit has the power to bring one mind,
and that one mind is the mind of Christ Jesus.
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“Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be like-minded one toward another,
according to Christ Jesus. That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

If the world 1s ever to have one mind, it is not to have the mind of a Luther,
not the mind of a Calvin, not the mind of a Zwingli, not the mind of this
man or of that, but it must have the mind of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in
Him only the Church of God can ever be united. It is in the power of the
Holy Spirit to get men to think as Jesus thinks. It is in the power of the Holy
Spirit to give us the minds to say, and to catch the hearts of men, and to
catch their wills, by the powder of the Holy Ghost. The hearts of men are
very slippery things, and they can very easily be caught sometimes by sinful
offerings. We have just heard throughout the past week that even a banker’s
heart can be caught by a Mrs. Chad wick. There are some people whose
hearts can be very easily caught by some sinful proposition; but if you ever
tried to catch the hearts of men and make Christians of them by human
power, you have failed. If you have ever tried to take the wills of men and
change them by your power, you have entirely failed. There never was a
man in the history of the world that could ever make a Christian of a man
that was none. We hear about men who travel from city to city converting
men, and I never saw a man in my life that was converted by another man,
who was not entirely perverted. There is only one power that can ever make
a child of God out of a child of the devil, and that is the power of the Holy
Ghost. That 1s the power that can take and catch the hearts of men; it is the
power that can take the wills of men and turn them, in order that they may
fall down and worship the Lord Jesus Christ. This, my friends, is the power
of the Holy Spirit, the one mind.

lll. One Voice

Not only do we find he has the power to give us one mind, but he has the
power to give us one mouth.

“That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.”
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When we study these two verses carefully we find out that the Holy Spirit
has got the power to have us worship together, and welcome one another.

1. Worship together with one mouth.

We have as many mouths as we have faces, but there is one thing that the
Holy Spirit can do: — He can help us all to confess the same faith; He can
help us all to pray the same prayer; He can help us all to sing the same
songs of praise. When, a few moments ago we all stood up and said, |
believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; when we
all said: And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; when we all said: And
in the Holy Ghost, it was as one mouth. Now, my friends’ no man on earth
can stand up and confess the Apostles’ Creed unless he has been himself a
miracle of the workings of the Holy Spirit. You do not find a Robert G.
Ingersol standing up and saying, I believe in God the Father Almighty, as
we confessed this morning. You do not find men who are not at heart
Christians standing up and saying that unless they mean to be hypocrites. It
is only by the power of the Holy Spirit that a man can get faith in the
Father, and in the Son, and in the Holy Ghost, and when we have got that
faith, we all stand up and confess it, according to the great declaration: He
that will not confess Me before men, I will not confess before My Father in
heaven. Whosoever shall confess Me before men, him shall the Son of man
also confess before the angels of God. And when we take up our hymns of
praise and sing them, we do not one sing this verse and another that one,
one this stanza and another that; we all say the same words at the same
time, and the very angels of heaven listen for the voice that comes out of
the First Lutheran church this evening, or any other church; it is the voice of
one mouth, praising God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, by the power of
the Holy Ghost. And so it is with prayer. The Lord did not teach the Lord’s
Prayer for the special purpose of simply showing a form. There are some
people who seem to think that the Lord Jesus just gave that prayer as a
model, and that, therefore, we do not need to pray it today. There are some
people who seem to think that it will not do to have any forms in the
Church of God. I would like to know if there is anything in the world that
has any more form to it than this Bible; I would like to know if there is
anything in the world that has more form than the Psalms; or the Lord’s
Prayer, or the benediction, when the Lord God not only said that we should
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pronounce the blessing on the people, but said you should say: The Lord
bless thee and keep thee; the Lord make His face to shine upon thee and be
gracious unto thee; the Lord lift His countenance upon thee and give thee
peace. We have no right to change that form. The Lord Jesus Christ said:
Go ye into all the world and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. What is that
but form? What is grammar but form? What is diction but form? What is
education but form? What are songs of praise but form? The real truth is
that God gave us the Lord’s Prayer in order that we might all come together
and join mouth to mouth until every mouth shall be but one mouth, saying:
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. One
mouth praying by the power of the Holy Ghost.

2. Welcoming Each Other

This same power gives us one mouth to welcome each other.

“Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.”

How did God receive us? Jesus Christ came down on earth and gave us His
hand; but He gave us something else besides His hand, He gave us His
Word, and that Word of His is this: The Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost. Jesus Christ is the one Mediator between God and
man — the man, Christ Jesus. Just as the Lord Jesus stretched out His hand
and gave us His Word to bring us to the Father, just so He has given to us
this Holy Spirit in order that we might have love to our fellow men, and this
love should enable us to greet each other and give each other the hand,

welcome each other, thereby showing that we have one mouth, that is, the
mouth of a child of God.

IV. One Minister
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The power of the Holy Spirit not only gives us one manuscript, one mind
and one mouth, but also one minister.

“Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to
confirm the promises made unto the fathers.”

The Apostle Paul here calls Jesus Christ the Minister. It was the Apostle
Paul who said: I am determined not to know anything among you, save
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Some ministers of the Gospel are doing
more to show themselves than to show Jesus Christ to the world. The only
man that will ever succeed in winning souls for Christ by the power of the
Holy Spirit is the man that hides himself behind his Master, the one that
will hold up Christ and preach Him to the world. Jesus Christ, crucified on
Calvary, is the one Minister to the Jews; the one Minister to the Gentiles.

1. He is the only hope of the Jews.

Sometimes the members of the Jewish race are finding fault with me
because I object to Protestants singing for them. I object to it, not because
they are not as good people as we are, but I object to it because they
officially and confessionally deny my Savior, Jesus Christ, and how any
Protestant Christian on earth can stand up for two dollars and a half and
help them along in a service to deny Christ, I cannot understand. I do not
understand that it 1s any excuse for Judas Iscariot to reject Jesus because he
got sixteen dollars, and I do not understand that it is any excuse for a
Protestant Christian to stand lip and help people along in a work that denies
the only Savior. It is absolutely wrong, and if Christians had any conscience
left they would not do such a thing. “Now I say that Jesus Christ was a
minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises
made unto the fathers.” The Lord Jesus Christ Himself was a Jew; the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself was circumcised; the Lord Jesus Christ Himself died
for the Jews first of all, and then for the world, and there is no other name
under heaven given among men whereby a Jew can be saved, except by the
Lord Jesus Christ. God says in one place that if an angel from heaven came
and proclaimed any other Gospel, that angel should be accursed, and if an
angel should be accursed for holding up any other salvation, what shall
befall the man that proclaims salvation without Jesus Christ. 1 declare,
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therefore, before this audience this morning, and wish I could reach the ears
of every Hebrew in the world, if he does not repent, of his sins and accept
the Savior, there is absolutely no hope for his salvation. That is the Minister
whom the power of the Holy Spirit proclaims to the world; and if all the
ministers of the Gospel would stop patting the Jews on the back and telling
them we are all going the same way, they would find out that there is
another way, and that the only way — Christ and Him crucified.

2. A Minister for the Gentiles

This same Minister is not only a Minister for the Jews; He is a Minister for
the Gentiles.

“And that the Gentiles might glorify God or His mercy; as it is written: For this cause I will
confess to Thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto Thy name. And again He saith, Rejoice,
ye Gentiles; with His people. And again. Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud Him, all
ye people. And again, Esaias saith., There shall be a root of Jesse and He that shall rise to
reign over the Gentiles; in Him shall the Gentiles trust.”

Here we find promise after promise out of the Word of God that this great
Minister died for the Gentiles as well as for the Jews, and what a blessing it
has been to you and me that the Gentiles did receive the Gospel. Are you
aware of the fact that in the sixth and seventh centuries after Christ a
missionary went out through Europe and there found our forefathers cutting
each other’s heads off with knives of stone? Are you aware that our own
forefathers were heathen bowing down before stocks and stones? Had it not
been for this minister by the power of the Holy Spirit that wrought in their
hearts a faith, your fathers and mothers would not have been Christians, and
God only knows where you and I would be this evening. Then let us not
forget that we hold up to the world by the power of the Holy Ghost a Savior
of the Jews and of the Gentiles, of the old and of the young, of big sinners
and little sinners, a Savior of all.

V. One Measure

By the power of the Holy Ghost we notice not only the one Minister, but the
one measure.
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“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.”

In this verse we find the promise of a measure that shall be filled up, and
this measure 1s filled up not only for God, but through Him also for us.

1. Three Attributes of God

We find three beautiful attributes of God in this text. In one verse He calls
Himself the God of patience and consolation, and in the last verse, the God
of Hope.

The God of patience! Oh, how full of patience God is! He waited on
Noah and the people of his day one hundred and twenty years to repent; He
waited on the children of Israel in the days of Christ. Oh, what patience He
had with those Pharisees and those Jews, until at last He was compelled to
ring out that Woe, woe, unto you scribes and Pharisees! And what patience
He has bad with you and with me. When our little children do not obey
when we tell them to do a thing, and they do not do it, we come with great
authority and with the lash upon their backs; but Oh, how often God has
called upon you to repent; how often He has told you to come and give your
heart to Him; how often He has called after you with a voice of love and
said, only a little longer and then you must do one thing or the other; but He
has waited, and waited and waited, and He is waiting this morning yet, and
the only reason you are not in hell right now is because God is full of
patience; and this we learn by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Not only is He the God of patience, but the God of consolation. Where
have you ever found your consolation? You say you have found it in the
Word of God, but where do you find it in the Word of God? Only there
where it holds up the God of patience and consolation. Oh, how consoling
God is! When the dead are lying in our homes our neighbors come in and
express their sympathy; they go out, and where is the consolation? But here
comes God’s Word: Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God,
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not
so I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself;
that where I am there ye may be also. There is consolation. Two years ago a
young man was killed accidentally only fourteen miles from here. The
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mother was broken-hearted. The text that was chosen for her son’s funeral
was the one I have just recited. She said on the day of the funeral, “I know
there 1s consolation in that verse, but some how or other I cannot find the
comfort.” A few Sundays ago I had the honor of burying that mother, and in
that Bible she had marked her son’s text for herself. That mark told me a
great deal. She found the consolation and was ready to go home to her son;
and then I was compelled to take the same words and preach the
consolation to her husband and to the rest of her children. I tell you, my
friends, there is consolation in God, and in God only, and such a God the
power of the Holy Ghost holds up to us.

Not only is He full of consolation, but He is the God of hope. If there is
anything in the world that is hard for a man it is to reach that point where
there is no hope any more. We have hope as long as there is life. No
difference how sick we may be, or how much suffering, as long as we live
we say there is hope. No difference how low some one has fallen, as long as
he is still in this world and breathing we go after him and with the help of
the Holy Spirit lift him up that we might bring him to the God of hope.
There is only one place where there is no hope: “But the children of the
kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” There shall be no hope. But God is full of hope — the
God of patience and consolation.

2. Fills us with...

And the God of hope by the power of the Holy Spirit comes to us and fills
us with what? Joy, peace in believing and hope.

“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that ye may abound in
hope through the power of the Holy Ghost.”

I ask young people sometimes why they do not become Christians, and they
say, Well, we want to enjoy ourselves a while yet; we want to have real
pleasure. Oh, that the poor boy and girl could once learn the great lesson
that there is no joy outside of salvation! This thing of going to the theater
for pleasure, where you sit down and hear ungodly things that may make
you laugh for the moment, is it joy? Your immortal soul cries out: Oh, |
need something better than that. In the hour of death you are not going to
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think of Macbeth nor of Hamlet; in the hour of death you will not care
whether you have Shakespeare under your pillow or not; in that hour you
will want hope, peace, and joy, but this hope, and this peace, and this joy
can only be found by the power of the Holy Ghost, and this can only be
found through Him by believing in Christ Jesus. Thus we have His mind,
and having His mind we have got this great measure, the filling up by the
Holy Spirit.

Remember, my friends, in conclusion, that the work of the Holy Spirit is
not yet finished. When Jesus Christ died on Calvary He cried out: It is
finished. On the last great Judgment day the Holy Spirit will be there and
He will remind you there of His work in this world, how He called, how He
gathered, how He enlightened, how He sanctified and how He kept
Christians. On that great day He will remind you of the fact that His work
was not done here on earth. He will tell you how He went after you through
a certain sermon that you heard; how He stirred up your conscience and
stirred up your heart and told you to prepare to meet your God. He will call
attention to the God of patience; He will call attention to the God of hope;
He will call attention to the God of consolation. He will stand before you
and remind you of the fact that He did plead with your conscience and with
your soul; He will let you understand that He knows you better than you do
yourself, and there will be no answer for you to give, except to stand there
condemned, and the Holy Spirit will on that day say what Jesus said on
Calvary. This morning the Comforter is among us, and the Holy Spirit is
calling to every man, woman and child in the house to prepare to meet God,
and He will keep on calling until the last hour. On that day, when the
Judgment has come and the last assize on high has been held. He will stand
before you, with the power of the Holy Ghost and cry out: It is finished!
And then it will be finished forever with you. Oh, may God help you to
realize that true joy, and true peace, and true happiness consists in this, that
we are children of God; that Christ is our Savior; that day and night we trust
in Him and Him only; that the seal is upon the covenant: He that believeth
and 1s baptized shall be saved; and that we never take the warning away as
long as we live: He that believeth not, shall be damned. May the Holy Spirit
by that quiet power from on high urge you all this evening to a higher
Christian life, and may we be true to each other, and admonish each other in
the path of rectitude and right until we shall stand before Him who said on
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Calvary: It is finished; and Him who shall say in the last moment of the
Judgment: It is now finished. Amen.

Prayer

O God, our heavenly Father, we thank Thee for the power of the Holy
Spirit, and we thank Thee that He comes to us through the Word, and the
holy sacraments, and calls, and gathers, enlightens, sanctifies and keeps us;
and we pray Thee, O God, that the power of the Holy Spirit may convince
us all of sin. and of righteousness, and of judgment. We ask Thy special
blessing this evening upon every soul in. this house. Bless the members of
this church, the visitors who may be here from other churches. We pray
Thee to bless those who may be visiting here from other cities, and every
one who is not a child of God, help that he may not go out of this house
without fully determining to accept Thee right now as his or her personal
Savior. O Lord, demonstrate the power of Thy Holy Spirit in our own hearts
and consciences in this hour. We pray Thee that Thou wilt give a special
blessing to Thy Church on earth; Bless Thy truly called servants
everywhere. Help that they may stand before the people as dying men
pleading with dying man. We pray Thee, O God, that Thou wilt make us all
diligent students of that manuscript, the Word of God, and thereby help us
to have one mind, and that the mind of Christ Jesus; and O God, give us one
mouth to confess Thee, one mouth to praise Thee, and one mouth to pray to
Thee, when we say:

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; Give us this day our
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For
Thine i1s the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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3. Old Babes. Third Sunday In
Advent.

Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of
God. Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. But with me it is a
very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment: yea I judge not mine
own self. For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but He that judgeth
me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both
will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the
hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. 1 Cor. 4:1-5.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth. Amen.

Dearly Beloved in Christ:

IN THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH of the old covenant the little children were
presented to their Lord and became members of the church at the age of
eight days, and we find that in Israel there was no such a thing as a family
having children who were not Israelites. It was God’s plan from the
beginning that Christian families should rear nothing but Christian children,
and that this is still the spirit of the New Testament we heard in this
morning’s lesson. John the Baptist did not become a member of the church
when he was a grown up man, or a young man, but he, too, was brought
into the covenant of the circumcision at the age of eight days; was also
filled with the Holy Spirit even before he was born. From this we learn that
it is God’s will in the New Testament dispensation that the little children
can come into the Christian Church just as soon as they are born, and that
they should have the Holy Spirit, at least in the hearts of their parents, long
before they are born. There is nothing more beautiful to a true pastor than to
see the little children in the church. Those people who do not want the
children in the church are far from being true Christians, for God gave the
command to feed the sheep and the lambs, and how can we feed the lambs
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when we never see them? The way to train children is to bring them to the
house of God no later than six weeks after they are born, and have them
baptized, and the mothers come with those baptized children every Sunday
that they are well enough; and a room should be provided where they could
go with those children in case they do disturb the service; and, as soon as
they are trained a few weeks, they can be in the service as well as any one
else. I have said it often, and I repeat it tonight, I could take care of twenty-
five little children in any church if I were permitted to sit near by, and those
parents who cannot take care of their children in the church, are discovering
not simply that they have not trained them rightly in the church, but they
haven’t trained them rightly at home. The little children should be brought
into God’s house, and if they were all brought in as they should be and
trained there Sunday after Sunday, line upon line, precept upon precept, we
would not have so many old babies in the church. Now the very people who
do not love the little babes in the church are old babes, and the old babes are
the hardest babes in the world to control. The apostle refers to these old
babes in chapter 3:1 when he says: “And I, brethren, could not speak unto
you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have
fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear
it, neither yet now are ye able.” This letter was addressed to Greek
Christians, living in Corinth — the most intelligent people who were living
on God’s earth at that time, but just because they were naturally intelligent
they imagined in a very short time that they were theologians, and began to
discuss questions concerning which they knew very little; factions arose,
and the Apostle Paul was called upon to write them a letter in order that he
might settle them and in order that they might not become too proud, he
called them by their right name and said, You are a set of

Old Babies

You will notice my themes are in the Bible and not in the newspapers.
These old babies are still found in the church, and you will notice we find
them

L. In the pew.
II. In the pulpit.
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l. The Old Babes | Say Are Sometimes Found
In The Pew

You know them by three marks: Creating factions; quarreling about the
preachers; and posing as theologians — making fools of themselves.

1. Creating Factions

We read of these old babes in the following words: 1 Cor. 1:10-11. “Now I
beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are
of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.” In chapter 3:3
he says of them: “For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?” In
other words, you will notice that these people that caused disturbances and
factions were not an ignorant set of people, nor does he say they were not
Christian, but he does say they were yet carnally minded. In Corinth, as I
said a moment ago, were the thinking people of the world, but that did not
cease to make them people who would quarrel and try to bring up factions
in the church. And it is so today yet. I heard one time of even a senator
who, in order to disturb his pastor, brought his big dog into the church. I do
not know whether that was true or not; some say it was, and some say it was
a mistake. Be that as it may, intelligence alone is no sign that people will
not try to make up factions. The real faction makers in the world are
naturally intelligent people, because the dumbest people could not do those
things.

Not only is it true that they are very intelligent, it is also true that they
may be Christians. I would not for a single moment say a man is no
Christian because he tries now and then to stir up a little faction in the
church of God. The Apostle Paul gave credit to the Corinthians for being
Christians. In addressing the letter to them he calls them saints; he calls
them children of God in Christ Jesus; nevertheless he calls attention to the
fact that though they are Christians they are very weak, little old babes,
carnally minded. “And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto
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spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.” There are so
many people who let the flesh rule instead of the spirit, and there 1s a great
deal of flesh about all of us; there is a good deal of that envy and strife that
we find recorded in this verse found in the hearts of all people, and unless
we let the spirit of God reign instead of this evil spirit and flesh that is
within us, we will always be more or less disturbing the people in the
church and raising factions. I am not speaking tonight on this subject
because I have sought a special text. You all know that these texts were
selected long before I was born; you know that they are found in this order
in your own hymnbook; and it is my duty, as a minister of the Gospel to
explain these texts as we go along, fearless of any one’s feelings and
fearless of any one’s criticism. I say then, giving credit to all people who
may raise factions in the church, they may be Christians but oh, what weak
little Christians they are! Old babes.

Not only is it true they may be Christians, but 1 say they are really
carnally minded; the right power is not on top yet. When I ask the question.
Are you jealous, the answer is invariably, No. You never saw a really
jealous person in all your life acknowledge jealousy, yet you will find it in
the hearts of nearly all people; and when that jealousy reigns and rules, it
robs people of all decency, of all sense, and makes them do the dumbest
things that can be done when they think it is very smart. The result is that it
brings about little factions here and there, just as the Corinthians were all
wrought up over small things that virtually amounted to nothing.

2. Quarrel About The Preacher

Another kind of babes in the pew are those that quarrel about the preacher.
We read in the twelfth verse of the first chapter:

“Now this I say that every one of you saith, [ am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas;
and [ of Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the
name of Paul?”

Time and again in this epistle Paul calls attention to the fact that these
factions in the Corinthian church were all the time quarreling about the
preacher. There was one faction that said, Give us Paul, the little theologian,
that little hero, that man that has made clear to us justification by faith, that
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man so fearless that he fears neither man nor devil, that man though
homely, and little, and stuttering, is filled with God’s truth, and was
converted on his way to Damascus, had the scales to fall from his eyes,
arose and was born again, and now is a power in the world; give us Paul;
none but Paul will do for our church. Then there were some who were not
so much in favor of Paul; there were some who wanted a good looking
preacher, a big man, a man who could make a good appearance, a man full
of fire, a good speaker, a man who could carry his audience with him, and
so some said. We do not want Paul, we want Cephas, or, in other words,
Peter; we want the man willing to walk on the waters to go to his Savior;
we want the man that plunged into the water to reach his Master; we want
the man who, when he did make a mistake, repented and wept bitterly; we
want the man that preached the sermon on the day of Pentecost; we want
the man that brought thousands into the church in a single day. Then some
said, No, we want Paul; and others said, Away with Paul, give us Peter.
Then some arose in the church at Corinth and said. We are not very much in
favor of Paul, and not very much in favor of Peter; we want a man that has
got the intelligence and education of Paul, and the fire and eloquence of
Peter; one who has the oratory and the diction of an Apollos; we want that
great hero from the south, that great theologian and speaker who will
overshadow Paul and Peter; we want the greatest preacher in the world —
give us Apollos. Then another faction in that same church said, We have
heard a great deal in our church lately about Paul, and we have heard a
great deal about Peter, and we know the faction that would like to have
Apollos, but we would like to have a little more Christ in our church. And
that little faction was right, and the other three factions were wrong, and the
Apostle Paul felt himself constrained to write not only for the correction of
those that wanted Peter, or those that wanted Apollos, but also for the
correction of those that were crying, Give us Paul! Give us Paul! He said.
Was Paul crucified for you? Is Christ divided? Don’t you all see that you
are a set of old babes? Don’t you all see that when you are striking at Paul,
or at Peter, or at Apollos, you are hitting Christ in the face? I am afraid
sometimes some of the members of the churches of Mansfield will find they
are striking Jesus Christ instead of the preacher. You show me a church
where there are factions quarreling and fighting, and you will find it is not
the preacher that is suffering, it is Jesus Christ that is being wounded over
again, and nailed to the cross again; and if people could see, as the Holy
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Spirit is helping us tonight to see, that we should forget the man and listen
to the message; forget that we are standing in the presence of flesh and
blood, and remember that it is God Almighty with His Holy Spirit that uses
men as miracles of grace to bring us one mind in Christ Jesus alone, you
Would not find factions in any church on earth.

3. Pose As Theologians

These factions are wrought not only by those who love to create factions,
and those who will quarrel about the different preachers, but they are
wrought by a class of people who will pose as theologians when they are
making themselves a set of fools. The apostle refers to those in the latter
part of the third chapter when he says:

“Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let
him become a fool that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with
God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. And again, The Lord
knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. Therefore let no man glory in men.”

I know of no more beautiful picture of the old babes in the church who try
to pose as theologians and make themselves fools, than the very words I
have just read. What do I mean? I mean simply this, that when a man has
given his whole life to the study of theology, has given his whole life to the
study of doctrine, and to the study of his own church, then to have some
young man who works in the shops day after day, and never looks in his
Bible from one end of the week to the other, to step up and try to teach that
man theology, that one is an old babe and is making a fool of himself. How
many churches there are where you find these same old babes sitting in the
pews, never trying to study theology as they ought to, who do not know the
doctrines of their own church or the doctrines of the Bible as they ought to,
drawing the conclusion that they are right and all others wrong, trying to
disturb the church and raising factions among the people. Let us be very
careful that we do not remain ignorant of the doctrines of our church. And
when [ say that, [ say it not only to this congregation as Lutherans, but I say
it to you as members of your own church, if you belong somewhere else.
There are too many Baptists in the present day who do not know the
doctrines of the Baptist Church; there are too many Presbyterians who do
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not know what is in the Confession; there are too many Methodists in the
present day who never saw the discipline; there are too many Lutherans
who absolutely do not know why there i1s a Lutheran Church, and the
consequence is that those people, when they do hear an absolutely Lutheran
sermon, are almost astonished and think it is wonderful and say we never
heard such things before. There are some that not only do not know the
doctrines of their church, but they do not know the doctrines of the Bible.
The main thing after all is to know whether what the church teaches is in
the Bible, and whether the things we believe in our church are the things the
Holy Spirit wrote in this Book; and it wedo not study the Bible and know
exactly what the Holy Spirit said, how shall we ever know what the truth 1s?
Therefore 1 say there are conclusions drawn by those who pose as
theologians that are simply lies. It has come to me several times in the last
month that [ have been teaching that little babes not baptized go to hell, and
it is a damnable lie; I do not care who tells it; [ never said such a thing and
everybody knows I never said such a thing. The great trouble is that there
are some people will sit down and listen to something about half way, draw
another half conclusion that is half a lie, and go and tell it for the truth. It is
time we learn the difference between being a theologian and being simply a
man that pretends to be wise and is a fool. I am not calling any man a fool; I
do not know who said it, but somebody has been saying it, and what I ask
of you to do, is to repent of your sins and to come and listen to the Holy
Spirit, and not draw conclusions that were never given.

Il. In The Pulpit

In order that you may know that I am not striking alone at the pew, I tell
you there are old babes in the pulpit as well as in the pew. Our text refers
especially to the ministry.

“Let a man so account of us as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of
God. Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. But with me it is a
very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment: yea, I judge not
mine own self. For I know nothing by myself: yet am not hereby justified: but He that
judgeth me is the Lord.”
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When we look into the pulpit carefully we still find there are old babes
there who do not work as they ought to work; who do not preach as they
ought to preach; and who fear man more than God. By these three marks
you will know the old babes in the pulpit.

1. Not Working Hard Enough

There are old babes in the pulpit who do not work as hard as they should. In
the original language the word “ministers of Christ” reads like this: “The
under-rowers of Christ.” It is a nautical term, pertaining to the navy. The
man who 1s down at the oar rowing is called in Greek: vanpetng, and that is
the very word that here is translated “ministers of Christ.” In other words,
you know very well when the captain stands in the vessel and the under-
rowers are down at the oars, that they not only must work, but they must
work according to orders, and work hard if the vessel is to be propelled.
There you have the picture of the true minister of the Gospel who must be
willing to go down to his oar and pull, and work hard in the ministry. There
seems to be an idea among some people that if they have a boy who has a
weak backbone and is not able to handle the plow, or to work in the shop,
and isn’t worth anything else for any other purpose, they will make a
preacher of him, and it is time that we learn that that kind of preachers are
old babes in the pulpit. What we need in the pulpit is the man of muscle, the
man of brain and training, and a Christian heart, a man who is not afraid to
take hold of anything and lift it up; a man not afraid of work, not lazy; a
man who is willing to toil from Monday morning to Saturday night, and
from the beginning of the year until the end of the year, until the sweat
stands on his face, for the salvation of immortal souls and for the good of
the kingdom of God. It is his duty, I say, to take hold of the oar, and go
down where God puts him, and pull for the shore until he brings them
across the Jordan, saved. But the man who thinks he can sit around in his
study half of the time and do nothing, loaf around with his members and
visit day after day, doing nothing, that man is an old babe in the pulpit. The
man who does not care whether the children are instructed or not; who does
not care whether he works in the Sunday School or not; who has no interest
in the young people; who does not care whether things go or not just so he
gets his salary, I do not care by what name he is known, or what church he
is in, 1s an old babe in the pulpit.
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Not only must he be willing to go down where God puts him, but he
must go up where God puts him. While it is a fact that this term shows the
under-rower on the boat works down below, it also shows he is handling the
oars at the command of Jesus Christ, and not at the command of this or that
man, or of the world. And while therefore we ought to know that as a
servant of God there is nothing too low for us to reach down and help lift
up, we must understand on the other hand that there is no man can stand
above us and lord it over us when we are dealing with the heritage of God.
It is not man that has placed me here; it is not man that has placed a pastor —
a truly called pastor — in any church, but it is God that has placed him there,
through the voice of His people, and he 1s responsible, not to any man, but
to the Captain of our salvation, God Almighty, and if that is not true, then
we have got an old babe in the pulpit.

2. Not Preaching As They Should

It is just as true when they do not preach as they should. “Ministers of
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.” — stewards of the mysteries
of God! Men come to me and say, I cannot understand at all what you teach
about the Lord’s Supper. You say. Take eat, this is My body; you say. Take
drink, this is My blood; I cannot understand it, and unless you explain it to
me [ will never believe it. I want you to understand, my friends, that that
minister of the Gospel who tries to explain to the people what God Himself
never explained, is an old babe. Where did God ever tell you that any man
with a head that will go into a seven and a quarter hat can comprehend God
who can put all the worlds inside of the palm of His hand? It is time we are
getting rid of those little ideas that, if we cannot comprehend what God
says, that we will not believe it. I thank my God that I find very little in the
Bible that I can comprehend. I am like Dwight L. Moody, if I could
comprehend everything I find in the Bible, I would say it is man’s book. I
have in my library no fewer than fifteen hundred volumes by men who have
had great minds, and although I consider my mind small, I have never
found a man’s mind yet that I could not comprehend, but I thank God for
the one Book in my library when I have it there, which I hold in my hand
now, that no man ever yet could comprehend, and consequently no man on
earth ever produced that Book, except by inspiration; it is the Book of the
Holy Spirit; and I say again that the minister of the Gospel who stands
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around and apologizes for not being able to comprehend God, is an old
babe, and the sooner he teaches his people that when God says a thing He
means it, whether we comprehend it or not, the sooner we will all get the
one mind of Jesus Christ. Notice well, “...the ministers of Christ, and
stewards of the mysteries of God.” It is not my realm to explain mysteries;
it is my realm to tell you what God says, and you believe it, and let the
mysteries be mysteries. The Lord’s Supper is a mystery to me and I do not
explain it; I tell you what God says. The resurrection is a mystery; you do
not understand it. Regeneration is a mystery. How can this little babe be
regenerated? Why, how in the name of common sense can an old babe be
regenerated? Do you know? It is a mystery. One thing I do know, that God
will regenerate children. He says so. What are you going to do about it? I
not only know it because He says so; I know I was regenerated myself as a
child.

