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About The Lutheran Li brary

The Lutheran Li brary is a non-profit pub lisher of good Chris tian
books. All are avail able in a va ri ety of for mats for use by any one for
free or at very lit tle cost. There are never any li cens ing fees.

We are Bible be liev ing Chris tians who sub scribe whole heart edly
to the Augs burg Con fes sion as an ac cu rate sum mary of Scrip ture,
the chief ar ti cle of which is Jus ti fi ca tion by Faith. Our pur pose is to
make avail able solid and en cour ag ing ma te rial to strengthen be liev- 
ers in Christ.

Prayers are re quested for the next gen er a tion, that the Lord will
plant in them a love of the truth, such that the hard-learned lessons
of the past will not be for got ten.
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Please let oth ers know of these books and this com pletely vol un- 
teer en deavor. May God bless you and keep you, help you, de fend
you, and lead you to know the depths of His kind ness and love.
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To the cause of In ner Mis sions,
which is one of the crown ing glo ries

of our Church in other lands,
and one of her com ing glo ries in this land
where she only awaits the proper leader,

this book is hope fully ded i cated by

The Au thor.
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To live, to love, to la bor.

– WILLIAM PAS SA VANT
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Pref ace by Lutheran Li brar ian

In re pub lish ing this book, we seek to in tro duce this au thor to a new gen- 
er a tion of those seek ing au then tic spir i tu al ity.

 

The Lutheran Li brary Pub lish ing Min istry finds, re stores and re pub lishes
good, read able books from Lutheran au thors and those of other sound
Chris tian tra di tions. All ti tles are avail able at lit tle to no cost in proof read
and freshly type set edi tions. Many free e-books are avail able at our web site
Luther an Li brary.org. Please en joy this book and let oth ers know about this
com pletely vol un teer ser vice to God’s peo ple. May the Lord bless you and
bring you peace.

 

A Note about Ty pos [Ty po graph i cal Er rors]:

Over time we are re vis ing the books to make them bet ter and bet ter. If
you would like to send the er rors you come across to us, we’ll make sure
they are cor rected.
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In tro duc tion

THE LIFE OF DR. PAS SA VANT should have been given to the
Church at least a decade ago. All good bi og ra phy is his tory in the con crete.
In the lives of God’s em i nent chil dren we have most use ful and de light ful
in for ma tion for the mind, in spi ra tion for the spirit, braces for our faith,
stim uli for our hope and most ef fec tive in cen tives for our love. Such lives
are lived for oth ers. They are not over when those who lived them are gone,
but be ing dead they yet speak. The sto ries of these saints are writ ten for our
in spi ra tion, for our warn ing and for our com fort. If pos ter ity is to have the
ben e fit of such lives, their story must be writ ten. It ought to be writ ten
while the mem ory of the he roes is still fresh and the heart still warm to- 
wards them. Few lives have been so em i nently beau ti ful and at trac tive, so
use ful to oth ers, so many-sided, so help ful to the Church and so sig nally
owned of God as the life of Dr. Pas sa vant.

The Rev. William A. Pas sa vant, ju nior, the gifted and grate ful son, had
fully in tended to write the story of that won der ful life. He had made con sid- 
er able prepa ra tion. He was se lect ing and ar rang ing the thou sands of let ters
in hand when death came and stopped it all be fore he had writ ten a page.

About five years ago the Au thor of this book was of fi cially re quested by
the Pas sa vant fam ily and by the In sti tu tion of Protes tant Dea conesses to un- 
der take the work. On ac count of pres sure of work in and for the Chicago
Sem i nary he hes i tated and at last af ter much urg ing re luc tantly un der took
the task. The Pas sa vants put the ac cu mu lated let ters of a life time and files
of pa pers edited by the Doc tor to gether with frag men tary jour nals and other
doc u ments at his dis posal. As Dr. Pas sa vant had pre served all his let ters,
there was a very for mi da ble mass of them. Det mar L. Pas sa vant was spe- 
cially help ful in gath er ing and chronol o giz ing this vast cor re spon dence.

The au thor’s dif fi culty was not in any lack of ma te rial, but in the se lect- 
ing of what was most needed for his pur pose.
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Dr. Pas sa vant was an ed i tor for fifty years. He wrote on al most ev ery
con ceiv able sub ject. "What wealth of wis dom was here! What a tempt ing
mass of ma te rial! Vol umes of in ter est ing, in struc tive and in spir ing read ing
mat ter might be culled from what was be fore us. At ev ery point the writer
had to re strain him self. Again and again he cut out what had al ready gone
into the man u script. He tried to se lect and re tain only what seemed nec es- 
sary to the un der stand ing of the man and his work. What was needed to
throw light on his char ac ter, his spirit, his in ner life, his mo tives, his aims
and achieve ments was re tained. The man and the life were found a most ab- 
sorb ing study. Four sum mer va ca tions were spent on the man u script, be fore
it went to the pub lisher.

We present to our read ers not merely our story of that Life. We of fer the
“Life and Let ters,” in clud ing un der let ters any thing that he wrote. We have
tried to make it an Au to bi og ra phy rather than a Bi og ra phy. As far as pos si- 
ble, we have made the Doc tor tell his own story.

Dr. Pas sa vant’s Life cov ers a most im por tant pe riod of Amer i can
Lutheran Church His tory. It was a for ma tive pe riod. He threw his whole
great soul into the life and de vel op ment of that part of his church which
God, in His Prov i dence, had planted first on our shores. That for ma tive pe- 
riod was of ne ces sity a pe riod of search ing, sound ing and sift ing. The old
Church found her self in a new en vi ron ment. In how far could she adapt her- 
self to the new sur round ings, with out giv ing up her dis tinc tive char ac ter and
life? How could she be come a proper child of her new moth er land and do
her part in the mak ing and con serv ing of her new home? How could she be- 
come thor oughly Amer i can and yet re main thor oughly Lutheran? Should
she throw aside all her tra di tions, all her hal lowed as so ci a tions, re pu di ate
her dis tinc tive faith and life and be con tent to be rec og nized as one of the
many Amer i can de nom i na tions, af fil i ate with them on grounds of equal ity
and grad u ally lose her iden tity? These were the ques tions that had to be set- 
tled. Able and ag gres sive men took op pos ing sides. Con tro versy was in- 
evitable. Dr. Pas sa vant took his full share in the con tro versy. His life could
not be writ ten with out go ing over some of these old con tro ver sies. The
writer, be ing a friend and ad vo cate of Lutheran Union on a proper ba sis,
and not a par ti san of any par tic u lar branch or or ga ni za tion in the church, be- 
ing by na ture a friend of peace rather than of polemics, re grets the ne ces sity
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of the con tro ver sial state ments and ref er ences. Facts, nec es sary to the un- 
der stand ing of our church, ought how ever to of fend no one.

The pages of the book will show to how many kind friends the Au thor is
in debted for help ful ma te rial, as sis tance and ad vice. He is un der spe cial
obli ga tion to Mr. D. L. Pas sa vant for his coun sel in se lec tion of mat ter, to
the Rev. Wm. J. Finck for as sis tance in read ing the proof, and to the Rev. J.
R. E. Hunt for pre par ing the In dex.

We send forth this book with the prayer that it may move young men to
con se crate them selves upon the Al tar of Christ, even as our sainted hero
did, and then go forth and serve God and hu man ity even as he served.

Cot tage Rest,

Grand Junc tion, Mich. Au gust, 1905.
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1. The Pas sa vant Fam ily

When we study the life and achieve ments of one of God’s em i nent
men, we al ways are in ter ested in his an tecedents and lin eage. This is
es pe cially true of one of whom it has been well said: ‘Of such men,
God gives us only one in a cen tury.’

IN THE AN CIENT DUKE DOM of Bur gundy of France lies the old city
of Luxeuil or Luxon. The orig i nal Bur gun di ans were Ger mans, who from
the banks of the Oder and the Vis tula had ex tended them selves to the Rhine
and Neckar and in the year 406 had pen e trated into Ro man Gaul. In af ter
ages, the do mains of Bur gundy, were in cor po rated with France.

About fif teen or twenty miles from Luxeuil lies the lonely lit tle town,
“La Cote Pas sa vant,” over looked by the an cient cas tle, “Burg Pas sa vant.”1

Only the ru ins of the an cient fast ness re main. Con spic u ous among them
stands the old round tower about sixty feet high built of mas sive hewn
stone. This Burg was the seat of the Seigneurs de Pas sa vant, a line out of
the an cient gen er a tion of the De la Haya which ap pears as early as the tenth
cen tury. The old est ac count of this fam ily which we have is found in
Anselm’s Gen eral His tory and Chronol ogy of France (Paris 1712). The De
la Haya fam ily di vided into six lines of which La Haya Pas sa vant is the
fourth. This is the old est and best known of the Pas sa vant fam i lies in
French his tory.
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◊ Bessen heim, near Zelieno ple, PA

Jo hann David Pas sa vant von Passen burg, the em i nent French art critic
and con nois seur, has gath ered a chrono log i cal reg is ter of this line reach ing
from 1200 A. D. to 1679. The reg is ter was im proved and en larged by in- 
spec tor Jo hann David Pas sa vant.2

In this re mark able reg is ter, we meet the names of men and women who
were em i nent in church and state, in lit er a ture and sci ence, in brav ery and
benev o lence. Among oth ers, one Jean de Pas sa vant is men tioned by Kurt
Spren gel in “Ver such einer prag ma tis chen Geschichte der Heilkunde,” as
Dean of the Med i cal Fac ulty of Halle about 1295.

Ja copo Pas sa vant who lived in Flo rence be came a very learned man, an
or ga nizer and Prior of a num ber of Clois ters and Bishop of Monte Cassino.
A re lief fig ure may still be seen in the Monastery of St. Mary’s in Flo rence
where he is buried. Among other learned works, he wrote a de vo tional
book, “Lo Spee chio della vera Pen iten zia,” “The Mir ror of true Re pen- 
tance,” which ranks with Thomas a Kem pis’, “Im i ta tion of Christ.” A zeal- 
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ous cham pion of Ro man ism, Louis de Pas sa vant, in 1528, wrote a book
against Jo hann Agri cola which Luther no ticed and called “a cun ning,
wicked and poi sonous book.”

It seems that most of the other Pas sa vants felt them selves drawn to wards
the new teach ing em a nat ing from “Wit ten berg. At any rate, we find that in
the per se cu tions of the French Protes tants pre ced ing and fol low ing the re- 
vo ca tion of the Edict of Nantes in 1598, a num ber of the refugees left Bur- 
gundy and be came ex iles for their faith. In an old chron i cle of the refugees,
We read:”Among these refugees from East ern France, the Pas sa vant fam ily
was prom i nent. In 1595, Nicholas Pas sa vant came to Basel with his wife
and one child, from Luxeuil in the Vos ges. He soon iden ti fied him self with
the silk in dus try and lace-mak ing." This Nicholas Pas sa vant seems to have
been a grand son of the pre ced ing Louis Pas sa vant, the ar dent Catholic. Of
the Pas sa vants who came to Basel from Luxeuil, it is writ ten that they were
scrupu lously care ful to have their chil dren marry only into fam i lies of no ble
an ces try and high stand ing. How jeal ous they were of the Protes tant faith is
showTi by the fol low ing in ci dent: The Pas sa vants that re mained in France
and in the Catholic faith saw that their name was in dan ger of be com ing ex- 
tinct. To pre vent this, they wrote to Frank furt and begged to have two Pas- 
sa vant youths sent over to be trained in the an cient tra di tions and faith and
to prop a gate the Pas sa vant name. This re quest was never an swered, but was
burned lest it might be come a temp ta tion to some young man.

From Basel, the fam ily spread into many dis tant re gions. De scen dants of
Nicholas found their way to Lon don, to Mo rocco in Africa, and to Tran que- 
bar in In dia. Jo hann Ul rich vis ited the four con ti nents; an other be came a
mis sion ary in Suri nam. Fanny Pas sa vant gave her self, her means and her
life, to the care of the sick and poor.

Rudolph Emanuel, grand son of Nicholas Pas sa vant of Basel set tled in
Frank furt, be came a rich mer chant a,nd a pil lar in the Re formed Church. He
was the pro gen i tor of the Frank furt line and died in 1718. His son Rudolph
fol lowed in his steps. A valu able coin worth six teen ducats was made by the
City of Frank furt in honor of his golden wed ding in 1759. His son, Jo- 
hannes, in the same year had the or der of no bil ity con ferred on him by the
Em peror Fran cis I. Through his son, Pe ter Fred er ick, his grand son Chris tian
and the lat ter’s son, Philip Theodore, the line was kept up.
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A step-brother of Rudolph, the son of Rudolph Emanuel, named Ja cob,
was the head of an other line. He was very suc cess ful as a mer chant, be came
wealthy, and was the fa ther of twelve chil dren by his wife IMar garet, nee
Ziegler, with whom and his de scen dants he cel e brated his golden wed ding
in 1758. For this oc ca sion the City also had made a suit able gold coin. Jo- 
hann Lud wig, the son of Ja cob, mar ried the beau ti ful and high-born Maria
Koch.

Of their five sons, we are es pe cially in ter ested in Ja cob who car ried for- 
ward his fa ther’s large busi ness and in 1744 mar ried Su sanna Fred er icke
Philip pine Schue bler of Mannheim. His brother Lud wig, then a stu dent of
the ol ogy, was an in ti mate friend of the poet Goethe and had him write a
poem in honor of Ja cob’s mar riage, en ti tled “Dem Pas sa vant und Schue b- 
lerischen Braut paare die Geschwis ter des Braeutigams.”3

Philip Lud wig, the el dest son of Ja cob was born in 1777, was brought up
in his fa ther’s busi ness and also be came a suc cess ful mer chant. He was at- 
tracted by the beau ti ful, ac com plished and ami able Zelia Basse, born
Nov. 20, 1786.4

Her fa ther, Det mar Basse, an only son, was a man of wealth and good
taste. He had held sev eral po si tions of trust in his own coun try. Dur ing the
Napoleonic wars, he had been sent as an am bas sador from Frank furt to
Paris where he re mained for ten years and where his wife died in 1800. In
the year 1802, pos si bly drawn by a de sire for ad ven ture, he came to Amer- 
ica. Ex plor ing the land west of Pitts burgh he was at tracted by the beau ti ful
and fer tile Con no que ness ing Val ley. Here he pur chased 10,000 acres from
the gov ern ment, in But ler and Beaver Coun ties: and on the pleas antly-lo- 
cated south side of the stream, on an el e vated plateau of wide ex tent., this
cul tured and schol arly Ger man de ter mined to found a town and a Bassen- 
heim. To the prospec tive town he gave the name of Zelieno ple in honor of
his daugh ter Zelia. The place is in deed beau ti ful for sit u a tion. To the north- 
ward the wide Con no que ness ing ex tends its course around wooded hills
whose grace fully arch ing sum mits are a pleas ant con trast to the level val- 
leys.

In 1806 Mr. Basse re turned to Ger many, On his ar rival there Philip Pas- 
sa vant asked him for the hand of his daugh ter Zelia. The fa ther was at first
averse to the union but af ter wards con sented, on con di tion that the young
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cou ple go back with him to Amer ica and per ma nently re side on the Bassen- 
heim es tate at Zelieno ple. To this they con sented and in 1807 they ac com- 
pa nied the fa ther to their new wilder ness home. They sailed from Am s ter- 
dam on the Fred er ick Au gus tus and landed in Phil a del phia, Sep tem ber fif- 
teenth, one thou sand eight hun dred and seven.

Here fa ther Basse had built a large three story frame house and chris- 
tened it the “Bassen heim.” It was built in im i ta tion of a Ger man cas tle, the
main por tion be ing three sto ries high. There were two porches in front, one
above the other, with two bow win dows. The front door was reached by a
long flight of steps. The house had two wings, each two sto ries high. The
roof of the main part was flat and sur rounded by a rail ing. There were many
out-build ings of var i ous and cu ri ous shapes. The whole villa ly ing half hid
by the large trees made a strange and ro man tic im pres sion. Mr. Basse had
laid out a road from Bassen heim through the woods to the vil lage. This an- 
tique and in ter est ing house, a land mark for the re gions round about, was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1842.

As Mr. Basse had a knowl edge of the use of sim ple drugs, he of ten pre- 
scribed for the ail ments of his neigh bors and was fa mil iarly called
Dr. Basse. As he built and op er ated the first grist and saw mill, he was also
called Dr. Miller. He brought the first merino sheep to West ern Penn syl va- 
nia. Peo ple came from the east ern states to pur chase them at enor mous
prices. Mr. Basse also built and op er ated the first fur nace in these parts,
called the Bassen heim fur nace, in which pig iron was man u fac tured and
pots, ket tles and flatirons were cast.

Mr. Basse was noted for his fine ap pear ance and at trac tive man ners. He
fi nally re turned to Ger many in 1818 and died June 19th, 1836, in
Mannheim where he was also buried. Could the story of his life in Amer ica
be writ ten, it doubt less would be ro man tic and in ter est ing.

We re turn now to Philip Louis (Lud wig) Pas sa vant. Mr. Basse had con- 
sented to let him have his daugh ter Zelia on con di tion that the young cou ple
would re turn with him to Amer ica and oc cupy and man age the Bassen heim
es tate.

Af ter a hard and tem pes tu ous voy age of nearly four months, they ar rived
in Burling ton, New Jer sey, where they were hos pitably en ter tained in the
fam ily of a Mr. Wal lace. Here a warm friend ship sprang up be tween the
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young Mrs. Pas sa vant and Miss Eliza Wal lace. In a let ter to Miss Wal lace of
Jan. 8, 1808, Mrs. Pas sa vant de scribes the hard ships of the five weeks over- 
land jour ney by wagon from Burling ton to Zelieno ple; also her im pres sions
of the lonely set tle ment, the un fin ished build ings of Bassen heim, the prim i- 
tive mode of liv ing — so de void of the com forts and lux u ries to which she
had been ac cus tomed all her life. On the first morn ing af ter their ar rival,
they found their bed cov ered with snow. She had been ac cus tomed to have
all the ser vants she needed. Here she had to bake her own bread and make
her own clothes. In her lone li ness, and iso la tion from kin dred spir its, he
shed many bit ter tears in se cret. Be fore her brave hus band she kept up a
cheer ful ap pear ance and en cour aged him in his pi o neer work of fin ish ing
the house and mill and other build ings. To Miss Wal lace, Mrs. Pas sa vant
also writes feel ingly of her lone li ness on ac count of the lack of the kind of
so ci ety in which she had al ways moved. Her con fi den tial and lov ing cor re- 
spon dence with Eliza Wal lace was kept up for ten years. It gives a deep in- 
sight into the heart, char ac ter and life of this no ble and gifted woman. It
shows her de vo tion and help ful ness to her manly, en er getic, thrifty and pi- 
ous hus band. It brings out her lov ing care and scrupu lous train ing of her
chil dren and her whole some in flu ence over all with whom she came in con- 
tact. In the midst of her cares and pri va tions, she kept her self well in formed
and took a deep in ter est in the stir ring events in her Fa ther land.

For a time she kept a weekly jour nal con cern ing the con duct and be hav- 
ior of her chil dren. This it seems she would read to the chil dren on Sun days.
It is full of the most moth erly so lic i tude for the de vel op ing char ac ter and
ten den cies of each child. Most earnestly and af fec tion ately does she warn,
coun sel, ad mon ish, en treat and en cour age her dear chil dren. She speaks of
their for get ful ness, thought less ness, un kind ness to ward each other and oc- 
ca sional dis obe di ence to her self. She re minds them of their ad van tages, of
her pains and pri va tions in their be half and of her heart’s de sire that they
might learn early to curb the evil propen si ties, to cul ti vate the good and to
grow up into such men and women as she would have them. She speaks of
her read ing to them from the New Tes ta ment and of teach ing them the
hymns which she loved, and re gret ted their lack of in ter est in these things.
She was a true mother in Is rael, a fol lower of Han nah and Eliz a beth and
Mary and Eu nice. No won der that her praise was in the gates and that all
her chil dren rose up af ter wards and called her blessed.
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Philip Louis Pas sa vant was for years the most in flu en tial cit i zen of
Zelieno ple. He was the first mer chant in the place. Bring ing some goods
with him in 1807, he built a store and con tin ued it un til 1848 when he sold
it to his son C. S. Pas sa vant whose son un til a few years since con tin ued the
Pas sa vant store. Philip Pas sa vant gave the land for the Ger man Evan gel i cal
Lutheran Church, called the Stone Church, which was the first church built
in Zelieno ple and which is still used by the con gre ga tion. It was built in
1826. Be fore this the con gre ga tion which was or ga nized in 1821, had met
in the town hall or school house. Mr. Pas sa vant gave the stone and fur- 
nished much of the la bor. He was one of the first trustees and con tin ued all
his life one of the most ac tive work ers and the most lib eral sup porter. The
Rev. Mr. Schweitzer barth was the first pas tor and re mained for thirty years.
Mr. Pas sa vant acted as agent for the dis posal of the land of the Basse es tate.
He bought for him self the tract on which the town now stands. He died in
Zelieno ple in 1853 and was buried in the church yard which he had pre- 
sented to the Lutheran Church. He and his good wife are held in grate ful re- 
mem brance for their sim ple and un af fected piety, their kind ness and char ity
to the poor, and their con stant ef forts for the cul ture and im prove ment of the
com mu nity. The Rev. Dr. Pas sa vant, the sub ject of this bi og ra phy, al ways
main tained that the di vine fa vors vouch safed to him were largely due to the
bless ing of God for the piety and good ness of his par ents which God re- 
mem bers and covenants to chil dren and to chil dren’s chil dren.

1. There are at least three other Pas sa vant cas tles in France, viz. a lit tle
town and fortress in An gou nine miles from Mon treuil Bel lay; a sec- 
ond in the prov ince of Cham pagne, six miles south of Cler mont, and a
third in the can ton De Beaune, eigh teen miles north west of Mont Be- 
liard. It has not been def i nitely as cer tained whether the Pas sa vants of
these dif fer ent cas tles all came from the same fam ily. The line of the
Pas sa vants with whom we are con cerned can, how ever, be traced to the
an ces tral seat in Luxeuil in Bur gundy.↩ 

2. See pages nine to eleven “Jo hann David Pas sa vant,” Ein Lebens bild
von Dr. Adolph Cornill, Frank furt am Main, Verein fuer Geschichte
und Al terthum skunde, 1864.↩ 
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3. See the poem in “Jo hann David Pas sa vant,” Ein Lebens bild, from
Dr. Adolph Cornill, pp. 26 and 27. The poem was not fin ished in time
for the wed ding, but was pre sented af ter mar riage and read at the
golden wed ding in 1824, to gether with the con grat u la tions of
Goethe.↩ 

4. Her bap tismal name was Fred erice Wil helmina. It was changed to
Zelia on ac count of a lit tle story which she wrote when a child, in
which the prin ci pal char ac ter was named Zelia. Her par ents were so
much pleased that they be gan to call her Zelia and con tin ued it.↩ 
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2. The Child hood Of William A.
Pas sa vant – His Mother’s In flu- 

ence

OCT. 9, 1821, William Al fred Pas sa vant was born, in the Bassen- 
heim home. He was the third son born in the house. The old est, Det mar
Philip, was born in 1813, and the sec ond, Sid ney, in 1816.

Of William’s boy hood we know lit tle. That he was lively, from the be- 
gin ning is ev i dent from the scrap of a let ter writ ten by his mother to her old- 
est son Det mar, in June, 1824:

Lit tle William of whom you beg me to tell you is mak ing such a
noise about me that it is hard to write a sen si ble word. He has brought
the tin wa ter ing-pot up stairs on which he is strik ing with a stick to
im i tate the sound of his fa vorite in stru ment, the drum. He has been
grat i fied with two pro mo tions since you left. The first is a seat at ta- 
ble in the din ing room: the sec ond, to wear pan taloons on a Sun day.
When he is dressed in them, and walks about with his broad-brimmed
straw hat, lined with green, he looks too sweet, and, I be lieve thinks
him self a com plete gen tle man. At ta ble, he be haves like wise much
bet ter than I ex pected and his dear lit tle prat tle am ply com pen sates
for the un avoid able trou ble he gives. In deed, when no body teases
him, he is one of the best as he is at all times one of the most en gag- 
ing of chil dren. How cruel, how sin ful, would it be to spoil his tem per
by con stant and un nec es sary ir ri ta tion, and yet do I know per sons
who pre tend to love him and can not be de terred from fol low ing this
in ju di cious line of con duct when ever they have an op por tu nity.

A month later she wrote:



24

Dear lit tle Will is still the best of boys when he is alone with me.
His prat tle is so af fec tion ate and en gag ing that it is im pos si ble not to
be de lighted with him, but where he be lieves him self less con- 
strained, he shows a very pas sion ate and im pe ri ous dis po si tion and
one of the most dar ing bold ness. The lit tle crea ture is afraid of noth- 
ing. Yes ter day evening he made his es cape un per ceived through the
store into the street and walk ing up to Mr. Beltzhoover’s large horse
he seized it by the tail! It is a won der to me, and an ev i dent truth that
chil dren have their guardian an gel watch ing over them, that he was
not dashed to pieces. Ev ery day he is ex pos ing him self to dan ger in
some shape or other by his ex treme fear less ness.

Again four months af ter this, she writes:

Willie, whom I asked just now what I should write to his ‘Detta,’
wishes to tell you ‘that he is a good boy’ — which, how ever you
ought not to be lieve too im plic itly. When he is good, he is in deed
most en gag ingly so, but there is many a storm and shower pro duced
by the quick ness of his pas sions, which will re quire con stant at ten tion
and firm ness to curb and con trol.

These are all the no tices of the boy that we have from her pen. As we shall
find as we pro ceed with our story, Mrs. Pas sa vant was an un usu ally gifted
and in ter est ing let ter writer. If we could have ac cess to the let ters she wrote
dur ing William’s child hood, we should doubt less have a vivid and sat is fac- 
tory ac count of that promis ing child.
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◊ Zelie Basse Pas sa vant
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◊ Phillippe Louis Pas sa vant

In the let ters that William wrote to his mother from col lege and in the
jour nal that he kept dur ing his Sem i nary years, he calls to mind the ma ter- 
nal ad mo ni tions and his own pri vate dere lic tions. Like David he cried, “Re- 
mem ber not the sins of my youth nor my many trans gres sions.” Un der her
watch ful eye, William grew up in that quiet, cul tured and Chris tian home.
The town was a small coun try vil lage. His fa ther kept the only store. The
coun try round about was largely an un bro ken for est. Its shades were full of
game and its stream abounded in fish. Set tlers were few and lived in the
most prim i tive style.
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In this re gion, un spoiled of its nat u ral beauty, his sus cep ti ble spirit drank
in that love of na ture which re mained with him through out life. He al ways
loved the coun try. The strength of its hills, the up lift of its trees, the life of
its winds, the mu sic and sparkle of its streams, its bloom and beauty and
bird song were al ways a de light. How of ten did we not see the tired man, in
af ter years, un bend and un bur den him self, as he stood or sat on a hill top,
porch or log and drank in the in spi ra tion of the for est, field and flow ing
stream! How he would look upon the beauty of the sun set and speak of the
greater glo ries and the even more per fect peace on the other side! How elo- 
quently he would speak of the good ness of God and how the peace of na- 
ture would in spire lessons of trust and hope! We re call an in ci dent: When
he was near ing his three score years, we as sisted him in a week’s Pas sion
and Easter ser vices on the banks of the beau ti ful Ohio. In vis it ing the prim i- 
tive and spir i tu ally ne glected set tlers, he read, prayed with them and ad- 
mon ished them; and then preached to them in school houses and pri vate
homes in the evenings. One evening af ter a day’s climb ing of the hills and
fences and af ter evening ser vices, we heard him ask a young lady of the
house where we were stop ping, whether she would get up early, call him
and go with him to the hills to gather trail ing ar bu tus. Be fore sun rise, he
was out on the hills with her, hunt ing this ear li est and most fra grant of
spring flow ers.

As a boy, he al ways had his pets in the barn yard as well as in and near
the house. Even in af ter years, when writ ing home, he would in quire con- 
cern ing the lit tle ducks and chick ens and kit tens. When we would call upon
him in his study in Pitts burghh, a large cat would gen er ally be sleep ing on
the rug be fore the fire and a big “Bis marck” dog would frisk with him in the
gar den.

There was as yet no pub lic school in Zelieno ple, as the Com mon School
Law of Penn syl va nia was not passed un til 1835. There was a sub scrip tion
school in the town to which boys and girls of the neigh bor hood from far
and near came for their rudi men tary ed u ca tion. Mrs. Pas sa vant dili gently
in structed her chil dren at home. But the bright-eyed, black-haired, neatly-
dressed lad also at tended the vil lage school with the other boys.

An thony Beyer, at this writ ing eighty years old and still liv ing in
Zelieno ple, went to school with lit tle William. From him a few of the rem i- 
nis cences here recorded have been ob tained. An other friend and school mate
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was G. A. Wen zel who af ter wards at tended Jef fer son Col lege and Get tys- 
burg Sem i nary with him, and be came an hon ored Lutheran min is ter and a
life long friend and helper. George Wen zel’s first rec ol lec tion of William
was when he met him on the street one morn ing car ry ing a large duck un der
his arm. “Where are you go ing?” asked George. “Out to Fiedler’s to trade
ducks,” said Willie. These two boys af ter ward at tended the Bassen heim
Acad emy to gether. This was a pri vate school on a part of the Bassen heim
es tate, about three fourths of a mile west of the vil lage. It was car ried on un- 
der the aus pices of the Pitts burgh Pres bytery and com bined man ual train ing
with clas sic ed u ca tion. Su per in ten dent Saun ders gave the boys a chance to
earn their board and tu ition by work ing on the farm, in the car pen ter shop
and in the black smith shop. The av er age at ten dance at the Acad emy was
about sixty. Young Wen zel who used to plow the fields with a yoke of oxen,
of ten amused the school boys and vil lagers with his sten to rian calls “Gee
Buck,” “Haw Berry.” In those early days, Willie Pas sa vant was a leader
among the vil lage boys. No game seemed to be com plete with out him.
“Where is Billy Pas sa vant?” they would cry, as they met on the vil lage
green. He was not al ways there. His watch ful mother did not al low him on
the streets af ter dark. She al ways knew where her boy was. A leader he
would al ways be. His mother was once asked in a com pany of min is ters
gath ered at her house, about his boy hood. She said, “When the boys play
sol dier, Willie al ways wants to be cap tain.” Was this a pre mo ni tion of his
fu ture lead er ship of men? Un doubt edly. The boy that gets into the lead, if
oth er wise with out vi cious, im pure or treach er ous ten den cies, is the one to
pick out for a min is ter, who must be a leader of men.

Af ter Mr. Pas sa vant’s death there was found among his pa pers a lit tle
book in his mother’s own hand, con tain ing pas sages of Scrip ture, fa vorite
hymns, prayers of her own com po si tion, for the use of her chil dren when
away from home, whether on a visit or at school.

Sev eral years be fore his death, Mr. Pas sa vant stood by the grave of his
mother, with the Rev. J. A. Kribbs. His thoughts went back to those early
days spent un der her watch ful and lov ing care. He spoke of her kind ness to
the poor, re called how again and again she had sent him as a lad to some
sick or poor fam ily in the town or coun try with bas kets of pre serves, fruits,
food, clothes, bed ding and other com forts. There, at his mother’s grave,
Mr. Pas sa vant ac knowl edged that those early er rands of mercy had their in- 
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flu ence in mak ing him think of and take plea sure in re liev ing hu man suf fer- 
ing in af ter life.

It was when he stood, deeply im pressed, be fore a Jew ish Or phan age in
Lon don erected as a memo rial to a de parted wife, that the thought came to
him, “Could not I erect an Or phan’s Home as a memo rial to my good
mother?” And this thought was with him in the found ing of those blessed
asy lums and schools for bereft lit tle ones. He also as cribed to his mother’s
in flu ence his first con scious spir i tual im pres sions. In the last num ber of the
Work man be fore his death, he spoke ten derly of his mother and of her in flu- 
ence and bless ing at the time of his con fir ma tion.
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3. At Col lege

AT THE AGE of fif teen, William Pas sa vant was ready for col lege. As
there was no good Lutheran col lege west of the Al le gheny Moun tains, he
was sent to Jef fer son Col lege, Canons burg, Pa. This Pres by te rian in sti tu tion
was at that time one of the best col leges in the land. “The stu dents were
from all parts of the United States. They came from all ranks, vo ca tions and
sta tions of life, so great was the pop u lar ity and celebrity of old Jef fer son at
the time. They were of all ages, from fif teen to fifty years, and were manly,
jovial, prac ti cal and stu dious.”

The col lege had had for pres i dents such able schol ars and ed u ca tors as
Drs. An drew Wylie, Wm. McMil lan and Matthew Brown. The last was
pres i dent dur ing the course of young Pas sa vant and had no lit tle in flu ence
in mold ing and de vel op ing his in tel lec tual, moral and spir i tual char ac ter.



31

◊ The Pas sa vant Homes Ead, Zelieno ple, PA

Other men who be came prom i nent in the Lutheran Church re ceived their
col lege train ing here. Among them we men tion Drs. F. A. Muh len berg, G.
A. Wen zel, Rev. S. K. Brobst and Rev. J. K. Mel horn.

Of the spirit, in flu ence and per son nel of the col lege dur ing the years of
Pas sa vant’s res i dence there, the Rev. Dr. Wm. Speer wrote in the Memo rial
Work man, Nov. 22, 1894, as fol lows:

The col lege life of Dr. Pas sa vant gave to him an ex tra or di nary fer- 
vor of re li gious char ac ter. He en tered it while there re mained in the
more ad vanced classes many who had been con verted by a pow er ful
out pour ing of the Holy Spirit. Some of the mem bers of these classes
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be came em i nent preach ers of the Gospel, in struc tors in lit er ary and
the o log i cal in sti tu tions, and oth ers be came for eign mis sion ar ies. At
the same board ing house with him in the sum mer of his sopho more
year, 1837-8, were the saintly and able Wal ter M. Lowrie, the em i- 
nent pi o neer of Pres by te rian mis sions in China; Prof. Robert Pat ter- 
son, his life long and in ti mate friend, and the writer, whose life has
been spent in for eign mis sion ary labors in China and Cal i for nia and
in home mis sion ary and ed u ca tional em ploy ments. John Lloyd and
Hugh A. Brown, also mis sion ar ies to China, and Wm. L. Richards,
son of the mis sion ary who was born in the Hawai ian Is lands and died
af ter some years’ ser vice in China, were all in col lege with him.
Cyrus Dick son, the fer vent Sec re tary of the Home Mis sions in the
Pres by te rian Church; John M. Steven son, the able and de voted Sec re- 
tary of the Amer i can Tract So ci ety; Fred er ick A. Muh len berg, the
learned and earnest Lutheran preacher and pro fes sor in the Uni ver sity
of Penn syl va nia, at Phil a del phia, and other in sti tu tions, and sev eral
other min is ters of wide and just rep u ta tion, were then or had re cently
been there. The sa vor of the pow er ful in flu ence of the Holy Spirit
abode in many hearts and lives.

It was the fer vor, the con se cra tion, the prayer ful ness, the will ing- 
ness to go forth and la bor, and suf fer, if needs be, wher ever the dear
Mas ter might call him, which came with that ‘shower of bless ing,’
and which was shared in such as so ci a tions, that was one of the most
im por tant means of form ing the sub se quent char ac ter, and giv ing its
ex tra or di nary en ergy and fruit ful ness to the life of this faith ful and
dear ser vant of Christ.

While in col lege, Mr. Pas sa vant taught in dif fer ent mis sion Sun- 
day schools, es pe cially in one on the farm of the Hon. John H. Ew ing,
four miles dis tant, on the road to Wash ing ton. His mem ory is still
cher ished in the hearts of some who re mem ber his lov ing fi delity and
earnest in struc tion. He was hearty, too, in amuse ments which were in- 
no cent and health ful. Thus he main tained the vigor and elas tic ity of
the body which has served him so well in his la bo ri ous and long life.
Our lit tle com pany, be fore men tioned, at Jef fer son Col lege, were
mirth ful and af fec tion ate, and never quar reled with one an other. We
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took a life long in ter est in each other’s course and suc cess in our Mas- 
ter’s ser vice.

In his first let ter from col lege to his mother. May 7, 1836, he speaks of the
jour ney from Zelieno ple to Canons burg, of the first im pres sion of the place,
of his board ing in the fam ily of a Se ceder min is ter’s widow, and of join ing
the Franklin So ci ety, “be cause it was the largest, the best and the most re- 
spectable.” He tells his mother that he “med i tates with plea sure on those
par ents who are sur passed by none in the world for ex cel lence of piety and
of that sis ter whose face he longs to see and of the happy home which he
has left.” “Dear mother,” he says, “As we can not see each other, we will
raise our voices to the Almighty for the safety of each other and that God
will pro tect the par ents as well as the chil dren.” In this let ter he speaks of
ex plor ing the woods and find ing some pet ri fied stumps from which he loads
him self with relics. In an other let ter he tells of a farmer bring ing him a few
In dian cu riosi ties and of ask ing a friend at home to col lect all the relics he
can find and to go to “Billy Wat son’s for a stone hatchet which he has.” In a
sub se quent let ter he says: “It was very hard at first to keep up with my class
but now I can get along as well as any of the oth ers.”

In a let ter of May 19, he speaks of the wild ness and ex trav a gance of
some of the stu dents. “Dear mother,” he says, “You have no idea of the
wicked con duct of some of the stu dents whose con fec tionery bill is some- 
times fifty dol lars a ses sion. I have been in one of these shops once and
have been in vited more than twenty times to drink lemon ade and eat ice
cream, but once is enough for me. The com mands of God and my par ents
are be fore me to guide me through. I have these res o lu tions: 1, Not to go to
any shop if I am in vited or not; 2, Not to play cards; 3, Not to read nov els
and to do only those things which my par ents would com mend; and I hope
that I may suc ceed.” In a sub se quent let ter he tells his mother with con sid- 
er able in dig na tion how some of the stu dents spend more money for sleigh-
hire than would pay the tu ition for a term. He says; “I have not yet been out
sleigh ing and do not ex pect to be, since it is more de light ful to spend my
pocket money in mit i gat ing the wants of two old wid ows who live in a
cabin near our fort, than to en gage in those vain plea sures which grat ify but
a mo ment and leave a bit ter taste be hind.” On the death of a stu dent’s
mother he writes: “Oh, can not we say with truth, ‘Thy mer cies unto us are
great, God, and Thy ways past find ing out.’ ‘Surely mercy and good ness
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have fol lowed us all the days of our life?’” His let ters show scrupu lous
econ omy in ex pen di tures; he fre quently walked be tween Pitts burgh and
Canons burg to save coach fare. All through his col lege course he sent to his
par ents item ized re ports of his ex pen di tures. From sub se quent let ters, it is
clear that he con fided ev ery thing to his par ents and had no se crets. His life
was as open as a book. He wrote home ev ery week. All his let ters breathe
af fec tion ate de vo tion and sub mis sion.

In a let ter to his mother, Nov. 30, he tells how he spends his day: “I rise
at five, study and fix my room till seven, take break fast and have prayers at
eight, com mence and study till one o’clock din ner, at two go to recita tion
and then do work in a car pen ter shop one hour, take sup per at six, have
prayers af ter sup per, read un til ten and then go to bed. Have been work ing
daily with a car pen ter and have learned con sid er able in the art. He of fers
me eigh teen and one quar ter cents a piece for the mak ing of fifty coal boxes
which I could do this win ter by work ing one hour daily. I could fin ish one
in two hours and it would be a source of much amuse ment as well as good
ex er cise for me. As yet, I have not made up my mind, nor shall I un til I
have heard your opin ion on the sub ject.”

Be fore Christ mas he wrote a let ter of con fes sion to his par ents. He says:
"My dear fa ther and mother; My beloved par ents, I has ten again to beg my
Christ mas gift as I have done ever since I can re mem ber. A gift not as I
have for merly asked but for one which will com fort my soul. For, re view ing
my past life since the time when I could dis tin guish right from wrong, good
from evil for the first time, I weep and fear the vengeance of the just God as
I re mem ber the in nu mer able acts of un kind ness and un thank ful ness, of in- 
grat i tude, of head strong ness, of open de fi ance to your com mands; or when
my mind re verts to later days I find the same long list of sins com mit ted
against my par ents, against those who have la bored dur ing their lives for
my sup port and those who have passed many a sleep less night on my ac- 
count: those who have watched and prayed for my safety dur ing fif teen
long years of my life and have un der gone so many bod ily pri va tions for me
dur ing my in fancy. I have longed to fall on my knees and ask your for give- 
ness for ev ery pang that I have caused your hearts. Ev ery un kind look I
have given you, ev ery un kind word I have ut tered against you has given me
the sin cer est sor row. Ev ery re mem brance of in grat i tude has awak ened re- 
pen tance and re morse in me, and now, best of par ents, I ask a for give ness
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for all my in grat i tude to you, hop ing that when I have re ceived your par don
my mind will be at ease and my con science will be at rest. I also thank you
for the ex am ple you have given me and the in struc tion in re li gious things.
Re mem ber me in your prayers. Farewell, dear par ents, for get not your son,

W. A. PAS SA VANT."

His mother an swered: “As for the ‘for give ness’ you ask, do you not
know, my beloved child, the hearts of par ents are such that of fenses are for- 
got ten as soon as re pented of and my mem ory re calls noth ing at the end of
this year but proofs of af fec tion and obe di ence from my own dear Willy.”
She also sends him a ser mon from the Rev. Mr. Henkel.

It ap pears that dur ing the sea son of spe cial spir i tual in ter est in the col- 
lege, William with many of the stu dents was deeply moved. All those who
had been thus awak ened were in vited to com mune in the Pres by te rian
Church and Pas sa vant also took part in the Sacra ment of the Al tar. March
25, 1837, Dr. Brown, pres i dent of the col lege, wrote to William’s fa ther as
fol lows:

The stu dents at col lege who give ev i dence of piety are ad mit ted to
com mune and par take of the Lord’s Sup per to gether, with the dis tinct
un der stand ing that this is not to in ter fere with the church com mu nion
with the par tic u lar de nom i na tion to which they be long or may af ter- 
wards choose to be con nected.

About the same time his mother had writ ten him as fol lows:

Dearly beloved, your let ter which has just ar rived re lieved our
minds from great un easi ness as we could ex plain your si lence only by
your be ing ei ther sick or too dis tressed by re li gious feel ings to write.
I am happy to see that you are will ing to pur sue the only way by
which the Scrip ture and rea son war rant us to hope for an as sur ance of
par don ‘by the use of the ap pointed means’ — and that you are will- 
ing to show your self openly on the Lord’s side by join ing His church
on earth. The most suit able op por tu nity is of fered you for do ing so —
in March when Rev. Schweitzer barth will hold as you know a con fir- 
ma tion here for which the chil dren are now be ing in structed. Anx ious
that these lines should be sent off to mor row I have no time now to
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speak with him, but am cer tain that he will most will ingly ad mit you
with the rest, pro vided you are able to an swer the ques tions in your
Lutheran Cat e chism, at least as far as the Com mand ments, the Creed
and the Lord’s Prayer which you have quite suf fi cient time to learn
yet. By this means you will be long to the same church to which your
par ents, broth ers and sis ters be long. If you should be come a min is ter
you would have a wide field of use ful ness be fore you in our ne- 
glected Zion and this will be much bet ter than to take your Sacra ment
in the Pres by te rian Church and then, when you must look on your self
as an ad mit ted mem ber there, have again to un dergo con fir ma tion as
a form of ad mit tance….

If you leave Canons burg on the sev en teenth, spend the nine teenth,
which is Sun day, with your brother Sid ney in town, you can come out
to gether in the stage and we will all be able on Easter Sun day to take
the Sacra ment to gether. What think you, dear est, of this de light ful
plan? An swer me im me di ately that I may ac quaint your brother with
it and speak with Mr. Schweitzer barth. Mean while ap ply to your cat e- 
chism with all dili gence, and con tinue to pray to your heav enly Fa- 
ther that you may be stead fast and that He would grant you the Spirit
of all grace.

He came home as his mother de sired but af ter due con sul ta tion, he pre ferred
to post pone his con fir ma tion un til Pen te cost in or der that he might be bet ter
pre pared. This marks an im por tant epoch in his spir i tual life.

Among his old pa pers we find this in tensely in ter est ing ac count of his
re li gious ex pe ri ence at col lege about this time. The pa per is so old and
faded that it is scarcely leg i ble. It reads like a con fes sion of Au gus tine, of
Luther, or of John Bun yan. It shows that the young stu dent did not rightly
un der stand the pre cious doc trine of jus ti fi ca tion by faith. Had he had a
Lutheran spir i tual ad viser, such as he him self af ter wards be came, his heart-
rend ing strug gles and an guish would have been spared him. The old pa per
throws such light on the deep sin cer ity and earnest ness of his in ner spirit
and life at this early age that we can not for bear giv ing it all just as he wrote
it.
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On Sat ur day af ter noon while sit ting in my room at the col lege an
in ti mate friend and class mate, Hugh A. Brown, paid me a visit. This
faith ful ser vant of Je sus, like his Mas ter, ‘went about do ing good’ and
had spo ken to me on the sub ject of re li gion on sev eral oc ca sions be- 
fore. The pre vi ous Sat ur day he had given me a tract en ti tled, ‘Are
You Ready,’ and he in quired about it im me di ately af ter he en tered my
room. I went to my desk and hav ing found it re turned it to him thank- 
ing him kindly for the loan of it, while to speak the truth I had never
looked at it be fore and had for got ten that he had re quested me to read
it. He took a seat be side me and with a solem nity which quite over- 
came me, asked: ‘And are you in deed ready for death?’ I an swered: ‘I
fear not.’ He then spoke on this sub ject for a few mo ments with the
ten der est af fec tion and re quested per mis sion to pray with me be fore
he left. We knelt down to gether and while he prayed such a sense of
my sin came upon me that I burst out in tears af ter he had de parted. I
read the tract with tears and strong cries and so great was the sense of
my dan ger that I al most feared the earth would open and swal low me
up. All my care less ness and in dif fer ence were now over and I could
think of noth ing else but how I might se cure the sal va tion of my soul.
Though par tic u larly care ful to con ceal my anx i ety from oth ers, it was
soon dis cov ered that some thing was the mat ter and some for mal and
luke warm pro fes sors of re li gion of ten ques tioned me ‘If I were sick.’

Of the na ture of my feel ings at this time I can speak cor rectly
when I say that it was only a gen eral anx i ety about my sal va tion and
the sense of such a heavy load press ing me to the earth. Of sor row for
in di vid ual sin I knew noth ing, and of the way to es cape from wrath to
come still less. In look ing back I find that I was in the great est ig no- 
rance and spir i tual blind ness of heart and when I pass along my
Chris tian course I am led to adore the ten der com pas sion of God who
led me step by step un til the way be came plain and bright to me. If I
rec ol lect aright, I re mained in a state of doubt and anx i ety and dark- 
ness for over two months. Dur ing this time my un be lief was at times
so great and so sorely was I buf feted of Sa tan that I even doubted my
own ex is tence and so vi o lent were the as saults of the devil that I
would cast my self in de spair on the floor and cry out, ‘0 my God, let
me not be tempted above what I can bear.’ Prayer was the only way
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to find re lief and of ten I would kneel down in an guish in ex press ible. I
would rise up with all my doubts gone. I greatly needed the coun sel
of some ex pe ri enced Chris tian friend dur ing this long sea son of mid- 
night to my soul. Though a num ber of Chris tian friends spoke with
me, not one ever pointed out the way to Je sus, even by faith in Christ.
How ever much I prayed, I did not seem to come near the Sav ior or to
gain any knowl edge of the way in which I was to come to Him. My
anx i ety all this time was very great in be half of my im pen i tent
friends. God alone knows how of ten I re tired to the fields to pray for
my im pen i tent com pan ions. I could have em braced the whole world
in the arms of my love and warned them to flee from the wrath to
come. One evening I went to the room of a for mer com pan ion in sin
in search of one for whom my soul was in tra vail. Here the brandy
bot tle was pro duced and of fered to me. I left the room in hor ror and
on my road home poured out my soul in be half of my sin ful and care- 
less com pan ions. As I walked along and looked about over the face of
na ture I thought of the good ness of God and felt a draw ing of my
heart to the Sav ior which made a calm within. My load of sin was
qui etly re moved and I felt it no more. I could not doubt the change
and ran home to tell a Chris tian brother what the Lord had done for
my soul. We knelt down to gether and re turned thanks to the Lord.
The Bible now ap peared a new book and in a few weeks I learned
more of its pre cious truths than I had dur ing the fif teen years of my
life.

Fifty years later his class mate the Rev. Dr, H. A. Brown by re quest wrote
this rem i nis cence:

Mr. Pas sa vant was a Frank and I a Philo and our board ing places
were never close to gether, so that our in ti macy was not close till af ter
he be came deeply in ter ested in re li gion. In one or more of his let ters
he spoke of me as his ‘Spir i tual Fa ther,’ al lud ing to the in flu ence I
had in bring ing him to a sav ing knowl edge of Christ. That hap pened
in this way. I was tak ing a walk for ex er cise one win ter’s day and
called by the way at his room at Tus cu lum. I was a young Chris tian
then my self, but was moved to speak to him on the sub ject of per- 
sonal re li gion and I think left a tract with him. This ap pears to have
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been the be gin ning of his re li gious life; al though he once wrote me,
(there must be sev eral of his let ters now mis laid,) that he traced the
com mence ment of his spir i tual life to his mother’s in flu ence.

On Christ mas 1837, Got tlieb Bassler, then a stu dent in Penn syl va nia Col- 
lege at Get tys burg and af ter wards an in ti mate friend and co-worker, wrote
him this let ter:

Hav ing had some in ti ma tion (for I will speak plainly and truly)
that your mind has been some what di rected to the sub ject of Chris tian
min istry and look ing abroad upon the great har vest field of the world
and see ing that even at this day we are con strained to re peat the
words of Christ, ‘The har vest truly is great but the la bor ers are few,’ I
have been in duced to write a few lines to you on this all-im por tant
sub ject.

In ad dress ing you on this topic I take it for granted that you are
fully im pressed with the im por tance of the Chris tian re li gion. This
be ing the ease, I would ask you to view with me the great want of
suit able men to pro claim this re li gion to per ish ing men. Even in our
own coun try, which is called a Chris tian coun try, thou sands do not
hear the Gospel preached. This is par tic u larly the case of our south- 
west ern states. But our coun try is merely a speck on this globe, the
greater part of which is sunk in hea then ish dark ness and idol a try.

In an other let ter Bassler writes:

You are ac quainted that in Get tys burg I have lived in a club for the
last few years for the sake of econ omy. Dur ing this time our club,
which con sisted al ways of from four to eight per sons and two to four
rooms, al ways set apart an hour on Tues day evening to meet to gether
for the pur pose of pray ing for the con ver sion of our fel low stu dents…
May none of us use the Chris tian’s weapon with a weak or palsied
arm, nei ther let us fight ‘as one that beat eth the air’, but let us con- 
tend in the strength of Him whose weak ness is stronger than our
strength and may the Spirit of the Lord breathe upon these dry bones
in this val ley of death…I hope and pray that what ever I may do I may
never ne glect the read ing of God’s Holy Word and prayer ev ery
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morn ing and evening of my life, for I am con vinced that what ever
other knowl edge a min is ter may pos sess his use ful ness in the cause of
God will de pend very much upon the knowl edge of the Bible and ex- 
per i men tal piety. Pray for me, my dear brother in Christ, that God
may make ‘a man af ter his own heart’ of me and make me abun dantly
use ful in his cause. And my hope and prayer to God is that we may
both la bor in the vine yard of the Lord and do some thing for his honor
and glory."

From this it ap pears that young Pas sa vant had not yet fully de cided on his
life work. The fol low ing spring Bassler wrote him again to urge him to
study for the min istry.

In 1838 he in forms his mother that he is at tend ing a spe cial class in Ger- 
man taught by a stu dent, G. A. Wen zel, whom we met as a boy com pan ion
at Zelieno ple, who af ter wards be came pas tor of a large Ger man church in
Pitts burgh and Chap lain of the Pitts burgh In fir mary. Pas sa vant com plains of
the dif fi culty of the lan guage. He has trou ble with the gen der of the nouns
and with the ar ti cle. He hopes to put in his next va ca tion in the study of
Ger man and is very ea ger to be come pro fi cient in it. About the only place
that he vis ited so cially was at a fam ily named Cum mings. Miss Nancy
Cum mings seemed de ter mined to show him spe cial fa vor, ‘and made him
lug home a bunch of flow ers for his flower pot,’ and in vited him to go mul- 
ber ry ing with her. An other young lady sent him a fine hand-made watch- 
guard.

In sev eral of his let ters he speaks dep re cat ingly of the con tro ver sies in
the Lutheran Ob server. Aug. 14, 1838, he tells with con sid er able in ter est of
re ceiv ing the first num ber of the Lutheran Kirchen zeitung. He says: “Have
lately re ceived the first num ber of the new Ger man pa per styled Lutherische
Kirchen zeitung. It is printed in east ern Penn syl va nia by Rev. F. Schmidt at
the price of two dol lars per an num and I re joice to tell you that it is pre- 
cisely of the same stamp as the Ob server. Do you not think it would be an
ad vis able thing to take an Evan gel i cal pa per in the place of the present Ger- 
man pa pers which now come to us? It would, if sent to me af ter be ing read
at home, be of great as sis tance in ad vanc ing my progress in the Ger man
lan guage. I will pa tiently wait to hear your opin ion in your next let ter.” In a
later let ter he speaks of re ceiv ing the pa per reg u larly and find ing great plea- 
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sure in read ing it, of hand ing it to Prof. Smith and se cur ing his sub scrip tion.
He can vassed the town of Canons burg and also walked to Wash ing ton so lic- 
it ing sub scrip tions for the pa per. On one oc ca sion he walked all day and
came back to col lege ut terly fa tigued af ter hav ing ob tained five sub scrip- 
tions.

It was dur ing these can vass ing tours, as he went from house to house,
from store to store, and from shop to shop, that he found two young Ger- 
man jour ney men, the one a tin ker and the other a tai lor. Find ing both of
them in tel li gent above their com pan ions, sin cerely pi ous, and ar dent mem- 
bers of the Lutheran Church, he in ter ested him self in their wel fare. Both
were poor and hun gry for knowl edge. They re gret ted that they had not been
able to get a bet ter ed u ca tion. Young Pas sa vant di rected their at ten tion to
the spir i tual des ti tu tion of the Ger man Luther ans through out the land. He
awak ened in them a de sire to pre pare for the min istry and ar ranged for and
aided them in pre par ing for the holy ser vice. One of these was S. K. Brobst
and the other M. Schweigert. Both af ter wards be came em i nently use ful
min is ters of the Lutheran Church. Both did im por tant pi o neer mis sion
work. Brobst la bored among the Ger mans in East ern Penn syl va nia and
Schweigert did the work of an evan ge list in the ne glected set tle ments of
West ern Penn syl va nia.

He also ex presses great in dig na tion at a drink ing bout among the stu- 
dents, is hor ri fied at their carous ing and pro fan ity for which seven were ex- 
pelled from col lege. He com plains that four so ci eties, of three of which he
was made a mem ber with out be ing con sulted, take much of his time and in- 
ter fere with his study and read ing. He was at this time read ing po etry, bi og- 
ra phy and trav els. He also com plained of cer tain of the stu dents who came
into his room “to loaf.”

In one of his let ters to his mother he is greatly ex er cised be cause the
Franklin So ci ety is be ing eclipsed by the ri val Philo. His mother ad mon- 
ishes that the Franklin mem bers work the harder to make up in ex cel lence
of qual ity what they lack in num bers. She was in ev ery way com pe tent to
give coun sel to a col lege stu dent. In one let ter she speaks of some use ful
lessons to be learned from the Life of Wal ter Scott. In an other she ad vises
that he copy into his Il iad this verse:

De Pateia Homeri
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Seven dif fer ent towns,
fair cities of the earth,
Heirs for the fame of mighty Homer’s birth;
But none the hard con tested claim can prove —
The na tive place of Homer is above.

She also ex presses the hope that William will suc ceed in his de bate with
young Muh len berg, the son of the would-be Gov er nor of Penn syl va nia. The
ques tion that William was to af firm was “Re solved, That there is more
profit in the study of mod ern than of an cient lit er a ture.” In this ex cit ing de- 
bate Pas sa vant was de clared the vic tor.

In an other let ter she says: “The great pop u lar ity you seem to en joy, from
what ever cause it may pro ceed, is a dan ger ous en joy ment both from a spir i- 
tual and an in tel lec tual point of view. For while it might eas ily ‘puff you up’
and make you think of your self ‘more highly than you ought to think,’ it
might act on your men tal fac ul ties like the stim u lus of a hot-house on
plants, caus ing them to bud and ex pand be fore their nat u ral time, to the
detri ment of the sound ness of the stock. Read once again the ex tract from
New ton I sent you to Bal ti more on this sub ject. You will find the re marks
and ad vice it con tains very ap pli ca ble to your present sit u a tion.”

Mrs. Pas sa vant fre quently gives ad vice on his tor i cal and gen eral read ing.
Here is her es ti mate of a book writ ten in her later years when it was be gin- 
ning to at tract pub lic at ten tion:

Mr. Bassler pre sented his wife at Christ mas with a book called
‘The Chron i cles of the Schoen berg-Cotta Fam ily.’ And she — kind as
she al ways is — ab so lutely in sisted that I should read it first. It is a
ro man tic nar ra tive but em bod ies in a very skill ful man ner all the cir- 
cum stances and de tails about Luther, his friends and his work with
which his tory has ac quainted us. I think it is much more cal cu lated to
make one love the great Re former and the Lutheran Church than will
ever be ac com plished by the an gry dis pu ta tions in cer tain re li gious
pa pers.

William re ceived many let ters from his two sis ters. Emma, the older one,
had mar ried a Pres by te rian min is ter named Jen nings, a very ami able and
wor thy man; one of the old school, scrupu lous, schol arly, dig ni fied, faith ful
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in all his work and of more than or di nary abil ity. Emma wrote her brother
many good let ters breath ing af fec tion ate in ter est and full of sis terly so lic i- 
tude.

Vir ginia, the ac com plished, at trac tive and uni ver sally ad mired younger
sis ter, also wrote fre quently. Her let ters are vi va cious and full of ten der af- 
fec tion.

His old est brother, Det mar, had spent over a year in Eu rope, trav el ing
and pur chas ing goods for his fa ther’s store. His home com ing was an oc ca- 
sion for a glad fam ily re union, in the fall of 1837. The spirit of de light ful
har mony and cor dial af fec tion that pre vailed in the Bassen heim home was
in deed re mark able and un usu ally happy. Par ents, broth ers and sis ters all
seemed to have a spe cial and af fec tion ate in ter est in the col lege stu dent and
in all his af fairs. The stu dent on the other hand, amid all the at trac tions and
dis trac tions of col lege life, never failed to ex hibit the keen est in ter est and
warm est love for the mem bers of the dear old home. This beau ti ful fam ily
in ter est and de vo tion lasted through all his life.

William was an un usu ally bash ful boy. On on oc ca sion when he stopped
to see his sis ter Vir ginia, who was at tend ing Mrs. Bar low’s Girls’ Board ing
School in Pitts burgh, he was in vited to stay for sup per, but this was too
much for him. He writes to his mother: “I stayed with Vir ginia a shorter
time than I could have wished, as Mrs. Bar low went into the kitchen to has- 
ten the sup per, which so fright ened me when I thought of all those girls at
ta ble, that I hastily bade Vir ginia adieu and made my exit, think ing this the
safest way, as she also in sisted that I stay all night.”

In the Au tumn of 1838 his mind was turned more and more to ward the
The o log i cal Sem i nary at Get tys burg and he wrote to his friend Bassler for
in for ma tion.

On the oc ca sion of a visit to his sis ter Emma in Pitts burgh, he wit nessed
the burn ing of a grist mill. On learn ing that the owner had his life’s sav ings
in the mill and that he was now re duced to ab so lute poverty, his sym pa thies
were deeply stirred. He writes to his mother: “When I passed the smok ing
ru ins on my road to town, and saw the whole group of help less chil dren,
and one poor de formed girl, gaz ing on the de struc tion of their all, I in vol un- 
tar ily found my self open my pock et book in search of some money. But my
old self ish propen sity was fast gain ing on me when I cried, ‘Now or never’,
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and forth with turned my horse to the house and de posited a three dol lar note
in the hands of the grate ful mother, telling her I had no more. I well knew
that so small a sum would not mend their mis for tune in any es sen tial de gree
but I felt con fi dent that the sym pa thy and pity of a stranger might in some
mea sure al le vi ate their grief. Af ter leav ing the house which I did im me di- 
ately, I felt as one of the hap pi est be ings in the world and have of ten
thought that I would not have for gone that hour of plea sure for a week of la- 
bor”.

In 1837 he planned and partly pre pared a Lutheran Al manac. He sub mit- 
ted his plan and man u script to a Phil a del phia pub lisher who re fused to ac- 
cept it be cause there were al ready one Ger man and one Eng lish Lutheran
Al manac in the field. With the per sis tent courage which was one of his most
marked char ac ter is tics and had so much to do with his fu ture won der ful
achieve ments, he pre pared a new man u script in 1839 and sent it on to the
same pub lisher. He gave ex plicit di rec tions as to the at trac tive style in
which he wanted it pub lished and that his name was not to ap pear in any
way in con nec tion with it. To both of these con di tions the pub lish ers ob- 
jected; to the first, be cause it would make the pub li ca tion too costly, to in- 
sure a large sale; to the lat ter, be cause the pub lisher be longed to the Ger man
Re formed Church and did not think it proper to ap pear as the au thor of a
Lutheran Al manac. And so the sec ond at tempt at au thor ship failed; but as
we shall see, Pas sa vant never gave up a good cause. For this re jected Al- 
manac he had writ ten the fol low ing pref ace:

We deem ev ery apol ogy un nec es sary in pre sent ing this Al manac
to the Lutheran Pub lic. The fact that the great ma jor ity of our mem- 
bers were un ac quainted with the in sti tu tions of the church, was a suf- 
fi cient mo tive to in duce the com piler to the pub li ca tion of the
Lutheran Al manac; and al though his means of ob tain ing cor rect in- 
for ma tion were but small and the ac counts of the var i ous op er a tions
of the church de fi cient, yet he would fondly hope that all who are in- 
ter ested in the wel fare of our Zion will make their ut most en deav ors
to dis pose of a num ber of copies. Let none think such la bor be neath
their no tice, since even the Al manac ex erts a great in flu ence thus for
weal or woe on the mass of the com mu nity. The prin ci pal part of the
in for ma tion con tained in the Ap pen dix has been ob tained from the
bound vol umes of the Lutheran In tel li gencer, the Min utes of the dif- 
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fer ent Syn ods and from in di vid u als; but prin ci pally from the files of
the Lutheran Ob server since its com mence ment in 1831. The as tro- 
nom i cal ob ser va tions are cal cu lated to suit the lat i tude of the prin ci- 
pal cities in the United States. As the com piler ex pects no pe cu niary
com pen sa tion for his labors (since the prof its are de voted to the Par- 
ent Ed u ca tion So ci ety) he hopes that not with stand ing its many im per- 
fec tions, ev ery Lutheran min is ter will feel it a duty to pro cure a sup- 
ply for those com mit ted to his charge. Fi nally if his Al manac be the
means of dif fus ing any in for ma tion among our peo ple and of ex cit ing
their in ter est in the Lit er ary and Benev o lent In sti tu tions of our
Church, his labors in pre par ing this Al manac will never be a source
of re gret but a cause of ex ul ta tion, plea sure and joy. The Com piler,
Feb ru ary 20th, 1839." The man u script con tains care fully pre pared
sta tis tics of these thir teen Syn ods: Synod of East ern Penn syl va nia,
West ern Penn syl va nia, New York, Mary land, South Car olina, North
Car olina, Synod of the West, East ern Dis trict Synod of Ohio,
Hartwick Synod, West ern Dis trict Synod of Ohio, Eng lish Dis trict
Synod of Ohio, Franck ean Synod, Synod of Vir ginia. The sta tis ti cal
sum mary of the whole Lutheran Church in the. United States was:

No.
Min is ters 268
Con gre ga tions 711
Com mu ni cants 72,198
Bap tisms for the year 1,222
Con fir ma tions 6,167
Sun day Schools 226
Teach ers 542
Schol ars 4,137
——————— ——

Here is his ac count of some Sun day School work that he was do ing in 1839:
“On Sun day af ter noon in the com pany of three other stu dents I at tended a
Sab bath school three and a half miles out on the Wash ing ton Road. The
School is held in a lit tle brick school house on Mr. Ew ing’s farm. Miss Ew- 
ing, a very fine and pi ous young lady, is one of our teach ers. It con tains
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about twenty schol ars and as the room is small, the classes of boys af ter the
school has been opened go to a grove just near and sit on large logs. Sin gu- 
lar enough, you will no doubt say; so then, dear Mamma, you may know
that ev ery Sun day at five o’clock in the af ter noon I am hear ing a Bible class
of eight mem bers on a big log.”

With some of the stu dents young Pas sa vant had also started a prayer-
meet ing among the col ored peo ple in Canons burg in which he took a deep
in ter est un til the close of his col lege course.

His in ter est in these lowly and de spised chil dren of Ham con tin ued
through life. On one oc ca sion while on a jour ney from Bal ti more to Pitts- 
burgh on the Bal ti more and Brownsville stage coach he ex pected to take the
steam boat from the lat ter place to Pitts burgh. He missed the boat and was
left for sev eral days in Brownsville. Nat u rally tired from the weari some
jour ney he might have rested, but in stead he em ployed his time of wait ing
in vis it ing and pray ing with the col ored peo ple of the town and preach ing to
them ev ery evening while he re mained. On an other oc ca sion at a syn od i cal
meet ing in Bal ti more he was ex pected to preach in a prom i nent church on
Sun day evening. Find ing that no pro vi sion had been made for preach ing to
the Ne groes he protested, se cured a sub sti tute for the large white church,
and went him self and preached to the col ored peo ple. As he told the writer
years af ter ward: “We had a great shout in the camp that night.” He was a
life long op po nent of hu man slav ery and vig or ously used his voice and pen
for eman ci pa tion.

About this time he had his head ex am ined by a vis it ing phre nol o gist. He
re ports to his mother: “As ev ery body had his pate felt I thought I might see
how much truth there was in the sys tem, from the num bers he gave me, so
at it I went. He told me that all the so cial bumps were fully de vel oped; that I
had a great taste for po etry and ev ery thing con nected with ro mance, that I
was en thu si as tic in my af fec tion for friends, that I was an aris to crat by na- 
ture, proud of my fam ily con nec tions, that I would make a good preacher.
Lastly he told me that I re sem bled my mother more than my fa ther which is
un doubt edly true.”

In the Au tumn of 1839 his brother Det mar sud denly died in Pitts burgh.
From there William writes thus to com fort his mother: “Ours has been a
course of much earthly en joy ment and now since the rod of af flic tion has
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been laid upon us very sorely it is with out doubt to wean our af fec tions
from earth and place them on ob jects which are of an en dur ing na ture. We
know that whom the Lord loveth He chas teneth, and scour geth ev ery son
whom He re ceiveth. We have in a great mea sure been with out chas ten ing
and now when it has been sent us, may God in mercy en able us to bless the
rod and ac knowl edge the hand of our heav enly Fa ther. Al though ev ery thing
wears such a gloomy ap pear ance at present, yet did we but be lieve it, ‘these
af flic tions which last but for a mo ment shall work out for us a far more ex- 
ceed ing and eter nal weight of glory.’ We are but pil grims here and so journ- 
ers in this world and, if we are to go through the fur nace of af flic tion here,
it must be for the pur pose of cleans ing us from the dross and cor rup tion of
sin so that we may come out re fined and pre pared for the trea sury of
Heaven. Oh, how com fort ing the thought that ‘the Lord reigneth,’ that how- 
ever un fa vor able things may seem, ev ery thing is work ing to gether for the
good of his own peo ple. Let us look to that kind hand which has sup ported
us for a con tin u a tion of his un mer ited mer cies, and pray that as we can no
longer all meet on earth, we may meet and dwell to gether, a beloved fam ily
cir cle in Heaven.”

In the same let ter he tells her that he has been to the court house to hear
the Rev. Mc Cron preach to the lit tle flock that be came the First Eng lish
Lutheran Church in Pitts burgh and of which he him self af ter ward be came
pas tor. He also tells her that the Ger man church of the Rev. C. F. Heyer,
who af ter wards be came the vet eran mis sion ary to In dia, was un der roof and
would be quite a neat build ing.

On ac count of Det mar’s death, William was kept out of col lege dur ing
the win ter of 1839 — 40. The let ters that came to him from “Old Jeff” show
the es teem in which he was held and the void caused by his ab sence. These
let ters also give a clear in sight into the in ner life of the col lege.

Here is an ex tract from the Vice Pres i dent of the Franklin So ci ety:

Sorry, in deed, am I that we can not now as in for mer ses sions meet
to gether at our daily recita tions; but let this go — could you only join
in with your fel low Franklins on Fri day af ter noon all would be well.
Pass, I miss you more than any one of the Se nior Class; lit tle did you
think last ses sion that you would not be one of us this win ter and, my
dear friend, since it is by the in ter po si tion of Di vine Prov i dence that
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you are not among us this win ter, I will not com plain; still I wish you
would come on again in the spring and grad u ate with the present Se- 
nior Class, with the mem bers of which you are most in ti mately con- 
nected. This is my only hope.

In the spring of 1840, Pas sa vant made a trip to Greens burg to se cure sub- 
scrip tions for the “Kirchen zeitung” and the “Ob server.” On the oc ca sion he
vis ited the grave of Gen eral St. Clair in the Pres by te rian grave yard. He ex- 
presses his feel ings in these words:

I felt the most sin gu lar sen sa tions when I stood at the grave of this
great man, whose name had been ex tolled to the skies, and at an other
time had been men tioned with in dig na tion. Poor man! af ter all his re- 
verses he died a mis er able drunk ard and scarce a score know his
grave." Pas sa vant re turned to col lege at the be gin ning of the spring
term in 1840. He had stud ied pri vately dur ing the win ter, while as sist- 
ing his brother Sid ney in the store at Pitts burgh, and was able to reen- 
ter and go on with his class.

Dur ing his Se nior year, he gath ered and or ga nized a Lutheran Sun day
school at Pi geon Creek, four teen miles from Canons burg. Start ing at five
o’clock on Sun day morn ing, on horse back when he could se cure a horse,
on foot when no horse was avail able, he was at his place ev ery Sun day at
ten thirty in the old Beth le hem Lutheran Church. He wrote to S. M. G.
Schmucker, a son of Dr. S. S. Schmucker, then a stu dent at Wash ing ton Col- 
lege, re quest ing his as sis tance. Mr. Schmucker replied: “I re joice, dear
brother, that in this ne glected por tion of God’s moral vine yard so long un- 
der the con trol and in flu ence of the er rors of Pres by te ri an ism and Camp bel- 
lism and sundry other er rors, the word of God will be dis sem i nated in its
pu rity.” Mr. Schmucker re gret ted that he could not come reg u larly, as he
had but re cently taken up a class in the col ored Sun day school of his town.
He promised, how ever, to come and help when ever pos si ble. To his mother,
"William gives this ac count of his work:

My Sun day school in the coun try is flour ish ing as well as could be
ex pected. On the sec ond day we met, our num ber was one more than
twice as great as on the first Sab bath. I went out on Sat ur day af ter- 
noon for the two last times and scoured the coun try from house to
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house to beat up re cruits and was ut terly sur prised to find such wild
and un couth fam i lies in this coun try which has been set tled for up- 
wards of eighty years. At one house the woman seemed about half
sav age and spoke so loud that it was not far from yelling or der. One
of the lit tle boys had hair above a foot and a half long. Never was I
more con vinced that re li gion, pure and un de filed, is the very best
means of el e vat ing the con di tion of our fel low men to the rank of in- 
tel li gent be ings. Such is the kind of a place I am en gaged in and if my
weak and fee ble labors will tend in the small est de gree to im prove the
con di tion of the ris ing gen er a tion in that con gre ga tion, they are en- 
tirely wel come to them. I have al ready pro cured two sub scrip tions to
the Ger man pa per and I ex pect if noth ing hap pens to get a few to the
‘Ob server’.

Many years af ter, when Dr. Pas sa vant’s hair was sil very white, we heard
him speak with great in ter est of these youth ful jour neys and labors. He
would re call with a smile how when in vited to din ner at a stranger’s place,
his bash ful ness would over come him and he would say, “No, thank you, I
am not hun gry” and how he would try to ap pease his hunger by eat ing
black ber ries along the way. The Rev. J. K. Mel horn of Pitts burgh writes
feel ingly of these labors of young Pas sa vant and won ders how many stu- 
dents would now go and do like wise. Re fer ring to his Sun day school work,
his mother writes to him: "The long ride, fa tigu ing as it may seem, will at
your age and dur ing the fine weather be more of a plea sure than of a trou ble
and prove I hope con ducive to your health, while the con scious ness that you
have ben e fited your fel low crea tures will be a last ing en joy ment to your
soul. May the good seed which you are sow ing spring up and bear fruit a
hun dred fold.

Of his last visit to the school he speaks thus im pres sively in a let ter to
his mother dated Sept. 3, 1840: “You may well imag ine that it was not the
most pleas ant thing to bid farewell to my lit tle school in the coun try, es pe- 
cially as I never ex pect to see the place again. Dur ing the sum mer I trav eled
three hun dred miles in go ing out to that school and things are be gin ning to
look a lit tle brighter than when it was com menced. A prayer meet ing has
been es tab lished and is mak ing no lit tle stir in the neigh bor hood and the
room where it is held is gen er ally filled. This is the first thing of its kind
ever es tab lished in that con gre ga tion and I trust that its in flu ence may be
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felt to the sal va tion of souls.” In the same let ter he tells his mother of his
class ex am i na tions: “Dear mother, agree able to prom ise I sit down to an- 
swer yours of the fif teenth of last month and am able to hail you as a ‘Bach- 
e lor of Arts’ from my head quar ters at Canons burg. Our ex am i na tion closed
last week at which time I got off, to gether with our whole class, to my en- 
tire sat is fac tion. So then we are done, for ever done, with our col lege stud- 
ies!”

His com mence ment ora tion on the sub ject, “The Re la tion of Sci ence to
Re li gion,” was en thu si as ti cally re ceived and oc ca sioned much fa vor able
and flat ter ing com ment. He writes feel ingly of his tak ing leave of his room,
the col lege, the town, the teach ers, stu dents and friends.

His col lege days were over. We are safe in say ing that no stu dent left be- 
hind him, among pro fes sors, stu dents and cit i zens, more ad mir ers and
warmer, closer friends than did William Pas sa vant.

Af ter his death, his class mate, Hugh A. Brown, wrote to D. L. Pasa vant:

In col lege your fa ther showed a fine lit er ary taste and an ap ti tude
for the nat u ral sci ences. In his Se nior year, he was made Cu ra tor of
the Lyceum. He was a grace ful writer and speaker, and a fair scholar
in his aca demic stud ies, giv ing good prom ise of suc cess in life. I look
upon him as one of the chief glo ries of our class, un sur passed and
hardly equalled in in flu ence and use ful ness by any other mem ber.

The Rev. Dr. X. G. Parke, an other class mate, wrote:

He was youth ful in his ap pear ance. My im pres sion is that he was
one of the youngest, if not the youngest mem ber of the class. I was
not twenty when we grad u ated and he was younger than I. But his ap- 
pear ance was youth ful when he grad u ated and it was the same af ter
he had been grad u ated fifty years. This was spo ken of at our col lege
meet ing in 1890, when seven of the class met in Wash ing ton to hear
the class his tory.

The dom i nant fea ture of Pas sa vant’s life and char ac ter while in
col lege was what might be termed the re li gious el e ment; and judg ing
from the lines of his work, and the re sults of his work, it so con tin ued
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through life. He was not a recluse. The so cial el e ment was not want- 
ing in his na ture. He was pop u lar in his class and among the stu dents
of the col lege gen er ally, but he took lit tle in ter est or part in the ath- 
letic sports on the col lege cam pus. His na ture ap par ently was in- 
tensely re li gious. This was man i fest not in a demon stra tive way, but
qui etly. He had no ’re li gion to boast of but a spirit of de vo tion to his
di vine Mas ter breathed in all he did. And now that we know the lines
in which he elected to work in life, we may in fer that while yet a stu- 
dent in coUege he was plan ning for his life work.

In the pres i dent of the col lege, the Rev. Dr. M. Brown, he found a
con ge nial spirit. Per haps I might put it dif fer ently, Dr. Brown found
in young Pas sa vant a con ge nial spirit. Dr. Brown was a de cided Pres- 
by te rian and Pas sa vant was just as de cided a Lutheran, but be tween
them there was a spirit that united David and Jonathan. At our class
ju bilee in 1890, there were seven in the class liv ing and at their work.
Now, af ter thir teen years, only two re main. Pas sa vant had changed
since we parted in 1840, but he was the same unas sum ing, cour te ous,
earnest. Chris tian gen tle man.

Nov. 14, 1847, Pas sa vant was cho sen or a tor of the Franklin Lit er ary So ci ety
at its fifti eth an niver sary.

The ad dress is pub lished in the His tory of Jef fer son Col lege of 1857.
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4. In The Sem i nary At Get tys- 
burg

WILLIAM PAS SA VANT was born and reared in a crit i cal pe riod of
the Lutheran Church. Dr. Ja cobs in his His tory of the Lutheran Church in
the United States, (p. 353) thus de scribes this pe riod:

Can di dates for the Lutheran Min istry were in at ten dance at the de- 
nom i na tional and other col leges that were com ing into ex is tence. Co- 
lum bia Col lege, New York; the Uni ver sity of Penn syl va nia; Dick in- 
son Col lege, Carlisle; Jef fer son Col lege, Canons burg; ei ther had or
were soon to have stu dents and grad u ates in the Lutheran churches
and min istry. The in flu ence of Chris tian schol ars of de cided con vic- 
tions and of other forms of re li gious life upon those thus trained was
in evitable. When the Pres by te rian Church es tab lished its the o log i cal
sem i nary at Prince ton, N. J., in 1812, Lutheran can di dates for the
min istry were soon among its stu dents, and found there stu dents from
the Epis co pal and per haps other churches, with whom they be came
in ti mate. Who would af firm that the in flu ences there ex erted were not
to be pre ferred to the ne ol ogy that had gained the up per hand at all
cen ters in Ger many? When the Lutheran Church in Ger many could
of fer noth ing bet ter, it was only nat u ral to look be yond the Lutheran
Church for the ad vo cates of a more pos i tive faith. Nor, un der these
cir cum stances, was it to be won dered at that an open door was found
in some places for re vival is tic meth ods, which were be com ing preva- 
lent through out the coun try.

On page 356 he writes:

The move ments pre lim i nary to the Prus sian Union of 1847 com- 
bined with the feel ing caused by the com mon in ter ests of lan guage
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and in ter mar riage among the Re formed and Luther ans in Penn syl va- 
nia to sug gest the thought of a union be tween the two de nom i na tions.
This does not seem to have been em bod ied in any for mal ac tion. The
pro posed com mon the o log i cal sem i nary has al ready been men tioned.
The Re formed, with the Epis co palians and Pres by te ri ans, were in- 
vited by the Min is terium of Penn syl va nia to unite in the cel e bra tion
of the ter cente nary of the Ref or ma tion.

The Min is terium of Penn syl va nia in 1818 had re solved that “in its judg ment
it would be well if the dif fer ent Evan gel i cal Lutheran Syn ods of the United
States were to stand in some way or other in true union with one an other”.
Other Syn ods were cor re sponded with and in 1818 “A Pro posed Plan” was
adopted by a vote of forty to eight. This plan was sent to other Syn ods for
dis cus sion and adop tion. A num ber of triv ial ob jec tions were ur gently and
per sis tently raised and pub lished; e. g., that it was a scheme of the min is ters
to tread the rights of the peo ple un der foot; that it will be “an aris to cratic
spir i tual con gress;” that the rights of the Ger mans will be given away; " as
to the ex penses, who is to pay? We farm ers, col lec tions upon col lec tions,
etc." Such ob jec tions came mainly from coun try pas tors and were in tended
to frighten their peo ple.

The prin ci pal ob jec tion, how ever, and the one that car ried much weight
was that the pro posed Gen eral Synod would in ter fere with the plans that
had been pro jected for a closer union with the Ger man Re formed Church
and the es tab lish ment of a Lutheran-Re formed The o log i cal Sem i nary.

Only ten del e gates met in Fred er ick, Md., Oct. 21, 1821, rep re sent ing
the Min is terium of Penn syl va nia, the N. Car olina, Mary land and Vir ginia
Syn ods, and or ga nized the Gen eral Synod. On ac count of the ur gent and
per sis tent ob jec tions of the coun try parishes, the Min is terium of Penn syl va- 
nia felt it self im pelled to with draw tem po rar ily from the Gen eral Synod in
1823, leav ing only three small Syn ods in the Gen eral Body.

The Gen eral Synod nat u rally par took of the spirit of the age. It had its
weak nesses. It failed to de ter mine specif i cally the con tents of the Lutheran
faith. It was not ready to re turn to the foun da tions laid by Muh len berg and
his as so ciates. There had been a gen eral re ces sion from the foun da tions for
twenty-five or thirty years pre ced ing. On the other hand, Dr. Ja cobs cor- 
rectly says: “The Gen eral Synod was a protest against the Socini an iz ing
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ten den cies in New York, and the scheme of a union with the Re formed
Church in Penn syl va nia and with Epis co palians in North Car olina. It stood
for the in de pen dent his tory of the Lutheran Church in Amer ica and the clear
and un equiv o cal con fes sion of a pos i tive faith.”

At its third con ven tion, in 1825, the Gen eral Synod re solved to com- 
mence the es tab lish ment of a the o log i cal sem i nary. This sem i nary was
opened in Get tys burg in 1826. Its first pro fes sor, Dr. S. S. Schmucker, had
re ceived his col lege train ing in the Uni ver sity of Penn syl va nia and his the o- 
log i cal train ing in the Pres by te rian Sem i nary at Prince ton. He had never
made an earnest study of Lutheran the ol ogy but was thor oughly im bued
with the teach ing, spirit and life of the Re formed Churches. Of his the o log i- 
cal stand point, Dr. Ja cobs says, (His tory of the Lutheran Church in the U.
S., p. 367):

His the o log i cal stand point can never be in volved in con tro versy;
he was too out spo ken in con fess ing it. Be gin ning with a more con ser- 
va tive po si tion, he soon pub licly protested from the pro fes sor’s chair
and in the press, not only against the dis tinc tive Lutheran doc trine
con cern ing the Sacra ments, but against those of orig i nal sin and the
Per son of Christ. In his ‘Pop u lar The ol ogy’, his ‘Lutheran Man ual’,
and ‘Amer i can Lutheranism Vin di cated’, he teaches what he re gards
a mod i fied Lutheranism, which re tains the el e ments of truth found, as
he be lieved, with a num ber of er rors, in the Lutheranism of the Augs- 
burg Con fes sion. In the ‘Def i nite Syn od i cal Plat form’, pre pared by
him in 1855, he ex pur gated and changed the doc tri nal ar ti cles of the
Augs burg Con fes sion, and, in a pref ace, states what he re gards the
five er rors of that doc u ment."

Such was the first pro fes sor in the sem i nary dur ing the two years of
Mr. Pas sa vant’s the o log i cal course. The sec ond pro fes sor, Dr. H. I. Schmidt,
was more con ser va tive but less en er getic and in flu en tial.

Of the ef fect of the sem i nary’s teach ings and spirit on min is ters and con- 
gre ga tions in gen eral. Dr. Ja cobs writes, (pp. 370 and 371):

More harm ful than any pos i tively er ro neous teach ings pro pounded
from the pro fes sor’s chair or is sued from the press, was the lack of
cul ti va tion of any de cided form of church life. The sem i nary course
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was very brief and the teach ing scarcely rose above, if it equaled, the
stan dard of the bet ter cat e chet i cal in struc tions. There was even a ten- 
dency to de pre ci ate sa cred learn ing, as rel a tively unim por tant, and to
throw all stress upon de vo tional ex er cises. The teach ing be came hor- 
ta tory in stead of doc tri nal, and no longer cov ered the full ex tent of
rev e la tion. There was more suc cess in home mis sion ary work than in
build ing up es tab lished con gre ga tions and in struct ing ex pe ri enced
Chris tians. Young pas tors unin structed in the modes adopted by the
Lutheran Church, and sin cerely earnest in the en deavor to be faith ful,
read ily adopted the meth ods of other churches. The old ways of the
fa thers were looked upon with sus pi cion. Where this was avoided, in
the un cer tainty and wish to com pro mise, the most de plorable in ac tiv- 
ity and stag na tion re sulted. The peril of com pro mises on church prin- 
ci ples lies in the paral y sis of church life by the en deavor of an tag o- 
nis tic par ties to for bear do ing aught that might of fend those with
whom they dif fer, and thus do ing noth ing. Where in tense con vic tion
en ters, it bursts the shack les of com pro mises, and it is fear less in
adopt ing what it re gards the most ef fi cient mea sure to dis charge its
full duty. A Lutheran church life can never be nour ished ex cept in ac- 
cor dance with the prin ci ples of that church. Method ism, Pres by te ri an- 
ism, or An gli can ism within the Lutheran Church soon runs its course.
The Luther ans in Amer ica, who imag ined that the sal va tion of their
church was de pen dent upon its adop tion of the pe cu liar i ties of its
neigh bors, were only tem po rar ily mis led. They were yet to awaken to
the re al iza tion of the rich pro vi sion their church con tained for the full
de vel op ment of all their spir i tual ca pac i ties. The more they re al ized
this, the more could they ap pre ci ate con ceded ex cel lences in other
forms of Chris tian ity when ex er cised within their own pe cu liar
spheres. But how ever sure it is that the church ul ti mately re gains its
lost van tage grounds, the lam en ta ble re sults of the losses suf fered
mean while by in ac tion re main. Dr. Hazelius, e.g., de plored greatly
the wide spread aban don ment of fam ily wor ship, as one of the con se- 
quences of teach ing that all prayers ex cept those made ex tem po ra ne- 
ously are for mal ism. The lay man who found it dif fi cult to of fer a free
prayer, ban ished the prayer book from his al tar, as though by its use
he would do God dis honor; and the next step was that prayers in the
house hold en tirely ceased.
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Such was the gen eral con di tion of the church and the sem i nary when on
Nov. 3. 1840, William Pas sa vant started for the the o log i cal sem i nary at Get- 
tys burg. He trav eled by stage from Pitts burgh. He de scribed at length the te- 
dious jour ney which oc cu pied two days and two nights with out in ter ven ing
rest. It rained in ces santly and he was alone in the stage. No won der that he
ar rived at Get tys burg in a de pressed and ex hausted con di tion.

To his mother he de scribes the city which then had two thou sand in hab i- 
tants, two Lutheran and two Pres by te rian churches, one Methodist church
and six Catholic chapels. He tells of the sem i nary build ing and of the beau- 
ti ful and di ver si fied view from its cupola. About six teen acres of ground be- 
longed to the sem i nary on which were three build ings. He tells her of his
room and of his board which was good and cost him one dol lar and fifty
cents a week. Among the stu dents, five were from Union Col lege, three
from Penn syl va nia Col lege and sev eral with out col lege train ing. He spoke
well of Dr. Schmucker as a pro fes sor and also as a man. The stu dents im- 
pressed him as less in tel li gent, less re fined than those at Jef fer son Col lege,
and many had scarcely ever been be yond the bounds of their home town- 
ships. He was some what at tracted to Chas. A. Hay, a rel a tive of Dr. Mor ris
of Bal ti more. Of young Chas. Porter field Krauth he says: “He is con sid ered
very tal ented, but the mis ery with him is that po etry and the ladies seem to
en ter into his con sti tu tion most too much for me”. He com plains of the
“out ra geous char ac ters” of He brew which he re cites to Prof. Chas. Philip
Krauth. New Tes ta ment Ex e ge sis he stud ied un der Dr. Baugher. He read
Schiller’s Thirty Years’ War with Dr. H. I. Schmidt. Al to gether, he had only
nine hours of recita tions a week, which gave him much leisure for pri vate
read ing and study. He also com plained that there was no per sonal in ter- 
course be tween pro fes sors and stu dents and that it was not like Jef fer son
where the pro fes sors’ houses were al ways open to stu dents and the most de- 
light ful in ter course and in ti macy ex isted be tween them.

Prof. Schmidt was at this time pas tor of the sec ond Eng lish Lutheran
Church, where the stu dents and pro fes sors wor shiped. He was as sisted by
the col lege and sem i nary pro fes sors in turn. Of the preach ing, Pas sa vant ex- 
presses his opin ion thus:

The best preacher is Dr. Schmucker; the next Prof. Baugher and
Dr. Krauth; Schmidt reads his ser mons, which are in deed beau ti fully
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com posed, but seem to lack the power and ef fi ciency of the Gospel.
He is doubt less an ex cel lent man but is not of those min is ters who
peo ple heaven by their preach ing.

He con tin ues:

This is an ex cel lent place to get a sight of many of the old doc u- 
ments and speeches. The other day I dis cov ered a large bun dle of
printed jour nals of Rev. H. M. Muh len berg ex tend ing back to the year
1743 and I found a great deal of plea sure and profit in read ing over
the records of that great and good man.

He speaks of the mis sion ary so ci ety in the sem i nary which had four sta tions
in the moun tains which were reg u larly sup plied by the the o log i cal stu dents
af ter a res i dence of one year in the sem i nary. A con gre ga tion had been re- 
cently or ga nized at one of these sta tions and placed un der the care of a
neigh bor ing pas tor. He ob serves that this mis sion ary preach ing has two
great ad van tages. First, it gives the stu dents prac tice in preach ing be fore all
kinds of peo ple, and sec ond, it brings the Gospel to the spir i tu ally des ti tute
moun taineers.

Feb. 16, 1841, he gives his mother an ac count of a great re vival in the
old Lutheran Church at Get tys burg. This ac count throws a sig nif i cant light
on the spirit of the Eng lish Lutheran Church at that time as well as on the
views and feel ings of young Pas sa vant. He says:

At present the old Lutheran Church is en joy ing a most pow er ful
re vival. There is no noise or con fu sion in the meet ings and the aw ful
si lence which per vades the con gre ga tion makes the place ap pear like
an other world. In the evenings af ter preach ing per sons are in vited for- 
ward to be prayed for and the young and the old, fa thers and moth ers
and sons and daugh ters are not ashamed to ask an in ter est in the
prayers of God’s peo ple. Yes ter day morn ing af ter a ser mon by
Prof. Baugher, a great mul ti tude knelt down around the al tar and af ter
the con gre ga tion was dis missed it was found that all the men but two
and sev eral of the women had found peace and joy in be lief. Oh, how
like heaven was that place! Some of these in di vid u als have been cry- 
ing for par don for weeks and to see such a num ber feel ing their bur- 
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dens re moved and swal lowed up in the love of Christ was in deed a
glo ri ous and an aw ful sight. Not a word was said but ev ery heart was
filled with the peace and glory of God. Some of the old and faith ful
mem bers of the church, and some of the church coun cil were the first
to de clare that they were strangers to the power of re li gion and many
of these went out, go ing on their way re joic ing with a new song of
praise in their hearts. Noth ing of the kind was ever be fore wit nessed
in that church, and Mr. Keller was vi o lently op posed to any thing
which sa vored of New Mea sures. But a change has taken place in his
views and above all there has been a change in the hearts of many of
his peo ple.

In her an swer, his mother in forms him that his pi ous fa ther did not at all be- 
lieve in such Methodis tic ser vices. He be lieved that they were con trary to
the teach ings of the Scrip tures and be lit tled God’s means of grace, showed
un clear ness as to the na ture of true con ver sion and if not pro duc tive of real
harm would cer tainly do no last ing good. He even thought of tak ing his son
out of the sem i nary on ac count of the preva lence of the “new mea sure”
spirit.

Dur ing the spring va ca tion of this year, Mr. Pas sa vant made an ex tended
trip into Mary land and Vir ginia to can vass for the “Ob server” and also for
the first time to look in on the Gen eral Synod about to meet in Bal ti more.
At Fred er ick, Md., he met the Rev. Abra ham Reck of In di anapo lis, In di ana,
who was a del e gate on his way to the Gen eral Synod. Of this de light ful
meet ing he writes to his mother.

Here I be came ac quainted with Rev. A. Reck, a del e gate of the
Synod of the West to the Gen eral Synod, and never did I en joy such a
treat as the con ver sa tion of this ven er a ble sol dier of the cross and pi o- 
neer of the Lutheran Church in the West.

He is a man of about sixty and of re mark ably plain and sim ple ap- 
pear ance, but when in con ver sa tion, the fire of youth flashes from his
eyes and the en thu si asm of the de voted Chris tian shines from his
serene and ami able coun te nance. We were put into the same room for
the night and the clock struck one be fore we closed our eyes in sleep.
You know, dear mother, I have of ten spo ken to you of the West and
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have at dif fer ent times said that in that val ley my fee ble ef forts,
would be ex erted, if health is spared, for the cause of our Sav ior. Ex- 
pe ri ence, how ever, and grace have changed my ideas on this sub ject.
I have en deav ored to mark out no place for fu ture la bor but to place
the en tire mat ter in the hands of my heav enly Fa ther and calmly wait
un til He speaks where His ser vant shall go and work. If I know my
own heart, I am will ing to go any place, wher ever there are sin ners to
be saved and while I con fess my feel ings and heart all are with the
West, I am en deav or ing to pray, ‘Lord what wilt Thou have me to
do?’ There are a large num ber of del e gates and other min is ters at- 
tend ing the meet ing of the Gen eral Synod and eight or ten of our stu- 
dents are like wise present. Rev. Lint ner, D.D., of New York is pres i- 
dent and Rev. C. A. Smith is sec re tary. Some of the meet ings are of
great in ter est and a most ex cel lent spirit pre vails in all del e gates of
this body.

He sums up the re sults of his trip in these words:

I gained six pounds, got a sun burned face, in tro duced the ‘Ob- 
server’ into thirty-nine fam i lies, saw the coun try, walked two hun dred
miles, made a mul ti tude of ac quain tances, saw con sid er able of hu man
na ture and of the tri umphs of the Gospel over sin, rum maged into old
doc u ments, es pe cially on our Church, re gained my health more en- 
tirely, walked through a pair of soles and paid the ex penses of the
way.

About this time he is much ex er cised over the loss of the man ners and cus- 
toms of re fined so ci ety. He writes:

To be can did, I am even, if pos si ble, more of a bar bar ian than
when I left home last fall, for no kind mother or sis ter was near to
prune off the growth of the win ter and in this way you will doubt less
find me in the fall. I am get ting to say, ‘I can’t help it,’ but I mean
some thing very much like this old ex pres sion of my child hood…Sit u- 
ated as I am here in the sem i nary and hav ing no ac quain tances in
town, I as nat u rally sink into a state of in dif fer ence to the rules of
gen teel so ci ety as if shut up in the walls of a monastery. Stu dents, you
know, are a man ner less set all over the world and though per fectly at
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ease among them selves are ex ceed ingly awk ward in com pany. When
I think of this sub ject, I of ten fear it will in jure my use ful ness in the
world. But what can I do to undo the mat ter? I have re ceived in vi ta- 
tions enough to visit at those places where most of our stu dents re- 
sort, but find ing no plea sure or profit, have in vari ably de clined, pre- 
fer ring un couth man ners to the dull ness and te dium of con ver sa tion
in which I have no heart. I daily be come more in dif fer ent to the opin- 
ions and fash ions of the busy world with out; so, dear mother, if we
are spared to meet in the fall, you will please look over the blunt
ways of a stu dent and I will at the same time prom ise to study un der
the teach ing of the fam ily the re fine ments and rules of a civ i lized life.

For four suc ces sive years he had pre pared man u script for a Lutheran Al- 
manac. At last he had suc ceeded in hav ing it pub lished. He thus ex presses
his feel ings on read ing the first printed copy:

I re ceived a copy of the Eng lish Al manac on last Sat ur day. It looks
very gen teel as to the ’ out ward man’…The con clu sion of the whole
ob ser va tion I have had in this busi ness is that he who pur chases an
Al manac for six pence has the cheap est bar gain of his fel lows. I am
in deed glad it is ‘out’, af ter all my hopes and fears and la bor, and I
can now fer vently ask the bless ings of God as I have al ways done on
this hum ble at tempt to in fuse cor rect in for ma tion of our church and
he in sti tu tions among the dwellers in the lowly cab ins of the poor and
the stately man sions of the rich.

He had dis tinctly stip u lated that his name was not in any way to ap pear as
au thor and that he would ac cept no pe cu niary profit. All prof its were to go
into the trea sury of the “Par ent Ed u ca tion So ci ety”.

This Lutheran Al manac of the year of 1842 lies be fore us, as also a Ger- 
man edi tion with nearly all the mat ter of the orig i nal Eng lish. The later has
thirty-two pages, it is pub lished at the “Pub lish ing rooms” of the Evan gel i- 
cal Lutheran Church at Bal ti more. In ad di tion to the usual cal en dar mat ter,
this al manac con tains: Luther’s Cel e brated Prayer; Christ, our Ex am ple;
Prof. Francke’s rules for our con duct in com pany; A short his tory of Penn- 
syl va nia Col lege; of the The o log i cal Sem i nary at Get tys burg; Colum bus
Lit er ary and The o log i cal In sti tute; Hartwick Sem i nary; The o log i cal Sem i- 



61

nary of the Synod of South Car olina and ad ja cent states, at Lex ing ton,
South Car olina; Emaus In sti tute, Mid dle town, Pa.; “Par ent Ed u ca tion So ci- 
ety”; For eign Mis sion ary So ci ety; “The Book Com pany of the Evan gel i cal
Lutheran Church at Bal ti more”; In crease of min is ters dur ing the year 1841;
deaths of min is ters; a brief his tory of the Augs burg Con fes sion; list of
Lutheran pe ri od i cals; sta tis tics of the Lutheran Church in the United States;
Sta tis tics of the Lutheran Church in the world; list of Syn ods; al pha bet i cal
list of min is ters and their post-of fice ad dresses. Of this al manac eigh teen
thou sand copies were sold. The Lutheran Al manac num ber two was is sued
in 1843 and like its pre de ces sor was filled with use ful and ed i fy ing read ing.
Af ter this, Mr. Pas sa vant pub lished no fur ther al manac and oth ers took up
and con tin ued the work he had so aus pi ciously be gun.1

The Penn syl va nia Bible So ci ety had sent a re quest to the fac ulty of the
sem i nary that the stu dents can vass Adams County in the in ter est of its
work. The mat ter was laid be fore the stu dents and vol un teers were asked
for. Among the first to of fer them selves was Mr. Pas sa vant. The stu dents
were sent out like the sev enty, two and two. In July, 1841, William Pas sa- 
vant and William F. Eyster were sent out on this in ter est ing mis sion which
re quired ten days and nights in the moun tains. Here is his own ac count of
the work:

In the very hottest week we were sent over the coun try and were
en gaged in the dis tri bu tion of Bibles for ten days. The town ship as- 
signed to an other stu dent and my self lay prin ci pally among the
moun tains and the roads were so rocky and nar row that it was with
the great est dif fi culty that we drove our lit tle car riage. Such scenes as
we wit nessed among the poor char coal burn ers in the Al leghe nies!
Some of the peo ple had no idea of such a book as the Bible; oth ers,
when re quested to show us their Bible, would bring out some re li- 
gious book which they said in all sim plic ity was a ‘kind of a Bible’.
A few Catholics told us they ‘had no use for a Bible’ they had ‘their
prayer book and other good read ing in the house’. Some wept for joy
when we pre sented them with a copy of the Scrip tures, while oth ers
called us a set of spec u la tors and would have noth ing to do with us or
our books. We had to talk for our lodg ings and it would have amused
you to have seen me talk around an ig no ra mus of an Al bright for a
night’s en ter tain ment. I fi nally pre vailed, but such a place in a civ i- 
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lized com mu nity! Never did I leave a place with less re gret than this
one in Menallen town ship. More when we meet face to face.

His fel low mis sion ary, Dr. Eyster, writes this rem i nis cence of that Evan ge- 
lis tic tour:

Among the in ci dents con nected with Mr. Pas sa vant’s stu dent life
at the sem i nary is the mem ory of the Bible col por teur2 work among
the moun tains of Adams County, Penn syl va nia. To each pair of stu- 
dents was as signed the duty of a thor ough house-to-house ex plor ing
of a sin gle town ship. And so it came to pass that the writer of this
sketch was united with his friend and class mate, Pas sa vant, in this
good work. To us was as signed the most dif fi cult field. Menallen
town ship lies mostly among the moun tain re gions which stretch north
and south about seven or eight miles from Get tys burg. Its in hab i tants
for the most part wring a scanty sub sis tence from a rugged and stony
soil. Their ed u ca tional and re li gious op por tu ni ties were few and im- 
per fect. A large el e ment of the pop u la tion was Ro man Catholic.
Books of any kind were few among them and to many the Bible was
al most an un known book, ex cept as it was quoted in the Missal or
Prayer book. In one in stance when Mr. Pas sa vant in quired of the head
of a fam ily whether they had a Bible in the house, he seemed at first
doubt ful and then brought out a copy of Luther on the Gala tians
which some en ter pris ing ped dler had sold him, the only Bible he
knew or pos sessed.

It was, in deed, what Guthrie would have called a ‘beau ti ful field’
in the sense of need and op por tu nity. It was true, the work re quired
was dif fi cult and in some sense self-deny ing. The road was rough and
rocky, the scenery wild, the civ i liza tion of the moun taineers prim i- 
tive, and cer tainly they wasted no words of su per flu ous ci vil ity on the
stranger who called at their house with the strange ques tion, ‘Have
you a Bible?’ If the an swer was in most in stances cour te ous and to
the point, in some it was rude and re pelling. From a sin gle house, we
were re pelled with the sav age threat of a dog. Meals were ir reg u lar in
the ab sence of houses of pub lic en ter tain ment, but the hos pi tal ity ex- 
tended was gen er ally kind and cheer ful. Our room ing places at night
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were usu ally in some poor dwelling with such scanty ac com mo da- 
tions as the cir cum stances per mit ted. I look back to those far-off days
with a pleas ant mem ory of the cheer ful spirit with which my friend
and fel low stu dent car ried on this work of giv ing the Bread of Life to
the des ti tute. I can re call the echoes of his voice which of ten made
the moun tains ring with merry laugh ter over some amus ing in ci dent
in the day’s ex pe ri ence, — or the graver tones of his voice as he
poured out all his soul in deep est com pas sion over the spir i tu ally des- 
ti tute, re vealed all along our route. Those ten days of close as so ci a- 
tion and in ti mate friend ship in a good and blessed work re vealed to
me more fully the lov able Christ like spirit of my friend than many
days or years of more ca sual ac quain tance could have done. It was
then I felt im pressed as never be fore with the charm of his win ning
per son al ity over other minds. Un der its in flu ence na tive rude ness was
of ten changed to gen tle ness and re pulse into wel come. The mem ory
of that Bible can vass was to both of us among the most pleas ant in ci- 
dents of our sem i nary life and work, and an oc ca sion of de vout grat i- 
tude to God. In a let ter to me dated Feb ru ary 19th, 1892, brother Pas- 
sa vant writes: ‘Think of your old fel low trav eler on the moun tains of
Adams County and of fer up a ’Vater unser’ for him’.

A lit tle in ci dent of the Christ mas sea son of this year shows that Pas sa vant
never for got the poor among his friends.

In Canons burg he of ten had vis ited and as sisted poor old Mrs. Her ron,
who, like many aged dames of that day, took a good deal of com fort from
her pipe. So at Christ mas time he sent her through his friend of col lege
days, the Rev. R. B. McAfee, enough money to buy a cal ico dress, a hand- 
ker chief, a cord of wood, mo lasses for the buck wheat and a pound of smok- 
ing to bacco.

As we have seen, there was at this time a sad lack of Lutheran lit er a ture
in the Eng lish lan guage and much un Lutheran teach ing from the pul pits of
the Eng lish churches. The preach ing was of ten life less, dry and cold, sat is- 
fied with a form of god li ness but de void of its power, ad dress ing it self al- 
most en tirely to the in tel lect and ig nor ing the heart. On the other hand, there
was, es pe cially in Eng lish pul pits, a le gal is tic, un health ful, mor bid, emo- 
tional type of preach ing, made up of pi ous plat i tudes urg ing to sen ti men tal
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frames, phys i cal feel ings and sickly self-in spec tion. The in evitable re sult
was that many de vout and in quir ing souls were in the dark as to their own
sal va tion and passed their days un der a cloud, de void of peace and filled
with fears and fore bod ings. The ques tion, “What must I do to be saved?”
had never been clearly an swered for them. They knew not the Evan gel i cal
way of sal va tion. Here is one of hun dreds of sim i lar cases. Vir ginia Pas sa- 
vant wrote to her brother William:

You now wish to know whether I feel my sins to he for given —
and here I scarcely know what to say. So much do I fear to de ceive
you or still more my self on so im por tant a sub ject. I have some times
thought that my state might be that spo ken of in Mark 4: 28, ‘First the
Blade’, or that there might be a be gin ning like ‘A grain of mus tard
seed’, but then again I doubt that such is the case. While the proofs of
love which I re ceive from my fam ily and friends warm my heart with
grat i tude, the long suf fer ing love of God leaves me in sen si ble and
cold; and though I think I can say with sin cer ity that the great est wish
I have long formed for my self is for that peace which the world can
nei ther give nor take away and that in a mea sure I have sought for, I
can not be lieve when I look at the state of my heart and ex am ine the
mo tives which in flu ence my thoughts and ac tions that I am a true
Chris tian. I know that the Sav ior is more ready to grant for give ness
than we are to re ceive it and that I can never have sought for it aright,
and I cling too much to self and to a thou sand sins which pre vent me
from giv ing my whole heart to God. I think I un der stand the plan of
sal va tion through Je sus Christ and have heard and read too much on
the sub ject to be ig no rant of any thing which is nec es sary to be
known; the fault lies in my own heart.

Af ter the ex change of sev eral more let ters with her brother, Vir ginia also
found peace by sim ply ac cept ing Christ as the one Sav ior who had taken
away all her sins.

Feb. 12, 1842, Mr. Pas sa vant re ceived a let ter from Dr. B. Kurtz ur gently
re quest ing him to come about the first of June and take charge of the Ob- 
server dur ing his con tem plated ab sence and to be per ma nent as sis tant ed i- 
tor. In an other let ter Dr. K. in forms Mr. Pas sa vant that he will also be ex- 
pected to as sist in the build ing up of a new mis sion in the west ern part of
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the city where a church was in course of erec tion, as also at “Old town”
where Dr. Mor ris was start ing an other mis sion. For the ed i to rial work, a
salary of three hun dred and fifty dol lars a year was promised. Dr. K. also in- 
forms him that the Rev. Mr. Mor ris will ad vise and as sist him. Young Pas sa- 
vant had ex pe ri enced a num ber of spells of sick ness dur ing his stu dent
years and his con sti tu tion was con sid er ably weak ened. He had suf fered se- 
verely from a sore throat dur ing the late win ter. He some times feared that
he might not be able to serve the Mas ter with his voice but hoped that in
that case he might serve with his pen. His own in cli na tion, there fore, was to
ac cept Dr. Kurtz’s of fer, but he was still such a du ti ful and af fec tion ate son
and had such un bounded con fi dence in the judg ment of his mother that he
could not be lieve that it was God’s will un til he had the ap proval of his par- 
ents. He there fore asked his mother’s coun sel be fore he an swered Dr. Kurtz.

His mother an swered guard edly. She would pre fer that he first fin ish his
sem i nary course. Only in case that the state of his health re ally re quired a
change would it be ad vis able to leave the sem i nary. But even in the event of
his ac cep tance of the of fer, she hopes that it will not pre vent him from ul ti- 
mately be com ing a set tled pas tor as in fin itely prefer able to the still more fa- 
tigu ing, la bo ri ous and out wear ing life of an ed i tor who is men tally ha rassed
by a thou sand vex a tions and dis heart en ing at tacks from friends and foes.
She ad mits that the of fer has its ad van tages; e.g., in ter course with the world
and a con se quent im prove ment of man ners and ad dress; im prove ment in
style of writ ing; op por tu nity to hear great or a tors in the pul pit and on the
plat form; op por tu ni ties to per fect him self in the Ger man lan guage.

On the other hand, your fa ther is much afraid that com ing con tin u- 
ally in con tact with such an arch-re vival ist (Dr. K.) will make you,
en thu si as tic as you are by tem per a ment, still more Methodis ti cal…
The con clu sion of our de lib er a tion, there fore, is that you may ac cept
the of fer pro posed if you re ally be lieve that it will be ben e fi cial to
your health; but with the fol low ing con di tions added to those that you
men tioned in your last let ter: first, that the agree ment is to be made
for only one year. In that time you will have had a fair trial of how
you like it and I am al most cer tain that you will be dis gusted with the
con fin ing, bod ily labors and with the un avoid able con tro ver sies, ex- 
cite ments and man i fes ta tions of bit ter ness of spirit, of such a course
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of life. If your throat is then well, you can per haps fin ish your the o- 
log i cal stud ies at Prince ton.

Sec ond, your name is not to be bla zoned forth in the Ob server. …
To have you pub licly known as an as sis tant to Dr. K. would also cre- 
ate an un con quer able prej u dice against you in the minds of most of
the min is ters of the west where it was al ways your in ten tion to la bor
in the fu ture. Pas tor Schweitzer barth will rave when he finds out your
new em ploy ment. I ex pect noth ing else but that he will pray in the
pul pit that you may be pre served from the snares of wolves in sheep’s
cloth ing, the in vet er ate en e mies of the church. You may be sure that
we will not tell him of it.

The of fer was fi nally ac cepted by Mr. Pas sa vant. April 1st, he writes his last
let ter from Get tys burg to his mother. He warmly thanks his par ents for all
their kind as sis tance dur ing his col lege and sem i nary course. He has
counted up that they had sent him in all more than eleven hun dred dol lars.
He hopes to show him self grate ful and wor thy of the fa vors shown him. He
ar ranges to have the com ing sem i nary lec tures tran scribed and sent to him.
Be fore go ing to Bal ti more, he paid his par ents a short visit. Pass ing through
Pitts burgh, he stopped with his brother Sid ney over Sun day and preached to
the pris on ers in the pen i ten tiary.

The above-named Dr. Wm. F. Eyster, writes this rem i nis cence of sem i- 
nary days:

My ac quain tance with Mr. Pas sa vant be gan in the fall of 1840 in
the sem i nary at Get tys burg. He came a stranger into our new as so ci a- 
tions. I well re mem ber the pleas ing im pres sions of his face and man- 
ner. He was then in the bloom of his early man hood. A spir i tual mag- 
netism seemed to draw out to him the con fi dence and af fec tions of
his new com pan ions, pro duc tive of that strange power of per sonal in- 
flu ence which gained in strength through all the fu ture years of his
de voted and phil an thropic life.

On ev ery one who knew and watched him dur ing his stu dent life
in the sem i nary he im pressed the con vic tion that the work of prepa ra- 
tion for the sa cred min istry was a grave and real work de mand ing the



67

best en er gies of his mind and soul. The in ward spring of this sense of
duty was his fer vent piety. His love to God in Christ was ar dent and
con strain ing. It was a deep-seated rad i cal prin ci ple that in flu enced his
whole na ture, be ing and life.

He had a keen sense of hu mor and could per ceive all that was
grotesque and lu di crous. But I never knew him to be cyn i cal or to
find plea sure in sat i riz ing the faults and foibles of oth ers. His cheer ful
spirit found a joy in life, but along with this was united a grav ity of
soul that felt deeply the se ri ous, solemn as pect of life and longed for
op por tu nity to bear his share in toil ing and sac ri fic ing for the re lief of
the spir i tual and phys i cal health of hu man ity.

It was thus as a fel low stu dent dur ing these sem i nary days that I
learned to in ter pret and un der stand Mr. Pas sa vant and so un der stand- 
ing him, ad mired and loved him and was in turn loved by him
through all the fu ture years of his life.

The Rev. Dr. H. Ziegler wrote this rem i nis cence in the Memo rial Work man
pub lished af ter Dr. Pas sa vant’s death:

In the sem i nary brother Pas sa vant proved him self to be a Chris tian
of ar dent piety, true friend ship, and al ways ac tive in the Mas ter’s
work. In il lus tra tion of this, the fol low ing rem i nis cences are here with
given.

Six of us the o log i cal stu dents banded to gether to hold weekly de- 
vo tional meet ings in our pri vate rooms, for our spir i tual im prove ment
and ed i fi ca tion. The six were Wal ter Gunn, Wm. H. Har ri son, Ja cob
Sherer, Got tlieb Bassler, W. A. Pas sa vant and my self. The in ti mate
friend ship of the six there be gun and ce mented, con tin ued through
life. Four of these have long since gone home to re ceive their re ward.

Af ter the death of our lamented brother Bassler, Dr. Pas sa vant and
my self were the only two sur viv ing mem bers of the fra ter nity. We
fre quently spoke of this in recog ni tion of God’s good ness to us. But
we shall speak no more of this on earth — he has gone to his re ward
and I am left the lone one of the six — for what pur pose I know not.



68

Here I may use the words of David: ‘Be hold how good and how
pleas ant it is for brethren to dwell to gether in unity.’ To us it was, in- 
deed, good and pleas ant here, and it will be more so in the long here- 
after.

The the o log i cal stu dents of the sem i nary con sti tuted a mis sion ary
so ci ety for the pur pose of sup ply ing des ti tute places around Get tys- 
burg with min is tra tions of the Gospel. One of these sta tions was at
Cold Spring (also called Foun tain Dale), twelve to four teen miles
west of Get tys burg, in the moun tains. In 1841 or 1842, when brother
Pas sa vant and my self filled one of the ap point ments there, he se lected
for his text, Ne hemiah 2:18, ‘And they said, Let us rise up and build.
So they strength ened their hands for this good work.’

The de sign of this ser mon was to in duce the neigh bor hood to build
a house of wor ship. A church was ere long erected and ded i cated. For
some cause, how ever, the place was sub se quently ne glected un til it
be came a spir i tual wilder ness.

Of late the stu dent’s work has been re sumed there. An other church
is be ing built and from hence forth reg u lar ser vice will be held there,
where my self and young Pas sa vant sowed seed fifty years ago, some
of which is still bear ing fruit.

I will yet add that brother Pas sa vant’s in ter est and zeal in Home
Mis sions, as man i fested dur ing his sem i nary course, was con tin ued
through life with in creased and un abated earnest ness. It cul mi nated in
the or ga ni za tion of the Canada Synod and the Synod of Texas, and is
felt in many di rec tions in the far West. Be sides, it has per me ated the
Gen eral Coun cil, and awak ened its zeal in the work of Home Mis- 
sions. It is dif fused also through out the Gen eral Synod.

Dr. Pas sa vant’s fore sight, fifty years ago, con cern ing the need and work of
Home Mis sions in the Lutheran Church was far in ad vance of the age. May
he have many wor thy suc ces sors.

Dur ing the sem i nary course, Mr. Pas sa vant kept a pri vate jour nal record- 
ing the in ner ex pe ri ences of his spir i tual life. It is the most re mark able mod- 
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ern spir i tual record that we have ever read. Much of it would be wor thy of
be ing pub lished in sep a rate form for the de vo tional use of the o log i cal stu- 
dents and min is ters. It shows that its au thor was not yet clear on the great
foun da tion truths that con cern our sal va tion; that he had not fully ap pre- 
hended in all its bear ings the peace-bring ing doc trine of jus ti fi ca tion by
faith and the kin dred doc trine of grace through the means of grace.

But while mak ing due al lowance for this lack of doc tri nal clear ness at
this pe riod, we can not but ad mire and won der at the rare spirit of hu mil ity,
de vo tion, con se cra tion, prayer and love for his Sav ior.

The jour nal also shows what writ ers and books in flu enced his in ner life
at this pe riod. Had he had ac cess to good Eng lish trans la tions of Ger hard’s
Sa cred Med i ta tions; Arndt’s True Chris tian ity; Starke’s Hand Book and
Ser mons; Scriver’s Soul Trea sury, (See len schatz); Calvor’s Heav enly Lad- 
der of De vo tion; Starke’s Syn op sis and other such works which so beau ti- 
fully com bine doc trine and de vo tion and in which the Lutheran Church is
richer than any other church, his mind would have been clearer and his
heart more full of that happy quiet, trust, and peace, so char ac ter is tic of the
de vout Lutheran Chris tian.

As we read this jour nal we be gin to un der stand the se cret of that won- 
der ful life and of its mar velous achieve ments. We also see clearly what is
the cause of the bar ren ness in so much of our pas toral and church life. God
is ready to give grace and power and fruit to us as He was to give them to
Pas sa vant. Wher ever the same spirit of faith and of prayer, the same readi- 
ness to serve and to sac ri fice, and to spend and be spent, are present, there
the same bless ings will be present also. As noth ing that we can say can give
so clear an in sight into the in ner spirit and na ture of this young man in the
the o log i cal sem i nary, we present a few ex tracts from his jour nal.

The cap tion is: Do all to the glory of God.
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◊ Lutheran The o log i cal Sem i nary, Get tys burg, PA 1842

Jan. 1., 1841.

How swift the days and years of our life are pass ing along. Yes ter day
evening and this morn ing; how like the day of our birth and death! May
God so add grace to my weak and fee ble strength, as to sup port me in all
the tri als of the com ing year, so that in stead of my doubt ing heart, my
moun tain may be made strong. In Thy name. Blessed Je sus, would I be gin
the new year. In Thy strength would I fight against sin, and in hum ble re- 
liance on Thy blood would I pray for the par don of all my sins and guilt. To
Thy glory would I live and study and la bor and pray. Do help me to do all
things to Thy praise and honor. I have drawn up the fol low ing res o lu tions
and, with a firm con vic tion that I can do all things through Christ which
strength eneth me, I set them down in writ ing, where I can see and read
them ev ery day.

First, that I will in ad di tion to my present pri vate du ties, daily com mit
one verse of Scrip ture, com menc ing at the Epis tle to the Ro mans.
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Sec ond, that when ar gu ing with a Brother I will not in ter rupt him, while
speak ing.

Third, that when ever I feel in an in do lent state of mind, then I will cry
for help and go im me di ately to my stud ies.

Fourth, if pos si ble al ways to fin ish what ever I have com menced be fore it
lies on my hands.

Fifth, to en deavor to live more by sys tem, es pe cially in the time and
hours of study ing par tic u lar lessons and tran scrib ing the lec tures, etc.

Sixth, when ever any one gives me an un kind word, not to re ply be fore
go ing over the Lord’s Prayer.

Jan. 2.

Be gan the method of “a verse a day”, and find it an ex cel lent help to the
proper un der stand ing of the Holy Scrip tures. In II. Cor. 13:5, I find the
words, “Know ye not your own selves how that Je sus Christ is in you, ex- 
cept ye be repro bates;” af ter this can any one deny the pos si bil ity, yea the
ab so lute ne ces sity, of ev ery man’s know ing whether he is a Chris tian? Re- 
tired to rest at ten.

I wrote a let ter to a dear Chris tian brother in Penn syl va nia, and en cour- 
aged him to per se vere in the way of the Lord. Re tired to rest at eleven af ter
a pre cious sea son in pri vate du ties.

Jan. 4.

Not with stand ing a great deal of in ter rup tion the Lord granted me much lib- 
erty in prayer and read ing the Scrip tures. In look ing over the hours of the
past day, how many in stances of aw ful sins com mit ted do I find. Oh, what a
thorn in the flesh is my light dis po si tion, prompt ing me al most con tin u ally
to mirth and sin ful con duct. I can truly say, “It is of Thy mercy and good- 
ness, my God, that I am not con sumed”, and spurned from the seat of
mercy. But where can I go or whither shall I fly? Lord, I would humbly
come to Thee, for Thou only hast mercy and par don.

“In Thy dear wounds I’ll find re lief, And hide me when my trou bles
rise.”
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I feel a deeper work is nec es sary, and I long to be swal lowed up in the
love of the Sav ior; to de rive all my en joy ment from Him; to go to Him un- 
der ev ery temp ta tion and as sault; and to war against all sin, in the strength
of my Re deemer. Lord, Thou know est this is the sin cere de sire of my
heart.Oh, come quickly. Come quickly, and visit me with Thy sal va tion.
Wrote to sis ter Vir ginia on the sub ject of en joy ing a near ness to our blessed
Mas ter. May it be blessed to her soul.

Jan. 11.

Was en abled to be gin the day with prayer for the pres ence of God, as soon
as I awoke. I feel con scious of re peated in stances of a tri fling and thought- 
less dis po si tion dur ing the past day. Oh, when shall I feel the pres ence of
my Sav ior with such power as to ex clude all thought of sin and the world.
Spent a happy sea son in prayer this evening and felt it in deed a priv i lege to
call on God in prayer. Re tired to rest at ten.

To day my thoughts have wan dered on a sub ject which I have for once
and ever for bid den my self while in the course of prepa ra tion for the min- 
istry. May grace be given me to avoid ev ery thing which would draw away
my soul from the Sav ior. Re tired to rest at eleven.

To day while read ing in the “Ac counts of the Lutheran Church in Penn- 
syl va nia”, pub lished in Halle in 1744, my feel ings were very much drawn
out to those who risked all to preach Christ in the West ern World. Shall I
ever be thought wor thy of such an honor as this? The idea of pro claim ing a
Re deemer to a world in sin and mis ery, is to me the most ex cit ing and glo ri- 
ous of all other aims; and if I too am to take a part in the min istry, I will
thank and praise God through out all eter nity.

The Bible, I fear is not as pre cious to me as it once was. Then the good
book was my pocket com pan ion, and when ever alone its pre cious pages
were opened and read with de light. Is this be cause I do not read it enough?
Ex am ine and see what is the rea son of this, O my soul. Felt some en cour- 
age ment to con tinue on in earnest prayer for greater ho li ness of heart and
soul. On this sub ject I have re ceived much light from read ing the Mem oirs
of Car vasso, a brother of the Methodist con nec tion in Eng land. Re tired to
rest at ten.
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Jan. 23.

It is with a full heart that I sit down to record the mercy of God to my soul
dur ing the last week. Dur ing the last three days the can dle of the Lord of ten
shone in my heart and my de sires af ter ho li ness of body and soul were
stronger than ever. Surely this is of the Lord’s do ings, and not by works of
right eous ness which I have done. At dif fer ent times in prayer, I had the as- 
sur ance that my sins were all par doned for Je sus’ sake. And I was happy in
be liev ing. Oh, may this be but the be gin ning of good times to un wor thy me.
But af ter all, a dark cloud would now and then dim my vi sion and show me
the wicked ness of my un sanc ti fied heart. Lord, I would live nearer the cross
of my Mas ter, Je sus, and en joy His pres ence ev ery mo ment of this day.

“O, that I could for ever sit
 With Mary at the Mas ter’s feet!
 Be this my happy choice.
 My only care, de light and bliss,
 My joy, my heaven on earth be this,
 To hear the Bride groom’s voice.
 Oh, that I could with fa vored John,
 Re cline my weary head upon
 My dear Re deemer’s breast!
 From care and sin, and sor row free,
 Give me, O Lord, to find in Thee
 My ev er last ing rest.”

Jan. 25.

Af ter re tir ing to rest last night, a sweet and de light ful peace filled my heart
and I lay for an hour pour ing out my heart in praise to God for his gra cious
pres ence to un wor thy me. Much lib erty and peace was my por tion in the
pri vate du ties of this morn ing. How gladly would I have spent the day in
prayer to the prayer-an swer ing God. When I awoke this morn ing, my spirit
was per fectly in dif fer ent and while I cried for help to sus tain me through
the day, the pre cious words came to my mind, “I can do all things through
Christ strength en ing me”… Dur ing the day the pres sure of stud ies was so
great as al most to keep my thoughts from God and Heaven. But I longed for
the pres ence of Him “Whom my soul loveth”, and I was still happy in Him.
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How ought I to pray for the meek and gen tle spirit of Christ! To day sev eral
times the an gry pas sions rose within, and I was com pelled to ask my self,
are not all the joys you have lately ex pe ri enced the ef fect of nat u ral ex cite- 
ment in stead of the com forts of the Spirit? Lord help me to ex am ine and
prove my self in this mat ter. Let me be sim ple and hum ble as a lit tle child in
all my words and ac tions… Let me pray for the meek and lowly spirit of Je- 
sus.

Feb. 1.

This has been a good day to my soul, and the mys tery of jus ti fi ca tion by
faith is open ing be fore me. I find a con stant di a logue go ing on within, and
the ques tion of ten arises, “Are you not pre sum ing too much by ceas ing to
trust in works, for the grace of God?” “How can sim ple faith take away
your sins?” “Is not this a doc trine of con ve nience to get re leased from the
trou ble and gall of re pen tance?” Thank God my Bible an swers all these dif- 
fi cul ties for me and I re joice that “God can be just and yet the jus ti fier of
him who be lieveth in Je sus” and that it is by faith and not the works of the
Law that we stand ac quit ted in the pres ence of God.

Feb. 6.

Blessed be God for the bod ily af flic tions with which I am tried. They have
taught me to place all my de pen dence on God and have led me by a painful
course to feel that noth ing but faith in Christ can save my soul. Thanks to
the un speak able mercy of Him who maketh all things to work to gether for
good to those who love Him.Oh, how greatly have my views been al tered
since the be gin ning of this year! It seems scarcely pos si ble to be lieve that I
have pro fessed to love the Lord for so long a time, and never knew what
was meant by jus ti fy ing faith. Long have I prayed and sought for this great
bless ing, but no one di rected me and I en deav ored to ob tain it by the works
of the Law. Thanks to the un speak able mercy of God that I was shown that
noth ing but faith in Je sus Christ could give re lief. My peace has flowed out
like a river since then and I can not doubt of my ac cep tance with my heav- 
enly Friend! Glory to God for this change. If it is a delu sion, how pre cious
is the delu sion! Read con sid er able in the Mem oirs of White field, by
Phillips. There are many new and in ter est ing facts re lated of this blessed
“Gospel man”. Oh, may I fol low him as he fol lowed Christ… Wrote a let ter
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to Mr. Schweigert, the young man who is study ing at Canons burg. Re tired
to rest at eleven.

Feb. 10.

Rev. Cares and Reynolds preached this evening. As I lis tened to the lat ter
ad dress ing an au di ence of anx ious en quir ing souls, as if in a lec ture room,
an aw ful hor ror chilled my very soul. May God en able me (if spared to la- 
bor in the cause) to be earnest and im por tu nate in urg ing sin ners to re pen- 
tance and in warn ing them to flee the wrath to come. How can any one
speak in a cold and for mal man ner on such an oc ca sion? Me thinks the plain
truths of God’s good book must make the min is ter earnest and all on fire.
Per haps this ser mon was per mit ted, to make us feel that all the power is of
God and that vain is the help of man!

Hope of ten sinks within me and the prospect of be ing pre vented from
en ter ing the min istry fills me with dis may. The swelling in my throat does
not seem to grow less and when I think of the prob a ble con se quences of
such a dis ease my heart sick ens and I am ready to faint from ab so lute de- 
spair. But why this mur mur ing and re pin ing? Surely the God of heaven will
do right! Lord, Thou know est the de sire which is up per most in my heart.
But Thy will not mine be done. Here am I, ready at Thy com mand to go to
the ut ter most parts of the earth and preach Christ cru ci fied. Speak but the
word and Thy ser vant shall be made ev ery whit whole.

Feb. 13.

Em ployed this af ter noon in read ing Tholuck’s ser mons. Blessed be God that
there are not want ing faith ful wit nesses for His cause in Ger many. Surely
true re li gion is the same in ev ery clime and in ev ery age, and when I read
the writ ings of such a one, an ApoUos in very deed, mighty in the Scrip- 
tures, and find that faith in Christ is held up as the con di tion of our ac cep- 
tance with God, I am more and more con firmed in the con vic tion that God
in His in fi nite mercy has brought me to know how He can be just and still
the jus ti fier of him that be lieveth in Je sus.

Feb. 14.
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Have de ter mined by the help of God to have an Eng lish con gre ga tion es tab- 
lished in the city of Cincin nati. The plan is, to col lect two hun dred dol lars
and with this sum as sist a sin gle man dur ing the first year of his la bor. At
present I em ploy my leisure hours in writ ing a se ries of ar ti cles in the Ob- 
server on this sub ject. In the first num ber which will ap pear to mor row, I
started a sub scrip tion to this ef fect with twenty-five dol lars. Some I ex pect
to re ceive from my Al manac. May the bless ings of God rest upon this hum- 
ble at tempt to do good work.

Feb. 21.

En joyed a de light ful sea son in read ing the Scrip tures and prayer, but did not
pos sess a calm and meek spirit dur ing the past day. Was greatly trou bled by
vis i tors whose con ver sa tion was not of such kind as to help on the soul in
the di vine life. Made con sid er able progress in the Ger man stud ies and
worked a cou ple of hours at the hymn book which I am now pre par ing for
the press. Have con cluded to call it the “Cot tage Hymns”. Blessed be God
for the priv i lege of thus la bor ing in the cause of the Re deemer.

Lord’s day, 25.

My time dur ing the past has been taken up in at tend ing to the du ties of the
sem i nary and work ing at the “Cot tage Hymns”. I have read noth ing but the
Bible dur ing this time and have rea son to bless God for much com fort and
in struc tion. This shall be my man of coun sel and my sys tem of the ol ogy.
May I read and study it with child like sim plic ity and re ceive the word in the
love of it. As long as I know so lit tle of the Bible I shall study noth ing in the
shape of sys tems of di vin ity, they are mere dross in com par i son with the
pure gold of the Word.

The blessed Lord has opened the hearts of His ser vants to the wants of
our brethren in Cincin nati. Two hun dred and fifty-five dol lars are pledged,
though only two hun dred dol lars were pro posed. Sent off the fourth num ber
on this sub ject to the Ob server this evening. My poor lit tle es says are awak- 
en ing an in ter est ill this cause and I humbly trust the en ter prise will be car- 
ried through this fall. To God be all the glory. Oh, for a heart to thank Him
for this priv i lege of do ing a lit tle ser vice in the Mas ter’s cause. Amen.
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Read con sid er able in the life of Joseph Alleine, the au thor of the
“Alarm”. Truly he was a burn ing and shin ing light in the midst of a crooked
and per verse gen er a tion. As he re sem bled Christ, may I im i tate him. Took a
walk of sev eral miles with brother Gunn. We spoke of our spir i tual state,
and re tired to a wood to spend a sea son in prayer. It was good to be there.

Oct. 29.

Re turned from home the day be fore yes ter day in good health and cir cum- 
stances of mercy. Had a de light ful Chris tian com pany in the stage, and the
road from Pitts burgh to this place was spent in speak ing of the things of
God and singing the sweet hymns of Zion. Blessed be God for the com mu- 
nion of saints in this lower world.

De ter mined to be gin this ses sion by fast ing and prayer and was thus en- 
gaged when one of our old stu dents paid us a visit. I was so en gaged in con- 
ver sa tion that my thoughts wan dered en tirely off and I nev er more thought
of fast ing till I found my self by the din ner ta ble. Shame on me! I did not re- 
sume these du ties af ter din ner, my res o lu tion was bro ken and I spent the
day to very lit tle pur pose. En deav ored to cast my self in the arms of my
heav enly Fa ther, and think I felt that the blood of Christ cleanseth from all
sin. When I com pare the views and feel ings of last ses sion to those I now
have, I fear I have made lit tle progress dur ing the va ca tion, per haps none at
all! If I know my own heart I do de sire to serve and love God, but there is
such an in dif fer ence and want of spir i tu al ity in all my at tempts and prayers,
that I al most de spair of get ting free from this mis er able state. Come quickly,
Lord, and bring de liv er ance. Gave five dol lars to a poor stu dent and five
dol lars more to as sist the mis sion in P… I have been greatly en cour aged
since my re turn by hear ing that sev eral per sons have been moved by my
hum ble es says in the Ob server to go to Cincin nati. It is not known who
wrote them. Let not this en ter prise fall through, mer ci ful God, but pros per it
for Thine own glory. Amen. Good Fa ther Reck has an idea of go ing there as
a mis sion ary, Hope and pray he may not give it up.

6th.

Went to the mis sion sta tion in Foun tain Dale in com pany with brother
Gunn. Had an in ter est ing though a cold ride. Slept with Mr. B. and was very
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kindly treated. Af ter sup per paid a visit to a fam ily a quar ter mile off, where
there was a young boy who greatly de sires to ob tain an ed u ca tion. Gave
him such ad vice as we thought ap pro pri ate. Be fore leav ing asked per mis- 
sion to have fam ily wor ship which was granted with all readi ness. Brother
Gunn made some feel ing re marks, and I closed with prayer. As a mat ter of
course we rec om mended the Lutheran Ob server to him, and he will ingly
sub scribed.

Preach ing this morn ing by Dr. Krauth from the words “Blessed is the
man who trusteth in Thee”. Feel sorry that I ex pressed my self so freely on
the char ac ter of his preach ing. On ac count of the ab sence of brother B. I su- 
per in tended the col ored Sun day school. Eighty schol ars were present, and
ev ery thing was done de cently and in or der. A poor drunken man came in
and re mained qui etly seated dur ing the whole time. Took him out in the pas- 
sage and spoke with him on the dan ger he was in of los ing his soul in hell,
by in dulging in this vice. He hear kened as a poor drunk ard usu ally does.
Said he knew all these things. I then re peated to him that he who knew his
Mas ter’s will and did it not, would be pun ished with many stripes. He re- 
turned with me to the school and be haved very well. God have pity on this
poor man, and use me as an in stru ment to bring him to Thee. Made an ad- 
dress to the school. Con sid er able lib erty in speak ing, though not with out
temp ta tions to be spir i tu ally proud. Saw some tears flow, they were as fire
in my bones and aroused me to great earnest ness in urg ing re pen tance and
faith in Christ.

The brethren who were at Foun tain Dale brought the the news that a
mighty work is go ing on in Lanes boro. Glory to God in the High est! Let it
spread most glo ri ously over the whole coun try. Amen and amen. Gray-
headed sin ners are among the con verts and young men and women. To God
be all the praise.

As there was no con fer ence this morn ing on ac count of Dr. Schmucker’s
ab sence, spent the time in read ing the Scrip tures and Fletcher’s Life. Am
sur prised and re joiced to find my ex pe ri ence on the sub ject of jus ti fy ing
faith so like his own. And I bless God that my views were not gained from
books or trea tises but in the bit ter yet blessed school of ex pe ri ence. Preach- 
ing or rather read ing in church this morn ing by Prof. Reynolds. What a
pitiable sub sti tute for the preached Gospel are these mod ern dis courses!
Went to see a Ger man fam ily in the af ter noon to lend them some tracts but
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no one was home, so I went to a sec ond house and left one with a prayer for
its suc cess. Had a con ver sa tion this evening with one of the col lege stu- 
dents, pleaded and prayed with him to be stir him self and la bor for the con- 
ver sion of his com pan ions. En deav ored to show him that now was the time
to be use ful, and urged him not to put off mak ing ef forts un til he should en- 
ter the min istry. Hope my ef forts were not in vain. Wrote a let ter to Miss M.
in Canons burg en clos ing three dol lars for my poor old widow there, and
also a sec ond let ter to them be seech ing them to make their peace with God
ere they are no more. Re tired to rest with a calm and peace ful mind and
with many prayers for bless ings on the labors of the past day.

Yes ter day evening brother S., the young man whom I brought from
Canons burg, gave me the his tory of his con ver sion. How was I hum bled
when he men tioned me as the in stru ment of arous ing him from the se cu rity
of his nat u ral life! Glory to God in the high est for this amaz ing honor. Let
me not be come puffed up with self on ac count of it but be made more hum- 
ble and lit tle in my own sight.

Sev eral of the lit tle girls and boys of our stew ard came to my room and
re cited the hymns I had given them. We sang sev eral of them to gether. I
then gave them some ap pro pri ate tracts to read and bade them come again.
Query, are they not old enough to be come the dis ci ples of Je sus, and can I
not strive to make them such?

Sab bath day, Dec. 5.

Have had a slight at tack of fever for sev eral days past. Dur ing this time I
have been in great dark ness, re sult ing from omis sion of known and im por- 
tant du ties.

In stead of be com ing meeker un der the rod of af flic tion, I made an ex- 
cuse for my in dis po si tion, and did not give the al lot ted time to prayer and
the word. Shame on me! Was not care ful to con ceal the faults of a brother,
on the con trary, spoke of them where I should not. My in iq ui ties have risen
above me and my sins are more than the hairs of my head.

On Thurs day evening the Lutheran Ob server came to hand in form ing
me that one of the Ohio Syn ods and the Synod of the West had pledged
them selves to raise four hun dred dol lars for the sup port of the mis sion ary at
Cincin nati. The ven er a ble Fa ther Reck has been sent there and the mis sion
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has com menced! Ten thou sand praises to the glo ri ous name of the Lord. I
am over whelmed with grat i tude and joy at this happy re sult of my poor
labors. Blessed be His name that the weak things of this world are taken to
con found the things that are mighty. Surely it was God who put it into my
heart to write these ar ti cles and it was the same Almighty power who dis- 
posed the hearts of the brethren to lend a help ing hand. On read ing this in- 
tel li gence I closed the door and bowed my knees in prayer and praise to
Him who hath the hearts of all men in His hands. Oh, may I be kept hum ble
and lowly un der all this honor which God has put upon me.

While on a visit at the H. I heard a ser mon which I pray I may never for- 
get. In the course of the con ver sa tion I used a coarse word which was both
undig ni fied and vul gar. The lit tle boy who was sit ting at the ta ble and hear- 
ing it com menced laugh ing most bois ter ously so that his mother had to re- 
prove him. The re proof came from an un ex pected quar ter and went like
light ning to my in most soul. Friends pass over our faults out of re spect to
our feel ings and in this way we ob serve them not, but when chil dren and
do mes tics make an er ror on our ac count it is time to watch out and guard
against them.

Lord’s day, Dec. 19.

Sent a com mu ni ca tion on the sub ject of the mis sion to C. to the Ob server,
en clos ing thirty dol lars to this ob ject. Five dol lars of this I begged and the
other twenty-five are from my “poor purse.” Blessed be God, I have been
able to give away forty-two dol lars dur ing the last twelve months to dif fer- 
ent benev o lent ob jects. I have at tained this amount by mak ing no un nec es- 
sary ex penses, by wear ing plain clothes and by tak ing care of them and by
the pro ceeds of my Al manac. It is well for me that I have no worldly poses- 
sions, for I fear I could not keep them, the cry for spir i tual bread is so great!
How ever, my pocket has never been empty dur ing all this time, a thing that
is quite un ac count able to me.

Sat ur day evening paid a visit to the re formed drunk ard who ac com pa- 
nied me to Rock Creek Chapel. Spoke with him re spect ing his soul, and he
seemed some what moved. He in formed me that he had not been to church
till lately for nine years. May God have mercy on him. Amen.
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Am a lit tle cast down in spirit on ac count of the con tin ued sore ness of
my throat. But my times are in Thy hands, Lord of hosts. I can trust Thee
for a sound throat.

Foun tain Dale, Penn syl va nia, Jan. 4., 1842.

Brother Brown and I went out this morn ing up the moun tain and con tin ued
un til evening vis it ing from house to house. In all fif teen fam i lies were vis- 
ited, with all of whom we read the Scrip tures, prayed, and warned ev ery one
sep a rately as God gave us grace. In al most ev ery. house we found some
slain by the Spirit, both old and young, moral ists and drunk ards, Jerusalem
sin ners, and Gospel-hard ened.

A num ber of fam i lies have com menced fam ily wor ship and have re- 
solved that, let oth ers do as they will, as for them and their houses, they will
serve the Lord.

6th.

Vis ited a fam ily of the Methodist Church sev eral miles from this place, who
are en gaged in the whiskey busi ness, and en deav ored to show them the sin- 
ful ness of their con duct. The son was not at home but the cause found an
ad vo cate in the old lady. She spoke at great length of “The wit ness of the
spirit,” and “The fruits of good liv ing,” but could not see any sin in giv ing
poi son to her fel low men. Gave her John Wes ley’s rule “Never to en gage in
any thing on which we could not ask the bless ing of God.”

Lord’s day, 9th.

This evening was our last meet ing and as I felt con cerned for the wel fare of
those who had made a com mence ment in the new life, I preached from
these words, “And Ruth said. En treat me not to leave thee or re turn from
fol low ing af ter thee; for whither thou goest I will go; and where thou
lodgest I will lodge; thy peo ple shall be my peo ple and thy God my God.”
Ev ery space was crowded to ex cess and some out in the cold; though I was
weak, God so might ily stood by and strength ened me that I spoke with ease
and great en large ment for the space of an hour. I en deav ored to show the
char ac ter, man ners, du ties, etc. of God’s peo ple in such a way that those
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who had been lately jus ti fied might be ben e fited, and what was meant by
tak ing God as our God. The con clu sion was aw fully solemn and tears fell
like the rain. Af ter I con cluded brother Lef fler bade them in like man ner
farewell. We then sang a part ing hymn… We then united in prayer and were
dis missed. Af ter this we shook hands and amid many kind wishes and much
weep ing bade them adieu.

Oh how de light fully has the last week passed away! The sweet hours
spent in vis it ing from house to house and point ing souls to Je sus, will not
soon be for got ten. Nei ther Will we soon for get the scenes of God’s power
which were wit nessed in the School house in Foun tain Dale. We may well
say, “What hath God wrought!” Up wards of thirty per sons of dif fer ent ages
and both sexes, have, we trust, been jus ti fied by faith in Je sus Christ. Prob a- 
bly a score or more are still seek ing de liv er ance from their sins. That these
pre cious souls might not be turned to the world, we or ga nized a prayer
meet ing to be held ev ery Sab bath evening, and thir teen per sons have sig ni- 
fied their will ing ness to unite in prayer. God help them all to con tinue unto
the end. Two prob lems have been solved in my mind by these means. First,
that I am so far re cov ered from sore throat that I may yet be come use ful in
the Mas ter’s ser vice. Sec ondly, that I shall not be un der the ne ces sity of
writ ing out my ser mons, but can speak with free dom af ter faith fully study- 
ing the sub ject.

13th.

No di ary since Mon day. I feel ev ery day the need of a deeper work within. I
want more love, more meek ness, more char ity, more faith and con fi dence in
the prom ises of God. Be liev ing that fast ing will prove of the great est ben e fit
to my growth in the love of Christ, I hereby re solve in the strength of God:
to ab stain from an i mal food on Wednes days and Fri days and so ar range my
stud ies that I will be able to de vote much of this time to med i ta tion and
prayer. In look ing over the past day, I am clearly con vinced of the fol low ing
sins: One, de sire for praise; two, waste of time; three, in grat i tude to God for
mer cies; four, want of meek ness and heav enly mind ed ness; five, eat ing
more than a suf fi ciency of food. May God give me grace to shun them for
time to come.
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Had a long walk and con ver sa tion with brother Ziegler. The ques tion
was, “How can we make our selves more use ful than hereto fore?” The an- 
swer agreed upon was, first, by pray ing more fer vently for an out pour ing of
the Spirit in our midst. Sec ond, by walk ing more con stantly be fore God and
our fel low men. Third, by em brac ing ev ery op por tu nity of speak ing to
brethren of the col lege and urg ing them to more di rect ef fort for the con ver- 
sion of their fel low stu dents. May we have grace from on high to do our
duty in these things.

Vis ited Prof. Baugher this evening but not find ing him home walked
down to the “poor house” where I found a poor, sick man with whom I con- 
versed and prayed.

18th. and 19th.

Re ceived a let ter from Dr. Mor ris, on the re cep tion of which I com menced
writ ing a pref ace to Luther’s Pref ace to the Ro mans, and con tin ued writ ing
till twelve in the night. To day I fin ished. May souls be saved by this lit tle
trea tise… Took a walk and met with a poor Ger man break ing stones on the
turn pike. We con versed to gether for an hour on the sub ject of re li gion. I
think I could see some thing like spir i tu al ity in his con ver sa tion. Per haps he
may be one of God’s dear chil dren! Promised to pay him a visit out in the
coun try Read con sid er ably in the jour nal of John Wes ley. What a saint!
How beau ti fully the fruits of the Spirit were man i fested in his walk and
con ver sa tion.

Jan. 30.

Spent the greater part of the af ter noon in read ing Wes ley’s jour nal.

Feb. 1.

Have spent a most heart less day. The rea son is plain: I was not dili gent in
busi ness and con se quently not fer vent in spirit. These two things al ways go
hand in hand with me. Lord, make me more care ful to im prove and re deem
the time In re view ing the past days of my life, I am clearly con vinced: one,
that half of my time has been lost by the want of sys tem, two, that if I wish
to be come use ful in the church I must study more and that more thor oughly.
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In or der to rem edy the first and carry out the sec ond, I hereby lay down for
my di rec tion the fol low ing rules:

First, be fore re tir ing at night I will make a sys tem of ac tion for the com- 
ing day.

Sec ond, be fore go ing into the room of a brother, I will ask my self, “Is it
ab so lutely nec es sary?”

Third, When I visit the room of any one I will at tend to my mes sage and
go away.

Fourth, That I will study more crit i cally, fre quently ask ing my self, “Do I
com pre hend the au thor’s mean ing,” and af ter hav ing gone over the les son,
ask, “Can you give the ar gu ments and facts as they oc cur?”

Oh may God help me to ob serve these sim ple di rec tions! Then can I live
twice where be fore I scarcely lived once.

1. The state ment has been made and pub lished that Dr. Pas sa vant
com posed the first Eng lish Lutheran Al manac in the United States.
This is a mis take. There lies be fore us “The Lutheran Al manac for the
year 1836 (which refers to the is sue of the pre vi ous year) Troy, N. Y.,
pub lished by the Lutheran Re vival Tract So ci ety and sold by N. Tut tle,
printer and agent, 225 River St.,; and also at the gen eral de pos i tory,
Al bany, No. 70, cor ner of Ly dius and Green streets., price six and one
quar ter cents, four dol lars a hun dred”. Its sta tis tics show two hun dred
and eigh teen min is ters, twenty-seven li cen ti ates, eight hun dred and
twenty-two con gre ga tions and four the o log i cal sem i nar ies.↩ 

2. Ped dling. [Ed.]↩ 
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5. First Charge And Work In
Bal ti more

AS WE HAVE SEEN from Mr. Pas sa vant’s jour nal, be fore he left Get- 
tys burg, he had un der taken to raise money for an Eng lish Lutheran Church
in Cincin nati. In this he had suc ceeded and at his sug ges tion the Rev. A.
Reck was sent there. This was the be gin ning of Eng lish Lutheran work in
Cincin nati.

On his way from Zelieno ple, where he had taken a short rest, to Bal ti- 
more, he stopped at Wheel ing, preached Eng lish in the Ger man church and
was deeply im pressed with the need of an Eng lish mis sion there. He tried to
in ter est some oth ers, but they were not so san guine and the work was de- 
layed for a time. Dur ing the same sum mer he be gan to ag i tate for an Eng- 
lish church, in Louisville, Ky. To this end he cor re sponded with the Rev. M.
R. Mc Ch es ney, per son ally in ter ested lead ing men in the east and ad vo cated
the project in the Ob server. This re sulted in the be gin ning of the Eng lish
work in that city.

Ar riv ing at Bal ti more, young Pas sa vant found him self in the of fice of
“The Book Com pany of the Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church in the United
States” as nom i nally as sis tant ed i tor of the Ob server but re ally, as far as the
work was con cerned, prin ci pal ed i tor Dr. Kurtz told him on his re turn from
his jour ney that “all things had been con ducted ac cord ing to his mind in his
ab sence which had never be fore been the ease”. Mr. Pas sa vant writes his
mother: “The dif fi cul ties of the times have given Dr. Kurtz a con sid er able
de gree of sour ness in all his deal ings with oth ers but to wards me he has
hith erto man i fested a kind spirit and I can not com plain of any thing wrong
in this quar ter”.

His for mer fel low stu dent, the youth ful Charles Porter field Krauth, was
la bor ing in a sub urb of Bal ti more as a li cen ti ate of the Mary land Synod. His
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field had been se lected by the Rev. Dr. J. G. Mor ris. The mis sion was called
“The Con gre ga tional Church in Can ton ad join ing Bal ti more”. The field is
thus de scribed by Mr. Krauth in his jour nal:

A large por tion of the in hab i tants are, how ever, from the very
dregs of the city. The num ber of in hab i tants within a dis tance pre sent- 
ing no rea son able ob sta cle to their at ten dance on my preach ing, is
per haps two hun dred, yet even of this com par a tively small num ber
only a small mi nor ity are at ten dants on di vine wor ship, and of the
twenty or twenty-five who at tended chapel but one man makes a pro- 
fes sion of re li gion. He to gether with two or three pi ous ladies and
my self, are the forces with which the Lord has seen proper to take
field against sa tan in this place. ‘Not by might, not by power, but by
my Spirit,’ is the great est dec la ra tion that He has made of His mode
of op er a tion. In Him then we will trust; may He, as He has of ten
done, con quer the mighty by the weak, and by the lit tle leaven im pen- 
e trate and mod ify the whole lump.

The Sun day school num bers about twenty-five to day, hav ing
nearly dou bled its num ber since the Sab bath I came. There are now
three fe male and three male teach ers in clud ing my self.

Af ter la bor ing there for nine months, Mr. Krauth writes:

My con gre ga tion at Can ton does not in crease rapidly, nor in deed
is there the ma te rial here for a con gre ga tion. There are per haps one
hun dred and fifty or two hun dred from whom the church is at a con- 
ve nient dis tance, in clud ing all men, women, chil dren and in fants. Of
these some at tend on the Point, some can not be per suaded to at tend
any where, some are drunken and worth less crea tures, so that af ter
hav ing gath ered in all the ma te rial that can be worked upon, there are
not a dozen fam i lies to whom we can rea son ably look for sup port.
The project is un ten able, in this present form al most fool ish, and I en- 
ter tain no doubt what ever, that in an other sphere I might be in cal cu la- 
bly more use ful. If the rep re sen ta tions made to me by some in re gard
to the un health ful ness of the place should be at all re al ized, I shall not
be able to stay; but I think they are ex ag ger ated. It is un doubt edly
fever-and-ague-ish".
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To show some thing of the char ac ter of the mis sion work to be done there,
we give this char ac ter is tic ac count by Mr. K. of one of his pas toral vis its:

I de vote ev ery af ter noon to vis it ing. I go to a house at which I
have never been. Tap, tap, tap. En ter, a dirty woman, a lit ter of pup- 
pies, three dirty chil dren, like the king and the two fid dlers in the
play. ‘What do you want?’ ‘I am the preacher, ma’am, I preach in the
lit tle white church over here. ’Yes, sir.’ ‘I guess, ma’am, I’ll walk in
and take a seat.’ ‘Well, I guess you can. Run, Tommy, empty the
wash wa ter out of the big tub, and turn it up for the gen tle man to sit
on, and put a bone on the fire and blow it up clare.’ ‘Ain’t no bone,
mammy, pup run off with it; hoop’s off the big tub. The gen tle man
will get spilled if he sits on it.’

By this time I have made my way into the room that com bines
within it self the var i ous char ac ters of the din ing room, draw ing room,
kitchen, wood house, ash hole, dirt box, sleep ing room, nurs ery, par- 
lor. A bed stead with out a bed, a hearth with out a sin gle coal, the half
of a wood cut once oc cu py ing the head of a cir cus plac ard pasted over
the man tel piece, a hand ful of the leaves of a worm-eaten and dust-
cov ered Bible — a ta ble with two whole legs, with one bro ken one,
and with an other one not there, a tri an gu lar piece of look ing glass
fixed over it with two tacks and a piece of shoe maker’s wax, the bowl
and part of the stem of a com mon to bacco pipe, and one soli tary skil- 
let, with the same num ber of feet as Ionic verse, con sti tuted the fur ni- 
ture.

As the fore ground to this pic ture let me present to your no tice the
afore said mother, chil dren, pup pies, and the pulices ir ri tantes (which
last an i mated lit tle be ing, how ever, no liv ing au thor but Combe could
prop erly de velop or bring into full view). Then in the far thest cor ner
with the brow as dark metaphor i cally, as dirt had ren dered it lit er ally,
stood the old est daugh ter over that very tub, whose con tents the rep- 
re sen ta tions of Tommy in re gard to the un sound ness of the ves sel had
for a time spared. The chair on which it stood had three legs, and the
place of the fourth was sup plied by the knee of the young lady, to
whom, if I mis take not, the mother ap plied the ro man tic ti tle of
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Pump kin-blos som, or some other of about the same length and
equally eu pho nious. Her red arms, bare to the shoul der, gave sup port
and mo tion to a tremen dous pair of hands which with firm grasp had
seized on the lower ex trem ity of a soli tary lit tle shirt, which floated
‘alone along upon the wide, wide sea’ of soap suds. Be fore I had com- 
pleted the rapid sur vey which I have de tailed, one of the chil dren had
crawled un der the bed and now, giv ing a loud yell of tri umph, next
mo ment came forth in clouds of feath ers and fine dust, hold ing vig or- 
ously to the hin der leg of that an i mal so hated by Jews, so cher ished
by the sons of green Erin. Oh what a scene then took place! ’ Ye
devil’s brats, ye! Lit go of Tony’, screamed the mother. ‘Bate him,
Billy — pull him Billy boy — give it to him — twitch his lit tle tail,’
roared the young ones, who fairly kicked in ec static de light as Tony
ran here and there drag ging the boy af ter him, squeal ing such ag o niz- 
ing notes, tear ing ev ery nerve. Glad to es cape from this scene, and
sat is fied for the present that I could do noth ing, I made a hasty re- 
treat."

In less than a year af ter he had taken charge, Mr. K. re signed and rec om- 
mended his friend Mr. Pas sa vant as his suc ces sor. The peo ple there fore in- 
vited Mr. Pas sa vant to preach for them. He con sented on this con di tion, that
they would per mit him to or ga nize a Lutheran Church. To this they read ily
agreed and so he took tem po rary charge of Can ton as his first pas torate and
or ga nized ‘The First Eng lish Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church of Can ton’. The
lit tle flock was made up of mixed and het ero ge neous ma te rial. They of fered
him a small salary.

“But,” he says, “as I was only la bor ing for them on Sun days and my
labors were very poor for want of due prepa ra tion, I re fused to re ceive any- 
thing”. On ac count of his labors on the Ob server, he did not in tend to be
per ma nent pas tor but hoped that the church of Can ton would be placed un- 
der the care of an other. He was pressed, how ever, by Dr. Mor ris to ac cept a
reg u lar call to Can ton and also to an other church at Old town on Mon u ment
St., called Luther Chapel. The call to these two mis sions is as fol lows:

"BAL TI MORE, AU GUST 29, 1842.

To the Rev. Mr. Pas sa vant,
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Dear Sir:

At a meet ing of the coun cil of the Lutheran con gre ga tion at Can ton and
at Luther Chapel, Mon u ment St., the fol low ing res o lu tion was unan i mously
adopted.

‘Re solved that the Rev. Mr. Pas sa vant be in vited to take the pas toral
charge of the two con gre ga tions for six months and that a com pen sa tion or
salary of 150 be of fered him for that time’.

In ac cor dance with the above res o lu tion we, in be half of the con gre ga- 
tions which we rep re sent, re spect fully so licit you to oc cupy our pul pits for
the time men tioned and in the event of your ac cep tance of our in vi ta tion
sin cerely hope that God will abun dantly bless your labors amongst us.

Yours very re spect fully,

NATHAN BOWEN WILLIAM LUS LEY WM. TENS FIELD WM. A. WESONG HENRY

MOWRY THOMAS H. COUL SON."

At Luther Chapel the out look was bet ter than at Can ton. Mr. Pas sa vant
writes his mother:

Luther Chapel was erected by Dr. Mor ris’s mem bers as a house for
a new Sun day School which they had es tab lished in this part of the
city and as a tem po rary church. It will hold be tween three and four
hun dred peo ple. Here I have not yet or ga nized a con gre ga tion. Last
Sun day morn ing, I preached at this place for the first time. About
ninety or one hun dred per sons were present, al most all of whom are
of Lutheran parent age, and ex pect to at tend reg u larly. This chapel is
lo cated most fa vor ably for us, and I have not a doubt, but that I shall
be able to or ga nize a con gre ga tion of from fif teen to thirty mem bers
by the first of Jan u ary, 1843. Our Sun day school num bers one hun- 
dred and sixty-two schol ars and in creases ev ery day. The best of all
is, that we are al most out of debt, only five hun dred dol lars re main ing
against us. This shall be paid by spring, and then we will owe no man
any thing but love. I men tion these things in or der to give you some
idea of this im mense field, which cov ers the whole of Old town, and
to cor rect the wrong idea you are un der that I will have but a few
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fam i lies to visit. On the con trary I must visit from house to house and
have much more of this kind of duty than Mr. Mor ris or Krauth."

Mr. Pas sa vant was li censed by the Mary land Synod in Fred er ick, Md., on
the evening of Oct. 17., 1842. Mr. Krauth was or dained by the same Synod
on the next evening.

Mr. Pas sa vant gives his mother this ac count of his li cen sure and of the
emo tions that ac com pa nied the solemn act:

Hav ing made ap pli ca tion for mem ber ship, the pres i dent ap pointed
an ex am in ing com mit tee, Drs. Mor ris, Kurtz and Prof. Baugher, to
ex am ine me be fore the whole Synod. This they did for the space of
one and one half hours, ‘to their en tire sat is fac tion’; at the end of
which time, they in formed the Synod that they re garded the whole as
a mere mat ter of for mal ity in my case, be ing pre pared to vote for me
with out an ex am i na tion at all. Con se quently the ex am i na tion ceased
at this stage, though the com mit tee had not ques tioned me on half the
sub jects laid down in the Con sti tu tion. Af ter the ser mon in the
evening, I was pub licly li censed to per form all the du ties of a min is ter
of Je sus Christ. Dr. Kurtz then made a long and most fer vent ad dress
to me, charg ing me to know noth ing else’ and to preach noth ing else
but Je sus and Him cru ci fied. I trust, dear est mother, that I may be
able to do that while I live. I took the world by the hand and gave it a
farewell grasp. Now I am the Lord ‘s, fully, wholly, and un re- 
servedly! I am will ing to do, be and suf fer, any thing and ev ery thing
which He may com mand. I am per fectly happy in my choice. I could
not pos si bly do any thing else than preach the Gospel, ei ther with my
liv ing voice or the pen. This is the con sum ma tion of all my hopes for
the last five years, and now that I en listed in the ser vice, ’God be ing
my helper’, I will die fight ing. Do pray for me, that I may be a fear- 
less and suc cess ful preacher of the New Tes ta ment. But I may not say
more on this sub ject, for my pa per will not con tain all I should like to
write.

He re turned to Bal ti more and took up his work more earnestly than ever. He
was at this time thor oughly im bued with the New Mea sure spirit and it was
his con stant ef fort to bring about a re vival. In his pri vate jour nal he shows
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how he prayed and preached and ex horted night af ter night, urg ing mourn- 
ers to come for ward for prayer that they might be im me di ately con verted.
These high pres sure meth ods called New Mea sures were brought to bear af- 
ter ev ery evening ser mon. Some times the meet ings were “pro tracted” un til
af ter mid night. Among the mourn ers or seek ers and ex hort ers there was a
con fused min gling of tears, groans, cries and oc ca sional loud shout ings.
Pray ing, singing and ex hort ing of ten went on at the same time. The jour nal
records cases of per sons fall ing to the floor and be com ing as stiff as if dead.

