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Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest. (Matt.
12:28.)

 
For whoso ever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. (Rom. 10:13.)

 
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that jus ti fi eth, who is he

that con dem neth ? It is Christ that died, yea, rather that is risen again, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also maketh in ter ces sion for us. (Rom. 8:33-34.)

 
These things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an ad vo cate

with the Fa ther, Je sus Christ the right eous. (1 John 2:1.)
 

It be hoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a mer ci ful and faith- 
ful High Priest, in things per tain ing to God,to make rec on cil i a tion for the sins of the peo- 
ple. For in that he him self hath suf fered be ing tempted, he is able to suc cour them that are

tempted. (Heb. 2:17-18.)
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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

 
The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes

good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

 
A NOTE ABOUT TY POS [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]:
Over time we are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If

you would like to send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure
they are cor rected.
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Pref ace

THE SEN TI MENT which has sug gested this work, that I of fer to the con sid- 
er a tion of the Cana dian and French pop u la tion of Amer ica, is fully ex- 
pressed in the ti tle: — — “The Church of Rome is the en emy of the Holy
Vir gin and of Je sus Christ.”

Now, Ro man Catholics will prob a bly be sur prised to hear that their
church is the en emy of the blessed mother of the Saviour, ac cus tomed as
they are to be lieve that the Holy Vir gin is hon ored only by them. But let
them read this lit tle book which the most de voted of their brethren of fers
them, and they will be con vinced that the hon ors ren dered by them to the
hum ble and pure Vir gin of Nazareth, are sac ri le gious hon ors with which she
ought to be hor ri fied.

For, if ever the pre dic tion of the prophet Simeon has had its ac com plish- 
ment: “A sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,” (Luke 11 — 35,)
this has been es pe cially the case, since the Popes of Rome, for get ting all the
love, grat i tude, re spect and ado ra tion due to Je sus Christ, have dared to say
that the Holy Vir gin is the only hope of sin ners — the gate of Heaven —
the safety of the world — tho only foun da tion of their hope and faith — the
in ter ces sor for sin ners, etc.

Far from hon or ing the Holy Vir gin, in giv ing her ti tles which be long
only to Je sus, they have in sulted her, and loaded her with shame and grief,
if we may use such ex pres sions. To day, with out doubt, she en joys in
heaven, the hap pi ness that God prom ises to those who love him; and can
only have one thought and one de sire, viz: that Je sus alone may be rec og- 
nized, blessed and adored, as the only hope of the sin ner — the only gate of
heaven — the only sal va tion of the world — the only foun da tion of our
hope and of our faith and our only in ter ces sor in heaven.

The more one stud ies the ten den cies of the Church of Rome, the more he
is shocked with the skill and for mi da ble per se ver ance with which she drags
back the world to the idol a try of for mer times.
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The Ro man Catholic Church does not yet find her peo ple ready to ac cept
her last ex pres sion of blas phemy against Je sus Christ; she has not yet dared
to say that the great vic tim of cal vary — the cru ci fied Je sus is only a weak
and fee ble man — an im pos tor that we can for get with out en dan ger ing our
sal va tion; but, it is ev i dent, she is rapidly pre par ing the world to re ceive
such doc trines with out alarm.

The Ro man church still speaks of Je sus Christ, as hav ing a cer tain mea- 
sure of good ness, power and good will to save the sin ner. But hardly has
she made these con fes sions, when she seems to re gret them, and has tens to
de stroy all their good im pres sions, by as sur ing the sin ner that, al though Je- 
sus Christ may be very good, and very mer ci ful, it is not pru dent or suit able
to go di rectly to him to ask a fa vor, since his ho li ness and his in flex i ble jus- 
tice com pel him to he of ten, or rather al ways an gry, with the sin ner.

The church of Rome con fesses still that there is a Saviour of the world
who is Je sus; but she as sures us that this Je sus is shocked and wea ried with
our sins, that he is ev ery mo ment on the point of aban don ing us, curs ing us,
and cast ing us into hell! Happy for us, she as sures us, that we have in
heaven a mother, who, be ing very dif fer ent from her son, and much more
com pas sion ate than he, never gets an gry with the sin ner! She is all mild ness
and pity to the guilty. If we ap ply to her, all is well: our sal va tion is sure!
She goes to her son, whom she finds al ways ready to launch forth the thun- 
der bolts of his wrath! She ut ters but one word in fa vor of the sin ner; and, as
a good son can not refuse the re quest of his dear mother, the Saviour of the
Ro mans in stantly for gets his wrath, and con sents to spare and par don the
guilty.

It is not from his own in her ent love or mercy, that the new Saviour in- 
vented by the Popes, shews com pas sion to the sin ner, it is from love to his
mother, and in obe di ence to her or ders he par dons us.

In the sys tem of the Ro man church, it is no longer the blood of Cal vary
that cries to Heaven for mercy to wards us sin ners; it is the voice of Mary
that pre vails, and as sures us of our par don! And this hor ri ble blas phemy is
preached as evan gel i cal truth in all the pul pits — as serted in all the books
— and prop a gated by all the priests, bish ops and popes of the church of
Rome. And would to God that what we say here were but an ex ag ger a tion
or er ror on our part! But it is a sad truth; a truth that not a sin gle priest of
the Romish church will dare deny. To day in the church of Rome, the
Saviour whom they preach is only an an gry Saviour. ir ri tated against the
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sin ner — a Saviour whom it is al most use less to try to ap pease by our- 
selves, on ac count of our sins; he is a Saviour to whom it is not ad vis able to
go in or der to ob tain any fa vors!

The church of Rome car ries her blas phe mous doc trines, on this sub ject,
even to ab sur dity. She goes so far as to com pare Je sus, the Lamb of God, to
the wicked Aha suerus, who, ir ri tated against the He brews, could be ap- 
peased, only by the voice and the tears of Es ther! She com pares the hum ble,
mild and mer ci ful Je sus of the gospel, to the fe ro cious and bloody Ro man
sol dier, Cori olanus, who granted par don to his guilty city, only on ac count
of his love for his mother!

Af ter hav ing shown us Je sus, our Saviour, an gry as Aha suerus, or fu ri- 
ous as Cori olanus, the Ro man church not wish ing, how ever, to throw us al- 
to gether into de spair, as sures us, that in the same way as Es ther ap peased
Aha suerus, and Ve turia dis armed Cori olanus of his fury, Mary sub dues the
wrath of her son, ir ri tated against us. And for this rea son she calls Mary,
“the in ter ces sor for sin ners — the gate of heaven!” Thus, ac cord ing to the
church of Rome, there is in heaven a heart more mer ci ful to wards sin ners
than the heart of Je sus — it is the heart of Mary!

If the Popes are to be be lieved, there is, in heaven, a soul more com pas- 
sion ate to the mis ery of man, than the soul of Je sus — it is the soul of
Mary! There is, in heaven, an ear more at ten tive to the sor row ful ones of
the chil dren of Adam — it is the ear of Mary! And this is the rea son, why,
to day, all the popes, bish ops and priests of Rome, call to the wicked and the
un for tu nate, “Ad dress Mary! by her alone you have sal va tion!” What has
be come of Je sus Christ in this new re li gion that the Popes of Rome have in- 
vented? He is no more than a sec ondary be ing in heaven and on earth! He
acts no longer by the im pulse of his in fi nite love; it is no longer, as says the
prophet “Be cause his mer cies are in fi nite,” that he par dons and that he
loves; but it is be cause his mother wishes that thus, the sin ner shall be
saved! The in evitable re sult of this mon strous doc trine is, that Je sus Christ
is los ing more and more, his place, in the thoughts, as well as in the hearts
of men. It is no longer to wards Je sus that the hopes of men are turn ing; it is
to Mary! it is no longer from Je sus, that those who are weary and heavy
laden, seek for rest, it is from Mary!

And if thus, to dis honor the son, is to break the heart of the mother, have
we not a right to say that the church of Rome is the en emy, in deed, of the
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Holy Vir gin, as well as of Je sus Christ, and that she pierces her heart with a
sword of grief?

Ah! if from the skies, she sees the sac ri le gious in cense that smokes upon
her al tars; if she sees the mul ti tudes, so ab jectly pros trated at the feet of her
stat ues; if she hears the blas phe mous praises that are ad dressed to her from
all the places, where the Pope of Rome num bers his sub jects; and if she
could make her voice heard, she would say to our mis led brethren of the
church of Rome, “Cease call ing me the gate of heaven — the refuge of sin- 
ners — the foun da tion of your hope and faith; cease call ing upon my name
in or der to be saved. Je sus, alone, is, and shall be, through out eter nity, the
only door to heaven, the only Saviour of sin ners, the only hope of the
world, the only joy of the elect. It is by his name, alone, and by none other
name, that the sin ner is saved. To Je sus, and to Je sus, alone, with his Fa ther
and the Holy Spirit, shall be, then, all honor, all glory, all thanks, in time
and eter nity.”

But it is in study ing the gospel, es pe cially, that we see that the church of
Rome, in sults the mother of the Saviour, by in sult ing the Saviour him self,
in the blas phe mous wor ship that she ren ders her. And, there fore, we en treat
our brethren of the church of Rome, to pon der with us, the pas sages of the
holy scrip tures that we present to their no tice, in the few chap ters which fol- 
low. May the good and mer ci ful Saviour, en lighten, by his Holy Spirit, each
of those who may read this lit tle work; and may they per fectly un der stand
that Je sus, alone, is our hope — our in ter ces sor — our sal va tion — our way
— our light and our life, as he is our Saviour for time and eter nity.