Not only should they preach the mysteries of God, those who are not old
babes, but I say, on the other hand, that they should be faithful, and the man
that is not faithful to his Master is another old babe in the pulpit. “Moreover
it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” The question should
not arise at all whether our preacher can preach like Paul, or Peter, or
Apollos; the question should arise. Do the things he preaches come from
God’s Word? Are the things he tells us true? Is the message from God? Are
the things he tells us, whether we are willing to hear them or not. Gospel, or
are they law? If so, the thing to do is to know that that man is faithful, and
faithful to his Master; if not, he is an old babe in the pulpit.

3. Fears Man More Than God

The third mark by which you may know an old babe in the pulpit is that he
fears man more than he fears his God.

“But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment;
yea, | judge not mine own self, for I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified:
but He that judgeth me Is the Lord.”

Henry Ward Beecher made the statement one time that when he was
ordained to the ministry of the Gospel, he did not ordain his manhood away.
It seems sometimes, some men, the moment they become ministers of the
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Gospel, seem to think they are not men any more that they may not walk
nor talk nor look like other men, but have got to be about half angels on
earth, and walk around and listen to what everybody says, and try to act in
such a way, that they will just hop and dance as other people pull the string,
like the monkey at the corner of the street. I pity the old babe in the pulpit
that is constantly listening to what somebody thinks or says. Every day in
my visits I am informed how my name is discussed, my preaching
discussed in the shops, one man fights for me, and the other is giving me — 1
don’t know what, neither do I care. If I were an old babe I would run down
to the shop and find out what you are talking about. What do I care for your
judgment? What do I care about what you say? An old babe, I repeat it,
would run around and try to find out what this one says and that one says,
but a man who is a real genuine man and knows the message he is
delivering is true, will deliver it, and when it is delivered, the result is with
the people and with their God. The word here called “man’s judgment”
more literally translated means man’s day. “But with me it is a very small
thing that I should be judged of you, or in man’s day.” This is only man’s
day. I am willing to have these sermons that [ am preaching in Mansfield,
put off for judgment until that day when the graves are all opened and we
stand before our Lord and God, and on that day it does not make any
difference what they said down in the shops, or what they said on the street,
or what anybody said; God will settle matters on that day. And so I say with
the Apostle Paul that I do not care what the people say or think, when I
have done what I believe is right and my conscience tells me is right.
Furthermore, we need not even trust to our own conscience at all times. The
apostle says here: “For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby
justified: but He that judgeth me, is the Lord.”

I hear so many people say: If we just live according to conscience, we
will be all right. Those poor old mothers of the Moabites, take their dear
little children from their own breasts and lay them into the red-hot arms of
Moloch to satisfy conscience. Is it right? There are men right here in this
city who would think they were committing an unpardonable crime if they
were to eat meat on Friday. Is that right? I would have you to remember that
while no man should do anything contrary to conscience, that, on the other
hand, conscience is often in error and may be educated to wrong as well as
right. The Apostle Paul said, I am not going to be judged by you
Corinthians; I am not going to be judged by the people in this day; my
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Judge is coming on that last great day, and when we stand before Him, the
question will not be. Is it Apollos, or is it Paul, or is it Peter; on that day the
question will be. Did you repent of your sins, and did you believe in Christ,
and were you faithful unto Him until death? Paul virtually says to those
Corinthians, 1 have little patience with you old babes; you have been
quarreling and having your strife to tear down the kingdom of God instead
of repenting and trying to build it up, and my message not only to this
congregation tonight, but to every congregation in the world, is this, instead
of trying to find a little party here and a little party there, to stir up a faction
here and a faction there to hurt Christ, the thing to do is to get down on your
knees, look into your own hearts through the law of God, and find your own
faults and your own sins, and repent of them, and pray for the rest of us and
help to work together for the spreading of God’s kingdom on earth, instead
of stirring up strife against the Lord and Master who died to purchase His
church.

In conclusion, let me call attention to the fifth verse of our text:
“Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both
will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the
counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God.” Judge
nothing before the time, until the Lord come, for then all deeds will come to
light; all thoughts will become visible, and all will get all the praise they
deserve. Oh, what a thought to take home with you. This as Advent. We are
not only thinking now of the Christ that shall be born, but we are thinking
now of the Christ that has been born and we commemorate His birth and
think of His coming to judge the quick and the dead; and when that day
comes, [ tell you, my friends, there will be some deeds uncovered that will
astonish us all. On that day it will be seen how men looked up to in the
world have gone to the euchre party and there have won the affections of
other men’s wives, and today are living in adultery with them. On that day
we will discover what it means to have the public dance in the hands and in
the realm of associations in which there are preachers and professed
Christians; and we will discover on that day how preachers and deacons and
members of churches were walking hand in hand, brother with brother, to
help ruin and damn immortal souls. On that day it will be seen how
skeletons will be brought out of closets that will make men tremble and
weak, and make them ask the question, Will not the mountains fall over us
and cover us? But on that great Judgment Day, when death has been
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conquered forever, what good would it do if the mountains did fall on you,
if under them you could never die? On that day there will be revelations
made of which you never dreamed. Oh, what foolishness for people to act
in such a way as to think it will never be seen. The whole life is going to be
uncovered on that day, and the ungodly, damnable deeds that men have
done, will stand before our eyes. Nay, on that great day some things will
come forth that you thought never could come forth, even on the judgment
day — " . . who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and
will make manifest the counsels of the hearts." There are counsels held
today in upper rooms that are contrary to God’s Holy Word; there are
counsels held in lower rooms that are contrary to the voice of the Holy
Spirit; but the worst of all counsels are those that have the devil presiding
over them in the hearts of men, and have never been uttered by the tongue;
and on that day those counsels shall be exposed, and on that day, thanks be
to God, you will all get the praise you deserve. We are constantly fearing
that we may have done something good and some one never heard it; we
are afraid the world doesn’t understand us, and does not understand how
noble we are, and how good we are. The Lord assures us on that great day
when He does come, He will give us all the praise we deserve. “And then
shall every man have praise of God.” I am glad to know there is no man on
earth so low and so mean that there is not a good spot in him; I am glad to
know there 1s no one on earth, on the Judgment Day, no difference how
mean and low he has been, that God will not hold up some little thing he
said or did and show it to the whole universe, as much as to say, He did
these things, and I give him credit for them; but on that day the question
will not be. What did you do, or what did you not do; the question will be
more largely this: You did sin and you know it; by your omission and by
your commission, and you did hear there was only one Savior, Jesus Christ,
and 1 was preached to you, and you know that you heard it, that only
through Me could you find eternal life, and some of you know, you had the
opportunity to accept Me, and you rejected Me; and now you must all bow
your knees before Me in heaven and on earth, and under the earth; every
knee shall how. And those that are saved shall bow before Him in heaven
forever, and the lost shall bow their knees and take eternal farewell into
hell, and that is the end of it. This is God’s Word, and if you have never
heard a sermon before and shall never hear another one, I say to you before
you leave tonight, for the blood of your own skirts would be upon my
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shoulders if I did not tell you the truth, if you do not repent of your sins and
trust wholly and solely in Jesus Christ and unite with His Church,
purchased with His blood, you have no hope of salvation. This 1s Gospel;
this is not the story of an old babe. Amen.
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4. Precious Presents From Paul
In Prison. Fourth Sunday In
Advent.

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto all
men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace
of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. Phil. 4:4-7.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth. Amen.

Dearly Beloved in Christ:

THAT wWAS A MEMORABLE NIGHT when the Apostle Paul at Troas saw in a
vision a man standing before him and crying out: Come over into
Macedonia and help us! Up to that hour in the year 53 there was no
Christian Church in all Europe. The apostle obeyed the voice, went over to
Philippi, and there, through a woman, Lydia of Thyatira, the door was
opened for the Church of God in Europe. It was not long until the Apostle
Paul and Silas were thrown into prison. A young lady who had been
practicing divination for the financial support of her masters, ran after the
Apostle Paul until he turned around and cried to that spirit to come out of
her, and from that moment her masters stirred up a riot, which resulted in
the arrest and the throwing not only into prison, but into the inmost prison,
and into the stocks, these two men of God. There they sat in the midnight
hour with their feet fast in the stocks, happy as they could be in Christ,
singing songs of praise until God Almighty shook the prison, threw the bars
of the gates down and loosed the bands. The jailer was awakened and cried
out: What is wrong in this jail? Yea, he was about to take his own life, when
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Paul cried out: Do thyself no harm; we are all here. Then the jailer,
recognizing that he was in the hands of the Almighty God, fell down before
Paul and Silas and said: Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they
answered: Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house. A few moments more, and the jailer was washing the stripes of the
men, who had been whipped before they were put into the stocks, and in
return Paul and Silas taught them the Word of God, and baptized them that
same hour of the night. And there the Church of God was built and
established on the Rock of Ages, in a prison, by the Apostle Paul, who
heard the voice: Come over into Macedonia and help us. Ten years passed
by, but these Philippians will never forget that first missionary. Paul was a
most independent man. Although he taught as no other apostle did, the
necessity of paying the ministry well, that they might give their whole time
to the salvation of souls, yet himself, in order that the Church might receive
no wrong impression, labored and toiled with his own hands for a living,
and preached the Gospel whenever opportunity was given, and only from
churches like the one at Philippi did he ever accept presents. Ten years
passed, and Paul was down in another prison, in Rome. The little Philippian
church sent a messenger down there with gifts, and Paul was just as happy
in the prison at Rome as he was in the prison at Philippi, and there he wrote
this beautiful epistle, which is full of joy from beginning to end. The whole
message to the Philippians can be summed up in a few words: I am happy
in the prison at Rome, and I want you to be happy who were established in
a prison when God Almighty shook it up there ten years ago.

We are standing this evening before the threshold of another coming
Christmas, and I want to give you tonight:

Precious Presents From Paul In Prison

I am sure you would be glad to get two beautiful presents from the Apostle
Paul, and here they are:

I A Christmas harp.
II. A Christmas song.

l. A Christmas Harp.
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1. Its Strings and Strength
I would have you notice the strings and the strength of this harp.

“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.”

The peace of God! In those words I find the strings to this beautiful
Christmas harp. A harp means music, and it means harmony, and perfect
harmony can never be found on earth until we have the peace of God; and
the peace of God is the peace that we have with God and with our fellow
men. You will remember that when Isaiah spoke of the coming Savior, he
said His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. He was known as the Prince of
Peace long before Isaiah wrote those beautiful words. He was known as the
Prince of Peace by the angels when they sang that song on the morning of
creation. When the angels came and sang for the shepherds, each one did
not sing his own song; they sang a song that was harmony; a song of the
same words, and they ran like this: Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men. In other words the angels knew that the
little Child born in Bethlehem was the promised Prince of Peace; and they
knew that He was the one Mediator between God and man; they knew that
He was the only one that ever was, or ever would be, who could make
peace between a just and righteous God and a lost and condemned sinner
who has enmity against God. And so this one Mediator, this Prince of
Peace, with His hand divine held to the Father, and with His hand human
took hold of our race and said: The Son of man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost. The Prince of Peace! You and I are by nature lost; you
and I are by nature haters of everything that is glorious and holy in God’s
sight, but here comes the Prince of Peace and works faith in our hearts, and
by that faith we take hold of Jesus as the only Savior, and when we have
Him as our Savior, then we have got His righteousness, and having His
righteousness we come home to the Father in Jesus Christ. We learn in the
Word of God that when a man has been baptized into Christ he has put on
Christ. If it were possible for one of you to put on my child, you could
come into my home and live with me as my child. The very moment you
and I accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and are baptized in His name, we put
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Him on, and, having Him on, we come home, and His Father is now our
Father, and we have peace with God; and that is the first string on the harp
that Paul sent as a Christmas gift to the Church at Philippi, and it 1s the
same string he sends on the harp to you and to me as a Christmas gift in
1904.

But a harp with only one string is not a good harp. The peace of God is a
string also that brings peace between man and man. In the days when the
angels sang: Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will
toward men, the nations of the world were at war with each other; then
every nation was trying to fight its way with the sword and to win more
territory by cutting into the wounds that let out the blood. You all know the
history of the world has been written with a pen dipped in blood; but you
also know that where the Spirit of God reigns, man is opposed to war. They
tell us that the Church itself has had a thirty years’ war. Suppose it has. |
will tell you in the first place that that thirty years war was not carried on by
the people who knew the Gospel of Christ, but was carried on by people
who had mixed their religion with paganism. But suppose it were true that
the Christian Church had a thirty years’ war, what is that in comparison
with the six thousand years’ war that the devil and the world have had? The
Lord, our God, I repeat it, wherever He can plant His Spirit in the souls of
men, plants there a conscience that is now void of offense and can go home
to the Father; but by that same conscience, when God has made peace
between me and Him, I want peace with my fellow-man. I know of no
better test of true Christianity than simply the desire for peace. Whenever
you find me trying to make war with my brother, you can make up your
mind I am at war with God. Whenever you can show me as one desiring to
stir up anything else but peace, you can make up your mind, there is
something wrong between that one yet and God. A true child of God wants
peace with the Father, and peace with his fellow men. I do not mean to say
by this that when we are true Christians that everybody loves us. Indeed
that is not true. The Lord Jesus Christ said to His disciples that they should
be hated; that they should be persecuted; and Jesus Christ Himself was
hated and persecuted, and was killed by people who had false religions;
consequently I tonight come to you with this admonition: Let us not enter
upon the following Christmas with hatred in our hearts toward any one; let
us get rid of the spirit of revenge. Oh, may the Apostle Paul from his prison
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in Rome send you his harp tonight, and that harp is peace with God and
peace with your fellow men.

2. Its Strength
We have now noticed the strings of this harp; let us notice its strength.

“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.”

The keeper is always supposed to be stronger than the thing kept, and here
we are told that this peace of God is so strong, that it shall keep our hearts
and keep our minds, and all this through Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ
being the Son of God, is the Almighty God: and this peace coming from the
Prince of Peace, 1s as Almighty as Christ Himself; therefore if you have got
the peace of God of which I speak, you have got a harp so strong that it
holds the heart and holds the mind, and when it holds the heart, it holds a
very slippery thing. As I have told you often, the heart of man is very
deceitful; the heart of man is one of the hardest things in the world to hold,
but the peace of God can hold it, and the peace of God through Jesus Christ
can keep it pure and keep it undivided, and make it rich. When temptations
come to the one who has peace with God, he says, Away with your
temptations; there was a time when I could have been tempted with this or
with that offer, but now I have the peace of God in my heart; away with
your offer; my heart now says away with anything that will disturb the
peace that I have with my God. Not only does it keep the heart pure, but it
keeps it undivided. A man who has not got the peace of God is always
living a divided life; one day trying to do this, and the next trying to do that;
one day he makes up his mind to be a better Christian, and the next day
seeing the promise of gain by committing a little sin, he goes and commits
it, never exactly sure where he stands; but when a man has the peace of God
in his heart, that heart says, Now I am kept by the peace of God; now my
heart is undivided; my whole attention now is homeward and heavenward; |
have no continuing city here, but I seek one to come, and anything that will
keep me away from my church, from my God, from my communion with
God in heaven, must go away; my heart is held by the harp sent from the
prison by Paul.
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It is not only an undivided, but a rich heart. When the Holy Spirit takes
hold of a man’s heart. He fills that heart with Himself, and from that
moment he 1s rich in God. Have you never noticed how poor some rich
people are? Wasn’t that man a poor man who tore down his houses and
barns and built larger, and said to his soul. Now, my soul, rest in peace, eat,
drink and be merry, and so on; that night God came to him and said. Thou
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee. Wasn’t that a poor, rich
man? And wasn’t that man who sat upon the throne dressed in purple, not
willing to go down to the gate and even alleviate the hunger of poor
Lazarus, wasn’t he rich in this world? When he went down to hell and cried
out to Abraham to send Lazarus to fetch a drop of water to cool his burning
tongue, wasn’t that rich fool poor? Poor Lazarus lying down at the steps of
the rich king, was rich because he had in that heart of his the peace of God;
and the rich man on the throne was poor because he had not peace with his
God. There you get the strength of this beautiful harp through Jesus Christ.

It not only keeps the heart, but it keeps the mind.

“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.”

Keep the mind! I do not know of anything sadder in all the world than to
say of one of the family, he has lost his mind. Rather would I follow one of
my family to the grave than to take that one to the hospital for the insane,
and yet you and I may soon be called upon to take some of our dearest ones
to that hospital. It is no disgrace, as people used to think, to find people
mentally sick; you can become mentally sick just as quickly as you can
become physically sick, and some of the smartest people in the world may
soon be where it must be said of them, they have lost their minds; but the
thought that I want to impress upon you is this: Not all who have lost their
minds are in the State Hospital. It sometimes hurts some people to tell them
if they are not Christians, that they are insane. I do not mean they are insane
from a worldly standpoint, but I do mean that from a spiritual standpoint a
man living in this world, if he does not believe the Word of God, he is
spiritually insane; his mind is lost until it is found by the peace of God, and
when the peace of God has found your mind, it holds it, and then, my
friends, you have got something that surpasses even your own
understanding. “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
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shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” The understanding
is not greater than the mind, but there is a peace of God which is greater
than your understanding, and consequently greater than your mind and,
therefore, can hold your mind and keep it. You need not go very far to see
these things. Take the history of the Apostle Paul himself; the Apostle Paul
as an attorney could have made his mark as a statesman; the Apostle Paul as
a linguist could have made his mark in some great university; the Apostle
Paul as a plain citizen of Rome might have been free and held the
multitudes under his swaying voice as a politician; the Apostle Paul, with
all his gifts, might have accumulated wealth; but instead of that he goes out
into the world and allows himself to be stoned, and whipped and scourged,
thrown into prison, treated worse, the world would say, than a dog; and yet
all this time he is as joyful as a bird, singing songs of praise, sending out
messages of joy all over the world. Do you understand that? The world does
not. It surpasses all understanding. But there is one thing in that great heart
that some people never have, he has peace with God, and no difference
whether he is put into jail at Philippi, or thrown into prison along the island
of Miletus; whether he 1s swimming for his life, or has the serpent hanging
on his arm, no difference where Paul is, he has peace with God, and that
peace makes him willing to endure all things for Christ’s sake, as he says
here:

“Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith
to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: everywhere and
in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer
need. I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

There you have the mind of Paul, held by the peace of God which passeth
all understanding.

You need not go over to the prison in Rome to find this demonstration of
the wonderful power of peace; you can find it in your own lives. I have in
mind tonight a dear, sweet mother, happy as any mother that ever walked on
earth; she has no income; she depends day by day wholly and fully on God;
today He sends a friend here, another one tomorrow, to give her a dime or a
dollar, and she lives right on as happy as any person on earth can be. It
passeth all understanding. People not having the peace of God as she has,
would cry out: What will I do to live? Where will I get my clothes? What
shall T eat? How shall I keep warm? worrying day and night; but this
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woman, held by the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, has her
mind wrapped up in a power that is in the hand of the Almighty God. This,
my friends, is the Christmas harp that the Apostle Paul sends from the
prison as a present to you and to me.

Il. A Christmas Song

Together with this harp from the Apostle Paul comes another gift from him,
and that is a Christmas song, with its substance and its singers.

1. Its Substance

“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto
all men. The Lord is at hand.”

The substance, then, of this song, is: Rejoice forever in the Lord; and The
Lord is at hand.

There is no question, my friends, about the fact that every person loves
to enjoy himself. There i1s no one in this audience who does not seek
enjoyment, and who does not seek the greatest enjoyment, and 1 would be
the last man on earth to try to rob you of the greatest enjoyment which you
have; but there is one thing I love to do, and that is to lift people above the
low enjoyments to higher enjoyments; above enjoyments that are only
temporary and lead to death, to enjoyments that are high and can be kept up
forever. Paul never was opposed to joy. Indeed, as I said, this epistle is full
of rejoicing in the Lord. “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say,
Rejoice.” If there ever was a happy man on earth, it was the Apostle Paul.
The Apostle Paul never complained that he could not play euchre any more;
he never complained that he was forbidden to dance any more. You could
hardly imagine the Apostle Paul enjoying a good euchre game; you can
hardly imagine him enjoying a public dance, and much less a round dance;
you can hardly imagine him sitting down in prison with a big long pipe and
smoking, and wondering why the Church does not prosper; you cannot
imagine the Apostle Paul ever asking the question, How can I have greater
enjoyment than I now have? There was no power in heaven nor on earth,
anywhere, that could rob him of his joy after he found peace with God;
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consequently he wants to send the song out into the world that we should
raise above these low things. Just because a king was crazy one time and
learned how to play euchre, is there any reason why all the Christian people
in the world should act that game out again and find their highest enjoyment
there? We are not trying to rob the people of certain joy. Why should we get
our highest enjoyment in the pleasures that can be engaged in by lunatics all
over the world? I have stood at the doors of the insane asylum at Columbus
and have watched lunatics dance. I have never seen any Christian that could
dance any better; never. Do not allow yourself to call a thing that lunatics
can do; do not allow yourself to call a thing a monkey can be taught to do,
or that an elephant can be taught to do, your highest enjoyment. The
Apostle Paul called attention to the fact that there is a joy that is above the
animal; that there is a joy that is above little minds; that there is a joy so
high that it will not only be above the low — and you all know that the
lowest people in the world love to engage in the things I have mentioned —
that there is a joy so high, I say, that man must get up by the power of the
Almighty God to enjoy it. What I would love to do, as a man of God, is to
invite you to the highest joys that can be obtained, and these are the ones
that have peace from heaven and peace to the earth, and shall abide when
you have closed your eyes in death, with God forever and forever. Then let
your joy be in the Lord forever; this is the first part of the substance of this
beautiful gift of Christmas song.

And then, in the same connection, he says: “The Lord is at hand.” One
reason why the Apostle Paul was always so happy, no difference where he
was, was because he realized the fact that he was never alone; that the God
that called from heaven and said: Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me? was
the same God that said: Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world; that He was the same God who said: Where two or three are
gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them; the same
God that sent a man in a vision and said: Come over into Macedonia and
help us. Paul obeyed the call and went over there and established the
Church. When they put him in the prison and fastened his feet into the
stocks, Paul did not cry; he did not worry at midnight when others were
sleeping; he recognized the fact that there were three of them in prison, Paul
and Silas, and God; and consequently he said, The Lord is at hand, and I
will sing a song of praise to Him; and while he was singing that song of
praise, God Almighty, who was with him, took hold of that prison and
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shook it, and thereby shook Europe; and by shaking Europe, shook the
world. God was with him. That is the song for Christmas that Paul would
send out from the prison to you and to me.

Not only is the Lord at hand in Philippi, but in Rome. It made no
difference whether in prison, or on the ship, or on the island of Miletus, or
in the prison at Rome, God was with him, and God being with him, he said.
Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, Rejoice." I believe the apostle
Paul thought in his day that the world would not stand as long as it has
already stood; I think he looked in a vision beyond that day when the
church should spread from land to sea, to that hour when Christ should
come with all His holy angels again; I believe he thought the time was not
far off when Christ should come to judge the quick and the dead, and
therefore cried out, “The Lord is at hand.” If it was not very far off in those
days of Paul, Oh, how much nearer it must be today! We can all sing that
song tonight, “The Lord is at hand.” And now, that the Christmas spirit is
moving the world, and the streets are crowded with the purchasers of gifts,
and the church bells are already calling us to prepare to sing: “Christ is
born,” this song of Paul is especially appropriate: “The Lord is at hand.” It
will not be long until there will be such a Christmas as there never was
before and never shall be again; when not only a few angels, but all the
angels shall take part, and not only all the living, but all the dead shall rise,
and we shall stand before God face to face. Oh, what a Christmas that will
be! “The Lord is at hand.”

2. The Singers

Let me call your attention a few moments to the singers. We have heard the
substance of the song — what about the singers? In the first place they must
let themselves joyfully down, and then lift all their cares prayerfully up.
They must let themselves joyfully down. “Let your moderation be
known unto all men.” This word moderation has been translated many
times, and there is no one word in English or in German that can express
fully what the Greek word means. Some good translators have translated it
as gentleness; some as being affable; some as being meek; some tender,
careful; avoiding all extremes; not trying to make everybody think as you
do about things that are not settled by the Word of God. In other words,
there are some people who are always very unhappy for the reason that they
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have ideas of their own and think that everybody must think just as they do,
and if they do not, they are in trouble. The apostle Paul says virtually this:
There are some things that are settled by the eternal Word of God; hold fast
to them until you die; but when it comes to things pertaining to questions of
right or wrong, outside of the moral law; when it comes to the things of this
world, dealing with different individuals, under different environments,
learn to be all things to all men; learn to be moderate in all things, and let
this moderation be known unto all men. In other, words, let yourself down
joyfully, and do not stand up as the only lord of lords and king of kings, but
rather as a poor humble sinner saved by the grace and mercy of God, with
your heart and mind held by His peace, and if you do so, then you will have
a joy that will make you sing; that will make you happy forever and forever.

And right in this connection I will say that the way to be really happy, is
always to lift your cares up by prayer. “Be careful for nothing; but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known unto God.” There are so many people in the present day
calling themselves Christians who seem to even boast of being in trouble;
full of cares; wondering why God did this and why He did that; weeping
and moaning and finding fault with Providence. I have called attention to
this matter before, but whenever the Word of God presents it again, I shall
present it again. There is nothing that has hurt the church of God so much
as the inconsistency of professed Christians. Ministers of the Gospel, who
proclaim the everlasting Gospel of peace, when they are in trouble
sometimes act like little children; and some times professed Christians, who
all their lives have sung, “When we cannot see the way, let us trust and still
obey” the first time they are in trouble they are downhearted, believing that
God has forsaken them, worried about this and that; and I say again,
nothing has ever hurt the church more than the inconsistent actions of
professed Christians. Why is it that some Christians have got so much
trouble all the time? It is because they are trying to put their troubles down,
and whenever you try to put your troubles down they will rise again.
Troubles are like rubber balls; when you knock them down, they will
bounce up. There is only one way to get rid of troubles, and that is to push
them in the direction they want to go. They want to rise. Then lift them up,
and hold them up to the throne of God and keep them there forever. “Be
careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” The Christmas
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song must have that thought in it: Whatever your trials and troubles are, lift
them up to the throne of God. There are four expressions in that verse I
would have you remember: The one is prayer in general. Commune with
your God. God talks to you through His Word. You talk to Him with your
prayers in general. But, my friends, there is more in this than simply a
prayer. “But in everything by prayer and supplication.” Prayer is talking
with God; supplication is pleading with God; prayer is conversing
pleasantly with God; supplication is begging with tears of God. The way to
lift those troubles away from you forever is to thank God that you saw them
and had them. I know from my own personal experience, and I proclaim
this as the rule for every Christian: No difference what your trials are,
whether sickness, financial loss, or death, the first thing you must do is to
remember that God intended that affliction for a purpose. It was a training
for you; it was to lead you nearer heaven. The first thing you must do with
your troubles is to get down on your knees in order to get under them, thank
God for them, and rise with them and supplicate them to heaven, and keep
them there. And then; as a final act in your prayers, tell God just exactly
what you want, and let your requests be made known unto God. Whatever
trials and troubles you have got, whatever prayers you have that you desire
answered, go to Him in all simplicity and say: O my God, this is the thing
that troubles me; this is the thing I want light on; show me day by day how
to go, how to live, how to pray, and I will trust Thee day by day; and then,
when you pray as I have told you tonight, with the peace of God all around
your heart and all around your mind, surpassing all understanding, you will
rise with a new life and a new joy, and you will be happy — happy through
your life, and after death happy forever. This, my friends, is another present
from Paul in prison.

In conclusion, I see as I look back in history a beautiful constellation of
three bright stars, that may help you and me to receive these presents
joyfully. I see in history the names of three mothers: Nonna, Monica, and
Anthusa.

Nonna is a star in the constellation of history that will help every mother
to know how to live. She was the wife of a heathen of Capadocia; her desire
was that she might some time or other give to the world a noble son; she
believed it was all wrong as a Christian to mourn. Her prayer for a son was
answered. She not only received a son, but a daughter and two sons. The
first one she called Gregory and the second she named Caesar. When little
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Gregory was born, she ran to the temple where her own heathen husband
had become a minister of the Gospel, and laid his little hands on the Word
of God, and prayed that he might be a mighty man of God. Little Gregory
had all the traits of his mother; Caesar the traits of his father. These two
boys grew’ up, and one became a mighty statesman and physician; the other
became one of our great church fathers. When Gregory the father died, after
whom the son was named, this son preached his funeral sermon; the mother
went to the funeral, not with black on her hat; not with a black dress on, but
she clothed herself in white; she did not shed tears; she sang songs of praise
to the heavenly Father. Her impress on her children and on the nation was
so great that her name has come down in history as one of the great Godly
mothers. When her hour came to die there was only one of the family left
besides herself, and that was the one whose little hands were laid on the
Bible and he himself dedicated to God. When her last hour came, she went
to the temple and held to the altar with one hand and with the other lifted up
said: “God be merciful to me, my King Jesus,” and went home — A bright
star in the constellation of mothers.