It seems strange to read of such things be ing done in a Lutheran Church.
But it was the spirit of the age. Emo tional re vival ism was in the air and
nearly all the Re formed churches were af fected by it. The Eng lish Lutheran
Church, as we have seen, had in many cases fol lowed the churches around
her. The so-called New Mea sures were en cour aged and prac ticed by the
pro fes sors of the sem i nary at Get tys burg. Here is a de scrip tion of a re vival
in one of the con gre ga tions of Rev. A. Reck who was the pi o neer of the
Eng lish Lutheran work in In di anapo lis and the re gion round about and in
Cincin nati. He tells his story thus:

It is now about twenty-six years ago that I left Win ches ter, Vir- 
ginia, one Sun day morn ing to preach in the town of Stras burg. As I
rode along, I en deav ored to think of a text from which to preach, but
could find none to suit me. When I came to the church I had not yet
de ter mined on any par tic u lar one and did not know what I should do.
Nei ther could I imag ine why my tastes were so hard to please, as I
had never be fore ex pe ri enced any dif fi culty in mak ing a se lec tion.
Be fore giv ing out a hymn I turned over the leaves of my Bible, but all
in vain; noth ing would suit, and in the dilemma I still re mained while
the hymn was sung. What was to be done, I_ knew not, but I thought
I would ask God in prayer, A short time af ter I had com menced pray- 
ing, the win dows of heaven were opened and more than one half the
au di ence were on a sud den pros trated to the ground, cry ing out with
the most dread ful shrieks ‘What must we do to be saved?’ I con tin ued
on pray ing with great fer vency and when the prayer was con cluded, I
was lost in amaze ment at the sin gu lar sight the con gre ga tion pre- 
sented. As I could not find a sub ject on which to preach I changed the
meet ing into a meet ing of prayer and in this way we spent the usual
time ap pointed for pub lic wor ship. From this mo ment I was marked
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out as a vic tim of the most vi o lent per se cu tion. I then ap pointed a
prayer meet ing in a pri vate house at early can dle light ing and par tic u- 
larly in vited all who were con vinced of sin to be present. We locked
the doors and win dows to pre vent in ter rup tion from with out and en- 
deav ored to seek the Lord by dili gent and per se ver ing prayer. The
God of prayer was truly in our midst and the whole as sem bly were at
work in mighty wrestlings with Je ho vah. No dis po si tion was man i- 
fested to give over and we con tin ued till eight o’clock in the morn ing
in this aw fully solemn and de light ful em ploy ment. As the room we
were in was not large, we placed all those in the next room who had
found peace in be liev ing, and as soon as one was con verted the door
was opened and he would be wel comed in by those who were al ready
there. Never did I see such re joic ing, such ex ceed ing great joy as in
that room. They sang praises to God for de liv er ance, they em braced
each other and strove with Ja cob’s God for the bless ing on those who
were yet groan ing un der the weight of sin. I can al most hear the glad
sound of praise again though twenty-five years have sadly dealt with
my rec ol lec tion. When hus bands and wives met in the same room
their re joic ing would go be yond any idea which could be formed of
such a scene. .Oh! the mem ory of that night is pre cious. It fills my
soul with glad ness even at this dis tant pe riod. If I rec ol lect right,
brother Wm. Keil, now in Senecav ille, Ohio, was among the last, if
not the very last whose heart the Lord opened that night. He was then
a car pen ter in Stras burg and had six teen months of his time to serve
with his mas ter. As his call to preach was so ev i dently of the Holy
Ghost, I bought out his time at the rate of eigh teen dol lars per month
and be ing un mar ried I took him to my self. He re mained sev eral years,
board ing with me, preach ing the Gospel not only with zeal and faith- 
ful ness but also with fruit. He then la bored in Vir ginia for a num ber
of years and fi nally re moved to Ohio, where he has been hon ored of
the Mas ter in the con ver sion of a vast mul ti tude of souls. Af ter this
heav enly shower of grace, my life was threat ened if I were ever to re- 
turn to Stras burg.

The ex cesses of these New Mea sures oc ca sioned much earnest thought and
study in the minds of in tel li gent Luther ans. In other churches, also, earnest
voices were raised against them. Rev. Dr. Al fred Nevin, pro fes sor in the
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the o log i cal sem i nary of the Ger man Re formed Church in Mer cers burg,
Penn syl va nia, pub lished a ring ing pam phlet called “The Anx ious Bench”,
which pro duced a marked ef fect. Earnest protests were raised against the
Get tys burg Sem i nary and the Lutheran Ob server for ad vo cat ing these mea- 
sures. The Min is terium of Penn syl va nia in 1842 passed a res o lu tion re call- 
ing the rec om men da tion which it had given to the Lutheran Ob server at its
for mer meet ing, but rec om mended the Kirchen zeitung as highly de sir able
inas much as it “prom ises to ex er cise a happy in flu ence in the preser va tion
of pure doc trine and cheer ful, ac tive Chris tian ity in the Church.” The same
con ven tion ac cused li cen ti ate W. Laitzel of in tro duc ing the New Mea sures
into his church and re fused to re new his li cense “As long as he shall not
have changed his views in ac cor dance with the prin ci ples of this Synod.” At
the same con ven tion the the o log i cal sem i nary at Colum bus was rec om- 
mended “as an in sti tu tion wor thy of our sup port”, and a com mit tee of two
mem bers was ap pointed to cor re spond with that in sti tu tion as to the man ner
and to what ex tent this body might en ter into con nec tion with it.

The Synod of the East ern dis trict of Ohio also passed res o lu tions against
the New Mea sures. The Synod of In di ana re solved to ap point a com mit tee
“to write an ex pose of the con duct of the ‘Gen er al ists’ and show up their at- 
tempt to sub vert the Lutheran doc trine and dis ci pline”. The Ten nes see
Synod also se verely de nounced the Gen eral Synod and ap pointed a com mit- 
tee to “draw up res o lu tions against it.”

Dur ing the Sum mer Mr. Pas sa vant vis ited and preached at Foun tain
Dale, near Get tys burg, where he had gath ered and or ga nized a con gre ga tion
dur ing the pre vi ous win ter. The con gre ga tion was now build ing a church
and he was in vited to preach at the lay ing of the cor ner stone. He re mained
for some days “vis it ing from house to house, preach ing, pray ing, read ing
the Scrip tures and speak ing to all, old and young.”

From Foun tain Dale, he went to the sem i nary and con sulted his for mer
pro fes sors about giv ing up his con nec tion with the Ob server, as he had
never agreed to en gage him self for a stip u lated time. “Ev ery one urged me”
he says “to re main in Bal ti more and gave as a rea son that Dr. Kurtz’s un- 
pop u lar ity in the church was so great that he would feel the ne ces sity of re- 
tir ing from his present seat in or der to keep the Ob server afloat and that I
would cer tainly have to be come his suc ces sor.” “Our min is ter in York also
spoke to me in the same way and I have re ceived let ters from all parts of the
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church ex pres sive of their plea sure in the pa cific course which has been ob- 
served in con duct ing the Ob server. Even Mr. Kurtz has told me that he
would re tire be fore long and that I would be of fered the po si tion of ed i tor
by the Gen eral Synod.”

His mother on be ing in formed of this state of af fairs gave him this sound
ad vice:

First, let me premise that the idea of your sup plant ing Mr. K. in
the ed i tor ship of the Ob server (flat ter ing though it may be) is a very
painful one to me be cause I know full well that if they have sad dled
you with it, it is a charge you will not eas ily be able to shake off. You
may find it ‘de light ful’ to write oc ca sional ed i to ri als, but for years to
come, sick or well, you have the whole re spon si bil ity on your shoul- 
ders, to gain the ill will of op po nents, to get of ten un avoid ably in- 
volved in the o log i cal dis cus sions for which your un fin ished stud ies
do not qual ify you, is too much for a young man of your age and del i- 
cate con sti tu tion and suf fi cient to sour your tem per and make you
pre ma turely old. If the loss of your voice pre cluded any other sphere
of use ful ness, it would be a dif fer ent thing, but that be ing mer ci fully
re stored, it would cer tainly be more pleas ant to be come the beloved
pas tor of a church! In case you should be of fered the sole ed i tor ship
on Mr. K.’s re tir ing you could with great pro pri ety de cline it on ac- 
count of your youth and ‘your not feel ing your self com pe tent to as- 
sume so weighty a re spon si bil ity’. Our church surely can not be in
such a low in tel lec tual state but that an equally well qual i fied per son
might be found to take charge of it, and while you would gain credit
for your mod esty, you would re tire with honor from a place where a
longer oc cu pancy would prob a bly be tray your de fi cien cies.

On re ceipt of this let ter, Mr. Pas sa vant pos i tively re fused to lis ten to any
fur ther propo si tions to be come ed i tor-in-chief. Un der the pres sure that was
brought to bear, how ever, he re luc tantly con sented to re main for the present
as as sis tant ed i tor.

Dur ing the short time be tween June and Oc to ber, 1842, he wrote ed i to ri- 
als on Street Preach ing, Tem per ance and Re li gion, Pul pit Elo quence, Re- 
vivals. There is also a draft of a pro posed His tor i cal So ci ety. In this he took
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a deep and ac tive in ter est. He did more than any other one man for its
found ing and its pro mo tion. He gives us this pic ture of his ed i to rial work:

Well, beloved mother, I have now had a trial of ed i to rial life and a
hard one it has been. Since the de par ture of Mr. K. ev ery mo ment of
my time has been oc cu pied in se lect ing, cor rect ing, read ing proof,
writ ing or try ing to write ed i to ri als, sell ing books, an swer ing let ters,
etc., etc. and all, too, amid the clat ter and rat tle of drays, Ne groes, our
large power press, and ‘printer’s dev ils’.

Amid all his var i ous and ex act ing du ties he was still the same lov ing son
and his thoughts re turned again and again to the quiet, con ge nial home on
the beau ti ful Con no que ness ing.

Feb. 6, 1842, he writes this:

I can not tell you how grate ful your let ters, dear est mother, are to
me in my soli tary hours. I read them over and over again, and of ten
when all is heavy and dark within do they give me light and com fort I
thank God for par ents, for broth ers and sis ters, for that dear cir cle
which com poses our fam ily. As ev ery mem ber makes up a part of that
cir cle, I re joice, though sep a rated by time and dis tance, to oc cupy my
ap pro pri ate chair.

In the same let ter he speaks thus of his work: “In fact I am the ser vant of all
men — black as well as white, Catholic and Protes tant. I have in tro duced a
sep a rate clause in the ser vice when I bap tize the chil dren of Ne groes. I
make them take a solemn prom ise that they will teach them to read and
write as soon as they are ca pa ble of learn ing.”

In his jour nal, Nov. 26., he gives this ac count of a visit to hear a man
who was very fa mous in his day:

I went to Mr. Ham mer’s church in Hanover St., this evening, to
hear Elihu Bur rit, the ‘learned black smith,’ lec ture. His sub ject was
Ro man Pa tri o tism and he treated it in a style truly mas terly. He forges
the ner vous thoughts and words with all the ease of play. He is with- 
out doubt one of the most as ton ish ing men of the age. Though but a
com mon black smith, work ing eight hours ev ery day, yet has he ac- 
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quired sixty lan guages dur ing the last ten years of his life. And all
this, too, with out the aid of an in struc tor. What will not la bor and per- 
se ver ance ac com plish!

Nov. 28., he adds:

In the evening went to hear the learned black smith. His sub ject
was ‘Ge nius’ and the ob ject of his re marks was to prove that em i- 
nence in knowl edge de pends not on ‘nat u ral gifts’, ‘nat u ral tal ents’ or
‘ge nius’ but on la bo ri ous and per se ver ing study. ‘What man can do I
can do’ was a fa vorite ex pres sion. I came away fully de ter mined by
the help of God to aim at greater use ful ness than any man has yet ac- 
com plished.

For lack of Lutheran Lit er a ture he dis trib uted in his pas toral work the pub li- 
ca tions of the “Amer i can Tract So ci ety”. Be sides smaller tracts, he used
such books as The Dairy man’s Daugh ter, Har lan Page, Bax ter’s Call, Bax- 
ter’s Saint’s Rest, Dod dridge’s Rise and Progress, Pil grim’s Progress, Pike’s
Guide to Young Dis ci ples, James’ Anx ious In quirer and other books of that
na ture. He tells us how he him self stud ies Charles Wes ley: “Dur ing the in- 
ter val of yes ter day and to day, I care fully read Jack son’s life of Charles Wes- 
ley. There is much in ter est ing mat ter on the early his tory of prim i tive Chris- 
tian ity set forth in this vol ume, which is not to be found in the lives of
White field and J. Wes ley. The man ner in which these young men were led
to the sim ple truth in Je sus and raised up of God for His own work is truly
past won der ful’.”

In an other place he says: “Read through a Ger man pam phlet on the
‘New Birth’. In tend to read some Ger man ev ery day to be come able to
preach in this lan guage to the thou sands of Ger mans who daily flock to our
shores.”

In his pas toral vis its he took spe cial pains to hunt up the sick, the poor
and the col ored peo ple who were with out any church con nec tion and won
many of them for Christ and His church.

He was at this time eas ily car ried away by his feel ings. Af ter go ing to
hear the then fa mous Alexan der Camp bell, he says: “Went to the Dis ci ples
Church to hear this cel e brated man of Bethany, Vir ginia, de liver a most glo- 
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ri ous ser mon on the per son, char ac ter and of fice of Christ. His op po nents
have rep re sented him as Uni tar ian in his sen ti ments. But never was any one
more un justly mis rep re sented.”

On Thanks giv ing day, 1842, he thus re viewed the year.

To me this has been a year of mercy. My throat is per fectly re- 
stored. I can now, blessed be God, lift up my voice like a trum pet.
God has owned the ex er tion of His un wor thy ser vant in a won der ful
man ner. I can well say: ‘What hath God wrought!’ I have through His
help col lected and or ga nized two new con gre ga tions: one at Can ton
and the other at Foun tain Dale, Pa., have col lected an other at Luther
Chapel in this city and am be gin ning a fourth at Fell’s Point. I have
also suc ceeded in per suad ing a brother to be gin a mis sion in
Louisville, Ky., and by the ar ti cles in the Ob server on West ern Mis- 
sions have raised him a sup port. Dur ing the past year, I is sued from
the press the Lutheran Al manac in Eng lish and Ger man, the pref ace
of Luther to the Ro mans, be sides edit ing the Ob server for a pe riod of
four months. Lord, what have I done that Thou shouldst lay this
honor on me! But the best of all is that many scores of sin ners have
been con verted to God and now show forth the peace able fruits of
right eous ness. I have en joyed one con tin u ous re vival in the dis trict
since I was re ceived into the min istry two months ago. Lord hum ble
me and lay me in the dust! It is too much, it is too much! Let me feel
that I am a worm but Thou, Almighty God, dost take the weak things
of the world to con found those that are mighty! Hal lelu jah, praise the
Lord!

On New Year’s day, 1843, he writes:

And now an other year has com menced. Am I cer tain that it will
not be my last? Let me then do the work of Him that sent me while it
is day be fore the night cometh when no man can work.

Jan. 9., he gives his mother this ac count of his work:

As I know you to be in ter ested in my hum ble af fairs in this city, I
must tell you some thing more of my Old town dio cese. On the last
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Thurs day in the old year, I or ga nized a con gre ga tion at Luther Chapel
in Mon u ment Street. Our num ber of mem bers is be tween thirty and
forty. Sev eral of these be longed to Dr. Mor ris’ church but, on ac count
of the dis tance, and of his re quest, united with the chapel. The oth ers
were from the world, some of whom were drunk ards and Sab bath-
break ers who have been caught in the net of the gospel, since the
chapel has been erected. Our con gre ga tions have of late in creased in
a very en cour ag ing man ner. On Sun day nights the house is crowded
from end to end by per sons of all de nom i na tions; among these are
many who scarcely ever at tend the house of God, and it is among this
class par tic u larly that we hope to be use ful. I can not be suf fi ciently
grate ful to Him who has given me fa vor among these peo ple. I have
not had time to write a ser mon since the first one I preached, and
since am com pelled to preach with or with out notes just as it hap pens.
This to one with out much prac tice is no easy task and I some times
feel so hum bled af ter preach ing that I won der how any one will have
the pa tience to lis ten to my ef forts. This is not vain talk. I have of ten
wished my self a thou sand miles away, not be cause I am tired of my
Mas ter’s work, but be cause I feel deeply con scious of my own im per- 
fec tions. I en deavor to do the best I am able but Oh, how fee ble my
at tempts, and yet God has set His seal upon the work of my hands! To
him be all the honor. I am happy to be able to give you a good re port
of our lit tle flock in Can ton. So far they have all con tin ued faith ful ‘in
the apos tles ’doc trine, and in prayer and in break ing of bread’. My re- 
joic ing is not weak when I go there. Such a sim ple, lov ing peo ple I
have never seen. I ex pect to con firm sev eral more at our next sacra- 
ment. The church there has lately erected a bel fry on the chapel and a
bell of one hun dred and fifty pounds now calls the wor shipers to- 
gether."

His mother gives him this sound homilet i cal ad vice: “The idea of preach ing
so of ten, not only with out writ ten ser mons, but even with out notes, seems
per fectly fright ful to me and al most pre sump tu ous and ir rev er ent; as if sub- 
jects so high and ex alted did not de mand at our hands all the prepa ra tion we
could make.”

Jan. 20., he writes in his jour nal.
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In the morn ing vis ited from house to house, pray ing and coun sel- 
ing all as grace was given me. Spoke to some of the brethren on the
ne ces sity of build ing a new chapel, as the one in which we wor ship
will no longer hold the con gre ga tion. Blessed be God, the house
which a few months ago would hold five times the peo ple we could
then muster has now be come too strait for us.

Feb. 1., he records his pas toral ex pe ri ences:

This is the first day of the sec ond month. Dur ing the past month, I
have preached about twenty times, and done much in the way of ex- 
hor ta tions. Oh, for a grate ful heart that I have been en abled to ac com- 
plish some thing for Him who has re deemed me by his own pre cious
blood. Vis ited a large num ber of fam i lies this morn ing. Called on
Mrs. K. who has a dif fi culty with one of her sis ters, who has al ready
asked her par don time and again. Af ter spend ing an hour’s talk and
pray ing with her she flatly re fused to for give her. I told her the con se- 
quences, and be sought her to save her soul, but it was vain talk. She
said, ‘Mr. Pas sa vant, I can not,’ Well my hands are washed in in no- 
cency. I have de liv ered my soul. This woman was a back slider once
be fore. A few weeks ago she raised the whole neigh bor hood by her
shouts of ‘glory’. Now she can not for give the small est of fense; Oh
what a Chris tian ity! From this moon shine re li gion, good Lord de liver
us for Je sus sake."

In March we find this en try:

Walked up from Can ton this morn ing, vis ited sev eral school rooms
on the Point, to se lect one for a Sun day School which I de sign es tab- 
lish ing among the Ger mans on the Point. Hired the lec ture room of
Trin ity Church for eigh teen dol lars per an num and ex pect to com- 
mence on Sun day. Oh, may God’s bless ing rest on this in fant en ter- 
prise! Fin ished the rules for Lay helpers and sent them to brother
Kurtz for re vival. Wrote to brother B. at G. con cern ing the church in
Can ton. Lord, send de liv er ance out of Zion. Send it speed ily. Be gan
the Con sti tu tion of the Bal ti more Con fer ence.

A week later this:
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Lord’s day. Af ter break fast I walked down to our new Sun day
School in Trin ity. It al ready num bers forty schol ars, though this was
only the sec ond morn ing on which it was held. I was much grat i fied
with the sight of so many happy chil dren, so quiet and or derly. I con- 
fi dently be lieve that this school will yet be come the nu cleus of a
church.

He was still set ting great store by the Wes leys and was be yond doubt much
in flu enced by them. It would have been bet ter for him if he had given the
same earnest study to Luther, Ger hard and Arndt.

Here is an ex tract from his jour nal of April 30.:

Re mained at home this evening and read over some of Wes ley’s
jour nal. They are the best works on pas toral the ol ogy I have ever
found. For in them we have the ory put into prac tice. While read ing
over Wes ley’s ex pe ri ence, the thought oc curred to me that I might be
an in stru ment in the spread of ‘Scrip ture ho li ness’ by writ ing a small
trea tise on jus ti fi ca tion and pub lish ing it in con nec tion with Wes ley’s
ex pe ri ence, or rather pub lish the nar ra tive of his jus ti fi ca tion, with a
pref ace and notes of my own. My time is now so fully oc cu pied in the
du ties of my charge that I could not find time to carry the idea to ma- 
tu rity. Mean while I will give my self to prayer and re flec tion thereon.
Per haps good may re sult from the thought.

We se lect also this char ac ter is tic spec i men from his jour nal, to show the le- 
gal is tic state of his mind at this time. When he was so sick and weak that he
could scarcely be on his feet he made this en try, May 2.

Over slept my self this morn ing and thereby lost an hour! For give
me this also, Oh God. Spent the morn ing in study. In the af ter noon
vis ited six or seven fam i lies. Ne glected to pray at sev eral places
where I should not have omit ted this duty.

Here is a heart-to-heart let ter in which he re counts his own deep in ner ex pe- 
ri ence and in ci den tally his pas toral meth ods writ ten a short time be fore his
death for the in struc tion and the en cour age ment of a young min is ter, who
wrote for ad vice.
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My dear friend M.

Grace and Peace! I need not as sure you that your let ter was a
source of un usual con so la tion to my heart. It car ried me back up- 
wards of half a cen tury when the Lord was pleased to re veal his Son
to me, not only as the Sav ior, which I had known from child hood, but
as the blessed One who loved me and died for me. Few could have
been more con sci en tious than John Wes ley, who, with a lit tle band of
de vout young men at Ox ford, had braved the ridicule of the col le- 
gians and lived a life of self-de nial and com pas sion to the poor and
im pris oned, and yet this man, in 1742, had to learn from the pi ous
Lutheran Salzburg ers and a lit tle band of Mora vians on the ves sel
which car ried him to Sa van nah, Geor gia, that he had only the faith of
a ser vant and not the child! Go ing back to Eng land, crushed and mis- 
er able, with out any true rest for his soul, he wrote as you do, that he
had ‘never be fore been con verted’, and sought peace with God dili- 
gently and with fear for a whole win ter among the Mora vians in
Hern hut, Ger many, but at last was en abled to be lieve with the liv ing
and per sonal faith that Christ Je sus had died for him and that he, even
he, was for given for Christ’s sake! Then when like Luther, through
the hear ing of one of his tracts (his Pref ace to the Epis tle to the Ro- 
mans) he at tained to this per sonal knowl edge of the Sav ior and was
jus ti fied by faith — he be gan to preach to oth ers the un search able
riches of Christ. You speak kindly of a con ver sa tion with me on the
porch of ——, but it was this in ci dent in the life of Wes ley, which, in
a very prov i den tial way came into my hands, that re vealed to me the
great want of my soul. I was about to go to the sem i nary at Get tys- 
burg and to preach Christ to oth ers, and yet I could only say ‘I know
He is the Sav ior of all men’, but I could not say, ‘He is my Sav ior,
who hath re deemed me a lost and con demned crea ture, not with sil ver
and gold but with His holy and pre cious blood and with His in no cent
suf fer ings and death’ (see sec ond ar ti cle in Cat e chism). Oh, the bit- 
ter ness of those months of un cer tainty and wretched ness! And yet,
when, af ter tears and strong cry ings unto God, I was re duced to the
con fes sion, that I was a poor and help less sin ner who could do noth- 
ing to wards mer it ing sal va tion, it pleased God by the fool ish ness of
preach ing to work in me the sav ing trust in Christ. I, too, thought I
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had never been con verted, but this was a mis take in my case, as in
that of Wes ley and count less oth ers. There is the faith of the ser vant
full of care ful ness and the fear of of fend ing God, and when you be- 
lieve with all the heart that Christ has died for our sins, and risen for
our jus ti fi ca tion, love takes the place of fear and God gives us the
faith not of a ser vant but of a child, which cries ‘Abba fa ther’!

This con scious ness of per sonal sal va tion is the great est of all con- 
so la tions, es pe cially to a min is ter of the Word. It brings us into a new
world of life and love. It en ables us rightly to di vide the Word of
truth, preach ing the law of a holy God and thus slay ing all earthly
hope, and then to come with the blessed Gospel to heal, the bro ken-
hearted and ‘bring them un der Je sus’.

In all the try ing ex pe ri ence, through which we poor min is ters must
pass, noth ing is more help ful to us than this ex pe ri ence of a soul
strug gle with the light and love of God. It is the one great propo si tion
with out which we may in deed be use ful in hold ing the lamp at the
door for oth ers to en ter in and be saved, while we re main with out in
the drea ri ness and trem bling of a chill servi tude, but this alone can
make our min istry a thing of un speak able glad ness and en larged use- 
ful ness.

Now, dear M., now that God has done great things for you
‘whereof you are glad,’ ‘give all dili gence to make your call ing and
elec tion sure’. Sa credly de vote an hour af ter break fast in the morn ing
and one hour be tween nine and ten in the evening to the de vo tional
read ing of the sa cred Scrip tures and (mem o riz ing cer tain pas sages)
with self ex am i na tion and prayer, pray ing over a list of all the cat e- 
chu mens, mem bers and oc ca sional hear ers as well as spe cial ob jects,
not so much kneel ing as walk ing up and down the room to keep
awake and in this way find a won der ful open ing of the truth. A chap- 
ter in the old Tes ta ment in the morn ing, read over, prayed over and
stud ied, of ten on my knees, and in the evening one in the new Tes ta- 
ment, in the same spirit, did won ders for me. Of course, I read reg u- 
larly, un til the whole bible was stud ied, and I was amazed at both my
sim ple ig no rance of the Word and my ad vance in knowl edge by thus
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com par ing spir i tual things with spir i tual in the Old and the New. I
was es pe cially in spired and quick ened to find a per sonal faith in
Christ, the Lamb of God, like a great merid ian line stretched over the
four thou sand years of the his tory of the Old Tes ta ment into the New
and that thus Christ be came all in all to those who be lieve in Him and
are saved. May I rec om mend this method to you, dear brother, very
earnestly. Si lence and soli tude are the home of the mighty. Be much
with God that you may do much for men. Make the new year a new
life, by adopt ing new life rules, ‘stick unto God’s tes ti monies’ while
life and breath re main. Judg ing from my own sor row ful ex pe ri ence in
the first years of my min istry, let me again sug gest tak ing your texts
from the Gospels and Epis tles, and study them on your knees, if nec- 
es sary, to get at the heart of them. They are full of Christ and their
rich ness will won der fully strengthen, com fort and es tab lish you in the
knowl edge and love of God. Peace be with you.

When I came to Pitts burgh, I made a list of mem bers, with their
streets in cer tain parts of the city, so that I might drop in and see as
many as pos si ble when in that part of the city. Then I had an other list
of young per sons, not yet iden ti fied with the Church, and also of
adults, and I prayed for four or five of these daily and al ways be fore
call ing at the place where they were. In this way, among oth ers, your
dear fa ther was drawn to the Church, and many oth ers. I hereby send
you a lit tle book which you can carry in your pocket and over the cer- 
tain parts, ask God’s bless ing upon it daily. — A word from Luther:
‘You have en tered the ship with Christ and what do you ex pect? Fair
weather and pleas ant sail ing? Nay, but storms and tem pest and at
times Christ Him self will seem to sleep. But how blessed the awak en- 
ing, when He will say: ’Peace, be still’! And there will be a great
calm!’"

Here is a char ac ter is tic sam ple of his work:

At three in the af ter noon I preached to the col ored peo ple in Fifth
Street. The house was crowded to over flow ing. About six teen hun- 
dred per sons were present. The singing was glo ri ous but the in ces sant
shout ing of these peo ple was any thing but pleas ant to me. I had
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scarcely be come warmed up by my sub ject be fore they com menced
shout ing so lustily that I was obliged to stop and beg them for my
sake to be a lit tle more mod er ate. This re proof lasted for some fif teen
or twenty min utes when one old ne gro shouted at the top of his lungs
‘INI assa, I must re spond’, and with this the whole mass gave vent to
their feel ings with the most ex trav a gant ex pres sions of joy. I then told
them I sup posed I should have to let them wor ship God as they were
ac cus tomed and con tin ued my re marks in tol er a ble quiet to the close.
I think I never spoke plainer in my life. May God in mercy bless the
truth to the praise of His glory.

In April the six months for which he had ac cepted the call to the two con- 
gre ga tions were ended. A let ter to his mother shows the rest less state of his
mind. He writes:

Then the idea of sit ting down in one spot and be com ing as other
min is ters, hav ing the same round of du ties from week to week and
year to year, is to me now as it has al ways been very melan choly. You
may think me fool ish on these sub jects, and per haps I am, but my
feel ings are un changed on these mat ters. I al ways longed to be a
gospel ranger, to go from place to place as sist ing my com pan ions in
la bor, or lay ing a foun da tion on which oth ers might build. Had I knol
the re sult of this win ter’s siege — that I should have to re main here
af ter my six months were over, I should never have con sented to stay.
I would now be free to ac cede to the wishes of dif fer ent brethren of
our Synod, to ‘come over into Mace do nia’ and help them. As it is, I
am bound hand and foot and must stay at home if I would not have
the con gre ga tion dis persed.

In the same let ter he says:

Our new Sun day-school is now fairly un der way. We are only a
few weeks old and yet the num ber of schol ars amounts to sev enty-
five. I have given it the name of Muh len berg Sun day School and con- 
fi dently be lieve that be fore many years we will have a Muh len berg
Chapel in that sec tion of the city.
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I preached a ser mon on Palm Sun day to the chil dren of our Sun- 
day-school in the Chapel. My text was one of my old proverbs ‘I love
them that love me and those that seek me early shall find me’. Our
school here is very large, num ber ing two hun dred and thirty schol ars,
and the Chapel was crowded by many of the chil dren of other
schools. Af ter the ser mon, the chil dren came up to the al tar which
was taste fully dec o rated with pines and flow ers and de posited their
lit tle earn ings and sav ings in the mis sion ary trea sury. It was a lovely
sight, and I al most wept for joy. Some of the chil dren were so small
that they had to be lifted up by their teach ers. The col lec tion
amounted to eight dol lars and twenty-five cents which we re solved to
give to the Louisville Mis sion. Need I tell you that I gave the rea son
why I se lected the text from Proverbs? I told them of the lit tle book
with the brown cover, re peated some of the proverbs, spoke of my
dear ab sent mother and other things. On the sub ject of in struc tion in
the cat e chism, I would only re mark that I keep a class from week to
week and the cat e chu mens still at tend af ter they are con firmed. I find
this plan a good one, and as we have com mu nion ev ery sec ond
month, I al ways con firm any who are pre pared on these oc ca sions.

For sev eral weeks he had been busy pre par ing a lec ture on “Nat u ral Sci ence
as it con firms Rev e la tion”, which he de liv ered in Luther Chapel for the ben- 
e fit of the new Sun day School. The lec ture net ted forty dol lars which was
de voted to the pur chase of a Sun day-school li brary.

Upon the sub ject of his rest less ness in his work, his mother ad vises:

From the prospect of build ing at Can ton and the in ter est ing state
of your two con gre ga tions I take for granted that you have no idea of
leav ing them at the end of the six months you at first en gaged your- 
self for. It would ap pear, at least in our eyes, like folly to quit a field
of use ful ness where your labors seem so blessed for the sake of seek- 
ing oth ers at a dis tance, where suc cess is still un cer tain and ac com pa- 
nied with many pri va tions and still greater dan gers to your health
from ex po sure and cli mate. In form us, dear son, what are your def i- 
nite plans on this sub ject.
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Mr. Pas sa vant was nat u rally deeply in ter ested in the Eng lish Lutheran work
in his home county, and es pe cially in the Eng lish con gre ga tion which had
re cently been or ga nized in Zelieno ple. His sis ter Vir ginia writes him this in- 
ter est ing ac count of the home church:

Yes ter day our school com menced, of which Sid ney can tell you all
par tic u lars. The Sun day be fore, the Eng lish con gre ga tion had its first
com mu nion, upon which oc ca sion Bassler cer tainly preached the best
ser mon I have ever heard from him. It could not fail of do ing much
good. Yes ter day I was at our Ger man school, and if ‘com ing events
cast their shad ows be fore’, com ing events will be of painful na ture to
poor Mr. Bassler and his lit tle flock. The ‘Bishop’ again de nounced
with great sever ity the Get tys burg in sti tu tion as un ortho dox, an ti- 
Lutheran, etc. Spoke of its stu dents and min is ters as mis chief-mak ers
and a source of dis cord in the church, and an i mad verted bit terly upon
a prayer which he had heard poor Mr. Muntz make. (With out men- 
tion ing his name he de scribed him so plainly that the most stupid
could not be at fault). I must say that I sin cerely wish that what are
gen er ally called ‘New Mea sures’ had never been in tro duced in our
church. They ap pear to me as those things to which St. Paul’s words
might be ap plied, ‘All things are law ful for me, but all things are not
ex pe di ent. All things are law ful for me but all things ed ify not’! If he
was will ing to eat no flesh while the world stood lest he should make
his brother to of fend, I think Chris tians of the present day might re- 
frain from sit ting or kneel ing at par tic u lar benches, etc, when their
do ing so causes pain and un easi ness to so many truly sin cere and
con sci en tious Chris tians. I do not speak with ref er ence to the bishop,
for he would be quite mis er able if he had noth ing to con tend against,
and if that were re moved, would have abun dant other equally im por- 
tant and ex cit ing sub jects to fight for. In deed, his great trou ble at
present is that the ‘New Mea sure men’ have anti-scrip tural views
about the Lord’s Sup per and bap tism. Mr. Bassler, to suc ceed in his
present sit u a tion, truly needs to be wise as a ser pent and harm less as a
dove. The bishop’s un gen er ous, not to say unchris tian per se cu tion of
poor Mr. Muntz, dis tresses me very much. His faults are of such a
kind that they ren der him more un pop u lar than his crimes would; but
who that knows him well, can doubt that he is a sin cere and con sci en- 
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tious Chris tian, anx ious for the good of oth ers; yet doubt less in a
great mea sure ow ing to Mr. Schweitzer barth’s in flu ence, he is gen er- 
ally con sid ered far and wide as a hyp ocrite. You would be shocked
and as ton ished to hear what an opin ion many of the coun try peo ple
have of his char ac ter. Of course his use ful ness is thereby di min ished
and what ever good work he is ac tive in, is looked upon by many with
sus pi cion. All this is dis tress ing but we know that ev ery thing can be
made to work to gether for good to those who love God. Our poor
bishop is most to be pitied.

June, 18., he wrote this ac count of his res ig na tion at Can ton:

Preached my farewell ser mon to the Can ton church this morn ing
from the words: ‘Fi nally, brethren, farewell, be per fect, be of good
com fort, be of the same mind, live in peace, and the God of love and
peace shall be with you’. We had a weep ing and sor row ful time. The
house was very well filled and it al most broke my heart to say adieu
to my chil dren in Je sus Christ. I have now been preach ing in Can ton
al most a year. Dur ing my con nec tion with the Book Con cern I went
down on Wednes day evenings, and reg u larly preached there on Sun- 
day morn ings. While thus en gaged these hands ad min is tered to my
wants. Since the six teenth of Oc to ber last, I have been the pas tor over
the lit tle church I or ga nized there. Dur ing this time, I have re ceived
by cer tifi cate, bap tism and con fir ma tion, about forty per sons into the
church. A few have proven that they never had the root of the mat ter
in them, and sev eral have re moved from Can ton. At present we have
thirty or more mem bers who are united in love and good fel low ship,
the one with the other, and walk as be cometh the Gospel of Christ.

As I found that my du ties at the chapel would not suf fer me to do
jus tice to these peo ple, I have re signed their charge. At my rec om- 
men da tion, the church has elected brother Wed dell of Fred er ick
County as their pas tor. He will be in the city on to mor row morn ing.

At two and a half, I went to the Sun day School and en deav ored to
bid adieu to the chil dren but I was pre vented from say ing much by a
flood of tears. The chil dren rose up and sang a part ing hymn af ter
which I re tired.
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Je sus Christ, Thou head of the church, bless, sanc tify, and keep
this lit tle flock! It is the pur chase of Thy blood. Never leave or for- 
sake it. May our brother who has the over sight of it in the Lord, find
fa vor in the eyes of the peo ple, and be abun dantly more use ful than I
have been, for Je sus’ sake, amen. "

The Rev. Dr. A. J. Wed dell, who be came his suc ces sor at Can ton, writes this
rem i nis cence in the Memo rial Work man.

Mr. Pas sa vant was then in the bloom and vigor of young man hood
united to wom anly beauty. His preach ing was full of fire and earnest- 
ness. Sum mer field was his model as a man and a preacher. In tak ing
charge of Can ton Chapel, he found that the com mon or der of the
Lutheran ser vice made but lit tle im pres sion upon the peo ple that
resided in Can ton, and in or der to move and at tract them to the
Chapel he in tro duced what was then called the ‘New Mea sure’ sys- 
tem, which had been adopted by most of our Mary land churches. He
car ried it to the ex treme, and through it added a num ber to the small
con gre ga tion. The Rev. Pas sa vant was a most ac tive worker. He went
from house to house preach ing the gospel, pray ing in ev ery fam ily,
and invit ing them to at tend the ser vices in the Chapel. In most cases
he met with a kind re cep tion. But in one fam ily, whose head had been
con verted from a low and drunken life to be a hum ble and earnest
Chris tian, he was met by the wife, who was a bad Ro man Catholic,
with the vilest abuse, and driven from the house with curses and
threats of bod ily vi o lence.

Af ter hav ing been pas tor for some time he com menced a pro- 
tracted meet ing which con tin ued for a num ber of weeks. These meet- 
ings were kept up to a late hour at night, and the noise could be heard
all over Can ton. Nearly all those who pro fessed con ver sion led in
pub lic prayer, men and women. With these he es tab lished ex pe ri ence
meet ings — the men un der El der Rice and the women un der the pas- 
tor.

Af ter re sign ing Can ton Rev. Pas sa vant con tin ued to serve the mis- 
sion on Mon u ment Street where a small build ing called Luther
Chapel had been erected. This grew into the First Church, and the
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small band gath ered by him has since be come a large and flour ish ing
con gre ga tion. But his in ter est in the Can ton peo ple did not cease.
When I be came pas tor he came down al most ev ery week, aid ing me
in my work and en cour ag ing me to faith and per se ver ance in the al- 
most bar ren, fruit less field in which I had been placed.

Mr. Pas sa vant was still long ing to do a wider work in the West. He writes
again: “I con fess the dis ap point ment of which I spoke in my last is not a tri- 
fling mat ter. But per haps it is all for the best at present. I shall thus have
more time to pre pare for the pe cu liar work to which I think I am bet ter fit- 
ted — viz., to col lect and or ga nize.” Was this a pre mo ni tion of that broad
and var ied work which was be fore him but was yet hid from his eyes?

With that child like and sub mis sive spirit which char ac ter ized his whole
life work, he made the best of the sit u a tion and la bored on as if he were to
stay there for life: Al ways fond of chil dren, he took great de light in his Sun- 
day-schools. To his mother he con fides: “As I have no ladies to visit, I
some times spend the evenings among the Sun day School chil dren and feel
as happy as a king. It would make you smile to see me at such a time. You
would set me down as a com plete ‘Gross papa’.”

Of the Gen eral Synod which met in Bal ti more in May of this year, he
says:

What ever may be said of the ex trav a gances of some ‘New Mea- 
sure’ men, the rep re sen ta tives of this Synod are a no ble body of self-
deny ing and la bo ri ous work men in the vine yard of the Lord. Among
the del e gates was Dr. Bach man of Charles ton, S. Car olina, who is be- 
com ing ven er a ble with age and whose coun te nance is the mir ror of
kind ness and af fec tion. He is one of the most cel e brated nat u ral ists
not only in this coun try but in the world. The great work of Audubon
on the Birds of Amer ica is in debted to him for one half its in for ma- 
tion and many of the paint ings were done by his daugh ters who are
mar ried to the sons of Audubon. He is at present en gaged in the
prepa ra tion of a new work on the Beasts of Amer ica in con nec tion
with Mr. A. It will be sold at the enor mous price of three hun dred dol- 
lars.
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In the same let ter he thus refers to some idle gos sip of a sup posed en gage- 
ment that had reached Zelieno ple: “I could not help smil ing when I read the
‘sis terly ad vice’ in your sec ond let ter. How could you for a mo ment sup- 
pose that such a thing was go ing on with out my hav ing made known the
whole mat ter to our par ents? I should cer tainly find out the views of papa
and mamma be fore go ing one step to wards such an af fair. How ever, this has
done me some good. I will be more care ful in the fu ture to avoid any thing
which would give rise to such re ports.”

Of a puffed-up and pop u lar preacher he thus ex presses him self:

At present there is a Methodist preacher from Mis sis sippi preach- 
ing ev ery night in one of our churches. He is puffed in the pa pers as
one of the great ones, but when I heard him I could ob serve no par tic- 
u lar qual i ties which ap peared strik ing. But the sys tem of puff ing is
car ried on among some of these good peo ple to such an ex tent that it
be comes ab so lutely dis gust ing, for truth, rea son and Scrip ture are all
made to give way be fore the pop u lar ap plause. When I hear such men
who may well pray to be de liv ered from their friends, I think of Cow- 
per’s de scrip tion of a gospel min is ter."

Of the part he had in putting up the in fant Sun day-school room, af ter col- 
lect ing all the money for it, he says:

On Mon day morn ing a week ago, Mr. Murry and I com menced to
work with shov els and mat tocks and by evening suc ceeded in dig ging
out the foun da tion. On the fol low ing Thurs day evening at four
o’clock we laid the cor ner stone amid great re joic ing.

On the oc ca sion of a visit to the East Penn syl va nia Synod then in ses sion in
Phil a del phia he called on Dr. Demme of old Zion’s Ger man Church,
Dr. Mayer of old St. John’s Eng lish Church, Phil a del phia, and on Pas tor Vo- 
gel bach. He gives this ac count of his visit:

Dur ing my stay in Phil a del phia, I called on Dr. Demme and as I
had no one to in tro duce me, I in tro duced my self. As soon as he heard
my name, and found out my res i dence, it was all right, and he was as
kind as I could have asked from this or tho dox cham pion of old
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Lutheranism. He asked very kindly about papa, and from his minute
in quiry I thought all came from a sin cere heart. In about twenty min- 
utes I was among the doc u ments, and as Dr. Demme is as great an ad- 
mirer of these things as I, we spent a pleas ant hour to gether. He
showed me some large blank books in the hand-writ ing of Muh len- 
berg and I had the sat is fac tion of see ing and por ing over the his tory
of some of our early churches from the pen of this good and great
man. On leav ing, he thanked me for call ing, gave m-e his printed
works for the His tor i cal So ci ety, and begged to be re mem bered af fec- 
tion ately to papa. Prof. Reynolds at my re quest took me to see
Dr. Mayer who was equally if not more friendly. My heart still
cleaves to the old man for the man ner in which he spoke of papa and
as I felt his love I could scarcely re frain from tears of grat i tude to my
Heav enly Fa ther for the gift of such a par ent. I am not proud, but I am
thank ful, that I am the son of one, ev ery where loved, re spected and
hon ored! Al though Dr. M. probed me sharply on the sub ject of what
is com monly called ‘New Mea sures’ and drew me out en tirely, he
not with stand ing in vited me to preach in the evening. I begged off but
it was of no use. He would take no de nial, so in the evening I
preached in his lec ture room to a good con gre ga tion, much to my
own sat is fac tion, and I trust to the ed i fi ca tion of the peo ple. Af ter ser- 
mon I walked home with the doc tor’s fam ily and spent an hour in the
so ci ety of one of the most charm ing cir cles I have ever seen. There
are some four or five sin gle daugh ters in the fam ily, and they seem so
united in heart and in mind that it re minded me in a strik ing man ner
of our own. In bid ding the doc tor adieu, he thanked me for the ser- 
mon and in vited me to his pul pit if I again re turned to the city. When
I went home and it be came known among the brethren of Synod that I
had preached for Dr. M. they crowded around me with a thou sand in- 
quiries. As the doc tor had not made his ap pear ance at the Synod and
had stood aloof from any con nec tion with that body, it was a mat ter
of no lit tle sur prise how I got into his good graces. One said ‘How
came you who are as great a heretic as any to be the fa vored one?’
An other, ‘Pass, what did the Doc tor say of the Synod?’ I hon estly
told them that I went in un der the shadow of my fa ther, but as no one
had been asked to fill his pul pit on Sun day, they all seemed greatly
as ton ished at this move. On sec ond thought, I looked on the whole as
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prov i den tial, for when we build the Chapel, I shall go straight way to
Phil a del phia, and doubt not that some thing con sid er able will be done
in that large and wealthy con gre ga tion.

As my stay in the city was lim ited by en gage ments here to Thurs- 
day morn ing, I did not get time to see much of the place and its many
at trac tions. On Wednes day morn ing, how ever, I walked to Gi rard
Col lege — that splen did mon u ment of hu man pride and folly!

Good Mr. Vo gel bach did not wait for an in tro duc tion, but came up
with his broad Ger man face and shook me heartily by the hand. As
soon as he said ‘Bruder’ I knew whence he came, for his speech be- 
trays his Swabian birth."

In the same let ter he dis closes his sen ti ments to wards the fair sex:

I was quar tered at a very pleas ant home, the more so, as there was
a hand some young lady in the fam ily. I also drove out sev eral times
and made some pleas ant ac quain tances among the ‘sex’ of whom
there is ap par ently any num ber in brother Stork’s church. You need
not be come alarmed by this ref er ence to the ladies. I am be gin ning to
be of the opin ion that I have no soul or heart or that I am not like
other young men. How ever, I sup pose the rea son is ‘The time is not
yet’.

In an other let ter he speaks of a cer tain young lady’s mar riage, ex presses his
con grat u la tions and con fesses that she had been ‘his first and only flame.’

He has this to say of the Sun day School Hymn Book on which he had
been work ing for some time: “Yes ter day night at half past eleven o’clock I
fin ished mak ing out the in dex for the Sun day School Hymn Book. This let- 
ter was com menced on Mon day morn ing, but the print ers sent me the
printed proofs in all haste and all my leisure time has been taken up with
that dis agree able and te dious busi ness un til this morn ing. As this is the first
book which my poor ef forts have yet brought into ex is tence, I am anx ious
to see what an ap pear ance it will make. Solomon has said that ‘Of the mak- 
ing of many books there is no end’. I should be sorry if this were to be ful- 
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filled in my case, for this book-mak ing busi ness to me, is of all oth ers the
most trou ble some.”

Of the Lutheran Stan dard he says, “The Lutheran Stan dard which you
have had the kind ness to send to me, comes duly to hand. I am truly thank- 
ful, dear mother, for the op por tu nity of read ing this pa per. As it con tains
church in tel li gence which the Ob server does not, it fills up an im por tant
vac uum in my knowl edge of the state of the Church in Ohio. As to the se- 
lec tions in the Ob server or Stan dard or any of our Ger man pa pers, I find
very lit tle time to read them. Its weekly vis its con tin u ally re mind me of a
mother’s af fec tion ate re gard. As to those good men in Ohio, I bear no prej u- 
dice against them. Only I think they are not pur su ing that course which
would bring the great est good to the souls of men. I never ques tioned the
sin cer ity of such men as Green wald, Scha ef fer and oth ers, but yet I be lieve
they might be abun dantly more use ful were they to hold dif fer ent views,
and adopt a dif fer ent pol icy.”

He kept up a most happy cor re spon dence with his Jef fer son class mate,
Robert Pat ter son. He had hoped to se cure him as a teacher in his pro jected
acad emy and had writ ten him a for mal re quest to come, which was firmly
but lov ingly de clined.

Here is his ac count of a Christ mas visit to Lan cas ter, Penn syl va nia:

Call ing at the house of Dr. Baker and show ing my let ter of in tro- 
duc tion I was kindly re ceived and in vited to oc cupy his pul pit at
night. At seven I preached to a large con gre ga tion in the very large
Lutheran Church from the words of the prophet, ‘Thus saith the High
and Holy one, etc’ Shall any seed sown his evening take root? On my
re turn to the Rev. Dr. Baker’s, I had a visit from Mrs. Baugher of
Foun tain Dale, Pa. She in formed me that the lit tle seed had grown up
and be come a great tree. The hand ful of mem bers whom I joined to- 
gether while a stu dent in the sem i nary, have in creased to nearly one
hun dred. They have a hand some and com modi ous church and are
now in the Taney town and Em mets burg charge. I re mained in Lan- 
cas ter Tues day and part of Wednes day. Re newed my ac quain tance
with my old friend F. A. Muh len berg of Jef fer son Col lege, who is
still teach ing in the Acad emy. At the house of his fa ther, I saw the ob- 
ject of my visit to that place, some of the jour nals, and other man u- 
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script writ ings of the ven er a ble Muh len berg, the pi o neer Lutheran
mis sion ary in this coun try. I en deav ored to get them as a do na tion for
the His tor i cal So ci ety but did not suc ceed. They may per haps be se- 
cured on de posit. With out them a bi og ra phy of Muh len berg or a his- 
tory of his life and times could not be writ ten. Dr. Baker gave some
valu able do na tions of books, pam phlets, etc. to the So ci ety and ex- 
pressed him self highly grat i fied with the So ci ety and the ob ject it pro- 
poses. I must not omit to note down a few par tic u lars of the re mark- 
able work of God which has been wrought dur ing the last year in this
city.

The gen eral in ter est on the sub ject of re li gion which pre vailed ev- 
ery where last win ter was felt in Lan cas ter in sev eral of the Evan gel i- 
cal churches. Dr. Baker had for a long time op posed what are com- 
monly called ‘New Mea sures’ among us, but at the same time he
preached ex per i men tal re li gion with all his might. The re sult was here
as ev ery where else un der such preach ing. The peo ple of their own ac- 
cord and with his con sent met to gether in pri vate houses and ed i fied
each other by singing, prayer and read ing the Scrip tures. These meet- 
ings were held al most ev ery night dur ing the week, and some were
awak ened and jus ti fied al most ev ery evening. The wealth ier mem bers
of the con gre ga tion stood aloof, as in for mer times — the no bles put
not their shoul der to the work. But the com mon peo ple met to gether
gladly, and they with the Doc tor on their side pre vailed. Sev eral hun- 
dred per sons of both sexes were con verted dur ing the course of the
win ter and the whole char ac ter of the con gre ga tion has, since then
been changed. The good Doc tor is now one of the most de cided re- 
vival ists in the church. He says, ‘These mea sures will ei ther drive
min is ters into their use or they will drive men out’.

In a let ter to his mother he gives this ac count of Dr. Baker:

Af ter spend ing the evening very pleas antly till ten o’clock,
Dr. Baker kept me till one talk ing at a prodi gious rate about church
af fairs. He is one of the most pleas ing men I have ever met, full of
kind ness and love to the whole world, and at the same time so full of
en ergy and ac tiv ity that his whole body, hands and feet, face and all,
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are at work when he speaks. He is greatly beloved, I might say al most
wor shiped, by his con gre ga tion. When they speak of him it is with
real en thu si asm; in deed he is a fa ther among his peo ple. All de nom i- 
na tions of Chris tians love and re spect him, and he is at the head of all
the so ci eties, and schools, both clas si cal and pri mary, in the city. His
en gage ments are fright ful to think of. He preaches three times on
Sun day, be sides at tend ing and su per in tend ing the Sun day-school, and
has a meet ing ei ther in Eng lish or Ger man of some kind on ev ery
night in the week but Sat ur day. He says he is killing him self, and yet
he con tin ues from year to year as be fore. I thought he would never
grow weary of telling me the ben e fi cial ef fect ‘new mea sures’ so-
called have had upon his con gre ga tion. Un til the last year, he was al- 
ways op posed to these things, and was gen er ally the spokesman for
the Ger mans in the East Penn syl va nia Synod. But his peo ple fi nally
com menced prayer-meet ings in their own houses and when he saw,
af ter a few months, the happy ef fect which was pro duced, he threw
up his prej u dices at once, at tended and led the meet ings, and now has
two very large prayer-meet ings in Eng lish and Ger man ev ery week in
his lec ture room, be sides sev eral which are held in pri vate houses. He
says that since these meet ings have been held, his com mu nion mem- 
bers have more than dou bled. In his earnest em phatic man ner, he
would re peat this again and again, and then as if speak ing to some
op pos ing brother at Smod would say. ‘No, gen tle men, I must ridicule
these things no more, in deed I can not, my peo ple are now like a fam- 
ily of chil dren to gether; they love each other, they pray for each other,
etc. No, while I live I shall let my peo ple know that I ap prove of these
things!’

It must be con fessed that the whole con gre ga tion does not go with
him on that point. Some of the most in flu en tial of his mem bers did all
they could to put them down, but it would not do. These per sons still
stand aloof from all part or lot in these meet ings, though as firmly at- 
tached to the church as ever, and as con stant in their at ten dance.

I have been thus par tic u lar in my ac count of Dr. Baker be cause he
is one of the first min is ters in the church, both as re spects the sphere
in which he moves and as re gards his tal ents as a preacher. This
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change in his views and feel ings, on this ex cit ing ques tion, is re mark- 
able in more than one as pect. At his age in life men sel dom change
their opin ions and any one who knew him be fore and now must ad mit
that noth ing but a can did in ves ti ga tion of the truth could have brought
him over to the po si tion he now oc cu pies.

On his way home he stopped at York, vis ited his for mer fel low stu dent
Rev. Charles Hay and Pas tor Lochman. Here he col lected a num ber of
records for the His tor i cal So ci ety. Here is his ac count of his de light ful visit:

So be tween tur key din ners and tur key sup pers and talk ing half the
night with Charles and preach ing twice at York, I rather re cruited
back wards in stead of for wards. Af ter I had in doc tri nated Hay about
the His tor i cal So ci ety, he was in de fati ga ble in hunt ing the doc u ments.
We ran sacked some ten or fif teen li braries and gar rets in York and se- 
cured some valu able prizes, among which was a beau ti ful por trait of
the Rev. Ja cob Go er ing, one of the fa thers of the church, who
preached the Gospel and had re vivals in the dark est pe riod of her his- 
tory. It was re ally grat i fy ing to see how will ingly these things were
do nated to the So ci ety. Ev ery one with whom we con versed was fa- 
vor ably im pressed with the de sign of its for ma tion.

Dur ing this visit he re ceived sev eral flat ter ing and tempt ing of fers to lo cate
and la bor in this Mecca of Lutheranism. To these propo si tions he gave no
se ri ous thought on ac count of ‘the press ing need and poverty of his Bal ti- 
more peo ple.’

Here is his es ti mate of his dear friend Krauth: “Charles Krauth is now in
Phil a del phia on a visit. His church is crowded to ex cess on Sun day af ter- 
noons by the most gay and fash ion able young peo ple in the city. But un for- 
tu nately the church does not in crease in strength as might be ex pected from
such good con gre ga tions. He is a de light ful speaker, gifted in thought and
ad dress, but in the opin ion of those who love him most and know him best,
he is not suf fi ciently prac ti cal to be em i nently use ful.”

He gives this lit tle sketch of a very re mark able char ac ter in the Lutheran
Church of that day:
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Brother Lemenowsky of the Synod of the West preached in the
Chapel to a large and in ter ested con gre ga tion. This brother was for
twenty-three years in the army of Napoleon Bona parte, and af ter a
most event ful life on the con ti nent came to this coun try some twenty-
seven years ago, es cap ing from prison in Paris where he was con- 
demned to be shot for aid ing in bring ing Napoleon to Paris. He em- 
barked on board a ves sel and reached New York not only pen ni less
but in debt sixty dol lars for his pas sage, with out hat, with out shoes,
stock ings, cra vat, and noth ing in the world but a woolen shirt and a
pair of lin sey [a course linen -ed.] pan taloons. At first he sup ported
him self in Phil a del phia and in dif fer ent parts of the United States by
giv ing lessons in sword ex er cises. At length he got a sit u a tion in one
of the of fices of the gen eral gov ern ment in Wash ing ton City where he
at tached him self to a Ger man Church which was or ga nized some
twelve years ago in that city. He was there and then elected one of the
el ders and as such came to Bal ti more at a meet ing of the Gen eral
Synod.1

Here is his ac count of an im por tant meet ing which he at tended Jan. 19.:

At seven in the evening at tended a union meet ing in Dr. Mor ris’
lec ture room, com posed of the mem bers of the dif fer ent Lutheran
churches in the city. Dr. Mor ris made a short ad dress, af ter which I
spoke for some time urg ing the brethren to be up and do ing for the
sal va tion of the Ger man brethren af ter the flesh in the city. At the
close of my re marks, I pro posed that we raise the sum of three hun- 
dred dol lars for the sup port of a new Lutheran preacher on The Point
and in Can ton. Af ter singing a hymn, Dr. Kurtz made an ap pro pri ate
ad dress and then a gen eral in vi ta tion was given to any who were dis- 
posed to speak. The ex cite ment of the oc ca sion was very great and
some half dozen of the brethren rose and ex pressed them selves on the
ne ces sity of do ing some thing for this work on the spot. At their own
de sire, pa pers were cir cu lated and in a short time, the hand some sum
of two hun dred and sixty-four dol lars was raised for the sup port of
the mis sion ary and be tween three and four hun dred dol lars for the
new chapel which it was pro posed to build. This was all freely given.
The whole was as grate ful to my feel ings as it was un ex pected. Af ter
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prayer by brother B. Kurtz, we sep a rated, prais ing God for His mercy
and kind ness to ward us.

Feb. 18., Rev. Wm. Smith, pas tor of the First Eng lish Lutheran Church of
Pitts burgh vis ited him. Mr. Smith was about to re sign from his church on
ac count of his health, and the ob ject of his visit to Bal ti more was to se cure
Mr. Pas sa vant’s con sent to go to Pitts burgh, “as he would cer tainly be
called”. He records his re flec tions in these words:

When I went to rest last night it was to think but not to sleep, and
even dur ing sleep my mind was ac tively en gaged in think ing over the
sub ject of brother Smith’s visit. Oh, that I could be at rest on this and
kin dred mat ters which are pre sented to my mind and on which I must
de cide. With re gard to the call from York last week, I had no dif fi- 
culty, what ever, in see ing that un der ex ist ing cir cum stances it was not
my duty to leave this place. But my mind is painfully ha rassed on this
sub ject. Dur ing the past day I have had sev eral con ver sa tions with
brother Smith, and Drs. Mor ris and Kurtz, with ref er ence to this mat- 
ter. Oh God! Let me not mis take the path of duty. Thou hast hith erto
led me by Thine own hand. Oh, let me not in this my ex trem ity wan- 
der from the path in which Thou wouldst have me go. I am Thine:
then use me as it seemeth good in Thy sight to the praise of Thy great
name through the Beloved.

March the 7th, he re ceived the fol low ing let ter from Pitts burgh. When it
was handed to him he says, “I trem bled, while I read it, to such a de gree
that I had to lay it aside for some mo ments.”

I write you in haste to in form you that my res ig na tion was ac- 
cepted last evening by the Coun cil of our church and you are unan i- 
mously elected as my suc ces sor. I rec om mended you on the ground
that you would come on im me di ately, say ing three days or at most
seven, and that you would make a zeal ous and faith ful, and I hope a
suc cess ful pas tor. If you can come im me di ately, do so, and I will in- 
stantly re pair to Bal ti more to fill your place un til bet ter sup plied. The
Coun cil of fers you five hun dred dol lars salary and I think you will be
pleas antly and hap pily lo cated here. My health re quires that I should
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leave im me di ately. Do come on with out de lay and oblige your sin cere
brother,

WILLIAM H. SMITH.

He thus re ports his deep emo tions af ter re ceiv ing this let ter:

Be fore this came on, I thought my mind was made up to ac cept the
call should one come, but I am at a stand. I know not what to do. My
own will draws me now here, now there. Oh God, my God, into Thy
arms I throw my self. In this most im por tant trans ac tion of my life, let
me not be guided by any other than Thy mer ci ful hand. Oh, Thou
guide of my youth, lead me in the way I should go. Let me hear Thy
voice say ing, ‘This is the way, walk ye in it’. I fear my own will or
wish may bias my mind in this mat ter, though I do not even know
what my pref er ences are. Lord, let me not de ceive my self. Make me
will ing to do Thy will and let me know what Thy will con cern ing me
is. For Je sus the Re deemer’s sake, Amen."

Be sides the calls to York and to Pitts burgh, the young min is ter had other se- 
ri ous mat ters en gag ing his at ten tion at this time. His friend Krauth was
board ing in the hos pitable home of Z. G. Hewes where Mr. Pas sa vant fre- 
quently vis ited him. He was al ways wel comed in this fam ily and fre quently
re mained to tea. A niece of Mr. Hewes, Miss Eliza Wal ter, was at this time
mak ing her home there, and Mr. Pas sa vant nat u rally be came well ac- 
quainted with her. He of ten re ceived com pli men tary tick ets to var i ous en ter- 
tain ments for “him self and lady”. On one oc ca sion he made bold to ask
Miss Wal ter to ac com pany him to hear a fa mous lec turer. This at once
started the gos sips and he soon heard that he was en gaged to Miss Wal ter
and was asked when he was go ing to be mar ried. Dr. Mor ris had al ways
coun seled him to be very cau tious in these mat ters and to keep away from
the young ladies. Great was Pas sa vant’s sur prise, there fore, when the good
doc tor called him aside and in formed him that he had heard of his at ten tions
to Miss Wal ter, con grat u lated him on his good taste and good for tune, com- 
mended the young lady most highly and ad vised him to “hold on”. As
Mr. Pas sa vant had paid no spe cial at ten tion to the young woman be yond the
one oc ca sion re ferred to and re ally had no se ri ous in ten tions, he was greatly
dis turbed by all this. As usual, he gave a full ac count of this em bar rass ing
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sit u a tion to his sis ter Vir ginia and to his mother. He tells them frankly of the
good qual i ties of the mod est and pi ous young woman and of the high es- 
teem in which she was held by all who knew her. As his in come was barely
suf fi cient to sup port him self, he had no in ten tion of be ing mar ried and sin- 
cerely dep re cated even the pos si bil ity of rais ing false hopes in the young
woman. He there fore craves the ad vice of his sis ter and mother.

Vir ginia an swered him in her own frank man ner, gen tly chided him for
be ing wrought up over so small a mat ter, and ad vised him to pay no at ten- 
tion to gos sip, to keep cool, take his time and get ad vice when there would
be some thing to give ad vice on.

His mother took it more se ri ously, told him that he was too young to
think of be ing mar ried, that he ought not to give it a thought un til he should
be able to sup port a wife prop erly. She was not a lit tle vexed at Dr. Mor ris
for his “match mak ing” and his ill-timed ad vice on the sub ject.

On the re cep tion of this dou ble ad vice, young Pas sa vant made up his
mind to make haste slowly and to do “no court ing” for the present, and yet
he could not help but oc ca sion ally visit his friend Krauth and so meet Miss
Wal ter. In this man ner, even though un con sciously, the ten der pas sion was
gen tly root ing.

As we shall see, Miss Wal ter in due time be came Mrs. Pas sa vant. At the
ripe age of eighty, on be ing earnestly re quested, she wrote out some of the
mem o ries of that happy pe riod. She says:

Rev. Pas sa vant was a fre quent vis i tor to Rev. Krauth. On one of
these vis its he was in vited to take tea at which time Miss Wal ter, a
niece of Mrs. Hewes, was in tro duced to Rev. Pas sa vant. This gen tle- 
man’s vis its be came fre quent. A sin cere friend ship ex isted be tween
these young peo ple. There was some thing about this young preacher
that was very in ter est ing, all ab sence of self as ser tion, and a hum ble
trust in di vine help as to suc cess of his la bor. There was marked dif- 
fer ence be tween these two young men. Rev. Krauth was won der fully
gifted in tel lec tu ally for one so young and brought to his church
crowds to lis ten to his won der ful ser mons; the Rev. Pas sa vant be gan
his labors among a poor mid dle class of peo ple in a very hum ble
church. The dif fi cul ties that had to be fought and sur mounted to one
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less in earnest in the Mas ter’s work would have made him give up in
de spair. But his suc cess was grand; he built a new church, was loved
and re spected by all where he la bored, un til in 1844 when he was
called to the First Church of Pitts burgh. Af ter a friendly cor re spon- 
dence. Rev. Pas sa vant came to Bal ti more to see his old friend. Af ter a
few days Miss Eliza Wal ter and he were en gaged, but they were not
to be mar ried un til he had been one year in Pitts burgh.

◊ Elize Wal ter Pas sa vant

The call to Pitts burgh was a mat ter of the most in tense per plex ity to
Mr. Pas sa vant. His in cli na tions were all in fa vor of ac cept ing the call. In his
view the draw backs in Bal ti more were:
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First, The low ceil ing of the Luther Chapel made preach ing ex ceed ingly
dif fi cult for one who spoke with his an i ma tion and force. He says: “I am al- 
ways ex hausted in one ser vice and must lie down for sev eral hours be fore I
am able to hold the evening ser vice. When I preach in Dr. Mor ris’, brother
Krauth’s, or any other large city church, I feel noth ing of this ex haus tion.”
He felt that if he could see any prospect for a new church, he would be will- 
ing to re main.

Sec ond, The lo ca tion of the Chapel on the out skirts of the city was un fa- 
vor able for the gath er ing of a large con gre ga tion. In com ing to his ser vices,
the peo ple had to pass many churches that were much larger, more com fort- 
able and invit ing.

Third, To his mind Pitts burgh of fered a more ex ten sive field for use ful- 
ness, be sides it was the gate way to that great promis ing, ex pand ing West to
which his heart and mind had been so forcibly drawn.

Fourth, In Pitts burgh, he would be nearer to his home and its loved ones.

Fifth, Mr. Krauth told him that it was fool ish to hes i tate; as for him, he
would in a like sit u a tion, ac cept such a call “at once”.

On the other hand, his mother gave some weighty rea sons against his go- 
ing to Pitts burgh. Though her heart yearned to have him near home, her
good judg ment and com mon sense saw the dif fi cul ties in the way. As to
hard work, it would cer tainly be no less so in Pitts burgh. There were the
heavy debt and the dis heart ened peo ple. In Bal ti more he had trained up his
own peo ple and they were har mo nious, af fec tion ate and ready to fol low his
lead ing. Again the Pitts burgh con gre ga tion was spread over two cities and
the coun try round about. It would take much more time for vis it ing and
there would be less time for study and self-im prove ment. As for health,
there was the sul furous smoke which might be worse than a low-ceiled
church. The fact that nei ther the Rev. Mr. Mc Cron nor the Rev. Mr. Smith
had been able to re main long was proof pos i tive of the dif fi culty of the
field. As to be ing nearer home, while that had its pleas ant side, there was
also an other con sid er a tion. His fa ther and Bishop Schweizer barth were both
strongly op posed to all “New Mea sures”. They would cer tainly watch him
and would take of fense at such re vival meet ings, with anx ious bench and
mourn ers, as he had in Bal ti more. Schweitzer barth would cer tainly make it
very un pleas ant for him.
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The per plexed young pas tor went first of all to God for coun sel. Then he
con sulted his par ents and lastly his church coun cil and brethren of the min- 
istry. Af ter due de lib er a tion and prayer, he wrote his ac cep tance of the call
and car ried it to the post-of fice, when, im me di ately on his re turn, he was
met by the mem bers of his church coun cil. They in formed him that by an
al most des per ate ef fort they had se cured sub scrip tions to the amount of
three thou sand dol lars within the con gre ga tion for the build ing of a new
church; that lead ing mem bers of Dr. Mor ris’ church had in formed them that
their mem bers would doubt less eas ily make up the other three thou sand that
would be needed, if Mr. Pas sa vant would re main in Bal ti more. This spirit of
de vo tion and sac ri fice so touched him that he has tened to the post-of fice
and took his let ter out again just be fore the mail was taken away. He writes:
“As the poor peo ple have ex erted them selves day and night and the con gre- 
ga tion is so in ex pe ri enced that I fear to leave them, I have at last re solved to
stay. I trust that this is God’s will, I am sure that it is not my own. Poor dear
peo ple; may God bless and re ward them for their kind ness.”

And so when he had de clined the call he went to work anew to build up
this con gre ga tion, to erect their new church, to strengthen Muh len berg Sun- 
day-school, and to la bor for a con gre ga tion there. But he was still kept in an
un set tled state of mind. Let ters came from lead ing men of the Pitts burgh
church and from brethren in the min istry, telling him of the crit i cal pe riod
that was upon that con gre ga tion, how much was at stake for the Lutheran
cause in the West and urg ing him to re con sider his re fusal. April, 22., a sec- 
ond unan i mous and most ur gent call came from the First Eng lish Lutheran
Church of Pitts burgh.

This time, af ter again lay ing the mat ter be fore God with strong cries and
plead ings, he fi nally felt that it was the Lord’s will that he should go. Not- 
with stand ing the af fec tion ate and pa thetic grief of his peo ple, he saw that he
dared no longer fol low his feel ings. Duty called and he must go. The con- 
gre ga tion, the Sun day School and Li brary As so ci a tion of Luther Chapel, all
passed and pre sented ap pre cia tive and suit able res o lu tions. Num ber less
presents and to kens of af fec tion came in. The scenes of the last days in Bal- 
ti more were both dis tress ing and ex cit ing. He vis ited from house to house,
ex plained his mo tive and tried to have them rec on ciled to his leav ing. And
so they fi nally parted as the best of friends and he was not con scious of
leav ing a sin gle en emy among them. It was hard est to leave his six hun dred
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Sun day-school pupils. For a long time af ter wards, the tears would flow ev- 
ery time he spoke of his leave-tak ing.

1. The ro man tic story of this man is told in “Un der Two Cap tains” by
Rev. Dr. W. A. Sadtler, Gen eral Coun cil Pub li ca tion House, Phil a del- 
phia.↩ 



125

6. Be gin nings In Pitts burgh

MR. PAS SA VANT SPENT sev eral de light ful weeks in the old home,
be fore go ing to Pitts burgh. His mother writes Vir ginia who was away from
home: “As for Willy stu dent-like, he has lost his for mer love for man ual la- 
bor and looks so frail and thin that I do not like to see him fa tigue him self.”
He preached to the grat i fi ca tion and ed i fi ca tion of all in Zelieno ple, Har- 
mony, Prospect and But ler. His mother says: “He might just as well be in
Pitts burgh, at tend ing to his own con gre ga tion as to be en gaged in these self-
im posed ser vices.”

Of the con di tion of the church in Pitts burgh and of the be gin ning of
Mr. Pas sa vant’s work there, Mr. Thomas H. Lane, a life-long mem ber,
worker and pil lar of the church, wrote this in ter est ing sketch for the Memo- 
rial Work man, as also, by re quest, an other rem i nis cence for this work. We
quote from both:

Rev. Pas sa vant took charge of the fee ble or ga ni za tion known as
the ‘First Eng lish Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church in Pitts burgh,’ in the
Spring of 1844.

The or ga ni za tion had been formed by Fa ther Heyer, Jan. 15, 1837.
Af ter serv ing it for a brief pe riod, he re signed to or ga nize a Ger man
con gre ga tion, now known as Trin ity Ger man Evan gel i cal Lutheran
Con gre ga tion, whose church is lo cated on High Street. Rev. Emanuel
Frey suc ceeded him for the brief pe riod of a few months, when he
was forced to aban don the un der tak ing by fail ure of health, which
per ma nently dis abled him for per form ing the du ties of a min is ter. In
1839, Dr. John Mc Cron, freshly grad u ated from the The o log i cal sem- 
i nary at Get tys burg, as sumed charge as ‘res i dent mis sion ary,’ com- 
mis sioned there for by the West Penn syl va nia Synod. In 1840 the
church on Sev enth Av enue was built, and was ded i cated dur ing the
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ses sion of the West Penn syl va nia Synod, which met in con ven tion
that fall in the new ed i fice.

Dr. Mc Cron was suc ceeded by the Rev. W. H. Smith, of Charles- 
ton, South Car olina, in April, 1843. Af ter one year’s ser vice, he re- 
signed. Mar. 4, 1844. Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant, then in Bal ti more, Md.,
had a call ex tended to him to be come pas tor, which he de clined to ac- 
cept. Apr. 22, 1844, the call was re peated and to the great joy of the
fee ble and dis heart ened flock, who trem blingly awaited its re sults, he
com mu ni cated his ac cep tance.

His flock were a fee ble folk, re garded ei ther nu mer i cally or in re- 
la tion to their so cial stand ing or to their fi nan cial re sources. They
were op pressed un der a debt of four teen thou sand dol lars, in curred in
the pur chase of the prop erty and the erec tion on it of their church
build ing. They were un able to meet the in ter est on their obli ga tions,
and had ac tu ally been in the clutches of the sher iff from which they
were barely re leased by the ex er tions of one mem ber, George Wey- 
man, who then pos sessed the req ui site means, but who stag gered un- 
der the weight of al most the en tire cost of the en ter prise. Con fronted
by such ob sta cles, a young man, not far ad vanced be yond his twen ti- 
eth year, in the name of the Lord set up his ban ner. He aroused the
faint ing courage of his peo ple, he coun seled them and en cour aged
them by his stal wart faith. He added greatly to their num bers, and de- 
vel oped to the ut most their grow ing strength.

Prov i dence had gifted Mr. Pas sa vant with an at trac tive ap pear ance
and a pre pos sess ing man ner and ad dress. He had a mu si cal voice and
other nat u ral gifts of or a tory which had been trained and cul tured dur- 
ing a thor ough course of col le giate and sem i nary in struc tion. His per- 
sonal in ter course was po lite and dig ni fied. His dis po si tion ge nial and
cheer ful and his sym pa thies cor dial and sin cere. He at once won the
ad mi ra tion and pride of his peo ple, and rapidly be came a fa vorite
among all classes and de nom i na tions in our city. These per sonal char- 
ac ter is tics widened and deep ened with the ex pe ri ence of his fu ture
years, and up un til the close of life. In oc cur rences of sick ness or
death in fam i lies or the com mu nity out side of his own de nom i na tion,
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dur ing the ab sence or lack of a reg u lar pas tor, his min is tra tions were
sought with sur pris ing fre quency.

His in flu ence upon the young was won der ful. He stim u lated them
to ef fort in all di rec tions. The Sun day School grew sur pris ingly, an i- 
mated by his con stant ex er tions and his hearty co-op er a tions. Sys tem- 
atic ef forts were di rected by ‘Mite So ci eties,’ and other means to in- 
crease the rev enue of the church. The cat e chet i cal in struc tion was
sys tem at i cally main tained. The sick and in di gent were con sci en- 
tiously cared for, and an es prit de corps aroused, which ban ished de- 
spon dency with its at ten dant supine ness. His per sonal in ter course
with the young men of his charge in duced not a few to re solve to de- 
vote their lives to the min istry and in re peated in stances these were
aided in their ef forts to ob tain suit able ed u ca tion, di rectly by his own
aid, or that pro cured through him from oth ers. His cheer ful, happy
tem per re lieved the minds of the young from that re pres sive in flu ence
which in the lives of so many good peo ple tends to ap pall the young.

Af ter the ex er cises of his cat e chet i cal class held on Sat ur day af ter- 
noon, he would oc ca sion ally ac com pany them in a stroll over the ad- 
ja cent hills.

There was but lit tle dis tinc tive Lutheranism ei ther in cus tom or
teach ing; the em pha sis in deed was laid upon the dis proval of our dif- 
fer ence from the or tho dox de nom i na tions. It was es teemed a fa vor to
have a min is ter of a dif fer ent de nom i na tion to fill the pul pit. This
would nat u rally im ply that there was not much ac quain tance with
Lutheran doc trine. The Augs burg Con fes sion was prob a bly nei ther
known nor pos sessed by a sin gle mem ber of the con gre ga tion. There
had been a bit ter con tro versy per vad ing the church about this time,
over the ‘new mea sure’ sys tem. The ap pear ance and dis cus sion of
Dr. Nevin’s ‘Anx ious Bench,’ em a nat ing from Mer cers burg, whilst
Pro fes sor in the Re formed Sem i nary there, and sim i lar pub li ca tions in
both churches, in volved both Re formed, and Lutheran Churches in a
very bit ter con tro versy. Dr. Kurtz, through the col umns of the Ob- 
server, which he edited, wrote the most in flam ma tory ed i to ri als, and
filled his col umns with con tri bu tions from cor re spon dents and re ports



128

of the re fresh ing out-pour ing of the Spirit, which was at tend ing the
most ex trav a gantly con ducted meet ings held all over the church.
Those who op posed such pro ceed ings were de nounced as Puseyites,
for mal ists, and by any ep i thet which would im ply the des ti tu tion of
the gen uine spir i tu al ity.

The Rev. A. H. Wa ters who be came the life long friend and co-worker of
Dr. Pas sa vant was at this time a wor shiper in the First church and a mem ber
of the Young Peo ple’s So ci ety. By re quest he also be gan to write a rem i nis- 
cence of Pas sa vant’s en try upon the work in Pitts burgh. The writ ing of this
rem i nis cence was bro ken off by his sud den death. We give the un fin ished
notes:

For sev eral years the First church of Pitts burgh had been strug- 
gling un der great dif fi cul ties, and was heav ily in debt. It had been un- 
der the care of able men but seemed to make no progress. The
Lutheran Church was scarcely rec og nized among oth ers and seemed
a for lorn hope. The call of Dr. Pas sa vant was a most op por tune event
in the his tory of the strug gling con gre ga tion. A young man with lit tle
ex pe ri ence, he en tered upon this mis sion, which had been served by
older and bril liant men and left af ter brief ser vice.

The writer of this rem i nis cence can well re mem ber the in ter est ing
col lo quium held in his pres ence, be tween him and two of the of fi cers
of the church af ter his first visit and ser vices. The sub ject of con ver- 
sa tion was his call and the com pen sa tion.

Five hun dred dol lars was all the con gre ga tion felt able to give, and
it was thought that that was suf fi cient to sup port a sin gle or un mar- 
ried man. Mr. Pas sa vant sug gested that be sides mere liv ing some thing
was needed for books. But the call was ac cepted, and the writer re- 
calls the in ter est ing fact that he was made the mes sen ger of his first
quar ter’s salary which was handed to him with not a lit tle self-im por- 
tance at the close of cat e chet i cal in struc tion.

The young pas tor at once took a prom i nent place among the pas- 
tors of the city and the church was filled with de lighted hear ers. His
per sonal ap pear ance, which was ex ceed ingly at trac tive in his youth,
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as it was in later years, his sweet melo di ous voice and his elo quence
all com bined to draw to his preach ing ad mir ing crowds and to rapidly
swell the strug gling con gre ga tion with de vout wor shipers. Mr. Pas sa- 
vant be came very pop u lar in the city and beloved by the other min is- 
ters, and es pe cially was drawn with re mark able fel low ship and en- 
dear ment to Rev. Dr. Her ron, the ven er a ble and able pas tor of the
First Pres by te rian Church.

But while he was led to Pitts burgh to per form a great work in the
lift ing up of the strug gling church, a greater work was be fore him. In
his com ing to Pitts burgh there was a re mark able co in ci dence. About
the same time the Rev. G. Bassler, of blessed mem ory, came to
Zelieno ple and en tered upon the la bo ri ous and self-deny ing work of
preach ing the gospel in that some what sparsely set tled re gion.

Their dis po si tion, their bent of mind, and their man ner of work
were as dif fer ent as they could pos si bly be, and yet there was a magic
power ex er cised by each over the other, so that in their great di ver sity
there was a won der ful unity. The one seemed nec es sary to bal ance the
other. The di vine mind was di rect ing these two men in the ac com- 
plish ment of a great work for the church and for suf fer ing hu man ity.
It was soon ap par ent that the work of Dr. Pas sa vant reached be yond
the nar row lim its of a sin gle con gre ga tion. His heart went out to the
re gions be yond. There loomed up be fore his mind the vast mul ti tude
of the Church of the Ref or ma tion that must be looked af ter.

Mr. Pas sa vant took hold of the work in the Pitts burgh church with the same
ag gres sive zeal which he had shown in Bal ti more. Af ter se cur ing a list of
the mem bers and as far as he could of the at ten dants of his church, he
started out on a tour of vis i ta tion. The con gre ga tion was scat tered over
Pitts burgh, Al le gheny, Birm ing ham and a half dozen sub urbs. There were
nei ther rail roads nor street cars. Only in the cen ter of the city were there
pave ments or board walks. Mud roads led to Riceville, Ba yard stown, Soho,
East Lib erty, Tem per anceville, Man ches ter and Sharps burg.

Along the streets and lanes of the city, across its hills and val leys,
through rain and mud, heat and dust, trudged the young pas tor. At home
alike in the el e gant man sion, in the lowly cot tage and in the wretched hovel,
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knock ing at front doors and at back doors, stop ping in at the work shop, the
fac tory or the store, or walk ing out into field or for est to find a man, he was
ev ery where seek ing for souls. With that gen tle and kindly tact which was
part of his na ture, he knew how to ap proach all classes and con di tions of
men, women and chil dren, and how to make all feel at ease in his pres ence.
The ser vants and strangers were not for got ten. To the Ger mans he be came a
Ger man; to the French he could say a few kind words in their tongue, while
for the Ne groes he al ways had a word of that sim ple good-na tured pa tois
which found its way to the heart. But these calls and con ver sa tions were not
merely so cial vis its. They were pas toral calls. He left be hind him some
word or truth of God, the im pres sion that a man of God had been in the
house. Where con ve nient, he read the Word and of fered prayer for the
house hold. In this man ner he spent a large part of the first sum mer, preach- 
ing from house to house, get ting ac quainted with the mem bers of his flock,
gain ing their con fi dence, draw ing them to the church and her or di nances
and en list ing all he could in some good ser vice for the souls and bod ies of
their fel low men.

But his mis sion was not only to the mem bers of his church. Like a good
un der-shep herd, he was al ways seek ing the lost. Wher ever he could find an
unchurched, an un saved soul, there he be lieved that he had a mis sion. All
such were ad mon ished, coun seled and in vited to the house of God.

In the midst of all this work in his con gre ga tion, he be gan to hold reg u lar
ser vices in the city jail. Of this work his mother writes:

I ex press to-day my de light at the good work you have been com- 
menc ing by your vis its to the jail. Oh how glad I am that you have
been think ing of those poor wretched pris on ers and per haps may be
the blessed means of lead ing them to a sin cere re pen tance, ei ther to
sub mit with a re signed heart, if pun ish ment should be awarded, or to
be gin a new life if the law pro nounces them free. In their for lorn sit u- 
a tion, shut out from all ex ter nal in flu ences, it seems as if the gospel
must have more ef fect than when preached to sin ful men out of jail
where the good seed is straight way car ried off by the birds of the air
— the cares and fol lies of the world. If the are any tracts or books
that you know of cal cu lated to be use ful to these men, buy them on
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my ac count. I shall be too happy to con trib ute in the re motest de gree
to so good a work.

Dur ing his can vass ing, his alert eye and his mis sion ary mind were busy
plan ning and pro ject ing Lutheran mis sions in the dif fer ent quar ters of the
city and in the out ly ing dis tricts. Dur ing the years of his Pitts burgh pas- 
torate, he se cured build ing lots in Al le gheny, Birm ing ham and in nearly ev- 
ery sub urb of the city, which he held for fu ture churches. A num ber of these
be came the start ing points for Eng lish Lutheran churches. If all his mis sion- 
ary plans were not car ried out, it was be cause he be came ab sorbed in an- 
other line of work and also be cause he could not en list the co-op er a tion of
those on whom he had counted. Great men are al ways san guine, hope ful,
op ti mistic. If their projects do not all ma ture, many do; and even those that
fail, point the way and stir up oth ers to work.

To the sec ond meet ing of the Pitts burgh Synod Mr. Pas sa vant could re- 
port: “This con gre ga tion has con nected with it six Sun day-schools num ber- 
ing over five hun dred schol ars. Three are in the bounds of the city of Pitts- 
burgh, one in Al le gheny and two in the coun try.”

This large can vass ing and per sonal work of the new pas tor soon made it- 
self felt. Peo ple flocked to hear him preach. This in turn stirred him up to
dili gence in study and prepa ra tion. As the num bers of hear ers in creased, the
preacher in creased in unc tion and in power. Of his preach ing in Pitts burgh,
Mr. Lane writes:

Dur ing his pas torate in the Pitts burgh church, he was un doubt edly
one of the most pop u lar of our pul pit or a tors. And up to that day, it is
doubt ful if any of our city cler gy men had at tracted larger num bers
out side of his own con gre ga tions, than those who reg u larly at tended
his preach ing. This was es pe cially the case at night ser vice, when sit- 
ting ac com mo da tions could scarcely be se cured by many of those
who thronged to hear him. The style of his speak ing and of his writ- 
ing was pure and liq uid in its flow, and whilst at times he was most
earnest and forcible in his ap peals, he was never ei ther coarse or satir- 
i cal in his ex pres sions. When most ab sorbed in a con ge nial theme, his
treat ment was win ning and per sua sive, and abounded in pathos. He
then es pe cially preached with unc tion, in the in trin sic sense of that



132

much mis used term. Had not the ex act ing de mands of his in sti tu tions
of mercy de prived him of nec es sary pe ri ods of study and prepa ra tion
for the stated de mands of preach ing, his peo ple would never have as- 
sented, to his res ig na tion of his con gre ga tion when he fi nally and
peremp to rily did it, to give un fet tered de vo tion to the for mer.

Mr. An drew W. Mc Col lough, a lead ing cit i zen of But ler, Pa., an el der in the
Pres by te rian Church, writes this in ter est ing rem i nis cence of Mr. Pas sa vant
when thirty-three years old. It was on the oc ca sion of the lay ing of the cor- 
ner stone of the first build ing of the Or phans’ Farm School, July 4, 1854,
that the coun try boy, ‘Andy’ Mc Col lough, first saw and heard of Mr. Pas sa- 
vant. Here is his im pres sion of the per sonal ap pear ance of the young
preacher:

It was the first time that I had seen and heard the beloved Pas sa- 
vant. I thought then he was the hand somest man that I had ever seen
and I think so still. From that day to this, he has been my ideal min is- 
ter of Christ. His shapely head, his lofty brow, his clas sic fea tures
aglow with benev o lence, his spirit-il lu mined face that shone in his
fer vid prayer with the very light of heaven — so strangely lu mi nous
was it — his black hair fall ing in long silky tresses about his shoul- 
ders, and the sur pass ing ten der ness of his soft sweet voice; all com- 
bined to in vest him with some thing akin to the su per nat u ral as he
stood with out stretched arms and stream ing eyes plead ing for the fa- 
ther less and friend less. His was a most mar velous per son al ity. He was
mag net i cally elo quent, as he was fas ci nat ing in beauty of coun te- 
nance and in pol ish of man ner. He lived so close to the Re deemer of
men that he grew into His like ness here be low ere he passed into the
heav ens.

Bishop White head, in speak ing to me in my home of Dr. Pas sa- 
vant a short time af ter his death, said: ‘He was the most at trac tive
man that I ever saw.’ In this re mark, the ven er a ble Bi.shop but voiced
the uni ver sal tes ti mony of all who knew him. The Rev. Dr. Swift of
Al le gheny City once told me that Dr. Pas sa vant could have be come
one of Amer ica’s fore most pul pit or a tors — a ver i ta ble Henry Ward
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Beecher — if he had not cho sen in stead to be Amer ica’s great est phi- 
lan thropist.

At one time near the close of his col lege ca reer, Mr. Pas sa vant was
in vited to de liver an ad dress on tem per ance at a con ven tion in Evans
City dur ing the Wash ing to nian Tem per ance Move ment. I think it was
dur ing the de liv ery of one of his elo quent pe ri ods that Mr. George A.
Kirk patrick of Prospect, Pa., was car ried off his feet by the force and
fer vor of or a tory so that he shouted ‘Hal lelu jah’ with gen uine
Methodis tic ve he mence. This started such a peal of en thu si as tic
cheer ing that it was some time be fore the speaker could pro ceed.

Not many weeks af ter en ter ing upon his ar du ous labors in his new field, the
young pas tor was called upon to pass through an other great sor row. His af- 
fec tion ate, at trac tive and gifted sis ter Vir ginia, af ter a brief ill ness, died in
the twenty-fifth year of her age. From one of the many ap pre cia tive obit u- 
ary no tices, we quote:

Died at Zelieno ple, Penn syl va nia, on Fri day, June 19th, Miss Vir- 
ginia C. S. Pas sa vant, sec ond daugh ter of P. L. Pas sa vant, Es quire. To
those who were in ti mately ac quainted with the de ceased, it is un nec- 
es sary to say any thing of her true, lovely char ac ter. They will ever re- 
mem ber her as the tried friend, the en gag ing com pan ion, the hum ble,
yet de cided fol lower of Je sus Christ; and though time may wear away
the fresh ness of that re mem brance the fra grance of her mem ory will
re main like the scent of the rose when its bloom is gone. It will be a
source of melan choly plea sure to them to know that she died as she
lived — in the Lord. Even in the wild ness of her delir ium, the streams
of her life, ‘in whose calm depths the beau ti ful and true were mir- 
rored,’ flowed on as pure and beau ti fully as ever, and so nat u ral was
the flow of the stream into the ocean of eter nity that it could scarcely
be per ceived when mor tal ity was swal lowed up in life. But the va- 
cancy in the hearts and home of her af flicted fam ily tells in lan guage
of dread ful cer tainty that she is not here, she is gone to a bet ter coun- 
try, even an heav enly, where there is no more death, nei ther sor row
nor cry ing and where her life is hid with Christ in God.
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Sweet spirit, farewell. Though our hearts bleed and na ture sinks
un der the stroke of the heav enly chas tise ment, we would not call thee
back; we shall come to thee but thou shalt not re turn to us.

Af ter Vir ginia’s death, her share of the es tate was equally di vided among
the other heirs. Mr. Pas sa vant set apart his en tire share of her es tate for a
spe cial use. From the pro ceeds of this, he helped poor stu dents, needy min- 
is ters and spe cial cases re quir ing suc cor. The prin ci pal of that fund has been
sa credly kept, and he never used a cent for him self.

Dur ing his first year in Pitts burgh, Mr. Pas sa vant felt the need of a
Synod with that city as a cen ter. A visit home to at tend the con se cra tion of
the Eng lish Lutheran church gave oc ca sion for the first con sul ta tion on the
sub ject. From the Work man of Jan. 17, 1884, we clip this in ter est ing ac- 
count:

In Sept. 1844, he preached at the con se cra tion of a mod est brick
church which had been erected by the Eng lish con gre ga tion at
Zelieno ple. The lot was do nated and the cost of the build ing amount- 
ing to one thou sand dol lars was pro vided for by the sub scrip tions of
the mem bers, and the do na tions of a few friends from abroad. This
was the sec ond Eng lish Lutheran church in the whole ter ri tory now
oc cu pied by the Pitts burgh Synod, and its erec tion was an event so
full of in spi ra tion that it led to the idea of the for ma tion of a Synod in
the west ern coun ties of the State.

On the Mon day af ter the con se cra tion, in a walk along the Con no- 
que ness ing, the ne ces sity of such an or ga ni za tion was first broached.
Rev. Mr. Bassler, who af ter wards be came the first pres i dent of the
Gen eral Coun cil, at once re ceived it with fa vor, but the most in tel li- 
gent lay men in the church thought the idea chimeri cal. He, how ever,
made the re mark, ‘that while the for ma tion of a Synod could not be
ex pected in our time, it might yet be pos si ble to or ga nize some kind
of an as so ci a tion or con fer ence so that at cor ner-stone lay ings and
ded i ca tions and the in stal la tion of pas tors, two or three min is ters
might be present to aid the churches.’ This mem o rable walk, with the
sub ject then dis cussed, is here re ferred to in or der to in di cate the fee- 
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ble be gin nings forty years ago, and the sa cred duty ‘not to de spise the
day of small things.’

The next step was taken in But ler dur ing the au tumn of the same year. In
the Work man of Mar. 24, 1887, we have this ac count:

There was a con fer ence of a few Lutheran min is ters re sid ing in
west ern Penn syl va nia, Aug. 27, 1844, who met in this front room.
The num ber with Rev, Mr. Bassler was but five or six and the ob ject
of the meet ing was to con sult in what way the best in ter ests of the
church could be ad vanced, ei ther by unit ing with some ex ist ing
Synod or or ga niz ing a new one. Much of the time was spent in prayer
to God for the guid ance of the Holy Spirit, and as a re sult the con vic- 
tion was strength ened that for ef fec tive church work a Synod was in- 
dis pens ably nec es sary.

At this meet ing it was unan i mously re solved that pre lim i nary steps should
be taken to or ga nize a new Synod in the in ter ests of our scat tered Lutheran
peo ple in west ern Penn syl va nia. The ter ri tory in as far as it had been looked
af ter at all was claimed by both the Ohio, the West Penn syl va nia, and other
Syn ods. These Syn ods were not in har mony with each other and much time
and en ergy were of ten spent in both try ing to oc cupy the same lo cal ity. The
ter ri tory had been set tled mostly by the sturdy Scotch-Irish. But there were
also many set tle ments of Ger mans and their Amer i can ized de scen dants
scat tered from the Al le gheny Moun tains to the west ern prairies. It was
mainly fco se cure har mo nious ef fort and co-op er a tion in look ing af ter these
chil dren of the Lutheran Di as pora that the zeal ous young pas tor of the First
church of Pitts burgh wanted a new Synod. It was he who had called to- 
gether the five pas tors in Bassler’s study in But ler. Af ter this pre lim i nary
con fer ence, it was he who trav eled, vis ited, urged and cor re sponded with
the brethren in these re gions and tried to stir up their in ter est in this new
move ment.

Here is a let ter from the Rev. M. J. Steck of Greens burg, who be came
the first pres i dent of the new Synod:

Yours of the 4th inst. came duly to hand. I should have writ ten
sooner but I could hardly come to the con clu sion what to do in the or- 
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ga ni za tion of a Synod in the west ern part of this State. But inas much
as you de sire it, I will frankly state my opin ion on the sub ject. I have
thought and prayed, since your visit to me and es pe cially since your
let ter of the fourth, most sin cerely that God might di rect me to that
which would be most con ducive to the wel fare of the Lutheran
Church and es pe cially to the West ern part of this State; and I can not
help telling you that I am firmly of the opin ion that we could la bor to
far greater ad van tage, and do far more good to this sec tion of the
coun try in preach ing Christ and Him cru ci fied to the world, if we had
a Synod of our own.

One thing I know, that I have no more sat is fac tion at our Syn od i- 
cal meet ings. Un til about eight or ten years ago I re joiced when the
time drew near when I should meet my brethren in the Synod, but
now it has be come a bur den to me, in our east ern dis trict es pe cially;
and what prospects can we have for the bet ter, if such men as B. are
put at the helm? Yet it is very painful for me to sep a rate my self from
the west ern brethren, whom I love as the ap ple of my eye, and with
whom I have been united in the same Synod for nearly thirty years. I
can hardly think of it— yet I know it is my duty to love the Church
more than the brethren. Dr. Mech ling thinks and feels as I do. I had a
long con ver sa tion with him on this sub ject, and I think he will go in
for it if I do. Yet I am free to con fess that I can not unite with the
brethren in a Synod where New Mea sures are car ried to that ex tent to
which they are car ried in some places. If I do unite with you, and
such things should take place, I would be un der the dis agree able ne- 
ces sity of with draw ing from the Synod.

What shall be the re sult in the event of our unit ing in a Synod?
Shall we have to join the Gen eral Synod? Will this Synod be bound
to sup port the Get tys burg Sem i nary? or will each brother be al lowed
to sup port such a sem i nary as he thinks proper? To the first my ob jec- 
tions are not very strong, but if I should be com pelled to sup port the
east ern sem i nary, when I would feel it my duty to sup port that of
Colum bus, this would be hard. I do not know whether I could.
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A num ber of those on whom Mr. Pas sa vant counted hes i tated. They thought
that there were Syn ods enough, that it would stir up need less op po si tion to
or ga nize an other, that those who would go into it were so few and so widely
scat tered that they would not be able to ac com plish any thing and that they
would not agree with each other as to doc trine and mea sures. It was the
same spirit of timid ity and ap a thy with which Mr. Pas sa vant had to con tend
dur ing his whole life. This spirit cost him more grief and anx i ety than all his
hard labors.

It was not his na ture, how ever, to give up. He felt that the new Synod
was needed in the Lutheran Church and for the King dom of God and so he
fi nally suc ceeded in bring ing to gether eight min is ters and six lay del e gates
in his church in Pitts burgh, Jan. 15, 1845.

It meant some thing in those days to go to Synod. The only one liv ing at
this writ ing who was present at that con ven tion, the Rev. David Earhart1,
writes this rem i nis cence:

In De cem ber I re ceived an in vi ta tion from Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant to
meet other pas tors in con ven tion at Pitts burgh, Pa., with a view to
form a Synod for the west ern coun ties of Penn syl va nia. The con ven- 
tion was to meet in the early part of Jan u ary, 1845. At that time the
Penn syl va nia Canal was closed and the only means of trans porta tion
was by pri vate con veyance. I bor rowed a horse, and, with oth ers, rode
the thirty-five miles from Leech burg to Pitts burgh in mid win ter.
Whilst two or more ac com pa nied me, I re mem ber only the name of
Rev. G. F. Ehren feldt. At that time the sub ject of ‘old and new mea- 
sures’ was the burn ing ques tion in the Lutheran Church.

Brother Ehren feldt was in tensely ‘new mea sure,’ and at once af ter
our first ac quain tance put the ques tion to me as to which side I be- 
longed. I felt a lit tle shy, be ing a stranger in the charge, and I tried to
evade a di rect an swer; but he would have no eva sion and pressed me
for an an swer. I then an swered ‘old mea sure.’ Brother E. then con- 
nected the word ‘old’ with the name Adam, and said he did not like
the ‘old Adam.’ I tod him I con nected the word ‘old’ to Adam be fore
his fall, if the word ‘old’ was to be as so ci ated with Adam, and there- 
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fore the word ‘old Adam’ suited me right well if it ap plied to him be- 
fore his fall.

But I paid pretty dearly for my po si tion. When we reached Pitts- 
burgh, and en tered the church I soon learned that a new mea sure re- 
vival was in progress, and brother Ehren feldt was in vited to the in ner
cir cle, and I was left out.

Af ter de vo tional ex er cises, the meet ing was or ga nized by elect ing
Rev. Michael J. Steck, pres i dent and Rev. Got tlieb Bassler, sec re tary.

The pas tors present were: Rev. Michael J. Steck, of Greens burg, rep re- 
sent ing seven con gre ga tions; Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant, of Pitts burgh, one con- 
gre ga tion; Rev. Got tlieb Bassler of Zelieno ple, five con gre ga tions; Rev: G.
F. Ehren feldt of Clar ion, two con gre ga tions; Rev. Abram Weils, of Gin ger
Hill, two con gre ga tions; Rev. Elihu Rath bun of Mer cer, three con gre ga- 
tions; Rev. Samuel De Witt, of Ship penville, two con gre ga tions; Rev. David
Earhart, of Leech burg, four con gre ga tions.

The six lay del e gates, rep re sent ing the prin ci pal parishes were: Ja cob S.
Steck, of Greens burg; George Wey man, of Pitts burgh; C. S. Pas sa vant, of
Zelieno ple; James Grig gin, of Mer cer; Fred er ick Carsten, of Scenery Hill;
and Joseph Shoop, of Freeport.

To this lit tle gath er ing of cho sen spir its, fraught with so much in ter est for
the fu ture of the Lutheran Zion, Mr. Pas sa vant in his own elo quent way
said:

Our peo ple are widely scat tered through this por tion of the State,
and many of them are poor. One-fourth of the es tab lished con gre ga- 
tion are with out pas tors, while the Luther ans liv ing in the towns and
out ly ing dis tricts could not be gath ered, be cause the la bor ers were so
few and no or ga nized ef forts had been made to reach them. De prived
of the priv i leges of their church, they and their chil dren were fast be- 
com ing a prey to sur round ing de nom i na tions, fur nish ing ma te rial for
build ing up their con gre ga tions."

Af ter due de lib er a tion and much earnest prayer this lit tle con ven tion re- 
solved:
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First, “That it is the de lib er ate and unan i mous opin ion that the Evan gel i- 
cal Lutheran Church in the west ern coun ties of Penn syl va nia loudly calls
for the for ma tion of a new Synod.”

Sec ond, “That a com mit tee of three min is ters and two lay men be ap- 
pointed to pro pose to this con ven tion a plan of union on which we may
unite to form a Synod ac cord ing to the pre vi ous res o lu tion.”

Revs. Steck, Pas sa vant and Ehren feldt, and lay del e gates Carston, and
Grif fin were ap pointed on this com mit tee. They sub se quently pre sented the
fol low ing re port, which was unan i mously adopted:

We, the un der signed min is ters and del e gates of the Evan gel i cal
Lutheran Churches of west ern Penn syl va nia, be ing painfully sen si ble
of the great des ti tu tion of the preached Word and or di nances of the
gospel in our midst, and fully per suaded of the ne ces sity of unit ing
our ef forts for their sup ply, hereby form our selves into a Syn od i cal
body,with the ex press un der stand ing that each min is ter and church
shall be at per fect lib erty to sup port such lit er ary, the o log i cal and
benev o lent in sti tu tions as may best ac cord with his own view of duty;
and, also, that as a Syn od i cal body we rec og nize no such dis tinc tions
as ‘old’ and ‘new’ mea sures, and that this Synod is to be known by
the name of ‘The Pitts burgh Synod of the Evan gel i cal Lutheran
Church.’

The new Synod acted upon the prin ci ple that wher ever there were those un- 
cared for, the Synod had the right to en ter, when the proper call came. The
Synod was com posed largely of young men and its mis sion ary op er a tions
were guided chiefly by the un wea ried ac tiv ity of Mr. Pas sa vant. The great
ex ten sion of the mis sion ary op er a tion of the Synod re quired the most thor- 
ough or ga ni za tion of its re sources. A mis sion ary Pres i dent had the im me di- 
ate care of the mis sions. The sys tem of Syn od i cal ap por tion ments, now
widely used, was first in tro duced by the Pitts burgh Synod.

The pur poses which un der God the new Synod ex pected to ac com plish,
were:

First, "To unite the hith erto sep a rated con gre ga tions of our Church in
West ern Penn syl va nia, in one body.
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Sec ond, "To pro vide these churches with an able and holy min istry.

Third, "To carry the gospel of the blessed God and the or di nances of re li- 
gion to the scat tered mem bers and des ti tute set tle ments of our Zion within
the bounds of our own Synod. And,

Fourth, “To send the news of sal va tion to other des ti tute places in our
own and other lands, and aid in fill ing the com mand of our Sav ior to preach
the gospel to the ends of the earth.”

A fer vent mis sion ary zeal char ac ter ized the life of the Synod from the
be gin ning. At the June Meet ing, held in Ship penville, 1845, five months af- 
ter her or ga ni za tion, a trav el ing mis sion ary, in the per son of the Rev. H.
Ziegler, was cho sen for the north west ern coun ties.

North, South, East and West, the work of ex plo ration for mis sions was
car ried for ward. Within six years twenty-six churches were built by these
in de fati ga ble mis sion ar ies.

The Synod also en gaged in ed u ca tional work from the be gin ning. At its
sec ond con ven tion a propo si tion was made to es tab lish a Syn od i cal Acad- 
emy. The Rev. G. Bassler was elected prin ci pal at a salary of one hun dred
dol lars. He car ried on the school suc cess fully for three years in Zelieno ple.
In the au tumn of 1848, it was re moved to Greens burg and con tin ued in op- 
er a tion till the fall of 1850 when on ac count of the death of some of its main
sup port ers and the fi nan cial em bar rass ment of the Synod, it was closed. The
Rev. Mr, Bassler was then pre vailed upon to re open the Con no que ness ing
Acad emy at Zelieno ple. This ef fort was more suc cess ful than any of the
foi_mer ones. Here Prof. Titzel be gan his long ca reer as a teacher. Many of
the fu ture min is ters of the Synod re ceived their prepara tory train ing here.
Prof. Mc Kee had started a pri vate school at Leech burg which grew into an
Acad emy. This in sti tu tion was largely pa tron ized and gave to many min is- 
ters of the next gen er a tion their prepara tory train ing.

The first con sti tu tion of the Synod was drawn up in the main by Mr. Pas- 
sa vant. It was sub mit ted and dis cussed at sev eral con ven tions and was not
fi nally adopted un til at the Leech burg con ven tion in 1847. Among other
pro vi sions it af firms that the min is ter “shall be known by the ti tle of
Bishop;” that “its mem bers shall not go to law with each other un der or di- 
nary cir cum stances;” “shall not en gage in the sale of in tox i cat ing liquors as
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a bev er age or be come par tak ers of the sins of oth ers by rent ing houses for
this pur pose.” The Augs burg Con fes sion was not men tioned in the first
draft of the con sti tu tion but was for mally adopted about a year later.

The Rev. Michael J. Steck, the first pres i dent was a re mark able char ac- 
ter. His fa ther, the Rev. John Michael Steck, was the sec ond set tled
Lutheran min is ter in West ern Penn syl va nia, where he set tled in 1792. A
true mis sion ary, he sought out Ger man set tle ments, all over West more land
and ad join ing coun ties, preached in groves, barns, school-houses, pri vate
houses and wher ever he could get a hear ing. He was the pa tri arch of
Lutheranism in West ern Penn syl va nia, where he la bored amid the pri va tions
of a pi o neer preacher for thirty-eight years.

His son, Michael J. Steck, was trained un der his fa ther and li censed to
preach in 1816. His first parish was in Lan cas ter, Ohio. When his fa ther
died, he took up the vast work in West more land county. His mis sion ary
parish ex tended over a cir cuit of thirty miles from home. In this re gion, tra- 
versed by prim i tive trails, he did the work of an evan ge list, preached from
three to five times a Sun day and as of ten dur ing the week. He un der stood
the signs of the times, cat e chized and preached in Eng lish and or ga nized the
first Eng lish Lutheran church in Greens burg, where he lived and reared his
in ter est ing fam ily.

The young Mr. Pas sa vant ap pre ci ated the char ac ter and or ga niz ing abil- 
ity of Mr. Steck. The two be came fast friends and had many earnest in ter- 
views on the or ga ni za tion of the new Synod, of which Mr. Steck be came the
first pres i dent. The earnest ness of Mr. Steck is il lus trated by the fol low ing
in ci dent:

Shortly be fore the day set for con fir ma tion, a num ber of his cat e chu mens
at tended an old-time shoot ing match, a place where gam bling and drink ing
were the or der of the day. Fa ther Steck felt that such an of fence de served
pub lic re buke. In the Brash Creek church he preached with such earnest ness
and en ergy that he took off his coat and in his shirt sleeves re proved, re- 
buked and ex horted, un til there was scarcely a dry eye in the au di ence. The
young men, sev eral of whom are still liv ing, came for ward, pub licly con- 
fessed their sin, and tear fully craved for give ness.

Amid the mul ti plied cares and labors in ci dent to the launch ing of the
new Synod, Mr. Pas sa vant did not abate his la bor in his con gre ga tion. Dur- 
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ing a pro tracted ef fort in which he was en gaged in con nec tion with a pas tor
of the neigh bor ing Cum ber land Pres by te rian Church, his mother gen tly
chided him for his over work. She says:

You lose your pre cious health, shorten, per haps, your life, to carry
out your fa vorite ‘new mea sure sys tem.’ I will not now take up that
ap ple of dis cord in the church, nor dis cuss whether the same amount
of good might not be done by faith ful cat e chiza tion and the preach ing
of the Word. You fully know our opin ion on this sub ject. All I will in- 
sist on is the ef fect such men tal ex cite ment and nightly ex er cise will
have on your con sti tu tion. To a frail reed like you, it is ac tu ally sui ci- 
dal.

That he made his labors tell, is shown by the fact that he added sev enty-nine
com mu ni cants to his church dur ing the first nine months of his pas torate.

Mr. Pas sa vant was at this time one of the most prom i nent cham pi ons of
union with other Protes tant bod ies. With this end in view, he en listed his
neigh bor, the Rev. Mr. Bryan of the Cum ber land Pres by te rian Church, and
had him at tend the Gen eral Synod and ad vo cate a union be tween his body
and the Luther ans. Just be fore the con ven tion, Pas sa vant had writ ten a
strong ar ti cle in the Ob server, urg ing this project on the Gen eral Synod. At
the same time, he wrote a let ter to his Bal ti more friend, the Rev. J. Gess,
who replied:

I think the mat ter wor thy of con sid er a tion. It is quite in ter est ing
and may turn out to mu tual ad van tage. I do not know whether you
pro pose any def i nite plan; but if the Gen eral Synod does not feel it- 
self au tho rized to com mence a cor re spon dence, could not some of our
lo cal Syn ods do so? I have no doubt that we could har mo nize very
well, un less they are too rigid stick lers for the ‘di vine right of Pres by- 
te ri an ism.’ If they re gard it as a mat ter of opin ion merely and not of
con science, and are lib eral, live Chris tians in their views of church
gov ern ment, what is to hin der a more close al liance or at least, a frat- 
er niza tion? Our nat u ral rel a tives, the Ger man Re formed, are with- 
draw ing far ther and far ther from us ev ery year, the new Eng lish Con- 
gre ga tion al ists are too starched and too dis tant, the Methodist Protes- 
tant as a body are yet too Wes ley an and big oted (I al lude to the peo- 
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ple, not to min is ters), and where then may we look for a peo ple more
nearly as sim i lated to us than to the Cum ber lan ders? When I see your
ar ti cle, I may add a word the week later, un less it be thought best not
to ag i tate the sub ject pub licly as yet. I know your ar dent tem per a ment
may lead you a lit tle too far. You are aware that many good things can
be done more ef fec tu ally when very few are in the se cret.

How deeply Mr. Pas sa vant was con cerned in the scat tered sheep and the
waste places is shown by a let ter to the Rev. M. J. Steck, pres i dent of the
young Synod:

What a field is be fore us! Our four teen coun ties are full of ma te ri- 
als upon which to op er ate, but alas! How poor and fee ble are the ef- 
forts we are mak ing for their re lief! When I see the thou sands upon
thou sands of Ger mans in this city and Al le gheny and re mem ber that
Dr. Jen son is the only man of our church, who with power and ef fect,
preaches the gospel, I find it al most im pos si ble to keep quiet, to fold
my arms and say:

‘Noth ing can be done for them.’ Oh God, come to our help! Bring
de liv er ance out of Thy holy hill! Dear and re spected brother and fa- 
ther in the min istry, let us aim at do ing much for Christ, not only in
our own charges, which (mine at least) are far, very far, from be ing
‘A glo ri ous church with out spot or wrin kle or any such thing,’ but
also in the waste places of Zion all around.

Mr. Pas sa vant had been a fel low stu dent of Wal ter Gunn who fol lowed the
Rev. Mr. Heyer to Gun tur, In dia. The two kept up a most cor dial cor re spon- 
dence and the for mer man i fested the deep est in ter est in the In dia Mis sion.
With all his ab sorp tion in home and in ner mis sion work as well as in ed u ca- 
tion, he re mained all through life an ar dent ad vo cate and lib eral sup porter of
the church’s for eign mis sion work.

He was also an in ti mate friend of mis sion ary Heyer. He had helped him
vig or ously in his city mis sion ary work in Pitts burgh and af ter wards in the
re gions be yond. In The Mis sion ary which he be gan to pub lish in Pitts burgh
in 1848, there is scarcely a num ber that does not con tain long let ters from
Heyer and Gunn, as well as earnest ed i to ri als and ex tracts of other writ ings
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com mend ing the for eign mis sion work and plead ing for a deeper in ter est
and greater lib er al ity. It might be hard to find a church pa per, out side of
those de voted ex clu sively to those in ter ests, that had more of the mis sion ary
tone than had Rev. Pas sa vant’s lit tle monthly. To it be longs the credit, more
than to any other sin gle agency, of arous ing in ter est and giv ing to our
church the im pe tus that has made her do what she has done in the work
among the hea then.

Apr. 10, 1845, came the dread ful fire which swept the busi ness por tion
of Pitts burgh. Many of the mem bers of Mr. Pas sa vant’s church lost their
homes and were re duced to ab so lute penury. The mer chants of the church
also lost heav ily and some of them be came bank rupt. What this meant to a
con gre ga tion bur dened with debt as this one was, and which had just be gun
to take heart and hope, may eas ily be imag ined. But what it meant to a pas- 
tor who was fully per suaded that a con gre ga tion dare no more al low any of
its mem bers to suf fer than a Chris tian fam ily could see one of its mem bers
in sore dis tress, we can scarcely con ceive.

The first of May had been set for his mar riage with Miss Eliza Wal ter.
But now amid the gen eral dis tress even this had to be put out of mind. For
sev eral weeks he might have been seen by day and by night among the suf- 
fer ers, re liev ing their im me di ate wants, and among those who had es caped
the calamity, so lic it ing funds, fur ni ture, food and rai ment for the des ti tute.
The mem bers of that church were made to re al ize that their con gre ga tion
was in deed a house hold of faith, a fam ily of the re deemed.

Worn out and weary, the bride groom started for his bride.

He was glad to rest even in the cabin of the prim i tive steam boat and in
the cramped quar ters of the rat tling stage coach.

We shall let the bride, at this writ ing eighty years old, tell the story of the
mar riage, the wed ding trip, the hon ey moon and the be gin nings of mar ried
life:

Rev. Pas sa vant came, ac com pa nied by his brother Sid ney. His
changed ap pear ance was im me di ately no ticed by all. He was thin and
tired but said he was well. The wed ding was a quiet home af fair with
a few friends of the fam ily. Rev. B. Kurtz, Rev. C. P. Krauth and wife
who had been mar ried six months be fore, and sev eral other friends of
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the bride groom made up the wed ding party. The beloved Dr. Mor ris
was the of fi ci at ing min is ter. There were the nec es sary or ange blos- 
soms and lilies of the val ley held in the hand and the bride was kissed
by all the com pany, Dr. Mor ris set ting the ex am ple. The bridal trip
was by rail to Phil a del phia, the Gen eral Synod be ing in ses sion in
St. Matthew’s church, New Street. "Who the pas tor was at that time is
not now re mem bered. The bride had a very in ti mate friend, who had
come on to the wed ding, liv ing op po site the church. At this friend’s
house we spent a very de light ful time. The poor bride who had lived
quite a re tired life had a try ing time in be ing in tro duced to so many
Rev erend friends.

The young peo ple re turned to Bal ti more to bid farewell to ‘Dear
rel a tives’ and friends. In those days, go ing to Pitts burgh was looked
upon as go ing to the far west is, in these days. The Bal ti more and
Ohio rail way ran to Cum ber land. From there the stage, whose four
horses were changed ev ery ten miles, went over the Al le gheny Moun- 
tains to Brownsville. From thence steam-boats ran to Pitts burgh. This
trip when taken for the first time can never be for got ten. The scenery
from Bal ti more to Cum ber land was beau ti ful, and as the ride over the
moun tains took place at night, their mag nif i cence was lost to the pas- 
sen gers of the crowded stage. Mr. Hewes left the young peo ple at
Cum ber land, hop ing they would have some com fort as there was but
one lady and one gen tle man pas sen ger be side our selves. The gen tle- 
man was the beloved friend of Rev. Pas sa vant, Dr. Brown, pres i dent
of Jef fer son Col lege, from which in sti tu tion Rev. Pas sa vant had grad- 
u ated a few years be fore. There was mu tual joy at this meet ing. On
be ing in tro duced to the young wife this ven er a ble gen tle man was
very kind and friendly. Much good ad vice was given as to our fu ture
life. He spoke of his great love and re spect for Rev. Pas sa vant, hav ing
had him many years un der his care. In or der to pass the weary hours,
he sang with a sweet touch ing voice sev eral hymns. One was, ‘We
sin ners saved by grace.’ We ar rived in Union town early in the morn- 
ing, at Brownsville at noon, and board ing the boat ar rived at Pitts- 
burgh about six o’clock. In many of the large ware houses in which
grain had been stored the ru ins were still smok ing and of course sent
out a sick en ing smell.
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Mr. Pas sa vant be ing sin gle dur ing the first year in Pitts burgh was a
fa vorite with the young peo ple and was fre quently in vited to make
one of a pleas ant evening com pany. An other cause of his pop u lar ity
was that his fam ily was well known by all the best peo ple in the city,
hav ing lived since 1807 at Zelieno ple, But ler Co., about thirty miles
from Pitts burgh. The time came for the young cou ple to get a home of
their own. This was in a house next to the one in which they had
boarded. Now the pleas ant busi ness was to fur nish a house. This can
be done with lit tle trou ble when the purse is long and well filled, but
this was not the case here. Pay ing rent out of a salary of nine hun dred
dol lars would not af ford lux u ri ous liv ing. The fur nish ing of the house
was done by the par ents. Many beau ti ful, valu able and use ful gifts
came from the con gre ga tion which were re ceived as lov ing to kens of
ap pre ci a tion. Then came to this de voted cou ple a lovely gift as from
heaven, a child so per fect in face and form that all who saw him
would ex claim. Oh, what a beau ti ful child! This filled the heart of
par ents with joy un speak able. But the lov ing mother had her trou bles
with the smell and dirt of Pitts burgh, and her dif fi culty with ser vant
girls. Of this trou ble lit tle was known in Bal ti more, where we were
ac cus tomed to col ored ser vants. The deep in ter est of sev eral ladies of
the con gre ga tion in the well-be ing of their pas tor’s fam ily was de vel- 
oped about this time. Their lov ing and last ing care in do ing the kind- 
est and most beau ti ful things for their hap pi ness, can never be for got- 
ten while life lasts. Many have gone to their rich re ward where no
doubt the beloved pas tor has com mu nion with them in the Fa ther’s
house above.

Mr. Pas sa vant had many bur dens upon his shoul ders. Aside from
his reg u lar ser vices, he had many ex tra meet ings some times of
weeks’ du ra tion and while he had other min is ters to preach and as sist,
it was still a great drain on his strength. He was a great fa vorite with
the Pres by te rian min is ters. Dr. Her ron of the First Church was very
fond of him. Our evening ser vice was at tended by crowds of the
young peo ple. A large num ber of stu dents of the Pres by te rian Sem i- 
nary in Al le gheny were reg u lar at ten dants.
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We re turn to his la bor in the Pitts burgh church. Of this the Rev. J. K. Mel- 
horn2, a grad u ate of Jef fer son Col lege, at this writ ing over sev enty-five
years old, and a warm friend and fel low-worker with Pas sa vant from col- 
lege days, writes:

When he was pas tor in Pitts burgh and some spe cial oc ca sion pre- 
sented it self, in which the dif fer ent de nom i na tions were in ter ested,
they fre quently picked on him to be the speaker. A friend of mine told
me that he went on one such an oc ca sion to hear him, say ing that he
put (I think) fifty cents in his pocket, think ing that was all he would
be will ing to put in the col lec tion box. But, said he, be fore he closed
his ser mon, I had bor rowed five dol lars to put in the bas ket or box. It
had been said that he had a pe cu liar tact to loose the purse strings. He
ev i dently was a power for good in pri vate in ter course and in pub lic
ad dress, es pe cially on ob jects of mercy and Chris tian benef i cence. In
the Chris tian home and in the so cial cir cle, he was like a sum mer
morn ing en livened with the singing of birds. In the sick room and by
the bed side of the dy ing, he was an an gel of mercy. I need not tell you
how the fa ther less ones gath ered around him, and how the sick were
com forted by his coun sels and prayers. You know right well how in- 
tensely earnest he was for the de fense of the pure faith as held by our
dear old Church.

How he trained his church to look af ter the poor is seen from the ar ti cle on
“The Duty of the Church to ward Her In di gent Mem bers,” which he af ter- 
wards pub lished in The Mis sion ary:

We had long since de signed to call at ten tion to this sub ject. Its im- 
por tance can not be over-es ti mated. It may be re garded as the duty af- 
fect ing not merely the health, but the very life of the Chris tian
Church. Mourn ful is the fact, that in many churches there is no sys- 
tem, ar range ment or pro vi sion for this class of mem bers. If some
benev o lent per sons chance to dis cover their wants, they are re lieved,
but this is more fre quently done by in di vid ual mem bers than by the
Church in her churchly ca pac ity. There is no want of in ter est or sym- 
pa thy among our peo ple for the poor and un for tu nate, but the want of
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a sys tem which should meet all wants of the case, is sorely felt, and
of ten leaves the great est des ti tu tion un sup plied.

In the church over which, in the prov i dence of God, we are placed
as pas tor, the fol low ing plan has been adopted, and is ’ found to work
to the great est sat is fac tion of the mem bers. At the Jan u ary meet ing of
the Church Coun cil, two com mit tees are ap pointed, to whom the mat- 
ter is com mit ted. These are,

First, A com mit tee to as cer tain the need of the mem bers.

Sec ond, A com mit tee to sup ply that need.

These com mit tees are com posed of the dea cons of the church. The
pas tor is chair man of the first com mit tee, and when a case of suf fer- 
ing oc curs, he calls a meet ing of the com mit tee, to ex am ine its
claims, and, if ap proved, a state ment is made to the sec ond com mit tee
which im me di ately sup plies the need. In or der to fur nish the dea cons
with funds for this dis tri bu tion, six col lec tions are an nu ally made for
the poor — one at each com mu nion sea son — and if these are not
suf fi cient, the com mit tee raises the nec es sary means by pri vate as- 
sess ment. The reg u lar col lec tions fur nish a cer tain sum in ad vance, so
that, un less there are un usual claims, there is al ways on col lec tion on
hand. In this way, the poor and dis tressed are re lieved, with out the
knowl edge of the church. Their names are known only to the proper
of fi cers, and their feel ings are re spected and spared.

From the be gin ning of his min istry, Mr. Pas sa vant had been deeply con- 
cerned and per plexed about the or phaned, the home less and des ti tute sick.
That it was the duty of the Church to care for and min is ter to these, was his
firm con vic tion. He fully re al ized that the gospel is to bring re lief to the ills
and suf fer ings of the body as well as to the wants of the soul. But he did not
as yet see how this was to be done. To the shame of the whole Church, there
was not yet a sin gle Protes tant hos pi tal in the United States. What was the
sym pa thetic young pas tor to do! He could only study, plan and pray. The
light was to come from abroad.
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Mean time he was busy not only in his own con gre ga tion but in the re- 
gions be yond. Sun day schools, prayer-meet ings and pe ri odic preach ing ser- 
vices were held in Al le gheny, Birm ing ham, Lawrenceville, Lacyville and at
other points. Among his own peo ple he had trained all who had the proper
gifts for ser vice. Col por teurs [ped dlers of re li gious books] were sent out to
can vass, dis trib ute lit er a ture and gather Sun day schools in the out ly ing dis- 
tricts. From the First church there went out Sun day af ter Sun day in di vid u als
and groups to these var i ous Sun day schools. Had this early ac tiv ity been
kept up by the church in its af ter his tory, the Eng lish Lutheran Church
would at this day be one of the lead ing forces in Pitts burgh, Al le gheny and
the sub urbs. If the cen tral churches in all our large cities had pas tors with
the spirit of young Pas sa vant, the Eng lish Lutheran Church would out strip
all oth ers in most of our large cities. “When Mr. Pas sa vant and his peo ple
were do ing all this, there was as yet no Church Ex ten sion Fund from which
to draw, ex cept the one which he or ga nized in his debt-bur dened church for
lo cal work. There was no Home Mis sion Board to which he could look, ex- 
cept the im ma ture and weak one which he had pro jected in the in fant
Synod, whose mis sion su per in ten dent he was dur ing a large part of its early,
his tory. Amid the mul ti plied labors in the city, he had on his heart”the care
of all the churches" in the Synod. His coun sel and per sonal aid were de- 
manded on ev ery side. He was in labors abun dant, in jour neys oft, and in
per ils from the ex po sure of his frail frame. Here is a sam ple of one of the
num ber less mis sion ary tours taken some time later for Zion’s sake and for
the en cour age ment and strength en ing of the weak places:

Woe is me if I evan ge lize not! And so, yield ing to the so lic i ta tion
of friends, we set out on the ninth of Feb ru ary for Buf falo Fur nace,
Arm strong Co., Pa. Ev ery thing was frozen — the Al le gheny, the
Canal, the roads— and be fore we ar rived there, af ter a two days’ ride
in spite of cloaks, com forts, and two pairs of al most ev ery thing else,
we too were well-nigh frozen. While rid ing over the jagged roads at a
solemn walk, alone amid a tremen dous snow storm, how did we phi- 
los o phize about rail roads and steam boats…

The place of the meet ing de serves a pass ing re mark. It is about
forty miles from Pitts burgh, six miles from Kit tan ning, and lies on the
turn pike to But ler. It is one of the many es tab lish ments for the smelt- 
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ing of iron ore, which are so nu mer ous in West ern Penn syl va nia. The
fur nace is on a small stream called the Buf falo, and the lit tle vil lage,
com posed of shops and dwellings, flour ing mills, store, chapel, and
school-house, is pleas antly sit u ated on its banks. Of this place, a
beloved brother from the Eng lish Lutheran church in Pitts burgh, be- 
came one of the pro pri etors four years ago, and re moved there with
his fam ily, to the re gret of the church and its pas tor. For more than
two years, these dear brethren re tained their con nec tion with the Pitts- 
burgh church, and though a chapel has been erected through their ef- 
forts, for re li gious meet ings and preach ing re curred once a month, by
a neigh bor ing brother, and a Sun day school had com menced its
noise less but ef fi cient agency, they were the only Luther ans known in
the vicin ity, and with no hu man prospect that a church would be or ga- 
nized, they of ten ‘wept when they re mem bered Zion.’

In a short time how ever, things be gan to wear a changed as pect.
The in flu ence of Chris tian ex am ple and Chris tian teach ing grad u ally
made it self felt. Drunk en ness and open pro fan ity, be fore so com mon,
found no coun te nance. To some, the place be came too dull and to oth- 
ers too hot, and they gladly es caped to other fur naces where there was
‘no re li gion to trou ble them.’ Oth ers, how ever, took their places, a
con sid er able num ber of the work men be came re formed, and not a
few were hope fully con verted to God, and thus a lit tle com pany was
gath ered out of the world, who re quested to be formed into a church.
Ac cord ingly, an or ga ni za tion was made by Brother G. F. Ehren feldt,
the pas tor, about eigh teen months ago, and the present meet ing was
on the oc ca sion of ad min is ter ing the Lord’s Sup per to this lit tle flock.

Ar riv ing on Sat ur day af ter noon, we found the ser vices prepara tory
to the com mu nion al ready over, hav ing been con ducted in Ger man by
the pas tor, and in Eng lish by his brother, C. A. Ehren feldt. A ser mon
in the evening closed the ex er cises for the week. The peo ple came to- 
gether from far and near, and the chapel was en tirely too small for the
con gre ga tion. Some fif teen per sons, from the hoary head to the
bloom ing youth, were added to the church by bap tism and con fir ma- 
tion, and af ter a ser mon the Lord’s Sup per was ad min is tered to the
Eng lish por tion of the lit tle flock and the brethren from other places.
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In the af ter noon af ter a ser mon by the pas tor, the Lord’s Sup per was
ad min is tered to the Ger man mem bers, to the num ber of thirty. The
deep est solem nity per vaded the con gre ga tion dur ing the day, and to
many, we are as sured, it was in deed a feast of love. In the evening,
and on Mon day night, the Word was again preached to a large and
deeply af fected con gre ga tion. In the morn ings at ten o’clock a meet- 
ing for prayer and re li gious’ con ver sa tion was held, at which a
goodly num ber at tended, and here per sonal in struc tion was given to
those who were in quir ing the way to Zion. We could not but feel, as
in quiet ness and solem nity we waited on God, how vastly prefer able
were such meet ings for im part ing in struc tion to the in quir ing or pen i- 
tent, to invit ing them out af ter ser mon in the crowded and heated
church, at a late hour of night and when amid the singing of the con- 
gre ga tion the min is ter must of ten speak at the top of his voice to be
heard at all, by those who so much need in struc tion. At the close of
the ser vices, a class of cat e chu mens was formed, in clud ing some ten
or twelve in di vid u als who had been brought dur ing the meet ing to a
solemn con sid er a tion of their ways. They will be faith fully in structed
in the truths of God’s Word and we can not but hope they will be come
en light ened, fer vent, and ac tive Chris tians. Holy Fa ther, bless, sanc- 
tify, and keep these lambs of Thy flock. . .

When it is rec ol lected, that this con gre ga tion now num ber ing
above eighty com mu ni cants, with its Sun day schools, prayer-meet- 
ings, ar range ments for a min is ter to re side among them, a church in
view, and the fair prospect for an in crease, is lit tle more than a year
old, that it has been gath ered out of a com mu nity who knew noth ing
of the Lutheran Church, and were ed u cated un der other in flu ences,
well may we say, ‘what hath God wrought.’ They who have been the
in stru ments un der God, in this happy re sult, are filled with grat i tude,
won der, and de light, and so far from tak ing to them selves any of the
credit or of the praise, de sire with those who have been saved through
them, to as cribe to the Re deemer all honor and glory, do min ion and
power, for ever.

From this ac count of the meet ing at the Fur nace we see that Mr. Pas sa vant
had changed his mind and method in re gard to his for mer fa vorite mea sures.
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In speak ing of this same ser vice many years later, he told the writer how, af- 
ter the evening ser mon, the pas tor had begged him to call the mourn ers for- 
ward or to al low him self to do so, but that he firmly re fused. He had had
enough of the un-Lutheran method and had seen the er ror of his ways. He
re quested the pas tor to let him show him a more ex cel lent way. So he an- 
nounced to the crowded and deeply af fected con gre ga tion that the pas tor
and he would be glad to meet any one, who was con cerned for his soul’s sal- 
va tion and de sired coun sel and prayer, at the par son age on Mon day at ten
o’clock or at a spe cial ser vice at the church in the af ter noon. The pas tor
lamented the loss of so glo ri ous an op por tu nity at the close of the evening
ser vice and said he might have had twenty mourn ers. Pas sa vant said, “If the
im pres sions made are of the spirit of God, they will keep un til Mon day. If it
is the mere con ta gion of feel ing, it will do no good to call them for ward.”

On Mon day morn ing while at the break fast ta ble at the par son age, a man
came in deeply ag i tated and ev i dently un der con vic tion of sin. As Mr. Pas- 
sa vant ex pressed it to the writer, “He was like a bull in a net.” He was given
such coun sel and ad mo ni tion as was needed, was prayed with and was sent
home to med i tate and pray alone. Oth ers came later and still oth ers to the
spe cial ser vice in the church. Twenty-five years later, Mr. Pas sa vant was ac- 
costed by a stranger on the street in Pitts burgh who said, “Dr. Pas sa vant,
don’t you know me? Don’t you re mem ber the meet ing at the Fur nace? It
was your ser mons there that awak ened me and brought me to re pen tance
and to peace. I shall never for get that meet ing and those ser mons of yours.”

Mr. Pas sa vant was called upon and urged to make many sim i lar hard
trips to dis tant places, through all kinds of weather and over all kinds of
roads. His mis sions were not al ways so agree able as was the one to the fur- 
nace. Oft-times there was trou ble be tween pas tor and peo ple or there was
strife in the con gre ga tion, or there was dis or der and threat ened de fec tion on
ac count of the in tru sion of false prophets. For the peace of Jerusalem, he
was al ways ready to go, heed less of the hard ship or ex po sure.

In ad di tion to his large and in creas ing per sonal work for the Synod and
its mis sions and churches an im mense cor re spon dence grew on his hands.
He was ap pealed to for ad vice in the most del i cate and dif fi cult mat ters. As- 
sis tance was needed and un ob tru sively given to hun dreds of cases of dis- 
tress and des ti tu tion. Apos tolic epis tles of en cour age ment and com fort were
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sent to pas tors and churches and of ten proved the turn ing point for a bet ter
day.

What won der, there fore, that about a year af ter his mar riage he was so
ex hausted that his fam ily and his friends were deeply con cerned for his
health and that the good peo ple of his church saw that he was fail ing and
must have a rest? The church coun cil urged upon him that he owed it to
them as well as to him self to re cu per ate his wan ing strength. They in sisted
that he must take a long rest. His mother had been un easy for some time
and had like wise begged of him to take a rest. He fi nally con sented on con- 
di tion that his pul pit be reg u larly filled and that the mis sion points be kept
go ing. There was no Lutheran avail able for the pul pit. The union is tic spirit
that pre vailed in the Eng lish churches of the day saw no ob jec tion what ever
to get ting pul pit sup plies from other de nom i na tions. A the o log i cal stu dent
of the Pres by te rian Sem i nary of Al le gheny, Mr. J. Swift, who was a per- 
sonal friend of Mr. Pas sa vant, was en gaged to fill the pul pit ev ery Sun day
morn ing. A com mit tee was ap pointed to se cure sup plies for the evening ser- 
vices. And so the weary pas tor was to have his first va ca tion.

His wise and re source ful mother saw that the only real rest would be a
trip abroad and to gether with her hus band she ar ranged to fur nish the
means.

The first gen eral con fer ence of the Evan gel i cal Al liance was to meet in
Lon don dur ing the sum mer. Drs. Kurtz, Schmucker and other lead ing lights
in the Gen eral Synod had writ ten en thu si as tic ar ti cles in fa vor of this new
at tempt to bring about an af fil i a tion of Protes tant Chris ten dom.

When the zeal ous young pas tor of Pitts burgh found that a dream of his
life was about to be re al ized in spend ing a sum mer abroad, his plans nat u- 
rally took in a visit to the Al liance. When the Pitts burgh Synod met in June
and re solved to send him as its of fi cial del e gate, his joy knew no bounds.
The Synod adopted the fol low ing pa per which was to be his of fi cial cre den- 
tial:

The Pitts burgh Synod of the Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church of
Penn syl va nia, U. S. A., through their del e gate, the Rev. W. A. Pas sa- 
vant, A. M., to the Chris tian Al liance to be as sem bled in Lon don, Au- 
gust, 1846.
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Dear brethren; As a Synod, we look upon the self ish ness, cold-
heart ed ness, and sec tar ian spirit, which have so long ex isted be tween
dif fer ent de nom i na tions, as cal cu lated very much to in jure the spir i tu- 
al ity and crip ple the en er gies of the Church of Je sus Christ. We long
for the time when min is ters, not only of the same, but of all de nom i- 
na tions which hold the fun da men tal doc trines of the Bible, shall see
‘eye to eye,’ and unite their in di vid ual labors to make known the
blessed plan of sal va tion through the Re deemer to the ends of the
earth. We re joice that ef forts have been and are still be ing made, not
only in our own coun try but also in Eu rope, to ac com plish such a de- 
sir able end. We re joice es pe cially in the near ap proach of the
‘World’s Con ven tion’ to pro mote Chris tian union. To en cour age this
en ter prise, we send the Rev. Wm. A. Pas sa vant, A. M., of Pitts burgh
to rep re sent our Synod at said con ven tion. Fi nally, we unite our
prayers that the great ob jects for which you as sem ble may be ac com- 
plished; that broth erly love, peace and union may run through all
your de lib er a tions; that when you re turn to your re spec tive spheres of
ac tion, this same spirit may ac com pany you; that then by God’s bless- 
ing, you may breathe it into all your churches, and that thus an in flu- 
ence may go forth in creas ing and widen ing un til the king doms of this
world shall have be come the King doms of our Lord and of His
Christ. Signed in be half of Synod,

G. F. Ehren feldt, June 3d, 1846. Sec re tary of the Pitts burgh
Synod."

1. Died Au gust, 14, 1903.↩ 

2. De parted this life Oc to ber 20, 1904.↩ 
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7. Abroad

THE FRIENDS in Pitts burgh showed Mr. Pas sa vant ev ery kind ness be- 
fore his de par ture. Many were the sub stan tial presents and to kens of af fec- 
tion that were sent in. A pass port was se cured for him by Mr. Eich baum.
The Rev. Dr. Greer wrote him a flat ter ing let ter of in tro duc tion to the cel e- 
brated Dr. Tholuck, pro fes sor in the Uni ver sity of Halle.

The lit tle home in Pitts burgh was to be tem po rar ily bro ken up. Mrs. Pas- 
sa vant and the baby boy were to go to Bal ti more to spend some time with
her rel a tives. The weari some jour ney back to Bal ti more was taken by the
lit tle fam ily with out any mishap and all ar rived there in good health. Of the
leave tak ing in Pitts burgh and Bal ti more, Mr. Pas sa vant writes to his par- 
ents:

While speak ing of Pitts burgh, I ought to men tion that the coun cil
paid me off to the ut ter most far thing which en abled me to pay all
dues and at the same time leave a hand some sum in the hands of my
wife in case of need. The friends were ex ceed ingly kind, in ac com pa- 
ny ing us to the boat, and aid ing us in get ting things ar ranged for start- 
ing. Their weep ing and af fec tion ate adieus on Sun day night quite
over pow ered me, and the ex cite ment of the day to gether with the la- 
bor of Mon day in pack ing, etc. left me very much ex hausted. The
com mu nion was larger than ever be fore seen in the church; among
the com mu ni cants were about thirty or forty of other de nom i na tions,
and the pleas ing ev i dence of in creas ing in ter est in the church was the
ac ces sion of five in ter est ing mem bers, of whom one was a mem ber
and three de scen dants of other re li gious so ci eties. This was an ev i- 
dence to my mind and to Mr. J.’s who was present, that no idea of
fail ure or de pres sion ex ists in the con gre ga tion on ac count of my tem- 
po rary ab sence.
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When I think of so soon leav ing my wife and child and that too for
so long a sea son, my heart dies within me. To stay in Pitts burgh with
my present health would be cer tain sui cide, for my con sti tu tion is
much more weak ened than I sup posed at first. To travel here with out
ob ject is en nui in the ex treme, and to lie about in Bal ti more or some
wa ter ing place, do ing noth ing is in sup port able; I must, there fore, do
some thing else and travel abroad will do for me, I hope, what noth ing
else will.

July, 16., at 2 p.m., he sailed from Bos ton on the steamer Bri tan nia. The
ves sel was char tered to stop at Hal i fax, Nova Sco tia. On the treach er ous
coast of New found land, they struck sev eral rocks and the ship was in jured
to such an ex tent that they were obliged to stop at Hal i fax for two days for
re pairs. From here sev eral Methodist min is ters were afraid to go on in the
ves sel and re turned to Bos ton. Mr. Pas sa vant spent the two days in be com- 
ing ac quainted with the city. The quaint old town with its an cient build ings
in ter ested him deeply. His nat u ral bent drove him to take even a deeper in- 
ter est in ev ery thing that per tained to his church. Of this he says in a frag- 
ment of his jour nal which is all that is left:

In ad di tion to a num ber of Epis co palian, Catholic, Pres by te rian,
Bap tist and Wes leyan Churches con cern ing all of which I made in- 
quiries, I heard from an old gen tle man that many years ago a
Lutheran Church had ex isted in this place. My next ef fort was to dis- 
cover the old build ing where the Ger man colonists for merly wor- 
shiped. This was not a dif fi cult mat ter, as even the chil dren in the
street knew where the’ Dutch Church’, was, and pointed it out in an- 
swer to my in quiries. It stands in one end of the town, on the cor ner
of a large bury ing ground, which is sur rounded by a sub stan tial stone
wall. The church it self is a small one story ed i fice of frame, with an
old-fash ioned cupola or bel fry sur mounted by a large weath er cock of
tin. At one end is a plain board with the fol low ing in scrip tion:

St. George’s Church 1761

The sex ton of the Epis co pal church of St. George’ parish kindly
showed me this ven er a ble pile and the burial ground. The grave stones
in the lat ter mostly bear Ger man names, though the in scrip tions are in
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Eng lish char ac ters. Among these was that of Mrs. Hausihl, wife of
the Rev. Mr. Hausihl, the last pas tor of the con gre ga tion, who is
buried in the church un der the place where the pul pit for merly stood.
The church has been cleared of all the pews and in te rior ar range ment,
and a day and Sun day school for girls is kept in it. The sex ton in- 
forms me that the burial ground was granted to the con gre ga tion ei- 
ther by the British Gov ern ment or the city au thor i ties in 1749 or ’50,
though the church it self was not erected un til 1761. So far for the his- 
tory of the con gre ga tion. A more de tailed ac count of it I am in formed
may be found in Judge Hal ibur ton’s His tory of Nova Sco tia, which
work I have taken mea sures to se cure.

Dr. Hoff man, a Ger man whose ac quain tance I made in Hal i fax,
gave me some valu able in for ma tion con cern ing a large colony of
Ger man set tlers at Lunen burg, Nova Sco tia, some sixty or eighty
miles from that place. As, how ever, I did not rely with ab so lute cer- 
tainty on the ac counts I re ceived, I de fer mak ing any en try in my
jour nal un til I can ob tain a copy of Judge Hal ibur ton’s work on Nova
Sco tia. In Dr. Schmucker’s por trai ture of Lutheranism and other
works pub lished by our Amer i can cler gy men, no men tion what ever is
made of Lutheran set tle ments at Hal i fax and Lunen burg, from which
cir cum stance it may be safely in ferred that noth ing what ever is
known con cern ing these colonies. It is said by per sons in Hal i fax
with whom I con versed that a Ger man Lutheran min is ter still re sides
in Lunen burg. If this be so, a cor rect his tory may yet be ob tained con- 
cern ing these colonies, and pos si bly an Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church
may be reared up from the ru ins of the old con gre ga tion.

On his re turn from Eu rope, Mr. Pas sa vant se cured the above-named work of
Judge Hal ibur ton which put him on the track of some an cient records of the
Lutheran Church in Nova Sco tia. He dis cov ered that a Rev. Carl Ernest
Coss man had been at work in Lunen burg County since 1835. He en tered
into cor re spon dence with him and did much for the Nova Sco tia Luther ans.
This fi nally even tu ated in the mis sion ary trip of the Rev. Dr. H. W. Roth to
these Luther ans of the Di as pora. As a re sult of this trip sev eral young min- 
is ters of the Pitts burgh Synod were called who re cap tured one church af ter
an other from the Epis co palians, formed them selves into the Nova Sco tia
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Con fer ence of the Pitts burgh Synod, and are now The Nova Sco tia Synod
of the Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church.

Af ter leav ing Hal i fax the only di ver sion on the ocean voy age was the
sight of sev eral schools of por poises and of sev eral whales. The com pany
on board was a mixed one, Ger mans, Scots, French, Spaniards, Amer i cans,
Eng lish, Irish, and Cana di ans. As is usual, the pas sen gers soon di vided into
two groups. The one spent its time drink ing, danc ing, play ing cards and in
other con ge nial pas times. The other group, among whom were sev eral min- 
is ters, took sweet coun sel to gether con cern ing the things of God. They held
their own de vo tional meet ings. Mr. Pas sa vant con ducted sev eral ser vices in
the main cabin of the boat. His room-mate was a schol arly Ger man,
Mr. Ober meyer, from Augs burg, who had been trav el ing in the United
States for sev eral years study ing the in sti tu tions of the coun try. He had
made such a fa vor able im pres sion on Pres i dent Polk that he was ap pointed
Amer i can Con sul to Bavaria. With him Mr. Pas sa vant stud ied Ger man and
mapped out a tour through Ger many. And so af ter a pleas ant voy age of fif- 
teen days, with out even a touch of sea-sick ness, he reached Liv er pool.
From here he has tened with out de lay to Lon don.

In a let ter to his wife he speaks of the or ga niz ing of the Al liance, of the
long, heavy and of ten dull speeches, of the great crowds in Ex eter and
Freema son’s Halls, of the dif fi cul ties of agree ing on the ba sic prin ci ples, of
the in ju di cious in jec tion of the slav ery ques tion and of the fi nal col or less
and com pro mis ing gen er al i ties adopted.

He tells her how he vis ited the tombs of the Wes leys, of Fletcher, Adam
Clarke, Richard Wat son, Dr. Coke, John Bun yan, Isaac Watts, Philip Dod- 
dridge, Richard Bax ter and many other de parted wor thies. He men tions his
meet ing and his in ter views with Cheva lier Bun sen, Dr. Tholuck,
Rev. Steinkopf, a Ger man Lutheran Pas tor in Lon don; Pas tor Barth, a cel e- 
brated writer of books for chil dren; The Rev. Mr. Herchel, a mis sion ary to
the Jews; and Liz er ski, a con verted Jew who as sisted him and whose work
among his own peo ple Mr. Pas sa vant praises very highly.

He de scribes a visit to Hyde Park, its great beau ties, its fine equipages,
its dis play of wealth and of the no bil ity which dis gusted him and moved
him to much mor al iz ing on the dan gers and sin of the idle rich. He speaks
of his vis its to the var i ous hos pi tals and other char i ta ble in sti tu tions, of the
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lessons learned there and tells his wife how they would put these lessons
into prac tice when they would start their new hos pi tal in Pitts burgh.

He copies this epi taph of Mrs. Bunting, wife of Dr. Jabez Bunting.

Here rests Sarah, The dear and beloved wife of Jabez Bunting,
who, af ter a life of faith in the Son of God, hav ing brought up chil- 
dren, lodged strangers, de liv ered the af flicted and dili gently fol lowed
ev ery good work, fell asleep Sep tem ber, 29., 1835, aged 53". He then
paid this beau ti ful trib ute to his wife:

‘I bless God that in all these most es sen tial du ties and virtues of a
Chris tian pas tor’s wife, thou art not want ing. May the Grace of Christ
make thee per fect and strengthen thee in ev ery good work yet more
abun dantly.’

In an other let ter to her he speaks briefly and en thu si as ti cally of a hasty trip
to Rouen, Paris, Ver sailles, Fontain bleau, Brus sels, Antwerp, Cologne and
Bonn. In all these in ter est ing cities he gave spe cial at ten tion to the
churches, in sti tu tions of char ity and seats of learn ing. His de scrip tion of the
as cent of the sto ried cas tle and cathe dral-crowned Rhine is full of po etic
and dra matic in ter est. How his imag i na tion rev eled in the pass ing panorama
and how his mind ab sorbed the his toric and hal lowed as so ci a tions and how
his heart was filled and thrilled with prayer and praise he could not all ex- 
press, yet could much less con ceal. Into these mem o rable days were
crowded gen er a tions of life and of Prov i dence. Space for bids the giv ing of
these in ter est ing per sonal let ters as a whole. For his par ents,Mr. Pas sa vant
wrote daily ob ser va tions, which he sent to them from time to time. In these
let ters he fully de scribes his move ments to places, the per sons he met and
the im pres sions made. Thus he gives them a fuller de scrip tion of his itin er- 
ary from Lon don to Frank furt than he had given to his wife:

Again I am on the mys tic Rhine at Kaiser swerth, an ob scure vil- 
lage of two thou sand in hab i tants but cel e brated all over Eu rope for
the in ter est ing in sti tu tion of Protes tant dea conesses which Pas tor
Flied ner, an un ob tru sive Lutheran min is ter, has es tab lished there. As I
had let ters from Bre men and from the Sis ters in the hos pi tal in Frank- 
furt and Lon don, Flied ner at once made me wel come and we were
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soon seated around a fru gal but com fort able repast to which my long
walk en abled me to do am ple jus tice. Dur ing the af ter noon, we went
over the whole in sti tu tion which, from noth ing but a be liev ing heart,
has grad u ally in creased to an am ple es tab lish ment, con sist ing of a
hos pi tal, an or phan home, an in fant school, a day school, an asy lum
for re leased fe male pris on ers, an in sti tute for the train ing of Evan gel i- 
cal teach ers, and a mother house for dea conesses! Build ing af ter
build ing goes up and, with noth ing but faith for a cap i tal, the nec es- 
sary means are al ways at hand. Though the in sti tu tion is only a few
years old, it has al ready sent forth two hun dred and sixty fe male
teach ers and a large num ber of nurs ing sis ters who are scat tered over
Eu rope in hos pi tals, from St. Pe ters burg to Rome! It is in ter est ing to
see how the good and great from all lands make their pil grim ages to
this ob scure spot. Kings, queens, no bles, phi lan thropists, and oth ers
from all parts of Eu rope have seen, ex am ined and ap proved of this in- 
sti tu tion; but I must not en large. Flied ner gave me all the re ports, doc- 
u ments, etc., and these, I am sure, you will be de lighted to read. At
four o’clock, we drank cof fee with the dea conesses and teach ers and
other mem bers of the in sti tu tion who were spe cially called to gether
on this oc ca sion. I had ex pected to speak in Eng lish, but Mr. Flied ner
could not trans late, so I en deav ored to make a Ger man ad dress and
suc ceeded by his oc ca sion ally putting in a word to ex press what I de- 
sired. Among the dea conesses were sev eral ladies of the no bil ity, one
of whom came from Swe den with the pur pose of re main ing a year
and then found ing a sim i lar in sti tu tion in her own land.

From Kaiser swerth, we went to Dus sel dorf and thence to the beau- 
ti ful Wup perthal. This is a small val ley a few miles in length and
owes its pros per ity to two causes. First to a Protes tant pop u la tion and
sec ondly to a small stream which flows through its en tire ex tent. The
wa ters of this stream are so ad mirably adapted for dye ing wool and
cot ton that two cities from twenty to thirty thou sand each have sprung
up in the val ley. These con sist of an end less suc ces sion of fac to ries
with the dwellings for the la bor ers and the whole val ley seems to be
more or less con cerned in some one or other of these es tab lish ments.
El ber feld and Bar men are about half a mile apart and be tween them,
on a lovely spot of ground, is the Bar men Mis sion House. This val ley
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is at once the cen ter and source of a mis sion ary in flu ence which is
felt from the West ern set tle ment of Amer ica to cen tral Africa and
Bor neo and al ready it num bers a large Chris tian pop u la tion among
the hea then who have been Chris tian ized and civ i lized by the labors
of two de voted mis sion ar ies. For tu nately the Ex ec u tive Com mit tee
was in ses sion when a friend took me to the Mis sion House and
though we were to gether in ses sion for five hours, by eight in the
evening I was on my way back to Dus sel dorf. By a sim i lar com bi na- 
tion of cir cum stances, I was taken to the house of a Ger man mer chant
on my way to El ber feld who was just the man I wanted to show me
ev ery thing of a re li gious char ac ter in the town. He re ceived me with
Chris tian kind ness, in vited me to his house, in tro duced me to the
com mit tee, of which he is a mem ber, and in many ways greatly fa cil i- 
tated the ob ject of my jour ney. The Bre men Mis sion ary So ci ety were
pleased to make a do na tion of mis sion ary books to the Acad emy at
Zelieno ple and this holy Chris tian mas ter of the poor school added a
present of sev eral vol umes ad di tional to fill up the box, for ward ing it
to Bre men, and packed in it some beau ti ful pic tures of Luther and his
fam ily for my par lor. I found that he was a friend of Chas. Hay, who
stayed at his house in El ber feld, and the part ner of Mr. Pestalozzi of
Zurich of whom I have al ready said so much. The cel e brated El ber- 
feld preacher. Dr. F. W. Krum macher, on whom I called, was un for tu- 
nately ab sent from home. He is about to re move to Pots dam where he
has been called as Hof predi ger.

Here is a sum mary, in his own char ac ter is tic style, ad dressed to his con gre- 
ga tion in Pitts burgh:

Lon don, Oct. 18th., 1846, Sun day morn ing. Dear brethren and sis- 
ters, —

The rain is com ing down in tor rents so as ef fec tu ally to pre vent
me from go ing to church this morn ing. In the hope that I may yet
have an op por tu nity this evening, I shall re main at home and de vote
these hours to my beloved con gre ga tion.

By the kind ness of God, I have been per mit ted safely to re turn
thus far on my home ward jour ney. We ar rived here, af ter a stormy
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and most dis agree able pas sage of sev eral days, on Thurs day night,
and since then my time has been con stantly oc cu pied with writ ing
and trans act ing busi ness in time for the steamer of to mor row —
Oct. 19th. Though it was not my in ten tion to write un til the thirty-
first of this month, the fear that there may be un nec es sary anx i ety on
ac count of my de lay, in duces me to send a few lines by to mor row’s
steamer. Hur ried and un in ter est ing as they nec es sar ily must be, I feel
as sured they will yet be wel come. They will at least show that in all
my wan der ings in for eign lands, my heart turns to wards the church
which God has placed un der my care as the lodeBtone turns to the
pole.

Let me see where I was when I last wrote. I be lieve it was in Lon- 
don, in the anx i ety and un cer tainty which had gath ered around the
Evan gel i cal Al liance. You have doubt less heard the happy is sue of
this dif fi culty in the pa pers of the day. I need not, there fore, oc cupy
time with this sub ject. In com pany with Drs, Peck, Emory, and a
num ber of other cler gy men of the Amer i can Methodist Church, I
sailed for Dieppe in France, the day af ter I wrote. From Dieppe we
went di rectly to Paris, stop ping only a few hours in the an cient city of
Rouen, to see the fine old churches and crum bling ru ins. We re- 
mained up ward of a week in Paris, and like wise took ex cur sions to
Fontainebleau, and Ver sailles, at each of which we stayed a day. Dur- 
ing this time with the ex cep tion of Sun day, we were con stantly en- 
gaged in look ing at the many in ter est ing sights which the me trop o lis
con tains, so that the very eye it self be came pained with see ing and
de sire and cu rios ity were more than sat is fied. If you would have a de- 
scrip tion of Paris, you must look for it else where than in my let ter. I
can not de scribe its gay plea sure-lov ing pop u la tion and there fore will
not make the at tempt.

To all hu man ap pear ances it has no Sab bath, no sa cred day. "Ware- 
houses, stores, shops, etc., etc. were open as be fore and only here and
there could I find one with shut ters closed. And yet this great and
wicked city, with nearly two mil lions of peo ple, con tains many of
God’s dear est chil dren. The com par a tively small hand ful of Protes- 
tants of the Pres by te rian and Lutheran con fes sion are all alive to the
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work of their Mas ter and though greatly ham pered in their op er a tions
by the in dif fer ence of the un be liev ing on one side, and the in tol er ance
of the Ro man Church on the other, they ac com plish a vast amount of
good. We have some three or four French and Ger man Lutheran con- 
gre ga tions in Paris but I did not suc ceed in find ing any of them, so I
at tended the French Re formed Church in the ‘Church of the Or a tory’,
‘Rue St. Hon ore’. This large church was well filled with a solemn and
at ten tive con gre ga tion and the whole ser vices were con ducted with a
pro pri ety and or der which made me feel it was God’s house. Would
that we had the ad mirable cus tom, which pre vails in Eng land and ev- 
ery where on the con ti nent, for the con gre ga tion to re main a mo ment
in silent prayer af ter the bene dic tion, in stead of rush ing to the door as
if in haste to es cape from the house of God! I also ob served here with
great plea sure, what I have no ticed in all churches in Eng land and on
the con ti nent, that each of the Chris tian wor shipers en gaged in silent
prayer on en ter ing the church! May the ex am ple of oth ers im press
your minds, dear brethren, with the pro pri ety of this duty which I
have so of ten en deav ored to set be fore you while in your midst.
These may seem to be small mat ters, but they are not so; mere forms
they may be but as ex pres sions of a pray ing and rev er en tial spirit,
they are most im por tant. A strange and un ac count able feel ing of hor- 
ror came over me on leav ing this sa cred chapel and go ing into the
street. Crowds of peo ple were pass ing along in their la bor ing clothes;
the shops were still open, the mar ket peo ple were be fore the walls of
a sanc tu ary! Highly fa vored peo ple are we, who live in the land of
Sab bath, where the very still ness and quiet of the day seem to say,
there is a God, there is a Sav ior, there is an eter nity, where its reg u- 
larly re cur ring hours af ford a blessed op por tu nity of meet ing in God’s
house, par ents and chil dren to gether, and of in struct ing our fam i lies
around our own fire sides in the truths of the Word! Not unto us, Oh
Lord, but unto Thy name be the glory and the praise for these un- 
speak able mer cies!

Leav ing Paris, we bent our course for Ger many and the Rhine,
stop ping in Bel gium only long enough to visit Brus sels and the quaint
old city of Antwerp. Poor un happy Bel gium, with its mul ti tudes of
priests, eat ing up the fat of the land and grind ing the faces of the poor
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un til en durance can scarcely hold out longer! Never was I any where,
where there seemed to be such a swarm of ec cle si as tics. At ev ery
place where the cars stopped, a num ber would en ter, and it was
painful to see in how many in stances these men looked sen sual,
bloated, and in do lent. There were ex cep tions, as there are ev ery- 
where, many hon or able ex cep tions, but the gen eral im pres sion made
upon us by the Bel gium priests was that of a big oted, idle, and sen- 
sual class, who hang like an in cubus upon the peo ple, hin der ing their
ad vance ment, sink ing them deeper in su per sti tion and for mal ity. A
lit tle in ci dent I must not for get to men tion. While pass ing through the
streets of Brus sels, one day, a car riage stopped, and sev eral of our
Lon don del e gates from Ire land ran over the way to greet us in this
dark land. They had in ci den tally heard of an awak en ing among the
Ro man Catholics in one of the most priest-rid den dis tricts of the land
and, the evening be fore we met, had the plea sure of ad dress ing
(through an in ter preter) a con gre ga tion of over two hun dred awak en- 
ing and en quir ing peo ple. They were on their way to the city of
Liege, where a sim i lar move ment was go ing on and where they ex- 
pected to have a sim i lar plea sure! ‘How strangely and won der fully is
the Lord car ry ing on His work in the dark places of the earth’! The
sim ple story of the cross, and the dis tri bu tion of bibles and tracts by
plain and un e d u cated col por teurs, was the in stru men tal ity here em- 
ployed by ‘One who takes the weak things of the world to con found
the mighty’. We met one of these men, sell ing his bibles and tracts in
the streets of Brus sels. He was dressed in a linen ‘blouse’ and like our
‘ra zor strop man’ had a crowd of men, women and chil dren around
him lis ten ing to his story. There was a mild ness and a sweet com po- 
sure in his coun te nance which strangely touched my heart and while
he sold one and an other to the gap ing crowd, who seemed scarcely to
know what they were buy ing, I in vol un tar ily of fered up the prayer
that God would fol low with His bless ing these silent mes sen gers of
mercy, to the open ing of their eyes and the sav ing of their souls. At
Cologne we struck the Rhine, and here for the first time had a view of
this ma jes tic river. Tak ing the steam boat, we as cended it as high as
Mayence, where I was re luc tantly com pelled to bid adieu to our com- 
pany. The scenery of the Rhine is in ex press ibly glo ri ous. It is lit er ally
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a blend ing of all beau ties, streams and dells. Fruit, fo liage,
crag, wood, corn field, moun tain vine, And chief less cas tles
breath ing stern farewells, From gray but leafy walls, where ruin
greenly dwells.