C. CHINIQUY.
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1. The Good Shep herd And The
Wan der ing Sheep.

“Then Je sus spake this para ble unto them, say ing: What man of you, hav ing an hun dred
sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilder ness, and go
af ter that which is lost, un til he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his
shoul ders, re joic ing. And when he cometh home, he cal leth to gether his friends and neigh- 
bors, say ing unto them, Re joice with me, for I have found in; sheep which was lost.”
(Luke, chap. 15.)

LET US weigh each of these words of Je sus, and med i tate on them with the
aid of his grace.

The good Shep herd hath counted his sheep; but oh! un for tu nately, one of
them misses the call, one of them has wan dered away and is lost on the
way! This dis cov ery is a thorn which pierces his heart; he can no longer
rest; he is un easy and trou bled, and he leaves there his ninety and nine
sheep that he loves so much; he seems no longer to think of them, that he
may think only of the sheep that has gone astray. He runs af ter it; he
searches ev ery place re gard less of trou ble; and ne glects no mea sure that
may put him on the track of his dear sheep. He is wea ried and ex hausted in
the search; but no ob sta cle stops or dis heart ens him. He loves his dear sheep
so much that he thinks of noth ing else. He coura geously con tin ues to seek it
un til he finds it. He sees it at last! But in what a state! Half dead with fa- 
tigue, lac er ated with thorns, its limbs torn by the bram bles, and not able to
go an other step! What does the good shep herd do at the sight of his guilty
but still dear sheep? Does he load it with re proaches? Does he drive it with
the lash to make it walk and re turn to the fold? No! No! The good shep herd
has not one thought of anger, not one bit ter word against his dear sheep. Its
er ror has not in the least di min ished his love for it… This guilty sheep has
done much to sad den and grieve the heart of the good shep herd; but his
heart, though crushed with grief, has re mained full of love and com pas sion.
We would say on the con trary, that the er rors and mis for tunes of the poor
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sheep have only in creased the love of the good shep herd to wards it. He sees
well that it is too much ex hausted to walk and re turn to the fold. What does
he do? He stoops down to it; he takes it in his arms; he presses it to his
heart… Then he puts it on his shoul ders, and be hold him, bowed un der his
pre cious bur den, carry back his dear de luded sheep to the fold! But this is
not all. The joy of the good shep herd is so great — his hap pi ness so sin cere,
that he can no longer con tain him self. He shouts, he calls his friends; he
wishes that the joy which he tastes may be shared by all the world; he does
not al low any one to re main in dif fer ent. “Re joice” says he to them “for my
sheep which was lost, is found!”

Be hold the good shep herd of the Gospel; be hold him de scribed by him- 
self — this Saviour of the world, whose blessed name makes ev ery knee to
bow in heaven, on earth and un der the earth.

The good shep herd — the cru ci fied Je sus, whose gospel we preach is the
mercy of God — the bound less love and benev o lence of the Eter nal, in car- 
nate in the per son of the Saviour. The Saviour of the Gospel is not an gry —
is not in censed against his flock, even when they go astray. He loves them
with a love so great, so true, that never, no, never shall saints, an gels or vir- 
gins be ca pa ble of lov ing them so much! The shep herd — the Je sus of the
Gospel, never met among his friends, any one who could love his dear sheep
as much as he him self does. He has never per mit ted, ei ther on earth, or in
heaven, any one to put him self be tween him and his sheep, to stim u late him
to love them.

The mod ern doc trine of Rome, which tells us that the heart of the good
shep herd is so cooled and ir ri tated against his erring sheep, that he would
for get them or cast them off, if the Holy Vir gin or some of the other saints
were not there, to re mind him of what he had suf fered for them, is so ab surd
and so wicked, that one can not un der stand how so many peo ple of in tel li- 
gence per mit them selves to fall into that snare.

For what rea son does the Holy Vir gin in ter est her self, in the sal va tion of
sin ners, more than Je sus him self? Why should the heart of Mary, in heaven
be more com pas sion ate to wards mis er able sin ners, than the heart of Je sus?
And why should her ear he more at ten tive to our prayers than that of the
Saviour? We can never find an swers to these ques tions within the laws of
com mon sense. Never shall we be able to find, in the Holy Scrip ture, a sin- 
gle word, that can, in any man ner, serve as an ex cuse or cloak for this mon- 
strous doc trine. And it cer tainly in sults the saints in heaven, as well as Je sus
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Christ him self, to be lieve and say with the church of Rome, that our sal va- 
tion does not de pend en tirely on the love and mercy of our Saviour; but that
this love and this mercy of Je sus Christ, be ing par a lyzed by our sins, must
be, as it were, in cited and re vived by the com pas sions and by the more ac- 
tive and the more ef fi ca cious mercy of the saints.

To ren der the sac ri le gious wor ship which she of fers to the saints ac cept- 
able, and to in duce sin ners to put all their con fi dence in the Holy Vir gin, the
church of Rome as sures us that our sins have the ef fect of cool ing the love
and com pas sion of Je sus Christ for us. But, then, the church of Rome ought
to tell us how it is that our sins have not the same ef fect of cool ing the heart
of the Holy Vir gin and of the saints who, ac cord ing to the church of Rome,
know all that we do.

If, as is no doubt the case, the saints in heaven are united in will and sen- 
ti ment with God, that which dis pleases God, ought also to dis please his
saints; that which sad dens and cools the heart of Je sus Christ, ought equally
to sad den and cool the hearts of the saints, (al ways sup pos ing the sys tem of
Rome to be true, about the pre tended knowl edge that the saints have of ev- 
ery thing that passes on the earth,) and then, whilst Je sus is ex cited and an- 
gry in heaven, as the popes of Rome as sure us, the saints, and es pe cially the
Holy Vir gin ought to par take and ap prove of this wrath, in stead of op pos ing
it and hin der ing its ef fects.

Be hold the mis for tune of the church of Rome. Hav ing left the word of
God, which is the only guide of the hu man mind, to fol low the fa bles and
tra di tions of men, she has for got ten that Je sus is our in ter ces sor in heaven;
not only the in ter ces sor for saints, but for sin ners; she has for got ten that this
in ter ces sor is suf fi cient and that con se quently there is no need of an other;
she has for got ten that thou sands and thou sands of times, Je sus has said to
sin ners, “Come to me and ye shall be saved.” …And that he never said,
“Come to my mother, or to such and such a saint, and ye shall be saved.” …
The church of Rome has for got ten that the name of Je sus is the only name
that we can call on to be saved. She has for got ten that St. Paul, or rather the
Holy Spirit, by the mouth of St. Paul, said, “For we have not an High Priest
which can not be touched with the feel ing of our in fir mi ties; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet with out sin, let us there fore come boldly
unto the throne of grace that we may ob tain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need.” (Heb. 4:15-16.
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The church of Rome, hav ing then for got ten that Je sus was al ways good
and mer ci ful, but be liev ing and preach ing to the peo ple, whom the has de- 
ceived, that Je sus Christ was of ten an gry with the sin ner, and see ing that
sin ners need to have a Saviour al ways good, and al ways mer ci ful, a
Saviour, in a word, al ways ready to re ceive those who come to him, is
bound then to in vent and try to find an other Saviour than this Je sus, whom
she tells us is al ways an gry… Then she cre ates other Saviours in heaven;
she seeks other friends — other in ter ces sors — other ad vo cates, to whom
she has sac ri le giously ac corded all the good ness, mercy and un fail ing kind- 
ness, of which she has robbed the true Saviour!

But let us hope that our brethren of the church of Rome will soon un der- 
stand that they are de ceived by their popes. It is not Mary, but Je sus who is
the “gate of heaven, the hope of sin ners, and the sal va tion of the world.”
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2. “The Prodi gal Son And His
Fa ther.”

Je sus said to them again, A cer tain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his
fa ther, Fa ther, give me the por tion of goods that fal l eth to me. And he di vided unto them
his liv ing. And not many days af ter the younger son gath ered all to gether, and took his
jour ney into a far coun try, and there wasted his sub stance with ri otous liv ing. And when he
had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he be gan to be in want. And he
went and joined him self to a cit i zen of that coun try; and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine. And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no
man gave unto him. And when he came to him self, he said, How many hired ser vants of
my fa ther’s have bread enough and to spare, and I per ish with hunger! I will arise and go to
my fa ther, and will say unto him, Fa ther, I have sinned against heaven, and be fore thee,
And am no more wor thy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired ser vants. And he
arose, and came to his fa ther. But when he was yet a great way off, his fa ther saw him, and
had com pas sion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him,
Fa ther, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more wor thy to be called
thy son. But the fa ther said to his ser vants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fat ted calf, and kill it;
and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and
is found. And they be gan to be merry. (Luke 15:11-24)

IS IT POS SI BLE to read this his tory of the Prodi gal Son, with out shed ding tears
of ten der ness and ad mi ra tion, at the good ness, the kind ness and the in ex- 
haustible mercy of this good fa ther! Had not he a thou sand causes of com- 
plaint against his guilty son? Could not he have loaded him with re proaches
well mer ited? Had not the heart of the fa ther cause to for get his af fec tion,
af ter so long — so cruel an ab sence? Was not the rags with which he was
cov ered suf fi cient ev i dence of his shame ful ex cesses? But noth ing of the
kind ap peared in this di vine para ble of the Prodi gal Son, where Je sus
wished to paint him self, such as he is, “A fa ther al ways ten der, al ways in- 
dul gent, al ways pa tient, al ways of bound less mercy!” Does it not seem ap- 
par ent that our good and adorable Saviour, Je sus, wished to con found and
de stroy, be fore-hand, the sophistry and blas phemies of the church of Rome
in the para ble? Oh! the poor Prodi gal Son knew well the heart of his fa ther,
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when in the depth of his pro found mis ery, he cried: “I will arise and go to
my fa ther!”