Right in this same connection let us not forget Monica, the woman born
in Africa in the year 332, who married a man who was rich and famous —
Patricius. Her prayer was that she might give to the world a son who might
be a great power. Early in the boy’s career the father died, himself having
been brought to Christ by this Godly wife. This boy, at the age of seventeen,
plunged into sin. He was a brainy young man, but instead of supporting his
mother as we would expect a young man to do when the father is dead, he
deserted her and plunged deeper and deeper into sin. Monica prayed for that
boy day and night, and at last she was so discouraged that she felt like
giving him up as a lost man. Standing one day in the presence of a great
bishop, the tears rolling down over her face, she said: “I have just about
given up praying for my boy;” but the bishop said, “Monica, no son of
those tears can ever be lost,” and she took new courage. But time passed on,
and she gave up a second time. That night she went to bed and she had a
dream, and in that dream she was crying bitterly; she saw the vision of a
young man coming up to her bed saying to her: “Woman, why weepest
thou?” She answered: “I have a son; his father is in heaven, and the boy is
lost, and I can not help but weep.” The vision said: “Weep not, thy son
standeth here,” and she opened her eyes, and there stood Augustine by the
side of her bed. She took new courage and prayed again, and again and
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again, for nine long years she followed that boy with her prayers. At last at
the age of twenty-seven he said: “I am going to leave you, mother; I can
stand your prayers no longer; I am going to Rome,” and started down to the
shore of the Mediterranean Sea, but who was standing by his side but
Mother Monica. “I will follow you wherever you go.” Evening came, and
the boy, in order to deceive his mother, said, “I am not going to Rome,” and
the mother went over to the temple and thanked God that the boy now had
returned; and while she was in the temple praying, he jumped on board and
crossed the big water to Rome. She came back, and the boy was gone, but
her prayers had not ceased; she prayed God to show her the way, and the
mother gathered up her money and went from Africa to Rome, followed
him day by day until, at the age of thirty-three, and her age of fifty-six, she
had brought him to the Savior, and, baptized in the name of the Father, Son
and Holy Ghost, they had resolved to go back to Africa. A fever overtook
the mother; nine days she lay there helpless; the boy, a child of God,
watching over her — the same boy that God showed her in a vision long
before — this son of prayer, who became the greatest church father; and on
the ninth day, instead of going to Africa, she went home to her God. —
Another star in the constellation of Christian mothers.

I have in mind still one more, and that is Anthusa. Anthusa was the wife
of the great General Secundus, who, also a heathen, was brought to the
Savior by this praying mother. Her prayer was: “O God, give me a son of
this great General Secundus.” Soon after the general died, and when she
looked down into his grave she said: “I shall love thee, my husband, in thy
son,” and from that day she took that son to her bosom, and prayed for him
day and night until lie was fifteen years of age, and then she was called
home. This son never forgot that mother’s prayers; he became the patriarch
of Constantinople; he became the greatest orator of the age; he proclaimed
the Gospel of Christ with power such as was not proclaimed to the days of
Luther, and the world said he is golden-mouthed, and consequently gave
him that beautiful name — Chrysostomus.

Let us learn from these mothers how to live; let us learn from them how
to pray; let us learn from these mothers how to celebrate Christmas, and
how to rejoice. Let us learn from Nonna, if we must go to the funeral, to go
dressed in white; if we must go to the funeral, take the hymnbook and
praise God for the higher life of those who have passed beyond. Oh, the
darkness of the faith that will moan when the kind hand of God has lifted
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our dear ones to the throne on high! May the day soon come when the
Christian Church will rise above the low level of the heathen, when we will
tear off the black robes of sorrow, and put on the white garment of peace,
and rise, with songs of praise, at the graves of our dead. Amen.

Prayer

O God, our heavenly Father, we thank Thee for that great Christmas gift,
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and the Son of man, the one Mediator
between God and man. We thank Thee for the peace which we have through
justification in Him. And now we pray Thee, O Lord and God, that Thou
wilt impress the message of the evening upon the hearts of all those who
have heard it. Lord forbid that any who have heard this message tonight,
should pass this Christmas as a child of the devil. Do Thou give us Thy
Holy Spirit, and convince us of sin, and of righteousness and of judgment.
Help us to see that there is a better way to live and an only right way to live,
and that is as a true child of God. Oh, do Thou help that we may all at this
coming Christmas have Christ as ours, in our homes and in our hearts, and
as the message to proclaim to our fellow men. Lord God, do Thou visit the
homes of the poor and the needy everywhere, and move Thy children to be
kind to all who need special kindness. Help us, heavenly Father, to
remember that it makes no difference whether the skin i1s black or white,
whether from noble or fallen families, that the soul is precious, and that to
care for one of these is to care for Christ Himself. Give us a fullness of
faith, such as we never possessed before. Lift us into the realm of Thy
spirituality which shall enable us to accept the gifts of Paul, the Christmas
harp, and the Christmas song; help us to play it with deft fingers and to sing
it with a heart full of praise. We ask this all in the name of Jesus, who
taught us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; Give us this day our
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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5. The Wonder Of All Wonders.
Christmas.

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in
this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Savior Jesus Christ; who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from
all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. Titus 2:11-
14.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth. Amen.

Beloved in Christ:

To SEE THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE Who have come here this icy evening into the
temple of God would, in itself be very wonderful, were it not for the great
truth that Jesus Christ is more wonderful. The prophet said: “His name shall
be called Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace;” and when you remember that all these names fit the newly
born Christ-child in the crib of Bethlehem, it is not surprising that people
should make a special effort to come to God’s house, not only on
Christmas, but any other day, to worship Him, who is the only Savior of the
world. God 1s wonderful in every attribute. Creation i1s wonderful. Just
imagine nothing in space but darkness, and God saying: Let there be light;
and there was light. Wonderful! Imagine no earth in space and God saying.
Let there be a world; and there are the hills and the mountains and that
globe rolling in space, and nothing to hold it but the Word of God.
Wonderful! Not only is creation wonderful, but Providence is wonderful.
Some things have lost their wonder because of their ever-presence. When a
man takes a grain of corn and plants it in the field, and from that one grain
brings home in the fall an ear with a thousand grains, we seem to think
there 1s nothing wonderful about that, and yet it is wonderful. If, this

69



evening, I were to take some shot and plant them in a field, and in a few
months by watering and hoeing those shot, you would discover a shotgun
growing up, you would say that 1s wonderful; and yet it would not be any
more wonderful than for a grain of corn to bring a thousand grains of corn.
We have not solved the mysteries around us any more than the mysteries
imaginary. A man who sows his wheat and reaps his harvest, is reaping just
as much a wonder of God as he would if he planted Jews-harps and reaped
pianos. We see the little bird as it sits on the nest in the tree over the little
blue eggs, and in a short time we notice the mother-bird feeding the open
mouths of her little ones; and in a short time these little ones, with feathers
on their wings, fly from branch to branch, and sing, and we forget that this
is just as wonderful as that the planting of a violin should bring forth a
piano to fly from world to world. Not only is Providence wonderful, but
regeneration i1s wonderful. When man by nature is an enemy of God, and
yet, without any perceptible action on God’s part, he becomes a newly born
man, loves God, and would die for him, it i1s wonderful. It has well been
said by some theologians that regeneration is the greatest wonder there ever
was; and yet there is another wonder that possibly is even greater than
regeneration. Before I give you the great wonder of all wonders, I would
call your attention to the fact that all the great acts of Christ were
wonderful. That the God-man should die on Calvary’s hill is wonderful.
That the Rock of Ages, that plays with the stars on the ends of His fingers,
should sleep in a rock is wonderful. That He should rise from the dead is
wonderful. That God, with outstretched hands should begin to ascend,
higher and higher, until He goes home to the Father on Ascension Day, to
sit on the right hand of the Father, there to remain and rule the universe
until He shall come to judge the quick and the dead, is wonderful. That on
the day of Pentecost one hundred and twenty in prayer should hear a
rushing and a sound as of a mighty storm, and tongues of fire sitting upon
them, and in a short time these men should speak the languages of the
world, and a few thousand of people should have been brought to the feet of
Jesus, 1s wonderful. But, my friends, there never would have been a
Pentecost; there never would have been an ascension; there never would
have been a resurrection; there never would have been a crucifixion of
Christ, had it not been for the wonder of all wonders, the Incarnation of
God. I invite you this morning to the manger of Bethlehem, to show you:
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The Wonder Of All Wonders

And the wonder is this, that in that little box you find all the grace and all
the greatness of God. “For the grace of God, that bringeth salvation, hath
appeared to all men;” and that same grace is called in another verse, the
great God. “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of
the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ.” now the fact that Jesus Christ
has 1n His little body in that little manger at Bethlehem all the grace of the
great God, and the greatness of God in Himself, is the wonder of all
wonders. Let us this morning go to that wonder of all wonders, and there

I. Live.

II. Learn.
III. Look.
IV. Labor.

l. Live

Let us go there to live. “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation, hath
appeared to all men.” Jesus Christ, who lies in the crib at Bethlehem is the
only way to heaven; He is the only Savior of the world; and He is in
essence the means of grace.

He is the only way to heaven

I say, first of all, He is the only way to heaven. When Jacob had taken the
birthright from his brother Esau and slept with his head upon a stone, he
saw a ladder reaching from earth to heaven and the angels of God ascending
and descending, and we are told by one of the evangelists that that ladder
was a type of Jesus Christ, with His two natures, on whom the angels of
God ascend and descend, the only way to heaven. Christ Himself described
that way when He said: [ am the Way, the Truth and the Life, and no man
cometh to the Father but by Me. Wonder of wonders! A little child, in a
little manger, in a little stable, in little Bethlehem, the great ladder that
reaches to heaven! Is not that wonderful?

Not only is He the only way to heaven, but He is the only Savior of the
world. “For the grace of God, that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
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men.” There is a difference of opinion as to whether “all men” ought to
depend on “appeared” or upon ‘“bringeth,” but it makes little difference
which way we construct the sentence. In the one sentence it would read this
way: For the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared;
otherwise it would read as in our text: “For the grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men.” In essence it is all the same. The grace
of God which has been from all eternity, before the foundation of the world
was laid, exhibiting itself in the promise that a Savior would come, now has
appeared. Here this grace lies in that little crib, and this grace is the
salvation of all men, for every man that can be saved. The Apostle Paul,
recognizing this fact, looked into that crib one time and wrote down words
that never can be erased, because God said: Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but My Word shall not pass away; when He said: There Is no other
name under heaven given among men, whereby a man can be saved. At
another time, looking into that crib and then up to the very throne of God,
he said: Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. Why?
Because there is no other salvation for any man on earth than this wonder of
all wonders, the Christ-child, born at Bethlehem.

Now, my friends, in that crib, when you look again, you see the essence
of the means of grace. Lutherans have no trouble in knowing what we mean
when we say “means of grace,” No man has ever been saved except by the
Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit never saved any man except through the
means of grace. The means of grace are the Word of God and the holy
sacraments — in the Old Testament circumcision and the passover; in the
New Testament, baptism and the Lord’s supper; and of the means of grace it
is said, there are three that bear record on earth, the Spirit and the water and
the blood, and these three agree in one. These three agree in the one Word.
These three agree in the one little Child that lies in the crib of Bethlehem —
the little God-man — for without Him there would be no Bible. Take Christ
out of the prophecies and there is no Old Testament left. Take Christ out of
the evangels and you have no evangels left. Take Christ out of the Acts of
the Apostles and the messengers of God are gone. Take Christ out of the
Epistles and there is nothing left but empty words. Take Christ out of the
Book of Revelation and there is no revelation there. In other words, in the
little crib at Bethlehem lies the Word of God that became flesh and dwelt
among us, and without Him was not anything made that was made. Wonder
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of wonders! There lies the very substance of holy baptism. That little Child,
eight days old, is circumcised because He is still under the Old Testament
law. When that little Child enters the ministry He is baptized because He
enters the new covenant. In Him circumcision and baptism unite. In that
little crib of Bethlehem the Paschal lamb and the Lord’s Supper unite in this
one Savior of the world. There can be no baptism without Christ. Did you
ever stop to think that when the Apostle Peter preached on the day of
Pentecost, he never mentioned the name of the Father at all, and did not
mention the name of the Holy Spirit when he said: Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. In other words, the Apostle Peter
recognized the fact that there could not possibly be a baptism without Jesus
Christ 1n it, who lies in the crib of Bethlehem. And the same is true with
regard to the Lord’s Supper. If the Lord’s Supper were nothing but bread
and wine, you could have it without Christ; but in that little crib lies the
God-man; in that little crib lies the One that gives Himself to you in the
Lord’s Supper; in that little crib lies the One that was in the Paschal lamb;
in that little crib lies the One that comes to you and says, Take eat, this is
My body; take drink, this is My blood. This 1s the wonder of all wonders,
that you can have all the means of grace, the way to heaven and the
salvation of the whole world combined in that little manger at Bethlehem.
My dear friends, this is the place to live. Up to the present time I have
not even wished you a Merry Christmas as a congregation. One reason |
have not done so before is this: Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year amounts to nothing if you will not step up to this crib and
look at the wonder of all wonders, and live. In other words, how can you
wish a man a Merry Christmas if you do not at the same time invite him
where he can live? How can a man be happy on Christmas when he is living
the life of a child of the devil? How can you have a Merry Christmas when
you do not know the only way that leads to heaven? How can a man be
happy on Christmas when he does not know if he should die before the next
day, whether he dies a child of the devil or a child of God. As I look around
me today, I do not wish to leave this part of my sermon without a personal
examination in every soul. I want every father in this house this evening,
and every mother, and every son, and every daughter, to ask themselves this
question: Do I live? Have I in me this morning the assurance of eternal life?
As I look into the little manger and see the wonder of all wonders, is this
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Christ mine, and am I His? Wonder of wonders! We want to live. I do not
want a single soul to go out of this house this evening, and then go out into
the world, and go up to the Judgment, lost. For the sake of the mother who
gave you birth; for the sake of your father who begat you; for the sake of
your wife in heaven; for the sake of your dear little children on high; for the
sake of the prayers of the millions of people today for your salvation; for
your own soul’s sake, let me ask you now to come with me to the crib of
Bethlehem and look at the little Child — the Wonder of all wonders. There
lies all the grace of God and all the greatness of God, and if you cannot be
saved there, you cannot be saved anywhere, for in that little crib lies the
Child that 1s to die on Calvary’s hill. He is your Savior. Accept Him. Look
and live. Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth, saith the
Lord, for I am God, and besides Me there is none else. As I live, saith the
Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
should turn from his evil ways and live.

Il. Learn.

And now that we live, let us also learn.

“Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world.”

When you step up to this little crib of Bethlehem, remember that there lies
the Teacher of all teachers; the honest Teacher; the Teacher that wants you
to hate sin; to love righteousness; and to live aright in this present world.
Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, is the message of the Christ-
child; and should we not learn to deny ourselves of sin and lust when this
little Christ child was willing to deny Himself heaven and all His glory to
become our Savior? Oh, let me ask you this evening to hate sin. It was sin
that compelled this holy Son of God to die for you and for me. How can
you love it? You may love a knife, but if you know that that knife has been
murdering people in the past, you do not want to carry it in your pocket. Sin
has murdered my Savior. Will you still love 1t? Oh, hate sin. Learn this
evening, while you behold this Wonder of wonders. Look and learn there,
not only to hate sin, but to hate lust in all its forms. You say, I have such a
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desire to do this, and to do that, which are wrong. Every man on earth has
his pet sins, the very sins that he loves best; those are the very sins that are
the sins of lust, and these sins must be hated until you can separate yourself
from them by the grace of God in the little crib of Bethlehem. Lust will
never grow at the foot of the cross of Jesus Christ. There are some plants
that will grow nearly everywhere, but you cannot plant lust by the side of
the cross and let it vine around and through the wounded hands of the
Savior crucified. Oh, whenever you feel that this passion 1s getting ahead of
you and leading you on to your special sin, whatever it may be, go quickly
and learn of the great Teacher to despise lust and to hate it.

On the other hand, learn of Him to love the things that are good and
holy. We should live soberly and righteously and godly. The word here
translated “soberly,” really means wise. Live wisely, live righteously and
live godly. They were wise men who came from the east to behold the new
born King. You were wise this evening for coming to God’s house and
hearing of this Wonder of wonders. Only wise people will be saved. Those
who reject salvation can never be called wise in this world, nor on the
Judgment day, nor in hell. Live wisely, then. Do the right thing in the right
time, every time. Live soberly and live righteously. The Psalmist sang: The
Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: He
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. That is the
path I want you to walk on — the path of righteousness. Believe in the new
born King; accept His righteousness as your own, and then living, learn;
learn to walk in His path, led by His hand, with one question before your
eyes day and night. Is it right? Is it right? I know of no better advice to give
you all on this. Christmas evening than, first of all, to live in Christ, and
then put the question before you in everything that is to be determined in
the future. Is it right? If it is not right, don’t do it, for God’s sake, don’t do
it. If you are not sure whether it is right or not, don’t do it; the very fact that
you are not sure, is an evidence that it is wrong. When a man does
absolutely right, he knows it, and there is no question about it. These
debatable questions are all wrong, just because they are debatable. We do
not debate whether it 1s right to murder or not; we do not debate whether it
1s right to honor father and mother or not; we do not debate whether it is
right to lie or not. Right is plain, and the answer comes back, Is it right?
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Yes, it is right. In God’s name do it. If it isn’t right, for God’s sake quit it.
Look at the Wonder of wonders this evening, and learn.

And while you learn to hate sin, and to love righteousness and live
godly, remember the time to do it is now. A kind of notion has come
through false teachers, all over the world, that there is a great eternal
progress beyond this life, and that no difference how we live, nor how we
die, away out beyond the grave somewhere, sometime, we are going to
reach the perfection of God Himself, and it is by the false lie that the devil
has planted into the hearts of the people that hundreds and thousands are
going down to hell day after day. This little Savior lying in the crib of
Bethlehem would never have made His bed with the cattle if there had been
a salvation after the judgment. He never Would have come here and
appointed His apostles to preach the Gospel to the ends of the world saying,
then shall the end come, if all this were only the beginning, and the end
should come after a while. The Apostle Paul, recognizing this great truth,
wrote to Titus saying: Live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world. Now is the time to live right, not in a thousand years from now.
Now, the present world. Do you recognize the fact that right now there is a
power in you to live others to hell or to heaven, by your very actions? Look
at the Lord Jesus Christ; Pontius Pilate sitting before Him, our Savior a
prisoner there, in perfect silence; the king with all his soldiers and all the
powers of government back of him, stands and trembles. What makes Pilate
tremble? Look at Daniel Webster making the greatest speech of his life.
Edward Hale says that literally sparks emitted from his eyes. Where did
those sparks come from? Look at the Apostle Paul, a prisoner, with chains
on his hands, standing before king Agrippa, and Felix, and other rulers.
Why should any government on earth be afraid of that little Paul? Felix
trembled because Paul recognized the fact that he is living in the present
world.

In 1848 the cannon were staked on the main streets of Paris; a mob was
coming down the street; the mob did not fear the mouth of the cannon, nor
the soldiers of France, but ran down into the face of the fire, killed the
soldiers and turned the cannon the other way, and were going on further
down. At yonder square stands a little man with his hat off his head, his
hand uplifted. He stopped the whole mob. The captain said: “Stop, down
there stands a man who has lived a righteous life for sixty years. Let’s hear
what he has to say.” That little man drove the whole mob back because he
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recognized the fact that sixty years of righteousness is more powerful than
any mob. the Apostle Paul has these facts in mind when he says to Titus:
Lead the people to the crib of Bethlehem; show them all the grace of God
and all the greatness of God, and fill them with that greatness until they
become a power. A man who has love in his heart, will warm up everybody
around him; a man who has nothing but frozen icicles in his heart, will chill
everybody. A man who is filled with light, is showing others how to live; a
man who is filled with darkness, is showing others how to go to destruction.
And so I invite you all this evening to step up to this crib and hate sin, and
love righteousness, and get filled with a divine enthusiasm that shall make
itself felt.

And this divine enthusiasm is sometimes found in men who do not know
it. We are told in history, that when the great Caesar was taken captive, they
took him out on a vessel conducted by pirates; they took Caesar, the young
man, put the chain around his arm, and tied him down to the oar of the
galley. Caesar began his first day’s work on that pirate ship laughing, telling
jokes, declaiming and making himself merry and all around him, until that
evening they loosed his chains and permitted him to eat supper with the
captain. The next day by his actions already he was the first mate of that
little vessel. By showing the people that he understood more about the
currents and about the shores and about the paths to the vessels of wealth, I
say, they made him mate of that vessel.

The third day he had won over all the soldiers and taken the captain, had
taken the chain from his arm and put it around the arm of the captain and
tied him down to the galley oar. On the fourth day, as captain of that vessel,
he took it as a prize into the Roman harbor. My friends, stop and think what
that means. A boy, with nothing except the power that is within him,
conquered the pirates on the seas and led them captive into the very harbor
of Rome. Caesar as a child of God would have been a power that would
have shaken the world. We have some of these powers, if we would simply
gather around this Wonder of wonders and live as God wants us to live, and
learn as God wants us to learn.

lll. Look

And then we ought to look as God wants us to look.
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“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior,
Jesus Christ.”

Looking for the blessed hope. There is nothing that helps a man along in
this world so much as a blessed hope, one great philosopher said:
“Yesterday I did not live; Tomorrow I cannot live; today I do live.” My
friends, we do not live in the tomorrow; we do not live in the yesterday; we
live now, and in the now we are monarchs of three kingdoms: We are kings
of the past by memory; we are kings of the present by reason; we are kings
of the future by hope. Oh, that blessed hope! Where shall we get it?

Look at the Wonder of all wonders.

The fact that God made the world and gave His only Son to sleep in the crib
of Bethlehem, is an evidence that the plan of God will not be perfected until
the future, and that this Child shall go home and prepare a home for us. Oh,
blessed hope. You may remember today when you were a poor man, with
nothing in the world but the dear wife who had united with you for the
future. You may remember how, before that marriage day, you looked
forward and saw the little home that you would call your own; you saw the
vines that you would plant; you saw the clusters of grapes that would grow
there; you saw the little cradle that would rock that child that should be
born, flesh of your flesh, bone of your bone; and seeing all that in hope, you
rolled up your sleeves and went to work. Life would have been a failure,
had it not been for the blessed hope that led you onward and upward.

Find Him Who Is Coming To Judge

If you want the blessed hope of eternal life, I say again, you must come to
the crib of Bethlehem and see the Wonder of all wonders, and then, when
you look at that child, look not only there for the source of all hope, but
look there and find Him who is coming to judge the quick and the dead.
Paul could not help but glance from the crib to heaven. He thought of the
little Child lying here today a span long; and then thought of that Child as a
grown up man, entering the ministry, dying on Calvary, ascending to heaven
where He 1s, on the right hand of God; he thought of His coming again with
all His holy angels, to raise up all the dead, when we shall stand before him
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on that glorious day, and he said, Now when you celebrate Christmas do not
forget that day.

Look For The Great God

“Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Savior Jesus Christ.” And He is the great God. Oh, Wonder of
wonders! Ludwig Harms said: “I don’t know which is the greater wonder,
the fact that God is so great, or because He became so little.” I do not know
whether to feel the more surprised at knowing that God is greater than all
the firmaments, or to know that He became so small that His mother held
Him on her hand. Here lies all the grace and greatness of God, and this
grace and greatness of God has done wonders. What did that little Child do?
Heaven so far off that the world could never have found it, those little bands
bring heaven down to earth. What has this little Wonder done? The world
full of selfishness, by His own denying Himself, and His own immortality.
He has made the world go out and say: What can I do for my Master? This
Christmas spirit that you see upon the streets, the people thronging up and
down the streets of traffic, into the stores, buying and selling, is all but a
spark of that great gift of the Son of God, and the unselfishness that His
Spirit is bound to plant into the world. He is the great God. What has He
done? He has made the impossible possible. God said: The soul that
sinneth, it shall die. God cannot lie. Man did sin. Before the human reason
of the world it is absolutely impossible that Adam and Eve could be saved,
or their offspring, born in sin, and yet this little Wonder of wonders, who
cannot lie, can take the truth that the soul that sinneth, it shall die, and can
make it possible for the world to be saved, and that is the reason, it is said
that the grace of God hath appeared bringing something the world knows
nothing about; but the Lord Jesus Christ paid the penalty for your death and
mine on Calvary. He was worth it. And now those little hands come and
say: Don’t be afraid of Me; I am your God; I am great, but you never are
afraid of a little child. Did you ever see a person afraid of a little child? Did
you ever see a person afraid of a little babe? Come, ye fathers and mothers.
Come, ye fearful and fearless. Come all and gather around this crib. Do not
be afraid. Here lies the grace of God, a little babe. Take hold of it; it is the
Almighty God, but you don’t need to be afraid. The Son of man is come to

79



seek and to save that which was lost. Here is your hope, your life. Come
live; come learn; come look; come labor.

IV. Labor

Come labor.

“Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us all from iniquity, and purify unto
Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”

The Lord Jesus Christ is not a little, lazy Lord. The fact that He sleeps in
the little crib of Bethlehem is no sign that He did not come to work. He did
come to labor. The apostle says here, “He gave Himself for us.” Oh, the
labor of the Son of God, when He sweat, not only drops of perspiration, as
you and I have, but drops of blood. You see the feet of Him who toiled for
our salvation, bleeding; you see the hands of Jesus Christ, wounded, so that
you can look through them. That is what He did for you and for me. Have
you seen the breast pierced with the sword for your salvation and mine?
Have you heard His moans and groans on Calvary’s hill, there treading the
winepress of God’s wrath all alone? Have you heard Him wooing you with
voice of love, “Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest?”” Have you got the meaning of the words: “God so, so, so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life?” Have you
heard that cry, after that hard day’s work for all eternity, “It is finished?”
What was finished? Your redemption and mine. God labored, my friends.
The Wonder of all wonders.

For Us

The Apostle Paul does not refrain from calling attention to himself in
connection with others. Who gave Himself for us — for you, Titus, and for
me, Paul, and for many other servants of God. He gave this all for us. In
other words, they tell me, Titus, that I work too hard, says Paul, in this
message this evening, they tell me that I might have escaped this prison if I
had simply confessed that I would reject my Savior; I might have been a
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lawyer successful financially and otherwise; I might have been a teacher in
one of the great universities; it isn’t lack of learning nor lack of
opportunities that has made me this prisoner; they tell me I should not toil
as I am toiling, but I cannot forget, Titus, that my Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ bled and died for me, and I cannot help but work; I must work; I am
determined to know nothing but Christ and Him crucified; all the powers of
hell cannot keep me from working. They say I am peculiar. So are all
Christians. “Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”
I hope every one in this house will grasp the voice of the Holy Spirit in this,
that a Christian is a peculiar man, a peculiar woman. A Christian 1s a newly
born creature in this world. A Christian recognizes that Jesus Christ
worked, and worked our salvation out for us; recognizes that he is saved
alone by grace; recognizes that in himself he can do absolutely nothing to
save himself, and when he gets himself filled with this great truth, saved by
all the grace and greatness of the Wonder of wonders, he becomes
enthusiastic to do something for the glory of God and for the welfare of
man, without any worthiness on his part, and that is the peculiarity of the
children of God. Zealous of good works.

How can 1 leave this subject this evening without asking you the
question: Are you really this evening a child of the Wonder of wonders, and
if so, are you really engaged in doing something for God’s glory? Are you
one of the peculiar people of God, that is working as if his very soul’s
salvation depended upon his works, and at the same time trusting in God for
salvation as if his works amounted to nothing? Now I could not be a
Christian, to say nothing of being a minister, unless I would do all that I
possibly could for the upbuilding of God’s kingdom. That is the message
that I want to bring to you this evening. If you have been living a lazy,
worthless, good-for-nothing life; if you have been living a kind of a
treacherous life; if you have been living on the chair of ease and on the
pillow of sleep instead of being wide awake and doing whatever God gave
you the power and the gifts to do for the kingdom of heaven, I still doubt
whether you are a child of God. Do not misunderstand me. Your works are
not going to save you, but your doing nothing may damn you. That is what |
want to say. Your works will not save you, but your bad deeds may damn
you. Remember, my friends, that the law of God not only tells us what to
do, but what not to do, and if you do not do what God says you shall do,
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you are just as big a sinner as if you do what He said you shall not do. |
have almost more respect for an ungodly man who fights for his
ungodliness, than I have for a goody-goody Christian who does nothing.
The fire of the Holy Spirit and the sparks that came in the grace and the
greatness of God at Bethlehem, are enough to kindle the soul, and the brain,
and the heart of every man on God’s earth, if he simply lets it burn.

And now I wish you all a Merry Christmas, and I wish you the Christ-
child, the Wonder of wonders, as you live, love, learn, look and labor until
your day’s work 1s done, and God shall call you home. Amen.

Prayer

O God, our heavenly Father, we thank Thee for this beautiful evening in the
temple of God, and for this opportunity which we have had to feast at this
holy manger at Bethlehem, and for this great lesson that we have learned at
the feet of the great Teacher of all teachers. O Lord, our God, we pray Thee
this evening to help us to live as true children of God; help us to look, and
to learn, and to labor, as it is Thy will that we should do these things. And
we pray Thee, heavenly Father, now that we are going to our respective
homes, to remember that we are spending the last Sunday of nineteen
hundred and four, and help us to remember that we are now spending the
last week for many who shall fall asleep before the bells of the new year
shall ring, and if there are any in this house this evening who have heard
their last message of God, Oh, do Thou help them to hold fast to this
message with all its fullness of the grace and the greatness of God. We pray
Thee that Thou wilt lead those who shall live in the coming year, through
the threshold of that year as dear children of God, zealous of good works.
Give us a strong and living faith in the merits of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, and may this Savior occupy our hearts and there make His throne,
and rule us in all our thoughts, words and deeds, and when finally our day’s
work on earth is all done, not for anything that we have done, but alone for
Thy mercy’s sake, accept us in the name of the beloved Jesus Christ. Amen.
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6. Looking Backward. Sunday
After Christmas.

Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he
be lord of all; but is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even
so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world; but when
the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of
sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an
heir of God through Christ. Gal. 5:1-7.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth. Amen.

Dearly Beloved in Christ:

A Happy NEw YEAR TO YOU ALL! Not often do we find that there is no
Sunday between Christmas and New Year’s Day. The Church of God has
selected a text for the Sunday between Christmas and New Year. This time
that text falls also on New Year’s Day. I shall therefore meditate and speak
today on the text for the Sunday after Christmas, as well as on the text for
New Year’s Day. In the first text we will learn how to look backward, and
this evening, in the regular New Year’s text, we will learn how to look
forward. May the Holy Spirit then enlighten us this morning while we
consider the theme:

Looking Backward

I shall ask you a number of questions — three main questions and possibly
eight or nine others under these main questions
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. Have You Served Your God As You Should
The Past Year?

“Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though
he be lord of all; but is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the Father.
Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world.”

The Apostle Paul wants to show the Galatians that there was a time when
the Church of God was under the law, and was looking forward to that time
when they should cease to be servants of the law, and become true children
of the Gospel. Nevertheless, says he, we must not forget that as children we
are under that law and should try to obey it, and therefore I put the question
this morning, Looking backward, have you tried to serve your God the past
year as you should?