For many hun dred miles it makes its way through a moun tain ous
coun try and in the Rhein gau its pas sage seems to be a gorge be tween
a ridge of lofty moun tains. Many of these are ter raced to the very top
at an im mense ex pense and la bor, in or der to cul ti vate the grapevine,
which here grows in all its ex cel lence. The old Gothic cas tles, nearly
all in ru ins, crown these vine-clad hills and the quaint old towns at
their base make up a scene of strange but won drous beauty. Never did
I more re gret the short ness of my time than while on the Rhine. It was
just in the vin tage and ev ery where on the hills and crags might be
seen the peas ants gath er ing in the rich clus ters of grapes in a kind of
hood which seems to be fas tened to their backs. These grapes are of
small size but ex ceed ingly sweet and agree able, and yield a large
quan tity of wine. I had here an op por tu nity of tast ing pure Rhine
wine, and could scarcely re press my in dig na tion at the abom inable
mix tures which are palmed off in Amer ica, as the pure juice of the
grape. For tu nately my wish to ob tain a cou ple of dozen of bot tles for
the use of sick per sons in our con gre ga tion was grat i fied in a way I
never thought of. I in ci den tally made the ac quain tance of a gen tle- 
man, who owned a large vine yard and sup plies Mr. Rapp at Econ omy,
with the pure ar ti cle for pri vate use. With him, I have made an ar- 
range ment to ob tain a bas ket or two of an ex cel lent wine for per sons
re cov er ing from sick ness. These will be sent to a friend in Phil a del- 
phia and when once in Pitts burgh, I shall be happy to have the
brethren fur nish it for their fam i lies in sick ness at a tri fling cost,
while to the poor it will be a sin cere plea sure for me to pro vide it gra- 
tu itously. Could you have seen me on the steamer, while as cend ing
the Rhine, dressed in a ‘blouse’, the uni ver sal peas ant’s garb of this
coun try, you would have scarcely rec og nized your old pas tor. But
thus we travel, ful fill ing in this re spect at least, the old adage ‘We
must do in Rome as the Ro mans’. Blouse or no blouse, this jour ney
up the Rhine was one of the most in ter est ing of my life, and its novel
and de light ful rec ol lec tions will never be erased, from my mind.
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Truly happy would I be, could I but com press in a few lines that
which might be in ter est ing to you in my three weeks’ stay in Frank- 
furt, the na tive city of my ex cel lent par ents and the res i dence of most
of my rel a tives. Though much oc cu pied with the busi ness of Synod,
and obliged to shut my self up daily to at tend to it, I yet found much
leisure time for the of fices of friend ship, and spent the re main der
among my friends. In Frank furt, I found not a few ami able and lovely
Chris tians in the higher walks of life, and their sim plic ity, and godly
sin cer ity was most af fect ing. Many of these are in fam i lies en tirely
com posed of worldly peo ple, where spir i tual Chris tian ity is re garded
as ‘melan choly’, and termed ‘pietism’; un der these cir cum stances,
their light is al most hid, un til you, per haps by ac ci dent, dis cover that
you are speak ing with a dis ci ple. On sev eral oc ca sions a sin gle ex- 
pres sion or word told the whole story. In the coun try where church
and state are un for tu nately united, and many min is ters are ei ther ra- 
tio nal ists or at least un re newed men, it is by no means taken for
granted that a man is a Chris tian be cause he is a cler gy man. Those
who are Chris tians are there fore on the look out to judge the char ac ter
of a stranger. Af ter an evening’s con ver sa tion, you may re ceive a
warm press of the hand from some silent and suf fer ing dis ci ple, who
rec og nized you as a brother from a sen ti ment ut tered or a word spo- 
ken in the course of your re marks. A stranger men tioned the name of
Je sus with pe cu liar solem nity and feel ing in a pro mis cu ous as sem bly.
On re turn ing home, a gen tle man came to his res i dence and look ing
stead fastly in his face, while the tears flowed down his cheeks, asked
him, ‘And is He your Sav ior, too?’ There is much of this kind of
silent Chris tian ity in Ger many at the present time. Things are how- 
ever com ing to a cri sis. Light and dark ness can not ex ist to gether
much longer. Min is ters find they must take sides, as all those who are
be liev ers are known and loved as such by their brethren, while the
un be liev ing stand off from them and cater for the pop u lar taste to
sup port their sink ing cause. On all sides in Ger many we see the ev i- 
dence of some mighty rev o lu tion in the re li gious world. At present
there is a won der ful chaos in spir i tual things, the good and bad, the
un be liev ing and be liev ing, are all to gether in the es tab lished church
and go through the same forms; but soon God will bring or der out of
this con fu sion, dis cern be tween the right eous and the wicked. To
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write in tel li gently of the state of things in Ger many, would re quire
more time than I can com mand and in a let ter like this all such nar ra- 
tive would be out of place. I can only say in a word that, while out- 
ward things look gloomy, the good and pi ous in Ger many be lieve that
God will soon put a stop to this min gling of Christ and Mam mon and
re deem and vin di cate His own cause. There is much prayer and faith
among the Chris tians of the con ti nent, and but lit tle re liance on any
hu man in stru men tal i ties or schemes of re form. They be lieve, as they
are un able to take mat ters in their own hands, that God will have
mercy on His peo ple and save His Church by the strong arm of His
power.

While in Frank furt, I took a trip to Basel on the busi ness of our
Synod. While in Lon don, by con vers ing with the min is ters from
Berlin, Prus sia, I learned that there was but a poor prospect there to
ob tain the kind of mis sion ar ies needed by Synod for our Ger man Em- 
i grant mis sions. In stead of go ing to Berlin,! was in duced by the rep re- 
sen ta tions of Cheva lier Bun sen, the Prus sian am bas sador in Lon don,
to visit in Basel in Switzer land. This was man i festly prov i den tial, and
I am happy to say that the mis sion com mit tee of the mis sion houses
there, at once es poused our cause and de ter mined to send us six min- 
is ters by next May. Should noth ing un fore seen oc cur, they will be in
Pitts burgh in time for the meet ing of Synod in the spring, where they
will be ex am ined and at once sent forth to their re spec tive fields of la- 
bor. Great in deed was my grat i fi ca tion in be ing per mit ted to see the
Basel Mis sion ary Sem i nary. There are gen er ally sixty or more young
men in at ten dance, and ev ery year a num ber are sent to China, Asia,
Africa, and North and South Amer ica, where many alas fall vic tims
to the cli mate and to this great trial.

They are wholly sup ported by vol un tary con tri bu tions both while
in the sem i nary and when they go to hea then lands. Those, how ever,
who are sent to Amer ica are ex pected to be sup ported by their con- 
gre ga tions or by mis sion ary so ci eties there. In re view ing the cir cum- 
stances which led me to change my route from Prus sia to Switzer- 
land, I clearly see the hand of God in ev ery cir cum stance and re joice
that de liv er ance has come for our poor and scat tered Ger mans from a
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quar ter we thought not of. The Basel Mis sion ar ies are tried men, and
are pre ferred above all oth ers in Eu rope and even in Eng land. The
Eng lish Church Mis sion ary So ci ety has em ployed more than sev enty
of them in their East In dia Mis sions and a num ber more ex pect to sail
for In dia in spring un der the pa tron age of this So ci ety.

Re turn ing to Strass burg in France from Basel, I re mained sev eral
days among some very dear Chris tian friends and spent the Sun day in
a lit tle vil lage a few hours’ drive from the city. Af ter the bus tle and
hurry of the week be fore, in which I had been trav el ing day and night,
the quiet of this re tired spot, and the sweet so ci ety of Chris tians, was
most grate ful. Of ten, when lis ten ing to the won der ful way in which
some of these dear rel a tives and friends were led to Christ, and fol- 
low ing them through their strug gles and early tri als, I wept and could
only say ‘how won der ful are Thy ways, Oh God, and Thy thoughts
are past find ing out’. The awak ened and Chris tian peo ple in Strass- 
burg are earnestly en gaged in spread ing the gospel in the neigh bor ing
cities and vil lages of the ‘De part ment De Bas Rhine’, and the Vos ges
Moun tains, among which the great and good Ober lin once lived and
la bored. It is a sad thought, that, out of nearly three hun dred Protes- 
tant min is ters in this part of France, scarcely forty are be liev ers or
Chris tian men. The rest are un be liev ers or ra tio nal ists, as they are
pleased to term them selves! Nev er the less, even in this dark quar ter
light is spring ing up. At the head of the Evan gel i cal party is the
Rev. Pas tor Herter, a plain but mighty man of God, who, al though
hated, de spised and ridiculed by the world, goes on, meekly bear ing
all and only ‘dou bling’ his ex er tions in the good cause. In con nec tion
with a few pi ous friends he has es tab lished a ‘house for Dea- 
conesses,’ a new or rather old apos tolic of fice re vived, and these ex- 
cel lent women have un der their care a large hos pi tal with sev enty
beds as well as a school for poor chil dren, which al ready con tains up- 
wards of two hun dred schol ars. ’ Five years ago, this ex cel lent man
had noth ing but faith in God for his cap i tal and now ‘be hold what
hath God wrought’! Al ready have sev eral hos pi tals been sup plied
with ‘nurs ing sis ters’, from the par ent in sti tu tion, and the poor Protes- 
tants of this part of France are be gin ning to feel the blessed re sults of
this sa cred in sti tu tion.
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Hav ing vis ited Kaiser swerth on the Rhine, where the first Protes- 
tant in sti tu tion of this kind was com menced from which all the oth ers
are copied, both in Ger many, Hol land, France and Prus sia, I shall on
my re turn give my self the plea sure of giv ing the brethren an op por tu- 
nity of learn ing more of this won der ful in sti tu tion which is spread ing
its bless ings so rapidly over the whole of Eu rope. In my whole course
of ob ser va tion, I saw noth ing any where which so com mends it self to
the bet ter feel ing of the heart as the or der just re ferred to. The King of
Prus sia has erected a large hos pi tal and of his own funds in Berlin,
which is to be a kind of train ing school for a large ‘cen tral moth er- 
house’ for all the Prus sian do min ions. In Frank furt and many of the
prin ci pal towns I vis ited, I found that the Protes tant hos pi tals and
char i ta ble in sti tu tions of a sim i lar na ture were wholly given over to
the care of these sis ters and so great and happy had been the change
for the bet ter un der their man age ment that the city au thor i ties could
find no lan guage suf fi ciently ex pres sive of their ap pro ba tion. When
once fully ad mit ted and set apart by prayer for this holy work, they
en ter upon it with a self-sac ri fice truly as ton ish ing and many of them
never leave the hos pi tals till re moved by death! They make no vows
for life, but can re turn to their friends if so dis posed. And yet very
few ever use this priv i lege, but live and die in the ser vice. Why can- 
not we find among us a de vo tion and self-sac ri fice sim i lar to that
man i fested by our Lutheran sis ters in France and Ger many? Surely
there is a need equally as great in Amer ica for some thing of this kind
as in Eu rope where so many hos pi tals and other such in sti tu tions ex- 
ist. Es pe cially in our city, where no friendly asy lum opens its mercy
doors for the stranger and the in di gent sick, is such an or der nec es- 
sary. Un der these cir cum stances, I trust the de vo tion of our sis ters in
the faith on the con ti nent will pro voke us to em u la tion, and cause
some in our con gre ga tion to en quire whether God has not a work for
them to do among the needy, the sick, and the un for tu nate of our fel- 
low men.

But I must has ten to a close. Time will not al low me to de scribe
my jour ney down the Rhine or to make even brief no tices of the short
vis its I made in Coblenz, Cologne, Dus sel dorf, Kaiser swerth, El ber- 
feld, with its in ter est ing mis sion in sti tu tion sim i lar to the one in
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Basel, and Rot ter dam in Hol land. Ev ery where it was my priv i lege to
meet with dear Chris tian brethren, whose kind ness I can never for get
and whose holy and heav enly con ver sa tion re freshed my heart and
en abled me to ‘go on my way re joic ing’. For the ‘lov ing fa vor’ in
which Chris tians have ev ery where re ceived me, and the pre serv ing
care and prov i dence of God with the un speak able bless ing of health, I
de sire to be most grate ful and beg you with me to glo rify our Kind est
Friend for these things. In all the mercy re ceived, I see the an swer of
your prayers which I have felt were fol low ing me in for eign lands,
and by the help of which I have been safely brought thus far on my
jour ney home.

May I not, there fore, once more, be seech you, ‘to strive with me in
your prayers to God for me’ and do this the rather, that i may have a
pros per ous jour ney and soon be re turned to you again.

I re gret ex ceed ingly that my pas sage across the At lantic will very
prob a bly be a long one. As the berths in the steamships were all taken
a month ago, I could of course not get a pas sage and other cir cum- 
stances made it nec es sary to go by a sail ing packet. The ship in which
I em bark to mor row is the ‘St. James’ (Capt. Meyer of New York) and
is one of the reg u lar lin ers be tween that port and Lon don. The home- 
ward trip takes much longer than in com ing over and the av er age
time is five weeks. If how ever, we are longer de tained, do not be un- 
easy for my wel fare.

‘He who led me hith erto Will guide me all my jour ney
through’.

And He who has so gra ciously re stored me to health will if it be
His heav enly plea sure, give me many op por tu ni ties of man i fest ing
my grat i tude by dili gently la bor ing in His ser vice.

If our good brother Swift has found it out of his power to re main
with the con gre ga tion as long as they de sired it and as I was anx ious
he should, I trust it will not have any in ju ri ous in flu ence upon your
wel fare if for a few weeks longer you will have var i ous brethren to
of fi ci ate in the pul pit. Won der fully has God ar ranged ev ery thing for
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your ed i fi ca tion dur ing my ab sence and if you but pos sess an hum ble,
teach able spirit, all His faith ful ser vants will be ac cept able.

In con clu sion, let me ex hort you, as the sea son of more leisure and
when the evenings are longer is be gin ning to ap proach, let me ex hort
you to re dou ble your dili gence in the work of the Lord. This is the
most fit ting time to set ev ery thing in or der for the com ing win ter. The
prayer-meet ings in the dif fer ent dis tricts, and the teach ers’ meet ings
should now be re or ga nized with out de lay. The faith ful few who hith- 
erto have col lected to gether the widow’s mite, and the will ing do na- 
tion of all in their so ci ety should now re ceive the en cour age ment and
sup port of ev ery mem ber and friend to the cause. It is only by co op er- 
at ing with one ac cord that the praise wor thy ob ject of the ‘Mite So ci- 
ety’ can be car ried into ex e cu tion. Above all, dear brethren, live in
peace and love among your selves. This will give a love li ness and a
heav enly sim plic ity to your Chris tian fel low ship which will at tract
and sub due the world and con strain it to ac knowl edge that the Lord is
with you.

Till we meet again as pas tor and peo ple, ei ther in the sa cred en clo- 
sures of our earthly tem ple or be fore our Sav ior and Judge at His ap- 
pear ing, I bid you an af fec tion ate farewell. The grace of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, the love of God and the com mu nion of the Holy Ghost be
with you all. Amen. Yours truly

W. A. Pas sa vant.

Among the no ta bles whom he met in Basel, was the fa mous ed u ca tor and
phi lan thropist, Pestalozzi, who was an in ti mate friend of his cousin Hen ri- 
etta Pas sa vant whom he also met there. Here are a few ex tracts of a let ter
she wrote him af ter he ar rived home:

Dear cousin. The ami able note Mr. Pestalozzi handed me from you
has given me a great deal of plea sure and I have to beg your par don
for not hav ing thanked you for it sooner. Its con tents and the par tic u- 
lars Mr. Pestalozzi has com mu ni cated to us about your labors in the
new world have deeply in ter ested us, and given us still more re grets
to have seen so lit tle of you while in Eu rope, the more as we have un- 
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der stood that you gave up your jour ney to Berlin, and spent in Strass- 
burg and Frank furt the time you had des tined for your tour in the
north of Ger many.

Mr. Pestalozzi has com mu ni cated to us the pam phlet you gave him
re lat ing to the af fairs of your church and your re li gious meet ings. All
this has greatly in ter ested us, and we ar dently de sire to con trib ute
some thing to the pros per ity of your con gre ga tion. I send you for that
ob ject two hun dred francs which the brother of my brother-in-law,
Mr. John Iselin, es tab lished in New York, will for ward to you at the
same time with this let ter. This sum is very small and will be of but
lit tle as sis tance to you, but for the present we are hardly able to do
more. You doubt less know in what a crit i cal sit u a tion Switzer land just
now is placed; dis tracted as she is by rev o lu tions and great dearth, not
to say famine, the mis ery is ex ces sive and the purse of the rich is
scarcely suf fi cient to re lieve the press ing wants of the poor. I hope
that af ter a while we shall be able to do some thing more for our
brethren in Pitts burgh. Mean while please to ac cept this slight of fer ing
as a proof of the in ter est and the sym pa thy which the cause to which
you have de voted your self has in spired in us.

Speak of us to your par ents, your brother and sis ter and your wife!
Let them know that in this lit tle cor ner of the world you have re la- 
tions who are sin cerely at tached to them and who would think them- 
selves happy to prove it some day by more than mere words.

With many of the em i nent men whom he had met he dined and af ter wards
cor re sponded. Here are a few of the many in vi ta tions:

I am sorry to hear you are un well and re gret that I shall not be able
to day to call on you. In the mean time, I send you a copy I hap pen to
have re newed, of my ‘An da clit shuch’, adapted for the use of Ger man
con gre ga tions in Amer ica. I shall be glad, if its meets with your ap- 
pro ba tion and shall have great plea sure in hav ing con ver sa tion with
you on the sub ject. If you are well enough, will you come and dine
with us to mor row, Wednes day, . at seven o’clock, in a friendly lit tle
fam ily party? My son in tends to call on you as soon as he re turns
from the coun try.
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Yours sin cerely,

Bun sen.

But rec ol lect it is not any more than three days be fore I shall (D.
V.) get mar ried and you have no idea how I am over whelmed with
busi ness of ev ery de scrip tion …. Do come here as soon as the state of
your health will al low you; if you can, come to mor row or Fri day to
break fast at eight o’clock. This is the only time I can with cer tainty
fix to meet you. Do come, if you can. I must see you be fore I leave.
Write how you are. Much as I re joice that the Lord has gra ciously
brought me so far, yet I am sorry you should just have come in this
time, when we can have so lit tle of each other. How ever, I trust we
shall find more time af ter your and my re turn to Lon don; the lat ter is
fixed for the twenty-sec ond of Oc to ber, if not be fore this.

I hope you have re ceived my note of in tro duc tion to Cheva lier
Bun sen and send you en closed some names to whom you may ap ply.
My dear friend, once more, come if you can to mor row or Fri day for a
part ing hour. The Lord be with you and re store you speed ily to health
and strength. My sis ter unites in kind est re gards and I am

Your af fec tion ate brother,

Louis Cap pel.

I have just heard from L Ash ley that you are here and there fore
lose no mo ment to en close you the let ter sent to me the other day for
you. Pray come and break fast with us on Thurs day next, twenty-sec- 
ond, at ten. We go to Ful ham on that day.

Ever yours faith fully,

Bun sen."
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Sir, Though it will not, I fear, be in my power to ren der you any
as sis tance, I shall be very happy to see you on Sat ur day next at half
past eleven.

Yours sin cerely

Stan ley.

In the ab sence of my fa ther I opened your note and ex ceed ingly
re gret that the un for tu nate mis un der stand ing should have taken place.
We have not re ceived any let ter from your good self and no doubt
you will get your let ters back on ap pli ca tion at the dead let ter of fice.
My fa ther will not be here all this week nor prob a bly be fore Thurs day
next. How ever, I shall be most happy to see you here on Fri day or
Sat ur day or any day af ter. I shall not be here on Thurs day or to mor- 
row, be ing com pelled to go out of town on ur gent busi ness. I shall be
glad to show you any thing worth while see ing here and in Leeds or
the neigh bor hood. Re quest that you will drop me a line say ing when I
may ex pect the plea sure of your com pany.

Yours truly,

Philip Pas sa vant.

What im pres sions and what prof itable lessons Mr. Pas sa vant car ried away
from the Al liance, we can not now tell, as there are no let ters at hand. But
we do know that dur ing those two mo men tous weeks he was him self go ing
through an un con scious trans for ma tion. He had a spe cial gift for study ing
and un der stand ing men and move ments. How his alert and prac ti cal mind
must have scru ti nized those men! There he came in con tact with the lead ers
of Protes tantism in its var i ous forms. There he saw and heard and con versed
with such great teach ers, or ga niz ers and work ers as Tholuck, Pestalozzi, F.
W. Krum macher, Baron Bun sen, C. Cap pel, C. Koch of Ger many; Monod
of France; Buchanan of Scot land; and Bick er steth, Ward law, A. P. Stan ley
and John An gel James of Eng land and many oth ers. Such men could not but
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greatly en large the hori zon, sharpen the judg ment and quicken the en thu si- 
asm of a young man not yet twenty-five years old and hun gry for knowl- 
edge and di rec tion. Here he saw the dif fi cul ties that are a part of an in def i- 
nite and in con sis tent faith. He saw the dan ger of lib er al ism. He saw the
strug gle af ter a foun da tion on which all could stand. He saw that at best
such a foun da tion must have its gaps, its weak places and its dan ger points.
Here is an ex tract from a char ac ter is tic let ter that his mother wrote to him in
Lon don:

The great Lon don ex cite ment is now over and you are able to
judge whether the much talked of Con ven tion was re ally worth draw- 
ing so many hun dreds of men from the en dear ments of home and
their al lot ted spheres of use ful ness. "Whether af ter all these fine
speeches in Ex eter Hall (which the half of the au di ence prob a bly
could not hear) the world will go on more lov ingly than be fore? I ex- 
pect that the pub lic pa pers, both re li gious and sec u lar, will give us
quite a suf fi ciency of re ports on the sub ject, so that you need not fill
your let ters with the ‘res o lu tions’ or ‘speeches’ of even the most elo- 
quent. To hear about your health and what ever con cerns you per son- 
ally will be in fin itely more sat is fac tory to us. One good ef fect, I hope,
that vast as sem blage of dis tin guished and learned men will have pro- 
duced on your mind. It has been your lot of late years, dear William,
to be placed in sit u a tions pe cu liarly cal cu lated to in crease your self-
im por tance. Flat tered by men who hap pened to need your ser vices;
suc cess ful in a con gre ga tion more able to ap pre ci ate kind ness of heart
and zeal than learn ing, fi nally called to Pitts burgh where your youth
and the stand ing of your fam ily cer tainly had a share in the very out- 
set in in ter est ing the pub lic for you, it were no won der if your pop u- 
lar ity had at times made you think ’more highly of your self than you
ought to think, par tic u larly when you com pare your self with the
mem bers of your own Synod. But in Lon don there were stan dards of
com par i son to re call hu mil ity. They must have made you feel your in- 
fe ri or ity in knowl edge, in ap pli ca tion, in nat u ral gifts, what ever faith
and zeal you might have in com mon. Cher ish these im pres sions, dear
son, they will be equally use ful to your own soul, and to the fa vor
you are to ob tain in a coun try where mod esty is con sid ered one of the
great est charms of youth, and the sure com pan ion of merit. Let all
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you have done so far in your min is te rial ca reer be in a man ner for got- 
ten in your con ver sa tion and im prove your present op por tu ni ties in
seiz ing the var i ous kinds of knowl edge that will be present on all
sides. Open your eyes wide to the new scenes you will be hold and
cull all the ra tio nal en joy ment which will doubt less have an ex hil a rat- 
ing in flu ence on your health and be a source of de light ful ret ro spect.

This meet ing of the Evan gel i cal Al liance adopted and rec om mended the
pro gram for the Week of Prayer. It also ar ranged for branch al liances in the
var i ous coun tries of the con ti nent as well as the United States. Great hopes
were en ter tained for this union move ment against Pusey ism and Ro man ism.
The young, san guine and op ti mistic Mr. Pas sa vant had also en ter tained the
bright est an tic i pa tions. But be fore it was all over, he saw some of the dif fi- 
cul ties and be fore he left Eu rope he had his se ri ous doubts about the fea si- 
bil ity of the whole move ment. Be fore many years, he saw that it was only
one more of the many fu tile at tempts that had been made to bring about out- 
ward har mony where there are se ri ous dif fer ences of con vic tion on the
ques tion “What is truth?”

At this dis tance, we can safely say that the Evan gel i cal Al liance move- 
ment has been a dis ap point ment to its best friends and its most ar dent pro- 
mot ers.

Of a meet ing held in Berlin a few years af ter the Lon don con ven tion,
Mr. Kurtz, the church his to rian, says:

The Al liance pre sented an ad dress to King Fred er ick William IV.
in which it was said that they aimed a blow not only against the Sad- 
duceeism, but also against the Phar i saism of the Ger man Evan gel i cal
Church. The con fes sional Luther ans who had op posed the Al liance
re garded this let ter as di rected against them Though many dis tin- 
guished con fes sion al ists were mem bers of the Al liance none of them
put in an ap pear ance. On the other hand, nu mer ous rep re sen ta tives of
pietism, union ism, Melanchtho ni an ism, as well as Bap tists,
Methodists and Mora vians crowded in from all parts and were sup- 
ported by the lead ing lib er als of the church and state. While there was
still talk about the one ness amid the dif fer ences of the chil dren of
God, about the su pe ri or ity of this Al liance over the ec u meni cal coun- 
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cils in the an cient church, about the want of the spir i tual life in the
church even where the the ol ogy of the con fes sions was pro fessed;
with de nun ci a tions of half-Catholic Lutheranism and its sacra men tar- 
i an ism and of fi cial ism and with many a true and ad mirable state ment
of what the church needs, Merle d’Aubigne in tro duced dis cord by the
hearty wel come which he ac corded his friend Bun sen, which was in- 
ten si fied by the pas sion ate man ner in which Krum macher re ported
upon it. The gra cious royal re cep tion of the mem bers of the Al liance
which Krum macher ex pressed with his ex citable feel ings in the
words ‘Your Majesty, we would all fall not at your feet but on your
neck’ was de scribed by his brother Dr. F. W. Krum macher as a tan gi- 
ble pre lude to the solemn scenes of the last judg ment. Sir Culling
Yard ley de clared ‘There is no more North Sea’. Lord Shaftes bury
said that with the Berlin As sem bly a new era had be gun in the
world’s his tory. Oth ers ex tolled it as sec ond Pen te cost."
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8. Home Again – Con tro versy –
Be gin ning Of Char ity Work

AF TER A TE DIOUS JOUR NEY on a sail ship which en coun tered
much stormy weather, the im pa tient trav eler landed at last on his na tive
shore. No time was lost in get ting to Pitts burgh. Never was a re turn ing one
more ea gerly awaited or more warmly wel comed. He came with re newed
vigor, life and en thu si asm. Pub lic re cep tions were held by cit i zens, by
neigh bor ing churches and by his own peo ple. Ad dresses of wel come were
made by men prom i nent on the plat form, at the bar and in the pul pit. At the
re cep tion given by his own peo ple, the fol low ing hymn, com posed for the
oc ca sion by one of his mem bers, was sung:

Glad we are again to meet thee;
Shep herd, Pas tor, thou art come;
And with joy ful hearts we greet thee,
With a happy wel come home.
Days of ab sence ne’er can sever
Friend ship’s ties of pu rity;
Warm af fec tions strong as ever
Still unite us all to thee.

God hath kept thee when in dan gers,
Cross ing o’er the mighty sea;
Trav el ing in a land of strangers,
His strong arm pro tected thee.
When we heard of ves sels driven
By the sea’s tem pes tu ous wave,
Then our prayers went tip to heaven.
That our pas tor, God would save.
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Fa ther, may Thy rich est bless ing
Still upon Thy ser vant rest;
While on earth Thy love pos sess ing,
May his labors still be blessed.
When at length his days be ended,
May his happy spirit rise,
Where the saints have now as cended.
To their man sions in the skies.

May Thy care and kind pro tec tion
Make us truly grate ful, Lord;
And may all in sweet sub jec tion,
Bow sub mis sive at Thy word.
Thus when each his course hath fin ished,
May we reach that bliss ful shore;
There with plea sure undi min ished,
We shall meet to part no more."

Of the new be gin ning of the home life, we shall let Mrs. Pas sa vant speak.

The trav eler was at last again in the midst of his beloved fam ily
and peo ple. Great was the joy at his im proved health. With re newed
vigor the work of the church was taken up. Be ing of an ob ser vant
mind, much rich knowl edge had been gained on var i ous sub jects by
his trip, which was used in the fu ture years of this life in many sit u a- 
tions in which Prov i dence placed him…

An un looked-for shadow came over our bright home and in five
never-to-be for got ten days, the sun was dark ened to wards the par ents
and our baby was taken. The bud had un folded in all its per fect
beauty and pu rity in the gar den of our Lord. Who can tell the an guish
of that fa ther and mother? Only those who have felt the same sor row
can know its depths. It was God’s will and so all these ser vants of the
Mas ter could do was to lis ten to that sweet voice which said ‘It is I,
be not afraid. I loaned him to you eigh teen months. Now he is my
child’
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In 1847 an other child was given to his home, a healthy babe. This
in a mea sure made up the loss and was the cause of great joy.

Some time af ter this event, the pas tor moved his fam ily from the
cen ter of the city, quite out into the sub urbs. The streets were not
paved nor were here any paved side-walks, it was very much like liv- 
ing in the coun try. In this neigh bor hood in sev eral houses within sight
of each other, our fam ily lived for fifty years. In one of these houses,
two chil dren, a daugh ter and a son were born.

And so the work in his con gre ga tion, in the var i ous mis sions and in his
Synod was taken up again with re newed zeal and en ergy.

Though his brave peo ple had done their best to keep the church to gether
and to keep the mis sions go ing, with out his able and in spir ing lead er ship,
much had gone wrong. The fi nances of the church were in bad con di tion.
Well-mean ing and zeal ous women had re sorted to means and meth ods of
rais ing money of which he did not ap prove. With del i cate tact and great per- 
sonal ef fort he went about to re store or der, con fi dence and hope. Weak and
care less mem bers had drifted away and needed to be ad mon ished, drawn
and re claimed. The al ways dan ger ous ex pe di ent of hav ing teach ers of dif- 
fer ent faiths in the pul pit and in the Sun day school had born its nat u ral fruit.
Those who were not in tel li gently es tab lished in the faith of their own
church were eas ily per suaded that one church is as good as an other and be- 
came an easy prey to the blan dish ments of the near est con gre ga tion. As we
have seen, the pas tor’s con vic tion of the scrip tural ness of the faith and prac- 
tice of the Lutheran church had been clar i fied and strength ened. He saw
more and more clearly the weak ness and dan ger of the lax ity and lib er al ity
that pre vailed in so large a part of the Eng lish Lutheran Church. He was
done with anx ious-bench-re vivals. He had to see and reap the fruits of his
own mixed sow ing.

The con di tion in the var i ous mis sions was even worse than in the mother
church. Largely de pend ing for ser vice and Sun day school work ers on the
good peo ple of other de nom i na tions, the work had been spas modic and
change able. Sev eral of the mis sions he found closed up and for the time
aban doned. He was needed in a score of places ev ery day. With his re newed
strength, he was at it early and late, in his own church, in the mis sions, on
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the streets and among peo ple wher ever he could find them. It was a heavy,
la bo ri ous cam paign of re gath er ing, restor ing, re or ga niz ing and re viv ing the
work ers and the work.

All this city mis sion ary work would have been enough to dis cour age any
or di nary man. But this was by no means all. In the Synod also much had
gone wrong. In those dif fi cult days, the o log i cal train ing was weak and di- 
ver si fied. Some came from un der the loose and in def i nite teach ing of
Dr. Schmucker; oth ers from semi-ra tio nal is tic schools of Ger many, and still
oth ers from such non-con fes sional schools as Crischona and Basel. Mr. Pas- 
sa vant had him self ad vo cated the lat ter as a fit ting in sti tu tion from which to
draw the needed Ger man min is ters.

There were not want ing still other va ri eties of min is ters. There were
some of pos i tively im moral char ac ter and oth ers who were merely ad ven- 
tur ers. Most of these had come to the end of their line in Ger many and
sought places to preach in a free church in a free land. “Put me in the
priest’s of fice that I may have a piece of bread,” was their plea. Be cause of
the scarcity of min is ters the doors of the Synod and of the church were not
so care fully guarded as they should have been. The nat u ral fruits were di vi- 
sion, de fec tion, and dis rup tion.

To Pas sa vant came the cries and wails of the poor peo ple and of the pas- 
tors whose right eous souls were vexed with the dis turbers of Zion. The cor- 
re spon dence be came more and more vo lu mi nous and dif fi cult, the jour ney- 
ings more oft, the per ils from ex po sure and bit ter op po si tion greater.

The whole Lutheran Church was at this time in an un set tled and ag i tated
con di tion. At Get tys burg, Dr. Schmucker was not only in def i nite in his doc- 
tri nal teach ings but was be com ing more and more hos tile to pos i tive
Lutheranism. The Ob server was on the same plat form. It was con stantly ad- 
vo cat ing a union of the Luther ans with other Protes tant de nom i na tions. Its
col umns were filled with re ports and lau da tions of the wildest re vivals. The
spe cific doc trines of the Lutheran con fes sions were boldly at tacked and
openly re pu di ated.

A few years pre vi ous to this, the Rev. F. C. D. Wyneken, then a mem ber
of the Gen eral Synod, had taken a trip to Ger many and had there dis sem i- 
nated a de scrip tion of the real con di tion of the Lutheran Church in the
United States. For this he was called to ac count by the Gen eral Synod and a
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com mit tee was ap pointed to pre pare aif ad dress to the var i ous ec cle si as ti cal
bod ies of the Lutheran Church in Eu rope which was to set forth the con di- 
tion of the church in the United States and was in tended to re move the im- 
pres sions that Mr. Wyneken had made abroad. When this com mit tee was
ap pointed, Mr. Wyneken of fered this res o lu tion:

Re solved, that the writ ings of Rev. Drs. Schmucker and B. Kurtz
as well as a vol ume of the Lutheran Ob server and of the Hirten- 
stimme and other books and pa pers in which the doc trine and prac tice
of the Gen eral Synod are set forth, be sent to Dr. Rudel bach,
Prof. Har less and other ed i tors of prom i nent Lutheran jour nals for ex- 
am i na tion, so that the or tho doxy of the Gen eral Synod may be
demon strated to the Lutheran Church in Ger many.

This res o lu tion was promptly laid on the ta ble but Mr. Wyneken im me di- 
ately of fered the fol low ing:

Re solved that the Gen eral Synod hereby dis avow and re ject the
afore men tioned writ ings of Drs. Schmucker and Kurtz, as well as the
Lutheran Ob server and Hirten stimme as hereti cal and as de part ing
from the sav ing faith." This res o lu tion was not en ter tained and there- 
fore not acted on.

The afore named ad dress was pre pared and sent to Ger many. Its ef fect, how- 
ever, was con trary to what was ex pected. It plainly ex pressed anti-Lutheran
sen ti ments. Even those in Ger many who were not Luther ans could not un- 
der stand how men pro fess ing the sen ti ments ex pressed in the ad dress could
call them selves by that name. And of course the con fes sional Luther ans
would not for a mo ment al low that the sen ti ments of the ad dress were or- 
tho dox.

Dr. W. M. Reynolds, a grad u ate of Jef fer son Col lege and pro fes sor in
Penn syl va nia col lege at Get tys burg, was at this time the rec og nized leader
of the con ser va tive Luther ans in the Gen eral Synod. Of the Ob server he
writes to Pas sa vant:

I have for a long time writ ten in its col umns be cause I did not
want to lose my rights and also to in di cate that there re ally was a feel- 
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ing in the church which the Ob server did not rep re sent. I also still
hoped against hope that there would be a change for the bet ter. But
now I have lost all hope…

I do not know whether you re quire any ad di tional in for ma tion as
to the state of feel ing among our in tel li gent church mem bers in re gard
to the Ob server, but here is one that sur prised me last night as com ing
from Cham bers burg, where Dr. Kurtz has en joyed the high est pop u- 
lar ity, and where ‘new mea sures’ have been sup posed to have at- 
tained their per fec tion. I know the writer, Dr. Lane1, only by rep u ta- 
tion. He says: ‘I have long de sired to see some able and dig ni fied ex- 
po nent of the doc trines of the Lutheran Church, and am much grat i- 
fied to see you thus em ployed. The Ob server, I am sorry to say comes
far short of ei ther abil ity or dig nity. This ’anx ious bench’ sys tem has
in my hum ble opin ion, done more to re tard the progress of vi tal piety,
and to lower the dig nity of the Lutheran Church than any thing that
could have been con trived.

On the same sub ject the young Charles P. Krauth writes to B. M.
Schmucker:

Is not the Ob server of this week in fa mous? I do de clare be fore
God that were I sat is fied that such sen ti ments and such a spirit did
char ac ter ize our Amer i can Lutheran Church and were con tin u ing to
be the pre vail ing tone in it, I would re pu di ate it; I would hold to our
Ger manic brethren or aban don the min istry. It is not so much the
mere opin ion in volved, how ever er ro neous, as the di a bol i cal, sneak- 
ing, ly ing spirit shown in the at tack on truth, and there is no open ing
to de fend the truth.

This B. M. Schmucker was a son of Dr. S. S. Schmucker. He was a neigh- 
bor and a warm friend of young Krauth. Joseph Seiss was of about the same
age and an in ti mate friend of both. This gifted and promis ing trio of young
Luther ans fre quently came to gether and also car ried on fa mil iar cor re spon- 
dence. Krauth was the leader. He had con ceived quite an in ter est in the
Lutheran con fes sions and in the old dog mati cians. Through his fa ther he se- 
cured copies of Chem nitz, Ger hard, Calovius and Schmidt. These were cir- 
cu lated and dis cussed among the three. The more these young min is ters
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stud ied these writ ings, the more firmly were they con vinced that the old
Lutheran faith is the faith taught in the Scrip tures; and that the the ol ogy of
Get tys burg and of the Ob server was with out ei ther scrip tural or con fes- 
sional foun da tion.

Mr. Pas sa vant who was about the same age and on fa mil iar terms with
these three, but es pe cially with Krauth, was also be com ing more and more
dis sat is fied with his own for mer un clear po si tion, and with the in def i nite
and wa ver ing tone that pre vailed so largely among the Eng lish Luther ans.
He was slowly com ing out of his for mer un cer tainty and was gain ing a foot- 
ing for him self. His con tact with pos i tive Luther ans in Ger many and their
re pu di a tion of the loose Lutheranism in our land had made him think and
in ves ti gate. His par ents, but es pe cially his mother, had also a de cided in flu- 
ence in this di rec tion. Af ter his re turn to Pitts burgh, he cor re sponded with
Drs. Spiel man and Lehman of Colum bus who kindly helped him to be come
more and more clear. His old friend, Dr. Mor ris, as well as Prof. Reynolds,
also aided him. But the im pres sions and in flu ences of for mer years could
not be over come in a day. In later years, it was a fre quent re mark that it is
much harder to un learn than to learn, and a con stant lament that he had been
started in the wrong di rec tion. That he did not progress rapidly enough to
suit some of the con ser va tives is ev i dent from a let ter from Prof. Reynolds,
who writes:

You and brother Bassler speak too much in the tone of men who
are un der the weather. What does it mat ter if you are ‘old Luther ans’
as Luther was? Do you think that that can be made a crime in our
church in this coun try? Far from it. The very prin ci ples of lat i tu di nar- 
i an ism that are in vogue must shield you. If oth ers have a right to re- 
ject Luther’s views or those of the Sym bol i cal Books, you have the
same right to re ceive them, and who dare gain say it? It may be a nine
days’ won der and some may talk of heresy, but that can not last.

Dur ing his sem i nary course, when a re vival was in progress, he had spo ken
slight ingly of Prof. Reynolds, “who spoke to the mourn ers as if he were in- 
struct ing a class in col lege;” but now he was glad to get the pro fes sor’s
coun sels and as sis tance. The Pitts burgh Synod had not yet united with the
Gen eral Synod and there were some who were con stantly urg ing the union.
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Mr. Pas sa vant was not sat is fied that this would be for the best. He wrote to
Prof. Reynolds for ad vice, who replied:

“As to the union of your Synod with the Gen eral Synod, I am
pleased with your de ter mi na tion to do the work de lib er ately and in tel- 
li gently. It may also be well to ‘de fine your po si tion.’ But I know of
noth ing in the do ings of the Gen eral Synod that should pre vent you
from join ing it. The con sti tu tion is the great point. There you can find
noth ing anti-Lutheran, how ever un-Lutheran it may be. Its sins are
not those of com mis sion but of omis sion, but there is noth ing in it to
pre vent the Syn ods con nected with it from be ing as strongly Lutheran
as they please. And this I think was not only nec es sary in the first in- 
stance but it is well even now. We want a lit tle more pli a bil ity in our
Lutheran Church in this coun try than there is in the For mula of Con- 
cord. Un doubt edly, how ever, this mat ter has been pushed rather too
far. Drs. Schmucker and Kurtz have made out a Lutheranism that is
al most any thing and ev ery thing. Still there is more of a Lutheran
Church left among us than there is in most parts of Ger many and the
cor rec tive may not be so dif fi cult. A dif fer ent pub lic opin ion and sys- 
tem of the ol ogy from that hith erto pre sented must be called forth and
pre sented to our church. One very ob vi ous step in this way will be
that which you sug gest for your Synod. Let it adopt the Con sti tu tion
of the Gen eral Synod and send its del e gates, but at the same time de- 
clare that it does not by this ap prove of all the pub lic acts of that
body, of the sys tem of the ol ogy drawn up by Dr. Schmucker at its re- 
quest and taught in its sem i nary, nor of the spirit, pol icy, or the ol ogy
of its pro fessed or gan, the Lutheran Ob server, wherein these de part
from the great and well-es tab lished prin ci ples of Lutheranism and
from the gen eral views and prac tice of the great mass of our church in
this coun try. Such a dec la ra tion as this would tell; at the same time,
how ever, you must be care ful not to go too far on the other side. Let
us here oc cupy Melanchtho nian ground. Let us not put upon our- 
selves a yoke which we may not be able to bear, as our fa thers be fore
us were not. Let us al low a cer tain lat i tude upon cer tain sub jects. Let
us pay great re spect to our sym bol i cal sys tem, but let us not in sist
upon the re cep tion of ev ery jot and tit tle of it. Even if it were wise to
act oth er wise, we could not now do it, so far at least as our Eng lish
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churches are con cerned. They scarcely know of any other sys tem of
Lutheran doc trine and prac tice than that which Drs. Schmucker and
Kurtz have given them. They must first know what it is that they are
to re ceive be fore it is forced upon them. For this pur pose, I con sider
your pub li ca tion of Sar to rius just in point. But it must be fol lowed by
a new body of Eng lish Lutheran the ol ogy which I have no doubt the
wants of the church will grad u ally call forth. I have much to say on
this topic but have not room for it here.”

In an other let ter he writes:

“My own views and feel ings are against ag i tat ing the church just
now with the doc tri nal de fec tion of Drs. Schmucker and Kurtz. We
can gain much more by keep ing quiet and dis cussing these things in
pri vate. I have even hopes that Dr. Kurtz may be won over to cor rect
views and Dr. Schmucker will al ways go with the ma jor ity. But to
bring these top ics be fore the sec tion of the church now would be pre- 
ma ture. It is not at all pre pared for it, has no light upon the sub ject
and can not have it for some time to come. Wait un til your edi tion of
Sar to rius has been pub lished and has had time to op er ate. That I hope
to see fol lowed up by Schmid’s Dog matik, in the trans la tion of which
Drs. Mor ris, Krauth, Prof. Baugher, Chas. Krauth, Jr. and my self are
now busily en gaged (but this is a pro found se cret about which you
must not breathe a syl la ble, even to the gen tle men men tioned). This
work is the most sci en tific and the lat est ex hi bi tion of the orig i nal and
unadul ter ated doc trines of the Lutheran Church. Wait un til these and
other things of a sim i lar kind bear fruit, and then we may ven ture into
the field of pub lic dis cus sion with some hope of suc cess.”

Dr. Mor ris writes:

“I hope your Synod will con tinue to pur sue its course of en ergy
and zeal in the mis sion ary cause. That is the great busi ness of the day.
There is an other mat ter: I hope that you will let the church see that
though you have be come more or tho dox and ‘Lutheran ish,’ yet that
you will not abate your ac tiv ity in ev ery good work. Some of these
men are ab so lutely in sane or un par don ably ig no rant. They think that
in pro por tion as a man ap prox i mates nearer the old stan dards, the
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more he de flects from Evan gel i cal spir i tu al ism. Do these men know
the his tory of Francke and Spener and the other men of Is sachar? Oh
that such re vivals were now preva lent as fa vored the church in those
days of church or tho doxy. You and your con fr eres must show the
daugh ters of Mrs. Grundy that the true spirit of true re vival ism must
go with the true spirit of true Bible-ism.”

Some Ger man Re formed vis i tor had at tended the ses sion of the Pitts burgh
Synod at which union with the Gen eral Synod was dis cussed. He wrote a
dis torted ac count to the Re formed Church Mes sen ger, which rep re sented
Mr. Pas sa vant and Mr. Bassler as bit ter and un fair op po nents of the Gen eral
Synod. He signed him self “An glo-Ger man.” This ar ti cle raised a storm
against Mr. Pas sa vant and he was del uged with let ters, some of which were
full of in vec tive and abuse. When he saw the ar ti cle in the Mes sen ger, he
wrote a cor rec tion which set forth the true sta tus of the af fair as well as his
own po si tion in the burn ing ques tions. This cor rec tion had a paci fy ing ef- 
fect on the ag i tated brethren.

Here is a char ac ter is tic let ter from Rev. Reuben Weiser, who also
changed his views in af ter years and be came a con ser va tive Lutheran. It
gives us a lively pic ture of the un set tled and dis turbed con di tion of the
church at the time.

"Sell ins Grove, Pa., Jan u ary 17, 1848. To Rev. Wm. A. Pas sa vant.
My dear and beloved brother in Christ:—

“I have just re ceived the Ger man Re formed Mes sen ger and read
your re marks on ‘An glo-Ger man’ and to tell you that an Ice-berg has
been re moved from my heart is only giv ing you a faint idea of the
sen sa tions it pro duced in my mind. When I read An glo-Ger man’s ac- 
count of your Synod, and saw the lan guage (as I then sup posed) of
your self and Br. Bassler, I was sur prised, as ton ished, yea amazed and
even as tounded. I feel a deep in ter est, per haps as much as any other
man, in the spir i tual pros per ity of the Lutheran Church and I have la- 
bored hard to pro mote her wel fare, and I have looked upon you as
one of her spir i tual cham pi ons and as one who was as sist ing us in
faith fully la bor ing for her good; and when I read that slan der ous pro- 
duc tion, my heart sank within me, yea it be came as wa ter. What,
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thinks I, has brother Pas sa vant also gone over to the en emy? But your
re marks have re lieved my anx i ety. You are where you al ways were,
and where ev ery true friend of the Lutheran Church in Amer ica, and
ev ery one who fully un der stands our true po si tion is. Your re marks are
ad mirable, just as they ought to be, and will en dear you more than
ever to your Lutheran brethren. We al ways loved you, but now since
your sup posed de fec tion, like an erring child from dot ing par ents, and
re turn, we will love you more. The ob ject of this let ter is not to flat ter
you, for I don’t do such fool ish and wicked things, but my ob ject is
merely to do you an act of com mon jus tice, and to ask your par don
for any bad thought I may have en ter tained about you and your
Synod, and also for any un wor thy and dis re spect ful re marks I may
have made about you and your sup posed to me then cer tain apos tasy.
As you may well imag ine, your op po si tion at this crit i cal time to Get- 
tys burg, the Gen eral Synod and to Drs. Kurtz and Schmucker pro- 
duced quite a sen sa tion among your brethren. In writ ing to each other,
of course your case oc cu pied a prom i nent part of our fra ter nal let ters.
Well, of course I did not say any thing bad about you, be cause, thank
God I knew noth ing bad about you. But per haps I bet ter tell what I
did say about you: To Dr. Keller I said, so far as I now rec ol lect,
‘Well, I sup pose you have heard of Pas sa vant’s strange con duct; he
has left us and gone over soul and body to the Dutch. Well, let him
go, we must try and do with out him. I pity those young brethren in
the Pitts burgh Synod whose prospects for use ful ness are blasted for- 
ever.’ And to Dr. Mor ris I said, ‘Well it seems as if Pass, has wheeled
about and turned about and jumped jim crow. If this is to be the re sult
of vis it ing Ger many, our young sprigs of the ol ogy bet ter stay at
home.’ To. Dr. S. S. Schmucker I said, ‘I had a no tion to go and visit
the young brethren of your Synod and raise up an op po si tion and thus
save those churches from your Mer cers burg in flu ence.’ And I had
such a no tion. I wrote to Br. Witt for cor rect in for ma tion. I have not
yet heard from him. Now for all this and any thing else I may have
said or writ ten about you, I ask your par don and I hope you will write
to me and as sure me of it. A few other re marks: I think Br. Stroble’s
re marks are al to gether un called for at this time, I mean his re marks
on Bap tism; al though I do not be lieve what is called the old Lutheran
view; yet I think if any brother can be lieve in bap tismal re gen er a tion,
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in the name of God let him be lieve it. So of the Lord’s Sup per, Let
brethren be lieve what they will on that sub ject. I hope you will re- 
sume your ed i to rial de part ment. This will be the best way to do good.
Your lo ca tion is im por tant by way of get ting home mis sion ary in tel li- 
gence. Your de part ment was al ways in ter est ing to me. Do, brother, re- 
sume your labors there.”

In the af ter years Mr. Pas sa vant thus refers to the change in the views that
had taken place in many men who had be come em i nent in the Church. He
does not men tion him self but be tween the lines we can plainly see that he is
telling his own ex pe ri ence also:

“How is it that one and an other of our most thought ful men, af ter
years of doubt, con flict, and the painstak ing study of the Di vine
Word, are be ing brought more and more fully into a per fect ac cord
with our Evan gel i cal faith? Men like Drs. Krauth, Schmucker, Ja cobs,
and oth ers in for mer years, and of late, a great com pany of de vout
and able men in the Gen eral Synod like Drs. Sprecher, Con rad,
Ziegler, and a score of oth ers who re garded the di vine tes ti monies
above their chief joy, have passed through the same great men tal
strug gles, have bro ken with prej u dices and in struc tions of early ed u- 
ca tion, and are now the joy ful con fes sors of a faith which they once
re garded with dis fa vor, and deemed it a sa cred duty to re ject. There
was no pres sure from with out upon them. Their for mer po si tion was
the one of pop u lar ity. Their new po si tion could bring them only sus- 
pi cion, the loss of con fi dence, and the re proaches of for mer friends.
In some cases they were re garded as ob jects of pity, as though they
had fallen into cold ness, and for mal ity, and doors of hon or able use- 
ful ness in some in stances were closed against them. But not with- 
stand ing all, the study of the Di vine Word and of the con fes sions of
the church, drawn from and based upon that Word, is do ing its silent
and blessed work.”

With the church con tro ver sies re ferred to above, the mis rep re sen ta tions and
crit i cisms heaped upon him from both the rad i cal and the ex treme con fes- 
sional sides, what won der that Pas sa vant’s heart some times failed him. Just
at this crit i cal time, he had a call from St. James’ Eng lish Lutheran Church,
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New York City, and in his de pressed state of mind, it seemed to him like a
re lease from his present bur dens. Like a tired child he poured out his heart
to his mother. She chided him gen tly and gave him the fol low ing ad vice:

“I was not a lit tle fright ened when I heard of your call to New
York. I thought you had too much prac ti cal sense to think of ex chang- 
ing your use ful and com fort able sit u a tion for one of new and un tried
trou bles. In fact Mr. M. does not hold out a sin gle in duce ment of any
weight. As for ‘in flu ence’ and ‘a larger sphere of in flu ence’, you pos- 
sess al ready one larger than your phys i cal strength is able to do jus- 
tice to. The salary of one thou sand dol lars in New York is much less
than eight hun dred in Pitts burgh. I have no doubt also that here like
there when the debt is once paid off, the min is ter’s salary will be in- 
creased, so that be sides all those con sid er a tions of na tiv ity, fam ily
and early at tach ments, which con sti tute so great a part of the en joy- 
ments of our tran si tory life, all the ad van tages are on the side of re- 
main ing where you are. I hope you will give Mr. M. at once a very
de cided re fusal.”

But he never for got that he was the bond-ser vant of Christ. We have seen
that from the be gin ning of his Pitts burgh min istry, his mind has been ex er- 
cised as to the church’s duty to the des ti tute and suf fer ing. But he did not
yet have a clear and def i nite plan as to re lief. One les son that he learned in
Lon don was worth more to him than all the ad dresses and dis cus sions of the
great men gath ered in Ex eter Hall. In his most in ter est ing and touch ing
man ner, he tells his own story:

"Bro ken down in health and seek ing rest abroad, we had spent
weeks in vis it ing the great char i ties of Lon don, not with out the hope
that such knowl edge would be help ful in the cher ished plans for the
fu ture. In the strange prov i dence of God, by which the blind are led
by a way they know not, we found our selves in a part of the city un- 
known be fore, and in a sud den shower sought a place of shel ter.
Look ing in vain for one, we came to a mod est build ing, with the in- 
scrip tion on the shut ter: ‘Jew ish Or phan Asy lum’. To es cape the rain,
we sought ad mis sion, and learned from the ven er a ble ser vant of the
house that the chil dren had been sent to the coun try, and that in a few
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days the front build ing would be torn down to make a suit able
frontage for the new ed i fice. Tak ing us into the yard, there stood a
beau ti ful ed i fice of stone, which was to be the fu ture house of the or- 
phan. On a shield in front of the stately build ing were these words:

JEW ISH OR PHAN ASY LUM Erected By Abra ham M.
Lyon, to Com mem o rate the Virtues Of His De ceased Wife,
Abi gail Lyon. Within the Or phan shall find Com pas sion.

"We could not, if we would, de scribe the emo tions of that hour. It
was as if the world were pass ing like a cloud be neath our feet.
Dreams of earth dis solved as the mists of the morn ing. How poor did
all else ap pear but truth and pu rity and mercy in man. How sa cred did
af fec tion seem, when rec og nized and em balmed in lov ing thoughts
for the fa ther less. How did the hum blest act of help ful ness to oth ers,
grow great in the clear vi sion of that mem o rable hour. The soul con- 
flict which fol lowed can not here be recorded. But out of it came a
holy pur pose to be gin some hum ble ser vice for Christ in the per son of
his suf fer ing ones. The sa cred name of mother con nected it self with
this work. It should be a memo rial to her, who ever went be fore,
press ing down the briers and the thorns, that oth ers might safely walk
through the des o late places of life.

“How to be gin, sight did not be hold nor sense grasp. Money and
in flu ence there was none. But a walk, in stead of a ride to our dis tant
lodg ing saved a shilling, and to that was added, the next day, the sav- 
ings by a plainer meal. And so the work went on, un til the ac cu mu la- 
tions of months be came a purse of gold, and the pur pose de vel oped
into a plan, and out of it there came a lit tle hos pi tal with beds for a
few sick per sons. And out of this, in turn, there grew a home for the
fa ther less, with hos pi tals and homes in other places, un til, each new
year be holds sim i lar in sti tu tions spring ing up and shed ding the fra- 
grance of their char ity over the land. Com pared with the princely
foun da tions of some of these, the first be gin nings hardly de serve a
men tion, but they have done what they could, and it is not im prob a ble
that their un ob tru sive work may have pro voked oth ers to do much
greater things in Christ’s name. We al lude to them, only to trace back
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the spring to their ori gin in il lus trat ing the in flu ence of such memo ri- 
als to the de parted and and in awak en ing thought and lead ing to
higher aims of life.”

From Lon don, as we have seen, Mr. Pas sa vant had trav eled over Switzer- 
land and Ger many. The one place that at tracted him above all oth ers was the
lit tle town of Kaiser swerth on the Rhine. There he had met that saintly man,
Theodore Flied ner, and stud ied his won der ful work.

Of that mem o rable visit Dr. Ja cobs says:

“To him the ob jects of at trac tion were not those upon which
tourists or di nar ily linger, and which abide in their mem ory for life;
but the chief in ter est to him was an in ves ti ga tion of the Chris tian life,
as it ex presses it self in works of mercy and in con fer ences for ed i fi ca- 
tion among his brethren of the faith in Ger many. In this hum ble vil- 
lage in Rhen ish Prus sia, he vis ited the birth place of the Protes tant
Dea coness work, at the time but ten years old. With him, we may for
a mo ment take our sta tion, as, within that house, he en ters with
youth ful zeal into the his tory of this im por tant move ment as it is un- 
folded by its founder, Pas tor Theodore Flied ner. We look back ward to
the es tab lish ment of the Fe male Di a conate in the Apos tolic Church,
and the ref er ences to it in the New Tes ta ment; to its ex tended use ful- 
ness in the early cen turies, par tic u larly in the East; to its grad ual dis- 
ap pear ance as the Church re ceded from its Apos tolic sim plic ity and
fer vor and the hi er ar chy grew; to the per pet u a tion of the thought
through a line of wit nesses in the cen turies in which it was sup- 
pressed; to the sug ges tions con cern ing its reestab lish ment made at the
Ref or ma tion; to the vague fore shad ow ing of its reap pear ance in the
Ro man Catholic Or der of Sis ters of Char ity, founded by Vin cent de
Paul and in the parish Dea conesses among the Men non ites in Hol- 
land; to the im pulse af forded by the ne ces si ties of the sick and
wounded sol diers in Ger many dur ing the Napoleonic wars, and the
grad ual awak en ing of the Ger man mind to the fact that cen tral and
most im por tant as fam ily life is for the ac tiv i ties of Chris tian women,
there are crises when her ser vices are de manded also in other spheres;
to the ap peals of Baron von Stein for the es tab lish ment of an in sti tu- 
tion of Protes tant Sis ters of Mercy; to the zeal and ex am ple of Amelia
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Sievek ing, in a cholera epi demic at Ham burg, and the Woman’s Re- 
lief As so ci a tion which she founded; to the labors of Eliz a beth Fry, of
Eng land, in her vis its to the pris ons and to the per sonal con tact with
her work into which Flied ner had come dur ing a visit to Eng land in
be half of his im pov er ished con gre ga tion; to the reg u lar vis i ta tions to
the Dus sel dorf prison which he had un der taken in em u la tion of the
work of Miss Fry; to the Rhen ish West phalian Prison As so ci a tion that
had sprung up; the Mag dalen Asy lum opened in a small build ing in
his gar den, for dis charged fe male con victs whom no one else would
har bor; the school which fol lowed for ne glected chil dren and the de- 
mand for de voted women as teach ers; the ex pan sion of pas toral ac tiv- 
ity and the need of woman’s help in hos pi tals and the care of the sick
at home; and to the prac ti cal ap pli ca tion of the the o ret i cal prin ci ples
of the Fe male Di a conate, that schol ars had been re call ing to the ac- 
tion of the church. All these streams had met at Kaiser swerth, to pro- 
ceed thence as a vast river of bless ing through out the world. Pas tor
Flied ner was re joic ing that, from this fee ble be gin ning, the work had
grown within ten years to such pro por tion that in his own in sti tu tions,
and sim i lar in sti tu tions in Ger many and Eng land, there were at the
time nearly one hun dred dea conesses. Nei ther he nor the young man
who was to be the agent to plant it in an other hemi sphere could have
an tic i pated that be fore the cen tury would close, over thir teen thou- 
sand would be en rolled in its ranks.”

Here is an ex tract from a let ter from the daugh ter of Theodore Flied ner
writ ten to W. A. Pas sa vant, Jr. on re ceiv ing no tice of the death of Dr. Pas sa- 
vant:

“Your sainted fa ther still ap pears be fore me as in my early youth I
saw him here in Kaiser swerth, talk ing with ea ger en thu si asm about
Amer ica, my fa ther act ing as in ter preter, and upon his knees pray ing
with the sis ter hood. I was im pressed with the way he pro posed to es- 
tab lish the Dea coness work there, and when my fa ther had taken him
sis ters from here to Amer ica he was quite car ried away by your fa- 
ther’s un tir ing ac tiv i ties in the work of char ity.”
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As Mr. Pas sa vant was des tined to be come the Amer i can Flied ner and was to
in tro duce the or der of dea conesses into Amer ica, we give here his own ac- 
count of the restora tion of the of fice of dea coness and of the work of the
sis ters as we find it in the mis sion ary of April, 1848:

"We can not bet ter de scribe the restora tion of this of fice to the
Chris tian church in mod ern times than by quot ing the lan guage of the
Cheva lier Bun sen, Prus sian Am bas sador to the Court of St. James, at
the first pub lic meet ing of a Ger man hos pi tal in Lon don, The res o lu- 
tion be fore the meet ing was, that the nec es sary steps be taken to pro- 
cure the ser vices of sev eral dea conesses from the train ing in sti tu tion
in Prus sia, in the ca pac ity of ma tron and nurses for the new hos pi tal.
In propos ing this res o lu tion, Mr. Bun sen ob served, ’That there had
ex isted since the year of 1836, at Kaiser swerth, near Dus sel dorf, on
the Rhine, an in sti tu tion, which, as it seemed, has given to the Protes- 
tant churches the bless ing of one of the most use ful foun da tions in
Chris ten dom. It was in the year above named, that Pas tor Flied ner, re- 
newed the an cient and apos tolic in sti tu tion of dea conesses. He found
such dea conesses ex ist ing in the an cient Chris tian con gre ga tions for
re liev ing the poor and sick. There were (he thought) poor and sick
brethren and sis ters in the Chris tian com mu nity now, and why should
there not be Chris tian nurses for them, act ing in the same spirit as the
dea conesses of old? And why, if they are to be found, should they not
be called dea conesses as in the time of the apos tles? The dea conesses
of old made no vows. Why should ours? Is not (thought pas tor Flied- 
ner) our church built upon the prin ci ples of in ward faith, and should
that prin ci ple not be able to pro duce the works of self-sac ri fice and
char ity, with out ex ter nal means, cal cu lated to be bind ing upon the
mind, to com pel acts which can only be ac cept able to God as a free
will of fer ing? These were his thoughts, but in the spirit of the apos- 
tles, he did not stop there. He re solved to act, to carry out in faith his
thought of faith. He and his ex cel lent wife (nce gone to her rest) as- 
sisted by vol un tary con tri bu tions, founded an In fir mary (Kranken- 
haus) an nex to their own mod est dwelling house, and in vited such
Chris tian women, who were un mar ried and wid ows, as should feel
dis posed to as sist him, to be trained as nurses in and for that es tab- 
lish ment.
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◊ First Protes tant Dea coness Moth er house and Hos pi tal in Amer- 
ica, Lacyville, Pitts burgh, PA

"The prin ci ple he laid down was, that the dea conesses must be
will ing to be ser vants of Christ alone, to de vote their time and fac ul- 
ties en tirely and ex clu sively to Him, and not to look to pe cu niary
emol u ments or any other com fort the world can give, but to do the
work of char ity and self-de nial out of grat i tude to Him who came
down to serve them, be fore they knew Him, even to death.

"The rules of the es tab lish ment at Kaiser swerth are the fol low ing:
The can di dates must not be un der eigh teen years of age and serve
from six months to a year on pro ba tion. Af ter this pro ba tion ary time,
those among them who have been found fit in di vid u als for the work
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of Christ, re ceive, dur ing di vine ser vice, a solemn Chris tian bless ing,
and then en ter upon their du ties as dea conesses at the In fir mary,
which con tains from one hun dred to one hun dred and ten beds. They
en gage to serve at least five years, af ter which time they are al lowed
to leave, or re new their en gage ment. It is un der stood, how ever, that if
nearer, per sonal, or fam ily du ties, should make them wish for a
change of sit u a tion dur ing that pe riod, ev ery rea son able fa cil ity shall
be granted to them for that pur pose by the di rec tion, vested in a com- 
mit tee. They re ceive no salary: a very mod er ate an nual sum is paid by
the in sti tu tion or fam ily they serve to the in sti tu tion at Kaiser swerth,
which de frays their per sonal wants, en ables them to keep them selves
de cent and re spectable, and en tirely pro vides for those whose health
has suf fered in con se quence of hard ser vice.

"Such was the fer vor of the young Chris tian women in that part of
Prus sia, that many of them fol lowed this call of pas tor Flied ner. A
great union was soon af ter wards formed by Chris tian friends in the
two Prus sian prov inces of Rhineland and West phalia, un der the su- 
per in ten dence of the Protes tant Pro vin cial Synod, for the pur pose of
tak ing care of the poor and sick of these ter ri to ries. Many ladies, who
could not de vote them selves per son ally to this of fice, formed aux il- 
iary so ci eties. The suc cess with which the es tab lish ment at Kaiser- 
swerth has met, has been very great; for ac cord ing to the ninth re port,
1846. above one hun dred dea conesses are now at work in dif fer ent
parts of Ger many. Sixty are oc cu pied in sev en teen hos pi tals and or- 
phan houses at Berlin, Dres den, Frank furt, Worms, Cologne, El ber- 
feld, etc. Sev eral la bor in large con gre ga tions, which have no hos pi- 
tal, and about twenty are sent out to pri vate fam i lies.

"The hos pi tal at Kaiser swerth has re ceived in these ten years about
two thou sand five hun dred pa tients of all dis eases, of both sexes, and
of all re li gious per sua sions, the largest num ber of them gra tu itously.

"The dea conesses are not of the lower and mid dle classes only, but
sev eral are of the higher and the high est ranks of life. One young
Baroness of the Grand Duchy of Meck len burg has just been ed u cated
at Kaiser swerth, and is now the ma tron of the large new model hos pi- 
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tal at Berlin, lately es tab lished by the King of Prus sia, in which, at
least, thirty dea conesses will find work, and which is to be come a
great nurs ery for train ing dea conesses to serve in the dif fer ent parts of
that king dom. Two other ladies of high rank are at present at Kaiser- 
swerth, de vot ing them selves to the same of fices. Some nurses have
also been ed u cated at Kaiser swerth for Switzer land, for France, and
for Hol land, and the calls from many parts of the con ti nent for dea- 
conesses from Kaiser swerth are so nu mer ous that this es tab lish ment
can not sat isfy them all. It ap pears from the tes ti monies of the ad min- 
is tra tion and the med i cal of fi cers of those pub lic in sti tu tions, and is a
fact of gen eral no to ri ety, that wher ever those dea conesses have been
en trusted with the care of a hos pi tal or a branch of the same, a vis i ble
change for the bet ter takes place in all de part ments, and the sat is fac- 
tion, the grat i tude and the bless ings of the pa tients fol low those self-
de voted nurses ev ery where.

"It is not merely by mak ing pro vi sion for the sick and suf fer ing
that this in sti tu tion is ex ert ing its sanc ti fy ing in flu ence over many
coun tries of Eu rope. In its prac ti cal work ing, many of the dea- 
conesses were found to have greater nat u ral ca pac i ties for im part ing
in struc tion, than nurs ing the sick. This gave rise, shortly af ter its
com mence ment, to the es tab lish ment of a sem i nary to ed u cate young
fe male teach ers for In fant Schools and Fe male Day Schools, in the
vil lages and Protes tant parishes in the coun try. The suc cess of this in- 
sti tu tion has been so great, that nearly four hun dred fe male teach ers
have been ed u cated un der the tu ition of the dea conesses at Kaiser- 
swerth. Up wards of fif teen thou sand chil dren in dif fer ent parts of
Prus sia, prin ci pally of the poorer and more ne glected classes, have
been gath ered in the schools and re ceive from these teach ers the el e- 
ments of a good Chris tian ed u ca tion, and are taught knit ting, sewing,
and other use ful em ploy ments. Through this sim ple yet ef fec tive in- 
stru men tal ity thou sands of poor chil dren have been brought from ig- 
no rance and mis ery, and led to their heav enly Friend.

"An other branch in sti tu tion, which the Par ent Es tab lish ment con- 
tains, is de voted to the ed u ca tion of dea conesses for the care and im- 
prove ment of fe male pris on ers and pen i tents. With it, is con nected a
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Re treat for re leased fe male pris on ers, and those, who by God’s grace,
have been res cued from a life of shame. Dur ing the twelve years
which this in sti tu tion has ex isted, it has re ceived into its peace ful
walls more than one hun dred and fifty poor and deeply fallen per- 
sons, many of whom, by Chris tian in struc tion and ex am ple, have
been con firmed in the bet ter course of life, and are now good ser vants
and re spectable mem bers of so ci ety,

"The help less sit u a tion in which many chil dren are left by the
death of their par ents gave rise to an Or phan House in con nec tion
with this In sti tu tion. In this porch of mercy, a large num ber of these
poor un for tu nates find a sec ond home, un der the kind tu ition of the
dea conesses, and are trained to habits of piety and use ful ness.

“In deed, the bless ing of the Almighty has rested so abun dantly
upon the Par ent In sti tu tion at Kaiser swerth, that al though it has sent
forth its de voted ser vants of the Church over France, Switzer land,
Prus sia, Hol land, Ger many, Swe den and Den mark, it now presents
the as pect of a lit tle vil lage, whole streets be ing oc cu pied by the
build ings ap pro pri ated to the dif fer ent In sti tu tions un der its fos ter ing
care. All these have been erected by the vol un tary con tri bu tions of
Chris tians in dif fer ent parts of Eu rope, and now stand as mon u ments
of the faith and piety of their hon ored yet hum ble founder. His sole
cap i tal was faith in God. More than this was not needed. It was suf fi- 
cient, richly to sup ply all his wants, through Je sus Christ.”

Af ter giv ing this ac count of the dea conesses and their work, Mr. Pas sa vant
tells how he ex pected to ob tain and uti lize some of them in Pitts burgh. He
had left a sum of money with Pas tor Flied ner for their fur ther prepa ra tion
and for the ex penses of their trip to Amer ica. He makes an elo quent plea for
Amer i can can di dates for this new min istry of mercy.

"It was, af ter hav ing stud ied the prac ti cal work ing of this of fice of
the Hos pi tals, In sane, Or phan, and other Asy lums of Prus sia, France
and Ger many and ev ery where, see ing the hu man iz ing and Chris tian- 
iz ing in flu ence of these Chris tian women in the dif fer ent fields of hu- 
man suf fer ing, that ar range ments were en tered into with the Di rec tion
of the Par ent In sti tu tion of Kaiser swerth, for the es tab lish ing of a
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Branch in the United States. For var i ous rea sons, Pitts burgh was se- 
lected as the best lo ca tion for the Amer i can In sti tu tion, and should no
in ter ven ing Prov i dence de lay their com ing, four dea conesses are ex- 
pected to ar rive in New York in the month of June. They will work by
the rules of the Par ent House in Prus sia, and for the present will re- 
main in con nec tion with it. Should the way be opened in the fu ture, it
is un der stood that ev ery en cour age ment will be given by the Par ent
Es tab lish ment to the or ga ni za tion of an In sti tu tion, en tirely in de pen- 
dent of for eign con nec tion. In the mean time, how ever, ladies of suit- 
able char ac ter and qual i fi ca tions, who wish to de vote them selves to
the work of mercy and char ity, will be re ceived as in mates of the In- 
sti tu tion, ac cord ing to the rules of the Par ent House.

“Fi nally, we be speak in be half of this In sti tu tion, the sym pa thies,
prayers and con tri bu tions of the hu mane and mer ci ful.”Who, af ter
con sid er ing the facts al ready men tioned of its use ful ness and ef fi- 
ciency, can yet doubt that this highly in ter est ing in sti tu tion, this
Bethesda for bod ies and souls, which pro vides with the wa ter of life
the five fields of hu man in fir mity and mis ery, the field of the sick, of
the poor, of the ig no rant, of par ent-less chil dren, and of the guilty,
should have re freshed and brought from death to life many per ish ing
souls? Who will not hope, that the hum ble com mence ment about to
be made in this coun try, may be the be gin ning of a new era in the de- 
vel op ment of Evan gel i cal life and Protes tant char ity? And es pe cially,
af ter the great num ber of in ter est ing cases re lated in the an nual re- 
ports of this In sti tu tion, where these dea conesses have been the in- 
stru ments of seek ing that which was lost, of bring ing back that which
was driven away, of bind ing up that which was bro ken, of strength en- 
ing that which was sick, who can doubt that it will, in par tic u lar, open
a com par a tively new field of use ful ness and blessed oc cu pa tion to fe- 
male Chris tians in Amer ica?

“Fa ther in heaven! The only in fi nite Source
 Of com mon good! The com mon Heart is Thine,
 The Com mon Mind, the Com mon Voice, Hand, Wealth!
 If then Thou dost ap prove this cher ished plan,
 As hon est, right eous, boun teous, need ful, wise.
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 Let Thy best bless ing fill that Heart and Mind,
 With truth and love, con sent ing; prompt that Voice
 To ut ter ance warm and broth erly; move that hand;
 Un-hoard that wealth; and so suc ceed the hope
 Of com fort, wis dom, ho li ness and joy —
 And Thine shall be the Rev enue of Praise:
 Thine, by the Spirit; through the Son; Amen.”

Forty years later on the oc ca sion of the semi-cen ten nial of the In sti tu tion in
Kaiser swerth, Doc tor Pas sa vant was in vited to be present as one of the Ju- 
bilee speak ers. He could not go, but wrote an ap pre cia tive two-col umn ed i- 
to rial from which we clip the fol low ing:

“In all this there was an un fold ing of the di vine pur pose, and the
suc ces sive steps of the In sti tu tion were clearly or dered of the Lord.
From many lands, holy women came to Kaiser swerth to study, to
learn, and to do like wise. Some re mained, like Flo rence Nightin gale
of Eng land and the Baroness of Cedarschaeld, of Swe den, whom we
saw there in 1846 and who in the painful school of pro ba tion laid the
foun da tion of the em i nent use ful ness to which they af ter wards at- 
tained. The work found a con ge nial soil, es pe cially in the Lutheran
churches of the con ti nent and the hand ful of corn on the top of the
moun tain al ready shakes like Lebanon. Scores of the moth er houses
are found over Protes tant Eu rope and it is es ti mated that six thou sand
dea conesses are as so ci ated to gether in these var i ous in sti tu tions for
the work of the Lord. The Holy Land has long en joyed the blessed in- 
flu ence of their labors, and the no ble es tab lish ment of the Kaiser- 
swerth sis ters in Jerusalem for the sick, and the ed u ca tion of Ara bic
chil dren, are ob jects of spe cial de light to all trav el ers. The hos pi tals
in Alexan dria, Cairo and Con stantino ple are Bethes das for the bod ies
and souls of men. The young ladies’ sem i nar ies at Beirut, Syria, and
Flo rence in Italy have no su pe ri ors in the Ori ent. Even Amer ica has
long en joyed the fruits of their prov i den tial work and we write this
from a hos pi tal in the great city of the West which owes its ex is tence
to the labors of Chris tian women whose hands smooth the pil lows of
the dy ing and by gen tle min istries do much to heal the dread ful mal- 
adies of the fallen. Thanks be to God for the restora tion of this of fice
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to the Chris tian Church! May it soon find in tro duc tion ev ery where,
and be come still .more pow er ful for good. We thank fully ac knowl- 
edge the in vi ta tion so kindly sent us from Kaiser swerth to this joy ful
cel e bra tion. Were it only in our power, we would be most happy to
par tic i pate in the de light ful re union. What a meet ing and greet ing will
there not be of the rep re sen ta tives of the moth er house from all lands!
The pro gram is a most in ter est ing one. Amid the ring ing of the bells,
the mighty pro ces sion, with the hymns of thanks giv ing to God, will
first of all march to the lit tle Gar den House, the cra dle of all the in sti- 
tu tions; where the court chap lain Bayer, of Berlin, will make the
open ing ad dress. We can not men tion all the ex er cises which will fol- 
low on this mem o rable oc ca sion. The whole is em i nently wor thy of
the In sti tu tion and the cause. May it re dound to the glory of the Re- 
deemer and give a mighty im pulse to this blessed cause in all lands.”

Here is an ex tract of the first ser mon preached to his peo ple af ter his re turn:

"My brethren, in re turn ing again to la bor among you, af ter a jour- 
ney of thou sands of miles, and in seven dif fer ent coun tries of Eu rope,
if one thought has im pressed it self upon my mind more deeply than
all oth ers, it is the con vic tion, that much of the re li gion of the present
day is lamentably de fi cient in a mer ci ful spirit, one of the es sen tial el- 
e ments of all pure and un de filed re li gion as de fined by the Gospel,
and THE ONE which gives o Chris tian ity, in the eyes of the world, its
high pre em i nence and vis i bly demon strates that it is peace on earth
and good will to men. Blessed are the mer ci ful, for they shall ob tain
mercy. With a pro found con vic tion of the truth of this, I have en deav- 
ored to im prove the op por tu ni ties of travel by mak ing my self ac- 
quainted with the hu mane and benev o lent in sti tu tions of other lands,
in or der more ef fec tu ally to learn the di vine method of show ing that
mercy to oth ers, which we all so greatly need from God.

“Dur ing the last few months, it has been my priv i lege to visit and
learn the work ing of some of the prin ci pal benev o lent in sti tu tions of
the Old World; and in re turn ing home with en larged views of duty on
this im por tant branch of prac ti cal re li gion, I de sire to lay my self upon
the al tar for the ser vices of our com mon hu man ity. And may I not, in
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time to come, as in time past, look to you for sym pa thy, your prayers
and your friendly aid in the labors of love in which we may here after
be en gaged? Yea, I have con fi dence in you in all things, and am
happy in the as sur ance that, though the in dif fer ence of some and the
op po si tion of oth ers may try our faith, it can not di vert our mind from
its firm pur pose or de ter us from ac com plish ing our ap pointed mis- 
sion of mercy to our suf fer ing fel low men.”

In the Spring of 1848, he rented a house in Al le gheny at the foot of Mont- 
gomery’s Hill for his Dea coness Hos pi tal. True, the dea conesses had not yet
ar rived, but his heart was so full of the new project that he could not wait. It
was his na ture to be im petu ous. He some times rushed into un der tak ings be- 
fore due prepa ra tion had been made, when he should have waited un til all
things were ready. It was eas ier for him to learn to la bor than to learn to
wait.

His ju di cious mother again chided him for his un due haste in rent ing a
house, so lic it ing fine fur ni ture for the re cep tion room and mak ing all the ar- 
range ments be fore the ex pe ri enced dea conesses had come. In her judg ment,
the sis ters would know more about what was needed and how to make the
ar range ments. He should pos sess his soul in pa tience un til they were on the
ground to over see the ar range ments for the new in sti tu tion. At the same
time the mother sent a large bed for the new hos pi tal. But some of her cau- 
tions came too late. The zeal ous son had al ready partly fur nished and fit ted
up the house for a hos pi tal, had pub lished that it would be opened be fore
long and had in vited pub lic sub scrip tions. All this be fore he had ei ther a
nurse or a pa tient.

In 1850, he him self re ports: “In con se quence of many and un fore seen
dif fi cul ties the house was not opened for pa tients un til Jan u ary, 1849. At
that time there was not a dol lar in the trea sury and the prospects were
gloomy in the ex treme. Many doubted the pro pri ety, and more the prac ti ca- 
bil ity, of such an un der tak ing. The gen eral pub lic knew next to noth ing of
its ex is tence at first; no one ap plied for ad mis sion, and a whole month
elapsed be fore a sin gle pa tient was ad mit ted.”

The story of the real be gin ning of the work of the hos pi tal is in tensely
in ter est ing and dra matic. It brings out the most beau ti fully the benev o lent
heart and char ac ter of its founder. The Mex i can War had just come to an
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end. A boat load of dis charged sol diers was brought up the river and landed
in Pitts burgh. The whole city had been stirred up and great prepa ra tions had
been made for their re cep tion. The city was gaily dec o rated; brass bands
and dis tin guished of fi cials and com mit tees awaited the re turn ing he roes.
Amid the mu sic and the cheer ing and the ju bi la tions of the cit i zens, the
civic and mil i tary or ga ni za tions pa raded the town in honor of the vet er ans
who were the cen ter of at trac tion in the great pro ces sion.

Mr. Pas sa vant of course knew of their com ing. He thought that prob a bly
there would be some sick or wounded sol diers left on the boat, un able to
have a part in the joys of their com rades. Tak ing with him his young friend
and helper, stu dent Asa Wa ters, he went down and searched the bunks of
the boat. He found two poor, ne glected, sick sol diers, suf fer ing from ship-
fever. A car riage was pro cured to con vey them to the empty hos pi tal. But
the build ing was not yet ready for pa tients. The re cep tion room was fur- 
nished and ready. The kitchen had a cook stove and a ta ble. One nurse’s
room had been fit ted up. The sick rooms had one bed and sev eral chairs.
Sev eral cots and bed ding were hastily or dered from the store, and so the pa- 
tients, the em bryo out fit and the two men, started for the empty house on
the other side of the two cities.

The sick sol diers, af ter their long jour ney in the crowded and stuffy boat,
were badly in need of a bath. But the only nurses present were Mr. Pas sa- 
vant and Mr. Wa ters. Each of these in ex pe ri enced hands took a dirty sol dier,
washed him from head to foot, put on a clean bed robe and put him into a
clean bed. The poor sick men grate fully rec og nized the work done for them
and in a few weeks were dis charged well and happy.

As Mr. Wa ters writes: “This was the sin gu lar and re mark able be gin ning
of the Protes tant Dea coness In sti tu tion. It was the day of small things but
clearly of the Lord and hence not to be de spised. It was the work of faith
and love. It was the open ing of the first Protes tant hos pi tal in Amer ica.
From it what has God wrought! The work grew to un-thought-of pro por- 
tions, fully be yond the con cep tion of him who con ceived it and con se crated
his life and en er gies to its ac com plish ment.”

Mr. Pas sa vant con tin ues the fur ther story of the be gin nings of that work
of mercy:
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“What greatly added to the dif fi cul ties of the be gin nings was the
fact that the in sti tu tion was un known to the pub lic and at first was sit- 
u ated in a re mote and out-of-the-way place in a neigh bor ing city
where it at tracted but lit tle at ten tion. It was too far re mote from the
cen ter of the pop u la tion, and as the build ing could only be rented by
the year, the con tin u ance of the work there was re garded from the
first as only tem po rary.”

"As it be came known, how ever, the num ber of sick grad u ally in- 
creased and a case of ship fever, an other of erysipelas, sev eral of con- 
sump tion and a fam ily of five moth er less chil dren with the measles
were re ceived. In a short time new pa tients were ad mit ted al most
daily, and the num ber in the house soon av er aged from ten to twelve.
But with the in crease of pa tients, new dif fi cul ties arose. The want of
re li able nurses was most se verely felt. Had not God in ter posed at dif- 
fer ent times in the most un ex pected man ner, the en ter prise would
have been aban doned. Ev ery week was a suc ces sion of new tri als,
and it would be un grate ful not to add, of new and sin gu lar mer cies.
Its daily his tory brought to light so much to en cour age the faith, and
to add to the ex pe ri ence of those who were en gaged in it, and withal,
so strength ened the con vic tion of the di vine Prov i dence co op er at ing
with their hum ble ef forts in the re lief of the suf fer ing, that doubt
grad u ally gave place to hope, and fear to con fi dence in its ul ti mate
suc cess.

"The first year of its ex is tence was a time of great pe cu niary dif fi- 
culty. The in sti tu tion was com menced in hum ble de pen dence upon
God, with out in flu ence, friends or funds, and strug gled into life from
the womb of in signif i cance and poverty. An Eng lish shilling was the
first do na tion re ceived; and sev eral of the next were even smaller in
amount. Two beds, a ta ble, a cook stove and a few chairs com posed
the fur ni ture when the first pa tient was re ceived, all the bed ding and
fur ni ture for the wards and rooms had to be begged or bought, qual i- 
fied and trusty nurses to be pro cured at a con sid er able ex pense, and
means to be raised for the sup port of the in creas ing num ber of sick.
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“The oc ca sion which led to its early re moval to the present lo ca- 
tion was the fol low ing: In the Sum mer of that year, the cholera sud- 
denly made its ap pear ance at dif fer ent points on the river, and the
boats from be low brought with them a num ber of cases to our city;
these were ad mit ted to the new hos pi tal. On one oc ca sion when a
cholera pa tient was brought in, the prin ci pal male nurse pre cip i tately
fled from the house, leav ing the un happy suf ferer strug gling in the
ag o nies of death. So great was the panic oc ca sioned thereby in the
minds of the cit i zens re sid ing in the vicin ity, that the house was
stoned and the di rec tor was waited upon by the mayor and a com mit- 
tee from the city coun cil, and no ti fied that in case oth ers were re- 
ceived and the build ing de stroyed, the city would not be ac count able
for dam ages.”

The house had to be closed at once, A new lo ca tion had to be found be fore
night. What was to be done? First of all, as was the wont of Mr. Pas sa vant,
he told his trou bles to God. Most earnestly did he cry for light and guid- 
ance. The con va les cents who were able to leave, were sadly dis missed with
a prayer from their refuge and asy lum. There were sev eral who were un able
to leave their beds. These were loaded into a wagon in their beds and the
driver was started for he knew not where. Mr. Pas sa vant had of ten looked
upon the hills of Lacyville as a de sir able place for a hos pi tal. Thither the
wagon was di rected with its pre cious load. Mr. Pas sa vant walked ahead,
pray ing as he went. The Lacyville road led over a high hill on which stood a
spa cious build ing oc cu pied by Rev. Dr. Lacy and his fe male sem i nary. The
build ing stood alone with no other house near it. Mr. Pas sa vant had pre vi- 
ously ne go ti ated for the pur chase of this prop erty. He had tried to in ter est
oth ers in it, but up to this time, his suc cess had been small. He had not con- 
cluded the pur chase. The build ing was empty just now, as it was the time of
the sum mer va ca tion, ex cept that Dr. Lacy oc cu pied a room in one cor ner.
Mr. Pas sa vant went in, ob tained an op tion on it and got per mis sion to un- 
load his pa tients. Mr. Wa ters took charge of them and so the hos pi tal had a
lo cal habi ta tion and a name in Pitts burgh, across the street from where it
now stands.

Mr. Pas sa vant now suc ceeded in in ter est ing some of his lib eral friends,
and the sem i nary to gether with its fine gar den was pur chased for five thou- 
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sand five hun dred dol lars. Of this prov i den tial pur chase, Mr. Pas sa vant says
in the re port al ready quoted:

"An im me di ate pos ses sion was in dis pens able, ow ing to the above
men tioned cause; the lease of Prof. Stevens, which had sev eral years
to run, was bought out, and the hos pi tal re moved in the month of June
to its present lo ca tion. The build ings had been suf fered to go to de cay
and were much out of re pair; but dur ing the sum mer the whole was
painted within and with out; new floors laid in the kitchen, din ing
room and wash house; the chim neys care fully re paired and built
higher, to guard against fire; a con sid er able por tion of the roof re- 
newed; most of the rooms and wards pa pered, and one room neatly
fit ted up for the pur poses of a chapel. A new board fence was also
built on one side of the gar den, and the yard in front of the house en- 
closed with a sub stan tial iron rail ing. Var i ous al ter ations were also
made to adapt the premises to their present use. Con sid er able ex pense
was thus in curred, but the ad di tional com fort, con ve nience and space,
which were thereby gained, fully jus tify all the out lay.

“The lo ca tion of the In sti tu tion is one of the most beau ti ful and
com mand ing within the city lim its, and over looks the greater part of
Pitts burgh, with por tions of Al le gheny, Man ches ter, Birm ing ham and
the sur round ing hills. From the gar den, the course of the beau ti ful
Ohio may be traced for many miles, while the Monon ga hela, with its
broad breast of wa ters, seems like a tran quil lake sleep ing in the val- 
ley be low. In re spect also to con ve nience, health and free dom from
the noise and smoke, the sit u a tion is un equaled. The grounds be long- 
ing to this prop erty con sist of a front of one hun dred and twenty feet,
run ning back two hun dred and forty feet to an other street, and are laid
out as a kitchen gar den, af ford ing also pleas ant and suit able walks for
con va les cent pa tients. May it long re main a refuge for the sor row ful
and sick, a porch of mercy for the bod ies and souls of men.”

Of the ar rival of Flied ner and the con se cra tion of the four dea conesses, he
re ports:

"The ar rival of Rev. Theodore Flied ner from Prus sia, on the four- 
teenth of July, ac com pa nied by four dea conesses from the Par ent In- 
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sti tu tion in Kaiser swerth on the Rhine, seemed to in di cate Sun day the
sev en teenth, as the most suit able time for con se crat ing it to the ser- 
vice of God, and to the mer ci ful pur pose for which it was de signed.
Ac cord ingly on Sun day af ter noon, at four o’clock, a large con course
of peo ple hav ing as sem bled, the ser vices of the solemn oc ca sion were
com menced by singing a hymn, ‘Be fore Je ho vah’s Aw ful Throne,’ in
which the as sem bled mul ti tude, sit ting and stand ing around the ed i- 
fice, heartily united, to the im mor tal tune of Old Hun dred. An ap pro- 
pri ate prayer was of fered to Almighty God by Rev. Dr. Cooke, Pas tor
of the Lib erty Street M. E. Church; af ter which the Rev. Flied ner ad- 
dressed the con gre ga tion in Ger man, ex plain ing the de sign of the In- 
sti tu tion as an In fir mary for the sick, and a Mother-house for the
train ing of Chris tian Dea conesses for hos pi tals, asy lums and con gre- 
ga tions in other parts of the United States. The re marks of this em i- 
nent phi lan thropist, the re storer un der God of this of fice of the Chris- 
tian Church, were lis tened to with deep in ter est, and his earnest ap- 
peal to Chris tian fe males to con se crate them selves to this holy work
will not soon be for got ten.

“The ven er a ble Dr. Her ron, Pas tor of the First Pres by te rian
Church, fol lowed in an Eng lish ad dress, in which he com mented on
that ar ti cle in the Statutes of the In fir mary, which re quires that ‘In the
ad mis sion of pa tients and treat ment of the sick, no pref er ence shall be
tol er ated in fa vor of one creed, coun try or color over an other;’ as sur- 
ing the pub lic that though the di rec tor of the In sti tu tion was con- 
nected with a par tic u lar de nom i na tion, he had made pro vi sion by ex- 
press statute in law, that the In fir mary should be a refuge for the wor- 
thy sick of ev ery re li gion, color or clime; that pros e lytism was thus
ex cluded, and that all who aided in this benev o lent work had the most
am ple as sur ance that their do na tions would be sa credly ap plied. The
Rev. Dr. Her ron in con clud ing his re marks, warmly com mended the
In sti tu tion to the sup port of the pub lic, gave it un qual i fied ap pro ba- 
tion, and prayed that it might long con tinue to be a Bethesda for the
bod ies and souls of men. The Ger man por tion of the con gre ga tion
then united in singing Luther’s cel e brated hymn, ‘Ein’ Feste Burg ist
unser Gott,’ af ter which an ad dress was de liv ered by Rev. W. A. Pas- 
sa vant, and the build ing was con se crated in the name of the Fa ther,
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the Son and the Holy Ghost. A sim i lar ad dress in Ger man fol lowed
and a con se cra tion prayer was of fered by the Rev. J. Vo gel bach, pas- 
tor of the First Ger man Lutheran Church. An Eng lish and Ger man
hymn suc ceeded, af ter which the Rev. Dr. Cooke made a most in ter- 
est ing ad dress on the of fice of Dea coness in the prim i tive church. The
speaker dwelt on the im por tance to the Chris tian Church of avail ing
her self of the gifts of the fe male sex, for the in struc tion of the ig no- 
rant, and the al le vi a tion of hu man suf fer ing in all its com pli cated
forms. Dr. Cooke was fol lowed in his re marks by the Rev. R. Kaehler,
in an ap pro pri ate Ger man ad dress, af ter which the au di ence was dis- 
missed by the Dox ol ogy and a bene dic tion from the Rev. Mr. Roe.”

The same re port gives this in ter est ing sum mary of the work of the first two
years, thus af ford ing a clear idea of the char ac ter and scope of the work car- 
ried on ever since:

"The num ber of pa tients re ceived into the In fir mary un til it was
placed un der the care of the Dea conesses, in Au gust, 1849, was
eighty-two. Since then, three hun dred and eighty-eight have been ad- 
mit ted, mak ing a to tal of four hun dred and sev enty, in the one year
and eleven months which have elapsed since the first pa tient was re- 
ceived. This num ber would have been more than dou bled, were it not
that the prin ci ples of the In sti tu tion ad mit chronic dis eases, and other
cases of long stand ing and al most hope less cure, when their suf fer- 
ings may be mit i gated and a pos si bil ity re mains of restor ing them to
par tial or per ma nent health. In con se quence of this, a bed is of ten oc- 
cu pied for sev eral months by a sin gle pa tient, and the ag gre gate of
pa tients re ceived dur ing the year is less ened in pro por tion to the num- 
ber of sick pa tients, though the av er age num ber in the hos pi tal from
day to day, may re main the same. Of this class of suf fer ers, many
have been on the funds of the char ity for three months, while not a
few have been per mit ted to re main four, six and even eight and ten
months, as their ne ces sity seemed to re quire.

"It has been a source of sin cere plea sure and heart-felt grat i tude to
God, that a con sid er able num ber of the most hope less of this class
have been so far re lieved, as no longer to be a bur den to them selves
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and to so ci ety, while sev eral cases of many years’ stand ing and most
ob sti nate char ac ter, have fi nally yielded to med i cal skill and good
nurs ing.

"There are a num ber of per sons in this vicin ity, who af ter years of
suf fer ing and wretched ness, are now re stored to health, and gain an
hon est liveli hood by the la bor of their own hands. As re gards moral
and spir i tual re sults, like wise, this class of suf fer ers have been the
most in ter est ing and hope ful; and the ex em plary con duct of not a few
who left the In sti tu tion re stored to health, af fords the pleas ing ev i- 
dence that the in flu ence of Chris tian kind ness and Chris tian in struc- 
tion has not been in vain.

"Of the above num ber, up wards of one hun dred were cases of con- 
ta gious or in fec tious dis eases, and fifty per cent of all the deaths in
the In fir mary have been among the cholera and small-pox pa tients of
this class. Many of these, ow ing to pre vi ous ne glect and ex po sure,
were in a dy ing con di tion when brought to the house, and al ready be- 
yond the reach of med i cal skill when the con di tion in which nu mer- 
ous cases of ship-fever and small pox were re ceived, is taken into the
ac count, the mor tal ity is un ex pect edly small. No lan guage can de- 
scribe the wan and spec tral forms of some of these, cov ered with filth
and livid with dis ease. Yet not a few such live, to thank the pub lic for
a refuge in their aw ful vis i ta tion, and to bless God who brought them
back from the val ley and shadow of death.

"Of the moral re sults, which have been brought about through the
in stru men tal ity of the In sti tu tion, it does not be come us to speak in
any other but gen eral terms. The light of eter nity alone will re veal all
the im pres sions for good, which have been made upon the pa tients. In
an en cour ag ing num ber of in stances, how ever, the sig nal bless ing of
the Almighty has at tended the labors of his ser vants. Not a few wan- 
der ers have been re claimed, and of more than one it may be said,
‘they were born there’. The faith of the dy ing saint, sorely tried by
poverty and ne glect, has been strength ened, and death it self made
wel come by the con so la tion of the Gospel.
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The in flu ence of Chris tian kind ness and ex am ple on the part of the nurses,
has in vari ably se cured for the of fices of re li gion the re spect of the most
reck less, and stout-hearted and wicked men have wept un der the silent
teach ing of this prac ti cal ex hi bi tion of re li gion. A weekly ser vice is held in
the chapel of the In fir mary, which is at tended by those con va les cent pa tients
who de sire it; and the sick are vis ited in the wards sev eral times a week, by
the Di rec tor and other cler gy men, who at tend in ro ta tion. In ad di tion to
these op por tu ni ties of re li gious in struc tion, and the daily wor ship of the
house, there is a re spectable li brary of Eng lish, Ger man, French and Welsh
books, which we are happy to say is highly ap pre ci ated by those who are
suf fi ciently re cov ered to read.

“It is with very great plea sure that I re fer to an other ev i dence of
in ter est man i fested by our cit i zens in the per ma nent suc cess of the In- 
sti tu tion. At the sug ges tion of the Hon. Thos. M. Howe, the field ad- 
join ing the In fir mary and con tain ing up wards of four acres, was pur- 
chased from A. B. Curl ing. Esq., for the sum of twelve thou sand dol- 
lars.”

Af ter he had or ga nized the In sti tu tion of Protes tant Dea conesses of the
County of Al le gheny, Pa., the fol low ing Prin ci ples and Reg u la tions were
adopted.

GEN ERAL PRIN CI PLES

1. The as so ci a tion of Chris tian fe males is purely vol un tary. The mem- 
bers unite with out per sua sion, re main with out vows, and re tire with out
re straint.

2. It is not an or der, but the restora tion of an of fice, that of ‘Ser vant’
or Dea coness in the prim i tive church.

3. Its mem bers heartily con fess the faith, en gage in the wor ship and
ob serve the dis ci pline of the Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church.

4. Its ob ject is ha bit u ally to en gage in works of mercy among the sick
and poor, the ig no rant and fa ther less, and other suf fer ing mem bers of
our Lord’s body. In the bet ter at tain ment of this ob ject, the as so ci a tion
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is in cor po rated and fully em pow ered to es tab lish and con duct the nec- 
es sary char i ta ble in sti tu tions.

5. Not earthly re ward and honor but the de sire for an op por tu nity to
man i fest their grat i tude to Je sus Christ in the way re vealed in His
word, has in flu enced the mem bers to as so ciate them selves as ser vants
of Christ and of His church

REG U LA TIONS

1. The mem bers of the In sti tu tion shall con sist of the dea conesses
proper and the pro ba tion ers, both of whom shall be re ceived into the
as so ci a tion in the man ner here inafter pro vided.

2. They shall alike be sub ject to the Di rec tor and the Di rect ing Sis ter
in re gard to the des ig na tion of their field of la bor and the man ner of its
per for mance and shall con sci en tiously ob serve both the let ter and spirit
of its prin ci ples and reg u la tions.

3. They shall re side in the Par ent House, un less ap pointed to la bor
else where by the Board of Man agers, in which case they shall still re- 
tain their con nec tion with the par ent as so ci a tion, con tin u ing sub ject to
its rules, re port ing stat edly to its Di rec tor and Di rect ing Sis ter, and
hold ing them selves in readi ness to be re called or to be trans ferred else- 
where when ever deemed nec es sary or proper by those in au thor ity.

4. The in ter nal gov ern ment and reg u la tion of the as so ci a tion shall be
vested in the Di rec tor and the Di rect ing Sis ter, both of whom are
elected by the joint suf frages of the Sis ters and the Board of Di rec tors
ac cord ing to the mode de scribed in the char ter. The re la tion of the Di- 
rect ing Sis ter to wards the other mem bers is, as far as pos si ble, that of a
mother or an el der sis ter, while that of the Di rec tor is, as far as pos si- 
ble, that of the Head of the Fam ily and the spir i tual guide.

5. The sis ters shall wear a plain, eco nom i cal habit, as much as pos si- 
ble con form ing in style, ex pense and color, which shall be black or
gray or blue on week days as they may pre fer. In re gard to the other ar- 
ti cles of dress, the coun sel of the Di rec tor is first to be sought be fore
be ing pur chased. The wear ing of the sis ter’s habit is vol un tary to the
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pro ba tion ers dur ing the pro ba tion ary year but all dis play or or na ment
is to be avoided.

Sept. 10., 1848, the Rev. M. J. Steck, pres i dent of the Synod and the
warm friend of Mr. Pas sa vant, died. The lat ter went to Greens burg to con- 
duct the fu neral. Com ing home, he rode from nine o’clock at night un til
three in the morn ing on the stage box with the driver. To his mother he
gives this ac count of the trip:
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◊ Sis ter C. Louisa Marthens, First Dea coness Con se crated in
Amer ica.

“On Sat ur day at one o’clock, Mr. Jon. Graff kindly called for me
with a buggy and drove me to Greens burg. Hav ing been closely con- 
fined to my room nearly all week, I found it most sooth ing and de- 
light ful to ride through the lovely scenery on the road to G. and was
quite sorry when we reached the place of our des ti na tion. The beau ti- 



214

ful and var ie gated forests, the fall ing of the leaves, the wild in flu ence
of the au tum nal sky, gave to this lit tle tour a pe cu liar charm, and
richly did I en joy it all. On reach ing G. the fam ily re ceived me most
kindly, . and af ter spend ing a short time with them, I re turned to my
lodg ings at Mr. Kuhn’s. On Sun day morn ing at eleven o’clock, the
ser vices com menced in the church. The im mense mul ti tude of peo ple,
fill ing the church, aisles, stairs, gal leries, as well as the yard, were
gath ered to gether, and lis tened with solemn at ten tion to the close of
the ser vices. As these were long and re quired loud preach ing so as to
be heard out side of the church, I was very much ex hausted at their
close. In the evening ser vice was ap pointed for me at the Epis co pal
Church (where the Eng lish Lutheran con gre ga tion wor ship) but the
house would not hold half of the peo ple, and we ad journed to the
Pres by te rian Church which was like wise filled. I en deav ored to
preach with as much spirit as I could, but felt the pres sure of the
morn ing ser vice very much, while I spoke from the words, ‘There is
joy in the pres ence of the an gels of God over one sin ner that re pen- 
teth.’ This was the last sub ject of our faith ful brother Steck….I can
only say now that his fam ily and our poor Synod — of the praises of
which I am both ashamed and heartily sick — have been greatly af- 
flicted. More, when we meet in a few weeks in Zelieno ple.”

1. This Dr. Lane was a brother of Thomas H. Lane, the in tel li gent and
well-known lay man in the Pitts burgh Church, quoted above.↩ 
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9. Work For Scan di na vians And
Ger mans

AS WE HAVE SEEN, there was much dis sat is fac tion with the char ac- 
ter and con duct of the Lutheran Ob server. This dis sat is fac tion led to the es- 
tab lish ment of the Evan gel i cal Re view, a quar terly, in mag a zine form.
Prof. Reynolds was its first ed i tor. From the very first, it fa vored a con ser- 
va tive and con sis tent Lutheranism. Its prin ci pal con trib u tors in ad di tion to
the ed i tor were Drs. Mor ris, the El der Krauth, the Scha ef fers, B. M.
Schmucker, J. A. Seiss, and the younger Krauth, who con trib uted an ar ti cle
to the sec ond num ber on “The Re la tion of our Con fes sions to the Ref or ma- 
tion and the Im por tance of their Study, with an Out line of the Early His tory
of the Augs burg Con fes sion.” The new pe ri od i cal and es pe cially this ar ti cle
of Krauth’s roused the ire of Dr. Kurtz and the Ob server. In his opin ion,
pub lished in the Ob server, the sec ond num ber of the Re view “killed it dead
by its old Lutheranism.” He re garded it af ter this as “the most sec tar ian pe- 
ri od i cal he ever read.” Of Krauth’s ar ti cle he wrote, “How many such ar ti- 
cles would it take to con vert a soul? Poor Char lie! What a pros ti tu tion of
tal ent!”

Dis sat is fac tion with the tone and trend of the Ob server made Mr, Pas sa- 
vant plan for a pa per of his own. He was averse to con tro versy. He felt that
polem i cal ar ti cles and bit ter per sonal at tacks are not con ducive to the ed i fy- 
ing of the church. It was his con vic tion that the church’s life, ac tiv ity and
progress are hin dered in stead of helped by such a course. He re al ized as
prob a bly no other man in the church did that the church of his love has a
great mis sion in this land. He felt the need of a church pa per for the peo ple,
free from the ob jec tions re ferred to, pop u lar in tone, cal cu lated to in spire a
hope ful and ag gres sive ac tiv ity in all the in ter ests of the church and mod er- 
ate in price. He felt that the church’s in sti tu tions were too lit tle known and
there fore poorly sup ported by the peo ple. The peo ple were per ish ing for
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lack of knowl edge. The need of a broader, bet ter and more ag gres sive mis- 
sion ary pol icy, at home and abroad needed to be im pressed upon the peo ple
in such a way as to make the masses feel that it was their priv i lege as well
as their re spon si bil ity to carry on and en large the work. He felt that there
were other far-reach ing ac tiv i ties of the great est pos si ble im por tance to the
full life and ex is tence of the church that had not even been thought of, much
less en tered upon.

From these and sim i lar con vic tions in his mind, The Mis sion ary fi nally
emerged. This lit tle monthly was some thing new in the church. It brought
Mr. Pas sa vant be fore the church in a new light. By many he had been
looked upon as an over-san guine, vi sion ary, rest less, un prac ti cal spirit. His
pa per was a sur prise to all such. It showed to the church for the first time
that here was a young man with su pe rior gifts as an ed i tor and with prac ti- 
cal and far-reach ing plans for or ga ni za tion and sys tem in church work.

The first num ber of The Mis sion ary ap peared in Jan u ary, 1848. It sets
be fore its read ers its pur poses, aims and hopes in the fol low ing prospec tus:

"This pa per, as in di cated by its name, will be mis sion ary in its
char ac ter. It will not, there fore, in ter fere with ex ist ing pe ri od i cals de- 
voted to gen eral in ter ests. It oc cu pies a field pe cu liarly its own, and
as it aims to be help ful to all, it hopes to be helped by all in re turn.

The plan we pro pose is briefly this: the field is the world. That
por tion of it oc cu pied by the Lutheran Church, and those parts un oc- 
cu pied by other Chris tian Churches, will con sti tute the field of our es- 
pe cial ob ser va tion. The whole will be re garded as a vast mis sion
field, and the nu mer ous and di ver si fied in ter ests of the church and the
world therein, will be con sid ered un der the gen eral heads of in ner,
home, and for eign mis sion;. A few re marks on each of these will fur- 
ther ex plain its char ac ter:

In ner Mis sions. — These are mis sions within the church, such as
Scrip tural re vivals of re li gion; the in struc tion of the chil dren of the
church, com pre hend ing Sun day-schools, in fant schools, cat e chet i cal
classes, Bible classes, etc., etc.; the’ ed u ca tion of our peo ple, com pre- 
hend ing Church schools, acad e mies, col leges, the o log i cal sem i nar ies,
and ed u ca tion so ci eties; the re lief of the tem po ral need of the mem- 
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bers, in clud ing the In sti tu tion of Protes tant Dea conesses, to gether
with the var i ous funds, so ci eties, and in sti tu tions for the in di gent, the
aged and in firm, for dis abled min is ters, for the wid ows and or phans
of cler gy men, etc., etc.; the im prove ment of church ar chi tec ture, of
con gre ga tional singing, of the litur gi cal ser vice, of the bet ter ob ser- 
vance of the or der and wor ship of God’s house. In a word, we shall
la bor for the pu rity of the church in faith, gov ern ment, dis ci pline and
re li gious life, to de velop the re sources, en er gies and el e ments of good
which are in the church, to make them avail able and cause them to
act and re act upon her self, thus en abling the church to ful fill her mis- 
sion and des tiny in the world, this will be the con stant aim of the ed i- 
tor and his cor re spon dents. In do ing this, we shall seek out, pro pose
and rec om mend, the more ex cel lent Bible means, agen cies and ap pli- 
ances for the ac com plish ment of the ends in view; and their prac ti cal
work ing will, from time to time, be spread upon our pages.

Home Mis sions. — Un der this head, we will give a monthly re- 
view of the work of evan ge liza tion of the dif fer ent syn ods and so ci- 
eties of the church in Amer ica and Eu rope, among the spir i tu ally des- 
ti tute in our land. The var i ous mis sions among the Amer i can, Ger- 
man, Swedish, Dan ish, Nor we gian, and French pop u la tion, as well as
among the North Amer i can In di ans and our col ored pop u la tion, will
be re viewed in ev ery num ber. In or der to make this de part ment in ter- 
est ing, we made ar range ments while in Eu rope to pro cure the dif fer- 
ent pa pers and re ports pub lished by the nu mer ous so ci eties and mis- 
sion in sti tutes which ed u cate and send forth la bor ers for our em i grant
pop u la tion.

For eign Mis sions. — In ad di tion to a va ri ety of items, and a
monthly sur vey of gen eral Chris tian mis sions, the of fi cial re ports of
the Lutheran mis sion ar ies in In dia to the ‘For eign Mis sion ary So ci ety
of the Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church,’ to gether with ac knowl edg ments
of mon eys by that So ci ety, will ap pear from time to time. The re ports
of the Ger man Lutheran mis sion ar ies who are la bor ing among the
Tel u gus, with Broth ers Heyer and Gunn, to their so ci ety in Ger many,
will also be trans lated for this pa per.
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In a word, to cre ate, in crease and de velop the spirit of mis sions in
our Amer i can church, is the great ob ject of the pro posed pe ri od i cal.

Our plan com pre hends all the syn ods, and all shall re ceive the
same im par tial con sid er a tion. We wish this un der stood. The Mis sion- 
ary is the or gan of no one synod, party, or so ci ety. By dif fus ing in for- 
ma tion con cern ing all, it hopes to con trib ute its share in mak ing a di- 
vided church one.

God has given us two in stru ments where with to pro mote his
cause. One is the pen: the other, the tongue. To these, we are en deav- 
or ing to con firm the ad di tion of the press. If we suc ceed, well; if not,
still well. The pen and tongue may toil on, if the press stop; for the
pen costs but lit tle, and the tongue, by the grace of God, noth ing."

Most nobly did the lit tle pa per carry out this promis ing pro gram. In look ing
over the early vol umes, we find a se ries of ar ti cles on the fol low ing sub- 
jects: Je sus as a Mis sion ary; Chris tian Ed u ca tion; Against Church Fairs and
Fes ti vals; Best Means of Rais ing Church Funds; Dis ci plin ing Mem bers for
Sell ing Liquor; Luther’s Pas toral The ol ogy; De scrip tions of Mis souri, In di- 
ana, Illi nois, Iowa, Wis con sin, Min ne sota and of other West ern States as
Mis sion ary Fields; Let ters from In dia and other For eign Fields; Hos pi tals
and Or phan Homes; pleas for boxes for Home Mis sion ar ies; a plea for the
sup port of a re cently opened Col ored Or phan Asy lum; Mis sions among the
Amer i can In di ans. We find ed i to ri als on Cat e chiz ing; on the Need of more
Min is ters, and against Union Churches. There are also ed i to ri als on the
press ing need of Eng lish Evan gel i cal Lutheran Churches in Chicago, Om- 
aha, St. Paul, San Fran cisco and other large cities, and on how the con gre- 
ga tion should look af ter its own poor.

Much ed i to rial space is given to the Acad e mies at Zelieno ple, Leech burg
and Greens burg, which Mr. Pas sa vant was so largely in stru men tal in found- 
ing.

We find in the first vol ume com menda tory no tice of Muh len berg Col- 
lege, in Jef fer son, Har ri son County, Ohio, in which such good ad vice is
given that, had it been heeded by the Joint Synod of Ohio, the In sti tu tion, so
aus pi ciously be gun with a fine prop erty, would not have been so short-
lived. There is also like no tice of Wit ten berg Col lege, Spring field, Ohio;
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Ger man Lutheran Sem i nary, Colum bus, Ohio; Ger man The o log i cal Sem i- 
nary, Fort Wayne, In di ana. Mis sion In sti tute, Washt e naw County, Michi gan,
a train ing school for mis sion ar ies to la bor among the Chippewa In di ans at
Sag i naw Bay, Michi gan, re ceived warm words of en cour age ment and hope
from the ed i tor.

For Hills boro, Illi nois, Col lege and Sem i nary, in the then “far West,” he
so licited and of fered to re ceive books and sub scrip tions.

For the Col lege and Sem i nary at Al tenburg, Perry County, Mis souri, the
pi o neer col lege of the Mis souri Synod, he also has words of en cour age ment
and coun sel.

There were ur gent ed i to ri als on the duty of send ing mis sion ar ies to
search out and ar range for the in gath er ing of the Ger mans in Canada and
Texas. These early mis sion ary ef forts be came the start ing points that fi nally
led to the or ga ni za tion of the Syn ods of Texas and Canada. The same is true
of the Min ne sota and the Wis con sin Syn ods, whose field the
Rev. Mr. Heyer ex plored af ter his first re turn from In dia. Nearly ev ery num- 
ber of The Mis sion ary has a col umn or more on the Ger mans and Scan di na- 
vians of the West and on the Church’s duty to min is ter to their spir i tual
wants.

This gives us a gen eral idea of the con tents and aims of the pa per. Its
tone through out is se ri ous, sober, earnest, hope ful and de vout. A deep and
lov ing spir i tu al ity per vades it all. Ev ery num ber shows the ed i tor liv ing in
close com mu nion with that Sav ior whom he so ar dently loved. There is a
re mark able ab sence of that petty, per sonal strife, jeal ousy and un-Chris tian
con tro versy that dis fig ures so much of the church’s pe ri od i cal lit er a ture.
The tone is irenic, the striv ing is for the thin that make for peace. It de sires
not to pull down but to build up.

The Mis sion ary was not re ceived kindly by all. Mr. Bassler writes that
some of his peo ple wished to have it dis con tin ued be cause it strongly con- 
demned the cus tom of hav ing the liquor bot tle on the ta ble.

Mr. Wed dell writes:

"The de sign of your pa per as ex pressed in your prospec tus pleases
me, but yet on ac count of the un set tled na ture of our the o log i cal lan- 
guage, I have so far been un able to come to a per fect dis cern ment of
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the def i nite ‘stand point’ you in tend to oc cupy. There seems to be a
vari ance be tween the East ern and West ern sense of the tech ni cal lan- 
guage of our church. I trust, there fore, you will ex cuse from a friend a
few spe cial in quiries. In your let ter to the Ger man Re formed Mes sen- 
ger you pro fess to be a friend to re vivals. By this, are we to un der- 
stand re vivals pro duced by the in stru men tal ity of long-pro tracted ef- 
forts and con ducted on what may tech ni cally be called the ‘anx ious or
mourner’s bench’ sys tem or those pro duced by the faith ful con tin ued
pas toral labors and cat e chiza tion? By ‘de fend ing the an cient us ages
of the church’ are we to un der stand a de nial of the right or pro pri ety
of the laity lead ing in prayer in so cial meet ings for that pur pose, or
the con trary?

"Fi nally, will the Mis sion ary be de voted to the Augs burg Con fes- 
sion en tire as the sym bol of our Faith or only as teach ing the ’ fun da- 
men tal doc trines of the word of God in a man ner sub stan tially cor rect
‘? I must again ask your par don for the lib erty I have taken in propos- 
ing" these in quiries, which noth ing but for mer friend ship, anx i ety for
the wel fare of the Church and a de sire to know some thing of the
grounds taken by the ’Mi nor ity’ of your Synod has in duced me to do.
Our Church in Ohio is full of schisms and seem ingly ‘all sorts of doc- 
trines preached by all sorts of men.’

“Un less God with sov er eign power in ter pose I have lit tle faith in
the sta bil ity of our Zion. I feel that some def i nite po si tion must be
taken, the hay, wood and stub ble must be con sumed and con flict ing
par ties be rec on ciled with out the sac ri fice of prin ci ple, or our iden tity
as a church here will be lost. But as I have ex tended this let ter to an
un due length, I will con clude ex press ing my deep anx i ety for an early
an swer or if not an an swer at least a let ter from you on the sub jects
re ferred to. I think I may be able to raise twenty or thirty sub scribers
for you here. Ac cept my best wishes for your pros per ity.”

But there were not want ing also kindly com men da tions, en cour age ments
and of fers of as sis tance and sup port. Here is a let ter from his young friend
Krauth which is in ter est ing not only to show his es ti mate of the pa per to
which he af ter wards be came a reg u lar con trib u tor, but also to show the feel- 
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ing of cor dial ity that ex isted be tween these two young men work ing in dif- 
fer ent spheres, rep re sent ing the two sides of the Church’s in ter ests and des- 
tined to be come so im por tant in the Church’s life and pros per ity.

“I send you eleven ad di tional names for your pa per in whose suc- 
cess I feel a strong in ter est and in whose con tents I have found much
sat is fac tion . . . The field which it pro poses to oc cupy is so large that
it will re quire great care, skill and econ omy of space to cover the
whole ground. . . . You have spo ken, my dear brother, of cold ness
which has risen in our past in ter course. Let me as sure you that there
has been no time since I have known you in which I have not felt a
warm and af fec tion ate in ter est in you. I be lieve that there was no one
who loved you more sin cerely than my self, but Dr. M. had so many
re mark able plans, as tound ing projects, and aerial cas tles which he
told me were of your build ing that a very false im pres sion was made
on my mind in re gard to your char ac ter which I now know to be in
the high est de gree prac ti cal.”We were both min is ters, just start ing,
dif fer ing, in some re spects, in tem per a ment and in views. You highly
san guine, I rather dis posed to skep ti cism. You full of the Lutheranism
of the youngest gen er a tion, I with some lit tle tint (I thank God it is
now stronger) of our older life; ’you dis posed to be al ways in the
field, I too fond of the re tire ment of the study; then things which
should have bound us more closely to gether that our joint stores
might be a com mon trea sure per haps sep a rated us. We have both ex- 
pe ri enced, since, the ripen ing ef fects of time, trial and deep af flic tion.
I hope that we will hence forth and for ever be so near in heart that no
alien at ing voice will ever be able to sep a rate us."

Prof. Reynolds writes:

“We are very much pleased with your pa per in this re gion, that is
to say, Dr. Krauth, Prof. Baugher, brother Keller and my self.
Mr. Keller has rec om mended it from his pul pit and Prof. Baugher will
rec om mend it to his peo ple, so that you may ex pect a con sid er able
num ber of sub scrip tions from this bar ren re gion, that is, pro vided
young Hirst goes around to the peo ple as he says he will. The
Lutheran Ob server will be jeal ous and do all that it can to throw cold
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wa ter upon your en ter prise, but I hope you will suc ceed; not that I
wish the Ob server any ill, but that I wish it to be made bet ter, to stand
more fully upon Lutheran ground. And this I think will be one in ci- 
den tal though im por tant re sult of your pa per. I have done all I could
to give the Ob server the char ac ter which I think it should bear, by do- 
ing my full part to fur nish it with mat ter; but as that does not an swer,
I shall now stop that, for a while at least, and see whether the idea
that other pa pers can be got to an swer our views, if it will not, will
have some ef fect upon the pol icy of the Ob server. Your pa per, it is
true, pro poses to avoid all in ter fer ence with the Ob server and to oc- 
cupy a field of its own; but I hope it will set the Ob server a good ex- 
am ple and prove that a wor thy pop u lar ity can be se cured in other
ways be sides flat ter ing Tom, Dick and Harry. If the Ob server will
fairly rep re sent the Church and main tain a dig ni fied, or at least a de- 
cent char ac ter, I shall do all I can to as sist in sus tain ing it, oth er wise
not. Let me know what the prospect is for es tab lish ing ‘The Mis sion- 
ary’ upon a per ma nent ba sis. Could you not get a good agent to visit
cer tain points where you might per haps ob tain a con sid er able num ber
of sub scribers?”

Here is Dr. Ja cob’s re cent es ti mate of The Mis sion ary and its ed i tor:

“Through the small monthly, The Mis sion ary, in his youth he en- 
listed a wide sym pa thy in all the en ter prises started through his
agency. Never has the Lutheran Church in Amer ica had an ed i tor who
en tered into such close re la tions with his read ers, and could move
them so thor oughly. His pen glowed with the in ter est with which his
work held him. He wrote as one pos sessed of truths which he had to
ex press. His knowl edge of per sons and things was so ex ten sive, the
facts pre sented were so nu mer ous and di ver si fied, the hori zon cov- 
ered was so wide, the lan guage was so plain, so forcible, so di ver si- 
fied, so full of unc tion, so di rected to one point, the judg ments con- 
cern ing man and events and move ments were so per ti nent, so pos i- 
tive, so de cided, while calm and dis crim i nat ing, and so com pletely
was the bond of sym pa thy with his read ers main tained, that the ar- 
rival of the pa per was awaited al most with im pa tience in hun dreds of
Chris tian homes.”
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Even the Ob server yields grace fully and says:

“Brother Pas sa vant’s zeal, and his pe cu liar com pe tency for such a
work as he has em barked in, are too well known in the Church to re- 
quire any com men da tion at our hands, and we hope he will not re gard
it as a ’ mat ter of course, ’ or as a mere com pli ment, when we say
that we wish him a hearty ‘God speed.’ If he can find time and has
suf fi cient strength to add to his nu mer ous labors those aris ing from
the man age ment of a pe ri od i cal, there can be no doubt of his abil ity
to ren der The Mis sion ary both use ful and in ter est ing.”

The Lutheran Stan dard gives it this hearty wel come:

“We hail with plea sure this spir ited mis sion ary jour nal, and we in- 
dulge in the hope that all our min is ters and mem bers, who are fa mil- 
iar with the Eng lish lan guage, will unite in its sup port. A pa per of this
kind, to arouse and bring into ac tiv ity a spirit of mis sions through out
our Church, was long since needed, and we are glad that brother Pas- 
sa vant has un der taken the task. We feel con fi dent in our opin ion, that,
un der his di rec tion, the ‘Mis sion ary’ will not only bring the joy ful
news of the tri umph of the Gospel at home and abroad, and point out
the des ti tu tions and wants of our Zion and the means to sup ply them,
but also ad vo cate the prin ci ples and doc trines of our Church as laid
down in her Con fes sion.”

Here is Mr. Pas sa vant’s own es ti mate of ed i to rial life, writ ten one year be- 
fore he died:

“Fifty years of ed i to rial life! Few who are un ac quainted with such
a life have any con cep tion of what it means. It is not only a knight- 
hood of anx ious thought, plod ding toil, and fi nan cial strug gle, but an
in ces sant con flict with the world, the flesh and the devil and, worst of
all, with the whole trin ity of evil in the Church of the liv ing God. It is
an un ceas ing teach ing, re prov ing, ex hort ing, en cour ag ing and lift ing
up of the dispir ited forces of the Church, and in cit ing them to come
up to the ex alted mis sion com mit ted to her of the Lord . . . But for the
un wea ried la bor and in domitable re sis tance to un scrip tural doc trines,
ten den cies and us ages, by our church pa pers, what would have been
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the con di tion of the Church and its con sti tu tions in the dark days of
the past, when faith was weak and prin ci ple was weaker, and the ark
of the Lord seemed to be re moved from the sanc tu ary?”

To show the wide and far-reach ing in flu ence that the young ed i tor ex erted
on the Lutheran Church through out the land by means of the Mis sion ary, it
is only nec es sary to glean from its pages what he ad vo cated, planned and
did for the scat tered Luther ans of var i ous na tion al i ties who were at that
time just be gin ning to set tle in and make them selves felt through out the best
parts of the new West. It is not too much to claim that no other sin gle man
did as much to arouse the whole church to see the im por tance of the
we.stern Lutheran Di as pora and to re al ize her re spon si bil ity to ward them.
No other man un der stood the West and the value of its Lutheran set tlers as
well as he. None other did as much to in ves ti gate, di rect and as sist the west- 
ern work.

Mr. Pas sa vant was as free from nar row na tivism as he was from party
spirit. As he was con cerned for the wel fare of all the in hab i tants of his land,
whether white, black or red, so he was con cerned for all the chil dren of his
church, whether Amer i can, Ger man or Scan di na vian. We have al ready no- 
ticed his in ter est in the thrifty and pi ous Ger mans from whose sturdy stock
his par ents had come. He was con stantly look ing up and find ing out their
set tle ments in the coun try and their quar ters in the city. He kept his Synod
on the look out and on the hunt for them through out its bounds. It might be
hard to find a Ger man Lutheran Church in west ern Penn syl va nia or east ern
Ohio and Vir ginia in whose start ing he did not have a hand. He, more than
any other man, was in stru men tal in the be gin nings in Pitts burgh, in Al le- 
gheny, in Wheel ing, in Erie and in nearly ev ery town reached by his Synod.
He had his ea gle eye on ev ery large city in the land and had a most re mark- 
able fac ulty for find ing out where there was ma te rial for a Ger man Church.
To these places he called the at ten tion of the Ger man min is ters and Ger man
Syn ods. He will ingly lent his ser vices in procur ing the men and the means
for these be gin nings. As is noted above, it was he who pre vailed upon his
Synod to send Mr. Bassler and Mr. Diehl on a tour of in ves ti ga tion to
Canada to gather and or ga nize the scat tered Luther ans in those re gions. He
was in stru men tal in send ing the first mis sion ary to Texas, and Mr. Heyer to
Min ne sota. What he did for the Ger man im mi grants we shall see later on.
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The Ger man Luther ans owe more to him than they are will ing to ac knowl- 
edge.

But he was not less in ter ested in the warm-hearted, de vout and open-
hearted Scan di na vians. What he did for them in the early days of their
weak ness and help less ness, is well wor thy of a chap ter.

The first set tle ments of the SVedes on the Del a ware had proven dis as- 
trous, as far as the church of their fa thers was con cerned. It is in deed in- 
com pre hen si ble to us that a peo ple, whose an ces try and tra di tions all fa vor a
thor ough ed u ca tion of head and heart in ev ery child among them, should
have so sadly and so sin fully ne glected the plant ing of church schools. Set- 
tled among Eng lish-speak ing peo ple, these early Swedes were sat is fied to
let their bright chil dren get all their ed u ca tion in the Eng lish day and Sun- 
day-schools around them. The Epis co palians were not slow to rec og nize the
ster ling worth of these youths, flat tered them and their par ents, and suc cess- 
fully car ried out the base less and false pre tense that the Eng lish Epis co pal
Church is the same as the Lutheran Church in Swe den. They cap tured the
third gen er a tion of those early pi o neers, un able longer to wor ship in tel li- 
gently in the lan guage of the fa ther land. They ,got pos ses sion of the
churches which the Lutheran fa thers had built at so much sac ri fice and con- 
se crated with so many prayers and tears. They own to day some of those
ven er a ble churches, their bury ing grounds and the very bones of the dead.
A few years ago a de scen dant of the early Swedes re quested be fore his
death that he be buried with his fa thers in the grounds of the Old Swede
Church in Wilm ing ton Del a ware, where the moss-cov ered stones still bear
the names of Lutheran pi o neers. But be cause he had not been a mem ber of
the Epis co pal Church, his body was re fused a rest ing place in the church-
yard which his fa thers had paid for and where they are sleep ing their last
sleep.

There came a later mi gra tion of Scan di na vians to our shores. One of the
first of their colonies was that of some Nor we gians from Sta vanger who
set tled near Rochester, N. Y., in 1825. In about ten years thCy re moved to
La Salle County, III. About this time Clem Ped er sen ex plored the then Ter- 
ri tory of Wis con sin and made his coun try men ac quainted with that re gion.
This gave the first im pulse to that great mi gra tion to the North west which is
still go ing on and is pos sess ing the best part of the land, from the lakes to
where the west ern shore is washed by the Pa cific. In 1850, when Mr. Pas sa- 
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vant first vis ited the West, there were sup posed to be thirty thou sand Scan- 
di na vians in Iowa, Illi nois, and Wis con sin. July 9, 1844, the Rev. G. A. C.
Diedrich sen, who had been or dained in Chris tia nia as a mis sion ary to his
coun try men in Amer ica, ar rived in New York. At this time there was ly ing
in New York har bor a ship be long ing to Cap tain Nyssen, who be longed to
an as so ci a tion of pi ous Swedish ship cap tains who had made an agree ment
to hold re li gious ser vices on all their ves sels on ev ery Lord’s day. The
Arch bishop of Swe den had con se crated the Bethel flag, the rais ing of which
was the sig nal for di vine ser vice. On Cap tain Nyssen’s ship, Mr. Diedrich- 
sen held reg u lar ser vices while in New York. He also hunted up the Nor we- 
gians, Swedes and Danes in .the city and preached to them ev ery Sun day in
St. Matthew’s Ger man Lutheran Church.

From New York, he went by way of Al bany, Buf falo and the Great
Lakes to Mil wau kee. He vis ited all the Scan di na vian set tle ments that he
could hear of in Illi nois, Wis con sin and Iowa, To his sur prise he found a
Rev. C. L. Clausen la bor ing among the Nor we gians of Mus keego, which is
sup posed to have been the first Nor we gian set tle ment in Wis con sin. This
Mr. Clausen was a Dane. He had in tended to be come a for eign mis sion ary,
but the pi ous pas tor Schreuder of Chris tia nia had per suaded him to go and
la bor as a school-mas ter among the des ti tute Nor we gians in IMus keego. Ar- 
riv ing in 1843, he found them with out a min is ter, church, ser mons or sacra- 
ments. They im plored him to be come their pas tor. This he was un will ing to
do with out be ing reg u larly ex am ined and or dained. He there fore ap plied to
the Ger man Lutheran pas tor, L. F. E. Krause, who was la bor ing among the
Ger mans near Mil wau kee. This brother care fully ex am ined and then or- 
dained him, and so he be came the first Nor we gian Lutheran min is ter in
Wis con sin. There were those, prob a bly in sti gated by the Epis co palians, who
had their doubts about the va lid ity of his or di na tion. To sat isfy these
doubters, Mr. Clausen wrote to the The o log i cal fac ulty of Chris tia nia and
laid his case be fore them. The fac ulty re turned this an swer: “That the ser- 
vices of an or di na tion to the priest hood (min istry) by a priest and not by a
bishop can not in and of it self over throw the va lid ity of an or di na tion to the
min istry.” This has al ways been the po si tion of the Church in Nor way, Swe- 
den and Den mark. Do the Epis co palians not know this or are they will fulde- 
ceivers and act ing as if they do not know it?
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Dur ing the first year of his labors, Mr. Diedrich sen or ga nized churches
at Koshkonong Prairie. Rock River, Hamil ton Dig gings, Rock Prairie, Sho- 
ponong and Mil wau kee in Wis con sin. Also at Rock Ground, Long Prairie
and Chicago in Illi nois. He then re turned to Nor way to in duce other min is- 
ters to come to la bor among their des ti tute coun try men. Fail ing in this, he
re turned alone and be gan again to la bor as an apos tolic mis sion ary. He kept
on plead ing, how ever, to the church at home to send shep herds among their
scat tered sheep. In the year 1850, in re sponse to his earnest en treaties, the
Revs. A. C. Preuss and H. A. Stub came to his as sis tance. The dif fi cul ties of
Mr. Diedrich sen and his three co la bor ers were greatly en hanced by the dis- 
or derly and fa nat i cal, even if well mean ing, ef forts of a cer tain Elling Eilsen
and a small co terie of con geners [MEM BERS OF THE SAME GROUP

OR CLASS] who went into the con gre ga tions and cast sus pi cion on the
piety of the three ed u cated and self-sac ri fic ing min is ters who were en deav- 
or ing to in cul cate the or tho dox Lutheran faith and churchly prac tices among
their peo ple. The Methodists and Bap tists were also busy with their ne far i- 
ous pros e ly tiz ing ef forts. The Epis co palians had a the o log i cal sem i nary at
Nashota and did all they could to en tice Scan di na vian stu dents into their in- 
sti tu tion, con vert them into Epis co palians and then send them out to per- 
suade their coun try men to apo s ta tize from the church and faith of their fa- 
thers. They suc ceeded in win ning a Swede named Un o n ius, and Bishop
Kem per or dained him in 1844. We shall hear of this rene gade again.

We have thought it well to give this sketch of Scan di na vian church his- 
tory be cause of the deep and abid ing in ter est which Mr. Pas sa vant took in
these Luther ans from the North land. He had made him self thor oughly ac- 
quainted with the char ac ter, con di tion and his tory of these peo ple. This is
abun dantly proved by leaf ing through the files of The Mis sion ary. He re al- 
ized from the be gin ning that these peo ple were des tined to be come a mighty
power all over the West. He un der stood and ap pre ci ated their ster ling char- 
ac ter, their trust wor thi ness, their un-os ten ta tious and in tel li gent piety, as
well as their thrift and prospec tive pros per ity. He had a prophet’s vi sion and
saw what all this must mean to the Church of the Ref or ma tion. He knew the
dan ger to which they were ex posed amid their new and strange sur round- 
ings. He un der stood the schemes and de cep tions of the sweet-mouthed
pros e ly tiz ers. His great heart went out to these chil dren of the Di as pora. He
knew that in their in flux God was giv ing to His dear Church a sec ond great
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op por tu nity. He felt that an im mense re spon si bil ity was laid upon the whole
Lutheran Church.

The ven er a ble and apos tolic Dr. Nore lius, at this writ ing the pres i dent of
the Swedish Au gus tana Synod, says:

"In the Lutheran Church of Amer ica, no name is per haps as well
known as that of Pas sa vant. No one who did not be long to our na tion- 
al ity was as well known among Swedish Luther ans as he. He had
early come in con tact with us and had be come in ti mate with us and
with our work.

"We can safely say that his spe cial mis sion, in the King dom of
God and within the Lutheran Church of Amer ica, was to be come a
leader in the Home Mis sion field in its widest sense.

“Early in life his at ten tion was di rected to the great ne ces sity of
ex tend ing the work of the Lutheran Church in his coun try. He not
only placed him self in ac tive com mu ni ca tion with min is ters of dif fer- 
ent na tion al i ties, but made long and ex pen sive trips to dif fer ent parts
of the coun try in or der that he might as sure him self per son ally of the
var i ous needs and then adopt ways and means to meet them. In this
man ner he came in con tact with the Swedes at an early day. He of ten
ap peared at the meet ings of the Au gus tana Synod and made our
hearts warm through his de vout and ar dent ser mons and ad dresses.”

Our space for bids the quot ing of all the good things that The Mis sion ary
says of these chil dren of the Vikings; or of the plans he sug gested, the coun- 
sels he gives and the aid he se cures and ex tends to them. We must, how ever,
bring be fore the reader a few facts that make his de sires and deeds in this
di rec tion stand out in a clear light.

In 1850, he learned from the “Her ald of the Prairies,” pub lished in
Chicago, that the Rev. Lars Paul Es b jorn had made a re quest, for aid in his
labors among the Swedes in Illi nois, to the “Cen tral As so ci a tion of the Con- 
gre ga tional Churches in Illi nois.” This moved him to write in The Mis sion- 
ary in Jan u ary, 1850:
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“While we can not but rec og nize with the deep est grat i tude the fra- 
ter nal course of our Con gre ga tional brethren to wards the Rev. Mr. Es- 
b jorn, in lend ing him their coun te nance and aid, with out re quir ing
him to change his ec cle si as ti cal re la tions, we are deeply pained, that,
from the want of a Synod of our own, com posed of Nor we gian and
Swedish min is ters, such a course would seem to be nec es sary. Had
we not been as sured by the of fi cers of the Home Mis sion ary So ci ety,
that it was their de sign to do some thing for the Nor we gians and
Swedes of the West, the mis sion com mit tee of the Pitts burgh Synod
would have sent a dep u ta tion to our Scan di na vian brethren, two years
ago, and la bored to bring about a Syn od i cal or ga ni za tion in Wis con- 
sin and north ern Illi nois. This mis sion dare not longer be de layed.
The im mi gra tion of Swedes and Nor we gians is in creas ing from year
to year and if we ne glect this great in ter est now, the voice of our
lamen ta tion will be taken up when it is too late. We speak ad vis edly
when we say that some thing ef fi cient must be done, and that quickly,
if the in ter ests of Zion and her King are not to suf fer an ir repara ble
in jury.”

Of the ef forts of the very lib er al isttc Franck ean Synod among the Scan di na- 
vians he says in the April num ber of the same year:

“From in for ma tion in our pos ses sion, we know that there are from
twenty-five to thirty Nor we gian Lutheran churches, and some of
them very large, in Wis con sin alone, in ad di tion to the churches
which have been formed by the Rev. Mr. An drew son of the Franck- 
ean Synod. Sev eral of these are sup plied by wor thy pas tors, while
oth ers are im posed upon by wretched men, who ‘have stolen the liv- 
ery of heaven to serve the devil in.’ That these churches, or the peo- 
ple to any great ex tent will throw away the Augs burg Con fes sion, and
sub sti tute in its place the Ar ti cles of Faith, drawn up by J. D. Lawyer,
(now erased from the role of the Franck ean Synod), we have no idea
what ever. Here and there, ex ist ing churches may be bro ken up, and
fee ble con gre ga tions may be or ga nized upon the doc tri nal ba sis of the
Franck ean Synod; but the mass of the Lutheran pop u la tion can never
be evan ge lized af ter this fash ion. They cling with won drous .tenac ity
to the faith of their fa thers and will not, with out a strug gle, cast away
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even the form of sound words. If they are to be in flu enced to any ex- 
tent, it must be from other quar ters than the Franck ean Synod. The
op er a tions of the ‘Old Luther ans’ among them will be equally
abortive, though for quite op po site rea sons. Un der these cir cum- 
stances, we would again urge upon the Church, the im por tance of do- 
ing all in their power to ef fect the or ga ni za tion of a Scan di na vian
Synod, based upon our ac knowl edged Con fes sion. In this way alone
can the thou sands of Nor we gians and Swedes be ef fec tu ally pro vided
with the gospel, and its In sti tu tions, and the peo ple be led into green
pas tures and by the quiet wa ters of sal va tion.”

Here are some ex tracts from a let ter from Mr. Es b jorn, pub lished in the July
num ber:

"In ap pear ing be fore the Cen tral Con gre ga tional As so ci a tion, in
Gales burg, (nar rated in num ber one of your pa per), I re lated the
points of doc trine of our Lutheran Church, and some of the mem bers
tried to per suade me that our doc trine was not right in all points, as
for in stance that of bap tism and the Holy Sup per, the pos si bil ity of a
re gen er ated man’s fall ing from the state of grace and oth ers. But I
openly con fessed that I know and be lieve that our doc trine is founded
on the Holy Scrip tures. I have, since my con ver sion, up wards of ten
years ago, dili gently ex am ined our doc trine, and found it in ac cor- 
dance with the Word of God. Other Chris tians may find it oth er wise,
for we know in part, and we proph esy in part in this world, but I
would not say that a Chris tian brother of an other de nom i na tion, for
that rea son, is only half en light ened by the Holy Ghost, or ‘Sees men
as trees walk ing.’

"Just now I re ceived num ber four of The Mis sion ary. The ar ti cle
on page twenty-seven, con cern ing a Scan di na vian Evan gel i cal
Lutheran Synod, gives me a op por tu nity to de clare that I have not yet
united with any Synod, for I want time to ex am ine the re li gious mat- 
ters in this coun try. I have the hope that a Lutheran Synod may be
opened in Illi nois, and I would be pleased to unite with the same, un- 
less it ‘throws away the Augs burg Con fes sion.’ I openly con fess that
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I never can unite with a Synod which does so, and the mean ing of our
or ga ni za tion is not that.

"We be lieve that said Con fes sion is in ac cor dance with the Word
of God, and have not buried any trick un der the words, ‘that we adopt
the res o lu tions of syn ods and the sym bola, only as far as they ac cord
with the Word of God.’

“May God out of His great mercy bless you, and all them who
love the Gospel of our Lord Je sus Christ! We de sire a re mem brance
in your prayers.”

On this let ter Mr. Pas sa vant re marks:

"From this com mu ni ca tion it will be seen, that God, in His prov i- 
dence, has raised up a truly spir i tual shep herd for these scat tered
sheep, and that amid poverty and many dif fi cul ties, he is seek ing to
lead them into green pas tures by the quiet wa ters.

"We can not but be lieve that God’s hand is in this whole mat ter,
and that now a com mence ment will be made for the evan ge liza tion of
our Swedish pop u la tion which will be steadily kept up with the in- 
crease of these in ter est ing strangers among us from year to year. For
the present, we could only add that a del e ga tion of our min is ters,
deeply in ter ested in the wel fare of the Swedish and Nor we gian pop u- 
la tion in the North west, pro pose (D.v.) to visit Wis con sin and Illi nois
this sum mer, for the pur pose of as cer tain ing what mea sures should be
adopted for the sup ply of their spir i tual need. The re sult of his visit,
we hope, ere long, to lay be fore our read ers.

"A friend at our el bow has kindly fur nished the means for the pur- 
chase of sev eral dozen Eng lish cat e chisms. The bibles will be at- 
tended to as soon as pos si ble. The sug ges tion of brother Es b jorn, con- 
cern ing a tract for dis tri bu tion among the Swedish im mi grants on
their ar rival in New York, is a good one, and as twenty or thirty dol- 
lars will print a large edi tion of a four page tract, such as he speaks
of, we hope some benev o lent per son will fur nish us this amount.
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“Will not some of our brethren send us do na tions for the com ple- 
tion of the Swedish Church re ferred to by brother Es b jorn? Chris tian
reader! how much ow est thou thy Lord! Then sit down quickly, take
thy pen, and write a check for five, twenty, or fifty dol lars for these
poor brethren in Christ.”

In the year 1850, Mr. Pas sa vant made his first mis sion ary jour ney to the
Scan di na vians of the west. Such a jour ney meant some thing in those days
when there were no rail roads west of Pitts burgh. The great lakes, rivers, the
stage-coach, the prim i tive wagon, the sad dle and apos tolic feet were the
means of con veyance.

From Pitts burgh, Mr. Pas sa vant went to Spring field, Ohio, to visit the
young Wit ten berg Col lege, the only Eng lish Lutheran col lege west of Get- 
tys burg. Thence he trav eled to the Ger man Lutheran Sem i nary at Colum- 
bus, Ohio. From there he pushed on to Chicago and as far as Mil wau kee.
Here his trip was cut short by a dis patch an nounc ing the break ing out of
cholera in Pitts burgh and se ri ous sick ness in his hos pi tal fam ily.

His mother had ob jected to his tak ing this trip .be cause of his al ready
abun dant labors and also be cause there were still spo radic cases of cholera
in Pitts burgh, which in her opin ion were dan ger ous to his fam ily and hos pi- 
tal work. The good mother did not un der stand the im por tance of the West
and of its Scan di na vian pi o neers to the fu ture of the Church. In this case,
the son be lieved that it was his sa cred duty to go and so he obeyed God
rather than man. On his re turn he wrote his mother a let ter from which we
quote:

"Prof. Reynolds ac com pa nied me from Colum bus, and his pres- 
ence and valu able aid was the life of the ex pe di tion. In Chicago we
made a good be gin ning in the Nor we gian Church and gained much
valu able in for ma tion con cern ing the state of things at the dif fer ent
set tle ments of these peo ple in Wis con sin and Illi nois From Chicago
we went per steamer to Mil wau kee, the most beau ti ful city I have
ever seen, and hav ing made the ac quain tance of Judge Miller, one of
the prin ci pal cit i zens in the state, we spent a day with him in procur- 
ing ad di tional in for ma tion con cern ing the in te rior. Our plans were all
fin ished and we were to have left the next morn ing for Madi son and
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the Fox River coun try where the ma jor ity of these peo ple re side. But
the dis patch came and I was un der the ne ces sity of bid ding adieu to
Prof. Reynolds, who con tin ued on alone with as sad a heart as mine.

“Now that I am once more safely at home, I can look back and see
that all things have been ar ranged wisely and well. Had I not left
Pitts burgh when I did, Reynolds would cer tainly not have vis ited
these re gions and the at ten tion of the church in the United States
would not have been di rected to these in ter est ing peo ple.. It was high
time to do some thing for them and a lit tle longer de lay would have
been most ru inous to all our ef forts in their be half as our re ports will
show. Though my jour ney was cut off so sud denly, it was still an ex- 
ceed ingly in ter est ing and pleas ant tour, and I have re turned home
greatly re newed in health and spir its. Though I have seen so lit tle of
the West, I trust this lit tle will en able me to la bor in the Mis sion ary
with new life and en ergy in its be half and stir up the slug gish cur rent
of our Zion in the East to a proper sense of the im por tance of ac tion
and prayer for the West.”

He writes a full ac count of this mem o rable and apos tolic jour ney in the
Mis sion ary. He de scribes most ac cu rately the Nor we gian and Swedish set- 
tle ments in Illi nois and Wis con sin with his own es ti mate of the men who la- 
bored there. He seems to grasp the sit u a tion in tu itively, and in many in- 
stances un der stands the field and the ma te rial bet ter than the Scan di na vians
them selves did. We could fill pages from this in ter est ing story. Lack of
space for bids. We se lect only the ac count of Chicago and the dan gers and
dif fi cul ties of its early Luther ans.

Chicago — "Here, the Scan di na vian pop u la tion is es ti mated at
about eight hun dred to one thou sand, two hun dred of whom may be
Swedes. The Rev. P. An der son, a mem ber of the Franck ean Synod, is
pas tor of the in ter est ing Nor we gian con gre ga tion in this place. They
own a neat and com fort able frame church, and are ev i dently walk ing
in the fear of the Lord and the com fort of the Holy Ghost. It is
enough for us to know, and to state for the in for ma tion of the church
and of the pub lic, that brother An der son firmly holds the doc trines of
the church set forth in the Augs burg Con fes sion; and that he in structs
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his peo ple in the Word of God as thus ex plained; like wise us ing
Luther’s Small Cat e chism and Pon top p i dan’s Ex po si tion, for the in- 
struc tion of the youth and oth ers seek ing ad mis sion into his church.
We could have wished that more of the us ages of the Nor we gian
Church had been re tained in their wor ship, but re joice that we found
so much to com mend in their re li gious ser vices. That he is la bor ing
faith fully and suc cess fully and with the most cheer ing ev i dences of
di vine pres ence and bless ing, we are well as sured. His church is filled
with an at ten tive au di ence, many of whom tes tify by their pu rity of
life to the sound ness of their faith. The church now num bers about
one hun dred and sev enty com mu ni cants, with a con gre ga tion of
about three hun dred per sons; and gen tle men of in tel li gence not con- 
nected with it have as sured us that the in flu ence ex erted by ]. An der- 
son over the Nor we gian pop u la tion, gen er ally, is of the most salu tary
char ac ter. In fact, the most su per fi cial ob server can not but be struck
with the man i fest im prove ment and progress of the mem bers of this
con gre ga tion, in the out ward de cen cies and com forts of life, which
we take to be an in ci den tal re sult, if not a pri mary de sign, in the pro- 
mul ga tion of the gospel. ‘The tree is known by its fruits.’ The in flu- 
ence of this church upon the Scan di na vian pop u la tion can not but be
great. It stands at the door by which the great body of those tak ing up
their res i dence in Illi nois, en ter the coun try. It at once ex tends to them
the hand of broth erly love and Chris tian kind ness; it gath ers them in
from the ves sels by which they ar rive; turns away their feet from the
places of temp ta tion to the house of God; and serves as a bond of
con nec tion be tween this place and the new home wher ever they may
be set tled. Its labors can not but tell pow er fully upon the re li gious in- 
ter est of a large part of our Nor we gian im mi grants. For these rea sons,
it is ob vi ously of the high est im por tance that this church should be ef- 
fi ciently sus tained, and that it should at tain such a high stan dard of
Chris tian char ac ter and ac tiv ity, that the whole Scan di na vian pop u la- 
tion should unite in it.

"In ad di tion to this, there is an other Scan di na vian church un der the
care of a Rev. Mr. Un o n ius. This is a very neat ed i fice not quite fin- 
ished, and ca pa ble of con tain ing per haps three hun dred peo ple,
though there were not half that num ber present. Mr. Un o n ius is a
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Swede but the ser vices were in Nor we gian or Dan ish. The liturgy, es- 
pe cially the bap tismal ser vice, which is used for the bap tism of an in- 
fant, seemed to be a mix ture of the Dan ish Liturgy and that of the
Church of Eng land. The par ents are re quired at the close to ‘Bring
this child, when of a suit able age, to the Bishop to be con firmed,’ a
thing un known in our Lutheran churches, where the rite of con fir ma- 
tion is per formed by the pas tor and not by the bishop. It was in ter est- 
ing and de light ful to one ac cus tomed to the glo ri ous hymns of the
Ger man Lutheran church, to find these in a very fair Dan ish trans la- 
tion, and to hear them sung to their orig i nal and ap pro pri ate melodies.
We were also in formed by the pas tor, that he used Luther’s Small
Cat e chism, and the ex cel lent Ex po si tion of it pre pared by Pon top p i- 
dan, in the in struc tion of the chil dren of the con gre ga tion. This and
the cer e monies gen er ally, are suf fi ciently Lutheran, and had Ave
looked no fur ther, and known no more, we might have thought our- 
selves among gen uine Luther ans. But sev eral hours’ con ver sa tion
with Mr. Un o n ius, and a printed sheet which he had pub lished in the
name of his con gre ga tion, presents the sub ject in a very dif fer ent
Light, and makes his po si tion and that of his peo ple quite unique.
Mr. Un o n ius is not a Lutheran but an Epis co palian, never hav ing been
a cler gy man in the Lutheran Church, but or dained by an Epis co pal
bishop in this coun try, and reg u larly en rolled as a mem ber of the dio- 
cese of Illi nois. Nor is his church in con nec tion with any Lutheran
body in this or any other coun try. Of course, Mr. Un o n ius hav ing sub- 
scribed to the Thirty-nine Ar ti cles of the Church of Eng land, and re- 
ceived the Canons and Con sti tu tions of the Epis co pal Church in the
United States, thus re jects the Augs burg Con fes sion and other sym- 
bol i cal books of the Lutheran Church, and can in no way be re garded
as a Lutheran. Not with stand ing all this, he thus ex presses him self in
an ad dress, ’ (Ne gle Ord til de Scan di na vianske Ud van due i Chi- 
gago),’ which was some time since in dus tri ously cir cu lated among
the Scan di na vians in Chicago:

‘Among all the nu mer ous re li gious as so ci a tions, which here sur- 
round us upon all sides, the Protes tant Epis co pal Church is the only
one that an swers to the church in our na tive land. Both these churches
are real (liv ing) branches upon the holy catholic, which is ’built upon
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the foun da tion of the Apos tles and prophets, Je sus Christ be ing the
chief cor ner stone:’ they orig i nate not from any hu man au thor ity or
right, but from God him self. . . .! In one word, in the Protes tant Epis- 
co pal Church in Amer ica, al though bear ing a dif fer ent name from the
Church in our na tive land, we still be lieve that we find the char ac ter,
doc trine and faith of the for mer, — the Lutheran church. It is not so
with any other Church in this coun try, by what name so ever it may be
called.’

“In ref er ence to this ex po si tion of the prin ci ples of ‘St. Ans gar ius
Church,’ as the so ci ety over which Rev. Un o n ius pre sides is called,
we scarcely know whether to be more filled with pity and com pas sion
at the ig no rance that it dis plays or as ton ished at the bold ness and
reck less ness of its charges against the Lutheran Church in Amer ica.
We con se quently felt it to be our duty, both in a pub lic meet ing of
Scan di na vians in Rev. An der son’s church, and in a com mu ni ca tion
over our sig na tures in the ‘Prairie Her ald,’ to ex pose the flimsy
sophistry of these as ser tions, and to place such a method of pro ce dure
in its true light be fore our brethren.”While St. Ans gar ius con gre ga tion
is by its con sti tu tion, an ‘Evan gel i cal Lutheran’ church, us ing the
Lutheran hymn book and Liturgy of their na tive land, ad her ing to the
Augs burg Con fes sion, and their chil dren are in structed in ‘Luther’s
Small Cat e chism,’ it is in law, an Epis co pal church and is so rep re- 
sented in the con ven tions of the dio cese of Illi nois. A Lutheran cler- 
gy man could never be come the pas tor of this Lutheran church! "We
can not be lieve that the Epis co pal church in this coun try, will, when it
un der stands it, ap prove of the course pur sued by Mr. Un o n ius, who is
in fact es tab lish ing an Epis co pal church among our Nor we gian
brethren, un der the base less pre tense of its iden tity with the Lutheran
church of Nor way and Swe den. Leav ing or tho doxy out of the ques- 
tion, we ask whether any hon est or hon or able man, who is not self-
de ceived, can ap prove of such a course or pro ce dure? We do not for a
mo ment ques tion the right of our Epis co palian brethren to ex ert
them selves in mak ing pros e lytes out of the mem bers of our Nor we- 
gian or Swedish, or any other of our churches, but we can not bring
our selves to be lieve that they can ap prove of this mode of ef fect ing
the work.
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"A most im por tant in quiry now ad dresses it self to our Amer i can
Church, in view of this large and in creas ing pop u la tion of Scan di na- 
vians, who are mak ing their home in this New World. It is the in ter- 
est ing ques tion, what is our duty to these, our brethren in the com mon
faith? Here are vast in ter ests, phys i cal, in tel lec tual, and spir i tual,
which dare not longer be ne glected. The church should rec og nize her
re spon si bil ity, and joy fully and earnestly la bor for their wel fare. We
may thus briefly des ig nate the work that ought to be done, —

1 The Church should ex tend her sym pa thies and prayers to these
brethren. In this holy cause, all can bear a part. Our ed i tors and pas- 
tors es pe cially, can con trib ute much to this end, by the dis sem i na tion
of the in for ma tion con cern ing the wants of these in ter est ing strangers.
The whole church should re mem ber them in her so cial and pub lic
prayers.

2 A few tracts in Nor we gian and Swedish, suited to the cir cum- 
stances and wants of these im mi grants, to be cir cu lated among them
at New York and other sea, ports, on their ar rival in this coun try are
needed.

3 A mis sion ary chap lain con ver sant with both these lan guages,
should be sta tioned at New York city, to la bor among these im mi- 
grants and the Scan di na vian sea men, Avho, in great num bers, fre- 
quent that port. We earnestly com mend this sub ject to the at ten tion of
our dif fer ent mis sion ary so ci eties as one of pri mary im por tance.

4 Our ed u ca tional so ci eties and col leges should en cour age the ed- 
u ca tion of young men who can preach the Gospel in Eng lish, as well
as in their na tive lan guages. As a means to this end, the im por tance of
en dow ing a pro fes sor ship of Scan di na vian lit er a ture, in some of our
in sti tu tions, can not be over es ti mated.

If at all prac ti ca ble, all our Nor we gian and Swedish min is- 
ters and churches should unite in the or ga ni za tion of a Scan di- 
na vian Synod. The in ter ests of these peo ple im per a tively de- 
mand the ex is tence of such a Synod. It would be a cen ter of
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unity, ef fort and in flu ence to this en tire pop u la tion, and un der
God, could not fail of pro duc ing the most happy re sults.

5 The im por tance of this field of la bor to our Amer i can Zion is
im mense. These im mi grants oc cupy a vast body of the most fer tile
and beau ti ful land in the United States. With our Ger man brethren
they will form the great mass of the pop u la tion in Wis con sin and Illi- 
nois. Now is the time to lay deep and broad the foun da tion of the
churches in the north west."

Mr. Es b jorn was highly grat i fied with this re port in the Mis sion ary. The fol- 
low ing ex tract from a let ter to Mr. Pas sa vant shows not only his own grat i- 
tude but it shows in ci den tally also how the crafty Epis co palians had de- 
ceived and in vei gled the great and guile less Lutheran singer, Jen nie Lind:

“Your ‘re port’ in the Mis sion ary has given me much plea sure and
much in for ma tion. I in tend to send that num ber to the Swedish Mis- 
sion ary So ci ety at Stock holm, Swe den, and will thus lose my own
copy. I there fore beg you to do me the great fa vor to send me an other
copy of num ber ten for my own use. I feel also very anx ious that
Miss Jen nie Lind should very soon have a copy of the same num ber
ten. I dare, there fore, to beg you too, to send a copy by mail to
Rev. Dr. Robert Baird, New York, (to whom I write to day about it)
un less you think you may di rectly send it to Miss Lind. But she will
rather read it, if she gets it from his hand. I sent a let ter of re quest to
her through him be fore she ar rived in New York, but it looks as if she
had not given it much at ten tion. Mr. Un o n ius came per son ally and got
one thou sand dol lars for his am phibi ous church. Now an other let ter is
for warded to her in which the above men tioned re port is quoted. At
present, I am busy in writ ing to the Nor we gian min is ters of all col ors
about form ing a Scan di na vian Lutheran Synod. May God in His
grace en able us to build up His King dom and de stroy the power of
the devil among our coun try men!”

The above ref er ence of Mr. Pas sa vant to the Rev. Mr. Un o n ius brings to
light an im por tant move ment and cri sis in the Scan di na vian Lutheran
Church of Chicago. The smooth and bland Epis co palians had suc ceeded in
gain ing over Un o n ius a Swede, and also a Nor we gian stu dent, and had
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Epis co pally or dained them. These young men had thus be come full-fledged
Epis co pal rec tors and were en rolled among the clergy as mem bers of the
dio cese of Illi nois. It was the in ten tion to use these rene gade Luther ans to
en tice other Luther ans into the Epis co pal fold.

The Chicago Luther ans had been un for tu nate in hav ing a dis rep utable
char ac ter, named Schmidt, as their first min is ter. His ca reer was short, but
long enough to di vide the Luther ans into two hos tile fac tions. One be came
em bit tered against Schmidt and, as is so of ten the case, vented its ha tred not
only against him but against the Lutheran Church. Of this mis for tune and
dis af fec tion, the Epis co palians took ad van tage and sent Un o n ius to Chicago
to mis sion ate among the dis sat is fied ones. He gath ered a lit tle con gre ga tion
mainly out of this el e ment, called it St. Ans gar’s Evan gel i cal Lutheran
Church, palmed him self off for a Lutheran and made his de luded fol low ers
be lieve that they alone were the gen uine and true Luther ans.

The visit of Mr. Pas sa vant and Reynolds was very op por tune. They ex- 
posed the whole sit u a tion. Through the pa pers and by pub lic and pri vate an- 
nounce ments, they in vited all who were in ter ested to come and hear the
whole mat ter openly dis cussed in Mr. An der son’s church. For three days
there was a pub lic dis cus sion in the church in which a num ber of Epis co- 
palians be sides Un o n ius took part. It is need less to say that the Scan di na- 
vians of the city had their eyes opened. The schemes of the Epis co palians
were laid bare and brought to naught and many of those who had been be- 
guiled came back from the fold of Un o n ius into the Lutheran church.

Prof. Reynolds showed him self es pe cially able in this dis cus sion. "With
his large his tor i cal learn ing, he ex posed and dis proved the fal la cies and
base less as ser tions of the Epis co palians. The his tory of the Lutheran church
in Chicago might have been much sad der than it is, had not Pas sa vant and
Reynolds come to its res cue. St. Ans gar ius church still ex ists as the lone
rep re sen ta tive of Scan di na vian Epis co palian ism. It has led a pre car i ous life,
while there are a half hun dred strong Scan di na vian Lutheran Churches in
the city and sub urbs.

On this mat ter of pros e lytism, Mr. Es b jorn writes to Mr. Pas sa vant:

“It is a sad spec ta cle to see sev eral de nom i na tions in this coun try
run a race to get the ‘sim ple-hearted Scan di na vians’ into their so ci- 
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eties, rather for the pur pose of giv ing nu mer i cal strength to them- 
selves than of la bor ing for con ver sion and true life in God. If they get
one Swede or Nor we gian into their com mu nion, they seem not to
care that a hun dred will per ish by the dis trac tion and the hes i ta tion
that such a course un doubt edly will cre ate. A Chris tian min is ter of
high stand ing of the Con gre ga tional Calvin is tic Church who for merly
resided in Chicago, once said to me: ‘I would not wish that the
Swedes should be turned over to any other de nom i na tion, not even to
my own; be cause it is cer tain that if a true Chris tian Lutheran Church
be or ga nized among them, that will op er ate most ef fec tu ally upon all
Swedes to come, yea, it will, also, in a salu tary way, re act upon the
Church in our home; but if they turn over to other de nom i na tions,
such a course will pro duce prej u dices on the whole and do but lit tle
good.’ Oh! that such sen ti ments might pre vail among the for eign de- 
nom i na tions that are now so busy to sep a rate the Swedes and the
Nor we gians. Oh! that they were as anx ious for build ing up the King- 
dom of God among them, as for form ing them in ac cor dance with
new ’ Con sti tu tions and Canons! Oh! that these per sons that un der- 
take to form churches had bet ter mo tives than that ‘the tem po ral hap- 
pi ness and free dom, can not be ob tained, se cured and re ally en joyed’
with out re li gion!”

In 1851, two Nor we gian church pa pers were started in Chicago, one by the
Pas tors Preuss, Stub and Clausen and the other by Pas tor Hatlestad.
Mr. Pas sa vant gave both pa pers a hearty wel come and of fered that if any
one would send him fifty sub scribers for the Mis sion ary, he would send the
twenty-five dol lars to the two Nor we gian ed i tors to be used for the free dis- 
tri bu tion of their pa pers among those who were too poor to pay for them. In
the same year he ar ranged a col lect ing tour for Pas tor Es b jorn in the East
and as sisted him through the Mis sion ary, by let ters, and by per sonal ef forts.
He also made an earnest and elo quent plea on the du ties of the whole
church to the scat tered Ger mans.