You see, how it is to his fa ther alone his thoughts and his heart turn; how
it is to his fa ther alone he goes; how it is his fa ther alone that he meets; how
it is to his fa ther alone he speaks; how it is from his fa ther alone he re ceives
his par don.

From one end of the Gospel to the other, the truth, the most cer tain and
the most fre quently ex pressed, I say more, the truth of truths, the grand
truth which sets off each page — each word of the Gospel, is that Je sus is
the per son i fi ca tion — the in car na tion, if we may so ex press it, of the mercy
— of the love and in fi nite com pas sion of God to man and to sin ful man.
Each page, each word of the Gospel is ir refragable proof that Je sus and Je- 
sus alone is, par ex cel lence, the friend, the Saviour of the pen i tent sin ner.
And the para ble of the Prodi gal Son is the most sub lime ex pres sion, in
words, as Cal vary is the most sub lime proof in ac tion, of the in fi nite and in- 
con ceiv able love or God for guilty man. The great de sire of Je sus Christ is,
that men may be lieve on this love and bound less mercy with which his
heart and soul abound for them — Je sus wishes it. I would dare to say that
the great am bi tion of Je sus Christ is, that men may un der stand that they
have never been loved by any one, as they have been by Him, and that no
one ever can love them as he does.

In read ing the his tory or the Prodi gal Son, one feels that Je sus Christ
wishes en tirely to re move the mon strous idea that there could be any one,
upon earth, or in heaven, whose heart could be more mer ci ful, more com- 
pas sion ate or more lov ing than his own, to wards the poor Prodi gal Son.

See with what care the Saviour puts, ab so lutely, no one be tween the fa- 
ther and the guilty son! You nei ther see broth ers, nor sis ters, mother, an gels,
nor saints in ter fere in this di vine rec on cil i a tion of the fallen child of Adam
with his Heav enly Fa ther, his Saviour and his God! Oh! what a fresh out- 
rage would not the guilty son have caused the heart of his fa ther to suf fer, if
he had said: “I have so of fended my fa ther, that he will nei ther wish to re- 
ceive me nor to lis ten to me… I must speak to him through some one else…
I dare not present my self in these rags; he would not re ceive me… I will
plead my cause through some of his bet ter friends — through my brother
who has al ways so faith fully loved him!” Do we not per ceive that such lan- 
guage would have been an in sult to the love of the good fa ther, …and in
per mit ting sen ti ments of dis trust in his kind ness to en ter his mind, the
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Prodi gal Son would have ren dered him self, more than by all his past mis- 
con duct, un wor thy of his par don which he came to im plore!

And yet, such is the de plorable doc trine of the Church of Rome; she sees
the poor Prodi gal Son over whelmed un der the weight of his mis ery; and in- 
stead of point ing him to the Saviour, the Je sus of the Gospel, al ways ready
to re ceive him in his arms, al ways ready to give him the kiss of peace, al- 
ways ready to for get the past at the first cry of grief es cap ing from the pen i- 
tent heart; she shows him a Je sus, a Saviour, to tally dif fer ent, a Saviour al- 
ways ex cited and in bad hu mor, who can be ap proached only by the
saints… The sin ner, in the Church of Rome, is ad vised to keep at a great
dis tance from his an gry Fa ther; he can nei ther em brace his feet, nor throw
him self into his arms, and sprin kle him with the tears of his grief, with out
first get ting all the an gels and saints in Par adise to in ter cede for him.

If a priest of the Church of Roma had met the Prodi gal Son as he was re- 
turn ing to his Fa ther, what would he have said to him, if he had spo ken as
his Church Speaks to day to the sin ner?

My poor child! Thou dost well to re turn to thy Fa ther, to ask par don for thy sins, but thy
con duct has been so blam able that he has ev ery rea son to be an gry with thee… In truth you
run a great risk of not be ing heard at all, or at least be ing badly re ceived by thy Fa ther…
Take my ad vice, thou hast in the house of thy Fa ther, a brother whose con duct has al ways
been ir re proach able… go first to him, and pray him to ask par don for thee, from thy fa- 
ther… What thou wouldest be re fused, on ac count of thy wicked life, and thy black in grat i- 
tude, will be eas ily granted at the prayer of a son, so vir tu ous as thy brother.

But the Prodi gal Son would have an swered the priest of Rome:

Ah! You do not know the heart of my fa ther, when you use such lan guage; al though I am
un wor thy to be called his son, and to sit at his ta ble, he is so good that I am cer tain he loves
me yet. No body ever loved me as my fa ther did, he is the best, the most ten der of fa thers.
Priest of Rome, do not hin der me from go ing to him… I go to throw my self at his feet…
wash " to speak to him my self… I know there is no one in the house of my fa ther, nor any
where else, whose love and com pas sion can equal his own.
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Oh! if you knew what a fa ther I have left! If you had seen his tears and his sad ness when I
was leav ing him! If you had heard his sighs; if you had seen his bit ter grief! Far from giv- 
ing me thoughts of dis trust in his mercy; far from telling me to go to oth ers to pre pare the
way of re turn, you would tell me to run to him, and to him alone. Priest of Rome, the
Prodi gal Son would have said, you do not know my fa ther; go on your way; leave me to go
straight to him; as for me, I know him! Since you do not know my fa ther bet ter, Priest of
Rome, cease try ing to di min ish the con fi dence I have in his good ness; be gone! If you knew
what I have suf fered since I left my fa ther! how much I suf fer still each mo ment that I am
sep a rated from him — if you knew how I has ten to see him again, to throw my self at his
feet, you would not make the way of my re turn longer than it al ready is! Priest of Rome, do
not hin der me from fly ing to my fa ther at once! Him and him alone I have grieved and of- 
fended; from him alone I wish to re ceive my par don. Oh since the day that I said: ‘I will go
to my Fa ther,’ and that I tore my self away from the places that were wit nesses of my ab ject
mis ery, to re turn to him, if you knew with what joy my heart is over whelmed, in spite of
the shame and grief that I feel on ac count of my wan der ings, I have this hope in me, that
my fa ther will re ceive me with kind ness. Oh! Priest of Rome, I ad jure you, do not keep me
back, nor lessen that hope that has been my strength and my joy on the way of my re turn to
my fa ther; do not trou ble me any more, I be seech you; I go to my fa ther, and noth ing in the
world will hin der me from throw ing my self at his feet and speak ing to him my self!"

And if the Priest of Rome had wished to press his sophisms to prove the ne- 
ces sity of seek ing some one to ap pease the wrath of his an gry fa ther, the
Prodi gal Son would have shut his ears and kept aloof, with grief and dis- 
gust, from a man who knew so lit tle about the heart of his fa ther; he would
have quick ened his steps in or der to make up time which the Priest of Rome
had made him lose.

In or der to de ceive the peo ple and make them swal low bet ter the poi son
of her de struc tive doc trines, the Church of Rome is con stantly say ing that
the heart of woman, a mother, is al ways more ten der and more sen si tive
than that of a man, a fa ther. But ap plied to the love of Je sus Christ for man,
this com par i son is ex tremely wicked and blas phe mous… It is an in sult to
Mary as well as to Je sus Christ. Whilst this ar gu ment is care fully pon dered,
there is not a Romish Priest who ought not to blush; than is not a sin gle
mem ber of the Church of Rome who ought not to be hor ri fied.

Let us sup pose, as they wish, that the Holy Vir gin dur ing her mor tal life
was good and com pas sion ate to wards sin ners — that she de sired their sal- 
va tion with all the strength of her heart, so pure and so lov ing, is it pos si ble
to meet a Ro man Catholic so blind as to say or think, that the com pas sion or
the love of the Holy Vir gin, dur ing her life on earth, was greater, more sin- 
cere, or more ef fi ca cious than the love of Je sus Christ? No, I will never be- 
lieve that any man, how ever blinded he may be, by the er rors of his church,
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con cern ing the Holy Vir gin, can thus put her, de lib er ately, above Je sus
Christ, be cause she was a woman and Je sus Christ was a man.

The most blindly de voted to the wor ship of Mary in the Church of
Rome, if he will take the trou ble to re flect, will be forced to con fess, that
the com pas sion, the mercy and the pity of Je sus Christ for sin ners, dur ing
his life, were in fin itely greater and more ef fi ca cious than that of the Holy
Vir gin; well then, if it was so, that Je sus and Mary were alike upon earth,
how shall it be oth er wise to day? Is it pos si ble that, since they are in heaven,
the love and the com pas sion of Je sus Christ have be come less real, less ef fi- 
ca cious than that of Mary? And that the com pas sion and the love of the
Holy Vir gin, have ob tained a de gree su pe rior to that of our Saviour, since
Je sus Christ is seated glo ri ously, in body and in spirit, at the right hand of
his fa ther, where the Gospel shows him to us, con stantly oc cu pied in plead- 
ing for sin ners!

It is true that God has put in the heart of a woman, and es pe cially of a
mother, in ex haustible trea sures of good ness, af fec tion and pity; but it is, and
will be eter nally true also, that the God who has put in the heart of woman,
of a mother, these trea sures of com pas sion, has kept for him self a com pas- 
sion and love for the fallen chil dren of Adam in fin itely greater, than all the
love that ever was, or ever will be in the heart of woman, even a mother,
with out ex cept ing the Holy Vir gin. We may ex alt as highly as pos si ble, the
virtues, the ad mirable qual i ties, with which God has been pleased to adorn
the heart and mind of the mother of our Saviour; but there will al ways be an
im mea sur able dis tance be tween her virtues and those of the Son of God;
there will al ways be an un fath omable abyss be tween her qual i ties and the
di vine per fec tions of Him, of whom she has had the honor to be the mother
ac cord ing to the flesh. The com pas sion, the love and the mercy of Je sus
Christ for sin ners, have al ways been, and al ways will be, dur ing all ages,
more real, more el e vated above those of the Holy Vir gin, than heaven is
above the earth. And in the pres ence of these truths, that hell will never be
per mit ted to de stroy, the pre tended su pe ri or ity of Mary above Je sus Christ,
on ac count of this qual ity of a woman, and a mother, shall fall.