1. Have You Known The Law Of God?

How can we be true servants under the law if we do not know what that law
is? The Psalmist began that beautiful first Psalm by saying: Blessed is the
man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way
of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful, but his delight is in the law
of the Lord. Yes, a true Christian delights in the law of the Lord. I grant that
that word “law” in that Psalm does not refer simply to the moral law, but to
the teachings of God, but we all do know that the moral law is very
comprehensive, and consequently I shall ask you again. In the past year did
you know the moral law? Is it true that there may be some sitting before me
who cannot repeat the Ten Commandments if asked? It does not seem
possible in this enlightened age that that should be true, but I find it true
right along. While I was engaged in college work, I was frequently called
upon to address the graduating classes in High School, and more than once
I found classes with diplomas in their hands who did not know the Ten
Commandments. And if the graduates of our high schools in the present
day, can so graduate without even knowing the moral law, I am sure that I
am safe in asking the question of a large congregation like this, Did you, in
1904, know this law under which you are to serve your God? Did you know
that the first three commandments tell you how you are to love your God,

84



with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength? Did you know that the last seven commandments tell you that you
are to love your neighbor as yourself? And did you know that the first table
of the law told you not only who God was, but how you should not take His
name in vain; and on the other hand, how you should try to keep the
Sabbath Day holy? Did you know your duty to your father and to your
mother? Did you know your duty to those older than you? Did you know
that you were to love everybody and not hate any one, and if you did, that
you were a murderer? Did you know that you should live a pure life, so that
on the Judgment Day you need not stand before your own wife and children
in shame? Did you know that you were not to take things not your own?
Did you know it was wrong to tell a single thing that is not true? Did you
know that even the desire to have what you never should have, is all wrong
in God’s sight? Did you know that if you are living an ungodly life you are
bringing a curse down upon your children for three or four generations to
come; and on the other hand, if you are living a righteous life, you are
bringing down a blessing on your children for thousands of generations?
Did you know that you yourself may have a curse resting upon you that was
brought down by an ungodly great-great-grandfather; and that on the other
hand, you may have a blessing resting upon you that came from your father
and mother, or your grandfather and grandmother, for two hundred and fifty
years back, yea, for a thousand generations? Looking backward, did you
know God’s moral law?

2. Have You Meditated On That Law?

Not only do I want to know whether you knew it, but whether you
meditated on that law. In that Psalm which I just quoted, it is said that the
Godly man meditates upon that law day and night. How could he meditate
on that law in the dark if he did not know i1t? Why did he meditate on that
law? Because he knew it was just; because he knew it was right; because he
knew it would help to make him a better man. I am afraid too many people
do not think of the Ten Commandments enough. We even have trouble to
get our Sunday Schools to say them once a week. It would seem we have
forgotten that God wants that law said, not only once a week, but every day,
on the ends of our fingers, on the door posts, everywhere. I am afraid we
are not meditating, enough on God’s holy law. The other day I stepped into
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our county jail and saw three boys sitting on a bench. I said: “Good
morning, boys, what’s the matter? Been going to Sunday School too
much?”” and then they laughed.

“No,” one said, “that is just the trouble; we didn’t go enough.”

But one said, “I used to go to Brother Gamber’s class.”

I said “Did Brother Gamber teach you to come here and spend your time
behind these bars?”

“No sir, he taught us better.”

“Why didn’t you stay in his class?”

“We didn’t want to.”

What had they been doing? Robbing the Salvation Army boxes. They
did not meditate on God’s law enough. That was the trouble. I want you to
understand that if you have got the Ten Commandments in your homes,
repeated every morning at the table, repeated every day by your children; if
they will sit there at home for ten or twelve years and say every day that
God says Thou shalt not steal, conscience will not allow the boy to go and
rob the church boxes of the First Lutheran Church, or the Salvation Army
boxes. The great trouble of the present day is that we are not paying enough
attention to the Ten Commandments; we do not meditate on that holy law;
we let the world go on and think the children are smart because they go to
high school, and the high school has many corrupt boys and girls, and the
world knows it. They are not meditating on God’s holy law enough. How
have you spent the year 1904, meditating on God’s holy law?

3. How Did You Keep That Law?

Not only do I ask you how you meditated on it, but how did you keep that
law? What effort did you make in the past year to keep the law perfectly as
you could? When the great ruler of England was known as the little Prince
of Wales, he was put under a governess; at the age of six years he had a
little lesson to learn every day. The governess said to him one day:
“Edward, have you got your lesson?”

“No,” He was playing.

She said: “You go right to work and get your lesson first, and then you
can play.”

Little Edward said: “I don’t want to study today,” but the governess said,

“You must study, Edward.”
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“But I don’t want to study.”

“You go and stand right in that corner.”

“I will not stand in the corner.”

She said, ““You must stand in the corner.”

Little Edward got angry and struck through the window and broke the
glass, and said, “I want you to understand that I am the Prince of Wales.”
Then the governess called in his father; the father took the little boy and led
him over to the table, opened the Bible and read the first two verses of
Galatians 4: “Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth
nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; but is under tutors and
governors until the time appointed of the father.” Then the father took the
little ruler and scutched him well, handed him over to the governess and
said, “You give him another scutching,” then placed him in the corner and
said, “I want you to understand there is no difference between you and a
servant, though you are the Prince of Wales; you stand there and study your
lesson, and when you get to be king, I want you to understand you are still
under God’s law.”

You understand what I mean when I say to you this morning. Have you
tried to keep God’s holy law throughout the past year, or have you, like the
little stubborn Prince of Wales, thought you could do as you pleased with
God’s holy law? Examine yourselves this morning.

Looking backward, has God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost been your
only God, or have you been worshiping Baal? Have you uttered an oath
during the past year? If so, let us stop a moment and ask God to forgive
you. How have you spent the fifty-two Sundays of 1904? Where have you
been? Have you kept the Sabbath Day holy? Have you helped to spread
God’s kingdom? You tell me that you only missed now and then because
you were tired. Tired! Others of us are not tired, are we? Others of us are
not doing anything, are we? Who in this church has labored more hours in
1904 than your pastor? Did you find him away from the pulpit because he
was tired? Did you find him sleeping because it was Sunday morning? The
President of the United States last Thursday evening went to prayer
meeting. He runs the United States and has got time to go to prayer
meeting, but you, with your little peanut stand, cannot find time. Shame on
you. How have you spent your Lord’s Days? How have you treated your
father and mother? Last night I was trying to meditate more fully on this
text, and the thought came to me. When did you write your stepmother last?
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Do you know I could not do another thing with my sermon until I wrote her
a letter, and then the Lord helped me again. It may be that you have left
your old father and mother sit down and worry for weeks because you
wouldn’t even write. What have you done with God’s law in 1904? How
often have you had a feeling even toward those that have been praying for
you, a feeling that hasn’t been right, a feeling of hatred, of wishing they
were out of the way? Oh, the treacherous hearts that dwell in our breasts.
We are not to kill, and yet we think that we can have murder in our hearts
and love that murder. How have you kept God’s law? Has your life been
pure? Have you sinned against your husband? Have you sinned against your
wife? Have you sinned against your fellow men? Have you lived chaste and
pure in word and deed? Is all that you possess yours by right, or did you
simply take it because the law allowed 1t? Have you told the truth? Examine
yourselves this morning. Have you kept God’s holy law in 1904?

Il. Were You God’s True Children In The Past
Year?

This leads me to another question. Were you God’s true children in the past
year?

“But when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of woman, made
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption
of sons.”

1. Were You True Children Of God?

I ask you the question on the basis of these two verses: Were you true
children of God during the past year? Did you know that Jesus Christ was
born under the very law that condemns you? I know every one of you feels
condemned this morning. I feel condemned myself. This law that I have
been speaking to you about this morning is so holy and so perfect that no
man on earth can say I have kept it fully. There is not a just man on earth
that doeth good and sinneth not, says the Holy Word. Feeling that we are
condemned under that law, did you know that Jesus Christ was born under
that very law that condemns you? Did you know that when the holy angels
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sang over the crib of Bethlehem, Glory to God in the highest, on earth
peace, good will toward men, that not only the angels were over that crib,
but the law of God was over it, and Christ Himself was born under the law
that He Himself gave, which demanded perfection?

2. Did You Know That Jesus Christ Died Under That Law
That You Might Live?

Let me ask you another question: Did you know that Jesus Christ, born
under that law, died under that law that you might live? It is said here “to
redeem them that were under the law.” Jesus Christ was born under that
law, that He might bear that law for you and for me, and in as much as that
Holy law on you and on me said of every one of us, They are guilty, we are
condemned, Christ with us, not because the sin was His, but because He put
His shoulder under your sins and under mine, and that law which condemns
you and me, drove Him to Calvary; that law put the crown of thorns upon
His head; that law scourged His back; that law pierced His hands and His
feet; that law hanged Him up between heaven and earth; His feet dared not
touch the earth, because the earth did not want Him; His crown did not dare
to reach heaven because the curse of God was on Him; the law over Him
and the curse under Him and around Him, held Him fast on Calvary’s hill.
Did you know in 1904 that Jesus Christ, born in the crib of Bethlehem, was
held fast by His own law, and paid the debt for your sins and for mine, and
thus redeemed us? “To redeem them that were under the law.”

3. Did You Permit Jesus Christ To Fully Adopt You As
His Dear Children?

Let me ask you: Did you permit Jesus Christ in the past year to fully adopt
you as His dear children? What kind of a life have you been living the past
year? There is a great difference after all between a servant and a son. In
one respect, says the Apostle Paul, there is no difference. A son, as long as
he is a child, is like the servant, under tutors and governors, but the time
comes, my friends, when there is a difference between Isaac and Ishmael.
The time comes when Ishmael must be thrown out because he is not a true
son of Sarah; the time when Isaac stays in the home because he is a true
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child; and so I come to you this morning and ask you, Did the Lord Jesus
Christ fully adopt you as His child? “That we might receive the adoption of
sons.” when you were baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy
Ghost, then Jesus Christ adopted you, and from that moment until this you
have been an adopted child. I do not say you have been a good child.
Sometimes adopted children act very ugly, but they are still adopted
children. The moment I adopt a son by law he is my son, no difference what
he does, and so the moment you were baptized in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost, you were adopted by the Lord, and He thereby made a
covenant that He will be a Father to you, and He will care for you and
watch over you, and if you have gone away you must come back, and
repent, and He will accept the adopted son again. My question is: In 1904
were you adopted or were you not? Must you still say, I have no covenant
with God at all; I am still loose from Him; I am still ungodly? Look
backward this morning and ask yourself the question. How have I lived in
the three hundred and sixty-five days of 1904?

lll. Were You True Heirs Of All God’s Riches?

I come to you with a third question, and it is this: Were you, in the past
year, true heirs of all of God’s riches? “And because ye are sons, God hath
sent forth the spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir
of God through Christ.” Oh, what riches God has 1in store for us! If we cease
to be servants and become sons, then we shall fall heir with Jesus Christ to
all the riches of God. I ask you therefore the question again: Were you heirs
of all of God’s riches during the past year?

1. Have You Been Filled With The Holy Spirit By Making
Good Use Of The Means Of Grace?

My first question, in order to lead you to the right answer, will be this: Have
you been filled with the Holy Spirit in 19047 It is said here that the Spirit of
His Son shall be in our hearts. The Spirit of the Son of God is the Holy
Spirit; and now have you, during the past year, made good use of the means
of grace? You understand that the Holy Spirit does not come flying through
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the air; He does not come independent of His Word. I meet with people who
seem to think that the Holy Spirit will make Christians, no difference if they
do not hear the Word of God. I challenge any Christian on earth, to show
me anywhere, a person in history or by sight that was ever brought to God
any other way than by the Word of God. We heard last Thursday evening
that Jesus Christ promised that He would send a Comforter, who should
remind the people of what He had said. That is the message of the Holy
Spirit. The means of grace, therefore, are the Word of God, either purely
preached, or associated by promise with the bread and wine in the Lord’s
Supper, and with water in Holy Baptism. There is no other way that the
Holy Spirit will ever come to man. I do not care where you point, in the
Bible or in history, when the Holy Spirit comes to man. He comes through
the Word. On the day of Pentecost, when He came with mighty power and
fire, the apostle Peter, in order that the people might not be misled, said:
“Now 1is fulfilled the promise made by Joel,” to show them that He came
through the Word of God. The Word of God, therefore, must be heard, if
you would have the Holy Spirit, now, in the year 1904, were you hungry for
God’s Word? When Sunday morning came did you feel, I must go to the
church and hear that message of God? When Sunday evening came did you
feel, I must go if [ possibly can and hear more of God’s eternal truth? And if
you were not baptized yourself did you feel in your heart, I must now make
that covenant with my God? And when the Holy Supper was celebrated did
you feel that you must be at God’s altar and receive Him, His body and His
blood shed for the remission of sins? Oh. were you filled with the Holy
Ghost in 1904?

2. Did You Pray From The Heart?

Did you pray from the heart? I am not asking you now whether you prayed
with a prayer book or without. I have heard that question debated for the
last twenty-five years, and there are some people who think it is wrong to
pray from a prayer book, and there are others who think it is a good deal
better. [ want to say to you, my friends, that a man can pray, just as formally
without a book as with one, and that man can pray just as spiritually with a
book as without one. The question is not whether you have a prayer book or
not; the question is simply this, when you pray, do you simply pray with
your mouth, do you simply pray a form, or do you pray from the heart, with
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the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ in you? That is the question, and
consequently I want to know, looking backward, have your prayers for the
past year been heart prayers? Must I hear the answer come from some of
you, I didn’t pray at all? I fear that is only too often true. I fear that some
people walk right on through life, from one New Year to the other, and have
no communion with God at all. Oh, may the Holy Spirit this day enter the
hearts of all His children, teaching them at least to say Abba, Father. There
are others who, though they do pray, pray simply as a matter of form; they
can sit down and pray at the table and never think of God; they can run over
their form even in a prayer meeting or elsewhere, and their minds are not on
God, but simply on the form. What I want to know is not whether you have
not prayed at all, it is not whether you have simply run over words, but I
want to know whether there has been, in the year 1904, a Spirit in your
heart that was the Spirit of Christ, that gave you an uneasiness that could
not express itself, that made you feel that you must flee from the crowd, and
go into the little chamber and close the door, and pour out your heart to God
with a cry, silent as it is, that must rap at the very throne of heaven. Is that
the kind of prayers you have had in the past year? It is expressed in the
words of our text in these words: “The Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying.” Oh, my friends, it is not so much whether you cry with your eyes
or not, but did you ever cry with your hearts? Has your poor heart ever felt
that if God does not speak, you cannot speak? Has your poor heart felt that
it must have an utterance to bring true joy to the soul? Prayer, just like
language, as far as the words are concerned, must be learned. When you
first began to talk, about all you could do was to say “pa,” “ma;” in time
there was great love and great joy in the home because you learned to say
“papa,” “mamma;” and in time you even went further and said, “mamma,
bread,” “papa, bread,” and the whole family said, “Look at our little dear
one, how he or she is learning to talk.” Now you can go home and can talk
for hours but you learned word by word. The Holy Spirit in the heart of
man does not make him a John Stark or a Spener in a single day. The Holy
Spirit in the heart of man at first just makes him feel that he would like to
say something and doesn’t know what; pretty soon he will say, “Ab,” then
“Abba,” and pretty soon, “Abba, Father,” and I want to say to you that that
little prayer, “Abba Father, Amen,” is worth a good deal more than the
prayers of some people an hour in length with nothing in them. “Abba,
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Father.” Oh, let me urge upon you all this morning, look backward and ask
yourself the question, How did I pray in the past year?

4. Did You Become Heirs Of All God’s Wealth?

Did you become heirs of all of God’s wealth? In other words, did Jesus
Christ become your full Brother the past year? “Wherefore thou art no more
a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.” Oh,
the riches of the true children! Spurgeon said one time: “Great is the wealth
of the man that can say, ‘My God is my Father.”” I have sitting before me
today people who are well-to-do, and people who are poor, and I would
have you to understand that no difference how great your poverty, if you
have been a true child of Jesus Christ this year, with the Holy Spirit in you,
you have been an heir — an heir of all that belongs to Jesus Christ; and Jesus
Christ being the only Son of God, is the only heir of heaven, and Christ is
only too willing to say to you. Thou shalt be My brother; thou shalt be My
sister. Oh, how rich I would be this morning if I were the only son of
Andrew Carnegie. It is silly to talk about being so poor. I am a son of Jesus
Christ, a thousand times richer than a thousand Andrew Carnegies.
Therefore, looking backward this morning, I will ask you, in all your
sorrows did you remember the sorrows of your older Brother? Undoubtedly
some of you have passed through some very sad experiences in 1904. It
may be that afflictions came over you such as you never witnessed before;
it may be that you felt pains in your hands and in your hearts that you never
dreamed of before, but while those pains were penetrating your heart, did
you think of the time when your Brother’s heart was pierced? Did you think
of the days when His head was crowned with thorns? You are to become an
heir of His. Did you rejoice that you were permitted to suffer a little with
Him?

But some of you have not only had sorrows during the past year, but you
have had exceeding great joy. There are some in this house this morning
that have experienced a nearness to God such as they never had before;
there are some who have been lifted throne-ward so close that they could
hear, as it were, the very songs of the angels. In all your rejoicings and all
your pleasures, did you think of the joy of your Elder Brother sitting at the
right-hand of God, waiting for the day when the final distribution shall be
made, when the King of kings and Lord of lords shall stand before all His
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brothers and all His sisters and with outstretched arms say. The kingdom of
heaven is Mine, and it is yours, because I adopted you? May this joy lift us
all heavenward this morning.

Looking backward, let us not forget, in conclusion, that, looking
downward, there are still, at the end of 1904, some of our own who are still
outside the kingdom of God. How sad, on New Year’s Day, for one to know
that he is not yet adopted; for one to know that he is not yet fully reconciled
to God. Now it seems to me it would be a mistake for this large audience to
pass out of these doors today without passing into the door of eternal life. |
therefore invite you all to Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, who is here
in this very moment to save you, and with outstretched hands of love says:
“As I live, saith the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
that the wicked should turn from his evil way and live.” “Come unto Me all
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest.” “Him that
cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.” And then, my friends, you will
have the happiest New Year in your history. Amen.
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7. Looking Forward. New Year.

But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should
afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ,
that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a
schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of
you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female, for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise. Gal. 3:23-29.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth. Amen.

Beloved in Christ:

I wisH I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY tonight, on this first evening of the new year,
to reach every ear in the world, and, having reached every ear in the world
with this message, I would further wish that every one would accept the
message and be saved. Possibly I have a right to thank my God that I have
as many hearers tonight as I have, and surely all the honor belongs — not to
me — but to my God who has brought you here, and if I shall simply have
the knowledge in the future that this sermon was the means of bringing
those who did hear it, into closer communion with their God, I shall always
be thankful to Him. I wish you all a happy New Year, but remember that
such happiness as I wish you can never be obtained until you accept my
Savior and your Savior, Jesus Christ. This morning we dwelt for some time
on the theme, Looking Backward; this evening I ask you to look forward.
May the Holy Spirit bless us while we are

Looking Forward

There are several things [ wish you to remember as you are looking forward
tonight:
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l. By Nature You Are Under The Law Of God

“But before faith came, we were kept under the law.” This was true of Israel
of old, that before faith came they were under the law, and it is true of every
individual. In Old Testament times the law was preeminent, but let us not
for a moment imagine that there was no Gospel in the Old Testament, nor
that there is no law in the New. The Old Testament has the law and the
Gospel; the New Testament has the law and the Gospel, and what I would
have you to remember as you are looking forward in 1905 is this, that the
law of God 1s over you. And when I speak of the law of God, I mean that
law which God wrote into the heart of Adam when he was created; I mean
that law of old which the people nearly forgot until the Lord God wrote it
again on stone and said, Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. That
was only one part of the great law of God that is over man. The law of God
that was written into the heart of Adam, and was given to Moses about
thirty-five hundred years ago is the same law that is naturally over you and
me, and it will be over us throughout the coming year. Throughout the
coming year it is your duty to know that the Father, Son and Holy Ghost is
the only true and living God. Throughout the coming year it is your duty to
know that you have no right to curse, swear, conjure, lie or deceive by the
name of God. Throughout the coming year it is your duty to know that you
have no right to despise the preaching of the Gospel and the Holy Word, but
that God demands of you to remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.
Throughout the year 1905, whenever you misspend Sunday, the Lord’s Day,
I want you to remember that God’s holy law is right down over you, saying,
Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. I would have you to understand
that every time you step outside of the path of rectitude, living an immoral
life, God’s holy law covers you and says, Thou shalt not commit adultery.
The same law says, Thou shalt not kill. The same law says, Thou shalt not
steal. The same law says, Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbor. The same law says, Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house,
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man servant, nor his maid
servant, nor his cattle, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s. That same law
thunders in your ears every day of 1905, I the Lord thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generations of them that hate me, and showing mercy unto thousands

96



of them that love me and keep my commandments. That law will be over
you.

Il. The Law Will Condemn You

Not only will that law be over you, but I call your attention to the fact,
while looking forward, that it will condemn you. I am speaking of the man
that expects to be saved by the law. It will condemn you just as sure as you
are an imperfect being, and this law is perfect. This law is so perfect that
none but Jesus Christ has ever kept it perfectly. It is so perfect that if you
break one point of it, you break it all. James said of this holy law. He that
offendeth in one point is guilty of all. If you keep nine of these
commandments perfectly, and simply break one of them, you have broken
that whole law of God. That may not be plain to some people, but it ought
to be plain to all. I have ten fingers on these two hands, just as the two
tables of the law had ten commandments. How many of these fingers do
you have to cut off to hurt me? Ten of them? Nine of them? No. Cutting off
one finger brings the blood from my heart; and the law of God all centers in
the heart of God, in one word, and that word 1s love. Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength, and thy neighbor as thyself, and you cannot injure
your neighbor in any of the seven ways, nor your God in any of the three
ways, without touching the heart of love, and consequently have offended
against that law. And this law is a just law; it is a law that never gives a
single inch for anything; it demands perfection, and will condemn every
one of us. Listen to the Word of God:

“Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid; for if there had been a law given
which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. But the
Scripture hath concluded all under sin that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be
given to them that believe.”

In other words, I would have you to understand while you are looking
forward, that if you die in the year 1905 and expect to be saved because of
your goodness, that you are going to be damned just as sure as God ever
gave the law. The law of God never saved a man for the reason that he is
imperfect, and the law demands perfection.
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lll. The Law Will Keep Hold Of You Until You
Have Been Brought To Christ

I call your attention to the fact, as you are looking forward, that this law not
only is over you, and condemns you, but that it will, throughout the year,
hold you, and keep hold of you until you have been brought to Christ and
saved.

“But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should
afterwards be revealed.”

This law 1s not only over us and around us, but it is all around us, and closes
us up, and holds us until we shall be led to Christ. No man on earth can get
away from this law. A man may commit a crime in Mansfield and go to San
Francisco, but there is one thing he can never do, he cannot tear the law out
of his heart, and that is where God first put it; and if he should be able to
tear it out of his heart, he cannot tear it out of the Judgment Day, nor out of
the Word of God, nor out of the conscience of the people. That law holds a
man wherever he goes and shuts him up, and never will lot him go until he
comes to Him who fulfilled that law for him.

IV. This Law Will Try Very Hard To Lead You
To Jesus Christ

I also call your attention to the fact that this law, as you are looking
forward, will try very hard to lead you to Jesus Christ.

“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be
justified by faith.”

This law 1s the schoolmaster. Did you ever stop to think, my friends, that
there is just as much love in God’s law as there is in the Gospel? The sum
and substance of the Ten Commandments is love, but the love in the law
demands justice, while the love in the Gospel pays the debt of the justice in
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the law, and offers you salvation. In other words, the law condemns and the
Gospel brings salvation. But, my friends, this law has got so much love in it
that it wants to show you just exactly what you are and show you how to
escape the sin that is within you. In some portions of the Scriptures this law
is likened unto a mirror. A man may be walking along on the street during
the day and imagine his face is just as clean as it was in the morning; he
comes home in the evening, and, to his surprise, on looking into the mirror,
he finds out that one side of his face, or possibly both, are black. How did
he find it out? By looking into the mirror and seeing himself. The reason we
have so many people who think they are so perfect, and so white in
character, and never commit any wrong that may take them to destruction,
is because they do not look at this moral law over them and around them,
but simply keep their eyes closed and go on through life, and never test
themselves in this great mirror God has placed around us. The Psalmist
said, I wall meditate on Thy law day and night. He knew there was no time
in life, day or night, in which a man should not be able to see himself in that
law. I may think I am a pretty good man, preaching every Sunday, until |
look at the law which says, “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy,”
which shows what a black face I have got. I may think I am a pretty good
man, although mistreating father and mother, until I look into the very first
commandment on the second table of the law, which says. Honor thy father
and mother, that it may be well with thee and thou mayest live long on the
earth; therefore, if I have not treated father and mother rightly, my soul is
black. And so I can look into every commandment, and I say there is not a
soul standing before me tonight, looking into this Divine law, that must not
confess, I am a poor sinner. What shall I do? What shall I do? Then comes
the law and says, I will tell you what I do? I will take you as the
schoolmaster; I will take you where you can get help; I want you to
understand that I have got hold of you, and I will keep hold of you until I
bring you to Jesus Christ; and when you are brought over to Jesus Christ, |
am still going to keep hold of you until you are justified.

V. We Must Be Justified By Faith

And that brings me to another point while looking forward. “That we might
be justified by faith.” We must be justified, no difference how much wrong
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we have done in this world. I would have you to understand that no sin can
enter heaven. I would have you to understand that the smallest sin you ever
committed would damn you forever if it were not forgiven. I would have
you to understand that God never lies, and God says, “The soul that sinneth,
it shall die,” and we all did sin. Now how can a man, condemned by the
law, having sinned, ever be justified? Possibly I can make that clear by an
illustration. If I Owe $1,000 to some grocery man here in the city, and I
have not got a dollar to my name, and possibly never can earn a cent, there
is only one way that grocery man can justify me, and that is, if I have a
friend who will step up and say, “Here are a thousand dollars to pay
Mr. Long’s debt,” what right has that grocery man to charge me with
another thousand, if my friend has paid it for me? That is the only way any
man on earth can ever be justified. We are all guilty before the law. The law
is the schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ. The law comes, like a
policeman, and says, “I will never let you go until you are justified.”

VI. The Lord Jesus Christ Has A Way To
Justify Us

Then we come to the Lord Jesus Christ, and He has got a way to justify us.
Looking forward in 1905, I want you to understand that the only way you
can be justified is by faith. “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to
bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” In the year 1517,
when the great Reformation began, nearly everybody thought then the way
to be justified was by works. It was in those dark ages the people would
leave their homes and walk down to Rome, and stand in the snow for
weeks, to get forgiveness of sins. It was in those days that Dr. Luther
himself thought he would get forgiveness of sins by climbing up the
stairway of Pontius Pilate down at Rome. It was in that way that we got the
celebrated painting of the people that went down to Rome whipping
themselves until the blood flowed from their backs. It was in that way that
St. Peter’s Church was built. It was in those days they sold indulgences, the
forgiveness of sins for money. It was in those days that people thought they
could get forgiveness of sins by their works and earnings. Dr. Luther, who
found the Bible in the Library at Erfurt, discovered in many pages of this
Book that a man is justified by faith, without the deeds of the law, and when
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climbing up that stairway at Rome, trying to get forgiveness of sins by his
works, the truth flashed into his soul that you cannot get forgiveness by
climbing on your knees; you cannot get forgiveness of sins by what you can
do; it is on account of the mercy of our God. Then he took hold of this great
truth, that Jesus Christ on Calvary has paid the debt, and that the way to get
salvation is to hold to Him by faith. [ have no time tonight to dwell at length
upon this great truth, but I will say in one word, that the central truth of
Christ’s Church, and the central truth of all peace of soul is this, that [ am
saved alone by faith in Jesus Christ. Let me urge upon you then, throughout
the year 1905, to give up your self-righteousness; to give up your life of the
old Pharisee; take hold of Christ and Him only, and when the law, the great
schoolmaster, discovers that you have taken hold of Jesus Christ, then the
law, the schoolmaster, lets you go, and no sooner. Mark what I tell you, you
never can get away from the law and Christ at the same time. If you are
going to hold fast to the law, Christ lets you go; if you take hold of Christ,
the law lets you go. If you hold to the law you will be condemned; if you
hold to Christ the law has got to let you go, because He paid your debt. That
is so plain no man can misunderstand. It is justification by faith, and that is
what I want you all to have throughout the year 1905; then you can say, as
Paul said in one of the epistles to the Romans, “Being justified by faith, we
have peace with God,” and you never can have peace any other way. As
long as you are going to depend upon your own goodness every day your
own goodness will condemn you and you have no peace, but here I am, a
poor sinner, the chief of all sinners; I find no peace in my sins, but I find it
in my great Savior, and so you can find peace in Jesus Christ.

“But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.”

Someone may say. What do you mean by faith? I have heard so much about
faith all my life, and yet I don’t know what it means. Let me make plain
what faith is. It is not only knowledge, not only assent, but confidence. I
know of no better illustration of faith than the old one given by the fathers.
If you were this morning to stand at a window in an upper story and the
house were burning, and the only way of escape would be to leap out of that
window — Now, to know there is a man standing below who says, Leap into
my arms and I will catch you, 1s knowledge; that would not help you; you
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might stand there and burn to death, knowing that a man was standing
below to catch you. You might also make up your mind that this man below
1s strong enough to catch you, but even that would not save you. What
would save you? The only thing that would save you would be to leap from
the window and let him catch you, — and that is confidence. A man may
know there is a Savior, Jesus Christ, and be damned; that is not faith. A man
may know that Jesus Christ can save; that is not faith. The thing to do is to
leap into the arms of Jesus, and trust Him. “In my hands no price I bring.
Simply to Thy cross I cling.” That is peace. Finding Jesus Christ by faith,
we have peace with God.

VII. Faith in Jesus Christ and Holy Baptism
are inseparable

When you have that kind of faith, then look forward, and 1 will call your
attention to another great truth, and that is that faith in Jesus Christ, and
Holy Baptism are inseparable.