The Ob server had pub lished this state ment:

“A re spectable writer, who knows as much about the state of Eu- 
rope as any man liv ing, says there are twenty thou sand Lutheran min- 
is ters in Ger many, of whom, in the judg ment of char ity, there are not



241

two thou sand who even pro fess to have faith in the Lord Je sus! The
Con gre ga tional Jour nal asks. Are these the men to teach our min is ters
and the o log i cal stu dents the in ter pre ta tion of the Scrip tures and
Chris tian doc trine?”

This roused Mr. Pas sa vant’s right eous in dig na tion and he de voted a col umn
to chid ing the Ob server, de fend ing the Ger mans, and lament ing the evil in- 
flu ences of the State over the Church in ev ery land where these were united.
He ends up with these glow ing words:

“No Church ever did, or ever could, pre serve its pu rity in con nec- 
tion with the State. The al liance of the Church with a worldly power,
is like the em brace of a liv ing man with a corpse: foot to foot, arm to
arm, face to face, cor rup tion to life, would not be more ter ri ble and
fa tal than such a union. Who shall de liver the church from the body
of this death? Christ has not for saken His Church. There is yet hope,
‘I thank God, through Je sus Christ our Lord’.”

When the Rev. Mr. Has selquist ar rived, Mr. Pas sa vant warmly wel comed
him, in tro duced him to the Rev. Paul An der son of Chicago, and ad vised
their co-op er a tion. These two brethren to gether or ga nized the First Swedish
Lutheran Church’ in Chicago, in 1852. For this and for the Swedish Church
in An dover and Mo line, Mr. Pas sa vant again made a most earnest plea. He
took up the first col lec tion in his church in Pitts burgh for the church in An- 
dover. At the same time he re joiced in the hold ing of the first Swedish con- 
fer ence meet ing in the United States, held in Mo line, Jan. 6-9, 1853. He
also re ported how Ole Bull, the fa mous Nor we gian vi o lin ist, who was a
Lutheran, had con trib uted to wards the build ing of Paul An der son’s church.

Speak ing of some hyp o crit i cal pros e ly tiz ers, Mr. Pas sa vant shows his
right eous in dig na tion and in ci den tally brings in Ole Bull again:

"It re quires a large share of grace, and more than an or di nary stock
of good na ture, to keep one’s peace, when read ing in our ex changes
all that is said about the poor, cold, dead Lutheran church of Eu rope
and the United States. Run-away stu dents, men of doubt ful char ac ter
and per sons who have been re fused ad mis sion to our syn ods be cause
of their stu pid ity and un fit ness, sud denly turn up in sis ter churches as
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evan ge lists and mis sion ar ies, and Amer i can au di ences hang in ec- 
stasy upon their lips, while in bro ken Eng lish they re hearse their
pompous sto ries of the con ver sion of hun dreds among their ‘poor be- 
nighted Lutheran coun try men’! These gen tle men of im mac u late ho li- 
ness, could not re main in their own church be cause of its cold ness
and for mal ity and there fore, (pi ous souls) left it lest their gar ments
might be soiled. They find it much eas ier to play the game of de cep- 
tion, and live on the hand some salaries they re ceive from the great
mis sion ary so ci eties in New York, than to be the ob scure men they
would be in their own com mu nion. And thus the old song is sung
over again un til at length even the un sus pect ing com mit tees, be gin to
sus pect that all is not right, and that in re al ity, they have been shame- 
fully hum bugged [DE CEIVED, TRICKED] all the time.

"We are not a lit tle amused at the ac count given us by Ole Bull, of
a visit which one of these gen tle men paid to him when in Cincin nati a
few years ago. The preacher had come all the way from Wis con sin, to
see his dis tin guished coun try man, and to pro cure from him a large
do na tion for a church which he had com menced for his con verts, but
on which the sher iff was cast ing an evil eye. Al though well dressed,
and duly sup plied with let ters, his ap pear ance was un for tu nately
against him. But Ole Bull heard him through, as he told his story, de- 
scrib ing the dead and cor rupt con di tion of the Lutheran Church, and
warmly set ting forth the ne ces sity of do ing some thing for true spir i tu- 
al ity by pay ing the debt of the church which he had built for his con- 
verts! Then came a les son and a re proof from his pa tient lis tener,
which took the sec tar ian all aback and made him seek for the door
with much more celer ity than he had en tered it. The thing which ex- 
cited Ole so much was, as he ex plained it, the idea that such a man,
‘so gross (fleshy) a man,’ should thus prate about spir i tu al ity, while
he bore upon his very coun te nance the un mis tak able marks of gross- 
ness and sen su al ism.

"As a spec i men of the spirit and style, in which the Lutheran
Church is spo ken of by not a few per sons, take the fol low ing beau ti- 
ful morsel, which ap pears in the Ger man pa per pub lished by the so-
called, ‘United Brethren in Christ,’ in Day ton, Ohio. It is an ex tract
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from the re port of a cer tain ‘Rev erend’ Bright, the Mis sion ary Sec re- 
tary of their Mis sion Board. This in di vid ual writes among other
things, as fol lows: ’ The Amer i can peo ple, in gen eral, are pro vided
with a liv ing min istry and the pure Gospel. But this is not the case
with the Ger mans. The great mass of these are Ro man Catholics, Old
Luther ans, and skep tics. They know noth ing of a re li gion, based upon
ex pe ri ence; their min is ters are dumb dogs, blind lead ers of the blind,
and if not de liv ered from their de cep tions, min is ters and peo ple will
stum ble and fall into the bot tom less pit.’

“This is the old song, and the old bit ter spirit of sec tar i an ism. But
we will not re turn rail ing for rail ing. INIay God for give them, for
they know not what they do.”

The Mis sion ary also re joiced in the res o lu tions of the North ern Illi nois
Synod, to which Paul An der son and the Swedes at that time be longed, to es- 
tab lish a Scan di na vian pro fes sor ship in the col lege at Spring field, Illi nois,
and com mended the project of send ing Pas tor Es b jorn to Nor way and Swe- 
den to col lect money to en dow such a chair.

We might go on fill ing page af ter page show ing not only the warm in ter- 
est and sym pa thy but also the prac ti cal help that Mr. Pas sa vant ex tended to
the Ger mans and the Scan di na vians. This was a trait of his char ac ter
through out life. He re al ized from the be gin ning that the Lutheran church is
greater than any tongue or na tion al ity and that the Lutheran faith is more
im por tant and pre cious than any synod or or ga ni za tion.
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10. Or phan Work

WHILE MR. PAS SA VANT was ex tend ing help to the scat tered
Luther ans of the dif fer ent na tion al i ties in the west, his var i ous en ter prises at
home were not laid aside. For many years he was Mis sion ary Su per in ten- 
dent of the Pitts burgh Synod. He trav eled over the widely scat tered re gions,
vis ited the churches and mis sions, ad vised, en cour aged and aided ev ery- 
where. The al most im pass able roads and the poor ac com mo da tions of the
pi o neers, he en dured, with out com plaint. He was flooded with let ters and
com plaints and ap peals of ev ery kind. Preach ers and peo ple had found him
a helper in need and ap pealed to him for aid, whether in feigned or real dis- 
tress. Hun dreds of such let ters lie be fore us. Many of them are the basest
frauds; oth ers are what the Ger mans call “un ver schaemt,” OUT RA GEOUS
and still oth ers are piti ful cases of real want. No one ex cept the good Lord
and him self ever knew how many of these were qui etly helped and how
many were car ried in his benev o lent hand and heart for years. Not only did
he do his own full share, but he also knew how to in ter est oth ers in these
pri vate char i ties. By the sim ple telling of a story of want, as he alone could
tell it; by the writ ing of a let ter, as only he could write; by a few lines in the
Mis sion ary, as he knew how to put it; he touched hearts and opened hands
on ev ery side. To this day, in the re gions of the Pitts burgh Synod, in dif fer- 
ent parts of the west and south, from Canada and from Texas, aged pas tors
or their wid ows or their chil dren tell touch ing sto ries of mis sion ary boxes
and per sonal aid sent by good Mr. Pas sa vant in the years long gone.

His con gre ga tion, its mis sion branches, the In fir mary and the Mis sion- 
ary, still de manded his time, labors and prayers. Had he enough to do? Yes,
more than enough. His mother could not help warn ing him against tak ing
upon him self more than he could bear. And yet he did take more and kept
on tak ing more as long as he lived. His long and won der ful life stands be- 
fore us as a liv ing ver i fi ca tion of the prom ise “As thy day so shall thy



245

strength be.” With added labors, he found added helpers. And here we meet
an other marked char ac ter is tic of the man — one that is gen er ally found in
ev ery great leader. He had a re mark able knowl edge of hu man na ture. He
un der stood men and women bet ter than they un der stood them selves. He
knew how to se lect his aids. He put the right helpers in the right places.
Some times he missed it. He was not in fal li ble. He could be de ceived. But
on the whole, he was won der fully suc cess ful.

We have seen how his ten der heart was touched at sight of the Jew ish
Or phan age in Lon don. The im pres sions of that hour never left him. They
moved him to the start ing of the In fir mary. Hos pi tal work al most nec es sar- 
ily de mands or phan work. Fa thers and moth ers who are home less die in the
hos pi tal. The or phans are left with out homes or pro tec tors. What is to be- 
come of them? The Pitts burgh In fir mary had not long been open be fore it
had or phans on hand. Mr. Pas sa vant was not the man to send them adrift or
to throw them on doubt ful char ity.

Over and over again he thought of that hour in Lon don. He al ludes to his
per plex i ties and doubts in these words: " The mind may have been filled for
years with painful doubts and earnest in quiries. Some cir cum stance, seem- 
ingly triv ial, may de cide the ques tion and de cide it for ever. The thought of
faith be comes the work of faith and the la bor of love. This is strik ingly il- 
lus trated in the his tory of the Home and Farm School." He re peats the story
of that hour in Lon don and con tin ues:

“How won der ful are the ways of God in His deal ings with men!
What we call ac ci dents are but His wise ar range ments. Ap par ent tri- 
fles are the im por tant links in the great chain of causes which work
out His will, and ful fill His word. Unto Him then, be all the glory by
His church through out all ages.”

The story of the fee ble be gin ning of his first Or phan age, of the tri als and tri- 
umphs of faith, as well as the state ment of the prin ci ples on which it was
founded and car ried on, to gether with a por trayal of the in ner life of the In- 
sti tu tion, Mr. Pas sa vant has him self writ ten. This re port was read at the an- 
nual meet ing of the di rec tors in 1860. We give ex tracts from what he wrote,
read and pub lished:
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"The first do na tion for the Home, was a dol lar, and the cir cum- 
stances which sug gested it, the fol low ing. In July, 184:9, the Rev. Th.
Flied ner, of the Dea coness In sti tute at Kaiser swerth, then on a visit to
Pitts burgh, was spend ing an evening with a few friends, and warmly
urged upon them the duty of mercy to the or phan. A Ger man col por- 
teur call ing at the house, lis tened at ten tively to his re marks, and on
re tir ing handed a dol lar to one of the min is ters present, with this re- 
mark, ‘Here you have a com mence ment for an Or phan House.’ Fully
oc cu pied at the time with the care of a church and the In fir mary, we
looked to oth ers to be gin this work and three years elapsed be fore
other con tri bu tions were re ceived.1

The an nounce ment of the pur pose to es tab lish an Or phan House, was first
made in the Mis sion ary of Sep tem ber, 1851. As a part of the his tory of the
In sti tu tion, and an ex pres sion of the aims and views of its founders at that
time, it is given al most en tire:

"A few friends in this vicin ity, moved by the love of Je sus Christ,
and the sad lot of the or phan, pro pose to es tab lish a Home for these
be reaved chil dren. It is de signed to be a Church In sti tu tion. AVhile
none will be ex cluded, the or phans of the min is ters, teach ers and
mem bers of the Lutheran Church will have the pref er ence in the way
of ad mis sion. The faith of the Church, as taught in her Cat e chism,
will be the ba sis of the re li gious in struc tion im parted; and the chief
aim of those who have charge of the In sti tu tion, will be to bring these
lit tle ones to the knowl edge of the Re deemer. Daily in struc tion, daily
prayer, and the watch ful over sight of a Chris tian pas tor, will be em- 
ployed with a ref er ence to this great end. In this way, it is hoped that
many ne glected or phans will be trained up in the nur ture and ad mo ni- 
tion of the Lord, and qual i fied to fill po si tions of use ful ness and re- 
spectabil ity.

"The friends who have un der taken this work, de pend wholly on
God for the means to erect the nec es sary build ings and to sup port the
chil dren. They will com mence, as soon as pos si ble, on a small scale,
and ex tend and en large their op er a tions as the need may re quire. All
dis play and use less ex pen di ture will be con sci en tiously avoided, and
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the con tri bu tions of Chris tian friends will go di rectly for the sa cred
pur poses for which they may be des ig nated.

“Words need not be mul ti plied to com mend such an In sti tu tion to
the sym pa thy of the Church. The sim ple fact, that the Lutheran
church in Amer ica, with more than one mil lion of pop u la tion, and
hun dreds of thou sands of im mi grants from the Old World, has not a
sin gle asy lum for her poor or phan chil dren, is all that need be told. In
the almshouses of our cities and sea-ports, mul ti tudes of for lorn or- 
phans may be num bered who are grow ing up amid the so ci ety of pau- 
pers and wretched women and men; and among these how many of
‘those of our own house hold’ are found, whom the Church has hith- 
erto over looked with a most un nat u ral and cruel ne glect.”

"As early as 1850, two or phans were re ceived, the sons of a cler- 
gy man from Ger many who died on his ar rival in this city. As the
Home was not yet in op er a tion, they lived in the In fir mary up wards
of two years, mak ing them selves use ful in var i ous ways and at tend ing
the pub lic schools.

“Two oth ers were ad mit ted shortly af ter, the sons of a teacher in
Switzer land, who re mained for a shorter time. Suit able places were
pro cured for them, and they have since ac quired use ful trades, with
credit to them selves and honor to their em ploy ers. The Home was or- 
ga nized as a sep a rate In sti tu tion in April, 1852, by the ap point ment of
Sis ter Louisa Marthens to the charge of the chil dren. On the 15th. of
that month, the first or phans were re ceived, two Nor we gian boys and
one girl, broth ers and sis ter, from Chicago, Ills. They were ac com pa- 
nied by the Rev. P. An der son, who gave them over to the In sti tu tion
with a pas tor’s fer vent bless ing. On the 20th of the same month, two
Ger man chil dren of a very ten der age, were ad mit ted. To these, two
of the above-men tioned boys were added, mak ing the or phan fam ily
seven in num ber. The with drawal of the two youngest chil dren in a
few weeks, and the go ing to a trade of the two larger boys, soon re- 
duced the fam ily to its orig i nal num ber. By Sep tem ber of the same
year, how ever, five other chil dren had been re ceived. One of these
was com mit ted to the In sti tu tion with many tears, by a fa ther who



248

died in the In fir mary. An other was brought to it by a jus tice of the
peace, in con se quence of the dy ing charge of her fa ther, who left his
child with his lit tle all, to the Home.”

◊ The Or phans’ Farm School, Zelieno ple, PA. 1854

Many years af ter the fore go ing re port was read the writer of this heard
Mr. Pas sa vant tell these in ter est ing sto ries of those early be gin nings:

One of the early con sign ments of chil dren was sent from Phil a del phia.
Mr. Pas sa vant went to the sta tion ex pect ing to meet a group of bright, clean
and happy chil dren. In stead of this he found them be grimed with dust of
travel and bestained with tears. When he told them who he was, one of the
larger girls ran up to him, threw her arms about his neck and sobbed:
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“So you are Mr. Pas sa vant, and you will be our fa ther.” Then and there,
he told us, he re ceived a new and needed les son on what it means to be di- 
rec tor of an Or phan age. Then he knew that he must be a fa ther and love
these des o late lit tle ones into good ness and hap pi ness. But the ro mance and
the vi sions that his fer vid imag i na tion had pic tured were gone. Or phan
work, and all mercy work hence forth meant to him the giv ing of life and
love.

When the cholera was rag ing in Chicago Mr Pas sa vant on a hasty trip to
that city found a Swedish Pas tor mak ing coffins, with his own hands, for
the poor among his peo ple who had been cut down by the pesti lence. — If
we re call cor rectly this was the Rev. Fa ther Carl son, the de voted pi o neer
mis sion ary among the Swedes of Chicago. Wring ing his hands he said to
Pas sa vant, “What shall I do with their or phaned chil dren?”

“Send twelve of them to my or phan’s home in Pitts burgh,” was the ready
re ply. The twelve were sent in charge of the Nor we gian Pas tor, Paul An der- 
son. Mr. Pas sa vant met them at the sta tion and they were soon made com- 
fort able and happy. Some of these be came men and women of mark and all
be came use ful cit i zens.

"When the Home was com menced in Pitts burgh, one in sti tu tion was
thought to be all-suf fi cient. The ex pe ri ence of the first six months, how ever,
re vealed the ne ces sity of a spe cial In sti tu tion for the larger boys. The want
of out-door em ploy ment, and many other rea sons, pointed to the coun try as
the most suit able place for this branch of the In sti tu tion.. Ac cord ingly, af ter
an ex am i na tion of dif fer ent lo cal i ties, a small farm join ing the vil lage of
Zelieno ple, But ler County, Pa., was se lected as the site of the pro posed
Farm School.. The land was pur chased in Sep tem ber, 1852, from Joseph
Ziegler, at sixty dol lars per acre, and pos ses sion was ob tained the fol low ing
April. Among the rea sons which led to the se lec tion of this land, were its
fresh .and min eral springs, its grove of no ble for est trees ad join ing the site
of the pro posed build ing, the fer til ity of the soil, the beauty of the sit u a tion,
and its seclu sion from the busy scenes of men. The lo ca tion is much ad- 
mired for its quiet beauty and the ro man tic scenery by which it is sur- 
rounded. It is alike ac ces si ble from the east and west and from the north and
south, be ing but 28 miles from Pitts burgh and ten from Rochester Sta tion
on the Pitts burgh, Fort Wayne and Chicago and the Pitts burgh and Cleve- 
land rail roads, which con nect with lead ing west ern and south ern roads.2
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It also com bines the ad van tages of all the other places pro posed, such as
gen eral health ful ness, good wa ter, cheap ness of liv ing, ac cess to a large
city, and a sur round ing com mu nity, in dus tri ous and vir tu ous.

The ne ces sity of a suit able dwelling for the di rec tor of the pro posed
school, led to the erec tion of a neat and sub stan tial Gothic cot tage in the
sum mer of 1853. Dur ing the year, other im prove ments were made, such as
the dig ging of a well, the build ing of a sta ble, out-houses, and fences. In
April, 1854, the Rev. G. Bassler of Mid dle Lan cas ter, But ler County, hav ing
been ap pointed to the charge of the Farm School, re moved into the Di rec- 
tor’s house. The ad van tage of his pres ence was soon ap par ent, not only in
the prepa ra tions for the erec tion of the main build ing, but in the im prove- 
ment of the grounds, and in his valu able co-op er a tion in ev ery thing re lat ing
to the in ter ests of the In sti tu tion.

In the spring of 1854, two years af ter the first or phans were ad mit ted, the
Home in the city was al ready crowded, and new ap pli ca tions were con- 
stantly re ceived. It was there fore de ter mined to make a com mence ment at
the Farm School with out de lay. Ac cord ingly, some rooms were rented for
this pur pose, in the build ing in Zelieno ple now oc cu pied by the Acad emy,
and in May, 1854, eight of the larger boys from the Home were or ga nized
as the first fam ily of the pro posed In sti tu tion. The ser vices of a wor thy
woman were for tu nately se cured; the most nec es sary fur ni ture was pro cured
for house keep ing, and with a stu dent as an el der brother, the In sti tu tion
went into op er a tion. The morn ings were oc cu pied in var i ous kinds of la bor
on the farm, and the af ter noons in the ex er cises of the school room, un der
the Rev. A. H. Wa ters, who had re-com menced the Acad emy in the vil lage.
In look ing back to the first year in the coun try, the re mem brance of many
try ing and un looked-for dif fi cul ties re curs to the mind. The whole was an
ex per i ment. The ex pe ri ence of oth ers was not at hand to guide us. The in- 
con ve niences at ten dant on the first trial, were un usu ally great. The rooms
oc cu pied by the In sti tu tion were so small, that the boys had to sleep in the
gar ret both dur ing the sum mer and win ter. And the en tire fail ure of the gar- 
dens and crops by the ex ces sive drought, not only made their la bor in vain,
but ren dered it nec es sary to bring most of the pro vi sions and flour from a
dis tance and at a great ex pense. Some of the ex pe ri ences of this pe riod were
as amus ing as they were try ing, but all the dif fi cul ties in ci dent to the new
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un der tak ing were met by a cheer ful faith, which turned the gloomy shad ows
into sun shine, and looked for ward to a bet ter day.

The erec tion of the prin ci pal build ing at the Farm School was the great
event in its his tory. It was orig i nally de signed to build a num ber of cot tages
for or phan-fam i lies of from ten to twelve chil dren, but on ma ture re flec tion,
and for rea sons which need not here be de tailed, it was fi nally de cided first
to erect the main build ing, which would con tain the nec es sary of fices,
school, work and din ing rooms, with kitchen for the whole In sti tu tion, and
sleep ing apart ments for sixty or eighty chil dren. Ac cord ingly, in the spring
of 1854, the ground was bro ken, and prepa ra tions made for the new ed i fice.
By July the foun da tion had been fin ished, with the ex cep tion of the range
work, which was rapidly ap proach ing com ple tion

The work was vig or ously pros e cuted. At an early hour ev ery day, be- 
tween thirty and forty men, be fore go ing forth to their toil, met in the wood- 
shed, and united with the Di rec tor in prayer to God, that He would bless the
la bor of their hands and give the In sti tu tion its daily bread. Sel dom, per- 
haps, was there more unity of pur pose and hearti ness of will among work- 
men. Though none could be poorer than the In sti tu tion, the men were paid
with a promp ti tude to which most had been strangers. It was a fre quent re- 
mark among many, that they had never be fore re ceived their wages with so
much reg u lar ity. Not only were friends raised up to con trib ute out of their
abun dance and their poverty to the ad vanc ing work, but oth ers kindly
brought money and loaned it to us with out se cu rity. Oth ers, who had fur- 
nished ma te ri als and la bor, al lowed their ac count to stand un til it be came
con ve nient to pay. Not with stand ing the heavy out lay, there was no in ter rup- 
tion, and by the end of No vem ber the build ing was roofed and en closed
with out in jury or ac ci dent. The year 1854 was thus hap pily closed and the
fol low ing en try made in the jour nal of the In sti tu tion:

‘Hith erto Hath The Lord Helped Us.’

“With this ut ter ance of grat i tude we de sire to close the year. It
would be deeply sin ful not to bless the name of God, who hath done
won der ful things for us and crowned the year with His good- 
ness.”With a record of hourly mer cies and daily de liv er ance have not
the two In sti tu tions ex pe ri enced! The of fi cers, teach ers, chil dren,
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spared in the midst of con ta gion and death, their daily bread sup plied
in the midst of gen eral want, the wis dom and coun sel of the High est
be stowed in our ig no rance and in ex pe ri ence, the nec es sary means
fur nished by gifts and loans, in ev ery time of need, preser va tion from
loss of life and limb to those en gaged on the build ing, and to the ed i- 
fice it self pro tec tion from fire and light ning and storm. Again and
again have we been taught the les son, that ‘ex cept the Lord build the
house, they la bor in vain who build it.’ And now, in the re view of the
tri als and de liv er ances of the past year, we de sire, not with words
merely, but from the heart to say: ‘Not unto us, not unto us, but unto
Thy name, Oh Lord, give glory and praise.’

Dur ing the two pre ced ing years, the labors con nected with the or phan work,
were, to a great ex tent, free from pe cu niary anx i ety. The num ber of chil dren
in both In sti tu tions had in deed in creased to twenty-four by the be gin ning of
1855, but the means for their sup port were gen er ously sup plied by a sym pa- 
thiz ing Church. Through the ac cu mu la tion of pre vi ous years and a few spe- 
cial efi Ports, the cost of the Farm, the Di rec tor’s house and other im prove- 
ments, was met with out dif fi culty, and on the first of April, 185-1, the last
obli ga tion was paid.

It is in deed true, that only 75 cents re mained in the trea sury af ter this
was done. To stand still, how ever, seemed im pos si ble. The call to go for- 
ward ap peared as from heaven. The con tracts were there fore made for the
main build ing, noth ing doubt ing that the Lord would pro vide. Look ing
back, in cold blood, upon this step, we ac knowl edge that our course seems
pre sump tu ous and in de fen si ble. But, then, we could not so re gard it. The
duty of large and im me di ate ac tion ap peared clear as the sun in the heav ens.
The abil ity of the Church for such a work, and the power of God to move
the heart, un-hoard the wealth, and prompt to gen er ous char ity, could not be
doubted. The con cur rence of many fa vor ing cir cum stances, and the vol un- 
tary of fer ings of the benev o lent, to gether with the painful and in creas ing
want of a suit able dwelling for the or phans, made the call to go for ward ir- 
re sistible.

Scarcely had the cor ner-stone of the Farm School been laid, when the
spring ing crops with ered away be fore the drought. What the heat did not
de stroy, clouds of grasshop pers con sumed. In many places, the cat tle per- 
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ished in the fields. Flour rose from five dol lars a bar rel to twelve. La bor,
build ing ma te ri als and food of -ev ery kind, ad vanced in pro por tion. But the
work could not stop with un fin ished walls. At any price, the build ing must
be en closed.

On the 14th of Sep tem ber, the cholera broke out in Pitts burgh with aw ful
vir u lence. In a fort night, nearly a thou sand per sons were num bered with the
dead. The wards of the In fir mary were crowded with the sick. Among the
vic tims of the plague, were many help less or phans, whole fam i lies of whom
were re ceived into the Home and Farm School. By this vis i ta tion, the ex- 
penses were greatly in creased at the time of painful em bar rass ment.

A few months later came the fi nan cial cri sis. Men’s hearts failed them
with fear. Strong houses were crushed by the storm. Oth ers shook to their
foun da tions. Among these, were gen er ous friends of the or phan en ter prise.
Some of the largest sub scrip tions were thus lost, but the obli ga tions which
had been as sumed in re liance on them, re mained, and only af ter years of
anx i ety and trial, could they be fi nally paid.

These were but the be gin nings of sor rows. The em bar rass ments of the
coun try were pass ing away, when the fi nan cial cri sis of 1857 caused a panic
and re vul sion through out the world. The vol un tary loans which had been
made to the In sti tu tion in pros per ous times, were now called in. Some of
them were from wid ows, and oth ers from busi ness men, and could not be
with held, and yet, while the or phan fam ily was rapidly in creas ing, the con- 
tri bu tions, in con se quence of the panic, fell off by one half. All the banks
were closed. Con fi dence be tween man and man was al most gone. There
was re lief nowhere but with God. The strug gles and plead ings of that dark
year are known only to Him. But here was ‘The an chor of the soul both sure
and stead fast, and which en tereth into that within the veil.’

At its com mence ment the Home was with out Con sti tu tion or Rules. Per- 
fect free dom, in the way of prov i den tial de vel op ment, was felt to be a ne- 
ces sity. Its plan was based upon the idea of a Chris tian home; but to de velop
that idea in an or phan in sti tu tion, is a work of time and dif fi culty. The ab- 
sence of the home fea ture, in many ex ist ing or phan asy lums, was painfully
ap par ent in the very looks of the chil dren and in all the in ter nal ar range- 
ments; but to sup ply this want and give the In sti tu tion, as far as pos si ble,
the char ac ter of that di vine so ci ety, where God has set the soli tary into fam i- 
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lies, has been the cause of con tin ued thought, anx i ety and ef fort. In ad di tion
to this, and in im me di ate con nec tion with it, other is sues were from time to
time pre sented, which could be met only af ter a pa tient ex am i na tion of all
the cir cum stances in the case, and the ap pli ca tion to them of the teach ings
of Christ. While per fec tion has not been at tained, nor even the full mea sure
of truth in its re la tion to these and to the gen eral prin ci ples of the In sti tu- 
tion, they are given as the re sults of our ex pe ri ence, af ter eight years of pa- 
tient trial, and earnest prayer for the di vine guid ance.

Chil dren Re ceived, with out Ref er ence
to the Re li gious Faith of Their Par ents

In the ap peal first sent forth, it was stated that while none would be ex- 
cluded, the or phans of the pas tors, teach ers and mem bers of the Evan gel i cal
Lutheran Church would have the prece dence in the way of ad mis sion. The
in sti tu tion hav ing been at first de signed mainly for the or phans of the
Lutheran Church, such a prece dence was thought to be nec es sary and
proper. The teach ings of Christ and of ex pe ri ence, how ever, have swept
away this slight re stric tion. It was early seen that Chris tian mercy is in fin- 
itely above all de nom i na tional dis tinc tions. It is based on the fact that Christ
comes to us in the per son of the or phan, and that whoso re ceiveth one such
lit tle child, in His name, re ceiveth Him. This prin ci ple set tled, the In sti tu- 
tion was at once placed on a purely Chris tian foun da tion. The chil dren were
re ceived “in His name,” and all lower mo tives were dis carded. From that
mo ment, they were loved and cared for be cause they were His. All doubt,
too, in re gard to their sup port, in stantly ceased. God be came the fa ther of
the fa ther less. Our chil dren ceased to be ours, and be came vir tu ally His; and
the re sources of the uni verse were all pledged for their main te nance.

En tire Or phans Alone Re ceived
In no re spect has the plan of the In sti tu tion been so ma te ri ally mod i fied, as
on this point. The first chil dren were, with few ex cep tions, half-or phans,
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and had the rules then been framed, pro vi sion would have been made for
their con tin ued re cep tion. It was sin cerely de sired to be help ful to many
strug gling wid ows in the sup port of their needy lit tle ones. Ac cord ingly,
chil dren of this class were freely ad mit ted for sev eral years, and only af ter
an ex pe ri ence the most painful and dis cour ag ing, was this re luc tantly dis- 
con tin ued. The chief dif fi culty arose from the plan of the In sti tu tion as a
Home. The heart of the home, is the parental re la tion. In the case of most
half-or phans, the In sti tu tion could not take the par ent’s place. There were
vir tu ally two par ents, the one with out and the other within. Our ef forts to
ex er cise proper dis ci pline over the chil dren failed. In sev eral in stances, this
led to a con flict of au thor ity, and be tween the two, obe di ence was bro ken
down. To the nat u ral love of the mother, was of ten added an un due ten der- 
ness be cause of or phan age, which made the gov ern ment of the chil dren and
the cor rec tion of evil habits well-nigh im pos si ble.

Other se ri ous dif fi cul ties grad u ally man i fested them selves. The chang ing
cir cum stances of the sur viv ing par ent, of ten made the chil dren com ers and
go ers. In stead of a home, the In sti tu tion be came a house-of-call. Noth ing
per ma nent could be done, in the way of Chris tian nur ture and ed u ca tion.
The very ob jects of the In sti tu tion were in dan ger of be ing de feated, in the
ef fort to at tain them. There was rea son to fear that, not with stand ing the pre- 
cau tions taken, it would be largely used for con ve nience, rather than char ity,
and that the thrift less and un de serv ing would im pose their off spring upon it,
to the ex clu sion of those who were or phans in deed. The trial made was suf- 
fi ciently dis cour ag ing. In sev eral other cases, the in ter fer ence of the par ent
was so con stant and an noy ing, that the chil dren could not be re tained.

The fi nal re sult, was the adop tion of a rule ad mit ting none but full or- 
phans. Or di nar ily, they are the most des ti tute. The In sti tu tion be comes their
home. Its of fi cers sus tain to them the re la tion of par ents, and they stand to
them more in the po si tion of chil dren. There is no con flict of au thor ity or of
con trol in their case. They are more eas ily gov erned and taught in ‘the way
they should go.’ There is a greater mea sure of char ity in their re cep tion, and
a larger prom ise of fu ture good to the or phan.
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The Chil dren to Be Legally In den tured
to the In sti tu tion
The ne ces sity for such a pro vi sion was early ap par ent. In its ab sence, their
stay was de pen dent on the whims of child hood or the caprice of of fi cious
friends. To do the chil dren jus tice, it was soon felt that their en tire con trol
was in dis pens able. In this re spect, the In sti tu tion must stand to them fully in
the place of their par ents. It is true, the car ry ing out of this ar range ment im- 
poses very re spon si ble le gal obli ga tions on the of fi cers, but in no other way
could the nec es sary con trol be se cured. If it is thought that such an au thor ity
over the chil dren ought not to be re quired, we re ply, that this ar range ment is
uni ver sal in all other Or phan Houses, and that in one or ga nized on the plan
of our Home, it is in dis pens able to its very ex is tence. In all cases, then,
where or phans are re ceived they must be legally in den tured by their friends,
the Court, or the Guardians of the Poor. In this way alone can they be
adopted into its fam ily, en joy its sup port, pro tec tion and coun sel, and re- 
ceive the le gal pledge of a proper train ing in such branches of re li gious,
sec u lar and me chan i cal knowl edge as will qual ify them for use ful ness and
re spectabil ity in af ter life.

The Chil dren to Re main un til of Age
It is this fea ture which presents the great est at trac tions and the most re pul- 
sions to dif fer ent minds. This, like wise, dis tin guishes the plan of the Home
from that of other Or phan Asy lums. A brief ex pla na tion of the rea sons
which led to its adop tion, there fore, will not be with out in ter est.

In call ing the In sti tu tion “The Home,” it was earnestly de sired to make it
a home, in the best sense of that word. It was felt, that the Church owed a
home to her des ti tute or phans, and that any pro vi sion for their wel fare short
of this, would not meet their wants, nor yet ful fill her duty to the fa ther less.
It only re mained to com pre hend the na ture of the home, and to give to the
In sti tu tion, as much as pos si ble, such a char ac ter. A tem po rary asy lum or
re treat, would not be home. The idea of per ma nence, as well as of parent- 
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age, is in sep a ra ble from it. All feel the sa cred ness of the spot men call their
home, the cra dle of their child hood, the scene of joy ous youth, and the cher- 
ished abode, toAvard which the thoughts wan der back in af ter life. To pro- 
vide such a home for his off spring, is the aim of eveiy right-minded man.
He would gather around it the adorn ments of taste, and dig nify it with the
sup ports of knowl edge, virtue and re li gion. Un der its be nign in flu ences, he
fondly hopes to rear his chil dren, and not un til they are pre pared for the
change, are they sent forth from the parental roof, to strug gle with the re al i- 
ties of life. Even then, a fa ther’s bless ing and a mother’s love fol low them,
and the sa cred en dear ments of home be come a guid ance and de fense, amid
the du ties and temp ta tions of life. Such a home the Church should give to
her or phan mem bers. She must be a fa ther to the fa ther less, and in the erec- 
tions of her char ity, the Chris tian Home, where their in fancy and youth may
be guarded and sanc ti fied by the word and by prayer, must not be for got ten.
Around it should taste gather its at trac tions, and pu rity and love make all
beau teous within. Though not their first dear home, it must yet be the home
of holy af fec tion and ten der so lic i tude and watch ful over sight; and when the
ap pointed hour of de par ture comes, with the bless ing of her pas tors and
teach ers, will these youth ful ones go forth, pre pared for the ap pointed du ties
of life. From thence, as from a home, must go out the di rect ing in flu ence to
gov ern their course; and to it, as to a home, should the heart of the or phan
turn, as to the one loved spot around which are clus tered the holi est re mem- 
brances of life.

With, such a view of the Church’s duty to the fa ther less, it will be un der- 
stood why the chil dren are re tained in the In sti tu tion, in stead of be ing
bound out in early years. While it is con ceded, that no In sti tu tion is to be
com pared to a well-reg u lated Chris tian fam ily as a home for the or phan, ex- 
pe ri ence has fully proved that those who are least qual i fied to as sume the
re spon si bil i ties of fos ter-par ents, are of ten the most ready to do so. The re- 
sult is painfully man i fest in the his tory of many or phan chil dren. Not with- 
stand ing the care ful ness of Man agers and friends, scarcely one in five, thus
put out, finds a suit able and re ally Chris tian Home. We know this from the
tes ti mony of oth ers and from per sonal ob ser va tion. Not a few of the chil- 
dren in the Home, had al ready been in from two to five fam i lies. In sev eral
in stances there was gross and shock ing abuse. In most cases, the chil dren
had been re ceived not from prin ci ple but for con ve nience, and when in her- 
ent sins and ne glected habits made them re pul sive, they were coldly thrust
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away. In con tem plat ing the case of such, we could not but un der stand the
lan guage of a poor lad, who, when asked where he had been since his fa ther
died, three years be fore, feel ingly an swered, that he ‘had been knocked
about since,’ while the scars and seams on his frail per son con firmed the
truth of his re ply!

This pro vi sion, there fore, which gives to the or phan a per ma nent home,
in which the Church has placed her pas tors and teach ers and around which
her sym pa thies and prayers clus ter, is the purest mercy to the fa ther less.
Their nur ture, ed u ca tion and de vel op ment are in her hands, and go on un der
her eye. Ev ery no ble trait is fos tered, ev ery tal ent care fully marked and im- 
proved, ev ery evil ten dency per se ver ingly re sisted, and all the habits of or- 
der, in dus try and piety dili gently cul ti vated from day to day. The child has
been adopted by the In sti tu tion ‘for bet ter or for worse’ and the mo tives of
the Gospel and the obli ga tions of the law alike bind its of fi cers to a con sci- 
en tious ful fill ment of as sumed duty. How great, in some cases, such a trial
of faith and pa tience be comes, ev ery par ent will com pre hend; but how nec- 
es sary, that when death robs the child of its nat u ral pro tec tor the Church of
the Re deemer should stand in his place and ful fill to him the of fices of a
faith ful and self-deny ing de vo tion!

The Chil dren to Be Care fully In- 
structed in Re li gion
To guard against all un cer tainty on this vi tal point, and to se cure for the
chil dren the ben e fits of a pure and pos i tive faith, what ever may be the fluc- 
tu a tions of hu man opin ion, or the de cline of truth, here after, spe cial le gal
pro vi sion is made that the Holy Scrip tures and Luther’s Smaller Cat e chism
shall be daily taught in their in tegrity by all who are em ployed as di rec tors
or teach ers in these In sti tu tions. The Church owes it to her or phan mem bers
to guard them against the per ils of er ror and to in struct them thor oughly in
the doc trine and du ties of her Evan gel i cal faith. Such in struc tion, is the
rich est bless ing she can con fer upon them, and time and ex pe ri ence alone
will fully demon strate the wis dom and mercy of this pro vi sion. In the spirit
of the prin ci ple in volved in this ar range ment, the chil dren, with their teach- 
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ers, at tend the reg u lar ser vices of the Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church. As one
of the re sults of this fa mil iar ity with the Word of God, we record with grat i- 
tude the in ter est ing fact, that the ma jor ity of the boys now at their trades,
have of their own ac cord “wit nessed the good con fes sion,” and are con sis- 
tent mem bers of the Church.

Chil dren Not Ad mit ted above a Cer- 
tain Age, Nor Those of Vi cious Habits

It has been fully demon strated by the ex pe ri ence of both In sti tu tions, that
chil dren who are more than ten years of age can not be re ceived with ad van- 
tage to the other in mates, un less in very spe cial cases. In most in stances, the
habits have be come so fixed and the char ac ters so de vel oped un der un fa vor- 
able cir cum stances, that it is a work of the great est dif fi culty to cre ate in
them the spirit of true obe di ence, or im part to them that home-feel ing, with- 
out which they be come restive and im pa tient of re straint. The ear lier, there- 
fore, chil dren are placed in the In sti tu tion, the more cer tain are they to grow
up in all the habits of obe di ence, in dus try and virtue.

Nor are or phans of vi cious char ac ter and cor rupt habits re ceived into the
In sti tu tions. A fair trial has been made with such un for tu nates, but the in- 
jury in flicted upon the other chil dren more than coun ter bal anced the good
done to them. The in flu ence for evil which one de praved child may ex ert
upon a whole fam ily, no tongue of man can ut ter and the of fi cers are un will- 
ing to im peril the prin ci ples and morals of the chil dren by the ad mis sion of
those who are proper sub jects for a house of cor rec tion. The de mands of
some per sons in be half of such chil dren are in the high est de gree un just and
un rea son able. The In sti tu tion is not a prison for old of fend ers, nor a house
of cor rec tion for youth ful crim i nals. The same prin ci ple which sep a rates
them from the fam ily, ex cludes them from the Home.

For the same rea son, those or phans are not ad mit ted who are suf fer ing
from dis eases, which would in ju ri ously af fect the health of the other chil- 
dren. Sym pa thy for their wretched ness must not in flict their mis ery upon
the rest. Other modes and places of liv ing must be sought, where they may
be taken in with out peril to oth ers.
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Such are some of the lead ing re sults to which the In sti tu tions have been
brought by the prac ti cal work ing of the past eight years. They dif fer ma te ri- 
ally from the de tails of the orig i nal plan, and have been grad u ally reached
over pre vi ously formed opin ions and ef forts, to bring about a dif fer ent re- 
sult. On this ac count they are more re li able, as they are not the o ries but the
teach ings of ex pe ri ence, gained in the dif fi cult school of trial and tested by
the op er a tion of years.

In seek ing to re store to our or phans a home, the idea of the fam ily re la- 
tion is con stantly kept in view. At the home in the city, ow ing to the pe cu- 
liar char ac ter of the build ing oc cu pied and for other causes, the chil dren are
not di vided but con sti tute a sin gle fam ily, un der the su per vi sion of two of
the Dea conesses. At the Farm School how ever, there is an ap prox i ma tion at
least to ward a ‘fam ily sys tem’ of the Rough House near Ham burg. The
boys are clas si fied into fam i lies of from ten to fif teen each and are placed
un der the spe cial care of young men of ap proved Chris tian char ac ter to sus- 
tain to them the re la tion of el der broth ers.

Mu sic and good singing we con sider, next to the Word of God, one of
the best means of touch ing the heart of the child. We there fore, teach our
boys to sing, and if they do not yet sing beau ti fully, they do their best, and
hope to im prove by and by. Eng lish and Ger man hymns and songs from dif- 
fer ent sources among which I men tion the beau ti ful col lec tion of Ger man
songs used in the ‘Rauhe Haus’ of Dr. Wich ern, called ‘Un sere Lieder’
[OUR SONGS]. We are en deav or ing to make some of these our own, and
hope the day is not far dis tant when a vol ume of ‘Our Songs,’ printed by
our boys, will be in the hands of many of our friends.

A lively sense of obli ga tion to those with whom it has been our hap pi- 
ness to be more im me di ately as so ci ated in the or phan work, will not suf fer
us to close this re port with out a few re marks. The hand of Prov i dence has
been as plainly man i fest, in qual i fy ing and bring ing to gether the re quired
la bor ers, as in pro vid ing the means nec es sary for the sup port of the In sti tu- 
tions.

From the com mence ment of the Home, sev eral of the sis ters of the Dea- 
coness In sti tu tion have de voted them selves wholly or in part to the care of
the chil dren, a ser vice of toil and anx i ety which can be ap pre ci ated only by
those ac quainted with the pre vi ous sur round ings of ne glected or phan age. In
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the day when that which is done in se cret shall be re warded openly, their la- 
bor of love and pa tience of hope will find a glo ri ous re ward, in the sal va tion
of many a res cued child, and the eter nal bene dic tion of Christ him self:
‘Inas much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, ye have done it
unto Me.’

From the or ga ni za tion of the Farm School, in 1854, to the present time,
the Rev. G. Bassler has sus tained to it the re spon si ble re la tion of Di rec tor
and has resided in the Di rec tor’s house, ad join ing the main build ing. To his
fi delity, prac ti cal tact, and self-sac ri fice, the In sti tu tion is largely in debted,
not only for its eco nom i cal man age ment but like wise for the good be hav ior
and gen eral im prove ment of the pupils. Mr. Bassler is at the same time pas- 
tor of the Eng lish Lutheran con gre ga tion in the vil lage, the Sun day-school
and church of which the chil dren reg u larly at tend.

Dur ing the first year and a half, the du ties of teacher at the Farm School
were dis charged by dif fer ent per sons who ap peared to have been sent in the
very hour of need. In No vem ber, 1855, how ever, the In sti tu tion was so for- 
tu nate as to se cure the ser vices of Mr. G. C. Holls, then prin ci pal of the
acad emy in Pomeroy, Ohio, as Head Mas ter and House Fa ther to the boys.
Hav ing spent sev eral years in the cel e brated ‘Rauhe Haus’ of
Rev. Dr. Wich ern, and since then greatly en larged his ex pe ri ence by teach- 
ing, study and travel, he brought with him to his new po si tion qual i fi ca tions
as rare as they are valu able. En ter ing into the or phan work from prin ci ple,
he has de voted him self to the wel fare of the chil dren with great as siduity
and ren dered the most im por tant ser vices in de vel op ing the in ward life of
the In sti tu tion.

What ever may have been the anx i eties and labors of our po si tion, in the
gen eral su per in ten dence of the In sti tu tions, they have as suredly not been
more per plex ing than the daily du ties and cares of these, our beloved as so- 
ciates. With out their valu able aid, lit tle could have been ac com plished. The
ma te rial struc ture might in deed have arisen, and the out ward or ga ni za tion
have been made, but the true home-life within would have been want ing. To
these our fel low la bor ers is largely ow ing the mea sure of suc cess which has
been at tained, and with pro found grat i tude to God we record their ca pac ity,
fi delity and self-sac ri fice in this holy work, as among the great est bless ings
which have been con ferred upon the In sti tu tions.
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Our sin cer est ac knowl edg ments are like wise due to Mrs. Rev. Bassler,
Mrs. Holls, and Mrs. Got tlieb, the ma tron, for the many and valu able ser- 
vices which they have so cheer fully ren dered to the in mates of the Farm
School, and for their kind at ten tion to the nu mer ous strangers, vis i tors, and
rel a tives of the or phans.

We would be do ing vi o lence to our feel ings, did we not, in con clu sion,
ex press our great in debt ed ness to theRev.H.Reck, of Pitts burgh, for his gen- 
er ous sac ri fices of time, la bor and po si tion in be half of the In sti tu tions.
Though pre vented un til lately by pas toral du ties, from an of fi cial con nec- 
tion with them, he has nev er the less, for the past six years, shared largely
with us in the un avoid able toil and drudgery of this work. Re cently, he has
even re signed his church, that he might de vote him self more fully to the re- 
lief of the suf fer ing and the fa ther less. The as sis tance, thus ren dered, which
money could scarcely have pro cured, was given as cheer fully as it was be- 
stowed gra tu itously.

"We have re ferred thus pub licly to our as so ciates in the Home and Farm
School, not for vain com pli ment, nor yet merely in the way of de served ac- 
knowl edg ment, but mainly to re move the im pres sion that these In sti tu tions
are the re sult of in di vid ual ex er tion. All who have been en gaged in their es- 
tab lish ment and care, have alike given their pains and prayers and toils to
the com mon end.

The Home and Farm School Mere com menced un der the clear con vic- 
tion that the cause of the fa ther less is “the cause of God. Our sole re liance
was on Him, who had gra ciously promised to sup ply all our need through
Je sus Christ. The or di nary modes of paid agency were there fore dis- 
carded.”Beg ging" ser mons and ap peals were per sis tently re fused. Only
where it was re quested, was a sim ple state ment of the ob jects and plans of
the In sti tu tions made at the close of the ser vice or in the Sun day-school.
Col lec tions were sel dom taken, and of fer ings were pri vately handed in, or
were sent to the Trea surer. Ev ery thing was avoided which would mar the
pu rity of Chris tian faith, or weaken the fer vor of that Di vine char ity, which
flows with out con straint from love to God.

Go ing thus forth with out purse or scrip, to re ceive ev ery in di gent or phan
child of the req ui site age and char ac ter, the ques tion may be asked, “Lacked
ye any thing?” Af ter an ex pe ri ence of eight years, Ave must joy fully an swer,
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“Noth ing.” Ev ery wor thy ap pli ca tion has been cor dially wel comed. And
yet, God has given our chil dren bread and flesh ev ery day, and wa ter from
the brook. He has pro vided them a house to dwell in, such as his own dear
Son had not. Ev ery real want has been sup plied. In the midst of scarcity and
em bar rass ment, the In sti tu tions could say with the apos tle, ‘as sor row ful,
yet al ways re joic ing; as poor, yet mak ing many rich; as hav ing noth ing and
yet pos sess ing all things.’ What seemed to our im pa tience, with held or be- 
stowed only in mea sure, is now clearly seen to have been for the high est
good. It h&s taught the dif fi cult les son of de pen dence upon God. It has led
to a sim pler faith, and to strong cry ing to the Lord. It has ren dered in dis- 
pens able the strictest sys tem and econ omy in the ad min is tra tion of af fairs. It
has pre vented in dul gence, soft ness and ease among the chil dren. It has re- 
sulted in a train ing, fru gal, earnest and manly. Poverty, strug gle and em bar- 
rass ment have been a school whose, teach ings have been above price

The New Home in Ger man town, Pa

Though not con nected with the Home or Farm School, by any out ward or- 
ga ni za tion, the Home at Ger man town, in some sense at least, may be re- 
garded as an off shoot of these In sti tu tions. From their com mence ment, a
lively in ter est was man i fested in their wel fare, by the pas tor and con gre ga- 
tion of St. Michael’s Lutheran Church in Ger man town, and a zeal ous band
of ladies were as so ci ated in la bor ing for the sup port of the fa ther less. The
bread thus cast upon the wa ters was found again af ter many days. The re lief
of par ent-less chil dren abroad awak ened at ten tion to the same class nearer
home. The de sire was re peat edly ex pressed by the pas tor’s wife, to be more
di rectly en gaged in the same blessed work, and eight years ago, a dol lar was
placed in her hands, as the first do na tion to ward this ob ject. Seven years
passed away, dur ing which she greatly de sired ’to carry out in faith the
thought of faith, which God had put into her heart. But sick ness and other
causes hin dered the re al iza tion of this de sire. At length God’s time came,
and ev ery ob sta cle dis ap peared. A small house was rented “in the name of
the Lord,” the nec es sary fur ni ture pro cured, and in the early part of March,
1859, Sis ter Louisa Marthens, with four or phans from the Home in this city,
ar rived in Ger man town, and en tered into the hum ble dwelling which had
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been se lected as the cra dle of the East ern Home. In the short space of eight
weeks, seven new or phans were re ceived, and the ser vices of a Ma tron hav- 
ing been se cured, our sis ter and her lit tle charge re turned to Pitts burgh.
Since then, the progress of the new In sti tu tion has been as rapid as it is grat- 
i fy ing. The prin ci ples of the Home and Farm School have been adopted,
and have been found, on trial, to meet ev ery want. A Board of Man agers,
con sist ing of two ladies from each Lutheran Church in Phil a del phia, with a
Di rec tress, su per in tend its af fairs. Thir teen or phans now com pose the fam- 
ily, and a four teenth has been sent to the Farm School at Zelieno ple. A
small rented house has given place to a larger one of their own, which, with
its ex ten sive grounds has been pur chased at a cost of seven thou sand dol lars
and of which nearly two-thirds have al ready been paid. While we pen these
lines, the or phans are re mov ing into their new home.

The Or phan House in Ger man town, though not un der the same man age- 
ment as the Par ent In sti tu tion, is one with them in prin ci ples, aims and
plans. No em u la tion ex ists be tween them, but to ex cel in be ing help ful to
each other and to the fa ther less. The boys of the new home, for the present,
are sent to the Farm School, on ar riv ing at the re quired age, just as they are
trans ferred to it from the Home in Pitts burgh. Its fu ture his tory is with God,
who hath called it into life, and whose shall be all the glory for its suc cess."

The Trea surer’s re port, read at the same time, closes with these words:

“The re port is earnestly sub mit ted with the sin gle re mark that the
im por tant and la bo ri ous ser vices of the Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant have,
from the com mence ment, been given to both In sti tu tions with out
charge. He has from the be gin ning re fused a com pen sa tion and has
thus, in ad di tion to his gen er ous per sonal do na tions saved the In sti tu- 
tion many thou sands of dol lars in salary.”

In the above in ter est ing and full re port, Mr. Pas sa vant has not re counted all
his tri als. Doubt less among the sor est of these was the fact that many of
those on whom he had counted for en cour age ment and sup port not only wa- 
vered and dis cour aged but pos i tively op posed him. So, when about to pur- 
chase the first thirty acres for the Farm School, a warm and val ued friend
re mon strated: “Why Mr. Pas sa vant, do not do it. Just think! flour is eleven
dol lars a bar rel and pota toes a dol lar and a half a bar rel.” “Yes, I know it,”
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he qui etly an swered, “but God wants me to be gin or He would not have sent
me these poor chil dren to care for. The Lord will pro vide.”

Prob a bly noth ing hurt him so much as the de cided op po si tion of his
good mother. To this we shall re fer later.

Cer tainly, one of the most highly prized do na tions for the or phan work
in those early days was a gift of twenty-five dol lars sent, at the re quest of
young Mr. Krauth’s wife on her dy ing bed, by the bro ken-hearted hus band.

Nov. 8, 1861, a fire broke out in the build ing used as the Girl’s Or phan
Home in Pitts burgh. While the build ing it self was saved, the con tents were
al most en tirely ru ined. This meant new anx i eties and labors for Dr. Pas sa- 
vant. The event, how ever, served also to bring out anew the sym pa thies and
char i ties of many friends.

◊ The Or phan Farm School, Zelieno ple, PA

At the open ing of the new year, Mr. Bassler took upon him self a con sid- 
er able part of the du ties which Dr. Pas sa vant had hith erto per formed.
Mr. Reck, at the same time, was made Di rec tor of the Home in the city. This
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took an other load from the shoul ders of Dr. Pas sa vant. He still re mained Di- 
rec tor of the Dea coness In sti tu tion and of the In fir mary. He still had the re- 
spon si bil ity of rais ing the sup plies for all three In sti tu tions.

In De cem ber of the same year a worse calamity than the one in Pitts- 
burgh be fell the Farm School at Zelieno ple. Of this Mr. Pas sa vant writes in
the Christ mas num ber of the pa per:

" ‘Our holy and beau ti ful house’ for the fa ther less, the ob ject of
years of anx i ety, toil and sac ri fice and the cher ished ‘home’ of our or- 
phan boys, ‘is burned with fire.’ The de struc tion is com plete. Al ready
on the evening of the sixth the en tire north wall, not with stand ing its
great thick ness, fell car ry ing with it most of the in te rior walls, while
those that re main are so much in jured that they can not stand. So in- 
tense was the heat, that the stone foun da tion in cer tain places is burnt
and bro ken up as if a bat tery had played upon it for hours.

"Of the ori gin of the fire, noth ing cer tain is known. The most
prob a ble sup po si tion is that it was caused ei ther by a de fec tive flue or
by too close prox im ity of some tim ber to the chim ney through the
care less ness of the ma sons. When first dis cov ered at ten o’clock on
the morn ing of the sixth, smoke and flame were break ing forth from
the eaves of the en tire roof. In a few mo ments more the cupola was in
a blaze, and shortly af ter, the bell came dowTi with a fear ful crash.
The chil dren were at the time in their fam ily rooms, prac tic ing
singing un der the di rec tion of the ’Broth ers, ’and were at once re- 
moved to a place of safety. As the wind blew a per fect gale, all hope
of ex tin guish ing the fire was aban doned and ev ery ef fort di rected to
save the fur ni ture, cloth ing, etc. on the lower sto ries. In this good
work, the teach ers were most nobly as sisted by the peo ple who came
from the vil lage and vicin ity. Some of these even risked their lives in
sav ing prop erty, and ceased their ex er tions only when their re treat
was cut off through the doors and they were obliged to es cape from
the burn ing pile through the win dows. Their re ward was the con- 
scious ness that by their united ex er tions more than half the fur ni ture,
books, cloth ing and bed ding were safely brought out and that al- 
though most of the win ter pro vi sions and stores were un for tu nately
con sumed, yet that not a few valu able ar ti cles were res cued even at
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the last mo ment which are of es sen tial ser vice in this our time of
need.

"When all was over, the sight which was wit nessed around the Di- 
rec tor’s house, drew tears from many eyes un used to weep. In the
fore ground were the black ened walls and smok ing ru ins of the once
beau ti ful Farm School. The gar dens and play grounds were cov ered
with fur ni ture, boxes, bed ding, books and cloth ing. The Di rec tor and
House fa ther with their house holds, the broth ers and their fam i lies of
fifty-five or phans, and the var i ous helpers in the work, looked sadly
on the scene and seemed for the first time to re al ize their loss. The
poor chil dren ap peared to feel it most deeply. Once be fore in their
young life had they been be reaved in the loss of both par ents and a
home and now for the sec ond time their ‘home’ was gone! Whither
were they now to go?What were they to do un der this new and ap- 
palling calamity? Many wept as if their hearts would break. Oth ers
brushed away their tears and ad dressed them selves to the du ties of the
hour. In a short time, wag ons were sent by the vil lagers and all were
en gaged in re mov ing the scat tered fur ni ture and cloth ing to the neigh- 
bor ing barns and houses. So gen eral was the sym pa thy felt for the
chil dren that they were taken into the fam i lies of the cit i zens and
treated with great kind ness. On Sun day morn ing at 8:30 o ’clock they
re ported at the Di rec tor’s house and in their week day clothes went as
usual two by two, to the vil lage Sun day-school. That Sun day was a
sor row ful one and will never be for got ten by those young friends.

"Im me di ately af ter the fire, a mes sen ger was sent to us at
Rochester, twelve miles dis tant, and af ter church on Sun day morn ing
we at once went to Zelieno ple. We found the friends weary and
down cast, but af ter the rest of the night calm and hope ful. Though
their ‘flight was in win ter,’ and dif fi cul ties seemed to thicken around
their path, we re joiced one with an other be cause of our re main ing
mer cies. The preser va tion of life was a cause of spe cial thanks giv ing.
The mer ci ful ex emp tion from all ac ci dents was an other. For the first
time, we re al ized that ’ the life is more than meat and the body than
rai ment.’ But a cause of the most de vout grat i tude to God was that no
moral calamity has be fallen the In sti tu tion, no break ing down of prin- 
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ci ple, no de nial of faith, no dy ing out of love to Christ and to those ’
lit tle ones who be lieve in Him. ’ If we wept to gether, it was not tears
of earthly sor rows be cause of the de struc tion of prop erty or the dis- 
com forts and em bar rass ments of our al tered cir cum stances, but tears
of thank ful joy that we have been to gether kept by the power of God
from the great moral calami ties which, but for His pre serv ing grace,
might have long since over whelmed both us and the work of our
hands.

"The amount of our pe cu niary loss by the fire, with out count ing
the cost of tem po rary shel ter and the in creased ex penses of liv ing,
may be set down at twenty-five thou sand dol lars. On this there is an
in sur ance of ten thou sand dol lars, which it is ex pected will be paid af- 
ter sixty days. It is very de sir able that this sum should at once be in- 
creased to twenty-five thou sand dol lars so that prepa ra tions for en- 
larged ac com mo da tions may be com menced with out un nec es sary de- 
lay. We are deeply grate ful for the sym pa thy which has al ready been
man i fested from var i ous quar ters and be lieve that with the di vine
bless ing this amount can be ob tained.

“In re ply to the in quiries, where are the chil dren and what are they
do ing? we would state that a num ber of them are yet very kindly en- 
ter tained by the friends in the vil lage of Zelieno ple, while the re main- 
der are liv ing for the time at the Acad emy in the fam ily of Prof. Titzel
and at the Di rec tor’s house with the fam ily of Rev. G. Bassler. The
num ber of in mates at present, in the dwelling of the lat ter alone, is
twenty-seven, and three sev eral times must the ta ble be spread at each
meal in or der to ac com mo date them! We deeply sym pa thize with all
con cerned, in the dis com forts and in con ve niences of their sta tion, but
re joice that they bear up nobly un der this trial. The erec tion of the
plank ‘Bar racks’ goes on slowly ow ing to the great dif fi culty of get- 
ting work men. The haul ing of lum ber twelve miles over the win ter
roads is also a dif fi cult un der tak ing. So far as em ploy ment for our
boys is con cerned, there will ev i dently be no lack. The clean ing away
of the rub bish, and es pe cially of be tween seven and eight hun dred
thou sand brick from the walls of the old build ing, will re quire much
time and toil. A com mence ment has been al ready made at this time,
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but af ter a week’s work, it seems scarcely com menced. It is hoped
that in a few days more sev eral of the tem po rary houses will be up
and that when the scat tered chil dren are once more ar ranged in their
ac cus tomed fam ily or der the em bar rass ment will grad u ally cease to
be so painfully felt. For the present, it is ev i dent that no ad di tional or- 
phan boys can be re ceived, the friends at Zelieno ple hav ing their
hands full of dif fi cul ties both from with out and from within. They de- 
serve the sym pa thy and co-op er a tion of all good men, for the loss is
most in con ve niently felt in the do mes tic af fairs of the In sti tu tion.”

On the oc ca sion of a visit to Steubenville, Ohio, Dr. Pas sa vant was in vited
to ad dress the stu dents of the Young Ladies Sem i nary of that place. At the
close of his ad dress, the prin ci pal. Rev. Mr. A. ]. Reed re quested him to say
some thing to the young ladies of his work for the or phans, which he did in
his usual, happy way. A week later, he re ceived this let ter:

“Please find en closed my check for twenty-five dol lars, the
amount of a col lec tion the young ladies have made for the or phans
un der your care. It is their own free-will of fer ing. What was said has
ev i dently reached their hearts, and they begged me to let them do
some thing to help along this no ble cause. This I am most happy to do,
and now send the re sult. May God abun dantly bless you, in your ef- 
forts to ame lio rate the con di tion of the poor and af flicted. In the best
of bonds.”

Of the cost of keep ing the Home and Farm School, he writes:

“Some may be dis posed to ask, have not the ex penses of the In sti- 
tu tion been met dur ing the past year?”We an swer frankly, ’ Not by
one half. ’ If any one is cu ri ous to know what it costs to keep up two
in sti tu tions, with some eighty or more or phans, let him take a pen cil
and fig ure it out. For ex am ple, look at one item of food. There are on
an av er age, at least three bar rels of flour con sumed ev ery week, mak- 
ing in the course of a year, say, one hun dred and fifty bar rels! If flour
costs but six dol lars per bar rel, and it is of ten much more, lo! here is
the flour of nine hun dred dol lars! Now, let it not be for got ten that
man ‘does not. live by bread alone,’ and any one can es ti mate the cost
of cloth ing, shoes, feed ing and school ing of such a troop of young- 
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sters who have good ap petites, are grow ing finely and, like all ac tive
chil dren, are ‘hard on clothes’! If any one is fond of fig ures he can
count up the do na tions of the past few weeks and he will see what
pro por tion of the whole is gone to pay the flour bill alone! We hope
no one will be fright ened and give up in de spair. It is but a lit tle thing
for God, who careth for all, to pro vide for his fa ther less ones. Let us
re joice that we are per mit ted to bear our part in this blessed work, and
may the bread we thus cast upon the wa ters be found again af ter
many days!"

Dr. Pas sa vant was gen er ally averse to so lic it ing State aid for his in sti tu tions.
He wanted them sup ported by gifts prompted by love, and felt that State aid
would dry up the foun tains of true benev o lence. In 1864, how ever, some of
his friends se cured a grant of 5000 for the Or phans’ Farm School. Of this he
writes to Bassler:

“You have seen by the pa pers that the Leg is la ture agreed to give
us 5000 for the Farm School. This was wholly with out any ef fort on
our part and we have sub mit ted to it as from the Lord. It has, how- 
ever, com pletely stopped my sub scrip tions here. For six weeks I have
not been able to ask for a dol lar. My sug ges tion to you is that we ap- 
pro pri ate this sum for the pur chase of ad di tional land.”

The Doc tor had many en cour ag ing and com fort ing com pen sa tions for his
un selfish labors. In ci dents like the fol low ing were al ways ap pre ci ated. They
were more highly prized than riches or worldly hon ors. They brought what
gold could never bring. Out side of the con scious ness of God’s ap proval and
bless ing, these ev i dences of ap pre ci a tion and ac com plished good were the
joys of his life. He was hu man enough to ap pre ci ate ap pre ci a tion. We sub- 
mit these in ci dents which show:

What Be comes of Our Or phan Boys

"In look ing over a bun dle of let ters from some of our dear chil- 
dren, the thought oc curred to me that if some of our kind friends
could read short ex tracts from a few of them, it would be of in ter est.
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Fre quently the ques tion is asked, ‘Do you ever hear any thing of the
boys af ter they go away? “Do they ever write?” Do you know what
they are do ing, or where they are?’

"How com fort ing to us and sat is fac tory to bene fac tors to read:
‘Ten years ago I left your in sti tu tion, and look back on the days spent
there with pleas ant mem o ries. I would like to hear again from my
home: this is my pur pose in writ ing. My race be ing in a crude state of
civ i liza tion and need ing the teach ings of Chris tian ity, I speak in be- 
half of them. Bor der ing the county, in which I live, my peo ple live in
a wide ter ri tory re served for them by the United States. Mis sion ar ies
are work ing among us, but I speak for more help. In know ing the
Lutheran church and what it is com posed of and hav ing been taught
its tenets, I could lend aid to the work among my peo ple, and fruit ful
ends might be at tained.’ This is from an In dian boy who is now
study ing in a lawyer’s of fice in Ne braska.

"An other writes from Ohio, who is a pho tog ra pher and copies pic- 
tures in col ors: _It has been a lit tle over five years since I left the
Home. Al though but a short time, many changes have been wrought,
and things are not what they seem to be; ‘old things have passed
away, and all things have be come new.’ My wild, ram bling no tions
en ticed me to wan der into the world to seek its plea sures, but worldly
plea sures would not suf fice. Some thing whis pered to me that my mis- 
sion was to be more than a sailor, and of ten when ridiculed by my
com pan ions for not join ing them in their wrongs, and when far from
friends and home, and among those who scoffed at re li gion, even
then the good Spirit fol lowed me and kept knock ing at the door of n.y
heart, and I have found that God is more will ing to for give than we
are to be for given. The world I found to be cold and friend less, so dif- 
fer ent from what I ex pected, but each con flict and trial has brought
back more vividly the good ad vice of my kind su pe ri ors which was
so of ten dis re garded and un ap pre ci ated at the time. The parental care
and train ing which I re ceived can never be for got ten, and when I look
around and see the con di tion of so many who have been brought up
care lessly, I feel grate ful to my Heav enly Fa ther that He took me and



272

placed me among Chris tian friends to re ceive Chris tian train ing,
which is worth more to me than any thing the world could give.’

"An other who is work ing on a farm in west ern Penn syl va nia ex- 
presses his re grets that he was not more stu dious while in School. ‘I
miss it now. I think it so strange, some thing al ways seems to re strain
me; I mean in this way: One evening I went down to the store, and
some of the boys bought beer, and they tried hard to get me to drink,
but I would not touch it. I never will drink a drop. Some thing al ways
keeps me back, some Scrip ture text comes into my mind, and I don’t
for get them eas ily.’

"An other dear child, un der date of Jan u ary 13, 1889, now en gaged
in teach ing school in Kan sas, writes thus: ‘There is no church here,
and the first week I taught here the chil dren coaxed me to start a Sun- 
day-school. I tried to dis cour age them, but they in sisted, and brought
me money to send off for needed ma te rial, and when we met the first
Sun day the school house was full of chil dren, and not an adult be side
my self. I felt quite ner vous, but I asked God to guide me what to do,
so we sang sev eral hymns, read the Scrip tures, had a prayer, and then
I told them to come again next Sun day and to be sure and bring their
par ents along, which some few did. Ev ery Sun day we have from
thirty to forty-five schol ars in at ten dance. I am fond of the work, I
love Je sus bet ter than my life and will work for Him, for it is my
chief plea sure. The peo ple here are from the New Eng land States, and
are not churchly.’

"And here is an other: Dur ing the ab sence of the Ed i tor at the Wart- 
burg Home, near New York, a gen tle man called at his house and in- 
tro duced him self as a brother of a fam ily of four Swedish or phans
who had been re ceived into the Home in this city in the first year of
its his tory, and who re mained here un til they grew up and went forth
to po si tions of use ful ness and re spectabil ity in the West. Dis ap pointed
as he was at not meet ing us, he yet re mained in pleas ant con verse
with our fam ily and ex pressed his un af fected grat i tude to God at the
lov ing Prov i dence which had watched over the younger chil dren who
were cared for in Pitts burgh, and the el der ones who con tin ued on
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their way with a com pany of Swedish em i grants. These, on be ing dis- 
cov ered to be in the great est want, were pro vided with food and the
needed means to take them to Chicago, and a Swede who spoke Eng- 
lish was sent with them to pro tect them from a worse fate than that
which threat ened them here. No one could be more grate ful than this
wor thy man. He had been to the Outer De pot in the Fifth Ward to find
the old shed, where in ab so lute poverty a com pany of forty poor
Swedish em i grants had waited and prayed to God for de liv er ance.
Then a boy of twelve years of age, he re mem bered the dread ful fast
of thirty-six hours, the de spair ing cries of hun gry par ents and starv ing
chil dren for bread, and the scenes which fol lowed the ar rival of one
with an in ter preter, and the am ple sup ply of food, the sep a ra tion
which quickly fol lowed from his broth ers and sis ters, the tak ing of
the Chicago train and their ar rival there. He sup posed that we had
done it all, and he looked upon us al most as an earthly sav ior. But he
was mis taken in the per son who re ally did it. This was only one of the
many mer ci ful acts of the late George Wey man, Sr.. whose ser vices
and sac ri fices, un der God, bore so im por tant a part in the es tab lish- 
ment of the Eng lish Lutheran Church of this city. When the chil dren
were brought to us, all the nec es sary ar range ments had been made for
the com fort and re moval of these help less im mi grants, and the poor
peo ple soon went on their way west re joic ing. In this and num ber less
other acts of mercy ‘the work’ of this un ob tru sive but re ally great and
good man ‘fol low him,’ and though he rests from his labors, he yet
lives and labors might ily for God.

“The Swedish gen tle man in ques tion is now at the head of a large
man u fac tur ing com pany in a west ern city. He is also an of fi cer in a
lead ing Swedish Lutheran con gre ga tion of the Au gus tana Synod,
which on next Sun day will ded i cate to the ser vice of Christ the largest
and most costly Swedish Lutheran church in Amer ica. What an il lus- 
tra tion this of the im por tance of car ing for the poor, the fa ther less and
the stranger within our gates! Alas! that through our ne glect of Christ
in the per sons of His suf fer ing ones we not only lose the riches of
faith and the vast ca pa bil i ties of good which are found in men, but
that we lose the pres ence and fel loAv ship of Christ who said, ‘Inas- 
much as ye did it unto the least of my dis ci ples, ye did it unto me.’”
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1. That min is ter was him self.↩ 

2. The B. & O. E. K. now passes through the town.↩ 
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11. Life And Work In Pitts burgh

WE RE TURN to the life and work in Pitts burgh. Mr. Pas sa vant was
still pas tor of the now large and widely scat tered Eng lish Lutheran church.
That church had be come a fruit ful mother.

In Birm ing ham a large cor ner lot had been se cured on Car son Street. A
neat brick chapel had been built, called Grace Eng lish Evan gel i cal Lutheran
Church. The Rev. H. Reck be came the first set tled pas tor. He made his
home with Mr. Pas sa vant and, in ad di tion to his pas toral labors, as sisted on
the Mis sion ary and as chap lain of the In fir mary. Mr. Pas sa vant in turn as- 
sisted in rais ing funds for the build ing of Grace church.

In Al le gheny a frame chapel was built on Lib erty Street where Mr. Pas- 
sa vant, with the as sis tance of his mem bers, gath ered a Sun day-school and
or ga nized a con gre ga tion called Trin ity Eng lish Lutheran church. Of this
church the Rev. Mr. Gottman be came the first set tled pas tor.

In Man ches ter a Sun day-school and con gre ga tion had been gath ered by
Mr. Pas sa vant and his peopel. A lot had been se cured and a chapel was in
process of build ing in 1850. When it was un der roof and paid for as far as
fin ished, a hur ri cane blew it down. It was never re built but af ter many years
Emanuel Eng lish Lutheran church took its place.

In East Lib erty a lot was se cured, a Sun day-school and con gre ga tion
gath ered, and the Rev. J. K. Plitt be came the first pas tor. Christ and Bethany
Eng lish Lutheran churches are there to-day as a fruit of these early ef forts.
Out of Christ church has grown an Eng lish Lutheran church at Wilkins burg.

In 1853 sev eral acres of ground were se cured near the mouth of
Chartier’s Creek, and Mt. Cal vary church was erected on it. This church in
af ter years be came the ba sis from which a young pas tor op er ated on the Al- 
le gheny side, built Mt. Zion church and con gre ga tion, started the work of
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Memo rial church, re gath ered and re or ga nized the rem nants of the aban- 
doned St. John’s church out on the Per rysville Road.

Un der Mr. Pas sa vant a Sun day-school was also car ried on in Ba yard- 
stown and an other in Lawrenceville. For want of proper sup port these were
af ter wards aban doned.

In that old Sev enth Street church the Pitts burgh Synod was or ga nized,
mainly through the ef forts of its young pas tor, in 1845. In it the first col lec- 
tion was taken for the first Protes tant hos pi tal in the United States. In 1850
the first Amer i can dea coness was solemnly set apart for the min istry of
mercy within its walls. Her name was Catharine Louisa IMarthens. She had
been cat e chized and con firmed by Mr. Pas sa vant. From his lips she had
heard the story of the blessed work of the Kaiser swerth dea conesses. She
was present when the four sis ters from Kaiser swerth were con se crated by
Pas tor Flied ner, When the hos pi tal was opened in Al le gheny and no means
were at hand she heard how her pas tor and stu dent Wa ters had washed and
nursed the first pa tients. Her heart, warm in its first love to the Sav ior,
moved her to of fer her ser vices, and she be came the first reg u lar nurse. She
helped to nurse the first cholera pa tients. She was present when the house
was mobbed and stoned as a “pest house.” She stood by her post, moved
with the pa tients to Lacyville, and be came the first nurse of the Pitts burgh
In fir mary. She be came the first ma tron of the Pitts burgh Or phan Home. She
took the four or phans from the Pitts burgh Home to the new or phan age in
Ger man town, and helped to set that in sti tu tion of mercy go ing. She af ter- 
wards be came the Ma tron of the Girls’ Or phan Home in Rochester, Pa., and
in later years was the Ma tron and guid ing spirit of the Pas sa vant Hos pi tal in
Jack sonville, 111.

We re turn from this tempt ing di gres sion to the First church. Within its
walls the Pitts burgh or phans and the dea conesses wor shiped. The first mis- 
sion ary to Texas, through whom the Texas Synod was af ter wards or ga nized,
was com mis sioned in this church. The same is true of the first mis sion ary to
Canada, out of whose ini tial labors the Canada Synod grew. The Ger man
con gre ga tion, of which Rev. Wm. Berk er aeier be came pas tor, was or ga- 
nized in the lec ture room of this church. Here the first sub scrip tions were
gath ered for the erec tion of the first Swedish churches of the West. Here,
also, sev eral thou sand dol lars were sub scribed to send Pas tor Has selquist to
Swe den and to pay the pas sage of stu dents and mis sion ar ies se cured by him
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from Swe den to Amer ica to la bor among their scat tered coun try men in the
West.

What a his tory! What a fruit ful church in the years when that con se- 
crated man was its pas tor! And all this while he was car ry ing the many bur- 
dens of Synod, of strug gling mis sions, of poor and dis cour aged pas tors, of
debt-laden acad e mies and in sti tu tions of mercy. How could he do it? We
know not, ex cept that, like Luther, he al ways joined prayer with his labors
and prayed most when he had most to do.

In 1851 he in forms his mother how he di vides his time. He spends his
forenoons at home in pri vate de vo tion, cor re spon dence and study. At one
o’clock he goes down to the city, gets his mail from the post-of fice, goes
into the of fice of Mr. Wey man and re mains there for an hour or two to re- 
ceive per sons who de sire to see him. While wait ing there he looks over his
mail. The re main der of the af ter noon he spends in mak ing short calls, first
of all on the sick, then on the care less and on those who need spe cial coun- 
sel and en cour age ment. If there are evening meet ings or ser vices, of which
he had a large num ber, he takes his sup per in the city and does not go home
un til af ter these ser vices.

Of his home life dur ing these busy years we shall again let the eighty-
year-old Mrs. Pas sa vant tell the story in her own art less way:

"We were now liv ing in Lacyville, which was then in the coun try.
There we oc cu pied in turn three houses in sight of each other. In one
of these houses the first two chil dren, a daugh ter and a son were born.
The Rev. Mr. Reck was liv ing with us and as sisted Mr. Pas sa vant.
The In fir mary had now been opened near our home. How well do I
re mem ber the com ing of Pas tor Flied ner and the dea conesses. Their
stay at our house was an event never to be for got ten, and was much
en joyed by the fam ily and the many vis i tors who there called on
Mr. Flied ner. Our house was a stop ping place for min is ters of all
kinds, Ger mans, Swedish, Nor we gians and oth ers. In fact, all kinds of
peo ple found out where the Eng lish Lutheran min is ter lived, he be ing
at that time the only one in the city. All were made wel come with true
Chris tian hos pi tal ity. In our sec ond house in Lacyville an other daugh- 
ter and our lovely twin boys were born. What a joy came with this
pre cious gift. They were solemnly ded i cated to God in bap tism, as
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were, in deed, all our beloved chil dren. This was a busy fam ily. The
fa ther had the care of the many out side in ter ests con nected with the
in sti tu tions and the mis sions. The mother had the large fam ily to look
af ter, with the care of the home and its many guests. Our love was un- 
selfishly be stowed on all, es pe cially on these pre cious chil dren com- 
mit ted to our care. In all our labors we found the bless ing of God rest- 
ing upon us and upon our in ter ests, to the glory of His grace.

"Time moved along and brought in creas ing cares and re spon si bil i- 
ties. We moved to an other more beau ti ful place in sight of the one we
had oc cu pied, which had large grounds, fruits and flow ers and a
stream of wa ter to add to its charms. Here the fam ily was vis ited with
scar let fever; ev ery mem ber had it ex cept the par ents. The lovely el- 
dest daugh ter, ten years of age, was taken to her heav enly home.
Truly a saint fit to en ter the blood-washed throng. She had longed to
de part and to be with Christ. This was the con so la tion of the heart bro- 
ken par ents. The anx ious so lic i tude as to the life of two oth ers, a son
and a daugh ter, whose lives were hang ing in the bal ance, drove the
par ents to cling more and more to their heav enly Fa ther. They had to
learn to say in bro ken words, ‘Thy will be done.’ All the sick were re- 
stored to health. By and by an other son was born, and many happy
days came again to this sweet se cluded home.

“When Mr. Krauth be came pas tor of the church he lived quite near
us and was a fre quent guest in our home. He was very much beloved
by the chil dren. The de parted daugh ter had been a spe cial fa vorite of
his.”

Mr. Pas sa vant al ways made much of Christ mas, He fully ap pre ci- 
ated the true Christ mas spirit which had ever been man i fested and im- 
planted in his parental home. At this blessed sea son he had a spe cial
thought and care for the sick, the sor row ing and the suf fer ing of ev ery
class. The lonely and sick pa tients in the hos pi tal wards were made
glad with true Christ mas cheer. A tree was set up in each ward, filled
with presents and can dles. On Christ mas Eve the tree was lighted. A
short and sym pa thetic ser vice was held in which the sym bol ism of
lights and presents was made to set forth God’s un speak able gift to
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poor and suf fer ing hu man ity. Then the presents were dis trib uted amid
the smiles and the tears that suf fused the pale and wan faces on the
couches of pain. These Christ mas Eves in Pas sa vant’s hos pi tal wards
were never for got ten. To many a care less, hard ened, home less one
they brought back mem o ries of purer and bet ter days and be came the
turn ing points to ward a bet ter life.

Of a Christ mas in his own home and in the church he writes his mother:

"Af ter I came home from the In fir mary ser vice we had our own
tree. It would have made you weep for joy to see the de light of the
chil dren as they ca pered with Mary over the room, Jinny, with her
doll, etc., and the pro fes sor (one of the boys) run ning away from his
top, which he said was a ‘hum ming bird try ing to catch him.’ I be lieve
all en joyed them selves most heartily, from Mr. Muntz down to the
youngest of the fam ily.

“At ten o’clock on Christ mas morn ing we had ser vice in the
church, Mr. Plitt preach ing for me, af ter which I ex am ined my class
of eighty chil dren be fore the con gre ga tion, sang sev eral hymns and
then pre sented each one with a lit tle book con tain ing a text and verse
for ev ery day in the year. Mr. Plitt and Mr. Rodell (the new mis sion- 
ary of the Birm ing ham mis sion) took din ner with us, and we en joyed
our selves greatly in each other’s so ci ety. A visit to a poor un for tu nate
Ger man in jail and ser vices with the pa tients in the evening closed the
day. It was a pleas ant and, I trust, not un prof itable Christ mas.”

Mr. Pas sa vant was loved most sin cerely by his peo ple. They showed their
love es pe cially at Christ mas time. But at all times, in deed, he was the re cip- 
i ent of gifts of love; many of them quite costly and all highly prized for the
sen ti ments that prompted them. He keeps his mother in formed of these to- 
kens of love.

Of the early tri als and de liv er ances of the In fir mary Mr. Pas sa vant wrote
his mother:

“I am al most afraid to say any thing about the In fir mary, for one
day we are ex alted and then God shows us who and what we are. I
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could, how ever, fill this sheet with pleas ing and en cour ag ing in- 
stances since I last wrote. On Fri day evening last, as I had just re- 
turned from the In fir mary and was ask ing Eliza to lend us a few com- 
forts till we could get some more made, a dray stopped at the door
with a pack age, and on open ing it, how was I re joiced to find ten
most beau ti ful blan kets, a present from Fa ther Rapp, of the Har mony
Com mu nity.”

He was al ways averse to the pub lish ing of these won der ful de liv er ances.
Had he pub lished them all, we should have a record no less re mark able than
that of George MuUer, of Bris tol. He ex pe ri enced the most sig nal an swers
to prayers. He has left us the ac counts of only a few, and even of these he
speaks apol o giz ingly, as it was against his na ture to pa rade him self be fore
the pub lic. In the Mis sion ary for Jan u ary, 1851, he gives this ac count:

" ‘The Lord will pro vide.’ This sweet truth is ev ery day made
good in the his tory of the In fir mary. Hu manly speak ing, , the sup port
of a fam ily of more than thirty per sons with out any vested funds is a
se ri ous busi ness; but so won drous are the re sources of God that, like
the dis ci ples whom Je sus sent forth with out scrip or purse, it has
never lacked. The prom ise of the Lord has been daily re al ized, and
their bread and wa ter have been made sure. In so many ways, the
most un looked-for and re mark able, does God pro vide, that un be lief is
re buked, and dis trust would seem to be the most un nat u ral of sins.

"Here are a few in stances, out of many sim i lar ones, of the way in
which God pro vides. The cel lar is empty, the trea sury ex hausted,
twenty-five pa tients in the house, and other suf fer ers are seek ing ad- 
mis sion. Com ing home in the evening we find the pas sage filled with
bags, pota toes, ap ples, flour — two dray loads in all. The next day a
ca noe load of pota toes comes from Neville Is land, nine miles be low
the city. It is the close of the year. The first of Jan u ary is ap proach ing,
the time for set tling ac counts; bills are sent in for bread, medicine,
coal, and other nec es saries of life, and these must be paid; but the
Lord knoweth that we have need of all these things, and He pro vides.
One day a gen tle man in pass ing presses a five-dol lar note into our
hand. Com ing home, a let ter with ten dol lars is on our ta ble. Call ing
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at a store on busi ness, a mer chant, unasked, makes a do na tion of one
hun dred dol lars. Go ing to church on Christ mas morn ing, two ten-dol- 
lar gold pieces are handed us from the board ers at one of the ho tels. A
gen tle man, al most a stranger, ob tained a num ber of an nual sub scrip- 
tions and calls to com mu ni cate the names.

"Nor may we over look an other re mark able in stance of the same
kind. The In sti tu tion is three thou sands dol lars in debt on the In fir- 
mary build ing, and a pay ment of one thou sand dol lars is just due. But
for this, also, the Lord pro vides. A so ci ety of ladies brought one hun- 
dred dol lars as the pro ceeds of their la bor dur ing six months, and on
last week gave a fes ti val which re al ized four hun dred dol lars more.
So kindly did the pub lic smile upon this ef fort that mul ti tudes could
not ob tain ad mit tance into the hall; and at the ur gent re quest of many
of the cit i zens it will shortly be re peated, and an at tempt will be made
to wipe away the whole re main ing debt.

“The want among us, in car ry ing for ward the cause of mercy and
re li gion, is nei ther means nor men,’ but faith in God. Oh, that we be- 
lieved our Fa ther’s word: ‘AH things are pos si ble to him that be- 
lieves.’”

In the be gin ning of 1852, to the great joy of Mr. Pas sa vant and the small
force of sis ters, a new dea coness ar rived from Kaiser swerth. She had been
an or phan in an asy lum in Frank furt where she had been main tained by one
of the Pas sa vants still liv ing there. He had sent her to Kaiser swerth and had
also in flu enced her to come to the Pitts burgh In sti tu tion.

Dur ing his whole event ful and em i nently use ful life Mr. Pas sa vant of ten
said that he wished that he might have ten lives in stead of one, when he saw
the amount of suf fer ing and need around him. The hill above Pitts burgh, on
which the In fir mary was lo cated, was be ing set tled more and more with col- 
ored peo ple. He was of ten moved with com pas sion for them v;hen he saw
their poverty-stricken homes, shift less, thrift less lives, their easy virtue and
how read ily they be came a prey to the sins of the flesh. Could not some- 
thing be done for them? Could he not do some thing? He never could carry
out all his benev o lent in ten tions, but it is in ter est ing to note them as they
throw an ad di tional light into his won der ful na ture. To his young Bal ti more
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friend. Miss Car olina Su per, he writes in a let ter in which he ex presses the
hope that she may yet see her way clear to give her self to the holy call ing of
the min istry of mercy, which let ter had a de ci sive in flu ence in win ning her
fi nally for the cause:

“The Dea coness in ter est is grad u ally ex tend ing it self more and
more. By spring we de sign to open a school of an in dus trial char ac ter
to ed u cate some of the many poor col ored girls who live in the neigh- 
bor hood. Many of these poor un for tu nates grow up to a life of in famy
for want of an hon est way of mak ing a liveli hood, and we hope to be
able to do much good to this un for tu nate class.”

In 1850 Mr. Pas sa vant sent twenty-two dol lars to Pas tor Es b jorn to help
send a Swedish stu dent to Cap i tal Uni ver sity, Colum bus, Ohio. The stu dent
was young Nore lius, who is, at this writ ing, the ven er a ble pres i dent of the
Au gus tana Synod.

In the spring of 1852 Mr. Pas sa vant vis ited the Min is terium of Penn syl- 
va nia and made a strong plea for as sis tance in the work in Canada and
Texas. This plea brought in about four hun dred dol lars in cash and per ma- 
nently in ter ested the Min is terium in these mis sions. This trip also won
many friend: for his In fir mary and Or phan Home.

Here is his own ac count of an in ter est ing trip to Get tys burg in the spring
of 1853:

“My trip to Get tys burg was a very agree able one, es pe cially as I
met Rev. Dr. Schaff on the way, with whom I had the plea sure of
trav el ing to Cham bers burg, where his fam ily was stay ing dur ing the
va ca tion. In Cham bers burg I went at once to the Lanes, where I found
one of my mem bers, Thos. H. Hane, of this city, and re ceived such a
wel come as made me quite at home. As the ser vices at Get tys burg
were to be at three o’clock on”Wednes day af ter noon, and the stage
did not run in time, one of the friends made up a party and drove me
along with them in a car riage, so that we got there in good time, to
the great re lief of Asa Wa ters and many oth ers who had given me up
for lost, think ing that I would come by New York and Hanover. The
ex er cises went off ‘as well as could be ex pected,’ and al though I was
not sat is fied with the per for mances, there seemed to be a grand sat is- 
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fac tion on the part of pro fes sors, vis i tors and stu dents, so that I feel
more com fort able than T had hoped. The com mence ment took place
on Thurs day and was truly an in ter est ing oc ca sion. The young men,
and es pe cially Asa, ac quit ted them selves well, and the In sti tu tion ap- 
pears to be in a flour ish ing con di tion. Af ter so many years of ab sence
my in ter course with the pro fes sors, and par tic u larly with Prof. F. A.
Muh len berg, of Lan cas ter, (who was a stu dent at Can nons burg when I
first came there), was very agree able. I was to stop with my old
friend, Aunt Polly Geiger, who for merly lived at Foun tain dale, and
has eVer been a true friend to me, amid all the changes of time. There
were quite a num ber of old ac quain tances at Get tys burg whom I had
not met for many years, so that on the whole, al though I was there but
a short time, I had many op por tu ni ties of so cial and fa mil iar in ter- 
course with old friends.

“On Sat ur day I took the stage for Hanover, thence by the New
York Rail road for Ba J ti more, where I ar rived; quite un well, by eight
o’clock in the evening. It seemed that I had taken a se vere cold, and
on Sun day morn ing I was so ill that it was with dif fi culty that I got up
and went over to the chapel; but the sur prise and ex cite ment oc ca- 
sioned by see ing such an el e gant and costly church, to gether with all
the as so ci a tions of the past, broke the fever, and I was able to preach
in the af ter noon. The ser vices were quite in ter est ing and in struc tive,
and it was a day long to be re mem bered by all present. It is truly
won der ful how those poor peo ple have risen out of ob scu rity, and that
mainly by the labors of one man, my dear friend Wysong, who is still
as faith ful and per se ver ing in the school and church as when I was yet
there. It was with great dif fi culty that I could tear my self away from
the old friends whose af fec tion is still touch ing in the ex treme. Fear- 
ing the night air. Un cle John drove me out to his home im me di ately
af ter the af ter noon ser vices. In the evening Dr. Mor ris again preached
to a crowded house. Mon day and Tues day we de voted to vis it ing old
friends both at the chapel and at Old town, so t”hat there was no time
lost. In the in ter vals I la bored some for the Pitts burgh Or phan Home
and was tol er a bly suc cess ful. Ow ing to the rain and George Wal ters
not com ing in on Mon day, I did not go to his place in the coun try but
drove out again with Mr. Hewes on Tues day night, tak ing sup per at
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Mar garet Down ing’s and spend ing the evening. I also bap tized their
youngest child, a solemn and deeply af fec tive oc ca sion, in view of
their sec ond af flic tion and the death of their lit tle boy a short time be- 
fore.

“The friends were very cor dial, in deed, and I en joyed my self
much among them. On leav ing, one and an other un so licited gave me
do na tions for the Home. And this re minds me that I ought to men tion
that there is but one feel ing on this sub ject among all our peo ple in
the East. They seem to feel that they are alike in ter ested in its pros- 
per ity and are dis posed to do ev ery thing in their power for its es tab- 
lish ment. Even those men who have hith erto stood aloof are grad u ally
com ing over and take col lec tions for its sup port. Unto God be the
praise.”

Mr. Pas sa vant had two great sor rows in the year 1853. His fa ther, Philip
Louis Pas sa vant, who for years had been the most in flu en tial cit i zen of
Zelieno ple, died in Christ and in peace, April 15, in the 76th year of his age.
He had come to Zelieno ple in 1807 and had es tab lished the first store in the
town, which he had car ried on un til 1848, when he sold it to his son Sid- 
ney.1 Dur ing his long life in Zelieno ple he had been an un ob tru sive and
quiet helper of the saints. Again and again he had come to the re lief of the
churches, mis sions and in sti tu tions of his son. He had also been a suc corer
of many of the poor of the com mu nity, who were among the sin cere mourn- 
ers at his fu neral. He was laid to rest in the Pas sa vant lot in the beau ti ful
church yard, the grounds for which he had pre sented to the Lutheran
Church. A mod est mar ble mon u ment with suit able in scrip tion marks his
rest ing place.

Bur dened as the young Mr. Pas sa vant was with the cares, sor rows and
suf fer ings of oth ers, with debts and fi nan cial bur dens, he felt the loss of his
fa ther all the more. But he knew where and how to find com fort and
strength, and sor rowed not as oth ers who have no hope. Af ter the fu neral he
plunged again into his work and buried his own grief in his ef forts to re lieve
the woes of oth ers.

Dur ing the same year two of his Kaiser swerth dea conesses were mar- 
ried, and he lost their sorely needed ser vices. What won der that in his sore
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straits he felt deeply dis ap pointed? In his dis tress he wrote a let ter of griev- 
ance to Pas tor Flied ner. This large-hearted man replied in a kindly let ter, en- 
deav or ing to com fort and rec on cile his young friend. He as sured him that
such cases oc cur and will oc cur among dea conesses, that they have them in
Kaiser swerth, also, and that when a sis ter be comes en am ored (heirath- 
slustig), it is best to let her go with a bene dic tion. The num ber of dea- 
conesses was thus re duced to four.

Of the work of the dea conesses in the In fir mary and else where we find
this ac count in the Mis sion ary, June, 1853:

"Hith erto the prin ci pal la bor of the Sis ters has been the care and
re lief of the sick. For this pur pose a hos pi tal has been es tab lished,
grounds pur chased and the build ing erected, which of fer ev ery ac- 
com mo da tion, com fort and fa cil ity in the treat ment of the suf fer ing.
There are forty beds in the In fir mary, though the num ber of sick is
gen er ally from twenty-five to thirty. Dur ing the past year the num ber
of pa tients re ceived was one hun dred and eighty-five, mak ing a to tal
of nine hun dred and twenty-seven in the four years since the In sti tu- 
tion was com menced. In this large num ber al most ev ery form of suf- 
fer ing finds its rep re sen ta tive, and some of the com bi na tions of dis- 
ease, wretched ness and want could not be de scribed in hu man words.
In the lan guage of the last re port: ’To those reared amid the com forts
of home, and un ac quainted with the tri als which sick ness and poverty
bring in their train, it is dif fi cult to con vey a proper es ti mate of the
use ful ness of such in sti tu tions which pro vide shel ter and heal ing for
the shat tered body and seek by the of fices of mercy to shed upon the
chafed and wea ried spirit, the peace ful light of the re li gion of Je sus.
II is not merely, nor even mainly, by the num ber of pa tients cured or
re lieved that their im por tance is to be es ti mated. The moral and spir i- 
tual re sults are the true tests, and in stances are con stantly oc cur ring
which more than re ward all the toils and pains which have been en- 
dured for the many, who, though re stored to bod ily health, go away
ap par ently with out one thought of Him who healeth all their dis eases
and crowneth their lives with His good ness.

"In ad di tion to the above about forty have been nursed by the Sis- 
ters in their own homes in this vicin ity and other places, prin ci pally in
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the cases of cholera or other con ta gious and dan ger ous dis eases. The
great est grat i tude has been man i fested by those re lieved un der such
cir cum stances; for in not a few in stances had the nurses fled, and nei- 
ther love nor money could pro cure the nec es sary as sis tance.

"A sec ond field of la bor has been among the fe male pris on ers in
the West ern Pen i ten tiary, lo cated in Al le gheny City. Ow ing to the
pres sure of du ties among the sick, these vis its have fre quently been
in ter rupted, but they were al ways thank fully re ceived by the wretched
in mates, and, it is hoped, have not been en tirely in vain.

"A third field of la bor has been among the or phans. Within the last
twelve months sev eral of the Sis ters have been wholly em ployed in
this de part ment, and quite a fam ily of or phan chil dren have been
gath ered to gether un der their care. A small farm has been pur chased,
and build ings are be ing erected to which the larger boys will be re- 
moved, while the girls and smaller boys will re main here un der their
en tire con trol and in struc tion. The num ber of the chil dren is con- 
stantly in creas ing, so that more la bor ers are needed for this de part- 
ment.

"A fourth class, for whose re lief some thing has been done, are
aged and friend less fe males. Two such aged peo ple, one in her
ninety-sec ond year, have been re ceived dur ing the past year, but ow- 
ing to other du ties all other ap pli ca tions have to be re fused. Un til
more la bor ers are raised up it is clear that noth ing fur ther can be done
in this re spect.

“All this has been ac com plished un der God by a mere hand ful of
Chris tian women as so ci ated with their pas tor in en deav or ing to carry
out the mer ci ful pre cepts of the Gospel. If our small num ber were
dou bled or tre bled, how much more might be done! What is req ui site
to such a ser vice is not bril liant tal ent or ro man tic zeal, but, first of
all, de voted love to Je sus Christ; sec ondly, good com mon-sense;
thirdly, vig or ous health of b.ody and mind, and, fourthly, a mind for
the work. Not a few per sons have come rec om mended by their pas- 
tors who were to tally de fi cient in sev eral of these re spects, and af ter a
short trial had to be re fused. The In sti tu tion is a sim ple so ci ety, all
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liv ing in com mu nity and work ing by the same rule. No vows are
made, and no bind ing force re quires the mem bers to con tinue longer
than they feel it to be their duty. But a field of use ful ness is here open
to Chris tian fe males who have a mind for the work of the Lord, and
who, like Phoebe of old, would be ‘suc cor ers of many.’ To such we
give a cor dial in vi ta tion to en ter this ser vice. We in vite them to visit
the In sti tu tion and to make them selves fa mil iar with its char ac ter; the
pro ba tion ary pe riod will give them an op por tu nity to prove their own
feel ings and en able the In sti tu tion to judge of their fit ness for this ser- 
vice. We ask our pas tors to sec ond our fee ble ef forts and help these
women who la bor with us in the Gospel. We trust that par ents, in stead
of dis suad ing their daugh ters from en ter ing such ser vice, will lend
their ap proval and coun sel. Truly the har vest is great, but the la bor ers
are few. In be liev ing obe di ence to the com mand of Je sus, we will
pray that He would send forth more la bor ers into the har vest.”

In July, Mr. Pas sa vant made a mis sion ary trip to Canada and helped to or ga- 
nize the first Lutheran con fer ence there. We present two short ex tracts from
his re port:

"I can only re fer to one or two sub jects which oc cu pied a large
share of the at ten tion of the con fer ence. One of these was, of course,
the cause of mis sions and the con nected work of ed u ca tion. The large
num ber of im mi grant Ger mans who are rapidly fill ing up the west ern
dis tricts bor der ing on Lakes Huron and Erie de mand the im me di ate
and most earnest at ten tion of the Church, both in Canada and in the
United States. With the ex cep tion of some eight min is ters who are
con nected with dif fer ent Syn ods, the re main ing per sons who of fi ci ate
among them are wretched im posters. These mis er able men have hith- 
erto wasted and de spoiled the her itage of God with out let or hin- 
drance, un til the Church, in sev eral im por tant places, is al most to tally
and hope lessly, ru ined. Still there are many invit ing fields where the
prospects for use ful ness are en cour ag ing, and only la bor ers of zeal,
pru dence and faith are needed, to make the wilder ness blos som as the
rose. It is a won der of mercy that the cause is not more hope less than
it re ally is, and this, in con nec tion with other con sid er a tions, en cour- 
ages the be lief that by prompt and ef fec tive ac tion our Church in



288

Canada may yet be come a glo ri ous Church with out spot or wrin kle or
any such thing.

“The Con fer ence ad journed on Sat ur day, to meet again in Wa ter- 
loo, C. W., in the month of Oc to ber, and the Lord’s day closed the re- 
li gious ser vices of the oc ca sion. Af ter the or di na tion of Brother
Wurster and ser mons in Ger man and Eng lish, the Com mu nion was
ad min is tered to a large num ber of com mu ni cants. It was deeply af- 
fect ing to see so many aged men ap proach the al tar, and to think that
af ter al most half a cen tury of con flict, ne glect and des ti tu tion, the day
of Zion’s glory has at length dawned.”

In Feb ru ary, 1854, he makes a plea for more in sti tu tions of mercy:

"The Lutheran Church has not a sin gle Hos pi tal or Re treat for her
suf fer ing im mi grant pop u la tion in any East ern, North ern, South ern or
far West ern city. Such in sti tu tions are im per a tively needed in New
York, Phil a del phia Bal ti more, New Or leans, Galve ston, St. Louis,
Cincin nati, Chicago, Mil wau kee, De troit, Cleve land and Buf falo.
And thou sands die an nu ally by fever, des ti tu tion, ne glect and sin, and
are eter nally lost through the cul pa ble and aw ful ne glect of the
Church to her own flesh. With our thou sands upon thou sands of des ti- 
tute and or phan chil dren, what pro vi sion have we made for them?
Twenty or thirty asy lums, re treats, homes and houses of re cov ery and
refuge? No! To our shame be it con fessed, we have one small and
strug gling home, with twenty-two or phans and a few half or phans of
min is ters, who draw an an nu ity from its funds. Tes! This is all, and in
a coun try, too, which con tains up wards of three mil lions of Ger mans
and nearly one mil lion of pop u la tion un der the care of the Lutheran
Church!

“If it be said that there are city hos pi tals, ‘fever sheds’ and asy- 
lums for chil dren in most of our sea ports and cities, we an swer that
we know there are, such as they are, but what has this to do with the
real is sue? ‘Let the dead bury their dead.’ State and city pro vi sion for
their own is well enough, but the Church of Je sus Christ can not kneel
down be fore them to ask alms for her own, and a pau per’s por tion is
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not the pro vi sion ei ther bod ily or spir i tu ally which the Church should
make for the suf fer ing.”

On a busi ness trip to New York he made some ef fort to gather funds for his
or phans and re ported:

"Hav ing some ac quain tances among the Ger man im porters, Mon- 
day and Tues day morn ings were em ployed in mak ing an ef fort
among a few of them, which re sulted in the col lec tion of two hun dred
and ten dol lars, with the prospect of more here after. From the in ter est
which was man i fested in this cause by these gen tle men we are per- 
suaded that if our brethren m New York would make a vig or ous ef fort
to es tab lish a sim i lar in sti tu tion for fa ther less em i grant chil dren near
the city, they would find many large-hearted and lib eral sup port ers
among this class of their cit i zens.

"Re turn ing home by way of Phil a del phia we had the plea sure of
re ceiv ing the vol un tary con tri bu tions of sev eral friends. A mem ber of
a sis ter church whom we had fre quently met in Pitts burgh in for mer
years came up to us and re marked ‘See here; are you not es tab lish ing
an Or phans’ Home?’ On an swer ing m the af fir ma tive he replied:
‘Come into my store a minute, for I must have a brick in that in sti tu- 
tion.’ On go ing out and ex am in ing ‘the brick’ it proved to be a ten-
dol lar note. A mem ber of Dr. Barnes’ church, whose ac quain tance we
had the plea sure of mak ing while vis it ing one of the mis sions, kindly
vol un teered to ‘buy a few bricks’ for the new build ing, and his bricks
like wise turned out to be ten dol lars. So eas ily can God raise up
friends and means for His fa ther less chil dren.

“Af ter an eight days’ ab sence we re turned home, if not a wiser, a
more hum ble man. We could not but won der at our un be liev ing heart,
so prone to doubt and so slow to trust the prom ises of the eter nal
God. We felt grate ful, deeply grate ful to the Giver of all good for the
many to kens of His fa vor re ceived dur ing this short jour ney, but we
see more than ever the sin ful ness of be ing un duly so lic i tous for the
sup port of those of whom God hath said, ‘I will be a Fa ther to the fa- 
ther less.’ The mighty and mer ci ful God is the Fa ther of the or phan.
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Will not He pro vide for His own chil dren? Let us then no longer
doubt.”

Here is one of scores of cases of mercy to the or phans:

“A fam ily from Nor way con sist ing of fa ther, mother and four chil- 
dren, through the aid of benev o lent per sons at home, had ob tained the
means to em i grate to this coun try. They tared well across the At lantic
Ocean, and a lit tle far ther than Buf falo, N. Y., where the fa ther, by ac- 
ci dent, was caught un der the wheels of a car which passed over his
body and cut off his legs above the knees. The cars passed on at their
usual rate, leav ing the poor man to his fate on the track. The wid owed
mother came on West to the Nor we gian set tle ment at Lis bon, Ill., and
died of cholera the next day, leav ing the four chil dren with out rel a- 
tives or any one to pro vide for them. The man with whom these chil- 
dren now live has him self a large fam ily and is in lim ited cir cum- 
stances. When I last preached in that neigh bor hood he spoke to me of
the ne ces sity of mak ing some ar range ment for their care, and I ad- 
vised that some of the mem bers di vide them amongst their fam i lies
un til I could write whether there was still a place in the Home. The
com mon prac tice out here has been to bind such chil dren out, re gard- 
less of the char ac ter of those to whom they are given, or, in other
words, to en slave them up to a cer tain age, a sys tem which I hate
from my very soul. We need scarcely add that we im me di ately wrote
‘to send the chil dren on.’”

Of the work of the In fir mary dur ing the fright ful vis i ta tion of cholera in
Pitts burgh dur ing the sum mer of 1854 he gives this ac count:

"At the re quest of sev eral friends at a dis tance and in the hope of
di rect ing at ten tion to the im por tance of the Church en gag ing in works
of mercy among the poor and suf fer ing, we will be per mit ted to say a
few words con cern ing the In fir mary dur ing the late aw ful vis i ta tion
of cholera. It is gen er ally known that a num ber of Chris tian women,
mem bers of the Eng lish Lutheran Church of Pitts burgh, are as so ci- 
ated to gether with their pas tor for the ex er cise of mercy. One of the
In sti tu tions un der their care is the Pitts burgh In fir mary, which, by its
char ac ter, is open to per sons of ev ery creed, color and coun try, and
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sin cerely seeks to do good to all, with out par tial ity and with out
hypocrisy. The num ber of beds for the sick is thirty-five and the av er- 
age num ber of pa tients about thirty. For the sup port of this large fam- 
ily our sole re liance is on vol un tary con tri bu tions, and though of ten
re duced to the great est straits, we can say, to the praise of the di vine
good ness, that none have ever gone away from its doors hun gry or
un re lieved. The In sti tu tion was pur su ing its un ob tru sive course of
use ful ness when the cholera sud denly broke out in our city on Thurs- 
day, Sept. 14, with un ex am pled vir u lence. On Fri day morn ing 46
deaths were re ported in the pa pers, and mor tal ity in creased daily to a
most alarm ing de gree, so that in a fort night nearly a thou sand per sons
were num bered among the dead. Words are in ca pable of de scrib ing
the scenes which were wit nessed in our city dur ing this time. The
streets were filled with fu neral pro ces sions, many of the fac to ries and
work shops were shut, men were hur ry ing to and fro, or were col- 
lected in anx ious groups to hear the lat est in tel li gence of the dis ease.
Af ter the first panic scenes of suf fer ing and ne glect were brought to
light among the poor and in fam i lies where the plague had done its
worst, which were heart-rend ing. A Howard As so ci a tion was formed
to seek out and re lieve such cases, and then only was fully seen the
ad van tage of hos pi tals, whither the suf fer ing who were with out a
home or proper at ten dance might be re moved. Both the Ro man
Catholic Hos pi tal and the In fir mary, un der the care of our Dea- 
conesses, were filled to their ut most ca pac ity, and at the lat ter the
physi cian’s rooms and the par lor were turned into wards for the sick.
In ad di tion to the pa tients al ready in the house, sixty cholera pa tients
were re ceived into the In fir mary, nearly two-thirds of whom were
hap pily re stored. Our dear sis ters were in de fati ga ble in their labors of
love, and al though at times al most pros trated by the ex er tions and
watch ings of this time, they were yet won der fully sus tained by the
grace of God and the bless ing of those who were ready to per ish. In
the lan guage of one of the city pa pers: ‘They la bored night and day,
when hired nurses could not be ob tained, and per formed the most dis- 
gust ing of fices for the poor sick un der their charge with the great est
readi ness and cheer ful plea sure.’ Our heart swells with grat i tude to
God who strength ened them in this try ing time and mer ci fully spared
their lives in the val ley of the shadow of death. The physi cians of the
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In sti tu tion were like wise un remit ting in their at ten tions to the sick,
and one of them, Dr. J. H. Nel son, died dur ing the first week of the
dis ease.

“The kind ness of a hu mane pub lic and the en cour ag ing words of
Chris tian friends sus tained the hearts and up held the hands of all en- 
gaged in the se vere du ties of the hos pi tal. We had no time for ap peals
to the pub lic for aid, nei ther did we think of the fact that the In sti tu- 
tion had been al most wholly with out funds for months be fore. But He
who knew our need sup plied it with out ef forts on our part.”

From the fourth an nual re ports of the In fir mary we clip this para graph:

"The ques tion has been re peat edly asked by per sons both here and
abroad, ‘How is this In sti tu tion sup ported with out an en dow ment or
any vis i ble means of sup port?’ Nei ther is the dif fi culty re moved
when we an swer, ‘Solely by the free-will of fer ings of the hu- 
mane.“But have you not con sid er able funds on hand to sup ply the
wants of the sick?” No, of ten less than three penny’s worth of bread
and a few small fishes.’

’But what do you do then? Do you not refuse fur ther ad mis sions?

“Cer tainly not; we con tinue as be fore to re ceive any wor thy ap pli- 
cant un til all the beds are oc cu pied.”

But does not the In sti tu tion be come hope lessly in volved by such a
course?’

No. the very re verse is the case. Ex pe ri ence has fully proven that it
is only when the In sti tu tion opens wide its doors to the suf fer ing
with out ref er ence to the state of its own re sources that its wants are
more read ily sup plied. From its com mence ment the In fir mary has
been con ducted on the prin ci ple that we have but one care, viz., to see
that none but ob jects of real suf fer ing were re ceived, and that all
means en trusted to us for their sup port were con sci en tiously and eco- 
nom i cally ex pended. The ex pe ri ence of ev ery new day has con firmed
the cor rect ness of this po si tion. Al though greatly strait ened at times



293

for want of funds, no sooner was this known than our wants were
sup plied. In stead of aban don ment and ruin the un avoid able debts in- 
curred by the erec tion of the hos pi tal build ing were di min ished ev ery
year un til they fi nally dis ap peared, while for a pe riod of six years the
wards of the In sti tu tion have been filled to the ut most ca pac ity by the
hun dreds of pa tients who have sought re lief within its walls. To the
praise of the di vine good ness we can say with deep grat i tude that dur- 
ing all this time no one of these ever wanted for the nec es sary care or
food or rai ment which their cir cum stances re quired. Dis tri bu tion was
made unto all as ev ery one had need."

While the ed i tor, so lic i tor, trav el ing mis sion ary and pas tor was busy in his
of fice where he spent about two days a week; on the street so lic it ing funds
for churches and in sti tu tions in all parts of the land; on the train, in the boat
or in the buggy go ing by day and by night, preach ing in his “gravel church”
in Rochester, Pa., or vis it ing from house to house in the town, he was still
di rec tor and provider of the In fir mary and the two Or phan Houses. Night
af ter night, also when oth ers were com fort ably sleep ing, he was on his
knees in his closet, telling his needs and the needs of the Church, the sick,
the fa ther less, to his Heav enly Fa ther, cast ing all his cares on Him who
careth for His own. Of the work and in flu ence of the In fir mary he speaks in
his ninth an nual re port from which we cull a few ex tracts:

"Dur ing the pe riod oc cu pied by this Re port an un usu ally large
num ber of chronic and other cases of long stand ing have been un der
treat ment. Ow ing to the time which is nec es sar ily re quired for their
re lief, and the ex pense of their main te nance, this class of suf fer ers are
ex cluded from most hos pi tals. Other hos pi tals are con fined prin ci- 
pally to acute sur gi cal cases. Ex pe ri ence, how ever, has fully con- 
firmed us in the opin ion that scarcely any one class of the suf fer ing
ap peals more right fully to Chris tian mer cies than do these un for tu- 
nates. Through long sick ness and con se quent poverty their sit u a tion
is most dis tress ing, and so long as a prob a bil ity re mains of a per ma- 
nent or even par tial re cov ery it ap pears to be a plain duty to ‘take
them in.’ In obe di ence to this many pa tients of this class have been
on the funds of this char ity for three or four months, while not a few
have been per mit ted to re main from six to ten months, as the treat- 
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ment of their case re quired. The re sults of this course have fully jus ti- 
fied all the ex pense and toil. In many in stances dis eases of long
stand ing were so far re lieved that the sick ceased to be a bur den to
them selves and to so ci ety, while in nu mer ous other cases the most
ob sti nate chronic dis eases fi nally yielded to med i cal skill, suit able
diet and care ful nurs ing. Many such are found in our com mu nity, the
dark shadow of whose for mer life has turned to bright ness, and from
their peace ful homes and happy fire sides bene dic tions are con tin u ally
in voked upon the In sti tu tion which gave them shel ter, food, heal ing
and spir i tual rest when the poor house or the grave seemed their only
refuge.

"Not with stand ing the gen eral good health and the ab sence of
cholera, no less than fifty-one cases of con ta gious and in fec tious dis- 
eases are re ported. These were prin ci pally of small pox and a ma lig- 
nant form of ty phus fever, of the for mer of which no less than twenty
were un der treat ment at one time. For nearly two months, in ad di tion
to the large num ber of sick in the In fir mary proper, the build ing ap- 
pro pri ated to such cases was filled with the vic tims of this loath some
dis ease, while the wants of these un happy suf fer ers, many of them in
the wild ness of delir ium, re quired the un wea ried care of the nurses by
night and by day. With three ex cep tions all re cov ered, a suf fi cient re- 
ward for the nights of watch ing and days of weari ness de voted to
them.

"As hereto fore, we pre fer to al lude briefly to the spir i tual side of
these labors among the suf fer ing. Many in ci dents might be given
from the jour nal of the Di rec tor, where the min istry of mercy was
made ef fec tual to the re cov ery of those who had con demned the liv- 
ing min istry; where the long-lost prodi gal was re stored to pu rity and
peace by the power of kind ness; where doubt de parted be fore the
daily il lus tra tions of true re li gion and death it self was made easy, and
at time is tri umphant by the con so la tions of the Gospel.

"By a ref er ence to the do na tions, their in ter est ing and di ver si fied
char ac ter will at once be per ceived. As hereto fore, the mite of the
poor and the bounty of the rich stand side by side. Churches, as so ci a- 
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tions and so ci eties of var i ous kinds have sent in their vol un tary of fer- 
ings. The hus band man, the mer chant, the me chanic and the cap i tal ist
have each aided the In sti tu tion in his own pe cu liar way, while the
sweet piety of child hood has breathed forth its prayers and cast its
alms into the trea sury. Nor may we for get the obli ga tion of grat i tude
to those ex cel lent women, who in the sum mer’s heat and win ter’s
cold have la bored so un weary ingly at the an nual and spe cial fes ti vals
which were given for the In fir mary. …

“We can not con clude this im per fect re view of the past his tory and
present con di tion of the In sti tu tion with out a pub lic ac knowl edg ment
of the in valu able ser vices of those ex cel lent Chris tian ‘women who
la bor with us in the Gospel’. To them are com mit ted the man age ment
of its do mes tic af fairs and the care and nurs ing of the sick. Were it
not for their la bor of love, their calm en durance and their un wea ried
at ten tion to the pa tients, its doors would prob a bly have been closed.
The In fir mary is a stand ing mon u ment to the power of faith and love
in the breast of Chris tian woman. Only they who know their daily du- 
ties can ap pre ci ate their labors and un der stand their value to such an
In sti tu tion. In seek ing not their own but the things which are Christ’s
they give to the In sti tu tion at once the en er gies of a free and lov ing
heart and the largest sac ri fices of time and strength.”

At the next meet ing of the Board of Vis i tors of the In fir mary, Mr. Pas sa vant
could re port that for the first time in its his tory the In sti tu tion be gan the new
year with out a debt.

It might not be amiss to men tion here, also, that for the for mer year’s
work as ed i tor of the Mis sion ary, Mr. Pas sa vant had re ceived two hun dred
dol lars. This was his first re mu ner a tion for this work.

Of a morn ing among the sick in the In fir mary he gives this in ter est ing
sketch:

"In the fe male ward sev eral new beds are oc cu pied, while two pa- 
tients have been dis charged cured. One of the new cases is a Ger man
ser vant girl from the Fifth Ward with vi o lent fever and in great bod ily
pain. Spoke a few words of en cour age ment to her, but she looked
wildly around and seemed not to un der stand their mean ing. An other,
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an aged dis ci ple, with paral y sis, a mem ber of the Methodist Church,
for whose care a few friends had agreed to make up some thing, as no
fam ily was will ing to take the trou ble of such a charge. She ex pressed
her self free from suf fer ing and as ‘very com fort able.’ An other was a
lit tle Ger man girl, per haps three years of age. The mother is a poor
wash-woman with four chil dren, who is obliged to go out and wash,
and by per mis sion brings her lit tle im be cile on those days to the In fir- 
mary. The joy of this poor suf ferer, on be ing told that she would be
car ried out un der the ap ple trees where the men were mak ing hay,
was quite af fect ing. Her sad coun te nance be came ra di ant with joy and
she clapped her thin, bony hands with an ex pres sion of the great est
de light. (Oh, my God, let me learn from this suf fer ing child to thank
Thee for help, and that I may walk forth into this beau ti ful world!)
Mrs. B., the con sump tive, still lives, but is very weak. Her mind ap- 
pears more at rest since we con sented to re ceive her lit tle boy into the
Home af ter her death. Poor, sad heart! In a lit tle while weak ness will
give place to strength, and then ‘Un kind ness shall be felt no more
And all life’s bit ter ness be o ’er.’

"The young woman who suf fered so in con ceiv ably with what was
sup posed to be can cer in the mouth is pro nounced con va les cent by
the physi cians and will soon be dis charged. She ap pears to be deeply
thank ful to God and man, and ex presses her grat i tude that she found a
re treat in the In fir mary dur ing the long months of her aw ful suf fer ing.

"The first male ward like wise con tained a num ber of new pa tients.
Most of the for mer ones had been dis charged cured. Among the new
ones is a young Ger man who re minded me painfully of Bun yan’s
‘Man in De spair.’ He is al most re duced to skin and bone, and his sor- 
row ful look is enough to move one to tears. Sit ting down by his bed- 
side, I sought to find out the cause of that heart sor row which was ev- 
i dently hur ry ing him to the grave. He in sisted that he had com mit ted
some dread ful wrong against his fel low-men, but noth ing could ex tort
from him the na ture of his crime. I tried in vain to pacify his mind by
telling him of the mercy of the Lord to all who con fessed and for sook
their evil ways and humbly came to Christ for par don. A few wan der- 
ing words of re ply told his sad fate. Rea son was de throned, and I was
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talk ing to a ma niac! On go ing to bed Num ber 10, I found a young
man who works in a foundry in this city, in the first stages of con- 
sump tion. He is from Ire land, and his par ents were mem bers of the
Re formed Pres by te rian or Covenan ter Church, but since they came to
Amer ica ‘they at tend no church in par tic u lar.’ He was read ing the
Psalms, and as I talked with him he lis tened with at ten tion, but with- 
out any ap par ent in ter est, un til the men tion of Je sus opened the foun- 
tains of feel ing, and he wept like a child. Thank ing me for the visit
and solemnly promis ing to seek that Sav ior whom he had ne glected
and for got ten in health, he begged me with tears to come soon again.
Poor W. still lies in his cor ner. His hands and feet were so badly
frozen in Jan u ary that his fin gers and toes dropped off. The process of
heal ing goes on very slowly, but pa tience must have her per fect work.
What a time for re flec tion on his pre vi ous life! He was thought fully
read ing God’s Word, and may we not hope that al though he may
leave the In sti tu tion a crip ple for life, yet that his heart may be made
ev ery whit whole?

"In the sec ond male ward there were no new faces. The pa tients
are rapidly re cov er ing and some were mak ing hay in the In fir mary
grounds, while oth ers were walk ing and sit ting un der the trees in the
or chard. It is a real bless ing that the In sti tu tion has such a breath ing
place where our poor fel lows may stretch their weary limbs af ter the
long con fine ment of the sick room.

“The room above the bal cony has two pa tients to-day, the one a
col ored girl who has oc cu pied an other room for some time past, and
an old col ored woman, so old that ‘in deed, young mas ter, I don’t
know how old I is.’ Mary is very much worse, for the fa tal rat tle in
her throat tells but too truly that death is at the door. ‘What is your
hope, Mary,’ I said, ‘in view of your de par ture?’ Rais ing her self up in
her bed and gasp ing for breath, she calmly replied, ‘The mer its of Je- 
sus Christ.’ To var i ous other ques tions her an swers were even more
sat is fac tory, and these, taken in con nec tion with her pre vi ous life as a
con sis tent mem ber of a Chris tian church, awak ened the con vic tion
that in min is ter ing to this poor and ne glected daugh ter of Africa the
In sti tu tion was min is ter ing to Christ Him self in the per son of one of
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His dis ci ples. Af ter prayer, in which I en deav ored to com mend her
spirit to the mercy of God, I en gaged in con ver sa tion with the old col- 
ored woman. She is a mem ber of the African Methodist Epis co pal
Church, her friends are all dead, and for many years she has lived
with dif fer ent peo ple, ‘do ing lit tle turns and nursin’ the baby, honey,
till I couldn’t stand on my sore leg any longer. De bre dren and sis ter- 
ing war very kind, but you know, my child, dat it ain’t home to a
body no more when they can’t do nothin’.’ So she, too, had sought a
refuge in the In fir mary ‘till her leg got strong agin,’ and her heart was
full ‘that the swellin’ war goin’ away.’ And yet, not with stand ing the
sor rows of old age and poverty, she is cheer ful and even happy. ‘Its
all well, honey; dat is, I takes it all for well, bekase de Lord gives me
grace to be lieve dat what He do is all for de best.’ Here is the pa- 
tience of the saints, and the wise and the philo sophic may learn from
this poor and il lit er ate African the true wis dom and the only real phi- 
los o phy which will meet the wants of the hu man hearts amid the suf- 
fer ings of life.”

In March, 1855, he made this no ble de fense of the Lutheran Church against
a Pres by te rian cor re spon dent of the New York Evan ge list, who had writ ten:
“The Re formed churches have, from the be gin ning, laid great stress upon
Moral Re forms and Prac ti cal Chris tian ity, while Lutheranism is the o retic
and con tem pla tive, and prefers the en joy ment and pro fes sion of faith to its
prac ti cal man i fes ta tion and ac tual life”:

"It is the pe cu liar glory of Lutheranism that she ever has made
her self most pow er fully felt by ‘the prac ti cal man i fes ta tion of Chris- 
tian ity in ac tual life.’ Not with stand ing her un happy union with the
State in most coun tries, by which she has been greatly shorn of her
strength, there have per pet u ally ap peared in her com mu nion men of
sim ple apos tolic faith and char ac ter who have been the lights of the
world and the bene fac tors of the race.

“Hans Egede, the first Protes tant mis sion ary, went forth from her
bo som. Schwartz and his com pan ions laid the foun da tions of Chris- 
tian ity in In dia, when Epis co palian and Pres by te rian mis sions were
not thought of, and the name of Fa ther Schwartz is to this day as so ci- 
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ated in In dia with ev ery thing holy and pure. Francke built the first
Protes tant or phan house in Halle and elec tri fied both hemi spheres by
his labors of faith and love at the time when ‘pure and un de filed re li- 
gion’ was ha bit u ally ne glected. Ober lin civ i lized and Chris tian ized
his de graded parish ioners of the Vos ges when most men thought a
pas tor’s duty was per formed by the preach ing of the Gospel from the
pul pit of his charge. When Mrs. Fry com menced her work of prison
re form she found Pas tor Flied ner in a prison of Dus sel dorf, where he
had been car ry ing out his re forms for years. To the same re mark able
man are we in debted, un der God, for the restora tion of the House for
Chris tian nurses, which ex tends from Jerusalem to Stock holm, from
Paris to Pitts burgh. The gi gan tic labors of Dr. Wich ern, de scribed in
this cor re spon dence, fur nished a strik ing refu ta tion of the opin ion
above ex pressed, and the ragged schools of Eng land and the in dus- 
trial schools of Amer ica are but im per fect im i ta tions of the great prin- 
ci ple il lus trated by Wich ern in his ‘Rauhe Haus,’ that love is stronger
than force, and a home of af fec tion a truer school for re form ing vice
than stone walls and houses of cor rec tion. The Mora vians, who are
Luther ans in their faith, have given to the world the most sub lime ex- 
am ples of mis sion ary en ter prise and suc cess among the most hope less
of the race, and the Lutheran Church of Wurtem berg has fur nished
more mis sion ar ies for the hea then world than all the Protes tant
churches in the United States. So, too, in this con nec tion, we might
men tion the in ter est ing fact that the de voted Miss Nightin gale, the
head of the no ble women of Eng land, who are nurs ing the sick in the
hos pi tals of Scu tari, al though an Eng lish lady by birth, united with
the Lutheran Church in Ger many, where her heart was charmed away
from earth, and her very be ing con se crated to Christ. In fact, the prac- 
ti cal char ac ter of Lutheranism is ev ery where on the con ti nent mak ing
proof of its power to grap ple with the great so cial needs of so ci ety,
and what it may and prob a bly does lack in ad min is tra tive tal ent it
more than makes up by the pa tience of hope and the per se ver ance of
never-fail ing love.”

In June, 1854, Mr. Pas sa vant preached his tenth an niver sary ser mon. The
main part of it is pub lished in the Mis sion ary for Sep tem ber and Oc to ber. It
makes in tensely in ter est ing read ing. The first half is mainly his tor i cal. As
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all facts there men tioned have been brought out be fore, we need not re peat
them here. The preacher also warmly de fended him self against the crit i- 
cisms of those who blamed him for tak ing upon him self too much work out- 
side of the con gre ga tion. From this it ap pears that there were those in his
church who were op posed to his work of mercy in found ing and car ry ing on
his in sti tu tions. He was also blamed by some for giv ing so much of his time
to mis sion work in the city, the Synod, the West and the South. In view of
these crit i cisms we may well ask where would be the Pas sa vant in sti tu tions
of mercy which have done so much for sin ning and suf fer ing hu man ity, and
which are among the crown jew els of our Church, had he fol lowed the ad- 
vice of these church mem bers? In his de fence against his crit ics he says:

"Seven years of ob ser va tion have not changed the con vic tion then
ex pressed or weak ened the pur pose then de clared that it is the duty of
the Chris tian min istry to en gage per son ally in all those labors of
mercy which adorn the life of our blessed Lord. If other in ter ests may
have ap peared to be sec ondary, the rea son has not been an un will ing- 
ness to at tend to them, but a deep and ever-present con vic tion that re- 
li gion was dis hon ored, mis un der stood and ne glected by too ex clu sive
at ten tion to so called spir i tual du ties, while the ex er cise of mercy to
the suf fer ing was in a great part over looked by the Church of our day.
And here per mit me to add, that while there have been oc ca sional
notes of dis sat is fac tion, that a part of the pas tor’s time and strength
was given to those who seemed to have no claim upon him, at least
no claim over those who thought they had a right to look upon the
whole as be long ing to them selves, the church mem bers, with very
few ex cep tions, have nobly stood by their pas tor in ev ery ef fort to re- 
lieve the suf fer ing and pro vide a home for the fa ther less. And now,
what, I ask, has been the ef fect of this course upon the con gre ga tion?
Have their souls pros pered less than if they had re ceived five vis its
from their pas tor where they per haps re ceived but one? Have they a
fainter re sem blance of char ac ter to Je sus Christ for hav ing for got ten
their own com fort, con ve nience and ad van tage? Are they poorer for
hav ing made many rich? Has the Church suf fered or has it pros pered
in com par i son with the other churches of our city by its in ti mate con- 
nec tion with the ex er cises of mercy to the af flicted? Com par isons are
said to be odi ous; but where a great prin ci ple is in volved it can not be
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amiss to state that of eight churches in our city, which were es tab- 
lished a few years be fore this, and all of which, ten years ago, were
stronger and more flour ish ing than it, but two have now an equal
num ber of mem bers, and none of the whole num ber can be said to be
in a more pros per ous con di tion. In deed, five are weaker than they
were ten years ago, and sev eral are main tain ing merely a sickly ex is- 
tence.

“I al lude to these facts, not for dis play or from party spirit, but to
show that the word of the Lord standeth sure. Je sus Christ hath said:
The mer ci ful shall ob tain mercy. Seek ing our own, we lose even our
own. Sac ri fic ing our own ad van tage, com fort and self-in ter est for the
good of oth ers we gain an hun dred fold, even in this life, of all that we
seem to have lost. I speak of these things thus pub licly be cause of the
fre quent pre dic tion of the de cay and ruin of the church be cause of the
union of other labors with what was con ceived to be the sole du ties of
the min istry. And I de sire here to record the pros per ity of to-day as a
suf fi cient an swer to all that may be said against the course which has
been pur sued. In stead of one fee ble church of sixty mem bers with a
debt (in prin ci pal and in ter est) amount ing to fif teen thou sand dol lars,
we have be come sev eral bands, and the present debt of the par ent
church is se cured by good sub scrip tions.”

He then tells of mis sion churches and Sun day-schools al ready es tab lished
and of lots se cured for oth ers. This sec ond half of the pub lished ser mon we
give en tire:

"In this con nec tion we would di vert to a few of the prin ci pal dif fi- 
cul ties which have op er ated to the in jury of the con gre ga tion, and
have made our progress slow in com par i son with what it might have
been had these hin drances not ex isted.

First. Prom i nent among these may be men tioned the fluc tu at ing
char ac ter of our pop u la tion. Sit u ated, as Pitts burgh is, be tween the
East and the West, it may be said to be ‘A house of call’ for all points
of the coun try. Per sons who have not given this sub ject their at ten tion
have not the least idea of the mi gra tory char ac ter of our Amer i can
peo ple. In the towns and cities of the West (more, per haps, than else- 
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where) they are con stantly com ing and go ing, here to-day, and to-
mor row a thou sand miles off. It may be safely said that not more than
one-fifth of all those who re side here for a sea son make it their per- 
ma nent home. Many who come from the East to bet ter their con di- 
tion, or for the sake of their chil dren, find the cost of liv ing so ex pen- 
sive, the av enues of busi ness so thronged and com pe ti tion so great
that they ei ther re turn af ter a brief stay or go far ther west. It is this pe- 
cu liar ity of our pop u la tion which gives to our con gre ga tion its fluc tu- 
at ing char ac ter and greatly in creases the labors of the pas tor. As
strangers they are to be vis ited and added to the church, and, if pos si- 
ble, made ac quainted with the mem bers in their vicin ity; but scarcely
do they be come in ter ested in the church and Sun day-school than they
fre quently re move from the city and seek an other home. It is thus that
the mem ber ship is per pet u ally chang ing, so that while ad di tions are
made at ev ery com mu nion, this ex haust ing process is con stantly go- 
ing on, and the ac tual in crease of the church is scarcely per cep ti ble.
Dur ing the past ten years no less than 135 per sons have re ceived their
dis missal from the con gre ga tion on re mov ing from the city, while the
whole num ber re ceived by cer tifi cate from other churches here and
else where was but 205; and af ter de duct ing twenty-five of this num- 
ber who were dropped from the records only forty-five re main in the
com mu nion of the church of all who were thus re ceived. It will be
seen from these sta tis tics how much of a city pas tor’s labors are scat- 
tered over the land, even though they can not be said to be en tirely
lost. His prin ci pal du ties are among the com ers and go ers of his flock,
and for their spir i tual wel fare he must be con tent to la bor with out the
hope of see ing much of the fruit of his toil. It is among the poorer
por tion of this class, also, that his largest num ber of pas toral vis its are
made; for af flic tion, poverty and death of ten come upon them like an
armed man; with out friends and means, and strangers in a strange
land, they es pe cially need the con so la tions of re li gion and the mer ci- 
ful of fices of the Church. We com plain not of this large ex pen di ture
of time and strength, for the pe cu liar prov ince of the min istry of the
Word is to this very class. We re fer to these facts only to show that
the fluc tu at ing char ac ter of our pop u la tion has ever been a se ri ous ob- 
sta cle in the es tab lish ment of our church. Other con gre ga tions have
been in creased by those who were here gath ered out of the world, and



303

it is a source of un speak able con so la tion to know that many of those
who here wit nessed the good con fes sion are pil lars else where. But the
par ent church has been sadly weak ened by this con stant drain upon
her mem ber ship, and years of pa tient toil have been nec es sary again
to fill up the ranks and strengthen the things that re mained and were
ready to die. On the other hand it is also true that many valu able ac- 
ces sions have been re ceived by oc cu py ing the po si tion which we do.
We dis missed al most as many as we re ceived from sis ter churches,
and on sev eral oc ca sions the con gre ga tion was weak ened by the loss
of its most ef fi cient mem bers who were here brought to the knowl- 
edge of the church.

"Sec ond. An other ob sta cle in the growth of the church is found in
the fact that this was the only Eng lish Lutheran con gre ga tion in Pitts- 
burgh and vicin ity. Other de nom i na tions were well sup plied with pas- 
tors and churches, not only in the dif fer ent parts of the city, but even
in the sub urbs and sur round ing vil lages. By their lo cal po si tion they
were en abled to cul ti vate their re spec tive fields with what
Dr. Chalmers calls ‘the thick-set hus bandry.’ They could ex plore ev- 
ery foot of their ter ri tory, pen e trate into ev ery al ley and street, and as- 
cer tain the spir i tual des ti tu tion of their in hab i tants, and by the ma- 
chin ery of Sun day-schools and benev o lent so ci eties could gather in
the ne glected youth and the out casts from so ci ety and from God. In
our case, how ever, this kind of thor ough work was an im pos si bil ity.
The most that could be done was to su per fi cial ize over a large sur face
and be sat is fied with the re sults. The mem ber ship of the church were
scat tered over a large area of nearly ten miles in bound ary. They re- 
side not only in Pitts burgh and Al le gheny, but also in East Lib erty,
Oak land, Min ersville, Lawrenceville, South Pitts burgh, Sligo, Mt.
Wash ing ton, Tem per anceville, Chartier’s Creek, IManch ester, Troy
Hill and Sharps burg. Af ter the in crease of the con gre ga tion and their
dis per sion over so large a ter ri tory the most that could be ac com- 
plished by the pas tor was to visit the sick and af flicted in all cases
which came to his knowl edge, and con sci en tiously to im prove the re- 
main ing time in such pas toral vis i ta tions as ap peared most need ful
and were within his power. Dur ing the prin ci pal part of the past ten
years he has felt that, to be per ma nently use ful, much of his work



304

must be mis sion ary in its char ac ter. While his first care was to build
up the church com mit ted to his charge and re lieve it from its em bar- 
rass ment, the sec ondary ob ject was to pre pare the way for the or ga ni- 
za tion of other churches in his field. And if these ef forts have not
been so suc cess ful as was hoped, the re gret of no one was greater
than his own when he saw that the same con di tion of things must still
con tinue, and that the day of re lief was still as far dis tant as be fore. In
at tempt ing to cul ti vate so large a ter ri tory he does not claim to have
done what other min sters ought to do, and many have done, to the
peo ple in their charge. He is, how ever, con scious that he has en deav- 
ored to do what he could un der all the cir cum stances of the case. That
he has failed to sat isfy him self and, per haps, oth ers, he is painfully
sen si ble; but he is per suaded that no man can sat isfy his own con- 
science nor the peo ple of his charge in so ex tended a field. Un til ad di- 
tional la bor ers are pro cured and other con gre ga tions are es tab lished,
the time, en ergy and strength of a pas tor must be to a great ex tent oc- 
cu pied in keep ing in re pair the en clo sures of the field en trusted to his
care in stead of cul ti vat ing the ground.

"A third dif fi culty in our es tab lish ment as a church has been the
pres sure of the debt which re mained af ter our house of wor ship was
con se crated. The ex is tence of such a debt will not be thought sur pris- 
ing when the fact is re mem bered that in Oc to ber, 1840, when the
church was con se crated, only thirty-nine com mu ni cants were re- 
ported as be long ing to the con gre ga tion. The cost of the lots on which
the church and sex ton’s house stand was eight thou sand five hun dred
dol lars, and of the build ing prob a bly nine thou sand dol lars more,
mak ing the whole cost nearly eigh teen thou sand dol lars. Of this
amount about three thou sand five hun dred dol lars were col lected by
ar du ous ex er tions at home, prin ci pally from the few mem bers, and
per haps a thou sand dol lars abroad by the Rev. J. M’Cron, the pas tor,
thus leav ing a debt of thir teen thou sand five hun dred dol lars. From
the be gin ning this has been a source of great af flic tion. But for this
hin drance the church might have es tab lished a num ber of mis sion
churches in the new wards and at the same time greatly in creased her
own ef fi ciency and strength. Its apol ogy for con tract ing such a debt is
that, though poor and weak and un sup ported by de nom i na tional con- 
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nec tions in this com mu nity, it was urged into its con tracts by the most
flat ter ing pub lic and pri vate en cour age ments. These con tracts ul ti- 
mately in volved a much greater ex pense than was an tic i pated; the
sud den re vul sion in busi ness af fairs aug mented and mul ti plied dif fi- 
cul ties, and when by the un ex pected and most gen er ous kind ness of
one of the mem bers in the hour of great est need, the money was ad- 
vanced to pay for the lots and the con trac tors’ bills, and the church
was thus saved from the sher iff’s hands; it be came im pos si ble, at that
time, to free it from em bar rass ment. This un wa ver ing friend of the
church, though won der fully sus tained, has been at times greatly em- 
bar rassed, while the pas tor and coun cil, most anx ious to see that ev- 
ery thing pos si ble should be done for his re lief and the re demp tion of
the church, have been of ten dis tressed al most be yond mea sure.

"It is not nec es sary that I should re count the dif fer ent ef forts
which were made to bring about this re sult dur ing the past ten years.
With a una nim ity and lib er al ity which was de light ful to con tem plate
this great un der tak ing was com menced and pros e cuted with spirit.
Not with stand ing these re peated ef forts a debt of some six thou sand
dol lars still re mained. It will be grat i fy ing to the con gre ga tion to learn
that this sum has just been sub scribed by the lib er al ity of a few of the
mem bers who have given their notes for this amount, so that the
church in a few years will be free from all pe cu niary em bar rass ment.
It is with a glad heart that we make this an nounce ment, for we re gard
this as the crown ing act which opens to our church a fu ture and em i- 
nent suc cess. For what right have we to ex pect the di vine bless ing
when we suf fer the house of God to be weighed down with the pres- 
sure of debt? How can re li gion pros per when its pas tor and of fi cers
are per plexed and care-worn about the outer busi ness of the house of
God? How can we en joy the com forts of our own homes and
dwellings when we know that the very tem ple in which we ha bit u ally
wor ship is en cum bered with pe cu niary li a bil ity? No, my brethren, the
place of prayer must not, dare not, be in debt. We re joice in the
speedy prospect of re lief in the case of this church. We sin cerely
thank those brethren who have done them selves the honor to wipe out
this stain from our his tory, and we pray God so to bless them in their
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bas ket and store that they may be able, even be fore the promised
time, to re move all the traces of our for mer em bar rass ment.

"We have thus hastily re viewed the strug gles of the past ten years
in the hope that, by weav ing to gether the per ish ing frag ments of our
his tory and thus re new ing the re mem brance of a pe riod which to
many of us is the most im por tant in our lives, we might be led to
adore the God who hath hith erto helped us, and to ren der to Him the
praise and glory which are His due. Surely He who hath pre pared for
us a ta ble in the pres ence of our en e mies and made our cup to run
over will cause His good ness and mercy to fol low us all the days of
our life, and we shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

"The his tory of this church for sev eral years past is known to most
of you who are present this morn ing. I need not en large on this topic
or en deavor to call up be fore your minds those scenes in which you
have so re cently taken a per sonal part. They are as fa mil iar as house- 
hold words and will live in your re mem brance as the lights and shad- 
ows of your re li gious life.

“Did time per mit it would be a pleas ing task minutely to de scribe
the present con di tion of this church in or der to ex cite our grat i tude to
God for His mer cies. We live in con stant en joy ment of its priv i leges
and or di nances. Ev ery re turn ing Sab bath finds us with our fam i lies in
this earthly tem ple, par tic i pat ing in the high and solemn ser vices of
the sanc tu ary. We have peace in our bor ders and pros per ity in our
palaces. We have a pure Gospel, a fel low ship of brethren and a com- 
mu nion with all who love our Lord Je sus Christ in sin cer ity. The con- 
gre ga tion is in creas ing; the mem ber ship is in creas ing; the spirit of
lib er al ity is in creas ing; the spirit of hu man ity is in creas ing; and the
kind, mer ci ful spirit of pure re li gion is in creas ing; a de sire for knowl- 
edge and ho li ness is in creas ing. In a word, there is a more in tense
long ing among us for the pure, peace ful, gen tle and mer ci ful re li gion
of the Lord Je sus Christ in our hearts and in the hearts of all men.”
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1. This Sid ney was at this time work ing in a store in Pitts burgh. He re- 
mained in mer can tile busi ness all his life. He was a founder and a pil- 
lar of the Eng lish Lutheran Church at Zelieno ple. He was known far
and wide for his busi ness in tegrity and lib er al ity. All through his long
and pros per ous life he took a deep in ter est in and lib er ally as sisted in
all the char i ta ble work of his brother William.↩ 
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12. Re signs First Church – Mul- 
ti plied Labors – Gath ers And

Builds Churches

FOR SOME TIME pre vi ous to this ser mon Mr. Pas sa vant had felt that
he could not carry the church much longer to gether with all his other work.
He felt that the church was not get ting the at ten tion that it de served, and
that there was some ground for the crit i cisms against which he had de- 
fended him self in the ser mon. He knew, to his sor row, that his pas toral vis its
had been sorely ne glected. He was also sadly con scious of the fact that his
ser mons could not and did not re ceive the time and at ten tion that should
have been given them. He had lit tle time tor study, and he of ten felt guilty
when he en tered the pul pit, and more guilty when he left it. His ideals of
preach ing were high. His abil ity was far above the or di nary. He was rec og- 
nized as among the best preach ers in Pitts burgh, which_ at that time had an
un usual ar ray of bril liant pul pit or a tors. His church had at tracted more in tel- 
li gent out siders than any other in the city. Its de lighted hear ers had been
from among the best classes in all de nom i na tions. The stu dents from the
Pres by te rian Sem i nary in Al le gheny fre quented his evening ser vices, and he
had been much sought af ter to speak on all sorts of pub lic oc ca sions.

But dur ing the late years of his mul ti plied labors he knew that he was not
do ing jus tice ei ther to him self or to his peo ple. What could he do? He
dearly loved his peo ple and was not less loved by them. He could not for a
long time en dure the thought of re sign ing, but the un wel come ne ces sity be- 
came more and more clear. He be came sat is fied that it must come.

Dur ing the lat ter part of the year 1854 he first men tioned his de ter mi na- 
tion to his mother in these words:
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“At the next meet ing of the church coun cil I in tend to hand in my
res ig na tion, to take ef fect on the first of April, and if they can not be
sup plied be fore by an other pas tor and de sire me to con tinue, on the
first of June. If the lat ter is the case I will then have been pas tor for
eleven years. A long time, and yet how short it ap pears now that it
has nearly passed away. I can say with truth that no one act of my life
has been longer or more calmly con sid ered, and I am per fectly easy
in my mind about the ques tion of duty in this mat ter. Pos si bly I may
be mis taken in the in di ca tion of events, but it ap pears to me that my
life is to be de voted to the cause of mercy among the poor and suf fer- 
ing. Should the fu ture con vince me that I have mis taken my vo ca tion,
I shall know that no earthly mo tives or ob ject im pelled me to ac cept
the course I have taken.”

His mother was greatly ex er cised and not a lit tle wor ried at this news. To
her mind it meant a lay ing down of the min istry of the Gospel. She had ob- 
jected more and more to his tak ing upon him self so many heavy bur dens.
Her Ger man heart was es pe cially vexed at the con tract ing of so many and
such heavy debts and at the need of the con stant “beg ging,” as she called it.
When he was about to con tract for the erec tion of some nec es sary build ings
on the Zelieno ple Or phan Farm she had writ ten him this al most bit ter com- 
plaint:

“As to your suc cess in col lect ing, no one else, I be lieve, would
have got so much in so short a time; but, af ter all, what are the few
hun dreds in view of the many thou sands nec es sary for the im mense
build ing you are again un der tak ing? For, be sides the fif teen thou sand
dol lars as per con tract, there will again be many ‘ex tras,’ fenc ing,
lay ing out the grounds and now the build ing of a sta ble and nec es sary
con ve niences for Mr. Bassler, which will swell the al ready enor mous
sum to sev eral thou sands more. What ‘ap peals,’ what ‘fes ti vals’ will
be needed till this large amount is col lected, and how mor ti fy ing to
al ways see my son be fore the pub lic in the char ac ter of a beg gar! The
‘faith’ of which you speak so much seems to me in such a case noth- 
ing but pre sump tion. In fact, faith, be ing the sub stance of things not
seen, re lates more to spir i tual things, and in tem po ral ones only to as- 
sis tance from ills which we have not brought on our selves by our
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own fault. But when we rush head long into dif fi cul ties, make enor- 
mous debts while we are com manded to ‘owe no man,’ I do not be- 
lieve we are au tho rized to ex pect re lief. You will per haps re ply ‘that it
is too late now to pause.’ But you must re mem ber that from the first I
made the same ob jec tions, and when you en gaged the land from
Ziegler (while I hap pened to be ab sent in Ohio) you com forted me
with the as sur ance ‘that it would be years be fore build ings would be
erected.’ You must, there fore, not won der that I am dis mayed when I
find these trou bles come on like an avalanche while I am yet here.”

He an swers her briefly thus:

“I have been greatly trou bled of late, dear est mother, to find that
you take things so hard con cern ing the re spon si bil i ties which I have
as sumed. Would that I could say some thing to al lay your fears in my
be half. But I can only add, in ad di tion to what I have al ready said,
that ev ery day’s ex pe ri ence con vinces me more and more that ‘he that
be lieveth shall not be con founded.’ On Wednes day, in vis it ing a sick
lady near Lawrenceville (Mrs. Collins, who has had a stroke of paral- 
y sis) a gen tle man met me and told me that on men tion ing his in ten- 
tion to his wife to give two hun dred dol lars to the Home she begged
him to make it two hun dred and fifty and charge her with the ad di- 
tional sum. And so in stances of sim i lar in ter po si tion are con stantly
oc cur ring which make it im pos si ble for me to doubt that there is a
hand above which is ad just ing all things to the praise and glory of His
holy name.”

But when he fi nally re solved to re sign she al most re belled and wrote one of
the sever est let ters he had ever re ceived from her. This let ter from that good
mother, whom he loved so dearly and whose good ad vice he de lighted to
fol low, hurt him sorely, and he an swered:

"Your truly kind let ter has been duly re ceived and is grate fully ac- 
knowl edged. I con fess, how ever, that it has caused me no lit tle un- 
easi ness, for I see that you greatly mis un der stand my po si tion in the
fu ture, and I do not won der that this gives your ten der heart anx i ety
and pain. There is no one or earth whose opin ion has more weight
upon my mind than yours, dear est mother, and cer tainly there are
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none whom I am more anx ious to gain over to my way of re gard ing
cer tain things than you, the guide and friend of my youth and the one
to whom un der God I owe the lit tle of good that is in my char ac ter,
and the mea sure of use ful ness which I have been per mit ted (though
so un wor thy) to at tain. And, there fore, on the risk of writ ing on a
thread-bare theme, for my own peace of mind and your re lief (for I
can not but think that much of your pain arises from a mis con cep tion)
you will per mit me to write once more on the sub ject.

"And first, I con fess to the sad side of the pic ture, the res ig na tion
of my church and the sun der ing of the ties which have so long and so
pleas antly bound me to this peo ple. That I will feel all this, even more
deeply than the con gre ga tion, I knew full well and have re flected
upon it much for many years in look ing for ward to this event.

"But in the sec ond place you greatly err in re gard ing this as a lay- 
ing down of the min istry for what you re gard as sec u lar things per- 
tain ing merely to the bod ies of men. I con fess that I was wounded by
the quo ta tion from the let ter I wrote when I en tered the min istry, nor
do I see in what way I am to be charged with hav ing for saken the
ground then ex pressed. My views and feel ings are pre cisely the same,
and no price could in duce me to cease preach ing the gospel, I mean
not a ‘beg ging’ gospel, but the gospel of Christ, ‘which is the power
of God unto sal va tion to ev ery one that be lieveth.’ I have never yet,
when away from home, preached a ser mon on ‘giv ing,’ never any- 
thing that re ferred to it, never one in the cause of or phans or the sick,
but al ways a ser mon for the spir i tual wel fare of the con gre ga tion; and
when any ad dresses were made on these top ics they were an nounced
as such in the evening or gen er ally dur ing the week. Ser mons on ‘giv- 
ing,’ etc., I have none, and while some brethren may be able to
preach them, I can not. The most that I have ever done in this line
when abroad was to make a brief state ment of five min utes in length
of the Home and its aims just be fore bene dic tion, and then leave the
whole sub ject to the vol un tary ac tion of pi ous peo ple to send in any
money if they de sire it. Nor have I ever yet taken up a col lec tion in a
church for the Home af ter such a state ment. This, dear mother, is the
amount of my ‘beg ging’ and the idea and mode I pur sue when I go
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East and as oc ca sion may of fer la bor be tween times for the Home.
Un less my views of duty as well as all my feel ings un dergo an en tire
change, it is the course I hope to pur sue here after.

“Be sides all this, so far from not preach ing at home and hav ing
idle Sun days, I have no idea of any thing of the kind. Preach, I will,
and preach I must, and ‘woe is me if I preach not the gospel.’ But I
can not but add a re mark or two on the ex pres sion ‘sec u lar’ in op po si- 
tion to ‘spir i tual’ anx i eties, of which you speak in your let ter. Here is
just where I have all along dif fered with so many of our Protes tant
min is ters. Al ready in Bal ti more I had a so ci ety for the re lief of phys i- 
cal suf fer ing, be cause such suf fer ing had to be re lieved in or der to do
the un happy vic tims spir i tual good. I do not, dear est mother, think
that any thing is com pa ra ble to the soul and its sal va tion. But what
won der that the suf fer ing lose all be lief in spir i tual things when so
many pas tors ne glect the plainest du ties to their wretched and mis er- 
able poor? What won der that re flect ing men are dis gusted at the re li- 
gion of our pewed city churches with their aw ful want of mercy and
char ity? Take the fol low ing as an il lus tra tion. You know I found poor
Alonzo Gross in jail, a rav ing ma niac; and for some weeks past we
have had Wes ley Hoon in the In fir mary, lit er ally cov ered with the
most loath some small pox. Here were the sons of our two next neigh- 
bors, both com pan ions of my boy hood, both ‘strangers’ in the city,
both un able to find a home in the hour of their dis tress at any price;
and what had the sec u lar au thor i ties for these un happy ones? A jail
for one and ab so lutely no place for the other. The spir i tual au thor i ties
of the city had done noth ing, but, like the priest and the Levite, were
pass ing by on the other side. Now, when such a state of things ex ists
here and else where, is it go ing out of the ap pro pri ate sphere of the
min istry to en deavor to do some thing more than to preach the gospel?
The gospel must be lived as well as told, or men dis re gard it as an
idle dream. All this we feel more deeply in such a bustling city where
ev ery one is for him self and peo ple scarcely know each other, much
more than it is pos si ble in the quiet homes of our vil lage. And if I ex- 
press my self strongly, it is not for want of a proper re gard for the
opin ions of her whose will to me is next to that of God, but be cause I
see such an amount of un cared-for wretched ness from day to day, and



313

such gen eral and aw ful in suf fi ciency, in dif fer ence and pos i tive ne- 
glect on the part of many min is ters that I feel it to be my duty to
preach in a po si tion in which I may be able at the same time to con- 
trib ute my mite in the re lief of suf fer ing hu man ity and its sal va tion.”

His an swer in a man ner rec on ciles his mother, and she replies:

“I was glad to find from your let ter that you still take the same de- 
light in preach ing as in the hap pier times when you first en tered the
min istry. But could you not spir i tu ally do good by as sist ing other
min is ters with out en cum ber ing your self afresh with a new con gre ga- 
tion? Have you not ex per i men tally dis cov ered that it is im pos si ble for
you to do jus tice to it and also to your trou ble some In sti tu tions? For
al though your con gre ga tion may be but small at first, yet the con ve- 
nience of ‘free seats’ will soon fill it, and with a peo ple too un able to
con trib ute much to the nec es sary re pairs and church ex penses, so that
by this new un der tak ing a prospect of more col lect ing labors is be fore
you and the cer tainty of greatly hurt ing the feel ings of your old con- 
gre ga tion, who will very nat u rally con clude that if you can at tend to
the du ties of a new con gre ga tion (in some re spects more ar du ous) you
might just as well have re mained with one where ev ery thing was un- 
der way and in or der. I am un for tu nate, dear William, to be obliged to
act so of ten as a damper in your well-meant zeal. It is not from a wish
to con tra dict, but be cause I have more ex pe ri ence and fore thought,
and our minds are en tirely dif fer ently con sti tuted. The hap pi ness of
your life is to give scope to your fer tile imag i na tion and form plans
on which you al low your self to dwell till they be come ‘con vic tions’
of duty, while it would make me in sane to be dis tracted with such
man i fold re spon si bil i ties. There fore I shall add noth ing more on these
sub jects but my sin cer est wish that you may not fail in your mul ti far i- 
ous en ter prises.”

When, on Jan. 8, 1855, he of fered his res ig na tion to the church coun cil, he
made it fi nal, so that the coun cil was com pelled to ac cept it. A com mit tee
was ap pointed to draw up an ad dress to the re tir ing pas tor. This com mit tee
af ter wards re ported these res o lu tions through Thomas H. Lane, which were
unan i mously adopted and pre sented to Mr, Pas sa vant:
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"Whereas, The pas toral re la tion which has ex isted dur ing the last
eleven years be tween the Rev. Wm. A. Pas sa vant and the First Eng- 
lish Evan gel i cal Lutheran church of this city has been ter mi nated by
his vol un tary res ig na tion, he be ing im pelled to the re lin quish ment of
his charge of the con gre ga tion by the ac cu mu lated labors and re spon- 
si bil i ties in ci dent to the ex pand ing de mands of benev o lent en ter prises
founded by him in the church, and to which he feels called by the
voice of God to de vote en tirely his time and en er gies, we feel
prompted to record our sense of sor row at the loss we sus tain as a
con gre ga tion in thus be ing de prived of his able and earnest min is tra- 
tions; there fore

"Re solved, That we cher ish with grat i tude to God the re mem- 
brance of that pe riod of our his tory dur ing which he presided over our
con gre ga tion, a pe riod char ac ter ized by a mu tual par tic i pa tion in
many sig nal man i fes ta tions of mercy, as well as the en durance of
many dark hours of ad ver sity and af flic tion.

"Re solved, That we es teem him as an able am bas sador for Christ,
who in the pub lic dis charge of the du ties of his call ing amongst us
has been dis tin guished for his earnest and elo quent pre sen ta tion of
‘the truth as it is in Je sus,’ and that whilst pre fer ring to win souls to
the ser vice of the Re deemer by the per sua sive mo tives of the cross he
‘kept back noth ing that was prof itable to us.’ Whilst he ever sought
promi nently to set be fore his peo ple that ‘pure re li gion and un de filed
be fore God and the Fa ther is this: To visit the fa ther less and the
widow in their af flic tion and keep our selves unspot ted from the
world,’ his own pri vate char ac ter has beau ti fully adorned the sa cred
pre cept.

“Re solved, That we shall not only cher ish the re mem brance of his
for mer labors amongst us, but shall like wise fol low with our sym pa- 
thies and prayers his ef forts to re lieve suf fer ing hu man ity and ex tend
the Mas ter’s King dom in the sphere of his present en gage ments, com- 
mend ing him, his fam ily and his prospects to the guardian care of
Him whom we serve in the full as sur ance that ‘he shall in no wise
lose his re ward.’”
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As no pas tor could be se cured at once, Mr. Pas sa vant still had to serve for
about half a year. Dur ing these fi nal months, he and his fam ily were made
to feel more than ever how deep was the love of this peo ple to ward them.
The last Sun day came and with it the tears and kind words and silent pres- 
sure of the hand that speaks more than words. The heavy labors of a city
pas tor were over. He writes to his mother:

“I find it ex ceed ingly de light ful to be re lieved in mind from the
heavy charge of so large a con gre ga tion, and can not be suf fi ciently
grate ful to God that I was en abled to make the sac ri fice of my sit u a- 
tion for the sake of His suf fer ing poor. Since my res ig na tion ev ery- 
thing has worked to gether for good, and in many de light ful ways has
God given me to feel that I am as suredly in the path of duty. I will tell
you of some of these strange and de light ful ex pe ri ences when we
meet.”

About Christ mas 1855, he writes his mother this in ter est ing ac count of the
new man ner of life:

"My dear est mother, A happy Christ mas to you, thou dear and
faith ful Guide and Friend and Mother of my youth and man hood!
May our heav enly Fa ther look gra ciously upon you on the morn ing of
this sweet day,which com mem o rates the com ing of our Lord in the
flesh, and bless you with a long life and vig or ous health, and His
peace which pas seth all un der stand ing. May you be cheered by the
fil ial love and grat i tude and obe di ence of your chil dren while you
live, and be re freshed by the un mis tak able ev i dences of God’s bless- 
ing rest ing upon them and their off spring. These with ev ery other
bene dic tion which a lov ing heart can wish for those it loves, I fer- 
vently be seech Almighty God upon your be half.

"I can not omit speak ing about the re sults of my new mode of life,
dear est mother, as this has given you so many anx i eties and cares for
our sake. In a few days more it will be seven months since I felt
called upon to re sign the church and cast my self and fam ily upon
God. Af ter thir teen years of se vere pas toral la bor I feel that I needed
a change for a longer or shorter pe riod as the case might be. I needed
time for the set tling up of many un set tled things, for a freer mode of
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op er a tion, un ham pered and un hin dered by the in ces sant fu ner als and
vis i ta tions of a large and widely dis persed con gre ga tion. Af ter seven
months of trial I have learned not a few lessons, but I am more and
more thank ful ev ery day for the step which God gave me grace to
take. In ad di tion to the col lec tion of sev eral thou sand dol lars for the
Home and Farm School and In fir mary, and the great amount of la bor,
trav el ing and cor re spon dence which were re quired by the pe cu liar sit- 
u a tion of the Farm School just at its com mence ment, the sum of five
thou sand dol lars has been given me for the pur chase of the farm of
the Widow’s Home at Rochester. A beau ti ful site of eleven acres ad- 
join ing it has been pre sented for a school for poor chil dren, and a
con di tional prom ise of three thou sand dol lars vol un tar ily made me to- 
wards it by a gen tle man in this city. In the case of both these things I
will do noth ing, so help me God, un til the means are fur nished to
com plete the build ing, while a good res i dence for the di rec tor al ready
stands on the place with all the nec es sary out houses. Be sides at tend- 
ing Syn ods in Har ris burg, Can ton, and Day ton, and in many ways
preach ing, lec tur ing and op er at ing for mis sions and mercy, I have vis- 
ited some six of the Mis sions of Synod, as IMis sion Pres i dent and in
dif fer ent ways sought to es tab lish and build them up. Dur ing the un- 
oc cu pied Sun days I have gone down to Rochester, where a church
ninety feet in length is now be ing roofed in and where ev ery prospect
ex ists of es tab lish ing a much larger con gre ga tion than the one I re- 
signed. What the fi nal re sults may be at Rochester, I can not now say,
but I have never be fore la bored in a more hope ful field, or with more
of hope and sat is fac tion than there. You will there fore, see that so far
from re tir ing from the ac tive du ties of the min istry by such a life I am
in them as fully as ever and the re sults of the first seven months’ la- 
bor have far ex ceeded my most san guine hopes. I de sire to give all
the praise and honor to Him who alone has given this suc cess, and to
thank Him un ceas ingly for His mercy.