Again, if one wishes to have a just idea of what Je sus thinks of these pre- 
tended priv i leges, which the Church of Rome makes the foun da tion of her
wor ship, he has only to read what our Saviour has thought, and thinks yet of
them; for he is to day what he was yes ter day:
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"While he yet talked to the peo ple, be hold, his mother and his brethren stood with out, de- 
sir ing to speak with him. Then one said unto him, be hold thy mother and thy brethren stand
with out de sir ing to speak with thee; but he an swered and said unto him that told him, who
is my mother? and who are my brethren? And he stretched forth his hand to wards his dis ci- 
ples, and said, ‘Be hold my mother and my brethren!’ For whoso ever will do the will of my
Fa ther which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sis ter, and mother!’ (Matt. 12:46-
50)

Were the teach ings of the Church of Rome, in re gard to the pre tended
power of the Holy Vir gin over Je sus Christ, true — that Je sus Christ al ways
did what the Holy Vir gin com manded him, he would have gone to lis ten
when she came to speak to him; he would cer tainly not have re fused to
com ply with the de sire she had ex pressed to see him. And above all he
would not have replied to her re quest in these words, that will be an eter nal
protest of the Saviour of the world against the sac ri le gious wor ship ren- 
dered to his holy mother: “Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?
whoso ever will do the will of my Fa ther which is in heaven, the same is my
brother, and sis ter and mother!”

The Church of Rome ac cuses the dis ci ples of the gospel, as be ing en e- 
mies of the Holy Vir gin, if they are not pre pared to give her all the hon ors
which the Ro man ists are ac cus tomed to ren der to her. But if this ac cu sa tion
were true, Je sus Christ would have shown him self the first en emy of his
holy mother, in re ceiv ing so coldly be fore all the world, the re quest which
she had ex pressed to see him and speak to him. But the same mouth which
has said: “Ren der to Cae sar the things that are Cae sar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s,” wished to put us on our guard against the wor ship of
Saints.

It is not Je sus Christ nor his true dis ci ples that are the en e mies of the
Holy Vir gin, and dis honor her name, it is rather those who give her the ti tles
and hon ors which ap per tain to Je sus Christ alone.

Let us bless the Lord for the grace and fa vor be stowed upon the hum ble
and chaste Vir gin of Nazareth but let us rec ol lect that we have only one
Saviour, one ad vo cate in heaven, namely Je sus, and that he is es sen tially
good ness and mercy, and that this Saviour has said, and still says to sin ners,
“Come to me!” It is to him alone that we ought to have re course for sal va- 
tion. Let us never for get that it is his name, the name of Je sus alone that we
must in voke in or der to ob tain fa vor; and that it is in the blood of Je sus
alone, shed on Cal vary, that we must trust for the pay ment of our debt to di- 
vine jus tice.
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Let us re mem ber that Je sus alone, in one word, is our hope, our strength,
our light, our way, our life and our Sal va tion.1

1. NOTE BY THE AU THOR. — When we say that the Dear Saviour puts no- 
body be tween God the Fa ther and the lost chil dren of Adam, we do not
deny nor for get the mis sion of Christ. But who is Je sus? He is God
him self. He is one with his Fa ther. “Who sees the son, seeth the Fa- 
ther.” Who goes to Je sus goes to the Fa ther through Je sus, and who
does not go through Je sus the son of God and God him self, can not go
to the Fa ther — can not be saved. “For there is no other name un der
Heaven”given among men, whereby we must be saved. — (Acts 4:12.)

Je sus the God-man, is the only friend, the only brother, the only
Saviour, the only fa ther to whom the sin ner can go, and whose name
he can in voke to be rec on ciled to his Cre ator.

By Je sus, and through Je sus alone he can be ac cept able. So the
Lord of Hosts has or dained it from eter nity.

And in af firm ing that doc trine against Rome, there is no want of
due re spect to the mem ory of the mother of Je sus.↩ 
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3. The Cru ci fied Je sus And The
Pen i tent Thief.

And one of the male fac tors which were hanged, railed on him, say ing: ‘If thou be Christ,
save thy self and us.’ But the other an swer ing, re buked him say ing: ‘Dost thou not fear God,
see ing thou art in the same con dem na tion? And we in deed justly, for we re ceive the due re- 
ward of our deeds, but this man hath done noth ing amiss.’ And he said unto Je sus, ‘Lord,
re mem ber me when thou comest into thy king dom.’ And Je sus said unto him, ‘Ver ily, I say
unto thee, to day shalt thou be with me in Par adise.’ — (Luke 23:39-43)

THIS SUB LIME DI A LOGUE, be tween Je sus, dy ing on the cross, and the re pent ing
sin ner, is the most touch ing sum mary of the de sign of the mis sion of Je sus
Christ upon earth, as it is the mea sure of the un lim ited con fi dence that the
pen i tent sin ner ought to place in the mercy of the Saviour. A few re flec tions
upon what passed and was said upon these two crosses, are suf fi cient to en- 
able us to com pre hend the in jury that the church of Rome does to the Holy
Vir gin, and to the gospel, in her ef forts to turn the thoughts and the hearts of
sin ners to wards Mary, as the most solid foun da tion of their sal va tion.

Dur ing this di a logue be tween the Saviour and the pen i tent thief, St John
tells us that Mary was at the foot of the cross: then we can be lieve that she
knew what was pass ing there. And how she must have felt her heart thrill
with joy, in spite of her bit ter grief, when she heard with what lov ing kind- 
ness Je sus said to the com pan ion of his suf fer ings “To day shalt than be with
me in Par adise.”

No doubt the faith and con ver sion of the thief, were in fin itely pleas ing to
the holy mother of Je sus, and that they brought, for a mo ment, a happy di- 
ver sion from her sor rows.

The spec ta cle which is pre sented to us upon Cal vary, is one of such sub- 
lim ity and grandeur, that man will never be able worthily to de scribe it.
Whilst our thoughts go to wards Je sus and the pen i tent thief; and whilst, in
the still ness of re flec tion and med i ta tion, we call to re mem brance the words
that these two suf fer ers on the cross in ter changed, we feel our selves pen e- 
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trated by such a sen ti ment of love and con fi dence in the Saviour, that we
can no longer Speak to him, but with tears… We feel that to dis trust Je sus,
or doubt his love and mercy for sin ners, is one of the great est crimes of
which man can be guilty.

But let us sup pose that the pen i tent thief, in stead of ad dress ing the cru ci- 
fied Je sus, and turn ing all the thoughts and af fec tions of his heart, to wards
the Saviour of the world, had turned his thoughts and hopes to wards Mary,
as the Ro man church ad vises all sin ners, and es pe cially dy ing sin ners to do
— sup pose the pen i tent thief in stead of say ing to Je sus “Re mem ber me
when thou comest into thy king dom,” had said what all the Popes, Bish ops
and Priests of Rome put into the mouths of sin ners:

Lord Je sus, I have been so wicked, that I do not de serve to speak to you, not to be heard by
you. But, be hold your mother! Her fe male heart must, nat u rally, be more feel ing and more
com pas sion ate than yours; she, then, will lis ten to me bet ter than you will; she will be more
eas ily touched with pity for my un for tu nate lot than you. Do not take it amiss, then, that I
should ad dress my self to her, in pref er ence to you, in or der to get help, in the mis eries that
op press me. I dare not speak to you my self, for you are the Holy of Holies, and I am a mis- 
er able sin ner. But I will speak to you, through your mother; she will de mand from you,
grace and mercy for me. A good son re fuses noth ing to his mother! You can not, then,
refuse her what she will ask of you for me; for she has an au thor ity over you, that you can- 
not dis own. The fa vor, which, then you would refuse to a crim i nal like me, will be eas ily
granted to her, to whom you can not refuse any thing.

You are come into the world, I know, armed with the in ex orable jus tice of your fa ther, to
pun ish the guilty. But whilst God the Fa ther has given to you the mis sion of jus tice and
chas tise ment, he has given to your mother, the mis sion of mercy and par don. I know that
with out Mary, I am lost; for it is she that is the gate of heaven, the refuge of sin ners… My
cho sen ad vo cate is your mother, I fear noth ing… for I know you can refuse her noth ing."

We ask all men, to whom God has given a spark of Chris tian in tel li gence,
would such lan guage, in the mouth of the thief, have been suit able? Would
it have pleased and hon ored the Holy Vir gin? In one word, would it have
ob tained from the Saviour this an swer: “To day shalt thou be with me in Par- 
adise?”

Ro man Catholics who read these lines, do you not un der stand that each
of these words, if they had been spo ken by the thief on the cross, would
have been blas phemy — an out rage on Je sus Christ, and an in sult to the
Holy Vir gin? But see, now, with out any ex ag ger a tion, the sen ti ments with
which your Ro man Church wishes to in spire you! …You know that these
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are the very words which she makes you learn by heart, that she makes you
read in all your books, and that she an nounces to you by her priests, in or der
that you should ad dress them to Je sus Christ!