“For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

When [ say baptism and faith in Christ are inseparable, I do not mean to say
that no man ever yet was saved who wasn’t baptized. We do know that in
Old Testament times men were saved because they were circumcised
instead of baptized; and we do know that the thief on the cross was not
baptized when Christ said to him, “Today shalt thou be with Me in
paradise.” But I do know, on the other hand, that when Jesus Christ blessed
little children by laying His hands upon them, or when He looked over to
the man hanging on the cross and said, “Today shalt thou be with Me in
paradise,” that He gave to the children and to that man all that He can give
you and me in holy baptism. I do know that Jesus Christ did lay down the
command to go into all the world, to make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;
and he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that believeth
not shall be damned, baptized or not baptized. Once in a while we hear
people say, Will I be lost? I believe in Christ but I am not baptized. Now,
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pray tell me, how can you believe in Christ and not be baptized? You say,
the thief on the cross believed in Christ and was not baptized, but I am
talking to the thief that is off of the cross, not to the one that was on the
cross. That man on the cross could not get down, but you can be baptized.
What I want to know is this, if you believe in Christ, and He says, “make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Ghost,” how can you refuse to obey Him, and say you believe in
Him? What I maintain is this, that faith in Jesus Christ and Holy Baptism
are inseparable. In other words, just as soon as you believe in Jesus Christ,
you want to be baptized, and will be baptized the first opportunity you get,
and when you are baptized, you have put on Christ, and having put on
Christ, in the sight of God the Father you are as holy, not in yourself but in
Christ, as Christ Himself. Understand me, I do not say that you will ever be
as holy as Christ is, but I do say when you put on Christ, that in the sight of
God, justified by faith, He looks upon you as if you were Christ Himself,
and consequently you have peace with God, and you have salvation.

VIll. When You Have Put On Christ, You Are
Just As Good A Christian As Any Other On
Earth

“For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”

You will understand the next point I want to give you, looking forward in
1905, is this, that when you have put on Christ and have faith in Him, that
you are then just as good a Christian as any other Christian in the world.

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female, for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”

There is a good deal said these days about the church of the poor, and the
church of the rich; about the church of the common people and the church
of the aristocrat. I want to say right here that I never saw an aristocratic
Jesus in my life; I never saw an aristocratic Savior in my life. What I
understand by a Christian is that when he is a Christian he has put on Jesus
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Christ, and wherever he goes he has Christ on him, and is just as much as
any other man that has Jesus Christ on him. Whenever I see anyone, a
member of the Christian Church, too proud to mingle with the people, too
proud to mingle with the colored people in God’s Holy Church, I would not
give very much for his Christianity, because it hasn’t very much Christ in it.
There is only one Christian in the world, and that one Christian is neither
Jew nor Greek; is neither rich nor poor; is neither high nor low; that one
Christian is inside of Christ’s righteousness, and His righteousness makes
the poorest black man on earth white, as much as the richest white king on
earth. Whenever we learn these great truths, we can look forward with joy
and pleasure for the coming year.

IX. When You Have Become One In Christ
Jesus, You Are One Of The Richest Heirs Of
God

The final thought I would give you, looking forward, is this, that when you
have become one in Christ Jesus, you are one of the richest heirs of God,
too rich ever to be able to count your riches.

“And if ye be Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

Abraham was not a very poor man when God first called him. You will
remember the Bible says that he and Lot were rich in gold and silver and
cattle, but it was not the gold and silver and the cattle that made them really
rich; the great riches was this, that God called Abraham and told him that in
his seed all the nations of the earth should be blessed, and any one who
understands the Bible knows very well that that seed was to be none other
than Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ Himself being the only heir of heaven
owns all things; heaven and earth are His; yea, ye are not your own, ye have
been bought with a price. When the poorest man on earth has put on Jesus
Christ, then he has the wealth of the world. Oh, that I had the tongue to tell
the world this great truth of the wealth that is in Jesus Christ. Any man
tonight in Mansfield or elsewhere, who is living without Christ is poor —
poor tonight, and, if he refuses to be saved, will be poor in the hour of
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death, poor on the Judgment Day, poor in hell. The man who accepts Jesus
Christ, if he has no garment on his back, if he has no bite to eat, if he has
not a foot of ground to his name, is unspeakably rich, so rich that if he had
to die like poor Lazarus, to be eaten by the dogs, he would find rest in
Abraham’s bosom, an heir of Christ, the promised seed of Abraham. May
God give to you these riches, is my prayer.

In conclusion, next Sunday we shall receive into this Church by
confirmation and letter, a small congregation of its own. A week from
Friday evening I am again ready to start a new class to show them more
fully the way of salvation. These are opportunities that you do not get
everywhere, for some ministers of the Gospel will not go to the trouble to
do what I would do and what some others would do, to make clear to you
the way of salvation. If I were to charge you five dollars a night and
promise you salvation you would come running, but when I offer to teach
you the way of eternal salvation for nothing and spend my time and labor,
you do not know whether you want it or not. I said last New Year’s day, and
I have said it ever since I have been in the ministry, that some who are
listening to me today will never hear another New Year’s sermon. Some of
you must decide within the next few months whether you are going to
accept Christ or forever reject Him. My prayer is that one week from Friday
night, when the opportunity is given you, not one in this church tonight who
is not baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, who has not
been more fully instructed in the saving knowledge of God, will stay away,
but come. Come, if you have to walk on crutches. Come if you have to
climb on hands and feet. But you do not need to do that. If you cannot come
to me, I will come to you. There is no excuse. I want to so preach that on
that last great day, if you are lost, you must acknowledge that you might
have been saved, but you would not. May God, the Father in heaven, bless
this message tonight, as we are going through the portals of the New Year;
may He lead us every hour and every day, and when our hour shall come to
pass out of this world, may there be a glorious jubilee in heaven, going
home to enjoy the riches of the seed of Abraham. Amen.

Prayer
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God; our heavenly Father, we thank Thee for the message of the hour; we
pray Thee to apply it to the hearts and souls of all here tonight with Thy
Holy Spirit. We ask Thee that Thou wilt make Thy servant thankful for the
many hands that are ready to lift up his arms in the work he has to do. O
God, we thank Thee for the many prayers that are constantly ascending for
his physical as well as his mental and moral strength. We pray Thee, O
God, that Thou wilt bring into the ministry true and good friends throughout
the coming year. We pray Thee that Thou wilt visit the homes of the poor,
with all that is necessary for the sustenance of life. We pray Thee that Thou
wilt help us to remember that if we will not work we shall not eat. We ask
Thee that Thou wilt help that Thy Word may find true lodging in the hearts
and souls of all these people assembled in this church tonight. Help us in
the coming Sunday to be found in Thy temple. And may Thy Word be
blessed to our souls in our own homes. May we feed on Thy truth and
thrive on Thy knowledge and grace. We ask Thee now to prepare every soul
for that coming celebration of Thy Holy Supper on the following Sunday,
and 1f any of us shall be called from time into eternity before another Lord’s
Day shall appear, may we fall asleep in Jesus Christ. We pray Thee now
that Thou wilt give us that faith which we now confess:

I believe in God the Father Almighty Maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He arose again from
the dead, He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the Tight hand of God the
Father Almighty, from whence He shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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8. The Present Judgment.
Sunday After New Year.

Beloved think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings; that when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.
If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye, for the spirit of glory and of God
resteth upon you: on their part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He is glorified. But let
none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evil doer, or as a busybody in other
men’s matters. Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him
glorify God on this behalf. For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of
God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the Gospel of
God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner
appear? Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of
their souls to Him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 1 Peter 4:12-19.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth. Amen.

Beloved in Christ:

YoU HAVE LEFT YOUR HOMES this evening and come to the house of God. It
may be that you have left a dear father, or a dear mother, or some dear
children, or some dear friend in that home. What if this very moment there
should be a thundering and a roaring, and a rolling back of the clouds, and
the Son of God should come, with all His holy angels to call you to the
Judgment! What if this very moment the dead should all arise in their
graves, even those over whom it was said this afternoon, “Earth to earth;
ashes to ashes; dust to dust!” What if in the next moment you are
commanded to stand on the one side or the other of the Lord Jesus Christ in
all His glory! That is the judgment that is coming, but let us not forget that
there is a judgment going on this evening, without any imagination; let us
not forget that there is a judgment going on every morning, and that is the
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Present Judgment

“For the time is come that the judgment must begin at the house of God; and if it first begin
at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the Gospel of God? And if the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?”

In the present Judgment, what are the results?

I. The righteous will scarcely be saved.
II. The mere professors are not saved.
III. The ungodly have a terrible future before them.

I. The Righteous Will Scarcely Be Saved

There are many people who seem to think it is such an easy thing to be a
Christian; that it is such an easy thing to become saved. I think it is a good
deal as a certain person told me. He said, “I used to think it was an easy
thing to be a Christian, but somehow I find it is a pretty hard thing to be a
Christian.” Those people who think it an easy thing are not Christians at all,
or they wouldn’t talk that way. It is a hard thing to be a Christian, and the
present judgment decides that the righteous will scarcely be saved. If the
righteous will scarcely be saved, what is going to become of the ungodly?

1. Who Are The Righteous?

In the first place the righteous are those who have fully discovered that,
they have no righteousness of their own. There is no righteous man on earth
that is a moralist; there is no righteous man on earth that thinks he is going
to get to heaven because he is righteous; there is no righteous man on earth
that thinks he has never sinned; there is no righteous man on earth that
thinks he can get along without Holy Baptism; there is no righteous man on
earth that thinks he can get along without the Lord’s Supper; there is no
righteous man on earth that thinks he does not need to be a church member;
there is no righteous man on earth that thinks he 1s partly a good man and
only needs a little help to be saved. The truth is that a man is born in sin,
and by nature is a child of wrath, and there is no goodness in him at all by
nature. “Our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” says the great Lord God,
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who knows. “Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” And unless a man has learned this great lesson that by nature he has
absolutely no righteousness at all, he never can be a righteous man. Then
how shall a man who knows himself to be so totally unrighteous, ever
become righteous?

A righteous man is one who accepts the perfect righteousness of the
Lord Jesus Christ. No one will question for a single moment the fact that
Jesus Christ was perfect; even His enemies will admit He was one of the
best men that ever lived; everywhere He is held up in history as the model
for all humanity to follow. It is not hard to see that Jesus Christ was either
the Son of God, or He was not a good man. Jesus Christ claimed that He
was the Son of God; that He was equal with the Father. Either that was true
or it was not. If it was not true, then Jesus Christ did not tell the truth and
was not a good man. If it was true, then He was the Son of God, and as the
Son of God He was perfect, the God-man; and as God-man He perfectly
kept this law, and consequently was perfect righteousness itself. The Lord
Jesus Christ then having perfect righteousness in Himself, having paid for
your sins and mine on Calvary’s hill, thereby wrought out our salvation, and
by faith offers His righteousness to us, and faith is the hand with which we
grasp His righteousness. Therefore, if we have discovered that we have no
righteousness of our own, are fully persuaded that we are poor, lost and
condemned sinners, we cry out, “What must I do to be saved?” And we
hear the answer, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house,” and we accept that promise as our own, then His
righteousness becomes ours and we have an imputed righteousness, not an
inborn righteousness, and the man that has the imputed righteousness of
Jesus Christ is a righteous man, and the only righteous man on God’s earth.

2. Why Will He Scarcely Be Saved?

Having learned who is a righteous man, the question arises. Why is it that
he will scarcely be saved? “And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” In the first place it is because he
fears the short fiery trials of Christians.
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“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto you; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad with exceeding joy. If ye
be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye, for the spirit of glory and of God
resteth upon you; on their part He is evil spoken of, but on your part He is glorified. But let
none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or an evil-doer, or as a busybody in other
men’s matters. Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him
glorify God on this behalf.”

Here we have a picture of the trials and sufferings that the Apostle Peter
knew were coming upon the people. Remember that Peter wrote this epistle
in the days of Nero, when that tyrant had his foot upon the neck of the
people of Asia Minor; in the days when fires were kindled everywhere to
burn men because they were followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, says
the Apostle Peter, I do not want you to think it is an easy thing to be a
Christian; you may pass through fires of all kinds; but I would have you to
remember, says he, that these very fires that you endure are only for a short
time, and then will come the greatest glory; because you have suffered with
Christ you shall also enjoy His great glory; but, says Peter, just because
these fiery trials are before your very eyes, I fear some of you, though you
are righteous, will turn back and not be faithful. Oh, that we all had the faith
of John Huss, who, though one of the greatest teachers of the country, was
put in exile, was led into the dungeon and. kept there for years; was finally
led up to the stake where the fires were kindled, and when asked to
renounce the Savior and his faith or burn there, he stood upon that pyre and
sang songs of praise to his Master until the flames choked him, and only his
lips could be seen moving in the bright flame, but they kept on moving until
his soul went home to God who gave it. He passed through the fiery trials
and enjoyed the blessing which God gave him. Now, says Peter, they will
not all be like that John Huss; they will not all be like Savanarola, who
walked out on the streets of Florence, willing to die for his Savior; they will
not all be like those one hundred and eighty millions who died in the first
three centuries of the Christian era for the Master’s sake. The righteous will
scarcely be saved because they are not willing to endure the snubs that
children of God sometimes receive; they are not willing to endure the trials
that all must endure to walk in the footprints of the Master. If the world
hated Jesus and nailed Him to the cross, how can you expect to be a true
follower of the Lord Jesus Christ and have the world pat you on the back
and say you are a good man? One great trouble with the Christian Church
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today is that it is not willing to bear the frowns of an ungodly world. There
are some people, well meaning people, who do not like to have the world to
say one word against their pastor. I hope the day will never come when the
world will like the pastor of the First Lutheran church. The day will never
come when ungodly people will praise a man of God, because if they do
they are not ungodly people any more. The Church must not be loved by the
world, nor will the world be loved by the Church. There is a gulf between
the world and the Church of God just as sure as there is a gulf between
heaven and hell.

Another reason why the righteous will scarcely be saved, is because they
fail to see the long, fiery trials of the lost. The righteous can see a little fire
built up around the stake to burn them; they can see a little sneering around
in the neighborhood; they can hear a little ungodly talk about them, that
they can see and that they can feel, but they do not look beyond the grave
and see what is coming for the ungodly. “But let none of you suffer as a
murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s
matters.” There are men who would not bear one thing for Christ’s sake,
who would willingly steal, or would willingly murder. There are people
who would not do anything to aid the cause of Christ, but they are perfectly
willing to meddle in other men’s business. Now, says the Apostle Peter, the
reason that the righteous man will scarcely be saved is because he will not
attend strictly to his own business; because he will not look upon the short
fiery trials of this world and see the awful fiery trials that are coming for the
ungodly man, and the Christian, just because he looked at the present trials
and did not see the trials to come for the ungodly, lost his faith and has
plunged into the fire that never ceases to burn.

The present judgment gives the Christian a severe test, and unless he
keeps His righteousness and remains faithful until death, he will never
receive the crown of eternal life.

Il. Mere Professors Are Not Saved

If this is true of the child of God, of the righteous, how much more must the
second result be true? The mere professors are not saved. If the righteous
will scarcely be saved, what shall become of the mere professors of
religion, and how many there are in the world that merely profess to be
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Christians, and that is all you can say. Who are they? They are the preachers
who preach simply to make a living. They are the laymen who hear God’s
Word simply to make a living. I am not saying too much when I say that
many a man would never preach the Gospel if he did not receive his salary.
I am not saying too much when I say that the pulpit is a temptation to many
a young man simply to go there and make speeches. How do I know this is
true? I know many a minister of the Gospel the moment he loses his
position in a church not only ceases to preach, but ceases to go to church. |
can take you to the capital of a great state and lead you to one home after
the other of ex-preachers who never see the inside of God’s house. What
did they mean when they were preaching? What did they mean when they
stood behind the pulpit and behind the Word of God and proclaimed
salvation to the people? They must have stood there because, like any other
man, they expected to earn their bread by preaching and that was all there
was in their call. What is that kind of a man but a mere professor — a man
that would just as willingly do something else if he could draw the same
salary; a man who has not got his heart in the ministry; a man who has not
paid any attention to the Divine call; a man who is not aiming to win souls
for heaven as much as he is to keep his pocketbook well filled. May God
have mercy on the mere professor that stands in the pulpit and is not there
wholly and solely for the purpose of saving souls!

That is not only true, I say, of the minister of the Gospel who preaches
simply to get a living, but it is just as true of the man that sits in the pew,
and sits there for that purpose. Why is it, my friends, that some men come
to church only once a month; and why is it that they go just to such and
such a church and to no other; and why is it that some men do not want to
bring the truth into the church? Ask the question, and find the answer. It is
this, either I want to gain in my business, or I do not want my business hurt.
There have been men right here in this city who found fault with some of
my sermons, because, said they, it 1s going to hurt our business. If the truth
is to hurt your business, may God hurt your business and hurt it quickly.
Whenever the business will be hurt by the truth, I say let the business be
hurt. But that is only imaginary. Not many years ago a certain man had a
tailor shop in this city; a band of men came and said, “If you do not obey
our behests we will boycott you and drive you out.” That man said, “I stand
on the side of God and I am going to see if you will drive me out.” That
man is doing a bigger tailoring business in Mansfield today than any other
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man here. They did not drive him out. There are not enough people in
God’s world to drive any one man and God out. You cannot do it. The thing
for us to learn is this, that we must not hear the Gospel simply to get a
living; we must not preach the Gospel simply to get a living; we must not
join church simply to get more business. Our principle should be to find out
the church that preaches God’s truth, then to hear that truth, and live up to
it, business or no business. On the great Judgment Day God is not going to
ask how much business you did; He i1s going to ask if you were faithful;
were you honest; how did you treat the poor; did you help the needy; did
you lift up the fallen; did you have a love and a heart that was as big as the
world? not, were you a narrow-minded man, looking out only for your own
self? If the righteous scarcely is to be saved, what will become of the
professed Christian who simply preaches to live, and simply hears to make
his living in this world?

2. And Why Will Mere Professors Not Be Saved?

Because they are not regenerated; and because they do not want to be
converted. How can a man be born again, from on high, and not live
according to the new birth? How can a man be born from on high and not
live a spiritual life? How can a man be regenerated and not live in the
prayers and songs and in all the blessings of God’s house? A mere professor
is an unregenerated man and consequently cannot be saved in that
condition.

Not only is it true that he is an unregenerated man, but it is also true that
he does not want to be converted. Some people seem to think that
conversion and regeneration are the same thing. It is not the same.
Regeneration 1s the new life that comes from the Holy Spirit; it is that new
life that is planted into the hearts of men, and can be planted into the heart
of a babe a day old. A babe an hour old can be regenerated and it does not
need to be converted. Regeneration is the new life that is planted in the old
sinner, in his natural state, whether a day old or eighty years. When the new
life in the heart of man begins to spring up, then comes the time when this
man acts; if he goes wrong, he must turn back; and turning back to God is
conversion. The man that is not regenerated does not care to be converted;
he is perfectly satisfied in his natural state and goes on from day to day in
his unconverted state, in his unregenerated state and consequently cannot be
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saved. If the righteous scarcely can be saved, what shall become of the mere
professor?

lll. The Ungodly Have A Terrible Future
Before Them

In the present judgment we find, in the third place, that the ungodly have a
terrible future before them.

“For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God; and if it first begin at
us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the Gospel of God?”

Oh, dear friends, if a righteous man can scarcely be saved, if a mere
professor is not saved, then pray tell me what shall become of the ungodly
man? And who are the ungodly?

The ungodly are those who do not want to know God, and do not want to
be near God. Ungodly — away from God, not wanting to know anything
about Him whatever. And are there not thousands of people all around us
that have plenty of time to go anywhere to a dance, plenty of time to go
anywhere on an excursion, plenty of time to spend, even after the midnight
hour, but if you give them the privilege to study God’s word, to find out
something about God, no time, no time. The ungodly man doesn’t want to
know anything about God. He wants to keep just as ignorant as he possibly
can concerning the true and living God. Pray tell me, how does this world
ever get so many heathen? Is it God’s fault? When God created Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden and told them who He was, — was it God’s fault
that they forgot Him? When the people went on in wickedness and the
whole world was destroyed in the days of Noah, and Noah and his three
sons and their wives stepped out of that ark and built the altar and bowed
down before it, and offered their songs of praises to the heavenly Father,
then the whole world knew the true and living God. After the flood there
were no heathen down in the heathen lands; there were no heathen then in
Africa; there were no living heathen in the world. Why did they walk away
from that altar and forget the true and living God? Why in our own times do
we find that a Godly grandfather and grandmother have ungodly sons and
daughters, and more ungodly grandchildren? Why are these things? The
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answer is plain. People do not want to do right, and consequently they want
to get away from God, who hath ears to hear and eyes to see, and are
perfectly satisfied to make a god of stone that cannot hear and cannot speak,
and has no heart, and has no conscience and no judgment, but the God that
made the stone will bring about a judgment, my ungodly hearer.

Who are the ungodly? Not only do they want to know nothing about
God, but they want to get away from Him just as far as they possibly can.
Ungodly is not as strong a word as the Germans have; they say a man that is
ungodly is “Gott-los” — loose from God; he is a man that wants to get away
from God. A good child is perfectly willing to go down street with father
and mother, but the ungodly boy would love to say. Father, let me tear
loose; mother, let me go; I don’t want to go where father goes; I don’t want
to go where mother goes; I want you to let me loose, mother. And down the
street he runs. And just so there are ungodly people in the world. God has
borne them on His shoulders; God has carried them on the palm of His
hand; God has pressed them to His dear loving heart, but their cry is, O
God, let me get loose; let me get away; I want to be ungodly. God says, I
am the Lord Thy God; thou shalt have no other gods before Me; but the
ungodly man does not care whether he professes Christ or not; he is willing
to worship with ungodly skeptics, just so as to get away. God says, Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; but the ungodly man
curses and swears and tries to get away. God says. Remember the Sabbath
Day to keep it holy; but the ungodly man on Sunday morning does not care
whether he keeps it holy or not, he wants to get loose from God. God says.
Honor thy father and thy mother that it may be well with thee, and thou
mayest live long on the earth; but the ungodly girl does not care how she
treats her mother; the ungodly boy does not care how he treats his father;
they want to get loose from God. God says. Thou shalt not kill, and Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, but the ungodly man says, I will not rear
a big family, if | have got to murder; the ungodly mother says, I will not
rear a big family, if I have got to kill. The ungodly persons say, I will say all
manner of bad things about this one and that one; I hate them; I cannot bear
them — they want to get away. God says. Thou shalt not steal; but the
ungodly man says, I can make a thousand dollars by telling a lie, and I will
tell it, and get away from God. God tells us we shall not lie nor deceive our
neighbor, but the ungodly man says, I will do it. God says, Thou shalt not
covet, but this man says, I will covet, I want to get loose from God. Oh, my
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friends, the great trouble with all of us i1s we are trying to get away from
God, trying to get loose from God, and just as far as we get away from God,
in so far we are ungodly.

I said a moment ago the present judgment will decide that the ungodly
have a terrible future before them. Why will they have such a terrible
future? Because God cannot always keep them; secondly, because there will
be no place but hell left for them. “Where shall the ungodly and the sinner
appear?”

I bring that question to every ungodly person in this house tonight,
where are you going to appear? God cannot always keep you. This 1s God’s
earth, but you cannot always stay here. I hear one of you saying, I am going
to stay at my home after this; I will never come back to this church again.
Well, suppose you try that; suppose you stay at home, and some of these
days a fever will take you in that home and keep you down on your bed;
you call a physician; your temperature is up to 104; it rises to 105, and soon
it is announced that your heart is just about to stop beating, and it will stop
beating. Are you going to stay in that home then? Where are you going to
appear? Well, you say, I suppose I will stay there even though I am dead.
Yes, you will stay there a little while longer; your neighbors will bring you
a few flowers — they never brought you any while you lived, but they will
bring you a few when dead, and lay them on your coffin; word will be sent
to the preacher — if he had come while you were living you would have
ordered him out of the house — but you will have to have him when you are
dead; it wouldn’t do not to have the preacher; and then you will be carried
out; six men will take you out of the door, you cannot stay; you are dead.
Then where will you appear? Well, I suppose then I will be riding in the
hearse for the first time. Yes, and it will not take you very long to finish that
ride. Then where will you appear? Then we will set you down beside that
cold grave, and arrange the straps and let you down slowly into that cold
ground. And then where will you appear? In the grave? Well, if you could
stay there forever I would never preach another sermon. But I am informed
by Him who made the heavens and the earth that He is not going to let you
stay there; I am informed by Him who takes a grain of wheat, and makes
you a loaf of bread from it; I am informed by Him who took Elijah up to
heaven in a chariot of fire, that He 1s coming to raise the quick and the
dead, and to judge them; and where are you going to appear when God runs
His fingers under that grave, and lifts up, and brings you out before the
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judgment? I suppose then you will say, I will appear before my God, I
suppose, I cannot help it. No, you cannot help it; nor can those help it who
are in the sea, for the sea shall give up its dead. Then where will you
appear? I suppose I shall stand before my God on the Judgment Day. But
every day, my friend, has got a sunset; every day has got an end; the
Judgment Day will also have an end; then where shall you appear? Where?
In heaven? You cannot stand it even in church while on earth, how will you
stand it in heaven? It would be a regular hell for you; but you will never be
there; your own father, if he were there, would not want you there; he
would not want to make hell out of heaven; the angels wouldn’t allow you
there; God himself would not allow you there. Except a man be born again
he cannot see the kingdom of God, nor enter the kingdom of heaven. Then
where will you appear. Oh, ungodly man? You have a terrible future before
you. Stay here on earth? The earth itself shall be burned up. Where will you
appear? At the Judgment? The judgment shall end. Where will you appear?
In heaven? Only the righteous shall dwell there. Where shall you appear;
oh, where shall you appear?

There will be no place left but hell for those that are ungodly and will
not repent. When God puts the question, Where shall they appear? it means
something. Next Friday evening it is my purpose to start a new class to
show people the way to heaven. Oh, ungodly man, if you are sitting before
me tonight, how can you allow yourself not to take advice when you can get
it? How can you allow yourself to go to destruction, when there are
thousands of prayers ascending to heaven on your behalf? How can you
refuse to take the warning that comes from one who stands before you as a
dying man speaking to dying men? How can you live on another year and
not be sure that you are saved. If the righteous will scarcely be saved, where
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? Oh, may the Holy Spirit help every
one in this house tonight to take the advice of Himself given in the last
verse of my text: “Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of
God commit the keeping of their souls to Him in well doing, as unto a
faithful Creator.” God gave you to the world. God 1s almighty and His heart
is love itself and His life is light; His home is heaven and His glory is great,
and all things are promised to you. How, can you escape if you neglect so
great a salvation offered to you in Jesus Christ? May these words tonight
move all of you to repent of your sins, to believe on Christ, to accept Him
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and to be faithful until death that you may receive the crown of eternal life.
Amen.

Prayer

O God, our heavenly Father, we thank Thee that Thou hast permitted us to
spend this whole day in communion with Thee, and in proclaiming Thy
most holy truth, and as we are now about to continue the communion which
we have had before this altar this morning, we ask Thee to prepare us
especially for the worthy celebration of Thy Holy Supper. We pray Thee, O
God, that Thou wilt bless the message of the evening. Help that it may be
such a message that everyone hearing it will accept Thee and walk in Thy
ways. We pray Thee, heavenly Father, that Thou wilt move us all to pray to
Thee more earnestly in the future than we have in the past. Help us to live
lives that are consistent with our profession. Help us not to be hypocritical
in anything we say or do. We ask Thee for Thy Spirit from on high to
enlighten us, so that we may always walk in the footprints of Jesus Christ,
who taught us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; Give us this day our
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For
Thine i1s the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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9. Three Hearts. Epiphany.

Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold,
the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise
upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light,
and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they
that gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy
daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart
shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee,
the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. The multitude of camels shall cover thee,
the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come; they shall bring
gold and incense; and they shall show forth the praises of the Lord. Isaiah 60:1-6.

Dearly Beloved in Christ:

ABOUT ONE YEAR AGO TONIGHT a well informed Christian on many topics
came to me and said, What does Epiphany mean, anyway? It is not a new
word, dear friends; it 1s a word that has been used in the Christian Church
from the days of Christ until now. Not very long after the day of Pentecost
the Church of God felt a great interest in keeping those great days in God’s
history. It has generally been acknowledged by the fathers that Jesus Christ
was baptized on the 6th day of January, and when the Holy Spirit sat upon
the Savior on that day, and He began to appear publicly from that day on,
Epiphany was a popular word in the Christian Church, and from that day to
this it represents, in some localities, the day of the baptism of Jesus Christ.
The western churches celebrated the 25th day of December as Christmas
long before the eastern churches did. Shortly after the fourth century the
eastern churches adopted the same Christmas day, and from that time on
Epiphany had a three-fold meaning; In the first place they retained the old
meaning, the festival of the baptism of Jesus Christ; in the second place
they added to it the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ at Cana of Galilee,
performing His miracles; in other words, the appearing of the great wonders
of Christ; then, furthermore, they added to that the coming of the wise men
from the east, those three kings, as a call of the great truth of Christ to a
dying, perishing world. These three ideas prevailed in the Christian Church
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until the days of the Reformation. In the sixteenth century then the great
Church of God began to see all these three ideas in one; All the world for
Christ; World wide missions! The heart of God reaching out to save every
immortal soul. Epiphany, then, means heart — heart of God; heart of the
world, and heart of Christians. I call your attention this morning then to the
theme

Three Hearts

May the Holy Spirit help us this morning to have in our hearts that love to
work out, as far as man’s work is concerned, the great work that God has
given us to do. I call attention,

. To The Heart Of The World

“For behold the darkness shall cover the earth and gross darkness the people.”

The first thing that God said when He created the world was, Let there be
light, and there was light. On the last day of creation He also gave a light,
which is burning and flickering today yet down deep in the hearts of even
heathen, and that is the image of God in man, the consciousness that there is
a law that says what is right and what is wrong. My Christian friends, when
sin came into the world, the light of the image of God was put out; only
here and there can you find a little flicker of the flame down deep in the
hearts of heathen nations. You will find that by the side of every man of
God in history there is a heathen drawn toward God. By the side of
Abraham of old, who preserved the truth, we find a Melchizedek; by the
side of Elisha, a Naaman coming over from Egypt; by the side of Solomon
we find a Queen of Sheba; and in the days of the apostles we find Cornelius
looking for the great truth; we find in the days of Jesus Christ a
Syrophenician woman coming with faith and prayer such as was never
beheld on earth before; and so I say there is a natural drawing all through
history of a world that is cast into darkness, and in this darkness we find the
heart of the world.