"The great ad van tage of my present po si tion is that my ser vices
cost these dif fer ent in ter ests noth ing, while the fact that I was la bor- 
ing freely and in a dis in ter ested man ner has not only in creased my
use ful ness but greatly aug mented the amount of col lec tions and do na- 
tions in their be half.
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“But how have I been sup ported? I scarcely know, if I must con- 
fess it. One gen tle man in Bal ti more, an Epis co palian, gave me fifty
dol lars, a mem ber of my church gave twenty dol lars, and this is the
sum to tal of do na tions in money yet re ceived! And yet I have paid my
rent till Oc to ber, have made no debts, and am now more lib er ally pro- 
vided for with pota toes, cab bage, sauer kraut, meat, flour, meal, sugar,
cof fee, tea, etc., than I ever have been since we kept house. Nei ther
have I used the legacy from Ger many nor the five hun dred dol lars of
wed ding fees which I bor rowed from Eliza to meet a pay ment on a
church lot ad join ing the In fir mary and which is on in ter est. Dur ing all
this time, I can say with per fect truth that we have never lacked, and
though not a few times with out a far thing, when ever we re ally needed
ei ther money or other things, we re ceived them in one way or an other
with out our in ter po si tion or ask ing. As an ex am ple, just as we were
about lay ing in our win ter stock of gro ceries last week there came
from some un known source a bar rel of flour, a bag of cof fee, keg of
sugar, tea, rice, starch, etc. Very few per sons know any thing or even
sus pect any thing of my real sit u a tion, but still God sup plies all our
wants and we know nei ther care nor anx i ety about the fu ture. Oh, that
men would praise the Lord for His good ness and for His won der ful
mercy to the sons of men. Farewell. Dear Eliza unites in ten der love
to you all and the lit tle ones send each a kiss to their dear grand- 
mamma.”

On the oc ca sion of a visit to the East in the Au tumn of 1860, the Board of
Trustees of Penn syl va nia Col lege con ferred upon him the ti tle of Doc tor of
Di vin ity. He pos i tively de clined the honor. To his mother he writes:

“My visit to Get tys burg was a sea son of high so cial en joy ment and
only one thing gave me trou ble, and that was the fool ish and most un- 
wel come doc tor ate which an noyed me be yond mea sure, un til I had
met with the Board in the af ter noon af ter Com mence ment, and af ter
thank ing the Fac ulty and the trustees for the un mer ited com pli ment,
po litely handed the whole af fair back. Headache and heartache were
then gone and though I was se verely cen sured by my best friends
(with the ex cep tion of brother Bassler) I was once more re lieved and
happy. Apro pos of such tri fles, I think them all ‘well enough’ in the



318

case of em i nent schol ars and di vines, but wretch edly out of place in
the case of the great bulk of men who wear them or strain af ter them,
as many do. Hence, I was wholly un will ing to have such a han dle to
my name, which ought to mean a great deal, but in my case and many
more means re ally noth ing. But enough on this un pleas ant sub ject.
Never will I use it in con nec tion with my name and trust that oth ers
will re spect my feel ings and do me the kind ness to leave it off for- 
ever.”

In spite of all his dis claimers, how ever, the ti tle stuck to him and from the
time he re ceived it we call him Doc tor Pas sa vant.

Dur ing the win ter of 1858, his fam ily was af flicted for nine weeks with
scar let fever. This vir u lent dis ease had bro ken out in the Girls’ Or phan
Home and had been car ried from there into Pas sa vant’s home. Dur ing all
these weary weeks, when death seemed to be hov er ing over the fam ily, the
goad and grind of the work must go on. The large fam ily of sick and or- 
phans in the In sti tu tions must have medicine and bread. Col lec tions must be
made to pay the bills that were daily ac cu mu lat ing. The Mis sion ary must be
edited and cor re spon dence kept up and the care of all the churches car ried.

In the chap ter which gives us the Di rec tor’s re port on the or phans, we
have an ac count of the open ing of the Ger man town Or phan Home and of
the hand that Dr. Pas sa vant and his Dea conesses had in its in cep tion and
ini tial man age ment. The dis cour age ment and hard ships in ci dent to its start- 
ing, es pe cially dur ing the long siege of sick ness in the Pas sa vant fam ily, so
dis cour aged the man age ment that they thought of tem po rar ily clos ing its
doors. When Dr. Pas sa vant was in formed of this, his pa tience al most failed
him. He would not hear to such a move ment for a mo ment. The idea of
clos ing up an In sti tu tion of mercy, which he be lieved was, as all his other
in sti tu tions were a child of Prov i dence and of prayer, seemed to him to sa- 
vor too much of un be lief and dis obe di ence to ward the di vine Mas ter. He
protested vig or ously, went on at once to Ger man town, lent a help ing hand
and again re vived hope and courage. The In sti tu tion was not closed.
Mrs. Scha ef fer was the ef fi cient and coura geous lo cal leader in the move- 
ment. She stood nobly by Dr. Pas sa vant and at his sug ges tion took up the
work with new de ter mi na tion and zeal.
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On the oc ca sion of this hasty trip to Phil a del phia, Dr. Pas sa vant was
urged to al low him self to be called as pas tor to St. Mark’s Eng lish Lutheran
Church. This was one of the most de sir able con gre ga tions in the Gen eral
Synod, but noth ing could tempt him from his cho sen path in the work of
mercy.

We have no ticed in ci den tally how the Doc tor for a num ber of years mis- 
sion ated among the hills and val leys of Beaver County about eigh teen miles
be low Pitts burgh. In con nec tion with his work at Rochester, Pa., be gun by
preach ing in the car shop there, he used to visit the vil lage of Baden on
Sun day af ter noons. There he preached at first in a school house and af ter- 
wards built the neat frame church. Af ter he had gath ered a goodly con gre- 
ga tion and built a church at Rochester, he rere signed that con gre ga tion and
gave his Sun days to Baden and the re gions round about, es tab lish ing con- 
gre ga tions and build ing churches at Logstown, Crow’s Run and Re hoboth.
Thus he set an ex am ple of how mis sion work can be done at home by ev ery
pas tor who is will ing to take up the ex tra toil it costs. In urg ing such mis- 
sion work upon our pas tors, the Doc tor writes:

"Now it is not too much to say that there are thou sands of such ne- 
glected fields over the land. We know of great stretches of coun try,
in deed, whole coun ties into which our Ger man and Scan di na vian
peo ple have been go ing for years for whose spir i tual ben e fit no pro vi- 
sions what ever have been made. Ask the pas tors in the ad join ing
coun ties and they will prob a bly re ply that here or there may be found
an in di vid ual or fam ily of em i grants, but that ‘they are so scat tered
that noth ing can be done for them.’ In fact no one knows the real con- 
di tion of af fairs, and the con se quence is that noth ing is done to ex- 
plore the field or look af ter these ne glected ones. We have be fore us
such a county, only now par tially vis ited, where, un der faith ful ex plo- 
ration a most hope ful mis sion has been laid out with ev ery prospect
of es tab lish ing three churches. Not a few fam i lies have lived there
from twenty to thirty years and have worked their way up from
poverty to com fort able homes and farms. Such in stances might be
mul ti plied to an in def i nite ex tent. They show that our present sys tem
of mis sion at ing in the east is a most im per fect one. Even where Syn- 
ods are most en er getic in look ing af ter the ne glected, com par a tively
lit tle is done in seek ing the scat tered in di vid u als of our home and for- 



320

eign pop u la tion. Thou sands find them selves in a nom i nally Chris tian
land with churches on ev ery side, but with out the abil ity to un der- 
stand the lan guage in the land in which they are strangers. The iso la- 
tion is of ten most sad and their spir i tual state pitiable. The chil dren
grow up care less and god less or are alien ated from the faith and the
church of their par ents, never to be gath ered again.

"If it be said in this con nec tion, that our min istry is wholly in suf fi- 
cient for this great work, it is enough to add that we should do what
we can to sup ply the need. Vol un tary mis sion work might eas ily be
done by at least a thou sand of our pas tors in des ti tute lo cal i ties not
too far to be reached from the par ent church. Even sup pos ing that the
ap point ment is but a monthly one and on Sun day af ter noon the
prepara tory work can thus be done to wards the in gath er ing of the
peo ple into churches and the es tab lish ment of classes of in struc tion
and Sun day schools. We know of en tire pas torates thus built up with- 
out the sound of a ham mer or the out lay of a dol lar of mis sion money.
Let the mem bers of the Coun cil oc ca sion ally ac com pany the pas tor to
such points and in the ab sence of suit able work ers let some friendly
con veyance take out the needed singers and teach ers. In a word, in- 
stead of our churches be ing mere fun nels into which the wa ter of life
is poured, learn the les son of send ing forth wa ter from the wells of
sal va tion. Ev ery church, how ever, small or weak, should be a mis- 
sion ary church to share with oth ers the bread of life. Such home mis- 
sion work would bring new life into the churches and rev o lu tion ize
all old con cep tions of the gospel and its bless ings.

"The work of ex plo ration in neigh bor ing places and coun ties dare
not be ne glected. If nec es sary, with out longer de lay, let a few neigh- 
bor ing pas tors sup ply the charge of one or two of their num ber and
af ter the churches have com mended them to the grace of God, let
them go forth to seek the lost sheep of the house of Is rael. At the first
com ing in many places, only a sim ple ser vice can be held in the
evening, a few neigh bors be ing called in, but ap point ments could be
left for the preach ing of the Word on their re turn. In this way, in a few
weeks, scores of places could be vis ited and the word of sal va tion
brought to many a home.
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“But to do this ef fec tu ally, love to God and man must be the great
mo tive power. If at tempted in an other spirit, it will be a wretched fail- 
ure. It can not be done in cold blood. The fire of di vine love must
warm the heart. The holy en thu si asm of sav ing souls must fire the
spirit. ‘That my house may be full’ is the mo tive of Christ. He will
have all men to be saved and to ‘come to the knowl edge of the truth.’
Into one ness with this mer ci ful pur pose, the Church must be brought
and then will it ‘teach trans gres sors His way and sin ners shall be con- 
verted to God’.”

Af ter the ded i ca tion of the new church in Rochester, Pa., Dr. Pas sa vant
writes this rem i nis cent ed i to rial, which looks back to the Pitts burgh Church:

"In look ing back over the his tory of this church, we can not but
say: ‘What hath God wrought!’ In July it will be thirty one years
since the first ser mon was preached by a Lutheran min is ter in
Rochester. In the ab sence of any church ed i fice in the place, a mixed
mul ti tude were as sem bled in an un fin ished car fac tory, while the
work bench, with a board nailed across it for the Bible, was pointed
out as our pul pit. There and in a large paint shop, we preached for
eigh teen months, with out a sin gle mem ber. The year af ter, a large
Gothic church was built and at first ser vice in the un fin ished build ing,
with muslin in the win dows, and rough planks for seats, twelve per- 
sons were bap tized or con firmed. Once by the break ing up of the Car
Com pany and twice by the deaths of mem bers dur ing the war, the lit- 
tle flock was well-nigh scat tered. So also, by pas toral changes and the
de struc tion of the church by fire, with long va can cies be tween, the
faith of the con gre ga tion was sorely tried. And yet it clung to life
with mar velous tenac ity. It was, in deed, cast down, but was not de- 
stroyed. Of ten it seemed ‘as one dead’ and some said ‘it is dead.’ But
it hero ically said, ’ I shall not die, but live and praise the name of the
Lord.’ And here is the re sult:

"In ad di tion to the fine church at Rochester, the Baden charge of
four con gre ga tions, each hav ing their own com fort able church, has
since been es tab lished on a ter ri tory where not a mem ber of the
Lutheran Church was known for eigh teen months af ter ser vices were
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held. These all, in a cer tain sense, may be said to have grown out of
the un der tak ing at Rochester while the present church with a beau ti- 
ful house of wor ship and a mem ber ship of nearly one hun dred and
their own pas tor en ters upon a new ca reer of res ur rec tion and life.
Truly this is the Lord’s do ings and it is mar velous in our eyes!’ Unto
Him be glory by the church through out all ages, world with out end.
Amen!’

“But this les son of the di vine work ing is not the only one which
the his tory of this church and its con nec tions presents. It shows that
the apos tolic faith which Rome stig ma tized as ‘Lutheranism,’ is but
an other name for prim i tive Chris tian ity. All the ma te rial it needs, out
of which to build up liv ing churches, is sin ning and suf fer ing men.
From the first, the min is tra tions of the gospel in these places were to
the ne glected and lost. It was car ried into the lanes and streets, the
high ways and hedges, and men were made to see that they must re- 
pent and be lieve or per ish. In sev eral lo cal i ties, which no one would
en ter, the poor had the gospel preached to them and the hill side was
the pul pit and the hear ers sat upon the ground. The re sult is seen in
Chris tian con gre ga tions and well-or dered com mu ni ties, while the
young are grow ing up in Chris tian house holds. Out of the de bris of
such ne glected peo ple and de nom i na tions, God’s word has silently
builded up be liev ing churches whose char i ties al ready ex tend from
the suf fer ing at home to the hea then in In dia and the des ti tute in our
own land. It is in deed ‘a lit tle one,’ but great truths have been es tab- 
lished and all can see from the re sults that our Church can go forth
ev ery where preach ing the Word. The same blessed re sults will fol- 
low, for the Word which we con fess and preach ‘is the power of God
unto sal va tion to ev ery man that be lieveth, to the Jew first and also to
the Greek’.”

Dur ing the Sum mer of 1872, Mr. Pe ters had charge of the con gre ga tion at
Chartiers and Rochester, Pa., un der the su per vi sion of Dr. Pas sa vant. Of his
ex pe ri ence dur ing that mem o rable sum mer, he sent us the fol low ing rem i- 
nis cence:
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“It was in these two con gre ga tions that I had my first ex pe ri ence
as the pas tor and preacher un der the di rec tion and coun sel of Dr. Pas- 
sa vant. My very first ex pe ri ence in pas toral work was with him at
Chartiers. One morn ing he took me with him and we climbed the hills
and threaded the val leys to gether, vis it ing from house to house and
al ways pay ing spe cial at ten tion to the poor and the most needy. Af ter
a few words of greet ing and in quiry the Doc tor would take the Bible,
read and com ment briefly upon a pas sage and then we would all
kneel and he would of fer a prayer or call upon me to do so. This I did
with hes i ta tion and trem bling in his pres ence. The man ner in which I
was en abled to dis charge this hum ble duty seemed to please him and
was a source of en cour age ment to me and aided me in the con vic tion
that I had not mis taken my call ing. I was with him a great deal dur ing
that sum mer. When ever he re turned from one of his many ab sences,
he would send for me to tell him the state of af fairs in his large parish
and I would thus be en abled to spend a prof itable hour in his study.
Al though one of the busiest of men at all times, and the great est let ter
writer I ever knew, he would al ways find time to talk to young men
who were study ing for the min istry. I soon found that one of his
habits in deal ing with young men was to put them on their met tle.
Fre quently, it would be Sat ur day evening be fore I would find out
where I was to preach next morn ing. He had ad vised me in the be gin- 
ning to pre pare a few good ser mons of a gen eral char ac ter and to
mas ter them so thor oughly that I could make use of them on short no- 
tice. He even sug gested sub jects for such ser mons. But af ter I had
preached for some time in the two con gre ga tions, my stock was used
up and Sat ur day evening, would find me un pre pared to go to the
same place where I had been the Sun day be fore. The Doc tor be lieved
in test ing his boys in this way.”We did not take to it kindly at the time
but it proved ben e fi cial in the fu ture. The sever est test I had was at a
re union of the boys and girls of the two or phan homes held at
Zelieno ple. I rode over with the girls from Rochester in the big wag- 
ons, singing along the way. Af ter din ner in the grove, the Doc tor
came to me and said that he would call upon me for a short ad dress.
Af ter much fear and trem bling, I got through af ter a fash ion. Noth ing
that I ever did in my con nec tion with the Doc tor pleased him so well
and he was un usu ally free in his com men da tions.
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“Dur ing the whole sum mer the Doc tor never said a word about re- 
mu ner a tion; this was an other of his fa vorite tests. The con gre ga tions
gave me noth ing. As the time to re turn to the Sem i nary drew near, I
be came quite anx ious. The Doc tor had pro vided for me at the hos pi tal
and had fur nished me with trav el ing ex penses and pocket money. But
how was I to get through the Sem i nary? A few days be fore I was to
leave for Phil a del phia, the good Doc tor called me aside and handed
me two hun dred dol lars. I tell you I was glad. I thanked God and took
courage. I never found out whether he paid this out of his own pocket
or re ceived it from the con gre ga tions.”

Dr. Pas sa vant knew the value of pas toral vis its. We have seen that while he
had a church he was a model pas tor among the peo ple. He knew how to ap- 
proach all classes and con di tions of men and how to give to each a word in
sea son. He knew how to make ev ery visit count for the tem po ral and spir i- 
tual good of the one vis ited. The writer of this, when a the o log i cal stu dent,
had the priv i lege of as sist ing him for two sum mers in his mis sion work in
the con gre ga tions of Chartiers Creek and in Beaver County. Those months
of mis sion at ing can never be for got ten. It was then and there that we
learned our pas toral the ol ogy. It was in the daily com pan ion ship of this man
of God as he went in and out, talked, read and prayed with all kinds of peo- 
ple in all kinds of places called homes, that we be gan to re al ize what “Seel- 
sorge”. or the care of souls means. What a bless ing it would be if all our
the o log i cal stu dents could thus spend a year go ing about in pas toral work
with a godly and con se crated “Seel sorger.” Again and again the thought
comes to us that a great desider a tum of our the o log i cal train ing is a real
soul clinic un der the guid ing and in spir ing eye and hand of a soul physi cian.
We give a brief ed i to rial of Dr. Pas sa vant on Pas toral Vis itng:

"It would be dif fi cult to over state the im por tance of pas toral vis it- 
ing. The reader will please put em pha sis on the right word, we say,
pas toral vis it ing. Min is ters some times ex cuse their ne glect of this
duty by al leg ing that they can see no good re sult ing from their vis its.
But they will find, if such be the case, that the rea son of it al most in- 
vari ably is that they do not visit as pas tors. To hurry into a house, loll
for a few mo ments on the sofa, look at the pic tures on the walls, ask
care lessly one or two ques tions about the fam ily with out lis ten ing to
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the an swer, this we freely ad mit is use less. In deed that word is too
com pli men tary if by it is meant that such vis its by the pas tor are
merely un prof itable. They are per ni cious. Nei ther does it add to the
ben e fits of his call if the pas tor en ters the house lan guidly with the air
of a wretched mor tal goaded to the per for mance of an un pleas ant
duty. Even though his vis its be pro longed, and he con trives to pass
through the top ics sug gested by the weather and the news of the day
and passes through the church chat, (for even the sanc tu ary may have
its prat tle and its scan dal), even with these agree able vari a tions the
visit of the pas tor is not likely to ac com plish good.

“The visit that prof its must be truly pas toral. It must present the
cler gy man in his of fi cial char ac ter as a min is ter of right eous ness and
must be de signed for the spir i tual good of his peo ple. Let his zeal,
how ever, al ways be di rected by a sound judg ment and let him re- 
mem ber that where dis gust be gins profit ends. The man who reck- 
lessly as sails even the prej u dices of his fel low men will con cil i ate no
re gard for him self nor re spect for the truth he is aim ing to dif fuse.
The vis its of a pas tor, if faith fully made, will ben e fit him as much as
they do his peo ple. They will tend to spir i tu al ize his heart, to give re- 
fine ment and depth to his Chris tian char ac ter, to im part va ri ety to his
ser mons, and to ren der his min is tra tion rich in prac ti cal and ex per i- 
men tal value.”

Dr. Pas sa vant al ways laid great stress on be ing rightly called. He would
never un der take any thing with out the as sur ance that it was God’s will that
he should do it then and there. This was one of the dis tin guish ing and strong
fac tors in the char ac ter and life of the man. This formed the text for many a
let ter to a rest less place-seeker. He had no pa tience with the itch for change,
the han ker ing for fields un tried and pas tures new. He be lieved that no con- 
sid er a tion of ease, in cli na tion, or en vi ron ment should come be tween a vo ca- 
tion and a min is ter. When the writer of this was in the se nior year at the
Sem i nary and had as sisted Dr. Pas sa vant at Chartiers and Baden for two
sum mers, the peo ple at Chartiers ex pressed a unan i mous de sire to have him
as pas tor. Though not yet in writ ten form, the Doc tor be lieved that this ex- 
press de sire was a call from the Lord through the church. Mean while the
writer had a writ ten call from Nova Sco tia. He wanted to go with a class- 
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mate who had ac cepted a con tigu ous charge. He nat u rally con sulted
Dr. Pas sa vant and sev eral let ters passed be tween them. To give a sam ple of
the Doc tor’s creed on a call, we ap pend the fol low ing ex tract from one of
his let ters which had an in flu ence that could never be lost:

"You may not re al ize the ut ter wretched ness of la bor ing in a field
where you have placed your self nor can you yet un der stand the con- 
so la tion of be ing in a place where you have been placed by the great
Head of the church. But for the cer tainty I feel in my vo ca tion from
Christ, I would long since have fallen in de spair, but I stand in dark- 
ness as in the day, know ing ‘whose I am and whom I serve,’ and qui- 
etly abid ing at my post.

“Let this suf fice, then for the present, in re gard to Chartiers or
Nova Sco tia. What God does is well done. The re verse is equally true
for ‘with out Him we can do noth ing’.”

Dr. Pas sa vant al ways dep re cated and de plored a rest less min istry ever on
the look out for call to a new field and con stantly chang ing from place to
place. Here are ex tracts from an ed i to rial on a New Beat i tude, Blessed are
they who stick:

"The sad in flu ence of the preva lent un rest is seen even in min is te- 
rial life. The pas tors of some of the most nu mer ous de nom i na tions
can not re main more than from three to five years. The av er age in
some other churches, where such a re stric tive rule does not ex ist, is
not greater than this. The con se quence is a per pet ual change of pas- 
tors and a fre quent va cancy of the churches. Some men, not ten years
from the sem i nary, have changed twice, thrice and even four times.
They went into the work with great zeal, they laid the foun da tions for
needed im prove ments, they gained the con fi dence of the peo ple and
be gan to know the com mu nity. They were en cour aged to go for ward
and had ev ery prospect of en larged suc cess, but in the midst of all, a
mis take was made, some mis un der stand ing oc curred, some friends
were alien ated, some op po si tion was en coun tered, and in stead of liv- 
ing down all these by meet ing and over com ing them in a Chris tian
way, they yielded to the temp ta tion and were ‘avail able’ to calls from
other churches. And they ‘went else where,’ again to ‘go else where,’
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and to fol low on chang ing and shift ing un til their rep u ta tion was gone
and calls, even on sug ges tions from them selves and oth ers, came no
more.

"Now, while noth ing is more cer tain than that some changes are
nec es sary in do ing the work of the Church, and that cer tain other
changes, be cause of sick ness, dis abil ity and other causes are un avoid- 
able, this ev er last ing chang ing from one field of la bor to an other is a
source of great weak ness in the church. When once called of God,
‘rightly called’ as our Con fes sion has it, there is no greater source of
blessed ness in min is te rial life than the con vic tion that we are where
the Holy Ghost has made us ‘over seers’ or ‘bish ops.’ Know ing this,
the hard est field be comes a very gar den of the Lord. It may be a
waste place of Zion or a burnt dis trict or a field where Sa tan’s seat is,
with few or no ad van tages of so ci ety or cul ture, but it is a place so
near heaven where we know that God has called us that a blessed ness
of a pas tor’s life is in de scrib able and quite on the verge of heaven. In
such a po si tion the Chris tian pas tor may safely re main, do ing his ut- 
most to build again Zion, and work ing on hope fully against all dis- 
cour age ments. If he is to go else where, he need not be care ful about
the time when or the place whither. He may qui etly re main where he
is, do ing his whole duty as be fore, and leav ing all in the hands of
God.

“The blessed ness of such ‘pa tient con tin u ance in well do ing’ is
seen in many strik ing in stances in the his tory of our Lutheran Church.
The work of Ober lin, among the bar ren rocks of Steinthal in the Vos- 
ges Moun tains of Al sace, and the labors of Harms in the sandy heaths
around Her mans burg, Hanover, show what faith and per sis tency in
duty can ac com plish in the most hope less fields. We have few such
fields, but we have many where suc cess is im pos si ble with out the
same faith which made them as the very gar den of the Lord. What
our sys tem can not ef fect by any rule, a heroic faith with love must ac- 
com plish. The old heroic spirit must be re newed as in the days of old.
The call of duty, the vo ca tion from God, the obli ga tion to abide at our
call ing un til or dered else where, the love of souls for whom Christ
died, and above all the love of Him who hath re deemed us by His
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holy blood, these mighty in flu ences must en ter as liv ing fac tors into
our spir i tual life. When this is more largely the case, we will re al ize
the blessed ness of abid ing where we have been called of God.”

When the writer of this, dur ing his first years at Chartiers, found it next to
im pos si ble to pay off his sem i nary debt and sup port his fam ily on five hun- 
dred a year, and felt restive un der the strain. Dr. Pas sa vant kindly prof fered
as sis tance which was not a char ity and in spired new heart and hope with the
fol low ing words:

"La bor on for the poor and the wan der ing as you have done and
even more abun dantly, walk ing not by sight but by faith as see ing
Him who is in vis i ble. ‘Er der All maechtige Gott wird alles her rlich
machen wenn Seine Zeit da ist.’ [ALMIGHTY GOD WILL

MAKE EV ERY THING GLO RI OUS WHEN HIS TIME

COMES.]
“I hope that noth ing vis i ble nor in vis i ble will keep you back from

the du ties of each new day. ‘Sow be side all wa ters.’ The most un pro- 
pi tious soil of ten proves the most hope ful and the re verse, alas, is of- 
ten the case. God has placed you in a po si tion of trial and strug gle to
hold ‘the fort’ for Him, where Ro man ism and in dif fer ence reign. Let
this de velop the true Chris tian hero ism of fi delity to the ut ter most in
the sphere where you are placed. Make full proof of your min istry, do
the work of an evan ge list; live near the Sav ior and walk with God be- 
fore the world and your house hold.”

Here is an ac count of an other re mark able man i fes ta tion of good will that
came in un ex pect edly and kept him and his fam ily com fort able and free
from care with out any vis i ble means of sup port. He writes his mother:

"As you may hear some in ti ma tions of what has lately hap pened to
me, I must not longer con ceal from you the fact of a very pleas ant do- 
na tion visit which I re ceived on Thurs day night. Last week, a com- 
mit tee of ladies, among whom was Miss More head, called at our
house and in formed us that they were de puted to in form us that some
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friends from the com mu nity at large would call at our house Thurs- 
day af ter noon and night, for the pur pose of tes ti fy ing their ap pre ci a- 
tion of my labors among the poor and show ing their per sonal good
will. Ac cord ingly, as it was quite out of the ques tion to refuse (es pe- 
cially as the whole af fair had gone on too far to stop it) we gave a re- 
luc tant con sent and on Thurs day morn ing the ladies came and took
for mal pos ses sion of the whole house.

"My study and Mr. Reek’s room were turned into one, and three or
four ta bles were stretched out from end to end which were quickly
loaded with all man ner of good things, such as hams, cakes, pre- 
serves, pick les, etc., un til it looked like a feast for a reg i ment, or even
a sup per for a wed ding party. All these things were sent in by ladies
from the neigh bor hood and Min ersville, and it was quite an amus ing
sight to see the ladies up to their arms in all man ner of queer op er a- 
tions in the kitchen, get ting these var i ous things ready for the com- 
pany.

Af ter three o’clock in the af ter noon, the peo ple be gan to call, and
on their ar rival were taken charge of by the ladies, and af ter spend ing
an hour or two in the par lor talk ing with each other and with us, they
were in vited out to take some re fresh ments at the ta ble in the din ing-
room. A com mit tee of gen tle men and ladies took charge of ev ery- 
thing they brought, so that we saw noth ing, un til the com pany had re- 
tired, of the ‘ma te rial aid’ of this af fair. In the evening a large num ber
of peo ple came, and at about nine o’clock all were in vited into the re- 
fresh ment room where the most am ple jus tice was done to the nice
things which had been pre pared. Af ter wards, sev eral hours were
spent in friendly in ter course in the par lors, and the whole ex er cise
was con cluded by a brief prayer.

“Ow ing to a mis take in one of the par ties hav ing been pre vented
from de liv er ing a large num ber of in vi ta tions (printed notes) most of
my per sonal friends knew noth ing of the af fair, but the house was
nev er the less quite crowded and the pro ceeds were some three hun- 
dred dol lars in money and two hun dred dol lars (about) in gro ceries,
dry-goods, etc. With the ex cep tion of the above fail ure, ev ery thing
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was man aged with great or der and del i cacy, and we saw noth ing and
heard noth ing of the do na tions, un til the com pany re tired, when
Mr. Joshua Hanna handed Eliza the box with the above sum. The
whole thing took us quite by sur prise, and was got ten up en tirely by
peo ple out side of our church. On this ac count it was dou bly grate ful
to our feel ings, and greatly en cour aged us in the new life we now
live. In deed, I quite for got the pe cu liar na ture of the party, and en- 
joyed my self as much as if in the com pany of friends at a neigh bor’s
house, no one mak ing any al lu sion to the cir cum stance which brought
them to gether. Sev eral min is ters, such as Mr. Howard, Sparks, and
oth ers have al ready had sim i lar vis its this win ter.”

Dur ing all these busy years Mr. Pas sa vant was a lead ing spirit in the Pitts- 
burgh Synod and for a large part of the time its mis sion ary pres i dent. To
show what the spirit and en ter prise of the Synod ac com plished in these
years of its weak ness, in spite of the many in ef fi cient min is ters that had to
be used be cause no bet ter could be had, it is only nec es sary to glance at the
list of the new churches built dur ing the first ten years of its his tory. Be fore
us lies a list of sixty new churches with their names and lo ca tions erected
dur ing this pe riod.
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13. War – Views And Work

THE LATER FIFTIES were a pe riod of storm and stress in the State.
The na tion was ag i tated from cen ter to cir cum fer ence. The weak James
Buchanan was in the pres i den tial chair. The Mis souri Com pro mise had been
re pealed. The dis as trous Dred Scott De ci sion had fol lowed. The Un der- 
ground Rail way was in lively op er a tion. Squat ter’s Sovereignty raged and
up ris ings were rife in Kan sas and in Ne braska. The Lin coln and Dou glass
de bates were at tract ing not only the Na tion but the world. John Brown’s
tragic raids star tled and fright ened the whole coun try. Abo li tion routs and
ri ots were be com ing com mon in the east ern cities. The South was sul lenly
brood ing and pre par ing for war. The Pres i dent was lend ing en cour age ment
and, neg a tively at least, was giv ing as sis tance. Yel low Jour nal ism with its
flam ing head lines was spring ing into ex is tence and fan ning the flames of
ex cite ment.

In the na ture of things, the Church could not re main un af fected. Fierce
and fiery de bates broke out in nearly ev ery church con ven tion. Brethren be- 
came em bit tered and were alien ated. The great Protes tant de nom i na tions
were threat ened with dis rup tion. Some di vi sions had al ready taken place.
The col umns of re li gious jour nals teemed with bit ter and bit ing ed i to ri als
and con tri bu tions.

The Lutheran press had kept it self com par a tively calm. It is in the na ture
and ge nius of Lutheranism to spend its strength in try ing to make the tree
good rather than in wor ry ing about the fruit. It en deav ors rather to make
new men and leave it to them to do the new work, and to im plant right prin- 
ci ples and then leave it to time and oc ca sion to work them out in prac tice.

The year of 1860 was a mem o rable one in the his tory of our coun try.
The fiercest po lit i cal bat tle that the na tion had yet known was fought
through at the polls. Abra ham Lin coln was elected pres i dent. The wildest
ex cite ment took pos ses sion of the peo ple in the North and the South. The
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voice of the press and of the pul pit was full of fears and fore bod ings. In- 
flam ma tory ed i to ri als and ser mons added fuel to the fire. Men’s hearts
failed them for fear of the things that were to come. In the Mis sion ary,
Dec. 12, the ed i tor closes an ar ti cle in these words:

“But de liv er ance is not to come from Wash ing ton. Pro mo tion
cometh not from the North nor from the South, but alone from God.
The Chris tian pa triot must go to Him. What his pur poses are, in this
con flict of prin ci ples, it is not ours to know. But, this we know, that
‘jus tice and judg ment are the habi ta tion of His throne.’ Into His
hands we may, there fore, safely com mit our whole coun try and its in- 
sti tu tions, in the fer vent prayer, that what He pro poses may stand, and
that what He con demns may be de stroyed for ever. Here only is our
hope, and to this refuge let us fly. In the fam ily and in the church, let
the prayer of faith go up un ceas ingly to God, for de liv er ing mercy.
What ever be the present is sue, the fi nal one will bring glory to God
and good to men. This should be our only con cern, amid the trou bles
of the times. ‘The Lord reigneth!’ Let this sweet truth calm the heart,
amid the trou bled wa ters. If Christ is in the ship of State, she can not
sink. Tem pests may come and the wild winds, roar, and the Mas ter, as
now, may seem to sleep. But the cry of faith must rise above the
winds and the waves, be fore His voice will say, ‘Peace, be still!’
Then, when the great calm comes, a grate ful peo ple shall shout, ‘Al- 
leluia, for the Lord God om nipo tent reigneth’.”

When Ft. Sumpter had fallen and the heart of the na tion was bowed with
grief, the Mis sion ary had a col umn ed i to rial, end ing thus.

“But while we thus in di cate what we con ceive to be a most im por- 
tant duty of ev ery Chris tian in this aw ful cri sis, there are other du ties
which are equally im por tant. Fore most among these, is to ‘put away
all bit ter ness and wrath,’ to guard against the war spirit, which, un der
such provo ca tion, comes in upon the soul like a swelling surge, and to
bear in mind that ‘the wrath of man wor keth not the right eous ness of
God.’ An other duty is to make un ceas ing prayer to God for our coun- 
try, that it may be pre served from the de mor al iza tion of the war, and
the break ing down of moral prin ci ple; for our rulers, that they may be



333

en dued with jus tice, wis dom and courage to do the right; for our en e- 
mies, that God would give them the right mind, and bring to naught
the coun sels of their wicked ness. Hap pily for us, the cause in which
we are en gaged, is one which ap peals to ev ery Chris tian heart. The
preser va tion of our Gov ern ment in volves all the in ter ests of hu man ity
and re li gion. Let then the closet, the fam ily, and the sanc tu ary, be wit- 
ness to the fer vor of our sup pli ca tions. The fi nal re sults are with the
Lord, and no great in ter est will suf fer in His hands.”

In the next num ber is this ed i to rial on “Our City:”

“It is im pos si ble for those at a dis tance to con ceive of the ex cite- 
ment in our city. In this great hive of in dus try, the sound of the grind- 
ing is low, and the wheels of forges, fur naces, and fac to ries drag
heav ily. The num ber of vol un teers from the stores and from the shops
is so great that busi ness moves only with greatly di min ished pace.
Our streets, and es pe cially Wood and Fifth streets, are crowded with
troops and with the pop u lace. The Stars and Stripes wave over ev ery
church and cathe dral, over fac to ries and dwellings. Ev ery hour wit- 
nesses the pas sage to and fro of armed men. The in com ing and de- 
part ing trains are filled with troops, hur ry ing for ward for the pro tec- 
tion of Wash ing ton. The churches on the Lord’s Day are filled with
anx ious thou sands, but the still ness of the day is dis turbed by mar tial
mu sic and the un end ing march ing of troops. The pul pit, Protes tant
and Catholic, gives forth no un cer tain sound, and one sen ti ment,
strong as death, per vades all hearts, that the Gov ern ment must and
shall be sus tained. Pol i tics has given place to pa tri o tism. Par ties have
fallen to pieces. A no ble spirit of self-sac ri fice man i fests it self on ev- 
ery side. Men hold prop erty, time, and even life, cheap at such a cri- 
sis. Money flows in by thou sands for the equip ment of troops, for the
sup port of their fam i lies, for the pro tec tion of the com mu nity. The pa- 
tri otic ladies of the var i ous churches are busily en gaged in mak ing
ban dages, lint and other nec es sary ar ti cles for those who may be
wounded in the ser vice of their coun try. The Vig i lance Com mit tees
are un wea ried in pre vent ing the pas sage of con tra band goods, and
only yes ter day seized on sev eral dray loads on their way from the
east to South Car olina. Since the stop page of the tele graph lines the
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anx i ety of the pub lic to hear the news is in tense, and the most painful
sus pense fills ev ery mind. If this is but the be gin ning of the strife
which has un hap pily bro ken out in our land, what will the end be?
How long, Lord? How long?”

And again, in the num ber for May 2, we find this on “The De mor al iza tion
of War”:

"No tongue of man can de scribe the dread ful de mor al iza tion con- 
se quent upon war. Let the Church put forth her whole in flu ence to ar- 
rest this gi gan tic evil. Let min is ters and peo ple fol low with their
prayers and best coun sel those who have gone to bat tle for their coun- 
try and the right. Let her most able and earnest pas tors be sent forth,
with the bless ing of the Church, to preach to the sol diery the whole
coun sel of God, and in this way seek to gather around these brave
men the holy in flu ences of the gospel. We copy the fol low ing from a
let ter just re ceived from an em i nent physi cian of this city, who is at- 
tached as a sur geon to the army. It is writ ten from the camp near Har- 
risville:

“Now let me say that I am more than ever op posed to war. It
is a dread ful ne ces sity which drives us into this one. But I be- 
lieve, be fore God, we are right, and that it is our duty to pros e- 
cute this con test with all the vigor we pos sess. God pity the
poor sol diers and save them from the de mor al iz ing in flu ences
of the camp.’”

From the next num ber we quote the ed i tor on “The Time in which We
Live”:

"Who has not in wardly thanked God for the priv i lege of liv ing in
this grand and aw ful time? The man who does not ap pre ci ate this
hour has not stud ied the book of Prov i dence. This is not an or di nary
pe riod, but a cri sis, an epoch in the his tory of the world and of the
Church. Two forms of civ i liza tion meet and strug gle for the mas tery.
Two re li gions, each ap peal ing to the same in spired source, give their
bene dic tions to op pos ing hosts. The ques tion is to be set tled whether
might shall make right, whether trea son against con sti tu tional gov ern- 
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ment is pa tri o tism, whether crime is Chris tian ity, whether slav ery
which com menced with theft and has been since per pet u ated by
force, is to be the rul ing idea of our land, or whether lib erty shall be
the law and slav ery the ex cep tion to be en dured only that it may be
the more ef fec tu ally re moved from the land and the in hab i tants
thereof for ever.

"These vast is sues are thrust upon us, and whether we will or will
not, we must meet them. Peace ful men have held their peace. Pru dent
men have coun seled pru dence. Timid men have spo ken in whis pers.
Politic men have acted by com pro mise. The great par ties, so ci eties
and churches have well-nigh gone to one place in the ef fort to keep
si lence or to en join si lence upon oth ers. And what has it all availed?
Noth ing, ab so lutely noth ing. In spite of fear and pru dence and coun- 
sel and com pro mise and a thou sand re solves all men now speak and
act from the house-top in ref er ence to the very things con cern ing
which they feared to speak in whis pers. God has taken up the sub ject,
and He is speak ing from the se cret place of thun der. His arm shakes
the na tion. His judg ments are abroad in the land. In one word, our sin
has found us out. That sin is our op pres sion of the poor. This has
caused the trou ble. This has made Se ces sion. This has fired the mob,
in au gu rated the reign of ter ror, driven away thou sands of peace ful cit- 
i zens from the south, stolen forts, robbed the. trea sury, de mor al ized
the army, dec i mated the navy, and turned our once peace ful land into
a bat tle field where law and an ar chy, lib erty and slav ery are grap pling
to gether in a strug gle for life or death.

"It is good to live in such a time as this. Our great dan ger was the
com plete go ing down of moral prin ci ple. We were be com ing a na tion
of ma te ri al ists. Virtue was at a dis count. Pa tri o tism had de gen er ated
into party spirit. No bil ity of soul was sink ing un der the in flu ence of a
soft and lux u ri ous age. Truth, jus tice, lib erty had well-nigh given way
be fore gain and ad van tage. Manly virtues were dy ing out and our na- 
tion ex hib ited the sad spec ta cle of a youth ful peo ple fall ing into the
vices of an old and ef fete civ i liza tion. Then God spoke, and the voice
of His thun der started us from our sleep. The mighty spell was bro- 
ken. The world was as a cloud pass ing be neath men’s feet. Prin ci ple,
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right, pa tri o tism, these re mained, and shone with an un wonted lus ter.
Lib erty never ap peared more blessed; con sti tu tional gov ern ment,
never more sa cred; virtue, never more en nobling; and jus tice, never
more holy, more equal and more safe in. all its ap pli ca tions to hu man
so ci ety. Wealth, po si tion, ease and ma te rial in ter est were never held
so cheap as in this solemn time. God has scat tered seed in the pre- 
pared soil, from which is spring ing up a no bler crop of men than the
dull souls who lived and died in glo ri ously be fore. Woman, too, de liv- 
ered from the servi tude of fash ion and so ci ety, again comes forth in
all the strength and ten der ness of her na ture as the ad vo cate of the
right and the helper and sharer of men’s toils. Even where the frenzy
of the hour has won her heart for the delu sion of the south, her no- 
blest in flu ences have been quick ened into life, and ev ery day at tests
the sub lim ity of her de vo tion and the power of her sac ri fice.

“Apart from its fi nal re sults on the great prob lem of hu man lib erty,
the strug gle through which we are pass ing can not but have a happy
in flu ence upon the Church. Times of soft ness are cow ardly times.
Wars for con quest are ever de mor al iz ing; wars for prin ci ple of ten
ben e fi cial. The great est moral move ments have gone for ward in the
midst of rev o lu tion and seem ing ruin. They plow the base sod of cus- 
tom; they sweep away the abuses of the age. They draw men to the
closet and to God. They ed u cate men in the les son of Prov i dence.
They lead to the ex er cise of heroic virtues and to no ble sac ri fice for
duty and for man. Let but the Church be true to her mis sion, and she
shall gather a har vest of souls. Strange as it may seem, out of death
shall come forth life. Out of the grave, her res ur rec tion.”

Also this on “Nurses for the Army”:

"In re ply to nu mer ous let ters of in quiry, we take this op por tu nity
of say ing that the re cent state ment in the city pa pers about our or ga- 
niz ing a com pany of nurses to fol low the army was made with out our
knowl edge or au thor ity. It prob a bly orig i nated from the fact that at
the first break ing out of the war we had qui etly of fered the ser vices of
some of the dea conesses and of our self to the Gov ern ment, wher ever
our ser vices were most needed among the sick and the wounded; but
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at no time did we con tem plate the or ga ni za tion of vol un teer nurses
for that pur pose. Such ser vice re quires a fa mil iar ity with hos pi tal life
and la bor which but few ex pe ri enced nurses, even with the best in ten- 
tions, could per form. Out of nearly fifty ladies who have of fered their
ser vices but five have been se lected who will prob a bly ac com pany
the Sis ters. We are now hold ing our selves in readi ness, and should
duty call us to the sad scenes of the Hos pi tal or the bat tle field, our
read ers will hear of us as hereto fore through the col umns of the Mis- 
sion ary.

“Scarcely had our of fer been sent to the Gov ern ment and we were
be gin ning to fear that we might be go ing be fore we were called, when
an earnest pica was re ceived through the phi lan thropist. Miss
Dorothy L. Dix, ask ing that sev eral Dea conesses might be sent to her
aid in case of an epi demic or a bat tle. This an gel of mercy at once
went for ward to the scene of dan ger and is un wea ried by night and by
day in mul ti plied of fices of kind re lief to the troops in Wash ing ton. A
sec ond let ter, just re ceived, bids us wait till needed, and then has ten
im me di ately.”

From the next num ber we quote:

"A Mer ci ful Pro vi sion: Sick ness, suf fer ing and death are in sep a ra- 
ble from war. How ever just and sa cred a con test may be, these sad re- 
sults are un avoid able. The duty of the Church and of the State is,
there fore, ap par ent, and it is man i festly to re lieve the suf fer ings and
mit i gate the sor rows of war by all the ap pli ances of mercy within
their reach. Our read ers have not for got ten the fright ful mor tal ity
which fell like a death blight upon the British sol diery in the Crimean
war, and how the hos pi tals of Scu tari be came vast pest houses where
thou sands more died from ne glect than fell by the sword. Nor will it
be for got ten that heal ing and mercy only en tered these sad abodes
when Flo rence Nightin gale went forth with her no ble band to min is- 
ter to the suf fer ing in the name of Christ.

“In the fresh re mem brance of these scenes the Gov ern ment,
through its proper of fi cers, has wisely es tab lished a new of fice, and
has vested with am ple au thor ity the de voted phi lan thropist. Miss



338

Dorothy L. Dix, to or ga nize and su per in tend a staff of Chris tian
nurses who, from love to Christ and with out earthly re ward, will la- 
bor among the suf fer ing in the hos pi tal or in the camp. This em i- 
nently prac ti cal worker in the cause of mercy has tened to Wash ing ton
with the first troops and has since been en gaged in the most com pre- 
hen sive and suc cess ful ef forts to set on foot a sys tem of ef fec tive re- 
lief for the sick and wounded.”

Dr. Pas sa vant’s of fer to lend the Dea conesses to the army in this time of
peril and suf fer ing was gladly and quickly ac cepted by that Amer i can Flo- 
rence Nightin gale, Miss Dorothy Dix. Hasty ar range ments were made for
the Mis sion ary, the In fir mary and the Or phans’ Home and the
Rev. Mr. Reck was left in charge of all. There had been se ri ous sick ness and
sleep less nights of watch ing in the Pas sa vant home, but through the mercy
of the good Lord, lit tle Sid ney was now rapidly re cov er ing. Mr. Pas sa vant,
there fore, took the train with two Sis ters for Wash ing ton city. From his let- 
ters to the Mis sion ary we quote:

’It had been the plan of Miss Dix to se cure a large and con ve nient
ed i fice in the sub urbs of the city, with spe cial ref er ence to the wants
of the sol diers of the Ger man reg i ments: but the con stant change of
troops from one point to an other, with other cir cum stances, made this
plan in ad vis able. Af ter a care ful ex am i na tion of the whole field it was
mu tu ally con cluded to re tain our rooms near the Capi tol, to nurse the
sick in a hos pi tal which had been ex tem po rized in the Supreme Court
room, and from this cen ter to go forth daily into the dif fer ent hos pi- 
tals which might be es tab lished with a spe cial ref er ence to the bod ily
and spir i tual re lief of the nu mer ous Ger man sol diers in the ar ray. Full
au thor ity had been pro cured by Miss Dix for such a ser vice, so that
no ob sta cles will be placed in the way of its per for mance. Time will
in di cate what may be done more than this, so far at least as our
friends are con cerned. For the present this is enough to en gage their
hearts and hands, and they are deeply grate ful for the priv i lege vi do- 
ing even this in aid of so holy and sa cred a cause.

"The first night of the Sis ters among the sick was that of Thurs day,
the twenty-third, a mem o rable day in the fu ture his tory of our na tion.
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A sol dier of one of the Brook lyn reg i ments had ac ci den tally shot
him self that morn ing and life seemed to be fast ebbing away. One of
the Sis ters was watch ing by his bed side, while a sec ond was min is ter- 
ing to the other poor suf fer ers who filled the hall sa cred to jus tice and
the majesty of im par tial law. A few min utes be fore the clock struck
twelve the clat ter of a horse’s hoofs was heard in the court be low. A
few mo ments later the rolling of the drum broke the still ness of the
night, and in a few mo ments more the sol diers of two reg i ments stood
in rank and file on the pa rade grounds. Qui etly and with per fect or der
they obeyed the com mand to ‘March,’ and com pany af ter com pany
passed out of the Capi tol gate, leav ing none but the sen tries, the sick
and the Sis ters be hind. Even the sol diers who were on duty in the
hos pi tals left, and the heasigh of the sick pa tients alone broke the
still ness of the hour. The moon was shin ing with sin gu lar beauty, and
from the win dow of the court room the whole of this in spir ing scene
was vis i ble. The next morn ing told all. Alexan dria was taken with out
a blow, and the white tents of the United States sol diery cov ered the
heights of Ar ling ton. Thurs day, on which Vir ginia was dra gooned out
of the Union, was suf fered to pass away, and scarcely had the clock
struck the hour of mid night be fore ten thou sand troops were on their
march to re assert the au thor ity of the Gov ern ment and strengthen the
de fenses of the Capi toL.

"The par tic u lars of this mas terly move ment of Gen eral Scott have
doubt less ere this reached ev ery por tion of the land so that I need not
re peat them. In the midst of the gen eral re joic ing, how ever, the news
reached the city that Colonel Ellsworth, the young and gal lant leader
of the New York Zouaves, had been bru tally as sas si nated in Alexan- 
dria. The ex cite ment which fol lowed was in de scrib able. Strong men
wept in the streets, and gen tle women turned away heart-sick, to seek
re lief in tears. Shops and stores were closed. The fire bells tolled in
mourn ful ca dence. The en gine houses were draped in crape. The flags
on the ship ping and houses hung at half-mast. One wide wave of sor- 
row af ter an other rolled over the city, as each sad par tic u lar of his
brave but piti ful death be came known. The swift ret ri bu tion which
fell upon his mur derer was lit tle con so la tion for his loss. The sol diery
and the cit i zens were alike af fected with the deep est sor row, while
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those of his own reg i ment were heart-bro ken at his death. How
strange the mas tery which no bil ity of soul has upon all men! A mere
youth of twenty-three, and yet a na tion mourns his fall. The high est
func tionar ies of Gov ern ment and the vet er ans of many a bat tle field
weep like chil dren at his bier. AVho will not say that these are blessed
to kens which shine forth brightly amid the ma te ri al ism of this age?
The hour is com ing when all self ish ness and base ness of soul shall
sink to shame and ev er last ing con tempt, while pu rity and pa tri o tism
and a heroic de vo tion to the right will stand forth as great lights, to
shed their il lu mi na tion along the path way of a na tion’s life.

“It is now past mid night; and at four o’clock in the morn ing I
leave for Phil a del phia, where I hope yet to spend a part of Mon day
with the brethren of the Penn syl va nia Synod be fore re turn ing home,
and im me di ately leav ing again for our Syn od i cal Con ven tion in Can- 
ton.”

We quote, also, a few lines from his let ters to his mother:

"You know, per haps, that Martha Dou glass has also gone to Fort
Mon roe. Miss Dix au tho rizes me to send two more ladies and
Dr. Lange’s wife’s sis ter and Martha were the ones se lected. They are
do ing well and are quite happy. Martha is su per in tend ing the linen in- 
ter ests, which, in a hos pi tal of three hun dred sick, is no tri fle. She has
quite a num ber of con tra bands un der her care in her de part ment.

"Our Sis ters write of ten from Wash ing ton and speak very en cour- 
ag ingly. Miss Dix ap pears to be much pleased with them and is de ter- 
mined to carry out some nec es sary re forms through their aid. I can not
en ter into par tic u lars of the nurs ing work in Wash ing ton. It would
take me hours to talk all over. Sev eral of the pa pers speak very hon or- 
ably of our Sis ters in the hos pi tal in the Capi tol build ing.

“The Sis ters are do ing good work in Wash ing ton, and, I pre sume,
went down to Fort IMon roe with INI iss Dix on the news of the late
sad bat tle. They greatly de sire me to be in Wash ing ton to aid Miss
Dix, as they fear she can not en dure the great fa tigue and ex er tion of
her po si tion.”
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A Wash ing ton cor re spon dent writes to the Pitts burgh Chron i cle:

“There are a great many strangers here, many from your State,
pure, hon est and dis in ter ested pa tri ots, who would be en tirely will ing
to take Gov ern ment con tracts or any lit tle ser vice of that kind that
they could ren der the State. I will not men tion them, for they are too
nu mer ous. But there are par ties here to whom I will al lude, who re- 
flect honor upon our city. The first are three ladies from Pitts burgh,
who came here un der the aus pices of the Rev. Mr. Pas sa vant, for the
pur pose of nurs ing the sick and wounded sol diers. They are vol un- 
teers in this good work, now in charge of the em i nent phi lan thropist.
Miss D. L. Dix. They are min is ter ing an gels, here at their own ex- 
pense, de vot ing from four teen to six teen hours of the day to hos pi tal
du ties. God bless them! They will have their re ward here and here- 
after. I was told by a sol dier the other day, who had been shot through
the right breast, and was re cov er ing: ‘I have lost my mother, but that
lady, God re ward her, has been a mother to me. She never gave me
up, nor left me, un til my hour of peril was past.’ In this same hos pi tal
were five or six of the New York Zouaves, sick and wounded, and the
lady hap pen ing to say in their hear ing some words of high com pli- 
ment and deep sym pa thy for Colonel Ellsworth, the poor fel lows
were melted to tears and from that time would have de voted their
lives to her ser vice. I will not name these ladies, their names will be
in the good Book.”

As though he had not yet enough to do, the Pitts burgh Synod at its Con ven- 
tion in Can ton elected Dr. Pas sa vant as its pres i dent. When the voice of the
Church called him his con science al ways re sponded. How he ever bore his
count less bur dens is a won der to all.

The Penn syl va nia Synod, at its spring con ven tion, passed a num ber of
res o lu tions, from which we quote the fol low ing:

"Re solved, That we will be spe cially mind ful of the brave and
loyal de fend ers of our coun try, earnestly com mend ing them to the
mercy and pro tec tion of God, and to the ex tent of our abil ity af ford- 
ing aid and com fort, es pe cially to the sick and suf fer ing among them,
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to which class our at ten tion has been es pe cially di rected by the
Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant.

"Your com mit tee also begs leave to add the fol low ing ad di tional
res o lu tions, hav ing spe cial ref er ence to the class last men tioned:

"Re solved, (a) That it be made the duty of ev ery min is ter con- 
nected with this body to lay be fore his peo ple a state ment of the con- 
di tion of the sick sol diers, and es pe cially the Ger man por tion of them.

"(b) To en cour age the mem bers of the Church to ex tend vol un tary
and lib eral aid to our de voted Chris tian Sis ters, known as ‘Dea- 
conesses,’ who have un der taken the ar du ous duty of nurs ing the sick
sol diers.

"(c) That all such con tri bu tions be placed in the hands of our trea- 
surer, Dr. C. W. Sha ef fer, of Ger man town, to be by him trans mit ted to
the Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant, di rec tor of the Dea coness In sti tu tion at
Pitts burgh, the Ex ec u tive Com mit tee of this Synod be ing au tho rized
im me di ately to ad vance such sums as the mis sion ary trea sury may
war rant, to be re placed by the con tri bu tions here after made for this
ob ject.

"(d) That inas much as so great a pro por tion of the vol un teers from
Penn syl va nia and other States are mem bers of the Evan gel i cal
Lutheran Church, we re al ize our re spon si bil ity as a Church to pro vide
for the spir i tual wel fare of our mem bers, called from their homes to
de fend our com mon coun try; there fore, be it fur ther re solved:

"1. That this Synod call and ap point otir beloved and es teemed
brother, Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant, to be the mis sion ary chap lain of this
Synod in the vol un teer armies of the United States, and that we
pledge the sup port nec es sary to sus tain him in this field of use ful la- 
bor.

"2. That the Ex ec u tive Com mit tee be au tho rized, in con nec tion
with Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant, to make such fur ther ar range ments for the
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pro mo tion of the spir i tual wel fare of our sol diers as time and cir cum- 
stances may ren der need ful.

“(e) That the Sec re tary of this Synod be in structed to com mu ni cate
copies of these res o lu tions to the Pres i dent of the United States, the
Sec re tary of War, the Gov er nor of this State, our church pa pers, the
Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant, and to ev ery min is ter be long ing to this Synod,
to be read by him to his peo ple.”

When Dr. Pas sa vant re ceived these res o lu tions he was deeply moved. This
call from a whole Synod ap pealed to him in the strong est pos si ble man ner.
His heart was over flow ing with sym pa thy for the poor sol diers. Es pe cially
did he long to do his part to save them from the hard ships, temp ta tions and
de mor al iza tions in ci dent to the camp, the march, the bivouac, the bat tle- 
field, the bar racks and the hos pi tal. To his mother he tells his per plex i ties
and longs for a cer tainty as to his duty. Af ter a sea son of earnest prayer,
con tem pla tion and coun sel from oth ers, he de clined the of fer. On one point,
how ever, his mind was made up. He would do all that he could for the sol- 
diers. How he car ried out his pur pose is clear from the ac count of his sec- 
ond visit to the Sis ters in the army hos pi tal, pub lished in the Mis sion ary,
July 11, 1861. We quote a few para graphs:

"A wide door and ef fec tual is here open to our Dea conesses, and
the ser vice of their hands is em phat i cally the pa tience of hope and the
la bor of love. Nor are their ex er tions con fined to the sick room only,
but the sphere of their use ful ness ex tends in var i ous di rec tions.
Through the agency of Miss D. L. Dix and the kind ness of Chris tian
friends over the land they have been fur nished with a tol er a ble sup ply
of Tes ta ments, prayer-books, pa pers and tracts, as well as haver sacks,
socks, tow els, shirts and other ne ces si ties for ex treme cases, which
they are en abled to dis pense among the needy, not only of the con va- 
les cent pa tients, but in the en camp ment and reg i men tal hos pi tals of
the vicin ity. We made ar range ments, when in Bal ti more, for the
weekly ship ment of or anges, etc., to the Sis ters for the hos pi tal, and
only await the means to carry it into eJfeet. When at the Synod in
Phil a del phia, a grant of five hun dred of Luther’s Cat e chism in Ger- 
man was earnestly asked for, of which, how ever, we heard noth ing.
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"A de scrip tion of the things at the Fortress, with out a word about
‘the in evitable ne gro,’ con cern ing whom and the right of his toil all
State ques tions seem now to cen ter, would be in com plete. It is said
that nearly three hun dred of the col ored peo ple of all hues and both
sexes have ‘come in’ since the break ing out of the war. Many of them
are cu ri ous spec i mens of the genus man, and seem low down in the
scale of be ing. They are em ployed in var i ous ways about the Fort and
on the wharf, while oth ers are oc cu pied in the kitchen, the hos pi tals,
etc. One morn ing we met sev en teen com ing in just fresh from ‘Nu pus
News,’ as they pro nounced it, and in a few mo ments af ter wards saw
them again in the court of the hos pi tal. It is truly amus ing to wit ness
their recog ni tion of each other, and to hear their odd ex cla ma tions of
sur prise. Among them were sev eral women and their lit tle ones, and
while talk ing to a sad and weary mother who had trav eled all night
car ry ing her child, she sud denly rec og nized, in a waiter com ing from
the kitchen, an old ac quain tance in the same church, and cried out,
‘Why, Brud der John, is you here?’

‘Bless de Lord, Sally, whar you come from? How you git here wid
dat lil chile?’ .

“It was a touch ing sight to see a large group of these re cently ar- 
rived gather around one of their num ber to whom the Sis ters had
given a Tes ta ment, try ing hard to spell out the words of the blessed
Book. There they sat like chil dren, lis ten ing to the sweet sounds
which told of rest to the weary and peace to the bur dened heart.
When it was known that Tes ta ments could be had, the re quest to ob- 
tain them was very fre quent, and what is equally note wor thy, most of
them also begged hard for a spell ing book. As these peo ple are now
‘con tra band’ and Un cle Sam has no ob jec tion to their learn ing to
read, on our re turn we will send the Sis ters a good sup ply of spell ing
books. How they will learn is not for us to say, but if they do not, the
fault will not be ours. One of them quaintly re marked, on be ing told
that some thing he had done was wrong, ‘Tank you. Mis sus, whar I
was fotched up I didn’t get much fetch ing up.’ We hope he may get
‘fotched up’ a lit tle more un der bet ter tu ition, and pray God to show
His com pas sion to him and all his com pan ions in tribu la tion.”
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And again a few para graphs from an ac count of his third visit:

"Miss Dix was in wait ing at the sta tion, and we pro ceeded at once
to the new hos pi tal which had been opened by the Gov ern ment in the
for mer Sem i nary of Miss Eng lish in George town.

"My time since Thurs day has been fully oc cu pied) in vis it ing the
sick and wounded in the dif fer ent hos pi tals, and in meet ing with com- 
mit tees of the San i tary Com mis sion, Af ter preach ing to an at ten tive
con gre ga tion in Brother But ler’s church in the morn ing, on Sun day
af ter noon I took the place of a sick chap lain of one of the New York
reg i ments sta tioned be yond Fort Cor co ran, on the Vir ginia side, and
re turned to the city late in the evening. The pul pit was a camp chest
with the heav ens for a sound ing board, while the many sol diers, not
yet re cov ered from the pros tra tion of the hur ried march on Mon day
last, were stretched out on the ground be fore me. At the close of the
ser vice a large num ber came for ward and gladly ac cepted some
tracts, but the stock on hand was ex hausted be fore half of the sol diers
were sup plied. Not know ing of any Ger mans in the reg i ment, no pro- 
vi sion was made for an en tire com pany of hon est fel lows who would
have been most thank ful for some Ger man read ing.

“Never be fore did we find a more ready ac cess to men than among
the wounded in the hos pi tals. The vis its of the min is ters and other
Chris tians seemed pe cu liarly wel come. One poor suf ferer who was
very near his end re quested us, through the nurse, to of fer a prayer for
him, and af ter wards, clasp ing our hand with both of his, in turn in- 
voked upon us the bene dic tion of God. It is due to the chap lains of
the dif fer ent reg i ments to say that most of them are at ten tive to the
wounded men, not only in the reg i men tal but in the gen eral hos pi tal.
The San i tary Com mis sion, also, is work ing day and night to im prove
the con di tion of the hos pi tals, while good Miss Dix is un wea ried in
the mul ti plied of fices of char ity in be half of their in mates. The nurses
whom she has called here from dif fer ent parts of the land are per- 
form ing ex cel lent ser vice among the wounded, and though there are
painful hin drances in her way, ow ing to the army reg u la tions and
other causes, which need not be spec i fied, great and in valu able re- 
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sults are be ing at tained through the work ing of these dif fer ent agen- 
cies and or ga ni za tions.”

Here are a few ex tracts from let ters writ ten by the Sis ters in the field to
Dr. Pas sa vant:

“Au gust 28, 1861. I re ceived your let ter yes ter day morn ing, and in
an hour later I had a visit from Miss Dix. She did not feel at all sat is- 
fied that Sis ter Bar bara should re turn in so short a time. She said,
also, that it was con trary to law to give so many passes, that when she
goes to Gen eral Mans field for a pass he says ‘it is con trary to law,
Miss Dix, but as it is you we will ac com mo date you;’ hence she is
un will ing to ap ply so of ten for a pass, and un less we were dis con- 
tented she would pre fer our re main ing here. We told her we felt con- 
tented, but, Mr. Pas sa vant, should you rather have me go to Ft. Mon- 
roe to la bor, I am per fectly will ing pro vided ar range ments could be
made to de fray trav el ing ex penses, with out trou bling any one for a
pass. I would like to see the Fortress, though I feel con tented here. I
find Mrs. Rus sell very agree able, I sel dom feel the dif fer ence in our
ages. She is so cheer ful that we find a good many things here to laugh
at in the midst of our la bor and tri als.”

"Sept. 12, 1861. I re ceived your kind let ter, dated Sept. 5, and also
the one con tain ing the money, for which re ceive our sin cere thanks. It
came very op por tunely. Please ex cuse our de lay in ac knowl edg ing it.
I find it al most im pos si ble to write. We gen er ally rise at five a. m.,
and ev ery mo ment, nearly, through the day, is oc cu pied by our du ties.
As I try this evening it seems to me ev ery nerve is throb bing. We
have about one hun dred and eighty pa tients; there are be tween forty
and fifty ty phoid fever cases. Quite a num ber have died, gen er ally
two ev ery twenty-four hours dur ing the past week; some of these
were here only a day or two be fore they died. They had been kept in
camp too long. This af ter noon we heard can nonad ing. It is re ported
that there is a bat tle, al though we are only a few miles from the very
scene you will know the news be fore we can. Is it not strange? Yes- 
ter day af ter noon we very dis tinctly heard the fir ing of can nons. It
caused quite a stir among the pa tients. One poor fel low who is so sick
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of fever that he can scarcely lift his head off his pil low said to me,
‘How I would like to be with them to fight.’ He be longs to the 19th
In di ana Reg i ment. We have a good many Michi gan and In di ana men
here. . . . Miss Dix called to see us yes ter day. She told us she had met
you. Mr. Pas sa vant, I would like to ask you a fa vor. I hope you will
not think us un rea son able. We be ing on the third story, are obliged to
run up and down the stairs so much, and it is this which wears us out.
If we had a gas fix ture in our room we could make many lit tle things
for the sick and thus save time and strength. For five dol lars we could
get one with the nec es sary uten sils. It would be in valu able. If pos si- 
ble, please let us have money to buy one very soon. We can get it in
Wash ing ton. Mrs. Rus sell is bring ing or der out of chaos. She is very
ac tive. Bar bara is in the room now in Mrs. Rus sell’s place.

MARY H. KEEN."

"Wash ing ton, on the 28, 1861. Miss Dix has been to see us sev eral
times. She wishes very much to see us at the head of a hos pi tal. This
morn ing she took us to the In fir mary. We went to each pa tient and
spoke a few words. She heard enough to make her feel dis sat is fied
with the ar range ments here. Gladly would she put us in there if she
could safely do it. Yes ter day she gave them more than one hun dred
shirts for those who need them. To day there was none to be found any
more. What they had done with them she could not find out. Some of
the pa tients told us that they get very un suit able diet for their din ners.
Rice, pork and soup for all alike, weak and strong. I will go and see
the pa tients ev ery day and in quire into their wants, but in how far I
will be able to re lieve them I can not see yet.

“Af ter din ner Miss Dix took us out in a car riage to see the camp of
the Fed eral troops. She had some busi ness there. Some of the of fi cers
stated that the troops would need some more clothes. Miss Dix re- 
quested us to let our friends in Pitts burgh know. The clothes most
needed are shirts, un der shirts, draw ers and socks. All should be
woolen. Would you please men tion this to the ladies who are en gaged
in pre par ing gar ments for the army. In re turn ing she told us that she is
so much pleased with our man ner and bear ing that she must re serve
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us for some par tic u lar du ties. All is quiet here now but it is ex pected
that soon a blow will be struck. Miss Dix has not seen the W. Ho tel
yet. They have a few pa tients. She said she will not go so soon there.
I can not but again and again re gret that you could not re main here. It
would be such a re lief all around. Miss D. looks so weary and tired
out that I think she can not stand it much longer to have such an
amount of la bor rest ing upon her. I be lieve we will have to bid adieu
to Pitts burgh for a time. May the Lord give us strength and courage to
do our whole duty as it is pleas ing in His sight.”

“Ft. Mon roe, the 20, 1861. Yes ter day we no ti fied Miss Dix that it
is our in ten tion to re turn to”Wash ing ton on the 21st. un less she sent
us a mes sage to or der it oth er wise. Only three days we were among
the pa tients and yet they seem to cling to us al ready. Sit u ated as we
are, we could do but lit tle for them ex cept to wit ness their suf fer ings
and to sym pa thize with them. We also brought some re fresh ments
from Wash ing ton which we dis trib uted among them. There are now
about twenty Ger man pa tients here who can speak but very lit tle Eng- 
lish and can not make their wants known. Dr. Kim ball thinks they will
in a short time have five hun dred pa tients. Those per sons who are
here are of the rough est kind. ‘Good work ers’ the Doc tor says. All we
have seen in hos pi tals can not but make one weep on ac count of the
sad con di tions they are in.

ELIZ A BETH HUP PERTS."

Here is a let ter from Miss Dorothy Dix to Dr. Pas sa vant:

"I have not time to write to you at length. It is but per mit ted me to
has ten from hos pi tal to hos pi tal all the time or I would gladly oblige
you. Sis ter Bar bara also must stay here three months at least. Great
con fu sion is as yet oc ca sioned by per sons com ing and go ing, of such
as are fa mil iar with the de tails and cares of the In sti tu tion. It is dif fi- 
cult to keep the med i cal men in good hu mor; at any rate for that I
must ask you for the Good Cause’s sake to de fer all changes even
though you ad vance good rea sons. The sis ters should have come
down to re main. Ob jec tions are made to giv ing fur loughs and I hope
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that will be no dif fi cult so lu tion in Mr. Dud ley’s case. I write mak ing
these pro posed plans. I think the women should have their pay soon.

"I have only time to say God bless all your good plans and aims
and that I am yours with es teem,

AU GUST, 28, 1861. D. L. DIX."

Here is an other in which she ex presses her high ap pre ci a tion of the ser- 
vices of the Dea conesses:

"Dear Sir, I may not have the ev i dence to go by to show the value
I have placed on the ser vices ren dered by Sis ter Eliz a beth and by
other Sis ters in this beloved Chris tian duty. Al though we would like
to see the end of this un happy war, it is my pur pose to have a sub stan- 
tial ev i dence made of my ap pre ci a tion of our friends and their toil in
the cause of hu man ity. Yours cor dially,

D. L. DIX. DEC. 26, 1861, WASH ING TON."

And an other: "Wash ing ton, Oct. 5, 1862.

"Dear Sir, Prob a bly no re quest was ever more re luc tantly com- 
plied with by any per son more or less con cerned in the af fairs of a
hos pi tal than is your re call ing Sis ter Bar bara, from the IMil i tary Hos- 
pi tal ser vice to a more lim ited and re mote field of ac tion. I have still
to say if it be at all pos si ble to con struct other plans for an other point
that we all should most grate fully re ceive and wel come our pre cious
friend and nurse again to this field of la bor. Yours with es teem,

D. L. DIX."

Here is one that speaks es pe cially of the value of the work of Sis ter Eliz- 
a beth.

“I have your val ued let ter. I had al ready writ ten af ter my re turn
from the Fortress to Sis ter Eliz a beth, stat ing my ap pre ci a tion of her
ser vices, and of the great sac ri fice she has made to the cause in leav- 
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ing her charge so long. I thank you for your hearty co-op er a tion and
Chris tian sac ri fice you have made to the great work in lend ing your
choice hos pi tal force to the ser vice they have ren dered and this un der
se ri ous dif fi cul ties. I hope Sis ter Eliz a beth re ceived my let ter. I shall,
if life be spared, give a more solid ev i dence of my ap pre ci a tion of her
de vo tion to an ar du ous and hard work than hereto fore. Please present
my cor dial re gard to her.”

We give this fi nal note to show that her ap pre ci a tion was not in word only
but also in deed:

"I send two boxes free to you at Pitts burgh in tended for your In sti- 
tu tion and im me di ately near that place, ex cept ing the ‘Shoul der rests’
which may, if you wish, be more widely dis trib uted. The Have locks,
the part of a stock left over when that ar ti cle was in great de mand,
can by some in ge nious and eco nom i cal hand be made use ful for other
and var i ous pur poses. I wish I could see and hear more of what you
have done and are do ing.

“Hop ing your good works will be greatly blessed to the sal va tion
of many help less and des ti tute ones, I trust you will not so mul ti ply
with out re li able funds for your in sti tu tions as to haz ard fail ure for
your fi nal per ma nence.”

We can not for bear giv ing an ex tract from an other let ter pub lished in the
Lutheran and Mis sion ary af ter Dr. Pas sa vant had vis ited the bat tle field of
Anti etam:

"It may be in ter est ing to have a nearer view of the hos pi tals in the
vicin ity of the bat tle field. A de scrip tion of one of the largest, for there
were be tween twenty-five and thirty, will an swer for all. A sub stan tial
farm house, half a mile from the bat tle ground, was taken for this pur- 
pose, its fright ened in mates hav ing fled as the nar row ing cir cle of fire
warned them of their peril, from the shot and shell of both armies.
The usual hos pi tal flag over the house and barn soon told the uses to
which they were de voted. In a short time ev ery avail able place in the
rooms and pas sages is cov ered with the wounded. Then, the thresh ing
floor of the barn is filled, a lit tle straw and a sol dier’s blan ket be ing
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laid on the threshed but un cleaned wheat which fills its whole ex tent.
The bat tle rages on, and the wounded still come in. Next, the yard is
cov ered with them, the rebels in the lower end, and the Union sol- 
diers near the house. The barn yard, on which the newly-threshed
straw was thrown a few days be fore, with grain stacks on its side, be- 
fore evening be comes an other hos pi tal ward, with al leys be tween its
poor suf fer ing in mates. The greater part are un der cover, such as it is,
a blan ket or an oil cloth, raised tent fash ion over their heads, and cov- 
er ing them in whole or in part. Ev ery thing is so quiet within and
around these build ings that it is dif fi cult to re al ize the char ac ter of the
place, and yet more than a thou sand wounded men are at this sin gle
hos pi tal, many of them fright fully in jured, while the daily mor tal ity
tells how many of them are near their end! And yet, in this great num- 
ber of suf fer ers, a mur mur or a scream is sel dom heard from our men.
Af ter go ing from bed side to bed side, for sev eral hours, we heard but
a sin gle com plaint, and that was be cause of the ne glect of an at ten- 
dant to bring some food. In this re spect, the con trast was most strik- 
ing be tween our brave sol diers and the rebels. Al though they re ceived
the same at ten tion and fare as our wounded, they ap peared like chil- 
dren by the side of our no ble fel lows, they would cry and call in ces- 
santly for this and that, and seemed quite un nerved when it could not
be pro cured. Wretched and ragged as they were, al most starved, and
of ten cov ered with ver min, these mis er able crea tures had many more
wants than our no ble sol diers who had been brought up in the midst
of plenty and in homes of com fort.

“We will say noth ing of the am pu tat ing room, and the num ber of
eases which had been at tended to there. How the wor thy sur geons
bore up un der such an ac cu mu la tion of labors and suf fer ing, we con- 
fess we can not com pre hend. The Med i cal Di rec tor, Dr. J. King, one
of the physi cians of the In fir mary of this city, was as sisted by a large
num ber of skill ful sur geons, among whom we had the plea sure of
greet ing an old friend in the per son of Dr. S. Lane of Cham bers burg.
Wor thy of all honor are these no ble men, who have, in many in- 
stances, made the great est sac ri fices that they might serve and save
the brave de fend ers of their coun try.”
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In the spring of 1864 the con fed er ates had raided East ern Ten nes see. A
large num ber of home less or phans were left in their trail. A piti ful plea was
sent to Dr. Pas sa vant for the re cep tion of these into his or phan’s home.
House-fa ther Holls was sent to Nash ville to gather up and bring on the poor
lit tle suf fer ers. Dr. Pas sa vant writes:

“The ques tion, how shall the means be raised for the res cue and
sup port of these des ti tute or phans? though not the most dif fi cult one
con nected with this un ex pected call, must not be over looked. None
will coldly turn aside and say that these poor vic tims of the war
should be al lowed to sicken and die, or be ne glected, be cause our
trea sury is ex hausted and a heavy charge al ready rests upon the In sti- 
tu tions. We had ei ther to speak thus or to say, poor and de pen dent as
we are, ‘Come in, ye blessed of the Lord!’ The of fi cers of both In sti- 
tu tions have said the lat ter and the num ber re ceived will be lim ited
only to the num ber of or phans who are in need. The Lord must pro- 
vide for all their wants. Our time and strength will be oc cu pied with
the prepa ra tions for their com ing, their cloth ing, shel ter, sup port and
Chris tian train ing. Those who sym pa thize with them can se lect the.
way which seems most fea si ble to aid in their be half.”

We sub join Dr. Pas sa vant’s ac count, in the Lutheran and Mis sion ary, July,
14, 1864, of his ef forts for these bereft ones:

"Shortly be fore the de par ture of Rev. Mr. Holls for Nash ville, we
re ceived let ters from Rev. A. H. Wa ters, of Prospect, Pa., who was
then at Mem phis, Tenn., la bor ing in the hos pi tals in the army un der
the aus pices of the Chris tian Com mis sion. In these, there was fre- 
quent ref er ence to the sad con di tion of the Union refuges and the
pitiable state of some chil dren among them who had lost their par ents
by dis ease, ex po sure, or the fiendish cru elty of the rebel guer ril las.
Meet ing soon af ter a lead ing cit i zen of Mem phis, he kindly agreed to
co-op er ate with brother Wa ters in the holy work of res cu ing as many
of these lit tle ones as pos si ble and we im me di ately au tho rized the lat- 
ter to draw on us for the nec es sary means to bring them to the Home
and Farm School. IMost faith ful and la bo ri ously did brother Wa ters
seek af ter these poor vic tims of the war, ex tend ing his search as far as
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Vicks burg, Miss., and Lit tle Rock and He lena in Ar kan sas. Such,
how ever, was the con di tion of not a few of the chil dren found sick
and dy ing with measles, fever and var i ous other dread ful dis eases,
that but twelve could be safely brought along. Five oth ers whom he
had se lected, had to be left be hind at one place, be ing un equal to the
jour ney. By the kindly aid of a Chris tian lady from St. Louis, who
was on her way home from the hos pi tal in Mem phis, brother Wa ters
fi nally suc ceeded in reach ing Rochester with his charge one week
ago. The chil dren were im me di ately trans ferred to the care of the sis- 
ters at the Or phans’ Home near Rochester and the Farm School at
Zelieno ple. They al ready be gin to show the in flu ence of the new or- 
der of things un der which they have come, and the power of soap and
wa ter, pure air, and whole some food is work ing a won drous change
for the bet ter. Their con di tion was truly in de scrib able. Sev eral are yet
quite ill, and one of the boys has al ready been laid by the side of the
quiet sleep ers in the lit tle ceme tery of the Farm School. Poor child!
The iron hoof of war will, not at least now, des e crate his peace ful
grave!

“Though for the most part wholly il lit er ate, the lit tle new com ers
are not with out prom ise for the fu ture. Some are re ally bright chil- 
dren, but their con ver sa tion is a cu rios ity. It is down thar, whar,
youns, weens, fotched up, and sim i lar ‘ne gro talk’ to the end of the
chap ter. A poor lit tle girl, scarcely three years old, who had been
adopted by the sol diers and lived with them in camp at first, cried im- 
me di ately for ‘ra tions!’ At last one of the friends caught the idea that
the child wanted ‘crack ers.’ Sure enough, when the crack ers were
pro cured the poor thing was sat is fied. The ‘ra tions’ are now reg u larly
served and the tears are dried up.”

Dr. Pas sa vant’s in flu ence and ef fort were asked and freely of fered to se cure
the re lease of pris on ers of war, es pe cially of such non-com bat ants as were
seized by the Con fed er ates in their North ern raids. Gen. R. Ould, the south- 
ern com mis sioner of pris on ers, had been a room-mate of Dr. Pas sa vant at
Jef fer son Col lege. To him he ap pealed in be half of a num ber of young men
who had been cap tured and were con fined in Libby and other pris ons. His
ap peals how ever, were in vain, as like depre da tions were be ing com mit ted
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by the North ern army. The fol low ing in ter est ing let ter to his mother men- 
tions his fur ther ef forts in this di rec tion:

"Ex cuse my long de lay in writ ing to you this time, for which I
have so many good rea sons, that I need only men tion one, viz., my
ab sence in the East for the past two weeks. I needed to go to Phil a del- 
phia about some busi ness mat ters but just as I was get ting ready my
poor friend G. Black, got a fifth at tack of erysipelas and I was con se- 
quently un der the ne ces sity of of fer ing to take his daugh ter to school
at Lutherville, as he could not safely go from home. At the same time
I re ceived a let ter from R. Ould, a Rebel Com mis sioner, in re ply to
one I had writ ten him con cern ing some ten cit i zens of Franklin
County, Pa., who were car ried by their army to Rich mond and have
since been in the Libby Prison. This made a fur ther trip to Wash ing- 
ton nec es sary, and I. ran over and had a long in ter view with Ma jor
Hitch cock, who has en tire charge of this and other pris oner in ter ests
in his hands. It re mains yet to be seen whether my next let ter to Ould
(we were school mates at Can nons burg) will be of any ac count. I will
at least do what I can. In Wash ing ton I was too busy to look around
very much. It was the same place as be fore, ‘only more so.’ It would
be dif fi cult to de scribe the two great tides which pour back and for- 
ward through this war city, the im mense tide of sol diers and cit i zens
on the street and the end less lines of wag ons, mules and horses,
which per pet u ally make their way through one and an other great
thor ough fare. I called on Miss Dix, but she was at Ft. Mon roe, and
Portsmouth, Va., where our good Sarah Scha ef fer is do ing so no ble a
work. At Mr. But ler’s in Wash ing ton I also saw our mu tual friend
Heyl, who has an of fice un der Mr. Chase or rather a clerk ship in the
Trea sury De part ment. His whole fam ily are in Phil a del phia, keep ing
house, as it is im pos si ble to sup port them in Wash ing ton on $1,600
which he re ceives. He goes over as of ten as pos si ble and boards with
our min is ter, Mr. Baker, in Wash ing ton, so that he is quite com fort- 
able. Poor fel low! He has lost his prop erty and the la bor of many
years. His fa ther and mother still live. The friends in Bal ti more were
very cor dial.
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In view of var i ous mat ters, I fi nally gave up the idea of go ing to
New York this time, and im proved the time in Phil a del phia very
agree ably, vis it ing pub lic in sti tu tions, ac quain tances, etc., etc. Good
Matilda did all in her power to make my stay agree able, and the
friends and brethren were very cor dial. I can not de scribe half of what
I saw or heard, and will, there fore, not at tempt it. But the week spent
in Phil a del phia was a most de light ful one to me, and I have re turned
with a re vived mind and a re freshed spirit. Nearly two hun dred dol- 
lars were handed me for the Home and Farm School with out the least
col lec tion or in ti ma tion of our need. So kindly and boun ti fully does
God care for our fa ther less chil dren.

“In our fam ily ‘Alles geht ruhig und gut’ [EV ERY THING GOES

QUI ETLY AND WELL]. Since the first week in Jan u ary we have
had no girl, though Mary has been here again and again, and the last
time of fered her ser vices. We get along pleas antly and com fort ably,
and all the chil dren do their share in the house work. The twins, es pe- 
cially, are very in dus tri ous. All the chil dren are well, though I should
ex cept the baby who has a bad cold. The dear lit tle fel low has four
teeth and is a most fas ci nat ing child. He runs around like a lit tle par- 
tridge and is of a most merry and joy ous dis po si tion. God bless the
dear child.”

We can not fol low all the in ter est ing trips of Dr. Pas sa vant to the army hos- 
pi tals and his ser vices in be half of the sol diers, as they are so vividly set
forth in his let ters to his mother and to the Mis sion ary. For the present it
must suf fice to say that dur ing the whole long course of the war he was the
loyal sup porter of the Gov ern ment, the warm friend and lib eral helper of the
sol diers, and the coun selor and as sis tant of Miss Dix and her no ble army of
nurses. In the city of Pitts burgh he was known and hon ored as one of the
lead ing spir its in the cause of his coun try. His coun sels and as sis tance were
con tin u ally sought af ter in pub lic and in pri vate and were highly ap pre ci- 
ated by the best men and women in the State and Church. His name has an
hon ored place on the rolls of the San i tary and Chris tian Com mis sions. Dur- 
ing his vis its to Wash ing ton he fre quently preached to the sol diers, and in
his in ter course with the hos pi tal au thor i ties he met and min gled with the
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most em i nent of fi cers in civil and mil i tary cir cles. If he had given him self
up to this pub lic sphere, or if he had cher ished po lit i cal am bi tions, he might,
doubt less, have had hon or able prefer ment and of fice. But he never for got
that he was first of all a min is ter of Christ and of His Church. He loved his
na tion much, but he loved the King dom of God more. He hon ored the flag
of his coun try, but placed far above it the cross of Christ.

On the as sas si na tion of Pres i dent Lin coln, Dr. Pas sa vant wrote sev eral
ed i to ri als. We quote from one:

 "Af ter life’s fit ful fever he sleeps well;
 Trea son has done his worst; nor steel nor poi son,
 Mal ice do mes tic, for eign levy, noth ing
 Can touch him fur ther.

"To die amid the con sum ma tions of a grand mis sion nobly per- 
formed is glo ri ous. With them the where, when and how mat ters lit- 
tle.

"Or on the gal lows high,
 Or in the bat tle’s van.
 The no blest death for man to die
 Is when he dies for man.

"Our coun try’s faith has learned a new in ter pre ta tion of her stan- 
dard. The white typ i fies the pu rity of pur pose which be longs to a true
ruler; the red points to the crim son tide in which life flows forth a
will ing of fer ing; the blue re minds her of the home in heaven to which
the good are gath ered; the stars in her ban ner tell of light and dark- 
ness, and she shall learn to range them in a new and beau ti ful or der as
the Con stel la tion and Cross.

"Wicked ness tends to a cri sis, some aw ful and fi nal act of atroc ity,
which so marks its real char ac ter, that even the weak and vac il lat ing
who have feared and hoped and doubted, now stand aghast at its
atroc i ties. It makes all good men of one mind.
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"God has not asked too much of us, even in the sac ri fice over
which we mourn, if He gives to us as a rec om pense for it that pure
love of right, that im par tial free dom, of the wel fare of all men which
was struck at by the mur derer’s hand which has robbed our na tion of
the light of its eyes. Years be fore the fa tal stroke, as if with a pre sen ti- 
ment upon the soul of the fu ture, he had de clared in our city that for
this he would will ingly lay down his life, and God’s own life is the
pledge that this and ev ery life sac ri ficed for the right shall prove not
to have been laid down in vain.

“There is no sep ul cher so deep as to hide the light for ever, there is
no stone heavy enough to close it in for man. Truth may be slain and
en tombed, hemmed in with rocks, with a mighty stone, for bid ding all
en trance to it and all exit from it to the world; sealed and guarded
may be the sep ul cher where right eous ness seems to lie dead in the
per son of its em bod i ment; but the Easter day comes, the sec ond
earth quake comes, the an gel of the Lord with coun te nance like light- 
ning and gar ments like snow, de scends from heaven and comes and
rolls back the stone and sits upon it. Then is the time for the keep ers
to shake and be come as dead men; and then the trem bling hearts of
the true take com fort in the words: ’ Fear not, ye. ’ The blood of the
in no cent de scends upon those who sym pa thize with its shed ding,
from gen er a tion to gen er a tion. Noth ing but re pen tance, deep and
abid ing, can re move it. They have wrought the mis chief and shall
taste, in God’s time, its bit ter est fruits. Mad dened by ma lig nant pas- 
sions the mur der they com mit or pro mote or sym pa thize with proves
their own sui cide.”
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14. Storm And Stress In The
Church

AS THE LATER FIFTIES were a pe riod of storm and stress in the
State, so the early fifties were years of storm and stress in the Lutheran
Church. Those who stud ied, un der stood, be lieved and con fessed the doc- 
trines that have al ways made the Lutheran Church Lutheran, saw more and
more clearly the dan ger that was threat ened by ex plain ing away and ton ing
down those doc trines un til there was no other rea son for be ing a Lutheran
than that the Lutheran Church was es sen tially the same as “the other Evan- 
gel i cal de nom i na tions.” The con tention of Kurtz’s book, “Why Am I a
Lutheran?” might be summed up in the words: “I am a Lutheran be cause
the Lutheran Church has all the good that other churches have and dif fers
from them in no im por tant point.”

This lax, un cer tain and un sat is fac tory state of af fairs had moved a num- 
ber of earnest men to ex am ine what the Lutheran Church and her the olo- 
gians re ally teach. Schmid’s “Dog matik” had ap peared, and Amer i can
schol ars who could read Ger man were study ing it and had their eyes open
to the strength, com plete ness, con sis tency and scrip tural ness of the
Lutheran faith. Dr. Mor ris and oth ers wanted it trans lated into Eng lish. Drs.
Nevin, Schaff, Hodge and other Re formed the olo gians were teach ing
Luther ans what his tor i cal Lutheranism is. Those who were in fa vor of a
Lutheranism that was true to its name and its his tory had started the Evan- 
gel i cal Re view. The lit tle Mis sion ary had be come more and more clear and
con fes sional in its tone. Wyneken and Walther, Loebe and Lehman, Pas sa- 
vant and Harms were teach ing the Church not only that there is no an tag o- 
nism be tween con fes sional doc trines and liv ing piety, but also that the for- 
mer de mands the lat ter. The el der Krauth, at the open ing of the Gen eral
Synod in Charles ton in 1850, had preached a ser mon that gave no un cer tain
sound as to the re la tion of true Lutheranism to the Church Con fes sions.
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The Gen eral Synod was strength ened in 1853 by the en trance into it of
the strong, con ser va tive Syn ods of Penn syl va nia, Pitts burgh and Texas. The
Penn syl va nia Min is terium had founded a pro fes sor ship in Get tys burg Sem i- 
nary and was seek ing a con ser va tive man to fill it. Dr. C. F. Sha ef fer be- 
came the man in 1856.

This trend to ward a con fes sional Lutheranism aroused the rad i cals. They
had a mighty weapon in the Lutheran Ob server, the old est and only Eng lish
weekly east of Ohio. Through it they had the ear of the read ing and think ing
laity. Thus they had wielded a di rect in flu ence in the con gre ga tions of the
Eng lish Lutheran churches far greater than their num ber or abil ity would
seem to jus tify. Be sides they still had the main pro fes sor in Get tys burg The- 
o log i cal Sem i nary who, year af ter year, was mold ing the minds of in com ing
min is ters. Thus these men felt them selves stronger than they re ally were.
They imag ined that the whole Gen eral Synod was ready to fol low them.
They planned a bold and pre sump tu ous bat tle-call.

For months they had been se cretly at work on a doc u ment that was in- 
tended to star tle the Church, rout the “ret ro gres sion ists,” and lead the Gen- 
eral Synod per ma nently into an Amer i can Lutheranism from which all dis- 
tinc tive Lutheran doc trine would be elim i nated.

In Sep tem ber, 1853, an anony mous pam phlet of 52 pages was sent
through the mails to ev ery Lutheran min is ter who was sup posed to have
sym pa thy with and would lend in flu ence to the con tem plated coup. The
mys te ri ous doc u ment bore the ex pres sive and omi nous ti tle “Def i nite Plat- 
form, Doc tri nal and Dis ci plinary, for Evan gel i cal Dis trict Syn ods; con- 
structed in ac cor dance with the prin ci ples of the Gen eral Synod.” It claimed
in the in tro duc tion to be “An Amer i can Re cen sion of the Augs burg Con fes- 
sion, pre pared by con sul ta tion and co op er a tion of a num ber of Evan gel i cal
Lutheran min is ters of the East ern and West ern Syn ods, be long ing to the
Gen eral Synod.”

It claimed to find these dan ger ous er rors in the Augs burg Con fes sion;
viz., the Romish Mass, Romish Con fes sion and Ab so lu tion, and a de nial of
the di vine obli ga tion of the Chris tian Sab bath. It also re pu di ated bap tismal
re gen er a tion and the real pres ence of the Body and Blood of Christ in the
Lord’s Sup per. It rec om mended that no min is ter should be re ceived into any
Synod of the Gen eral Synod who would not adopt this plat form.
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As might have been ex pected, this pro posed new con fes sion of faith
raised a ter rific storm. It dis closed, more boldly than had yet been done, the
real an i mus and pur pose of the rad i cal wing of the Gen eral Synod. The Ob- 
server de fended it; so did the Evan gel i cal Lutheran of Spring field, Ohio. A
flood of com mu ni ca tions from the rad i cals com mended and de fended it in
the col umns of the Ob server. Then for three con sec u tive weeks Dr. Kurtz
ed i to ri ally de fended it. Dr. S. S. Schmucker fol lowed in the same strain for
five con sec u tive weeks, writ ing al to gether about twenty col umns. These
acute and learned writ ers wrote with a fer vor of des per a tion. They de fended
their po si tion with abil ity, skill and elo quence. They vis ited the var i ous
Syn ods and pleaded for their plat form. But it was a lost cause from the be- 
gin ning. Never were in tel li gent and san guine men more bit terly dis ap- 
pointed. Not a sin gle East ern Synod adopted the plat form. Three lit tle Syn- 
ods in Ohio were all that deigned to do it honor. But it did good work; it
opened the eyes of the real friends of the Church to the dan gers that threat- 
ened from Get tys burg and Bal ti more.

No one un der stood and felt the dan ger more se ri ously than did Dr. Pas- 
sa vant. He fol lowed the move ment with the keen est in ter est. In Oc to ber,
1855, he pub lished the res o lu tion of the East Penn syl va nia Synod against
the plat form with this com ment of his own:

“This earnest and dig ni fied protest against the anony mous pub li ca- 
tion, re ferred to be low, was put forth by the East Penn syl va nia Synod
at its late ses sion in Lebanon. This de cided con dem na tion of all such
min ing and sap ping op er a tions by means of ‘a dark lantern,’ will
meet with the hearty ap proval of the best friends of the Church. If the
foun da tions are to be de stroyed, let it not be done by honey-comb ing
of the ground af ter such a Je suit i cal fash ion, but by a Gen eral Church
Diet, which shall pos sess the learn ing, piety and char ity to con struct
‘a plat form’ which will at least gra ciously per mit Luther,
Melanchthon, Arndt, Spener, Francke and other princes in Is rael to
stand upon it.”

A wave of in dig na tion against the Ob server broke out over all the Church.
Earnest men came to gether and spoke of start ing a new pa per. In nearly ev- 
ery such case Mr. Pas sa vant was men tioned as the best pos si ble ed i tor. Oth- 
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ers wrote to him for coun sel and ad vice. His monthly Mis sion ary was near- 
ing the close of its eighth year. Of these years he could say:

“In look ing over the past eight years we can not but thank God and
take courage. We are thank ful that amid the go ing down of other
more mer i to ri ous pa pers our lit tle sheet was en abled to live. We are
thank ful for the pa tron age of many of the good and the pure over the
land, and we trust that we are grate ful that its la bor in the Lord has
not been in vain. Oth ers as sure us that a live lier in ter est has been
awak ened by it in mis sions and mercy, and that the at ten tion of many
Chris tians has been di rected to the sor rows and suf fer ings of the af- 
flicted mem bers of our Lord’s body. So, too, in ad di tion to the nu mer- 
ous and gen er ous do na tions which have been sent in for the In sti tu- 
tions here, a thou sand dol lars have been paid into the trea sury of the
Home from the prof its of the pa per dur ing this time.”

The thought came to him again and again: Could not his Mis sion ary be
changed from a monthly to a weekly? Could it not in ad di tion to be ing a
Mis sion ary be come a more gen eral Church pa per? Could it not be a
medium for the dis sem i na tion and the de fense of the Church’s faith? Might
it not serve to pro tect the many against the in sid i ous, un set tling and di vi sive
in flu ences of the Ob server? For weeks and months he planned and prayed
and wrote to the wis est and best men in the Church for coun sel.

We have be fore us over a score of let ters com mend ing Pas sa vant’s plan.
They are from A. T. Geis senhainer, Green wald, Reynolds, H. H. and F. A.
Muh len berg, B. M. Schmucker, C. F. and C. W. Scha ef fer, Schreck, Man- 
ning, Mann, Welden, D. M. Henkel, Geo. F. Miller, W. S. Emery, Hoff- 
mann, and oth ers.

The el der Krauth coun sels pa tience and hopes for bet ter ment of the Ob- 
server. Dr. Mor ris fears Pas sa vant’s abo li tion ism. C. A. Hay dep re cates the
ris ing of a “hi er ar chi cal” party in the Church, claims that the plat form ex- 
presses the faith of the ma jor ity of the pi ous lay men, and pleads for the Ob- 
server. Henry L. Pohlman coun sels de lay and pa tience. Oth ers fa vor the
new weekly, but not yet.

Af ter much de lib er a tion, coun sel and prayer Mr. Pas sa vant’s mind was
made up. In the last num ber of the monthly be writes:



362

"In view of the past we are hope ful for the fu ture. A large num ber
of our most se ri ous and able min is ters and lay men have urged us to
en large the Mis sion ary, and change it from a monthly to a weekly
sheet. Af ter much re flec tion and prayer and an un re served con sul ta- 
tion with lead ing brethren over the, whole land we are con vinced that
it is our duty to do so. The in ter ests of mis sions and mercy, of truth
and right eous ness, de mand it. This is sue, clearly and sat is fac to rily
set tled to our own mind, there is no al ter na tive left, but ‘in the name
of the lord to set up our ban ner.’ And this we do with good courage
and cheer ful hope, be liev ing that by so do ing we shall be more help- 
ful than at present to the Church which Christ hath pur chased with
His own blood.

“Ac cord ingly, by the di vine per mis sion, the first num ber of the
new se ries will ap pear dur ing the first week of Jan u ary, 1856. The
rate for sub scribers will be one dol lar and fifty cents in ad vance.”

To his good mother, who again feared that he was tak ing upon him self a
load that he would be un able to carry, he ex plains:

"When I tell you but a few of the facts in the case you will see that
I have been led to make this en large ment sim ply from a deep sense of
duty, and in do ing so my great est heart trou ble was your ex pressed
un will ing ness to see me en gaged in such a work. Rest as sured that
this step has been taken only af ter much prayer, con sul ta tion and a
long and pa tient ex am i na tion of the whole sub ject, and I can say with
a good con science that my un will ing ness to en gage in this was so
great that I could scarcely over come it, and had it been pos si ble to
have done so, I would not have yielded. But the en large ment is to be
made dur ing the first week in Jan u ary, 1856; then there will be an in- 
ter mis sion for three weeks, and on the first of Feb ru ary it will go on
reg u larly ev ery week. Brother Reck as sumes the en tire busi ness de- 
part ment, cor re spon dence and mail ing; Brother Krauth writes a
‘leader’ for the ed i to rial col umn over his own sig na ture ev ery week;
and I edit the pa per. Friends are pledged for one thou sand dol lars’ do- 
na tion for the first year, some send ing one hun dred dol lars, one one
hun dred and fifty dol lars, oth ers fifty dol lars, ten dol lars, and pledges
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have been sent in for a large num ber of sub scribers by our lead ing
min is ters in the East. Be sides some eigh teen to twenty have of fered
to write for it ev ery few weeks so as to give it va ri ety, in ter est and
life. …

"When I wish to leave the city, Broth ers Reck and Krauth get out
the pa per, so that I am as free to be away even for months as now pro- 
vided I send on a weekly ed i to rial or two.

"But why in volve my self in this new trou ble and ex pense? The ex- 
pense will be borne by friends who are de ter mined to spare no means
in or der to have a pa per which will save the Church from the doom
which awaits her with Kurtz at the helm of the ves sel. As for the trou- 
ble, I cheer fully en dure it for Zion’s sake, and, more over, be cause I
am nearly through with my trav els abroad which suit me as lit tle as
they do my fam ily and es pe cially the chil dren. In this way I have
some thing to oc cupy me at home, and I can go to Rochester ev ery
sec ond Sun day un til the time comes when they will re quire a pas tor
of their own. This may be a con sid er able time hence, as the fin ish ing
of the church will re quire all the spare means and en er gies which they
can de vote at least for a twelve-month to come.

“But the con tro versy and un pleas ant ness with Kurtz? On this sub- 
ject I can make you easy. You may rest as sured that with that man I
will have no con tro versy. He can say and think and do just as he
pleases, and so he will, as far as I am con cerned. My strength will be
found in keep ing aloof from these wretched con tro ver sies, which are
keep ing the Church from her le git i mate work of do ing good to the
suf fer ing and to the im mi grant. If he in sults me, I will pub lish him in
the Mis sion ary, and, by say ing noth ing in re turn, si lence his talk. On
this sub ject my mind is made up, for your sake, and my own as well
as for the Church’s. I shall strive, as I have done for eight years, to
keep all this kind of strife out of my col umns. In chang ing the Mis- 
sion ary from a monthly into a weekly I have sim ply yielded to the
pres sure which was brought to bear upon me, not from the quar rel ing
part of our min istry but from the most able, solid and pi ous men of
our min istry. Our pas tors could no longer stand the in fa mous charges
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which Kurtz and Schmucker are per pet u ally mak ing against the
Church. Their only refuge was in the es tab lish ment of a news pa per or
in flu enc ing me to en large the Mis sion ary, the first they dep re cated, as
it would have been a her culean at tempt, and would have aroused all
the hos til ity of the Ob server against it as an op po si tion got ten up spe- 
cially against it; the last they anx iously and most earnestly pleaded
for, as they liked the spirit and its gen eral course. That spirit will re- 
main the same, and its gen eral course, like wise, so that they will now
have what they want, a weekly Lutheran Church pa per de voted to
mis sions and mer cies, to the fam ily, the school and the Church. May
God for give me for giv ing you ad di tional pain, and rest as sured that
in con duct ing it I will be in flu enced only by the fear of God and the
fear of do ing any thing which would dis turb the spirit of my pre cious
mother in the evening of her days. All well.”

The weekly Mis sion ary was, there fore, launched for the de fense and spread
of the Lutheran faith and for the in spi ra tion cf the works that should grow
out of that faith. The first num ber ap peared in Jan u ary, 1856. It came in the
four-page, blan ket-sheet form then in vogue.

In look ing over the first vol ume, prob a bly the most at trac tive fea ture is a
se ries of ar ti cles by C. P. Krauth, Jr., on “The Church in the Wilder ness.”
These ar ti cles give us a vivid pic ture of the state of the Church of that day.
They show the low and al most hope less view of the mis sion of the Lutheran
Church in this land, on the part of the plat form men, as well as the vir ile
and hope ful tone of those who knew and had faith in the Church’s his toric
and con fes sional po si tion. Some of the ar ti cles are in the form of a di a logue
be tween the Rev. Mr. Lit tle faith and the Rev. Mr. Hope ful.

There are nu mer ous ar ti cles from his pen on the Augs burg Con fes sion,
on the Lutheran Doc trine of the Sab bath, in which he quotes largely from
Luther and the Lutheran dog mati cians, a se ries of learned ar ti cles on the
Romish Doc trine of the Mass, with a de fense against the as per sions of the
plat form men against the Con fes sion. They are well worth read ing to-day.
There is a se ries by J. G. Mor ris on Life Pic tures from the Ref or ma tion, a
se ries of Let ters from a Fa ther to His Son, an in ter est ing and in struc tive se- 
ries from Dr. Philip Schaff on the Re li gious Life in Ger many. There are fre- 
quent let ters from nearly ev ery State in the West, de scrib ing the con di tion
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of the scat tered Luther ans, their needs, their hopes and their progress. For- 
eign Mis sion let ters, sto ries and notes are found in ev ery num ber. In struc- 
tive and in spir ing ac counts of the In fir mary and the Or phan Home are kept
up. There is a va ri ety of Church news and items from all por tions and Syn- 
ods of the Church, set forth with that spirit, vivid ness and im par tial ity
which the ed i tor man i fested all through life. In the clip pings, the de vo tional
and fam ily de part ment, the ju di cious ness and tact of happy se lec tion which
mark the true ed i tor are man i fest. Of the pur pose and spirit of the pa per, the
ed i tor says in the first num ber:

“The gen eral plan of the Mis sion ary re mains the same, the field of
op er a tion be ing merely en larged with the en large ment of the pa per.
While it aims to be a pe ri od i cal for the in di vid ual, the fam ily, the
Church and the times, the spirit of mis sions and mercy will be the
con trol ling spirit. It will not shrink from con fess ing, ex plain ing and
de fend ing the faith of the Church; but, with a pro found con vic tion
that the Church must not only be evan gel i cal, but evan ge lis tic also, it
will la bor alike for her pu rity and her op er a tive piety. The motto on
our first page fully ex presses our views and aims. In an age of con tro- 
versy and di vi sion we shall en deavor, in de pen dence upon di vine aid,
to edit the Mis sion ary ac cord ing to the wis dom that is from above,
‘which is first pure, then peace able, gen tle, easy to be en treated, full
of mercy and good fruits, with out par tial ity and with out hypocrisy’.”

In the sec ond num ber he sets forth still more ex plic itly the tone and spirit of
the pa per:

"WE BE BRETHREN.

"Brought to gether by a power higher than our own, we find our- 
selves on the vir gin soil of this new con ti nent, the rep re sen ta tives of
nu mer ous na tion al i ties of the old world. Our child hood, boy hood,
man hood, early train ing, and later ed u ca tion have been widely dif fer- 
ent, and the as so ci a tions, modes of thought and lo cal sur round ings of
each in di vid ual have not been with out their in flu ence in the for ma tion
of our char ac ter as a Church. That un der these cir cum stances there
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should be some di ver sity of thought, and dif fer ence of ad min is tra tion,
to gether with not a few lo cal and na tional pe cu liar i ties, cus toms and
even prej u dices, is only what might be ex pected, is only what could
not be oth er wise.

"But while, in the Lutheran Church in this coun try this di ver sity
con fess edly ex ists, there ex ists, at the same time, a unity in di ver sity
which jus ti fies the fra ter nal dec la ra tion, ‘We be brethren.’ We are so
in more than one im por tant re spect. Brethren in Christ, we stand
nearly re lated to all who in ev ery place call upon Je sus Christ, both
their Mas ter and ours. But we are fam ily re la tions to each other, and a
com mon faith with com mon us ages, as so ci a tions, labors, aims and
hopes, makes us one in a pe cu liar sense. We be long, not merely to the
same army, but to the same reg i ment; and side by side and shoul der
to shoul der we have re sisted the same mighty force, stood up against
the same deadly charge, en dured the same ag o niz ing suf fer ing, and,
af ter the smoke and dust of the bat tle field has cleared away, we have
to gether wept over our fallen brethren, or made the sky echo with the
ex ult ing shout of vic tory. Three cen turies with their his tory of tri als
and tri umphs look down upon us this day, a di ver si fied, but yet a
united Church.

"With this great fact of our com mon broth er hood be fore us, our
duty as a Church is clearly ap par ent. It is, to live and love and la bor
as brethren. If we can not see eye to eye in ev ery thing let us walk by
the same rule, so far as we are agreed. Palsied be the arm that would
turn the tide of bat tle from the com mon foe against our brethren. At a
time like this, when So cial ism with its un clean spawn, and Ra tio nal- 
ism with its icy touch, and Ro man ism with its cor rupt faith and its re- 
laxed moral ity, must not only be met and dis com fited by the truth as
it is in Je sus, but when the over shad ow ing power of ma te rial in ter est
threat ens to dry up the very heart of Chris tian ity it self, and, in our
land turn all into the idol a try of gold, di vided in ter ests and ef forts can
op pose no bar rier to the over flow ing surf. It is a strug gle not only for
the tri umph but for the life of Chris tian ity. It af fects the whole broth- 
er hood. It is a strife pro aris et fo cis, for our al tars and fire sides, and
the weak est as well as the might i est must stand by his arms in this
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com ing strug gle which shall shake not the earth only but also the
heav ens.

"It is not too much to say, there fore, that our com mon duty in this
cri sis of our his tory is to seek the things that make for peace and
things whereby we may ed ify one an other. That par ti sans of dif fer ent
kinds will mis con strue this ad vice, we know be fore hand; but what we
have writ ten is not ours, but the word of the Lord. Un der cir cum- 
stances very sim i lar, the holy apos tle ‘be sought the brethren, by the
Lord Je sus Christ, that they should all speak the same thing, and that
there be no di vi sions among them, but that they should be per fectly
joined to gether in the same judg ment.’ Chris tian brethren can not
hope to come to the unity of the faith un til this law of char ity is ob- 
served; for where di vi sions are there is con tention and ev ery evil
work.

“It may not be out of place, in this con nec tion, to ex press the hope
that the fact that ‘we be brethren’ may be re flected from all the ar ti- 
cles which may ap pear in the Mis sion ary.”With our views of truth
and duty we can not con sent that it should be an arena of per sonal
con flict and party strife. It has a holier mis sion and a no bler work. It
will seek to at tract, not to re pel, to make peace, not to wage war, to
rec on cile brethren, not to widen the breach be tween them. And so,
too, it wiU be our sin cere de sire to be help ful, not to a part, but to the
en tire broth er hood, with out ref er ence to par tic u lar sec tions, lan- 
guages, na tion al i ties and in sti tu tions. This is our aim, and in its pros e- 
cu tions we in vite the co-op er a tion of all who love our Lord Je sus
Christ in sin cer ity."

At a meet ing of the Pitts burgh Synod, held in Zelieno ple, in May. 1856, the
def i nite plat form came up for ac tion. In the ed i to rial col umns of the Mis- 
sion ary, Mr. Pas sa vant gives the fol low ing:

"Be low will be found the ac tion of the Pitts burgh Synod, at its late
ses sion in Zelieno ple. on the great ques tion now ag i tat ing our
Church. Its char ac ter will be as un ex pected as it will be grat i fy ing. A
large ma jor ity might have been ob tained for the strong est res o lu tions
con dem na tory of the plat form move ment, but truth never suf fers from



368

mod er a tion, and a united tes ti mony for the pu rity of our faith was re- 
garded as more im por tant than the most vi o lent de nun ci a tion.

"A whole af ter noon was de voted to the dis cus sion of the dif fer ent
top ics re ferred to in the re port be low which was pre sented by the
Rev. C. P. Krauth. The ut most free dom of ob jec tion and re ply was en- 
cour aged: no res o lu tion was acted upon un til the mem bers ex pressed
them selves fully and were pre pared for the ques tion; and when the
vote was fi nally taken upon the re port as a whole, it was adopted
with out a sin gle dis sent ing voice. In our whole ex pe ri ence of Syn od i- 
cal ac tion we never wit nessed a dis cus sion more can did and truth ful
or a more beau ti ful il lus tra tion of the value of fra ter nal con fer ences,
(such as those sug gested in the late Mis sion ary,) in the set tle ment of
dis puted doc trines in the Church. The most care less ob server could
not but have felt that God was of a truth in the place, and dur ing the
pas sage of the last res o lu tions there was scarcely a dry eye in the
whole Synod. We fear to weaken the force of the tes ti mony so unan i- 
mously borne by the Synod con cern ing the charges made and the
changes pro posed in the ac knowl edged faith of the Church, and,
there fore, di rect the care ful at ten tion of our read ers to the lan guage of
the pre am ble and the res o lu tions:

Tes ti mony of the Synod of Pitts burgh

Whereas, Our Church has been ag i tated by pro posed changes in
the Augs burg Con fes sion, changes whose ne ces sity has been pred i- 
cated upon al leged er rors in that Con fes sion; and

Whereas, The changes and the charges con nected with them,
though set forth by in di vid ual au thor ity, have been en dorsed by some
Syn ods of the Lutheran Church and urged upon oth ers for ap proval,
and have been no ticed by most of the Syn ods which have met since
they have been brought be fore the Church; and

Whereas, Amid con flict ing state ments, many who are sin cerely
de sirous of know ing the truth, are dis tracted, know ing not what to be- 
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lieve and the dan ger of in ter nal con flict and schism is in curred; and

Whereas, Our Syn ods are the source whence an of fi cial dec la ra- 
tion in re gard to things dis puted in the Church may nat u rally and
justly be looked for; we

There fore, In Synod as sem bled, in the pres ence of the Searcher of
hearts, de sire to de clare to our churches and be fore the world our
judg ment in re gard to these changes and these charges, and the alien- 
ation among brethren which may arise from them.

’I. Re solved, That by the Augs burg Con fes sion we mean that doc- 
u ment which was framed by Melanchthon, with the ad vice, aid and
con cur rence of Luther, and the other great evan gel i cal the olo gians,
and pre sented by the Protes tant princes and free cities of Ger many, at
the Diet of Augs burg in 1530.

’II. Re solved, that while the ba sis of our Gen eral Synod has al- 
lowed of di ver sity in re gard to some parts of the Augs burg Con fes- 
sion, that ba sis never was de signed to im ply the right to al ter, amend,
or cur tail the Con fes sion it self.

’III. Re solved, That while this Synod, rest ing on the Word of God
as the sole au thor ity in mat ters of faith, on its in fal li ble war rant re- 
jects the Romish doc trine of the real pres ence or Tran sub stan ti a tion,
and with it the doc trine of Con sub stan ti a tion; re jects the Mass, and all
cer e monies dis tinc tive of the Mass; de nies any power in the Sacra- 
ments as an opus op er a tum, or that the bless ings of bap tism and the
Lord’s Sup per can be re ceived with out faith; re jects Au ric u lar Con- 
fes sion, and priestly ab so lu tion; holds that there is no priest hood on
earth ex cept that of all be liev ers, and that God only can for give sins;
and main tains the sa cred obli ga tion of the Lord’s day; and while we
would with our whole heart re ject any part of any con fes sion which
taught doc trines in con flict with our tes ti mony, nev er the less be fore
God and His Church, we de clare that in our judg ment the Augs burg
Con fes sion, prop erly in ter preted, is in per fect con sis tence with this
our tes ti mony, and with Holy Scrip ture as re gards the er rors spec i- 
fied.
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’IV. Re solved, That while we do not wish to con ceal the fact that
some parts of the doc trine of our Con fes sion in re gard to the Sacra- 
ments are re ceived in dif fer ent de grees by dif fer ent brethren, yet that
even in these points wherein we as brethren in Christ agree to dif fer
till the Holy Ghost shall make us see eye to eye, the dif fer ences are
not such as to de stroy the foun da tion of faith, our unity in la bor, our
mu tual con fi dence and our ten der love.

‘V. Re solved, That now, as we have ever done, we re gard the
Augs burg Con fes sion lov ingly and rev er ently as the ’good con fes- 
sion’ of our fa thers, wit nessed be fore heaven, earth and hell.

’VI. Re solved, That if we have in dulged harsh thoughts and
ground less sus pi cions, if we have with out rea son crim i nated and re- 
crim i nated, we here humbly con fess our fault be fore our adorable Re- 
deemer, be seech ing par don of Him and of each other, and covenant
anew with Him and with each other to know-noth ing among men but
Je sus Christ and Him cru ci fied, ac knowl edg ing Him as our only Mas- 
ter, and re gard ing all who are in the liv ing unity of faith with Him, as
brethren.

‘VII. Re solved, That we will re sist all ef forts to sow dis sen sion
among us on the ground of mi nor dif fer ences, all ef forts on the one
hand to im pair the pu rity of the ’faith once de liv ered to the saints,’
and that with new ar dor we will de vote our selves to the work of the
Gospel, to re pair ing the waste places of Zion, to build ing up one an- 
other in ho li ness, and in point ing a lost world to the ‘Lamb of God.’
This agree ment with each other is made in sin gle ness of heart, with- 
out per sonal im pli ca tion, du plic ity of mean ing, or men tal reser va tion,
and we ap peal to Him be fore whose judg ment bar we shall stand, and
through whose grace alone we have hope of heaven’."

Dr. Pas sa vant’s good mother was greatly grieved by some of his ed i to ri als
and wrote him one of her char ac ter is tic cau tions. His re ply is so kind and so
ex pres sive of his change in views and sen ti ment that we can not for bear giv- 
ing it al most en tire:
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"No one but my self could be aware of all the facts in the case, for
I alone have the doc u ments in my hands. The course of du plic ity and
dou ble deal ing which was be ing car ried on un der the name of ‘spir i- 
tual’ re li gion, ‘re vivals,’ etc., was be neath all crit i cism, and had I not
put a stop to it as I did, not only would the Mis sion ary have gone
down but the most pre cious in ter ests of re li gion would have suf fered.
You would be sur prised to read the let ters which I re ceive from rea- 
son able and think ing men on both sides. Not from the ‘old Luther- 
ans,’ as you sug gest, for not six of them take the pa per; but from
lead ing mem bers of the Syn ods be long ing to the Gen eral Synod. In
this whole mat ter I have ‘done noth ing through strife or vain-glory.’
Had it not been for me, Anspach would have sold his third to Kurtz,
so dis gusted and wea ried out was he with the machi na tions of that
man; and yet now he with one breath up holds Kurtz’s griev ous wrong
and with the next makes prom ises to the friends of the Mis sion ary
that if they but throw their in flu ence in fa vor of the Ob server, all will
be made right! I was weary of such dis grace ful work and put a stop to
it. Now they are so much oc cu pied with the re vival move ment that
they have no time to clear their own char ac ters of the charge of dou- 
ble deal ing! Be it so. Our men now know where they stand, and they
qui etly let them go!

"You re fer, dear est mother, to my for mer po si tion, and say that you
‘glo ried’ in the re vivals which I en joyed in the first years of my min- 
istry. But cer tainly you for get that your let ters were full of the most
ex cel lent coun sels and warn ings not to mis take out ward man i fes ta- 
tions of feel ing for true re pen tance and faith in Je sus.

"In flu enced, how ever, as I was at that time by Dr. K. and the
Methodis tic the ol ogy which I had stud ied at Get tys burg, I dis re garded
most of those coun sels. An ex pe ri ence of some fif teen years in the
min istry has con vinced me that you were then right and I was wrong,
and be sides, I can not pos si bly close my eyes to facts which I see ev- 
ery day, that the re vival sys tem of the Ob server ex hausts the soil of
the Church, ‘like rais ing to bacco does the soil of Vir ginia.’ I am as
much the friend of gen uine re vivals as I ever was, and even at this
very time there is a de light ful re li gious in ter est in my church at
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Rochester, but for the bench work and re li gious clap-trap with which
Kurtz’s sys tem is con nected, I have noth ing but dis trust and ex e cra- 
tion. And the rea son of this is be cause I know it, and of the men who
fill that pa per with their lu cubra tions on this sub ject, no less than
four teen have al ready, within a few years been ex pelled from the min- 
istry for cheat ing, adul tery and other dread ful crimes. All my present
ideas of re li gion are in open an tag o nism to this sys tem.

“But enough. I have said this much only to ex plain my po si tion
and to show that I oc cupy no new ground, but pre cisely the ground of
the holi est men in the purest ages of our Church, to whose doc trines
and us ages I am more at tached, the more my mind, through God’s
mercy, throws off the un healthy in flu ences which I con tracted un der
the teach ings of Drs, Schmucker and Kurtz.”

Dr. Pas sa vant loved his Church dearly; what ever hurt his Church, hurt him.
Through dif fi cul ties and doubts and deep in ves ti ga tions and heart-search- 
ings he had been led to the firm con vic tion that the truths which Luther had
re dis cov ered and ex pe ri enced and preached, the truths which had made the
Ref or ma tion in vin ci ble, which re form ers and the olo gians had em bod ied in
the evan gel i cal creeds and cat e chisms, which had blessed the Ger man and
Scan di na vian na tions and peo ple in pro por tion as they ac cepted and lived
them, that these same old Scrip tural truths were needed in our land and age.
Not for love of con tro versy but for love of truth, was this peace-lov ing man
moved to con tend so earnestly for that faith which he was con vinced had
been once de liv ered to the saints.

Of the ef fect upon the min istry of the un cer tain and union is tic teach ing
in Get tys burg and through the Ob server he writes:

"The years are not long gone since it was no un usual thing for our
min is ters to for sake us, with no very ur gent rea son real or pre tended,
mov ing them thereto. The fact is, our Church was so ut terly dis solved
in the white heat of uni ver sal phi lan thropy that it ran into any mold
that of fered, some times into andirons and some times into solid pigs.
A pa per which is not ashamed to bear the name of our Church main- 
tained that the Lutheran doc trines did not dif fer in any im por tant re- 
spects from those of Method ism. This po si tion was in deed taken to
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make easy the trans fer of oth ers to us, and did some work in that way.
But the prin ci ple worked in both di rec tions, ‘with per fect loose ness.’

“Our young men, drilled into the idea that noth ing could be fun da- 
men tal that was doubted by the sects among them, car ried out the
con clu sion to a still more log i cal ex treme, that noth ing was fun da- 
men tal, even if the sects did not doubt it. There fore their church con- 
nec tion, as it in volved no prin ci ple, might be reg u lated by con ve- 
nience or self-in ter est. These im pres sions made us some sore losses
and gave us some sad gains. Some of our best men left us, protest ing
then, and protest ing still, that they re main as good Luther ans out of
our con nec tion as in it. And they were right, ex cept in their phrase;
they meant that they were no more Lutheran in our Church than they
are, since they went out of it. Of course, the same kind of view some- 
times brought men into our Church, and among them were good and
true men, who have shown more love and loy alty to it than it had the
right to de mand, on the the ory on which it re ceived them. But on the
whole we have been great losers. Some of the men we have lost
lacked noth ing for the high est ef fi ciency in our Church ex cept a deep
con vic tion that she is grounded not only in her Protes tant doc trines
but in her dis tinct faith on God’s Word. We can scarcely blame them
that they had not this con vic tion, for it was hard to find it; and the
few who held it were un der the ban of deep and gen eral prej u dice.
Truth has had to find its way in our Church, and part of its way has
been fought; but there are some who ought to bear the scars of the
bat tle, whose en er gies have been spent in other fields and whose
names, when the record of this era of our Church is made up, will not
be found where their birth and early at tach ments once gave prom ise
that they would be en rolled.”

On the state of the Church in 1863 we find this short ed i to rial:

"We glean from our cor re spon dence some il lus tra tions of the ten- 
den cies in parts of our Church which ought to arouse ev ery man who
loves the truth:

"1. ‘One of our the o log i cal stu dents re marked in ref er ence to the
Book of Con cord, that no min is ter ought to give that book a place in
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his li brary.’’

"2. ‘One grad u ated and re fused to study the ol ogy, say ing that he
wanted to be a prac ti cal preacher, and not one of these stud ied meta- 
phys i cal preach ers. He has been in the min istry two years, and re- 
cently re signed his sec ond charge.’

"3. ‘One of our min is ters, when he was urged to take the Sun day
School Her ald, said that they did take a Sun day School pa per, but he
did not know what pa per it was.’

"4. ‘At a teach ers’ meet ing in one of our largest and most in flu en- 
tial con gre ga tions the Lutheran Sun day School Her ald was pro posed
but they came to the sober con clu sion that it was sec tar ian. (Ev ery
one of the teach ers was a nom i nal Lutheran.)’

"5. ‘There’ are four con tigu ous charges known to one of our cor re- 
spon dents where they have Sun day Schools and Sun day School pa- 
pers, but not the Lutheran Sun day School Her ald.’

"6. ‘In one of our con gre ga tions the Cat e chism had not been men- 
tioned by its pas tor to the peo ple for three years and a half. No won- 
der that one of our min is ters took the lib erty to say: I never thought
that that church had any sta bil ity.’

“7. ‘In a cer tain charge the Methodist Christliche Apol o gote had at
one time among Luther ans about twenty sub scribers for three or four
years. There are now some eight who take it.’”

In Sep tem ber, 1861, the Lutheran As so ci a tion for News pa per and Pe ri od i cal
Pub li ca tion, which pub lished The Lutheran in Phil a del phia, made over tures
to merge The Lutheran and the Mis sion ary into one pa per. To this Dr. Pas- 
sa vant was op posed at first. But af ter all, he had the strength of one man
only. He felt him self in dan ger of break ing un der his many bur dens. His In- 
sti tu tional work was grow ing, and he was in tensely in ter ested in the bod ily
and spir i tual wel fare of the sol diers. All this made him think more fa vor ably
of the pro posal. Then, also, the thought that a merg ing of the two pa pers
would largely in crease the cir cu la tion of the Mis sion ary, had its weight. He
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went to Phil a del phia and had a con sul ta tion with the of fi cers of the As so ci- 
a tion, but no un der stand ing was reached at this in ter view. An of fer was also
made to get the Ob server into the union of the pa pers. But this failed be- 
cause the Bal ti more rad i cals were afraid of the Phil a del phia con ser va tives.
Af ter fur ther ne go ti a tions. Dr. Seiss wrote Dr. Pas sa vant the fi nal re sult of
the Ex ec u tive Com mit tee’s de lib er a tion:

"As Chair man of the Ex ec u tive Com mit tee of the Lutheran As so- 
ci a tion for News pa per and Pe ri od i cal Pub li ca tion, I have been di- 
rected to in form you of fi cially that at a meet ing of the Ex ec u tive
Com mit tee of said As so ci a tion, held on the sev en teenth inst.. Rev. C.
P. Krauth, D. D., of Phil a del phia, was elected the ‘Gen eral Ed i tor’ of
the Lutheran and Mis sion ary, and your self ‘co-ed i tor’ of the same ac- 
cord ing to the terms and con di tions agreed upon, and on record of the
ar chives of the As so ci a tion.

"At the same time, also, the fol low ing among the by-laws was
passed, that ‘the gen eral ed i tor, or ed i tors, of the pub li ca tions is sued
by this As so ci a tion, be fore en ter ing upon the du ties of his or their of- 
fice, shall as sure the Ex ec u tive Com mit tee of his or their will ing ness
to con form to the re quire ments of the tenth ar ti cle of the Con sti tu- 
tion.’

"It was at the same time re solved to en ter upon the pub li ca tion of
The Lutheran and Mis sion ary as soon as pos si ble, say on the day of
the Fes ti val of the Ref or ma tion, that the size of the pa per shall be that
of the Amer i can Pres by te rian or The Chris tian In struc tor, which is
about four col umns larger than the Lutheran Ob server, the price to be
one dol lar and fifty cents in ad vance and two dol lars at the end of
three months; also that sub scribers to the Lutheran and Mis sion ary be
car ried with out ad di tional charge for the un ex pired time for which
they have paid.

“We hope that all this will meet your ap proval. Upon two points
you will see that it will be nec es sary for us to have your for mal an- 
swer, first as re gards the ac cept able ness of Dr. Krauth as Gen eral Ed i- 
tor and your con cur rence in his ap point ment; and, sec ond, as to your
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agree ment with the con di tions spec i fied in the by-law quoted above.
Will you fa vor the com mit tee with an early re ply upon these points?”

While Dr. Pas sa vant ac cepted the pro posal of the As so ci a tion he was not al- 
to gether sat is fied and went to Phil a del phia again for fi nal ar range ments. To
his mother he writes:

“My stay in Phil a del phia was con sid er ably pro longed as I had
both weeks’ ed i to ri als to write. I was very care ful in not com mit ting
my self to Mr. Krauth, with whom I ap pre hend no dif fi culty. But the
busi ness agent is not a pleas ant man to me. His course in get ting the
great head ing for the Lutheran was in tol er a ble and un just. But I am so
glad that at least some of the end less cares of the pa per are off my
shoul ders, and that I still have an or gan in which to ap pear for all use- 
ful pur poses, that I made up my mind to sub mit to some lit tle in con- 
ve niences. How it will suc ceed, re mains to be seen. I, how ever, hope
for the best. Mr. Krauth will give the pa per his un di vided time and the
stim u lus of such an able writer on the pa per will do me no harm. I
need some thing of this kind to stir up my slug gish soul amid the ma- 
te rial du ties of my vo ca tion.”

Here is his mother’s crit i cism on the first is sues of the new pa per:

“You do not al lude by a sin gle word, dear William, to your ed i to- 
rial con cerns, which by the sub scribers not be ing ac knowl edged is
shrouded in mys tery to those who take an in ter est in its progress. I for
one, (who be long to the class of ig no ra muses), get some times awed
by the amount of the o log i cal learn ing the Lutheran dis plays, and
think it al most enough to frighten any poor man from the min istry if
it is nec es sary to have pe rused all the works there rec om mended. But
I fully ap pre ci ate the Lutheran’s de light ful style and grace ful han- 
dling of more con ge nial sub jects. His ac knowl edg ments to the ladies
who gave him the car pet and lounge, his ‘con sci en tious gro cer’ who
throws in the stems of the raisins, and in the last pa per his tour to
Cham bers burg, was charm ing, and his se lec tions on the fourth page
are al ways very ap pro pri ate and in ter est ing.”
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The Gen eral Synod was any thing but a ho mo ge neous body. It em braced
two widely di ver gent par ties. The one was loy ally Lutheran, ac cept ing the
Augs burg Con fes sion in the sense which it was in tended to con vey by its
au thor and first con fes sors; the other was un will ing heartily to ac cept those
dis tinc tive doc trines which di vide the Lutheran Church from the rest of
Protes tantism. The Lutheran and Mis sion ary was set first for the de fense of
the doc trine of the Con fes sions and, sec ondly for the de fense of the Gen eral
Synod in so far as it was true to its own doc tri nal ba sis. The party that did
not and would not un der stand, much less ac cept, the doc trines, was bit ter,
hos tile and ag gres sive. Both par ties claimed to be loyal to The Gen eral
Synod. Dr. Pas sa vant thought that it was high time for his party to speak out
and to de clare of fi cially and once for all what its doc tri nal ba sis meant. In
the pa per for May first he writes:

“Some thing Greatly Needed. The time has, in our judg ment, been
reached when our Gen eral Synod, com ing, in her calm dig nity, into
the midst of dis putes, should set tle, for the Church in this coun try, the
ques tions of fact which have been raised in re gard to the great stan- 
dard of our Church, the Augs burg Con fes sion. With that Con fes sion
the char ac ter of the Church her self stands or falls, as surely as does
that of our land with the pro tec tion or vi o la tion of her flag, the main- 
te nance or over throw of her union. The masses of our peo ple must
rest their con vic tions as to mat ters of fact in the his tory and doc trines
of our Church very greatly on the de ci sions of their teach ers, and in
no form could a state ment of the truth in the case reach them so ef fec- 
tively as in a dec la ra tion on the part of our Gen eral Synod. The peo- 
ple have been led to be lieve that the Lutheran Church has taught, in
the Augs burg Con fes sion, un scrip tural doc trines in re gard to Bap tism,
the Lord’s Sup per, Con fes sion, the Lord’s Day and the Mass. The
friends of the Con fes sion as sert that, in re gard to ev ery one of these
points er ro neous state ments have been made; that the al leged doc trine
of the Con fes sion in re gard to them is, in im por tant re spects, rot its
doc trine; and that the doc trines it does teach upon all these points are
Scrip tural. Now, be tween these ques tions there is this dis tinc tion: that
the first is a ques tion touch ing facts; the sec ond is a ques tion con cern- 
ing truths. A man may ac knowl edge, with the first po si tion, that the
facts have been mis stated, and yet not be fully per suaded in re gard to
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the sec ond. This dif fer ence does not ac tu ally ex ist. There are those in
our Gen eral Synod who are not pre pared to ac cept cer tain doc trines
as they are set forth in the Con fes sion, who are, nev er the less, heartily
per suaded that those very doc trines have been grossly mis un der stood.
We do not be lieve that the Gen eral Synod is pre pared now to en ter
into a dis cus sion of the sec ond se ries of ques tions; but we do be lieve
that it might and should set tle the first, that is, as to what is taught in
our Con fes sion. Our peo ple say: One writer tells us this; an other, that
as to what is taught in our Con fes sion, One says it has this mean ing;
an other puts a wholly dif fer ent sense on it; now let our Gen eral
Synod give us a sim ple, clear state ment of the fact. It is in dis pens able
for us, be fore we can tell whether we re ceive the doc trines of our
Church, that we should know what they are. Now, let us have the
light we need. If it were pos si ble, as we be lieve it is, for our Gen eral
Synod to set forth a state ment of facts, to which a de cided ma jor ity of
its mem bers should as sent, the ef fect would be good; for the har mony
of the Church, the heartier love of the brethren, the re moval of scan- 
dal would be im mea sur able. How prof itable the dis cus sion it self
would be; how it would re move mis ap pre hen sions and curb ex tremes
and pre pare the Church for a more per fect unity would soon be ap par- 
ent. Let the ques tion be dis cussed. The friends of the Con fes sion de- 
sire it; and those who have found fault with it ought to de sire an op- 
por tu nity of es tab lish ing the pro pri ety of their stric tures, and both
should re joice in the op por tu nity of cor rect ing their mis takes, if they
have made them, or of con firm ing the truth, if they have it.”

So again in the num ber for July 10:

"Where is the dif fi culty? Not with the open en e mies of the truth.
We know them, we know they hate the truth be cause it is the truth,
and no soft en ing or pal li at ing of it will make it ac cept able. So far as
they are con cerned, our sim ple way is to ut ter the truth as clearly and
as point edly as pos si ble. The more what we say hurts and arouses
them, the more sure we are that it is the truth, and has been set forth
in the right way.
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"Where is the dif fi culty? Not with the open friends of the truth.
They know its pre cious ness, and for it are will ing to con tend, and, if
need be, to lay down their lives. They know how it is hated, how
fierce is the war made upon them, how in sid i ous the con spir a cies and
schemes of those who plot against it; and they feel that its friends
must be earnest, un tir ing, and un com pro mis ing in their ad vo cacy of
it. They want un mis tak able ut ter ances, a trum pet with no un cer tain
sound.

"Where is the dif fi culty? It is with the se cret en e mies of truth.
They wish to be thought on its side, though they hate it. They dis- 
guise their op po si tion to its essence un der pre tense of dis lik ing the
mode of its ut ter ance. But phrase it as you may, so long as the phrase
em bod ies the truth they will find fault with it.

"Where is the dif fi culty? It is with those who don’t know where
they stand, or are not will ing that oth ers should know. They hide
them selves in am bi gu i ties and com pro mises and wish oth ers to do so.
Earnest ness is with them the un par don able sin, and can dor the most
shock ing of in dis cre tions.

“Where is the dif fi culty? With the timid friends of truth. They love
it, but they are eas ily fright ened. They are over come by the Chi nese
tac tics, and are howled and bel lowed into flight. They judge of the
strength of the en e mies of truth by the faces they make. They are so
over come with the dis mal howl ing of Cer berus that they be seech you
to get off his tail and give him a sop. They are very sad at the thought
that truth must en counter such ran corous false hoods, such wicked ap- 
peals to ig no rance and prej u dice. They are so sad and so de sirous of
peace that they are will ing to se cure it, not in deed by giv ing up the
truth — they love it too much for that — but by keep ing quiet about
it.”

Here are his wishes for the Gen eral Synod about to con vene in York, in
May, 1864:
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The Gen eral Synod – Pia Deside ria
[pi ous de sires]

"This day. May 5, our Gen eral Synod opens its ses sions at York.
What will be pro posed in it and still more what will be done in it, is
largely a mat ter of un cer tainty. There are wishes which we deeply
cher ish in re gard to it and to wards whose con sum ma tion we de voutly
de sire to see some move ment. As a friend of the Gen eral Synod we
would de sire:

"I. That its claim to the name Evan gel i cal Lutheran should be put
be yond all cavil. Its open en e mies say it is not an Evan gel i cal
Lutheran body. Some, who pre tend to be its friends, but who are its
most dan ger ous en e mies, say that if we take the name in its his tor i cal
sense and de fine it as it was de fined for ages, the Gen eral Synod is
not the Evan gel i cal Lutheran; but it is Amer i can Lutheran. We wish
that the state ment of both these classes of en e mies could be hushed
for ever; or that, if they are well grounded, the Gen eral Synod should
openly and un mis tak ably ac knowl edge their truth ful ness with that
can dor which is the first es sen tial in com ing to a true un der stand ing
and real unity.

"II. That the Gen eral Synod should rep re sent the Evan gel i cal
Lutheran Church in the United States. Now an im mense pro por tion of
our Church, not only pure in the Faith but ac tive in good work, stands
aloof from it. It is doubt ful whether a ma jor ity of our Com mu nion is
em braced in the Gen eral Synod.

"III. That the prin ci ples on which our fa thers first de sired the Gen- 
eral Synod to stand were ac knowl edged and em bod ied in its Con sti tu- 
tion; the prin ci ples which would have given it gov ern men tal au thor ity
are care fully re stricted and mild, yet real.

"IV. That the rep re sen ta tion in our Gen eral Synod were equal ized
and re duced so that it should fairly rep re sent the por tions of the
Church em braced in it.
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“V. That the Gen eral Synod have sole au thor ity to set forth:”1.
One and the same Cat e chism, in the var i ous lan guages used among
us, for of fi cial use in the Church.

’2. One and the same Liturgy.

’3. One and the same col lec tion of hymns.

"4. One and the same Con fes sion of Faith, to wit: the Augs burg
Con fes sion, un changed and unabridged.

"VI. That our Gen eral Synod should de clare that the adop tion of
the Def i nite Plat form, or any other sub sti tute for the Augs burg Con- 
fes sion, is in con sis tent with the proper force of the terms of ad mis- 
sion stated in its Con sti tu tion, and that it is the duty of all Syn ods
which have adopted such plat forms or sub sti tutes to set them aside.

"VII. As a most nec es sary means to avoid schism among as, that
our Gen eral Synod should de clare that the open as sail ing of the doc- 
trines taught in the Augs burg Con fes sion and in the Cat e chism of
Luther set forth by its own au thor ity is in con sis tent with the Lutheran
name and with the unity and peace of the Church.

“Let there be pure love for each other and just for bear ance where
there are con sci en tious dif fer ences, but let there be also a deep love
for the truth and fra ter nal plain ness of speech. Men can not build to- 
gether un less they are agreed as to what shall be built. We, who are in
our in most souls con vinced that the faith of our Church in whole and
in each of its parts is the very truth of God’s Word, can not be lieve in
the hearty sym pa thy and co-work ing of those who dis re gard the Faith
as un scrip tural, Ro man iz ing and soul-de stroy ing. We ask, as a sim ple
mat ter of jus tice, as a mat ter of co gent ne ces sity, in volv ing the very
peace and life of the Church, that men who bear the same hal lowed
name with us shall cease to as sail the Faith, apart from which that
name as a Church name is de ceit ful and delu sive. With the brethren
not per fectly one with us, but who treat the con fessed faith of our
Church justly, fairly and rev er ently, we can heartily la bor, look ing for
and pray ing for that time, surely com ing, when God shall bring us to
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see eye to eye, when He shall have ripened us for an un equiv o cal
con fess ing to gether of the whole truth. But with those who re gard the
loose ness which ra tio nal ism has brought into our Church as nor mal, a
thing to be per pet u ated as good in it self, with these all unity is im pos- 
si ble; and the sooner the at tempt to keep it up is aban doned, the bet- 
ter.”

That he was very much averse to a dis rup tion of the Gen eral Synod at this
time, and was ready to do all in his power to avert it, is clear from this brief
note to Bassler:

“I have been im por tuned by brethren whose wishes I can not dis re- 
gard to go on to the Penn syl va nia Synod and aid, if pos si ble, in avert- 
ing the se ces sion of that body from the Gen eral Synod. Though ex- 
ceed ingly busy and with out the least de sire for such a fa tigu ing trip,
yet in view of all the facts in the case and the ab sence of some of the
brethren of the Penn syl va nia Synod, I will leave, D. v., at four
o’clock this af ter noon, hop ing to be back next Tues day. Noth ing but
the peace of Jerusalem could in duce me to go away now, with so
many mat ters of im por tance in view. But this dread of di vi sion and all
its con se quent mis eries and weak nesses urges me to say a word for
abid ing in our place and tes ti fy ing for the peace of Jerusalem.”

The Synod of Penn syl va nia, at its spring con ven tion in 1864, re solved to es- 
tab lish a new The o log i cal Sem i nary in Phil a del phia, Pa. An ar ti cle in the
Lutheran and Mis sion ary of June 30, 1864, gives seven rea sons for this im- 
por tant step. The sec ond rea son given is:

“Be cause it ap pears to be ab so lutely nec es sary to have an in sti tu- 
tion whose doc tri nal char ac ter is un re servedly and un al ter ably based
on all the Con fes sions of the Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church. This char- 
ac ter should be clearly known to all men and be be yond dis pute. It is
to be an in sti tu tion whose pro fes sors are to be true to the doc trines
and us ages of the Lutheran Church, not only in their lec tures and in- 
ter course with their stu dents, but in their preach ing and in all their
pub li ca tions.”
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The ar ti cle closes with these words: “The prin ci ple on which the new en ter- 
prise rests is of un ut ter able im por tance, the preser va tion of the pure faith
when er ror coolly makes ar range ments for its own per pet u a tion and makes
the ti tle of Lutheran a cloak for war to the death upon Lutheranism it self, it
forces hon est men to cut them selves loose from all fel low ship with it, and
this ne ces sity the Synod of Penn syl va nia seems to re gard as forced upon it.”

From the time of its pro jec tion and for sev eral years for ward, there is
scarcely a num ber of the Lutheran and Mis sion ary which does not have one
or more ar ti cles ex plain ing, de fend ing and com mend ing this young school
of the Prophets. Dr. Pas sa vant was deeply in ter ested from the be gin ning and
with his prophetic vi sion fore saw what an im por tant work it was des tined to
do in the up build ing of the Church. He ea gerly de voted his far-reach ing in- 
flu ence and en thu si asm to its ma te rial and spir i tual wel fare. This in ter est he
kept up un til the day of his death. When he af ter wards prayed and planned
for a West ern Sem i nary, he did not lose in ter est in the one in Phil a del phia.
He was broad enough to know that there is room for both schools and that a
West ern school is needed to do the work which the East ern can not do.

In the spring of 1868, Dr. Pas sa vant ad dressed the grad u at ing class of the
Phil a del phia Sem i nary. His ser mon was a rev e la tion, an in spi ra tion and a
sur prise to some of the brethren who heard him. His happy way of com bin- 
ing the doc tri nal and the de vo tional, the the o ret i cal and the prac ti cal, was
new. He put warmth and life and in spi ra tion for ser vice into dog mat ics. His
ser mons, like Luther’s, had hands and feet. They would have well suited the
old sailor who wanted ser mons ‘with har poons in them.’ “While they were
beau ti ful, ten der and touch ing in dic tion and de liv ery, they were far more
than mere pro duc tions of beauty to be ad mired for their elo quence and dra- 
matic ef fect. To the writer of this they of ten ex em pli fied the truth of the
say ing at trib uted to Ci cero in Di a logues of the Dead:”When I speak peo ple
say: ‘How beau ti fully Ci cero spoke to-day;’ but when De mos thenes speaks
they say, ‘Up, let us fight Philip.’ " Dr. Pas sa vant was a De mos thenes in his
preach ing. Of the im pres sions made by his Phil a del phia ser mon on the cul- 
tured and crit i cal au di ence, the good but gen er ally grave and un demon stra- 
tive Dr. C. F. Scha ef fer writes him:

"Dear Brother Pas sa vant: You will al low me to state in writ ing
what my heart im pelled me to say to you in Phil a del phia but which
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your de par ture pre vented me from say ing. When my fam ily re turned
from the church on the evening in which you ad dressed the grad u ates
they were in rap tures with your dis course; and on the next day I
found that the brethren with whom I spoke were equally de lighted. I
made se ri ous ob jec tion to all this when I heard that your theme had
been ‘Jus ti fi ca tion by Faith.’ I said that was Dog matic The ol ogy,
whereas it ought to have been some thing from Pas toral The ol ogy. I
was af ter wards so happy as to read your ad dress in the Lutheran. And
now, dear brother, I thank you most heartily for the de light, in struc- 
tion and com fort which I re ceived from the pe rusal. ‘Here is a man,
Dr. Pas sa vant, who has had ex ten sive ex pe ri ence among rich and
poor, old and young, sick and well, be liev ing and un be liev ing, and af- 
ter such a widely di ver si fied ex pe ri ence he tells us that af ter all the
best and most prof itable truth is that we are jus ti fied by faith in Christ
alone.’ Oh, what a glo ri ous doc trine that is! But what charmed me
most was this, that in place of dis cussing the sub ject in a the o retic
man ner you gave it such a prac ti cal char ac ter and showed the stu- 
dents what its value is. Noth ing could have been more ap pro pri ate or
of greater prac ti cal util ity, and af ter read ing the ad dress I said what I
have more than once said in ref er ence to you: ‘God bless that ex cel- 
lent man.’ I thank you again for the com fort and en cour age ment
which the read ing of the ad dress gave me and I hope and pray that it
may per ma nently in flu ence the preach ing of the grad u ates.

“For give me for this ef fu sion, but I re ally could not feel com fort- 
able un til I had ex pressed my thanks for the happy ef fect of your ad- 
dress on me. Very af fec tion ately.”

From the ser mon as pub lished in the Lutheran we quote the fol low ing:

"Per mit me my young brethren, in the most fra ter nal spirit, to
press upon your con science the ne ces sity of a per sonal ex pe ri ence of
this chief ar ti cle of our holy faith. What you need as min is ters of the
Word, to make all other gifts, graces and at tain ments avail able, is the
cer tain con scious ness that you ‘are jus ti fied freely through the re- 
demp tion that is in Christ Je sus.’ Your own per sonal sal va tion, by
faith alone, with out the deeds of the law, ought to be to you a mat ter



385

of joy ous sym pa thy. The sweet words of the Re former in his ex po si- 
tion of the Apos tles’ Creed should be to you full of fresh ness and
holy calm: ‘I be lieve that Je sus Christ, true God, be got ten of the Fa- 
ther from Eter nity, and also true man, born of the Vir gin Mary, is my
Lord. For He has re deemed me, a lost and con demned crea ture, saved
and de liv ered me from all sin, from death and from the power of the
devil, not with sil ver and gold, but with His holy and pre cious blood
and His in no cent suf fer ings and death, in or der that I might be His,
live un der Him in His King dom, and serve Him in ev er last ing right- 
eous ness, in no cence and blessed ness, even as He is risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eter nity.’ The sweet ness and power of
the Gospel is of ten found in its pro nouns. The two words, ‘my Lord,’
the brief sen tence, ‘hath re deemed me,’ are the prin ci pal things in this
doc trine of faith. You will need the as sur ance and sup port which they
im part more than words can ex press. In the un tried path be fore you,
with its bod ily in fir mi ties, its spir i tual strug gles, its ag o niz ing doubts,
its par a lyz ing hin drances and, above all, with its temp ta tions to pride
and world li ness and self-el e va tion, ‘this an chor to the soul, both sure
and stead fast,’ must be con stantly let down into the depth of hu man
sor rows, that its flukes may lay hold of the rock Christ Je sus, the only
strength and stay of the soul.

"There is some thing deeply af fect ing in the idea of liv ing and la- 
bor ing in the min istry with out a clear and well-de fined ex pe ri ence of
this car di nal doc trine. To be min is ters of our Lord, and yet not to
know in whom we be lieve, to preach rec on cil i a tion through His blood
and yet to hang in doubt be tween Christ and the world, to con tend for
the let ter of the evan gel i cal faith and yet to be un blessed with its
spirit, is in con ceiv ably aw ful. What won der that a warn ing of un ex- 
am pled sever ity is re vealed from Heaven against all such un happy
men! ‘These things saith the Amen, the faith ful and true wit ness, the
be gin ning of the new cre ation of jGod; I know thy works, that thou
art nei ther cold nor hot; I would that thou wert cold or hot. So then,
be cause thou art luke warm, I will spew thee out of my mouth.’

“Let no one deem these earnest words of Je sus un called for in the
sad times in which we live. They have a sig nif i cance of tremen dous
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im port to all who min is ter at His al tar. Not for their own peace
merely, but for the high est spir i tual needs of oth ers, do min is ters re- 
quire this full as sur ance of faith. They must be able to say with the
apos tle, ‘That which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon and our hands have han dled of the
word of life, de clare we unto you, that ye also may have fel low ship
with us, and truly our fel low ship is with the Fa ther and His Son, Je sus
Christ.’ In deed, noth ing can com pen sate for the lack of this con scious
ap pre hen sion of the Gospel. Nei ther learn ing, nor lit er a ture, nor wis- 
dom, nor or a tory, nor elo quence, can make up for the lack of this
great source and se cret of spir i tual power. The ab sence of it is moral
im po tence. In the na ture of the ease, the whole tone and tem per of the
min istry be comes re laxed when Christ is not fully ap pre hended by
faith. The want of heart felt re liance upon the atone ment begets a ser- 
vice list less and time-serv ing, out wardly fair but in wardly false and
with out power for good. The grasp of faith once let go, the fire of
love is gone. A cold and me chan i cal han dling of the Word of Life is a
speedy re sult. Re li gious in dif fer ence in our hear ers suc ceeds. Truth
fee bly preached hard ens. The pub lic con science be comes seared as
with a hot iron. In fi delity fol lows, poi son ing the minds of in tel li gent
and thought ful men. Im moral ity soon abounds. Un nat u ral sins shock
the pub lic sense. The ways of Zion mourn. The en emy comes in like
a flood and des o lates the her itage of God, So cer tainly and aw fully
has un be lief in the min istry al ways brought de mor al iza tion in the
Church and in the world.”

Nearly twenty years later, af ter the fine new build ing for the The o log i cal
Sem i nary of the Mis souri Synod was ded i cated, he writes ed i to ri ally in the
Work man:

"The com plet ing of the Con cor dian Sem i nary and its ded i ca tion
last Sun day are no table events in this memo rial year. They be long not
to one Synod only, but to the whole Church in the United States. We
have, there fore, given as full ac count as pos si ble on an other page, and
feel as sured that it will be read with pro found in ter est. We have be- 
fore us, in the Anzeiger des West ens, an ad ver tise ment of a lit tle
Acad emy in Perry County, Mis souri, signed by C. F. Walther and four
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other young, min is ters, in which they, call the at ten tion of par ents to
this school where re li gion, the an cient lan guages and the Ger man
with all el e men tary branches are taught. This was forty-four years
ago, and the school house was a rude log cabin and the Fac ulty a sin- 
gle teacher. Out of this hum ble be gin ning this great In sti tu tion with
am ple halls and rooms for two hun dred stu dents has grown.

“It is the most com plete ec cle si as ti cal struc ture in the Lutheran
Church of Amer ica, and is a no ble mon u ment to its evan gel i cal faith.
Un der God its in flu ence on our com mon Protes tantism can not but be
far-reach ing, and the en ergy and faith man i fested by the Synod in its
erec tion will pow er fully quicken all other move ments in the Church
else where to in crease her fa cil i ties for the train ing up of the fu ture
min istry.”
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15. Work And In flu ence Among
The Scan di na vians

DR. PAS SA VANT had a deep con vic tion of the im por tance of the
Church’s oc cu py ing the cities. He lamented the short sighted pol icy of the
Church in the past and en cour aged ev ery earnest ef fort to oc cupy the great
cen ters of pop u la tion, es pe cially in the grow ing West. Here is a rem i nis cent
ed i to rial of Jan. 7, 1864:

"An em i nent states man once con temp tu ously said, ‘great cities are
great sores.’ If not sanc ti fied by the gospel of Christ they are worse
than sores upon the body politic, they are vol ca noes within it, whose
smol der ing fires need only a spark to ex plode and up heave all the or- 
di nances of law and the in sti tu tion of re li gion. Cities are cen ters. Not
merely pop u la tion, but wealth, in flu ence, and the re sources of so cial,
civil and re li gious power are at tracted to them by an ir re sistible law.
On this ac count, as well as to show forth the riches of the Di vine
mercy, did Je sus com mand that the min istry of the gospel should ‘be- 
gin at Jerusalem.’ The church at Jerusalem was, there fore, the ear li est
Church of the Saints. In one sense it has be come ‘the mother of us
all.’ The same law of the di vine op er a tion is strik ingly il lus trated in
the early his tory of the Lutheran Church in this coun try. Muh len berg
be gan his min istry in Phil a del phia, and from that cen ter of Ger man
pop u la tion and in flu ence he op er ated sys tem at i cally and with as ton- 
ish ing suc cess for over half a cen tury over the land. The con sti tu tion
of the first church there be came the con sti tu tion of all our lead ing
churches, and one spirit per vaded the whole body dur ing the life-time
of this re mark able man. If we who come af ter him have, in a great
mea sure, lost his apos tolic spirit and seem no longer equal to his great
un der tak ings, we must at least be con vinced by the bit ter fruits of our
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ne glect that the course he pur sued by ‘be gin ning at Jerusalem’ was
em i nently scrip tural and benef i cent. Though much is al ready lost by
the cul pa ble short-sight ed ness and most in ex cus able ne glect for two
thirds of a cen tury, more by far than is in the power of any mind to
com pre hend, all is not lost. There is yet a field open be fore us in the
cities of our land for the forth-putting of the most vig or ous ef forts of
faith and char ity. Among our for eign na tion al i ties and our home pop- 
u la tions which gather in these great cen ters, the Lutheran Church has
a work to per form which none other can do for her. Not only the
cities of the East, but the many pop u lous towns and cities of the West
present the most invit ing fields for Chris tian ef fort. Some thing is be- 
ing done in this de part ment of our work, but more, a hun dred times
more, is called for by the ne ces si ties of the times and the mul ti tudes
of our brethren who are ‘as sheep with out a shep herd.’

"It can not but be en cour ag ing to those who are alive to the great
in ter est at stake, to show from some il lus tra tions what may be done
by a few earnest men who have de voted them selves to the wel fare of
their coun try man in the cities of the West. For the present, we will
only fur nish a brief state ment con cern ing the labors of one of them,
the Rev. Er land Carl son, the faith ful pas tor of the Swedish Lutheran
Church in Chicago, and that merely in con nec tion with his pas toral
and mis sion ary labors among the Swedes of the North west. The sta- 
tis tics given were ob tained by us dur ing our fre quent vis its to
Chicago dur ing the past sum mer and will be read with much in ter est.

"For some years a num ber of Swedes resided in Chicago, and in
the ab sence of a church of their own, at tended the Nor we gian church
of Rev. Paul An der son, or were car ried away from their own Com mu- 
nion by the de cep tion of Un o n ius. Touched by their des o late con di- 
tion, af ter some tem po rary sup plies by Revs. Es b jorn and Has- 
selquist, (the lat ter of whom had shortly be fore ar rived and set tled in
Gales burg, Illi nois, with the ad vance guard of a large colony) a
Swedish Lutheran con gre ga tion was or ga nized in Chicago by
Rev. Pas tors Has selquist and An der son on the six teenth of Jan u ary,
1853. The names of eighty Swedes were handed in as mem bers of the
new church, and were ap pended to the call for a pas tor, which was
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sent to Swe den. This was for warded by these brethren to the
Rev. Dr. Fjell st edt, then at Lund, with power to make the se lec tion of
a min is ter who would be suit able for the place. Dr. Fjell st edt at once
sent the call of the Chicago church to the Rev. Er land Carl son, who
had al ready been in the min istry for sev eral years in the Dio cese of
Wexio, in Swe den, and was la bor ing with much ac cep tance to his
peo ple. The fi nal re sult cf this un ex pected in vi ta tion from the New
World was its ac cep tance by Pas tor Carl son and his ar rival in
Chicago on the twenty-sec ond of Au gust, 1853. In stead of a mem ber- 
ship of eighty to wel come him on his ar rival, only eight fam i lies, con- 
sist ing of man and wife, and twenty un mar ried per sons, could be
found of those who had signed the call. More than one half of the
orig i nal sign ers had ei ther moved away or now re mained aloof from
the con gre ga tion. With these thirty-six mem bers brother Carl son
com menced his min istry, nearly all of whom were mis er ably poor and
were com pelled to re main and la bor in the city be cause they had not
means to go far ther into the coun try. At the first com mu nion, Oct. 10,
1853, other ad di tional mem bers were added to the church, thus in- 
creas ing the num ber to forty-four. Since that time to the present larger
or smaller ac ces sions have been made at ev ery com mu nion. At the
late meet ing of the Au gus tana Synod, the mem ber ship re ported con- 
tained 350 com mu ni cants, of whom forty three had been re ceived by
let ter and twelve by con fir ma tion dur ing the past year. In ad di tion to
this large num ber, no less than 360 other com mu ni cants had been
con nected with the church since its or ga ni za tion ten years ago, 315 of
whom have been dis missed by let ter to other Lutheran churches over
the West, and twenty-seven of whom had died, while seven were ex- 
com mu ni cated, and eleven aban doned our com mu nion. If the very
large num ber of per sons who for a time at tended the ser vices of the
church and did not unite with the con gre ga tion but have re moved
from Chicago to var i ous places in the West, is con sid ered, it will be
seen that few churches in our whole con nec tion have had such a
steady growth or been more largely in stru men tal in preach ing the
gospel to the thou sands of im mi grants. Of the 350 mem bers who
have been dis missed to other con gre ga tions it may be safely said that
some are found in al most ev ery Swedish church in the west. The
Chicago church has there fore not only been an in gath erer but a
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feeder to the coun try churches, and hun dreds of other im mi grants
who heard the gospel in its hum ble sanc tu ary in their tem po rary res i- 
dence in the city are now zeal ous mem bers in the places where they
have made their homes. We might yet men tion, in this con nec tion,
that dur ing the last five months sixty-seven new mem bers have been
added to the par ent church and that dur ing the same time sev en teen
have been dis missed to con gre ga tions in the coun try. So won der fully
has the Word of the Lord grown and pre vailed dur ing the past ten
years! …

“The amount of good which has been ac com plished through the
es tab lish ment of this church can not be es ti mated. Thou sands upon
thou sands of Swedish im mi grants have passed through Chicago and
have re ceived coun sel, as sis tance, and spir i tual di rec tion for their new
and un tried Amer i can life. Many of these have been fed and lodged
by the pas tor and brethren, who have never spared them selves in car- 
ing for the poor among their coun try men. Hun dreds who were un able
to pro ceed far ther have been pro vided with em ploy ment, and have af- 
ter wards gone on their way re joic ing. No less than seven hun dred
chil dren were bap tized by Pas tor Carl son in Chicago and at his other
sta tions in the coun try. Nearly two hun dred young per sons were con- 
firmed af ter long and thor ough in struc tions in the cat e chism. In ad di- 
tion to the in struc tion of the parochial and Sun day schools, the gospel
has been faith fully preached and the Holy Sup per stat edly ad min is- 
tered and the heart of the pas tor has of ten been cheered by the re turn
of many a prodi gal son and daugh ter to pu rity and peace. Dis card ing
all the mod ern meth ods of get ting up ex cite ments or help ing on the
work of the Holy Spirit by hu man means and ex pe di ents, apart from
the means of grace re vealed in the Word, this church has en joyed a
con tin ued awak en ing or re vival from its com mence ment, and great
has been the in gath er ing of souls. It may al most be said of it, as of the
one in Jerusalem, ‘the Lord added to the church daily those that were
saved.’ Mean while it has grown not only in num ber, but in prin ci ple,
in piety, in ef fi ciency and in char ity. The beloved pas tor moves
among his peo ple as a fa ther and a friend. He is in deed a man of
labors and of cares, but the love of God and of his peo ple makes ev- 
ery bur den light, and he lives only for their good. Long may this sa- 
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cred and beau ti ful re la tion be tween a faith ful pas tor and a grate ful
flock re main! Long may they ‘walk to gether in the fear of the Lord
and in the com fort of the Holy Ghost’.”

He then goes on to show how, from this mis sion ary church of Pas tor Carl- 
son, there grew the con gre ga tions at St. Charles Geneva, DeKalb, Rock ford,
Pec ca ton ica, Ill. and also at Bai ley town, La Porte, At tica and Ho bart, Ind.

Mar. 2, 1856, Dr. Pas sa vant made a hasty trip to Chicago to preach the
con se cra tion ser mon of the first Nor we gian Lutheran church, of which the
Rev. Paul An der son was pas tor. He gives a full ac count of this in ter est ing
event in the Mis sion ary of March 13. The ar ti cle is headed by a fine large
cut of the church. Af ter giv ing a full de scrip tion of the ex te rior and in te rior
of the build ing, as well as the con se cra tion ser vice, he says:

“In con clud ing this im per fect no tice, we would do vi o lence to our
feel ing, did we not ex press our deep sense of the di vine good ness
which has hith erto marked the his tory of this church. ‘Not by might
nor by power, but by my spirit,’ saith the Lord, and yet it pleases Him
who is Head over all things to the Church, to raise up from time to
time the very in stru ments who are adapted for the most try ing po si- 
tions. How un likely was such a re sult eight years ago, as was wit- 
nessed on last Lord’s day. Then, a young man with out fame, in flu- 
ence, means or friends, came to Chicago and be gan to preach Christ
to his coun try men. It seemed as if ev ery thing had con spired against
him. Bit ter hate, zealotic zeal, poverty, ill health, the pesti lence, over-
ex er tion and in num mer able other dif fi cul ties be set his path. But God
was with him. Moun tains of dif fi culty van ished, con fi dence was in- 
spired, friends were raised up, the peo ple gath ered around him, and
the joy ful event just de scribed gives de light ful ev i dence of the great
work which God has wrought through His in stru men tal ity.”