Let us go on and sup pose that af ter this lan guage was ad dressed to Je sus
upon the cross, the thief, speak ing to the Holy Vir gin, had said to her:

Oh! Mary, “the refuge of sin ners, you are the only foun da tion of my hope, and my faith;
you are the gate of heaven, the con so la tion of the af flicted, the sal va tion of sin ners! It is
through you alone that all the graces and bless ings of heaven de scend upon the earth! it is
by you alone that all er rors, here sies, and sins are de stroyed in the world! Whilst your son
Je sus has for his mis sion, to cause the in ex orable jus tice of the Fa ther to reign in the world,
it is your part to ex e cute mercy… All those who put their con fi dence in you, and in voke the
all-pow er ful aid of your prayers, will be saved! The arms of your son are al ways raised to
pun ish and crush the sin ner; it is yours, I know, to pre vent his aveng ing arm from strik ing. I
see that your son is an gry with me; I feel that I have de served his wrath; be pleased then, O,
Mary, to ap pease him, and ask of him grace for me; for I am so guilty that he will not lis ten
to me if I speak to him! I put my sal va tion in your hands, I make my self your child, your
ser vant, your slave. Re gard me with com pas sion, since I de plore my sins. Cause him to re- 
mem ber you are his mother, and by that ti tle you have full au thor ity over him. O, Mary, my
hope and my refuge, I throw my self in your arms; save me!”

Once more, we ask of the brethren of the Ro man Church, would not each of
these words, in the mouth of the thief on the cross, have been blas phe mous
against Christ; would they not have been an in sult to the Holy Vir gin?

Would the hum ble Mary at the foot of Cal vary, have re ceived with plea- 
sure, these in sipid praises? Would she have felt her self hon ored by these
sac ri le gious prayers which the Ro man Catholics re peat ev ery day? No, a
thou sand times no! Never would the Holy Vir gin at the foot of Cal vary,
whilst the blood of the great vic tim was fall ing drop by drop from the cross,
have con sented to have heard her self called the sal va tion of the world, the
hope of sin ners, the gate of heaven; she would have re pelled with hor ror,
these words of blas phemy, she would have replied to the thief: —
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Ah! wretch, if near him who atones for the sins of the world, cov ered with his blood, a wit- 
ness of his pa tience, of his mild ness, and of his love even to his mur der ers, how can you
doubt his pity for you? If I am his mother ac cord ing to the flesh he is my God, he is my
Saviour as well as yours, by his grace. You do not know then, that it was to seek and to
save sin ners that he de scended from heaven; that it is for sin ners that his body is bro ken,
his head lac er ated by the thorns, his hands and his feet pierced by the nails, and that it is
from love for sin ners that his blood is flow ing, and that he will soon ex pire! He has spent
his life in call ing sin ners to him self. To the great est among them he said: ‘Come to me, and
you shall be con soled and par doned.’ His wish was to be with sin ners, he was called the
friend of sin ners. Do not fear then, to speak to him, for he is your most sin cere friend; see
the marks of mild ness and love which shine through the blood which cov ers his face. It is
he alone who is the sal va tion of the world, the refuge of sin ners, the gate of heaven. It is on
his name alone we must call in or der to be saved. Your want of faith in his mercy and love
for you, causes him more suf fer ing than the nails which pierce his hands and feet. In or der
to ob tain the grace and par don you need, ad dress your self to him, and to him alone, for he
only is your true friend, your brother, full of af fec tion, your fa ther, full of love, and your
mer ci ful Saviour. Speak to him, then, your self, and go hear from his mouth the sen tence of
par don which is al ready writ ten in his heart! But cease to in sult him, and to in sult me thus,
by think ing that I can love you more than he loves you, and that I can be more com pas sion- 
ate to wards you than he is him self!"

Let not our dear brethren who are still in the bonds of Romish su per sti tion,
be de ceived by the idea, that that which would have been un suit able and
blas phe mous in the mouth of the pen i tent thief, is al to gether suit able and
Chris tian, to day, when Je sus is in heaven. For our Lord, al though in heaven,
is as near to ev ery sin ner to hear and par don him, as he was to the thief on
the cross; his ear is no far ther dis tant from the mouth of the sin ner, who, to- 
day, asks grace from him, than it was from the cru ci fied thief; his heart is
not less kind and com pas sion ate, to day, than it was at the day of his death;
poor sin ners are not less dear to him, to day than then. And he has no more
need now than then to he, as it were, forced by his mother, to par don the
pen i tent sin ner.

The pen i tent thief had no need of an in ter ces sor to touch the heart of Je- 
sus… Al though the mother of the Saviour was there present, he had not
even a thought of ad dress ing her. He un der stood that Je sus was his friend,
his Saviour, and his God; and he did not de ceive him self… He put in Je sus
and in Je sus alone, all his hope, and he was not dis ap pointed. He spoke
boldly to Je sus, as one speaks to a friend, to a dear brother, and he did well;
for it was thus, as it, is still thus, that Je sus wishes that we should speak to
him.

And to as sert that Je sus has more need, to day, than he had then, to be
urged and roused or ap peased by his mother, in or der to hear from sin ners
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who re turn to him, would be a child ish ab sur dity, if not an aw ful blas phemy.
When God, in his great mercy, opens the eyes of a Ro man Catholic to

the er rors of his church, the first sen ti ment which he ex pe ri ences is one of
un speak able joy, for the fa vor which he has re ceived. But the sec ond thing,
which strikes his mind and heart, is a feel ing of as ton ish ment at the fa cil ity
and sort of sin cer ity, with which he had re ceived and be lieved, as in con- 
testable truths, er rors and su per sti tions the most pal pa ble and anti-chris tian.

Now the er ror which is dear est and most deep-rooted in the heart of the
Ro man Catholic is, that the short est and surest way to be heard by Je sus
Christ, and to draw upon us a look of his mercy, is, not to speak to him, di- 
rectly our selves, but to get some of the saints in heaven, that we be lieve are
most dear to his heart, to speak to him on our be half. In or der to sup port this
er ror, all the mod ern the olo gians of the church of Rome as sure us, that Je- 
sus, be ing the Holy of Holies, it is quite nat u ral that he should lis ten with
more plea sure to the voice of one of the elect in heaven, than to that of a
sin ner, such as we all are. The church of Rome then as sures us, that the
saints in heaven, whom I ad dress, will hear me with more plea sure, fa cil ity,
readi ness, mercy and love than Je sus Christ would do.

For if the church of Rome, re turn ing to the evan gel i cal truth, which she
has, so long for got ten, Should say to the sin ner:

There is no saint in heaven, who loves you so much as Je sus Christ; there is no ear so at ten- 
tive as his, to the voice of our re pen tance; there is not in heaven a mind or a heart, more
eas ily, or more mer ci fully touched with com pas sion for all our mis eries than the soul of Je- 
sus Christ; there is not a per son in heaven, who can have so much plea sure in hear ing him- 
self in voked, and in see ing him self ap proached by the pen i tent sin ner as Je sus; the peo ple
would put all their con fi dence in Je sus, and in Je sus alone, and would ad dress him as the
Gospel di rects.

In short, would it not be the height of folly, in any case to go to any but to
Je sus, to ob tain any fa vors? If the Church of Rome, in stead of los ing her- 
self, and wan der ing away into fool ish and vain tra di tions, would keep to the
word of God, she would say with St. Paul; "And I count all things but loss,
for the ex cel lency of the knowl edge of Christ Je sus, my Lord; for whom I
have suf fered the loss of all things. (Phil. 3:8) If, lay ing aside the de plorable
sophisms which form the ba sis of her wor ship of the saints, the Church of
Rome would hold the lan guage of Evan gel i cal Truth, her peo ple ev ery- 
where would know, that in Je sus and in Je sus alone, they have all the trea- 
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sures of mercy, of love, and of the power of God; their thoughts, their
hearts, and their hopes would turn to wards Je sus and Je sus alone; they
would know then that the power, the mercy and the com pas sion of Je sus,
are al ways ac tive, al ways ef fi ca cious, and above all, al ways at the ser vice of
the pen i tent sin ner. Her peo ple would know, at the same time, that these
trea sures of the mercy of the Saviour, who is both God and man, are mo- 
nop o lized by no body; that they are not the prop erty of any saints in par tic u- 
lar, but that they are the trea sures of ev ery sin ner who has lib erty to draw
there from alone, his re pen tance, love and faith.

“What so ever ye shall ask from my fa ther in my name,” said Je sus Christ
“shall be given you.” Af ter such a dec la ra tion from the very lips of the
Saviour, how can we be lieve that it is nec es sary for one to ad dress the
saints, in or der to pro pi ti ate him?

For, why should Je sus Christ, in heaven, be less ready to lis ten to me and
to pity me, than St. Pe ter, St. Paul, St. Mary or any other saint, to whom I
might wish to ad dress my self. Can the hu man ity of St. Pe ter, St. Paul or
St. Mary be more per fect than the hu man ity of Je sus Christ? Why should
this be? And where shall we find rea son for such a mon strous doc trine? To
as sert, as the Church of Rome does, that the saints be ing noth ing above us
by na ture, and hav ing been sin ners like us, know bet ter our mis eries, and
ought to sym pa thize with us, more than Je sus Christ, be cause he is in ca- 
pable of sin, is to deny the hu man ity as well as the di vin ity of the Saviour,
and to deny the gospel, which teaches us that Je sus has, not only known and
un der stood all our mis eries in fin itely bet ter than all the saints, but also paid
even to the last far thing the debt of our sins, and washed them away in his
blood.

How would Je sus have been able to bear our sins upon him self, how
could he have charged him self with our in iq ui ties and paid all that was due
to the jus tice of God, with out know ing them per fectly, with out com pre- 
hend ing their num ber, their na ture, and their ma lig nity? But above all, how
could the saviour of the world have un der taken to pay the debt of our in iq- 
ui ties, if these in iq ui ties had not ex cited in his mind, a de gree of sym pa thy,
of com pas sion, and of love of which all the saints to gether are in ca pable?

