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Preface

THERE ARE MANY sermons on the Gospels in the many languages used by
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, but it is a question whether the public has
ever read Lutheran sermons like these.

1. Not one of these sermons was written by the author

In a church of fifteen hundred communicants, where three new sermons are
required each week, not to mention the many extra funeral sermons and
addresses, it is simply impossible to write the sermons. The author will
always thank God for His reducing these sermons to writing, by the skillful
hand of Miss Florence M. Welty, and shall consider it providential that he
was compelled to preach his first sermon at Capital University in the place
of a sick theological student before the last half was written. He has since
written many sermons, but he never preached more than one-half of one
written sermon.

2. These sermons are all new

All were preached verbatim, as contained in this book from Advent, 1903,
to Advent, 1904, with the exception of the lodge sermon. The subjects and
the sermons are all new. No one who knows the author will doubt for one
moment that they are original. It is one thing to read sermons written in the
study and gathered in years of careful preparation, and quite another thing
to read exactly what the congregation actually gets in the morning sermons
of one year. Multiply this book by three, and you will have one year’s food
given to the First Lutheran Church of Mansfield, O. We wish we could do
better.

3. We make no apology for giving this book to the world
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A large congregation crowded a large temple to listen to these sermons.
What patience! One man would not listen to these sermons because, he
said, the author was the first man lie ever listened to who said absolutely
nothing. All this time the church was crowded at every service to hear
“nothing.” They say that man had his toes tramped by ‘“nothing.” The
author has aimed to preach God’s eternal truth at any cost and to leave his
testimony in this world after his death on the Great Gospel and the burning
questions of the day.

4. His own trials by death and sickness in his family have
molded many of these sermons, and may comfort others in
trouble

“Rejoice evermore.”

5. Hoping to see the day when there shall be one true
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in name and practice,
the author hereby dedicates this work to God, whose true Word
it proclaims

Mansfield, O., December, 1904.
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1. Pulpit Power

Address Delivered At Springfield, Ohio, Sunday FEvening, May Ist, 1904, To The
Theological Graduates Of Wittenberg Seminary.

WITHOUT ANY APOLOGY WHATEVER, | appear before you this evening in the
interest of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, purchased with His blood. I
deem it an honor to have this privilege, and thank you for the same. My
conscience would give me no rest for appearing before you this evening
with an unwritten, unfinished address, were it not for the fact that I never
could finish a discourse until it was delivered. I have spent many hours a
day for 144 years preparing the unfinished message which I bring to you
this hour. For forty-five years my grandfather worked hard preparing this
address; my mother — one of the best mothers that ever lived — began where
he left off, and worked on it for fifty-six years; the rest of the time I have
been working along on it until this very hour, and therefore, as stated above,
I have no apology for bringing you this unpolished, unfinished, unwritten
address.

As Napoleon stood before the Pyramids, we stand before my subject,
one of the greatest powers in the world, — a power that hurled the army of
Egypt into the Red Sea — a power that made Felix tremble — a power that
shook the seven hills of Rome with “words that were half battles” — a power
that today could turn the world upside down — I mean:

Pulpit Power

May God help me now to show you how this power is: 1. Gathered. 2.
Given.

l. Gathered
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Before any power can be given, it must be gathered. There is an erroneous
idea among many young ministers that pulpit power consists simply in
oratory. Real pulpit power must be inherited, acquired, charismatic and
pastoral.

1. Inherited

There are some powers that are inherited, — a strong personality,
enthusiastic activity, and inborn eloquence.

When God makes a bird to fly, He gives it wings; an animal to leap and
run, He gives it legs; and when He wants a man to possess pulpit power, He
gives him a strong personality. The mother, as a rule, gives her mental gifts
to her son, and a father his mental gifts to the daughter. There are many
women who think they should have the right to preach the Gospel, not
knowing the great fact that the sons who are ministers are representatives of
their mothers. The truth is that the greatest pulpit powers have always
inherited a strong personality from the mother. A young man not long ago
applied at a theological seminary for the purpose of preparing for the
ministry. He was narrow chested; it was hard for him to breathe; his face
was anything but pleasant, and would have caused any one, however
serious, to smile simply to behold him. The Lord never intended a man that
has poor lungs to breathe, to be a pulpit power any more than he would
expect a bird without wings to fly.

Then there is an enthusiastic activity which a man should inherit to
become a pulpit power. It is said of Jesus that He was, like Moses, “A
prophet mighty in word and deed.” The Holy Spirit did not record the
sermons of the apostles, but their Acts, showing that to have pulpit power
there must be action. All great preachers have been born active children.
Show me a man that moves along as though he did not care when he arrived
at his point, and I will show you a man who will never be a power in the
pulpit. The Lord God never called a lazy man to the ministry.

Another inherited power is inborn eloquence, — not such an eloquence as
1s manufactured in the schools. When Demosthenes was asked to define
oratory, his first answer was action; his second was action; and his third
answer was action. While Beecher is no model as a theologian, he is a
demonstration of the fact that eloquence is inborn. He did not stand high in
the schools, nor in the seminary. His first ministry was in Lawrenceburg,
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Indiana, a little church where he himself acted as janitor, and this little
church was supposed to be about the kind that he should serve, but there
was something about this man from infancy; a self-forgetful, determined
foe of wrong doing. It was this spirit that made him take up the sword to
fight against slavery; it was this power that made him go to England and
silence the greatest mob that ever tried to down an orator. What was it that
made Beecher the great man that he was? It was a strong personality, an
enthusiastic activity, and inborn eloquence.

2. Acquired

Pulpit power is not only gathered by inheritance, but must be acquired.

“Knowledge is power.” This knowledge must be acquired of the laborer,
of the schools, of public speakers.

With regard to labor, a man, to have the sympathy of the people, must
understand how they earn their bread. Moses was a shepherd; Paul, a tent-
maker; Jesus, a carpenter. The masses earn their bread with the sweat of
their faces, and unless a minister of the Gospel has earned his bread by
manual labor, and has learned to know the value of a dollar, he never can
enter into sympathy with the masses. He must know their lines of thought;
their wrong ideas; their right ideas; he must understand why they think as
they do, and how to remedy their wrong thoughts. He must be familiar with
their language. A powerful minister will not seek large words when smaller
ones will be better understood. As an example of the right use of words,
study the character of Dr. Luther. When at the Wartburg he let his beard
grow, walked on the streets and in the markets, in order that he might,
unknown, be among the masses and catch their language, so that he could
make the Bible speak to Europe the best German that could be understood
by the people. His Bible today is the model of all translations. His sermons
were a power because they could not be misunderstood.

The acquired knowledge must not only be of the laborer, but also of the
schools — and, best of all, of the catechetical school. The Lacedemonians,
when required to give fifty children as hostages, chose rather to give fifty of
the most eminent men of the state, whose principles were formed. They
understood the value of educating children, and the great responsibility of
allowing them to get into the hands of poor teachers. Remember the old
proverb, “Cave ab homine unius libri” — Beware of the man of one book. In
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the 20th chapter of Revelations, and the 12th verse, we learn the size of
God’s library. It consists of books and a book. We know which two of these
books are — one is the Word of God that lies before me. Jesus says “Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but My Word shall not pass away.” We know that
another book in God’s library is the Book of Life, in which the names of
His children are recorded. In Revelations 10, we read of an angel of God
that stood with one foot upon the land and the other upon the sea, and held
in his hand a little book, an open book, which John was to receive, and eat,
and devour; it was to be bitter and sweet to him; and then, after devouring
this book, he was to proclaim it to the nations in many lands. This same
angel that spoke in Revelations 10 is the one that spoke in Revelations 14,
where he prophesies the great Reformation of the sixteenth century. I have
no time tonight to prove in detail what I am now asserting, but I claim to be
able to do it, that this little book, this third book in God’s library is none
other than the little catechism of Dr. Luther, which has today on earth
seventy millions of Christians, brought to the Lord by its teachings; this
little book has done more to make an intelligent Christianity than any other
little book on God’s earth; it 1s the cream of the Word of God; it is bitter and
sweet. The ten commandments are sweet because they give us the love of
God; they are bitter because they condemn every sinner. The Gospel, as
found in the Apostles’ Creed, is sweet to the believer in Christ; it is bitter to
him who rejects the Savior. The Lord’s prayer — the model of all prayers —
is the sweetest prayer that was ever heard, and yet it is bitter to the one who
does not believe in Jesus Christ, and come to the Father in the name of His
only Son. The subject of Holy Baptism is sweet to him who has entered into
the covenant of God; it will be bitter to him who has not accepted Jesus
Christ by this covenant. The Lord’s Supper is sweet to him who believes the
real truth that “in, with and under the bread and wine” he receives the true
body and blood of Jesus Christ; it will be bitter to him who does not discern
the body of Christ, and therefore eats and drinks damnation to his own soul.
Thus this little book should be learned by every minister of the Gospel and
digested until it becomes a part of himself, and thus feed the people on this
great truth. This is acquired knowledge.

Some rich men have found great trouble in explaining one of the words
of Jesus Christ, that it is as impossible for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of heaven, as it is for a camel to pass through a needle’s eye. In order to
make it possible for the rich man to get to heaven, some have tried to make
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us believe that this needle’s eye is the small gate at the entrance of the walls
of Jerusalem; some have tried to make us believe that it refers to a small
cord used in the navy, and how hard it would be to pass that through a
needle’s eye. Be those interpretations as they may, one thing is clear to me,
that a minister of the Gospel, in the Lutheran Church, who does not make
diligent use of God’s library, of this third little book, the catechism, is so
little that he could play fox and geese in the eye of a cambric needle and
never touch it.

We may acquire knowledge for pulpit power in the secular schools. God
can get along without our knowledge but much better without our
ignorance. How many ministers of the Gospel do not even know how to
read well! This power can be gained in the secular schools. How many
there are who are not interesting because they are trying to imitate others!
No two birds alike, no two leaves alike, no two trees alike, no two preachers
alike, and that young minister who tries to be any one but himself has lost
his power. The world is hungry for originality and real power is the result of
thinking, taught also in the secular schools.

Another branch that can be thoroughly studied in the secular schools is
profane history, which shows us the hand of God in Providence. In the
Bible we read what is coming to pass; in profane history we read that these
things have come to pass, and the man who in the pulpit cannot by secular
history demonstrate the truth of Divine history has lost much of his power.

We also acquire knowledge in the theological schools, and let me say
right here that the Christian college is by far better than state universities,
where no definite religion is taught; and the theological languages are the
best in the world. There is one language that a Lutheran minister ought to
be master of, no difference how many other languages he may possess, and
that is the German. Our greatest treasures of the Reformation age are in
German, and he who cannot go down into those deep mines, has stripped
himself of great power. I pity any English Lutheran minister who cannot
make use of German works of theology. The theological ministry is the
best. It is not pulpit power simply to be able to make a speech, to talk about
the things of this world, to say witty things, but there is a theological
science as well as any other science; and science is truth, and truth never
contradicts itself. What people need is a ministry that is in harmony with
itself, and in harmony with God’s Word.
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Another source of knowledge 1s from public speakers. The minister must
not simply learn from the best ministers of the Gospel how to preach, but he
should not fail to learn of the best actors, of the best lecturers and of the
best lawyers. Garrick said to an unsuccessful preacher, “You speak of
eternal verities and what you know to be truth, as if you hardly believed
what you were saying yourself, whereas I utter what I know to be unreal
and untrue as if I believed it in my very soul.” How many ministers of the
Gospel preach God’s eternal truth as if it were a lie! How many actors teach
lies as if they were the truth! What a power every minister of the Gospel
would be if he would learn a few things of the greatest actors in
proclaiming God’s eternal truth! By this I do not mean to say that we should
imitate the actor in his actions, but in his earnestness, in the determination
to convince our people that what we say is true. How often we claim that
the minister cannot preach as the lecturer lectures, for the reason that the
lecturer spends years in travel in order to condense his thoughts into one
hour’s speech; but let us not forget that the minister of the Gospel has not
only one week to prepare his sermon for Sunday, but he has a whole life,
and the last week, and the last hour, and God’s help in that hour, and he is
weak 1n the pulpit who does not crowd that whole life and the last hour into
every sermon. There is a passage in the Scriptures where Jesus calls
Himself our Advocate, pleading with the Father. Let us not forget that this
word advocate means lawyer. How often we have stood in the court room
and have seen the lawyer plead for his guilty client with an earnestness that
puts the ministers to shame! Is there any place on earth where a man should
feel his responsibility more, or have a weightier case than the minister of
the Gospel when he stands before immortal souls, with life uncertain, and
eternity before us, and the judgment coming? Is there any place where more
earnestness should be shown than there? Can we not learn from the lawyer
how to plead for the salvation of immortal souls?

3. Charismatic

Another source of pulpit power is charismatic. By this power we mean
those gifts that come alone from the Holy Spirit. I mean regeneration,
conversion, and sanctification.

As well might a blind man teach people how to see, or a deaf mute teach
a chorus of singers, as a minister of the Gospel who himself is not born
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again try to teach other people how to be saved. Such people are blind
leaders of the blind. The first requisite of pulpit power is that the old sinful
heart should be newly created. A minister of the Gospel, true to his calling,
is as much a new creation as a new world, if it were by the Word of God
any moment to fly into yonder space.

A minister of the Gospel must not simply be a newly born man, but he
must be a converted man. Christ said to Peter, “When thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren.” A man can be regenerated in an instant, and only
once in life. Conversion should take place every time a man sins — he
should turn around and come back to his God. One reason some ministers
have never possessed the power they should, is because they have never
publicly acknowledged a single mistake, nor asked any one for forgiveness.
Ministers of the Gospel, like all poor sinners, will make mistakes, and
sometimes they are of such a grievous character that it is questionable
whether they should ever return to the pulpit. Should this ever occur in your
life — which God forbid — be sure to make your repentance as notorious as
your sin was. Never offer to step into the pulpit when you have committed a
grievous sin without making your confession as public as the sin itself.
Surely if any one in this world should strive to lead a life of perfection, it
should be the man of God who is to lead others heavenward. The celebrated
Massillon says: “From the moment I became one of the Lord’s ministers, I
have been either a scourge in His hands for the affliction of men, or a
blessing sent down from heaven for their salvation.” The Lord says in
Jeremiah 23:1, “Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep
of my pasture!” In one of Zoroaster’s fables, a man was wholly immersed in
the fiery lake, except one heel, upon which he once turned to relieve a lamb
entangled in a thicket. How then could an unsanctified minister escape even
with one heel, if he did not try to live a life of sanctification? The ancient
rhetoricians defined an orator as “a good man.” A man’s Christian life
speaks in the pulpit. The star of the east not only showed the wise men the
way, but went before them. If a minister of the Gospel will not turn on his
heels to help humanity, if he will not walk on paths that lead heavenward, if
he has no desire to walk on higher planes day by day, how shall he lead
others? All these are charismatic gifts — gifts of the Holy Spirit, neither
inherited nor acquired.

4. Pastoral
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Another source of gathering pulpit power is pastoral — [ mean the Divine
call; the Samaritan love, and conscientious preparation. In the last chapter
of Acts, 24 to 26, we learn how God calls men. When Judas had taken his
life and another was to be chosen in his place, the disciples sought a man
who had been with Christ from His baptism to the end; such men were
needed as had been thoroughly instructed in God’s Holy Word. Two were
chosen; prayer was offered for God to do the choosing, and the act
consisted of casting lots, and the lot fell upon Matthias. No Minister of the
Gospel can be a power if he does not feel that God has placed him there. I
do hope the day will come when no minister will write from church to
church to get a position. Does not God know where he is laboring, and does
not God know where to find him if He wants him? Go where God calls you.
If you want to secure a wider field, fill full and overflow a narrow field. Do
not think for a moment that the larger field for which you are worthy will
never find you. Go where God calls you. Do your work so well there that
He will lift you higher, and when trials and troubles do come, and you know
that God has placed you there, you will have a special power and comfort.