There was a warm and in ti mate friend ship be tween Dr. Pas sa vant and the
Rev. 0. J. Hatlestad. This pi o neer Nor we gian came to Amer ica in 1846 and
be came one of the ed i tors of the first Nor we gian pa per pub lished in Amer- 
ica. He was pas tor in Mil wau kee for a time and there came in con tact with
Dr. Pas sa vant and along with Pas tor Muehlhaeuser, as sisted ma te ri ally in
the found ing of the hos pi tal in that city. He was the first pres i dent of the
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Nor we gian Au gus tana Synod and held that of fice from 1870 to 1880. Like
the Swedish brethren, Carl son, Has selquist, Nore lius, Swens son and oth ers.
Pas tor Hatlestad had a high ap pre ci a tion of the wis dom and coun sel of
Dr. Pas sa vant. It was through his con tact with the lat ter that the Nor we gian
Au gus tana Synod en tered into fra ter nal re la tions with the Gen eral Coun cil
and would doubt less have be come an in te gral part of it, had it not been
merged into the United Nor we gian Church.

In the late sum mer of 1870 a con fer ence was held at St. Ans gar, Iowa,
be tween rep re sen ta tives of the Nor we gian Au gus tana Synod and Pas tors
Clausen and Il visaker and a few oth ers who had fallen out with the old Nor- 
we gian Synod and were stand ing in an in de pen dent po si tion. Pas tor O. J.
Hatlestad was pres i dent of the Nor we gian Au gus tana Synod. It was pro- 
posed by the Clausen men to or ga nize a con fer ence which was to be a kind
of free or ga ni za tion which, while os ten si bly hold ing all pas tors and teach ers
of churches, should hold the churches in such an easy way, “that they
should nev er the less stand free and in de pen dent of the con fer ence as such,”
that is, churches “who em ploy any of the min is ters of the Con fer ence have
the right to send a del e gate to the meet ing,” but they are still “free and in de- 
pen dent of it as such,” and can send or not send, and do or not do just what
they please, in the very face of the well con sid ered ad vice of their Chris tian
brethren.

The Rev. Jens C. Rose land who was a leader in the Nor we gian Au gus- 
tana Synod and af ter wards in the United Nor we gian church and to whom
we are in debted for many in ter est ing facts, claims that an ad dress made by
Dr. Pas sa vant at the St. Ans gar Con fer ence had more to do with the mak ing
of Nor we gian church his tory in Amer ica than is usu ally con ceded.

Of the pro posed or ga ni za tion, Dr. Pas sa vant in the Lutheran and Mis- 
sion ary says:

“It would be dif fi cult to imag ine any as so ci a tion more pow er less
for good and more pow er ful for the prop a ga tion of rad i cal and rev o- 
lu tion ary ten den cies than this. Though the brethren whose work it is
cer tainly do not see unto what all this tends, they could not have de- 
vised any as so ci a tion which could more suc cess fully re peal the or der
of God’s house than such an ir re spon si ble as so ci a tion.”
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In this case again, the af ter re sults show how truly the Doc tor di vined the
un-Lutheran and dis in te grat ing ten den cies of this free as so ci a tion. Pres i dent
Hatlestad re fused to go into this un cer tain or ga ni za tion. Dr. Pas sa vant ends
his ed i to rial on the sub ject with this telling trib ute to the young Gen eral
Coun cil:

“But there is an other rea son why Pas tor Hatlestad could not
‘unite’ in this St. Ans gar move ment. In com mon with all the older
pas tors and churches of the Nor we gian Au gus tana Synod, he is in fa- 
vor of the Gen eral Coun cil, took part in its or ga ni za tion, is fully per- 
suaded of the Scrip tural char ac ter of its doc tri nal and gov ern men tal
prin ci ples, is con vinced of the godly sin cer ity and in tegrity of those
who founded and rep re sent it, has care fully weighed the con sci en- 
tious ar gu ments against it and the un wor thy slan ders which have been
heaped upon it, and with the liveli est grat i tude to God has marked its
on ward course in the midst of ev ery ob sta cle in the suc cess ful es tab- 
lish ment of schools, col leges and sem i nar ies, the pub li ca tion of tracts,
pa pers, and books, the es tab lish ment of hos pi tals for the sick and
homes for or phan age, the preach ing of the pure Word and the ad min- 
is tra tion of the Sacra ments to the ne glected and scat tered of all na- 
tions in our own land, and the re vival and re-in vig o ra tion of the aban- 
doned mis sion fields among the hea then. He sees that the fu ture of
the churches with which he has been al ways as so ci ated and that of
many oth ers is bound up in the fu ture of the Gen eral Coun cil, that the
lit tle schisms and fac tions and par ties of his coun try men which now
gather around in di vid u als and their pe cu liar i ties will one by one pass
away be fore the grow ing in flu ence of the great truths and prin ci ples
con fessed by the Gen eral Coun cil, and, there fore, he and oth ers who
have long borne the heat and bur den of the day, and learned im por tant
lessons by the ex pe ri ence and mis takes of the past, de sire to bring all
doubt and vac il la tion to a speedy end by a for mal union with the
Coun cil at their ap proach ing Con ven tion of Synod in Oc to ber. If they
must part with cher ished brethren, it will be with a sor row ful heart,
lov ing them and pray ing for their re turn, but their po si tion is un al ter- 
ably taken, to unite with a very dif fer ent or ga ni za tion than the so-
called ‘free’ one lately or ga nized at St. Ans gar.”
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Of the po si tion and in flu ence of Dr. Pas sa vant in the Nor we gian Au gus tana
Synod, Pas tor Rose land writes:

“From 1870 to 1875 Dr. Pas sa vant was looked upon as the fore- 
most spir i tual ad viser of the Synod. It has of ten been asked why the
lit tle Nor we gian Au gus tana Synod led the Nor we gian Luther ans in
the Eng lish work. I be lieve it was ow ing to the keen in ter est and the
help ful di rec tion of Dr. Pas sa vant with whom our early lead ers stood
in the most in ti mate re la tion. He served as a sort of con nect ing link
be tween the or tho dox Eng lish Lutheran Church and the Amer i can iz- 
ing wing of the Nor we gian Lutheran Church. It was un doubt edly
through his as sis tance and di rec tion that our clas si cal school at Mar- 
shall, Wis., be came the most thor oughly Amer i can ized Nor we gian
Lutheran School in Amer ica. This fact I think is silently con ceded
even by those who pre fer to say very lit tle about it. Only two weeks
ago I was asked by a lead ing pas tor of Anti-Mis souri ex trac tion why
it was that the men who hailed from the Nor we gian Au gus tana Synod
used the best Eng lish in the United Nor we gian Church to day. My an- 
swer was that our lit tle Synod was fra ter nally guided by the wise and
safe coun sel of Dr. Pas sa vant to es tab lish a school in which a thor- 
oughly Amer i can ized at mos phere pre vailed as far as lan guage was
con cerned.”

Dr. Pas sa vant was elected pres i dent of the first Board of Trustees of Mar- 
shall Acad emy and was re elected for four suc ces sive years. He at tended a
num ber of the Syn od i cal con ven tions and on these oc ca sions was al ways re- 
quested to preach. He do nated a num ber of church books to the Mar shall
Acad emy to be used in the morn ing de vo tions. He also preached the ser mon
at the ded i ca tion of Beth le hem Nor we gian Lutheran church in Chicago. His
ser mon was af ter wards pub lished in full in the Nor we gian church pa per, the
files of which con tain many ex tracts of his syn od i cal ser mons.

Of the work, wants, and wel fare of the Min ne sota Luther ans Dr. Pas sa- 
vant writes:

“The Lutheran im mi gra tion to this young State is large. The
steam ers and cars are crowded with the in com ing im mi grants. A
friend writes us of over a thou sand Nor we gians who ar rived in a
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week! The Swedes and Ger mans are also com ing in large num bers. It
is man i fest that Min ne sota will soon be come one of the prin ci pal
strongholds of our Amer i can church. The set tlers al most uni ver sally
pur chase land, the poor est do ing so as soon as they earn suf fi cient
money. Town ship af ter town ship is thus taken up, and con gre ga tion
af ter con gre ga tion is or ga nized. Our Nor we gian, Swedish and Ger- 
man min is ters are over bur dened with the vast re spon si bil ity of sup- 
ply ing all these im mi grants with the preached Word and the Holy
Sacra ments. But they still go for ward do ing ‘what they can’ and leav- 
ing the rest with God. Oh, for helpers in this time of need! The ‘El e- 
men tary School’ of the Au gus tana Synod in Carver County, is now
the ‘St. Ans gar Acad emy’ and is do ing an ex cel lent work among the
Scan di na vians. They, how ever, greatly need a li brary of good Eng lish
books, and, should any of our read ers be dis posed to aid in sup ply ing
this want, we will be happy to se lect the books, or take charge of
those which may be sent. A few hun dred dol lars would be an ex cel- 
lent in vest ment in this promis ing In sti tu tion.”

In the au tumn of 1856, he took his first trip to the Scan di na vians in the then
far thest west. Be fore he started, he ap pealed to some of his well-to-do and
lib eral friends for do na tions to ward buy ing land for schools and churches
for the Scan di na vians in the West. From Chicago he took his friend Paul
An der son with him to help se lect the land and the church lots. He gives his
im pres sions and de scrip tions of the long trip to the new coun try and its
boom ing cities, in the most fas ci nat ing man ner. We re pro duce only those
parts of these let ters which tell of his Church work:

"It was evening be fore we dis cov ered that there were a num ber of
Nor we gians and Swedes in La Crosse, but through the kind of fices of
sev eral young men, word was co nununi cated to as many as pos si ble,
and by eight o’clock some thirty per sons were gath ered to gether in
the house of a Nor we gian, to whom we preached the Word of God.
The ser vices were solemn and, to us at least, pe cu liarly in ter est ing.
They had brought with them their hymn books and af ter open ing the
ser vices with an Eng lish hymn, the re main ing hymns were sung in
their own tongue. There are per haps one hun dred Scan di na vians in
the town, though the greater part are un mar ried and re side here but
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for a sea son. Sev eral Nor we gian set tle ments are found some dis tance
in the coun try, and many of the young peo ple come in to the town to
work, while the num ber of per ma nent res i dents must nec es sar ily in- 
crease with the in crease of this place. Un der these cir cum stances, in- 
stead of tak ing the packet on Mon day morn ing, we con cluded to re- 
main un til Tues day and if pos si ble se cure a lot for a church. Sev eral
own ers of prop erty were vis ited, and at length two were found, one of
whom gen er ously do nated a lot on an ad di tion to the city, with the
priv i lege of build ing upon it in five years, and an other, who sold us a
beau ti ful lot, made a re duc tion of fifty dol lars in the price. Sev eral
other benev o lent gen tle men were called upon who gave sub scrip tions
of from fifty dol lars to five dol lars to wards the pur chase money, so
that with the ex cep tion of forty-five dol lars the whole sum was
raised. This we ad vanced out of some mon eys in our hands, then
wrote out the deeds, and had them signed and wit nessed, as well as
reg is tered at the court-house, and af ter a hard day’s work, re tired to
rest as tired a man as could be found…

"The Swedish Lutheran con gre ga tion in Red Wing un der the care
of the Rev. E. Nore lius, have a neat frame church un der roof, and so
far fin ished that they can use it for wor ship. The Ger man Methodists
have like wise one nearly fin ished for their so ci ety, which num bers
forty mem bers. The Ger man Luther ans, we re gret to say, are to tally
ne glected and it is pitiable, in trav el ing from place to place, to find
that in stead of con cen trat ing our strength to sup ply the ap palling des- 
ti tu tion in the west ern States and Ter ri to ries, our en er gies are weak- 
ened and our forces are scat tered by in tes tine feuds, and that, too,
among brethren. What hope or prom ise is there of ever com ing to the
unity of faith and to the knowl edge of the Son of God while we thus
turn away from our own flesh and refuse to come up to the help of the
Lord against the mighty? Only they who do God’s will shall know the
doc trine whether it be of God, nor is there a sin gle prom ise in the
Word that we shall be guided into all truth while we re main thus care- 
less and ne glect ful to ward our needy and per ish ing brethren. May
God have mercy upon us, for ver ily we know not what we do. But we
are wan der ing from our sub ject. Red Wing is quite an im por tant
point, and with a mag nif i cent prairie coun try in the rear, no time
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should be lost in se cur ing a lo ca tion for Eng lish and Ger man
churches, and the ap point ment of a mis sion ary to look af ter our in ter- 
ests in this por tion of the ter ri tory. Un for tu nately the per sons to
whom we had let ters, were mostly ab sent and no ef fort could be made
to se cure church sites at this time.

"As brother Nore lius, who of fi ci ates among the Swedes, lives
some twelve miles out in the coun try, we pro cured a buggy and made
a visit on Fri day af ter noon…

“We for tu nately found Pas tor Nore lius at home, and though we
were strangers to each other, we at once felt that we were brethren in
Christ and par tak ers of the same blessed hope. It was deeply af fect ing
to re ceive the warm hos pi tal ity of this dear brother and his faith ful
com pan ion, and we shall ever cher ish the re mem brance of the night
which was passed un der their roof with pleas ant thoughts. For hours
we con ferred to gether con cern ing the in ter ests of Zion among the
Scan di na vian pop u la tion of the ter ri tory, and var i ous plans were sug- 
gested, about which we hope to com mu ni cate more here after. The
cry ing want is pi ous, ed u cated, and self-deny ing min is ters! At ev ery
point of im por tance the Scan di na vians are set tling in large num bers,
but while the Methodists and Bap tists have some six or eight per sons
who are li censed as min is ters and are sup ported as mis sion ar ies by
their so ci eties in New York, we have but two Swedish pas tors for the
whole ter ri tory, and not a sin gle min is ter that we know of among the
mul ti tudes of Nor we gians who are al ready counted by thou sands.
There ought to be at least twelve Lutheran Mis sion ar ies among the
Scan di na vians now in Min ne sota and how many ad di tional ones are
needed can only be as cer tained when the sum mer’s im mi gra tion from
Swe den and Nor way has ceased. Should this para graph meet the eye
of any pi ous young Scan di na vian, we would beg him most earnestly
to con sider the great ques tion of de vot ing his life and his all to the
wel fare of his des ti tute coun try men. Our sem i nar ies and col leges are
all open to him, and if he is with out means, our ed u ca tion so ci eties
will be glad to take him by the hand and as sist in his ed u ca tion.”



399

To this ac count of Mr. Pas sa vant’s visit to Mr. Nore lius the lat ter, in a per- 
sonal let ter to the writer adds this in ter est ing lit tle in ci dent:

“In the fall of 1856 Mr. Pas sa vant vis ited me in my ‘claim-shanty’
in Vasa, Min ne sota. It was rain ing dur ing the night and as the roof
con sisted of only a thin piece of can vass, we did not al to gether es cape
a wet ting. The rain on the bed, soak ing through to Mr. Pas sa vant’s
skin, caused him to dream that he was ly ing at the bot tom of a sea
and to won der how he could es cape.”…

Mr. Pas sa vant con tin ues the ac count of his mis sion ary tour:

"The sun shone brightly af ter the rain, and poured over mount and
vale and stream a flood of mel low light, as our steamer came in sight
of St. Paul. The first view of the city with the dew and fresh ness of
youth upon it, was truly en chant ing. It is finely lo cated upon the west
bank of the Mis sis sippi, and al though the houses are scat tered over
nearly two miles of bluff and plain, it ap peared from our boat like an
old and com pact town.

"As we re mained in St. Paul for eight days, in clud ing two Sab- 
baths, we had an ex cel lent op por tu nity of be com ing ac quainted with
its in hab i tants, its re sources, and its prospects…

"Af ter thus tak ing the bear ings of the city from dif fer ent points,
and spend ing some time vis it ing the sub urbs and study ing the ge nius
of the place, we came to the con clu sion, that the most ef fec tive way
of do ing some thing for the cause of Christ and His Church in the Ter- 
ri tory, was to com mence in this its nat u ral cen ter. Ac cord ingly, af ter
vis it ing the hon or able Mr. Sib ley, at Men dota, and se cur ing his co-op- 
er a tion, which was gen er ously given, we de ter mined, in hum ble re- 
liance upon the di vine aid, to se cure a lot for an Eng lish Lutheran
church as near as pos si ble to the cen ter of the city. We were, how ever,
sev eral years too late to ob tain such a site as a gift, al though two lots
were of fered us by own ers of land on the edge of the city,, on con di- 
tion, how ever, that the pro posed church should be erected on them.
As there was there fore no al ter na tive left but to raise the nec es sary
sum by sub scrip tion among the cit i zens, we spent sev eral weary days
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in this self-deny ing work, and al though many, who it was thought
would have fa vored the en ter prise were, un for tu nately for us, ab sent
from the city, twelve gen tle men gen er ously sub scribed one hun dred
dol lars each to wards the lots, and an other, with a truly lib eral spirit,
pre sented us with a deed for three acres of ground on a beau ti ful lake,
a mile from the city lim its, with per mis sion ei ther to sell them for a
church, or use them here after as a site for an Or phan House. Had not
our time been so lim ited, this sum might have eas ily been raised to
two thou sand dol lars, but our en gage ments at home re quired a speedy
re turn, and af ter mak ing ar range ments to have the list con tin ued, we
de voted the re main der of the time to a se lec tion of a suit able site for
the church. Two lo ca tions were es pe cially pre ferred, on ac count of
their cen tral and com mand ing po si tion, both be ing near the State
house, and one im me di ately fac ing it; but the own ers of both were in
other parts of the ter ri tory, and we were obliged to de fer the ac tual
pur chase of one or the other, un til their re turn. In this con nec tion, we
can not omit re turn ing our grate ful ac knowl edg ments to the Hon. W.
H. Sib ley, ex-Gov er nor Ram sey, and Messers Oaks, Berkey,
M’Kenty, Rohrer and Lev er ing, who in many ways man i fested their
in ter est and warmly co-op er ated in this un der tak ing.

"If it be asked whether we found any or many of our Eng lish
mem bers in St. Paul, we must con fess that with the ex cep tion of one
lady, the daugh ter of one of our min is ters in east ern Penn syl va nia,
and a few per sons whose sym pa thies are with the Lutheran Church,
but who are not mem bers, we found none. There are no doubt a few
of our peo ple here, as in ev ery other west ern city, but we are cer tain
that so soon as a mis sion ary is on the ground, (which we hope will be
early in the Spring) there will be nu mer ous im mi gra tions of our peo- 
ple from the East to this promis ing place. In ad di tion to those who
may im mi grate here, there are many Ger man Protes tants in the city,
some of whom would unite with an Eng lish Lutheran Church, while
not a few of the Nor we gians and Swedes, who ac quire our lan guage
with great fa cil ity, would be happy to iden tify them selves with an
Eng lish Lutheran con gre ga tion. But there is no lack of ma te rial in
St. Paul, for thou sands live with out Christ and with out hope, serv ing
the god of this world; while hun dreds of en er getic young men from
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the East, who have come here to seek their for tune, are ac ces si ble to a
faith ful min is ter of the Word, and con sti tute one of the most hope ful
classes for pas toral ef fort. And the Church of the Ref or ma tion has a
work to do in the me trop o lis of a ter ri tory five times the size of Penn- 
syl va nia, which will soon be the home of mil lions of in dus tri ous
freemen. We can not be true to our selves, to our coun try and to our
God, and con tinue to ne glect these cen ters of pop u la tion and in flu- 
ence, as we have hith erto done. We must per form our part of the work
of mold ing the het ero ge neous masses in our west ern States, and if we
spend our strength in out-of-the-way places, to the ne glect of the
larger cities, we shall be ut terly un able to do our Mas ter’s work.

"It is al ready late in the day to be gin an en ter prise which should
have been com menced with the very com mence ment of the city. The
dif fi cul ties which are now in sep a ra ble from such an un der tak ing, are
but the con se quences of our sin ful ne glect. But these dare not make
us shrink from our ob vi ous duty. What ever be the cost and the ex er- 
tions in en ter ing the field at the eleventh hour, it must be done. And
let the im por tance of early and vig or ous ef fort in other States and Ter- 
ri to ries, such as Illi nois, Iowa, Ne braska, Kan sas, Ore gon and Cal i- 
for nia be fully rec og nized by the Church, for while she sleeps, the en- 
emy is awake and is sow ing tares…

“The Nor we gian and Swedish mem bers of our Church are gen er- 
ally found in set tle ments, though many of them, es pe cially the
younger por tion, may be met with in all the towns where work can be
pro cured. This will greatly fa cil i tate mis sion ary op er a tions among
them, as the num ber and com pact ness will en able them to erect
churches and schools and sup port the gospel them selves more read ily
than if dis persed among the Amer i can pop u la tion. By at tend ing vig- 
or ously and with out de lay to this great and grow ing in ter est, which is,
the Lord be praised, in tensely Protes tant, our Church will soon be- 
come the most nu mer ous Protes tant body of Chris tians in this fu ture
State. We hope here after to sug gest some thing for their in tel lec tual
and spir i tual ben e fit, but at present would only again call the at ten tion
of our Nor we gian and Swedish min is ters in Illi nois to the im por tance
of send ing one or more of their most able and ex pe ri enced men to re- 
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side in St. Paul, or some other cen tral point, and op er ate from thence
over the whole Ter ri tory in preach ing the Gospel, cir cu lat ing good
pa pers and books, and sup ply ing the set tle ments as rapidly as pos si- 
ble with able and faith ful pas tors and teach ers. The present im mi gra- 
tion into this Ter ri tory from Swe den and Nor way, as well as from
Wis con sin, Illi nois and In di ana, will give our Scan di na vian brethren
enough to do with out at tempt ing any thing to in crease it.”

Oct. 20, Mr. Pas sa vant writes to Mr. Nore lius, of fer ing a per sonal con tri bu- 
tion of fifty dol lars and fur ther help for the church lot in Red Wing. He also
speaks of an of fer of land for a Swedish col lege at Lake City, Minn., and
asks Mr. Nore lius to in ves ti gate the place. He fur ther gives ad vice for start- 
ing Swedish work at Carver and New Swe den and con tin ues to se cure funds
for the Scan di na vians from churches and in di vid u als in the east. Mr. Pas sa- 
vant seems at this time to be prin ci pal ad viser and leader of the Scan di na- 
vian Luther ans.

At this point, Fa ther Heyer again comes upon the scene. This re mark able
man went to In dia for the first time in 1842, when he was forty-nine years
old. On ac count of his health, he re turned in 1846. He gath ered and or ga- 
nized a church in Bal ti more and went back to In dia in 1848. In 1857 he
again turned his face home ward. On his way home from preach ing to the
Hin dus he crossed the desert of Ara bia and stopped to preach to a con gre ga- 
tion of Eu ro peans camp ing un der the shadow of Mt. Sinai. He went down
into Egypt, ex plored the pyra mids and then vis ited Beth le hem, Nazareth
and Jerusalem. He did not come home to rest on his lau rels but, though
sixty-four years old, was ready for work wher ever he might serve the Lord
and His Church. Mr. Pas sa vant, who knew him in ti mately and who had kept
the Church in formed and in ter ested in his In dia work, had his eye on him
for the Home Mis sion Field. He se cured his ap point ment and sup port for
the West. Mr. Heyer was ac cord ingly sent to St. Paul to gather and build up
a Ger man and an Eng lish Lutheran church.

Mr. Pas sa vant writes thus to Nore lius: —

“You will re joice when I in form you that I have (un der God) suc- 
ceeded in ob tain ing the ser vices of an ad mirable min is ter for St. Paul.
It is none other than Fa ther Heyer, late of In dia. He leaves for St. Paul
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in two weeks and will prob a bly ac cept a call from the Ger man
Lutheran Con gre ga tion there, and at the same time seek to build up
an Eng lish Lutheran Con gre ga tion, or at least la bor to col lect the
scat tered mem bers and pre pare the way for the send ing out of a faith- 
ful Eng lish Lutheran pas tor by spring. Pray for him, and if you can,
do your best to slip up to St. Paul and see the dear old man some time
soon. I had hoped to be able to come along, but fear it is very doubt- 
ful whether I can go this fall. The money dif fi culty is so dis tress ing
here that I have been in the great est strug gle for the last four weeks.
Do not, there fore, de lay writ ing but let me hear from you im me di- 
ately on your re ceiv ing this. If I can go out, I will, of course, stop a
day at Red Wing.”

◊ The Mil wau kee Hos pi tal, Mil wa kee, WI, “The Pas sa vant”

Af ter Heyer had been in the field for a few years he wrote this in ter est- 
ing ac count of his labors to Dr. Pas sa vant:
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"Dear Brother,

"Among the many items of busi ness to which your at ten tion is
called, you may per haps have lost sight of Min ne sota where, through
your in stru men tal ity, the Lutheran Mis sion ary op er a tions were first
com menced. Al low me to state a few cir cum stances, which show that
the work is still go ing on. Af ter strug gling with dif fi cul ties which
threat ened the very ex is tence of the Min ne sota Synod, our prospects
are now be com ing brighter. At the next syn od i cal meet ing in St. Paul
on As cen sion Day the fol low ing mem bers are ex pected to be present:
Mallinson, Thomp son, Facht man, Blecken, Evert, Hoff man Wolff,
Em mel, Re itz, Gur Ned den, Eise and Kuhn; mem bers not present,
Brand and Heyer, To tal four teen. Sev eral of these brethren are from
the Chrischona, and have come rec om mended by the su per in ten dent
of that In sti tute. These men are bet ter cal cu lated to la bor among the
Ger man set tlers of Min ne sota than are can di dates from uni ver si ties or
from our sem i nar ies in this coun try. The most of them will be able to
get along, if we can only al low them fifty dol lars a year in ad di tion to
what they may get from the peo ple. Af ter invit ing them to come over,
it would be un for tu nate, dis cred itable, and in ju ri ous to our cause, if
we should fail to as sist them with the small amount above stated. I
have writ ten to the Penn syl va nia Mis sion ary Com mit tee, and also to
the Com mit tee of the Gen eral Synod in Bal ti more. What these com- 
mit tees may be able and will ing to do for Min ne sota I do not know
yet; if you should be present at the meet ing of the Penn syl va nia
Synod in Eas ton, I trust you will plead for Min ne sota. Br. Facht man
is do ing what he can to pro vide places, etc., for the new as sis tants in
Min ne sota, but he is some times al most over bur dened, be ing poor
him self, he must be fur nished with the means to help the brethren
who have ar rived and oth ers who are yet com ing, or there will be suf- 
fer ing among them. If it were in your power from any funds or re- 
sources at your dis posal to send twenty-five or fifty dol lars to Br.
Facht man soon, it would be a great re lief to him. In con clu sion, al low
me to make one more sug ges tion. When the war is over, the Chris tian
Com mis sion will have per formed its great la bor of love, the benev o- 
lent in our Lutheran com mu nity should then be en cour aged to pro- 
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vide cloth ing and other ar ti cles for our poor mis sion ar ies in the far
west.

"I will add no more, but pray the Lord to have you in His holy
keep ing.

Your aged fel low pil grim

C. F. Heyer."

Here is a let ter to Pas tor Hatlestad show ing the same con cern for the Scan- 
di na vian in ter ests about Chicago:

"I was truly sorry that I could not see you when in Chicago. Oh,
how won der fully is our work open ing up in the great West! My heart
bleeds when I think how wide is the des ti tu tion and how few the la- 
bor ers. We need men, men, men! But in ev ery case men of pu rity,
piety, prin ci ple and power, men who are equal to the great work
which God has given us to do.

“I fear that if one or two more Swedish pas tors of this kind can not
be spared to our dear brother Carl son in Chicago, we must and will
go down. An other fear with me is that the in com ing of the masses of
un sanc ti fied ma te rial into the Swedish Church in Chicago will du pli- 
cate the New York trou ble. A good and ex pe ri enced man is needed
for the South Side and a strong and de vout man for the new en ter prise
on the West Side. Think over these things and cry to God earnestly
for such men.”

Dr. Nore lius saw the need of purely Eng lish con gre ga tions in the cities and
towns of the west when many oth ers ridiculed and op posed them. If he
could have had his way in Red Wing, the Epis co palians would not have
won some of the most promis ing and wealthy young Luther ans of the town
and would not have built up their strong church so largely out of Lutheran
ma te rial. Pas tor Nore lius writes to Mr. Pas sa vant, Oct. 30, 1865.

“It would be very de sir able to have an Eng lish Lutheran con gre ga- 
tion es tab lished here in Red Wing in time to gather in the large ma te- 
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rial which is al ready avail able. There are al ready three dif fer ent
Lutheran na tion al i ties who have es tab lished con gre ga tions viz., the
Ger mans, the Swedes, and the Nor we gians. I do hope that by the
grace of God we may soon be able to es tab lish an Eng lish con gre ga- 
tion, since oth er wise many of the young peo ple will be lost to our
church.”

Along the same line, Dr. Pas sa vant closes:

“It will be seen that as yet we have not an Eng lish Lutheran
Church in Mil wau kee. Though a city of sixty thou sand in hab i tants, it
is off the line of im mi gra tion (with some ex cep tions) of our peo ple
from the east. It is a city of Yan kees, Ger mans and Irish; of Nor we- 
gians, Dutch and Bo hemi ans. And yet the time will come, ere long,
when an Eng lish church will be a ne ces sity. It is very de sir able, even
now, par tic u larly among the Scan di na vians, and the wor thy pas tor of
the Nor we gian church is most anx ious that an en ter prise of the kind
should be com menced with out de lay. But the man, where can he be
ob tained? And the means of sup port, whence are they to come? These
can not be over looked, it will re quire a liv ing man, and even then such
a per son must be con tent to sow for years be fore the har vest comes.”

In the spring of 1864 Dr. Pas sa vant made an other mis sion ary trip to the
west. On these jour neys he al ways stopped on the way and en cour aged the
brethren of ev ery na tion al ity in their pi o neer labors and strug gles and gave
them coun sel and as sis tance. Into many a mod est pas tor’s home he came
like a mes sen ger of hope and courage. The seeds he sowed, the in flu ence he
ex erted, the move ments he in spired and started, the courage and hope he
left be hind, eter nity alone can re veal. To this day the men tion of his name
makes the eyes of many a saint sparkle or dim with tears. He al ways knew
how to speak a word in sea son, not only to the weary pas tor but also to the
strug gling wife and mother who shared her hus band’s toils and pri va tions. It
would be in ter est ing to quote from his long ac count of this trip to Erie, Ft.
Wayne and Mil wau kee. He had a gift of mea sur ing the im por tance of ev ery
city he vis ited for the King dom of God. He had re mark able abil ity to gather
the his tory and sta tis tics of the early Lutheran set tlers. He seemed to be able
to di vine the char ac ter of hirelings who came to prey upon the scat tered
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sheep. He mer ci lessly un masked im moral and ra tio nal is tic pre tenders. To
them he was not a wel come vis i tor, as he went to and fro on his apos tolic
jour neys. Many a cler i cal hyp ocrite was ex posed and warned against, and
many a weak flock saved from ruin.

Thus in his ac count of his trip to Erie he tells of the early set tle ments of
the Ger mans, of their spir i tual des ti tu tion, of the labors of young Heyer in
their be half, of the scourg ing of some of the ‘in de pen dent’ pre tenders, and
of the havoc they made of the flock.

He was in stru men tal in the gath er ing and or ga niz ing of the first Eng lish
mis sion in Erie and of the se cur ing of the Rev. J. H. W. Stuck en berg for the
field in 1861. He did much to aid the strug gling flock in these early days.
He stopped over by ap point ment in Ft. Wayne and preached there three
times in con nec tion with the ded i ca tion of the first Eng lish Lutheran
church. To ward the pay ment of the six thou sand dol lar debt, he raised about
two thirds of the sum. He ends a three-col umn ed i to rial thus:

“We must re serve for an other time an ac count of the pleas ant
Mon day which suc ceeded this day of joy and toil. Mem ory will of ten
wan der back to the fam ily room in the Ru d is ill man sion, where ge nial
friends were gath ered, and we lis tened and laughed and cried over the
old days when the ‘Synod of the West’ em braced In di ana, Ken tucky,
Ten nes see, Illi nois, and the en tire west to the Pa cific Ocean. Pas tor
Wy necken, one of the few sur viv ing mem bers, was the soul of the
com pany and de scribed those early days with their sunny and stormy
mem o ries, their hard toil and wretched pay, their de feats in one place
and tri umphs in an other, their log cab ins and ‘early can dle light ings,’
and weak nesses, odd i ties and pe cu liar i ties of good men then as now.
Vale et vale. The train is com ing. We must has ten back to work at
home. In a lit tle while our toils will be over. ‘There re maineth a rest
for the peo ple of God.’”

In Sept., 1867, Dr. Pas sa vant made a la bo ri ous jour ney to visit the Canada
Synod. He was sorely needed there, as that Synod did not seem to know
what it was do ing and how it was be ing im posed upon by place-seek ers and
other un cer tain ad ven tur ers.
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When the Swedish Pub lish ing So ci ety had been or ga nized in Chicago he
ad vised, that while the So ci ety would nat u rally im port most of its books
from Swe den, pro vi sion should at once be made to pub lish also such books
and tracts as would set forth the pe cu liar dan gers that be set the im mi grants
on set tling down in this land of sects, schisms and here sies, and to give such
in struc tion and di rec tion as would save them to the Church of their fa thers.
He was al ways a helper of the saints and so here also he urged the Amer i- 
can Luther ans to as sist these brethren in the es tab lish ment of their Book and
Tract So ci ety.

He seemed to have the in sight of a seer into all the needs and in ter ests of
the great West. He un der stood each lo cal ity, knew its strate gic value for the
fu ture of the Church, what kind of man it needed and what work he should
do. Thus when he felt that the time had come for driv ing a per ma nent stake
in Red Wing, he wrote to Nore lius:

"I want that cor ner lot near your church, if it can be got for two
hun dred and twenty-five dol lars. Would not the pro pri etor throw off
twenty-five or fifty for such a pur pose? Try him hard. Now, dear
brother, will you not do me the fa vor to take this sub scrip tion pa per to
Messers Free born, Phelps and Gra ham and get each of them to give
you a good do na tion? Tell them that a Lutheran Church in Red Wing
will bring in more Penn syl va nia and Ohio Ger mans of the best kind
than any other thing. It would greatly add to the value of their prop- 
erty to get this class of per sons to set tle among them as they all have
money and are in dus tri ous and en ter pris ing men. I must beg you, dear
brother, to pros e cute this mat ter with vigor. If you can get one hun- 
dred and sev enty-five of the two hun dred and twenty-five sub scribed
and paid ei ther in cash or notes, you may draw on me at sight for the
other fifty dol lars. We must try hard to get a good man sta tioned in
Red Wing who can preach Eng lish and Ger man and in this way he
could serve the coun try back for twenty miles and up and down the
river for the same dis tance. No doubt it would be a great mercy to our
Scan di na vians to have such a man on the ground.

“Dear brother Nore lius, spare no pains in push ing this mat ter
through im me di ately. ‘The King’s busi ness re quireth haste’ and as the
river will soon open, what we do must be done quickly.”
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Not only did Dr. Pas sa vant know how to find out all items of in ter est for
him self, but he knew also how to train and use oth ers in this ser vice. Thus
he di rects the ever-will ing Nore lius:

“Now one more re quest from you and do not refuse me or ‘I will
ex com mu ni cate you,’ as Luther said to Melanchthon when he was ill
and would not take the soup un til thus threat ened. I am most anx ious
for your monthly notes again. They did much good and will do more.
Here is a recipe for mak ing them. You have the Eem lan det and other
Scan di na vian pa pers. Now, just lay them in one place af ter hav ing
marked with pen cil ev ery lit tle no tice of a new set tle ment, visit or
what ever it may be from fa ther Es b jorn down to the hum blest stu- 
dent. Then qui etly sit down and string these facts to gether for the
Mis sion ary. If I only un der stood the Swedish and Norsk a lit tle bet ter
I would do so my self, but I am of ten not quite cer tain of the mean ing
of words and fear to make blun ders. A lit tle re sume oc ca sion ally at
the end of a let ter would be deeply in ter est ing to all our read ers. Now,
dear brother, know ing your weak ness, it is hard that I should thus
trou ble you, but it arises from my strong de sire to in ter est our Amer i- 
can Zion in our Swedish and Nor we gian work. In this way you may
be as use ful as though ac tu ally in the field far ther west. Nay, more, by
thus hav ing the ear of the Church east, you can get at its heart and
pocket like wise. Punk tum! as the Ger mans say. We shall there fore ex- 
pect num ber one so as to get it in the first week in Feb ru ary. Love to
Mrs. N . . . .”

When “The Scan di na vian Evan gel i cal Lutheran Au gus tana Synod” was or- 
ga nized in Clin ton, Wis. in the sum mer of 1860, Mr. Pas sa vant gave it a
hearty God speed in the Mis sion ary. He con cluded his ed i to rial thus:

"The tone of the pro ceed ings of the New Synod is em i nently
Chris tian and catholic. The brethren com pos ing it seem in tent on their
ap pro pri ate busi ness. They have sep a rated from their for mer con nec- 
tion, not to strive but to work. So long as they ob serve the apos tolic
in junc tion, ‘where unto we have al ready at tained, let us walk by the
same rule, let us mind the same thing,’ they can not but pros per. A
work of vast mag ni tude is com mit ted to their hands. Tens of thou- 
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sands of im mi grants from the old world, look to them for spir i tual
care. Let them be faith ful to their own souls and they will be faith ful
to ‘their brethren af ter the flesh.’ Let them seek first of all the king- 
dom of God and His right eous ness, and all else shall be added unto
them. Let them do all unto Christ and noth ing through strife or vain
glory. In this way they will not only be able to keep the unity of the
spirit and to live and love as brethren, but also to be come em i nently
use ful in es tab lish ing pure Chris tian churches and train ing them in all
the virtues of the Chris tian life.

“The New Synod al ready num bers twenty-seven min is ters and up- 
wards of fifty con gre ga tions, so that with two pe ri od i cals, the Hem- 
lan det, (Swedish) and the Kir ke ti dende, (Nor we gian), a re spectable
Pub li ca tion So ci ety and a The o log i cal Sem i nary, this newly formed
body, will ere long be come one of the largest and most ef fi cient of
our Amer i can Syn ods. As the fields of la bor and the na tion al i ties oc- 
cu pied by it are en tirely dis tinct from those of ex ist ing Syn ods, we
trust that there will be no fur ther oc ca sion of strife be tween them and
oth ers. The great North west is broad enough for all to en ter in and
gather sheaves, with out in ter fer ing with the rights of oth ers.”

On the re turn of the Rev. Prof. Es b jorn to Swe den, Dr. Pas sa vant writes,
July 23, 1863:

“We deeply re gret to an nounce to our read ers that this de vout and
hon ored pas tor and pro fes sor has fi nally de ter mined to re turn to Swe- 
den and de vote the re main ing years of his min istry to the ser vice of
the Church in his na tive land. When in Chicago, two weeks ago, we
had the sad plea sure of bid ding him adieu pre vi ous to his de par ture
for New York. He is now prob a bly on the ocean and, should it please
God to give him a pros per ous jour ney, he will soon be in stalled as
pas tor in the dear old ‘Hem lan det.’ In com ing to this de ci sion, so
deeply painful to all the brethren of the Au gus tana Synod, and against
which they pub licly and pri vately urged ev ery pos si ble ob jec tion, it is
but jus tice to Prof. Es b jorn to re mark that a con scious ness of the in- 
fir mity of in creas ing age had much to do with his fi nal res o lu tion. For
nearly fif teen years he has given his whole time and strength to the
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mis sion ary work among his coun try men in the West; and his con sti tu- 
tion, greatly im paired by the ex haust ing labors of an apos tolic min- 
istry, was, in his judg ment, at least, no longer equal to the con fine- 
ment and ex er tion of the lec ture room. Hav ing been the first of our
Swedish Lutheran pas tors in Amer ica, he con tin ued most faith fully at
his post un til the last, suc cess fully car ry ing his classes through the
win ter and spring ses sions and re ceiv ing the bene dic tions alike of its
Board and of the Synod. His de par ture from among us is, hu manly
speak ing, a loss to our Amer i can Church; his re turn to Swe den will
be an im por tant gain to the Church at home.”

To Pas tor Nore lius he writes pri vately af ter the In dian mas sacre in Min ne- 
sota:

“Your fa vor of the sec ond has been read with much sad in ter est I
have made no tice of the in for ma tion re ceived in the pa per, which I
hope may, per haps, bring in some ma te rial aid. By to-mor row I hope
to send a box of ar ti cles for the fam i lies of mis sion ar ies or pas tors of
your Synod. In the present state of the coun try I can not get any un- 
made ma te ri als, these be ing harder to get than money, and with the
col lec tion of that I am more than oc cu pied with my dif fer ent or phan
and sick fam i lies. So I send on all the odds and ends of mis sion ary
boxes which I have re ceived for some time past. In ad di tion to these
ar ti cles I have put in some warm cloth ing for any poor Scan di na vians
or other suf ferer by the In di ans whom you may meet, and a cou ple of
warm coats which may an swer this win ter for any poor brethren who
have no over coats. . . . Please keep me posted up in mat ters and
things in Min ne sota. I de voutly pray God that you may be suc cess ful
in pro vid ing for those poor wid ows. If the min is ters have enough
bed ding and your poor wid ows have none or lit tle, you can trans fer to
them. Mean while be of ‘good cheer.’ God will yet arise and have
mercy upon Zion. Let us work on, pray on, and hope on. How thank- 
ful would I be to see an Or phan House at Lake Como! Who can tell
but that my or phan in vest ment may yet come in just in the time of
need?”

And again:
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“I write to re quest that you would im me di ately in form me what
ones of your Min ne sota Swedish or Nor we gian min is ters are most in
need. A small sum of money has been placed in my hands for West- 
ern mis sions, and at this dis tance I must rely on the judg ments of
brethren. Will you, there fore, give me the post-of fice ad dress of all
the Min ne sota brethren, and write op po site each a brief state ment of
about what each one now re ceives and whether he is needy, and, also,
whether he is zeal ous in the Mas ter’s ser vice. Since your last, for
which I am much obliged, I have re ceived a box of cloth ing from
ladies in Dr. Seiss’ church. Are any of your brethren un sup plied with
over coats? I could yet sup ply a few, and might send some other use- 
ful things. I have taken the lib erty to pay one dol lar on the sub scrip- 
tion of Dr. Beck man to the Lutheran and Mis sion ary, and also one
dol lar and fifty cents to Brother Hen der son. You will kindly ex plain
that these sums were given me to ap ply to some strug gling brother’s
pa per.”

Of his con cern and anx i ety for the scat tered and un shep herded Scan di na- 
vians in Min ne sota, he writes:

“But I must close. And yet I can not close with out an ex pres sion of
the deep anx i ety which I feel to wards you and our brethren in Min ne- 
sota. In these last sad times, when so many good but weak men are
led about by the thou sand forms of er ror, how great is the need of
prayer and silent look ing unto Christ for His gra cious as sis tance and
preser va tion! Let us, there fore, pray un ceas ingly for the hu mil ity of
Christ, for the aid of the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth, and for
liv ing, sat is fy ing faith in Je sus Christ our Lord. Only God can for tify
our poor dis persed im mi grants against the wiles of the devil, who in
the garb of an an gel of light goes about as a roar ing lion, seek ing
whom he may de vour. … I will send you, next week, one hun dred
Swedish Tes ta ments, one hun dred Nor we gian, fifty Swedish Bibles
and fifty Nor we gian. So soon as they ar rive, please no tice in your pa- 
per; they are from the Amer i can Bible So ci ety and are to be dis trib- 
uted ei ther gra tu itously to the poor or sold at the usual cheap rate to
those who can buy. You may men tion now in your pa per that they
will be in Red Wing by the fourth of July, so that the brethren can



413

take them home with them. They must re port sales and grants to you,
and you will not fail to re port to me, first, im me di ately af ter you give
them to the brethren, and af ter wards when they write to you the par- 
tic u lars of the dis tri bu tion. All the pro ceeds of the sales should be
sent back to me, as I am re spon si ble to the So ci ety for them.”

Dur ing the suc ceed ing years Mr. Pas sa vant se cured and sent a num ber of
boxes of cloth ing and pro vi sions, to gether with con sid er able money, to
Mr. Nore lius, to be dis trib uted among those who had suf fered from the mas- 
sacre.

The Swedish Au gus tana Synod was or ga nized in 1860. Its The o log i cal
Sem i nary was tem po rar ily lo cated at Chicago. In the early part of 1863 one
thou sand acres of land were pur chased from the Illi nois Cen tral Rail road at
six dol lars per acre at Pax ton, Ill., about 100 miles south of Chicago. The
plan was to lay out the land in city lots, sell them, and with the pro ceeds to
build and equip the Sem i nary. All this looked very fea si ble and fa vor able.
“Pa pier ist geduldig,” the Ger mans say; but Dr. Pas sa vant had his fears and
mis giv ings. In an ed i to rial, May 19, 1863, he writes:

“While we most heartily re joice in the fa vor able is sue of this long
and anx iously con sid ered project, and see in it many ev i dences of the
care and prov i dence of God, we at the same time ‘re joice with trem- 
bling.’ In deed, we stand in painful doubt of all plans and un der tak- 
ings which look so hope ful to the nat u ral eye. It ought not, per haps,
so to be; for we know of sev eral strik ing ex cep tions; but on the other
hand so many promis ing schemes for Christ and hu man ity have come
to noth ing that the ex cep tions ap pear but to es tab lish the rule, ‘The
king dom of heaven is like a grain of mus tard, which, in deed, is the
least of all seeds.’ Let not, then, our dear Scan di na vian brethren trust
less in God than in the dark hour when all but God seemed lost to
their view. Let not pas tors and churches for get that for years to come
their earnest ef fort must be put forth to meet the cur rent ex penses of
the Sem i nary and its stu dents by the free-will of fer ings of the peo ple.
It will re quire time and ex er tion to pay for the Sem i nary land which
has been pur chased. It will re quire toil and sac ri fice to erect the nec- 
es sary build ings. It will re quire in struc tion and ap peals to ed u cate and
sup port the can di dates for the school room and the min istry. The lo ca- 
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tion is, in deed, ad mirable and the land most ex cel lent, but if pas toral
ef fort is re laxed and if the peo ple imag ine the Sem i nary can now take
care of it self, the whole un der tak ing will be a fail ure. But we think
bet ter things of our brethren, though we thus speak. A word of cau- 
tion and warn ing may not, how ever, be in vain, for more hope ful
prospects even than these have been hope lessly blasted.”

How well his fears were grounded is shown by the af ter his tory of the Sem- 
i nary.

The Swedes, it seems, had in tended also to open an or phans’ home about
the same time that they opened their in sti tu tion of learn ing in Pax ton, Ill.
Later on, when they thought they were ready to be gin, they felt their need
of coun sel and nat u rally turned again to Dr. Pas sa vant.

Their ap peal was not in vain. Dr. Pas sa vant rec om mends the project. Al- 
ways “pi ous to wards land,” as he him self ex presses it, he ad vises the se cur- 
ing of a large tract for the in sti tu tion, en cour ages them to go for ward with
im plicit re liance on the Fa ther of the fa ther less, and prays God’s rich est
bless ing on the un der tak ing.

About this time the Swedes were con tem plat ing the found ing of a sec- 
ond or phan age in Min ne sota, and again they con sulted Dr. Pas sa vant. He
writes sev eral lengthy let ters, goes into the sub ject fully and can vasses the
whole ground. He re minds them that the most im por tant thing is not
grounds, build ings, money or even or phans, but the proper per sons to di rect
and man the in sti tu tion. He ad vises against a new home and coun sels con- 
cen tra tion on and a more lib eral sup port of the one which had been es tab- 
lished at Pax ton.

Pas tor Nore lius had fa vored col o niz ing the Swedes into set tle ments. He
con sulted Dr. Pas sa vant, and the Doc tor again ad vises cau tion and care ful
prepa ra tion. He writes:

“I too have had such fond and po et i cal plans about colonies in my
head. But af ter study ing the whole mat ter philo soph i cally and prac ti- 
cally I have come to the con clu sion that they are noth ing. Only two
things can give suc cess to such colonies. Ei ther a lit tle ex clu sive fa- 
nati cism or an ex tra or di nary de gree of pure and un de filed re li gion.
The fric tion is too great be cause of the too great con tact and in ti macy.
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I find it much eas ier to col o nize peo ple around a church in a good lo- 
ca tion, by get ting a de voted pas tor and a good school as a cen ter. Peo- 
ple will buy land in such lo cal i ties and will be bet ter sat is fied than by
mak ing a joint-stock con cern with any one else. Had I time, I could
give you many facts on this sub ject of a very sin gu lar and fan ci ful na- 
ture.”

In a later let ter he writes:

“You know how fully I sym pa thize with the gen eral plan of a
colony and that the gen eral idea of its lo ca tion in north ern Iowa or
south ern Min ne sota has long been a fa vorite one with me. So many
pos si bil i ties must be care fully looked to in its par tic u lar lo ca tion that
I can now only drop a word of cau tion. First, let the ti tle of the land
be be yond doubt. Don’t touch it un less the le gal ev i dence is brought
by the sell ing party duly signed and sealed by the court of fi cers. Sec- 
ondly, good land, good wa ter, plenty of fuel, and tol er a ble means of
ac cess are all im por tant. If pos si ble, get on a rail road. Thirdly, a
health ful lo ca tion. This is a sine qua non for such a plan and, fi nally,
undis turbed pos ses sion and no sec tar ian, worldly, or pros e lyt ing Eng- 
lish peo ple on the ground. In other”words, let the set tle ment be a
Scan di na vian one, where you can carry out your Lutheran ideas of
parochial ed u ca tion with out op po si tion and your re li gious ideas,
with out the an noy ing pres ence of hun gry sects who wait to en trap
your peo ple. I charge you by the Lord not to care a straw for any of fer
of land or money which in volves an over look ing of these most im por- 
tant con sid er a tions. More over, do not lo cate un less you can clearly
gain these points. The of fer of the Rail road Co. is all well, but four
fourths is what you must have if you are go ing to suc ceed. By all
means, dear brother, guard against those ras cally Yan kees and
sharpers with which the West abounds. Prom ises are a per fect hum- 
bug in Amer ica. I would have a printed le gal ar ti cle drawn up in
which they bind them selves to sell for so much the tract num ber ing
so and so and the lands they agree to do nate. Ev ery mother’s son of
them would have to sign it or I would not give a far thing for a ship
load of their prom ises. I know these scamps and hence my anx i ety on
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this sub ject. I would not trust any land spec u la tors or Rail road
Co. fur ther than I had them tight in a le gal vise."

He was also in stru men tal in se cur ing the land in Carver, Minn., on which
was lo cated the school which grew into Gus tavus Adol phus Col lege. He
writes to Nore lius:

“I have the prom ise of eighty acres of land for your school in
Carver. It is in the Still Wa ter Dis trict. I await more spe cific in for ma- 
tion in or der to get a deed made out. My idea is that it should be
deeded to you and brother Jack son for the ben e fit of the school.
Please let me have views on this point. Pos si bly I may get some more
of the same sort.”

Of a visit to the Au gus tana Synod in ses sion at Rock ford, he writes:

“By four hours’ mid night travel from Chicago we were en abled to
look in upon our brethren in this large Swedish body on Mon day
morn ing, June 22, in the city of Rock ford, Ill. What a spec ta cle met
our view. The rep re sen ta tives of up wards of four hun dred churches,
with more than two hun dred pas tors and stu dents, as sem bled in the
first Swedish Lutheran Church, a large and el e gant Gothic struc ture,
sec ond to no Lutheran church in size, fin ish, and churchly ap point- 
ments in the State of Penn syl va nia. At our first visit to Rock ford
some years ago, a small frame church con tained both con gre ga tions
and Synod, and now three large Swedish churches with their own.
pas tors oc cupy the field. And the Synod! What a change! It was more
like a dream than a re al ity. Al ready a week in ses sion, they were to
re main a week longer, to look af ter the di ver si fied in ter ests of their
in sti tu tions and churches. They had come to study and work and wor- 
ship, and they meant to stay and at tend to what was com mit ted to
their care. The same old brethren, with Pas tor Carl son again in the
chair as their pres i dent were there, but also a mul ti tude of new min is- 
ters, strangers in deed but yet brethren in the unity of the faith and
work ing for one and the same high end, to hold forth the Word of
Life and lead men to God. Kindly in tro duced to the Synod by the
Pres i dent, we en deav ored to make an ad dress, but the car wheels
seemed to whirl around in our brains and the ideas were con fused and



417

words were bro ken. But the one thought which was fore most was,
that the whole fu ture of the Synod de pended on the fi delity which is
man i fested in preach ing the Di vine Word, and es pe cially the truth as
it is in Je sus. And in proof, we pointed to the fact, that, at first, with- 
out schools or stu dents, with out means, with out any so cial po si tion or
sur round ings and solely by the preach ing of this blessed Word, the
Synod had not only main tained it self and be come a pow er ful body
but it had ob tained one vic tory af ter an other over earth and hell, now
strug gling for its own life against un healthy el e ments from within;
now meet ing an cient er rors re vived in the Fa ther land and brought
over to our own shores! now re sist ing the wiles of a plau si ble sec tar i- 
an ism which com passed sea and land to make a pros e lyte, and again
mak ing head against the more dan ger ous ma te ri al ism of the times
which threat ened to en gulf the best en er gies of their peo ple in a com- 
mon de struc tion.”

Dr. Pas sa vant was in a cer tain sense the founder and starter of the Eng lish
Lutheran work which grew into the Synod of the North west. He had for
sev eral years been urg ing the im por tance of oc cu py ing Min ne ap o lis and
St. Paul. When Pas tor Tra bert was called by the Mis sion Board as the first
Eng lish mis sion ary west of the Mis sis sippi and fi nally ac cepted the call, he
found that the Doc tor had been there two years ear lier, pur chased a large lot
and then pur chased an old Swedish church and had it moved upon the lot.
When the church was opened as St. John’s Eng lish Lutheran church.
Dr. Pas sa vant was in vited to be present. Of his trip and the new mis sion he
writes:

"The old route from Pitts burgh to Mil wau kee was taken for the
eighty-ninth time in the last twenty years. What changes in the farms,
vil lages and cities tra versed by the rail roads since then! Chicago has
quadru pled its pop u la tion, Mil wau kee has more than dou bled its in- 
hab i tants. Vil lages along the route have grown into cities, and cities
have out grown and over grown all mu nic i pal and nat u ral bound aries.
It is as if one had lived in two worlds, to have tra versed these re gions
in the past and in the present. The de vel op ment of ev ery in dus trial in- 
ter est is in de scrib able be cause in con ceiv able un less ac com pa nied by
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the facts and fig ures which demon strate this won drous growth of this
East ern world.

“At three o’clock in the af ter noon the St. John’s Evan gel i cal
Lutheran, church, for merly the Swedish church, was again opened for
di vine ser vice. The church, af ter its re moval from Wash ing ton Street,
had been oc cu pied by the Swedish brethren, and af ter their re moval
into their new church it was neatly cal cimined and oth er wise re paired
and im proved. Al though this work is not yet com plete, it is at present
a com fort able and ca pa cious church, its di men sions be ing thirty-five
by sev enty, with steeple, a gallery and chan cel. Two years ago we
care fully ex am ined the var i ous lo ca tions in the city, and with the ad- 
vice of re li able busi ness men pur chased two lots on the cor ner of
Eighth Ave.,S. and Fifth St., with a frontage of 132 and a depth of
165 feet. The pur chase of the Swedish church and its re moval, to- 
gether with these two valu able lots and the par son age on it, cost nine
thou sand dol lars. This sum we bor rowed from par ties in Pitts burgh
who were deeply in ter ested in the es tab lish ment of an Eng lish
Lutheran church in Min ne ap o lis. The in crease of val ues, ow ing to the
rapid growth of the city, has been so great since then that eigh teen
thou sand dol lars would be a mod er ate es ti mate of the worth of this
prop erty with the church and par son age upon it.”

There had been a sad di vi sion and de fec tion in the Lutheran State Church of
Swe den. Pe ter Walden strom, a gifted and elo quent preacher in Swe den, be- 
gan to preach against the dead ness and for mal ism of the State Church. He
made great pro fes sions of a su pe rior grade and amount of piety. He thus
drew around him self many im press ible fol low ers, among whom were en- 
rolled all who had a grudge or quar rel against any min is ter or con gre ga tion
of the State Church. There doubt less was much cold ness and world li ness in
the State Church and among its min is ters. But this gave Walden strom no
right to cre ate a schism and rend the body of Christ. Why did he not do as
Hans Nil son Hauge had done in Nor way? That con se crated Lutheran re- 
mained in the Church, tried to re vive her from within, and never preached
seper a tion or schism. But Walden strom soon dis closed the an i mus of his op- 
po si tion. He was out of har mony with some of the fun da men tal evan gel i cal
doc trines of his Church. He de nied the vi car i ous atone ment which is the
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foun da tion of the doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by Faith. He was drift ing to wards
Socini an ism and moral ism.

Some over-zeal ous Con gre ga tion ai ists learned of the dis af fec tion in
Swe den, and the Rev. Mr. Mont gomery, of Min ne ap o lis, was sent to Swe- 
den to ex ploit the Sep a ratists in fa vor of Amer i can Con gre ga tion al ism. As a
re sult of his trip, on which he had been care ful to avoid loyal Lutheran min- 
is ters, scores of whom were deeply spir i tual and con se crated ser vants of
Christ but had con sulted and coun seled with the en e mies of the es tab lished
Church, he wrote a book called “A Wind from the Holy Spirit.”

It might be hard to find a book more full of mis un der stand ing, mis rep re- 
sen ta tion and base less as ser tion. The whole book be lies, be trays, slan ders
and raises in ju ri ous re ports against a Church that had brought in ner peace
and out ward pros per ity, mar velous in tel li gence, hap pi ness and beauty of
char ac ter to mil lions of her sons and daugh ters, a Church that had made
Swe den a crown jewel among the na tions.

And yet these false and mis lead ing re ports were made the ba sis for an
or ga nized ef fort to pros e lyte the Swedes and win them away from the
Church of the Ref or ma tion.

Dr. Pas sa vant watched these ef forts and was righ teously in dig nant. Here
is part of an ed i to rial of July 16, 1885:

"For the thinnest kind of su per fi cial re li gion ism, of the ‘sand ing
the sugar and wa ter ing the mo lasses’ kind, com mend us to some of
our mod ern Yan kees who are just now ‘work ing up’ the so-called
Walden stro mian er ror ists in Swe den and in this coun try, and mak ing
them be lieve that they are Con gre ga tion al ists. The fol low ing pre cious
bit of in for ma tion shows what kind of talk is em ployed to blind their
own hon est peo ple and get them to en dow pro fes sor ships for the
train ing of min is ters for these poor Scan di na vian (Lutheran) hea then.

"The Chris tian Union says: ‘The Chicago The o log i cal Sem i nary
(Con gre ga tional) has al ready es tab lished Ger man, Swedish, Dan ish
and Nor we gian de part ments, not yet en dowed, to pro vide for the
work that must be done among these peo ple. Ober lin is pre par ing to
do like wise. These im mi grants are open to the light and lib erty of a
Protes tant faith: Ger mans are here from the land of Luther, Bo hemi- 
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ans from the land of Huss, Scan di na vians from the land of Gus tavus
Adol phus. One of the most in ter est ing fea tures of the meet ing was the
re port of a spe cial com mit tee of their visit to the In de pen dent or Free
Church of Swe den and Dr. Mont gomery’s ac count of their life and
work in this coun try. Their nat u ral af fil i a tion is with the Con gre ga- 
tion al ists, to whom they must look, if any where, for fel low ship and
aid. A com mit tee was ap pointed to ex tend to the churches in Swe den
the greet ings of the Con gre ga tional body.’

"It seems ‘their nat u ral af fil i a tion is with the Con gre ga tion al ists.’
Why so? Is it be cause they are in de pen dent of State con trol? So are
all the churches of the Au gus tana Synod and in ad di tion, more truly
‘Con gre ga tional’ than even the so-called Con gre ga tional churches. If
‘their nat u ral af fil i a tion is with the Con gre ga tion al ists’ be cause of
doc trine, then these mod ern Con gre ga tion al ists have sim ply de nied
the first prin ci ples of the Gospel of Christ and be come gross er ror ists!

“But it is ‘fel low ship and aid’ they need! The Lutheran church in
Swe den and this coun try is ever ready and con cerned to give to these,
her erring chil dren, both fel low ship and aid by the min istry of the
pure Gospel and thus to re store to them the joys of Christ’s sal va tion.
Thou sands who were sadly mis led by the gifted Walden strom have
al ready re turned to the Shep herd and Bishop of their souls and thou- 
sands more will be re cov ered by the same sav ing means if their evil is
not pro nounced good and the soul-de stroy ing er rors of their lead ers
are” not sanc ti fied by the name of a re spected de nom i na tion. As for
those who deny the Lord that bought them and put His atone ment to
an open shame, they de serve nei ther ‘fel low ship nor aid’ from the
Con gre ga tion al ists or other be liev ers in Christ."

Dur ing all his long and use ful life, Mr. Pas sa vant was ready to de fend his
Church against the slan ders of her en e mies as well as against the pros e lyt- 
ing ef forts of those who, un der pre tense of pi ous zeal, were try ing to alien- 
ate her chil dren to an other faith. In the Pitts burgh Chris tian Ad vo cate, the
Rev. Dr. Baird had glo ried in the fact that $46,000 had been ap pro pri ated by
the Methodist Mis sion ary So ci ety of New York for the sup port of mis sion- 
ar ies among the Ger mans in the bounds of the M. E. church north and
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$10,500 for a like work among the Swedes and Nor we gians in the west.
Dr. Baird, as is usual with all pros e ly tiz ers, had claimed that the Ger mans
are nearly all in fi dels and ra tio nal ists, and that the Scan di na vian Luther ans
were des ti tute of a liv ing and spir i tual re li gion. In his righ teously in dig nant
and warm de fense, Mr. Pas sa vant writes in the Mis sion ary:

"In many of the set tle ments and towns, where the Ger man
Methodist Mis sion ar ies op er ate, we al ready have faith ful min is ters
who are seek ing to save and bless their coun try men. This is a fact
which is so well known that it will not be de nied. Now, are we to un- 
der stand Dr. Baird, be cause the right and the duty of go ing to all the
world and preach ing the gospel to ev ery crea ture is freely con ceded,
that it is con sid ered broth erly and Chris tian to go to places which are
al ready sup plied with an Evan gel i cal min istry? Surely, some cour tesy
is due to each other on this point among the Evan gel i cal Protes tant
churches of our land, and there is no ex cuse for the ex is tence of ri val
churches and min is ters in ev ery petty place. It is against these un- 
happy di vi sions and the con se quent in jury done to our com mon
Chris tian ity which is the re sult of such a pol icy, that we protest, and
not against the Methodist church or any other church for com pas sion- 
at ing the mul ti tudes of our for eign pop u la tions, many of whom are as
sheep with out a shep herd…

“With the ex cep tion of two or three, all of these are la bor ing in the
north west, and in most places, too, we deeply re gret to add, where we
al ready have as faith ful Evan gel i cal and de voted min is ters as the
world can pro duce. The Scan di na vians be ing, with very few ex cep- 
tions al ready Lutheran, our brethren feel deeply ag grieved that such
an or ga nized sys tem of pros e lytism should be car ried on in the bo som
of their con gre ga tion and that, too, with out the shadow of an ex- 
cuse.”We as sured some of them dur ing our visit west that the ex ec u- 
tive com mit tee of the Mis sion ary So ci ety in New York cer tainly was
not cog nizant of all the facts in the case, and must be im posed upon
in many in stances by the rep re sen ta tions of un wor thy men who found
it eas ier to make a liv ing by mis sion at ing at a good salary than by la- 
bor ing with their hands.
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“Is it strange that our min is ters should feel deeply ag grieved un der
the op er a tion of such a sys tem? If the Lutheran Church were to or ga- 
nize a pro pa gan dism of this kind and sup port mis sion ar ies in set tle- 
ments of Amer i cans or Eng lish, where all were in nom i nal con nec tion
with the Methodist church and in which Methodist min is ters were
faith fully la bor ing amid many pri va tions, we would lift up our fee ble
voice against such a wrong and de nounce it as un wor thy of Chris tian
en cour age ment. But if, in hon estly en deav or ing to carry the Gospel to
the spir i tu ally des ti tute, the of fi cers of our Mis sion ary So ci ety were
im posed upon by per sons un wor thy of con fi dence, who, in stead of
do ing their ap pro pri ate work, would in vade the con gre ga tions of oth- 
ers and by means of a sup port from abroad would or ga nize ri val so ci- 
eties and erect al tar against al tar, we should be thank ful to any one
who would make us aware of such facts. But be cause we have done
this very thing in the case of the Methodist church, we are pub lished
to the world as striv ing ‘to cast odium on the work, and prej u dice the
mis sion ary cause be fore the pub lic’ Now to this we refuse to plead
guilty. We must and will ‘cast odium’ on all such un-Chris tian con- 
duct as that which we have de scribed, but un til we have very good
ev i dence to the con trary we are un will ing to be lieve that such abuses
are known, much less ap proved, by the of fi cers of the Methodist Mis- 
sion ary So ci ety.”

As a no ble ex am ple on the other side, the next num ber of the Mis sion ary
has this ed i to rial:

"The Right Spirit.

"The fol low ing let ter from a Pres by te rian min is ter in Wis con sin is
so Chris tian in its spirit and so truly fra ter nal in its ob ject that, al- 
though pri vate, we can not with hold it from our read ers. Would that
this co-op er a tive and catholic spirit were more widely preva lent, then
would our church be at once en cour aged and pro voked to en larged ef- 
forts in the gi gan tic work be fore her of sup ply ing the spir i tual des ti tu- 
tion which meets us on ev ery side. We need scarcely add that we have
an swered this let ter fa vor ably, and as sured the writer that no ef fort
will be spared to send a suit able mis sion ary to this field.



423

’Su pe rior City, Wis., Jan. 20, 1857. Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant:

Ex cuse the lib erty which I take, though un ac quainted, in writ ing to
you. My ob ject is to ad vance our com mon cause, the Gospel of Je sus
Christ. I have been la bor ing here for the last eigh teen months as a
Pres by te rian min is ter and dur ing this time the pop u la tion has in- 
creased from 300 to about 1500. Our lo ca tion is at the head of Lake
Su pe rior. Our har bor is ex cel lent, and in two years from next July a
rail road is to be com pleted from this point to the Mis sis sippi River. A
glance at the map will show you the im por tance of our po si tion. Not a
few of our pop u la tion are Ger mans and a num ber are Luther ans. I
was talk ing with a Ger man to day who thinks that some twenty-five or
thirty fam i lies are con nected with the Lutheran Church, all di rectly
from Ger many. We as Amer i cans can not reach them, yet it is most
im por tant that they be brought un der the in flu ence of the Gospel, and
no other Church can do this so suc cess fully as yours, and nat u rally
they be long to it. I there fore write to know whether you could send us
a Lutheran min is ter in the spring, and if so, whether the Mis sion ary
So ci ety of your church would con trib ute part of his sup port and how
much. It would re quire about — dol lars for a man to live here, but I
am un able to say how much the Ger mans could raise for his sup port.
Much would de pend on the char ac ter of the per son who was sent. If
he were an hon est and faith ful min is ter, I have no doubt the Amer i- 
cans would con trib ute to his sup port. I would be glad to hear from
you on this sub ject, and any in for ma tion I can im part, I will be happy
to give… My ad dress is Su pe rior, Wis con sin.

J.M. Bar nett.’

The Doc tor had taken a deep in ter est in the Ice landic Luther ans of the
North west from the be gin ning of their im mi gra tion. He had en tered into
cor re spon dence with their schol arly lead ers and had be come per son ally ac- 
quainted with their stu dents. He un der stood and ap pre ci ated their na tive tal- 
ents, their piety, thrift and ster ling char ac ter. He knew that they also would
form an im por tant fac tor in the fu ture of the Lutheran Church. In the Work- 
man of Nov. 9, 1893, we find this ed i to rial:

"The Ice landers in the North west.
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"It was our priv i lege to meet the Rev. Pas tors Bergman and Petur- 
son, of the Ice landic Synod, dur ing their late visit in Chicago, and ‘to
be some what filled with their com pany.’ They speak hope fully of the
work among their coun try men and are much en cour aged by the
prospect of ad di tional la bor ers. Of the six now in prepa ra tion for the
min istry at our col leges and sem i nar ies, all will be able to of fi ci ate
both in Ice landic and Eng lish. One by one the present va cant fields
can thus be oc cu pied and the in com ing im mi grants will be pro vided
with faith ful pas tors.

"It is a source of gen eral thanks giv ing that the present Pas tor, John
Bjar nes son, of Win nipeg, Man i toba, is so far re cov ered that he could
re turn to his home in that city and once more be among his peo ple,
even though nearly all of the ser vices must be con ducted by his as sis- 
tant. The large mis sion ary field of Rev. J. T. Bergman in North
Dakota, across the line, has been di vided and the Rev. Mr. Sig urd son,
of the Chicago Sem i nary, is work ing suc cess fully in his new charge.
The Rev. B. B. John son, the trav el ing mis sion ary of the Synod, has
been busily en gaged in vis it ing the re mote Ice landic set tle ments, and
has been both a bless ing and a con so la tion to many poor peo ple. In
one in stance he found a set tle ment fifty miles from any rail road with
a con gre ga tion which had never yet been vis ited by any min is ter dur- 
ing the six years of its or ga ni za tion! Dur ing the com ing months, he
will sup ply the four con gre ga tions of Pas tor Thor lack son in Min ne- 
sota, dur ing his ab sence in Nor way.

“The Ra tio nal ist move ment to which we have be fore re ferred, is
hap pily on the wane. Since it de vel oped into Uni tar i an ism, and was
thus or ga nized, it has lived by means of the Mis sion ary ap pro pri a- 
tions of the Uni tar ian church. But it is with out any moral sig nif i- 
cance. Both of its mis sion ar ies were of in tem per ate habits, and the
one in Win nipeg re cently died. In fact, the whole af fair is an other il- 
lus tra tion of the de cep tions which are played upon cer tain de nom i na- 
tions by the un wor thy sub jects who aban don their church or are com- 
pelled to leave be cause of their un be lief, or for other causes which
need not be named. Mean while, though the Church loses its mem bers
for a sea son, she even tu ally gains both in num ber and in spir i tual
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power. All such move ments lead to the es tab lish ing of her mem bers
in the truth as it is in Je sus. There can be only one end ing to all con- 
tro ver sies about the faith in Christ: ‘The world pas seth away and the
lust thereof, but the Word of the Lord abideth for ever’.”

In a let ter to his son William on his own sev en ti eth birth day, he gives his es- 
ti mate of no to ri ety-seek ers who try to get them selves on ev ery pro gram and
into the col umns of ev ery pos si ble pa per. He also gives an es ti mate of his
own life:

“They had a grand ‘carousal’ at the Dea coness House in P— to
which I was press ingly in vited last week, but I could not go, nei ther
could I leave for the lay ing of the cor ner stone of the new build ing at
the Wart burg. I am so foot-sore, and so weary of these ever-last ing
jour neys and speech-mak ings, that I pre ferred to stay at home and at- 
tend to mother and the pa per and many other things. Lit tle M. from
Wash ing ton, D. C, and the in evitable B were there, both mak ing
speeches!! My soul is sick of these no to ri ety-seek ers! Oh, it makes
me long for the spirit of Him who af ter his mir a cles ‘went and hid
him self.’ To day, dear son, was my birth day. I am now sixty-nine
years old and am trav el ing to wards sev enty. The re mem brance of
much of my life is very un sat is fac tory. It has been so largely a fail ure,
on ac count of many causes, most of which, I grieve to say, have a
com mon root, the lack of an un shaken faith in God. I can only ask
God for for give ness and hope that the re main der of my life may be
crowned with the di vine mercy to such an ex tent that the in com plete- 
ness of it may be cov ered and that God may re ceive the praise for
what has been done in His name and for his glory.”
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16. The Found ing Of Mil wau kee
Hos pi tal

ON HIS FIRST TRIP to the then far West in 1850, Dr. Pas sa vant met
the Rev. J. Muehlhaeuser. This saintly Ger man who had been im pris oned
for his faith in Aus tria and who was now pas tor of Grace Ger man Lutheran
Church, Mil wau kee, di rected the at ten tion of young Pas sa vant to the need
of a hos pi tal in that city. The lat ter be gan to can vass the sub ject at once, but
was hastily called to Pitts burgh by the break ing out of the cholera. The
project, how ever, never left his mind or that of pas tor JMuehlhaeuser. For
ten years the mat ter was prayed over, planned and hoped for by these two
godly men. Of the prov i den tial open ing, the fee ble, la bo ri ous, and heroic
be gin ning of this west ern porch of mercy, des tined in the prov i dence of God
to grow into one of the most mag nif i cent hos pi tal prop er ties in the West,
with a well-equipped and pros per ous dea coness Mother House at tached, we
shall let the founder tell the story, as pub lished in the Lutheran and Mis- 
sion ary, Dec. 10, 1863:

"The want of a hos pi tal in this city, un der Protes tant in flu ences,
has been long and painfully felt alike by pas tors and peo ple. On sev- 
eral oc ca sions, through the ef forts of Rev. J. Muehlhaeuser, the at ten- 
tion of the pub lic had been di rected to this sub ject, and at one time
the plans for a build ing were pro cured. Through un fore seen causes,
how ever, the un der tak ing was suf fered to die in the hearts of those
who la bored for it. In 1850 we vis ited Mil wau kee and were en gaged
in se lect ing a site when the break ing out of the cholera in Pitts burgh
sud denly re called us home and ar rested fur ther pro ceed ings. Then
again in 1855, in an swer to an ur gent ap peal from Pas tor
Muehlhaueser to come to Mil wau kee and make a com mence ment, in
our in abil ity to com ply with his re quest, we sent him a dol lar, urg ing
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him to be gin with this, in the name of Christ, and telling him for his
en cour age ment that the first do na tion to our hos pi tal was only
twenty-two cents. Four years later a Ger man lady added an other dol- 
lar to this small fund and here the work re mained un til last spring. A
case of ex treme suf fer ing and ex po sure again called the at ten tion of
Pas tor Muehlhaeuser to this sub ject, and he once more wrote us stat- 
ing that the time had cer tainly come when some thing must be done
for the suf fer ing mem bers of our Lord’s body and the nu mer ous cases
of those who were yet with out. His let ter was laid be fore the Board of
IMan age ment of the Dea coness In sti tu tion, and its Di rec tor was in- 
structed to visit Mil wau kee and re port on the facts in the case. This
was ac cord ingly done in May last, and at a spe cial meet ing of the
Board, on our re turn, it was unan i mously re solved that the Dea coness
In sti tu tion, in re liance upon the most high God, at once pro ceed to the
es tab lish ment of a hos pi tal in the city of Mil wau kee. At the same
time Rev. J. M. Schla der mundt who was prov i den tially dis en gaged at
the time Mas elected as the pro vi sional Di rec tor and, hav ing ac cepted
this un sought po si tion, in a few days af ter wards pro ceeded to his field
of la bor. A few weeks later, in June, we made a sec ond jour ney to
Mil wau kee in or der to rent a suit able house and if pos si ble open a
small hos pi tal. This on trial, how ever, proved im pos si ble. Va cant
houses were not only dif fi cult to find, but for such a pur pose could
not be ob tained at all. At this stage of the un der tak ing it ap peared as
if we were be set with in su per a ble dif fi cul ties. There was no al ter na- 
tive but to pur chase prop erty or aban don the en ter prise. Af ter go ing
thus far, the last could not be thought of, and yet, to buy with out
money was only the least of two trou bles. What and where to buy
was the sub ject of most anx ious so lic i tude. In vain did we ex am ine
var i ous prop er ties and com pare their re spec tive ad van tages. One was
with out suit able build ings: an other was with out any build ing, a third
was not cen trally lo cated, a fourth was held above its value. Af ter a
weari some search of days, not a ray of light shone upon our path. Oh,
how gladly we would have taken the first train and has tened home
from the per plex i ties of this hour. It was then, how ever, that man’s
ex trem ity again proved to be God’s op por tu nity.
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"When we had done our ut most and ut terly failed a car riage was
driven to Pas tor Muehlhaeuser’s by one of his mem bers who had ac- 
ci den tally heard of a prop erty about to be of fered for sale on ac count
of the re cent death of the owner. Af ter a short drive we reached the
out skirts of the city, en tered a gate way, and soon alighted be fore a
large brick ed i fice on an em i nence which com manded a charm ing
view of the whole city and the blue sky and lake be yond. A care ful
ex am i na tion of the build ings and grounds fully con vinced us that a
most de sir able lo ca tion for the hos pi tal had been found, and yet, in
re turn ing home, the heart was op pressed by the con scious ness of our
in abil ity to pur chase a prop erty, the in trin sic value of which could not
be less that twenty thou sand dol lars. The ad min is tra tors were, how- 
ever, vis ited, the terms of the sale re ceived, and the whole sub ject
com mit ted to the di rec tion of God dur ing the hours of the Lord’s Day,
which fol lowed this week of anx ious toil.

"The lo ca tion so prov i den tially dis cov ered was all that could be
de sired for a hos pi tal. It was cen tral, suit able, within the city lim its,
and yet in the coun try. The large brick man sion on the grounds was
both con ve nient and at trac tive and cost up wards of eight thou sand
dol lars, though its erec tion now would cost a much larger sum. The
fu ture wants of the In sti tu tion, de mand ing a free space on ev ery side,
it was re solved, if pos si ble, to pur chase the man sion and ten acres.
The whole was of fered at the low price of fif teen thou sand dol lars on
time or twelve thou sand dol lars in cash. Both these sums seemed be- 
yond our reach, but the last less so than the for mer. Af ter much re- 
flec tion and in hope ful re liance upon that God who has said, ‘All
things are pos si ble to him that be lieveth’ we chose the lat ter, and on
Mon day morn ing pur chased it for a hos pi tal in the name of the Dea- 
coness In sti tu tion. A friend kindly loaned us a thou sand dol lars1 to
close the sale and the re main der was to be paid on the de liv ery of the
deed af ter cer tain forms of law had been com plied with. An im por tant
step had at last been taken, a site for the hos pi tal se cured. A ca pa- 
cious dwelling opened its friendly halls and a few days later brother
Schla der mundt and his fam ily took pos ses sion.
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“The open ing took place a month later, Aug. 3. The in ter ven ing
time was a busy sea son. The clover had to be mowed and har vested,
the base ment cleansed and white washed, the gar den re newed, and in
ad di tion to all this the Di rec tor, as sisted by Messers Muehlhaeuser
and Streissguth must thread the streets and al lies to ob tain con tri bu- 
tions among: the Ger man com mu nity for the fur nish ing and sup port
of the hos pi tal. The benev o lent ladies of their churches la bored most
zeal ously in mak ing bed ding and other ar ti cles for the sick, and when
the time for re ceiv ing pa tients ar rived, it was a goodly sight to look
upon the works of their hands. With prepa ra tions thus made and ad di- 
tional col lec tions of fur ni ture af ter our ar rival, a few days of prepara- 
tory la bor suf ficed for the first be gin nings of hos pi tal life. Nor must
we for get in this con nec tion, the timely and valu able ar rival of a box
of ex cel lent bed ding and cloth ing for warded by the Ladies’ Mis sion- 
ary So ci ety of Christ’s Church at Get tys burg, and kindly di verted to
this in fant en ter prise by the per mis sion of the mer ci ful donors. This
seemed to com plete the lack of ser vice else where, and the new-made
beds were taste fully cov ered by the quilts which it con tained.”

In a pri vate let ter to Mr. Bassler he writes.

"God has blessed my jour ney thus far to Mil wau kee. ‘Ue ber Bit ten
und Hof fen.’ In stead of rent ing, which we found im pos si ble, as the
peo ple were un will ing to give their houses for such a pur pose, we fi- 
nally came to the ‘clear con vic tion that we must pur chase. The ten
acres which the brethren had writ ten about on closer ex am i na tion
were not suit able and at the price asked ($12,000.00) were not to be
thought of. What now to do? was the ques tion. I can think only with
pain of the three days of vain search ing, anx i ety and in de ci sion which
fol lowed. I felt that we were at our wits’ end, that we were noth ing,
could do noth ing, and were of no con se quence what ever. Then, when
all was dark and we had cried to the Lord for light and di rec tion, light
and di rec tion came. A beau ti ful prop erty of ten acres in the city lim- 
its, ad mirably lo cated and well known to all the peo ple, was found to
be for sale, though not yet ad ver tised; the pro pri etor had only re cently
died, and the ad min is tra tors were com pelled to sell to save a part of
the large es tate. It had on it a large and el e gant brick house, with ev- 
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ery com fort and con ve nience which we could de sire, and a space suf- 
fi cient for from twenty-five to thirty pa tients, af ter pro vid ing for
Brother Schla der mundt’s fam ily in the rear. The land is cer tainly
quite cheap at $1,000 per acre, and the house cost, eight years ago,
not less than $10,000. The price asked was $15,000, but af ter a com- 
plete ex am i na tion of it by the best judges in the city, who pro nounced
it very rea son able at that, I bought it for the Dea coness In sti tu tion for
$12,000, the whole to be paid in six to eight weeks. Of course, it is
not pos si ble to say, for cer tain, how much can be se cured for this pur- 
pose in Mil wau kee, but we have the best hopes for the re sult. One
kind Ger man friend has al ready agreed to pay $500 as soon as the
friends can get the work of col lec tion un der way. Ow ing to the meet- 
ing of the Au gus tana Synod in Chicago and the un set tled state of
things in Penn syl va nia, I had to leave as soon as I got all the pa pers
drawn up and signed and the way pre pared for the work of col lec tion.

"Brother Schla der mundt is al ready in the new house, i. e., the back
part of the hind build ing away from the hos pi tal part. He is busy gath- 
er ing in some six acres of beau ti ful grass, clover and tim o thy. There
is a nice fruit crop on the place, and beau ti ful roses, with a tol er a ble
gar den which he is in creas ing. There will be no sick taken in be fore
Au gust 1st, the col lec tion of ar ti cles, money, fur ni ture, etc., mean- 
while go ing on. Some twenty beds are be ing made by two con gre ga- 
tions in Mil wau kee. He will also spend some Sun days in the coun try,
and hopes in one con gre ga tion to get eight good cows. An ex cel lent
sta ble, with horse, cow, and chicken house stands on the place. Two
large cis terns are near the kitchen con tain ing each eighty bar rels of
wa ter. It is a beau ti ful sight to over look the whole city of Mil wau kee
from the porches and win dows and es pe cially from the bal cony on
the top of the house.Oh, how blessed that the Protes tant Church has
so ad mirable a po si tion for a hos pi tal just in its time of need. Surely
God has done it all and He shall have the glory.

"On the morn ing of Aug. 3 the first pa tient ‘was ad mit ted to the
hos pi tal, a poor Nor we gian, very ill with con sump tion and a stranger
in the city. Hear ing of his sit u a tion. Pas tor Hatlestad, of the Nor we- 
gian Lutheran Church, at once ob tained a per mit and brought him to
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the In sti tu tion. About the same time two pic tures were sent in, the
one, ’Christ’s Tri umphant En try into Jerusalem,’ by an Amer i can
lady; the other, ‘The Good Shep herd,’ by a Ger man gen tle man. In the
af ter noon a few min is ters and friends met at the hos pi tal. The two
pic tures were hung upon the par lor wall. The fa mil iar Ger man hymn,
‘Un sern Aus gang segne Gott,’ was sung amid many thanks giv ings.
We then knelt down to gether and in voked the bless ing of God upon
this hum ble be gin ning. On ris ing from our knees, the pic ture of the
‘Good Shep herd’ seemed to look down upon us and its gra cious les- 
son touched ev ery heart. There was Je sus, the Good Shep herd, and at
His feet a poor sheep, torn and bleed ing and un able to ex tri cate it self
from the thicket of thorns, while the hand of the Mer ci ful One was
gen tly press ing back the tan gled bri ars for its es cape. The ser vices of
the open ing were ended. We had met in joy; we sep a rated in tears.
The spirit of Him who came ‘meek and lowly,’ though a King, ‘to
seek and to save that which is lost,’ filled ev ery heart. God grant that
such may ever be the spirit of the in sti tu tion, that this may be the true
con se cra tion, its crown ing grace. May its of fi cers be clothed with hu- 
mil ity and its helpers with the meek ness and mercy of their Lord.

"A week af ter the open ing ser vices and again dur ing two weeks in
Oc to ber and No vem ber we were en gaged in the try ing and toil some
la bor of mak ing col lec tions among the Amer i can com mu nity to meet
the last pay ment of six thou sand dol lars, a sim i lar sum hav ing al ready
been bor rowed and paid on the prop erty. The dif fi cul ties of such a
ser vice are known only to Him who knoweth all things. Heat and
cold, sun shine and storm, weari ness and wait ing, hope awak ened and
hope dis ap pointed, are as noth ing com pared to the strug gles within
which must be over come, the heart-sick ness over the ma te ri al ism of
men, and the strong in sen si bil ity of Chris tian men to the sor row of
their Lord who still dwells among us in the per son of his sor row ing
dis ci ples, sick, an hun gered, athirst, and a stranger, with out a shel ter
and with out a home. And yet, the vine which pierces by its thorns
bears the rose of sweet est fra grance, and so this hard toil has its
blessed com pen sa tions. In not a few there is a rev e la tion of di vine
mercy which sheds its com pas sion on ev ery des o late path of life;
while in oth ers there is a na tive sym pa thy with suf fer ing which
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warms the heart, un hoards the wealth, and stretches forth the hand of
suc cor to all who are in need. Both these ex pe ri ences are alike need- 
ful. The one to de stroy self-de pen dence and lead to trust only in God;
the other, to quicken to thanks giv ing and to as cribe to Him, in whose
hands are the hearts of men, all the glory and praise for the ac com- 
plished re sults.

"By the bless ings of the Most High upon the labors of these three
weeks the sum of six thou sand dol lars was fi nally sub scribed, col- 
lected and paid. For this aus pi cious re sult we are deeply grate ful, and
al though a debt of six thou sand dol lars still re mains we can not doubt
that He who hath be gun this good work will in due time pro vide.

"The hos pi tal has now been in quiet and suc cess ful op er a tion since
its be gin ning in Aus rust and be tween twenty and thirty pa tients have
been ad mit ted. Nearly all of these are char ity cases. Some of them are
of pe cu liar in ter est. They be long to no less than seven na tion al i ties.
Amer i cans, Ger mans, Nor we gians, Swedes, Irish, French and
Africans, while four types of faith are rep re sented among them.
Protes tant, Catholic, Jew ish and in fi del! A wide field of use ful ness
has been opened to the Church, and the la bor ers in it have their hearts
and hands full of care and toil. They need the sym pa thies and prayers
of those who love God, for noth ing but His sus tain ing grace can en- 
able them to per form the dif fi cult work given them to do. In stead of a
num ber of Dea conesses the par ent In sti tu tion could fur nish only one,
who for the time be ing is com pelled to unite in her self the of fices of
ma tron and nurse. It is cheer ing to find a grow ing in ter est and co-op- 
er a tion among the dif fer ent pas tors and churches of Mil wau kee,
which man i fest them selves in many pleas ant ways. But it is la bor ers
that are most needed, trained la bor ers for the sick room, with out
which the in creas ing work in creases only too rapidly on our hands.

“Who on read ing this ex ten sion of the cause will re spond, ‘here
am I, send me?’ Who will first give her self to the Lord and then de- 
vote life and all else to the work of the min is tra tion?”

This plain tive plea for helpers calls for at least a brief no tice of sev eral of
the faith ful helpers dur ing the days of trial in the be gin nings at Mil wau kee.
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One of these, who for twenty-two years was an in valu able helper and a
price less com fort to Dr. Pas sa vant in her un selfish ser vice was sis ter Bar- 
bara Kaag. We have met her be fore as one of the no ble lit tle band of sis ters
who did such valiant ser vice in the army hos pi tals in and about the Dis trict
of Co lum bia dur ing the Civil War. A niece of Mis sion ary Schwartz of In dia,
she had been reared among the Lutheran Pietists of Wuertem berg, Ger many.
Com ing to Pitts burgh as a young woman, she had found a con ge nial, Chris- 
tian home in the fam ily of George Wey man. Through him and his good wife
she had be come ac quainted with the Rev. Mr. Pas sa vant, then pas tor of the
First Church.

Through his in flu ence she pre pared her self for dea coness work.

Of her ser vice in the Army hos pi tals the Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant Jr. writes
in the “An nals of the In sti tu tion of Protes tant Dea conesses,” June, 1900:

“Sis ter Bar bara has in her pos ses sion a large num ber of pho to- 
graphs given her as to kens of re mem brance by sol diers who were re- 
stored to health or whose dy ing mo ments were soothed by her min is- 
tra tions. Medals have also been pre sented to her by var i ous or ga ni za- 
tions, and she re ceives a pen sion from the gov ern ment in recog ni tion
of her ser vices dur ing the war.”

The fol low ing let ter shows the high es teem and grate ful love of Miss
Dorothy Dix:

"To Miss Bar bara Kaag, My ex cel lent and val ued Friend:

I can not al low you to leave the place you have so long hon or ably
filled, with out the ex pres sion of my sin cere re spect for your char ac- 
ter, and my grate ful thanks for the faith ful ser vice you have ren dered
to the sick and wounded sol diers un der your nurs ing care. All with
whom you have as so ci ated have felt the in flu ence of your good ex- 
am ple, and in the trans fer of your labors to an other in sti tu tion, I feel
that while the one you leave will long miss your in tel li gent and faith- 
ful care, that to which you now pro ceed will be greatly ben e fited. You
have your re ward in the con scious ness of hav ing per formed a high
and no ble duty, and com forted many a dis tressed and suf fer ing sol- 
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dier . I shall al ways hold you in es teem and if at any time dur ing life I
can aid or ben e fit you I hope you will call on me with out hes i tancy

Your sin cere friend, Wash ing ton, Oct., 1863. D. L. Dix."

In the same month sis ter Bar bara en tered the Mil wau kee hos pi tal at the
sum mons of Dr. Pas sa vant and be came its first ma tron. She found the build- 
ing in any thing but an at trac tive con di tion. From gar ret to cel lar the build- 
ing must be cleaned and scoured, and much of the heavy work was done by
her own hands. The fur nish ings and equip ments were mea ger. Not only the
com forts, but the very nec es saries were of ten miss ing. But she la bored on in
faith and cheer ful hope, she bore the bur dens of her po si tion un com plain- 
ingly un til af ter twenty two years of ser vice for Christ’s suf fer ing ones she
felt con strained by the on com ing of old age to re tire to live with her nephew
the Rev. Wm. Huth, in whose home in Hus tis ford, Wis., she died in Christ
and in peace, Jan. 12, 1905.

An other faith ful helper who did much to lighten the bur dens of Dr. Pas- 
sa vant and was held in grate ful and af fec tion ate es teem by him, was
William Huth, Sr., the brother-in-law of sis ter Bar bara. When in 1853 the
Doc tor was in sore per plex ity to find a re li able male nurse for his young In- 
fir mary at Pitts burgh, af ter look ing in vain for the right man in Pitts burgh,
he sent the Rev. W. Berke meier to New York to seek one among the Ger- 
man im mi grants. Mr. Berke meier af ter a care ful search ing and sift ing found
the newly-ar rived William Huth, then twenty-one years old and brought him
to Pitts burgh. There he was in stalled as male nurse of the In fir mary. The
small pox was rag ing in the city and a pest-house had been set apart at the
in sti tu tion.

Here Mr. Huth was bro ken in and min is tered to the vic tims of the loath- 
some dis ease. For thir teen years this faith ful ser vant did the work of a New
Tes ta ment Dea con, min is ter ing to all classes of suf fer ers, watch ing by day
and by night un til his own health was bro ken and he was com pelled to seek
a change of cli mate.

He had mar ried Miss Mary Kaag who had been a faith ful helper in the
In fir mary from the be gin ning. Two chil dren had been born to them, one of
whom had died in in fancy and the other be came the Rev. Wm. Huth, to
whom we are are in debted for some of these data.
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Fa ther Huth had in tended to buy a lit tle farm in Wis con sin. But Dr. Pas- 
sa vant de sired him to be come house-fa ther of the Mil wau kee Hos pi tal. He
ac cepted the po si tion and in 1866 moved his fam ily into a lit tle house back
of the main build ing. He be gan at once to set the grounds in or der, had new
farm build ings erected, se cured cows, hogs and poul try, and made the lit tle
farm pro duc tive and prof itable, at the same time he had the over sight and
man age ment of the in ter nal af fairs of the hos pi tal. He man i fested su pe rior
qual i fi ca tions as man ager in se cur ing and train ing com pe tent help and
nurses, A pest house was built on the grounds and Mr. Huth again min is- 
tered to the poor suf fer ers dur ing a se vere scourge of the small-pox.

He also won many valu able friends for the in sti tu tion and aided ma te ri- 
ally in re duc ing the debt. The Rev. Dr. H. W. Roth writes of him:

“Upon his set tle ment in Mil wau kee he united with Grace Ger man
Lutheran Church, whose pas tor was the Rev. J. Muehlhaeuser In heart
and life Mr. Huth was a Chris tian man, nor was he ashamed to con- 
fess his di vine Mas ter. Among the sick he made his in flu ence felt.
Kindly did he ex hort the way ward. Gen tly he en cour aged the weak.
His sim ple speech was en riched with ex pe ri ences, gained from clos- 
est con tact in the hours of pain and dis ease, with men of all classes
and con di tions. He won der fully se cured and held the con fi dence of
young men, and to this day grat i tude for good coun sels keeps his
mem ory green in the hearts of many with whom he came into con tact.
. . .Dr. Pas sa vant val ued the friend ship and fi delity of Mr. Huth and
knew and prized his prac ti cal com mon-sense. In the old sit ting room
to gether they scanned the ac counts and made plans that both ends of
the hos pi tal’s mea ger fi nances might meet.”

When some years later a fire de stroyed the new build ing Dr. Pas sa vant said
to the young Mr. Huth: “If only your fa ther were yet with me, I should not
be afraid of this debt!” Af ter a ser vice of fif teen years in Mil wau kee
Mr. Huth on July 1, 1881 fell asleep in peace. For twenty-eight years he had
served his dear Mas ter in the per son of His suf fer ing ones. He rests from his
labors and his works do fol low him.

The Rev. Wm. Huth, son of the de ceased, was born in the Pitts burgh In- 
fir mary in 1860, and spent his life in the two hos pi tals. Af ter his fa ther’s
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death he as sisted his wid owed mother and his Aunt, sis ter Bar bara, very
ma te ri ally in the busi ness af fairs of the hos pi tal. He writes us this in ter est- 
ing rem i nis cence of the long years of his as so ci a tion with Dr. Pas sa vant:

"You know what a de light ful vein of pure, pithy hu mor ran
through his con ver sa tion, es pe cially through his unique ta ble talk. I
be lieve some of his in ti mate friends could write a vol ume of bright
anec dote heard from him. I never met his equal in this re spect.

"He used to tell a story of the early Mil wau kee days that oc curs to
me as of ten as I drink a cup of poor cof fee. Af ter the war cof fee was
quite an ex pen sive ar ti cle in Mil wau kee and Rev. Muehlhaeuser’s
salary was quite slim at that time.

So his good wife sub sti tuted browned bar ley for the gen uine ar ti cle.
Dr. Pas sa vant was a fre quent guest at the pas tor’s home in those days and
on one oc ca sion he asked: ’What is this I am drink ing?“Bar ley cof fee’ was
the an swer. ‘Bro. Muehlhaeuser,’ said the Doc tor, ‘drink Chris tian cof fee,
drink Chris tian cof fee.’ When the Dr. got back to Pitts burgh he sent the pas- 
tor a good-sized sack of ‘Chris tian cof fee’ which was highly ap pre ci ated
and richly rel ished.”

Dr. Pas sa vant had a thor ough knowl edge of the Penn syl va nia Ger man
di alect and would of ten re cite po ems and tell sto ries in that ex quis ite
brogue.2

The Rev. Mr. Gause witz, at this writ ing Pres i dent of the Min ne sota
Synod, once vis ited me at the hos pi tal when Dr. Pas sa vant was present. He
af ter wards told me that he had never been so much im pressed in his life as
when the Dr. con ducted evening wor ship with the house hold and pa tients.
Faith, strong, sim ple, child like faith, rang out of ev ery sen tence of his fer- 
vent sup pli ca tions, as he prayed for the sick, for all present, for his work
and for the whole Chris tian Church.3

“When I af ter wards as sisted the Dr. with his hos pi tal ac counts I learned
that the one se cret of his suc cess, next to his won der ful faith, was his
scrupu lous care in small things and his sys tem atic way of do ing things. One
of the most prom i nent busi ness men in Mil wau kee af ter re fus ing a small
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loan to a neigh bor said: ‘If Dr. Pas sa vant would ask for the loan of thou- 
sands I should not hes i tate, for he never for gets the date of an obli ga tion.’”

Over whelmed with wor ries, vex a tions and fore bod ings, the faith of some
of the good brethren would some times grow weak and their spir its would
droop and be come de spon dent. At such times, Dr. Pas saA-ant had to be the
com forter, the strength ener of faith and the hope ful helper. Even the good,
con se crated and ever faith ful Bassler some times grew so dis cour aged that
his knee grew fee ble, the hands hung down and his faith failed him. At such
times, Dr. Pas sa vant was God’s mes sen ger to in still a new hope and
courage. Here is one of his pri vate ser mons to Bassler on faith and hope:

“Your fa vor was duly re ceived, but I can not tell you what its dis- 
heart en ing in flu ence was upon my mind. Dear Br. B., if sad things
hap pen do not let me know of them when I am away from home and
can do noth ing to ward a bet ter state of things. As to money dis cour- 
age ments, I do not care to go over this ground again. If the Lord will
not pro vide, we can not and had bet ter quit our work among the suf- 
fer ing, for it is all up with us. But He will pro vide, and never as- 
suredly by our doubt and fears, but by an im plicit con fi dence in His
in fi nite mercy. Oh, may He strengthen our faith greatly and fill us
with the sweet sense of ‘His eter nal mer cies in Je sus Christ.’ Has He
given us His own Son and will He not with Him freely give us all
things?”

Here is his es ti mate of the char ac ter and ser vices of one of the saintly, self-
deny ing Ger man pi o neers in Mil wau kee:

“A tele graphic dis patch from Br. S. brings the sad news that my
dearly beloved brother and friend, Muehlhaeuser, has fallen
asleep.”What an il lus tra tion his life was of the power of an earnest
and holy min istry. No one man of our un ob tru sive min istry has
wrought such re sults. Help Lord, for the godly man ceaseth, for the
right eous fail from among the sons of men."

Here is a let ter brim ful of in ter est about his west ern in sti tu tions and the
west ern mis sion field in gen eral. It is one of the last let ters to his beloved
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Bassler who was mak ing his la.st brave fight against the re lent less in roads
of his fi nal ill ness:

“My dear Br. Bassler. Grace and peace! Your fa vor reached me an
hour af ter my ar rival here in Chicago from Mil wau kee whither I had
gone for var i ous rea sons. The fact that you are not worse but rather
bet ter cheers me very much…My visit to Mil wau kee was a truly
agree able one, the in sti tu tion un der good sis ter Bar bara and W.
Huth’s faith ful care is do ing a blessed work. The gar dens and grounds
are sin gu lar ly green and fresh as well as most fruit ful, while the clear
brac ing air is some thing al to gether new to me af ter liv ing this sum- 
mer in the swel ter ing at mos phere of Pitts burgh. Oh, what a mercy
that hos pi tal is to the suf fer ing in Wis con sin.”When I was there on
Fri day last the Rev. Pas tor Braun, a min is ter of the Wis con sin Synod,
on his way to Ger many with his wife and six lit tle chil dren, was
brought to the hos pi tal, sick unto death. The poor man, I fear, can not
last long, but he is happy in the love of God and in the com forts of a
Chris tian home. I for got all my cares and toils when I looked upon
this poor suf ferer thus cared for in the hour of need.

"The In sti tu tion is work ing its way into the con fi dence of all good men and
the Protes tants of all de nom i na tions feel that it is a most blessed thing for
the com mon cause to have such a re treat in the hour of suf fer ing… But
most of all do I miss my dear old friend, Muehlhaeuser, whose pres ence
greatly re freshed my spirit on each suc ceed ing visit to Mil wau kee. So we
pass away, one com ing and an other go ing, un til at last we shall all stand be- 
fore the Judge of quick and dead.

"I am of ten sorry that I can not live and la bor out in this vast re gion
ex clu sively. The field is so large and so white to the har vest while the
la bor ers are so few. Last week in one day fif teen hun dred Nor we gians
passed through Mil wau kee. The next day one thou sand and for days
as many as five hun dred and up wards, all for ‘Min ne sota.’ The fact is
our north west ern States will soon be very largely Lutheran and that,
too, with the best Lutheran ma te rial from the Old World. Oh, for the
spirit and power of the High est to meet these vast obli ga tions as ser- 
vants of Christ and of His Church!
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“Young Muehlhaeuser goes to Phil a del phia with the be gin ning of
the ses sion. He is a lovely youth, frank, de vout, tal ented and hum ble.
I had promised his fa ther on his deathbed that I would see that he got
two hun dred dol lars an nu ally while in Phil a del phia. In Ger many he
was sup ported by the ‘Langeuburg Verein’ and won der ful to re late
God so ar ranged it that a per son whom I took up from Chicago with
me to visit the hos pi tal who ac ci den tally made his ac quain tance with- 
out a word from mo, asked whether he might not be per mit ted to ed u- 
cate the young man. Truly God’s ways are won der ful and past find ing
out”The mer ci ful Lord be with you and your dear wife. Do not for get
my earnest coun sel in my last about walk ing and rid ing. The ease is a
press ing one and you must hear ken to the voice of stern ne ces sity,
cost what it will. I think the rush of the fash ion ables is over, and now
you will have things much qui eter than be fore. I en close the fifty dol- 
lars spo ken of. More will fol low as you have need."

Of the bit ter op po si tion to the hos pi tal at Mil wau kee, be cause it har bored
and cared for the loath some and oth er wise aban doned small-pox suf fer ers,
of the ef forts to ruin its prop erty and of the be gin ning of the new build ing in
1883, he writes:

"For fif teen years it cared for the small-pox sick and for ev ery
form of con ta gion and in fec tion, that re li gion might not be dis hon- 
ored by the ne glect of mu nic i pal pro vi sions for these un for tu nate
ones. As a con se quence of this, a per se cu tion of the most un scrupu- 
lous char ac ter hunted and hounded the In sti tu tion long af ter a City
pest-house was erected else where. Noth ing was left un done to de- 
fame and de stroy it. A square of its beau ti ful grounds was cut off by
forc ing a street through them and the en tire cost of its con struc tion,
amount ing to six thou sand dol lars, was as sessed to the hos pi tal. The
leg is la ture even was in voked to cut an other street through the re main- 
der, and when this was de feated only by the great est ex er tion an at- 
tempt was made to re peal the char ter. But the hand of God was over it
and all these ef forts failed. The hos pi tal grounds, con sist ing of two
en tire squares of the high est land in the city re mained un touched and
are ded i cated for ever to the mer ci ful pur poses of their orig i nal pur- 
chase. On this beau ti ful el e va tion a new ca pa cious hos pi tal is now in
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progress of erec tion. Its mas sive foun da tions were laid last au tumn.
For two weeks past a mul ti tude of busy men have been at the brick
work, and the first story above the base ment will be fin ished in a few
days. The work man ship is of the very best char ac ter, the ma te rial of
beau ti ful cream-col ored Mil wau kee brick and all the other com po- 
nent parts of qual i ties to se cure the great est pos si ble strength and
com fort to the In sti tu tion.

“We be speak an in ter est in the prayers of God’s peo ple for this im- 
por tant un der tak ing. Look ing at it from its hu man side, its mag ni tude
ap palls us and its suc cess seems im pos si ble. We can not see any
earthly source from which the nec es sary means can come. But if we
re gard it in its true light, as a refuge for Christ’s suf fer ing ones in
sick ness and poverty and death, know ing its ab so lute need, we can not
doubt that God will pro vide all needed means. The cause is His, not
ours. The suf fer ers are the pur chase of His blood. He has all hearts in
His hand, and can fill them with thoughts of sweet est char ity. We
know it is not for self, or pride, or vain glory, but for His glory that
this work has been com menced and con tin ued to this day. He shall
have all the praise. He shall have all the honor. And to Him shall be
as cribed all the glory. There fore, let the Church help us by its faith
and its prayers unto God. The Lord hath need of it. Even now His
suf fer ing chil dren from dis tant states in the great North west are seek- 
ing heal ing within its walls. It will be a Bethesda for thou sands in
com ing time. Let prayer, then be made unto God with out ceas ing and
the Lord wdll hear ken and send de liv er ance.”

Of the crush ing calamity that be fell the Mil wau kee Hos pi tal in the in cen di- 
ary fire in Au gust, 1883, he writes to the read ers of the Work man:

"Mil wau kee Hos pi tal, Au gust, 25, 1883.

"Dear read ers, two weeks have nearly lapsed since I reached this
place. The scene which greeted me was a piti ful one. The roof less
walls of our ‘holy and beau ti ful house’ were black ened with fire and
scorched with flame. The lit tle group of sis ters and helpers who
waited my com ing and poor pa tients even met me with tears and sor- 
row ful greet ings. When I saw that there was no loss of life, and that
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char ac ter was not de stroyed and prin ci ple still lived, what could I do
but give thanks to a mer ci ful God who had min gled His com pas sion
with His chas ten ing. Then, too, af ter wards, on a close in spec tion of
the build ing, we found that the de struc tion was not so to tal as we had
been led to be lieve. The en tire foun da tion and two thirds of the brick
walls were not se ri ously in jured, and if the work of re build ing could
be com menced im me di ately, the whole struc ture might again be en- 
closed be fore win ter.

"But the sad dest of all was the wan ton de struc tion of this no ble
ed i fice by the hands of an in cen di ary. About this there can be no
man ner of doubt. Not only was the build ing not yet oc cu pied, but the
fire had not been suf fered to be brought into it. Even the fire of
plumbers had been made on the out side of the build ing. At nine
o’clock on Mon day night the ar chi tect Mr. Chas. Birkner ac com pa- 
nied by his wife, vis ited ev ery part, from the first story to the roof,
and re mained for a time to en joy the view of the city spread out be- 
low. At five o’clock on Tues day morn ing, Aug. 14, the third story
from end to end was dis cov ered to be one sheet of fire and flame. In
the judg ment of the Fire De part ment, the build ing must have been set
on fire si mul ta ne ously at many places, and in all prob a bil ity by shav- 
ings of pa per steeped in kerosene. What mo tive could have ac tu ated a
hu man be ing to wreak his vengeance on a house of mercy for the suf- 
fer ing, we can not com pre hend, nor do we know who this fiend can
be. Sus pi cion, in deed, rests strongly on a cer tain per son, but the ev i- 
dences thus far are want ing to jus tify an ar rest. But the work was
done and done so thor oughly that the slate roof and en tire wood work,
in clud ing the floor and joists were com pletely burnt. The whole was
ready for the plas ter ers and the sides as well as ceil ing were al ready
lathed. Then it was that the torch of the in cen di ary was ap plied, and
ruin and des o la tion were the speedy re sults.

"An other sad dis cour age ment is the ab sence of an in sur ance on the
build ing. The con trac tors had al ready spo ken to an agent and as the
chapel roof would be com pleted in a few days, they pro posed then to
take out a builders’ risk as is cus tom ary in such cases. The loss, with
the ex cep tion of a few small con tracts, falls upon the con trac tors. The
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case was, how ever, one of pe cu liar suf fer ing. Though we were not li- 
able, in law or eq uity, for the heavy loss, this was so se ri ous that the
con trac tors could not bear up un der it. A spe cial meet ing of the Board
of Vis i tors was there fore called and it was unan i mously agreed that
the in sti tu tion should as sume one third of the loss. The whole of this
will prob a bly be up wards of twenty thou sand dol lars, so that the one
third of this with the orig i nal con tract price must be raised by the hos- 
pi tal. This large sum is en tirely be yond our weak abil ity to col lect. As
we have said be fore, ‘The Lord must pro vide the nec es sary means.’
And in the con fi dent con vic tion of this, we have signed the pa pers for
its im me di ate re build ing and calmly await the un fold ing of the mys te- 
ri ous Prov i dence which has made the im pos si ble work still more im- 
pos si ble to us. But with God all things are pos si ble. The re sources of
the uni verse are in His hands and at Hu dis posal. ‘Now unto Him
who is able to do ex ceed ing abun dantly above all that we can ask or
think, to Him be the glory by the Church through out all ages, world
with out end. Amen.’

"The great bless ing in this try ing time is the char ac ter of the con- 
trac tors, Messers. Homm righausen and Pil ger. Even be fore our ar- 
rival, they had or dered brick for the third story. They were in deed east
down but not de stroyed, and since then they have worked with great
en ergy to save the walls by new joists and the nec es sary gird ers and
sup ports. The peril to life has been very great, but thus far not with- 
stand ing the high winds, there have been no ac ci dents. If the weather
con tin ues fa vor able, it is hoped to have the build ing as far ad vanced
as be fore the fire, in about six weeks. The hope of fin ish ing and oc cu- 
py ing this win ter must, how ever, be aban doned. This is an other great
trial and draw back, as an other win ter of dif fi culty and un sat is fac tory
work in the old build ing will be un avoid able. These and many other
se ri ous con se quences are un avoid able, and each day will re veal new
and un ex pected dif fi cul ties in con se quence of this sad calamity.

"But God lives and reigns. Even the wrath of man shall praise
Him, and He will re strain the re main der thereof. It is at a time like
this that we are called to be lieve that ‘all things work to gether for
good to those who love God.’ How this will he, is not for us to say,
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nor is it pos si ble for us to un der stand how it can be. But God’s Word
abides, and He will do all His plea sure. He hath said, ‘What I do,
thou know est not now, but thou shalt know here after.’ Shall we not,
there fore, say, ‘Even so, Fa ther, for so it seemeth good in Thy sight?’

‘It is the Lord! It is the Lord! Let Him do what seemeth Him
good.’

“We have be fore asked a re mem brance of this im por tant in ter est in
the sym pa thies and prayers of God’s peo ple. To-day we ask for more.
We like wise ask for their char i ties. But we do this with a be com ing
mod esty, un will ing to di rect the stream of mercy from other needed
ob jects. With this un der stand ing we will grate fully re ceive the mite of
the poor and the bounty of the rich to ward the re build ing of this hos- 
pi tal so greatly needed for the sick and suf fer ing over the whole
North west. Here, where a new world in vites the poor from all lands,
where the Church has the might i est prob lem to solve for ‘pure and
un de filed re li gion,’ and where sin and sick ness abound on ev ery side,
a lit tle com pany of Chris tians are toil ing by night and by day in min- 
is tra tions to the suf fer ing. They nei ther ask nor re ceive an earthly re- 
ward. They only de sire a proper shel ter for the sick and the stranger
within their gates that they may re ceive them, min is ter unto them and
heal them in the name of Christ or pre pare them to die in Christ and
in peace. For them selves they ask noth ing, but for these, the poor, the
shat tered, the af flicted, they ask ev ery thing that love can give. They
have but one mo tive, the love of God. They of fer but one ar gu ment,
the words of Christ, ‘Inas much as ye have done it unto one of these,
the least of my dis ci ples, ye have done it unto me.’”

Of the open ing of the re built Hos pi tal two years af ter its de struc tion by fire,
he writes ed i to ri ally, Sept. 25, 1884:

"Ten days of in ces sant work com pleted the clos ing up of mul ti- 
tudi nous de tails, and Sat ur day night, Sept. 20, wit nessed groups of la- 
bor ing men in their hol i day at tire, mak ing their way to the new build- 
ing. The whole ed i fice was. beau ti fully il lu mi nated, the gas for the
first time hav ing been turned on from the Cedar Street main, and ev- 
ery room, ward and pas sage was bril liant with the cheer ful light. As
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the no ble struc ture stood out against the dark sky, the stained glass in
the tran soms over the win dows and the three tall memo rial win dows
in the chapel re flect ing their many col ored views, the spec ta cle was
an in spir ing one. The base ment story like wise was a scene of busy
and cheer ful ac tiv ity. Great ta bles had been built, side by side, around
which two hun dred per sons could find room, and these were cov ered
with a pro fu sion of sub stan tial and el e gant dishes with fruits and
choice green house flow ers. We had ex pressed the de sire to give the
con trac tors and all the men who had la bored on the new build ing
some slight ex pres sion of thanks for the man ner in which they per- 
formed their var i ous tasks in the erec tion of the hos pi tal, and sug- 
gested this mea sure of bring ing them to gether. The ladies of the
newly formed ‘Aid As so ci a tion’ at once kindly of fered their ser vices,
and how they car ried out their part of this for mi da ble un der tak ing we
have scarcely words to de scribe. Ev ery thing was done with an el e- 
gance and grace which was beau ti ful to con tem plate. The lead ing
ladies of the city gave them selves up to this work, and per son ally per- 
formed the ser vice. ‘The rich and the poor’ lit er ally ‘met to gether,’
and la bor felt it self re spected by the cour te ous at ten tions of the ‘chief
women not a few.’ Many brought their wives along, and the oc ca sion
was one of uni ver sal plea sure.

“Af ter the ‘col la tion’ was over, each one with flow ers in hand re- 
paired to the chapel to lis ten to a brief ad dress by J. II. Van Dyke,
Esq., of the Mil wau kee bar, in which the grate ful ap pre ci a tion of the
Board of Vis i tors, the friends and the Di rec tor of the hos pi tal was ex- 
pressed to all who had la bored on the build ing, from the hum blest in- 
di vid ual to the con trac tor and the ar chi tect whose de signs had been so
faith fully car ried out in the work man like man ner in which the en tire
struc ture was com pleted. A few re marks fol lowed by the Ed i tor of the
Work man, di rect ing at ten tion to the ad van tages of such in sti tu tions,
not only in car ing for the in di gent sick, but also in re liev ing per sons
of small means dur ing sea sons of ex tended suf fer ing, and at a cost so
mod er ate that em bar rass ment and debt need not fol low such times of
trial. It was nearly ten o’clock when the com pany parted wuth many
ex pres sions of good will. The joy of all seemed to be gen eral that out
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of a pile of black ened ru ins so cheer ful and beau ti ful a struc ture had
risen, to glo rify God and to re lieve suf fer ing men.”

An other of the many faith ful work ers and sis ters who were a great com fort
to Dr. Pas sa vant was Sis ter Martha Gen sike, who for up wards of twenty
years has borne the bur dens and en dured the tri als and dis ap point ments as
di rect ing sis ter in the Mil wau kee Hos pi tal, and is still at her post. Dr. Pas sa- 
vant ap pre ci ated her faith ful ser vices, and she ap pre ci ated his con fi dence,
his coun sel and his com fort. Here is one of his char ac ter is tic let ters of en- 
cour age ment:

"I am very grate ful to God that He has en abled you to go through
the try ing du ties of your po si tion so cheer fully and com fort ably. It is
of God’s great mercy that He has been with us and ac knowl edges our
fee ble work for Him. We are, in deed, not wor thy of this great priv i- 
lege. Tens of thou sands of young women are spend ing the flower of
their youth in so-called ‘so ci ety’ with its ‘balls,’ its ‘ger mans,’ its
‘pro gres sive eu cher par ties,’ its ‘re cep tions,’ its ‘mas quer ades’ and
other non sense. But tens of thou sands more who love God are long- 
ing for some thing bet ter, which will sat isfy the heart and bless oth ers.
Would to God that they were turned ’ as the rivers of wa ter are
turned,’ to some thing bet ter than lives of in dul gence and self-pleas ing
and in do lence. But what can we say or do ex cept what we are do ing?
We can only be faith ful in our hum ble spheres and min is ter to those
who come to us suf fer ing and mis er able.

“This is our ‘tes ti mony’ for Him who died for us, and, ver ily, it
will not be in vain. The de vout peo ple of other churches and even the
un be liev ing must see that this is a work of God, and they will in due
time come to our aid in a very dif fer ent man ner from now.”

And here he gen tly chides and cheers her when she is dis cour aged:

"Dr. Roth’s let ter of this week has given me no small anx i ety. I
read be tween the lines that you are like Martha of old, ‘care ful about
many things.’ It is not, this time, about helpers in our com mon work
so much as about the means to carry on the work. You miss the con- 
stant in flow of the pa tient and the pay ment of the pri vate room, which
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for so long a time en abled you to feel quite com fort able when bills
and ex penses rolled in upon you. How could it be oth er wise than that
you should feel the dif fer ence be tween the past full ness and the
present scarcity! I know all about this feel ing and can truly and
deeply sym pa thize with you. I have been much in such sit u a tions for
forty years and am con stantly in it now, and the only way in which I
can keep up courage is to al ways re peat to my self the com fort ing
words, ‘The Lord will pro vide.’ He has al ways pro vided, if not in one
way yet in an other, if not in my way, yet in His way, if not in my
time, yet in His own time.

"When we know this it is sin ful for us to doubt and to be wor ried
about this or that. Let us faith fully do our duty to the suf fer ing un der
our care, to the poor est as well as to those of am ple means. ‘The
poor,’ Je sus says, ‘ye have al ways with you.’ This to me is a great
con so la tion. The Blessed One will be the pay mas ter. ‘He will not
leave us com fort less." He will come unto us. "Haben wir Ihn, so haen
wir alles.’ Know ing this, ‘let not your heart be trou bled.’ Pray on,
work on, sing on, and cheer fully look up to God and say in con fi dent
faith: ‘Give us this day our daily bread.’

“I have of ten found that when our need is the great est our help is
the near est. God of ten per mits us to get down very low so that He
may aid us; and re mem ber. He can not aid us un less we are in such
state of hum ble ex pec ta tion that we mo men tar ily look for His gra- 
cious in ter fer ence for our re lief. This is the state in which I pray that I
may al ways be. I am draw ing near unto it now, I feel as never be fore
that ‘we have no strength, we are with out coun sel, but our eyes are
unto Thee, God.’ On ev ery side, at the dif fer ent in sti tu tions, the needs
are press ing me sorely. But just be cause this is the case, I feel a cheer- 
ful con fi dence that the Lord will pro vide and shall be glo ri fied in the
de liv er ance He brings.”

And again:

"I reached here safely, but so weary that I could not write last
night. I there fore write this morn ing so as not un duly to de lay cer tain
things. And ‘first,’ as the preach ers say, you must look af ter your
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health. I do not won der that you were sick and that you feel mis er able
at times. But now that the cause of most of the trou bles is re moved, I
hope you will faith fully use some reme dies, and, work ing with a
more hope ful spirit, your mind and body will re vive as the corn and
the trees in sum mer show ers. Do your ut most to be reg u lar, go ing to
rest at ten o’clock, not later, and tak ing some ex er cise daily, even
though only go ing to town in the street cars to pay bills. …

"It would be well to go care fully over your books and see if any
back stand ing bills or bal ances are yet un paid. Then make out a list
and in po lite notes try to get it col lected. The Ger mans say, ‘The mild
power is mighty,’ and this is es pe cially true in send ing bills and writ- 
ing let ters for the money. Yon can say with truth that the hos pi tal is
main tained only by oc ca sional do na tions of char i ta ble peo ple and the
small charges made for pay pa tients. But this is in suf fi cient to sup port
the nu mer ous char ity pa tients we re ceive, and the con se quence is that
we are heav ily in debt and are fre quently em bar rassed for a few dol- 
lars to pay the most nec es sary bills. Un der these cir cum stances, with- 
out wish ing to dis tress those who are still in debt to the hos pi tal, we
would es teem it a spe cial fa vor if the amount could be sent us. The
money can be sent to the ad dress of Sis ter Martha Gen sicke, Mil wau- 
kee Hos pi tal, Mil wau kee, in checks to above or any Wis con sin bank,
or in postal or ders.

"One thing more. Sup pose you con sider whether it would not be
pos si ble to have all the sis ters and pro ba tion ers meet evenings, say at
eight o’clock, in the sis ters’ par lor and do their work to gether, ei ther
for the In sti tu tions or for them selves. If one would oc ca sion ally read
from some mis sion or dea coness re ports, it would greatly en large
their sphere of knowl edge and thought. You will find in my room
among the pa pers on the chair some Ger man mis sion jour nals which
greatly in ter ested me and would greatly in ter est all and carry them a
spe cial bless ing. Even if there was noth ing but friendly con ver sa tion
and a plate with ap ples, etc., to close at nine o’clock, such a ‘Zusam- 
menkom men’ would be of ser vice to scat ter thought and pre pare the
mind for rest.
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“‘Und nun,’ may our lov ing Fa ther stand by you, dear sis ter, and
make you an in creas ing bene dic tion to many. My anx ious prayers go
up for you con tin u ally, both for your soul and your body. If any one
ever re peats an un kind thing to you which an other has said, say to
them kindly. ‘Please never re peat any un wor thy thing to me again. I
can not for a mo ment be oc cu pied with any un kind thoughts about
oth ers.’”

And here we must not for get Sis ter Mary for Martha has her Mary
— the faith ful, mod est, pa tient Mary, who has be come “of age” in the
culi nary de part ment. She is too mod est to re spond to re peated re- 
quests for some ex pe ri ences with Dr. Pas sa vant. Yet no one has done
more for the health, the com fort and the en joy ment of the thou sands
of pa tients who have passed through the hos pi tal. She knows what
each pa tient needs and what he must forego. She knows how to pre- 
pare and serve the most nour ish ing, palat able, tempt ing and yet harm- 
less del i ca cies. Dr. Pas sa vant knew the value of her ser vice and ap- 
pre ci ated her highly. Nat u rally she would some times grow tired of
her hum ble ser vice and would go to the Doc tor for re lease or change
of po si tion. And then the Doc tor would turn those won der ful, per sua- 
sive eyes upon her and qui etly say: ‘Sis ter Mary’, if you knew how I
have prayed that God may en able you to re main stead fast and be pa- 
tient in your good work! And Sis ter Mary would dry her tears and go
back to her kitchen, pray for pa tience and cook for pa tients. And
there she is to-day, the mas ter ful man ager of her de part ment. And
when the fi nal ac counts are cast up and the di vine ap pre ci a tion is pro- 
nounced, Sis ter Mary will not stand last. Yes, the Blessed Mas ter, to
whom she min is tered in the thou sands of sick, whose lonely hours
she cheered and glad dened, will not for get Sis ter Mary.

Of Dr. Pas sa vant’s so lic i tude for the com fort of the sis ters when trav el ing,
this note to Sis ter Martha is a beau ti ful il lus tra tion:

“The en closed will en able you and Mary to get tick ets for Pitts- 
burgh from the Union De pot in Chicago. You will ask Mr. Geo. Bean,
the comer of the restau rant on the same floor as the ticket of fice, to
go with you for the tick ets (men tion ing my name to him.) Be sure to
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take the Mil wau kee and St. Paul Road, the de pot is the one near est to
you. See if a train does not leave at eleven o’clock on Mon day morn- 
ing. Your ob ject is to make the Pitts burgh train which leaves Chicago
(Union De pot) at 3:15 in the af ter noon. That will bring you to Pitts- 
burgh at seven to eight on the morn ing of Tues day. I will (D. v.) meet
you at the de pot in Pitts burgh. Be sure to get a lunch with cof fee be- 
fore start ing, so as to for tify. Also pur chase (when you get your tick- 
ets) a lower berth for two dol lars and fifty cents. One is broad enough
for two. In or der to let the air in, pin up the lower part of the cur tain
near your feet. Have the pil low made so that your feet will be to wards
the en gine. Be sure to get the sleeper ticket for the lower berth and
thus se cure a rest ing place. I will ar range the mat ter of the ex penses
when we meet. If you have more money than it is safe to leave, de- 
posit it in the name of the hos pi tal at Ill s ley’s.”

It was one of his many beau ti ful cus toms to re mem ber all of his helpers
with some suit able to ken of ap pre ci a tion and es teem at Christ mas time.
When we con sider that Jack sonville made his sev enth in sti tu tion, and that
ev ery helper in all of the seven as well as many a poor home mis sion ary
was re mem bered ev ery Christ mas, we can ap pre ci ate in part the thought
and care and la bor and ex pense be stowed on giv ing hap pi ness to oth ers at
this happy sea son which he had learned in his child hood home to ap pre ci ate
so highly.

Of his in ter est in and min is tra tion to the pa tients Sis ter Martha writes:

“Dr. Pas sa vant al ways was very kind to all the pa tients in the hos- 
pi tal. One time he had come from Pitts burgh on the day be fore a
young woman was to be op er ated upon. The mother asked him kindly
to see her daugh ter and have prayer with her be fore go ing into the op- 
er at ing room. He saw the pa tient, and af ter that was just as much con- 
cerned as if she had been one of his own fam ily. Again and again he
said, ‘Sis ter, have you heard how the poor suf ferer is? This has op- 
pressed me so sorely that I am un able to do any work this morn ing.
Please let me hear as soon as you can how the pa tient is if they bring
her back to her room.’ He was in the hos pi tal for sev eral weeks af ter
this but never did a day pass when with all his many du ties he did not
find time for the short visit in the pa tient’s room.”
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Here are a few of the many mirac u lous de liv er ances he ex pe ri enced in his
long ca reer. Sis ter Martha writes:

"On one visit at the hos pi tal he had a pay ment of one thou sand
dol lars com ing due; he had been see ing all the peo ple who used to
help him, walk ing the streets for two weeks with out re sponse. The
day came, but he had not been able to col lect a sin gle dol lar, and his
many press ing du ties made it nec es sary to take the noon train for
Pitts burgh. How could he leave and not pay what he owed? He saw
no way, but re solved to tell all to his Lord in prayer, and qui etly wait
for de liv er ance. He called on all the pa tients in the hos pi tal, firmly
trust ing in the Lord, say ing the Lord can and will help in this kind of
per plex ity. The morn ing passed, and he was get ting very anx ious, not
know ing what he should do. He had to leave, but how could he do so
hon or ably if he could not pay? It was eleven o’clock when he was
told a lady asked to see Dr. Pas sa vant. He went to the par lor. Af ter
ask ing if he was Dr. Pas sa vant, she said: ‘I have one thou sand dol lars
which I would like you to keep for me six weeks, as I don’t know just
what to do with it un til then. I will then call for it here.’ When he
spoke of giv ing her se cu rity she thought it un nec es sary, as she
thought he was a true Chris tian gen tle man. Not even her name she
thought of giv ing him un til he in sisted that it was only right, as some- 
thing might hap pen to him and she might not have any thing show ing
that he had re ceived money from her. I can yet hear him say how
much he felt ashamed for not hav ing more faith and trust ing his heav- 
enly Fa ther more im plic itly.

"At an other time, af ter walk ing for six weeks, try ing to col lect
funds when we did not know how to pay the bills, the only thing he
got was a hal ter for the cow. It was at such times when he was tried
so se verely that his firm, stead fast faith would stand out so bright and
clear, and will ing to abide by what his Lord thought best.

"Af ter the hos pi tal was de stroyed by fire all were lament ing about
the heavy loss, wor ry ing about Dr. Pas sa vant, think ing this would al- 
most crush him. But he came, and his gen tle, quiet man ner, his trust
in what the Lord could and would do, was so won der ful that it had a



451

qui et ing ef fect on all of us. He said his great anx i ety was re lieved
when he knew that no life was lost. ‘Brick and wood we can get
again,’ he said. ‘This the Lord will pro vide all in his own way, so we
have noth ing to fear.’

“At one time the sup ply had got ten so low that he was in formed
that un less he could get some thing they would be un able to give the
pa tients their din ner. Af ter telling his trou ble to the One ever ready to
help, he started out, not know ing where to get help. When he got
about a square away from the hos pi tal an old drunken man whom he
had helped in Pitts burgh met him and would not let him go un til he
had taken him into sev eral stores where he was ac quainted. He partly
so licited and partly pur chased a goodly sup ply of pro vi sions for the
hos pi tal.”

Here is a de liv er ance re ported to us by the Rev. W. F. Eyster:

“On a cer tain oc ca sion he was in great need of five hun dred dol- 
lars to meet some pay ment for one of his In sti tu tions, and while walk- 
ing aim lessly along the street in Pitts burgh, hop ing and pray ing for
de liv er ance, he met Dr. Tay lor, who in quired con cern ing his benev o- 
lent work. To which he replied that he was just then in sore dis tress
for five hun dred dol lars and knew not where it was to come from. ‘I
can tell you,’ replied Dr. Tay lor. ‘It is in Chas. Brewer’s pocket.“How
is that?’ in quired Dr. Pas sa vant. ’I do not un der stand you.”Why,’ an- 
swered Dr. Tay lor, ‘I have just seen Mr. Brewer, upon whom I called
and so licited a do na tion for a benev o lent pur pose, and he in formed
me that he had just set apart all his avail able funds amount ing to five
hun dred dol lars for one of Mr. Pas sa vant’s In sti tu tions. The money is,
there fore, wait ing for you in Mr. Brewer’s pocket.’ It is need less to
say that his pocket was soon re lieved, to the great sat is fac tion of
Dr. Pas sa vant. Mr. Chas. Brewer was a very lib eral sup porter of
Dr. Pas sa vant’s in sti tu tions, and at his death left them a lib eral be- 
quest.”

Of the faith ful and oft times heroic work of his dea conesses he writes af fec- 
tion ately in an ed i to rial of Dec. 10, 1891:
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"For more than forty years it has been our priv i lege to be as so ci- 
ated with a band of faith ful dea conesses in works of Chris tian char ity.
Dur ing all this time it has pleased our gra cious Fa ther to spare the
lives of these de voted women ‘who la bored with us in the gospel’ in
the midst of the mul ti plied forms of dis ease and pesti lence to which
they are ex posed. In the vis i ta tions of cholera, small-pox, ship fever
and other forms of con ta gion, they have min is tered to the sick and
dy ing for many years, but un til now they have es caped un hurt. The
only break ing down was from over-ex er tion and the con tin ued toil of
these long and try ing years. Re cently, how ever, it has pleased God to
lead them through the val ley and shadow of death, and of their num- 
ber, in the vigor of her young life, one has fallen at the post of duty.
The par tic u lars of this sor row ful event are given in a let ter of our
Chicago cor re spon dent. They re veal a con di tion of things which calls
for a spe cial no tice.

"One is, the help ful ness of woman’s ser vice in times of pesti lence
and death. A bru tal man thrusts a poor girl from his dwelling when
over come by dis ease, and in the wide world there seems no place for
her but in woman’s lov ing heart. They take in the stranger and min is- 
ter to her in the name of Christ. The driv ing rain out of which she had
come for bids the idea of send ing her to the re mote ‘pest-house’ which
the city pro vides, but into which few but small-pox cases ever find
their way, and this is the his tory not of one but of mul ti tudes. Dur ing
these forty years nearly two thou sand per sons with in fec tious or con- 
ta gious dis eases were nursed in a sep a rate build ing at the dif fer ent
hos pi tals un der their care. Among these were cases which were
eclipsed as with the dark ness of death, and with ev ery mi nor form of
loath some suf fer ing and of fa tal pesti lence. The city and State make
san i tary laws and erect places of shel ter, but the great thing in the
hour of dan ger is not so much want of bod ily care as the lov ing heart
and will ing hands of Chris tian women to min is ter to a suf fer ing one.

“And the sec ond thought is that Chris tian hero ism is needed for
such a ser vice. The pesti lence walketh in dark ness and wasteth at
noon day. It pas seth by or it strikes down, by some mys te ri ous law
which man can not com pre hend. And hence, like the pro fes sion of the
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sol dier, the call ing of a Chris tian dea coness is full of ter ror. In the
midst of life they are in the way of death; they may not count their
life dear for the love they bear for Him who bids them do all their
things as unto Him self. It is to this de vo tion to Christ that the Church
is called by this af flic tive event. What is life, if not for Christ as well
as in Christ? In this age of soft ness and self-pleas ing we need this
high de vo tion of un selfish souls, this death to the world, this life unto
God, this heroic in dif fer ence to con se quences to our selves, which en- 
ables us to ex claim, ‘Whether we live, we live unto the Lord, and
whether we die, we die unto the Lord; whether we live, there fore, or
die, we are the Lord’s.’”

In the win ter of 1892, the Doc tor be came a pa tient in his own Dea coness
Hos pi tal in Mil wau kee.

When re cov er ing, he sent this ed i to rial note to his pa per:

“The ed i tor is yet in the ‘dry-dock for re pairs,’ at the hos pi tal in
Mil wau kee. It is the fifth week, and we de voutly thank God for a
grad ual re cov ery. In stead of gloom there is glad ness in the sick room.
The beau ti ful city is be fore us, and the ‘beau ti ful snow’ all around us,
but the at mos phere of the hos pi tal is that of Flor ida, and while it is
fif teen de grees be low zero with out, within it is sev enty above. Lit er- 
ally, we have all things and abound; and not for our sakes so much as
for the house full of suf fer ers do we in all things give thanks. Next to
the lov ing prov i dence of God this in sti tu tion is the re sult of the skill
of able physi cians and the faith ful ser vices of our Chris tian sis ters
who have la bored and have not fainted dur ing all the long years since
the hos pi tal was com menced, in 1863. These weeks of re treat have
not been in vain. They have also been weeks of ob ser va tion and of
con stant giv ing of thanks unto God. In the weary night watches, how
of ten have we been star tled by the ring ing of the bell and the com ing
of con veyances with the in jured, or the heavy groans of suf fer ing in
the rooms and wards, and again by the quick re sponse and the help ful
of fices of woman’s gen tle touch. If there is a place out side of the
Chris tian fam ily nearer heaven than all oth ers, it is where Chris tian
women thus de vote them selves to the min is tra tions to Christ in the
per sons of His suf fer ing ones, and do it in the glad re sponse of a lov- 
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ing heart to Him who had re deemed them by His blood. What life so
sweet as a life thus laid upon the al tar, a liv ing sac ri fice to the Son of
God who pitied, suf fered and died for us.”

1. A life long friend and sup porter of the hos pi tal who as sisted
Mr. Pas sa vant with ad vice and money in procur ing the site and in
whose of fice the pur chase was ef fected, re cently re hearsed to the
writer this in ci dent, not men tioned by Pas sa vant:

“While the ad min is tra tors of the prop erty and Mr. Pas sa vant were
sit ting to gether in my of fice and the de scrip tion and price were read
Mr. P. sat silently by with his eyes closed. When they asked him
whether he had any ob jec tion to the price or terms, which” re quired
one thou sand dol lars in cash and the bal ance on time, he an swered,
‘none’ and still sat with his closed eyes turned up ward. As the fi nal
words were be ing writ ten in the deed, a ser vant an nounced that Mr. P.
was wanted in the ad join ing room. He went out and in a few min utes
re turned with beam ing face and laid down a thou sand dol lars. Dur ing
the ne go ti a tions he had not had a dol lar in his pocket. Now a friend
had un ex pect edly ap peared and put the money in his hands."↩ 

2. He had com mit ted to mem ory a num ber of the choic est po ems of
Har bach’s Harfe. By re peat ing these in his own inim itable way he
would of ten so lace him self and en ter tain his friends.↩ 

3. This re minds the writer how, when Dr. Pas sa vant was vis it ing him
in Fargo, N. D., and we had in vited sev eral Nor we gian Lutheran min- 
is ters to dine with us, we af ter wards sat in the study and talked over
the in ter ests of the Lutheran church in the Red Kiver Val ley and the
need of a Lutheran hos pi tal in Fargo. Be fore we sep a rated the Doc tor
in vited us all to unite with him in prayer on our bended knees. He then
of fered up one of those re mark able prayers that can never be for got ten.
How won der fully, how ten derly, how touch ingly, how trust fully he
gath ered up the weak nesses, the wants and the woes of Zion and of her
dear chil dren, spread them all be fore his Lord and laid them on the
lov ing heart of his heav enly Fa ther. One of the min is ters present that
af ter noon was the Rev. J. O. Hougen, one of our dear friends and one
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of the most gifted men in the United Nor we gian Church. Years af ter- 
wards he told us that he could never for get that af ter noon, and that one
meet ing with Dr. Pas sa vant had been an in spi ra tion to him ever af ter.↩ 
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17. Chicago Hos pi tal –
Bassler’s Death – Pas sa vant’s

In flu ence.

IN STI TU TIONAL LIFE brings with it a large mea sure of wor ries, cares
and dis ap point ments. Dr. Pas sa vant had his full share of these.

One of his great est per plex i ties was the se cur ing and hold ing of suit able
helpers in the dif fer ent In sti tu tions and their var i ous de part ments. Some
were self ish, slovenly, or slug gish. Their lazi ness and lack of neat ness were
a con stant source of ir ri ta tion. Oth ers might be will ing, hon est and earnest,
but they were so de void of com mon-sense, tact and man age ment that they
com mit ted all sorts of blun ders. These un wit tingly brought about loss and
ac ci dent and ex posed the man age ment to crit i cism. Oth ers again, and,
strange to say, these were of ten those who made the great est pre tense and
pro fes sion of piety, proved to be un re li able, de ceit ful and dis hon est. Still
oth ers were found guilty of se cret vices that would bring scan dal on the In- 
sti tu tions. All this would come back to the busy Di rec tor and would sorely
try and vex his right eous soul. He had no pa tience with in sin cer ity, cant and
hypocrisy, and at such times be came righ teously in dig nant and mer ci lessly
se vere. The John-like dis ci ple would feel like call ing down fire from
heaven and would be come a son of thun der in his fierce de nun ci a tions. Woe
unto the of fender who would thus fall un der his right eous wrath.

Tri als and trou bles of a dif fer ent sort would come when good, re li able
and ef fi cient helpers be came weary of well-do ing and no ti fied him that they
could serve no longer. This hap pened again and again with those on whom
he had hoped to lean and de pend. Some times a pro ba tioner or even a dea- 
coness would no tify him that she would fain be re leased from her vo ca tion.
At such times he would of ten plead most earnestly and elo quently. He
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would try his best to make the lot of the weary one more tol er a ble and
would of ten suc ceed in sav ing a valu able helper to the In sti tu tions. But
when he found that the dis con tented one was de ter mined to go, he would
be stow a part ing bless ing.

◊ The Pas sa vant Memo rial Hos pi tal Chicago. For merly “The
Emer gency Hos pi tal”

An other source of sor row and fre quent trial was the in grat i tude of those
who had eaten the In sti tu tion’s bread and en joyed its priv i leges. Or phans
would some times be come in cor ri gi ble and vi cious. One dis eased sheep
would in fect a flock. Again some of the older boys would run away, tak ing
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stolen plun der with them. The ten der Doc tor was no sen ti men tal soft ling.
He be lieved, with Solomon, in the rod of cor rec tion; with Luther, that the
rod must lie close to the ap ple, and that to spare the rod is to spoil the child.
He there fore in sisted on a fair though lov ing dis ci pline in his Or phan
Homes. Here is a let ter to Bassler who had re ported some base wicked ness
and run ning away:

“I can not ex press the deep and painful so lic i tude which your two
let ters gave me. These man i fes ta tions of sin and of strange and aw ful
per ver sity deeply de press my heart. At this dis tance, I can not search
out the cause, and my mind wan ders darkly in vague and sad
thoughts. One thing has struck me which I will men tion in con fi- 
dence: if I do wrong, God will surely for give me, for I do not de sire
or even think a wrong thought of one whom I so much re gard. It is
this: Is there not ground for the fear that pos si bly Mr. G. is too ar bi- 
trary and pas sion ate with the chil dren? I know the provo ca tion and I
would not have a move sug gested which you or Br. Holls would not
un der take in the way of guard ing against such dev il ment in the fu- 
ture. But think of it and ex am ine care fully into the causes of such a
ru inous ten dency to run off. I know by sad ex pe ri ence what this
means. Oh, that God would give us the grace to deal with this evil so
promptly that its power may be bro ken once and for ever. My refuge
is alone in prayer for the Holy Spirit of God in the hearts of our poor
chil dren. This alone can ef fec tu ally drive away and break up by the
roots the nox ious plants of sin which seem to have taken so deadly a
hold in the soil of their youth ful hearts.”

Again and again some of the pa tients in the hos pi tals, gen er ally those who
were in the char ity wards, would make trou ble. They would com plain bit- 
terly about their treat ment, abuse and some times curse the nurses and sis- 
ters, and slan der the In sti tu tions. Oth ers, when so far re stored as to be able
to get away, would steal what they could and slip off with out a “thank you”
or a “good-bye,” and some times those who were abun dantly able to pay
would leave with out set tling their bills.

Poor Sehla der mundt, the con sci en tious and care ful man ager of the Mil- 
wau kee Hos pi tal in the days of its early strug gles, was al most driven to dis- 
trac tion by such pa tients and more than once wor ried him self into ac tual ill- 
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ness. He would send Dr. Pas sa vant long let ters filled with vivid de scrip tion,
char ac ter i za tion, and forcible Ger man ep i thets. In less than two years he
wea ried of his of fice and to the great sor row of Dr. Pas sa vant sent in an un- 
con di tional res ig na tion.

We could fill page af ter page from let ters giv ing ac count of such pa tients
as those de scribed above, and it is their base less and slan der ous crit i cisms
which gave his en e mies oc ca sion to speak evil of Dr. Pas sa vant and his
work. Great were his daily sor rows and crosses. Oft times they made his
great heart sore. To his dy ing day the in grat i tude and de ceit of those whom
he had be friended caused him se cret pain. But in the midst of it all he never
lagged or lost in ter est in his work. Even when men high in the coun cils of
the In sti tu tions he had founded, men who owed their po si tions to him,
turned against him and gave him the Bru tus stab, he would pray and la bor
even as be fore. Few men ever had more or more bit ter dis ap point ments. But
amid them all he kept his sweet ness of tem per and spirit and lived and
loved and la bored.

The hos pi tal in Mil wau kee had now been es tab lished. The debt of
$12,000 with which it had started was paid. It now owned free from all en- 
cum brance that prom i nent, beau ti ful and valu able ten acres which it still oc- 
cu pies. By its un selfish and ef fi cient work of re liev ing the suf fer ings of all
who came for re lief with out re gard to class, creed, color or na tion al ity, it
had made for it self a warm place in the af fec tions of the best peo ple in Mil- 
wau kee. The good Di rec tor was happy and full of thanks giv ing to God for
these blessed re sults. Even his cau tious, hes i tat ing and doubt ing mother ad- 
mit ted the suc cess of the un der tak ing and was glad that her heroic son had
gone into the work, though against her ad vice.

She, with many other good friends of the Doc tor, hoped that he would
now rest sat is fied and give his at ten tion to see ing that his In sti tu tions were
prop erly main tained. They hoped that he would now give him self more of
the leisure and rest which they were per suaded he owed to him self.

But there was no rest for him. He was born for a stren u ous life. His na- 
ture re quired ac tiv ity. His spirit could not rest in full view of suf fer ing
which it was in his power to re lieve.

This is strik ingly ev i dent from the fol low ing in ci dent: In Au gust, 1864,
he was over come by heat and the strain of con stant ex er tion. He fi nally
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yielded to the press ing im por tu ni ties of his friends and went to At lantic City
for a week’s rest. But the ex pense of re main ing there did not suit him. He
says:

“My pocket book could not long en dure the pres sure of three fifty
per day, with out an ut ter col lapse.” But the en forced idle ness was
even harder to en dure than the high prices. He writes to Pas tor
Bassler on his re turn to Pitts burgh: “Oh, how thank ful I am to be once
more at home. Never be fore for ten years have I been away with out
work on hand and this time I could not man age to spend the time. Do- 
ing noth ing away from home was sim ply a bur den. La bor of body and
mind is a ne ces sity to my na ture and I thank God for it. All my joys
and hopes are re newed day by day when thus em ployed…I take it for
granted that you will en joy a laugh at my ex pense in re gard to my
fail ure to go off plea sur ing and health-seek ing. But I can not help it
and I thought it best to be hon est and tell you how it came that I was
back so soon. In the midst of the busy plea sure-seek ing throngs, ‘Ich
hahe Heemweh bekomme.’ I won dered how any one could be so fool- 
ish as to find plea sure away from the quiet scene of home and loved
ones and put in his whole time try ing to kill time.”

For a dozen years he had been a fre quent vis i tor to the great and rapidly
grow ing west ern me trop o lis, Chicago. He knew the char ac ter of its rapidly
in creas ing pop u la tion. He saw the Lutheran im mi grants swarm ing in and
crowd ing the ten e ments. He saw them ex posed to phys i cal and spir i tual dis- 
ease and death. Like his Mas ter, he had com pas sion on the mul ti tude. Did
not Chicago need a hos pi tal even more than Mil wau kee? Could the great
Lutheran Church stand idly by and see her own sick and suf fer ing and suc- 
cor less chil dren mis er ably per ish? Or should they be left to the un con ge nial
mercy of the city, or the Church of Rome?

As Pas tor Muehlhaeuser had been touched and trou bled with the suf fer- 
ings of the poor Ger mans in Mil wau kee, so pas tor Carl son was moved in
like man ner for the poor Swedes in Chicago. He had of ten con ferred with
Dr. Pas sa vant on this sub ject. At last this apos tle of mercy could de lay no
longer. He was per suaded that God wanted him to open a hos pi tal in
Chicago. The story of its strug gles in its be gin nings is, if pos si ble, even
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more in ter est ing than that of Mil wau kee. In the Lutheran and Mis sion ary of
May 17, 1866, he tells the story in his own inim itable way:

"When the hos pi tal in Mil wau kee was com menced nearly three
years ago, it was not thought that so long a time would elapse be fore
a sec ond one would be un der taken in Chicago. The wants of that
large city were so great and the ne ces sity for im me di ate ef fort so
press ing, that the de lay of more than two years was en dured only be- 
cause it was un avoid able. The days of wait ing and hop ing at last
passed away and the time for ac tion fi nally came. The Par ent Dea- 
coness In sti tu tion at its an nual meet ing in Jan u ary, 1865, re solved, in
the fear of God, and in con fi dent re liance on His aid, to do what it
could, to ward re liev ing the sick and suf fer ing strangers and im mi- 
grants in that city. The Di rec tor was also in structed at ‘as early a day
as pos si ble’ to carry this res o lu tion into ef fect, and the whole un der- 
tak ing was fer vently com mended to the care and lov ing prov i dence of
God.

"The en tire ab sence of means was the small est dif fi culty in the
com mence ment of this work. The want of a suit able build ing was one
of the great est. Even af ter it was de cided tem po rar ily to use a house
which had been pur chased for an other pur pose, it was with great ef- 
fort that the ten ant could be in duced to leave it. But most of all, when
it came to the point we trem bled at the re spon si bil ity of the un der tak- 
ing. How gladly would we have been beaten with stripes in stead of
go ing west on this mis sion. The la bor and suf fer ing of so lic i ta tion for
char ity in an other strange city seemed al most more than we could en- 
dure. But there was no way of re treat. To stand still was to go back,
and to go back was to deny the faith of Christ and turn away from the
suf fer ing mem bers of the Lord’s body who had a right to ap peal to
His Church for re lief.

"In some re spects, the time for com menc ing seemed very un fa vor- 
able. Ar riv ing in Chicago a few days be fore Au gust first of last year,
we found scarcely a per son at home to whom we had let ters. We
called at stores and dwellings, but the in mates were in the coun try, at
the Springs, at the Lake re sorts or in the East. Day af ter day we tra- 
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versed the streets, seek ing friends but find ing none. Those weary dis- 
cour ag ing days of heat, rain and lone li ness can never be for got ten!
But at last the clouds be gan to clear away. Here and there a helper
was raised up. To kens of good will cheered the sad hearts. We had in
hand twenty dol lars, ten of which were do na tions from the ven er a ble
Mora vian Bishop of Beth le hem, Pa., eight, the freewill of fer ing of an
aged widow in Pitts burgh, and two the gift of a for mer mem ber of our
Bal ti more church, now in Al le gheny City, and to these other small
sums were ere long added. The house se cured had to be re paired, pa- 
pered and cleansed. Fur ni ture and fix tures must be pur chased and
paid for. The whole kitchen econ omy was to be pro vided and the beds
and bed ding to be ob tained. In deed, all things to com mence, to carry
on and con tinue the var ied oc cu pa tions of hos pi tal life were want ing
and must be bought with cash, and that, too, with as lit tle de lay as
pos si ble. Need we say, that the ob tain ing of these led to prayer as
well as la bor? But it was the Mas ter’s work, and He knew that we had
need of these things, and, to the praise of His glory, we love to record
that in sev eral in stances, be fore we had asked, He pro vided for our
needs. A strik ing il lus tra tion of this oc curred on Fri day pre ced ing the
first of Au gust. In the morn ing one of the Dea conesses with a young
sis ter ar rived from Mil wau kee, and in the af ter noon we went to the
hos pi tal to re ceive the fur ni ture which was or dered at a cer tain hour.
Scarcely had we reached the house, be fore a kind Chris tian fam ily
also ar rived with car pets, bed ding and fur ni ture, com plete for two
rooms and be fore leav ing ar ranged ev ery thing for im me di ate oc cu- 
pancy. The ladies of the Swedish Lutheran Church, of which the
Rev. E. Carl son is pas tor, and the ladies of the First Nor we gian
Church un der the care of Rev. Pe ter son, fur nished bed ding for twelve
beds, while the Rev. Pas tor Hart mann from the poor fund of his Ger- 
man St. Paul’s Church, most kindly paid for the bed steads. A few
friends gave money for some pic tures. Sev eral oth ers con trib uted ar ti- 
cles of fur ni ture and oth ers still, pro vi sions and money. In less than a
week, the hos pi tal was ready for the re cep tion of pa tients.

"The first pa tient was a wor thy Swedish woman, very ill with a
fever. Early the next morn ing a car riage brought from the Rail road
De pot a lit tle Swedish boy with his foot so dread fully crushed by an
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ac ci dent that am pu ta tion was nec es sary to pre vent mor ti fi ca tion. By
the great est skill of the physi cian and care of the sis ters, his life was
saved, and our lit tle Her mann, no longer the ema ci ated and dy ing im- 
mi grant child but brim ful of mirth and health, makes hos pi tal life
lively, as he now hob bles about with his foot less leg.

"With these two rep re sen ta tives of the ‘Man of sor rows,’ the house
was opened by read ing the Word to a few as sem bled friends. A hymn
of thanks giv ing and trust was sung. Two pic tures were hung above
the fire-place in the lit tle par lor, the one of Faith look ing stead fastly
upon the cross on which ‘Christ died for our sins’; and the other the
Re deemer ris ing and as cend ing on high ‘for our jus ti fi ca tion.’ A fer- 
vent prayer for the pres ence and bless ing of God closed this sim ple
ser vice and the hos pi tal was con se crated to Je sus Christ and the re lief
of His suf fer ing dis ci ples.

"It is nearly ten months since this af ter noon, and since then with
few ex cep tions the house has been filled with the sick. So many had
to be re fused ad mit tance that the In sti tu tion has scarcely deemed it
ad vis able to say a word of its ex is tence in the sec u lar or re li gious
press, as pub lic ity would have only added to the em bar rass ment of
those who have it in charge. But one of the re sults of this si lence is
that its trea sury is largely over draft and we are re spon si ble for its
main te nance. It is the old story over again, ‘give and it shall be given
unto you,’ which God has made in the his tory of these In sti tu tions a
thou sand times, and which He will do even to the end. We there fore
men tion our sit u a tion in full con fi dence that God’s chil dren will come
to our aid. The help less suf fer ers un der the care of our Dea conesses
are more to us, as a class, than most other sick and af flicted ones .
Thus far they have been largely the fever-stricken im mi grants from
Swe den, Nor way and Ger many, whom scarcity, poverty and op pres- 
sion of the poor have driven from their fa ther land, and many of
whom af ter un told suf fer ings on filthy ves sels and crowded rail road
cars ar rive in Chicago on their west ward way sick and strangers and
dy ing, with out a crust to eat or a place whereon to lay their heads.
The hos pi tal of the Dea conesses has been their only refuge. But for
this, many must have mis er ably died and some, it is to be feared,
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with out God and with out Christ in the world. Now, be tween sev enty-
five and a hun dred, prin ci pally of our poor and suf fer ing brethren,
have found heal ing and have ‘gone on their way re joic ing.’

“The state of the trea sury of the Home and Farm School is such
that we dare not di vert a dol lar from the sup port of the or phan, but in
view of the im por tance of this un der tak ing in Chicago, the gate city
of the West, and the clear Chris tian duty of the Church, stretch ing out
the hand of suc cor to her suf fer ing brethren in the hour of their great- 
est need, we ask of good men among us their sym pa thy and aid. The
small est of fer ing of faith and love and the most gen er ous do na tion
will be alike most grate fully re ceived. The Lord hath need of both.
And in as cer tain ing what to give, think of Him who hath said: ‘I was
sick and ye vis ited me, I was a stranger and ye took me in, inas much
as ye did it unto the least of these, ye have done it unto me’.”

One of the Doc tor’s first helpers was the young Is abella Oak land. At the
writer’s re quest, she sent this art less and ab sorbingly in ter est ing ac count of
the in side work ings of the in fant hos pi tal:

“I am truly thank ful that it was my happy priv i lege to be as so ci- 
ated with Dr. Pas sa vant for twelve years and then for an other year
with his son. I re ally did not ap pre ci ate them as I have since they are
gone. I see it all now in a very dif fer ent light. You ask me where did
Dr. Pas sa vant find me? He was at the Scan di na vian Synod and my fa- 
ther was a lay del e gate. The Doc tor made one of his im pres sive pleas
for more helpers. The Rev. P. Es b jorn was my pas tor. He had a coun- 
try charge near Pon tiac, Illi nois. He came home full of the en thu si asm
that had been in spired by Dr. Pas sa vant, and talked to the younger
women of his church, of whom there was a goodly num ber. He set
be fore them the min istry of mercy and urged them to give them selves
to the blessed ser vice. A goodly num ber promised to go, among
whom was my self. But as I was only six teen years old I did not get
much en cour age ment.”When the time came to go, all the oth ers had
grown faint-hearted and re fused. My peo ple tried to per suade me to
do like wise but my fa ther said I should go if I de sired. I was to meet
Dr. Pas sa vant in Chicago. My pas tor went there with me, but the
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Doc tor did not come for a week or more, so Pas tor Es b jorn left me
there to meet him alone. He had in tended to send me to Pitts burgh but
when he found that I was only a bash ful coun try child he changed his
mind and said that he would take me to Mil wau kee, as I would soon
want to go home and that was not so far away. We got to Mil wau kee,
Oct. 21, and I found four Swedish women who had come from dif fer- 
ent con gre ga tions. They had all been moved by the plea that the Doc- 
tor had made at Synod. The Doc tor prayed with us all and im plored
the Lord to as sist us and keep us.

"At Mil wau kee Sis ter Bar bara was in charge and Miss Car olina
Su per was as sis tant. In a day or two the Doc tor took two of the
women to Rochester with him and left three of us in Mil wau kee. The
oth ers were much older than I. Sis ter Su per had had her train ing at
Pitts burgh and had been in the work for some time. Her home was at
Mans field, Ohio.

"They did not know what to do with me. They said I was too
young to nurse and they had plenty of help in the kitchen. So they
gave me the lamps to clean. Well do I re mem ber those thirty-four
lamps. Home sick is no name for what I suf fered dur ing those first
wrecks. All my friends had said that I would be back in less than
three months. This made me all the more de ter mined to stay.

"The next spring one of the nurses had to go home. She had a very
bad can cer pa tient and she was asked whom she wanted to take care
of her. She wanted me. The sis ters thought it best to hu mor her and so
I had my first pa tient. When the nurse re turned the pa tient would not
give me up and the Doc tor com pli mented me by say ing that I was a
born nurse. There were no lamps for me to clean af ter that.

"In July, Dr. Pas sa vant was go ing to open a hos pi tal in Chicago.
He wanted Sis ter Su per to have charge of it and to choose one of the
MI il wau kee force to go with her. To my sur prise, she se lected me.
Sis ter Su per was a very quiet woman and I scarcely knew her. July
28, we started for Chicago. My can cer pa tient felt so sad ’that I did
not like to leave her.
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"We got to Chicago in the af ter noon in a driz zling rain. The old
house in tended for the hos pi tal had been painted and pa pered but not
cleaned. The out look was not en cour ag ing. I wish the ko dak fiend
had been around to take the pic ture of the house and our selves. I well
re mem ber how ev ery thing looked, even to the holes in the car pet. The
kitchen stove was up. We had a fire made in it and cof fee pre pared in
a tin pot. We had some bread and cheese, and pieces of brown wrap- 
ping pa per for dishes. In the af ter noon the fur ni ture came and I won- 
dered how such fur ni ture would suit a hos pi tal. There were sev eral
wooden bed steads with out springs, lit tle wooden ta bles and a few
kitchen chairs.

"As soon as we had warm wa ter we be gan to clean house. Dr. Pas- 
sa vant helped us to put up the beds and we were soon ready to open
the hos pi tal. A Swedish woman brought in her lit tle son Her mann
who had a crushed foot. He had no change of clothes, so we had to
make him a gown out of some of ours. Dr. Pas sa vant helped the
physi cian to wash and dress him. For some days we did not think the
poor boy would live but he soon be gan to im prove and we kept him
for nearly two years. He be came quite lively on his crutches and grew
to be a fa vorite with us all. His par ents moved to Wis con sin and did
not seem to care for him be cause he was a crip ple. The fa ther fi nally
came for him. It was a sore trial for us to see the lit tle fel low go. We
were all so at tached to him.

"The house was small and was soon full of pa tients. I had to give
up my bed and sleep on the floor for months at a time. I would take
my pil low and lie down in the room where the pa tients needed me the
most. We bought ev ery thing on time and the Doc tor would pay the
bills when he came out from Pitts burgh. He would al ways preach in
the dou ble par lor when he came and this was the be gin ning of the
Church of Mercy which af ter wards be came the Eng lish Lutheran
Church of the Holy Trin ity. We had some chairs and a ta ble in the
par lor. When Dr. Wen zel came to preach for us, we had to put a soap
box on the ta ble as he was near-sighted and read his ser mons. Dr. H.
W. Roth also preached for us from time to time. We also had to en ter- 
tain the preach ers dur ing their stay.
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"Our pa tients were mostly im mi grants, nearly all Swedes.
Dr. Carl son sent in many of them. We had a Ger man doc tor and I had
to in ter pret the Swedish to him. The new com ers were of ten very
home sick in this strange land and I had to take care of them. Sev eral
of them died in quick suc ces sion and as there was no un der taker, two
plain coffins were car ried out of the house in one day. Then the
neigh bors got fright ened and sent a pe ti tion to the city au thor i ties to
have the hos pi tal closed. A com mit tee of the Board of Health came to
in ves ti gate. Sis ter Su per be came so ner vous that she told me to take
them through the house. When they left they said if ev ery pri vate
house were kept as clean as ours, there would be no epi demics in the
city. But it was too much for Sis ter Su per. She in formed Dr. Pas sa- 
vant that she could stay no longer, and soon left.

"Dr. Pas sa vant had bought a house and had it moved on the next
lot. The op po si tion of the neigh bors was so great that he was not al- 
lowed to use it for a hos pi tal.

"By this time the Rev. Frank Richards was our pas tor. He had the
front par lor for his study and as pas tors have con sid er able com pany,
it made it even harder for me. All the help I had was one girl in the
kitchen and a male nurse. Dr. Pas sa vant thought we must not even go
into the men’s rooms much less do any thing for them. What a change
since then.