Once more, let us for get, for a mo ment that Je sus Christ is God; let us
sup pose that he is only a man, and let us fix our thoughts on this hu man per- 
son. We ask, can we find in the sa cred scrip tures a sin gle ex pres sionm
which would lead us to think, that, as a man Je sus is less kind, less pa tient,
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or less mer ci ful to wards us, than St. Pe ter, St Paul or St. Mary? And, more- 
over, in or der that I may ad dress my self to one saint in pref er ence to an- 
other, I must have rea son to be lieve, that this saint will be more fa vor able to
me than he to whom I have pre ferred him. To ad dress my self to St. Mary,
for ex am ple, in pref er ence, to Je sus, and to ask this woman, blessed among
all women, to speak for me to Je sus Christ, I must be lieve that she will hear
and an swer me, more surely and more quickly than he. For from the mo- 
ment, that I be lieve that Je sus will be more fa vor able to me, and more com- 
pas sion ate to my mis eries, than Mary or any other Saint, I would go to Je- 
sus. Noth ing more sim ple and more nat u ral, and for this very rea son, noth- 
ing more pow er ful than this ar gu ment. Well, plain good sense as well as the
gospel tells me, that if Je sus were only a man in heaven, he would be there,
as he was upon earth, the most com pas sion ate, the most lov ing, the most
char i ta ble, and the most in flu en tial of holy men. And con se quently, (al ways
sup pos ing that he is only a man) even then I would ad dress only him in my
prayers. It is in this man Je sus that I ought to put my great est con fi dence; it
is from this man Je sus that I should ex pect the promptest aid; it is to this
man Je sus that I ought to speak with most faith and plea sure.

And the most ig no rant, as well as the most learned of my brethren of the
Church of Rome, will be forced to con fess that I am act ing wisely. They
could not but con fess that those who put their trust in saints, less kind, less
in flu en tial, less mer ci ful than my saint pro tec tor and friend, Je sus, would, to
say the least of it be de fi cient in wis dom.

But would any one dare to say, that the holy hu man ity of Je sus has lost
any of its love, its mercy, its in flu ence, or its kind ness , to wards the sin ner,
by its per fect union with his di vin ity?

No! It is im pos si ble that any Ro man Catholic would dare, de signedly to
ut ter a word so wicked and sense less.

Well, it is, nev er the less, what all Ro man Catholics, un con sciously do
and say, each time they shrink from speak ing to Je sus Christ, un der the pre- 
text that he will not hear them, be cause of their sins, and when they ad dress
the saints whom they be lieve to be more ready to hear! If it is pos si ble that
a man in heaven loves us and hears us with plea sure, it is still more pos si ble
and more cer tain that the God man will lis ten to us with plea sure, and an- 
swer as in his in fi nite mercy.

It is then in con ceiv able folly, to leave the God man, to shrink from
speak ing to the God man and to dis trust the God man, in or der to ad dress a
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man, and to put all our hope in a mere man!
But this folly be comes an in ex cus able crime. an abom i na tion, an act of

idol a try, when this God man has de scended from heaven, to tell us him self,
that he is our friend, our brother, our Saviour, our ad vo cate, on all, our God
in fin itely good, in fin itely mer ci ful, and in fin itely kind.
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4. Fear ful Blas phemies of The
Church Of Rome in re gard to

The Holy Vir gin and Je sus
Christ.

First Blas phemy

“If the flesh of Mary was the flesh of Je sus, how can the mother be sep a rated from the son
in his king dom? Hence it fol lows that the re gal glory must not only be con sid ered as com- 
mon to the mother and the son, but even the same.” (Glo ries of Mary, chap. 1)

Sec ond Blas phemy

“The king dom of God con sist ing of jus tice and mercy, the Lord has di vided it; he has re- 
served the king dom of jus tice for him self, and he has granted the king dom of mercy to
Mary. And St. Thomas says, that the Holy Vir gin, when she con ceived the di vine Word in
her womb, and brought him forth, ob tained the half of the king dom of God, by be com ing
queen of mercy, Je sus Christ re main ing king of jus tice.” (Glo ries of Mary, chap. 1.)

Third Blas phimy.

“O Lord, thou hast given to thy son thy jus tice, be cause thou has given to the mother of the
king thy mercy.” (Glo ries of Mary chap. 1, p. 28.)

And this im pi ous idea, that the Holy Vir gin is more mer ci ful and more ten- 
der to wards sin ners than Je sus Christ, is re peated a thou sand times in this
book of the “Glo ries of Mary.”
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(This book was writ ten by an Ital ian Bishop, named Liguori, who has
been added to the num ber of the saints. It had also been ap proved of in the
bull of can on iza tion, and so by all the Popes and Bish ops of Rome — the
Eng lish trans la tion from which we quote has pre fixed the ap proval of Arch- 
bishop Hughes of New York, given shortly be fore his death.)

In the first of these ex tracts, we hear the Church of Rome as sure us that
the glory and the power of the Holy Vir gin are equal to the power and glory
of Je sus Christ. In the sec ond and third ex tracts, the Romish Church, sur- 
pass ing the first blas phemy, shows us Je sus Christ, stripped of his mercy by
God the Fa ther for the ben e fit of the Holy Vir gin. There only re main to Je- 
sus Christ, jus tice. pun ish ment, fire, hell! Mercy, which at first be longed to
him, has passed to his mother!

In truth, have the great in fi dels — Voltaire and the other lead ers of his
school, been more in sult ing to Je sus Christ and the Holy and most blessed
woman who be came his mother ac cord ing to the flesh?

Fourth Blas phemy.

"Aha suerus, when he saw Es ther be fore him, af fec tion ately in quired of her, what she had
come to ask of him! What is thy pe ti tion? Then the queen an swered, If I have found fa vor
in thy sight, oh king, give me my peo ple for which I re- quest. Aha suerus heard her, and
im me di ately or dered the sen tence to be re voked. Now, if Aha suerus granted to Es ther, be- 
cause he loved her, the sal va tion of the Jews, will not God gra ciously lis ten to Mary, in his
bound less love for her, when she prays to him for those poor sin ners who rec om mend
them selves to her? (Glo ries, chap. 1, page 30.)

If the Holy Vir gin could shed tears in heaven, would she not weep when
hear ing Je sus Christ com pared, in his love for us, to the wicked Aha suerus,
in his love for his wife? What grief and what con ster na tion, in heaven, if, as
the Romish Church says, the saints can see all that passes here be low! What
grief for the mother, and the dis ci ples of the Saviour, to see so many mil- 
lions of souls, de ceived by the Popes of Rome, tak ing away from Je sus his
crown of mercy and love, for the ben e fit of a crea ture!

Fifth Blas phemy.
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“If a mother knew that her two sons were deadly en e mies, and that one was plot ting against
the life of the other, what would she do but en deavor in ev ery way to pacify him? Thus,
Mary is the mother of Je sus and the mother of man; when she sees any one, by his sins, an
en emy of Je sus Christ, she can not en dure it, and makes ev ery ef fort to rec on cile them.”
(Glo ries of Mary chap. 1, page 71.)

Thus, this Saviour whom the gospel re veals to us, as good, mild, and com- 
pas sion ate to sin ners, so as even to shed his blood for them — this Saviour,
who loves his mur der ers, who par dons them, and prays his Fa ther for them,
say ing, “Fa ther for give them for they know not what they do; this Saviour
of whom John says;”Be hold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of
the world," the Romish Church rep re sents to us, as hat ing the sin ner with a
mor tal ha tred! Ac cord ing to the Popes, his rec on cil i a tion with his sin ful
brother, be comes pos si ble only be cause Mary in ter feres to rec on cile them!
It is not from love for us, poor sin ners, it is not from com pas sion, kind ness,
nor free grace that Je sus par dons us, and be comes rec on ciled to us; it is
from love and obe di ence to his mother! It is thus that the sub lime doc trine
of the mercy, and in fi nite love of God to fallen and sin ful man, is en tirely
trav es tied, less ened and pro fanely de stroyed by the Romish Church! And
she calls that hon or ing the Holy Vir gin! If it is thus that she loves to be hon- 
ored, she ought to feel her self highly hon ored by the Jews when spit ting in
the face of our Saviour!

Sixth Blas phemy.

“We read in the 2nd book of Kings, that the wise woman of The cua said to David: ‘My
Lord I had two sons, and for my mis for tune, one has killed the other; so that I have al ready
lost a child; jus tice would now take from me my other and only son, have pity on me a
poor mother, and do not let me be de prived of both my chil dren.’ Then David had com pas- 
sion on this mother, and lib er ated the crim i nal and re stored him to her. It ap pears that Mary
of fers the same pe ti tion when God is an gry with a sin ner, who has re course to her; Oh my
God, she says to him, I had two sons Je sus and man; man has killed my Je sus on the cross,
thy jus tice would now con demn man, my Lord, my Je sus is dead, have mercy on me, and if
I have lost one, do not com pel me to lose the other also. Ah, God, as suredly, does not con- 
demn those sin ners who have re course to Mary, and for whom she prays.” (Glo ries of Mary
chap. 1, page 73-74.)

These lines which we copy, ver ba tim, from the cel e brated Ro man Catholic
book, “the Glo ries of Mary,” prove that the Church of Rome wishes, not
only that the Holy Vir gin should be an in ter ces sor and ad vo cate be tween us
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and Je sus in heaven, but more over, that she should be an ad vo cate be tween
us and God the Fa ther — that which is the height of ab sur dity and impi ety.
With this doc trine, al to gether new, Je sus Christ is de throned from heaven,
he is there dead, the sin ner has killed him! He can no longer ei ther speak or
pray for oth ers; he is no more than a life less corpse; it is the Vir gin Mary
then who, see ing her son Je sus dead, and find ing that God the Fa ther is
about to slay the mur derer, seeks to dis arm him of his wrath. And, as one
may eas ily see if the Holy Vir gin de mands grace and par don from the Eter- 
nal Fa ther for the sin ner, the mur derer of his son Je sus — it is not in the
name, or for the love of Je sus, she does it; it is not in the name of the blood
which has flowed from Cal vary, that she seeks to avert the wrath of God the
Fa ther, it is on ac count of her own love; it is be cause of the grief, which she
ex pe ri enced in see ing both her sons dead.