You will find the heart dark with original sin. When Adam and Eve
sinned it was said of Seth, born to them, that he was born in the likeness of
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his father. How can a man that is a sinner have a child born in his likeness
and not be a sinful child? Therefore, from the first pages of the Word of
God until the last you will find this great truth passing over every page, that
man is by nature a child of wrath; that we are by nature in the dark; that our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; that we cannot see spiritually, we are
blind; we are deaf; we are dumb; we are in the dark. The poor little child
therefore, born into a sinful world cannot help having a darkened heart.

And this heart, born in the darkness of sin, instead of growing lighter by
itself, grows darker and darker by actual sin. Look around the world today
and see how dark it is; see how many people there are that do not know at
all who God is; see how many people there are that when they know, or do
not know, take the most holy name of God in vain; see how many people
there are that know nothing at all about the Lord’s Day; they live as if there
never had been a God in heaven; they live as if there had never been a law.
Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. See how many people there are
that have no love whatever for their aged fathers and mothers and can
hardly wait until the day they are laid down to rest in the earth with the
words: “Ashes to ashes and dust to dust.” It is only too sad that these things
are true. Oh, the darkness of the heart of the world. Then, furthermore, look
at the murdering that is going on; think of the 80,000 to 100,000 men
slaughtered recently at Port Arthur. There you not only find the stream of
blood flowing, but you find it in Armenia; you find it in Africa; you find it
not only in the nations where war is carried on by nations, but you find the
blood is flowing in every city and every state; all over the world the sword
is drawn. And there are not nearly so many actual murderers as there are
murderers in God’s sight. Many a man has failed to drive the dagger into
the heart of his enemies; they are not living because they were not hated, or
because they are not spiritually murdered, but simply the Providence of
God has held some hand back, not permitting it to accomplish what it
wanted to do. When we stop to think how our daily papers are filled with
murders, it makes one think it is about time that the printing presses print
every message with blood. Wherever we look the world is dark, sinning
against God, and sinning against our fellow men.

This darkened heart of the world becomes darker yet when we stop to
realize the lost souls that are in this world. Oh, how many there are that are
still outside of the kingdom of God. There are in the world at the present
time at least seven millions of Jews — seven millions of people who had the
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promise of a Savior — seven millions of people whose fathers looked
forward to the day when this Light announced in our text should come, and
the glory of the Lord should shine upon them — seven millions of people
who rejected the Savior when He did come, and cried out before His cross.
Let His blood be upon us and upon our children! And the blood of that
Christ is upon their children. Seven millions of them today all over this
world, looking for a Savior and finding none, too proud to acknowledge
their mistake. And where are they? Going down to death at the rate of a
man every moment. Oh, the darkened heart of this world!

Then there are in this world at least one hundred and eighty-five million
Mohammedans — 185,000,000 of people who have a mixture of the religion
of Abraham, and false religions. There are some things among the
Mohammedans that have been brought out of the Bible; there are many
things among the Mohammedans that have been brought from heathen
nations; but one thing we must not forget about all Mohammedans, and that
is that they teach vengeance, and envy, and murder; their whole aim is to
drive people at the edge of the sword to accomplish whatever is their will;
that a man born in 611 has brought a curse upon the world that cannot be
erased as long as the sun shines; 185,000,000 people today worshiping a
false God, worshiping in false religion, carrying murder in their hearts,
teaching sinful lust to be even found in heaven. Oh, the poor dark heart of
the world!

And then think of those that have never yet heard of Christ. I hear people
saying every day, I am opposed to foreign missions; we have enough to do
here at home. Oh, what a narrow, narrow saying that is, and what a lack of
love, and what darkness in the hearts of professed Christians, that talk that
way. I know, as I shall show you hereafter, that we have heathen enough all
around us, but, dear friends, it is a different thing to have heathen in
Manstield, and to have heathen out in some lonely island where there never
was seen a Bible, where there never was heard a sermon, where there never
has been a soul baptized, where the true and living God is entirely
unknown; where the people could not find the truth if they wanted it.
Brethren, there are eight hundred and thirty millions of people on God’s
earth today yet that are living in this total darkness, that if they were to die
tonight they have no one to look to, to be saved. Oh, the dark heart of the
world!
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And not only is this true of heathen, it is just as true of professed
Christians. We say there are four hundred and fifty millions of Christians in
the world, and when you go to the encyclopedia to find out where they are
found, every man in the United States is called a Christian. You know and I
know that there are at least one half of the people in Mansfield that do not
go to the house of God. You know and I know that there are about half of
our people that make no profession of Christianity; and you know, and I
know, that there are more people in Mansfield going to church, according to
the population than in most cities. The truth of it is that among these
450,000,000 there are to say the least 225,000,000 who are not Christians at
all. Now add these 225,000,000 so called Christians to the 830,000,000 of
outright heathen, the 185,000,000 of Mohammedans and the 7,000,000
Jews, who openly reject Christ, and compare, if you please, for a moment,
the true Christians with the millions and millions who are living in total
darkness — is it any wonder that we find that the heart of the world is dark?
“For behold the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the
people.”

Il. The Great Heart of God

Epiphany shows us not only the heart of the darkened world, but also the
great heart of God.

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For,
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth and gross darkness the people; but the Lord shall
rise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy
light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see; all
they that gather themselves together, they come to thee; thy sons shall come from far, and
thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine
heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto
thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.”

Here, my friends, in these words we find the great heart of God; we find a
light in God’s heart in His prophesies, and in the New Testament times, but
the greatness of this light shall be seen in the hereafter — in eternity.

Yes, God’s heart is full of light. The first thing He said on the morning of
creation was, Let there be light; and when the sun went down, when the
first sin was committed the first promise was that the seed of the woman
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should crush the serpent’s head; and that first promise of the Savior was
again a light in a darkened world. As time passed on, the people were
taught clearer and clearer of the coming of a Savior. It was not long until
this same prophet sang to the world, Behold, a virgin shall conceive and
bear a Son, and shall call His name Emmanuel. This same prophet brought
out a great truth when he said of this little child that He should be born of
the virgin, that His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, the mighty
God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Daylight was to come
when Christ was born, but remember, Isaiah lived just about seven hundred
years before Christ was born. Now, if he could stand up and cry out seven
hundred years before daylight, “Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee,” Oh, what a heart there must be in
God, filled with that light that could be seen seven hundred years before the
morning! True there was no real morning in history until the wise men
came from the east and saw the Christ at Bethlehem; nevertheless, the heart
of God was so full of light, that four thousand years before that time it was
already shining, and seven hundred years before that time the prophet Isaiah
could not help but say. Daylight is coming! Arise, shine, for thy light is
come!

All through the prophesies of the Old Testament you will find the
burning light of God’s promises; the burning light of God’s heart; that there
is a light that is just burning itself out in the darkness and telling the world
to wait patiently, that the light of God is coming.

It 1s not very far from this time until we find that he shall ride into
Jerusalem as a great king, welcomed by Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord! Daniel saw this child
and said He shall be born in so many weeks of prophesy. We are told by
others that He should be born in Bethlehem. And so we find one light after
the other, even shining down into the grave, and telling us that God will not
suffer His Holy One to see corruption; that He shall rise before that body
can decay.

2. The Heart of God Shines

And so the heart of God shines on until we come to the New Testament
times, and then it shines brighter than ever. The very stars of heaven had to
tell us that the Christ is born. The very angels of God had to come with their
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brightened wings, flying over the plains of the shepherds singing, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” The Savior
is coming! The messenger from heaven brought the news: “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy; for this day is born to you in
the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” The heart of God is
shining forth in history!

Time passes on and this little child becomes a man; and this man steps
down to the river Jordan and is baptized; as He kneels down after the
baptism there comes a light from heaven, the Holy spirit — the same Holy
Spirit that dwelt upon the face of the waters on the morning of creation —
and rested upon Him, to tell John the Baptist, and through him, the world,
that this is the heart of God! This is the Light of the World! And no wonder
John speaks of that Light, and of that life, and of that love, of the great
Savior.

This light in the heart of God becomes clearer and clearer. The Lord
Jesus Christ, it is true, when He is dying on Calvary, makes the sun go
down at noon, but the very fact that the sun must refuse to shine when Jesus
Christ was dying, is an evidence of the fact that the heart of God is after all
a great light. How could the sun shine in the heavens when the heart was
dying? How could the sun shine in the heavens when the light in the breast
of God was going out? How could it be otherwise, but that the sun in
heaven would have to be dark when the Light of the world goes down and
out on Calvary’s hill? But, my friends, while the light went out, the heart
was still there, and on the third morning, when that angel came and rolled
the rock away, that light burned anew.

And when on that day He walked out to Emmaus, there was a light that
burned so much that the two men that were walking with Him said
afterwards: Did not our hearts burn within us when He was explaining the
Scriptures along the way? How could it be otherwise?

A man could not get his breast close to the breast of God without feeling
the light of the heart of God; and that is why John, who laid his head upon
the breast of the Savior so much, was filled with such a message of love,
with such a message of life, with such a message of light. He got his life,
his light and his love from the heart of Jesus Christ.

On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came and settled down upon the
people like fiery tongues. These were only sparks out of the heart of Jesus
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Christ who had ascended on high, for the Holy Spirit proceeded from the
Father and from the Son.

Time passes on; the Savior has ascended on high; the promise is given,
“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” The middle ages
come, the middle ages, including the dark ages; it almost seemed at times
that the light of God which had grown dimmer and dimmer, never would be
seen. Sometimes you find the hottest fires unseen. When Mount Vesuvius
destroyed the city of Pompeii, it was not a new fire; it was an old fire that
burst forth. When, in the days of the Reformation, Dr. Luther took his
ninety-five theses and nailed them to the door of Wittenberg castle, it was
not a new fire that broke forth in Europe; it was the same old fire that was
burning down in Florence in the days of Savanarola; it was the same old
fire that was burning in the days of that grand old martyr, John Huss; it was
the same old fire that burned those one hundred eighty-five million of
people in the first three centuries of the Christian era. Even the persecutions
of Christians are only sparks of what children of God will endure for the
fire that is burning in the heart of God.

Time passes on, and in this century, more than in any century since the
days of Christ, we are living in the missionary period. We are living in the
time when is being fulfilled what the prophet Isaiah said long, long ago:
“Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon
thee.” Now we are living in the time when is being fulfilled what he said:
“Then thou shalt see and flow together, and thine heart shall fear and be
enlarged, because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee; the
forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.” The time has come in the
Christian Church when we must reach out further and further, carrying out
the light of the Gospel until the ends of the earth shall hear that Jesus is the
only Savior.

And this light is going on to the Judgment Day, and on that last great
day, when the dead shall come forth from the sea and from the earth, when
the quick and the dead shall all stand before God, then they shall see this
light as it never has been seen before; then they shall know what it means
when John said, “He is the Light that lighteth every man that cometh into
the world.” But I apprehend, my dear friends, that even the Judgment Day
will not show us Christ in all His greatest greatness yet. I believe when
those who have died in Christ and have risen in His name, and are
pronounced blessed, shall enter into the kingdom of the Father; when those
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have entered the gate of heaven and have gone on with Him from place to
place throughout the corridors of that great throne of His, they shall find out
glory such as they never saw even on the Judgment Day; that the glory of
the eternal God cannot be seen in one day, even though it is the Judgment
Day. Oh, great heart of God, how full of light!

lll. The Great Heart of God Produces the
Heart of the Christian

And that great heart of God shining in this world, where the heart is so dark,
also produces the heart of the Christian. Let us notice the heart of the
Christian, that it not only is filled with God’s light, and enlarged thereby,
but it also shines with God’s light.

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people; but the Lord shall

arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy
light.”

We find then that in this text the Christian, or the Christian people, are
supposed to possess the light of God. Jesus Christ not only said, “I am the
Light of the world,” but He said to His disciples, “Ye are the light of the
world.” It 1s impossible for a man to be in this world, with the Gospel all
around him, without receiving some light from the great heart of God, and
this great light of God, when it does come to our hearts, does not simply
throw light into one side or the other, but fills that heart. The Christian,
therefore, should be filled with the light of God, and when He is filled with
the light of God, then that light is his; he can call it his own, and when he
can call the light his own, he can call God his own; then he can look up and
say, “Our Father, who art in heaven.” Let us not be satisfied with simply a
little light; let us have our souls filled with the message of God. This Word
should be a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path. If the Word of God
is the lamp that shines forth from the very heart of God, let us take that
lamp and put it in our hearts and fill our hearts with light. Did you ever stop
to think that you cannot fill a room only half way with light? Though I only
strike a match in this dark church at twelve o’clock at night, that little spark
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fills the church with light; and if the light of God’s eternal Gospel shines
into our souls, the heart of God makes our hearts filled with the light.

2. Our Hearts Grow Larger and Larger

And when our hearts are filled with light they must begin to expand, and
grow larger and larger. “Then thou Shalt see, and flow together, and thine
heart shall fear, and be enlarged.” There is nothing more harmful than a
physically enlarged heart, and there is nothing more harmful to the
Christian than a spiritually small heart, and it seems to me that so many of
us are troubled with the small heart in Christianity. We cannot see a mile
away from our own church door; we cannot see at all what is needed
beyond the waters. Last year in our own church when we came to raise
money in the Sunday school for foreign missions, we lacked a little of nine
thousand dollars; when we came to raise money for home missions and
church extension, eighteen thousand dollars; in other words, we had the
little heart. We had the little heart to give eighteen thousand dollars for
taking care of Christians around home that could go to the churches that are
established, but we had only nine thousand dollars for the many, many
millions of people that never heard of Jesus Christ. I maintain that when
Christians have their hearts filled with God’s light, and enlarged with God’s
light, they should be just as much interested in the poor Japanese beyond
the sea, the poor heathen down in Africa as in those heathen right around
their own doors. Does the sun that shines in heaven throw its light only on
one spot on the earth? Does it try to throw its light only on one globe?
No. The sun, just because it is a light, throws its light on the moon, and on
the earth, and every part of it that is turned toward it. A cloud cannot get
between us and the sun without being made brilliant on the other side wath
the same sun that gives light to us. Let us pray for enlarged hearts; let us
pray for the missionary spirit that shall make us reach out in every way, and
enlarge with our gifts, enlarge with our prayers and with our praises for the
salvation of the world. It does not seem to me that we have grasped the true
spirit of missions in this twentieth century. God said, “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”
Sometimes I feel that I ought to take that one text and preach on it fifty-two
times in one year, until we understand that when God says. Go, He means
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go; when He says preach. He means preach; when He says Gospel, He
means Gospel; when He says world. He means world; when He says all
nations, He means all nations; when He says, he that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved. He means they shall be saved; and when He says he
that believeth not shall be damned. He means they shall be damned. That is
what God means, but it does seem to me, dear friends, that we think that
God is fooling when He says these words; it does look as if we thought our
tobacco was worth more than the salvation of the world. Many a man is
walling to spend $20 a year for the filth that goes into his mouth, but is not
willing to spend twenty cents for home missions, unless he can get a half a
dollar supper. Oh, shame for Christianity in the present day. What am I
doing? What are you doing? I am spending more for my girls’ hats than I
am for the salvation of souls. We ought to get down on our knees for shame
for the way we are having our hearts narrowed down, so narrow, so narrow,
that providing we can get a ten-cent supper, we will give ten cents for
missions. It is a wonder that God is saving the world as long as He is. It is a
wonder that we Christians are not robbed of our churches and of the
presence of God; that we do not go back to heathendom as Africa did. I do
not believe, not excluding myself at all, there is one preacher in America
today that is a true missionary. I do not believe there is one professed
Christian in ten thousand that is trying to carry out exactly what God
means. Let us not sit around this morning and point to our neighbor and say,
he doesn’t do anything. None of us are doing anything. When our year book
comes out again it will be a disgrace before God and heaven, what we are
doing for foreign missions. And what I say of this church I am saying of
every church on God’s earth. We are willing to spend dollars for excursions,
hundreds of dollars for pride, and to hold on to the filthy dirt we have got,
and hold on until we die, then it is all gone and our children fight over it,
but nothing for missions. I believe if I could get the right kind of missionary
spirit myself that you would soon have it. I believe the trouble is with us
preachers. I believe we are in the ministry just like a great many people are
in business, to make a little money, to get along, just keep on until we die.
Oh, for a spirit of John the Baptist! Oh, for the spirit of an Elijah! My God,
give me the missionary spirit, and by Thy help I will give it to Thy people.
“Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be
enlarged.” Oh God, enlarge Thy servant’s heart; enlarge Thy servants’
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hearts, and may Thy servants’ hearts enlarged be the means of enlarging the
heart of Thy Church. Amen.

3. Our Hearts Should Shine

We not only find, dear friends, that this heart of the Christian should be
enlarged, but we find furthermore that this same heart should shine.

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.”

Our Christian hearts ought to shine upward, outward, and reflexively.

First of all, we must let our hearts shine upward. “Arise, shine, for thy
light 1s come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” We ought to
give God the glory. There is the trouble; we are trying to get a little glory
for ourselves. Every man who does anything is willing to talk about what he
is doing; every woman who does anything wants the glory for herself, and
just in that way we are robbing God of His glory, taking the missionary
spirit out of the churches and robbing immortal souls of salvation. Oh, that
we could all sing, every service, All glory be to God on high, and keep on
singing it until we will consider it an offense to give us praise for anything.
what praise do I deserve? Nothing. What praise do you deserve? Nothing.
Why is it we are constantly worrying about this and that? Because we have
the wrong idea, that some man ought to have the praise for it. None of us
deserves praise. When we have done our very best, we have only done
partly our duty, and when we have done our duty, we should look up and
thank God we are able to do our duty. If I have any strength at all to stand
here, who gave it to me but God? And if I have any wisdom at all, who
gave it to me but God? If I have any gift at all, how could I ever have it but
by God’s grace and mercy? If you have any gift, who deserves the glory but
God alone? We should stop thinking some man is going to get the glory,
and all join hand to hand and heart to heart, and let our hearts shine upward
and give all glory to our Master. We should not be talking about which one
has the best Sunday School class, or which one is doing this or that better
than the other; we should simply say, All glory be to God on high, and then
our hearts would begin to shine upward.

And after shining upward, our hearts will begin to shine outward. We
find this shining outward goes in any way — any direction; it consists of
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gifts — gifts of money; gifts of prayer and praise. “The multitude of camels
shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba
shall come; they shall bring gold and incense; and they shall show forth the
praises of the Lord.” If a man is a Christian, as I say, he is going to shine
out; he is going to take his means that God gave him and hand it over for
the special purpose of sending missionaries out to the world; he is going to
use his tongue to praise God; he 1s going to shine out. As long as a man
does not care whether he worships God or not, he can keep his tongue quiet;
but when he is once filled with God’s eternal light he cannot keep quiet in
congregational singing. I knew a woman who could not sing Old Hundred if
you gave her a hundred dollars, yet you could not have hired her for a
thousand dollars to keep quiet when the congregation began to sing. She
sang because filled with love to God, filled with God’s light, she let it shine
out. We are told they shall even come from Midian and Ephah and from
Sheba, and shall all praise the Lord. Are you surprised when I urge upon
you to buy a hymnbook. If you were going to war I would want you to take
a sword; I would want you to go prepared. What would any one think of an
army leaving its weapons at home? That is about the way most people go to
church; they sit down without a hymnbook; they sit down without a Bible
and without prayer. Let your light shine out. Two thousand voices all
praising God will bring everybody to Christ who comes to hear. Then see
that we do not sit down and refuse to make use of the weapons God gave
us. Shine with gifts. Shine with our lives.

There 1s nothing that has such an influence in a community as a good
Christian life. A man came from the east not long ago and stopped at one of
our cities in this state, and asked a friend, What kind of people are out west?
Why, he replied, what kind of people are east? All bad. Well, he said, that is
just the kind we have west; they are all bad. The same day another man
stopped at the same house, going west, and asked what kind of people he
would find out there. What kind of neighbors did you leave in the east? was
the reply. They are all good there. You will find them all good out west, too.
A bad man will find bad neighbors wherever he goes; a good man will
make good neighbors wherever he goes. You understand what I mean. Let
your light shine out. Go into a community and live as God wants you to
live, and you are preaching every day with your silence, and with your life,
a sermon that will go down deep into the heart of every neighbor.
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Then we ought to shine reflexively. We are told, “And the Gentiles shall
come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.” We are told
again of these people, “they shall bring gold and incense; and they shall
show forth the praises of the Lord.” — indicating the reflex action of the
light. If you give missionaries to the world, if you give gifts and light to the
world, that light must come back again. This is true wherever you look. It is
true in nature. When the leaves fall down from the tree, the tree does not
lose anything; the leaves protect the roots during the winter, and the next
spring will send forth buds again more beautiful than ever. The ocean loses
nothing when it gives its waters to the rays of the sun; when it is lifted up in
a cloud and carried over the mountains, covers them with snow; the next
summer’s heat melts the snow and brings the water down the mountains and
back to the ocean again. No difference what you do, when you throw a light
out it is going to come back again. Cast thy bread upon the waters; for thou
shalt find it after many days. And so you will find missionary work always
does pay. Our forefathers were all heathen. Did you ever think of that? We
did not come from Israel; we came from men and women who used to cut
each other’s heads off with stone knives in Europe, and if missionaries had
not been sent to them, we would all have been cannibals today. See what we
are doing now that the Gospel came to us. We are called to bring the Gospel
back to where it started. The light must come back again, and you will find
that the more you do for God’s kingdom, the more it will do for you. It is a
great blessing for you to get interested in the world’s salvation, because
then you will find you will be interested in your own. The church that does
not interest itself in the salvation of souls beyond the seas, is not much
interested in the salvation of souls at home. Just as soon as I become
intensely interested in the salvation of the people living on the other side of
the globe, just so soon will I become interested in the salvation of father and
mother, of son and daughter; but whenever we are willing to allow a man to
be damned on the other side of the world, we are willing that father and
mother shall be damned and that the children shall be damned. The
missionary spirit cannot be confined to a little heart; it either must go out to
the world, or it dies. May God our heavenly Father, give us this light until it
shall shine forth by gifts, and prayers, and songs of praise, until we shall be
intensely interested in the welfare of every Christian missionary on God’s
earth, and then by reflex action may the light come back to us, until we be
more and more interested in our own salvation, in the salvation of our
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children, in the salvation of our friends, yes, and in the salvation of our
enemies. Arise, shine forth, dear Christian friends, the balance of your days.
Amen.

Prayer

O God, our heavenly Father, we pray Thee this evening that Thou wilt give
to Thy servants all over the world a real consciousness of what they are
here for, and of what it means for them to stand as dying men before a
perishing world. O Father in heaven, Thou who seest the poor heathen who
are still living in ignorance all around this world, and seest the inactivity of
Thy Church, do Thou send the messenger of God, who himself shall
enlighten and shall be the means of sending others, until hand in hand and
heart to heart, we shall carry out the great heart of God in its blessing to the
darkened heart of the world. Hear this our prayer for Jesus sake, who taught
us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; Give us this day our
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For
Thine i1s the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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10. Thinking Sunday School
Teachers. First Sunday After
Epiphany.

I Beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be ye not
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. For I say, through the
grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the
measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the
same office; so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of
another. Rom. 12:1-5.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth. Amen.

Beloved Teachers and Officers of the First Lutheran Sunday School, and Christian Hearers:

I REJOICE TO HAVE such a corps of teachers as we have in this church, and to
have such officers, who are willing to give their bodies as a sacrifice to
carry on the work that is to be done in this city by this congregation. I
would, therefore, have you, in the very beginning, not to think too much of
yourselves. | should say, in the language of Paul, through the grace given
unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath
dealt to every man the measure of faith. We read in our latest missionary
reports of Christian schools that are being held in heathen lands, and how
many thousands of children are being brought out of the darkness of
heathendom into the glorious light of the kingdom of God by Christian
schools every day, and when I hear of those Christian schools in heathen
lands, I sometimes feel that I would like to move my family into those
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Christian spots in heathen lands, where I could have a Sunday school every
day. If a parochial school which educates the children every day in matters
pertaining to the soul is such a wonderful blessing, surely we cannot
overestimate the value of a Sunday school which, though it only occupies a
short time, reaches a great many people that otherwise could not be
reached. I know of some churches that have parochial schools in which
children are educated from Monday morning until Friday evening in the
Word of God, and then you find no Sunday school in those churches. That
is a mistake. If I had a parochial school in this church that would educate all
the children five or six days in a week, I should still insist upon a Sunday
school, for a Sunday school is not only, for children that can go every day to
a parochial or public school, but the Sunday school should be for the pastor,
and for the older people as well as for the young, as one large school, to
study the Word of God. The Apostle Paul, of all the apostles, was the
deepest thinker. Peter tells us himself that he was so deep that at times he
was hard to understand; but this great logician and theologian was not only
a thinker himself, but he wanted others to think; he wanted these Romans,
gifted men, to use their minds to think of the deep things that are found in
God’s Word. The more I study God’s Word, and the more I compare it with
the education of people of later days, the more I am convinced that we need
thinking teachers; we need the very best men and women that can be found
in the Church of God to educate the rest in this glorious truth that lies
before us tonight. I will, therefore, ask you to meditate a few moments with
me, as teachers, officers and hearers, on the theme,

Thinking Sunday School Teachers

I. They must think deeply of God.
II. They must think of the world and the church.
II1. They must work harmoniously together.

l. They Must Think Deeply of God

Thinking Sunday school teachers must think deeply of God — of His will, of
His sacrifice and of His mercies.

1. The Will of God
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“Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good,
and acceptable, and perfect will of God.”

The first duty we have as teachers is to know the will of our heavenly
Father, and it is not hard to find out, in general, what that will is. This Book
is called the Old and the New Testament. Testament itself means will. The
Old Testament means the will of God given before Christ was born, and the
New Testament means the will of God given in the later days after Christ
was born. When we read through the Bible carefully, we find out that in this
Book God has told us the will of the Father, the will of the Son, and the will
of the Holy Ghost. We find in general it is the will of God that all men
should be saved. We find in this Old Testament the words: “As I live, saith
the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
should turn from his evil way and live.” We find in the New Testament
these words, contained in the will: “God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” We find in the Old Testament the will of God
expressed in the Divine law, that we should love God with all our heart,
with all our soul, and mind, and strength, and our neighbor as ourselves. We
find in the New Testament that this law is the schoolmaster that is to bring
us to Christ. We find in this Book the words: “Search the Scriptures, for in
them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of Me.”
We find in this Book these words: “Blessed are they that hear the Word of
God and keep it.” We find in this Word another message, and that is: “And
that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” One of the very first
duties, therefore, of you as teachers is to study the Word of God that you
may know the will of the Father, who surely wanted the world saved, or He
would not have given His only Son to die for us. You must study this Word
that you may know the will of Jesus Christ, who surely wanted the world
saved or He would not have laid down His life on Calvary, and cried out:
“Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.” Study this Word that
you may know the will of the Holy Spirit, who surely wanted everybody
saved, or He would not call, and call, and call, and gather, and gather, and
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gather, and enlighten and sanctify and keep His people. The call is going
out today all over the world: Come to your Savior. Turn to the true and
living God. Escape for your life!

Knowing, then, that this is the will of God, it becomes our duty to search
the Bible diligently; not only to search it at home, but to make use of every
help that we can get. It is well understood in public schools that the teacher
who does not attend the conventions, who does not attend the teachers’
meetings shall be barred from teaching, and it is perfectly correct that that
should be done. If we want to be teachers at all, we should try to be just as
efficient and sufficient as we possibly can. One of the very first principles,
therefore, of a good Sunday school should be that every teacher, if he
possibly can, should make it his duty and his privilege to attend the
teachers’ meetings, for a twofold purpose: one is to get knowledge that he
has not got, and the other 1s to give knowledge to others that they have not
got. While I say this, I say it with all love and all patience. Let us not forget,
dear friends, that long life on certain lines makes us live on those lines, and
it is hard to get out of them. Let us not forget that only a few months back
we had a very small teachers’ meeting of our own; some of you who are the
most enthusiastic today were not attending the teachers’ meetings at all a
year ago. There may be others who cannot see their way clear to attend
even now. Let us have very much patience with them and not criticize them
harshly. Pray God to help us all to see that there is more wisdom in many
than in few; help us to see that we should be helpers among each other; that
we should work together to find out the glorious will of God.

Notice what kind of a will it is: It is a good will, an acceptable will, and
a perfect will. The question is not so much what does the pastor want, or
what does the superintendent want, or what do the officers want, but what
does God want? God’s will is good; God’s will is not only good, but it is
acceptable; not only acceptable, but perfect, and the more we can all come
together and sit down at the feet of the great Teacher, Jesus Christ, and
listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit, the more we will be equipped to be
thinking teachers. Do not forget what was said by the wisest man ever born
of woman, aside from Jesus Christ Himself. He said, The fear of God is the
beginning of all wisdom. The very beginning of all wisdom; and if the fear
of God is the beginning of all wisdom, how can a man be wise when he has
not got the fear of God in his heart; and if he does not know the will of God,
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how can he have the fear of God in his heart? Let us, therefore, think very
much of the will of God.

2. God’s Great Sacrifice

Then, as teachers we should not only think of the will of God, but of the
great sacrifice that He made.

“I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a
living sacrifice.”

Why does this great apostle lay such great stress upon this living sacrifice?
Because he has in mind another sacrifice that was made, namely, the
sacrifice of God, and that was the sacrifice of death. Oh, we cannot dwell
too much upon the death of the Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary; that is the one
story, the sweet old story that the teacher must not only teach, but hear,
every week and every day; we must not only hear it, but think and meditate
upon it very much. I confess as I stand before you tonight, that about every
good thought I have ever had, and about everything that has gone to make
half a man of me, has been received very close to the cross of Christ.