5. Samaritan Love

Another source of pastoral power is Samaritan love. Love every one, and be
bound to none. We are living in a day when many young ministers think
they must join this organization or that organization to get influence and
power. No man that has any real power would join a little human
organization to get power. By that very act he acknowledges his weakness.
Teach one by one, as Jesus did Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman, and the
young ruler, how to come to Christ. The public hearer is prejudiced; the
private hearer is taken by surprise. Therefore, as a real power depend alone
on God, and love humanity. In this very city there is a window in the home
of a secret society with the picture of the Great Samaritan on it. Never has
the real teaching of that lesson been more abused. These orders from
beginning to end are selfish; their object is to help those who belong to
them; those who have been able to pay their dues; those who have been
well and strong and able to make a living before they entered. Let us look at
the lesson of the great Samaritan. A man is going to Jericho; he falls among
thieves; they rob him; they take his very raiment; they wound him and let
him lie by the roadside, half dead. Along comes a man that belongs to the
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same order, to the same church — a priest; he looks at him; he finds out that
this man fell among robbers; he imagines that he himself will be the next
victim, and lo! he runs down to Jericho, and lets the poor man lie there,
dying. Along comes another man belonging to that order — to that same
church — a Levite; he takes a little more courage, walks across the way,
looks at the dying man, but the thought comes to him, “I will be the next
victim,” and he starts down the road to Jericho, and lets his own brother lie
there dying. Along comes the third man — not a man of the same order — not
a man of the same church — considered an historic enemy — a Samaritan. We
would expect him to drive the dagger into his heart, but no, he sees the
heaving breast, the pale lips, the glazed eyes, the sweat on his forehead; this
man is a physician; he takes the wine and pours it into the wound; he must
have torn his own garment to wrap those wounds, for the dying man has
been robbed of his raiment. This Samaritan lifts up the man, puts him on his
beast of burden, takes him down the road to a little inn, carries him in, waits
on him all night, and in the morning, when this supposed dying man regains
consciousness he sees his wounds wrapped, finds himself in a strange place,
looks into the face of the supposed enemy, who proved to be a dear friend.
He asks one question, ‘How did I come here — what has happened?’ The
stranger explains how he found him robbed and dying, how he brought him
to this little hotel and has been watching over him all night, and now he is
about to leave. ‘But who will pay this bill?” ‘Never mind. Come here, hotel
man; take good care of this man; I will pay the bill, and if there are any
further charges I will pay them when I come back.” Now, my dear friends,
who was this Good Samaritan? Was he an order man? No. He was a man
who had Samaritan love, and we must be blind if we cannot see that this 1s a
picture of Jesus Christ, the Great Samaritan, who loved humanity, and
unless we, as ministers of the Gospel, have a wider love than any order and
any narrow-minded denomination, and help a man because he is a man, we
are in harmony with the very spirit that is manifested in many of the orders
of the day. I therefore urge upon you to cultivate the Samaritan love. Help
wherever help is needed. When you see a man in want, give him a helping
hand, lift him up, and you are getting power for the pulpit.

The pastor-preacher is the strongest power we can have. Some ministers
imagine that they have to leave their congregations because they preach too
plainly. This is not true. The secret of their moving is that they have been
poor pastors. Let a man be a thorough pastor among his people, helping in

20



time of need, standing by the bedside of the sick, comforting in time of
death, and he can talk to those people in his church as plainly as he pleases,
and they would tear the clothing off their backs to retain his services.

6. Preparation

Another pastoral power is conscientious preparation. When asked why he
took such pains upon his pictures, Appelles said, “I paint for eternity.”
Demosthenes considered every man a pest of society who did not prepare
well before proposing anything in public. A minister’s time cannot all be
demanded by the people. He must go to his study, and there, on bended
knees, must ponder over the Word of God, and conscientiously use every
moment for the very best possible preparation. In order to prepare well he
must not forget prayer. The Puritan debater took notes. Afterwards nothing
was found on these notes but these words: “More light, Lord. More light,
Lord.” Theodorus said of Luther: “I overheard him in prayer, but good God,
with what life and spirit did he pray! It was with so much reverence as if he
were speaking to God, yet with so much confidence as if he were speaking
to his friend.” Let us then prayerfully dig out God’s great truth and gather in
the message to be delivered from the pulpit. It has well been said by one
who himself was a great pulpit power, “Go from the sick room and death
bed to the pulpit.” McCheyne of Dundee found it good before entering the
pulpit to visit a sick one, and “take a look over the verge.” I would
recommend to every young minister to visit as many of his sick people on
Saturday as possible, and, if you have time and there should be one passing
into eternity on Sunday morning, go to that bedside and from there to the
pulpit. Gather up these powers, and, with a good opening service, enter the
pulpit ready to exercise them.
Let us notice:

Il. How Pulpit Power Should Be Given

Pulpit power must be given with Christ’s attention; with Christ’s help;
through Christ’s channels; with Christ’s authority.

1. Attention
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We Must Have Attention. “Sin cannot be taken out of man as Eve was out
of Adam’s side, while men are asleep.” Spurgeon says, “To me it is an
annoyance 1if even a blind man does not look at me with his face.” We
should learn how to get attention from Christ himself — speaking under the
skies, with His Eyes, and with His surprise.

Jesus delivered most of His sermons out in the open air, on the sea, on
the hillsides, under the skies. How many churches are dark and gloomy,
with windows closed. Is it any wonder that the layman falls asleep?
Spurgeon at one time walked around a little church, took his cane and broke
a light in every window. The council discovered that the windows were
broken, and offered a reward for the culprit that broke them. Spurgeon
agreed with them that a reward should be given, but it should be turned over
to the culprit that broke them, and then stated that he himself was the
culprit; that he could not preach where there was no light and no fresh air.

We should not only preach under the skies, but with Christ’s eyes.
Remember what a look from Jesus did for Peter. Peter had denied his
Master, the old fisher spirit came back to him, and he cursed and damned.
Jesus knew what Peter was doing, but did not rebuke him openly, never said
a word to him, but looked at him, and looked at him, and kept on looking,
until Peter went out and wept bitterly. Here is an argument for preaching
without a manuscript. How can a man finish his sermon during the week, or
go to the barrel and get an old sermon, and stand before his people, and
pray God, the Holy Spirit, to help him, when all who hear know that that
old sermon was finished long ago; and how can he preach eye to eye, and
keep his eyes on the old manuscript? To have pulpit power we must not
look up at the walls, or at the ceiling — the audience is not hanging up there;
they are down in the pews, and God has put power not only into the Word
of God, but into the tongue and into the eye, and every facial expression,
and he who will not cast his eyes upon the eyes of his people, has lost pulpit
power.

He must preach not only with Christ’s eyes, but with His surprise. Jesus
used surprise power, and so should we. Why should you say everything as
some one else said it? Why say things in a way that everybody expects?
Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit” — the people would have
expected, “Blessed are the rich in spirit.” Jesus said, “Blessed are they that
hunger and thirst.” — We would have thought He would say, “Blessed are
they that are not hungry and not thirsty.” God’s Word is always saying just
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the opposite of what we would expect, and therefore it is so interesting. Let
the minister of the Gospel preach the old Gospel, but in the way that God
gives to him, and not be an imitator of others.

2. Christ’s Help

Next, he should preach with Christ’s help By His help he should pray, and
preach, and hide himself.

Beware of long, loud prayers. A professor of theology was preaching in
a United Presbyterian church in Columbus not long ago, and his prayer was
so long and so loud that a little boy at his father’s table said, at the noon
hour, “Papa, I am sure God heard that prayer today.”

“Why, my son?” “Because it was so long and so loud that He could not
help but hear it.” Let us beware that we do not pray so long in the pulpit
that people get the impression we are done praying. The prayer in the pulpit
should not begin there, nor end there; it should be but a continuing of the
prayer that was begun long before; it should continue throughout the
sermon. It is said of Luther that he preached as if he pulled his sermons by
prayer down from heaven. Thus we should pray with Christ’s help.

Not only should we pray with Christ’s help, but preach with His help. I
have spoken before of a conscientious preparation. By that I do not mean
that a man should finish his sermon before he comes to the pulpit. I do
mean that a man should prepare as well as he possibly can to the very
moment when he enters the pulpit; that he should preach, standing before
immortal souls, in the presence of his God, by the help of God, expecting
Him to help him in every sentence of that sermon.

And, furthermore, with Christ’s help, he should hide behind the Master.
Moses and Elijjah left Jesus only with the disciples on the Mount of
Transfiguration. Pulpit power will leave the people with Jesus only before
them. Two Americans went to London to hear two of the greatest modern
preachers. They first went to Parker’s church; they listened to a most
eloquent sermon, and, on going home, one said to the other, “What a great
man!” These same two went to Spurgeon’s tabernacle, and after hearing
him went home, and one said to the other, “What a great Savior!” There you
get the difference between hiding Christ behind the preacher, and hiding the
preacher behind Christ. He who wishes to possess real pulpit power must
hide himself behind the Savior.
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3. Through The Means of Grace

In the next place, this power must be given through Christ’s own channels —
the Word of God, Holy Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper.

One minister of our own country preached to large audiences, and his
sermons were published in nearly all the secular papers. Today the minister
is dead, the churches are all burned down, and the congregations can not be
found — a pile of ashes is left of that ministry. What was the trouble? He did
not use the channels that God selected as the means of grace. Let us beware
that we do not get away from the Inspired Word of God. The Word itself is
a power. It is sharper than a two-edged sword; it is a power of which Paul
said he was not ashamed; it is a power that breaketh better than a hammer.

This Word connected with water God has seen fit to make a channel for
the forgiveness of sins. “Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins.”

This Word connected with bread and wine, according to Christ’s
instruction, has become a channel through which He gives himself to us. By
prayer we go to God; in the means of grace, God comes to us. Let us
therefore hold fast to the Word of God, and the Holy Sacraments, and we
shall possess pulpit power.

4. With Christ’s Authority

Finally, we should give forth this power with Christ’s authority. We should
know God’s will; we should know the world’s needs; and then demand
obedience.

Five hundred years before Christ, AEschylus said, “A state that is
prosperous honors the gods.” We ought to know that the world needs God
and salvation. A minister of our own church a few Sundays ago wanted to
introduce our Weekly Lutheran Sunday School paper. In order to do so, he
gave copies to the children, and asked them to decide whether they wanted
the paper or not. God pity the preacher that does not know what the children
need! What respect could those children have for this minister? They would
look upon him as an unsafe leader, as a man who himself did not know
what they needed. We should come with Christ’s authority; know His will,
know the world’s needs, and then demand obedience.

What should we demand of our people? 1 answer, first, the Lutheran
faith. There was a time when many Lutherans, so-called, imitated other
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churches that tried to throw away the catechism, and to gather in the people
by hundreds at a time, instead of by catechetical instruction. Let us not
forget here what Theodore Cuyler said, “Hand picked apples keep the
longest.” Who has not seen congregations of hundreds gathered in a few
weeks by wrong methods, and in a few months where were they? All
scattered to the winds. The Lutheran faith demands that every man study
God’s Word, believe that Word, and cling to it until he dies. I have no time
this evening to rehearse the Lutheran faith, but it is in that little book,
concerning which we spoke a while ago; it is found in the Augsburg
confession; it is found in the Book of Concord. These books will need no
changing until God Almighty changes His Word. Accept God’s Word and
give me your attention, and I will compel you to accept the Lutheran
doctrine. I do not say that other denominations have no truth — they could
not exist without truth; but I do say that none of them have any truth that we
have not, and we have some truths which none of them have. When the
Romish priest holds the crucifix before the dying man and points him alone
to Christ — in that moment that priest is a Lutheran.

Demand obedience, and not only the Lutheran faith, but demand also
Moravian consecration. The Moravian church has one missionary for every
fifty-eight communicants. If other churches did the same, we would have
four hundred thousand missionaries — enough to evangelize the world.

“Can you go as a missionary to Greenland?” said Zinzendorf to a
Moravian brother at Herrnhut. “Yes.” “Can you go tomorrow?” “If the
cobbler has finished my shoes, I can go tomorrow.” That is an obedience
and a consecration that ought to be found in every Lutheran church. Think
of a large Synod in this country with only one foreign missionary. What we
need is not only a Lutheran faith, but a Moravian consecration. Our gifts
should be consecrated to the Lord; our sons should be consecrated to the
Lord; we should make sacrifices to bring the Gospel to the whole world in a
very short time.

And let us not be afraid of a little Wesleyan zeal. In a conference of
ministers a short time ago the question arose, How long shall we preach?
One said thirty minutes; another said forty minutes; another said, “Why, it
takes me fifty minutes to warm up.” A correct and beautiful retort was
given by another when he said, “If it takes you fifty minutes to warm up,
why don’t you go outside and warm up and come in and save the
congregation that pain?” Wesley said, “If I had three hundred men who
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feared nothing but God, hated nothing but sin, and were determined to
know nothing among men but Jesus Christ and Him crucified, I would set
the world on fire.” “Send us men,” said a heathen convert, “with hot
hearts.” When I was a boy in our old district we felt that we needed a new
school house. The old school house was full of cracks, shaky and ready to
fall down. It was suggested that we take the poker and bore holes through
the walls. The old iron poker was tried, but it would not work. Another
wiser scholar suggested the idea of putting it into the fire until it was red
hot, and this was done, and with little effort one hole after the other was
burned through the wall, and it was not long until a new school house stood
where the old one was. I do not wish to commend the meanness of the boys,
but I do contend that a blunt iron, red hot, will pierce quicker than a sharp
iron, cold. And it is not hard to make the application. I would say with
Wesley, if the thirty thousand Lutheran ministers of this world feared
nothing but God, hated nothing but sin, and were determined to know
nothing among men but Jesus Christ and Him crucified, I would take them
and set the world on fire. May God hasten the day when every minister of
the Gospel will be the power that God wants him to be!

26



2. A Remarkable Ride. Matt.
21:1-9. Advent Sunday

And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem and were come to Bethphage, unto the Mount of
Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, saying unto them: “Go into the village over against
you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her; loose them and bring
them unto Me. And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say: The Lord hath need of
them; and staightway he will send them.” All this was done that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the prophet, saying: “Tell ye the daughter of Zion, Behold thy King cometh
unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.” And the disciples
went and did as Jesus commanded them; and brought the ass and the colt, and put on them
their clothes, and they set Him thereon. And a very great multitude spread their garments in
the way; others cut down branches from the trees and strewed them in the way. And the
multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying: Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy Truth: Thy Word is Truth. Amen.

Dearly Beloved:

Twais 1s THE CHRISTIAN NEW YEAR. The Christian year begins with Advent,
which means Coming. Christ is Coming. The Christian year begins before
the civil year for the reason that the Church of God has another Sun beside
the sun in the sky, — the Sun of Righteousness —, that rises with healing in
His wings. We sang of that Son a few moments ago:

“God is our Sun, whose daily light,
Our joy and safety brings;

Our feeble frame lies safe at night,
Beneath His sheltering wings.”

In other words, the Church of God, as we heard in the Sermon on the
Mount, should seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto us.
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The Church year begins before the civil year because the salvation of
souls is worth more than the government of the world.

We find the Church year not only begins before the civil year, but
includes the greatest progress that the Church of God has made in the
selection of Bible texts. There was a time when the people found fault with
the idea of a pericope system — that the Church should select the texts for
the preacher. The result was that the ministry had no system in its work and
was preaching in a haphazard way instead of preaching the whole plan of
salvation, as selected wisely by the Church of God.

We are now in an age of progress when every Church is beginning to
recognize that a Sunday school will make greater progress if every school
on earth is teaching the same lesson the same Sunday; and what a glorious
thought it is that in all the Lutheran Churches of Europe and in seventy-five
per cent, of the Lutheran Churches of America, the Gospel is being heard
today from this identical text selected for the first Sunday in Advent.

This Church year includes in its first half all the great festivals of the
persons of God. Christmas is coming. Christmas is the festival of God the
Father, who gave His own beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to save the world.
Hosanna to the Highest!

Easter is the festival, with all its surrounding festivals, of God the Son,
who on Good Friday laid down His life for the sins of the world, slept in the
new grave over the old Sabbath, arose the Lord’s Day, conquered Death —
arose with healing in His wings. Hosanna to Jesus Christ!

Pentecost, that glorious baptism of the Holy Ghost, the festival of the
Holy Spirit, baptizing the new Church and the missionary churches of the
world. Hosanna to the Holy Spirit!