With this mon strous doc trine, it is plain that the Gospel is a fa ble, Je sus
Christ is no longer any thing. The Vir gin Mary is all in all!!!

Lord, how long wilt thou per mit the en emy of thy Eter nal Son to de file
the earth, with her blas phemies and de ceive the peo ple re deemed by the
blood of Cal vary?

Sev enth Blas phemy.

“Justly then, does St Lawrence Jus tinian call her the hope of evil do ers, since she alone can
ob tain their par don from God.” (Glo ries of Mary page 83, chap. 2.)

Eighth Blas phemy.

“God did not de stroy man af ter his fall, be cause of the pe cu liar love that he bore his fu ture
child Mary. And there is no doubt, that all the mercy and par don which sin ners re ceived un- 
der the Old Laws were granted them by God, solely for the sake of this blessed Vir gin.”
(Glo ries of Mary chap. 2, page. 81.)

All the Prophets, all the Evan ge lists, all the Dis ci ples of Je sus Christ, with- 
out a sin gle ex cep tion and Je sus Christ him self, have as sured us that it was
only in the prospect, and for the love of a fu ture Saviour, that the bless ings
of an cient time have been given to man — God him self, speak ing to Abra- 
ham of the Saviour that should be born of him, as sured him, that in him all
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the na tions of the earth, should be blessed… We were be liev ing till now,
that the brazen ser pent raised in the wilder ness. the sight alone of which
healed the sick, who looked at it, was a fig ure of Je sus Christ and of the
par don granted to all those, who turn to wards him, their hopes, their af fec- 
tions, and their hearts… It was of this that Je sus him self as sured us in
St. John 3:14-19 — But be hold the Church of Rome gives the ex press and
pub lic lie to all these an ti quated opin ions of the Prophets, of the Apos tles,
and of Je sus Christ him self. Ac cord ing to the Popes and Bish ops of Rome,
there is no doubt that all the mercy and par don, ob tained un der the old law
have been granted solely for the sake of Mary!

Let us hope that the Lord will bring good out of evil, and that our
brethren in the Church of Rome, see ing what blas phemies this church
preaches, will with draw from it with hor ror, and re turn to Je sus the Son of
God; for “the Fa ther loves the Son, and has given all things into his hand;
he who be lieveth on the Son hath eter nal life.” (John 3:35-36.)

Ninth Blas phemy.

“St. Bonaven ture re marks that Je sus in his day, lamented and said, Be hold, thou art an gry
and we have sinned, there is none that riseth up and taketh hold of thee; be cause Mary was
not born into the world. But now, if God is of fended with any sin ner and Mary un der takes
to pro tect him, she re strains the Son from pun ish ing him, and saves him.” (Glo ries of Mary,
chap. 3, page 133.)

The Holy Spirit, in the epis tle to the Ro mans, as sures us that Je sus Christ is
“at the right hand of God, his Fa ther and makes in ter ces sion for us (Ro mans
8:34) In the epis tle to the He brews, the same spirit tells us of our
Saviour”He is able also to save them to the ut ter most, that come unto God
by him, see ing he ever liveth to make in ter ces sion for them. (He brews
7:25.)

In the first epis tle of St John chap. 2, the same Holy Spirit by the Apos- 
tle tells us; “I write unto you that you sin not. And if any man sin, we have
an ad vo cate with the Fa ther, Je sus Christ the right eous. And he is the pro pi- 
ti a tion for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world.” (1 John 2:5:1-2.)

The Evan ge list then as sures us, that Je sus Christ in heaven, is earnestly
in ter ced ing for sin ners; he is al ways en gaged in ask ing mercy and par don
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for us, as the price of the blood which he shed upon the cross — of the grief
which he en dured and the death which he suf fered… But the Church of
Rome does not be lieve on this Saviour, who is con stantly in ter ced ing for
poor sin ners. The new gospel of the Popes only tells us of a Saviour al ways
of fended, and in wrath against the sin ner. The Saviour which she of fers to
her peo ple, af ter hav ing put aside the mer ci ful Je sus of the gospel, has his
arms al ways raised to crush and pun ish the sin ner. And she as sures us that if
these aw ful arms have not crushed us un der the weight of his wrath, it is not
from the love and mercy of Je sus Christ, but from the love and mercy of the
Holy Vir gin that we es cape!! And these fright ful doc trines are called “the
Glo ries of Mary!” And those who are hor ri fied by these de testable doc trines
are called heretics!!!

Lord have pity on thy peo ple and save them from the hands of those,
who would lead them in the ways of er ror!

Tenth Blas phemy.

“It is re lated of Co ri alanus, that when he held Rome be sieged, all the prayers of his friends
and of the cit i zens could not in duce him to with draw his forces; but when his mother Ve- 
turia came to en treat him he could not re sist and im me di ately raised the siege. But the
prayers of Mary are as much more pow er ful with Je sus than the prayers of Ve turia with her
son as the love and grat i tude of Je sus to Mary ex ceed those of the son of Ve turia for his
mother.” (Glo ries of Mary chap. 6, page 208.)

Does not one feel his heart bro ken with grief and his soul struck with fright,
when he hears the Popes of Rome com pare Je sus Christ to the fe ro cious Co- 
ri alanus? That per fid i ous and wicked church de grades our Saviour, she cov- 
ers him with con tempt, she makes him in signif i cant, al ways armed with a
whip and rod, in or der to raise her new God dess, her mod ern Saviour, the
Vir gin, upon the al tar of the Son of God!

Brother of the Church of Rome, the dark ness which sur rounds you is
very dense if you do not see, by these com par isons of Je sus with Co ri- 
alanus, by that su pe ri or ity of love and mercy of a crea ture over those of the
Son of God, that they have put you out of the lim its of Chris tian ity, and that
they have car ried you on, even to the abyss of in fi delity and idol a try. And if
the blas phemies which you have first read, and which are copied from one
of the most ap proved books of your church, do not suf fice to show you that
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in the Church of Rome, Je sus Christ is noth ing, and the Holy Vir gin is all,
read even the Glo ries of Mary, chap. 9, page 293, and you will find the fol- 
low ing words,

“Where there is no wife, says the Holy Spirit, he mour neth that is in want.” “This wife is
cer tainly Mary, with out whom the sick man suf fers and mourns. So, in deed it is, since God
has or dained that all graces should be dis pensed by the prayers of Mary; where these are
want ing there is no hope of mercy, as our Lord sig ni fied to St. Brid get, say ing to her, ‘Un- 
less Mary in ter poses by her prayers there is no hope of mercy.’”

Brethren of the Church of Rome, if these words do not yet suf fice to show
you the per verse and wicked doc trines of your Church, read at page 298:

“what the sun does in a year, the moon does in a month. Hence our re lief is some times
more im me di ate when the name of Mary is in voked. than when we in voke the name of Je- 
sus,” (chap. 9 page 298.)

Let us com pare the words of Rome, with the word of God, and we will see
to what abyss the popes make the world ret ro grade. “Nei ther is there sal va- 
tion in any other; for there is none other name un der heaven, than that of Je- 
sus, given among men, whereby, we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12.)

If the Church of Rome tells the truth when she as sures us that of ten the
name of Mary ac com plishes wore for our sal va tion, than the name of Je sus,
then the Gospel lies, when it tells us that there is no other name than that of
Je sus, by which we can be saved… Be tween the doc trines of the Ro man
Church and the Gospel, as we see them, there is an un fath omable gulf —
there is the dif fer ence be tween dark ness and light, the dis tance be tween hell
and heaven — Rome is the night, the gospel is the day. Rome is er ror, the
gospel is truth; Rome is the spirit of er ror and ly ing; the gospel is the spirit
of God… See how Rome de ceives and se duces the peo ple who hear her,
when she tells them, “of ten the name of Mary ac com plishes more for our
sal va tion than the name of Je sus.” And the gospel en light ens and saves the
peo ple who lis ten to it when it says. “There is no other name than that of Je- 
sus by which we can be saved.”

Eleventh Blas phemy.



39

“It is re lated by brother Lee, that he once saw a red lad der, upon which Je sus Christ was
stand ing, and a white one, upon which stood his holy mother. He saw per sons at tempt ing to
as cend the red lad der; they as cended a few steps and then fell; they as cended again and
again fell. Then they were ex horted to as cend the white lad der, and on that he saw them
suc ceed, for the blessed Vir gin of fered them her hand, and they ar rived in that man ner safe
in par adise. St. Den nis the Carthu sian asks: who will ever be saved? Who will ever reign in
heaven? They are saved, and will cer tainly reign, he him self an swers, for whom this queen
of mercy of fers her prayers!” (Glo ries of Mary, chap. 8, page 279.)

Af ter read ing this his tory, which is per haps the most com plete com pen dium
of all the blas phe mous doc trines of Rome, upon the wor ship of the saints
and es pe cially of the Holy Vir gin, how is it pos si ble not to un der stand and
avow that the ten den cies of the Ro man Church are com pletely to de stroy
faith in Je sus Christ, to de grade the Saviour of the world and to prove him
in fe rior in love, in power, and in mercy to Mary?