There have been times when I felt in my own carnal way like taking
revenge on some people, and then I would walk up to that cross and think a
little while; I would hear my Savior saying there, as the blood was running
down His hands and His feet and His breast, “Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do”; and the longer I stayed there, the more 1 was
compelled to say, Oh, fool, why not let this revenge be washed out of thy
heart with the prayer of Christ, Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do. I have often thought. Oh, that I might be in a world where
God’s laws were not so strict; that I might be in a world where I might obey
that voice of the flesh which says, Come on, eat, drink and be merry, have a
joyful time; then I have walked up to the cross of Calvary, and as I stood
there and looked at that crown of thorns upon my Savior’s head, and at the
wounds of Him hanging there in death, standing in the presence of God
alone, I have said to myself, If those feet are bleeding and dying for me,
must [ permit my feet to walk on forbidden paths? If that One is dying there
for me, atoning for a sinful world, must I go out and enjoy myself, treading
upon the very thorns that are now pressing upon His bleeding brow? And
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the more I stood there, the more I felt that the victory would be given to the
spirit, and that the flesh must be conquered. Standing before the cross of
Calvary, let us not forget to sing every day of the blood of Calvary. Let us
not forget to sing:

"Alas, and did my Savior bleed,
And did my Sovereign die?

Would He devote that sacred head
For such a worm as 1?

Was it for crimes that [ had done
He groaned upon the tree?

Amazing pity! grace unknown!
And love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide.
And shut his glories in,

When Christ, the mighty Maker, died
For man the creature’s sin!

Thus might I hide my blushing face,
While His dear cross appears;

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt my eyes to tears.

But drops of grief can ne’er repay
The debt of love I owe;

Here, Lord, I give myself away,
"Tis all that I can do."

I would have you go to the cross every day, and as you look into the face of
Jesus, say, and pray:

“O bleeding Head, and wounded,
And full of pain and scorn;
In mockery surrounded
With cruel crown of thorn.
O Head, before adorned
With grace and majesty.
Insulted now, and scorned —
All Hail! I bid to Thee.”
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I would have you stand before that cross and say:

“Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee!
Let the water and the blood,

From Thy riven side that flowed,
Be of sin the double cure.

Save me. Lord, and make me pure.”

And think, and think, and think, of the great sacrifice of God, until that
message of John, Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the
world! shall drive you to your Sunday school class to teach your children
the wonderful love of God. That was a dead sacrifice, and that being a dead
sacrifice, the great apostle says, Now give Him a living sacrifice.

3. His Mercies
I would have you to think deeply of His mercies.

“I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God which is your reasonable service.”

Oh, the mercies of God! Oh, the mercy of God that permitted us to be born
in a civilized land! Oh, the mercy of God that permitted most of us to be
born of Christian mothers and begotten of Christian fathers! Oh, the mercy
of God that took some of us, even in our infancy, and brought us to the altar
of God in Holy Baptism! Oh, the mercy of God that taught us the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer and many other
beautiful prayers long before we remember anything! Oh, the mercy of God
that sent to our old homes that good pastor who instructed us in the Word of
God, though at the time we did not understand exactly what we were doing,
but the seed was sown there, and it remained and brought forth a harvest,
and today we are reaping its benefits! Oh, the mercy of God, that has been
watching over us when we would have gone astray, and led us back again!
Oh, the mercy of God that has thrown obstacles in our way that have kept
us from going to destruction! Oh, the mercy of God that has led us
throughout all our trials when mother was not with us, and when father was
not with us, but has led us up to the present hour! And oh, the mercy of God
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that reaches down and takes us up in His arms, for the Son of man is come
to seek and to save the lost! Oh, the mercy of God that forgave us our many
sins day after day until the present hour! Oh, the mercy of God that has kept
us out of hell! Oh, the mercy of God that has given us the health and the
strength not only to be Christians, but to be teachers and to show others the
right way! Oh, the mercy of God that has kept us this hour and enabled us
to sit here at the cross of Christ, to think of His will, of His sacrifice, and of
His mercies! Think of these things, my friends, and then you will become
efficient and sufficient teachers.

IIl. They Must Think of The World and The
Church

Thinking Sunday school teachers must also think of the world and of the
church.

“And be ye not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind.” Be not conformed to this world.

1. What is this world?

It does seem to me that is a question that ought to stand before the minds of
teachers day by day — What is the world? Do we mean this earth? Oh, no,
the Church of God is on this earth. When we speak of the world, of people,
as a rule we mean that part of the world that is still in darkness; that is not
regenerated; that is not living a spiritual life. We speak of those people who
are still in their natural state, and, as we heard this morning, there are many,
many millions of people, not only in heathen lands, but all around us, who
are simply living the animal life, trying to enjoy themselves, caring nothing
whatever about the will of God; their whole object in life is to eat, drink,
and wear new clothing, to be in style, to go on and get everything out of this
life that can be gotten out of it, and let the future take care of itself. It is not
very hard for you to understand what the world is; you can see it all around
you; and you can not only see it all around you, but you can see a good deal
of it right in you. If you will simply hunt up that spirit on this earth that
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says, what is the difference what God wants; that says, what is the
difference what the preacher says; that says, what is the difference what the
church teaches, come on now, and have a good time, come on and sow your
wild oats, come on and enjoy yourself; if God did not want you to do this
and that, why did He give you the desire? So come on, and live just as any
lower animal would live; you will find that is the world, and I say, dear
teachers, you cannot help but think of that world if you want to be efficient
teachers.

2. What is the Church?

On the other hand, you ought to get clear in your minds what the Church is.
Remember, the Church is not made of stone, nor of brick; remember the
Church i1s not a building; remember the Church is not made up of
hypocrites; remember there is a Church militant and a Church triumphant,
and remember that Church militant is still here on earth, and is mixed up
with a great many people who call themselves Christians and are not;
remember there are not many churches in the world, there is only one
Church, and it is that which we confess in the Apostles’ Creed when we
say, | believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Christian Church, and this Holy
Christian Church 1s found there where the Holy Sacraments are
administered according to His Word, and where the Word is preached in its
purity; and those are members of God’s Church who have put on Christ
when they were baptized, and live in Him. There is a great difference
between congregations, and the Church; there is a great difference between
denominations and the Church. The Church 1s made up of all true believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who are faithful unto Him until death, and at last
shall receive the crown of eternal life. Congregations may have hypocrites
in them — the Church of God has none. The apostle says the Church of God
shall be without spot and without wrinkle. The Church of God, therefore,
consists of faithful men and women who believe in God, and who are
faithful until death, and will receive, therefore, the crown of eternal life.
When you think about the Church as it really is, and the world as it
really is, you must notice the great difference between the two. “And be ye
not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
minds.” From these words you can readily see that there is a great gulf
between the world and the Church, and the only way to come from the
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world to the Church i1s to make a transformation, and the transformation
need not be a visible one, of your bodies, but it must be a mental
transformation, a transformation of heart. A child of God is no more like he
was when a child of the devil, than heaven is like hell. A Sunday school
teacher must think on these lines and ask himself the question every day.
Am 1 transformed, or am I still conformed to the world? There is a
difference between the world and the Church, as there is a difference
between the death of a child of God and a child of sin; as there must be a
difference on the Judgment Day between a man that is saved and a man that
1s lost; as there must be a difference between a man in hell and a man in
heaven. The Lord God said of Israel that He would take them out of Egypt,
and show that there is a difference between Israel and Egypt, and in the
present day it becomes absolutely necessary for every preacher, and for
every teacher to think, and think, and think, until he can draw the line
between the world and the Church.

If there is absolutely no difference between the world and the Church,
then there is no use in having a Church, then there is no use in having a
Sunday school. If it means after all that we are all going to be saved when
we die, for my part I am willing to give up the Church. You understand
what I mean. I maintain that to be a child of God requires a transformation
that makes me think as I did not think before I was a child of God, and
because [ think differently now than 1 did before, I am no more in
opposition to my thoughts as a Christian, than a child of the devil is in
opposition to his thoughts as a child of the devil. Sunday school work and
Church work is not to get a man that loves the devil to serve God, but to get
the man that loves the devil to hate the devil and love God and serve Him.
A transformation must take place in the teacher and the one to be taught,
and unless we get clear in our minds that there is a line that is as evident as
the gulf between heaven and hell, between church members and children of
the devil, we never can be thinking Sunday school teachers.

lll. Sunday School Teachers Must Work
Together

This leads me finally to state that thinking Sunday school teachers must
work harmoniously together, body and soul, man and God, man and man.
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1. You must work harmoniously with yourself, body and
soul.

"I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

Remember, dear teachers, that your bodies are the temples of the Holy
Ghost, and it is your duty to keep that body holy, to keep that body
acceptable unto God, and to render a living sacrifice. You all understand
what a sacrifice means, it means something that you feel. When Jesus
Christ died on Calvary He did not take the strong drink that was to rob Him
of feeling. He refused to take it because He wanted to die and feel the very
sufferings of hell, that He might save you and me, and not until the stupor
of death had come did He allow the vinegar to touch His lips. A sacrifice,
therefore, means suffering. Now on our part we are not to die because we
are Christians, or because we are Sunday school teachers, but we should
make these bodies of ours work harmoniously with the soul for God. I say
with the soul, for it is said here: “And be not conformed to this world; but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” In other words, your
mind must be transformed and become like the mind of Christ, and then
your body must be used as a sacrifice to work harmoniously with your
mind. You can sit at home and think and think, I ought to go and hunt up
this Sunday school scholar, and I ought to go and see that one, and bring
them to the house of God, but if you are thinking that way, and you are not
willing to sacrifice your feet to let them walk, and not willing to sacrifice
your body to go and do something; if you are not willing to lend your ears
to hear, and your eyes to see, and make use of your body for the purpose of
carrying out the thoughts of your mind, your work is all in vain — in fact,
you are doing nothing. Can you not see, therefore, that to be a thinking
Sunday school teacher, you must make your thoughts move your hands, and
your feet, and your body in conformity with your thinking?

Not only must you have harmony between body and soul, but you must
have harmony between man and God. In other words, we should not try to
get God to do things the way we want them done, but we should try to do
things the way God wants them done. “Be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
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perfect, will of God.” Let us, therefore, learn to work in harmony with God.
I never knew a minister of the Gospel to fail in His ministry if he stuck right
to the literal Word of God, if faithful in the teaching of that truth; and no
Sunday school teacher will fail if he endeavors to conform himself entirely
to the will of God and work harmoniously with Him. The great trouble is
this, we get notions of our own and try to make God come and work with us
instead of trying to get ourselves to work with Him.

The last thought I would give you tonight is this, that we should work
harmoniously together, man and man. “For as we have many members in
one body, and all members have not the same office: so we, being many, are
one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.” We can easily
see, dear friends, in our own bodily make up that we must be in harmony
with ourselves. Man is made up of many different parts, and what would he
do if any one part of his body would refuse to work in harmony with the
other? Our hands are made to toil; our feet are made to walk; our eyes are
made to see; our ears are made to hear; our mouths are made to speak, and
eat, and sing songs of praise; every part of our body has its function, and
unless these parts all work together, we call the man sick. If any one part of
the body refuses to act, we say that man is an imperfect man. It does not kill
a man to take off his hand, but, oh, how much better he could work if he
had it. It will not necessarily kill a man to cut off one foot, but how much
better he could walk if he had it. It does not kill a man necessarily to lose
his sight, or to lose his hearing, but how much better he could get along
with them. And so it is with regard to the Sunday school teachers. “For as
we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same
office: so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members
one of another.” It becomes our duty, therefore, first of all, when we work
together as man and man, to remember that we have enemies that will make
us all the trouble that we need. Do not think, dear teachers and
superintendents, that because we have now and then matters that bother us,
that therefore things are all upside down. I would call your attention to this
great fact, that just as long as we as teachers and superintendents and pastor
all work together for the spreading of God’s kingdom, that the devil will try
his best to make us all the trouble he can; that the world itself will not rest,
and that our own flesh will do its work. Do not forget that Christ told us we
have three great enemies, the devil, the world, and our own flesh, and these
three enemies you will always find where the kingdom of God is being
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spread. You need not expect the devil to do very much harm in churches
where they do not preach the Gospel in its purity, or in a church where they
are not striving to spread God’s kingdom or win souls heavenward, for he
has his work done; there is nothing to do any more. The place the devil has
work to do is where pastor and teachers and people are working for the
downfall of Satan’s kingdom, and you might just as well expect an army to
come here and try to rob us of our government and we not fight, as to
expect the devil, and the world, and the flesh to be satisfied if we are here to
try to overthrow his kingdom. Therefore become not discouraged when you
find there are many obstacles in the way, and that Satan sometimes comes
into our midst and stirs up even some of our own, who are working for the
downfall of Satan’s kingdom.

Simply remember that we must work together; yes, we must go hand in
hand. As I said a moment ago, a man with one hand is not a perfect man; a
man with no eyes cannot do the work of a man with eyes; therefore let us,
as teachers, work together, and pray together, that all teachers must come
and work harmoniously with us. Whenever we want to do anything let us
decide by a majority vote, and let that majority vote rule in all things except
the doctrines of the Bible, which no man can overthrow. Remember that we
must work harmoniously, if this work is to be successful, and pray for it,
and pray for it until the kingdom of God shall be ruled entirely by
harmonious action on the part of professed Christians.

Last of all, when we work together as man and man, let us remember
that each one should know his place. “All members have not the same
office.” Again: “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is
given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy, according to the proportion
of faith.” Paul recognized the fact that we should all recognize, that God
never intended that each one should have the mind of the other. What a
good thing it is to have some one man who makes the best superintendent;
some one man who makes the best assistant superintendent; some woman
the best teacher for the little children and some one just fit for this class,
and some one just fit for that class; and I cannot help thinking as 1 walk
through our Sunday school here every Sunday morning what a blessed
Sunday school it is, and how well nearly all of our teachers are fitted for the
places they occupy. I thank God every day for my Sunday school teachers; |
thank Him every day for one who is so efficient, and for others who are so
efficient down in that department where the little infants are brought. |
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cannot help thinking what a Godly woman 1s worth to the older infants, and
what Godly women are worth to the little children; what it is worth to have
men and women in our church that can teach the Bible so well to other men
and other women; and what a blessing it is to have so many men and
women studying God’s word from Sunday to Sunday. When we stop to
think that two thousand years ago the great Church of God had only eleven
Sunday School scholars, and has grown up to be what it is today with four
hundred and fifty millions of people, and then think of the six hundred! and
more that we have in this church alone, what a mighty future we have
before us if we simply stand hand in hand and heart to heart, each willing to
do the will of God, and think deeply of His will, and of His great sacrifice,
and of His great mercies; what a future we have before us if we think
deeply of the world and of the church and of the great gulf between them,
and 1f we have our bodies in harmony with our souls; if we have man joined
to God, and man to man; if we work together against the devil, the world,
and our own sinful flesh, work in harmony and each one in his own place.
Therefore, superintendent, know your place, and thank God that He has
placed you where you are, as well as your assistant, and work together, with
your pastors, for the upbuilding of God’s kingdom. Officers, remember the
special duty to which you have been called. You would not have been
placed where you are if God had not seen fit to train you for that place, and
therefore, be faithful. Do not forget the lesson of this first Sunday after
Epiphany. Do not forget the first recorded words of Jesus: “Wist ye not that
I must be about My Father’s business?”” Oh, dear teachers and officers, we
have got some of our Father’s business to do this coming year. Let us pray
God that we may be about His business, and be faithful, carrying out the
Word from day to day, until many souls shall be strengthened for the trials
they shall meet, and many others shall be won for the kingdom of heaven.
Would that every one of us would resolve before we go out of this house
tonight, from henceforth to be about the Father’s business. Amen.

Prayer

O God, our heavenly Father, we thank Thee that Thou hast so blessed Thy
Holy Word that these souls have been brought into Thy kingdom and
rejoice in Thee. We ask Thee now to bless this message to our own souls.
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Help us to be thankful to Thee that we have minds with which to think, and
help us to develop these minds by thinking of Him who gave them. O Lord,
today fill our minds with Thy will, and make our wills conform with Thine.
Help these wills of ours to be cleared and purified by the blood of Thy
sacrifice. We thank Thee that Thou hast delivered us from the world and
brought us into Thy church. We pray Thee that Thou wilt help us not to
place the church in that light that it cannot be distinguished from the world;
and help us not to treat the world in such a way that it cannot be
distinguished from the church. We pray Thee that Thou wilt help us to work
together in this coming year as we never have before, and O Father in
heaven, give us that desire to have the communion of the Holy Ghost with
us, that we may pray for Him day by day to sanctify us wholly to His work.
Give Thy special blessing to Brother Smith and Dr. Sattler as
superintendents of this school; we pray Thee to give them special wisdom
every day and special strength to do that which is best for the glory of Thy
name. We pray Thee to be with all those teachers in this upper room, from
the room where Brother Cummings teaches in one corner, to the room
where Sister Cummings teaches in the other. May they all work hand in
hand for the spreading of Thy kingdom. We ask Thy special blessing upon
Mrs. Idleman, with all her assistants in the infant department. We ask Thy
special blessing upon Miss Kline as superintendent of the home department.
We ask Thy special blessing upon the choir of this Sunday School for their
assistance in helping to praise God. We ask Thee, heavenly Father, to be
with all those teachers who may be absent tonight; they may have reasons,
O God, that are good in Thy sight, far better than we may know; we ask
Thee to bless them. We pray Thee to bless the many scholars coming here
from Sunday to Sunday; we pray Thee to give them a special interest in the
lesson. We ask Thee to help that every teacher that can be here on. Tuesday
evening will be found in the teachers’ meeting, not to please the pastor, not
to please the superintendents, not to please the teachers, but to please Thee,
O God. Hear this our prayer, and go with us all through life, and finally,
when this school of life is all ended, take us. home into the school of the
holy angels, into the school of the saints on high, into the presence of
Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray: Our Father who art in heaven;
Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth, as
it 1s in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
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temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

1. Now nearly 1200 enrolled.<
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11. Christians In Christ. Second
Sunday After Epiphany.

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let
us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or ministry, let us wait on our ministering;
or he that teacheth, on teaching; or he that exhorteth, on exhortation; he that giveth, let him
do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with
cheerfulness. Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that
which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor
preferring one another; not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing
in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; distributing to the necessity of
saints; given to hospitality. Bless them which persecute you: bless and curse not. Rejoice
with them that do not rejoice, and weep with them that weep. Be of the same mind one
toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate." Rom. 12:6-16.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth. Amen.

Beloved in Christ:

THE QUESTION THAT A FAITHFUL PASTOR must ask himself every day is not how
many members there are in his church, but how many Christians. Are we
Christians? That is the question ministers of the Gospel should ask
themselves; that is the question church members should ask themselves;
that is the question that comes home to us tonight with force when we
consider the Gospel lesson which we have just read before this service. I
wonder how many preachers there are in the United States today who are
preaching a Christ crucified who made wine; I wonder how many there are
who are preaching on the second chapter of John and the first eleven verses,
the Gospel lesson selected for this day. I wonder how many there are who
have the courage to stand up and say that Jesus Christ made wine which
would make people intoxicated if they would drink enough of it. I wonder,
furthermore, how many professed Christians there are today who, if their
daughter were to be married, would invite Jesus Christ to the wedding,
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providing it were understood that he would make one hundred and eight
gallons of wine and set it out by the porch. I wonder how many people there
are today who have the courage to stand by the true Word of God in all
these things I have mentioned, and who are willing to live in Christ in order
that they may work in Him as members of His body. We are told in the last
verse of the text for last Sunday evening:

“So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.”

If we are in Christ, how could we live any other kind of a life but the one
that Christ would have us live on earth? Let me ask the question tonight,
How many of us are living in Christ?

Christians in Christ

is the theme which I hope the Holy Spirit will apply to your hearts tonight
with force from on high. Christians in Christ will do two things:

I. They will abhor that which is evil.
II. They will cleave to that which is good.

l. Jealousy

“Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.”

That verse is the key to the text of the evening. There are certain things that
every Christian in Christ must abhor, and the first that I would mention is
jealousy.

1. Different Gifts

“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let
us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or ministry, let us wait on our ministering;
or he that teacheth, on teaching; or he that exhorteth, on exhortation; he that giveth, let him
do it with simplicity; he that ruleth with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with
cheerfulness.”
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We find that Christians have different gifts, and, having these different gifts,
they are very apt to become just a little jealous of each other. You cannot
imagine that any member of the human body is in conflict with the other.
My right arm is not in conflict with my left; my eye is not in conflict with
my ear, nor the ear with the eye. Not one member in a human body can be
in conflict with the other, or dare to be jealous of the other’s action, and any
one member refusing to do its part, throws a burden on the other parts of
that body. Just so it is with regard to the Christian. He is a member of the
body of Christ, and every Christian is a member of the body of Christ. If
one member is not satisfied with his position in life, with the gift that God
has given him, and becomes jealous of others that have higher positions, he
is not ready to do as it is said here he should do, to give honor to another. If
there 1s any one thing in the world that a man must despise and abhor, if he
lives in Christ Jesus, it is jealousy. You cannot imagine Jesus Christ jealous
of any one. Did you ever see Him angry and envious because some one
prospered more than He did? No. And yet there are people who call
themselves professed Christians who cannot bear to see any one prosper. I
have often thought if there is any one person in the world that ought to be
free from jealousy, it 1s the minister of the Gospel, and yet I must confess
that I have found just as much jealousy among ministers of the Gospel as
among doctors or lawyers. The whole world is full of jealousy. Sin has
brought pride into the world, and pride has planted jealousy into the hearts
of the people, and even those best gifted are sometimes guilty of this great
crime.

How much harm has been done in this world by jealousy! Look at the
great battle fought down at Balaklava, which has been made the subject of
Tennyson’s song, sung of the Six Hundred who rode down to death:

“Cannon to right of them,
Cannon to left of them,
Cannon in front of them
Volleyed and thundered;
Storm’d at with shot and shell.
Boldly they rode and well,
Into the jaws of Death
Into the mouth of Hell
Rode the six hundred.”
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But, my friends, four hundred and fifty of that six hundred fell upon that
battlefield; and only one hundred and fifty came back. Why were there so
many men slaughtered that day? All on account of one man being jealous of
another. Had it not been that Lord Lucan was jealous of Lord Cardigton,
Tennyson would not have written that poem, and four hundred and fifty
men would not have been slaughtered on that field of death.

And thus we can look at the very death of Jesus Christ. It was the
jealousy of the religious Pharisees, who could not bear to see a greater
teacher than they in the city of Jerusalem. How many times we find in the
Christian Church that just when everything seems to prosper most, there are
hearts so full of jealousy they almost run over. They cannot be in Christ and
have that jealous heart. Let us ask ourselves the question tonight, are we in
Christ Jesus? If so, let us abhor that spirit that is apt to creep into each one
of our hearts, and down it with all the power that God can give us.

2. Hypocrisy

Another thing we must abhor, if we are Christians in Christ, is hypocrisy.
“Let love be without dissimulation.” Or, according to most translators, “Let
love be without hypocrisy.” You cannot imagine Jesus Christ hypocritical;
you cannot imagine He ever pretended to be anything He was not. He never
stood up boldly and boasted that He was the Son of God, but rather said, “I
am the Son of man,” and yet He could have said, “I am the Son of God”
without boasting, and He did say it at times to give glory to the Father; but
we find the Lord Jesus Christ putting the girdle around Him, and washing
the feet of His disciples, teaching true humility. — Always humble, always
the same Savior, because He is the Godman. How can you and I put on
Christ and pretend to be what we are not? How can people pretend to be
professed Christians when they are after all children of the devil?

How can we pretend to be followers of the humble Nazarene and be
filled with pride? How can we pretend to walk in the footsteps of Jesus
Christ on Sunday, and all week walk on paths He has forbidden? Let us
abhor hypocrisy. Let us appear to be just what we are, nothing more, and
nothing less.

3. Hatred

153



Another thing we must abhor if we are Christians in Christ is hatred. “Let
love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which 1s evil; cleave to that
which i1s good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love.”
Our Lord Jesus Christ loved every one. “God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” Jesus said, “Come unto Me, all ye that
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” He sat down among
sinners and ate with them. He said Himself, “The Son of man is come to
seek and save that which was lost. I love thee with an everlasting love.”
How can any one be in Christ Jesus and not have love for his fellowmen? In
other words, how can any one be in Christ Jesus and have hatred in his
heart toward this one or that one? It sometimes occurs even in the Christian
Church that when a certain one proposes anything, there are others who will
fight it, just because they have hatred in their hearts toward that one. We
cannot have that disposition and be in Christ Jesus. It is impossible. You
might just as well expect the devil to live in the heart of Jesus Christ as to
expect a man to dwell in Christ and have hatred in his heart toward any
person on earth. The Word of God says love your enemies and do good to
them which despitefully use you. How can you, dear hearer, have the spirit
of hatred in your heart against your brother, against any person on earth,
against your enemy, and live in Christ Jesus? It is impossible.

4. Laziness

Christians in Christ must also abhor laziness. “He that ruleth, with
diligence... not slothful in business.” You cannot find that Jesus Christ ever
was lazy; wherever you find Him, He is doing something; even when He
sits down on the well for a moment to rest. He there converts the Samaritan
woman. When the evening comes, and His disciples fall asleep, He goes up
on the mountain to pray. When Peter, and James, and John, cannot keep
awake any longer. He goes out into the garden of Gethsemane and sweats
drops of blood. Even before He began His ministry He took His tools in His
hand and helped His foster father to build houses and barns. Always
working, always doing something. Without Me, He says, ye can do nothing.
I cannot imagine any one in the world, living in Christ Jesus, sitting down,
slothful in business, not diligent in his work. A man may be lazy as long as
He is not spiritually alive; but how a man can become a real, genuine
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Christian; how a man can actually believe, as we confess in the Creed, that
there is an everlasting life, and everlasting punishment; how a man can
believe that Jesus is the only way to heaven, and that there is no other name
under heaven given among men, whereby man can be saved; how a man
can know there are eight hundred and fifty millions of people in the world
that never heard of this Only Way; how a man can know that by the
thousands they are perishing every moment, and can then sit down and idly
say, I am a child of God, and I am in Christ, if everything else goes to
destruction, I cannot understand. When a man is in Christ Jesus he must
wake up and stop being slothful in business, in religion, in anything he may
engage in. Ask yourself the question: Am I diligent or not? Am I busy or
not? Am I in Christ Jesus? That will settle it. The feet of Jesus were
walking, not resting; the hands of Jesus were blessing, not resting; He was
busy all the time, and even when He awoke from the dead. He went to the
gates of hell and cried, “Speak, hell, speak, where is thy victory? Behold,
Satan, behold thy kingdom crushed!” He was out of the grave and was
busy; He did not lose one moment; one hour at Emmaus; the next up in the
little room with His disciples saying, “Peace be unto you.” Wherever you
find Him, He 1s doing good. You cannot put on Jesus Christ and sit down
and do nothing. Christians must be busy people; they cannot be otherwise;
they must abhor laziness.

5. Cursing

Again, they must abhor cursing. “Bless them which persecute you; bless
and curse not.”

Once in a while we find professed Christians who do not deny but that
they may now and then utter a word that may be called by the best
definition cursing; they call it a weakness; but I would have you understand
that you cannot live in Christ Jesus and have that weakness; you cannot be
in Christ and curse. Imagine Jesus Christ standing before this altar tonight,
and I in Christ Jesus and I begin to curse; every one of you would say that is
not Christ. How then can you, as professed Christians, dwell in Christ Jesus
and have a cursing tongue in your mouths? The second commandment says,
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain, and that is the
Word of Christ in whom the Christian dwells.

155



6. Pride

Not only is it true that we must abhor cursing, but we should also abhor
pride. “Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but
condescend to men of low estate.” How often we find even professed
Christians trying to live a life away above the average people. How many
there are that are ashamed to associate with the common people. How many
there are that would never go down into the slums, or work among the poor,
or offer to assist them. How many there are who seem to think it is wise to
use big words which no one can understand; who seem to think it is a good
thing to belong to a church that is called aristocratic; who seem to think it is
wise to appear high headed. My dear friends, Jesus Christ never belonged to
any aristocratic church; Jesus Christ never walked around dressed in pride;
Jesus Christ was not ashamed to take the poor by the hand and assist them;
Jesus Christ was not willing to stone a poor woman because she had made a
mistake; He was perfectly willing to get right down at the feet of the
disciples and wash them, teaching them to be truly humble. When Jesus
Christ was willing to do those things, how can you think you are so much
better than any one else? How can you be proud? Remember that pride was
the fall of the angel that became the devil; he fell on account of his pride;
and he planted that pride into the heart of the natural man. If we stop to
think that we are but dust; that before long we will be at the cemetery, going
down into a hole five feet deep, and some poor mortal will say at the head
of that grave, “Earth to earth; ashes to ashes; dust to dust;” remembering
that we are becoming food for worms; remembering the sins we have
committed; remembering that we have not a single gift that God cannot take
away from us in a single moment, then why is there anything in us that
should make any of us proud? If we live in Christ Jesus, we must abhor
pride as we abhor the devil himself.

7. Sin in Any Form

And thus I might go on, but any one who has read that text will realize at
once that it admonishes against sin in any form. “Abhor that which is evil,”
says the Apostle Paul. It is not hard to know what evil is. Evil is sin, and sin
is the transgression of the law. God’s law says that He is the true and living
God and we should have no other gods before Him; therefore abhor idolatry
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and Christless religions. The law of God says we shall not take His name in
vain; therefore if you find your child cursing and using God’s name in vain,
punish that child so that it will be the last time it will ever be guilty of that
sin. The law of God demands of us that we remember the Sabbath Day to
keep it holy. If you find that you are living on Sunday as though there were
no Lord’s Day; if you find that you are lounging around instead of going to
God’s house; if you find that some daily paper is more interesting to you
than God’s Holy Word, remember that God said. Remember the Sabbath
Day to keep it holy; and if you find that God’s Word is not your highest
treasure you are there loving an evil that you ought to abhor. If you are not
treating father and mother as you ought to, abhor that evil. If you do not
love humanity, then you are a murderer; abhor that hatred. If you are not
living a pure life, abhor yourself on account of that adultery. If you have
taken one thing that is not your own, abhor yourself as a thief. If you have
been guilty of telling things that are not true, abhor the lie for it is evil. If
you are setting your heart upon things that ought not to belong to you, abhor
that heart of covetousness. And so I would have you look over the category
of all God’s commandments, and whenever you disobey them, look upon
those things as evils which you must abhor, if you would be a Christian in
Christ.