Then, beginning in the last half of the Church year, the doctrine of the
Trinity — Father, Son and Holy Ghost, with all His dealings with humanity
until it ends with the coming of the Lord again to judge the quick and the
dead. This, my friends, is the Church year.

Like much interesting history, we find that momentous occasions are
connected with the dumb brutes of the world. Had it not been for that
celebrated horse which Alexander rode when he met Darius, the whole
history of the world would have been changed; had it not been for the war
steed that Gustavus Adolphus rode, and its action after the hero fell from its
back, the victory would have been against the Reformation instead of for it;
had it not been for the black steed that Sheridan rode from Winchester, the

28



history of the United States would have been changed; and the remarkable
thing is that the first lesson selected for the Church year tells us of a most
remarkable ride — the King of Heaven riding into Jerusalem on the colt of
an ass! I call your attention this morning to:

A Remarkable Ride

Let us notice:

I. The Christ that rode that day.
II. The colt that bore Him away.
III. The Christians of that day.

l. The Christ That Rode That Day

The Christ that rode that day is man, “the son of David.” You will
remember that in the Garden of Eden it was promised that the seed of
woman should bruise the serpent’s head. You will remember that the
promise was repeatedly given to Abraham that in his seed all the nations of
the earth should be blessed. You will remember that Isaiah said: “Behold, a
virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Emanuel.” He
should be the seed of woman. You will remember that the mother of Jesus
went to Bethlehem, because it was the city of David, and gave birth to the
“Son of David.” And now it is this same Son of David — the God-man — that
is riding the colt into Jerusalem.

Not only do we notice that He is man, but surely He must be God.
“Glory to God in the highest!” said the angels, and the people on that day
began to sing, “Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna
in the highest!” They sang as the angels sang, because they knew that this
One riding on the colt is none other than the Son of God.

Notice, if you please, how this Son of God is Omniscient. They have just
come from Bethany, between Bethany and Bethphage, to the Mount of
Olives; on the other side of the hill, unseen by the disciples, Jesus beholds
through the mountain a colt and an ass tied. It is God that sees through the
mountain. He tells the disciples exactly what they will find; exactly what
the owner of the ass will say. In other words, He was the Omniscient God.
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And see Him again, as He sits on a colt, the most stubborn of all colts in the
world, unbroken, and rides it into Jerusalem, as if it were a broken steed.

None but God could have seen what Jesus saw that day. None but God
could have done what Jesus did that day. In other words, the King that rides
into Jerusalem is the God-man — Son of God and Son of Man.

Not only was He God and Man, but this same Christ was also King. It is
said here: “Behold they King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an
ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.” In times of war kings usually ride steeds
of war. But we find that the great King of Heaven does not ride on a horse.
He rides upon an animal that was always an emblem of peace and not of
war. You remember that the prophet said: “His name shall be called
Wonderful; Counselor; the Mighty God; the Everlasting Father; the Prince
of Peace.” The prophet Zechariah said He should come riding into
Jerusalem, meek, and on an ass. Oh, behold the King! How meek He comes
to His people. And not only did He come then, but He still comes to us. He
comes to us this morning, through the Word of God and the Holy
Sacraments. Remember that this same King said to the people: “Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” And, “Where two or three
are gathered together in My name, I will be in the midst of them.”

I am not standing here this morning telling you some old story that never
can be repeated. I am telling you this morning of a living King, an ever
present King, of a King who i1s coming to us, and does come this morning,
and every time that you hear the Word of God. It is the same King that
came to you when you were baptized. You were baptized in the name of the
Father, and of the King that rode into Jerusalem on a colt, and in the name
of the Holy Ghost; and when you and I renew our baptismal covenant, the
King comes to us and raises us up to a new life; as the apostle said:

“We are buried with Christ by baptism into death; that like as He was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

He comes to us in the Holy Supper. Every time we celebrate the Lord’s
Supper, I would have you remember that the same King that rode into
Jerusalem, comes to the daughter of Zion here, and it is the same King that
said then, “Go and bring the colt,” that today says to you and to me, “This is
My body; this is My blood.” Did you ever stop to think that every time you
go to the Lord’s Supper, you receive the King that rode into Jerusalem on a
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colt? A remarkable ride! Oh, to think of it, that the Lord God, who made the
heavens and the earth with His Word, should come down on one of these
worlds; and in this world, on the Holy Land; and, in the Holy Land, on a
little dumb animal, should ride into Jerusalem! The thought overwhelms
me, that a beast of burden should bear God, who plays with the worlds, and
carry Him into Jerusalem! Remarkable ride!

Il. The Colt That Bore Him Away

Notice, in the second place, The colt that bore Him away. People might
wonder why it is that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, should ride into
Jerusalem upon a colt, unbroken, inseparable, young, and conquered. Why
should Jesus Christ ride into Jerusalem on a colt, as Mark, and Luke, and
John tell us, on which man never sat? Let us not forget that when God does
great things, and holy things, He does them through objects that have never
been burdened before. I call your attention to the fact (Numbers 19) that
when the Lord God told Moses that he should offer a sacrifice for “a water
of separation” for the forgiveness of sins, He said Moses should take a
heifer, red, without a spot, perfect, no blemish, that never bore a yoke. That
is God’s way of doing things. The typical things of Christ and Him
crucified were not to have borne a yoke. I call your attention again to the
21st Chapter of Deuteronomy, where God laid down the law, when a man
should have been found murdered, and they could not find the murderer, He
said, take a heifer on which there never had been a yoke, and offer it as a
sacrifice. I call your attention again to 1 Samuel 6:7, where we find that the
Philistines are to bring the ark of God back to the children of Israel, with
the special command that that ark of the covenant must be drawn by a new
cart, and to that cart must be hitched, not old oxen, but two cows that never
had the yoke on before. I call your attention to Zechariah 9:9, where He
said that the Lord Jesus Christ should ride into Jerusalem upon a colt, the
foal of an ass. And so we find in our lesson today that the King of kings,
and Lord of lords, is riding upon a colt, unbroken, a type of perfection, not
yet abused; a type of Him whose bones should not be broken.

You will notice again that while Mark, and Luke, and John speak only of
the colt, Matthew and Zecharias tell us that the colt and its dam should be
inseparable. Why was it that the Lord Jesus Christ did not say to His
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disciples: Go over there and you will find at Bethphage a colt and an ass
tied; leave the ass tied and bring the colt only? Because the Lord Jesus
Christ wanted the words of the prophecy fulfilled to the letter. The dam and
colt are inseparable, They must bring both. They must lay their garments on
the backs of both. They both must go into Jerusalem. Why? Because the
Church of the Old Testament and the Church of the New Testament are
inseparable. We sometimes talk about the beginning of the Church of God
on the day of Pentecost. Pray, tell me, my friends, where was the Church
before the day of Pentecost? The Church of God that took its origin in the
garden of Eden, when the first promise of a Savior was given, was the old
Church, coming on down through the ages; and now the time has come that
the great King of Heaven is going to give the old Church a new life, and the
consequence is that the colt and the ass both must go into Jerusalem,
because the old Church, with its passover, the old Church, with its
circumcision, in Jesus Christ inseparable, must pass over into the Lord’s
Supper and Holy Baptism. Not a moment in the history of the world that the
Church of God has not existed; and that is the Church to which the Savior
refers when He says: “Thou art Peter and upon this Rock I will build My
Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

He rode not only a colt that was inseparable from its dam; not only a colt
that never was broken; but He rode a colt that was young. “A young colt,”
says one of the disciples, “was brought to the Savior.” That means
something. There is a young Church to be baptized on the day of Pentecost.
The Church began its missionary work as a missionary must do, by
converting the old people, and then saying to them, “Now bring your
children,” and as time passes on, the Church of God must realize that unless
we take care of our little children and keep them in the house of God, the
world can never be converted to Christ. Oh, that every church on earth
would recognize the meaning of the King riding into Jerusalem on a colt.
God wants these little infants, born in Christian families, dedicated to Him
in childhood, and kept there. God wants the young people in the Church to
do something. There was a time when the Church of God depended almost
wholly for work on priests and fathers, and a few mothers; but the time is
coming when the old beast must be relieved, and the new colt must be
ridden.

Young people, listen to me this morning. When the King of Heaven rode
into Jerusalem on a colt, and the mother followed, He meant to teach you

32



and me that every child of the Church of God, from now on, shall work for
the spreading of the Gospel over the world; and I see a bright day coming
for the Church of God. I rejoice that the time has come that young men and
young women are not talking about father’s Church, and mother’s Church,
but it is “our Church,” and we will go where God says go, and we will say
what God says say, and we will do what God says do.

lll. The Christians Of That Day

Let me call your attention finally to the Christians of that day. Remarkable
was their obedience; their liberality; their enthusiasm and their ignorance.

You will notice that the Lord Jesus Christ gave two of His disciples that
morning rather a hard command. He said: “You go over to Bethphage and
there you will find an ass and a colt tied; loose them and bring them to Me,
and if any man saith aught, just say unto him, the Lord has need of them.”
Human reason would have rebelled against such a command. Human reason
would have said, “Do you suppose that I am going to go over there and be a
thief, untie an animal without the right, and take it away? Thou hast asked a
hard thing of us, O Lord.” But notice that these two disciples who were
likely Peter and John, never said a word. They went where Jesus told them
to go. They said exactly what Jesus told them to say. They came back
exactly as Jesus said they should come. Their obedience was remarkable,
and, I shall ask a question now — let us examine ourselves. Do we, as the
Christians on that day did, go, when Jesus says go? Do we say what Jesus
says we shall say? Do we come to Him as Jesus said they should come to
Him? Oh, that every Christian on earth would this morning learn from the
Christians of that day, to go, since God has said for two thousand years, Go
into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. Some of you
have listened to your Savior calling, and calling, and calling, “Come unto
Me, all ye that labor and are heavy ladened, and I will give you rest.” He
has called you all, and some of you are not coming. Remarkable was the
obedience that day! Oh, that it might be as remarkable this morning!

Not only was their obedience remarkable, but also their liberality. Notice
the disciples on that day. When they lifted the Savior up on that colt they
took off their own garments and laid them under Him for a saddle. This
liberality becomes contagious. The people are coming to Jerusalem to the
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great Passover; they see what these two disciples did, and they take off their
garments and lay them on the road; some run to the palm trees and pluck off
the limbs and throw them in the highway. In other words, they did all they
could to give to the Lord Jesus Christ. What liberality! Think of it, in
comparison with the liberality of today. Compare the song that morning
with the song this morning all over the country. You will find in a great
majority of the churches hired choirs, people paid to sing a song of praise to
the King of Heaven. On that day they did not stand around the colt and say,
“Oh King, if Thou wilt give me a dollar and a half I will sing for an hour.”
On that morning they did not stand around Him and say, “O God, Thou hast
given me a tongue to sing and I can sing; but it is too good for Thee unless
Thou dost pay me for it.” If people have no other way of making their
living but by singing, let them be paid for their song, but all over this world
today we are having congregations with their mouths closed, and choirs that
are making their living honestly in other ways, and there they stand and
with closed mouths will not sing, unless it is to their own praise, at the rate
of a dollar an hour. May God in Heaven have mercy upon them! I say, my
friends, that the Christians of this day ought to sing as they never sang
before, to the honor of our King, who comes through the Word of God and
His Holy Sacraments, to make His home in our hearts. Compare the
liberality of that day with this. They did not reach into their pockets and
hunt a little mite, a little spare change, and hand it to the King of Heaven.
They took the coats off of their backs and laid them down for the honor of
their King. How many of us are willing to spare even a Christmas gift for
the King of Heaven? It is our intention on this coming Christmas day to
raise a small gift of six thousand dollars to cancel the debt of this Church,
and to perform our obligation to the synod of which we are a member, to
carry on the Lord’s great work. What are we going to do? Are we going to
sit back and say, “Let us see what the others do?” Are we going to see how
little we can do, or are we going to welcome the King of Heaven by a
sacrifice that means, I will do something if I have to sell the coat off my
back? I do not say you need to do that; we do not have to do that; but I say
that the same King that rode into Jerusalem and was welcomed by the
Christians that day, is the same King that is, this morning, nearly two
thousand years nearer the judgment than He was then, and we are better off
financially than those people were. Oh, let us welcome the King this time
with songs of praise, and with our pocketbooks. Then we can sing as we
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never sang before: “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord!”

Remarkable also was the enthusiasm of that day. It seems very strange
that the Lord Jesus Christ who had been stoned or abused throughout the
three years of His ministry, all at once should receive such an enthusiastic
welcome, on the side hill of Olivet. It seems remarkable, I say, that every
voice, not only among the disciples, but among the people of Jerusalem,
should be aroused on that day. That flame of fire seemed to have swept over
the whole multitude, and to have penetrated the walls, until the people stood
on the housetops, and children ran, and all sang: “Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord! Hosanna to the King!”
Even the Pharisees stood back and said: “Who is this?” Even the Pharisees
said: “Down with the noise! Down with the enthusiasm!” Christ riding on
the colt says: “If the people will not speak, the stones will.” Some people
say stones cannot speak. God Almighty can make rocks talk. The King was
going into Jerusalem that day, and He had to be received with a great
enthusiasm, and yet the human mind reasons and says: “How did this thing
come about, any way?” It is very plain. Just a few days before, the Lord
Jesus was over at Bethany, where He had spent the past night, and had
found Mary and Martha mourning for their dead brother. He walked with
them to the grave where Lazarus had been asleep for four days in the arms
of death. Jesus looks heavenward to His Father, and then at the grave, and
says: “Lazarus, come forth!” And to the surprise of the Jews who were with
them, Lazarus arose, and that remarkable fact is carried to the city of
Jerusalem. The Pharisees are worried, and they say: “The whole world is
after Him.” The chief priests are excited, and they said: “There is only one
thing to be done; we have got to kill Lazarus!” The great festival of the
Paschal Lamb is to be celebrated. The people are coming from all sources
to Jerusalem. The conversation is on one subject, and the subject is that
Jesus of Nazareth has raised Lazarus from the dead after he was in the
grave four days. The one class of men said, “If He raised Lazarus, He will
raise us; and if He can raise the dead, He is the King of Heaven; and if we
get to see Him, we will worship Him,” and all at once they see coming
down over the hillside of Olivet the King of Heaven, the Lord of Heaven,
the One that raised Lazarus from the dead; the One that is going to come to
you and me when we die; the One that is going to shake the graves through
His fingers and hold us up before the judgment bar of God: and the fire of
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their souls was kindled, and they burst out: “Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest!” And they took off their coats, and the palms were strewn before
Him. The King of Heaven is riding on a colt! Remarkable ride!

And yet, my friends, remarkable as was the enthusiasm of that day, just
as remarkable was the ignorance of the people. Like many a false revival, it
was but a few days until those same people cried out: “Crucify Him!
Crucify Him!” There are revivals that are a God’s blessing, and there are
revivals that are not for good. Whenever you find a revival that is simply
based upon human enthusiasm, and no proper instruction in God’s Word,
the result will always be evil. As I go over this city [ am surprised to find
the number of families that are not Christian, and possibly never will be,
who claim to have been converted at one time by a certain Rev. Chapman.
Rev. Chapman was called a good revivalist, so far as I know, and yet there
was one mistake made at that revival, and that is, that the people were
simply taken into church without the proper instruction, and the result is
that, like these people at Jerusalem, today many are crying out: “Crucify
Him! Crucify Him!” And so I say to you this morning, my friends, the
remarkable ignorance of that day was this: That although Zechariah had so
plainly written it in the 9th chapter and the 9th verse, that this very thing
would take place, John tells us that even the disciples did not find that out
until Christ was glorified. On that day there was not a Christian around
Jesus on that colt who knew that the Old Testament said one word about it,
and that was the remarkable ignorance, that led the people in a few days’
time to cry out “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”

In conclusion, my dear friends, let us notice these few words: “And this
was done...” — For what purpose? All this was done that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: “Tell ye the daughter of
Zion, Behold thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and
a colt the foal of an ass.” All this was done that people might study God’s
Word. There is nothing that we need today so much as a thorough study of
the Bible. If the children of Israel had studied the Book of Zechariah, they
would not have made the mistake they did. They would not have rejected
their King, and many of them lost their immortal souls. What we need
today, above everything else, is a Christian school in every Church where
children can study the Bible at least as long as they do the arithmetic. There
is not a family in the city of Mansfield today that would be satisfied to have
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their sons study arithmetic only thirty minutes every week; and yet we all
seem to be perfectly satisfied if our children come to Sunday school once in
a while and study this great Word of God, which is worth more than all the
public schools together; and the Church of God is not prospering as it
should prosper, just because of our ignorance of the Word of God. Why did
Jesus ride into Jerusalem on a colt? In order that the Christian people of the
land might educate their children better and study the Word of God, and not
only learn the Word of God, but, furthermore, that they might remember it.
It 1s not enough simply to read through the Bible and close the book and go
on and not remember what is in the Book. I suppose many of those old
Israelites had read the 9th chapter of Zechariah over, but they never knew
what was in it. They were just like some people now. They come to Church,
— not because they want to come in to hear a sermon — not because they
want to learn something — but simply because it is a custom. If you want to
do anything at all with the Word of God, learn it; and having heard it,
impress it upon your minds, and keep that Word. You will need it some day.