In this de spi ca ble story, the Popes and Bish ops of Rome are show ing us
Je sus and the Holy Vir gin, each on the top of a lad der which reaches from
earth to heaven. Quite nat u rally, those who wish to go to heaven, run to the
lad der of Je sus to climb it. These men have, no doubt, heard of the love of
Je sus for sin ners; they know with out doubt, that this mer ci ful Saviour has
so loved them, that he has de liv ered him self up to the death in or der to have
them with him in heaven. Who knows even, if these good peo ple have not
learned some where that Je sus has said to sin ners, “Come to me: call on my
name, and you shall be saved… I am the light and the the life. I am the way
— I am the gate of heaven — no one can go to heaven, to my Fa ther, but by
me,” etc. etc. At tracted by all these things, and rest ing on the idea, that be- 
ing the Son of God and God him self, when he calls them to him, he will be
suf fi ciently good and strong to aid them to climb; they go then to the lad der
on the top of which is this Je sus who calls to all sin ners “come to me.”

But what is the dis ap point ment of these poor peo ple who, when they
have climbed to a cer tain height, feel them selves swoon ing, and so weak
that they run the risk of fall ing? Prob a bly it is then, they call to their aid,
this Je sus who is on the top of the lad der. But lo! He is deaf, and does not
hear them; they be seech him to stretch out his hand to them… but all is use- 
less, he sleeps prob a bly, for he does not pay any at ten tion to them. So, then
these, un for tu nate and ex hausted, fall to the ground all bruised. But they are
not dis cour aged, for they re ally wish to climb to heaven. Be hold them then
again climb ing; and it is al ways by the lad der, on the top of which is Je sus,
that they wish to go. See how they try to rise to the top and reach even to



40

the Saviour. But again be hold their strength fails; be hold them ex hausted,
quite over come. Ah! they had hoped that this Je sus, whom they be lieved so
good, so com pas sion ate, and so mer ci ful, would have as sisted them!

Yes! if this had been the true Je sus of the gospel, who had been there, on
the top of the lad der, he would cer tainly have as sisted them; he would have
held out his hands to them; he would have even de scended to meet them in
or der to as sist them to climb. For Je sus, the Saviour of the gospel, he runs
af ter his sheep, he puts it upon his shoul ders, he brings it to the fold. The Je- 
sus, the Saviour of the gospel, runs to meet his son who was lost — he
presses him to his bo som. But it was the Je sus of Rome, it was the Saviour,
fash ioned by the Popes and Bish ops of Rome, who was at the top of the lad- 
der. Well, this Saviour, this Je sus of the Romish Church, when he does not
sleep, turns a deaf ear to them; he ap pears not to see the deep mis ery of the
sin ner, or if he be holds it, it is to feel supreme dis gust; on see ing them, he
pre pares to chas tise them, he raises his arms to strike them, and put them
out of his sight; he is there, the Saviour af ter the man ner at Rome, on the
top of the lad der, by which these men wish to climb to heaven, a very lit tle
as sis tance on his part, would bring them up to him; but the Je sus, the
Saviour of the Church of the Popes, has hands too white and too pure to
touch, with the tip of his fin ger these wretches. He re spects him self too
much to no tice such rab ble; he sees them then, fall and be ing bruised at the
foot of the lad der with out car ing the least in the world.

Yes, once more, be hold him, the Saviour fash ioned by the Popes, such as
the Church of Rome her self paints him, in her fa mous book of the Glo ries
of Mary!

But af ter hav ing seen with what sov er eign con tempt the Church of Rome
rep re sents the Saviour of the world, let us see what mar velous power, what
love and what mercy are at trib uted to Mary.

“Then they were ex horted to as cend the white lad der, and on that he saw them suc ceed, for
the blessed Vir gin of fered them her hand, and they ar rived in that man ner safe in par adise.
Who will ever be saved? Who will ever reign in heaven? They are saved and will cer tainly
reign, for whom this queen of mercy of fers her prayers.” (Glo ries of Mary, page 279.)

These last words nei ther need ex pla na tion nor com ment.
Ev ery Ro man Catholic whose heart is true and hon est will eas ily see that

in his church, the Saviour whom they preach to him, can not be the Saviour
of the gospel; he will see that as much as the Saviour of the Popes is a nul- 
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lity, a Saviour with out char ity, with out any care for sin ners, so much the
more the Vir gin is ex alted by her power, her com pas sion and her de vot ed- 
ness to the sal va tion of sin ners; he will see, in short, that Je sus Christ, is in- 
sulted, un rec og nized and de throned, in the Church of Rome, for the ben e fit
of the Vir gin. And by the grace of God, our brethren of the Church of Rome
will un der stand that this church is as much the en emy of the Holy Vir gin as
of Je sus.

But it would be nec es sary to write many vol umes, if we would re pub lish
all the blas phemies, of fered by the Church of Rome, in her wor ship of the
saints, and es pe cially in the hon ors which she ren ders the Holy Vir gin…

We think we have writ ten enough, with the grace of God, to open the
eyes of our brethren of the Ro man church, to the de plorable er rors, which
form the prin ci pal ba sis of the pub lic wor ship in their Church.

May the Lord, in his in fi nite good ness and mercy, give to each of our
dear brethren and friends, who are yet un der the yoke of Ro man in fi delity,
the same grace which he has given us, and lead them to the feet of Je sus
Christ as their only hope — their only sal va tion and their only Saviour.
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present you fault less be fore the
pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and
majesty, do min ion and power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)

Ba sic Bib li cal Chris tian ity |
Books to Down load

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/103-gerberding-new-testament-conversions/
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The Small Cat e chism of Mar tin Luther
The es sen tials of faith have re mained the same for 2000 years. They

are sum ma rized in (1) The Ten Com mand ments, (2) The Lord’s
Prayer, and (3) The Apos tles’ Creed. Fa mil iar ity with each of fers great
pro tec tion against fads and false hoods.
The Way Made Plain by Si mon Pe ter Long

A se ries of lec tures by the beloved Twen ti eth Cen tury Amer i can
pas tor on the ba sis of faith.
Bible Teach ings by Joseph Stump

A primer on the faith in tended for new be liev ers. Rich in Scrip ture.
Chris tian ba sics ex plained from Scrip ture in clear and jar gon-free lan- 
guage. Many ex cel lent Bible stud ies can be made from this book.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

Es sen tial The ol ogy | Books to
Down load

The Augs burg Con fes sion: An In tro duc tion To Its Study And An Ex po- 
si tion Of Its Con tents by Matthias Loy

“Sin cere be liev ers of the truth re vealed in Christ for man’s sal va tion
have no rea son to be ashamed of Luther, whom God sent to bring
again to His peo ple the pre cious truth in Je sus and whose heroic con- 
tention for the faith once de liv ered o the saints led to the es tab lish ment
of the Church of the Augs burg Con fes sion, now gen er ally called the
Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church.”
The Doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by Matthias Loy

“Hu man rea son and in cli na tion are al ways in their nat u ral state
averse to the doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by faith. Hence it is no won der
that earth and hell com bine in per sis tent ef forts to ban ish it from the
Church and from the world.”

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/583-jacobs-luthers-small-catechism
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/190-long-the-way-made-plain/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/709-stump-bible-teachings/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/484-loy-augsburg-confession-introduction-exposition/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/171-loy-doctrine-of-justification/
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The Con fes sional Prin ci ple by Theodore Schmauk
Theodore Schmauk’s ex plo ration and de fense of the Chris tian faith

con sists of five parts: His tor i cal In tro duc tion; Part 1: Are Con fes sions
Nec es sary?; Part 2: Con fes sions in the Church; Part 3: Lutheran Con- 
fes sions; and Part 4: The Church in Amer ica.
Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith by Henry Eyster Ja cobs

A Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith has been ap pre ci ated by Chris- 
tians since its orig i nal pub li ca tion for its easy to use ques tion and an- 
swer for mat, its clear or ga ni za tion, and its cov er age of all the es sen- 
tials of the Chris tian faith. Two es says on elec tion and pre des ti na tion
are in cluded, in clud ing Luther’s “Spec u la tions Con cern ing Pre des ti na- 
tion”.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

De vo tional Clas sics | Books to
Down load

Ser mons on the Gospels by Matthias Loy. and Ser mons on the Epis tles
by Matthias Loy_

“When you feel your bur den of sin weigh ing heav ily upon you,
only go to Him… Only those who will not ac knowl edge their sin and
feel no need of a Sav ior — only these are re jected. And these are not
re jected be cause the Lord has no pity on them and no de sire to de liver
them from their wretched ness, but only be cause they will not come to
Him that they might have life. They re ject Him, and there fore stand re- 
jected. But those who come to Him, poor and needy and help less, but
trust ing in His mercy, He will re ceive, to com fort and to save.”
The Great Gospel by Si mon Pe ter Long and The Eter nal Epis tle by Si- 
mon Pe ter Long

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/104-schmauk-confessional-principle/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/109-jacobs-summary-christian-faith/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
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“I want you to un der stand that I have never preached opin ions from
this pul pit; it is not a ques tion of opin ion; I have ab so lutely no right to
stand here and give you my opin ion, for it is not worth any more than
yours; we do not come to church to get opin ions; I claim that I can
back up ev ery ser mon I have preached, with the Word of God, and it is
not my opin ion nor yours, it is the eter nal Word of God, and you will
find it so on the Judg ment day. I have noth ing to take back, and I never
will; God does not want me to.”
True Chris tian ity by John Arndt
The Ser mons of Theophilus Stork: A De vo tional Trea sure

“There are many of us who be lieve; we are con vinced; but our souls
do not take fire at con tact with the truth. Happy he who not only be- 
lieves, but be lieves with fire… This en ergy of be lief, this ar dor of con- 
vic tion, made the com mon places of the Gospel, the old, old story,
seem in his [Stork’s] ut ter ance some thing fresh and ir re sistibly at trac- 
tive. Men lis tened to old truths from his lips as though they were a new
rev e la tion. They were new, for they came out of a heart that new
coined them and stamped its own im press of vi tal ity upon them as they
passed through its ex pe ri ence…” – From the In tro duc tion

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/502-stork-sermons/
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