Il. “Cleave to that Which is Good”

The other side of the same great truth is this: “Cleave to that which is
good.” The verses previous to the text will show us what we are to cleave
to. “So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one
of another.” Your right arm must cleave to your body; your left arm must
cleave to your body; all your members must cleave to your body, or you
will cease to be a complete man, and therefore, I say, we must all cleave to
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Oh, cling to Him! Cling to Him while
you live; cling to Him in the hour of death; cling to Him in all eternity!
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“Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee!
Let the water and the blood.
From Thy riven side that flowed,
Be of sin the double cure.
Save me, Lord, and make me pure.’
Cling to Him!

b

“But drops of blood can ne’er repay
The debt of love I owe;
Here Lord, I give myself away;
"Tis all that I can do.”
Cling to Him!

“Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life,” says
Jesus. Cling to Him! “Him that Cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.”
Cling to Him! “As I live, saith the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but that the wicked should turn from his evil way and live.”
Cling to Him!

2. The Word of God

Not only should we cling to Jesus, but to the Word of God.

“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let
us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or ministry, let us wait on our ministering;
or he that teacheth, on teaching; or he that exhorteth, on exhortation.”

You will notice all these words pertain to the searching of God’s Word in
one form or another. “Cleave to that which is good.” If I were to leave it to
a vote tonight which is the best Book in the world, ninety-eight out of a
hundred persons would say the Bible is the best Book in the world. We all
know it is the best Book. You sometimes hear people say the Word of God
teaches things that are bad. If that Book taught things that are bad, every
bad boy in Manstfield would want one. I never saw a bad boy in my life that
wanted a Bible. I never saw a bad boy in my life that did not want bad
books. I never saw a bad man in my life that did not want bad books. If
some man were to run down street tonight, with some one crying, Stop,
thief! and he were to drop a book, and some one picking it up would say, it
is a Bible, very few people would believe either that it was a Bible, or that
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the man was a thief. If the same man should run down street, and they
would cry out “Horse thief,” and he would drop a bottle, every one would
believe it. You do not find this Book in the pocket of a thief. The Word of
God is a good Book. I know that this world is bad enough, my friends, but
what would it be without this Book? What would you and I be without this
Book? I am willing to confess tonight that if it had not been for this Book,
and some good people that this Book has made, that I for one, would be the
worst man in the world. Whenever I do a bad deed I do not care to look into
my Bible for the next hour. Whenever I do the best deed that I can do, I love
to look into the Bible. My friends, this is the great Book that we want when
we are born; it is the Book we want along the path of life; it is the Book, O
mothers and fathers, that you must put into the trunk of your boys and girls
when they go away from home; it is the Book that you must place on the
table and the altar of the home; it is the Book the words of which must be
put into the minds of our children. These catechumens coming to me every
Saturday afternoon, most of whom have already learned the Sermon on the
Mount, cannot be lost without their own responsibility. What I want is to
make people feel their responsibility. I used to think, when I first entered
the ministry that if people were lost it was my fault. No, it is not. But it is
my fault if [ do not show them the way to be saved. After they have heard
the words of this good Book, how to repent of their sins, how to believe in
Christ and to find salvation, then the responsibility rests with them and not
with me. Hold to the old Word of God!

3. The Divine Service

Not only hold to the Word of God, but I would have you hold to the Divine
service. Paul said to these Romans, who had different gifts, that they should
all do something. “...whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the
proportion of faith.” Some were to explain the Scriptures. Some had other
work to do around the church “...or ministry, let us wait on our
ministering.” Some were to teach the Scriptures “...or he that teacheth, on
teaching” “...or he that exhorteth, on exhortation.” Some were to attend to
the distribution of gifts, “he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity.” Some
were to have special authority ... he that ruleth, with diligence.” Some
were to labor with hands of mercy ‘“he that soweth mercy, with
cheerfulness.” In other words, the Apostle Paul says there is something for
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every church member to do; there is something for every Christian to do
who is in Christ, and the thing for him to do is to come to the Divine service
and hear God’s Word, and help sing songs of praise to the Father, and to the
Son, and to the Holy Ghost; to join in the confession of faith. You take one
coal and lay it by itself, and it is soon black; but take a number of them, and
put them together, and a flame will start up that will burn. And so if you
stay at home, in a short time your heart will become black with sin; but
meet with God’s people, as you have today, and join voice to voice, until
like one great flame the hearts of men all look upward, and there is an
inspiration in a Christian congregation and in a Divine service that you can
never overthrow. God said, “Where two or three are gathered together in
My name, I will be in the midst of them.” Hold, therefore, to the Divine
service.

4. God’s Mercy

Furthermore, I would have you all hold to God’s mercy. “...he that showeth
mercy, with cheerfulness.” How merciful Jesus Christ was when those men
came with with stones in their hands, ready to kill the woman who had been
caught in sin. Jesus said, the first one that has not sinned, may stone her;
then He went and wrote in the sand; and you remember what tradition says
about that writing; He began to write in the sand the sins committed by the
first one who was ready to throw the stone; then what the second man had
done; and then what the third had done, and, looking over His shoulder,
they saw He was writing their own sins, and they vanished away; He looked
around; they were not there. Where are the man ready to kill this woman?
Did Jesus Christ take up a stone and kill her? No. He said, Go and sin no
more. Oh, what mercy! What mercy He had upon her! The thief on the
cross who had been cursing and abusing Him for being one of their own
number, hears a voice, “Father forgive them, for they know not what they
do;” in a short time he notices he is hanging by the side of the Son of God,
and cries out, “Remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom!” Did
Jesus say, I will show you? did He say, I will have revenge on you? did He
say, I will damn you? No. “today thou shalt be with Me in paradise.” Oh,
the mercy of Christ! The mercy of Christ, my friends, ought to move us to
have mercy on each other. The mercy of Christ, if we are in Him, should
move our hands to stretch out and take hold of a fallen woman and lift her
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up; to take hold of a fallen man and lift him up. I am here to say the fallen
woman 1is just as welcome to my class as the best people in the world; that
the fallen boy is the one I would love to reach down and lift up; and when
we get the spirit and the mercy of Christ in us, then we will find something
good to hold to.

5. God’s Brotherly Love

Hold not only to His good mercy but to His brotherly love. “Be kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly love.” When we come to weigh
the reasons why some people hate each other, what insignificant reasons
they are. Why does any man hate me? I often ask that question. Is it because
I do not work hard enough? Is that the reason? Is it because I am not
praying enough for you? Is that the reason? Is it because I am not faithful to
my God? Is that the reason? I sometimes wonder what it is. What is it? Oh,
what a comfort it would be if I could just know why it is some people do
not like me. I am not worrying, my friends, for myself, not at all, but I
worry for you; I worry for the man that hates anybody; I worry for the man
that has not got brotherly love for his fellowmen. Oh, if some one were
murdering your own family, even then God would say to you, pray for him
and bless him; but when one is trying with all his might and power to save
immortal souls, to save you, what is it? What is it? What is it that you are
hating? O God, what is it? What is it? Isn’t it time that we are asking the
question, are we in Christ Jesus? If we are in Christ Jesus we ought to love
whom Jesus loves; but Jesus loves us all, and how could we be in Christ
Jesus and not love everybody? Hold fast to the brotherly love of Christ.

6. Divine Enthusiasm

If you are in Christ Jesus, you should cling also to Divine enthusiasm, “...
not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.” This word
fervent means, literally, boiling; in another sense it means burning. — Have a
burning, a boiling, spirit within you. In other words, be filled with the spirit
of enthusiasm. Jesus Christ was enthusiastic. Notice the spirit of Christ
when He comes to the, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!”
Notice the enthusiasm with which He goes into His work in all His
sermons. He spoke with an enthusiasm that held the people from the time
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He began until He closed. No difference where He went, into the desert, or
upon the mountain, or on some little vessel along the shore, the multitudes
crowded upon Him, because there was a Divine enthusiasm that held them
spellbound. We ought to hold fast to Divine enthusiasm. I say Divine. There
is a fanatical enthusiasm which leads people astray; but Divine enthusiasm
seeks out the will of God, and having found the will of God, you pray over
it, and keep on praying until the flame burns in the heart. Savonarola of old
said, “I must speak, and save Florence, or the very marrow in my bones will
burn.”

If these things are true that we find in the Word of God, it should not
only make us diligent, but it should make us burn in soul and heart for the
salvation of immortal souls. If you love your enemy, pray for him. If he
despitefully uses you, reach out your hand of love. If there is a man on earth
whom you can bring to Christ Jesus with a burning heart, reach out and
bring him to the Master, and you have done a work that you ought to
encourage, which shall give you joy, in the midst of tribulation .
rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;
distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. Bless them which
persecute you; bless and curse not. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and
weep with them that weep.”

The Savior was enthusiastic. In the midst of joy He rejoiced; in the midst
of tears, with Mary and Martha, He wept. In the midst of joy let us rejoice;
when we come to those who are mourning and in trouble, let us be m
sympathy with them; show that our hearts are weeping with theirs. Let us
show to those deeply afflicted that our hearts are with them, and stand by
them as Christ would stand by them. Rejoicing as Christ would rejoice, let
us go forth, holding fast to Divine enthusiasm.

7. Liberality

Last of all, hold fast to the spirit of liberality. “According to the grace that is
given us ...he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity.” When the Lord
Jesus gave to any one, he did not make them feel under obligations. How
many times we find when people do a good act, they do it in such a way as
to publish it to the world; in such a way as to make one feel it, and feel it,
and feel it, that now we have done something for you. Let us learn to be in
Christ Jesus, and, being in Him, no difference what we give to any one, give
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it with such little ostentation and such sympathy that they hardly feel they
are getting it, and yet gain a great benefit. That is the way we should
cultivate the spirit of liberality, and hold fast to it.

“Distributing to the necessity of saints.” How many Christians there are
in the world that need help, to say nothing of the people who are living a
sinful life, and are simply reaping their harvest by having nothing when old
age comes on; I am speaking of people who are honest, upright, saving and
working every day, but they meet with misfortune; the time comes when
they may not, on account of sickness or otherwise, provide for their
families. The Christian Church ought to recognize that we are one family.
In a large family we do not find that when the daughter is sick, she is
allowed to starve; the sisters and brothers that are well, work the harder,
because there is one lying at home with typhoid fever. In the Church of God
we are all one family; then how can we see a brother sick for a year and
simply say, Let him go to his lodge, or to his own family, when sometimes
his own family cannot help? I claim that if we are in Christ we will do as
Christ would do; we will go to the other member and help. If my right hand
is sore and cannot work, my left hand must do the work. If we are all
members in Christ, then let not one member suffer without the others
helping.

And this should not only be true with regard to saints’ this should be true
with regard to our conduct in our own homes — ‘“given to hospitality.” It
does seem to me that we are losing just what the Apostle Paul meant when
he said, “given to hospitality;” we are losing even what our fathers had. I
cannot forget one old home where nearly every day some one was sitting
down at the table and eating with us; I cannot forget, either, how little
trouble it was for mother to do these things; she knew just how to entertain
many people without much trouble. In these days we imagine that unless we
can have a very fine feast we cannot have any one to sit down at our table,
and we are losing hospitality and getting more and more selfish. Oh, that
the days would return when we could go into a house at any time at meal
time and sit down and eat a bite of bread and drink a cup of water and thank
God for them, and restore the old hospitality. Jesus did not announce
beforehand that He was coming to see Mary and Martha; He was welcome
any hour; and this spirit that He had for them and they for Him, we should
have in ourselves. Jesus was so hospitable that when He saw His disciples
out on the water, He already had the bread and fish prepared for them when
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they came to the shore. Whenever He had a bite He divided it among His
disciples.

When a great number of His disciples were very hungry, and He had
only a few loaves and fishes, He did not satisfy His own hunger first, but
blessed the food, handed it to His disciples and told them to carry it out to
the people, and He fed them all, and gathered up the crumbs, and we do not
know that He even took a bite. How hospitable Jesus was! If we are in
Christ Jesus we ought to have that hospitality in our own homes. Oh, let us
cultivate liberality and love for the poor, wherever we can do them good.

I have in mind this morning a certain rich man who was always praying
for the poor, praying that God might by all means keep them from freezing
in the winter and from starving. This rich man had his own granaries full of
grain, and when a poor man would come to him and ask for a little of this or
of that, he would always answer, “I have just provided enough for myself,”
and send him away, and yet he kept on praying, “O God, feed the poor; feed
the poor.” This man was not in Christ to the same extent that his little son
was. One morning, when his father was praying, and praying, and praying
for the poor, so earnestly, after he had said Amen, the little boy said,
"Father, I do wish I owned all the barns you do." “Why, my son?”” “Oh, if I
did, I would just answer your prayers.” Amen.

Prayer

O God, our heavenly Father, we thank Thee that Thou hast given us this
blessed Word, which is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path. We
thank Thee that we are permitted to live in Christ Jesus, and, living in Him,
that we can walk in His footsteps, and that we can be lights in the world.
We thank Thee that the great Light of the world has said to His disciples,
“Ye are the light of the world,” and now we pray Thee, make every
Christian in this house tonight a real light that shall shine with abhorring
that which is evil, and cleaving to that which is good. O Father in heaven, if
there be any jealousy, hypocrisy, hatred, slothfulness, cursing, pride, any sin
of any kind in our hearts, help us tonight to abhor that evil; on the other
hand, help us to cling to Jesus Christ, cling to His Word and the means of
grace, to cling to the Divine service, to cleave to God’s mercy, to hold to
His brotherly love, to cling with Divine enthusiasm, and to be filled with
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the spirit of liberality; and thus, heavenly Father, help us to be instant in
prayer, constantly calling upon Thee, and with our hands doing what we can
for Thy glory and for the welfare of humanity. Give Thy blessing to this
large congregation tonight, and as we go out of the doors of this church,
may we all, if we have not already, enter the doors of eternal life. Jesus, do
Thou receive us into Thine heart, and walk with us through life, protect us,
with Thy righteousness cover our sins, and lead us home to the Father as
Thy beloved children. Hear this, our prayer, for the sake of the Christ who
taught us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; Give us this day our
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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12. The Conflict Of The
Christian In Christ. Third
Sunday After Epiphany.

Be not wise in your own conceits. Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things
honest in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with
all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger,
feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his
head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good." Rom. 12:16-21.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth. Amen.

Dearly Beloved:

THis TEXT, as you will perceive, is only a continuation of the texts of the last
two Sundays, found in the twelfth chapter of Romans. Last Sunday evening
we heard how the Christian in Christ must abhor evil and cleave to that
which is good. The Christian in Christ must not only abhor the evil and
cleave to the good, but he must enter the conflict that takes place between
good and evil. It is impossible for good and evil to dwell together, just as
much as it 1s for darkness and light to remain in the same room; the one
must expel the other, and consequently Christianity in its truth and purity is
a battle. The apostle Paul said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith.” We sang just a few moments ago that
beautiful hymn:

“Am I a soldier of the Cross,
A follower of the Lamb;

And shall I fear to own His cause,
Or blush to speak His name?”
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And now that you have sung that first stanza, I wonder what your answer is
to the question, are you a soldier of the Cross, or are you a soldier of the
devil? Are you a follower of the Lamb, or a follower of Satan? Are you on
the narrow way, battling for righteousness toward heaven, or are you on the
broad way that leads to destruction? There is no question about what a
Christian’s attitude ought to be if he is in Christ.

“Sure [ must fight if [ would reign:
Increase my courage, Lord;

I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain,
Supported by Thy Word.”

I call your attention this morning to
The Conflict Of The Christian In Christ

The conflict 1s mentioned in the last verse of our text when it is said, “Be
not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.”

I. The Christian in Christ must not let evil
overcome him

This may be done according to the words of our text, in three different
ways: By thinking he is too smart to learn anything; by seeking revenge,
and by selling truth for peace.

1. “Be not wise in your own conceits.”

The human mind is prone to think itself very wise, and one of the reasons
so many people think they are wise is because their minds are so poorly
developed that they fail to see the many things concerning which they know
nothing. When you were small, you imagined that your house was a very
large house; you imagined that the hills around your home were very large
hills, but when you began to travel around in the world, you saw the Rocky
Mountains, and then you came home and were surprised to find what little
banks those were that you formerly thought were such great hills; and when
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you have gone into the larger buildings of the world, you were surprised to
find how little the rooms were where you were born. When I stood in my
old home the other day and looked up at the ceiling, I could not imagine
that was the same house I used to live in; my head nearly touched the
plastering, and we used to think that was a big house. So it is with regard to
the human mind; when one imagines he knows it all, and there is nothing
for him to learn any more, he is filled with his own conceit, and instead of
permitting evil to be overcome, evil has overcome him. The one thing we
should all learn 1s to know ourselves. The old Greek motto, “Know
Thyself,” was written over the door, that the children might read it every
day, and nothing has ever been able to make us know ourselves as the
revelation of God, the Word which we hear from day to day out of the old
Book. Let me then advise you in this evening hour, not to get, as the apostle
Paul calls it, “heady;” do not get such a big head on your shoulders that you
imagine what you do not know is not worth knowing, and that for you it is
impossible to learn anything more. Oh, what a fool the man is in the home
when he thinks the wife knows nothing, and that even the children never
know anything. What a fool the woman is in the home when she imagines
that she knows; it all, and the husband and father knows nothing at alL
What a fool a servant is in the home when he imagines he knows more than
his master or mistress; and what a fool a young man or woman is when they
think they know so much more than their parents. Let us beware that we are
not overcome of evil, and I know of no way that one can be overcome of
evil sooner than simply to get conceity, and think, for me there is nothing to
learn; I know it all, and when I die wisdom will die with me. This life is too
short and our human minds are too small ever to be throughly convinced
that we are right on everything. Even as ministers of the Gospel we
sometimes make the mistake to think we are absolutely sure that we are
right and cannot be mistaken. There are men who will hold their hands up
to heaven and say, | know that Jesus Christ was immersed, and they do not
know anything about it; there are men who will hold their hands up toward
heaven and say, | know my church is absolutely right in all things, and the
rest are wrong where they differ with us. While I believe that, I want to tell
you that I would be a conceited fool if I held my hand up to heaven and
said, it 1s absolutely impossible that we might be in error on some things. If
you want evil to overcome you, then simply get that big head that thinks
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nothing can go into it any more, and you have won one victory, you have
got a head that nothing will go into any more; there is no room for it.

2. We must not let evil overcome us by seeking revenge.

“Recompense to no man evil for evil.... Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather
give place unto wrath, for it is written, Vengeance is Mine, [ will repay, saith the Lord.”

That spirit of revenge is just as natural as it is to be born a sinner. The little
child is hardly old enough to sit on its mother’s lap before it is ready to slap
her in the face. The little boy or the little girl does not need to be old until
they watch for a chance to throw stones at the one that threw at them. If
there is anything that is heathenish, anything positively sinful, anything that
makes one to be overcome instead of overcoming, it is that spirit of revenge
that dwells in the heart of the natural man. We may think that if we can just
find an opportunity to say a hard, cutting thing concerning the one that said
a hard cutting thing about us, or to strike the one that struck us, that we
have shown ourselves to be manly, or that we have won a glorious victory,
but the real truth is, when any man on earth does a mean act toward me, if
he can get me to do just as mean an act toward him, I am conquered instead
of conquering; just in that moment I cease to be a true man. A man does not
need to be much of a man to strike back at the one that struck him. I think
one of the homeliest animals that ever lived is noted for being one of the
worst kickers, and about every time you hit him, he strikes back; and you
can be just that kind of an animal by seeking revenge, and instead of
overcoming evil, evil has overcome you. How little one becomes when he
is simply watching for an opportunity to say something hateful, and do
some dastardly deed toward the man that has harmed him.

Not many years ago in heathen Africa, a missionary witnessed this
scene. Two neighbors were at variance with each other; both of them too
cowardly to meet face to face; but one knew that the little daughter of his
enemy was going along the way to school, and, hiding along the pathway,
when the little girl came along, he caught her, held her arms down on a
block, took his axe and cut her hands off; sent her home, bleeding, and he
cried out to his neighbor, “Now I am avenged!” Oh, horrible picture! and
yet a true picture of every one who is trying to recompense evil for evil, of
one who is not willing to let vengeance be in the hands of God. My dear
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friends, there is One who has all things in His power; there is One who is
going to bring about a Judgment Day that will settle all wrongs. If you
wrong me, God knows it, and if I wrong you, God knows it, and there is a
day coming when God will make all things right. There is no use in my
worrying about anything that you have done to wrong me; I am willing to
leave that in the hands of my great and loving Master. When the little child
has told its father what the neighbor’s child did, that father, if he is a father,
will see that justice is done, and nothing more, and so the apostle Paul says,
“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath;
for it is written, Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, saith the Lord.”

3. Sacrificing Truth for Peace

The conflict of the Christian in Christ would furthermore lead him not to
sacrifice truth for peace.

“If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.”

This epistle has often been called the epistle of peace. If there was any one
thing the apostle Paul loved, being a Christian in Christ, it was peace, and
yet he knew there were some people in this world with whom it is simply
impossible to be at peace; there are some people who cannot bear peace;
they do not love it, and they absolutely will not have it. with some people
we are not commanded to always have peace. In other words, it is said here,
“If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” It is
my duty as a Christian in Christ to be at peace with all men, but it is not my
duty as a Christian in Christ to make every man be at peace with me. If
there are some people who do not want peace, | cannot help it. When we
look at the men of old, who were real Christians, we find that they never
had peace with everybody. Look at the old prophets. Moses was a man of
God, and yet when he went down into Egypt to deliver the children of
Israel, Pharaoh rebelled against him. God Almighty showed which one was
in the right; one plague after the other came, demonstrating that Moses was
right and Pharaoh wrong. When the locusts came and ate every vine and
every green thing, until it was such a curse as he had never felt before,
Pharaoh came to Moses and said, “I have sinned. I pray of thee ask God to
take this great plague away.” Did Moses say, | will not do it? Did Moses
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glory in the fact that now he had revenge on Pharaoh? No. He prayed God
to let a strong wind come to take the locusts away from his enemy. He tried
to be at peace, but could not.

This is not only true of Moses, it is true of Elijah. Elijah was a man of
God such as there were few in the Old Testament times. There was a great
king who was bound to have peace, on a wrong basis. There were eight
hundred and fifty false preachers on that day that were bound to have peace,
on a false basis. Elijah said, I am glad to have peace with you, but I want
peace on the basis of right; I am not going to sell truth for peace, if all the
world 1s against me; and he stood on Mt. Carmel that day, a man of God, all
alone, as far as human eyes could see, but he stood there as a man of God
who would not sacrifice truth for all the world, even if it cost his life. He
wanted to demonstrate on that mountain that Jehovah is the true and living
God, and not Baal. Elijah could have no peace with Jezebel; he could have
no peace with Ahab; he could have no peace with the ungodly worshipers
of idols. And thus we may go on down through history.

Look at Jesus Christ, Himself. He was the Prince of Peace, and yet He
Himself could not have peace with all people. I call attention to Matt.
10:35: “For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.” A Christian in a
heathen family means war in that family. I call attention again to Luke
14:26 where the Savior shows the difference between human love and our
love to our Savior: “If any man come to Me, and hate not his father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own
life also, he cannot be My disciple.” I wonder how many of us would stand
the test on the basis of that remark of Christ. How many of us would follow
Christ even if father says no, even if mother says no, even if brothers and
sisters say no. How many of us love Christ so much that our great love to
our parents compared with our love to Christ, is as hatred? That is what
Jesus demands of His disciples. So you see that even Christ Himself could
not be at peace with all people. There was Peter, who drew the sword and
cut off the ear of Malchus. Did the Lord Jesus Christ go on and say, that is
right; I am glad of it? No. He took the ear and held it to his head, and healed
it, to show us how to treat our enemies. Did Jesus Christ have peace with
the Pharisees, and with the Sanhedrin? No. He could not afford to sell truth
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and have it sacrificed on account of principle. It was principle that made
Jesus Christ die on Calvary.

Look at Luther. Dr. Luther might have had peace with John Calvin, and
with Zwingli, and with all the reformers; they held out their hands and said.
Dr. Luther, we are willing to admit that you are the hero of the Reformation,
but there are one or two points upon which we disagree, and now we ask of
you to extend the hand and we will call it all right; it is only a difference of
opinion. Dr. Luther said, I cannot afford to sell truth for peace. I cannot
afford to sacrifice the truth in this great work of the Reformation. The real
truth of it 1s, if you are right, then we have no Lord’s Supper, and if [ am
right, then you have none; consequently the truth must stand at my cost; I
will stand alone rather than sell the truth. And so we need men in the
present day that will not let themselves be overcome of evil. It becomes our
duty to know the teachings of God’s Word and as we understand them, to
stand by them at any cost.

Il. Overcome Evil With Good

In the conflict of the Christian in Christ, he must not only not let evil
overcome him, but he must overcome evil with good.

1. First of all, by living a strictly honest life.

“Provide things honest in the sight of all men.”

How often we must hear it said in the best circles, there are church
members who do not pay their grocery bills; that there are church members
who go home drunk; that there are church members that will curse and
swear like heathen; that there are Sunday School teachers that are living just
as worldly as the world itself; that there are preachers of the Gospel that are
not living as they preach. My dear friends, there is nothing that so hurts the
church of God as inconsistent Christian membership. As I said last Sunday
evening, how can you be in Christ and live a life like a child of the devil?
He that is baptized into Christ puts on Christ. If I am a Christian in Christ,
my conflict must be the conflict of Christ Himself. If [ were to say that man
staggering up street, drunk, is Jesus Christ, who would believe me? No man
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on earth would believe me. If I were to say that Jesus Christ does not pay
His grocery bills, who would believe me? If I were to say that man standing
among his fellow laboring men cursing and swearing, is Jesus Christ, who
would believe me? Not one. The Christian in Christ dare not do what would
put his Savior to shame. We have a word here translated honest that means
good, upright, living such a life that no man can question as to what he
really is. I make a plea this morning for a conflict in Christ, to overcome
evil, and to overcome it by a life that must substantially ask the question,
what would Jesus do today and what can I do for Him? Give me five
hundred members in a church who are living as Christ wants them to live,
and I will show you a power that is bound to make the whole city quake. Do
you want to know why we are so weak in all our different churches? It is
because the world can see one inconsistent member quicker than a hundred
consistent ones. One man in a church complaining, makes more fuss than a
hundred who keep quiet. One man cursing and swearing makes more of an
impression against the church than five hundred prayers for it. I would,
therefore, make a plea this morning for every professed Christian to
remember that he has a conflict, a conflict against the devil, a conflict
against his own flesh, a conflict with the world, and this conflict must be
carried on in such a way that whatever else may be said against a man, it
cannot be said he is dishonest; it cannot be said he is not trying to live a
righteous life.

Oh, dear friends, when we have tried our best, I know we will all
blunder, I know we will all make mistakes, but there is one thing, God
helping me, I do not want said after I am dead, and that is that I did not try
to live a righteous life. I do not want it said when this tongue is silent that
he did not even try to live as a Christian should live in Christ, and I hope
that may be said of none of us.

2. The Cross of Peace

So we must overcome evil with good by carrying the very cross of peace
with us.

“If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.”
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I call your attention especially to that little phrase, “as much as lieth in
you.” Do not go home and say our pastor said we cannot live at peace with
some of our neighbors, therefore, we are not going to speak to them;
therefore, we are going to live right on, like we did. I want to ask you this
question, if you have any foe in the world today, have you done all that you
could to have peace? I want it distinctly understood that God’s Word does
not tolerate hatred in the heart of the Christian. God’s Word does demand of
me that I do all in my power to have peace with all my foes and with all my
fellowmen. On the 3rd of last December morning it was just one hundred
and five years that a great battle took place between the Austrians and the
French. That morning the parents sent their little children to school to the
great Klausner; that morning little did the parents dream that before school
was out the path of those children would be running red with the blood of
two armies. When the cannon began to roar and the swords began to flash,
the teacher and the children gathered in the school house and saw what was
going on. The question in that teacher’s mind was how to take those
children home, how to take them over that battlefield between the school
house and their homes. He went to the chapel and took down a large
wooden cross, placed the little children two by two in a line, and at the head
of them he walked across the center of that battlefield. When they saw that
great teacher, with the little ones, with the cross of Christ uplifted, the
cannons stopped their roaring and the swords were sheathed, and he took
safely home every little child. It was the cross of Christ that stayed the
power of the cannons and guns between the French and the Austrians, and
there you have a picture of the cross of peace.

If we want peace with all men, as much as lieth in us, let us pray God to
take revenge out of our hearts, and take up the cross of Christ, and live so
close to Jesus that wherever we go we hold up that cross. I want to tell you
there is nothing in all the world that will produce harmony and peace like
the cross of Christ. Up until the time that cross was planted on Calvary, men
had the courage to walk up and slap Jesus in the face; they had the courage
to scourge His back; they had the courage to spit in His face, but when once
He was nailed on that cross, bearing the sins of the world, the great
commander at the head of a hundred men, stood there and smote upon his
breast and said, Surely this is the Son of God. From that time on no hand
touched Jesus to murder Him; no hand touched Him to slap Him, and never
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will. The cross of Christ has subdued more enemies than any power there
ever was or ever will be.

3. Conquering With Kindness

This leads me to say that in the conflict of the Christian in Christ, he must
overcome evil with good by conquering his enemy with kindness.

“Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink, for in so doing
thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.”

The Lord Jesus taught in the sermon on the mount that we should pray for
our enemies, bless them that curse us and pray for them which despitefully
use us. It is not an easy matter to carry that out practically. When a man
comes up to me and strikes me in the face, the first thing I will think of is to
strike back. It takes a wonderful training for a man to pray for the one who
strikes him in the face, but I want it distinctly understood that God does
give Christians the power to pray for their enemies; He does give them
power to treat them well; and when you do that, you are heaping coals of
fire on their heads. Of course there are some irons so hot that you cannot
make them any hotter by heaping coals over them, and there are some fools
so full of hell that even coals of fire on their heads are not felt. There are
some people you cannot even conquer with kindness, but I want to say right
here that the greatest power on earth to conquer an enemy is simply to treat
him well.

Look at Joseph. His jealous brothers took him, and sold him; some were
even ready to murder him; but when they ran out of corn and came back to
Egypt, they were very glad to be fed by their brother whom they had sold,
and when the great conflict was over, 