And not only remember it, but believe it. All this was done that the
people might believe the Word of God. I meet with people every once in a
while who are perfectly willing to accept this thing, or that thing, in the
Bible, but when something comes before them which they cannot grasp
with human reason, they then do not want to accept it. I would like to ask if
there is anything in the Word of God more unreasonable than the fact that
Jesus should be born of a virgin? Anything in the Bible more unreasonable
than that He who plays with the sun, and moon, and stars, on the ends of
His fingers, should be carried into Jerusalem on the back of a little animal?
Is there anything more unreasonable than that? And yet, Jesus was born of a
virgin. Jesus Christ, the King of Heaven, did ride into Jerusalem on a colt,
and that He did to teach you that when you come here to the Lord’s Supper
the next time, and the pastor says: “Take eat, this is the body and the blood
of your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,” and your stubborn mind says, “I do
not believe that because I cannot understand it,” then, I say, in the name of
God, believe Him, or go away until you are ready to believe Him. If you
cannot believe God, your Lord and Savior, in His Supper, how can you
believe He rode into Jerusalem on a colt? How can we comprehend God?
And that is just where they made the mistake in the days of old, and that is
where some people are mistaken today. He wants you to believe what He
says — not comprehend Him. He wants us to believe His Word.
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And not only to believe it, but to live it. — To live what He says. Oh, my
friends, if one or two words of God on that day — memorable day! — could
move a whole people to love and praise Him as they never did before, how
much more should you, who are fed on the Word of God, Sunday after
Sunday, and have the Bible in your homes, — how much more should you,
beginning this morning, if you never have before, say: “Lord God, what is it
that [ shall do? Help me to do it, and I will.” Live the Word of God! If every
member of the First Lutheran Church would, by the help of God, live as he
has been taught, there would be a power here that would sway the whole
city. I ask you this morning, then, in memory of this remarkable ride, to
learn God’s Word; remember it; believe it, and live it; and then the time will
come that we shall see Jesus again, not riding on a colt, not riding in
humility into the city of Jerusalem. The next time we see Him we shall look
up into the New Jerusalem, as John looked up:

“And I saw Heaven opened, and Behold a white horse, and He that sat upon him was called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness Lie doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a
flame of fire and on His head were many crowns, and He had a name written that no man
knew but He Himself. And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood, and His name is
called the Word of God. And the armies which were in Heaven followed Him upon white
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword,
that with it He shall smite the nations, and He shall rule them with a rod of iron, and He
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of the Almighty God. He hath on His
vesture and on His thigh a name written: King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” Amen.

Prayer

O God, the Father, who hast given Thine only begotten Son to come unto us
and be our King, to conquer death and hell; O Thou Christ, who didst ride
into Jerusalem upon a colt, and who didst lay down Thy life a few days
afterwards, and didst again conquer death; O Thou Holy Spirit, proceeding
from the Father and the Son, who dost call, and gather, enlighten, sanctify
and keep us: O Triune God, before whom angels bow, to Thee we look this
morning with thankful hearts, for the preservation of oar lives, for the
privilege of hearing Thy glorious Word. Strengthen us for the battle of life
and give us a strong faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, as our only Savior; and
help us to be thankful unto Him, until we shall see Him on the white horse,
as King of kings and Lord of lords. Amen.
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3. Christmas Is Coming, And So
Is Christ. Luke 21:25-36.
Second Sunday In Advent.

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing
them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on earth; for the powers
of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up and lift
up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. And he spake to them a parable: Behold
the fig tree, and all the trees; when they now shoot forth ye see and know of your own
selves that summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. Verily I say unto you, This
generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away; but
my words shall not pass away. And take heed to yourselves lest at any time your hearts be
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come
upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the
whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy Truth: Thy Word is Truth. Amen.

Dearly Beloved:

WE ARE ASSURED IN OUR GOSPEL LESSON. for this morning that heaven and
earth shall pass away, but God’s Word shall not pass away. For four
thousand long years the Word of God had promised a Savior. Many people
thought the first Christmas would never come, — but it came. God’s Word
shall never pass away. Nearly two thousand years have passed since Christ
promised us that He was coming again. Christmas is coming, and the whole
world today recognizes the fact that Christmas has come and will come,
until Christ shall come again. Just as surely as the first Christmas came
because God promised it, just so surely the Son of man is coming in glory,
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and the powers of heaven shall be shaken. Without any further introductory
words, let me call your attention this morning to the fact that:

Christmas Is Coming, And So Is Christ

. Now Is The Time To Be Saved

This leads me first of all to observe that now is the time to be saved.

We are told to lift up our heads, for our redemption draweth nigh. We are
told that when Christ comes again He is coming to judge, not to save.
Surely then, my friends, now is the time to be saved. Christ came to save in
the first place. All history, the whole life of Jesus Christ, swings around the
cross on Calvary. All creation tells the story that Christ came to save.
Before the foundation of the world was laid, we were called in Christ. Four
thousand years Jesus Christ was promised before He came. When He came
He told us what His message was. The Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which is lost. I know that the Lord Jesus Christ healed the sick;
that He gave hearing to the deaf, sight to the blind and life to the dead. But
that was not the main reason why He came to this world. He performed His
miracles to convince the people that He was the Son of God, who came here
for no other purpose than to be a Shepherd, and lay down His life for His
sheep, and on Calvary’s hill He did lay it down, and laid it down for the
purpose of being a Lord and Savior for the salvation of the souls of the
world. That is why Christmas is held so deeply in the hearts of all
Christians and all nations. Even the people who make no profession, feel in
this season of the year that there is something grand coming; there is
something noble near us. The window of the Jew as well as the window of
the Christian tells the story of the Christmas gift. The homes of all of our
people are filled with a Christmas joy. There is a song in the hearts of all
people: Joy to the world, the Lord has come!

And, my dear Christian friends, the same Christ who came to save is yet
coming to save. He is still coming through His Word and the Holy
Sacraments. Why are we assembling here Sunday after Sunday and sitting
down for an hour? Simply to hear a human address? No. We are coming
together because we realize that the Word of God is a word of life; because
we recognize that it is the word of the great Savior, who says: Lo, [ am with
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you alway, even unto the end of the world! — who says: Where two or three
are gathered together in My name, I am in the midst of them; who says: He
that 1s of God heareth God’s words; ye therefore hear them not, because ye
are not of God. Not forsaking the assembling of themselves together as the
manner of some is; — saying unto us: Remember the Sabbath day to keep it
holy. Oh, it is the same Lord Jesus Christ, who took that remarkable ride
into Jerusalem, and the same Lord Jesus Christ that comes to us this
morning, and comes to us through His means of grace, who is ever present
with us; and this same Lord Jesus who came, and comes, will come again.
He told us so Himself. In the 14th chapter of John, Christ says: In my
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so I would have told you; I
go to prepare a place for you, and I will come again that [ may receive you
unto myself, that ye may be where I am also. The last chapter of the Bible,
and almost the last verse, over a half a century after Christ had ascended,
He cried down from the heavens once more: “Surely I come quickly.”

We have not only the testimony of Jesus that He is coming again, but we
have the testimony of all the apostles. When Peter and John walked up to
the temple, past the gate Beautiful, and found the man who had been a
cripple from his infancy; when that poor cripple held out his hand,
expecting to receive something of them, Peter said: “Silver and gold have I
none; but such as I have, give I thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk.” And when that man arose he began to leap for
joy, and the people wondered what had taken place. Peter said: Do not give
the credit to me; do not give the credit to John; he was raised up by that
Christ who was received up into heaven to be retained there until the
restitution of all things.

He is coming again. We are told in the epistle to the Hebrews that that
same Christ, who was offered for our sins, is coming again, without sin,
unto salvation. When the Lord Jesus Christ said to John, on the Isle of
Patmos: “Surely, I come quickly,” the last prayer of the oldest apostle was:
“Even so, come Lord Jesus.” Christ is coming again, my friends, — not to
save, but to judge.

Therefore, it becomes the duty of the people now to be saved. Now is the
day of salvation. What good does Christmas do, if you will not accept the
Savior? What good does Christmas do, if you are living like a child of the
devil in a Christian land and do not accept the Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ? 1 say, therefore, to every one in this house this morning, in the
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language of the apostle Peter: “Repent and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”

Il. Christ May Come Before Christmas

We learn again from the fact that Christmas is coming, and Christ is also
coming, that He may come even before Christmas.

“And He spake to them a parable: Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; when they now
shoot forth ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. So
likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is
nigh at hand.”

Why do we celebrate the second coming of Christ before Christmas? Why
did the Church of God select this text for today? Because it recognized the
fact that Jesus may come before Christmas. When we look at the fig tree we
can tell without going to the almanac, whether it is winter or summer.
Suppose that you and I should fall asleep today for a long period of time,
and suddenly wake up and go out into the garden or into the fields and there
behold the peach trees in bloom, and the cherry trees in bloom, and the
leaves of the forest coming out, we might not know what month of the year
it 1s, exactly; we might not know just to the day, which day of the month it
was, but no man would be so stupid in this region as not to know that it was
not Christmas; no man would be so stupid as not to know that we were
somewhere in the springtime, and summer was coming.

The same Lord Jesus Christ who is coming again has given us certain
marks and signs by which we may know when He is coming, and we do
know from the signs that have come and from all the marks that He has
given us, that He may come now any time. He may come this December
yet. We have many signs given us. You remember that these lessons
concerning His second coming are all based upon what took place in
Jerusalem. As we heard in this morning’s lesson, in Matthew, the disciples
called Jesus out to look at that great temple. Jesus looking at that temple did
not forget what is going to happen to Jerusalem, what is going to happen in
the end of the world, and He said to them: “Not one stone of this temple
shall remain on top of the other.” The disciples not for a single moment
believing that that temple would fall down as long as the world stands, put a
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double question to the Savior: “What shall be the sign of Thy coming, and
of the end of the world?” Jesus had, first of all, in mind the destruction of
Jerusalem, and then the destruction of Jerusalem as a type of the destruction
of the great city of the world. Just as Rome has in itself the history of the
world, just so the city of Jerusalem is a type of the destruction of the whole
world. Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ tells them that this city of Jerusalem
shall be destroyed, and after a while He will come when the gospel has been
preached to the ends of the world.

My friends, has Jerusalem been destroyed? Go back into history. Thirty
seven years after that year when He told them that not one stone should
remain on top of another, we find the Roman army around the city of
Jerusalem; we find that wall being torn down, stone after stone; we find, as
Josephus tells us, that the plow turns the furrow where that wall stood.

Now, my friends, there is a sign that the same Lord who said that those
stones should not remain on top of each other, is the same one who said He
1S coming again.

Not only is it true that Jerusalem has been destroyed, but it is also true
that we have many signs that He i1s coming again. Our text holds up to us
signs, celestial, terrestrial, national and individual.

“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars, and upon the earth,
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring.”

What these signs in the sun, and the moon, and stars, are, Matthew tells us
more minutely:

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens
shall be shaken.”

1. Celestial

The question arises: Have we had these signs in the sun, and in the moon,
and in the stars?

Have you forgotten that when Jesus Christ was crucified the sun was
dark for three long hours, at a time when an eclipse would have been
impossible? Are you not aware of the fact that the Passover was celebrated

43



during the full moon, and that the full moon forbids the possibility of an
eclipse of the sun? Science is not able to answer today yet what caused the
darkness during the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. So, we behold, the
sun was darkened the very day that the Lord died, — the same Lord who said
He is coming.

If we come down in history, have you forgotten the 19th of May, 17807
Have you never read about that dark day in America? Again the moon was
full; again there was no possible chance for an eclipse of the sun; again the
sun grew like a red spot in the heavens at nine o’clock in the morning, when
the fowls went on their roosts, and the people gathered in their homes, and
lit their candles, and the colored people of the South fell down on their
plantations and cried out: “The world is coming to an end!” The dark day of
America stands before us as one of the signs that Christ is coming.

We are told that this sign is not only to be in the sun, but in the moon.
That same night, though there was not a cloud in the skies, was the darkest
night in the history of the world; as dark as the darkness of Egypt, when it
was felt. Science has never been able to answer why; but history tells us
that the mark was there.

And how about the stars, — have they fallen? Some one may say “That is
impossible. The stars are as large as or larger than the earth and they shall
not fall,” and yet, my friends, it is true that on the 14th day of November,
1833, from the middle of the Atlantic ocean to San Francisco; from the far
North to the northern part of South America, people everywhere looked out
of the windows, some saying, “The stars are falling”; others saying, “The
end of the earth is coining”; and the colored people of the South crying out
again: “The world is coming to an end, and it is burning.” The stars did fall,
and not only did they fall on the 13th of November, 1833, but they have
fallen many times since Christ uttered these words; and I call your attention
to the fact that they fell only a few times before the Reformation, and
fourteen times since the Reformation, and ten times during the last century.
I say we must be ignorant of history if we do not understand that the Lord is
coming, and may come before Christmas, because the celestial signs have
been given.

“Well,” some one says, “Will we not have greater signs than these?” We
may have. Another may say: “Are not some of these things scientifically
known?” They are known, but even if they are, what is the difference. The
Lord God, the time of the flood, said: “I will set my bow in the heavens as a
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sign that there shall be no universal flood again.” There is not a man on
earth today who does not believe that God is going to keep that covenant.
Nevertheless, you do not find in the Word of God that there was no bow
before the flood; but God took the bow that told the people it was raining,
took that very bow and said, “You have seen it before, but now I set it as a
sign”; and it makes no difference if there have been dark suns and dark
moons and falling stars all through the past, God has put that up there as a
sign for you and for me to know that the end of the world is coming.

2. Terrestrial

We have not only celestial signs, but terrestrial signs.

“The sea and the waves roaring, and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity.”

“The sea and the waves roaring.” What makes the sea roar? What causes all
these disturbances? Earthquakes in the earth and storms and commotions
above? Have you forgotten, my friends, that this earth has been quaking and
shaking many a time since Christ uttered these words? Have you ever read
about the great earthquake on the first day of November, 1755, at Lisbon?
Have you forgotten about that earthquake that was felt all over America,
that was felt all over Africa, that was felt all over Asia, that was felt all over
Europe? Have you forgotten that earthquake when ninety thousand people
went down to destruction in less than two minutes? Have you forgotten how
the waters receded and left the ground dry, and came back fifty feet higher
than usual, and swept over Portugal? That is only one great earthquake.
China has been shaken from center to circumference; South America is
being shaken all the time, and if you have ever crossed with me over the
Rocky Mountains, you remember seeing the broken masonry and the marks
of earthquakes that ran for miles and miles; if you have ever stood within
the National Park of the United States and watched those geysers hurling
hot water 250 feet in the air, with a thundering and a roaring; if you have
ever looked into that burning lake, where, boiling like immense apple-butter
kettles, you see the lake of fire, you will understand that the earth, like an
old man, begins to tremble and go into convulsions; that the earth some of
these days with a mighty noise, i1s going to shake, and shake, and shake,
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until the stars shall fall and the sea shall roar as it never roared before; and
all these things are signs that Christ is coming.

3. National

We have not only terrestrial signs, but we have national signs.

“And upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity.”