"As we had very lit tle money to pay hired nurses, we gen er ally
per suaded the con va les cents to as sist in the nurs ing un til they would
leave. This was not very sat is fac tory but it was the best we could do.

"Af ter Miss Su per had gone peo ple would come and ask for the
ma tron. I said she was away. Mr. Richards said to me that I must tell
them that I am the ma tron. I shrank from do ing so, but one day I did
tell a lady and she re marked, ‘It seems to me you are rather young for
such a re spon si ble po si tion.’ I had my cry over it af ter wards.

"When Dr. Pas sa vant would come out from Pitts burgh ev ery few
months to straighten out af fairs, I would be come very much fright- 
ened as I knew so lit tle about things. When I would ask him, ’ Is no
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one com ing to take charge? ’ he would say, ‘The Lord will send some
one.’ When he found that I got up ev ery Mon day morn ing to do the
wash ing, he would say, ’ Sis ter, you must get a wash woman.’ But
how could I with no money to pay one? We rarely had a pay pa tient
in those days and the only time we had money was when the Doc tor
came out to col lect. The butcher and the gro cer and the drug gist
would of ten ask when the Doc tor was com ing, and as I knew what
that meant I dis liked very much to get any thing from them.

"One day I told the Doc tor that we had no money and I could not
bear to ask for credit any more, he said, ‘The Lord will pro vide. I am
go ing out to get some means and will be back for din ner.’ He came
back with out a cent but picked up a poor man stand ing by a house
shiv er ing with ague and said,

‘Sis ter Is abel, I brought this poor sick man, give him a bed.’ But
ev ery bed was full, so I made his bed on the floor. The Doc tor said,
‘The Lord did not send us any money but sent one of His peo ple to be
cared for.’

"At an other time, he started out and sent home a cou ple of bar rels
of cracked dishes, though I al ready had more cracked dishes in the
house than any thing else. I said noth ing, but washed them and put
them away. No one but God knows of the strug gle of those early days
and how that good man tramped the streets of Chicago day af ter day
to have the cold shoul der turned to his ap peals. Peo ple would of ten
say to him, ‘You had bet ter close up, there is no use try ing to keep it
up.’ I can never for get his prayers in the evening af ter these days of
dis ap point ment.

“Many a time did I go to bed cry ing be cause the physi cian had or- 
dered some thing for a pa tient and I could not get it. In those days I
did not un der stand Dr. Pas sa vant but as I look back, he is more and
more a won der to me. I was not half thank ful enough for the priv i lege
of be ing as so ci ated with such a man of God. The Doc tor would al- 
ways en cour age and ad vise and help in the kind est pos si ble man ner.
He would say, Sis ter, Is abel, do not think of these dis agree able peo- 
ple, just think you are do ing it for the Lord.’ He wanted the work car- 
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ried on in that spirit. He would say. Put your Bible un der your pil low
and read a pas sage while dress ing be cause you are so busy all day.
Of ten he would talk and pray with us all alone. The work of those
early days doubt less was very im per fect but it was Christ-like and I
only wish I could be en gaged in the work with such a man now.”

In spite of all the dis cour age ments the brave Di rec tor, how ever, kept right
on and won the con fi dence and in ter est of some of Chicago’s lead ing and
able cit i zens. Among these was E. B. McCagg, Esq., who be came one of
Dr. Pas sa vant’s most ef fi cient ad vis ers and helpers. His name will ever be
linked with the early strug gles and tri als of the In sti tu tion. He se cured a
char ter and or ga nized a cor po ra tion. The fol low ing well known names ap- 
pear on the roll of the Board of Vis i tors of the hos pi tal:

Wm. B. Og den, Ezra B. McCagg, Wm. Bross, Eliphalet W. Blatch ford,
J. Young Scam mon, El bridge G. Hall, Samuel Hale, Jonathan Burr, Con rad
Furst, Wm. Blair, Mr. Muelke, Fran cis A. Hoff man, Von H. Hig gins, John
V. Far well, Ed win H. Shel don, Gilbert Hu bert, Iver Lar son, Er land Carl son
and Thos. B. Bryan.

A friend now came for ward and gave a con di tional gift of a valu able plot
of ground 500x250 feet in size, near Lin coln Park, be tween Clark Street and
the Lake front. A mu nif i cent sub scrip tion of thirty thou sand dol lars by Wm.
B. Og den and the legacy of five thou sand dol lars by Jonathan Burr
promised ready means for the erec tion of the needed build ing. The prayer,
the faith, and the ef fort of years were at last to be re warded, when the ter ri- 
ble fire of Oc to ber, 1871, laid Chicago in ru ins and blot ted out the Dea- 
coness Hos pi tal. The Di rec tor vis ited the scene of des o la tion and sold what
the fire had left ’for eight dol lars and fifty cents. The pro vi sional gift it had
now be come im pos si ble to re tain, as the con di tions could not be car ried out
in the gen eral calamity. The death of Mr. Og den de layed pay ment of the
sub scrip tion for sev eral years, and the con di tion of things in Chicago af ter
the fire ren dered im me di ate ef forts to re or ga nize the In sti tu tion in ex pe di ent.

The great fire again brought out the heroic faith, the gen er ous and broad
sym pa thy, ex ec u tive abil ity and the won der ful re source ful ness of Dr. Pas sa- 
vant. In an ed i to rial in The Lutheran and Mis sion ary ten days af ter the fire
he writes:
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"The daily press has al ready borne to ev ery per son of the land the
par tic u lars of this ap palling calamity. Words are un equal to a de scrip- 
tion and we will not at tempt it. Let it suf fice to men tion that the en tire
busi ness por tions of the city and the homes of nearly one hun dred and
fifty thou sand peo ple are in ashes. Banks, ware houses, and fire-proof
blocks melted away be fore the fierce ness of the flames as swiftly as
the ten e ments of wood. In cred i ble as it may seem only a sin gle house
for miles, es caped the gen eral con fla gra tion. An area of nearly four
miles in length by one and a half in breadth is an ut ter des o la tion. All
that fire could burn, break, melt or crum ple to sand, has dis ap peared,
and ruin reigns supreme.

"But this won der ful city, which arose as if by magic above the
marshes of the Chicago River and Lake and in lit tle more than a gen- 
er a tion be came a mighty mart of trade and a teem ing cen ter of pop u- 
la tion from many lands, can not re main in ashes. It will be re built
more sub stan tially than ever, and even in a ma te rial sense, this ap- 
palling de struc tion of prop erty and cap i tal will ‘work to gether for
good,’ though tens of thou sands who have lost their all will be Mat- 
tered as the chaff be fore the wind. ‘The Lord reigneth’ and the de- 
vour ing fire as well as the stormy wind ful fill His word.

"It is a no ble spec ta cle to wit ness the gen eral and wide spread sym- 
pa thy with the suf fer ers. The ma te ri al ism of the times is thus bro ken
up by the plow share of calamity, and the seeds of char ity which
knows not cus tom and races but only men, are broadly sown in the
fur rows of the na tions. There is ev ery prospect that a large ‘Re lief
Fund,’ the ag gre ga tions of the of fer ings of many peo ple and many
lands, will flow into the hands of the trea sury which will be cre ated,
and that thou sands of homes will thus be re built and tens of thou- 
sands of needy suf fer ers, who have lost their earthly all, will be
clothed and fed. God be praised for this welling up of the foun tain of
char ity in mil lions of hearts, ‘which blesses twice: bless ing both him
who gives and him who takes.’

"The Ro man Catholic Arch bish ops and Bish ops of the United
States have or dered a col lec tion in all their churches in the land for
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the im me di ate re build ing of their churches, chapels, and in sti tu tions
in Chicago, and this wise move ment should not be lost upon our peo- 
ple. Let our pas tors do the same in all our churches, and it will be
pos si ble for our poor stricken Lutheran flocks to go on at once, and
re build their des o lated sanc tu ar ies. A famine of the Di vine Word is
not to be thought of in such a great city, so filled with the tens of
thou sands of our peo ple from the east and from the Old World, two-
thirds of whom are ut terly stripped of their lit tle homes and of their
earthly all.

"A let ter from Chicago will be found un der Ed i to rial Cor re spon- 
dence which states some of the facts as they af fect our churches, in- 
sti tu tions, and peo ple in Chicago. The in sur ance on the Church of
Mercy, be ing in a Chicago com pany is worth less. In ad di tion, there
re mains upon it an un paid debt of fif teen hun dred dol lars and nearly
all of the mem bers have been burnt out. It ought to be im me di ately
re built, and the in ter est of the cause will ad mit of no de lay. The Char- 
ity Hos pi tal of our Dea conesses, which for the past six years has re- 
ceived and cared for so many hun dreds of Ger man and Scan di na vian
im mi grants and many of our sick from our east ern churches, is a mass
of ru ins. What makes the loss of this so dis tress ing, is that ow ing to
the fail ure of the lo cal in sur ance com pa nies, a debt of up wards of
seven thou sand dol lars rests upon it for which Dr. Pas sa vant is per- 
son ally re spon si ble to per sons who now need the money. Oh, that this
Porch of Mercy to the bod ies and souls of the per ish ing could be
speed ily re built, now that the suf fer ing and want, more than ever, will
seek for ad mis sion at its doors.

“Our poor Swedish and Nor we gian churches are greatly to be
pitied. Al most their en tire mem ber ship is en tirely burnt out and years
must elapse be fore the churches can be re built. The Swedish church
of Pas tor. Carl son lost both their old and their large new sanc tu ary
and is par tic u larly com mended to the sym pa thy and lib er al ity of our
churches in the east. Boxes of cloth ing, bed ding, etc., can be sent to
Rev. E. Carl son, Chicago, III., by ex press, and will find the right ful
dis tri bu tion through this faith ful ser vant of the Mas ter. But the church
needs and ought to have the timely aid of our Amer i can churches.
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Mon eys can also be sent to Dr. Pas sa vant at Pitts burgh, Pa., and will
be duly ac knowl edged ]by him. P. S. — Let the of fer ings of the in di- 
vid ual be sent with the spe cific des ig na tion of the ob ject for which
they are in tended. This will avoid all mis takes.”

Two weeks later he writes:

"We have just re turned from Chicago, but not too late to give the
sad de tails of the piti ful calamity which has be fallen our Lutheran
churches and peo ple, in com mon with oth ers, in that doomed city.
Our first care has been for the body. The ar range ments for their re lief
from the gen eral fund, and by boxes of cloth ing from abroad, are be- 
com ing more and more per fect. Many are on their way to our pas tors
and more will fol low, for the need is great and the ur gency press ing.
By a wise ar range ment, a ‘Shel ter Com mit tee’ is fur nish ing lum ber,
etc., to en able the most des ti tute to erect tem po rary dwellings.

“Our next care must be for the souls of our peo ple. With churches
in ru ins, their own dwellings and, in most in stances all they con tained
swept away by the hur ri cane of fire, aid must come from abroad to
re build them im me di ately. Be fore our leav ing the city, work men were
busy on the ru ins of the Hos pi tal and the Church of Mercy and the
large Swedish Lutheran Church of Pas tor Carl son. The Geth se mane
Swedish Church of Pas tor Er ick son will be re built, but the lo ca tion
will be changed to the West Side. Oth ers are await ing the is sue of cer- 
tain events to de ter mine what to do. But in the case of one and all,
gen er ous and im me di ate help is in dis pens able. With out it, the
churches would be come well-nigh ex tinct. The Ro man ists are tak ing
sub scrip tions in all their churches in the United States. The
Methodists are do ing the same in most places and at a mass-meet ing
in Phil a del phia, it was re solved by them to raise forty thou sand dol- 
lars in the Phil a del phia Con fer ence alone. Such ac tion in di cates the
ac knowl edged im por tance of im me di ately reestab lish ing what was
de stroyed by fire. Our pas tors, of fice-bear ers, and peo ple surely will
not be be hind in such a time as this. It is one af fect ing not a few
churches, but the in ter ests of the Re deemer’s King dom over the en tire
West.”
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Oc to ber 25, to his mother he gives some in ter est ing facts about his per sonal
ef forts for the suf fer ing which he was too mod est to pub lish:

"Oh, the ut ter and aw ful des o la tion of the doomed city of Chicago.
Like Ni a gara, it so grows upon your vi sion that you linger and won- 
der and can not leave. So strange and mys te ri ous is the fas ci na tion of
those weird and won der ful ru ins! My time, how ever, was taken up
with the solemn re al i ties of the liv ing, home less, and with out place to
wor ship God in all the vast re gions, four and a half miles in length
and one and a half in width, once so dense with hu man be ings. Sev- 
eral of our Swedish and Nor we gian con gre ga tions, once strong and
nu mer ous, were so badly dis cour aged with their houses in ashes and
their churches in ru ins, that I had to meet with them on the West Side
and show them that all was not lost. On Mon day morn ing at nine
o’clock, we met at the ru ins of the large Swedish church and af ter a
solemn ser vice, com menced re build ing. A large num ber of men and
boys who could get no em ploy ment worked at clean ing the bricks and
haul ing away the de bris of their once beau ti ful sanc tu ary. By my tak- 
ing out money, Mr. Carl son will be able to pay them off ev ery
evening and thus not only give them bread but also save the brick
which can be used to re build at least the base ment of their church. So
too I have some poor Swedes at the ru ins of our Eng lish church and
hos pi tal putting things in such a shape as will prove the best for the
fu ture of the church.

"Much of my time also was spent in mak ing the most ef fi cient ar- 
range ment for the suc cess of the most needy and wor thy of our poor
peo ple in the way of suit able win ter ap parel. Tens of thou sands, af ter
re mov ing their fur ni ture and cloth ing time and again had it burned up
in the ceme tery or on the very graves to which it had been borne
away, so aw fully did the sparks and great pieces of bro ken tim ber fall
down on ev ery side for many blocks.

“By God’s bless ing, I was en abled to min is ter no small con so la- 
tion as well as re lief to nu mer ous ac quain tances, some of whom were
once the pos ses sors of houses and lands and now es caped only with
the clothes on their back. The ven er a ble Mrs. McCagg, aged sev enty-
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two, the mother of the donor for the new hos pi tal, was saved only ‘as
by fire,’ and with thou sands of oth ers was swept clean of ev ery
earthly thing. On my re turn home I found nu mer ous let ters from the
east with money, etc., while oth ers in New York and Phil a del phia
make in quiries how to send it. So, in the midst of the aw ful re al i ties
of this try ing time, I am com forted by the con scious ness that my poor
la bor is not in vain in the Lord!”

Oct. 9, he writes his brother Sid ney:

"I am in sore per plex ity about our af fairs in Chicago. The Church
of Mercy, the toil of so many years, and our lit tle hos pi tal, both with
obli ga tions rest ing on them for which I am re spon si ble, are in ashes.
The en tire North Side for two miles is a smok ing des o la tion. No less
than seven Lutheran churches are in ru ins. The in sur ance to pay the
losses can not be col lected, as the fire com pa nies are ut terly bro ken
up. My sit u a tion is a try ing one in deed, but not worse than mul ti tudes
of oth ers and God will open some way of de liv er ance.

“In all prob a bil ity I will leave home on Thurs day to go there and
see to the in ter ests of that once hope ful In sti tu tion and church. Oh,
the poor peo ple who are tonight in the open air with out a roof to
cover their heads and ev ery earthly thing burned with fire. The
thought is more than one can bear. What then must the re al ity be?”

For four teen years af ter the des o la tion of the fire. Dr. Pas sa vant was not
able to re build. But the pur pose of hav ing a hos pi tal in Chicago was never
given up. Of the strug gles and dis ap point ments of those years, the plans and
pur poses, as well as the se cur ing of the Su pe rior Street site and the valu able
Lake View tract, he writes in the Work man of March 2, 1882:

“With the ex cep tion of a few mov ables, the ex pense book and the
door key, ev ery thing was con sumed. By means of the do na tions sent
us, we paid off all but a few hun dred dol lars of its in debt ed ness. The
beau ti ful site which had been gen er ously given for the hos pi tal, we
felt it our duty to re turn to the donor whose earthly all had per ished in
the great catas tro phe. Af ter wards, through the great kind ness of this
gen tle man, the cause of this lit tle hos pi tal was pleaded so elo quently
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be fore the re lief com mit tee, that they kindly placed a gen er ous sum at
our dis posal with which we pur chased eight acres near the Grace land
Ceme tery as a site for the fu ture In sti tu tion. With a legacy from a
friend, we also pur chased a site in the city for an Emer gency Hos pi tal
into which all cases of ac ci dent or sud den sick ness may be ad mit ted.
Ow ing to the panic which came shortly af ter, and the years of fi nan- 
cial dis tress which fol lowed, it was not in our power to do any thing.
The taxes and as sess ments on both prop er ties were more than a suf fi- 
ciency. Af ter long and pa tient wait ing, how ever, the day of de liv er- 
ance seemed near at hand. Last week a sub scrip tion of thirty thou sand
dol lars which had been made us for a hos pi tal build ing be fore the
fire, and which for years past would not be rec og nized by the ex ecu- 
tors of the man who made it, was set tled by com pro mise, the ex ecu- 
tors propos ing to pay the sum of twenty-five thou sand dol lars. To
avoid longer de lay and greater loss, this pro posal was ac cepted and
the money has just been paid. Of its in tended dis po si tion, we will
speak here after. Mean time, we can not but ex press de vout thanks giv- 
ing unto God for His gra cious in ter po si tion in be half of this un der tak- 
ing which has cost so many ex er tions, anx i eties and prayers. May it
arise out of the ashes which seemed to con sume its very be ing, and
from the dust of the earth come forth in new ness of life. Should this
prove to be the case, it will be a fresh il lus tra tion of the fact that ‘His
ways are not our ways and His thoughts are not our thoughts’.”

Dr. Pas sa vant had been the mov ing spirit in the start ing of the Eng lish
Lutheran Church in Chicago and one of its main sup port ers from the be gin- 
ning. We may there fore imag ine his dis ap point ment and cha grin when the
Gen eral Home Mis sion So ci ety sud denly re solved to dis con tinue its sup- 
port. This ac tion meant that, as far as the Mis sion So ci ety was con cerned,
the con gre ga tion was left to die. As soon as he could get away he took a
train to Chicago and spent four days with Mis sion ary Bow ers and his lit tle
flock. He rein spired hope and courage, as sured them that the church would
still be sup ported and dare not die. We give a part of his ac count of this
visit:

"The word of truth has been made the power of God unto sal va- 
tion to some who heard it. Not only have wan der ers been re claimed
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and mere for mal ists be come spir i tual mem bers of Christ and his
church, but im pen i tent men have been con verted to God. Judg ing of
such things as the world judges, the time, and toil, and out lay may
seem greater than the re sult, but in the sight of heaven they are not.
Even though many of them no longer live in Chicago, this hand ful of
dis ci ples will be as seed-corn in the land, which in God’s good time
shall spring forth and shake like Lebanon.

"In ad di tion to this, a vast amount of prepara tory work has been
ac com plished, which is in dis pens able to fi nal suc cess. A neat house
of wor ship has been pur chased and re moved to a cen tral po si tion,
while all the heavy ex penses of do ing this, with the ex cep tion of a
few hun dred dol lars, have been paid by kind friends at a dis tance and
on the ground. It is true, it is on a leased lot and the ground rent is
high for a small con gre ga tion. But the su pe ri or ity of a church to a hall
is so great that this re sult, af ter years of painful toil, is a sub ject of
pro found thank ful ness. Then, too, the mis sion ary has be come ac- 
quainted with the pe cu liar i ties of city life, the wants of the poor and
the meth ods of their re lief, the care of the stranger and the im mi grant,
as well as those nu mer ous classes who most need the over sight of a
Chris tian pas tor in the great cities and sea-ports of our land. This is
an im mense gain and re quires time, and ex pense and toil, or it can
never be at tained.

"With these facts be fore us, we were called upon to con tem plate
the break ing up of the mis sion, the dis per sion of the con gre ga tion, the
sale of the church and its fur ni ture, the re moval of the pas tor and the
de mor al iza tion for ever af ter of a great and pow er ful com mu nion
through so in glo ri ous and dis as trous a de feat. The thought of this was
in sup port able. For the sake of a petty out lay, not Chicago only, but
ev ery west ern city must be vir tu ally aban doned by our Church, our
work be left un done, our in com pe tency be con fessed, our shame be
pub lished, and the first-born of the Ref or ma tion, in stead of com ing
forth from the wilder ness lean ing on the arm of her Beloved, be con- 
tent to sink down to ac knowl edged im be cil ity, or given up to dis- 
honor and con tempt. No! This dare not be. Surely God has bet ter
things in store for a Church which for cen turies has stood in the
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deadly breach and poured out the blood of her mar tyrs in the high
places of the field.

"Days of in ter course with the brethren in Chicago and much re- 
flec tion and prayer since then, have led to the fol low ing con vic tion:
The Chicago Mis sion must not be aban doned. As the Gen eral
Synod’s Home Mis sion So ci ety have sig ni fied their in abil ity longer to
sup port the mis sion ary, this must be done by oth ers. In the ab sence of
a Mis sion ary So ci ety, in di vid u als alone can do it. In a short time a
com mit tee will be an nounced who will have its di rec tion and the
over sight of its af fairs. Un til then, con tri bu tions may be sent to the
ed i tor of the Lutheran and Mis sion ary.

“But whence shall the money be ob tained to sup port the mis sion- 
ary in so ex pen sive a city? We joy fully an swer: the LORD WILL
PRO VIDE. A kind friend in the East has al ready sig ni fied his will- 
ing ness to con trib ute fifty dol lars an nu ally to the mis sion, and oth ers
will as suredly fol low. A pas tor’s wife has vol un teered to raise fifty
dol lars more for five years, from ac quain tances in her hus band’s
charge. And this sug gests a more ex cel lent and ef fec tive way, which
we hope will be im i tated over the land. Let the wives of our pas tors
un der take this work and it can not fail. The sum of eight hun dred dol- 
lars di vided among a few res o lute hearts, can soon be achieved. How
many could find five per sons who would each con trib ute five dol lars
an nu ally for five years. Let us have the plea sure of an early and joy- 
ful re sponse. The salary of the mis sion ary com mences from the first
of Sep tem ber and we want to know be fore hand on what we can rely.”

Had it not been for this heroic ac tion of Dr. Pas sa vant, the first Eng lish
Lutheran Church in Chicago and in the new West would have died in glo ri- 
ously. A blow would thus have been struck at Eng lish Lutheranism in the
west from which it would have taken a gen er a tion to re cover. The man of
faith and of courage saved the day.

Of the car ing for and de vel op ing the rem nant of that church he said:

“Ever since the open ing of our lit tle Dea coness Hos pi tal in
Chicago, ser vices have been held by the fee ble rem nant of the Eng- 
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lish Lutheran con gre ga tion in the par lor of the In sti tu tion. The at ten- 
dance has grad u ally in creased un til even the ad join ing rooms will no
longer hold the peo ple. The mis sion has been con tin ued amid many
and un ex pected dis cour age ments, and dur ing these twenty-two
months the brethren of the Pitts burgh Synod, in con nec tion with
Prof. Copp, of Pax ton, have faith fully kept up the ap point ments, trav- 
el ing of ten a thou sand miles to spend a Sun day with the brethren in
Chicago! Nor has their la bor been in vain. The con gre ga tion is now
en gaged in the col lec tion of funds to erect a neat chapel for preach ing
and school pur poses. Though but a hand ful, they are of good heart
and large hope. Some young per sons cheer fully gave fifty and one
hun dred dol lars and what was most grat i fy ing to us, among these
were some of our dear or phans, now young men and women, la bor ing
in Chicago, and mind ful of the Church of the Re deemer which for got
them not in the day of their sore af flic tion. Mean while the Mis sion
Com mit tee of the Pitts burgh Synod is prayer fully look ing to God for
the man whom He has cho sen for this im por tant post and earnestly
ask the faith ful to re mem ber this in ter est at the Throne of God.”

In one of his last let ters to Bassler, a short time be fore that good man’s
death, he writes about the work of the hos pi tal:

"In Chicago, Br. Richards is go ing on in the same la bo ri ous way.
Dr. Mor ris, who was at the Sci en tific Con gress here, preached for
him on Sun day and seemed much pleased with the prospects of our
cause. The lit tle hos pi tal is well filled with sick. Our faith ful Ole is
do ing his duty to the poor suf fer ers and like wise Miss Is abella who
dur ing Sis ter Car o line’s stay in Pitts burgh nobly ful fills her duty in
the charge of the fe male pa tients and the do mes tic af fairs of the
house. One poor Nor we gian girl is very ill and it is feared will die be- 
fore morn ing.

“I saw Mr. Og den this evening. He is very friendly and as soon as
Con gress ad journs we will be gin our work of sub scrip tions. The rise
of prop erty here is enor mous. In one place one hun dred per cent in
one to three months. The truth is that the city is grow ing at a rate
which is most won der ful, and it is too bad that we are not able to
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avail our selves of the op por tu nity of the grow ing with it for God and
hu man ity.”

Dr. Pas sa vant was hu man. He some times lost pa tience and spoke in words
hav ing a sting that hurt sorely.

But, while hu man he was al ways a Chris tian. "When he was con scious
of hav ing wronged any one he was al ways ready to ac knowl edge, beg par- 
don and make the amende hon or able. On one oc ca sion there had been a
mis un der stand ing be tween him and his dear friend Bassler. Hasty words
had passed be tween them and heartache had fol lowed. Good brother Bassler
had given vent to his hurt feel ings in a let ter. Dr. Pas sa vant an swered:

“I cheer fully over look the re marks you made at the time you re- 
ferred to in your last, es pe cially be cause I saw that you at the time did
not fully see why I wanted to go over to the site of the build ing be fore
at tend ing to any thing else. At my re quest Sid ney had come along and
as he had an en gage ment I did not wish to keep him longer than nec- 
es sary. At the same time, I felt that this mat ter of lo ca tion, to one who
had but an hour to stay, was the most im por tant of all other things and
when I spoke, I had no idea ‘to cut you off,’ but as Sid ney was at the
door, I wanted to get this mat ter off my hands first and let him go
home. I saw you were la bor ing un der a mis ap pre hen sion of my pur- 
pose and there fore in the sur prise which I felt un der your re marks
may have spo ken in an ar bi trary voice, but there was noth ing left in
my heart but sor row that we were both so weak, so ner vous and so
eas ily thrown off our bal ance. The cause of my de ten tion for half an
hour, was that at mother’s sug ges tion, I should do cer tain things, and
among the rest call on Mrs. Reed, with which I com plied. But let all
pass and may God be mer ci ful unto us.”

In the win ter of 1868 Mr. Bassler’s health be came more and more pre car i- 
ous. Ev ery thing pos si ble was done for his com fort and re lief, but in spite of
all the good man was slowly but surely go ing down. Dur ing all these
months Dr. Pas sa vant cheered, cared for and pro vided for him as he would
for his own fa ther. When at last it was ev i dent that he could not im prove in
Zelieno ple Dr. Pas sa vant grasped at the hope that the salt sea air might re- 
store him. Af ter much per sua sion the poor brother con sented to go to At- 
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lantic City. Dr. Pas sa vant made ev ery ar range ment for coach, cloth ing,
sleep ing car, ho tel, etc. He ar ranged for Mrs. Bassler to go with him and ac- 
com pa nied them per son ally part of the way. He wrote al most daily such
cheer ing and en cour ag ing let ters as he alone could write.

But though there was a tem po rary ral ly ing of the spent pow ers, a flick er- 
ing of the fee ble flame, yet the re cu per a tive pow ers of the good man were
gone and he longed to be back among the brethren with whom he had
planned and prayed and wept and worked for Zion and for her suf fer ing
chil dren. His last jour ney back to Pitts burgh, his last three weeks in the
“prophet’s cham ber” in the hos pitable home of Dr. Pas sa vant and his fi nal
fall ing asleep we shall let Pas sa vant de scribe:

"The three last weeks of his holy and use ful life con se crated that
sick cham ber and made it quite the verge of heaven. We thought we
in ti mately knew our beloved brother and fel lowla borer be fore, but the
fi delity and pu rity of his char ac ter, the great ness and no bil ity of his
na ture, and the sweet ness and re fine ment of his spirit made us feel
that un til now our eyes were holden, and that one of the saints of the
Most High was pass ing away from earth to heaven un der our roof.
Those three weeks of watch ing in the sick room are among the most
cher ished priv i leges in our life.

“It is not in our power to ex press to oth ers the im pres sions made
upon our minds by the scenes of the sick cham ber dur ing these weeks
of pa tient suf fer ing. There was noth ing of rap ture and lit tle even of
joy ous an tic i pa tion in the event so cer tain to his own mind. The habit
of his re li gion was never af ter this kind dur ing health, and the cur rent
of his spir i tual life flowed on just as be fore un til it was qui etly lost in
the ocean of eter nity. He was em phat i cally a thought ful, pray ing,
work ing Chris tian, and he med i tated, prayed and worked for the Mas- 
ter un til the last. He was faith ful in the Lord Je sus, as ‘His wis dom,
right eous ness, sanc ti fi ca tion and re demp tion,’ was cer tain, Scrip tural
and sat is fy ing. The Bible and the Cat e chism of Luther had for many
years been his only de vo tional books. The pure word of truth was his
daily food. There was noth ing af fected, sen ti men tal or fa nat i cal in his
piety, but ev ery thing was evan gel i cal, nat u ral and child like, both in
his faith and in his life, and these char ac ter is tics were beau ti ful to
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con tem plate in the de part ing ser vant of God. His in ter est in the
Church and in her In sti tu tions was most in tense, and had it pleased
God to spare him, we think he would have loved to live and la bor.
But as he felt this could not be, he meekly bowed to the will of God
and worked for Christ and the Church un til he ceased at once to work
and live. We might fill many pages with the in ter est ing de tails of his
last cares and prayers for Christ and His Church, par tic u larly for the
Pitts burgh Synod, of which he was one of the founders; the Gen eral
Coun cil of which he was the first Pres i dent; and the Farm School for
or phans of which from its com mence ment he was the ef fi cient and
faith ful Di rec tor. Not a duty was ne glected to his fam ily, or to ei ther
of these great in ter ests which lay so near to his heart. The most
minute di rec tions were given con cern ing par tic u lar chil dren, the ro ta- 
tion of the crops, the small est de tails of un fin ished work and the fu- 
ture con duct of the In sti tu tion which might be help ful to the fa ther less
un der his care. His love and bless ing were sent to his brethren, the
dea conesses and their as so ciates, the teach ers and or phans and bene- 
fac tors of our poor. Many came once more to see him for the last
time, and for all he had a word of recog ni tion or thanks or love. His
‘house had been set in or der’ be fore, and his last will and tes ta ment
avowed his im plicit con fi dence in the evan gel i cal faith con fessed by
the Gen eral Coun cil, in whose cer tain and glo ri ous fu ture he re joiced,
when ‘giv ing com mand ment con cern ing his bones.’ His death
through God’s mercy was easy, though the great suf fer ing for weeks
be fore led to the fear that it might be at tended with much pain. He
had of ten prayed, ‘How long, Lord, how long?’ and at last when the
clock struck ten on Sat ur day night the strained ear failed to hear the
hushed breath, and all was still. He had fallen asleep in Christ and in
peace. In the holy calm of that sick room a sin gle voice was heard,
which gath ered into his ut ter ance the de sires and prayers of all: ‘Let
me die the death of the right eous, and let my last end be like his.’ The
next mo ment all knees were bowed around the bed side of the de- 
parted, while thanks giv ings were ren dered to God that ‘death was
swal lowed up in vic tory.’”

The eye sight of his good mother had been grad u ally fail ing for some time.
To an in tel lec tual and ac tive na ture like hers this was cer tainly a sore af flic- 
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tion. To be de nied the so ci ety of the books and pa pers which she had al ways
en joyed with such keen in ter est, to sit with folded hands, while her mind
was as ac tive as ever, meant much more to her than to or di nary women of
her age. Ev ery thing pos si ble was done to avert the threat en ing dan ger.
Reme dies with out num ber, the most skill ful spe cial ists and even painful op- 
er a tions were re sorted to. But all this brought only added pain with out im- 
prove ment. It was ev i dent at last that per pet ual dark ness was clos ing in on
the good woman. When she had reached her fourscore years she was prac ti- 
cally blind.

Her du ti ful and af fec tion ate son felt her af flic tion al most as keenly as
she did. Dur ing all the weary months of treat ment, of suf fer ing, of al ter nat- 
ing hope and fear he wrote her fre quently. His let ters were all full of ten der- 
est sym pa thy and love. Of his many touch ing mes sages we se lect from the
one sent her on her eight i eth birth day, on which oc ca sion Eliza and he sent
her as her birth day gift an easy and el e gant couch:

“You know not how your last sad let ters stirred the deep est emo- 
tions of my heart. Most de voutly do I thank God for hav ing so mer ci- 
fully re moved the worst pains of your af flic tion; and yet to think of
you sit ting so silently and thought fully from morn till night with out
the en joy ment of your eyes’ dear est plea sure, the read ing of books
and pa pers, makes me very sad in deed. But on the other hand, it is
surely of God’s great mercy that you have been pre served from all the
com plain ings of old age and all the melan choly de spon dency which
so of ten con nects it self with the evening of our days. Oh, my mother,
there is not a thought or mem ory of you which is not full of sweet- 
ness and love, and my heart swells with de vout grat i tude to God that
even at your ad vanced age the sus tain ing grace of God is as your
days. May His mercy ever cheer you in the weary hours of your pil- 
grim age un til He cometh whose com ing and call will end our sor rows
and ad mit us to the joys of our dear Lord.”

Of the var ied and in ces sant de mands for ad vice and as sis tance in del i cate
and dif fi cult mat ters by men high in the coun cils of the dif fer ent parts of the
Church we sub mit a few sam ples. Dr. Has selquist writes, April 22, 1863:
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“We must be gin our school at Pax ton next Sep tem ber, and for that
pur pose find an Eng lish pro fes sor. I am re quested by the Sem i nary
Board to write to you in re gard to this mat ter. We wish to have a man
of the old faith both in re gard to knowl edge and the in ner light; one
who pos sesses the nec es sary qual i fi ca tions for a good teacher, and, I
would also say, a good preacher, be cause we should like to see an
Eng lish church arise at the side of our school. But where to get such a
man? We have only thought of two, Rev. D. Garver and Brother
Bassler. But can we get ei ther of them? We need and want a prom i- 
nent man, but will such a one deny him self so much that he will unite
with us and la bor for the up build ing of Zion among the poor Scan di- 
na vians? Upon the first Eng lish pro fes sor will de pend a great part of
the suc cess of the en ter prise so far as hu man agency is con cerned.
There fore you can eas ily un der stand our anx i ety in this re spect.
Could not you, Brother Pas sa vant, come to Chicago the last days of
next week, say Fri day and Sat ur day, go down to Pax ton with us and
help us to make out and fix the plans for our fu ture op er a tions there?”

The justly cel e brated Wm. Au gus tus Muh len berg, the great-grand son of
Henry Mel chior Muh len berg, is one of the many great, no ble and valu able
men who were lost to the Lutheran Church be cause she would not give her
chil dren the gospel in Eng lish. He re solved to study for the min istry and of- 
fered him self to Dr. Demme as a can di date for the Eng lish Lutheran min- 
istry. Dr. Demme in formed him that there was no place to study the ol ogy in
Eng lish in the Lutheran Church. There upon this gifted and con se crated
youth turned to the Protes tant Epis co pal Church and be came one of the
grand est and most in flu en tial men in that com mu nion. He be came fa mous
as a preacher, a poet, an or ga nizer, an ed u ca tor and a phi lan thropist. He is
the au thor of a num ber of well-known hymns, among which are, “I Would
Not Live Al way,” “Like Noah’s Weary Dove,” “Sav ior, Who Thy Flock Art
Feed ing.” He was the founder of the beau ti ful St. Luke’s Hos pi tal over look- 
ing Cen tral Park, New York, and the fa ther of the whole grand hos pi tal sys- 
tem for which the Epis co pal Church is noted through out our land. He is also
the founder of an or der of Dea conesses in the Epis co pal Church. He was
twenty-five years older than Dr. Pas sa vant, whom he had come to know and
to love, and who had founded his Pitts burgh In fir mary sev eral years be fore
St. Luke’s was opened, and had blazed the way for Dea coness work in
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Amer ica. He of ten con sulted Mr. Pas sa vant and re ceived much in spi ra tion
and many valu able hints for his hos pi tal and Dea coness work from him.
The fol low ing brief and cour te ous note shows how ready and glad he was to
learn from his Lutheran friend:

"St. Luke’s Hos pi tal, 54th St. and Fifth Ave.

"Sun day Evening.

’Rev. and Dear Brother: — If you will let me know where you are
stop ping in the city, and at what hour I can see you, I will be happy to
call and pay you my re spects; hop ing, too, that I can in duce you to
come and see my hos pi tal. I want to have a lit tle talk with you about
sis ter hoods. With great re gard,

"Yours very truly,

W. A. Muh len berg."

The now fa mous Epis co pal Bishop of New York, the Rt. Rev. Alonzo Pot- 
ter, when he wanted in for ma tion that he might use in the benev o lent op er a- 
tions of his own Church, turned to Dr. Pas sa vant. He writes:

"My Dear Mr Pas sa vant: — You will par don me, I know, if I ask if
your in ter est in Pas tor Flied ner’s plan for train ing and or ga niz ing
Dea conesses con tin ues un abated, and whether your ex pe ri ence in that
work in this coun try de vel ops any dif fi cul ties new and pe cu liar or
sug gests any im por tant change. When in Pitts burgh, in May, I vis ited
your hos pi tal with much in ter est, though in con sid er able haste. We
are en gaged in ma tur ing plans for em ploy ing the min istry of women
in var i ous ways and should be most thank ful for any hint that you
may be able to give us. My ad dress is Phil a del phia.

“Yours most truly, Alonzo Pot ter.”
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18. Found ing Of The Gen eral
Coun cil

THE MIN IS TERIUM OF PENN SYL VA NIA, on reen ter ing the Gen- 
eral Synod in 1853, had ex pressly re served to it self the right, in case at any
time the Gen eral Synod should vi o late its own con sti tu tion, for its del e gates
to with draw and re port to their own synod for fur ther in struc tion. This writ- 
ten stip u la tion had stood for eleven years, and its right ful ness had never
been called into ques tion. This right to with draw and re port to their own
synod had been ex er cised by the Penn syl va nia del e gates at the con ven tion
of the Gen eral Synod at York in 1864. They had re ported to their synod at
Pottstown, a few weeks af ter the York con ven tion, that they be lieved the
Gen eral Synod had Vi o lated its own con sti tu tion. Their with drawal had
been sanc tioned by their synod. A full del e ga tion had, how ever, again been
elected to at tend the con ven tion at Ft. Wayne.

“With the dis tinct un der stand ing that the protest and with drawal of its
del e gates from the last ses sion of the Gen eral Synod is still en dorsed and
that the Mother Synod still main tains its re la tion to the Gen eral Synod un- 
der the con vic tion that the sub se quent ac tion of that body in the adop tion of
the pro posed amend ments to its con sti tu tion is cal cu lated to pro mote the
unity and pu rity of our beloved Zion. It, how ever, still re serves to it self the
rights as serted in 1853.” At Ft. Wayne, in May, 1866, Dr. Sprecher, the
pres i dent of the Gen eral Synod, had re fused to rec og nize the del e gates from
Penn syl va nia and had taken the ground that by with draw ing from the for- 
mer con ven tion they had sev ered their con nec tion with the Gen eral Synod -
and were no longer mem bers. The com mit tee to which the case was re ferred
re ported as fol lows:

"1. Re solved, That this Synod re gards the res o lu tion an nexed by
the Penn syl va nia Synod to the ap point ment of their del e gates as con- 
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trary to that equal ity among the syn ods com pos ing this body pro vided
for by the con sti tu tion of the Synod.

"2. Re solved, That what ever be the mo tive of Chris tian for bear- 
ance that may have in duced this Synod to re ceive the Penn syl va nia
del e gates in 1853, with this con di tion, the un fa vor able in flu ences
since ex erted by it ren der this Synod no longer will ing to sub mit to
such a dis tinc tion,

"3. Re solved, That, waiv ing the ir reg u lar i ties in the present case,
for the sake of broth erly love and present peace, this Synod hereby
agrees to re ceive their present del e gates with the un der stand ing that
they use their in flu ence, at their next meet ing of the Synod, to have
the ob nox ious con di tion re scinded.

“4. Re solved, That this Body will not here after re ceive or re tain
any synod in its con nec tion upon other terms or con di tion than those
pre scribed in the con sti tu tion of the Gen eral Synod.”

In the dis cus sion of this re port Dr. Pas sa vant said: "Is not this an ex post
facto law? Has not the mover of these res o lu tions been aware of the ex is- 
tence of these res o lu tions since the re cep tion of the Penn syl va nia Synod in
1853? And did he ever say any thing against them? We have no right to
make ex post facto laws. A res o lu tion, to have any bind ing force, must be
prospec tive, not ret ro spec tive. These con di tions, on which the Penn syl va nia
Synod en tered this body, are sim i lar to those on which other syn ods en tered
into con nec tion with the Gen eral Synod. The Pitts burgh Synod came into
this synod with con di tions. That synod de clared, when ap ply ing for ad mis- 
sion, that it would not be re spon si ble for cer tain acts of the Gen eral Synod.
The res o lu tions of the New York Synod an nexed to their ap pli ca tion for ad- 
mis sion were even stronger and more de cided than those of the Penn syl va- 
nia Synod.

(These res o lu tions were read by Rev. Mr. Adel berg, of the New York
Min is terium.) Should the Gen eral Synod put out a cat e chism con trary to the
faith of the Church, each synod would have a right to protest, and if the
book were not dis avowed, to with draw from the Gen eral Synod as an act of
con dem na tion of the ac tion of that Body."



487

On the sec ond res o lu tion he said: “I had hoped that this im por tant mat ter
would have been de ferred un til Mon day, so that, aided by the rest and de vo- 
tions of the Lord’s Day, we would have been able to ar rive at a peace able
and sat is fac tory so lu tion of this im por tant ques tion. The dif fi culty in the
way of the re cep tion of the Penn syl va nia Synod does not rest upon a mat ter
of faith; they have been ex cluded upon a mere tech ni cal ity. We have re peat- 
edly asked that the real crime of which the Penn syl va nia Synod is ac cused
be dis tinctly stated, and you have an swered only in the doubt ful phrases
drawn from the cor rupt pool of po lit i cal phrase ol ogy. The mat ter has ev i- 
dently been pre-ar ranged; among the op po nents of the Penn syl va nia Synod,
East and West, there has been a per fect un der stand ing, ei ther that the di vi- 
sion of the Church should be ef fected at this con ven tion, or that the Penn- 
syl va nia Synod should be in sulted and de graded. This was pre-de ter mined,
but it was nec es sary that at least a plau si ble rea son should be found by
which to carry it into ef fect, and at the same time, if pos si ble, to cast the
odium of schism from them selves upon, the Synod of Penn syl va nia and
oth ers agree ing with her faith. But the lead ers of this move ment do not dare
to ex pose the true rea sons on ac count of which they de sire a sep a ra tion.
This is shown by the at tempt they per ti na ciously make to jus tify their con- 
duct, by ar gu ments based on the al leged doc tri nal ex clu sive ness of the
Penn syl va nia Synod. They have de manded of the Penn syl va nia Synod that
they sac ri fice vi tal prin ci ples, that they sanc tion pal pa ble and gross vi o la- 
tion of the con sti tu tion; that the only de fense that they and oth ers con sti tut- 
ing the mi nor ity have against the op pres sive tyranny of the ma jor ity, shall
be swept away. The only plea that they of fer in jus ti fi ca tion of these un righ- 
teous de mands is a mere tech ni cal ity, viz., that the Penn syl va nia Synod has
in some un ac count able way sev ered its ‘prac ti cal re la tion with the Gen eral
Synod.’”

Just be fore the vote en dors ing the rul ing of the pres i dent was taken.
Dr. Pas sa vant arose and re quested per mis sion to read some thing that had, in
his opin ion, an im por tant bear ing on the ques tion at is sue. He read as fol- 
lows:

"And when it was day, the mag is trates sent the sergeants, say ing,
let those men go.
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"And the keeper of the prison told this say ing to Paul: The mag is- 
trates have sent to let you go; now there fore de part in peace.

“But Paul said unto them. They have beaten us openly un con- 
demned, be ing Ro mans, and have cast us into prison; and now do
they thrust us out priv ily? Nay, ver ily, but let them come them selves
and fetch us out.” (Acts 16: 35-37.)

Im me di ately af ter the pas sage of the res o lu tion Dr. Pas sa vant gave no tice
that he and oth ers would en ter a protest against the ac tion of the Synod, and
in vited all who wished to sign such a protest, to call at the res i dence of
Mr. Ruthrauff dur ing the af ter noon.

He af ter wards read the protest against the pres i dent’s rul ing drawn up at
the house of the Rev. Mr. Ruthrauff.

The re fusal of Dr. Sprecher, the pres i dent of the Gen eral Synod, to re- 
ceive the cre den tials of the del e gates of the Penn syl va nia Synod at the Con- 
ven tion of the Gen eral Synod at Ft. Wayne pro duced a pro found im pres sion
on the whole Lutheran Church. In tense earnest ness had char ac ter ized the
con ven tion. The three-days’ de bate was one of the most re mark able that
ever took place on the floor of a church con ven tion. Not only were the cit i- 
zens of Ft. Wayne deeply stirred, so that they crowded the aisles and gal- 
leries of the church dur ing the great dis cus sion, and not only were the pa- 
pers of Ft. Wayne full of ex cit ing ac counts and crude com ments, but the
whole coun try was in formed of the rup ture of the only gen eral body of the
Lutheran Church in Amer ica.

The As so ci ated Press dis patch ers car ried the news, of ten strangely dis- 
torted, to ev ery part of the land. The re li gious pa pers took it up and of ten
dis played dense ig no rance of the prin ci ples, polity and his tory of the
Lutheran Church. The minds and hearts of the Lutheran min is ters were ex- 
er cised as never be fore.

Nat u rally the in ter est was most in tense in the syn ods and con gre ga tions
be long ing to the Gen eral Synod. The min is ters took sides for or against the
rul ing at Ft. Wayne. But it was felt by all the think ing men on both sides
that while a par lia men tary tech ni cal ity had been the oc ca sion of the rup ture,
the real cause lay much deeper. These men knew that un der neath and back
of the dis puted rul ing there was a deep-seated dif fer ence of doc trine and ex- 
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pe ri ence. It was the dif fer ence be tween those who had stud ied, ap pre- 
hended, and learned to love the dis tinc tive and pos i tive teach ings of the
Lutheran Church on the one side, and those on the other who had not so se- 
ri ously stud ied the Con fes sions, who had not so earnestly searched the
Scrip tures to see whether these doc trines were true, and who had lit tle if
any love for those great and far-reach ing prin ci ples which make the
Lutheran Church Lutheran, as dis tin guished from the Re formed Churches.

The con tro versy waxed warm on ev ery side. The re ally sin cere and pi ous
lovers of truth be gan to study the Con fes sions and com pare them with
Scrip ture as they had never done be fore. The more su per fi cial and sec tar ian
par ti sans con tented them selves with base less as ser tions, rail ing ac cu sa tions,
and claims to a su pe rior spir i tu al ity. The ser mons were the ex pres sions of
the spirit of the preach ers. Some were bit terly polem i cal, with out any
warmth of love for God or for man or for truth. Oth ers were filled with ra- 
bid rail ings against the Ro man ists and for mal ists; while those of the bet ter
class were full of Scrip tural in struc tion and ad mo ni tion de liv ered with an
earnest yearn ing for the per ma nent peace of Zion and for the con ver sion,
com fort ing and strength en ing of souls. It was to this class that Dr. Pas sa vant
be longed. Oh, how he prayed and pleaded for the peace of Jerusalem! More
than once did he tell the writer how he spent hours of the night on his knees
dur ing these sad days of es trange ment, mis trust and bit ter dis ap point ment.

The ex clu sion of the Penn syl va nia Synod at Ft. Wayne had led that ven- 
er a ble body, at its con ven tion one week later, to is sue a call for a con ven tion
of rep re sen ta tives of all Lutheran syn ods that un re servedly ac cepted all the
Con fes sions of the Church, even as Muh len berg and the Halle fa thers had
done. The call was, there fore, sent out for a fra ter nal con fer ence, to be held
at Read ing, Pa., in the fol low ing De cem ber.

It was now ev i dent that the Gen eral Synod was di vided and that a new
gen eral body was to be or ga nized.

The burn ing ques tion ev ery where was: What would the dis trict syn ods
of the Gen eral Synod now do? What would the con gre ga tions of the syn ods
do? What would the mem bers of the con gre ga tions do? Whither should they
go? To Read ing, and af ter Read ing to the new and strictly Lutheran con ven- 
tion at Ft. Wayne? Or should they re main in the old Gen eral Synod?
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A cam paign of ed u cat ing and ad vo cat ing and plead ing and blam ing and
de fam ing was in au gu rated in all parts of the Gen eral Synod. The ex cite ment
was like that of a po lit i cal cam paign. Many pul pits were turned into polem i- 
cal plat forms.

Not sat is fied with this, there were pub lic de bates in churches and in
school houses. Im promptu or a tors stood up on store boxes and on street cor- 
ners and aired their griev ances and their fears be fore the pub lic. Com mu ni- 
ties took sides and de bated on the streets and in the shops and stores. At
many a Lutheran fire side there were anx ious dis cus sions and earnest
prayers. Com mu ni ties were sun dered into hos tile par ties, churches were
split, and house holds di vided be tween them selves. There were sad and bit- 
ter alien ations, strifes and feuds. It was not an un heard of thing that some
zeal ous cham pi ons would try to “Prove their doc trine or tho dox by apos tolic
blows and knocks.”

In many cases the civil courts were called upon to set tle dis putes and
rights be tween those who bore the same church name and had com muned at
the same al tar. Some, too im pa tient of the law’s de lays, would take the law
into their own hands, and would lock the doors of the churches to pre vent
the op po site side from hav ing their fa vorite preacher. What all this meant to
Dr. Pas sa vant can only be imag ined. He was im mersed soul and body in his
In sti tu tions of mercy in Pitts burgh, Rochester, Zelieno ple, Mil wau kee,
Chicago and New York. He was found ing a col lege in the open ing of Thiel
Hall, at Phillips burg, Pa. He was deeply in ter ested in the Phil a del phia Sem i- 
nary. He was al ready plan ning and pray ing for the Chicago Sem i nary. He
was co-ed i tor of The Lutheran and Mis sion ary. He was pas tor of the
Rochester and Baden churches. He was ev ery body’s coun selor and ad viser.
Now came Church wars and ru mors of wars. There were few con gre ga tions
in the Pitts burgh Synod with whose found ing he had not had some thing to
do. There were few into which the present dis tur bance did not en ter. From
ev ery side Dr. Pas sa vant was ap pealed to. His per sonal pres ence was so- 
licited on all oc ca sions and in ev ery place. His ad vice was asked in heaps of
let ters ev ery day. More than ever did the care of all the churches rush in
upon him. More than ever did he have to be on train, on wagon, in buggy
and on foot, by day and by night, in heat and dust and storm, in jour ney ings
oft, in per ils by his own coun try men, and in per ils among false brethren. It
was largely through his in de fati ga ble labors and in flu ence that so large a
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ma jor ity of the Pitts burgh Synod stood firm for his toric and con fes sional
Lutheranism.

◊ Wart burg Or phans’ Farm School, Mt. Ver non, NY

It cer tainly seems strange to us, look ing back from this dis tance, that a
man so deeply de vout, so cer tainly spir i tual, so con sci en tiously con se crated;
a man who had shown his faith by his works as no other man in the Church
had done, and whose name and fame were a crown of glory to the Church
that he loved bet ter than he loved his life, in the heat and bit ter ness of the
con flict should be called a “hyp ocrite,” a “Ro man ist,” a “for mal ist” and
what not. Yet such is the fact, and such is hu man na ture.

We would not be un der stood, how ever, as claim ing that there was no
fault on the side of the con ser va tives. There were un wor thy men on that
side, also. There were men who used the plea of or tho doxy to cover up an
un be liev ing heart, men, whose pro fes sions of love of sound doc trine were
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used to cloak an im pure and a dis hon est life. There were oth ers who, while
not real hyp ocrites, were yet sorely at fault in spirit. Like ver i ta ble sons of
thun der they were ready to call down fire from heaven upon their op posers.
While they spoke and preached the truth, they did not speak it “in love.”
Their weapons were not al ways spir i tual, of ten in tensely car nal. Nei ther
were they al ways care ful to tell the whole truth and noth ing but the truth.
They were hu man, and the hu man played its sad part. The ra bies the ol o go- 
rum, from which Melanchthon prayed to be de liv ered, was too much in ev i- 
dence on the side that was con fes sion ally cor rect.

Even the good Dr. Pas sa vant was hu man. The heat and dust of the bat tle
some times blinded him so that he did not see clearly. His in dig na tion was
not al ways right eous nor his anger with out sin. He was not al ways fair to an
op po nent. He was some times too slow to ac knowl edge or for give a fault.
Like Luther, whose faith he cham pi oned, he was of ten wrong in spirit and
in method. But, like Luther, he was still a great and good man, a cho sen
ves sel of God, an em i nent saint, a John among the dis ci ples. God for gave
his in fir mi ties, set His seal upon him and his labors and de lighted to honor
him. Let him that is with out sin cast the first stone and let his tra duc ers and
vil i fiers show at least a mod icum of his con se cra tion, self-sac ri fice and
achieve ment for the cause of God and hu man ity.

At the con ven tion of the Pitts burgh Synod in Rochester, Pa., in Oc to ber,
1866, the in vi ta tion of the Penn syl va nia Synod to all syn ods that un re- 
servedly ac cept the Augs burg Con fes sion to send del e gates to a fra ter nal
con ven tion soon to be called, came up for ac tion, A res o lu tion was of fered
that the Pitts burgh Synod en dorse the move ment and send del e gates to the
Read ing Con fer ence. A very earnest and pro longed dis cus sion took place in
which Dr. Pas sa vant was one of the chief speak ers, and his words had prob- 
a bly more weight than those of any other man.

At the Read ing Con ven tion, in De cem ber, 1866, which re sulted from the
Penn syl va nia Synod’s in vi ta tion, Dr. Pas sa vant was one of the in flu en tial
speak ers in the dis cus sion of the fun da men tal prin ci ples of faith and church
polity which had been drawn up and sub mit ted by Dr. Krauth. This con ven- 
tion re sulted in the for ma tion of the Gen eral Coun cil in whose early his tory
the Doc tor bore such a prom i nent part and in which he re mained a po tent
fac tor un til the day of his death.
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Here is his hu mor ous and iron i cal ac count of the “Sym bol ism” of the Al- 
le gheny Synod:

STILL AN OTHER SYM BOL I CAL BOOK.

"Our brethren of the Al le gheny Synod who have so zeal ously con- 
tended against ‘creeds as long as the Bible’ and for very short ones,
are in dan ger of do ing some thing which will as ton ish even them- 
selves. It is not enough that, years ago, they re solved that all li cen ti- 
ates in ad di tion to the qual i fied sub scrip tion to the Augs burg Con fes- 
sion rec om mended by the Gen eral Synod, should solemnly de clare
that they re ceive these fun da men tal doc trines, etc., as ex plained by
Dr. S. S. S., in his ‘Pop u lar The ol ogy,’ thus bind ing them not only to
those doc trines, but to the very ex pla na tions of them in a Sys tem of
The ol ogy larger than the ‘Form of Con cord,’ to say noth ing of the
Bible. But one Sym bol i cal Book, it seems, was not enough to keep
out heresy, and will it be be lieved, an other much ‘larger than the
Bible’ has been added. A min is ter may re ceive the Con fes sion with
all his heart, he may pos si bly even be lieve the ex pla na tion of it in the
Pop u lar The ol ogy, but all this will avail him noth ing so long as he
does not ‘read the Lutheran Ob server.’ He may not be able to af ford
it. No dif fer ence! He must af ford it. He may not like it; but he must
like it. It may abuse him, and he may not care to see him self abused,
but ‘read it’ he must— ed i to ri als, se lec tions, church no tices, ad ver- 
tise ments of bit ters, pills, pow ders and all, or he can have no part in
the min istry. Does any one say. this is a joke? We should pro nounce it
rather a large one, but on page thirty of the min utes of the twenty-
fifth con ven tion in re ply to a let ter from a pas tor of one of their prin- 
ci pal charges, in which he men tioned that he did not read the Ob- 
server, in which the no tice of the meet ing was pub lished, we find the
fol low ing ex tract from the com mit tee’s re port:

“‘The sec ond rea son we re gard as not only in valid but a re proach
to a man pro fess ing to be a Lutheran min is ter, hold ing as we do, that
no man is com pe tent to serve a Lutheran con gre ga tion in con nec tion
with the Al le gheny Synod who does not read the Lutheran Ob server
’Re ceived and adopted.’ Arte mus Ward would cer tainly call this ‘sar- 
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cas sum’ but Arte mus would be greatly mis taken. It is solemn, down- 
right earnest. Look at it again, ‘hold ing as we do,’ etc., but this is but
the so ri ous lan guage of the old con fes sors in tak ing their stand for
their creed, and wit ness ing it be fore all the world. Alas! What are
these brethren com ing to? Where is now the ‘free dom of the will,’,
the ‘creed as long as the Bible,’ the ‘strait jacket’ of this en light ened
nine teenth cen tury?’ We stand in doubt of these brethren. We are
afraid they are med i tat ing some thing dread ful. They are go ing into
the creed busi ness quite too ex ten sively for us. If the brakes are not
put on their down train it will cer tainly run off and do se ri ous mis- 
chief. The next sym bol i cal move ment may be to com pel its min is ters
to read some liv ing or some dead man’s whole li brary, or de clare
those who pre fer not to do so as ‘in com pe tent to serve a Lutheran
con gre ga tion in con nec tion with the Al le gheny Synod.’ There is rea- 
son in all things, and mod er a tion is a great Chris tian virtue. Be easy,
then, with those of your min is ters who can not take so much in the
creed line all at once. They can come to it by and by. There is noth ing
like try ing, but for the present, be pa tient. Don’t pro nounce them ‘in- 
com pe tent.’ A the o log i cal sys tem, and so soon af ter wards, a weekly
news pa per, with its var ied con tents, re li gious, lit er ary, po lit i cal, sec u- 
lar and medic i nal, is trav el ing en tirely too ‘fast and makes men cry
out, ’What next?’ Any rea son able amount they may be pre pared to
re ceive, but mak ing them swal low a whole news pa per, nolens volens,
on pain of the anath ema of ‘in com pe tency,’ is a lit tle oo steep an op- 
er a tion even for those who pro fess to stand on the lib eral ba sis of the
Gen eral Synod.”

When the Al le gheny Synod passed res o lu tions that set aside their agree- 
ment with the Pitts burgh Synod as to bound ary lines, Dr. Pas sa vant in a
long ed i to rial gave vent to his right eous in dig na tion. He con cludes as fol- 
lows:

“Now that the po si tion has been de lib er ately taken, that ‘faith is
not to be kept’ with any min is ters, churches or syn ods but such as are
con nected with the Gen eral Synod, an as so ci a tion which does not
rep re sent one-tenth of the com mu ni cant mem ber ship of the Lutheran
Church in the United States, we call the at ten tion of the whole broth- 
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er hood to the fact that tho first body to thus unchurch and ig nore the
Lutheran char ac ter of all oth ers is one of the syn ods of the Gen eral
Synod. What a com men tary on the boasted ‘lib er al ity’ of men who
can re ceive the Franck eans with their Ar ian Creed to this day un re- 
pealed in their con sti tu tion, and yet prac ti cally unchurch all evan gel i- 
cal Luther ans not in the Gen eral Synod. Had the Synod of Penn syl va- 
nia and ad ja cent States on with draw ing from the Gen eral Synod in
last June passed a res o lu tion, ‘that in view of the ac tion of the body of
Ft. Wayne, it hereby re sumes its for mer bound aries as they ex isted
prior to the for ma tion of West Penn syl va nia, Mary land and Vir ginia,’
etc., what a cry of ‘old Lutheran big otry’ would at once have been
heard over the land. It would have been made the sta ple of ser mons,
ad dresses, pam phlets, news pa per ar ti cles and ed i to ri als, from the cen- 
ter to the cir cum fer ence of the Church, and men would have held
their breath in as ton ish ment ‘at the in tol er ance of the sym bol ists.’ But
‘this is quite a dif fer ent thing,’ and the Ob server of this week, just
fresh from the press, de fends and jus ti fies it all. Ex actly so! Ev ery- 
thing is fair in pol i tics and par ti san ship. But God hath said, ‘As for
those who turn aside unto their crooked ways the Lord shall lead
them forth with the work ers of in iq uity, but peace shall be in Is rael.’”

To show what kind of men were of ten the bold est in de cry ing as ’for mal- 
ists," “Ro man ists”and “hyp ocrites” those who loved the doc trines of the
Augs burg Con fes sion, to show who were the men who were loud est in
claim ing “vi tal piety,” “deep spir i tu al ity”and “ex per i men tal re li gion” for
them selves, we sub join this from a let ter writ ten to Dr. Pas sa vant:

“There is an other man of whom you may have heard who, though
not now in the bounds of your synod, may do you much harm. I mean
the Rev. ”W., of B. Have an eye on him. He is a vile wretch, des ti tute
alike of prin ci ple and re li gion; a man of strong pas sion and un re lent- 
ing vin dic tive ness. There are sins of the deep est dye of which he has
been guilty, which if made pub lic would not only ex clude him from
the min istry but from all re spectable so ci ety. The per sons who know
this are com mit ted to se crecy. And I make men tion of it to you as a
con fi den tial mat ter only to show you who are the men se lected to do
the most abom inable sec tar ian work."
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That all is not gold that glit ters, and that there is not al ways the most real
piety where there are the loud est pro fes sions, came out again and again dur- 
ing that sad con tro versy be tween the rad i cals and the con ser va tives. Here is
an ac count writ ten to Dr. Pas sa vant of the do ings in a the o log i cal sem i nary
presided over by one of the au thors of the Def i nite Plat form:

“I have a copy of a pa per pub lished there by the stu dents, a pa per
which, in the lan guage of Prof. S., is full of ob scen ity and blas phemy,
pub lished, on his own ac knowl edg ment, by the o log i cal stu dents. I
will keep it for you, and I want you to see it. I think the Church ought
to know what a hot-bed of cor rup tion it is. One of the sons of one of
the au thors of the Def i nite Plat form and a num ber of oth ers went so
far as to hold a mock com mu nion with bread and whisky. I would not
have be lieved half that is in the blas phe mous sheet had not S. ac- 
knowl edged it all on the floor of synod.”

There had been se ri ous trou ble in the First church, Pitts burgh, Dr. Pas sa- 
vant’s for mer church. The rad i cal el e ment had sev eral men in the coun cil.
As the church was va cant they were de ter mined to se cure a man af ter their
own heart for pas tor. But, ow ing largely to the quiet in flu ence of Dr. Pas sa- 
vant, the large ma jor ity stood firmly for con ser va tive Lutheranism and the
Gen eral Coun cil. The baf fled op po si tion now took things into their own
hands, got pos ses sion of the church key and locked the door to pre vent the
con gre ga tion from hav ing ser vices. They would not give up the key un til
or dered by the courts to do so.

They then se ceded from the con gre ga tion and, with a great flour ish of
trum pets, started an op po si tion church. This con gre ga tion, how ever, soon
came to naught. Here is a note from Pas sa vant on the sub ject:

“I am about ex hausted with the pres sure of church trou bles, but
God sus tains me won der fully, for which I bless His holy name. The
Rev. Dr. S. was here on Sun day and is re ported to have preached ‘two
splen did ser mons’ in the Third Pres by te rian church, whose pas tor
was ab sent. The ‘holy’ peo ple from our church were there in large
force, but I am told that the con gre ga tion in our church was as good
as be fore. What a pe cu liar mercy from God that this cen tral church
was saved to the synod and to the truth. We re ally have great rea son
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to be very thank ful for this and for Brother Laird’s com ing. Dr. C. is
here at his old busi ness, ‘log-rolling’ and wire-work ing. Oh, how
weary I am of these mean men who have turned aside to their
crooked ways and are now be ly ing the faith of the broth er hood.”

Here is a sam ple of many sim i lar let ters writ ten to and about him by bit ter
par ti sans:

"Some four years ago I with drew my pa tron age from the Lutheran
and Mis sion ary be cause I saw that it was es tab lished to cre ate or at
least to widen and in ten sify the breach which now un hap pily dis turbs
the har mony in the Lutheran Church in this coun try. You have had a
prin ci pal agency in cre at ing this breach, as is ap par ent from the bit- 
ter ness with which you have de nounced the Gen eral Synod, its
friends and sup port ers, in the col umns of your pa per. The le gal
records of Arm strong County af ford abun dant ev i dence of your vin- 
dic tive ness. Apart from more re cent events nearer home my ap pre- 
hen sion would be dull, in deed, if I did not find in all this good rea- 
sons for such an opin ion of an old friend.

"I de ter mined, in early life, not to form my friend ships hastily, and
never to sever them if I could avoid it, with out good and suf fi cient
cause. In the present case the fault is not mine, which in ter rupts the
friendly re la tions of ‘a quar ter of a cen tury.’ No one re grets it more
deeply than I do, not only for my self, but for the hosts of other
friends whom you have lost. If you can con cil i ate the wrath of heaven
for your vi o lent sun der ing of fam ily ties, the dis rup tion of so cial
ameni ties, the loss of one old friend, or even of many will be of lit tle
mo ment in the set tle ment of your great ac count. To the mercy of that
tri bunal I com mend you.

“I bid you an af fec tion ate farewell.”

The Rev. Dr. Mor ris of Bal ti more, was a life long friend of Dr. Pas sa vant.
He was one of the many con ser va tive Luther ans who re mained in the Gen- 
eral Synod. He was a hu morist as well as a the olo gian. When the con tro- 
versy was rife in the Pitts burgh Synod he wrote for the Lutheran and Mis- 
sion ary the fol low ing ac count of a con gre ga tional meet ing:
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COM MU NI CA TION

"Mr. Mis sion ary: — I would like to tell you some thing about how
they do busi ness in some parts of west ern Penn syl va nia but I never
wrote for a pa per and I don’t hardly know how to say it. But if you
agree to put it in your pa per, free of ex pense to me, I will tell you
about a’ meet ing I was at last Sat ur day. Of course my wife was along.
The day was very pleas ant, and I says to Sal ley (that’s my wife),
‘Let’s hitch up Doll and go to that con gre ga tional meet ing up at
K."Well,’ says she, ‘I just thought I would like to hear the pro ceed- 
ings there to-day;’ so she got her self ready and we hitched up Doll
and we went. When we got there, there was a great many folks there,
and we set down un til meet ing com menced.

"The preacher came pretty soon and then sung a hymn and read a
chap ter and prayed. Then a small man came in with a big book and
laid it upon the ta ble. Says I to Sal ley, ‘What is that?’ says she, ‘I
guess it’s a big Bible."No,’ says I, ‘the preacher had a Bible to read
out of be fore;’ then some body said it was the church book. ‘Law me,’
says Sal ley, ‘I won der whether that is full of church mat ters; they
must do a great deal of busi ness here to need such a big book.’ I won- 
dered, too.

"Well, the preacher moved that some body should be chair man,
and then they elected that man, and he set down on a chair. Then an- 
other man moved that the man that brought that church book in
should be the sec re tary. Then they elected him, too. Thinks I, ‘that’s
nice, that goes right along with out any trou ble, truly these folks can
agree, that’s the way church mem bers ought to agree.’

"Well, the chair man or some body else, I don’t rec ol lect moved
that the women should have a vote, and some body else said, ‘So they
ought,’ and then they voted for that and they all voted for it. ‘Sal ley,’
says I, ‘I would like to join this church, this is a Chris tian church, see
how they all agree to gether; I like to see that.’

"Then some body moved for giv ing the build ing com mit tee power
to bor row money to put the church un der roof. The sec re tary said
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they would have to stop build ing if the con gre ga tion didn’t let them
do that and then their house would go to rack and they would lose all
they had paid out so far, I don’t rec ol lect how much he said, and they
voted on that and the all agreed on it and they voted against it. And
af ter it was all done, then the chair man got up and said, ‘Now you’
have done it, now you will see what will be come of our church prop- 
erty; it will all be sold for us and then we have noth ing,’ I thought
that was queer. Why did he not say that be fore thy voted? And he
didn’t stay in side the rail ing ei ther when he spoke. He got out side, I
thought that was queer, too. But he set down again in side the rail ing,
on his chair.

"Then some body moved again, and some body else sec onded that.
It was some thing about whether they would go into the Gen eral
Coun cil or not. Then the sec re tary said, he would read a let ter to the
con gre ga tion and that said that Brother Bassler could not come, but
he sent Mr. Pas sa vant in his place and hoped they would re ceive him.
But the preacher jumped up and said he didn’t want Pas sa vant, and he
spoke real mad about it. I thought that was strange for a Chris tian
min is ter to get so mad all at once. I couldn’t un der stand what all this
meant, but then the sec re tary said what it was. He said some mem bers
had come to him and wanted him to get a man to speak and ex plain
what the Gen eral Coun cil in tended to do.

"Whether they were go ing to take back the times of Luther again
and make crosses on a per son when they were bap tized and drive the
devil out, and abol ish the Sab bath, and do such things. The preacher
had said that was what they were go ing to do, and they didn’t be lieve
it. They wanted Mr. Pas sa vant to say if it was true. But the preacher
jumped up again and said he could tell them all about it him self. They
didn’t need Pas sa vant and so on. Some body be hind me handed me a
printed let ter that the preacher had wrote and got printed. He paid
twenty dol lars they said, for what he got printed. He sent them all
over the coun try and tried to make peo ple be lieve that the preach ers
who be longed to the Gen eral Coun cil was go ing over to the Pope, to
ride in his steam boat. The chair man got np again and went out side
that rail ing and said that there was a lie out some where.
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"I asked Sal ley why that chair man didn’t stay in side the rail ing
when he spoke. The sec re tary didn’t go out. She thought per haps he
was afraid to say in side what he said out for fear of des e crat ing the
al tar. I thought so, too, then, per haps that was the rea son. The
preacher jumped up again and slapped his fist on a pa per, as mad as
fire, and said mem bers must ask him first if they wanted any body else
to speak and then the con gre ga tion, too. Some body else said the
preacher had no more power than a sin gle mem ber. I thought so too,
and so did Sal ley. I think so yet and Sal ley does, too. What do you
think?

"Well, they voted at last, and twenty-three voted to let Pas sa vant
ex plain the mat ter, and twenty-five voted that he shouldn’t. I thought
that was queer. Was the preacher afraid to have his let ter an swered? It
looked so.

"Then they voted again to stay out of the Gen eral Coun cil or go in,
and sev en teen voted to go in and twenty-seven not to go in. The
preacher throwed dust in his mem bers’ eyes. Whole hand fuls. I saw it
plainly.

"Fi nally they ad journed; but I felt bad. Says I to Sal ley, ‘Let’s go
home. I don’t be lieve them twenty-three got jus tice done; it looks
very queer to me that they wouldn’t let Mr. Pas sa vant ex plain the
other side. Now,’ says I to Sal ley, ‘if the preacher said what was true
in his let ter, why should he per suade his peo ple not to let Pas sa vant
speak?’ And I thought, too, there must be a lie out some where, as the
chair man said. Sal ley thinks so, too. What do you think?

"Yours truly, Luther aner.

P. S.— Since I wrote the above I heard more about this trou ble. If
you print this and want to hear the end, I will write next week if I can
get my corn up in time.

Luther aner."
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In the midst of all the wor ries of that event ful year there came sore sick ness
and suf fer ing into the Pas sa vant home. The Doc tor was ab sent ev ery day for
nearly a week at a church trial in Kit tan ning. The pas tor there had tried to
alien ate the con gre ga tion from the Pitts burgh synod. To this end he had
pub lished a pam phlet in which he tried to make his peo ple be lieve that the
Gen eral Coun cil peo ple were go ing to wards Rome and would en deavor to
Ro man ize the Church. By cit ing frag men tary and gar bled ex tracts, torn out
of their con nec tion, from the Con fes sions of the Church, he had tried to
make be lieve that these Con fes sions taught a me chan i cal and mag i cal op er- 
a tion of the Sacra ments and a heart less and life less for mal ism. As Dr. Pas- 
sa vant was not al lowed to preach in the church dur ing the trial he was asked
to preach in the Court House. A large rep re sen ta tive au di ence heard him at- 
ten tively as he calmly met the slan ders and, by full and fair quo ta tion from
the Con fes sions, showed that they teach the very op po site of what the pam- 
phlet had claimed. The ser mon had the de sired ef fect. The pas tor had to
leave, the con gre ga tion re mained loyal to the Pitts burgh Synod, and has
ever since been happy in the Gen eral Coun cil.

While the Doc tor was ab sorbed in this un con ge nial af fair three of his
sons were se ri ously sick at home. He came down from Kit tan ning to Pitts- 
burgh ev ery evening and re turned in the morn ing. William had been at the
point of death but re cov ered. Frank grad u ally grew worse and died. Here is
an ex tract from one of his let ters at this time:

’The shad ows of the dark val ley are grad u ally gath er ing around
our youngest son, lit tle Frank Her man. The change since yes ter day is
so marked that the doc tor who came at six o’clock in the morn ing
was con founded. All his reme dies fail to op er ate, and the sweet lit tle
suf ferer is fad ing away be fore our eyes … Of our feel ings I will say
noth ing ex cept that we pray for sub mis sion. It seems as if our hearts
must burst, but God is with us, nearer than ever. For get us not, dear
Brother Bassler, in your prayers, and try to be ready with the or phan
chil dren to lay our dear lamb in the quiet rest ing place with the other
beloved sleep ers there… Poor Eliza is heart-bro ken and has not slept
for five nights. Her anx i eties and bur dens from the first have been too
great for her."

Shortly af ter this, on his forty-sixth birth day, he writes his mother:



502

"To-day is my birth day, though none of us re mem bered it till
evening, and it is meet and right that I should de vote its clos ing hours
to her unto whom, un der God, I am in debted for what lit tle of good I
have been en abled to ac com plish in life. Forty-six years ago I came
into this world a fee ble child, and through how long a por tion of this
long time were not you the un wea ried and lov ing watcher by my side,
in cit ing me to what was pure and good and re strain ing me from the
man i fold temp ta tions which be set my path way. Not a day passes in
which I do not re call the pow er ful in flu ence of your ex am ple or your
words, and as the years gather around me I am made to re al ize more
and more the great love of God, not only in giv ing but also in pre- 
serv ing you to me, even to this hour. You have so of ten laid your
hand upon my head, dear est mother, and blessed your son, that it is
the nat u ral prompt ing of a lov ing and grate ful heart to do the same for
you, ever thank ing and bless ing you for all your ten der ness, pru dence
and love, and silent but most pow er ful re straints of your teach ing and
your life. Once more, too, I ask your for give ness for all the anx i ety
and pain I have caused you by the way ward ness and sins of my youth
and the mis takes and er rors of riper years. I know, in deed, that you
have long since done so, but I am anx ious that you should re al ize that
these things are a per pet ual sor row to me and that I can only feel
happy when I know that I be wail them be fore God and my dear est
mother.

“Many thanks, dear est mother, to you and Sid ney for your many
acts of kind ness to Eliza and the chil dren. The lat ter felt badly in re- 
turn ing, and have very much to say of ‘dear grandma’ and all the
things she told and showed them. Poor Harry seems like ‘a lost
Pleiad,’ who misses Frank at ev ery step and wan ders about the house,
look ing lonely in deed.”

In 1873 a cer tain Mr. Ziegen fuss, who had been grad u ated from Penn syl va- 
nia Col lege, stud ied at Phil a del phia Sem i nary, and had been or dained by the
Penn syl va nia Synod, went over to the Epis co palians. This moved the
Rev. Dr. Diehl to write an ar ti cle in the Ob server, in which he claimed that
the ten dency of the Phil a del phia Sem i nary and of the Gen eral Coun cil is to
“High Church Epis co pacy.” In re ply we find this ed i to rial in the Lutheran
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and Mis sion ary of Feb. 6, 1873; we are not cer tain that it is from the pen of
Dr. Pas sa vant but we are cer tain that it ex presses his views. We quote only
the lat ter half of the ar ti cle:

"If there are any other min is ters who have made such a change
from the syn ods con nected with the Gen eral Coun cil since its for ma- 
tion, we do not know who they are. Let them be named be fore so un- 
just and in ju ri ous an as ser tion is started on its round of false wit ness.
Even in this try ing time of change and tran si tion in all our de nom i na- 
tions we can not suf fi ciently thank God for the re mark able progress
to ward the unity of the faith and the es tab lish ment of so many in the
truth of Christ as con fessed by the Church.

"Let us now look at the facts on the other side, the changes of the
Gen eral Synod min is ters to Epis co pacy. They will, per haps, sur prise
some as they sur prised us. The first and sec ond cases we note oc- 
curred about the time Dr. Diehl en tered the min istry and the sec ond
cre ated no small sen sa tion at the time, as Mr. Kehler was known in
those days as ‘a new mea sure man.’ Here are the names:

"1. Rev. Wm. Skull, of the Vir ginia Synod, who stud ied at the
The o log i cal Sem i nary in Get tys burg, Rev. Dr. S. S. Schmucker be ing
his teacher in the ol ogy.

"2. Rev. John Kehler, of the Mary land Synod, also of Get tys burg
Sem i nary, same in struc tor.

"3. Rev. Ed ward Meyer, of the New York Synod, ed u cated at
Hartwick, Rev. Dr. Miller his tu tor in the ol ogy.

"4. Rev. W. R. Rally, li censed by the Mary land Synod, who stud- 
ied at the Get tys burg Sem i nary, Dr. S. S. S. in struc tor.

"5. Rev. Mr. Von Schmidt, stud ied at Get tys burg and re-or dained
by Bishop Kem per, of Wis con sin.

"6. Rev. Dr. W. M. Reynolds, con firmed by Rev. Dr. Kurtz, re-con- 
firmed by Bishop White house; or dained by the Mary land Synod, re-
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or dained in Illi nois; stud ied in the Get tys burg Sem i nary and was a
mem ber of one of the Illi nois syn ods con nected with the Gen eral
Synod at the time of his pass ing over.

"7. Rev. Mr. Steck, stud ied at Get tys burg and be longed to one of
the syn ods in Penn syl va nia con nected with the Gen eral Synod.

"8. Rev. A. Rumph, stud ied at Hartwick and be longed to the
Hartwick Synod. Rev. Dr. Miller his in struc tor in the ol ogy.

"9. Rev. F. M. Bird, stud ied at Hartwick Sem i nary; same in struc- 
tor. At the time of the sep a ra tion be longed to the New York Min is- 
terium. Would not go to the se ced ers and could not go to the Gen eral
Coun cil be cause he was not a Lutheran. Broad Church in doc trine
and lat i tu di nar ian in his ideas, he fi nally floated into the Epis co palian
Church.

"10. Rev. John C. Weills, son of Rev. A. Weills, Wash ing ton, Pa.,
stud ied part of his course in th’e Phil a del phia Sem i nary, but, as the
Ob server of that day de clared, he could not en dure sym bol ism and
went over to the Gen eral Synod with great eclat, was ad mit ted to the
min istry by the East Penn syl va nia_ Synod but not given one of the
lead ing churches in the Gen eral Synod as Dr. Hut ter had hoped, be- 
came dis sat is fied, took charge at Valatie, N. Y., was sus pected of Uni- 
ver sal ism, ac cused of it by some of the peo ple and re signed. A few
weeks be fore he joined the Epis co pal Church he de clared to a gen tle- 
man who vis ited him his be lief in Uni ver sal ism and scoffed at the
evan gel i cal faith on this point.

“We turn their own ar gu ment against the Gen eral Synod ed i tors,
and ask for them to tell us why so many of their men de velop in this
Epis co pal di rec tion. Let them an swer the ques tion, and when they
have tried their hand on that we will be pre pared with an other.”

Here is an ex tract from a chatty let ter to Dr. Mor ris, in which he speaks of
the con scious ness of the creep ing on of old age. He also ex presses his opin- 
ion con cern ing a scur rilous Ger man pe ri od i cal called Kelle und Schw ert,
which ap peared for a short time from Phil a del phia. It was pub lished anony- 
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mously and un der a pre tended zeal for reine Lehre and echtes Deutschthum,
it slan der ously at tacked the best men of the Gen eral Coun cil as well as its
In sti tu tions:

"Here we are toil ing on day af ter day in the care of the var i ous In- 
sti tu tions, The in ter ests at Mil wau kee and Chicago have be come so
im por tant and time-oc cu py ing and con sum ing that I hardly know
where to be gin or end. And be sides, so many dear old friends and
helpers have died that I feel the bur den at times very heavy all along
the line. Re turned lately from my one hun dred and eigh teenth trip to
the West. It is be com ing such a trial to leave home and, what is worst
of all, I am be gin ning to get ei ther tired or lazy, I know not which.
You will laugh at a young ster of only sixty-seven talk ing thus when
you, slightly be yond eighty, lim ber about like a man of fifty. But so it
is, and I can not help but con fess the truth.

"You won der whether I will re ply to Helle und Schw ert. as some- 
one calls it. Nay, ver ily! I do not even read what they say about me. I
would as soon at tack and de fend my self against a skunk as to en ter
into a con tro versy with such black guards. They have made the Ger- 
man name a stench in the Church and have com pletely killed them- 
selves. For some rea son or other the Lord per mits such as sas sins to
live, just as He per mits bed bugs, horse flies and South ern woodticks
to bite and tor ment. But the re sult will be a blessed one. ‘As for those
that turn aside unto their crooked ways, the Lord shall lead them forth
with the work ers of in iq uity; but peace shall be upon Is rael."’
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19. Or phan Work – Rochester –
Zelieno ple – Mount Ver non

IN the Lutheran and Mis sion ary of July 30, 1863, we find this ac count
of the progress of Dr. Pas sa vant’s world in Rochester and Zelieno ple:

"The sec ond week in July was a mem o rable one in the his tory of
the Home and Farm School. Though late in ap pear ing, a few no tices
of the events which then took place will not be with out spe cial in ter- 
est to many of our read ers. The first of these was the ded i ca tion to
God and to the sa cred pur poses of mercy of the new Or phans’ Home
at Rochester, Beaver County, Pa.

"The re moval of the Home from Pitts burgh to this place, was
lately an nounced in our col umns. It was the fi nal re sult of years of
painful wait ing, and of earnest in quiry in re gard to the ques tion,
‘What would be for the best in ter ests of the In sti tu tion?’ From its
com mence ment in 1852, it had been in a part of the old In fir mary, but
the rooms hith erto oc cu pied were now needed for hos pi tal pur poses.
The claims of the sick could not be dis re garded and a re moval else- 
where was un avoid able. But where to go was the ques tion. The want
of means, but mainly the cost of suf fi cient ground pre cluded the idea
of lo cat ing a per ma nent home in the city. Be sides, the wel fare of the
chil dren called for a res i dence in the coun try. Past ex pe ri ence with the
boys in di cated a sim i lar lo ca tion for the girls. It was felt that such a
home would be health ier, cheaper, hap pier and bet ter in many im por- 
tant re spects. For tu nately, may we not say, prov i den tially, we had for
years past a small farm which seemed to be the very lo ca tion de sired,
and, though given for other char i ties, when means were not fur nished
by the Church for their es tab lish ment we asked and ob tained per mis- 
sion of the kind donors to de vote it as a home for or phan chil dren.
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Ac cord ingly, we of fered it to the Dea coness In sti tu tion for this and
kin dred pur poses and, af ter due con sid er a tion, the of fer was thank- 
fully ac cepted, the trans fer of the prop erty made and recorded, and ar- 
range ments en tered into for the re moval of the Home from Pitts burgh
to Rochester. This was not ac com plished with out con sid er able la bor
and ex pense, for the dwelling houses on the farm needed re new ing, a
school house had to be built and a name less but nec es sary change of
the whole es tab lish ment to fit it for the new pur poses to which it was
to be ap pro pri ated. Then came the re moval of the chil dren, with the
sis ters in charge, to this new home. This took place some two months
ago, so that the in con ve niences of mov ing time are now for got ten and
the two or phan fam i lies are fully es tab lished in their com fort able
dwelling.

"The con se cra tion to God of this prop erty with its build ings and
grounds was thought to be an ap pro pri ate act of faith and thanks giv- 
ing. Ac cord ingly, on Wednes day af ter noon, July 8, in the pres ence of
the Board of Vis i tors and other friends, the whole was ded i cated to
the ser vice of God, in the care and re lief of the fa ther less. The as sem- 
bled con gre ga tion met in the or chard just in the rear of the school
house. The sky above was over cast with clouds, as if in kind ness to
ward off the noon-day sun. A pleas ant breeze cooled the sul try air. In
the dis tance for nearly twenty miles, the beau ti ful val ley of the Ohio
with its nu mer ous vil lages and ham lets was spread out be fore the eye
of the be holder, while the two or phan fam i lies of twenty-five lit tle
girls, with the sis ters, were grouped to gether on the grass, sweetly
singing the praise of the Re deemer. Then the his tory of the In sti tu tion
was traced from its first be gin ning to the present time, and the his tory
also of the pur chase of this Or phan Farm, orig i nat ing as it did with
the do na tion of three thou sand dol lars un ex pect edly made to us by a
gen tle man, on the train. The char ac ter of the char ity was ex plained
from the char ter, its ben e fits open to all with out dis tinc tion of coun try
or creed, but its pos i tive re li gious teach ings clearly de fined and set- 
tled by the same in stru ment, so that the bick er ings of sec tar ian jeal- 
ousy may not rob the fa ther less of the blessed faith of Christ. That
faith was then unit edly con fessed by the or phans be fore the vis i tors
and the of fi cers of the In sti tu tion, af ter which, the Di rec tor, Rev. H.
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Reck, solemnly of fered up to God the en tire es tab lish ment, as a home
for the fa ther less, for ever. The ser vices were sim ple but im pres sive,
and tears of thanks giv ing and pi ous joy coursed down many cheeks.

"The sit u a tion of the new In sti tu tion is one of sin gu lar and ro man- 
tic beauty. It is, in this re spect, all that could be de sired in or der that
our chil dren may carry with them through life a pleas ant re mem- 
brance of their early home. The tract of land con tains forty-five or
more acres and is suf fi ciently large for an In sti tu tion of one hun dred
and fifty chil dren. By the re cent pay ment of a debt of a thou sand dol- 
lars which yet re mained, this prop erty is prac ti cally free from all li a- 
bil i ties. The lo ca tion is deemed pe cu liarly suit able. It is sit u ated a
mile from the vil lage of Rochester on the Pitts burgh and Chicago rail- 
road, about twenty-six miles from Pitts burgh and ten miles from
Zelieno ple, the road to which passes by its very door. All the trains
stop at the Rochester sta tion, so that it is ac ces si ble by rail from east
and west, and north and south. No other point in West ern Penn syl va- 
nia com bines so many ad van tages for such an In sti tu tion as this. Its
prox im ity to the Farm School, where the broth ers of many of the girls
re side, is very im por tant, and the chil dren of both In sti tu tions an nu- 
ally meet to strengthen the sa cred ties of friend ship.

"The Lutheran Dea coness In sti tu tion in this city is in cor po rated by
the Leg is la ture, and the ob jects, as set forth in the char ter, are ‘The
re lief of the sick and in sane, the care of the or phan, the ed u ca tion of
youth and the ex er cise of mercy to the un for tu nate and des ti tute.’ An
or ga nized and per ma nent ex is tence is thus pro vided for an In sti tu tion
the mem bers of which de vote them selves, with out any vows, to the
re lief of the suf fer ing in the four great fields of hu man mis ery, the
field of the sick and in sane, of the poor, of the ig no rant, and of the
im pris oned and fallen. The char ter like wise pro vides for the re cep tion
of any new mem bers. Ac cord ingly, at ten o’clock on the morn ing of
Wednes day, July 8, a num ber of friends with the or phans filled the lit- 
tle school house chapel of the Home to wit ness the solemn in tro duc- 
tion into the of fice of Dea coness of three young ladies, who for a
con sid er able time past have been in mates of the In fir mary and Home,
and have ‘made full proof of their min istry.’ Af ter the chant ing of a
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Psalm and the rep e ti tion of the Com mand ments by the or phans, a se- 
lec tion from the Scrip tures was read by Rev. G. Bassler, which was
fol lowed by an ap pro pri ate hymn. The Di rec tor of the Dea coness In- 
sti tute then preached a short ser mon from Ro mans 16: 1, 2, ‘I com- 
mend unto you Phoebe, our sis ter, who is a ser vant (dea coness) of the
church at Cenchrea, that ye re ceive her in the Lord as be cometh
saints, and that ye as sist her in what so ever busi ness she hath need of
yon, for she has been a suc corer of many and of my self also.’ The
Scrip tural au thor ity for the of fice of Dea coness was ar gued from the
gen eral con sent of the Church from the be gin ning and the prac tice of
the Church in its purest ages. The du ties also of this of fice were fully
de scribed. The Chris tian dea coness is, first, a ser vant of Christ. She is
such, not only in the gen eral sense in which all be liev ers are ser vants
of Him ‘whose they are and whom they serve,’ but in that high sense
in which the whole be ing is con se crated to the ser vice and glory of
the Re deemer. Sec ondly, a ser vant of the Church. Christ and His peo- 
ple are one. Serv ing Christ, such a one be comes a ser vant of all for
Je sus’ sake. Not only, like Phoebe, does she be come ‘a suc corer of
many’ among the be liev ing, but her mer ci ful mis sion is like wise ex- 
tended to the mis er able and sin ful who are with out. The hope of ‘sav- 
ing some’ makes the most painful ser vice light. Un der its in spir ing
in flu ence the dread of con ta gion van ishes, weari ness is for got ten, in- 
grat i tude is dis re garded and life or death is gained. Thirdly, a ser vant
to her as so ciates in the work of mercy. In this com mu nity of kin dred
hearts and toil ing hands Christ is the mas ter and all are ser vants. To
be use ful to each other, to aid in their teach ing, to share their anx i eties
and bear their bur dens, es pe cially in the first months and years of
weak ness and mis giv ing, and thus to ful fill the law of Christ, is an
im por tant work of this Chris tian ser vice. Here em phat i cally none
liveth unto her self, and all are mem bers one of an other.
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◊ Rev. G. C. Holls

"The ser mon be ing ended, the three sis ters ap proached the al tar
and an swered af fir ma tively the fol low ing ques tions in a dis tinct and
coura geous voice:

"1. Have you, of your own free choice, moved thereto by the love
of Je sus Christ and with out the per sua sion of oth ers, cho sen this ser- 
vice upon which you are now about to en ter?

"2. Are you re solved faith fully to per form the du ties of a Chris tian
Dea coness in the fear of God and ac cord ing to His Word so long as
you con tinue in this of fice?
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"The right hand of Chris tian recog ni tion was now given to these
our fel low-la bor ers by the of fi cers of the In sti tu tion, af ter which they
were com mit ted to God in fer vent prayer. The singing of the fol low- 
ing ap pro pri ate hymn, with the bene dic tion, closed the solemn ser- 
vices:

 "If so poor a worm as I
 May to Thy great glory live,
 All my ac tions sanc tify,
 All my words and thoughts re ceive;
 Claim me for Thy ser vice, claim
 All I have and all I am.

 "Take my soul and body’s pow ers!
 Take my mem ory, mind and will,
 All my goods and all my hours,
 All I know and all I feel;
 All I think, or speak, or do;
 Take my heart; but make it new.

 “Now, O God, Thine own I am:
 Now, I give Thee back Thine own.
 Free dom, friends and health, and fame.
 Con se crate to Thee alone.
 Thine I live, thrice happy I;
 Hap pier still, if Thine I die!”

“May we not ask: ’ Who will next con se crate them selves to this
holy ser vice?”Who next will say, ‘Here am I, send me?’ Will not
some at least pon der this ques tion of duty? Chris tian Women! Shall
hun dreds and thou sands of the young men of this land nobly rush to
bat tle and to death when their coun try calls, and can you refuse when
Christ in vites you to this peace ful la bor for souls? It can not be! He
calls you not to de stroy men’s lives, but to save them. The ser vice
may be toil some, but He will make it light. It may be dan ger ous to go
into the midst of dan ger. He can shield you. You may die; but to live
is Christ and to die is gain. Courage, then! With Christ in life and
death in gain, make the con se cra tion. What an honor! To min is ter to
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Him be fore whom an gels bow and wor ship, in the per sons of His suf- 
fer ing dis ci ples! And what a re ward! To hear from the lips of Christ
Him self, ‘I was an hun gered and ye gave me meat, I was thirsty and
ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me in; I was sick, and
ye vis ited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Come, ye
blessed of my Fa ther, in herit the king dom pre pared for you from the
foun da tion of the world.’

"A pleas ant ride of a few hours over the ‘hill coun try’ of Beaver
County brought the Board of Vis i tors and a few other friends to the
vil lage of Zelieno ple, where kind greet ings wel comed the com ing
guests. The strained eye looked in vain for the once grace ful tow ers
of the Farm School. In place of that im pos ing pile there was naught
but a mass of shape less ru ins. The same flow ers bloomed around, the
same bright faces beamed with joy ful recog ni tion, but all else how
changed! It seemed as a dream, and yet the sad re al ity was too real
not to be soon re al ized. On Thurs day morn ing the Board of Vis i tors
per son ally ex am ined the im prove ments and build ings in progress at
the Farm School, and at ten and a half o’clock met the chil dren and
their teach ers in the tem po rary school house, where some time was
spent in de vo tional ex er cises and ex am i na tion in a few of the
branches. Such, how ever, was the in ter rup tion in the stud ies oc ca- 
sioned by the fire and the ne ces sity of em ploy ing the la bor of the
boys at the brick yards, foun da tions and other work of the build ings,
that the ex tended ex am i na tion of pre vi ous years was dis pensed with.
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◊ The Pas sa vant Memo rial Hos pi tal, Jack sonville, IL

“At two o’clock in the af ter noon, though no pub lic an nounce ment
could be made of such a ser vice, a num ber of friends met with the
Board and of fi cers to lay the cor ner-stone of the main build ing or
cen tral house of the In sti tu tion. The con tents of the old cor ner-stone
were de posited in the new one, and a sec ond en try made upon the
parch ment which was placed in the orig i nal cor ner-stone of the build- 
ing in 1854. Both state ments were read and the con trast in ref er ence
to the of fi cers, the gov ern ment and con di tion of the coun try awak- 
ened many solemn emo tions, ’Franklin Pierce then be ing Pres i dent of
the United States, and Wm. Bigler Gov er nor of the State of Penn syl- 
va nia.”This cor ner-stone is laid in the midst of the dread ful civil
war’, etc! Brief ad dresses were de liv ered by dif fer ent broth ers; the
bless ing of Almighty God was humbly in voked; and His adorable
Son Je sus Christ was wor shiped in hymns of praise, af ter which the
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cor ner-stone was laid in the name of the adorable Trin ity, in the hum- 
ble hope that this sa cred ed i fice may be a refuge for the fa ther less for
cen turies to come. A bene dic tion by Rev. Fa ther Man ning, Pres i dent
of the Board, closed the ex er cises of this in ter est ing oc ca sion, and af- 
ter par tak ing of some re fresh ments, in a short time the brethren were
on their re turn way to Rochester. We leave it to an other pen to give
the de tails of this re turn, and other pleas ant in ci dents by the way."

Some kind friend of Pitts burgh, dur ing Dr. Pas sa vant’s ab sence, do nated a
large bell for the Farm School. This moved the Doc tor to be come po etic. He
writes:

"Here is a stanza not found in Edgar A. Poe’s ‘Bells:’

THE FARM SCHOOL BELL.
"Hear the pleas ant or phan bell —

 Sa cred bell!
 Oh, what a world of peace ful rest
 Its melody fortells.
 How sweetly at the dawn ing
 Of a sum mer Sun day morn ing
 Sounds the rhyming
 And the chim ing of the bell!
 How it peals out its de light
 At the happy, happy sight
 Of the vil lagers’ com mo tion,
 As they go to their de vo tion.
 What emo tions fill the breast
 At the ring ing.
 And the singing!
 And the solemn or gan blend ing
 With the fer vent prayer as cend ing
 To the God who made the Sab bath
 For the weary Pil grim’s rest!
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 What joy, what pain the bo som swells,
 As fondly rem i nis cence dwells
 On the happy hours of child hood,
 When we hear the or phan bell!
 Oh, the rhyming,
 And the chim ing
 Of the bell!
 Of the bell, bell, bell,
 Bell, bell, bell—
 Of the rich melo di ous chim ing
 Of that pleas ant or phan bell!"

The most prom i nent Eng lish Lutheran church in New York City in the early
six ties was St. James.’ This con gre ga tion had been va cant for sev eral
months. The Church Coun cil had in vited Dr. Pas sa vant to sup ply the pul pit
dur ing Holy Week in clud ing Palm Sun day and Easter in 1865.

It was dur ing this week’s stay in New York that the Doc tor’s heart was
moved at the sight of so many or phans left by the war and cast out upon the
char i ties of the cold world. He felt that the Church owed it to her self as well
as to her com pas sion ate Lord to be a mother and to pro vide a home for
these home less waifs. In his per sua sive and pow er ful man ner he brought the
Church’s re spon si bil ity and priv i lege be fore the good peo ple of St. James’.
Of the re sult of this plea and of his per sonal ef forts to in ter est in di vid u als in
the project, he writes to Holls and Bassler:

“Ac cord ing to prom ise made to Brother B. in my note be fore leav- 
ing home, I avail’ my self of the first leisure mo ment at hand to com- 
mu ni cate with you in ref er ence to the ex ist ing slate of things which
called me on a sec ond visit to this city. On this af ter noon a week ago
I left home and have since been in this city and vicin ity, hav ing held
four ser vices dur ing Pas sion”Week for this still va cant Eng lish
Lutheran church; and dur ing the in ter vals be tween those ser vices
have had many op por tu ni ties for im prove ment and ob ser va tion in this
vast cen tral me trop o lis of the New World.

"In my last in ter view with Brother Bassler I gave him some in for- 
ma tion of the de sires and pur pose of a few of our peo ple here, of their
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re quest and of my in ten tion to come on and see whether they would
lead to any thing more than ‘pi ous de sires.’ Out of an un will ing ness to
oc ca sion thought to our dear Brother Holls, who has al ready suf fered
so much re cently, I con clude it bet ter to de fer all con ver sa tion with
him on the sub ject and &sk Brother Bassler to do the same un til I
might per son ally see whether the sub ject was wor thy of that se ri ous
and prayer ful re flec tion and study which such a topic would un avoid- 
ably cause. If I have erred in this it was an er ror of the head, not of
the heart. It was kind ness to and con fi dence in Brother Holls and not
the lack of it, and just as lit tle a wish to solve this per plex ing prob- 
lem, with out con sul ta tion with both of you and Brother Reck, in
whose so ci ety and love I es teem it the joy of my life to be per mit ted
to live and la bor that moved me to do as I did. To be brief, then, the
sug ges tion which I made dur ing my first visit to a wealthy mem ber of
our church in this city to do some thing no ble for the suc cor of the im- 
mi grant chil dren, has taken hold of his mind, and he has fully re- 
solved to con trib ute $30,000 to wards the found ing of such an In sti tu- 
tion in or near the city. To bring the whole mat ter to a test I drew up a
sub scrip tion book, writ ing it very care fully and plac ing the whole in
the most in ti mate con nec tion with the Lutheran Church and with our
In sti tu tions at Pitts burgh, and he cheer fully sub scribed the sum, with
the re mark that $5,000 or $10,000 ad di tional if nec es sary lie would
not mind, in or der to make the un der tak ing suc cess ful. His brother,
like wise a mem ber of the same con gre ga tion, was ap proached at his
sug ges tion, and he added $10,000 more, while Messrs. G. and A.
Ock er shausen added $10,000 more, mak ing $50,000 al ready se cured
from four re spon si ble men to wards this ob ject. It is the opin ion of
these brethren that fifty thou sand more can be col lected among the
Ger man mer chants (and a few Amer i cans) with out dif fi culty in sums
of from $500 to $5,000, as a thank-of fer ing that the war has closed,
with spe cial ref er ence to the re lief of the thou sands of ne glected sol- 
diers’ or phans and needy im mi grant chil dren. I did not deem it ad vis- 
able to try any more un til I had made some in quiry about the prob a ble
cost of a suit able farm for boys and one for girls, and yes ter day vis- 
ited the most de sir able lo ca tion on the Harlem and Al bany Rail road,
some fif teen miles from the city, where the Rev. Mr. Pease, the orig i- 
na tor of the Five Points move ment, has lo cated his Farm In sti tu tion
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for boys. The re sult of my in quiries is that two such farms within a
half hour’s ride from the city, on the great rail road trunk lines to Al- 
bany and New Eng land, can be pur chased for, say thirty to forty thou- 
sand dol lars, which amount could eas ily be col lected in a few weeks,
hav ing al ready se cured the sum of fifty thou sand dol lars for build ings
on both places. So the mat ter now stands. It is not im prob a ble that the
whole es tab lish ment of Mr. Pease may be trans ferred to ’ the en ter- 
prise for a tri fle, both Mr. Pease and one of the trustees hav ing called
to speak of the pro pri ety of such a mea sure, as they de sire to de vote
them selves wholly to the work of the Five Points, and have nei ther
time nor means to de vote any longer to their Farm School ‘Ex per i- 
ment.’ Of this I will, there fore, say noth ing un til a writ ten propo si tion
is made on this sub ject.

"Now what shall we say to these things’? Can we say any thing
else than this: ‘Who is a God like unto Thee, who doest great and
won der ful things in the earth?’ And still I can not yet clearly see that
it is our duty to un der take this work. I see, in deed, that none but God
could have put such a thought of faith into the hearts of men as to
give such a sum; but on the other hand I can not un der stand how we
can un der take such work with out the man, and yet, when I told
Mr. Pease my feel ings and views, his an swer was: ‘Can not He who
fur nished the means fur nish the men?’ Be yond a doubt He can, if it
pleases Him and if we ask in faith. On this last point I have some
facts to men tion which seem so won der ful that I will de fer them till
we meet and can con fer to gether in con fi dence and in prayer. Mean- 
while, rest as sured that I will do noth ing which will in any way com- 
pro mise my re la tions to you, my dear fel low-la borer in Christ, or
com mit the course of the fu ture by the pur chase of prop erty or by
pledges or prom ises. I pro pose to lay all the facts be fore you, Br.
Reck and Sis ter Eliz a beth, with any propo si tion which may be made
by oth ers, and we can con sult over the whole sub ject in the fear of
God.

“In the mean time I would fra ter nally ask you both to calmly con- 
sider this un ex pected man i fes ta tion of in ter est in be half of the fa ther- 
less. We have not only seen noth ing like it in our Amer i can Lutheran
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Church, but I know of noth ing equal to it in any Church of the land.
My im pres sion is that twenty-five thou sand dol lars ad di tional to the
fifty thou sand al ready sub scribed will come to gether from this con- 
gre ga tion. The con di tion of this con gre ga tion has been most de- 
plorable for fifty years. It was lit er ally dy ing of the ‘dry rot.’ Now it
seems to have been quick ened to a new ness of life which is re ally
mar velous. Ev ery day per sons send word that they want to be called
on and will give lib er ally, so soon as it is known whether the work
will go on. I can tell them noth ing pos i tively but I am grad u ally com- 
ing to the clear con vic tion that we ought not to longer be in doubt,
that ‘it is the Lord.’ I daily pray that we may come to a united con vic- 
tion on the sub ject and that God will gra ciously show us by un mis tak- 
able signs what is His good and gra cious will.”

On June 22, he writes Bassler from New York:

“On Fri day last I went out to the ‘Pease’ Farm in or der ‘to eat
straw ber ries’ which are to be seen by the acre, and at the same time to
see the trustees of the place who were also there. They had held a
meet ing some time ago and are will ing to sell the two places of one
hun dred and eleven acres for thirty-five thou sand dol lars to us with
all the build ings, etc., as they now stand. This is very rea son able in- 
deed, and our friends here seem to be gen er ally in fa vor of the pur- 
chase so soon as we can raise some thirty-two thou sand dol lars which
they think the trustees will take for it. On Sat ur day last I be gan vis it- 
ing cer tain par ties and thus far by the bless ing of God have ob tained
sub scrip tions in sums of one thou sand dol lars each of twelve thou- 
sand dol lars. This is a slow work, hav ing to call many times on the
par ties in ques tion be fore find ing them in and then one by one to win
them over for the cause. About half of this is from Ger mans and the
rest from per sons in the Eng lish Lutheran Church. I think, dear
brother, you will think this is a poor show to wards pur chas ing the
farm in ques tion, but it is the best I have been able to do in view of
the ter ri ble heat, the ab sence of many from the city, and the in her ent
dif fi culty of get ting the peo ple to give up their cash. This week’s ex- 
pe ri ence how ever has con vinced me that the money can be raised, but
that it must be dug out, sub scrip tion by sub scrip tion, and gen er ally in
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smaller sums than one thou sand dol lars. My ob ject was, if pos si ble,
to raise the whole sum this week, but if I can se cure fif teen or six teen
thou sand dol lars, it is as much as can be done on this trip. For the re- 
main der we must look to the ef forts of the friends here af ter I leave,
and what they can not make up I will have to col lect when I next
come on in the fall and the au tumn busi ness has again brought the cit- 
i zens to gether. Mean while, much as I de sire to pur chase now, it is
deemed best not to do so till we have the whole sum sub scribed,
with out touch ing on the build ing fund of fifty thou sand dol lars al- 
ready se cured. This is the idea of the friends here, and I do not think
it safe to go against this course rec om mended by the heavy donors.
Prov i dence per mit ting, I will still be here on Sun day, as the church
has no one to preach for them, and I am anx ious to do what I can be- 
fore fi nally leav ing.”

In De cem ber, he writes to his mother about his re cent trip east and the pro- 
posed New York or phan work:

“My stay there was on the whole tol er a bly pleas ant. By God’s
bless ing upon our united work the sub scrip tions were brought up to
such a fig ure that the friends thought it ad vis able to pur chase the two
farms ad join ing each other of which I have told you, mak ing to gether
one hun dred and eleven acres of ex cel lent and finely lo cated land,
with build ings worth from twelve to fif teen thou sand dol lars. The
whole was pur chased for thirty-two thou sand dol lars. The last six
thou sand to be paid with out in ter est in thir teen months, the rest by the
first of Feb ru ary. This will be done, with out any pres sure, from the
sub scrip tions taken. Mr. Hoge gave me one thou sand dol lars and
Mr. G. P. Smith, for merly of Wood Street, Pitts burgh, whom I met
most un ex pect edly on the train gave me five hun dred dol lars with out
the least urg ing’ from any one. These and other to kens of God’s lov- 
ing prov i dence over the work were very pleas ant and en cour ag ing. I
am now truly glad that I did not ac cept the call to New York. The
Rev. Mr. Wedekind is suc ceed ing very well and has more than
enough to do. Be sides, he finds that he can not get a house for love or
money in New York and had to be sep a rated from his fam ily all win- 
ter. O, what a de liv er ance to be where I am. Surely God has al ready
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vin di cated the wis dom of yield ing in this mat ter to the judg ment of
oth ers.”

Here is a later let ter to his mother about the east ern farm:

"Sis ter Eliz a beth and Mr. Holls were des ig nated as the com mit tee
to ac com pany me, and they seemed at once sur prised and de lighted
be yond mea sure with the char ac ter, con ve nience and ad mirable avail- 
abil ity of the beau ti ful farm which is to be the seat of our fu ture East- 
ern Home and Farm School. It is in deed a most un looked for prize
and I hope will re main a wit ness to the sav ing power of the de liv er ing
grace of God to the poor and the fa ther less.

“It was in deed a goodly sight to look over our beau ti ful grounds of
one hun dred and eleven acres in the vicin ity of New York, with a no- 
ble or chard of ap ples and per haps as many as eight hun dred pear
trees, and four teen acres of straw ber ries. We could not but say, ’Be- 
hold what hath God wrought.”Truly He hath done all things well.’ "

The syn od i cal dif fer ences and dif fi cul ties se ri ously af fected the sup port of
Dr. Pas sa vant’s In sti tu tions. Many of the rad i cal min is ters be came his per- 
sonal en e mies and used their in flu ence against his work. They were ready to
let the or phan and the sick suf fer un aided be cause Pas sa vant was at the head
of the In sti tu tions. Many of them made stren u ous ef forts to alien ate the sup- 
port ers of the work and to di vert the char i ties that would have gone into this
chan nel.

Some of the min is ters and lay men in New York made it dif fi cult for the
Doc tor to get a char ter for the Wart burg Or phans’ Home as the new Home
was called. They also tried to alien ate the Mollers who had made the In sti- 
tu tion pos si ble and were among its most lib eral sup port ers. The let ters of
Pas tor Holls who was now the su per in ten dent at the Wart burg were full of
sad com plaints. The work was made dou bly dif fi cult and this added greatly
to the heavy bur den of Dr. Pas sa vant. Added to this dif fi culty a se vere fi- 
nan cial de pres sion was mak ing it self felt in com mer cial cir cles. Here is a
men tion of a dis heart en ing trip to New York:
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"I re turned this af ter noon and am very weary and ‘used up.’ But
the ‘tone and tem per’ of my dear old friend Bassler is so sad that
though I have noth ing with which to make him glad, I drag my self to
the ta ble to write him a few lines.

“Fi nan cially, my trip was, hu manly speak ing, fruit less. Never be- 
fore have I seen such a state of things among busi ness men. Ev ery
day is bring ing with it shrink age and loss and you have no idea how
men feel un der such cir cum stances. If the old credit sys tem were still
in vogue there would be a gen eral smash-up. This with the ab sence of
many per sons on whom I most of all re lied was a heavy bar rier. But
nev er the less, we strength ened our selves in God and brother Holls
was kept in good heart and hope. Der Alte Gott lebt’ noch.”

Here is a fur ther il lus tra tion of how he was ham pered and hin dered by his
en e mies in New York.

“A let ter from Adel berg con veys the sad in for ma tion (so it seems
but I think I see a bless ing in it) that af ter the char ter had passed both
sen ate and house and was go ing to the Gov er nor for his sig na ture P.
O., and oth ers got the new mem bers to have it ‘recom mit ted.’ As this
was the last week of the ses sion it was killed for the sec ond time. The
truth is, they are de ter mined not to pay their ten thou sand dol lars un- 
less they can con trol the whole in the in ter ests of the Gen eral Synod
and that they shall never do. Their un wor thi ness is thus man i fest to
all and God is sav ing us from their pres ence and in flu ence for ever.
What a mercy that Dr. Kro tel is in New York in the cri sis, since Dr. S.
has very sud denly died. Oh, that there were a faith ful, able, earnest
suc ces sor for his church. Unite in prayer to God for this im por tant
place.”

Here is a note from Dr. Philip Schaff on the pro posed or phan age:

“Dear brother, I heartily re joice with you in the prospect of a Ger- 
man Or phans’ Home in this city where there are one hun dred and
fifty thou sand Ger mans. I have no doubt such an in sti tu tion would be
a great bless ing and a peren nial foun tain of good for years to come.”



522

When all was ready for the open ing of the new In sti tu tion, the next se ri ous
prob lem was to find the right man for this very im por tant po si tion. Af ter
much prayer and con sul ta tion the Rev. Mr. Holls, the tried and true su per in- 
ten dent of the Farm School at Zelieno ple, was se lected and called. For this
good and con sci en tious man it was a hard ques tion to solve. He had be come
warmly at tached to his large fam ily and farm home. But with him duty al- 
ways went be fore in cli na tion. When he was con vinced that duty called him
to New York, he was ready to cut loose from Zelieno ple even though it
should cut his very heart-strings. Af ter this de ci sion, Dr. Pas sa vant writes to
Bassler:

“The New York mat ter is fi nally de cided and Br. Holls goes next
week. I said noth ing what ever to in duce him to go. I de sire him to be
at both places and the truth is he wishes to be at both places for the
com mon good. But he feels, more than words can ex press, that only
God’s call and God’s pres ence can give him strength and peace in this
very im por tant un der tak ing. Poor dear brother and sis ter. From my
heart I pity them more than I have words to ex press in pulling up the
roots which time and suf fer ing have but strength ened, and go ing to a
new and un tried place where all has to be done ab ini tio. Let us unite
our sup pli ca tions and prayers for him in this his time of need.”

One of the great est dis ap point ments of Pas tor Holls at the Wart burg was
that the or phans did not come in the num bers that had been ex pected. In fact
they came very slowly. This was a sur prise and a per plex ity to Dr. Pas sa- 
vant also. It is ex plained in part in the fol low ing let ter from Mr. Holls:

"It is a no to ri ous fact that the dif fer ent In sti tu tions for the care of
or phans and half or phans in the city of New York are so jeal ous of
each other that they are ac tu ally prey ing over the chil dren they may
hear of at any hour of the day. Their agents are a vig i lant set of men
and the larger num ber of or phans they may present be fore the pub lic
the more will they be pa tron ized. Pub lic con certs, ex hi bi tions, decla- 
ma tions and news pa per puffs do the rest. I am very sorry to see the
Ger man town Home dragged head and tail into this Yan kee no tion of
benev o lence. This new-fash ioned ped a gogy pos i tively does more
harm to the poor chil dren than all the good they will ever re ceive
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from any In sti tu tion. Of course it is the fash ion of the day in New
York as well as in Phil a del phia. I fear we have not long to wait to see
the fruit of this new fash ion in bring ing up poor or phans.

“For my part, I am sat is fied with the old time-hon ored fash ion of
the Word of God in re la tion to the ed u ca tion of the chil dren, though
our num ber should be very lim ited and there fore, as the Lord has not
filled our house yet, we may safely wait with our build ing plans. I am
afraid of mak ing a large In sti tu tion here if the Lord wants it to be a
small one. My anx i ety to have more chil dren here is caused only and
alone by the de sire to see the in di ca tion of the Lord that it is His will
that we should have such an In sti tu tion un der the care of our Church
in this neigh bor hood.”

Of the cor ner-stone lay ing of the first new build ing of the Wart burg Or- 
phans’ Home, Au gust 26, 1869, he writes his mother:

“The New York cor ner-stone lay ing Dr. Kro tel has duly de scribed
in his let ter, and I need not en large. It was re ally a most in ter est ing
and im por tant af fair. As I looked at all this vast con course, and the
beau ti ful, im pres sive build ing of stone which was go ing up on the
Or phans’ Farm, I could not but look back some four years and think
how I sadly wan dered through the av enues and al leys of east New
York and in an guish cried to God to open the heart of some one to
pity the fa ther less and those who had no helper! The ven er a ble
Dr. Muh len berg with his snow-white head, was very much de lighted
with the whole scene and my heart was filled with thanks giv ing to
God.”

For the cor ner-stone lay ing the ven er a ble Wm. Au gus tus Muh len berg, who
was the life long friend of Dr. Pas sa vant as well as of Revs. Holls and
Berke meier, com posed the fol low ing hymn which was sung by the or phans
on the oc ca sion:

Our cor ner-stone in Faith we lay,
 That He will deign our work to own
 Who bids us build for now and aye,
 On Christ, the sure foun da tion-stone.
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"Our cor ner-stone we lay in Hope;
 For ages may our Wart burg stand,
 Whence to the fa ther less shall ope
 Ways to the heav enly Fa ther land,

"Our cor ner-stone in Char ity
 We lay, moved by the Sav ior’s grace;
 Or phan and out cast all were we
 Save for His pity ing love’s em brace.

"And more, for which he honor paid,
 This stone an al tar stone we lay
 Of their thanks giv ing who have made
 In fil ial love this happy day.

"Re mem ber them, O Lord, for good,
 And all whose hearts Thou dost in cline
 Thus to act out their grat i tude
 And own, that all they give is Thine.

“Build ing for Christ mean while may we
 Our selves to gether build in one,
 An holy tem ple built to Thee,
 Lord, through Thine ev er last ing Son.”

In this brief ex tract he tells his mother of the set tling of the Wart burg char- 
ter:

“Ev ery thing at the Home in New York is pros per ing ad mirably.
Those op po nents of our cause ut terly failed in their in sane op po si tion
to our char ter. It passed fi nally and we have a cer ti fied copy. So that
now we are a duly or ga nized cor po ra tion and can hold prop erty with- 
out tax a tion as well as re ceive lega cies and be quests, of which there
are sev eral in prospect. All this is a source of great re lief to me, for
now we can duly present the claims of the cause with out any fear of
open or se cret op po si tion from those dis ap pointed men who have
given us so much trou ble, vex a tion and ex pense.”
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Dur ing the sec ond quar ter of the nine teenth cen tury there grew up among
the cul tured peo ple of New Eng land that form of thought or phi los o phy
which was called Tran scen den tal ism. Dur ing this time Emer son wrote to
Car lyle: “We are all a lit tle wild here with num ber less projects of so cial re- 
form, not a read ing man but has a draft of a new com mu nity in his waist- 
coat pocket.”

The Tran scen den tal seers saw vi sions of new Utopias and dreamed
dreams of Edens re stored. Their phi los o phy was to usher in a new civ i liza- 
tion in which man’s wants were to be re duced to a min i mum, all lux u ries
were to be abol ished, and he was to get “back to na ture.” The min i mum of
phys i cal la bor was to make room for the max i mum of time for in tel lec tual
and spir i tual progress.

George Rip ley, a re tired Uni tar ian min is ter, pro posed the or ga ni za tion of
the Brook Farm As so ci a tion for Ed u ca tion and Agri cul ture. The project
com mended it self to men like Emer son, Hawthorne, Whit tier, Low ell,
Chan ning, Storey, Hig gin son, Theodore Parker, Ho race Gree ley, George A.
Dana, George William Cur tis, Mar garet Fuller and other like lead ing lit er- 
ary lights.

A num ber of these kin dred spir its pur chased a beau ti ful and fer tile farm
a few miles out from Bos ton. There the ex-preach ers and po ets and philoso- 
phers and jour nal ists set tled down with their wives’ and chil dren for what
Emer son called “a per pet ual pic nic.” The men hauled ma nure and plowed
and sowed and reaped and dug ditches and grubbed and cleared out the un- 
der brush and milked and churned and cleaned the sta bles; and the women
scrubbed and washed cloth ing and dishes and cooked and baked and darned
and sewed. In the evening, the tired men and women would gather, in cir- 
cles of elec tive affin ity, study and read Ger man, dis cuss the lat est phases of
phi los o phy, pol i tics, lit er a ture and re li gion. On Sun day, Theodore Parker
would preach in the woods, per haps on Goethe’s Faust, Car lyle’s Sar tor Re- 
sar tus, on the lat est the o ries of Fourier, or on some kin dred sub ject.

But we can not here write the ro man tic his tory of Brook Farm. Like
scores of other sim i lar projects to re store Par adise with out get ting rid of sin,
it was a dis mal fail ure. What we are in ter ested in is that that beau ti ful farm
af ter wards fell into the hands of some good Luther ans and is now a suc cess- 
ful or phans’ farm school in which the bereft chil dren of sor row are gath- 
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ered, shel tered, clothed, fed and trained up in that truth which alone can
make men free, be cause, in stead of dream ing of new con di tions, it makes
new men and they im prove con di tions wher ever that truth is re ceived and
lived.

In the se lect ing and pur chas ing of Brook Farm for a Lutheran or phans’
home, Dr. Pas sa vant had an im por tant share. To his mother he writes this in- 
ter est ing ac count of the af fair: —

“You will be sur prised to learn that, with out my con sent or knowl- 
edge even, I was made the pres i dent of an as so ci a tion for works of
mercy in Mass a chu setts in con nec tion with our Church. Af ter re fus- 
ing, I fi nally yielded to the opin ion of friends here and in New York
and con sented to serve a short time, un til the whole gets into run ning
or der. Ac cord ingly Br. Holls and I got in the cars in New York at
eight o’clock on Wednes day night, went to bed at nine and woke up
in Bos ton at six in the morn ing. We were at the break fast ta ble of Pas- 
tor Hansen and af ter wards went to the house of one of his mem bers in
Rox bury, part of Bos ton, and were driven out six miles into the coun- 
try through beau ti ful coun try-seats and vil las to the site of the fu ture
or phan in sti tu tion. Here on the iden ti cal Brook Farm of two hun dred
and forty acres where Chan ning, Parker, Good win and a whole host
of Bos ton po ets, sophists, and dream ers tried the ex per i ment of Fouri- 
erism and had their com mu nity, ‘etc., God has pro vided in a won der- 
ful way for the fu ture or phans’ home of our New Eng land or phans. I
can not de scribe the beau ti ful do main, for it is a suc ces sion of beau ti- 
ful hills, dales, and mead ows, with a no ble trout-brook run ning
through it. I would only men tion that the whole, worth fifty thou sand
dol lars, is the free and un so licited gift to God and His poor, of a wor- 
thy Ger man in Bos ton, a plain man whose heart God has touched to
pity the fa ther less and the widow. Part of this beau ti ful farm will be
used for a ceme tery for the city and all the pro ceeds go di rectly into
the trea sury of the Home.”We had scarcely fin ished our ram ble over
the farm, when a vi o lent storm drove us to our car riage and we has- 
tened to Br. Burkhart’s where a com fort able din ner was in wait ing.
Then came the or ga ni za tion of the Board and sev eral hours of busi- 
ness in which all the de tails of the in tended In sti tu tion were dis cussed
and adopted. A wor thy cler gy man and his wife were cho sen for the
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post and, as the house can not be ob tained till April, they will be at the
Wart burg, learn ing in quiet ness how to la bor in the work. Af ter
singing a sweet Ger man hymn and en gag ing in prayer, we re turned to
sup per at Mr. Hansen’s and at nine o’clock at night went to bed in the
cars and awoke at six in New York.

◊ Pas sa vant Hos pi tal, Jack sonville, IL

“Dear est mother, is not all this won der ful! Not the trav el ing only,
but this strange and un looked for ex ten sion of the work of mercy East
and West. It is true, I am of ten over whelmed with its du ties; but could
I only get re lief from my preach ing du ties at Baden, Rochester, and
Chartiers, I could eas ily at tend to all. Mean while I la bor and wait for
the dawn ing of the good day of re lief when I can de vote my whole
strength to this holy work alone.”

When the faith ful co-la borer of Dr. Pas sa vant, the Rev. C. G. Holls, the ef fi- 
cient rec tor of the Or phans’ Farm school at Zelieno ple and af ter wards at the
Wart burg, died, Aug. 12, 1886, the Doc tor wrote:
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"To do jus tice to the char ac ter and life-work of the de ceased, in
the brief lim its of this no tice, is sim ply im pos si ble. For nearly thirty
years it has been our priv i lege to be as so ci ated with him in the most
in ti mate re la tions of friend ship and of fi cial in ter course and we know
not which to ad mire most, his good ness or his great ness, as evinced
in his ab so lute sub mis sion to the au thor ity of the di vine Word, his re- 
nun ci a tion of all self-re liance and merit, and his im plicit trust for sal- 
va tion in the right eous ness of Christ Je sus, his Sav ior. A great reader,
a thinker, a scholar, a teacher, a phi lan thropist, who, while he gave his
first thoughts to the care and the in struc tion of the or phans, was yet
alive to ev ery form of res cu ing mercy in the Church, and withal an
able Chris tian min is ter who fed the flock which Christ has pur chased
with His own blood. The de ceased was a marked char ac ter and a very
un usual per son age. Work ing his way up from the trade of a book- 
binder, af ter set ting up binderies at the In dus trial In sti tu tion at Strass- 
burg and Beuggen he was called to the Rauhe Haus of Dr. Wich ern, at
Horn, to per form a like work. In all these po si tions while work ing
with his own hands he was a close stu dent of books and of men, of
lan guages and of sys tems, so that on com ing to Amer ica, in 1856, he
at once took charge of an Eng lish High School at Pomeroy, Ohio. His
growth in thought and in gen eral knowl edge was only ex celled by his
fa mil iar ity with Chris tian doc trine; and strength and man li ness, with
the grace of char ity, were the adorn ments of his char ac ter.

"These fine abil i ties were not stored away for self-en joy ment or
the ad mi ra tion of friends, but were laid at the feet of Christ for the
ser vice of the Church. The Farm school at Zelieno ple, where he spent
twelve years, and the one at the Wart burg, near Mt. Ver non, were
model In sti tu tions. Thought ful men came from far to study the work- 
ing of these char i ties. The lat ter, where he la bored for sev en teen years
in his best days, was the most ad mirable In sti tu tion of the kind we
have ever known. On var i ous oc ca sions we met lead ing ed u ca tors
there from New Eng land, and one of these, the hon ored Mr. Barnard,
came ex pressly to ob tain the ser vice of Pas tor Holls for a train ing
house for Chris tian ‘broth ers’ like in the In sti tu tion at Horn. In sev- 
eral in stances, gen er ous salaries were of fered him as su per in ten dent
of re form schools, but he rec og nized his po si tion as a vo ca tion from
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God, be ing ‘rightly called’ by the Church to work among her fa ther- 
less ones. Nei ther money nor ‘the prospect of greater use ful ness’, as
the world has it, could move him from the post of duty. There he
lived and la bored and died, deeply thank ful that when he could work
no more God had pro vided a suc ces sor to whom he could give his
fullest con fi dence and love.

"The de ceased was a mem ber of the Mis souri Synod, and one
who, more than any other, by his great worth and ser vice, brought it
into fa vor able no tice in the East ern States. For many years past, how- 
ever, while doc tri nally one with that synod, he could not har mo nize
with cer tain ex trem ists in re gard to co op er a tion with brethren not in
that body. This was a source of great dis tress to him, for no one val- 
ued the friend ship of his syn od i cal brethren more than he. But he had
not so learned Christ, and be ing cer tain that his for mer po si tion was
in full ac cord with the di vine Word and the Con fes sions of his
Church, he would not be moved from that po si tion by threats of cen- 
sure or the dread of dis ci pline. His tes ti mony on this sub ject was de- 
cided and em phatic; and with out bit ter ness to any he qui etly bore the
re proach for Christ and the brethren among whom he had so long
lived and la bored.

“What a pass ing away of the lit tle band of la bor ers who first en- 
gaged in the or phan work in our Amer i can Church! Al ready Pas tor
Bassler, Reck, Dieben dar fer, and now Pas tor Holls, ‘rest from their
labors.’ They were united in life, and in death they were not di vided.
What a call to those who re main, to ‘work while it is day,’ to be ‘in- 
stant in sea son and out of sea son’, and to be ‘faith ful unto death.’”
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20. Mercy Work In Jack sonville
For Epilep tics — For Im mi- 

grants

HOW SUR PRIS INGLY AND STRANGELY he was led to be gin his
work of mercy in Jack sonville, Ill., he tells his mother in a let ter dated May
15, 1868:

"But the strangest thing which ever hap pened me was a let ter from
an un known lady in Jack sonville, Ill., just be fore I left home, which
haunted me like a spirit and gave me no rest till I took the night train
Wednes day night two weeks ago and vis ited the writer. Jack sonville
is two hun dred and eighty miles from Chicago and the city is one of
the old est and most re fined in the State, with three large Fe male Sem- 
i nar ies, a blind (state) asy lum, deaf and dumb ditto, and the im mense
in sane hos pi tal; be sides be ing the seat of the Illi nois Col lege. When I
ar rived ev ery thing was green, though in Chicago and the North the
trees were not yet in bloom.

"Judge then of my sur prise when I found that this old Pres by te rian
lady wished to do nate a most valu able block of five acres on the lead- 
ing street of the city, on which was erected a build ing nearly as large
as our farm home. She had heard of our Dea coness In sti tu tion and in
the kind ness of her heart she wished noth ing so much as to give it
with out money or price to us. Oh, how sad I felt when I could give
her no en cour age ment and had to frankly con fess to her that nei ther I
nor they were equal to the task of com menc ing and car ry ing on an- 
other In sti tu tion, es pe cially one so far from the route of my travel.
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"What she will now do I have no idea. She seemed so much dis ap- 
pointed that I promised to re turn the next day. But on go ing to the ho- 
tel, I found that un less I re turned that night, I could not reach Chicago
till Mon day and I had to be there to fill Mr. Richards’ pul pit who had
gone to preach and col lect at Ft. Wayne.

“How won der ful are God’s ways! This old lady’s par ents came
from Frank furt, Ger many, and died of the yel low fever in Phil a del- 
phia in 1808. Sixty years af ter, she makes this of fer of prop erty worth
fifty thou sand dol lars to the son of a good Frank furt woman and that,
too, in the ends of the earth.”

In a let ter dated April 23, 1870, he tells his mother the strange story over
again and con tin ues it up to, and in clud ing, the open ing of the In sti tu tion.
He seems to have for got ten that he had writ ten the above nearly two years
be fore. Be sides the in ter est ing facts, this let ter again brings out so forcibly
his high re gard for his mother’s judg ment and his earnest de sire for her ap- 
proval and bless ing that we give it en tire, leav ing out only what he had said
be fore:

"My beloved mother, grace and peace! Ex cuse my pro tracted si- 
lence on a sub ject which has long and most painfully ag i tated my
heart, and of which I have cer tainly wished to take coun sel with you,
but could not, ow ing to the many ag o niz ing suf fer ings which you
have un der gone. It was not in my heart; need lessly to add an other to
all the anx i eties which I have caused you by my strange life, the pe- 
cu liar form and de vel op ment of which, I am per suaded, has not been
of my own will or choice, much less de sire or thought.

"Mrs. Ay ers is a lady of ed u ca tion and en ergy whose two sons are
rich bankers in Jack sonville, and who for years had her heart set on
this plan of an or phans’ home in Jack sonville. The prop erty in ques- 
tion she pur chased at sher iff’s sale, moved into it her self …. was laid
on her bed for years, and was thus pre vented from car ry ing out her
benef i cent plan. Never in my life did I act more hon estly and truth- 
fully with any one than with Mrs. Ay ers in re sponse to this of fer. I told
her of our trou ble for la bor ers. I frankly ac knowl edged that, mag nif i- 
cent as the present was, it was clear to me then we had no vo ca tion so
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far down in the State, that my hands were full, and that, for other rea- 
sons, I could not. I also begged her to do nate it to her own Church,
which was the Pres by te rian, and gave her ev ery rea son I could to
change her mind and her heart to wards us in ref er ence to such a gift. I
was then obliged to leave and preach at Chicago and as she begged
me not to act fi nally, but to re con sider my re fusal, I did so and wrote
from Mil wau kee, go ing over the whole ground again in the fear of
God I thought this had ended the mat ter. Two months later, how ever,
when I was in New York, Eliza sent me a sec ond com mu ni ca tion
from Mrs. Ay ers which Emma will read to you, and in com pli ance
with Eliza’s strong de sire I again gave a long and minute ex hibit of
the rea sons why we could not re ceive her valu able gift. So the sum- 
mer passed on, but in July came a third let ter of the same sort. This I
could not an swer, for I knew not what to say in ad di tion. Mean while
poor Mr. Bassler was taken ill, was car ried to the seashore and re- 
turned here and died in my house. Mrs. Ay ers’ let ter was still unan- 
swered and on my re turn from the fu neral the strange let ter, writ ten
with in deli ble ink, which Emma will read for you, was re ceived!
What to do I could not imag ine! I laid both let ters be fore God and fi- 
nally con cluded to ask dear Eliza, who was very much bro ken down,
to ac com pany me out West and to go to Jack sonville with me, for the
pur pose of fi nally and for ever say ing: ‘No, it is not our duty to re- 
ceive your gift.’ The jour ney was duly taken and, con trary to all our
ideas, when we ar rived in Jack sonville, both Eliza and I were con- 
vinced from what we saw, but es pe cially from a chap ter in our morn- 
ing les son out of Eph esians, that ‘God could do ex ceed ing abun dantly
above all that we asked or thought’ not only in the princely gift of
prop erty, but also in rais ing up la bor ers who could aid in car ry ing on
this of fered In sti tu tion! When we fi nally com mu ni cated the con clu- 
sion to Mrs. Ay ers, the evening we re turned to Chicago, the poor
woman re marked, ‘This is the first easy breath I have drawn’ for
three months!’ and the next day went and had the deed made for the
prop erty 1! That was in No vem ber, 1868, and the or phan home was
to be opened in June, 1869, but two weeks be fore that time the no ble
blind asy lum on the op po site cor ner of the street was burned to the
ground and the eighty blind chil dren were qui etly led into the va cant
‘Berean’ Col lege! At the re quest of the trustees of the Asy lum I vis- 
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ited Jack sonville im me di ately and the ar range ment was made that
they should oc cupy our build ing and grounds, with out charge, un til
this spring when the Asy lum would be re built. There are so many
slips be tween the cup and the lip that I knew not what next, and there- 
fore went on, to wards the end of March, to per son ally ar range ev ery- 
thing be fore hand, stay ing ten days in Jack sonville with a crowd of
men, putting on a new roof, paint ing, pa per ing, white wash ing and
fur nish ing the old Hardin house, and get ting the ex ten sive ground
into or der for gar dens and lawns. All this went slowly, as the money
had to be raised; but here also the mer ci ful God, pro vided the means,
so that in four days af ter preach ing twice in two of the Pres by te rian
churches on Sun day all sorts of per sons and par ties sent in fur ni ture,
money and pro vi sion.

"Hav ing done this, I re turned home and on last Mon day, af ter God
had very won der fully pro vided a free pass for our chil dren to
Chicago, Br. Reck with nine of them from Rochester and his wife’s
sis ter, a most ex cel lent per son age, left Rochester for the fu ture home.
I send his two en closed fa vors, one from Chicago and the other from
Jack sonville, from which you will see how the Lord has pros pered his
way and how kindly and lov ingly those dear friends met the chil dren
and greeted them on their ar rival.

"I might say many more things on this sub ject, but will not weary
you. In all hon esty, I can say, that in this whole af fair I have re sisted
un til I could re sist no longer. Dear Eliza knows this and hence we feel
alike that our vo ca tion in Jack sonville is as clear as the sun in the
heav ens. I there fore write to you now, ask ing your bless ing upon this
sev enth child of prayer and toil. I must have it, dear est mother; for
un der God I owe to you all the con cep tion and ex e cu tion of these
mer ci ful in sti tu tions which God has been pleased to call into life
through my in stru men tal ity. Your sym pa thy with the suf fer ing, your
self-de nial and love to ben e fit oth ers, and your man age ment and
econ omy as well as abil ity to carry out what you have re solved upon,
have, un der God, sowed the seeds of one and all of these char i ties and
churches which have grown into life and use ful ness. I can not, there- 
fore, keep back any thing from my mother, nor carry on any thing
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with out her knowl edge; for I need, more than words can ex press, her
sym pa thy, her coun sel and her bless ing. You may and do say that I do
not prac ti cally re gard these things and do what I please, but I can ap- 
peal to God for the truth of the re mark, that your silent in flu ence con- 
stantly con trols my move ments and keeps me from do ing my own
plea sure in many ways which I can not here ex plain. As the In sti tu tion
at Jack sonville is now a fixed fact and there is no longer any un cer- 
tainty about its fu ture, I have made a faith ful state ment of the past
and ex plained as fully as pos si ble my si lence, lest I might be use- 
lessly trou bling and dis tress ing you about a mat ter while still in un- 
cer tainty.

“Farewell, beloved mother. Think of us and pray for us. All unite
in much love.”

And so this home was in work ing or der. It was do ing its blessed work in a
com mu nity in which such work was en tirely new. Into none of his many
mer ci ful en ter prises had Dr. Pas sa vant been led so mys te ri ously, so un ex- 
pect edly, and we may add, so re luc tantly. It was all con trary to his usual ex- 
pe ri ence. In the other in stances, he had been un der the ne ces sity of be gin- 
ning in the most hum ble way. It had been “first the blade,” and the Doc tor
loved to re fer to the para ble of the mus tard seed and to quote the words,
“De spise not the day of small things.” At Jack sonville a valu able prop erty
with large and costly build ings had been al most thrust upon him. Against
his first con vic tions and will he had felt him self driven into the un der tak ing.

And al though he had been fi nally per suaded that God willed it and gone
into the work with this con vic tion, he nev er the less seemed to have some
lin ger ing doubts.

All did not go smoothly. Or phans did not come in. The In sti tu tion did
not come with that out ward pa rade and flour ish of trum pets which the av er- 
age Amer i can loves so dearly. It did not blow its own trum pet. It did not
pub lish won der ful achieve ments and tear-draw ing sto ries. So qui etly and
humbly was the work car ried on that the cit i zens of Jack sonville scarcely
knew that an or phan age was there. The lovers of the spec tac u lar and sen sa- 
tional were dis ap pointed. Even Mrs. Ay ers be came dis sat is fied.
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◊ Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant, Jr.

Of the sec ond strange chap ter in the his tory, the Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant,
Jr., tells the story in his an nual re port of Oc to ber 1895:

"In so rich an agri cul tural coun try as Mor gan County, where the
best pro vi sions could at once be made for the adop tion of fa ther less
chil dren, ex pe ri ence demon strated that there was no real need for
such an In sti tu tion. For sev eral years the Home dragged out a pre car i- 
ous ex is tence, when the donors brought suit to re cover the prop erty.
On a tech ni cal point, that the In sti tu tion of Protes tant Dea conesses of
Cook County, Illi nois, was char tered for the spe cific pur pose of car- 
ry ing on a hos pi tal in Chicago and could not, there fore, legally hold
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prop erty for, or con duct In sti tu tions else where, the prop erty re verted
to Mrs. Ay ers.

"Prov i dence in tended that the old Berean Col lege should be a hos- 
pi tal, for it was not long be fore it was again ten dered to Dr. Pas sa- 
vant. This time the of fer met with a prompt re fusal, and only af ter re- 
peated and ur gent so lic i ta tions and on the ex plicit con di tion that if
given the ti tle must be vested ab so lutely in ‘The As so ci a tion for
Works of Mercy of the Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church of Illi nois’, a
char tered body un der the State laws, was his con sent fi nally se cured.
It was on No vem ber 2, 1875, that Sis ter Louisa, and a year later, Sis- 
ter Car o line, be gan in an hum ble way and with the most prim i tive
equip ments a small hos pi tal in the build ing that did not have the first
req ui site for such a pur pose. A dozen beds and a kitchen stove
brought from Pitts burgh, sev eral pieces of fur ni ture, kindly do nated
by Mrs. Ay ers, and some white muslin cur tains for the huge six teen-
foot win dows, the seams of which the writer sewed on a bor rowed
sewing ma chine, con sti tuted the mea ger fur nish ment. The aw ful dis- 
com forts, poverty and makeshifts of those years of strug gle are
known only to God and to a few faith ful souls. Through it all and to
his death, Dr. Prince was a friend of the In sti tu tion. Dr. King also
stood nobly by the lit tle hos pi tal from its in signif i cant be gin ning and
his skill and con sid er ate ness were only equalled by the pa tience and
self-sac ri fic ing de vo tion of those who nursed the sick and com forted
the dy ing in its white washed and scant ily fur nished rooms.

“Yes, ‘it is the or der of God’s House that things shall grow not in a
night, but slowly’, and so Dr. Pas sa vant hoped and la bored on.
Through good re port and through evil re port, the work pro gressed
with oc ca sional bursts of pub lic in ter est that seemed to au gur larger
and bet ter things. But the poor, lit tle hos pi tal was mak ing per ma nent
friends. Its un selfish work slowly gained recog ni tion. Its ever open
door and its min is tra tion of Christ-like mercy in times of sud den ac ci- 
dent, or of pub lic calamity won it re spect. To day it is reap ing what it
has sown and its har vest of char i ta ble gifts and no ble bene fac tions
has blessed Jack sonville with an In sti tu tion that is a credit to its many
friends and an honor to the city.”
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From an other re port, we add:

"It is well to state that the Pas sa vant Memo rial Hos pi tal is the di- 
rect re sult of the gen eros ity of Jack sonville cit i zens, and must owe its
suc cess largely to their fos ter ing care. The prin ci ples upon which its
founder in sisted will be sa credly guarded and re tained in its fu ture de- 
vel op ment. These are:

"1. That it is to be a dis tinc tively Chris tian In sti tu tion, con ducted
by dea conesses, and of fer ing the best skill in ev ery de part ment of
hos pi tal work.

"2. That it is not and can never be come a source of profit to ony
one con nected with its man age ment.

"3. That it is open to any rep utable physi cian for his pri vate pa- 
tients.

"4. That it is al ways open to ac ci dent cases; and as long as there is
a bed va cant the de serv ing poor who need hos pi tal care will find shel- 
ter within its walls.

"This In sti tu tion is di rectly un der the care of the Mother House at
Mil wau kee, Wis con sin.

"In 1896 the bene fac tress of this In sti tu tion died in the ninety-third
year of her age. Dur ing that year one hun dred and ninety-five pa tients
were cared for in the hos pi tal.

"The build ing has re cently un der gone some re con struc tion, and
now has a frontage of ninety feet on East State Street, the main av- 
enue of the city.

"The main build ing con tains six wards for clas si fied pa tients, in- 
clud ing a pretty ward ex clu sively for chil dren; the op er at ing, drug
and ether iz ing rooms, the kitchen with its nec es sary pantry and clos- 
ets, and the din ing room for the Sis ters and their helpers, with boiler
and steam-heat ing plants, the laun dry and stor age cel lars in the base- 
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ment. Each ward is fur nished with nec es sary clos ets and bath rooms
and the plumb ing and steam-heat ing through out are of the best mod- 
ern de sign and work man ship. The op er at ing room is fin ished in
adamant plas ter, en caus tic tile, and equipped with ev ery con ve nience
in iron and glass to make it thor oughly asep tic.

“Space has been re served in this build ing for a chapel, and pri vate
rooms are lo cated on each floor, for the en dow ment of which $4,500
each has been con trib uted by sev eral per sons, and sev eral are with out
en dow ment, await ing the gen eros ity of those hav ing the means.”

Here is a let ter which Dr. Pas sa vant writes to Mr. A. H. Wirz, an in ti mate
friend and a gen er ous helper:

“Let me tell you of our tri als and tri umphs of late. Two weeks ago,
af ter be ing at home for three days, I got a dis patch to come im me di- 
ately to Jack sonville. Weary and sad, I hur ried there only to find that
the City au thor i ties had re solved to pave the en tire front street of our
hos pi tal home prop erty there at a cost to us of nearly fif teen hun dred
dol lars for the four hun dred feet front. It was lit er ally dread ful. I said
noth ing to man for I could not say a word. It was all just and proper.
But what to do I could not imag ine. I could only again look up to God
and hope in the di vine Prov i dence. As to rais ing money in Jack- 
sonville, ev ery body dis suaded from the ef fort be cause the coun try
roads had been lit er ally a swamp and the mer chants had no money. I
could there fore only say with one of old, ‘We are with out strength,
we have no coun sel but our eyes are unto Thee, God.’ And so I
waited with an anx ious heart, un til yes ter day Sis ter Louisa wrote that
a quiet com pany of cit i zens had united to gether and got ten up a con- 
cert as well as taken sub scrip tions and had raised sev en teen hun dred
dol lars. The ex tracts from the Jour nal of Jack sonville will ap pear in
the next Work man! So sin gu lar are the ways of God. It is there fore
not a vain thing to trust in Christ al ways and to be lieve that ‘He will
pro vide’. I can not but think af ter all these prov i den tial deal ings that
some great bless ing will come through those In sti tu tions at Jack- 
sonville, though their his tory is a mys tery of Prov i dence which I can- 
not fathom.”
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Of the blessed work that the Jack sonville Hos pi tal was do ing, he writes:

"The lovely shade trees which sur round the hos pi tal are vo cal with
songs from the birds. Robins and wrens, blue jays and tur tle-doves
dwell among its branches and rear their lit tle ones in peace. Where
we write these lines, in the old Hardin man sion, there of ten as sem- 
bled in the early his tory of Illi nois, the men who laid the foun da tions
of the State; Gov er nor Dun can, Mr. Lin coln, Richard Yates and many
oth ers. The whole seems more like a dream than a re al ity! And so our
re luc tant com ing here, our un will ing and re sist ing ac cep tance of this
fine prop erty, with all the years since then full of dif fi culty and strug- 
gle, of pains and prayers, what is it all for? What does it all mean? It
is a mys tery of God’s prov i dence which we can not fathom. Now and
then a rift ap pears in the clouds and the shin ing out of God’s pur poses
seems for a time to make all clear. But such is the weak ness of the
flesh and spirit that af ter wards ‘shad ows, clouds and dark ness rest
upon us.’

"One of these events re cently oc curred, which has gone far to
strengthen faith, and make us con fi dent that ‘our la bor in the Lord is
not in vain’. On the evening of the eigh teenth of May a storm of great
vi o lence passed over the city, with dark and threat en ing clouds in the
dis tance. As early as six o’clock the next morn ing, con veyances were
at the hos pi tal door filled with the man gled vic tims of a fright ful tor- 
nado which had struck the vil lage of Liter, de mol ish ing ev ery thing in
its track and leav ing be hind it many wounded and dead. The sur- 
vivors were in a con di tion which can not be de scribed. Bro ken arms
and limbs, bod ies cut with fear ful gashes and so cov ered with dirt as
to be scarcely rec og nized, they pre sented a most hor ri ble spec ta cle. In
some cases their cloth ing had to be cut off piece by piece, and only
then could the ex tent of their in juries be known. Seven of these were
of one fam ily, a mother, the widow of a min is ter, with her four sons, a
daugh ter and a daugh ter-in-law. As the news of the dis as ter spread,
hun dreds came from city and coun try to in quire of the suf fer ing;
pack ages of cloth ing and linen, bas kets of del i ca cies and pro vi sions
were sent and above all the kindly of fices of gen tle woman to watch
and min is ter were freely given. Dr. King, with a staff of physi cians,
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seemed not to know of weari ness, the sis ters were at the bed side and
in the kitchen night and day for weeks; ev ery thing that love and
strength and pa tience could do was done. But death had marked three
of the poor suf fer ers as his vic tims. One of them, Dr. Grif fin, a
promis ing young physi cian never be came con scious, and fol lowed his
wife who died first in the hos pi tal. The third was the youngest son of
the af flicted mother, who could hardly even weep when her youngest-
born was re leased from his aw ful suf fer ings.

“Two months of this hard and sad ser vice have passed away, and
to day, the mother and daugh ter were re moved to the coun try. A son
will leaVe this af ter noon, while the other son who can move about on
crutches re mains in the hos pi tal. An other young man from the same
vil lage, also the son of a min is ter, whose skull was fright fully in jured,
is rapidly re cov er ing. A poor Ger man, who was brought from an other
place, dread fully man gled, has also re cov ered. The grat i tude of these
wor thy peo ple was most touch ing, but that which to us is pe cu liarly
grat i fy ing is the ef fect it has pro duced on the com mu nity. It is seen
and felt that a Chris tian hos pi tal is a ne ces sity; that le gal pro vi sion
with its almshouse is in suf fi cient and de grad ing and that only when
the Church goes out do ing good, both in preach ing the Gospel and
heal ing the sick, is she re pro duc ing the life of Christ in its best and
holi est form. What may be the ef fect of this al tered con vic tion on this
In sti tu tion, time alone will prove. But for the present, it would seem
that God has set His seal of ap pro ba tion upon both hos pi tal and home
more clearly than ever. The fu ture is with Him, while present duty,
trial, faith and pa tience are ours. Blessed are they who ’over come by
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their tes ti mony and love
not their lives unto death.”"

When Ju lia Sut ter’s in tensely in ter est ing and in struc tive book, en ti tled “A
Colony of Mercy,” ap peared, Dr. Pass sa vant was de lighted and ed i fied.
From a two-col umn ed i to rial, we quote:

"It is a touch ing nar ra tive of the in ner and outer life of the In sti tu- 
tion of Epilep tics at Biele feld, Ger many, which has at tained a world-
wide fame un der the su per in ten dence of Pas tor Bodelschwingh. The
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style of the au thor is beau ti ful in its sim plic ity and the whole is writ- 
ten from a heart which is touched by the pity ing love of Christ. One
can not read it with out tears of re joic ing that mercy has come to the
poor un for tu nates over whose sad life the dark shadow of the sor est
of earthly af flic tions has fallen.

"This beau ti ful vol ume of three hun dred and fifty pages, with
twenty-two il lus tra tions and the plan of Bethel, is one of the most fas- 
ci nat ing books which has left the Amer i can press. It is a por trai ture of
a healthy Chris tian ity amid the cheats and shams of that blessed faith
which de form our mod ern Chris tian ity. Its liv ing char ac ters, like the
Ser mon on the Mount, are full of the gen tle ness of Christ and they
move among these chil dren of af flic tion with the re pose and sweet- 
ness of the early saints. The con trast be tween this won der ful rev e la- 
tion of ‘the life also of Je sus’ and the le gal is tic and hu man i tar ian re- 
lief ef forts of our day is most strik ing and in di cates more clearly than
words can ex press the mis sion of the Chris tian Church, ‘to com fort
all that mourn, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourn ing and the gar ment of praise for the spirit of heav i ness’.

“It is deeply in ter est ing also to ob serve how the Church of the
Ref or ma tion, in this as in so many other spheres of ap plied Chris tian- 
ity, is be com ing the in struc tor of Eng land and Amer ica. The restora- 
tion of the prim i tive of fice of Dea coness in the Church, the fam ily
sys tem of the Rauhe Haus in the care of Or phans and of all re for ma- 
tory in sti tu tions, the Colony Sys tem of mis sions among the hea then,
the Kinder garten schools of Froebel with many oth ers owe their ori- 
gin and won der ful de vel op ment to the Chris tian ity of Ger many. From
the ar ti cle be low, it will be seen that in the care of epilep tics Eng land
is fol low ing the model of the Bethel colonies of Ger many, and we
may add, in Amer ica also, the first In sti tu tions of the same sys tem are
be gin ning to ap pear. Thus while sophists rave and philoso phers wran- 
gle and sci ence falsely so called is bus ied in tear ing down the Church
of God, and erect ing in its place the tem ple of Rea son, Ger man piety,
like its Mas ter, goes about do ing good, heal ing all man ner of dis eases
and all that are op pressed by the devil.”
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About a year be fore his death. Dr. Pas sa vant was plan ning to open an In sti- 
tu tion for the care of Epilep tics. Here is an ex tract from one of his ed i to ri- 
als:

"For years past the de sire has been sa credly cher ished that some- 
thing might be done for the re lief of this un happy class of suf fer ers.
The lack of time, strength, means and la bor ers has. hith erto pre vented
an ef fort in this di rec tion. But the thought of faith was never aban- 
doned. On the con trary, as dif fi cul ties mul ti plied, more earnest prayer
was of fered and it would ap pear that the Lord has hear kened to the
ag o niz ing cries for re lief which have gone up from many a stricken
home and heart. With out any thing of our do ing, am ple means have
been of fered and if it please God, a be gin ning will be made in the
near fu ture for the re lief of these suf fer ing ones.

"We are pledged to ab so lute si lence as to the de tails and like wise
in re gard to the time and place of the com mence ment. It is men tioned
now only that oth ers may unite their prayers with those who have
borne the cause of these suf fer ers on their hearts. So many things are
needed be fore such an In sti tu tion can be es tab lished, that un less the
Lord build the house, ‘they la bor in vain who build it’. The whole is
in His hands and He will yet be in quired of for these things.

“While re cov ery to health or bod ily re lief is a prom i nent aim of
such an In sti tu tion, the in ter ests of the im mor tal soul will oc cupy the
con stant thought and ef fort of its es tab lish ment. In most in stances
both the in tel lec tual and spir i tual train ing of this ne glected class have
been un avoid ably ne glected. With the fear ful down ward ten dency of
all their pow ers, when not re strained by Chris tian prin ci ple they drift
on ward to wards the abyss of hope less im be cil ity. It is not, there fore,
merely bod ily re lief, with shel ter and food and need ful care, that is
sought to be given them, but a knowl edge of the Sav ior and a per- 
sonal love to Him. That must be the ul ti mate and un ceas ing aim of
the In sti tu tion that is to meet the high est wants of this af flicted class.”

Of the car ry ing out of this holy pur pose sev eral years later by his son and
suc ces sor, that son writes:
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"Long be fore the story of the re mark able Bethel colony for
Epilep tics, at Biele feld, Ger many, had reached his ears, Dr. Pas sa vant
had de cided to at tempt the found ing of a home for these af flicted
ones. Cor re spon dence had been be gun with some per sons spe cially
in ter ested in the project and it was his in ten tion to be gin in a hum ble
way in the near fu ture. It seemed as if the hopes and prayers of years
were about to be ful filled, when death sud denly over took him and the
weary bur den-bearer was at rest. As so ci a tion with the poor and sick
brought to his at ten tion nu mer ous cases where this ter ri ble af flic tion
made poverty all the more wretched, put sick ness be yond the hope of
re cov ery and sub jected child-suf fer ers to life-long mis ery. Ap pealed
to in num ber less in stances, even by the wealthy, to rec om mend some
Chris tian In sti tu tion where an un for tu nate epilep tic might be cared
for and shielded from the dan ger and hu mil i a tion which pub lic at- 
tacks of the mal ady made un avoid able, he was com pelled to re ply
that no such home ex isted in this coun try. Not ad mit ted to hos pi tals,
re fused ad mis sion by the au thor i ties of homes for in cur ables and al- 
lowed in the wards of the in sane asy lum or within the doors of the in- 
sti tu tions for the im be cile or id i otic only af ter the rav ages of the dis- 
ease had in jured the rea son or de stroyed the mind, the po si tion of the
epilep tic suf ferer seemed to be piti ful and hope less in the ex treme.

"It was sug gested af ter his death that an In sti tu tion should be be- 
gun and called THE PAS SA VANT MEMO RIAL HOME. He had
pre served as a sa cred trust small sums given him for this pur pose. His
praYers had con se crated these gifts; and soon af ter his death there
was se cured in re sponse to an ap peal sent out by oth ers who were in- 
ter ested nearly two thou sand dol lars, and the work so long dis cussed
at last took a tan gi ble form.

"In less than one year af ter Dr. Pas sa vant’s death these Chris tian
homes were for mally opened. On the sixth of June, a large au di ence
was gath ered in the cen tral build ing, and ap pro pri ate re li gious ser- 
vices were held. Ad dresses were made by Rev. Wm. A. Pas sa vant, Jr.,
and Rev. W. M. McE wan, de scrib ing kin dred work in Ger many and
the scope of what was here in view.
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"The three build ings now oc cu pied are beau ti fully sit u ated on the
slope of a hill over look ing the city of Rochester, Pa., within twenty-
five miles of Pitts burgh. Sixty acres of land, mostly un der cul ti va tion,
fur nish health ful oc cu pa tion, and prove a source of rev enue.

“No one who has seen an epilep tic in a con vul sive fit, or knows
the ap pre hen sion and ter ror which his pres ence causes to fam ily and
friends, will doubt the ne ces sity of spe cial homes for these poor suf- 
fer ers. No one who has vis ited the sunny hill side above Rochester,
Pa., with its south ward sweep over clus ter ing towns, un du lat ing hills
and miles of wind ing river, can for get the view, or the homes for
epilep tics es tab lished at this ideal spot. To a vis i tor who fol lows the
su per in ten dent along the broad side walk that con nects the dif fer ent
fam ily houses, there is lit tle to at tract at ten tion ex cept the per fect or- 
der of the place, the quiet in dus try of the in mates and the air of peace
that is over all. He no tices a white-capped dea coness with sev eral fe- 
male pa tients seated on the back porch par ing pota toes. An other can
be seen in the sewing room oc cu pied with oth ers at the sewing ma- 
chines. The farmer is busily en gaged haul ing shocks of corn to the
barn, where a half dozen men are hav ing a husk ing bee. ‘Carlo’, the
faith ful watch dog, and a cou ple of boys seem the only ones who are
get ting fun out of any thing else than work. But Sis ter Catharine can
tell of other scenes, when these strong men drop as if shot, their faces
con torted with hor ror or in de scrib able agony, and when the loud ag o- 
nized cry is heard at night from the con vulsed suf fer ers at the
Woman’s Cot tage, a call for in stant at ten dance and ten der est care.
And though love is there and the sun shines and God has given the af- 
flicted fam ily a home, a peace ful Chris tian home, yet the shad ows are
there also and the sor rows and suf fer ing of sin. The vis i tor must not
for get to see the chapel. It is small, but it has its pul pit, read ing desk
and al tar and Mr. S. whose hand i work it all is, did not omit to place
the sim ple cross upon it. It is a churchly sanc tu ary and dearly the pa- 
tients ap pre ci ate its priv i leges. On Sun day af ter noon there is a Sun- 
day school of epilep tics, rang ing in age from the child of eight to Un- 
cle Sam and Grandma Moore, who are both up in the six ties but as
ea ger as the chil dren to hear the lessons out of ‘Bible Sto ries.’”
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One of the faith ful, trusted, life-long friends and co-work ers of Dr. Pas sa- 
vant was the sainted Rev. Wm. Berke meier. He was one of those guile less,
con se crated, un selfish souls whom the Doc tor loved and hon ored. Berke- 
meier, on the other hand, loved Pas sa vant as he loved his own soul, looked
to him for coun sel and im plic itly fol lowed his lead ing. Set tled in Pitts burgh
on his grad u a tion from Get tys burg Sem i nary he was brought into daily con- 
tact with Pas sa vant. There he gath ered and or ga nized a strong Lutheran
Con gre ga tion, mainly out of ne glected, unchurched Ger mans. Here he be- 
gan to note and lament the wrongs in flicted upon the Ger man im mi grants
on their ar rival in the new world. From Pitts burgh he went to Wheel ing,
where the many poor and help less Ger mans ap pealed still more strongly to
his sym pa thetic na ture. Dur ing the nine years of his fruit ful min istry in
"Wheel ing he con stantly prayed and planned for an Em i grant Refuge, in
New York. He kept in clos est touch with Pas sa vant and of ten they con ferred
with each other on the im mi grant prob lem. In 1877 Berke meier ac cepted an
ur gent call to a Ger man Church in Mount Ver non, N. Y., where he had a
still bet ter op por tu nity to watch the help less new ar rivals and to see the im- 
po si tions prac ticed on them.

Dr. Pas sa vant dur ing his vis its to New York as a sup ply of St. James’
and in con nec tion with the found ing of the Wart burg had also care fully
looked into the sor row ings and suf fer ings of the hap less strangers when
they first set foot on a strange land. He saw how con science less keep ers of
the low lodg ing house fleeced them; how the pimps of the ques tion able re- 
sorts en ticed them; how the sharks and plun der ers of ev ery class robbed
them. Like un clean birds of prey these hu man buz zards pounced upon the
un pro tected ones to their wreck and ruin. And again he would seek out his
Berke meier and to gether they would be wail and plan and pray for a way to
help and res cue these help less strangers.