Matthew tells us a little more about these things:

“And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that ye be not troubled, for all these
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom; and there shall be famines and pestilences, and earthquakes in
divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.”

National signs. We boast a great deal of our government, and we have a
government, though one of the best on earth, that does not know yet what to
do with the trusts; we have a government that does not know yet how to put
a poor man into Congress; we have a government that does not yet know
what to do with Russia, or how to help the Boers, or how to help some
nations in distress in the old land. No one well versed in history can help
seeing that every nation on earth is perplexed. There are wars and rumors of
wars; pestilence is sweeping over nation after nation; one problem after
another is presented, and every man has a theory and no man has found a
solution. The war between capital and labor; the jealousy of nation against
nation; the preparations of the great navies of the earth, the cutting of
Panama, changing the face of the world by five thousand miles, bringing
the Western nations to the East, not by going East, but West, the last great
battle of the world to be fought by a Christian nation on the one hand and
the oriental country on the other; all these problems are before us, and the
nations must acknowledge, we do not know what is coming next; we are
perplexed, and God says all the time, "The very fact that you do not know
what to do next, is a sign, — a sign that [ may come before Christmas.

4. Individual
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We have not only national signs, but we have also individual signs.

“And take heed to yourselves lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting,
and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.”

Overcharged. Who cannot see, my friends, that we are living in a day when
people are overcharged? Not one of us has time to sit down with our
families any more, as we ought; not one of us sits down and rests and
enjoys the life that God has given us; the nations of the earth are rushing to
and fro, dissatisfied, as they never have been before. The pulse feels there is
something coming, even as the people in Egypt, when Christ was dying, felt
that some god must be dying. So the nations of the earth, overcharged, want
some kind of comfort. What do they do? “Well,” they say, "Let us have a
feast; let us not be satisfied with one or two or three courses, but let us have
five or six, and let us eat for hours, and let us be — regular swine.
Overcharged with surfeiting. Did you ever notice more feasting and more
banqueting than we are having today? All over the country, wherever we
meet, let us eat a breakfast, and a lunch, and a dinner at home, and then go
out and carouse until midnight, and eat again, like swine; men tumbling
over at the end of their tables, dead; the press telling us they had heart
failure. Swine-failure is what it is. Eating like swine, trying to find comfort
in their stomachs instead of in God’s Word — a sign that Christ may come
before Christmas!

Others, who would not be guilty of surfeiting, are guilty of going to the
saloon, and drinking, and drinking, and drinking, no difference whether the
children have any bread to eat, no difference whether they have any
clothing to wear, no difference whether there is any coal to burn, no
difference whether the wife and children are freezing to death or not, but
simply to satisfy their own thirst; they go down into these hell holes which
are found in every city, and they would not be found there, if people did not
want them there; they would not be found there, if they were not patronized
by the people who are so thirsty; and I am ready to say they would not be
found there, if the Christian people of our land did not want them there, —
the so-called Christians. We have too many red-nosed Christians in our
churches; too many people who are spending their money and losing their
souls, and simply helping to carry out the sign that Christ may come before
Christmas.
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“Overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness and cares of this life.”

Some would not be guilty of sitting at a banquet because they are entirely
too stingy to help pay for it; some would not drink because they are too
stingy to buy it, but they are overcharged with the questions: What shall we
eat? and what shall we wear? and how shall we keep the farms we have,
and still add another to them? How shall we increase our business? How
shall we increase our pleasures? How shall we occupy the best houses on
the best street of the best city? They are overcharged with the desire to
become rich. How many young men today are willing to go to work for so
much a month, honestly earn their dollars, and save them, and live as our
fathers did? How many young people have we today who are perfectly
satisfied to carry out the good Christian rule: “Work, save, pray?” How
many people have we in the present day who are perfectly willing to lose a
thousand dollars rather than tell a lie? Oh, the whole desire today is money,
money, money. Gold is our god, and, my friends, these things are all signs
individual, that Christ is coming, and may come before Christmas.

And there is still another individual sign. Christ came to His own and
they received Him not. When Christ was crucified the Jews said: “His blood
be on us and our children.” Like Cain with his mark, the Jew has wandered
up and down over all the earth. He cannot lose his mark. We know him
wherever we see him. The children of foreigners all become a new race
here except the Jew. He cannot, as a rule, “pass away.” Jesus holds this race
up as a sign of His coming again. The Jews condemned Him. They saw
Him crucified and they will see Him when He comes in glory with all His
holy angels with Him. “Verily I say unto you, this generation shall not pass
away, till all he fulfilled,” No difference which side of the globe beholds
Jesus first, the Jew will be there to see Him.

lll. What Kind Of Welcome Will He Receive,
When He Comes?

1. All Nature Will Receive Him

It is a remarkable fact that the Lord God, in all His great acts, was always
accompanied by nature itself. When He delivered the law on Mount Sinai
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and gave it to Moses, the electricity in the skies began to flash and the
thunder began to roar. Why? Because God was doing something great.

When the Lord Jesus Christ came the first time to earth, remembering
that Daniel had preached in the East long before that a star of Jacob is
coming, wise men were looking for a star, and when they saw the star
moving westward, they followed it to Jerusalem; they followed it to
Bethlehem; they found the Savior; — a star came with Him.

When the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified on Calvary, we are told that
the sun refused to shine; we are told that the graves opened their mouths
and gave forth their dead; we are told that the old earth that held the cross
began to shake and tremble — Christ came.

We are told in this morning’s lesson that there will be all kinds of noise.
“He shall come and the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” When Christ
comes again He will not ride, as He did into Jerusalem, on the colt of an
ass. The clouds will become His steed; the trumpets of the angels will
accompany Him; the stars will sing; the earth will shake, and the heavens
will roll back, as Isaiah and John say, like a scroll. All nature will say: The
King is coming! The King is Coming! — and He may come before
Christmas.

2. Even The Lost Will Receive Him

Not only will all nature receive Him, but even the lost men will receive Him.

“Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on
the earth; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.”

“Men’s hearts failing them.” What kind of men? Lost men. What will the
lost men do on that day when He comes? We are told in the 6th chapter of
Revelation what they will do. They will begin to cry out to the mountains,
and to the hills, and unto the rocks: “Cover us; cover us.” They want to get
away from the coming King; and God tells us that the mountains will never
get a chance to cover them; the hills will not fall on them; their hearts will
fail, — stop beating — at once. It is enough to make the heart stop beating,
when men have had God knocking at their hearts all their lives to come in,
and they have said “Stay out”; now He comes, and the hearts stop beating.
God is coming. That is the condition when Jesus Christ comes to the lost.

49



Then God will lift them up, and every knee shall bow before Him, of things
in heaven and things on the earth and things under the earth. Those hearts
cannot stop beating forever. God will say: “Hearts, wake up again. Stand
before Me. I am thy God!” Yes, my friends, they will all meet Christ on that
day.

3. The Saved Will Receive Him

And not only the lost, but the saved will receive Him; and receive Him
how? By watching. Receive Him joyfully; receive Him prayerfully.

“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. And when these things
begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth
nigh.”

Watch. Look up. That is the way Christians shall receive the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, — by watching and looking up. More than once in God’s
Word we are warned to watch and pray. The Lord never told us what day
He is coming. He even acknowledged, in His state of humiliation that the
Son of man does not know when He is coming; as Son of God, of course,
He knew. It was never intended that you and I should know the day and the
week of Christ’s coming, but just as we know by the budding of the trees
that spring is coming, just so we are to know that ail the signs are here, and
that He may come any day; therefore watch. I would ask you all this
morning to keep your eyes open for the coming Lord; be ready every day
for the approaching of the Son of God with all His holy angels, and when
you do receive Him, receive Him with your eyes open, looking up. Yes, lift
up your heads. Receive Him joyfully.

Some may say, “I do not like the text of the morning; it makes me fear
and tremble.” It would not if you were a Christian. That is just exactly why
we want this text this morning. I know of no more joyful text in the Word of
God, than the second coming of Christ. The very fact that some people are
not ready for His coming is an evidence that there is something wrong with
them; that they are not prepared yet. Why should we sing and pray every
day: “Thy kingdom come” and then not love to see Him come? Is our
prayer a mockery? Advent means Christ is coming. The Church of God has
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wisely selected this text for the second Sunday in Advent, because if Christ
should come before Christmas, then that will be a greater day than
Christmas, and we ought to rejoice. Lift up your heads for joy, and look for
His coming. I have a message to declare to you today, as true as any
message that I have ever delivered, and that is, if I had my choice, you
would never go home again; if I had my choice you would never get out of
this house until Christ came; I would love to offer the prayer this morning
that John offered: “Even so, come thou quickly.” Why? Because it is the
greatest day in the history of the world; a most happy and joyful day, when
all the misery of the past for Christians is gone; when all things wrong in
the past are made right; when all the people who have been slandered and
abused shall have the correction made by the Lord God, who knows.

Oh, happy day; happy day;
Come this way; come this way.

Receive Him prayerfully.

“Watch ye, therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to stand before the
Son of man.”

Yes, lift up your heads this morning, and with joyful hearts let us begin to
pray, and mean it, “Thy kingdom come.” When the great missionary went
to Japan to preach the Gospel there, the greatest question was: How shall
we conquer this heathen nation? This missionary got down on his knees and
said: “If Japan is ever to be conquered for Christ, we have got to march in
on our knees.” And I say this morning, if you ever want to receive Christ as
you should receive Him, then let your daily prayer be: “Thy kingdom
come,” and go on through life, on your knees. Amen.

Prayer

Our Heavenly Father, we thank Thee that Thou hast seen fit in Thy great
wisdom to open before our eyes two great books: The book of nature, and
the Book of Thy Word; and that in both of these books we can read that the
Author 1s the same, and that the mind of God is for the good of all humanity
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and for His glory. We thank Thee for the second coming of Christ. We pray
Thee, O God, that Thou wilt not let the Christmas that is coming rob our
minds of the great truth that Jesus 1s coming again. We pray Thee that Thou
wilt help us this day to be joyful in heart; to be prepared to meet Him. We
ask Thee that Thou wilt give to each one in this house a strong faith in the
true and living God. Help us to trust alone in Jesus Christ; to come to Thee,
O Father, and to trust alone in the Holy Spirit through the Savior, to lead us
to Thee. We ask Thee that Thou wilt be with the sick, and the well. Bless
those that are Thy children, and keep them Thine. And may Thy living truth
this day thunder out from every pulpit until the souls of men shall become
the souls of their God. These favors we ask in the name of Jesus, who
taught us to pray:

“Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.”
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4. Our Christmas Catechism.
Matt. 11:2-11. Third Sunday In
Advent

Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples,
and said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another? Jesus
answered and said unto them, Go and show John again those things which ye do hear and
see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is
he whosoever shall not be offended in me. And as they departed Jesus began to say unto
the multitude concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken
with the wind? But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? behold,
they that wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. But what went ye out for to see? A
prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet. For this is he, of whom it is written,
Behold I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.
Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater
than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he.

Dearly Beloved:

Two CHILDREN IN THE SAME FAMILY, — one quiet, never making any noise,
never asking any questions, called the good boy; — another romping about,
kicking over the chairs, putting everything out of place, asking one question
after the other, called the bad boy. Time passes on and the boys become
men, and the men become aged, and the quiet boy in the home is still quiet,
and the world can get along without him; but the little boy, full of life,
asking one question after the other when he was a child, is now answering

questions; he knows something.
We find, my dear friends, that we are living in that season of the year

when the world is full of questions. Our text for the morning is a question
text, with a beautiful answer. A question concerning the Bible and an
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answer from the Bible, is a catechism, and I call your attention this morning
to:

Our Christmas Catechism

There are three important questions in this catechism, and may the Holy
Spirit help us to answer them correctly: 1. Who was the greatest Man that
was ever born in this world? 2. Who was the next greatest man that was
ever born in this world? 3. Who may become greater than the next greatest
man that ever lived?

. Who Was The Greatest Man That Was Ever
Born?

Answer: The God-man.

His person was the greatest. He was not only the greatest in person; He
was the greatest as a physician; He was the greatest as a preacher. A
message was sent by John the Baptist to this God-man: Art thou He that
should come, or do we look for another? The answer, after the disciples had
seen and heard, proved to John that He was the God-man.

1. There Has Never Been One Like Him

As to His person, there never was one like Him. Jesus of Nazareth, needed,
promised, came, and no other Savior ever shall come. He was needed. This
poor, lost condemned world, with immortal souls, needed a Savior. The
world always needed Him. Why would the heathen ever sacrifice, if they
did not feel that something must be sacrificed for their sins? Why has the
whole world been worshiping some kind of god, if it were not that they felt
that we must have a savior? There was no question in John’s mind about the
fact that a savior was promised. He did not send a message, asking, Shall
one come? He took it for granted that a savior must come, but, Art thou He
that should come, or shall we look for another? The Savior is promised and
He has come. Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God and the Son of man.
Luther in the explanation of the second article says:
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“I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true
man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.”

So confesses every Lutheran; so confesses every Christian. I do not care
who he may be, the one who denies that Jesus Christ is Son of God and Son
of Man, has not got Him for a Savior. This Savior never shall come again in
humility. The Jews are still looking for the Messiah. Suppose this coming
Christmas another child should be born in Bethlehem, with all the seeming
qualities of this little Son of God that was born nearly two thousand years
ago; suppose all the Jews should go back to Jerusalem and say: “This is the
Messiah. We, too, have seen his star come from the East. We, too, have
heard the angels singing ‘Glory to God in the highest; on earth peace, good
will to men!”” how would the Jews know that the child born this Christmas
1s the Son of David? Have you forgotten that only a short time after the
Lord Jesus Christ ascended to heaven, the Roman soldiers gathered around
Jerusalem and tore down the walls, burned the temple and destroyed the
only record on God’s earth that shows that Jesus was the Son of David? It
would be impossible in the present day to show that any child came from
the seed of David. God’s Providence was wise when the temple was burned,
to say: Now the record shall be destroyed because the greatest One who
ever lived is born.

2. There Has Never Been a Physician Like Him

Not only is this true concerning His person, but it is also true concerning
Him as a Physician. When these two disciples went over to see Jesus, they
found Him very busy. Luke tells us that at the very time the disciples
arrived, He was performing some wonderful miracles. What were they? He
was expelling death. Let us try to imagine that we are present with those
two disciples while Jesus is expelling death. First of all, there stands a blind
man; one who was never able to see, and this greatest Man that ever lived,
the God-man walks up to him and touches his eyes and says, “Be open,”
and the man looks, and beholds the multitudes, and he beholds nature for
the first time, and begins to praise God; and the two disciples of John say:
“Did you ever see anything like this?”

There comes a lame man carried by others, for he cannot walk; his feet
are dead. The Lord Jesus Christ, the greatest man that ever lived, looks at
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him and says: “Stand up,” and the man who never walked before stands up
and leaps for joy, and the disciples say: “Did you ever see anything like
this?”

There comes a band of men in the distance, and they cry at the top of
their voices: “Unclean! Unclean!” Jesus Christ is interested in them; the
disciples of John cannot say a word to Him; He walks over to them, for the
law does not allow them to come to Him, and looks at the lepers. He says to
them: “Be clean,” and the decayed flesh is restored to the flesh of youth,
and the men who were living dead people, are now living living people; and
the disciples, who knew that leprosy was an incurable disease, said: “Did
you ever see anything like this?”

But that is not the end of it. There comes a long procession of people.
Lo, and behold, there comes a mother walking behind the bier, weeping,
wringing her hands in agony, and the Lord Jesus Christ, the greatest Man
that ever lived, walks up and lays His hand on the bier, and says to the
young man, “Arise!” and the dead man arises, and Jesus takes him by the
hand and says, “Here, mother, is your only boy,” and the good old mother
throws her arms around her boy’s neck and kisses and loves him, and the
disciples of John say: “Did you ever see anything like that?” They saw
something that day that they never saw before — they saw Jesus expel death;
— death from the eyes, for what are blind eyes but dead eyes? — death from
the feet, for what are feet that cannot walk, but dead feet? — death from the
blood, for what are lepers but those who have death in their blood? — death
from the ears, for lo and behold, there stands a deaf man, and the great God-
man walks up and puts His fingers into his ears and says “Be open,” and the
man hears, and the disciples say, “Did you ever see anything like that?”” The
great God-man has expelled death from the deaf. The great God-man has
expelled death from the grave; the open grave does not receive its dead that
day. The disciples saw this, and they saw the greatest Physician that ever
lived.

3. There Never Has Been a Preacher Like Him

They not only saw that He was a great physician, but they heard that He
was the greatest Preacher that ever lived. After Christ healed these people
he did not send them home. He did not come into this world simply to make
blind men see and lame men walk and deaf men hear and lepers well and to
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raise the dead, but He came first of all to preach unto them salvation, and
after this multitude of very poor people had seen these wonderful things, the
disciples were still ordered to stand back. “I have a sermon to preach.” says
the great Preacher. He said: (I am only giving you the spirit of the text of
the morning) Here is a man who had eyes and could not see, but I would
have you all remember that spiritually you are as blind as this man, and I
preach unto you this morning words of life that must make you see God’s
word as you never saw it before. I would have you remember that just as
this man who is here with dead limbs, could not walk, this great multitude
has not been walking in the paths of righteousness; you have not been
walking in the paths that lead to heaven; you are walking on the path that
leads to destruction." I hold up your Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, the
greatest Man that ever lived, and see this great Preacher as He stands before
them telling them a Look at those lepers, the very flesh decayed from their
bodies, they that stand in the distance and cry out ‘Unclean! Unclean!” but I
want to tell you that those lepers are just as fit to step into our midst without
being healed, as you are to step into the kingdom of heaven in your sins;
you have an incurable disease; you are unclean, but I want you to
understand that your sins shall be washed away by the blood that I shall
shed for you when I die on Calvary. I would have you remember that as this
man to whom I gave hearing, was deaf, so you are spiritually deaf to the
Word of God. I want your ears to be open from now on, — not to hear the
world singing, not to hear the messages of men — I have opened this man’s
ears, and I want your ears all open to hear the wonderful message of the
Word of God." So He kept on preaching: “I would have you remember that
I did not raise this man from the dead because it was better to live than to
die, but to let you understand that you who are spiritually dead can be raised
up. I can do it and I will do it, if you will give me your attention; I can raise
the spiritually dead.”

Oh, He preached such a sermon that day as had never been preached
before. Then came the disciples of John to Him, and He gave them a
farewell message. He said: “Now you can go back, and you can tell John
what you have seen and what you have heard, and this is the message that |
would have you deliver him: ‘The blind receive their sight; the lame walk;
the lepers are cleansed; the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the
poor have the gospel preached to them, and blessed is he whosoever shall
not be offended in me.””
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Oh, what a word of comfort from the greatest Preacher that ever lived, to
poor John, down 1n the prison!

II. Who Was The Next Greatest Man That Was
Ever Born In This World?

I hold up to you today not only the greatest Man that ever lived, but also
another one, who was the next greatest. Who was the next greatest man that
ever lived?

I answer: John the Baptist,

1. None ever lived closer to his master.
2. None was ever more intensely tested.
3. None was ever more faithful to Jesus Christ.

1. None Ever Lived Closer To His Master

There is a wonderful connection between John the Baptist and Jesus Christ.
They both were children of prophecy. You remember that the Lord Jesus
Christ was prophesied throughout the Old Testament, and you will
remember that Jesus said of John in our text: For this is he of whom it is
written, “Behold I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare
the way before thee.” John is the only man who was ever made the subject
of prophecy in connection with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and
therefore the Savior says of him:

“Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women, there hath not risen a greater
than John the Baptist.”

There hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist! Why? Because there
was never another man who himself was the subject of prophecy, except
John. Why? Because John himself, as well as the Savior, were both
announced by the same angel. You will remember when Zechariah was
burning incense, there stood before him an angel, and that angel said: “I am
Gabriel, and there shall be born unto Elizabeth a son, and his name shall be
called John.” You will remember that six months afterwards, the same angel
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came to Mary and said: “Thou shalt bring forth a son and shalt call his
name Jesus, and he shall save his people from their sins.” Both of them
were announced by the very same angel. The greatest man, next to Jesus,
that ever lived!

Both were miraculously born. It is distinctly said in the first chapter of
Luke, that Elizabeth was old and barren. For her to bring forth a son was a
miracle; as much so as it was a miracle that a virgin should conceive and
bear the Lord Jesus Christ. John, then, the greatest man besides Jesus that
was ever on earth, a miraculous birth. Jesus Christ a miraculous birth.

John was the one who laid his hands upon Christ and baptized Him in
the river Jordan. It is not, as our good Baptist friends say, that he immersed
Him. The Bible does not say so. When He was baptized He came up out of
the water; the baptism was finished before He ever came out of the water,
and there is not one thing in the Bible to show whether Jesus Christ had the
water poured on Him, whether it was sprinkled on Him, or whether He was
immersed, not one word. That verse that some people quote: “Therefore we
are buried with Christ by baptism unto death; that like as He was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life,” does not say one word about immersion. It does not say
we are buried with Christ into baptism; it does not say we are buried in the
water; it says “we are buried with Him by baptism into his death” If that
verse means we must be immersed, it means that Jesus Christ was buried in
the river Jordan. If it means immersed, it means you and I have got to go
down into the river, lie there three days, as Jesus did, before we come up
out of the water. That word of God simply stated that this great fact, that
Jesus was dead, and buried, and that by baptism we receive the benefits of
His burial, whether you have the water poured on you, whether you are
sprinkled, or whether immersed. John did not say “I immerse,” he said “I
baptize with water;” but I call your attention to the fact, whether by
immersion, sprinkling, or pouring John did baptize Him, and he is the only
man on earth who ever had the privilege of baptizing the Son of God, the
greatest Man that ever lived.

Not only did he baptize Him, but he was the only prophet who could
take the people and lead them up, and say, “Here is Jesus; touch Him and
handle Him; Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the
world. Isaiah was looking for Jesus to come; Ezekiel was looking for Jesus
to come; Daniel was looking for Jesus to come; Jeremiah was looking for
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Jesus to come; all the prophets were looking for Him to come; but the
subject of prophecy, John the Baptist was born before Jesus Christ was, laid
his hands upon Him; baptized Him; led the people to Him and said”Here He
is!" The greatest man in the world in the presence of the God-man.

2. None Was Ever More Intensely Tested

Not only was he closer to Jesus Christ than any other man that ever lived,
but he was tested as intensely as any man that ever lived. There are two
errors which we must try to get rid of in the very beginning, concerning this
text. A great many scoffers and infidels have held this text up as a comfort
to themselves, saying, “John the Baptist himself was an infidel.” They say
that John, even though he baptized Christ, got to doubting Him in the prison
and sent his disciples out to find out whether He was the Christ or not. I call
your attention to the fact that even the devil himself cannot make you doubt
a thing you see with your own eyes; the devil himself cannot make me
doubt that this Bible is a book; he can only make me doubt a message
which I hear. Nor is there one word that would indicate that John ever did
doubt Jesus, and after these two disciples had left the multitude, Jesus said
to them: “What went ye out into the wilderness to see, a reed shaken with
the wind?” I call your attention to the fact that John was not a reed shaken
with the wind; John was no infidel; he was not a man who was doubting.

Then the other error, which is just as great, is this, that many people
think that John the Baptist simply used that as a means to send these two
disciples over to get them to hear Christ; that it was simply a missionary
spirit on the part of John. While I will not deny that John the Baptist might
have had in mind that his disciples ought to hear and see more of Jesus
Christ, yet I call your attention to the fact that they had heard the message
in the prison; it wasn’t necessary to send them out; they had seen and heard
Him before.

What is the real truth concerning the condition of John the Baptist? The
real truth is this: John the Baptist was in great trouble and felt offended at
Christ; and there was a reason for this. John the Baptist made the same
mistake in his day that Christians are making in the present day. John the
Baptist, reading over in the Book of Isaiah, had read something about the
coming of Christ, and he never distinguished between the first Advent and
the second; whenever it spoke of Christ’s coming, John believed that he was
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coming and would change the world immediately and settle everything. He
made the same mistake that you and I are making concerning the
resurrection. There are verses in the Old Testament and in the New that
would picture the resurrection as being a day when the Lord shall come in
the twinkling of an eye, and raise the dead in a minute. If you will read the
20th chapter of Revelation you will find that there will be a first
resurrection and a second resurrection. There are verses in the Bible where
you can read that the Lord Jesus Christ is coming and you imagine that
judgment day and his being incarnate are all one great act; and that is the
mistake that John made. He had been reading some verses in the Bible like
these:

“Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not; behold your God will come
with vengeance, even God with a recompense; he will come and save you. Then the eyes of
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame
man leap as an hart, and the tongues of the dumb sing; for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the desert.” Isaiah 35:4-6.

He had read:

“I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand and will keep thee,
and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prisons, and them that sit in darkness out of the
prison house.” Isaiah 42:6-8.

He had read in the 61st chapter of Isaiah, in the first three verses, these
words:

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; he that sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that
mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil
of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be
called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord that he might be glorified.”

He understood that prophecy as we sang this morning:
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“He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held;

The gates of brass before him burst;
The iron fetters yield.”

In other words: John had told Herod that he committed a great crime and
sin when he married his brother’s wife and was living in adultery. Herod put
him in prison for one long year; John the Baptist sits there in that prison and
Christ never comes to see him. Poor John is offended. He had read the
prophecy and believed surely that when Christ would come he would carry
out the promise to deliver the captives and let men out of prison, and there
he was sitting day after day, week after week and month after month, and
Jesus never helped him out of prison, or even came to see him, and he was
deeply offended. He wondered after all, What is wrong? The question with
him was not, Is there a Savior coming? The question with him was not, Is
that the one I baptized? but, There is something wrong; He is not helping
me; not coming to see me; I must find out what is wrong and I will send my
disciples to Him and let Him know I am in trouble.

“Art thou He that should come, or do we look for another?”

He was offended. And therefore Jesus sent the answer back:

“Blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in me.”

These things are nothing new, my friends. Now and then we meet with
people who used to think that when once we are Christians we have no
temptations any more; no trials any more; that then we are always living in
high glee and good spirits. Oh, my friends, the man who is a true Christian
will find days in his life when he will feel just as John felt. I want to ask
you this morning as you sit before me, Have you not had trials in your own
family that made you wonder whether after all God had not forsaken you? It
1s said of Bengel that he was one of the best of all exegetes, one of the best
people and one of the best Christians who ever lived, and yet one day in his
history it just seemed to him as if God had forsaken him; it seemed to him
as if the heavens were brass; he tried to pray and could not; and in that utter
despair he saw a little child on the street; he called to that child and said,
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“Come in,” and as the little child came near he said, “Can you pray;” the
little frightened child at first stood and stammered, but at last it remembered
a little prayer that its mother had taught it, and it said as we sang this
morning:

“Jesus, thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
’Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head. Amen.”

That moment the trouble was gone, and Bengel said “Now let us pray;” he
got down on his knees again, lifted his heart up to heaven, and the burden
was gone, and God listened to him again.

3. None Was Ever More Faithful To Jesus Christ

There are trials that Christians have; There are tests that come to us; there
are offenses that we sometimes feel when we think that God has forsaken
us; and yet I say to you this morning that John the Baptist trusted in Christ
as faithfully as any man that ever lived. If he had been an infidel, he would
not have sent his disciples to Jesus. Why did he send his disciples to Jesus
Christ? Because that is the thing to do when you have your troubles and
trials; don’t go around and talk to this man or that man, but go to your
pastor, or, best of all, go right to Jesus Christ and tell him your trouble, and
then you will find an answer, “Blessed is he that is not offended in me.”

Not only did he go directly to Jesus, but he did all for Jesus that he
possibly could. From his earliest infancy until the hour of his death, John
the Baptist never let a day pass by without doing all that he possibly could
for the Lord Jesus Christ. Before he was in prison he preached as never man
preached before; when in prison he held the disciples there and taught them
concerning the word of God, and taught them the mighty truths concerning
their own souls. Not only that, but I call your attention to the fact that the
Lord Jesus Christ had known what kind of man John was. Never in the
history of the world did Jesus pass as high a compliment on any other man
as on John the Baptist:
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“And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitude concerning John: What went
ye out in the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind? But what went ye out for to
see? A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they that wear soft clothing are in king’s
houses. But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and more than a
prophet, for this is he of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face
which shall prepare thy way before thee. Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born
of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist!”

The Lord Jesus Christ said this. Was John the Baptist a reed to be shaken by
the wind? No, If he had been he would not have told Herod what he did.
Was John the Baptist a foolish dude? No. You would not find him with kid
gloves on, and with a silk hat on; you would not find him trying to make a
show with clothing. I suppose you have often noticed that all people on
earth in some way try to make a show; if they have no knowledge or sense,
they show it by their dress. John the Baptist was a man, every inch of him a
man. It made no difference whether his clothing was made up of camel’s
hair or leather girdle; it made no difference whether he sat down to feast or
not; locusts and wild honey were good enough for him; John the Baptist
was thoroughly a man, from the crown of his head to the soles of his feet,
and wherever he went, he stood like a giant and a monument; no shaking
reed in him; no wind, or popular applause, could blow him to and fro; he
had convictions and he stood up for them at any cost, and Christ said, there
never was a greater man than John the Baptist.

lll. Who May Become Greater Than The Next
Greatest Man That Ever Lived?

1. No Infidel

I would say, no infidel. Infidels are not great. There are a great many men
who think that because they reject this and that, it looks smart, and therefore
they are great; especially, is this the case when they find fault with the
Bible, and with things good and holy. If you have ever noticed an infidel, he
always tries to appear much wiser than any one else. I say here today that:

a. An infidel is not a great man on earth.
b. An infidel is not a great man under the earth.
c. An infidel is not a great man in hell.
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a. An Infidel Is Not A Great Man On Earth

He surely is not a great man on earth. What has infidelity done for this
world? Can you show me a single orphans’ home infidelity ever built? Can
you show me a good thing infidelity ever did for any neighborhood? You
may go to the lowest den and dive in this city, and I will show you that they
are all operated by infidels. There is not one of you who would like to have
an infidel for your partner in business. There is not one of you who would
like to have an infidel for a husband. There is not one of you who would
have any respect for an infidelic wife. There is not one of you who would
like to have an infidelic neighbor. So one thing is sure, that no infidel can
become greater than John the Baptist on earth.

b. An Infidel Is Not A Great Man Under The Earth

I am sure no infidel could become greater than John the Baptist, under the
earth. It does seem to me that one of the meanest men on earth is the man
that not only hurt his family while living, but keeps on hurting them after he
is dead. To imagine that the hand that is sleeping under the soil should
constantly thrust the dagger into the family that comes and looks on that
grave, is horrible, and what comfort shall anyone find in the cemetery to
walk around the grave of a dead infidel?

c. An Infidel Is Not A Great Man In Hell

And surely he cannot be great in hell. No one for a single moment would
think that that rich man, dressed in purple on earth, down in hell crying for
a drop of water to cool his burning tongue, was a great man.

2. No Christian Man

I go a step further and say that no Christian on earth can become a greater
man than John the Baptist was.

“Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater
than John the Baptist; notwithstanding he that is least in the Kingdom of heaven is greater
than he.”
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Some have told us that this being great in the kingdom of heaven refers
especially to the kingdom of God on earth, as if possibly after the death of
John the Baptist, some might be greater than John was. I call your attention
to the fact that: that is impossible, for three reasons:

a. No Man Lived Any Better Than John The Baptist

There never was a man who lived any better than John the Baptist did.
Those who think we can become greater in this world than John the Baptist
was, point forward to the day of Pentecost. They say that John preached,
and when he died he never saw the day of Pentecost; that he did not see the
glory of the kingdom of God after Christ was raised from the dead. I call
your attention to something. John the Baptist had a greater day than the day
of Pentecost, before he was born. There never was another child in the
history of the world that was filled with the Holy Ghost before it was born.
When Mary and Elizabeth met for the first time after they heard the angel’s
message, the child leaped for joy, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Ghost. If there was ever a greater day of Pentecost than John enjoyed before
he was born, I would like to see it. Do you know of any man on earth who
could live a better life than John lived? You do not find John standing
around 1in the saloon drinking, because he never drank any strong drink.
You do not find that John was a glutton, because he lived on locusts and
wild honey. You do not find that John refused to pay grocery bills or
clothing. Though poor, he owned the girdle that was about him, and always
was satisfied wherever he went.

b. No Man Preached Like John The Baptist

John the Baptist not only lived a good life, but he preached as no man on
earth ever could preach. There never was a man on earth who preached
repentance any better than he did. As I said, he believed that the coming of
Christ and the judgment was all one great act. He preached, “Repent for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” An ax is now laid at the root of the tree. The
judgment is all ready. Repent and be baptized. My friends, is there a man on
earth who can preach repentance better than that?

c. No Man Died A More Noble Death
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He was not only as great a preacher as ever lived, but he died as noble a
death as any man ever died. There he sits in that prison for one whole year.
For a man of the energy and temperament that John possessed, it was a
wonderful sacrifice. But he could have escaped, — one word would have
done it; one word of apology to Herod would have released him. Herod had
married his brother’s wife and was living in adultery. John the Baptist, the
great preacher, said “You are living in adultery and your soul will be lost
unless you repent and make restitution.” Herod could not stand the truth.
Some men, when they hear the truth, get angry. Herod got angry and he
took this man and said, “I will put you back behind the stone walls, where
you have got to keep your mouth shut.” He kept him there for one long
year. I say John might have been released with one word of apology. Did he
apologize? No. It was not right to apologize. He said, “I would like to live; I
would like to go out again; I would like to preach Christ and Him crucified,
but here I will stay until I die.” And at last, while the dance was going on,
Herod sent and had his head cut off and brought it before her who danced.
Ladies and gentlemen, in this house this morning, if I had the power, I
would hold up before every one of you who go to the ball and to the dance
— I would hold up before your face day and night until your conscience
awakens, the bleeding head of John the Baptist; and from now on, when
you are dancing the whirl of sin, I want you to remember that that was done
when the greatest man that ever lived, was killed, and that spirit of murder
was generated on the dance floor. But John died. He died in righteousness;
he died as noble a death as man ever died, and, consequently, I say again,
no living Christian on earth can be any greater than John the Baptist was.

Nevertheless, I repeat the third question of the catechism again: Who
may be greater than even John the Baptist was? Answer: Your little babe.
My little child in heaven. The least one in the kingdom of heaven, says
Christ, is greater than John the Baptist. “Verily I say unto you, Among them
that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist;
notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he.”

Christmas is coming, and for some I predict it ought to be a very, very
sad Christmas. We will wish each other a Merry Christmas on every hand in
a few weeks, but there are homes, even after two thousand years of the
Gospel, that still have fathers in them that are not children of God; there are
homes in which there are still some mothers who are not children of God —

67



God pity their children! There are some homes which are called Christian in
which their children are not baptized, and how those homes can have a
Merry Christmas with souls in them that have never been given to God, I
cannot understand. I predict, therefore, that some of our homes this coming
Christmas, may be very sad.

But I go a step further, and I say that even some good Christian homes
may be sad. Maybe Christmas is not always the same to us. Some of us look
back over the Christmases of the past, and we look upon those days as the
happiest days in our history. We look back this morning to those other
Christmas mornings when the little tree stood in the parlor, decorated with
all the beautiful ornaments, surrounded with beautiful toys; when early in
the morning, the children could remain in bed no longer, but leaped out and
ran down and gathered around the Christmas tree. As I look back this
morning to the Christmases of the past, I cannot forget those smiling faces;
I cannot forget those sweet little voices; I cannot forget Christmas morning,
the morning most beautiful of all mornings in the world. Some of you look
back with me this morning, and then we look forward, — and, as we look
forward to the coming Christmas, we may make it sad. We may think of the
little voice that will not be heard this Christmas. We may think of what we
miss. We may miss that little countenance that gave us so much joy. We
may miss that little voice we heard last Christmas morning, and if we allow
ourselves to think only of the Christmas in the home, the Christmas on
earth, we may make it the darkest Christmas we ever had. But, my friends,
there is a glorious thought in the Gospel lesson of the morning, — a thought
in it that lifts me up, and may God help it to lift you up; there is a thought
this morning that lifts these dark clouds of the valley, that permits us to look
through the tears, up past the worlds and whirling world systems, that
permits us to look past the gates of heaven that are open, that permits us to
look up where those dear ones of our own family will celebrate Christmas;
they will not be with us, but they will stand, not holding the hands of each
other around the little Christmas tree, but they will stand up yonder, the
very least of them, with hands in the hand of God, around the great tree of
life, — greater than John the Baptist. Amen.

Prayer
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Our heavenly Father, we pray Thee that Thou wilt give us the true greatness
of men; that this true greatness may be none other than that spirit of true
devotion and love and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; that we may live the
best life that can be lived; that we may preach by our life and by our words,
the best sermon that can be preached; that we may die the noblest death
possible; that at last we, too, may celebrate Christmas around the great
Christ, and the tree of life, and enjoy those blessings that are in store for all
Thy people. Hear this, our prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught
us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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5. An Advent Autobiography.
John 1:19-28. Fourth Sunday In
Advent

And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, Who art thou? And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the
Christ. And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou
that Prophet? And he answered, No. Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may
give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? He said, I am the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.
And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. And they asked him and said unto him,
Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? John
answered them saying, I baptize with water, but there standeth One among you whom ye
know not, He it is who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I am
not worthy to unloose. These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John
was baptizing.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth. Amen

Beloved in Christ:

JouN THE BAPTIST saip of Jesus Christ, “He shall increase and I shall
decrease.” Like the morning star which begins to decrease as soon as the
sun rises in the East, so John the Baptist, the great morning star of history,
begins to decrease when Jesus Christ, the Son of Righteousness, with
healing in his wings, begins to rise in the East. John decreased: Jesus
increased, and as people begin to wake up when the morning star is shining
and about to go down, and the sun begins to rise, so there was a general stir
in all the world about the time that Jesus Christ arose and John began to go
down. No wonder that the whole city of Jerusalem poured out and went
down to the river Jordan; no wonder that all Judea began to run down the
valley; no wonder that all the surrounding countries, as if drawn by a
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magnet, went down to that valley, until the multitudes were surrounding the
greatest man that ever lived, when he began to decrease and the Son of God
began to increase. It is no wonder, either, that the Sanhedrin, that great
Supreme Court, should send an embassy to inquire as to who it was that
was causing such a stir. It is perfectly legitimate and right that a church
court, or a church council, or a congregation, if you please, should be
absolutely certain who it is that is preaching the Gospel in their midst. I
know of no better rule for every congregation to adopt than to be very
careful and to inquire into the very nature and person of him who preaches
the Gospel. I was somewhat surprised and at the same time gratified very
recently to discover really how much this congregation did inquire and
search before they extended their call to their present pastor. It was right,
and not only right, but I should urge upon you from this day forward, to be
very inquisitive, find out all you can about it, and if you discover that his
character 1s not what it should be, if you discover that he does not preach
the true Word of God, put him out. You have no right to be careless about
religion; you have no right to be careless about him who preaches to you
the Word of God. There is a movement on foot in this city now, to have a
great revival. Well, if four or five churches must go together to fill the
house of God, it is about time they are having a revival. If it takes four or
five congregations to fill one house of God, it shows that they are just about
as dead as they can be. I told you a year ago that the kind of revival to have
in every church, is one that begins on the first day of January and ends on
the last day of December, and I leave it to you this morning whether my
prophecy is not true, that every church should not be satisfied until it fills
up all its pews with the children of God and with sinners who should be
converted. When we remember that all the people of Mansfield cannot
begin to get into all our churches, it is a shame for the preachers and a
shame for the Christian people that every house of God is not filled to
overflowing, at least when there is good weather. And so I say this
Sanhedrin, though it consisted of Levites and Jews and Pharisees, was
perfectly correct in sending an embassy down to the valley of the Jordan to
find out who that was that was causing such a stir. [ am glad that John in his
reply gave us such a beautiful:

Advent Autobiography
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l. His Negative Life

I call your attention, then, this morning to an Advent Autobiography, in
which he first of all shows us his negative life. John does not hesitate to
give them the two views of himself. I remember one morning going with
my father into a certain woods to cut down a straight tree for a certain
purpose; I remember, too, the discussion that took place between me and
my good father. I said the tree was straight, and he said that it was crooked.
I remember, furthermore, that when he came around where I was, he said it
was straight, and when I walked around where he was, I declared it as
crooked. In other words, it depended entirely upon which side we were
looking at that tree; and therefore, when you want the true biography of any
man, you must not only know what he is, but what he is not. You must look
at him from two standpoints. John recognized the right of the Sanhedrin to
inquire into his character and his calling, and therefore he tells them, first of
all, what he 1s not.

1. John The Baptist Was Not The Christ

“And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, Who art thou? And he confessed and denied not; but confessed, I am not the
Christ. And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? and he saith, I am not. Art thou
that prophet? And he answered, No.”

In these words we learn, first of all that John the Baptist was not the Christ.
John had such a wonderful power that day, that if he had just encouraged
that Sanhedrin the least, they would have made him king. They were
looking for a king, who was to be a universal king. They were waiting
patiently for one who should take the government in his hands, and take it
away again from the Romans and give it to the Jews, and through them to
the world. They were ready, and if John had given them the least
encouragement, they would have exclaimed to John, “God save the King!”
But no, he was humble, so humble that he said at once, I am not the Christ.
Not only might he have been proclaimed king that day, but he might
have been worshiped. They had in their hearts the question, Is this man the
great prophet? Is this not possibly the Messiah himself, and inasmuch as the
people came from all directions and surrounded him, and there was such a
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power in him they had never recognized before, if John had simply said, |
am the Christ, that whole multitude would have fallen down and worshiped
him as the king of heaven. But he said, No, I am not the Christ; you cannot
make a king of me; you cannot worship me, and, says John, I will not give
Satan one moment’s time to put a pride in my heart that will ruin me.

There was a time when the angels of God were all holy, but it came into
the heart of one that he might rule, and he said, I will rule, and the result
was that he became a Satan instead of an angel; that he became a serpent
instead of a servant at the throne, and John, recognizing this fact, lost no
time. Human nature is very treacherous, and some men are weak, and when
the devil tempts them, they stop and wait, until they are ruined.
Consequently, John, recognizing the weakness of human nature, did not
lose a single moment, but confessed, and denied not, but confessed, I am
not true Christ.

2. He Was Not Elijah

John might have appeared that day before them as the great prophet Elijah.
And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? (Elias is the form used in
the Septuagint for the other name, Elijah, meaning the same.) In other
words, Art thou Elijah, if not the Christ? This Sanhedrin was not ignorant
concerning these matters. They had studied the Old Testament, and
especially the last verses. In Malachi 4:5 they had read this prophecy:

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day
of the Lord.”

Furthermore, they had not forgotten the first chapter of Luke, where we
have the record of Gabriel meeting the father and mother of John, when he
declared, I will send you John in the spirit and power of Elijah, So we will
notice, please, that there was promised to the world an Elijah, and this
Sanhedrin had a perfect right to inquire whether this was not the Elijah, and
there is no question about the fact that he was. The Word of God tells us in
the 17th chapter of Matthew:
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“And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come?
And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things.
But I say unto you that Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto
him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. Then the
disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.”

In other words, my dear friends, John the Baptist was Elijah the Restorer,
but he was not the person of Elijah of Old, and consequently, in true
humility, when they asked him, if he were Elijah, he said No. We are not
surprised, either, that the Sanhedrin believed he was Elijah. Let us not
forget the similarity between Elijah of Old and John the Baptist; let us not
forget that both of them were men of the wilderness; let us not forget that
both of them were very plain men; let us not forget that both of them were
orators; let us not forget that Elijah on Mt. Carmel was just as great as John
the Baptist down along the Jordan. Let us not forget that the last day that
Elijah was here on earth he had spent some time in Jericho, and Elisha
followed him; they went down to the river and there he struck the waters,
and they were parted and he went over to the other side; let us not forget
that while talking there to Elisha on the other side of the Jordan, all at once
there came a fiery chariot and Elijah was taken up to heaven, taken up to
heaven with Elisha crying after him; let us not forget that in the very place
from which Elijah left the earth, John the Baptist was preaching this day.
No wonder they thought this was Elijah. These things were done in
Bethabara (or beyond Bethany) beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.
Can you blame the Sanhedrin for believing that this was actually Elijah?
And yet he said, No, I am not Elias.

John Alexander Dowie

Oh, what a wonderful contrast between him and that person who today in
our country calls himself Elijah the Restorer!

Who can read this chapter without thinking of the movement that is now
going on in Zion City near Chicago? And we would not be fair if we did not
recognize some similarity between John Alexander Dowie, who styles
himself “Elijah the Restorer” and John the Baptist.

a. Both Are Men of Power
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One thing is certain, both are men of power. John the Baptist must have
been a powerful man or he could not have drawn the whole city of
Jerusalem and all the surrounding country down to the Jordan; and if we do
not recognize the fact that John Alexander Dowie is a powerful man, it is
because we are prejudiced and because we are ignorant. Do not tell me, my
friends, that any man on earth could go and build a city of ten thousand
inhabitants and draw people from all parts of the world to sit down and
listen to him, if he were not a man of power. Benjamin Franklin said when
he wanted to go to the orchard and find a good apple, he usually went to the
tree that had the clubs lying under it, and I call your attention to the fact that
whenever you can find the whole world pounding away, finding fault with
any man, you can make up your minds that he is a great man.

b. Both Have Great Followings

Not only are they both powerful men, but they both have a great following.
John the Baptist had the people of the holy lands standing there ready to
call him the great prophet Eljjah. John Alexander Dowie has more men
listening to him on one Sunday than any four churches in the city of
Chicago. John Alexander Dowie may go where he pleases, and the
multitude will follow him and listen to him. There is no use denying these
facts. The press has tried to down this thing. The press of this country has
tried to make us believe that when in New York there were a few dozen
people sitting around him. I made up my mind at the same time that the
press was lying. I sent word to a certain man who was there, “Tell me all
about it.” He sent me a photograph of one day, and when you have time |
wish you would just come here and look at it, — the photograph of John
Alexander Dowie’s services in New York, when seventy-five thousand
people could not get in to hear him, and fifteen thousand people sat there
spellbound and listened to him. Do not think for a single moment I am a
follower of John Alexander Dowie, but I do believe in telling the actual
truth at any cost.

c. Both Are Fearless Speakers

Not only had both a great following, but John Alexander Dowie, as well as
John the Baptist, is a fearless speaker, and says exactly what he believes at
any cost. There are few people in the world today who have the courage of

75



a Dowie, who are willing to light the Legislature; who are willing to fight
the Press; who are willing to fight Free Masonry; who are willing to fight
anything they believe is wrong. No difference whether his convictions are
right or wrong, he says what he believes.

The Weakness of Dowie

In order, however, that you may not misunderstand me this morning, I want
to proclaim loudly that John Alexander Dowie by proclaiming himself
Elijah the Restorer, shows his great weakness. We have noticed their
similarity; let us notice the difference between the real John the Baptist, the
real Elijjah in spirit and power, and the man who fraudulently today calls
himself ‘Elijah the Restorer.’

a. Lack of Humility

Look at their difference in humility, if you please. John the Baptist an
humble man, dressed with camel’s hair and a leathern girdle, out in the
wilderness claiming that he was not worthy to unloose the latchet of his
Master’s shoes; claiming, furthermore, that he was of all men most humble
and did not want to be called Elias at all, though the world wanted to make
him an Elijah. Look at John Alexander Dowie. No man on earth wants to
call him Eljjah; no man on earth today would call him the Restorer. The
truth is that Jesus Christ said that Elijah had come, Elijah the Restorer, and
either John Alexander Dowie is lying, or he is over two thousand years old:
one of the two.

b. Overweening Pride

Not only that, — John Alexander Dowie is living in pride. I have heard him.
He struts around on the platform, more like a pea-fowl than a man; I have
never listened to a prouder man in all my life. What a contrast between him
and the humble John the Baptist. John the Baptist lived down there in the
wilderness on locusts and wild honey. John Alexander Dowie rides in a
palace car, eats at the best hotels and lives in a home, the stable of which is
better than our parsonage — (Not complaining myself, because our
parsonage is too good for me — simply to bring out the wonderful contrast
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between the true Elijah and the false). As a Columbus man said last week,
“John the Baptist as well as Elijjah of Old, were fed in the valley by the
ravens. ‘Elijah the Restorer’ in Zion City is fed by the jays!” There you
have the difference.

c. Dowie Wants To “Own A City”

John the Baptist never went into the city, but went down into the
wilderness, to be where the sand is found, where no hut is found, where no
home is found, the canopy of heaven his roof, the air of the fields the
perfumery in his home, — a man of the wilderness. John Alexander Dowie is
not only one who wants a city, but wants to own it himself, has it in his own
name, and so I say, in one word this morning, that there is a wonderful
difference between the true Elijah and the false.

3. John the Baptist Was Not A Prophet

John the Baptist not only says that he is not the Christ and not Elias, but, he
says, | am not even a prophet. “Art thou that prophet? And he answered,
No.” I am not a prophet risen from the dead, and I am not that great prophet
of whom Moses speaks. Some of the people imagined that actually one of
the old prophets had risen. May be it was Daniel, or Isaiah, or Jeremiah, or
possibly Ezekiel; but John said, I would have you to understand that I am
not a prophet. Well, the Sanhedrin had read somewhere in Deuteronomy
(18:18-19) this wonderful prophecy:

“I will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my
words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it shall
come to pass that whosoever shall not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my
name, [ will require it of him.”

Then, said the Sanhedrin, If thou art not one of the risen prophets, art thou
not possibly that great prophet who was to come? No, says John the Baptist,
that great prophet I will show you tomorrow. I am not that Prophet. Now
you know indeed who I am not.

Il. His Positive Life
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1. He Is A Poor, Humble Preacher

John the Baptist does not hesitate to tell us who he is. In the first place he
says, | want you to understand I am a poor humble preacher. He said,

“I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said
the prophet Esaias.”

I am only a voice. I am a poor, humble preacher, not fit to put myself
between you and your Savior; I do not care what kind of garments I wear; |
do not care what kind of an appearance I make; I do not care to be lifted up
by the people and be called the prophet Elijah, or anything else; if I could I
would hide my very sight, but there is one thing I would have you
understand, that is, that I have a voice; that I have a God-given voice, and
that with this God-given voice I will cry to the people and make them see
Him who is greater than I am, Jesus Christ!

Not only would I not put myself between you and Christ, but I would
have you to understand that I am not a city preacher. I am a voice in the
wilderness. I have no garments like you Pharisees and scribes up there in
the city of Jerusalem. You do not see me walking the streets of the great city
up there; you do not see me a man of pride; a man of fame; a man who is
known by the world at large; but I would have you understand that I am
down in the wilderness, and this wilderness is too good for me; I am only a
voice; and only a voice in the wilderness; a poor country preacher, that is all
I am; that is what I am.

I am not even fit to be a servant of Jesus Christ who is coming. I would
have you understand that there is one among you whom you do not know,
whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose. If you want to know who I
am, I will tell you in one word, that I feel myself so little and so humble so
unfit to be a servant of my great Master, that if I could I would lie down and
let him put His feet upon me, for I am not worthy to stand on a level with
his sandal strings, — that is who I am. Oh, my dear friends, the true height of
man 1n this world 1s the lowest humility.

2. He Is A Faithful Preacher
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Furthermore, says John, I not only am a poor, humble preacher, but I am a
faithful preacher. I am in the ministry for no other purpose than to give my
whole soul and my whole time to this office. In other words, I am not only a
voice, but I am a voice crying in the wilderness. I am intensely in earnest. I
would have you understand that God has given me a voice and I am bound
to make every man hear on every hill-top, in every valley; I am bound with
this voice of mine to call, and call, and call upon poor humanity to prepare
for the coming King, that no man, when this voice is silent, may be able to
stand before the judgment bar of God and say, I did not know how to be
saved. Oh, there is a secret in this confession of John; he had studied the
Gospel on his knees. I know from my own experience that when a man
gives his time to anything else but the ministry he is bound to fail. For five
long years, nearly wearing out my life in other causes, my poor church
suffered because I was not like John the Baptist, giving my voice to the
ministry and nothing else but the ministry. That is what I am, says John; |
am faithful to my God and my Shepherd.

Not only did I give my whole voice to my Savior, but I tell you,
Sanhedrin, if you want to know who I am, [ am a man who studies to please
God, and God only. “He said, I am the voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.”
Make straight the way! That is what God wants of his ministry, — not to try
to go up this little hill to please that man, and down this little valley to
please the other. Says John the Baptist, You are the greatest power in the
church today up there in Jerusalem; you have got your Pharisees; you have
got your priests; you have got your Levites, and you think you are going to
heaven because you are so good. I want you to understand that I am a
minister of the gospel and do not care about the Sanhedrin or for any man; I
want you to understand that when I am preaching today, I love your souls
and love them dearly, but I will not say a word to praise you. You are a
generation of vipers, and who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? In other words, you will notice that some of the hills are very steep,
and some of the valleys very deep, but if you will follow the road from here
to Jerusalem you will find that some of your hills have been cut down and
some of your valleys filled up in order that you may go straight to
Jerusalem, and, John says, I warn you sinners, I warn you Pharisees, I warn
you scribes, that unless you repent of your sins you will be damned and
every one of you will perish. That is making the way straight, and that is
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what [ am. My dear friends, we need a ministry today willing to cut the path
straight; that does not listen to this man or to that man, but alone to God’s
Word. In this enlightened age, with as many Christians as we have in every
city, like our own, filled with ungodly saloons and brothels, ruining and
damning immortal souls, it is time that somebody is cutting a straight path;
time that people of God are letting the people know that the man who
drinks himself to death is going to hell; it is time to let people know that the
man who hands the drink over the bar to make drunkards will be damned as
well as the man who drinks; it is time to let people know that the man who
owns the building and rents it for the ungodly purpose is as much to be
damned as the man who is in the business. No man on earth is better than
his business; and no man who will rent his house for a bad purpose is any
better than the worst person there. So what we need in the pulpits of God
today are John the Baptists who are ready to say positively, I will tell you
what I am, I fear neither man nor devil, and unless from today forth you
repent of your sins and be baptized, you will be damned! That is what I am!

Not only did he tell them he was faithful to God, I will have you to
understand, said he, that I am not only faithful, but I make diligent use of
the means of grace. “And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. And
they asked him and said unto him, why baptizest thou then, if thou be not
that Christ, nor Eli as, neither that prophet. John answered them, saying, I
baptize with water but there standeth one among you whom ye know not;
he it i1s who coming after me is preferred before me; whose shoe’s latchet |
am not worthy to unloose.”

In these words we discover very clearly that John the Baptist did not
deliver a message of his own, but a message of his God. In this same
chapter we read these words: There was a man sent from God whose name
was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the light, that all
men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear
witness of that Light."

Now, says John the Baptist, [ am a man of God; I have been called of my
God to come here and preach and I am not delivering a message of my own,
but to bear witness of Him who is the great Light of the world; and I would
have you understand that I believe the Old Testament that [ am he who was
sent, as said the prophet; I believe every chapter in the Bible and every
verse, and I preach God’s Word and God’s Word only. And not only that,
but I would have you understand that I believe in the Paschal Lamb; I
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believe that the Old Testament doctrine is going to pass over into the New; |
believe in Him who is standing before our very doors, whom ye do not
know; who in Himself will have baptism; who in Himself will have the
Lord’s Supper, and who in Himself has shown back in me a connecting link
between the old covenant and the new; and if you want to know who I am, |
would have you understand that today I have baptized the Lord Jesus
Christ; that I have baptized your Savior; that I have baptized a multitude of
people; 1 do not say that I have immersed them, but simply say, I baptize
with water, and with water I can baptize down at the river Jordan or upon
the hill; what I have done is in the name of God, and I have God’s authority,
and unless you repent and be baptized, you cannot be saved. That is who I
am.

True to the means of grace. Brethren, that is, after all, what you must ask
for. Not what man thinks; not what this one or that may have in his mind,
but what does the Lord God teach. You know the message of God and the
Word as connected with water in baptism, and with the bread and the wine
in the Lord’s Supper; these are the means of grace through which God
comes to you, and it is those things which I preach to you, and that is what I
am. And that is what John the Baptist was.

3. He Is A Good Evangelist

Let us not for a single moment imagine that John was only a preacher of the
law; John told them more than the law. When the Sanhedrin sent word to
him to find out who he was, his answer included these three facts:

a. He Brings Good News

I bring you good news concerning One whom you do not know; whom you
think to be far away; when in fact, He is right in your midst. “But there
standeth one among you who ye do not know.” In other words, the Israelites
were all looking for a coming Messiah; they were all looking for Jesus
Christ, the Savior of the world, but they imagined he was far away yet. Oh,
says John, You ask me who I am. I bring you the good news that the Christ
who was born over there beyond the Jordan, in Bethlehem, when I was only
six months old, is your Messiah; today I am about 30 years and six months,
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and he 1s about 30; he is standing right in your presence and he is the Son of
God and the only Savior you will ever see. That is who I am.

b. He Preaches One Younger And Older

Not only do I preach One whom ye do not know and who is in your midst,
but [ preach unto you one who is younger than I am, and still older. Possibly
the people thought that John the Baptist must be crazy that day to claim that
there is one here who is younger than he is and yet older. “He it is who
coming after me is preferred before me.” Oh, what a wonderful truth in
those few words. Says John the Baptist, I would have you to understand that
long before I was born, long before the waters flowed down this Jordan,
long before these hills and valleys existed, long before there was a city of
Jerusalem, long before there was an Abraham, long before there was an
Adam, there was One in all eternity, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
who said, “Let us make man in our image;” that One who was before me is
the same one that is born of Mary, born six months after I was born of
Elizabeth, younger than I am as man but God from all eternity. I am the
gospel preacher, the good news bringer, the evangelist. That is who I am.

c. He Preaches The Presence of The Savior

Not only that great fact, but, says he, the very reason I have been preaching
to you today, has undoubtedly stirred up your souls; I have made you, by
the love of God, feel your sins; I have made you feel miserable; I know that
you do not know what to do next, but I would call your attention to the fact
that I bring you good news; if you will come here tomorrow I will show you
One whom some of you have never seen; if you will come here tomorrow I
will show you One who is able to take your sins and bear them away; I will
show you One who has lived among you; I will show you One who came to
Bethlehem on that first great Christmas, and He 1s with us yet; I will show
you One who is going to begin the ministry now, and has already been
tempted; One who is going to do some mighty wonders in your midst; I am
going to decrease and he is going to increase; I will go down into the prison
and he will go up on the cross; I am nothing but a poor, insignificant
messenger of God and will lose my head; but he who 1s coming after me
will lay down his life on Calvary; he is going to conquer death; he is going
as a conqueror to the very gates of hell; is going to ascend to heaven, and is
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coming back to judge the quick and the dead, and we shall all stand before
God; you think many people are standing around me, but when the graves
shall give up their dead, when the oceans shall give up their dead, when all
the living and all the dead that ever were, or ever shall be, shall stand before
Him, then you will see Who it is that I will proclaim unto you tomorrow. I
am the great evangelist. “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sins of the world!” Now go home and tell the Sanhedrin who I am. Amen.

Prayer

Our heavenly Father, we thank Thee for this opportunity of hearing Thy
great truth as it is in Thy Word, and we pray Thee that Thou wilt give us the
true spirit of Elijah and of John the Baptist to tell Thy Word plainly, so that
all the people may hear it, to their eternal good. We thank Thee that Thou
hast seen fit to send so many immortal souls into Thy house this rainy
morning. As the showers fell from heaven this morning to give us the
promise of future harvests, we pray Thee that Thou wilt let that Holy Spirit
in great blessing shower down upon us in Thy temple at this hour. As we go
to our respective homes today, may we take the message to those who could
not be with us, and if it be Thy good will, Heavenly Father, help us to return
this evening to learn more and more of Thy gracious Word. And if any in
this house this morning have heard, or even preached, for the last time, may
these words of truth concerning the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins
of the world, make us forever Thine. All this we ask in the name of Jesus,
who taught us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
Thine i1s the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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6. Plain Philosophy For Poor
People. Luke 2:1-14. Christmas
Morning

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that
all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor
of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed with
Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there,
the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her first
born son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there
was no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in
the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And
the angel said unto them. Fear not: for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God, and saying: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.

Sanctify us, O Lord, through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth. Amen

Faithful Bearers in Christ:

FIRST OF ALL, allow me to wish you a Merry Christmas! Whether you and 1
shall have the privilege of meeting together on another Christmas here on
earth, I do not know; but one thing I do know, that if you remain faithful to
the Babe that was born in Bethlehem’s crib, if you should not be able again
to meet with us here on earth to celebrate Christmas, you will have a better
Christmas next year than you have this; and, on the other hand, if you will
not be faithful to the Babe that was born in Bethlehem, and you cannot
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celebrate Christmas on earth next year, you never will have a better one,
and your home will be miserable forever. It is therefore important that you
should listen very closely to the teaching of the Babe of Bethlehem. When
He sent word to John the Baptist about His ministry, He said, Tell him the
poor have the gospel preached to them.

The poor always have been with us. The great majority of the people in
the world are poor people. Only a comparatively few have more than they
need to get along in this world; many have hardly sufficient.

It is not only true that the majority of the world is financially poor, but it
is also true that the great majority have not the advantages to go down deep
into philosophical questions, — have not the advantages to receive the
highest education that this world affords.

Therefore. I take pleasure this morning in giving to you:

Plain Philosophy For Poor People

I. The Rich World

This rich world dead in sin,
Kept Christ out of the inn.

1. Plain Philosophy For Poor People

That 1s plain Philosophy for poor people. This rich world — poor little
Bethlehem, only a few miles south of rich Jerusalem. The Lord Jesus Christ
was not born in the city of wealth, but was born in the village of poverty.
The rich city had no room for Jesus, and even in the little town of
Bethlehem there was no room for Him in the inn. The wealth of this world
has never had very much room for Jesus Christ. The wealth of this world
has always been in danger of losing souls.

2. “Dead In Sin”
“Dead in sin” explains it all. We read in Ephesians 2:1, “And you hath he

quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” And in the fifth verse:
“Even when we were dead in sins, he hath quickened us together with

85



Christ (by grace ye are saved).” From these words we learn plainly that the
world in its natural state is spiritually dead, and that the dead soul
spiritually has no door to open for Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

3. No Room

There was no room for Him in the inn, but had Joseph and Mary been king
and queen, had they been people of wealth there would have been room
made in the inn; but being poor, they were told, “There is no room for you
here.” — No room for Mary — no room for Him who became flesh and made
the worlds before He became flesh, — no room for God Almighty — no room
for the Son of God who became man. Think of it. There you have plain
philosophy for poor people. This rich world, dead in sin, kept Christ out of
the inn!

Il. Must Obey God

This world with all its power,
Must God obey each hour

1. It Won’t Do It Knowingly

Knowingly, it would not do this. If the Lord God had said to Caesar
Augustus, “You must write out a decree that the world must be taxed,” he
would have rebelled against the proclamation. It was not natural for the
natural man to obey the Lord our God. In the very beginning of the world
God laid down His commandment. Did Adam and Eve obey? No. He wrote
the commandment in their hearts, telling them, in the very first
commandment who He was. Did the world obey? No. He told them in the
days of Noah to remember and do better. Did they do it? No. They rebelled
against their God. After the flood, when Noah and his three sons and their
wives got down around the altar and gave thanks to the only true and living
God, surely, my friends, on that day the whole living world knew Him. But
come on down in history. What became of the nations afterwards? They
forgot their God and Lord. The explanation lies simply in this great fact, —
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that the carnal mind is enmity against God, and the natural man will never
do what God tells him to do.

2. It Thinks It's Doing It’'s Own Will

Practically, therefore, the world thinks it 1s doing its own business.
Practically the world thinks it is disobeying God all the time, and it really
is. You ask the natural man, “Are you obeying God? He says, No. Do you
want to obey God? No. Are you busy? Yes. What are you doing? I am
attending to my own business.”

3. Caesar Augustus

Caesar Augustus on that day when he sat down and wrote out a
proclamation that all the world sh