True, some thing had been at tempted by the east ern Luther ans. For four
years the New York and Penn syl va nia Syn ods had con ferred to gether. At
last a com mit tee had been ap pointed, which had called the Rev. R. Neu man
to be come mis sion ary to the im mi grants. Dur ing the year when Pas sa vant
was sup ply ing St. James’ pul pit, study ing the city, moved with com pas sion
for the or phan and the im mi grant, Neu man be gan his work. He opened an
of fice, vis ited and coun seled the new com ers and thus saved some.
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But for Pas sa vant this was not enough. He de sired a Chris tian Inn, into
which these dazed chil dren of an other world and an other tongue might be
gath ered and there coun seled as to their ma te rial and spir i tual wel fare. He
wished to make it im pos si ble for pimps and sharks to get into com mu ni ca- 
tion with them, un til they had been prop erly in structed and warned as to
their dan gers, ac com pa nied and as sisted to ward their des ti na tion and di- 
rected to spir i tual ad vis ers at their jour ney’s end. Pas sa vant wanted Berke- 
meier to un der take the work of es tab lish ing such an im mi grant mis sion,
with a lo cal habi ta tion and a name. To this end he con ferred with the Em i- 
grant Com mit tee and fi nally pre vailed on that body to call the
Rev. Mr. Berke meier to be come the as sis tant of mis sion ary Neu man, with
the spe cial task of se cur ing a per ma nent way-side Chris tian home, to fa ther
the stranger, coun sel him to for get not his Fa ther above and guard him
while in New York and send him on his way re joic ing. And so in 1867, Pas- 
tor Berke meier en tered upon his mis sion, with what self-sac ri fice, hard ship,
toil and tears this man of God pushed for ward the work and through evil re- 
port and through good re port held on un til he saw the Em i grant House at 26
State St. pur chased and af ter wards en larged, God only knows. In it all
Dr. Pas sa vant was his ad viser and as sis tant. Pas sa vant be came a mem ber of
the re or ga nized Em i grant Board and pre vailed upon the Gen eral Coun cil to
ac cept the Em i grant Mis sion as its own and give it of fi cial en dorse ment and
at least moral sup port. He con trib uted per son ally to the build ing fund and
time and again ac com pa nied and as sisted Berke meier in so lic it ing aid. It is
prob a bly not too much to claim that next to Pas tor Berke meier Dr. Pas sa- 
vant did more than any other man to make the Em i grant Mis sion a suc cess
as God counts suc cess and a credit to the Amer i can Lutheran Church. By
word of mouth and with his elo quent pen in the Lutheran and Mis sion ary
and af ter wards in The Work man, he pleaded the cause of the stranger within
our gates and the mis sion that ex isted for his wel fare.

Of the be nign and mer ci ful work that the Em i grant House was do ing, he
writes in the Work man of Jan u ary 5, 1882:

"The es tab lish ment of the Cas tle Gar den mis sion with the Em i- 
grant House, has been a beau ti ful re flec tion of this Christ like spirit. It
has been an evan gel of good to all peo ples. To stand as we have
stood, on a para pet in Cas tle Gar den, af ter the ar rival of an em i grant
ship and look down upon the mot ley crowds be low, ev ery pos si ble
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cos tume from ev ery land and of ev ery faith, the poor chil dren cling- 
ing to the moth ers and the men clam or ing for re lease at the barred
gates or drag ging their bag gage to get there, to note the cards of the
Em i grant House in their caps, or to see them read ing the tracts given
them by pas tors Berke meier or Keyl, or thank fully re ceiv ing the tes- 
ta ments given by the Bible So ci ety, is a spec ta cle full of deep and
holy sig nif i cance. And then, when the law has been com plied with
and the doors at last are opened, to see hun dreds of these foot-sore
and weary trav el ers, at rest in the Em i grant House, their wants at- 
tended to, their bag gage safely guarded, the evening wor ship over,
and the still ness of a Chris tian house hold set tling upon the quiet
sleep ers is a sight to thank God for. How can we see this and not
thank God for the erec tion of this mis sion of mercy to the poor and
the stranger within our gates. When we first saw these things, we
were over come with tears, that not with stand ing our great short com- 
ings else where, yet here, on this most im por tant mis sion ground in
the new world, and at the most im pres sive mo ments of their lives, the
im mi grants are re ceived by our Amer i can Church in the spirit of our
Lord and with the char i ties of pure and un de filed re li gion.

“It is not too much to say that no in vest ment of time, la bor, money
and un ceas ing anx i ety has brought in a larger rev enue of bene dic tions
to the poor and of richer bless ings to the Church than have these mis- 
sion ary labors among these in com ing strangers. We can not num ber
the cases which have come un der our own ob ser va tion, of ex cel lent
ser vice done to the de serv ing poor. Over the whole land are count less
eases of sit u a tions pro cured for in dus tri ous la bor ers, of fam i lies for- 
warded to their friends, of the in ex pe ri enced saved from sin and ruin,
as well as tens of thou sands who have been re freshed and aided in
their west ward way. We can even point to churches sup plied with de- 
serv ing pas tors, to young men res cued and now in the min istry, to or- 
phans gath ered into homes and in valids into hos pi tals, now re joic ing
in health, and re turn ing to give God the thanks. The Em i grant House
has been a Bethesda alike for the bod ies and souls of men.”

Here is a note about the Em i grant House, writ ten May 8, 1884:
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"In the midst of the hur ry ing thou sands on Broad way, it is touch- 
ing to note the lit tle groups of freshly ar rived im mi grants, whole fam- 
i lies, par ents and chil dren, down to the babe on the mother’s arm, fol- 
low ing a great stream of life and look ing with won der ing eyes on the
banks, ware houses, of fices and ho tels. which line the street. Their
bag gage is at the Em i grant House at the foot of Broad way and they
do not leave for the West un til four o’clock. We saw them on their ar- 
rival, one hun dred and fifty strong, each with his green card on his
cap, and thank fully said, ‘a troupe cometh’. We saw them also at the
evening wor ship, and wept as we heard them sing the first song of
thanks giv ing in the New World to the fa mil iar melody known in the
old. We also heard the fer vent prayers of the Church in their be half
and felt that holy sym pa thies from two con ti nents were clus ter ing
around them. We re al ized as never be fore that these were but a van- 
guard of a vast mul ti tude on the way. Nay, more, we had just come
from the meet ing of the Em i grant House Board, where we re solved to
at once erect ad di tional ac com mo da tion for these in com ing thou- 
sands. The new build ing will be in the rear of the old and will be five
sto ries above the base ment. It will cost per haps twenty thou sand dol- 
lars. But it will give more of fice, din ing and sit ting room with a larger
Chapel. A hun dred more per sons can then be cared for so that three
hun dred can then be fed and housed with out the ex ces sive la bor of
pro vid ing for two hun dred as at present.

“Thanks be to God for the Em i grant House, and thanks and praise
be to His holy name for hav ing raised up the un selfish and de voted
men and women who give their best ser vices to care for these
‘strangers within our gates.’”

When the Dr. was com ing out of a pro tracted and se vere spell of sick ness in
the Fall of 1886, he found among his ac cu mu lated let ters one from good fa- 
ther Berke meier, com plain ing bit terly about an un wor thy and slan der ous at- 
tack on the Em i grant House by Dr. Walther, pub lished in the Luther aner.
Dr. Pas sa vant writes:

"It is up wards of three weeks since the shadow of a heavy dis ease
with brain ex haus tion has been upon me. Of most of the time I can
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give no ac count. By God’s mercy I am grad u ally com ing out of the
cloud and can work by ‘heads’, as they say in the oil re gion, at the ac- 
cu mu la tion of let ters on my ta ble. Oh, how grate ful I feel that it is no
worse but on the con trary that I feel so much bet ter and am daily
grow ing stronger.

“Let me thank you for your fra ter nal af fec tion and your thought ful
re quests to send but a line. Would like to write much and about many
things, but can not now. I would have per son ally writ ten
Prof. ”Walther and had him make the cor rec tion, but friends in
Chicago and Mil wau kee told me that he was at death’s door and
could not live many days. Now, blessed be God, the dark shadow has
passed and he is re cov er ing. I can not find the pa per where he makes
this un wor thy state ment. Oh, how un ut ter ably sad that good men can
come un der the in flu ence of par ti san and party spirit and do such un- 
wor thy things.
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21. Thiel Col lege – Col lege Life
– Moun tain Hos pi tal ity

IN THE EARLY SIX TIES Dr. Pas sa vant had be come ac quainted with a
lib eral lay man named Louis Thiel. This plain and pi ous Ger man had been a
butcher in Pe tro leum Cen ter, Pa. There he had in vested his life’s sav ings in
oil lands. He promised the Lord that he would de vote to the Church at least
one tenth of what ever he might re al ize from the in vest ment. And the Lord
pros pered him. On re mov ing to Pitts burgh he united with the Sec ond Ger- 
man Lutheran church of which the Rev. G. A. Wen zel was pas tor. In the
spring of 1865 he placed the sum of $5505 in the hands of Dr. Pas sa vant to
be used at his dis cre tion for some benev o lent pur pose. Af ter mu tual con sul- 
ta tion they agreed to de vote it to the cause of Chris tian ed u ca tion. With this
money Dr. Pas sa vant pur chased sev eral build ings in Phillips burg, Beaver
Co., Pa., which had been used as a sort of wa ter-cure San i tar ium. Early in
1866 Dr. Pas sa vant had the build ings fit ted up for a Board ing school which
was opened as Thiel Hall, in Sep tem ber of that year.

With his un usual gift of dis cov er ing and se cur ing the best young men.
Dr. Pas sa vant found the young Rev. H. E. Ja cobs, who has since be come the
prince of dog mati cians in the Amer i can Church. Dr. Pas sa vant se cured his
ser vice dur ing a Sum mer va ca tion to sev eral mis sions on the Al le gheny
River with Spring dale as a cen ter. He af ter ward se cured him as prin ci pal for
Thiel Hall and would have been glad to keep him, had he not been called to
Penn syl va nia Col lege as Latin pro fes sor. Here is Pas sa vant’s es ti mate of
him:

“He is a no ble young man and en dears him self to ev ery one. He is do ing
ad mirably at the church of the Al le gheny Mis sion, has found a set tle ment
three miles in the coun try of a dozen Ger man fam i lies and is ‘run ning them
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down’, will have Com mu nion on Sun day a week and ex pects to con firm
quite a good class.”

Of the spirit and life of that school un der Dr. Ja cobs, the writer of this
can speak from ex pe ri ence. Never can we for get the blessed days spent
there. At no school that we ever at tended did we find so good a spirit, so
home like an at mos phere, such af fec tion among the stu dents as there.

Prof. Ja cobs preached on Sun day evenings in the Ger man church of the
vil lage and or ga nized a lit tle Eng lish Lutheran con gre ga tion. The mem ber- 
ship con sisted mainly of the stu dents, the pro fes sors, Ja cobs and Feit shans,
and the Down ing fam ily who had charge of the build ings and the board ing.
Stu dents were elected as el ders and dea cons; stu dents, with the as sis tance of
the Misses Wag ner, made up the choir. Stu dents gath ered, su per in tended
and taught the Eng lish Sun day school. The un con firmed stu dents were cat e- 
chized by Prof. Ja cobs and when the time came for con fir ma tion it was left
to each one to de cide whether he de sired to take this step or not. Among
those who ap plied for con fir ma tion in the Au tumn of 1869, was Wm. A.
Pas sa vant, Jr. Dr. Pas sa vant came down from Baden on Sun day af ter noon,
led the evening de vo tions at the sup per ta ble and preached the con fir ma tion
and com mu nion ser mon. How he prayed for the stu dents as we knelt in that
din ing room that Sun day evening. The mem ory of that prayer af ter thirty-
five years still touches the heart and moist ens the eye. And that ser mon! We
can see the sil ver-crowned saint in that wine-glass pul pit now. The text was:
“He brought me into the ban quet ing house and His ban ner over me was
love.” We know that ser mon to day. How ten derly and touch ing were the ap- 
pli ca tions to those about to be con firmed, and the ap peals to all of us to give
our hearts wholly to the dear Sav ior and our lives to His ser vice in the min- 
istry. More than one half of the boys who heard that ser mon be came min is- 
ters. Of that lit tle fam ily-con gre ga tion we re call the fa mil iar min is te rial
names: H. Pe ters, J. A. Zahn, D. L. and f. B. Roth, J. C. Kun z man, R. M.
Zim mer man, D. L. and W. A. Pas sa vant, G. C. Berke meier, J. W. My ers, H.
L. Mc Mur ray, F. C. E. Lem cke, and G. W. Critchlow.

Of that same ser vice the Rev. H. Pe ters writes this rem i nis cence:

“I first met and be came ac quainted with Dr. Pas sa vant at Thiel
Hall. The scene in which he stands out most promi nently in my rec ol- 
lec tion is that of the first con fir ma tion ser vice held in our lit tle Eng- 
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lish Lutheran Con gre ga tion which had been or ga nized by some of us
older stu dents and in which at the ripe age of twenty-one years I acted
as one of the ‘el ders’. In that class (which has now be come fa mous in
the church) was W. A. Pas sa vant, Jr. His fa ther had been re quested to
preach the ser mon. It was the first ser mon I ever heard him preach
and it stamped him upon my mind and heart as one of th« great
preach ers of the Church. Stirred as the Doc tor could and would be by
the pres ence of his own beloved son be fore him in so im pres sive a
ser vice, it was most touch ing and elo quent.”

The boys al ways looked for ward to the vis its and the chapel-talks of
Dr. Pas sa vant. His gen er ous na ture could not help but win those youth ful
hearts. Here is an in ci dent: We were at the sup per ta ble, at whose head sat
the Doc tor. We had lit tle sausages for sup per that evening. The rule had
been that each stu dent should get one. The house-fa ther of that evening put
two on each plate, and when the plat ter was empty he called out: “Sis ter D.,
you must bring more sausages; these boys have a good ap petite.” The boys
voted him a good man.

Nor have we ever for got ten the com mu nion sea son of that lit tle col lege
church. When Prof. Ja cobs an nounced a com mu nion, he in deli bly im- 
pressed it upon our minds that no one ought to come to the al tar with any
spite or bit ter ness in his heart against a fel low-stu dent; that if any of us had
quar reled, we ought to be rec on ciled be fore we came. Quite vividly we re- 
call how the boys who had quar reled came to gether be fore each com mu nion
to “make up,” shake hands and be rec on ciled.

When the Rev. Dr. H. E. Ja cobs was in stalled as pro fes sor of Sys tem atic
The ol ogy at the Phil a del phia Sem i nary, to take the place made va cant by
the death of Dr. Krauth, Dr. Pas sa vant wrote:

"There are in Dr. Ja cobs spe cial qual i fi ca tions for this im por tant
post. Like Dr. Krauth, a child of the covenant, he grew up in the sanc- 
tity of a Chris tian home and in the at mos phere of thor ough schol ar- 
ship. The growth of faith and learn ing went hand in hand and be fore
men were aware the mod est stu dent had de vel oped into Chris tian
man hood and schol ar ship of un usual promi nence. First a tu tor in the
Col lege at Get tys burg, then Prin ci pal of Thiel Hall, then Latin Pro fes- 
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sor in Penn syl va nia Col lege and af ter wards Greek Pro fes sor in the
same in sti tu tion, he passed up, step by step, through the var ied
branches and stud ies of these po si tions, mas ter ing ev ery one thor- 
oughly and mak ing full proof of his abil ity in all. So, too, his stud ies
dur ing these years made him at home in the Ger man lan guage, out of
whose trea sures of the ol ogy and lit er a ture he had al ready done so
much, by trans la tion and oth er wise, to in crease the sphere of the
Church’s knowl edge.

“The long fa mil iar ity with young men, the in ti mate ac quain tance
with their weak nesses and their virtues, the help ful ness of his spirit,
and the en tire ab sence of ev ery el e ment of cheat and sham, and the
felt pres ence of Chris tian no bil ity in his char ac ter, all gave him spe- 
cial qual i fi ca tions for the train ing of our fu ture min istry. But most of
all, and best of all, there is in Dr. Ja cobs not only the as sur ance of a
per sonal faith in Christ but the as sur ance of the ab so lute truth of
Christ’s teach ings as con fessed by our Evan gel i cal Church. How he
was led to both, need not here be told. It is enough to say that as in
the case of some oth ers, it was not only by earthly teach ers, but by
the Holy One, ‘who hath the key of David, who openeth and no man
shut teth, and who shut teth and no man openeth’. In bow ing be fore the
au thor ity of Christ, he lit er ally gave up all, re sign ing po si tion and go- 
ing forth, he knew not where, that he might be free to con fess the
whole truth as it is in Je sus. The strange re sult is known. He re turned
to hon or able po si tions, to con fi den tial re la tion ships, to help ful as so ci- 
a tions, and to im por tant ser vices in con fess ing, de fend ing and prop a- 
gat ing the faith which was dearer to him than life. Even now, he
leaves the scene of his most painful tri als and joy ful tri umphs with
the bless ings and re grets of stu dents, fac ulty and trustees. He leaves
not in anger, but in love and good will to all, in vok ing upon his dear
old home and the In sti tu tions there the bene dic tions of God.”

On the above-named oc ca sion when “Willie” Pas sa vant was con firmed the
Doc tor wrote his mother:

"The en closed let ter of Prof. Ja cobs con cern ing our Willie you
will, I am cer tain, read with sin cere plea sure and thanks giv ing to
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God. I an swered it at once, en cour ag ing the dear boy to take this step
and also say ing to Mr. Ja cobs that I would come down from Baden in
the af ter noon and preach for him in the evening. Oh, what a source of
joy to a fa ther’s heart to see the dear boy kneel at Christ’s al tar and
con se crate him self to God. Pray for him, dear mother, that God may
ac cept the of fer ing of his heart and life and that he may yet be come a
cho sen in stru ment of good in His ser vice.

“Our lit tle school at Phillips burg is do ing a blessed work and some
twelve or more of the stu dents have the min istry in view. How won- 
der fully God is both spir i tu ally and ma te ri ally adding His bene dic tion
to this cher ished work! To His great name be all the glory.”

In 1871 the Board of Di rec tors re solved to move the school to Greenville,
Pa., un der the name of Thiel Col lege. Dr. Pas sa vant did not fa vor this re- 
moval. He warned against it and pre dicted that be fore twenty-five years the
school would want to move away again. But he was over ruled and gave the
school the same hearty sup port and ser vice that he would have given at a
place of his own se lec tion.

At the lay ing of the cor ner-stone of Greenville Hall, the first build ing of
Thiel Col lege, Au gust 15, 1872, Dr. Pas sa vant made the prin ci pal ad dress.
In it he gives first the his tory of the school and sec ondly the prin ci ples on
which he de sires to see it con ducted. The ad dress brings out so clearly his
in ter est and zeal for Chris tian ed u ca tion, as well as his ideas of what a
Lutheran Col lege ought to be in its ideal, its spirit and its work, that we can- 
not for bear quot ing its prin ci pal parts:

"Ladies and Gen tle men — The lay ing of the cor ner-stone of
Greenville Hall, the first of the build ings of Thiel Col lege, is not de- 
signed to be an empty cer e mony. It is meant to ex press by an act
more strik ing than by words the fact that this is a Chris tian Col lege.
The cor ner-stone will be laid in the name of the Fa ther, and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost. By this to ken, its ori gin, its char ac ter and
its con tin u ance, in the unity of the Chris tian faith, are set forth in lan- 
guage un mis tak able and in terms the im port of which is known and
read of all men.
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"Hav ing been re quested by the Com mit tee of Ar range ments to
state a few facts con cern ing the ori gin and progress of the in sti tu tion,
I will men tion that the idea of such a col lege in West ern Penn syl va nia
was the cher ished thought of more than a quar ter of a cen tury. The
press ing need of an In sti tu tion of learn ing on this ter ri tory, where the
Word of God would be the supreme law and the chief thing in study,
dis ci pline, and gov ern ment, was felt more and more painfully with
each new year. I will not con ceal the fact that it was made the sub ject
of earnest prayer, dur ing all this time, that God would raise up some
one to pro vide the means for such an un der tak ing. It was felt, amid
the claims and wants of ex ist ing char i ties, that a pub lic call for means
to com mence an other In sti tu tion was not ad vis able. For more than a
score of years not a sin gle prov i den tial open ing had oc curred which
seemed to point to the re al iza tion of this hope, nor were there any vis- 
i ble to kens, though anx iously looked for, that the set time to fa vor
Zion had come. At length, as the years wore on and the need of such
a school be came more press ing, and coun sel and re lief were sought
more earnestly from God, the name of Louis Thiel was im pressed
upon the mind of one of our pas tors when in prayer for this great in- 
ter est. At the same time the pur pose was formed to open the sub ject
to him, and if pos si ble, ob tain from him a loan, so as to pur chase a
suit able tract of land on which a hum ble com mence ment might be
made. Be fore this pur pose could be car ried out Mr. Thiel called on
the pas tor in ques tion, and on in tro duc ing to him the ob ject of his in- 
tended visit was told by him that he had come to con sult as to the
most use ful way of ap pro pri at ing four thou sand dol lars which he had
set apart, as the tenth of his in come for years past, and which he
begged him to em ploy ac cord ing to his best judg ment in do ing good.
Alarmed at this un ex pected is sue and dread ing new re spon si bil i ties
which it so sud denly in volved, the whole sub ject was recom mit ted to
God in mu tual prayer, and the money placed on in ter est to await the
fur ther in di ca tion of Prov i dence. Dur ing the next fif teen months, var i- 
ous places were vis ited with ref er ence to a lo ca tion; but the ab sence
of build ings at sev eral, or the price de manded for those which were
found, for a time pre vented a pur chase. At length, in the Spring of
1866, a prop erty in Phillips burg, Beaver Co., Pa., which had been
used as a Sum mer re treat, af ter hav ing been vis ited in com pany with
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Mr. Thiel and meet ing his ap proval, was pur chased for $4,500, the in- 
ter est and the orig i nal do na tion pay ing the whole. A few months later
an ad join ing house and lot were gen er ously bought for $1000 so as to
af ford a res i dence for a teacher. In the Au tumn of the same year, the
main ed i fice was for mally set apart by a spe cial re li gious ser vice for
the sa cred pur poses of Chris tian ed u ca tion, and with out the knowl- 
edge of the benev o lent donor, re ceived the des ig na tion of Thiel Hall.
A few weeks be fore this, the in struc tions of the school had been com- 
menced un der the prin ci pal ship of Rev. Prof. Giese, of Wis con sin,
with five pupils. This hum ble be gin ning though most in signif i cant to
the eyes of some, was the work of faith ful love and was at tended with
a vis i ble bless ing of God. New stu dents were re ceived ev ery week,
and at the close of the first year the num ber of pupils re quired the ap- 
point ment of Rev. W, Copp, of Pax ton, 111., as a sec ond in struc tor.
The orig i nal pur pose was sa credly kept in view, and the Word of God
be came a rul ing el e ment in the in sti tu tion. Its in struc tions were not
only opened and closed with prayer, but the Holy Scrip tures were
daily read and stud ied by all the classes. Their in flu ence was hap pily
seen in the stu dious ness and or der of the schol ars, in their be hav ior
and moral ity, and in their con sci en tious fi delity to all their du ties. In
the midst of the most cheer ing to kens of an hon or able fu ture,
Prof. Giese ac cepted a call to New York City, and the in sti tu tion was
con tin ued for two years un der the in struc tion of Rev. H. E. Ja cobs
and Prof. Feit shans of the col lege at Get tys burg. With many ev i- 
dences of the Di vine fa vor, a char ter hav ing been ob tained from the
leg is la ture of Penn syl va nia with the pow ers of a col lege, the whole
was for mally trans ferred to the cor po ra tion thus cre ated and the in sti- 
tu tion was opened un der its new aus pices on the first of Sep tem ber,
1870. The Rev. Messrs. H. W. Roth, W. F. Ulery and D. Mc Kee, hav- 
ing been elected in struc tors by the Board of Trustees, de voted them- 
selves to the du ties of their re spon si ble po si tion, and the first col le- 
giate year gave ev i dence that only time and pains and prayers were
needed to es tab lish and per fect the work so aus pi ciously be gun. In the
be gin ning of this year the of fer of the cit i zens of Greenville to do nate
seven acres of land as a site and twenty thou sand dol lars for the erec- 
tion of a col lege build ing was of fi cially made to the Board of
Trustees, which, af ter many de lays, ow ing to a di ver sity of views was
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fi nally and thank fully ac cepted. In like man ner, it was de cided by the
Board to re move the in sti tu tion from Phillips burg to Greenville with- 
out longer de lay, and ac cord ingly on the first of Sep tem ber, 1871, the
ex er cises of the col lege were for mally opened in the Acad emy build- 
ing of this town.

"Af ter this had been done the Synod, to whom the prop erty of
Thiel Hall had been trans ferred by its founders at its con ven tion in
War ren, Pa., in Oc to ber of the same year, af ter a thor ough dis cus sion
of the col lege ques tion, fear ing that there might be some in dis tinct- 
ness in the minds of the cit i zens of Greenville in re gard to the re li- 
gious char ac ter of the in sti tu tion, took ac tion to the ef fect that be fore
the col lege should be de clared per ma nently lo cated here, the Board of
Trustees should have a per sonal in ter view with the com mit tee of the
cit i zens who had sub scribed to the col lege, and to com mu ni cate with
them in the clear est pos si ble man ner the pur pose of the Synod in its
es tab lish ment, its char ac ter as an in sti tu tion pledged to the dis tinc tive
faith and life of the Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church, to gether with the
re li gious study that would be ex pected of all un less ex cused by the
de sire of their par ents or guardians; so that, while pro vi sion could be
made for ex cep tional cases, the col lege must be car ried on in the
spirit of the Church and with its own pos i tive his tor i cal faith duly rec- 
og nized and con sti tut ing the ground work of Chris tian truth and in- 
struc tion. The re ply of the com mit tee to this com mu ni ca tion was
made in writ ing, and, we are happy to add, was as hon or able to them
as it was sat is fac tory to the Board.

"We have en tered into these de tails of the early in cep tion, the
prov i den tial ori gin and the sub se quent his tory of this in sti tu tion, not
merely for the pur pose of in for ma tion to those in ter ested in its wel- 
fare, and to show with what a spe cial con cern cer tain es sen tial fea- 
tures were guarded by the Synod to whom it was com mit ted by its
founders, but mainly to pre pare the way for a jus ti fi ca tion of this
char ac ter is tic fea ture of the Col lege which has fi nally been lo cated in
this com mu nity. Here on this solemn oc ca sion of lay ing its first cor- 
ner-stone and in the midst of those who have so gen er ously given of
their bounty for its erec tion, we openly pro claim that if the Word of
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God is not made the great thing in the whole fu ture of this Col lege, it
will sooner or later be come in the strong lan guage of Luther, ‘A great
gate of hell’.

"If any one sup poses that it is our pur pose to add an other to the so
called ‘pro gres sive’ col leges of the land, he is mis taken! We say it
openly, that we want no more of these ‘great hell fires’ . . We. are not
in dif fer ent to the clas sics of an tiq uity. They are in cor po rated in our
col lege course. We in sist on the nat u ral and ex act sci ences. We value
highly the phi los o phy of the mind. The prin ci ples of the Eng lish lan- 
guage, the laws of rhetoric, and the rules of or a tory are in dis pens able.
The an cient and mod ern tongues, and in these last the Ger man and
our own Eng lish with their world-wide sig ni fi ca tion are oblig a tory to
all who would take the col lege course. But we dare not ig nore the fact
that our young men, to be truly ed u cated, must be taught to sit at the
feet of Je sus. To be truly great, they must be truly good. To be pos- 
sessed of the trea sures of knowl edge and wis dom they must come to
Him who is the life.

‘For this is life eter nal, to know Thee, the only true God and Je sus
Christ whom Thou hast sent.’

"1. The faith of our young men re quires the thor ough study of the
Word of God. It is a fact, that most stu dents who en ter col lege come
with an im ma ture and half-formed re li gious faith. It may be that the
Word of God is as so ci ated in their minds with the dear est mem o ries
of home and the most ten der at tach ments of life. They have come
with the vows of God upon them and the power of an end less life lift- 
ing them above all that is sor did in the search of the truth, be neath the
groves of the acad emy. But it is equally true, that the im ma tu rity of
their char ac ter is only equaled by the im ma tu rity of their faith which
in the nar row cir cle of the fam ily and neigh bor hood was hap pily not
called upon to wres tle with prin ci pal i ties and pow ers. Once in the
new world of a col lege, all is changed. The thought, in spi ra tions, and
tur bu lent heav ings of the hu man heart for thou sands of years, at once
con front and im press them. ‘Who am I?’ ‘Why am I?’ ‘Whose am I?’
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"‘Whither am I bound?’ And a whole world of prob lems, per plex i- 
ties, so lic i tudes, hopes and fears which are in sep a ra ble from a liv ing
and im mor tal spirit, come up singly or in strange com bi na tions to
con fuse and ex haust the soul. The youth ful heart needs rest. It re- 
quires the cer tainty of a pos i tive faith. And such a faith can come
only by the Word of God. And that it may come, not as an ig no rant
con clu sion re ceived at sec ond hand from an other or ac cepted with out
the process of anx ious thought, it must be stud ied in its own sim ple
majesty, in its liv ing pu rity, in its sat is fy ing an swers to hu man per- 
plex i ties and in its di vine pro vi sions to cleanse from sin and to make
all things new. And so, too, the whole lit er a ture of the Bible must be
stud ied, in clud ing the great ques tion of so much mo ment in re li gion,
whether the Bible is the Book of God, and the as so ci ated prac ti cal
ques tions grow ing out of this fi nal one, thus re mov ing doubt, clear ing
away dif fi cul ties, deep en ing con vic tions, and es tab lish ing con clu- 
sions which, though long since reached by the heart, need the log i cal
ar gu ment and the ev i dence of facts to en able men to give a rea son of
the hope that is in them with meek ness and with fear.

"We can con ceive of noth ing more praise wor thy in the ser vice
which men can per form for their fel low men, than to send back to his
home, at the end of his col lege course, the young man in the dew of
youth, health ful in body, in gen u ous in heart, pure in life, cul ti vated in
in tel lect and es tab lished in the faith of Christ. The world needs such
men and the Church needs them. They are wanted at the bar, in the
min istry, in the heal ing art, in the ed i to rial chair, in the school room,
in ev ery de part ment of busi ness, com merce, trade, in agri cul ture and
the me chan i cal arts, ev ery where, men of an in tel li gent piety, of a pos- 
i tive faith, of a true man hood, who know in whom and in what they
be lieve, and stand up in their place as God’s wit nesses among their
fel lows! No want of so ci ety is greater than the want of such men!
May we not ex pect that the hand ful of corn on the top of this moun- 
tain shall yet wave like Lebanon in a no ble har vest of such men!

"2. The life of our young men re quires a thor ough study of the Di- 
vine Word.
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" ‘Search the Scrip tures’ said Je sus, ‘for in them ye think ye have
eter nal life and they are they which tes tify of Me.’ In them, as in a
glass, is seen the only true and per fect life on earth. What con flicts
with it is a cheat. What ac cords with it is an ap proach to ward truth.
From it all rules of liv ing are to be drawn. By it all cus toms of men
are to be tried. What har mo nizes with it is to be held fast; what is in
an tag o nism to it must be tram pled un der foot. Now, the study of this
life, is the busi ness of our life. The se cret of all true good ness and
great ness on earth is that men set this life be fore them, that they be- 
lieve it to be the only re al ity, that they fix their eye stead fastly upon
it, that they draw to ward it, fall ing down be fore it and wor ship ing it
in study and in si lence and de vo tion, and never leav ing it ex cept to
re flect the bor rowed glory of the Holy One, in a life formed af ter the
pat tern of their Lord! And only by such stud ies of the man Christ Je- 
sus can we look for a holy child hood and a sanc ti fied man hood in the
schools and col leges of our land. They whose names are splen did
with the life of sanc ti fied learn ing have found the se cret in the school
of Christ. Con formed to the like ness of their Lord, the lives of all liv- 
ing men are to them no more than shad ows, breath ing the at mos phere
of His un selfish love, they walk on a higher plane of be ing in the
com pany of the Son of God. There is about such per sons a moral
weight and an hon ored force be fore which ev ery thing gives way.
They have about them a dig nity, bor rowed from the grandeur of life
which they seek to im i tate. They do not strive nor cause their voice to
be heard in the street, and yet they move all be fore them as by the
power of ab so lute do min ion. What won der that in the Christ less
schools of this sad age we miss these no bler types of man hood! What
won der that in turn ing away from the con tem pla tion of the man
Christ Je sus, we have fallen among thieves. Let us as sert our high
pre rog a tive and cease from the cheats and shams of pa gan he roes. Let
us sow the seeds of true man hood and work for a crop of men."

Here is a let ter to William, his son, when he started his sopho more year at
Muh len berg Col lege, in 1872:

"Ab sence from home pre vented my writ ing un til this late day. We
are truly glad to hear that you are com fort ably fixed up again for an- 
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other col le giate year, that your room is bright and cheer ful, that you
have flow ers to grace it, and an old Thiel Hall boy as your com pan ion
and room-mate. But now, a few things more, dear son, for with out
these you are in great dan ger of a sad fail ure not only in your col lege
days but for life! Let me then, as a fa ther, say a few words which I
beg you not to thought lessly read over but in wardly to con sider and
to act upon dur ing your whole course. Keep your heart with all dili- 
gence. The rea son given in the Word is, ‘that out of it are the is sues
(ex tremes) of life’. I charge you, dear son, by your solemn con fir ma- 
tion vows to daily read the Scrip tures, both morn ing and night, giv ing
at least a half hour by your watch to the ex er cises of your closet and
the read ing of your Bible, and from the ex act and con sci en tious per- 
for mance of this duty and priv i lege you will not turn aside, no not a
hair’s breadth, for plea sure, com pany, study or any other thing. Thus
the heart will be ‘kept’ with all dili gence in pu rity and fi delity and
your whole life will be char ac ter ized by prin ci ple in the sight of God
and of man.

" ‘Do thy self no harm’. In other words, take care of your bod ily
health. By God’s great mercy you have no bod ily in fir mi ties or hered- 
i tary dis ease. But it is an easy thing to break the stamina of health and
to lay the foun da tion for an early death. ]ad vice to you is to keep up
the habit of weekly wash ing your body in pure wa ter and daily ex er- 
cise in walk ing. Have your time for this, rain or shine, and take your
room-mate with you to make life lively, to for get books and to give to
the body the ben e fit of a good stretch, un til the dor mant en er gies are
aroused and the blood again bub bles and leaps in your young veins as
be fore.

"Strive to ex cel in your stud ies. Don’t do this with ref er ence to
col lege hon ors, but solely with ref er ence to duty and use ful ness. Meet
and grap ple with ev ery dif fi culty in your stud ies with a cheer ful
heart, and good-na turedly dig out the ugly roots to the last inch. The
habit thus formed will go with you all through life, and you will
never be dis mayed at ob sta cles. I would not give my ex pe ri ence in
this re spect for tens of thou sands. Ham mer away and fi nally the old
rock will crack!
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"Pay spe cial at ten tion to your com po si tion and the most earnest
watch ful ness to your writ ing and spell ing. Your last two let ters, were,
I am sorry to say, care lessly (must I add slovenly) writ ten and both
your mother and I were sorry to see it. They were also full of mis- 
takes in spell ing. Now, this is with out ex cuse! For one who has gone
to school all his life and is in the sopho more class, it is sim ply abom- 
inable. I en close a dol lar and fifty cents to en able you to pro cure a
small dic tio nary which you can have near you on your ta ble al ways.
Read over your let ters care fully af ter they are writ ten, mak ing all
need ful cor rec tions, in punc tu a tion, or thog ra phy, etc., and then re- 
write if they are so nu mer ous as to dis fig ure the pa per.

“I am truly glad to hear you ex press your de ter mi na tion to study
Ger man thor oughly. I would now give thou sands of dol lars if I had
but im proved the op por tu ni ties of my col lege days in this re spect.
Take ev ery con ceiv able pains both in the pro nun ci a tion and in the
com po si tion of the sen tences and you Mali be am ply re warded by the
ac qui si tion of one of the no blest of lan guages which will won der fully
in crease both the sources of your en joy ment and your fu ture use ful- 
ness. Now is the time, dear Will, to lay foun da tions, and you will do
well to lay a strong one here by the ac qui si tion of an other lan guage
which will do great things for you, should God spare your life here- 
after.”

And here is an other to the col lege boy now in his ju nior year:

"Your let ter makes me write, but the pre vi ous one could not be un- 
der stood in any other way. I have no ob jec tion to a ‘cane’ pro vided it
is not used by young men! Save me from the young fel lows who
sport canes and part their hair in the mid dle of their heads! We no tice
these things in the min istry and give such lads a wide berth, just as
bank di rec tors do the of fered notes of young busi ness men who have
fast horses! They can’t get them dis counted!

“But enough. Hope to meet you and greet you next time as su per- 
in ten dent of ‘Clap board-staed tle’ Sun day school. By all means, dear
Will, ac cept the ‘call’ to be come su per in ten dent there and do the best
you can for the peo ple. The place will en able you to gain con fi dence



563

in your self and thus qual ify your self for the du ties of your fu ture vo- 
ca tion.”

For a time the fra ter nity craze had got ten into Muh len berg Col lege when the
writer was a stu dent there. Some of us had been taught that these em bry onic
lodges were evil in tone and ten dency and ar gued against them. Among
these on our side was Wm. Pas sa vant. Ru mor reached us that the “frats”
were gain ing a foothold in young Thiel also. William wrote his fa ther in re- 
gard to the mat ter. In the re ply the fa ther also speaks of the hope of hav ing
William as his as sis tant in his work of mercy. Doubt less it was such let ters
as this one that made William fi nally de cide on his fu ture no ble ca reer as
his fa ther’s helper and suc ces sor:

"My dear Will, Grace and Peace. Your mother sent your let ter to
me at Akron where I had the op por tu nity of see ing Br. Roth and con- 
sult ing with him on the whole sub ject. He is of the opin ion that there
has been as yet no or ga ni za tion in the col lege. If there has, he will
doubt less do what he can to root out and break up this last great nui- 
sance. I am truly obliged to you, dear son, for your thought ful and
manly course in this ugly mat ter. You say, with truth, that ‘Thiel Col- 
lege has got ten along this far with out such as so ci a tions, and that God
will care for it in the fu ture.’ The end of all such aids and ad juncts is
evil and only evil. I am truly thank ful that you so far re spect the
wishes of your fa ther that you stand aloof from all such se cret as so ci- 
a tions, and nei ther seek nor de sire the in flu ence which they give a
man for the time be ing. A great prin ci ple is in volved in this whole
mat ter, and it is the prin ci ple of be ing and do ing what God re quires,
in all things ac cord ing to His open laws. We need no dark lanterns ei- 
ther for friend ship or for ed u ca tion. Let all things be done by our
young men openly and with the whole world in view. ‘Thou God
seest me’ is the watch word. In His pres ence and with His lov ing fa- 
vor on our side we need not go mop ing or coax ing about for spe cial
fa vors or spe cial friend ships, ei ther at col lege or else where.

"Amid the many heavy du ties which de volve on me, dear Will,
how of ten have I thought of you as a helper for me in my work for
the souls and bod ies of men! If it should please God to so in flu ence
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your heart as lov ingly and thank fully to de vote your life to His ser- 
vice, it would be the great est hap pi ness which could hap pen to me. I
daily pray for you and ask God that you may grow up into the im age
of our blessed Lord and that you may see your way clear to de vote
your self to the holy min istry; but dear child, do not let my anx i eties
over-per suade you to such a call ing. On the con trary, im prove ev ery
mo ment of time and op por tu nity af forded and con sci en tiously pre- 
pare your self for use ful ness. Do not think of any thing else but the
glory of God in con nec tion with your fu ture life, and bend all your
en er gies in prepa ra tion for it! God will at tend to the rest!

"In com ing from Akron, where the Gen eral Coun cil met, we
stayed over a day at Thiel Col lege, Greenville. The large build ing is
nearly ready for the roof, and looks well, in deed quite im pos ing and
at trac tive. The Board ing Hall will be built early next Sum mer so as to
be ready by Sep tem ber first, 1873. This will be done out of the pro- 
ceeds of the Phillips burg prop erty amount ing to four thou sand dol- 
lars. Things look hope ful for the col lege, nev er the less it is a work of
pa tient toil like all other new un der tak ings. The boys are look ing
forth to the Christ mas re union with great in ter est. We have laid up a
good stock of ap ples, cider and nuts for the chil dren and Mamma will
cer tainly not let them starve! It is amus ing how Mary talks about ‘her
boy’ and thinks and dreams of him.

“God bless you, dear son. Do not for get your daily ex er cise out
doors. It is a lit tle cold, but no dif fer ence. We send you a shawl which
will keep you warm both when you walk out and when you are in the
cars on your home ward way. Please call for it at the Ex press Of fice.
Your mother got your last let ter last night and unites in much love.
We are glad to hear of the So ci ety’s progress. My poor means have
gone to ‘the tombs of the Ca pulets’, or I would aid a lit tle. Let me
also have an oc ca sional line. All the fam ily are well.”

Here is an in ter est ing let ter of April 13, 1885 to his col lege class mate in old
Jef fer son, the Rev. Hugh Brown. It shows how amid his mul ti ply ing cares
and bur dens with age creep ing on and in spite of his cease less ac tiv ity, he
still took of cheer ful view of life, had not for got ten the ameni ties of old at- 
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tach ments, and could still write a chatty let ter of pure friend ship “from
grave to gay, from somber to se vere:”

"Your let ter, dear brother Hugh, brings back a world of thoughts of
dear old Can nons burg and all the deal ings of God with me there. Oh,
what sin ning and suf fer ing, what blind, dark, bro ken and self-right- 
eous ways of un be lief in Christ! I shrink back when I think of them as
I do of my whole spir i tual life, and cast my self anew at the feet of
Christ, hop ing alone in the di vine mercy. All my the ol ogy is re duced
to two heads. First, I am a lost and damned sin ner. Sec ond, Je sus
Christ is the almighty Sav ior of just such sin ners. Here I abide and try
to be lieve this last, to re joice in it, to glo rify God for it and to make
some re turn by His grace for His sav ing mercy. I am deeply grate ful
to my sainted mother, to my old pas tor, to my sec ond pas tor
Dr. Brown, and not less to you and many oth ers whose earnest ef forts
to aid me when at col lege were an in valu able aid to me in the in ex pe- 
ri ence of youth and the mul ti plied temp ta tions of col lege life.

"You felt twenty-five years older, did you not, af ter be ing in Can- 
nons burg and Prov i dence Hall? I do not think I could bear it, and yet
my thoughts con stantly wan der thither, es pe cially in the night vi sions.
I see it all again and live it over and be lieve I am among the old boys!
But how many are dead! Since you were North quite a num ber have
died. Judge Carter of Cincin nati and Wi ley, Esq. of Cleve land! Then,
too, Judge Ould, for merly Dr. Ould, my old room-mate of ‘Tus cu lum
mem ory,’ Ja cob Dall, Billy IMatthias, Paul Gib son, Judge Critchlow
and Dr. Na phys, all dead and scores and hun dreds more! We few re- 
main. Brown, Wen zel, Pat ter son and my self. I know of but few oth- 
ers. Caulter, Con ley, and so many more hav ing long since passed
away! It seems scarcely pos si ble that we can live five years longer
and once more meet and greet each other in Can nons burg!

"I have six sons, one of whom is a min is ter, a bright and de vout
young man of twenty-eight, full of the juices of life and with a heart
sin gu larly merry and glad both by na ture and grace. He aids me in the
Work man and the ed i to rial in this week’s num ber signed ‘Ju nior’ is
from his pen. My mar ried chil dren ‘among them’ have given us
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twelve grand chil dren so that we have our af fec tions spread out over a
large space! But such is life, full of strug gles and bless ing, and in
look ing back to early days I can say with you ’ I am not wor thy of
one of the least of all the bless ings con ferred upon thy ser vant.’

"The fu ture is strangely un known to me. I am as hard at work as if
I were to live for ever and yet I see that the shad ows of the evening
are rapidly gath er ing about me. The new hos pi tal here (Mil wau kee)
has cost ninety-five thou sand dol lars and is forty thou sand in debt. A
large new hos pi tal is nearly ready for oc cu pancy in Chicago, cost ing
with the land forty-five thou sand dol lars and a third is in Jack- 
sonville, Illi nois, be tween Spring field and St. Louis, which needs
pulling down or a com plete re mod el ing. None of these have a cent of
en dow ment or the prospect of any that we know of. It is the same vith
the Or phan In sti tu tion at Zelieno ple and Rochester, Pa., though the
In fir mary at Pitts burgh and the Wart burg Home near New York have
each small sums from lega cies. How all these things are to be cared
for I nei ther know nor am con cerned about. They are all in the hands
of the Lord and He must raise up the men and the means. Mean while,
we work on and pray on and leave all the re sults with God. He must
pro vide!

“Now then, dear old friend, Hugh, may God keep you and your
beloved ones as in the hol low of His hand. Give my greet ings to your
wife and daugh ter and if trial and sor row come upon you let me know
that I may bear with you this greater bur den. The Lord’s peace be
your con so la tion. Amen.”

Here is an other one of those price less let ters of friend ship to the same col- 
lege class mate full of rem i nis cent in ter est, present love and hope that
maketh not ashamed:

"There is no busi ness do ing to day, it be ing a hol i day, and I have
given its hours to the re cep tion of friends and the an swer ing of let ters.
Yours came at noon and I read it with var ied and min gled feel ings. It
brings all the old time mem o ries of the past to my mind and heart.
Yes! those were earnest days to not a few, and amid the ex u ber ance of
an i mal life there was the work ing of the Holy Spirit of God, awak en- 
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ing, quick en ing and alarm ing the care less soul and mak ing us to taste
of ‘the pow ers of the world to come’. In my case, I am painfully con- 
scious of much dark ness and lack of spir i tual life in Christ. In some
way, dur ing all my col lege life, I served God as a ser vant, not as a
child. I failed to re al ize the deep words of Paul: ‘He hath loved me
and died for me’. It was only af ter I en tered the Sem i nary in Get tys- 
burg, from a sense of the ‘ne ces sity laid upon me’, that I came out of
the dark ness of this le gal servi tude into the blessed con scious ness of a
child of God. But when I look back over the long years since then, I
am deeply hu mil i ated that I have loved so lit tle and that my poor life
has been so marred by un be lief, hard ness of heart and sin. My only
com fort in look ing back is to know, that an other, even Je sus Christ,
has died on the cross for these very sins and that ‘by His stripes I am
healed’. Oh, the depth of the di vine mercy to us, the chief of sin ners.

"I am glad to know that you are well and in good heart and hope.
Through the di vine mercy, so am I, but the long sick ness of four
months last win ter has left me greatly bro ken down by men tal and
bod ily ex er tion, both be fore and since that time. If I could only get
away for a few months and rest, but the cares of the seven in sti tu tions
are upon me and debts and labors abound. But I am try ing to throw
some of them on oth ers. I still aid my son in edit ing ev ery num ber of
the Work man, but the re spon si bil ity of see ing the pa per out whether
at home or abroad is taken away. This is a blessed re lief, and my son
seems to find his spe cial hap pi ness in such work. For this, too, I am
very thank ful. He is a whole-hearted gen er ous fel low with whom it is
a plea sure to live and la bor . .

"That Col lege life was a lit tle world in it self, with all its min gled
emo tions of fear, hope, joy, am bi tion and ev ery other thing which
stirred the heart of man. One by one, the old res i den ters have all
passed away, so that go ing there now one would feel sadly like one
who goes back to the place of his youth, and, ask ing for his old
friends, hears only the echo of his own in quir ing voice. Yes! It was
Robert Ould, whom the boys called the doc tor, who was my room- 
mate at Tus cu lum. He was the iden ti cal com mis sioner at Rich mond,
and I cor re sponded with him once in or der to get back some cit i zen
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friends in Cham bers burg who, sup pos ing that our forces were in
Hager stoMn, were taken pris on ers and sent to Sal is burg, N. C. The
Doc tor de manded that I should get some ‘mail car ri ers’ who were in
prison at Wash ing ton, ex changed for these help less be ings, and so
know ing it was use less to write to Stan ton with such con di tions, I
never again an swered his let ter.

"Ja cob Dahl, once called at my house in the city on a visit North.
He was a warm-hearted jovial Penn syl va nia Ger man from Mar tins- 
burg, Va., and ‘loved good beef and a ge nial joke. I think of him of ten
and the very re mem brance of his lov ing spirit makes me smile. At
Tus cu lum the boys used to elect him pres i dent (provider) as of ten as
the law would al low, and most bravely did Ja cob lay in slaugh tered
quar ters of beef and pro vide tur keys for the day of his re tir ing from
of fice. The old frame has long since dis ap peared and noth ing is to be
seen of Tus cu lum but the old log build ing, the lower part of which
con tained our kitchen and the din ing room. Such a lot of demo cratic
look ing stu dents with their patched and quaintly mended coats! Judge
Critchlow, Paul Gib son, Ja cob JDahl, Dr. Na phys, An thony Wen zel,
Wm. Matthias, ’old Scot’, ‘Billy’ Eaton, Moses Black burn, John ston,
Forsythe, and so many oth ers! Nearly all have long since passed
away and the few re main ing ones are look ing to wards sun set. What is
life? It is even as the va por which soon pas seth away!

"It is im pos si ble not to feel deeply on these and other kin dred sub- 
jects, as we read of the many sad changes on ev ery side. Ev ery now
and then it is some old Jef fer son stu dent whose death is chron i cled in
the Ban ner. Its ge nial ed i tor, Pat ter son, is one of the purest and no- 
blest of men, to whose con sis tent ex am ple though not a church mem- 
ber (com mu ni cant) while at col lege, I feel my self greatly in debted. I
shall al ways count it one of the kind est gifts of God to me that He
gave me the con fi dence and com pan ion ship of such a col lege friend. I
greatly re gret that I can -do so lit tle to en joy his com pany though we
live so near each other. In my long ex pe ri ence with men, I have never
known a man of higher and no bler prin ci ples than Pat ter son. God
bless him and spare him to the Church for many long years. I am
sorry to hear of the im paired health of your dear wife. The Lord deal
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gen tly by her and by you in this re gard. And your daugh ter, may her
life be very pre cious in the sight of God and may her pres ence long
be your com fort and joy!

“Shall we ever again meet as a class in the old halls of Jef fer son? I
won der if such a thing shall hap pen? Writ ing as I have thus hastily
done, brings back so many sa cred thoughts that the de sire for such a
meet ing is grow ing very strong in me. Hereto fore I have been so busy
that I could not even think of it and when Pat ter son on meet ing me
would speak of it, I scarcely gave it a se ri ous thought. But now, in
two and a half years, yes, most cer tainly we may well af ford to look
for ward and watch and wait! God grant that we may all be spared to
then meet and greet one an other. But if not in C. through di vine grace
we will in one of our Fa ther’s man sions. There all will be lived over
in the ador ing love and thanks giv ing of heaven. With happy New
Year’s greet ings and kind re gards to your fam ily, I am your much
obliged friend and brother.”

Dr. Pas sa vant dur ing all his ac tive life had been the warm friend, ad vo cate
and pro moter of higher ed u ca tion in the Church. This has come out again
and again in these pages.

One of his last let ters to his old friend, Dr. Mor ris, laments that he had
not done more in this line. In it he says that if he had his life to live over
again, he would la bor more per sis tently for this cause so es sen tial to the
healthy life and progress of the Church.

Here is a sig nif i cant ed i to rial writ ten half a year be fore his death on “A
les son for the Times:”

"If the his tory of the Lutheran Church in Eu rope teaches one les- 
son more dis tinctly than all oth ers, it is that she has gained and main- 
tained her hold upon the na tions, not only by the con fes sion of the
pure faith of Christ, but by the per sis tency with which she has in- 
sisted upon Chris tian ed u ca tion ev ery where. In this pe riod she stands
fore most among the re li gious forces of the Old World, and while her
hum bler classes are the best ed u cated of the Eu ro pean peo ple, the
schol ars of the world crowd her tech ni cal schools and uni ver si ties
and sit at the feet of her in struc tors.
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"The short com ings of the Lutheran Church in Amer ica can be
clearly traced to the fail ure to carry out this pol icy in this New World.
Poor, help less, and with lan guages which build around her early
churches a wall of iso la tion, her de pen dence was al most wholly upon
for eign sources for spir i tual sup ply. Mean while the dry rot of ra tio- 
nal ism in the fa ther land was eat ing into her very life, and a neg a tive
Chris tian ity in lead ing cen ters cut the sinews of ex er tion at home. A
cen tury and a half of in ac tion fol lowed be fore our Church in Amer ica
had a col lege of her own! The same must also be said of ‘a school of
the prophets’. When one af ter an other of these came into be ing, how
in dis tinct their teach ings and how weak the go ings forth of their
whole spir i tual life!

"On the other hand, the fact must not be over looked that it is only
since the ed u ca tional idea has taken hold upon the Lutheran Church
in Amer ica that she has en tered upon a new and higher life. Those
Syn ods which have most fully re al ized the need of Chris tian ed u ca- 
tion have passed from weak ness to strength, from in signif i cance to
spir i tual power. This is true alike of ev ery na tion al ity, Amer i can, Ger- 
man, Swedish, Nor we gian, Dan ish. They have gone forth con quer ing
and to con quer. The wilder ness and the soli tary place have been glad
for them, and the desert has re joiced and blos somed as the rose.
Look ing back to their hum ble be gin nings and around upon the fruit of
their hand, we stand in amaze ment and can only say: ‘What hath God
wrought’. Thou sands of pas tors have gone forth from their schools
and sem i nar ies and ev ery where ‘their works praise them in the gates’.
In in stance af ter in stance a sin gle in di vid ual has been a host, and has
left the im press of his con se crated learn ing upon the Church and the
land.

“It is al most in cred i ble what has been done in our Amer i can
Church within the past ten years. Cer tainly the ed u ca tional idea from
the parochial school to the the o log i cal sem i nary has wit nessed a de- 
vel op ment within this time greater by far than in the fifty pre ced ing
years. This is most in spir ing. But while this ex pan sion has been phe- 
nom e nal, the es tab lish ment of these in sti tu tions upon an ef fec tive fi- 
nan cial ba sis is lamentably de fec tive. Our col leges and sem i nar ies
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need im me di ate en dow ment. They can not do the best ser vice with out
it. State and de nom i na tional col leges and sem i nar ies on ev ery side of- 
fer spe cial at trac tions, and the most hope ful el e ments of our Church
are of ten drawn away from her in flu ence. The Church needs her best
tal ent, her best cul ture, the con se cra tion of her best gifts and graces,
in or der to ac com plish the work which God has given her to do
among the mil lions of her chil dren from the Old World and the ne- 
glected mil lions of our Amer i can peo ple. The ne ces sity of this must
be pressed home upon the con science in the fam ily and con gre ga tion,
in the school and the acad emy, un til the ed u ca tional idea be comes the
ab sorb ing thought and con cern of our peo ple, and Chris tian par ents
and pas tors vie with each other in the no ble ef fort to give our land a
laity and a min istry who can stand up for Christ and if need be die for
Him in the high places of the field!”

Mother Pas sa vant, re mark able woman, good mother, who had so won der- 
fully molded and guided her son and been so ten derly loved and pi ously
revered by him, died in Christ and in peace, in De cem ber, 1871. Here is
Dr. Pas sa vant’s let ter to William, telling him of her end:

"The con tents of this, our first let ter in the new year, will greatly
sur prise and sad den your heart! Our dear grandma is no longer with
us, hav ing fallen asleep in the Lord on last Fri day at eleven o’clock!
Oh, how we dreaded this event for years and in her re peated sick- 
nesses al ways feared the worst. But how sud den at last did the sum- 
mons come and how un pre pared were we for it! On Thurs day af ter
Christ mas she com plained of great weak ness, but came down stairs
and took both din ner and sup per with the fam ily as be fore, but on Fri- 
day morn ing af ter a rest less night and great dif fi culty in breath ing,
she sud denly seemed to sink and af ter the doc tor was sent for he pro- 
nounced the case to be very crit i cal. Un cle Sid ney sent for Aunt Jen- 
nings and for me. Your mother and I at once took the cars for
Rochester and went up to Zelieno ple, but on our ar rival, she had al- 
ready qui etly passed away! It was of the great mercy of God that she
had few pains, and that the drowsi ness pe cu liar to her last dis ease,
pneu mo nia, prob a bly took away all ac tual suf fer ing. But it was a
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heavy blow, to come back to the old home and to find our pre cious
mother no longer there.

"On Sat ur day morn ing Mrs. Jen nings came and on Sun day morn- 
ing Wal ter and Zelia, Philip, wife and two chil dren, Dettmar Ehrman
and Rev. Sid ney Jen nings came up in con veyances from the Home in
Rochester where they had passed the night. It was a sor row ful meet- 
ing of the fam ily, but not for her sake who lay so qui etly and sweetly
be fore us, with an ex pres sion not of pain as be fore, but of deep and
ev er last ing peace. We sor rowed only for our selves that we were now
moth er less, and that we would no longer meet and greet this lov ing
friend as in the other years of our life, and with her re count the good- 
ness of our God. Such a mother, only we, who for more than half a
cen tury have en joyed her love and her law, can at all un der stand,
much less ex press to oth ers in words.

“On Sun day af ter noon, in a dread ful thun der storm, we took the
body of the beloved sleeper in her cof fin to the church and ad dresses
were made in Ger man and in Eng lish by Rev. Messers. Butz and
Kunkel mann to a large con gre ga tion who, not with stand ing the rain
and storm filled ev ery part of the large Ger man church. Rev. Mr. Roth
had also kindly come up and took part in the ser vices, and so we bore
the pre cious dust of our beloved mother to her last rest ing place un til
Christ shall call her forth from her sleep at the morn ing of the res ur- 
rec tion. But to us, she is not dead but liv ing might ily unto God and
also to us. Oh, what a com fort, to know that she loved us and ap pre ci- 
ated our love to her and that her last years were made joy ous even in
the midst of all her suf fer ings by the let ters and vis its of her chil dren
who were dearer to her than life.”

In a let ter to William, he has this to say of his faith ful help meet:

“Dear Mamma has been very busy all last week over at the hos pi- 
tal, and you must ex cuse her. She is do ing a blessed work of un selfish
love and most nobly does she de port her self in ev ery re spect. I will
not say I am proud of her, but I will say that I thank God with pro- 
found love and thank ful ness for such a blessed helper in my work.”
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About 1875 he pur chased the moun tain home in which his widow of up- 
wards of four score years, at this writ ing still de lights to spend her Sum- 
mers. Of this rest ful re treat he writes his for mer fel low stu dent, the
Rev. Mr. Eyster of Crete, Neb.:

“I am a farmer, a tiller of the soil in my old days. Prov i den tially I
was di rected to a re treat in the moun tains above Union town, Pa., last
Sum mer. My health was so much ben e fited that I con cluded to buy
me a cabin and go there with my fam ily dur ing the hot sea son of
Sum mer, Br. Wa ters hav ing his Sol diers’ home there. I was in duced
to find a small farm in the vicin ity, and pur chased it. Part is stony, but
the view is won drous, over look ing a sweep of fine coun try some
twenty or thirty miles in ex tent. My boys are there with Mrs. Pas sa- 
vant, liv ing in the old log cabin, which has been com fort ably fixed up
and is now our moun tain home. It is a great re lief to tired na ture to
get up into the clear at mos phere and sleep un der blan kets, when peo- 
ple are roast ing in the plains be low. But it is a greater con so la tion to
know that one has both em ploy ment and plea sure for the chil dren
dur ing the long Sum mer va ca tion and that the boys come back to
their lessons in Sep tem ber as new men in a new work.”

Dr. Pas sa vant as we have seen could never take an idle va ca tion. He loved
the coun try. He rev eled a few days ev ery Sum mer in his moun tain re treat.
But he al ways had his grip full of let ters to an swer, de mands for ‘copy’ or
mem o randa of let ters to write to all parts of the Church where coun sel or
cau tion seemed to be needed. He counted those Sum mer days, largely spent
in the cabin din ing room at a ta ble lit tered with let ters, as rest days.

But he was al ways con cerned that other weary toil ers should rest. His
moun tain home was an open hos pice. Ev ery weary worker was wel come
there. Here is a sam ple of his con sid er a tion for his tired fel low-worker, pas- 
tor Berke meier, and of his large-hearted hos pi tal ity:

“I know you are ‘aufgerieben’ and how much you need such a trip. Br.
Holls is in the same state. So am I. Now, as Wheel ing is your old home and
church and the Pitts burgh Synod ditto, I beg you to have your son, ‘Brick’
down to New York by the Mon day morn ing train so as to get his in struc- 
tions for the fol low ing week. He must help you as you have of ten helped
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him or dear Brother Schmidthen ner will also most at ten tively look af ter
your du ties twice or three times a day un til your re turn. Do not refuse, but
be at the synod the week af ter next and then visit, col lect and rest for a tew
days on the glo ri ous moun tains. You will lodge in my cabin. Bis mark will
see that no other dogs come near. Dettmar will keep up a large sup ply of
black ber ries, Mrs. Pas sa vant will de light to cook her cab bage and make
‘dou ble deck ers’ of berry pot pie and even poor Phillip will do all in his
power to make you happy. If dear Mrs. Berke meier comes, so be it, none
will be more wel come. Our cabin can be ex tended like an om nibus and
twelve can sit at the ta ble. Mrs. P. will be truly glad to have you and her and
Rev. Holls and my self al to gether in our Pat mos.”

In an ed i to rial on Lutheran col leges, he speaks very highly of Luther
Col lege, Dec o rah, Iowa. Af ter com mend ing its thor ough clas si cal course
and es pe cially its daily in struc tion in the di vine "Word, in Luther’s cat e- 
chism and Church His tory, as well as the at ten tion it gives to Eng lish, he
con cludes:

“If we fol lowed up our im pulse, we would be happy to re fer, in
con clu sion, to the quiet and suc cess ful labors of Pres i dent Lar son and
his as so ciates in the Fac ulty and Board of Trustees in build ing up this
very no ble In sti tu tion. But they nei ther seek nor ac cept the praises of
men, most thank ful to work on in si lence and leav ing all the re sults
with God, to give all the glory to Him.”
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22. Trib ute To Dr. Krauth – Let- 
ters – Jour neys – Re flec tions –

Re proofs – De liv er ances

WE HAVE OF TEN NOTED the warm and in ti mate friend ship that ex- 
isted be tween Dr. Pas sa vant and Dr. Krauth. When the lat ter died, Jan u ary
2, 1883, the Doc tor’s heart was deeply moved. In the Work man he writes:

“In the sore ness of this great be reave ment, and in the lone li ness we have
since felt, we find our selves wholly in com pe tent to ex press what would do
jus tice to his great worth. It must suf fice for the present to say that he was
truly a prince in Is rael. The son of a no ble sire, he grew up in the sanc tity of
a Chris tian home and in the at mos phere and sur round ings of Chris tian nur- 
ture and sanc ti fied learn ing. His per sonal ex pe ri ence, his tory and stud ies led
him through the var i ous schisms, sects, ten den cies and sys tems of re li gion
and phi los o phy in vogue for the last half cen tury; and, in the won der ful
prov i dence of God, in spite of prej u dice, choices and strong af fec tions he
came to the con vic tion that the true so lu tion of the trou bles of Protes tantism
was in the lov ing re cep tion of the Di vine Word as con fessed by the
Lutheran Church. What this po si tion cost, to a na ture, gen er ous, sen si tive
and catholic, it is not pos si ble to ex press. It caused him nights of wak ing
and days of suf fer ing. In the midst of all the go ings forth of life and love, it
for a time left him well-nigh alone. His name was cast out as evil. He lost
the re gard of for mer as so ciates and brethren. He was looked upon as one
who dreamed. Men counted his life a fail ure and his learn ing fool ish ness.
But none of these things moved him. He took no steps back ward. He went
to the Holy Scrip tures with new love for the di vine com mu ni ca tions. How
he grew strong and great, thus alone with God, and pow er ful be fore men in
the de fense of the di vine Word, the whole Church knows; for the in flu ence
of his stud ies and his writ ings has in fused into it a new and di viner life. To
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hu man vi sion it would seem as if his life work was un fin ished; that his vast
learn ing had been scarcely uti lized, and that the prepa ra tions he had made
for a sys tem of Lutheran The ol ogy and for other needed trea tises were now
lit tle more than time and la bor lost. But we can not re gard it so. The li brary
he gath ered, the pleas ant toil of a life time, is yet among us. Out of its ac cu- 
mu lated trea sures will come forth things new and old in God’s time. The
con scious ness of the truth con fessed by the Church he so much loved, and
to awaken which he con trib uted so largely, will grow with the in creas ing
love for the di vine or a cles. The fu ture, with its blessed un fold ings, will yet
re veal his great work, not now vis i ble to the eye of sense; and Je sus Christ,
who is Head over all things to His Church shall have all the praise.”

In an ed i to rial he thus refers to his hopes and fears for the still em bry- 
onic Luther League:

“If all the mu sic is not taken out of me, it is be cause of ‘the mighty
prop of the sus tain ing God,’ and noth ing else. In this I can and do re- 
joice and praise God for His great mercy. Be tween the Work man and
all the other du ties, I have so lit tle spirit left that I can not write as I
would about many things, or give them much thought. That is the
case in re gard to the ef forts of the young men in New York and their
al liance ef forts. I never was ‘hefty’ (as the Yan kees say) about any
out ward unions, though I am not so blind as not to ad mit that mu tual
fel low ship and broth erly com ing to gether will do much good; but my
thoughts have al ways been di rected rather to the unity in the faith,
from the rev er en tial study of the Word, and I have al ways be lieved
that the out ward or ga ni za tion must come from the in ner con scious- 
ness of one ness in the faith, and the re pro duc tion of the life of Christ
in the Church. The union or unity is al ready per fect among those who
ac cept the same faith, not merely ‘the let ter which kil leth, but the
spirit of that faith which giveth life’; so I work on, to try to re move
prej u dice and party spirit against the faith, and am sat is fied to leave
all in the hands of God. Es soil uns dock gelin gen.’”

That he was some times al most over come by the ac cu mu la tions of dif fi cult
tasks, is ev i dent from this, writ ten to Berke meier, May 13, 1885:



577

"Life has been very la bo ri ous since I last saw you. In deed it has
been one con tin ued strain all the time, day and night. These three
thou sand four hun dred and eighty-five week ab sences are all well
enough. But when I get home, to strike a land-slide of let ters on the
track which re quires a month of hard shov el ing and wheel ing to get it
out of the road, and from one hun dred to a hun dred and fifty ap peals
and bills are on my ta ble, and not a dol lar of money, with each new
mail bring ing in ad di tional mat ter, it seems as if the whole hill were
loose and com ing down upon me! But what a mercy, that I yet live
and am spared to go through these labors.

“I was out at Zelieno ple last week and got back Sat ur day night.
‘Was fuer Gedankep!’ How did my thoughts wan der back to the cor- 
ner-stone lay ing in the old oak grove when you were present and
made an ad dress! Oh, what changes since then. Brother Bassler and
Mrs. Got tlieb in their graves; Mr. Dieben dor fer also; our dear brother
Reck also; poor Mr. Schweitzer barth; my par ents like wise, and so
many more! All gone to the trea sure house above! And we yet live
and our pre cious house holds also! Thanks be to God for His un speak- 
able gift. But our poor brother Holls, a wreck and now re signed, and
an other to take his place! Oh, how sad, how un speak ably sad, and
how great the loss to us and to the cause.”

From an ed i to rial on the death of his life-long friend. Dr. E. Green wald, we
take the fol low ing.

"A truer and more beau ti ful type of per sonal Chris tian ity than
Dr. Green wald, it would be dif fi cult to imag ine. Mod est, pure, con sci- 
en tious, em i nently lov ing and sin gu larly guile less, he stood forth be- 
fore all men as a Chris tian man, ‘full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.’
Of mod ern re li gious ness with out re li gion, he knew noth ing. In his
case, en graft ing into Christ in holy bap tism was the be gin ning of that
di vine life which was car ried on by ‘the re new ing of the Holy Spirit’
and made per fect by con stantly grow ing more and more into the like- 
ness of his blessed Lord.

“It was, how ever, as a min is ter of Christ that he ex celled, ‘la bor ing
more abun dantly’ and ‘mak ing full proof of his min istry’ unto the
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very last. Know ing him in ti mately for nearly half a cen tury, we can
say with truth that we never knew any man to whom the preach ing of
the Di vine Word was a greater priv i lege. To preach the un search able
riches of Christ was a source of the purest joy, and not to be able to
preach, the cause of keen est suf fer ing. When in Ohio, for up wards of
a quar ter of a cen tury he went ev ery where preach ing the Word. In pri- 
vate dwellings, barns, school houses, and in the for est sanc tu ary, he
tes ti fied to all of the power and grace of God. He did the same at Eas- 
ton, rid ing be tween ser vices to Free mans burg, build ing a church here
and gath er ing a con gre ga tion of African-Amer i can1 peo ple, and, af ter
a thor ough in struc tion, or ga niz ing them into a Lutheran Church.
What he did in Lan cas ter it is not nec es sary to men tion. His works
praise him in the gates. He stud ied, vis ited and worked sys tem at i- 
cally, and ver ily his labors were not in vain in the Lord. Of their mag- 
ni tude few have any idea. A sin gle fact will an swer for all. When
called home, he had just com pleted a vis i ta tion of his large con gre ga- 
tion, dur ing which five hun dred vis its had been made. In all these he
paid no for mal com pli ments, but from house to house warned ever
man and coun seled ev ery one to seek and serve God. In all his vast
sys tem atic and in ci den tal vis i ta tions there was no pref er ence as to
earthly con di tion, and the poor and rich were alike the ob jects of lov- 
ing so lic i tude. Even where per sons re moved to other places, he fol- 
lowed them with kindly mes sages and by spe cial let ters to res i dent
pas tors, com mended them to their spe cial care and sought their spir i- 
tual wel fare. He could say as but few can do: ‘I am free from the
blood of all men.’”

To his son, William, then in Leip sic, he writes un der date, Feb ru ary 27,
1886:

"Your let ters to us, dear Will, have been a source of great amuse- 
ment, in struc tion and bene dic tion. We re joice with you as only lov ing
par ents can and thank God for His kindly care over you in all your
wan der ings. It seems so true that ‘He lead eth the blind by a way that
they know not.’ When we know but lit tle through the ac tual ex pe ri- 
ence of life, how help less we are. How en tirely de pen dent on God.
We are like Pe ter. We ‘gird our selves.’ As you once said, ‘We rely on
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our met tle.’ But as we grow older in grace, to say noth ing of years,
we find that we are very help less and can do noth ing alone. Even the
met tle, or phys i cal and men tal force, is God’s gift which He gives us
or lends us, and which in a mo ment He can take away. The sad ex pe- 
ri ence of a life time has been nec es sary, to teach me all this and I feel
more than ever the words of Christ: ‘With out me, you can do noth- 
ing.’ Our great ness, there fore, is to con sist in our lit tle ness: our abil- 
ity, in our in abil ity to do any thing, giv ing our selves to God, cast ing
all our bur dens upon Him and fol low ing His guid ance. This is the
only true path way for us. Thus M-e will meet our Lord, walk with
Him, talk with Him, and, as Paul said, ‘be able to do all things
through Christ which strength eneth us.’

"You will want to know what I am do ing here in Chicago. Well,
af ter in nu mer able de lays, hin drances, etc., the in sti tu tion is at last
ready again for pa tients.

“While I write, a sec ond sur gi cal pa tient has been brought in. The
first, a poor Nor we gian woman from Wis con sin. The one now en ter- 
ing is a Ger man young man who pays, from Peo ria. So, dear son, af- 
ter long wait ing and pray ing, hop ing and be liev ing for four teen years
since the great fire in ’72, the new build ing stands on the site of the
first Swedish Church in Chicago. God’s hand is seen so clearly in all,
that He shall have all the praise”

On the oc ca sion of the fifti eth an niver sary of the or di na tion of the
Rev. Dr. C. F. Walther, the Nestor of the Mis souri Synod, Dr. Pas sa vant
wrote this ap pre cia tive ed i to rial:

"Won der ful in deed are the ways of God with His Church on earth.
Among the lit tle group of min is ters who for con science’ sake with- 
drew from the Lutheran State Church of Sax ony up wards of forty-six
years ago, and, join ing their des tiny with Rev. Dr. Stephan, em i grated
with sev eral hun dreds of their peo ple to the west ern world, was
Rev. Pas tor Walther, then a young man. The first re sults were ter ri ble.
One ves sel with all on board dis ap peared and was never heard of
again. Ar riv ing in New Or leans, the cholera was rag ing there; and on
their way to St. Louis, many be came vic tims to its deadly rav ages.
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But worse than ship wreck and pesti lence, Stephan, once a beloved
and Evan gel i cal pas tor in Dres den, on whose min istry thou sands
waited in anx ious con cern, was dis cov ered to have fallen into deadly
sins! To all these came doc tri nal er rors, spir i tual tyran nies and hi er ar- 
chi cal ten den cies, which had eaten as a can cer into the souls of min is- 
ters and peo ple. Stephan was de posed, but the whole colony seemed a
wreck, and out of the depths an ag o niz ing cry went up to God for
mercy. Sin was con fessed be fore the world. Un der the teach ings of
the im mor tal Luther, the truth of Christ was dis cov ered and er ror
aban doned. The shat tered re mains of these smit ten flocks were gath- 
ered to gether, a parochial school was es tab lished, the blessed Word of
God was preached, and out of this hum ble be gin ning largely un der
the in flu ence of this em i nent ser vant of Christ, a synod has since
grown up with nearly one thou sand pas tors and seven hun dred
parochial school teach ers, who la bor in nearly twelve hun dred con- 
gre ga tions, — fig ures not far from those of the Lutheran State Church
of Sax ony!

“It is not too much to say that Ger man Protes tantism in Amer ica is
in debted, un der God, to no one man in the present cen tury more than
to the Rev. Dr. Walther. Leav ing out ev ery thing pe cu liar, which goes
by the name of ‘Mis souri an ism,’ his tes ti mony for fun da men tal Evan- 
gel i cal truth, with its liv ing cen ter, jus ti fi ca tion alone by faith in
Christ, has nowhere been ex ceeded in full ness and strength, while all
that re lates to the rights of the churches, the du ties of the mem ber ship
and the of fice of the min istry have found in him a most able ad vo- 
cate, in the pul pit, the pro fes sor’s chair and the re li gious press. His
labors in all these spheres have been tire less and the re sult won der ful.
No mar vel that on the fifti eth an niver sary of his or di na tion such man- 
i fes ta tion of love and grat i tude should be made by pas tors and peo ple
to one so justly revered. The purse of three thou sand for his own use,
con trib uted by the pas tors, and the en dow ment of a pro fes sor ship by
the churches to bear his name, are only faint ex pres sions of an af fec- 
tion as sin cere as it is de serv ing.”

We have seen the per sonal in ter est and ef fort of Dr. Pas sa vant in his
younger days in be half of the col ored peo ple. His in ter est and sym pa thy re- 
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mained to the end. When the weight and weari ness of old age were upon
him, when the bur dens and labors of his in sti tu tions were grow ing heav ier,
when he had as sumed the re spon si bil ity of the Chicago Sem i nary, he was
qui etly and ef fec tively help ing to start a work among the freed men of North
Car olina which doubt less would have grown to blessed pro por tions if he
had lived and if it had been car ried on in his spirit.

In his younger years, he had learned to know, ap pre ci ate and be friend the
Rev. D. Alexan der Payne. This gifted man of pure African blood had been a
slave of the Rev. Dr. Bach man of Charles ton, S. C. That good man had no- 
ticed the ea ger ness and abil ity of this bright black boy to learn and had en- 
cour aged and as sisted him at home. He had in structed and con firmed him
and had af ter wards sent him to Penn syl va nia Col lege and to the Sem i nary
there. Dr. S. S. Schmucker and the other pro fes sors had as sisted him, and he
grad u ated at both col lege and sem i nary. Mr. Payne was li censed by the
Hartwick Synod and be came a mem ber of that body. But no per ma nent
work was found for him, and when he ap pealed to the au thor i ties at Get tys- 
burg, he was in formed that the Lutheran Church had no field among the col- 
ored peo ple. These men ad vised him to go into the African M. E. Church.
This he did very re luc tantly, but threw his whole soul into the work of lift- 
ing up his brethren. He never for got the in flu ence and in struc tion of his for- 
mer mas ter, Dr. Bach man. He saw that what his peo ple needed above all
else was sim ple, solid in struc tion in the Holy Scrip tures. He was the be gin- 
ner and pro moter of the ed u ca tional sys tem in the body of which he soon
be came a leader and af ter wards a bishop. He be came the founder and
builder of Wilber force Uni ver sity and was in ev ery way the great est and
grand est man in his com mu nion.

Dr. Pas sa vant never lost sight of him and of ten en cour aged him by let ter
and by gift in his ar du ous labors. The Doc tor also knew that, if the Lutheran
Church had known the day of her vis i ta tion, she would have used Mr. Payne
for the open ing of a great field for a great work among the sable sons of
Africa. He knew that, at the time when the promis ing young Payne of fered
his ser vices, the val ley of Vir ginia was full of Lutheran slaves and freed men
whom he could have evan ge lized and or ga nized into Lutheran con gre ga- 
tions. He knew that the Lutheran Church might thus have cul ti vated the
fruit ful field which she left to oth ers; and her record for work among the
Ne groes might have been an added glory in stead of a piti ful apol ogy.
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Dr. Pas sa vant of ten re ferred to these things in his pri vate let ters and ed i- 
to ri als. In the Work man of No vem ber 22, 1888, he speaks thus of these peo- 
ple and of Bishop Payne. He also pub lishes the ap pended let ter from the
aged bishop:

"Like the des ti tute in all lands, these peo ple are the chil dren of our
com mon Fa ther, the ob jects of di vine love, the sub jects of re deem ing
mercy and the heirs with us to an end less ex is tence. What ever we
may do for the hea then abroad, we dare not over look these needy mil- 
lions at home, who have come out of the house of bondage as Is rael
of old, de mor al ized and sorely in need of the up lift ing hand and sav- 
ing mercy of Christ.

“We have spo ken in pre vi ous is sues of the labors of a de vout
young man whom the late Dr. Bach man had en cour aged in his early
strug gles to ac quire an ed u ca tion. More than half a cen tury has
passed since Daniel Payne grad u ated from the Get tys burg Sem i nary.
That mod est youth is now a ven er a ble man, crowned alike with hon- 
ors and with years, and the se nior bishop of a col ored com mu nion of
up wards of three hun dred thou sand mem bers! He has never for got ten
the Church which reached out to him a help ing hand in the dark days
of his fee ble be gin nings and we are glad to have the weight of his
opin ion in re gard to the duty of the Lutheran Church to wards the col- 
ored peo ple in this land. No one is bet ter qual i fied than Bishop Payne
to form a cor rect judg ment on the ques tion whether the Church of the
Ref or ma tion has a mis sion among the freed men also.”We have there- 
fore asked and ob tained his con sent to make pub lic the let ter be low
which was de signed only to be a pri vate one. We ask for it a care ful
pe rusal by all thought ful read ers who, with us, are anx iously in quir- 
ing: ‘Lord, what wouldst Thou have us do?’

Ev er green Cot tage, Wilber force

Nov. 7, 1888. Rev. Dr. W. A. Pas sa vant, Rev. and Dear Brother;
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Your kind re mem brance of May 10 came to hand while I was at tend ing
our con fer ence in the city of In di anapo lis. I was quite sick at the time and
too busy since, hold ing an nual con fer ences and at tend ing to of fi cial du ties,
to write such a let ter as I de sired.

’I have also read your ed i to rial, in re la tion to the col ored peo ple, in the
Work man of May 10 and hope that it may stim u late the Lutheran Church to
fol low the good ex am ple of other de nom i na tions and gather into her fold
some of the mil lions of the col ored race, who are mul ti ply ing in the South
as the stars in the skies and who need all the help which Protes tants can be- 
stow, to res cue them from ig no rance and the vices and crimes re sult ing
there from, as well as from the evil habits and cus toms en gen dered by up- 
wards of two cen turies of ab ject slav ery.

’The A. M. E. Church is do ing what is in her power, to lead the wan der- 
ing mil lions into the bo som of the Church of the Liv ing God. But her deep
poverty ren ders her too fee ble to do more than a tithe of ser vice. Oh, that
the Lord Je sus would move the heart of the Lutheran Church to work
among the col ored peo ple, ac cord ing to her abil ity. Luther ought to be as
widely and in ti mately known down South among the col ored Chris tians as
Calvin, Knox or Wes ley. His anti-popish spirit which al ways stim u lated to
Protes tant ac tiv ity is needed more than ever, now that Rome is mak ing con- 
quests among the freed men.

’Tens of thou sands of col ored peo ple could be led into the bo som of your
de nom i na tion and into the Church of the Liv ing God through her ef forts, if
the right kind of mis sion ar ies were sent to win them for the Sav ior. May our
covenant God bless her for the prepa ra tion she gave me to work in the fer- 
tile field into which his in scrutable prov i dence has man i festly called me.
And with your ad vanc ing age may He be stow upon you in creas ing wis dom
and power to work for Him. Fra ter nally yours,

Daniel Alex. Payne.’ "

To Mr. F. Schack of Wa verly, lowa, who for years had been his in ti mate
friend and gen er ous helper, he writes, Feb ru ary 24, 1889:

"This time I write in be half of a new and, I be lieve, a prov i den tial
work which, not with stand ing years of earnest ap peal by our white
brethren in the South, I ab so lutely de clined to en gage in un less ‘ne- 
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ces sity was laid upon me.’ In the first part of De cem ber, 1888, a
piteous cry for mercy came to me from Rev. W. P. P. of Con cord, N.
C, im plor ing me for the love of Christ to do some thing to arouse our
Church to come to bis aid in teach ing and preach ing among his col- 
ored coun try men. He and the Rev. D. I. K. were strug gling with
poverty and want in preach ing the pure Word of God and both have
large and de pen dent fam i lies. His sole in come was ten cents a week
from each of thirty chil dren in his parochial school, while thirty oth- 
ers from five to forty years of age were so poor that they could pay
lit tle or noth ing. In ad di tion to this, I learned that while he -worked
dur ing the odd hours of the week at such jobs as he could get and
preached to his lit tle flock of thirty-five com mu ni cants on Sun day, he
trav eled by rail to Char lotte and was do ing earnest mis sion ary work
there for the pit tance which the peo ple put into the hat col lec tion.
This was scarcely suf fi cient to pay his ex penses, and once he failed to
get to Char lotte for the want of money. The poor man mod estly asked
for old cloth ing, old shoes and hats, and his sim ple words of en treaty
nearly broke my heart. I at once wrote to the Rev. Mr. C. of C. and
Rev. Mr. B. of C. con cern ing the doc trine, char ac ter and life of these
men and I en close their sat is fac tory an swer. The next step was to send
a lit tle money which had been sent to me, a few weeks be fore, wholly
un so licited, for a mis sion among the freed men. Then I sent five dol- 
lars for a Christ mas treat of cakes and peanuts for his school and sixty
pretty cards, which had been do nated by a friend; next I sent a bar rel
of com fort able cloth ing for the do minie, his mother and broth ers and
sis ters, and also an amus ing va ri ety of tin ware, etc. of some twenty
dif fer ent kinds which were sold to me very cheaply at one of our
stores, to gether with slates, etc., for the chil dren. Then, in the be gin- 
ning of Feb ru ary, I sent a sim i lar bar rel with a new and ex cel lent
cloth suit made to or der for the el der do minie,, with cloth ing, etc., for
the chil dren, and sim i lar sup ply of all man ner of use ful tin ware and
house hold con ve niences. It would have amused you be yond mea sure
to see how these poor ne glected brethren ‘re vived as the corn and the
wine’ un der this lit tle shower of char ity. It is a new life to them and
they now have, as one of them writes, ‘a new will power’ to go for- 
ward teach ing and preach ing in the name of the Lord Je sus.
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"That they may do so with out dis cour age ment of poverty and may
give their whole time to this proper work, I have ar ranged to send
them each twelve dol lars and fifty cents per month. I en close the let- 
ter which ac knowl edges the last re mit tance for Feb ru ary so that you
may know in what a grate ful spirit these poor col ored brethren are
work ing and in what way they re ceive the aid of their brethren. All
but forty dol lars has been paid for the out lays of cloth ing on the two
bar rels al ready sent and their monthly dues are paid in full to March
the first.

“What may be the fu ture is sue of this hum ble be gin ning I can not
pre dict. There are up wards of seven mil lions of col ored peo ple in the
South alone and at the rate they are in creas ing there will be ten mil- 
lions in a few years. Surely the Church of the Ref or ma tion has a work
among those ig no rant and fa nat i cal peo ple, just as it had amid the
cor rup tions of the Ro man Catholic Church in the dark ages. If we
suc ceed, which we can not doubt, it will bring new life to our Amer i- 
can Church. How can we hope for Christ’s pres ence, if we longer ne- 
glect the chil dren of en slaved Africa at our very doors.”

When Dr. Has selquist learned of this work, he wrote:

“Dear Brother: God bless you in your en deavor to do some thing
for the Ne groes. Our Church ought to have done much for that un- 
happy race. But alas, we have slept and are, I fear, sleep ing yet; at
least, sleepy I hope you will, by and by, send us some in for ma tion
about the work in North Car olina.”

In the spring of 1889, the Doc tor took a mis sion ary trip to the Pa cific coast.
We had tried to in ter est him in es tab lish ing a hos pi tal in Fargo, N. Dakota.
He stopped with us and looked at sev eral prop er ties. He doubt less would
have pur chased and un der taken this new en ter prise if he would have been
as sured of two things:

First, could he find the proper head and helpers for such work in this
west ern field?

Sec ond, could he count on the hearty sup port of the Nor we gian and
Swedish Luther ans of the Red River Val ley? As both of these points were
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un cer tain, he con cluded to await fur ther light and en cour age ment.

Af ter preach ing to a Lutheran union mass meet ing of over a thou sand
peo ple in the Fargo rink on the Church’s Duty to the Suf fer ing, he started
from our home in a ter rific storm at two o ‘clock on Mon day morn ing for
He lena, Mon tana. There he stopped for sev eral days, gath ered to gether what
Luther ans he could find and preached to them in the Y. M. C. A. hall. He
be lieved that the time was ripe for an Eng lish Mis sion in He lena and se- 
cured an op tion on a choice lot in the heart of the city. He also pur chased a
large ranch on the out skirts of the city for an Or phans’ farm school and a
Lutheran col lege. Then, with his heart all aflame for the in ter ests of his dear
Church in the new West, he trav eled on to ward the set ting sun. He was
deeply in ter ested in Spokane, Seat tle, Tacoma and Port land. In each of these
cen ters, he wanted not only Eng lish Lutheran churches, but also in sti tu tions
of learn ing and of mercy. He was full of hopes and plans for the fu ture. In
the midst of it all, he re ceived a tele gram that the main build ing of the Or- 
phans’ Farm School at Zelieno ple had again burned to the ground. About
the same time, came the fear ful flood of John stown, Pa. The whole coun try
was deeply stirred with sym pa thy and poured out its bene fac tions for the
suf fer ers of that stricken city. At such a time, the Farm School dis as ter
seemed like a tri fle to the pub lic, and Dr. Pas sa vant found it dif fi cult to get
fi nan cial help to re build. Be fore us are sev eral let ters show ing that his heart
was al most ready to sink. Un der such cir cum stances, new ven tures in the
West could not be con sid ered. Then came the prepa ra tion for the open ing of
the Chicago Sem i nary, with its anx i eties and re spon si bil i ties. And on the
heels of this came one of the sever est and most pro tracted fi nan cial pan ics
this coun try has ever ex pe ri enced. What won der, then, that dur ing the clos- 
ing years of his busy life he could not push his west ern projects into be ing?
But is it not an ad di tional honor to him that, at his time of life and with the
many bur dens al ready upon him, he still planned and prayed and hoped for
the ex pan sion of a liv ing, lov ing and la bor ing Church?

How his plans and pur poses went out into the fu ture for the Church of
his love and the peo ple who need her trea sures and bless ings, is ev i dent
from this ex tract from a let ter to Dr. Mor ris:

“Have bought a farm of one thou sand acres in a lovely lo ca tion
twenty miles east of the city of He lena. No Protes tant Or phan House
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in a State as large as New York, Penn syl va nia and Del a ware. Have
also en tered two hun dred and forty acres for a col lege ad join ing the
or phan farm, and hope to live to see some thing for Christ and the
Church in that mag nif i cent spot. The North ern Pa cific Rail road goes
through the place and there is a sta tion just at hand. Have had this
land for three years, and am car ry ing it with ‘pains and prayers’ to
God, look ing up to the hills for de liv er ance and sal va tion. Say noth- 
ing to any one. But when you can of fer up a ‘Vater Unser’ in its be- 
half, do so in faith! Oh, may this place yet be come as a very gar den
of the Lord!”

But here we must also re fer to a se ri ous weak ness in the good Doc tor, a
weak ness that many of his friends noted and lamented. It caused great sor- 
row and anx i ety to his bright and promis ing son, William, and in deed to all
his fam ily. He him self seemed ut terly un con scious of it and was un able to
re al ize or ad mit it.

We re fer to his habit of try ing to do ev ery thing him self. He was the
power be hind all his in sti tu tions. He was di rec tor, board and man age ment.
He took upon him self the de tails and the drudgery which be long to a com- 
mon clerk ship. He was provider, pur chaser, mar ket-man, col lec tor, con trac- 
tor, book keeper, proof-reader, copy ist, and what not. With all his im mense
cor re spon dence and writ ing, he never had a pri vate sec re tary or a stenog ra- 
pher. Whether he felt that no one could suit him in the thou sand lit tle du ties
that he took upon him self and that wasted his time and strength, or whether
it was a streak of hered ity, or whether what was at first a ne ces sity grew
into a habit that be came a sec ond na ture, we know not. But we know that he
suf fered from this habit and be lieve that it short ened his life.

No one felt this weak ness more keenly than his son William. Be fore us
lies a long, plain tive plea, writ ten from Ger many, in which the son be- 
seeches the fa ther to change his ways, take him into his con fi dence, and
thus make life eas ier for him self. But it was all to no pur pose. Two days be- 
fore his death he was cor rect ing proof-sheets for the next is sue of The
Work man.

When the mod est but gen er ous Mr. Schack, men tioned above, wanted a
Lutheran hos pi tal es tab lished in Wa verly, Iowa, he in vited Dr. Pas sa vant to
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look over the ground and give ad vice. Af ter show ing that it was im pos si ble
to come at that time, the Doc tor writes:

"In re gard to Wa verly as a lo ca tion for a hos pi tal, I am not pre- 
pared to say much. It would do for a sort of re treat, es pe cially for fe- 
male pa tients, if a su pe rior physi cian resided there. But it might bet ter
be the lo ca tion for a Dea coness In sti tu tion of the Iowa Synod, and in
that case there would be no dif fi culty in main tain ing it or ob tain ing
train ing sis ters to ed u cate the young women who would come from
the churches as can di dates for Dea conesses. The Dea coness In sti tu- 
tion at Neuen det tel sau would doubt less be ready to spare a su pe rior
old sis ter to train the pro ba tion ers and with a cou ple of nurs ing sis ters
and one to take charge of the kitchen, it would re quire only a few
weeks to have both the hos pi tal and the train ing house in run ning or- 
der. That is just what the Iowa Synod needs more than any thing else.
Be lieve me, when I say that a good Dea coness In sti tu tion, duly or ga- 
nized and ac tive in send ing out well trained sis ters for hos pi tals, or- 
phans’ homes, parishes and parochial schools, would be an in de scrib- 
able bless ing to the Church in the West.

"In this way, be fore long, a hos pi tal of such Dea conesses could be
es tab lished in Dubuque. A legacy has been left there for such a pur- 
pose and I was ap proached by par ties there some years ago. But I had
to write that in our crip pled con di tion, we had no vo ca tion to go there
or un der take an ad di tional work. In a word: Wa verly may be the very
place for a hos pi tal, but I am cer tain that it would be an ad mirable lo- 
ca tion for a Dea coness Moth er house in con nec tion with it and with
the hos pi tal un der its care. In time, there would go forth from there all
over the land a band of sis ters that would ac com plish in cal cu la ble
good for the Church and for suf fer ing hu man ity. I would yet add that,
as at Neuen det tel sau, other mer ci ful char i ties would grow up around
such an in sti tu tion. The pres ence of the col lege in Wa verly would se- 
cure to such an In sti tu tion the nec es sary in struc tion with out un due
cost; for the pro fes sors would be able to give one or two ad di tional
hours along with their col lege work. In a word, one hand would wash
the other, if some thing of this kind, like a train ing house, were es tab- 
lished by the sis ters in con nec tion with a hos pi tal.
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"My judg ment and ex pe ri ence would lead me to ad vise the or ga ni- 
za tion of a Dea coness In sti tute first, by se cur ing an in cor po ra tion,
hav ing all the mem bers of the cor po ra tion mem bers of Synod; and in- 
stead of hav ing the prop erty do nated to Synod, let it be a sep a rate
cor po ra tion. Take the best lay men and min is ters in the Synod into this
cor po ra tion, so as to give the great est amount of ac tiv ity with the
least pos si ble fric tion.

“The Board of Man agers and in deed all the mem bers, in or der to
avoid par ties in the Synod, should be se lected by the old mem bers of
the cor po ra tion who have had ex pe ri ence in such a work. Par don my
free dom in ad dress ing you as to de tails. What we want in Dea coness
In sti tu tions is to have the lib erty to train and send out sis ters who can
go any where where the Lord needs them to do some thing for Him —
with out the tan gle and worry of ig no rant ‘kra keel ers’ of which ev ery
Synod has its own share. Such an in sti tu tion would be an arm of
strength to the Iowa Synod, which it would be im pos si ble to over es ti- 
mate.”

Here is an other of the free, ex pres sive, open let ters on var i ous phases of
church mat ters, in which he opens his heart to his old friend. Dr. Mor ris:

"You won der, dear Doc tor, that our pa pers, es pe cially our Eng lish
ones, take no no tice of the slurs and sneers of Ohio, Mis souri, etc.,
against the Coun cil. The’ rea son is an ob vi ous one. It is quite use less
to bother about them. _I doubt whether any amount of notic ing on our
part would change the ideas of these queer brethren. They be lieve we
are ‘dodg ing,’ that we are ‘in sin cere,’ that this is that and that is this.
When men act thus, we can only let them say what they please. The
Coun cil has its great work to do and our min is ters think it Hot worth
while to be al ways on the de fense. We have fairly en tered upon the
ed u ca tion and mis sion ary work and the re sult is most in spir ing. So
they may write and fuss to their heart’s de light. — ‘Es geht uns nichis
an,’ as the Ger mans say.

"The death of so many of my old friends here and else where has
made me feel as if the foun da tions of life are weak en ing. I have been
highly fa vored with health but of late years have had un usual calami- 
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ties through aw ful fires and con se quently an un usual strain on body
and mind. The last two years have made me feel quite old. Hap pily
you do not re al ize this, though so much older, and I truly re joice in
the men tal vigor you so richly en joy. But what changes have we not
both seen in our Lutheran Church. Hap pily the late ones are for the
bet ter and, though grow ing old, we can calmly look into the fu ture
with con fi dence and hope. For this we ought to be es pe cially thank- 
ful.

“The sit u a tion in the South is ‘slightly mixed,’ but they do well to
has ten slowly. One of the causes of the trou ble is Ma sonry. This I
learned from var i ous quar ters, hence the racket which C. and some
oth ers are mak ing. God is in the midst of Zion and He will yet rule.
Most of the young men now pre par ing for the min istry are in the Phil- 
a del phia Sem i nary. These young men are tak ing the best places. In
this way time may work im por tant changes. But enough. Re mem ber
me kindly to the ladies.”

Of his own po si tion over against cer tain Syn od i cal di vi sive and dis tract ing
ten den cies, he speaks freely and from an open heart to Dr. Mor ris, in a let ter
dated, Jan u ary 15, 1890:

“As to my not be ing as long or as ‘broad’ as my son, I care not in
the least. Those who were on the bat tle field of West ern Penn syl va nia
and know what rad i cal ism of the low est kind is and what it does, can
not be overly in love with it, whether in Ben Kirby tac tics, or the tac- 
tics of those who are tarred with the same stick. I fought them in the
old Gen eral Synod, as you well know; and you nobly helped me with
the Mis sion ary over against the Ob server. I op posed them in de bate at
York and at Ft. Wayne, have done so ever since and mean to do so in
a Chris tian way till I die. But I have never put a hair in the way of
con ser va tive men of the Gen eral Synod. On the con trary, I have al- 
ways ad vised those writ ing to me for coun sel, to stay where they are
and bear their tes ti mony for the truth and do noth ing to di vide con- 
gre ga tions or to fa vor se ces sion. Only last week I did so in the case of
one who wished to come to us and so I ex pect to do to the end. In the
mat ter of Dr. R’s. at tack on the ‘Com mon Ser vice,’ I con fess I feel no
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small in dig na tion that a mere tyro in litur gies, as his ar ti cle shows,
should write ninety pages of what? To en cour age the use of the ser- 
vice which should be ‘com mon’ to the three lead ing bod ies and thus
pre pare the way in our large towns for a bet ter un der stand ing and the
in gath er ing of our scat tered peo ple? No! But the very re verse of this,
the rais ing of sus pi cions of Ro man ism and Rit u al ism and the dis cour- 
age ment of young min is ters who at tempt the in tro duc tion of the
Liturgy among the peo ple. Dr. G., for ex am ple, has de plored the op- 
po si tion of these men at the con ven tion in Al le gheny, as un do ing all
he tried to do be fore in the im prove ment of his ser vice. The ar ti cle of
R’s will have a sim i lar ef fect ev ery where and its in flu ence will be felt
not only in Adams Co. but in our fu ture min istry over the land.”

Here is a chatty yet weighty let ter to Dr. Mor ris, writ ten in 1892.

"Your let ter of the eigh teenth was duly re ceived and I has ten to re- 
ply. It is so pleas ant to hear, from one within the veil, of what is go ing
on in the Church, that I could wish it more in my power to write to
you about many things and to get cor re spond ing an swers. But you see
my sit u a tion. Alas! that I have so lit tle time to do what the many du- 
ties of each in ter est re quire! But I con sole my self that it is bet ter to
put cer tain ideas into ex e cu tion so that they may be ‘hand grei flich,’
than to sit down and be sat is fied with empty talk and ab stract phi los o- 
phiz ing.

"Dr. Mann’s death makes me feel spe cially sad. His work, like his
life and like ours, was only half a life be cause of a wrong the o log i cal
ed u ca tion out of which, like so many of us poor sin ners, one has to
work his way to the full recog ni tion of the truth, by long and painful
pro cesses. Even now, as poor Dr. Ziegler once said to me, ‘I feel the
re mains of the un-Lutheran Zwinglian sys tem still in me’ and to be
free from that sys tem which we im bibed in early life, in our stu dent
years, is no easy thing. In the Penn syl va nia Synod, the old ‘Schlen- 
drian’ way seems hard to give up. But from what I have since heard
of the de vel op ments of cer tain things in the old Synod, there cer tainly
will be an early change. True, ev ery thing goes and goes slowly, but a
new im pulse has been given the Synod by the dis cov ery that things
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did not run them selves and that they must one and all put their shoul- 
ders to the wheel! God grant that the con scious ness of this may be as
life from the dead!

"How I wish I could have been with you at Nazareth! By all
means, dear Doc tor, write out ‘A Day in Nazareth,’ for the Work man,
while the sub ject is yet fresh in your mind. I vis ited the old place in
com pany with Bishop Reineke years ago and was spe cially ed i fied
with the old White field House, now the seat of their His tor i cal So ci- 
ety, and with the mon u ment in the old ceme tery to ‘Die See
Gemeinde,’ who came to Geor gia in 1742 with John Wes ley. Wes- 
ley’s jour nal on the storm at sea, when ‘the Ger mans calmly sang on,’
was made a great bless ing to me in call ing my mind to the priv i lege
of know ing that we are the chil dren of God by faith in Christ. What
you say of the Mora vians of the present day is only too true. They are
mostly Zwinglians and’ have lost the sim plic ity of the old Mora vian
faith which drew its life from Christ and made a small ac count of
‘sym bols’ and mere out ward signs.

"I feel very sad about the Col lege Board at Get tys burg and its un- 
ac count able ac tion. They mean it ill for the truth, and are ready to
make a con sti tu tion where none ex ists, in or der to keep down and out
the Lutheran faith; but all this will avail them noth ing, so long as
truth is stronger than er ror. Oh, how shame will cover them as with a
gar ment a few years hence, when they see the num ber of stu dents re- 
duced on this ac count and that from their lead ing churches. This is a
dead cer tainty.

“Still the Church is mov ing on ward and there is more to en cour- 
age us than ever be fore, for sixty years! The de vel op ment of the
Church is hin dered only by the want of men and women and the lack
of funds. If we had but ten thou sand dol lars to put into more grounds
and build ings in Chicago, we would be able to ac com plish a great
work. Dr. Wei d ner writes that twenty stu dents are al ready en rolled to
take the Post Grad u ate course and are study ing and read ing la bo ri- 
ously. We think there will be from twenty to twenty-five reg u lars in
at ten dance when the ses sion be gins in Oc to ber. Pray for us, dear Doc- 
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tor, for ver ily the Lord hath need of hun dreds of earnest men in the
West. Kind greet ings to all the fam ily.”

How highly he prized the priv i lege of preach ing, is shown again in a let ter
of Feb ru ary, 1892, to his old friend, W. F. Eyster:

“You speak of preach ing the Word as a ‘priv i lege.’ A most blessed
priv i lege it is, for time and eter nity. When I re signed my church’ in
Pitts burgh in 1855 to look af ter the poor, I was led by the call of a
sin gle lady who used to at tend my church to preach in Rochester, Pa.,
twenty-five miles from Pitts burgh. In two years I had only hear ers
and not a mem ber. Now on the ter ri tory where I la bored alone, we
have four min is ters, with seven Eng lish and Ger man churches, five of
which I had the hap pi ness of or ga niz ing and also of build ing five
churches. That pe riod of my life, liv ing in Pitts burgh and la bor ing on
Sun days among the ne glected, I re gard as among the hap pi est of my
min is te rial life, and shall ever look back and thank God ‘for the day
of small things.’ Those lit tle churches are of ten the sources from
which the Church draws her best min is ters. Such a church we have in
But ler County, Pa., where a few hum ble peo ple were formed into a
con gre ga tion. Six of our lead ing preach ers have gone out from that
one con gre ga tion.”

Here is an other word to Dr. Mor ris which in ci den tally shows how Dr. Pas- 
sa vant’s un os ten ta tious pri vate char i ties were help ing young men into the
min istry:

“Your late ar ti cle about Luther help ing poor young men who were
study ing for the min istry greatly en cour aged me. I have sev eral such
on my string. A friend to day as sumes the sup port of one of them,
pay ing fifty dol lars in ad vance ev ery quar ter. Had we only fifty such
no ble men, I could find fifty wor thy stu dents over the land for our
dif fer ent sem i nar ies. Noth ing pays so well as what we put into ‘brains
and brawn,’ pro vided only that there be true prin ci ple and real piety
at the bot tom. One good man is worth a dozen of in sti tu tions and
char i ties for the whole Church.”
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When a change of char ter was con tem plated at Penn syl va nia Col lege, and
Dr. Mor ris wrote to Dr. Pas sa vant, the lat ter, af ter dis cussing the his tory, the
men and the mea sures of Get tys burg, closes a keen and cut ting let ter thus:

“The Church will de mand an in sti tu tion where her sons will be
rooted and grounded in the first prin ci ples of the gospel of Christ,
among which bap tism is first men tioned. This will be the next is sue,
as that part will never stand. Mark my word. ‘Crit ten den com pro- 
mises,’ like ‘the Mis souri Com pro mise,’ are mere pon toon bridges to
carry men over dif fi cul ties for a time; but the bat tle for ‘the Word of
God not bound’ will surely come sooner or later at Get tys burg as at
Spring field, and some one will be hurt. The Lutheran heart is hon est
and when once en light ened, it will be sat is fied with noth ing but the
Word of the Lord which re maineth for ever. For this let us la bor and
pray, even to our life’s end ing.”

Here is an other chatty let ter to Dr. Mor ris full of ju di cious and juicy re flec- 
tions and char ac ter i za tions of men and move ments:

"Your fa vor came to hand only to day, or rather tonight, and I read
it to the great ed i fi ca tion of the ladies of the house hold who en joyed
it with keen ap pre ci a tion. Even the pleas ant thrusts of your rapier
which seemed to go in be tween the scales, cre ated many a merry
laugh. What you say of a cer tain class, ‘nine miles be hind Read ing,’
is as true as preach ing. Those min is ters were sim ply fos sils and the
Sem i nary in Phil a del phia has done nearly all it has done with out their
aid. As the col ored folks, say, ’ They are of no ac count; ’ or rather,
they were of lit tle ac count, and hap pily most of them, have passed
away into their graves, and God will be their judge! Still, I can speak
of the ‘un der cur rent’ in the Gen eral Synod, for I am in con fi den tial
re la tions and cor re spond with quite a num ber of lead ing men among
them and they have not kept back from me their sor rows and con flicts
on ac count of their own brethren ‘who are ever learn ing’ but do not
come to the knowl edge of the truth. Even in the case of Dr. O., his
pleas ant, out spo ken and ad mirable ed i to ri als are the re sult of the re ac- 
tion pro duced by the flit ting of that man, H.; and what was nec es sary
to en able them to speak boldly, and pub licly to take a de cided po si- 



595

tion in the pa per, was the dis gust pro duced by H.’s brazen false hood,
that he left the Church be cause of its present Ro man iz ing ten den cies.
You will no tice that I speak of this in the last num ber, in con nec tion
with Spring field. I could have said much more, but the praises of the
Work man would have been em bar rass ing to the pro fes sors in the
Sem i nary, and I for bore.

"But whether ‘un der’ or ‘up per’ cur rent, the change is more and
more man i fest day by day and therein I re joice; yea, and I will re- 
joice. This is not a time for crim i na tion, but for hu mil i a tion and
prayer to God for the di vine mercy. With all our boast ing in the pa- 
pers, and our com plain ing on both sides, we have the great est rea sons
for hu mil i a tion. The num ber of our can di dates is not only mis er ably
small, but their char ac ter, in not a few in stances, is not of the kind
that the Church should re joice in. We need not only good ish young
men, but those who, like Luther, Bun yan and Prof. Walther, have
come into the lib erty of God’s dear chil dren out of the very depths of
de spair. Oh, what dry and tame and un evan gel i cal rub bish is not
preached in many of our churches! I fear much of our Eng lish preach- 
ing in the three gen eral bod ies is lack ing in di rect earnest or evan gel i- 
cal teach ing. Else why this mea ger in crease, this lack of con ver sions,
this want of spir i tual power in our min istry and the poverty of its re- 
sults? I could tell many things on this sad sub ject, but ‘hith erto they
have not been able to hear it.’ We are suf fer ing great losses on ac- 
count of this in al most ev ery com mu nity. Still there is a change go ing
on ev ery where for the bet ter. There is much lit tle ness, much jeal ousy,
much evil speak ing, and a great lack of love and faith and heroic
spirit in the pas tors and churches. Come Lord Je sus, come quickly,
and bless Thy peo ple and save Thy her itage!

"Your re marks about the Henkels amused us all very much, and I
think you would be sur prised if you vis ited New mar ket, and saw
those peo ple and noted how they live and la bor. Why they have the
best print ing es tab lish ment in the val ley and even the ladies of
Lutherville got their pa per printed there! In fact, those peo ple are a
mys tery to me. With out a Sem i nary or col lege or high school for so
many years, and with the mis er able anti-sem i nary and anti-mis sion- 
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ary so ci ety im posed upon them by their leader, David Henkel, they
have not only kept alive and work ing, but have done re mark ably well
un der such dis cour ag ing cir cum stances. There was good blood, gen- 
tle blood, in their an ces try and ‘blood will tell, in cat tle and in men.’
Yes! I am truly sorry that I could not go there! It would have been
both in struc tive and ed i fy ing to me.

“Yes, dear and val ued friend, we bless God with you for your re- 
mark able preser va tion and for your con tin ued cheer ful ness and use- 
ful ness. He has done it all! I was sev enty in Oc to ber and you are
eigh teen years my se nior, while ‘your eyes are not dim or your nat u- 
ral fire abate.d.’ May you live many long and pleas ant years, to be the
so lace of your fam ily and the cen ter to wards which its con so la tions
shall flow. I would write more, but have just got a dis patch to go to
Zelieno ple with the early train, to bury an em i nent friend who has
been the kind physi cian of the Or phans’ Farm School for the past
thirty years. His death is a great loss to the com mu nity and to the in- 
sti tu tion! Farewell, with the love of the house hold to you and all
yours.”

Here is a frank and free ex pres sion on the state of the Church and the hope
and prospect of Lutheran union, writ ten only six months be fore his own
death to his bo som friend in the Gen eral Synod, Dr. Mor ris:

"In like man ner I have voted steadily for free con fer ences from the
very or ga ni za tion of the Coun cil, but the Mis souri Synod as well as
the Gen eral Synod have de clined ev ery ef fort on our part to bring
about a bet ter un der stand ing. In like man ner, ed i to ri ally and oth er- 
wise, I have al ways frat er nized with the rapidly grow ing and con ser- 
va tive el e ments in the Gen eral Synod, do ing all I could to show cour- 
tesy to the many no ble men in it who have been led by the study of
the Scrip tures to a recog ni tion of our Church’s faith. I would have
pub lished much more about the won der ful de vel op ments at Spring- 
field and even at Selin’s Grove, to say noth ing of Get tys burg, but the
ju di cious brethren in the Gen eral Synod wrote and said that such no- 
tices in the Work man would only strengthen the rad i cals in the Gen- 
eral Synod in the con vic tion that they would qui etly be led over to the
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Gen eral Coun cil! Hence I kept quiet when I would gladly and thank- 
fully ‘have tal lied out in meet ing’ about many things which from time
to time are a rev e la tion of new faith and life. But to be can did, I have
no heart for union with un Luther ans. With B., S., A. and the whole
tribe of the Evan ge list men, east and west, I am in open con flict.
They freely and shame fully con fess their dis agree ment with cer tain
doc trines of the Con fes sion. They fill their mouths full of all man ner
of stuff against the doc trine of life and the Church. In a word, they are
Def i nite Plat form men in fact; and, if there were any hope for the
adop tion of that wretched rag as their Ban ner, they would flout it to
the breeze. Read the last let ter of B. in the Evan ge list. Read the trial
of the same set in the case of G. and A. We have to do with these sec- 
tar i ans and schis mat ics over our whole Synod. They are sim ply
shame less in their con duct. I do not care to en ter into par tic u lars, ex- 
cept to say that they go into our mis sions and parishes and di vide
wher ever they can. They build chapels of dis af fected mem bers, ’ they
try to steal our churches, go ing into con gre ga tions, once peace ful, and
re hears ing a pack of abom inable false hoods, tak ing into their Synod
on this ter ri tory un wor thy men whom we have ex pelled and wast ing
their money in the es tab lish ment of op po si tion churches.
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◊ The Or phans’ Home, Rochester, PA. Now the Pas sa vant Memo- 
rial Homes for the Care of Epilep tics

“For these schis mat ics I have noth ing but aver sion and dis gust. I
know them thor oughly. They are ‘tarred with the same stick’ as the
men who made the breach at Ft. Wayne, and as for Lutheranism or
the Augs burg Con fes sion, there is not a par ti cle of ei ther in their
blood. They have an other spirit and they hate, abuse, be lie, be tray,
slan der and raise in ju ri ous re ports about the Lutheran el e ment in the
Gen eral Synod, just as they do about us in the Gen eral Coun cil. It is
be cause they hate the faith of their Church and, like Paul, ver ily think
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they are do ing God a ser vice in their course to wards it. As for union
with such men, while they are in such a state, per son ally I want none
of it. My con vic tion has all along been that the Word of God was do- 
ing its quiet and ef fec tual work among min is ters and lay men and that
the con ser va tive men in the Gen eral Synod were do ing an ex cel lent
work, even among the Ish maelites, in mol li fy ing them and work ing
for their en light en ment. They may be able to in flu ence them, but we
can not. At least in most in stances, the pas sion and prej u dices of the
rad i cals are such that, if they can not carry this point in their own
church, they will leave it on the first op por tu nity! So S., two sons, 0.,
K., H., H. R., Mck. and S. and some twenty-six men of a smaller cal- 
iber drifted to their own place. A mul ti tude of oth ers will have to fol- 
low them or there will be no peace in the Church. I am anx ious for
peace, but not a rot ten peace, as they now have in the Pres by te rian
Church where ra tio nal ists like B. and even worse, like young S. of
Cleve land, cheer on the rad i cal el e ments in their churches un til the
silly fools re spond with cheers and stamp ings.”

On the death of Rev. Mr. Schweigert, July 9, 1891, af ter an ap pre cia tive bi- 
o graph i cal sketch, the Doc tor pays him this trib ute:

“The lim its of this im per fect no tice pre vent any ref er ence to the
life long work of the de parted in be half of the sor row ful. He was a
suc corer of many, and a helper of the poor in his dis tress. The widow
and the or phans were spe cial ob jects of ten der sym pa thy and care.
With his ex cel lent wife, the faith ful co-worker with him in ev ery
good work, the streets and lanes of Kit tan ning were trod den by night
and by day dur ing his long res i dence there to re lieve the suf fer ing.
His un af fected sin cer ity was such that no one re fused his calls for aid.
It was said to the writer by an em i nent gen tle man there that no min is- 
ter in Kit tan ning would have more in flu ence than this unas sum ing
ser vant of the Mas ter. And this pro found re spect was seen in the char- 
ac ter and the num ber of the cit i zens who fol lowed his re mains to their
rest ing place in the ceme tery.”

Dr. Pas sa vant could de liver a telling re buke, could drive it home so ef fec- 
tively that it could not be for got ten. Here is an in stance of how he re buked
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me chan i cal le gal ism:

He had a rel a tive who was a Pres by te rian min is ter, a Scotch man of the
old type. Dr. Pas sa vant spent a Sun day with him and oc cu pied his pul pit.
On aris ing in the morn ing the Dr. asked his host for a ra zor. The do minie
was greatly shocked at the idea of shav ing “on the Sab bath,” and ex pressed
dis ap proval. Pas sa vant qui etly told him that he shaved his up per lip ev ery
morn ing, that it was a reg u lar part of his toi let, and pro ceeded with his
work.

At church the Dr. no ticed that the sev eral women of the house were not
present. On re turn ing to the par son age he found an elab o rate feast steam ing
on the ta ble, while the busy Marthas were flushed from the heat of the
cook ing and roast ing. The Dr. was placed at the head of the ta ble and
served, but put none of the juicy roast on his host’s plate. The lat ter re- 
minded him of his omis sion. But the Dr. calmly replied: “You cer tainly
would not eat this roast, pre pared with so much la bor ‘on the Sab bath day.’”
And then he gen tly re minded him of the morn ing in ci dent, and showed how
a bur den of un nec es sary la bor had been per formed, and how, worst of all,
the house and Word of God had been ne glected.

A young woman of his ac quain tance once wrote him a gush ing ac count
of a won der ful “re vival” in her home church. Af ter nar rat ing how this one
and that one of her fam ily and kin had “be come con verted,” “got re li gion,”
and “was blessed,” she con cluded her let ter with some com mon place news.
Among other things she said that “grand mother had again gone to the poor- 
house.” The Doc tor, in telling of this let ter, said: “I tell you, Bro. G., I took
no stock in that re vival; the kind of re li gion that will let grand mother go to
the poor-house, is not the kind that we want our peo ple to get.’”

As he was walk ing down Fifth Ave., Pitts burgh, one day a Pres by te rian
min is ter met him and said: “Oh, Bro. Pas sa vant, you must come with me to
the noon-day prayer-meet ing! We are hav ing the most glo ri ous meet ings!
Come along and en joy them!” The Doc tor smiled and said: “Re ally you
must ex cuse me. I have so many sick Pres by te ri ans at the hos pi tal that it
keeps me busy look ing af ter them.” It was a mer ited re buke to the old est,
strong est, rich est Church in west ern Penn syl va nia which had not a sin gle
hos pi tal nor or phan age in all that re gion. Doubt less the Doc tor would ad- 
min is ter the same re proof to a Mil wau kee Mis souri Lutheran, who might
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in vite him to a doc tri nal con fer ence, while the Pas sa vant hos pi tal was full
of sick Mis souri ans, in all its char ity wards.

Here are a few of the many spe cial prov i dences and won der ful de liv er- 
ances in the Doc tor’s long life of trust. He was averse to pub lish ing re mark- 
able in ci dents which were won der ful an swers to prayer: and, did we know
them all, we doubt less could fill a vol ume with them:

Dur ing the cholera epi demic in Pitts burgh, the Doc tor started to mar ket
one morn ing to buy pro vi sions for break fast, with but a lit tle change in his
pocket. On his way down town, he met an Irish man who asked him where
he could find Pas sa vant’s hos pi tal. The man had sev eral loads of pro vi sions,
sent up from Econ omy.

At an other time, a large note was due which had to be paid in gold, and
specie pay ment had been sus pended. On the day be fore the note was due,
with no prospect of money, the mail brought a check, the ex act amount of
the note, on the Bank of Pitts burgh, the only bank in the city that was pay- 
ing in gold. The check came from an old miser who had been nursed free of
charge, in the In fir mary.

This he re lated him self:

“On Sat ur day evening, on our way to Rochester, the con duc tor of
the train, brought to our no tice the death of a pi ous widow, who,
when dy ing, with many tears had com mit ted her two lit tle boys into
his hands, with the earnest prayer to have them placed in the Home
and Farm School. Af ter as cer tain ing that they were of the proper age
and char ac ter, we cheer fully con sented to re ceive them, and ar ranged
with him for their re moval to the Home. A gen tle man, sit ting near, in- 
quired whether we had money to sup port them; to which we replied
that, when the work was com menced, we thought it nec es sary to have
the money be fore we could re ceive the chil dren; but God taught us
the les son that the chil dren must be taken in, in or der to re ceive the
money; that this was the law of Christ, ’ give and it shall be given
unto you’ and ‘whoso ever re ceiveth one of these lit tle ones in my
name, re ceiveth me,’ and that if Christ were ad mit ted into the In sti tu- 
tion in the per sons of ‘these the least of His dis ci ples’ there could not
be any want. Leav ing the train and pas sen gers a few mo ments af ter- 
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wards, we quite for got the con ver sa tion un til the next morn ing, when
a pack age was handed us by a friend who knew noth ing of this oc cur- 
rence, which con tained five ten dol lar gold pieces! If such co in ci- 
dences had not oc curred a hun dred times in the his tory of these In sti- 
tu tions, we might look upon them as ’ ac ci dents; ’ but hap pen ing, as
they do, in the very mo ment of the great est need, we can re gard them
only as a de light ful proof of the lov ing care and prov i dence of God.”
Here is an other in stance of how God pro vides:

"Just as we were seated this Tues day af ter noon to write for the
Work man, our door-bell rang, and a stranger in tro duced him self as a
for mer pa tient in the Pitts burgh In fir mary. He stated in a few words
that, in the year 1849, shortly af ter his ar rival from Eng land, when a
young man and a stranger, he be came very ill from ex po sure, and
there be ing no ac com mo da tions at the brick-yard where he worked,
he came to the hos pi tal of our Dea conesses and was kindly taken in
and cared for with out money or price. On his re cov ery, he vowed
unto the Lord that if he was blessed with the means, he would make
the best re turn to the In sti tu tion in his power; and now in his old age,
forty -five years af ter wards, he had called to carry out his long-cher- 
ished pur pose.

"We need scarcely say, that we were deeply af fected by this in ter- 
view with one whose face and name we had long since for got ten. We
men tioned that, at our fam ily wor ship this morn ing, be ing in more
than or di nary need, we had sought to cast this bur den upon the Lord,
and to look to Him for re lief. We also stated that much as we needed
money just now, we needed the ser mon more which this act of grate- 
ful recog ni tion preached unto us, and that this thought ful act was a
fresh ev i dence that God had not for saken the im per fect work of our
hands. Ask ing for a pen and ink, he then qui etly filled a check for
three hun dred dol lars and with much emo tion placed it in our hands,
at the same time ex press ing the re gret that the amount was not larger
and that he was glad he had lived to be able to make this re turn,

“This is only one of the many in stances in which our lov ing Fa ther
pro vides for His suf fer ing chil dren. His ways are not our ways nor
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His thoughts our thoughts, and yet in all the many ways in which ‘He
careth for us,’ His prov i dence is so man i fest that the praise and the
honor alone be long to Him. But for our un be lief and lack of con fi- 
dence in God’s prom ises, how would all mer ci ful un der tak ing grow
and flour ish! It is too sad, to see even the good and the zeal ous so of- 
ten ex hibit the spec ta cle of a dis trust in God’s prom ises which leads
to a re sort to the most doubt ful ex pe di ents of a God-dis hon or ing sen- 
sa tion al ism. When shall pro fessed Chris tians in an swer to the ques- 
tion, ‘What must we do that we may work the works of God?’ I be- 
lieve the dec la ra tion of Christ: ‘This is the work of God, that ye be- 
lieve on Him Whom He hath sent.’ When this is done, the whole is
done. Hu man ex pe di ents and doubt ful meth ods are not needed. The
Lord will pro vide!”

Among the men of means and in flu ence whom the Doc tor in ter ested in his
Mil wau kee hos pi tal project was Mr. J. H. Van Dyke. From the day that he
met the Doc tor, he be came his warm per sonal friend and lib eral sup porter.

When the Doc tor was look ing for a suit able site for the hos pi tal, Mr. Van
Dyke told him of the piece of land on which the hos pi tal now stands. He
had his fine span of horses ready to drive the Doc tor out to see it. When
they started Mr. Van Dyke told him that it was about two miles out. The
Doc tor asked him what kind of horses he drove and said that with such a
team four miles might seem like two. The land pleased the Doc tor and the
heirs were called to gether to agree on the price for which they would sell.
The Doc tor was present, lis ten ing to the de lib er a tions, but said not a word.

It was agreed that one thou sand dol lars should be paid down, to close the
sale. The Doc tor had not a dol lar in cash. While the clos ing terms were be- 
ing agreed upon among the heirs, a man came into Mr. Van Dyke’s of fice
where the meet ing was be ing held, and asked for Mr. Pas sa vant. He in tro- 
duced him self as a for mer pa tient of the Pitts burgh In fir mary, told of the
kind treat ment he had re ceived, which he had never for got ten. He in formed
the Doc tor that the Lord had pros pered him in the West and that when he
learned of the pro posed hos pi tal in Mil wau kee, he made up his mind to give
one thou sand dol lars to ward it, and had now brought the check. Mr. Van
Dyke, who is still liv ing, was a wit ness to this in ci dent and gave it to the
writer.
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The Messrs. Van Dyke, Isham, Isely, and Mitchell, pres i dent of the
Chicago, Mil wau kee and St. Paul Rail road, with many other of the ablest
and best cit i zens of Mil wau kee, as sisted in se cur ing the char ter and were
mem bers of the Board of Vis i tors. At a meet ing of the Board, at which
Mr. Mitchell presided, a bill of sev en teen hun dred dol lars was pre sented for
grad ing and paving. As there was no money in the trea sury, the mem bers
present made up the amount and paid the bill. While Mr. Mitchell lived, he
fur nished the Doc tor pas sage over his road and in ad di tion to his gen er ous
and reg u lar sup port of the work, gave thirty thou sand dol lars for a new
build ing. Other good men did equally well in pro por tion to their means.

On one oc ca sion when the funds were low, the Doc tor was out so lic it ing
and as he did not wish to ask his reg u lar sup port ers, he got noth ing at all.
To wards evening, he called on a Ger man who in formed him that his cow
had just died but he was will ing to give the cow’s hal ter. The Doc tor took
the hal ter with sin cere thanks and won dered what he should do with it. The
next day an other Ger man drove in a fine cow, a present to the hos pi tal, and
the hal ter came into good use.

One of the Doc tor’s spe cial gifts was that of vi sion. He had his eye on
ev ery part of the field. He seemed to know in stinc tively what was go ing on
in ev ery quar ter. His grasp of the con di tions in ev ery cor ner of the Church,
whether out on the bound less prairie or off amid the trees of the for est or up
in the strag gling vil lage, or down in the great city, was mar velous. Be fore
those on the ground were aware of it, he de scried the false prophet, the
hireling, or the wolf. He was on the trail of the pros e lyt ing pre tender, the
sneak ing hyp ocrite, the im moral mas quer ader, and af ter ev ery form of re li- 
gious sham or fake or fa nati cism.

1. orig: col ored↩ 
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23. Ed i to rial Life – The Work- 
man – The Chicago Sem i nary –

The Min istry

DR. PAS SA VANT was a born ed i tor. He spent al most fifty years in
ed i to rial work, be gin ning it with his youth ful ef forts while a stu dent, and
end ing it a few days be fore his death.

His knowl edge of the whole Church; of the move ments and ten den cies
in ev ery Synod, na tion al ity and neigh bor hood; of con gre ga tions, their his- 
tory, sta tus and spirit; of min is ters in ev ery place, their an tecedents, char ac- 
ters and aims; — this phe nom e nally rare knowl edge made him eas ily the
chief among the ed i tors of his Church.

From an ed i to rial on the be gin ning of the fourth vol ume of the Lutheran
and Mis sion ary, we take the fol low ing:

“At the loss of a large amount of money, we have ex cluded the ad- 
ver tise ments of medicines, which as a class min is ter to drunk en ness,
and to the rob bing of the purses and the de struc tion of the health of
the un wary in or der to swell the ill-got ten gains of quack ery.”We
have lost some sub scribers, for loy alty to the Union; some, be cause
we have stood firmly to our prin ci ple of fi delity to the truth of the
Bible in re gard to all moral ques tions whether mixed up with po lit i cal
is sues or not. Some have been of fended at our frank ness on the great
ques tions of the Church, and oth ers haVv. been dis posed to find fault
with us for our con vic tions in re gard to the ne ces sity of the The o log i- 
cal Sem i nary at Phil a del phia, which we have be lieved and do yet be- 
lieve to be a nec es sary el e ment in the preser va tion and per pet u a tion
of the pu rity and peace of the Church. But the voices of true and
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stead fast friends have been so many and so strong that we have
hardly been able to hear the re proaches of en e mies. "

In an other is sue Dr. Krauth writes thus:

"Who has the more la bo ri ous life, the ed i tor or the preacher? If we
are to set tle the ques tion by our own ex pe ri ence, we would re ply, the
ed i tor. En ter ing the min istry young, and pur su ing its work steadily, in
po si tions and cir cum stances which gave us an op por tu nity of fairly
test ing its la bo ri ous ness, we think we know pretty well what is its
mea sure of toil. In the min istry we have had at var i ous times en gage- 
ments not di rectly con nected with our pas toral vo ca tion. With very
lit tle orig i nal dis po si tion to write for the press, we have been drawn
in and drawn on, to write a good deal. We had been a con trib u tor to
the Re view and our Church Pam phle teer, have trans lated a large and
some what dif fi cult work from the Ger man, and have edited a Vo cab u- 
lary of Phi los o phy. We did a good deal of work for the Mis sion ary in
its early life as a weekly, and when the quarto Lutheran was started,
we came to be rec og nized as a sort of ed i tor of it, on the strength of
the fact that our lu cubra tions were set up in leads where the ed i to rial
ought to have been. Through out these labors, which men of the quill
will know not to have been light, we have en deav ored to per form the
pul pit and pas toral du ties re quired by large and in tel li gent con gre ga- 
tions. We think we may say that, in all good con science, al though we
took from the hours of rest and of recre ation what ought to have been
given to them, we never took from our peo ple the time which be- 
longed to them. If we did them wrong it was in this way that ex cess
of la bor de prived us of the elas tic ity and fresh ness which we ought to
have brought to our work. Our min istry com menced with our boy- 
hood. Our first ef fort at preach ing was made at the age of sev en teen.
We were li censed at eigh teen, and shortly af ter or ga nized our first
con gre ga tion. At nine teen we were or dained and are now in the
twenty-sec ond year of our min istry. Of these twenty-one years, the
last has been the most la bo ri ous. It is true that we have vol un tar ily, in
some sense, en larged its toils. We preach on more Sun days in the year
than when we were in the pas toral work. The ed i tor is a con ve nience
for brethren when they go to the sea side, the moun tains, and the



607

lakes. Our en gage ments of ten run in ad vance with out a break for
more than a month. Par tic u lar en gage ments reach for ward for sev eral
months. We say, this, in some sense, en larges our toils but not, we
thank God, in ev ery sense. No mat ter how wea ried we may feel on
Sat ur day night we can not be happy on the day of our Lord un less we
are per mit ted to speak for Him. It is a priv i lege to plead for Christ.
We used to envy those who could con stantly hear preach ing and we
re joice now that we can sit be neath the sound of the Gospel more fre- 
quently than we for merly could. But we found here as ev ery where,
that ‘it is more blessed to give than to re ceive.’ Happy is the man who
is al lowed to give his whole heart and soul to the di rect work of the
min istry. He who runs from the min istry into any other work, with out
the clear call of God, is in deed to be pitied.

“While, how ever, edit ing is more la bo ri ous than pas toral work, the
la bor is more di ver si fied. The strain is not so steady on one set of
mus cles. It is said that a horse can go far ther in a day and with less fa- 
tigue over a rolling coun try than over a dead level. Even the spe cial
trou bles of an ed i tor, if he takes them in the right way, help to freshen
him. He gets a larger va ri ety of sen sa tions than the pas tor does and
the dis agree able ones are the sec ond layer in the cameo of his life. No
man can be at once com fort able and true to duty in this life un less he
loves work. With out this love, he will be un happy any where, and
with it, he can learn, even as an ed i tor, to be con tent with his es tate.”

Af ter do ing more or less ed i to rial la bor for up wards of thirty-five years,
there arose a mis un der stand ing with the man age ment of the Lutheran and
Mis sion ary, and for sev eral years the Doc tor did no ed i to rial work. With
many of the most ac tive and ag gres sive men in the Church he was dis sat is- 
fied with the con duct and con tents of cur rent Lutheran pe ri od i cals. Again
and again, he had been urged to start a pa per “like the Mis sion ary.” He
deeply felt the need of a pa per for the com mon peo ple. He was now over
fifty years of age. His in sti tu tions were all grow ing. His as sis tance and
coun sels were more and more widely and fre quently called for. Should he
again take upon him self this heavy bur den? The ques tion with him was not
whether it would be prof itable, or whether it would be easy or not. “Does
God want me to do this, for His glory and for the good of hu man ity?” Af ter
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prayer and earnest con sul ta tion with his most trusted friends, the “Work- 
man” was launched Feb. 17, 1881. Of his mo tives and plans he says in the
first num ber:

"We have no apol ogy to make for the Work man or its ap pear ing at
this time.Some thing of the same char ac ter has been a ne ces sity in the
Church for a quar ter of a cen tury. We re al ized it sen si bly af ter we had
changed the old Mis sion ary from a monthly to a weekly, and in com- 
mon with many pas tors have felt it ever since. Scarcely one in ten of
our Eng lish-speak ing fam i lies takes a church pa per! The sad con se- 
quences are ap par ent in all our Church op er a tions. Ig no rance of her
needs and in dif fer ence to their sup ply are the re sult. How to change
this con di tion of things has been the sub ject of per plex ing thought,
and var i ous plans have been pro posed. As long ago as twelve years,
we com mu ni cated to Rev. Dr. Seiss the plan of such a pa per, at a
price which would be within the reach of all, to in struct our poor and
mid dle classes and bring up the peo ple to the read ing of our more ad- 
vanced week lies. We in formed him of our pur pose no longer to de lay
its pub li ca tion. The idea was re ceived with much fa vor and we were
en cour aged to de fer the ex e cu tion of our plan un til it could be laid be- 
fore the As so ci a tion which owned the Lutheran and Mis sion ary, with
the ex press prom ise of valu able aid. In a few weeks, with out a word
of ex pla na tion the Ex ec u tive Com mit tee adopted both the idea and
our plan and a new pa per ap peared. For rea sons not known it lived
only to die. Since then we have waited in si lence, keep ing back other
at tempts and hop ing for de liv er ance from other quar ters. But the
Church can wait no longer. Ev ery in ter est is suf fer ing. In tel li gent pas- 
tors write and speak to us con tin u ally. The cir cu la tion of our ex cel lent
month lies, the Church Mes sen ger and the For eign Mis sion ary only
in creases the de mand for more read ing of the same and other kinds.
That which can be read in an hour does not sat isfy for a month. So
soon as the an nounce ment of a cheap semi-monthly be came known,
joy ful and lov ing re sponses came in from dif fer ent quar ters. The
pres i dent of the Swedish Au gus tana Synod im me di ately ad dressed a
cir cu lar to the pas tors and churches of that Synod, rec om mend ing the
in tro duc tion of the Work man into all their fam i lies where the young
were no longer ben e fited by their own pe ri od i cals. A num ber of min- 
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is ters or dered from fifty to one hun dred copies for their churches, and
oth ers sent gen er ous con tri bu tions for its free cir cu la tion among dis- 
abled min is ters, mis sion ar ies and pas tors’ wid ows. Oth ers have given
the as sur ance of their hearty aid, af ter hav ing done all in their power
for the cir cu la tion of the monthly and weekly pa pers of the Church.

"The idea of the Work man may be set forth in a few words. It is to
la bor for the re pro duc tion in the Church of the life and works of
Christ. The Church must not only be a wit ness ing Church but also a
work ing Church. If she is not this, her tes ti mony for the truth and her
solemn ser vices are in vain. Only when the Church truly be lieves, is
she in a po si tion to teach, to con fess and to live the life of her blessed
Lord. There fore a heart felt and jus ti fy ing faith in Christ as the Son of
God, will be un ceas ingly set forth as the only fac tor of a true Chris- 
tian life. And be cause of such faith, bring ing with it the for give ness
of sin and the peace of God, the Church must fol low in the foot steps
of her Lord, and out of the depths of her grate ful love do His works.
Hav ing been much for given, she will love much. And to do this, she
must daily sit at His feet and learn of Him.

“The words of Christ in our motto in di cate the works of Christ
which we hope to learn and to teach in our col unms. They also mark
out the sphere of our pa per and de ter mine its char ac ter. Spe cial
promi nence will be given to the life of our Lord in the fam ily and to
His works there in sub jec tion to His par ents and serv ing them by
daily and com mon toil. The works of Christ in His pub lic life, call ing
and qual i fy ing a holy and able min istry, preach ing the Gospel to the
poor and go ing about do ing good, these, in the na ture of things, will
oc cupy a large and prom i nent place in our col umns as the true so lu- 
tion of the great ques tions of the times.”

As was to be ex pected the new pa per met with op po si tion. It was spo ken
against in some quar ters where it should have been wel comed but it met
with hearty wel come from the best men in all parts of the Church. Its tone
and spirit were those of the “dear old Mis sion ary.” It rigidly ex cluded per- 
sonal and par ti san ran cor. It won a large cir cle of able con trib u tors. Its hori- 
zon took in the whole Church re gard less of synod or na tion al ity. While
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loyal to the Con fes sions it re fused to con tend for the faith with car nal
weapon. Per sonal and bit ter polemics were not ad mit ted. It claimed to be a
“Jour nal of Chris tian Ac tiv ity.” Its motto was, “I must work the works of
Him that sent me while it is day.” Only what min is tered to ed i fi ca tion was
ad mit ted, and it won for it self a warm place in thou sands of hearts and
homes in ev ery part of the Church. It be came one of the most pow er ful
agen cies in that won der ful growth, in that de vout and churchly con scious- 
ness, in that deeper love for the Church and her Con fes sions, in that en thu- 
si as tic and ag gres sive mis sion ary spirit, in that gen eral for ward move ment
and that draw ing to gether of the bet ter spir its that char ac ter ized the last two
decades of the nine teenth cen tury.

In Oc to ber, 1887, Dr. Pas sa vant re tired as re spon si ble ed i tor of The
Work man and gave the con duct of the pa per into the hands of his son
William. We quote from the Doc tor’s clos ing ed i to rial:

"With this num ber, the con nec tion of the un der signed as its re- 
spon si ble ed i tor ceases. A num ber of con sid er a tions have led to this
step, prom i nent among which is the ne ces sity, since his ill ness last
win ter, to hus band his re main ing strength in the in ter est of the var i ous
in sti tu tions with which he is con nected, and which, ow ing to their re- 
cent ex ten sion, re quire ad di tional over sight and la bor. The re lief from
the ex act ing du ties of the ed i to rial life will en able him to write more
ef fec tu ally for its col umns, as time and strength may per mit. In this
way the pleas ant in ter course of the past seven years will be con tin ued
with the read ers of The Work man, un der more fa vor able aus pices and
in more in ter est ing and pop u lar forms. Out of the var ied ma te rial, and
his tory of the past, we hope to bring forth both old and new, to in- 
struct and ed ify and quicken to greater earnest ness in the work of
Christ.

"The ex pe ri ence of our re cent ed i to rial life has con vinced us that
the field for Chris tian jour nal ism in our Amer i can Church is a deeply
in ter est ing one and full of prom ise. While in di vid ual or gen eral syn- 
ods can not dis pense with their ac cred ited or gans, there is both need
and room for in de pen dent jour nals. The spirit of can dor is over com- 
ing nar row par ti san ship and a pa per which rec og nizes the good in all
and the progress to wards the truth by all, will find sym pa thiz ing read- 
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ers. Noth ing has so light ened the bur dens of our po si tion and awak- 
ened such hopes for the fu ture, as the pa tron age and ap proval of lead- 
ing and thought ful men in ev ery sec tion and school of our Amer i can
com mu nion. It will be the hap pi ness of the Work man, in the fu ture, as
in the past to wel come to its col umns all things that are ex cel lent and
of good re port, from any quar ter of the Church, ‘for the per fect ing of
the saints, for the work of the min istry, for the ed i fy ing of the body of
Christ.’

“Here after the re spon si ble ed i tor will be the Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant,
Jr. He is no stranger to the read ers of the Work man, but few know
how much of its char ac ter and suc cess has been ow ing to his un ob tru- 
sive but un wea ried labors. There will”be no change of po si tion or
pur pose. It will speak the truth in can dor but in love. It will avoid
petty and per sonal con tro versy. It will not en gage in guer rilla war fare.
It will seek the things which make for pu rity and peace. It will be just
to all and faith ful to all, in all that re lates to the Church and the great
work which God has given her to do. "

Af ter sev eral years of work in which he had shown that he also was a born
ed i tor, William A. Pas sa vant, Jr., was called by the Gen eral Coun cil’s Board
of Home Mis sions to be come its su per in ten dent. So great was the mis sion- 
ary zeal of both the fa ther and the son that af ter mu tual con sul ta tion it was
de cided that the call be ac cepted and that the fa ther again take upon him self
the ed i tor’s bur den.

Dr. Pas sa vant had long been con vinced of the need of a the o log i cal sem- 
i nary in Chicago. He be gan to pray and plan and plead for it away back in
the six ties. When in 1869, the Gen eral Coun cil met in Chicago, he preached
a ser mon in which he pleaded so forcibly for such an in sti tu tion that, at the
same con ven tion. Dr. Krauth was moved to of fer the fol low ing res o lu tions:

"Re solved I. That, in the de lib er ate judg ment of this Coun cil, the
time has come when the wants of the Lutheran pop u la tion in the
West ern States, re quire the es tab lish ment, at some cen tral point, of a
The o log i cal Sem i nary, where the fu ture min istry of our Eng lish, Ger- 
man and Scan di na vian Churches may be ed u cated to gether, in the
unity of the com mon faith, con fessed and main tained by this body.
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“Re solved II. That the Gen eral Coun cil of the Evan gel i cal
Lutheran Church in Amer ica, in the hum ble ac knowl edg ment of its
in abil ity to carry for ward this great and dif fi cult un der tak ing to a suc- 
cess ful is sue by its own res o lu tion and strength; nev er the less, in con- 
fi dent re liance upon Almighty God and His promised grace, does,
now, in the name of Je sus Christ, and alone for His glory, solemnly
re solve to take the nec es sary steps to ward the es tab lish ment of such
an in sti tu tion.”

The Coun cil elected Dr. H. E. Ja cobs as its first pro fes sor. Then, while the
Church waited and hes i tated, came the great Chicago fire. This seemed to
have con sumed all hope of start ing the school. Other dif fi cul ties arose.
Some of the east ern brethren, who did not know the west as Dr. Pas sa vant
did and who could not see so far as he, op posed it. But the Doc tor kept on
pray ing and work ing. Of the ten acres of ground which he had pur chased in
Lake View, two were set aside for the sem i nary. This valu able land was sev- 
eral times of fered to the Gen eral Coun cil for that pur pose. But that body did
not see its way clear to ac cept it. The Gen eral Coun cil fi nally au tho rized the
ap point ment of a Board of Di rec tors, who were to take steps look ing to ward
the open ing of the school. Au gust 6, 1891, the Doc tor wrote an ed i to rial
from which we quote:

“As this In sti tu tion is not a pri vate or a per sonal one, but has from
the be gin ning re ceived the sanc tion of the Gen eral Coun cil, we be- 
speak for it the con fi dence and co-op er a tion of all who are in ter ested
in the fu ture of the Church in the West ern States and Ter ri to ries.
Nearly a quar ter of a cen tury ago, the Gen eral Coun cil de cided that
the time had fully come for the es tab lish ment of such an In sti tu tion
for the train ing of our min istry in the west. The great fire at Chicago
and the need of as sist ing our suf fer ing churches and brethren there,
de layed the work for a sea son and fi nan cial and other causes have
post poned the nec es sary ac tion to the present time. But there dare be
no longer de lay. The time for im me di ate ac tion has fully come. The
east is oc cu pied with its own In sti tu tion but the west, which has re- 
ceived thou sands of her em i grat ing chil dren, must pro vide for their
spir i tual wants. And to do this, the west must have the sym pa thies
and prayers of the whole Church and the co-op er a tion of her far-see- 
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ing and benev o lent men. The late Rev. Dr. Krauth saw, as in a vi sion
of the fu ture, the im por tance of this move ment and nom i nated as its
first pro fes sor Rev. Dr. Ja cobs now of the Phil a del phia Sem i nary. The
doc tri nal ba sis of the west ern sem i nary and the con sti tu tion are the
same as the east ern. There is no an tag o nism and no ri valry be tween
them. The west ern school will sim ply gather up and in struct what the
sem i nary in Phil a del phia can not reach, while those who seek the su- 
pe rior ad van tages of the east ern sem i nary will con tinue to do so. In
this spirit of fra ter nal har mony, the two sem i nar ies will work side by
side, and the re sults, un der God, will in di cate the wise pol icy of the
Church in seek ing to raise up a min istry from the west for the west
with the teem ing mil lions of its il lim itable ter ri tory.”

Again, on Sep tem ber 3, he writes:

"It is scarcely pos si ble for all to see eye to eye, in re gard to the
com mence ment of any move ment. We re call the re marks of some
Con gre ga tion al ists in Mil wau kee twenty-eight years ago, when an ef- 
fort was made to en dow a pro fes sor ship in the In sti tu tion of their
Church in Chicago. The idea of a west ern sem i nary was thought to be
‘ahead of the times.’ It was ob jected, that the stu dents could go east
and study at An dover or Yale. But the sem i nary could not wait un til
all were con vinced of its ne ces sity. It was be gun and for the first six- 
teen years it strug gled hard and pa tiently to prove its right to live.
Twelve years ago the num ber of stu dents was only forty. Last year it
had one hun dred and sixty-seven stu dents. The fac ulty had been in- 
creased from six at that time to four teen at present. Con tri bu tions and
en dow ments have since flowed in, so that it now of fers ad van tages
which Yale and An dover do not pos sess.

"The Mc Cormick (Pres by te rian) Sem i nary, which was com- 
menced a few years later, has an equally large num ber of stu dents,
fully as large as Prince ton. The Bap tist Sem i nary is like wise nu mer- 
ously at tended and so is the Sem i nary of the Methodist Church at
Evan ston, in the vicin ity. Both of these have Ger man and Scan di na- 
vian de part ments, with large num bers of stu dents. The Epis co pal
Sem i nary has a no ble ed i fice, and a good en dow ment, prin ci pally the



614

gift of one wealthy man. The Luther ans are in the rear of all, and, ow- 
ing to causes which it is need less to men tion, were bound hand and
foot to a pol icy of in ac tion.

"But the time which the Gen eral Coun cil de clared had fully come,
up wards of twenty years ago, has cer tainly come at last, and in re- 
liance upon God, the few friends who have car ried this un der tak ing in
their hearts are en cour aged to make a be gin ning. It will prob a bly be
but a very lit tle one, like all cre ations of God in their small be gin- 
nings. It may at tract small at ten tion and for a time, per haps, be the
sub ject of dis parag ing re marks and even of painful cen sure. But no
dif fer ence. God’s way in na ture is, ‘first the blade, then the ear, af ter
that the full corn in the ear.’ God’s way in the Church and in all be- 
gin nings is ‘as a grain of mus tard seed, which is the least of all the
seeds.’ It is only af ter wards that it be cometh a tree, af ford ing rest and
re fresh ment unto many.

"Al ready to kens of in ter est and en cour age ment are com ing in from
the west ern States. A ven er a ble lay man from Nokomis, Ill., has sent
us one thou sand dol lars. An other, whose help ing hand has strength- 
ened many strug gling un der tak ings, af ter vis it ing the site of the sem i- 
nary, has made his of fer ing of two hun dred and fifty dol lars. An other
on the west coast, sends broth erly greet ings and be comes re spon si ble
for the sup port of a wor thy stu dent. Still an other in a dis tant west ern
state makes an un so licited of fer of five hun dred dol lars an nu ally to- 
ward the sup port of a pro fes sor. An Ice landic pas tor is cor re spond ing
in re gard to the re cep tion of two stu dents from Man i toba, in British
North Amer ica. What other good things God may have in store for
this In sti tu tion, we are not con cerned to know. This only is cer tain:
Where God per mits the need, He will cre ate the sup ply. The need, in
all its dis tress ing re al ity, is upon us. Many are faint ing by the way.
But the mer ci ful One hath com pas sion on the mul ti tude, and will
mul ti ply the fee ble re sources at hand.

“In this spirit of im plicit trust in the Lord Je ho vah, the new In sti tu- 
tion hopes to be gin and to go for ward. May noth ing hap pen to de stroy
this prin ci ple of faith! May noth ing of self or sin, of un be lief or of er- 
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ror, en ter in to pre vent the di vine pres ence and the man i fes ta tion of
His power.”

Af ter the Gen eral Coun cil, at its Con ven tion in Pitts burgh, in 1889, had au- 
tho rized its pres i dent in con nec tion with its trea surer and Dr. Pas sa vant, to
ap point a Board of Di rec tors, the fol low ing were se lected: Revs. W. A. Pas- 
sa vant, Sr., W. A. Pas sa vant, Jr., C. Ko erner, H. W. Roth, W. K. Frick, G. H.
Ger berd ing, S. Wa gen hals, H. Merz, and the Messrs. J. A. Bohn, M. L.
Deck, A. J. Det zer.

These brethren, on Sept. 30, 1891, met in the Ger man Chapel, on the
Lake View Hos pi tal grounds. The char ter was read and adopted, and
Dr. Pas sa vant made a le gal trans fer to the Sem i nary of two acres of land,
run ning along “Wave land Av enue from Sheffield Av enue to Clark St. The
Rev. Dr. R. F.”Wei d ner was elected Pro fes sor of Dog mat ics and Ex e ge sis,
and the Rev. Dr. H. W. Roth, Pro fes sor of Prac ti cal The ol ogy and Church
His tory.

On the day fol low ing a lit tle com pany of friends met in the same chapel,
with six young men who were to be come the first stu dents of the Sem i nary.
Af ter a brief ser vice Dr. Pas sa vant de liv ered a short and im pres sive ad dress,
breath ing the yearn ings and the prayers of a quar ter cen tury, and heart felt
grat i tude to God that the long years of wait ing were at last at an end. Ten- 
derly and trust fully he com mit ted the new un der tak ing into the hands of his
Fa ther in heaven and earnestly be spoke for it the spirit of the Mas ter and the
prayers and bene fac tions of its friends. And so the Chicago Sem i nary was
started on its im por tant ca reer.

The fol low ing was af ter ward adopted as its Doc tri nal Ba sis:

“This Sem i nary shall rest on the Di vine Word of the Old and New
Tes ta ment Scrip tures as the ab so lute Rule of Faith, and on the Con- 
fes sions of the Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church set forth in the Book of
Con cord, as in con form ity with that Rule, and all its teach ings shall
be in ac cord with said Rule. No amend ment or change of the doc tri- 
nal ba sis of this Sem i nary as set forth in its Char ter, Ar ti cle 2, shall at
any time be en ter tained or made.”
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It was also en acted that ev ery Pro fes sor, be fore en ter ing on the per for mance
of the du ties of his of fice, shall make the fol low ing af fir ma tion:

"I be lieve that the Canon i cal Books of the Old and New Tes ta- 
ments are given by the in spi ra tion of GOD, and are the per fect and
only Rule of Faith; and I be lieve that the three Gen eral Creeds, the
Apos tles,’ the Nicene and the Athanasian, ex hibit the faith of the
Church Uni ver sal, in ac cor dance with this Rule of Faith.

"I be lieve that the Un al tered Augs burg Con fes sion is, in all its
parts, in har mony with the Rule of Faith, and is a cor rect ex hi bi tion of
doc trine; and I be lieve that the Apol ogy, the two Cat e chisms of
Luther, the Smal cald Ar ti cles, and the For mula of Con cord, are a
faith ful de vel op ment and de fense of the Word of GOD and the Augs- 
burg Con fes sion.

"I solemnly prom ise be fore Almighty GOD that all my teach ings
shall be in con form ity with His Word, and with the afore men tioned
Con fes sions.

“I also solemnly prom ise that I will be gov erned by the laws and
reg u la tions of this Sem i nary, and ful fill all the du ties therein laid
upon me, so long as I re main one of its Pro fes sors.”

The ex act re la tion of the Sem i nary to the Gen eral Coun cil of the Evan gel i- 
cal Lutheran Church in North Amer ica was not fi nally de cided un til at the
meet ing of the Gen eral Coun cil held at Ft. Wayne, Ind., in Oc to ber, 1893.

The com mit tee ap pointed by the Gen eral Coun cil at Buf falo, N. Y., in
1891, to which the whole sub ject of the The o log i cal Sem i nary at Chicago
was re ferred, and which ‘was ex pected to look into the his tory of this In sti- 
tu tion, as well as into the re la tions which the Gen eral Coun cil sus tained to
it, so that it may be in a con di tion to de ter mine what its re la tions to said
Sem i nary are and ought to be,’ made an elab o rate re port, cov er ing the
whole his tory of the Chicago Sem i nary, from its first men tion in the min- 
utes of the Gen eral Coun cil of 1869, to date. . This com pre hen sive re port
closes as fol lows:

The his tory we have given es tab lishes the fol low ing:
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__1. That the Gen eral Coun cil is re spon si ble for the es tab lish ment
of a The o log i cal Sem i nary at Chicago, and has done ev ery thing, ex- 
cept in the way of pe cu niary sup port, to en ti tle that In sti tu tion to he
called the Gen eral Coun ciVs The o log i cal Sem i nary in a sense in
which that ti tle can not he claimed hy any other In sti tu tion.

" 2. That it orig i nally con tem plated an In sti tu tion in which the
min istry for the Eng lish, Ger man and Scan di na vian peo ples should be
trained, and seemed to find it self ex ceed ingly em bar rassed when one
of its most im por tant Syn ods, the Swedish Au gus tana Synod, not
only de clined to co-op er ate with it, but ob jected to its es tab lish ment.

“3. That it was clearly the in ten tion of the Gen eral Coun cil to keep
it self free from all pe cu niary re spon si bil ity, and that the Sem i nary
should look to cer tain of the Syn ods of the Gen eral Coun cil who
might unite in sus tain ing it, for its sup port.”

Af ter a full dis cus sion the Gen eral Coun cil re solved:

"I. That the Gen eral Coun cil here with ex presses its ap pre ci a tion of
the im por tance and de sir ahle ness of the The o log i cal Sem i nary at
Chicago, as well as its con fi dence in the Board of Di rec tors ap pointed
hy this Coun cil, and that it cor dially com mends this young in sti tu tion
to our pas tors and peo ple.

“II. That the Gen eral Coun cil in view of the past, and in con sid er a- 
tion of its re la tions to the Syn ods of which it is com posed, is per- 
suaded that it is not in a con di tion to own and to man age a The o log i- 
cal Sem i nary, and that it will be best for all con cerned if it sus tains
pre cisely the same re la tions to all the The o log i cal Sem i nar ies within
its bounds. Two of them, viz., that of the Au gus tana Synod and the
Phil a del phia Sem i nary, at Mt. Airy, are sus tained and man aged by
cer tain Dis trict Syn ods, and it is the de lib er ate judg ment of the Gen- 
eral Coun cil, that the The o log i cal Sem i nary at Chicago should be
con trolled by cer tain Dis trict Syn ods, ‘unit ing in its sup port.’ For this
rea son the Gen eral Coun cil de clines to act upon the con fir ma tion of
the Pro fes sors, and the ex am i na tion and ap proval of the Con sti tu tion
for its gov ern ment, be liev ing that all this can best be done, in this



618

case, as in oth ers, by the brethren who have taken the mat ter in hand,
and by the Syn ods that may ‘unite in sus tain ing it.’ In tak ing this ac- 
tion the Gen eral Coun cil places all the The o log i cal Sem i nar ies within
its bounds upon an equal foot ing.”

In the Work man of May 24, 1894, we find an ed i to rial on the Chicago Sem- 
mary, the next to the last he ever wrote, giv ing an ac count of the third com- 
mence ment of the Sem i nary, at which the first class was grad u ated. It was at
that com mence ment that the writer of this saw Dr. Pas sa vant for the last
time. The mem bers of the Board of Di rec tors and the pro fes sors had taken
sup per to gether at the home of Dr. Wei d ner. At the ta ble Dr. Pas sa vant had
asked for con tri bu tions to ward buy ing a hand Bible for each of the grad u- 
ates. At the ex er cises in Trin ity church, af ter the grad u ates had re ceived
their diplo mas and while they were still stand ing at the al tar rail, he pre- 
sented the Bibles. In the short ad dress to that lit tle band, the first fruits of
the in sti tu tion so near to his heart for a quar ter of a cen tury, the Doc tor af- 
fec tion ately, earnestly, elo quently pleaded with the young men to preach
noth ing but the truth of the Word, its whole coun sel, its law and its gospel.
He pic tured the beauty and the blessed ness of him who has ex pe ri enced
these truths and is priv i leged to carry them into the homes and hearts of oth- 
ers, pub licly and from house to house.

We can see him still, his face shin ing like the face of the dis ci ple whom
Je sus loved when he pleaded in old age, “Lit tle chil dren, love one an other.”
We had never seen Dr. Pas sa vant so happy as on that evening. Af ter the ex- 
er cises were over, and we were about to bid him good-by, he said. “Come,
brother G., walk up to the hos pi tal with me.” As we walked to gether and he
talked so hope fully and so lov ingly of the fu ture of that young school of the
prophets and of our con nec tion with it, our heart burned within us to wards
the dear old saint and this last child of his life, his love, his la bor.

Lit tle did we reckon that this was to be our last in ter view on earth. The
next num ber of the Work man bore the black lines of mourn ing and told of
his tri umphant death, his fu neral and his go ing to rest be side his mother on
the green hill over look ing his cher ished Or phan Farm School at Zelieno ple.

The ed i to rial above men tioned closes as fol lows:
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"We for bear to ex press all the thoughts which crowd upon us, as
we look back to the clos ing ex er cises of the third year of this Sem i- 
nary. The first is a feel ing of a pro found sor row that nearly a quar ter
of a cen tury passed away be fore this In sti tu tion could be com menced!
Had its be gin ning been pos si ble when it was re solved upon by the
Gen eral Coun cil, what a num ber of trained la bor ers might now be in
the field, and what a mul ti tude of churches might now be in its con- 
stituency! The sec ond is a hu mil i at ing thought that while mil lions
dur ing this time have gone into build ings and en dow ments for the
sem i nar ies of other de nom i na tions, m sev eral of which a princely
pro vi sion has been made for the spe cial pur pose of evan ge liz ing our
Lutheran peo ple, this In sti tu tion is left to strug gle into life and use ful- 
ness, with out any en dow ment and with the in suf fi cient of fer ings of a
hand ful of friends who feel its press ing needs at ev ery step, but are
with out the means to sup ply them! Rome, with its var i ous Eu ro pean
or ders and vast re sources, trans ferred to our shores, and sec tar i an ism
with its un wor thy pro pa ganda, work un ceas ingly at ev ery avail able
place and in ev ery con ceiv able form while the Church of the Ref or- 
ma tion is left to strug gle on bended knees for the per ish able meat of
each new day!

“But it has pleased God to suf fer this so to be. We can, there fore,
only con tinue to la bor on and ‘lift up our eyes unto the hills from
whence cometh our help.’ An hum ble but hope ful be gin ning, how- 
ever, has been made. Thirty-one stu dents were in at ten dance last year.
In ad di tion to these, sixty pas tors be long ing to thir teen dif fer ent syn- 
ods over the land, are pur su ing a post grad u ate course of study un der
the di rec tion and in struc tion of the fac ulty. If it shall please God to
bless this un der tak ing in the fu ture, as He has done in the past, the
Sem i nary will have sev enty-five reg u lar stu dents and one hun dred
twenty post grad u ate stu dents three years hence. But for such an in- 
crease there must not only be ad di tional build ings, but gen er ous of- 
fer ings and sub stan tial en dow ments, and all these only God can give,
by the en larg ing lib er al ity of His peo ple and the con se cra tion to
Christ of the means en trusted to them. For the Holy Spirit, who alone
can work such large ness of view and the grace of Chris tian char ity we
be speak the prayers of the broth er hood.”
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Of the prin ci ples, spirit and aims of that school, so dear to the heart of
Dr. Pas sa vant, we wrote in the Sem i nary Record for April, 1902:

"Our Sem i nary stands, first of all, for a thor ough and sound the o- 
log i cal train ing.

"Who ever will ex am ine the sched ule of sub jects and cour ses
taught here will see that we aim to cover the whole field of The ol ogy
in all of its de part ments.

"The crit i cism is some times made that we of fer too much; that
where so much is at tempted all will be done hastily and su per fi cially.

"Now we freely grant that no one can com pletely mas ter all the
sub jects that we of fer. It is our aim and our claim, how ever, that with
the proper gifts, qual i fi ca tions and me thod i cal ap pli ca tion, the stu dent
can get a gen eral and clear sur vey of each de part ment, mas ter its fun- 
da men tal prin ci ples, know its most im por tant sources and au thor i ties,
be en abled to make fur ther orig i nal and sys tem atic in ves ti ga tion, and
have awak ened in him such love for fur ther knowl edge that he will
keep on push ing his in quiries and re searches as long as he lives. Day
by day we im press it upon our stu dents that their course in the Sem i- 
nary is only the be gin ning of a life long study of The ol ogy.

"As to the sound ness of the The ol ogy taught it has never been se- 
ri ously ques tioned. Our grad u ates have been ex am ined for or di na tion
in a score of syn ods, among them the most rigidly con fes sional in the
land, and there is not a sin gle case of one re fused or di na tion for un- 
sound ness in the faith.

"Our Sem i nary stands, sec ondly, for an en tire sur ren der and con se- 
cra tion to Christ.

"We are not sat is fied with a mere in tel lec tual and schol arly or tho- 
doxy. We be lieve that ev ery doc trine per tain ing to sal va tion must be- 
come an ex pe ri ence. In the alem bic of the in ner spirit it must be come
trans muted into life. It must be come trans formed into the be ing and
per son al ity of him who is to teach it. Only thus does it re ally be come
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his own. Only thus does he be come a true and liv ing teacher of the
truth. The wit ness that the di vine Spirit brings to him in the Word and
in a The ol ogy drawn from that Word must be come a wit ness in him.
Out of a heart moved and melted by pen i tence, soothed and saved by
faith, fer vid and filled with love, he tes ti fies. He is a liv ing wit ness, a
true prophet, an am bas sador who teaches and be seeches in Christ’s
stead, moved and con strained by the love of Christ. Over and over
again, in Chapel ex er cises, in class-room and in pri vate in ter course
the vi tal im por tance of the in ner life and of daily com mu nion with the
Lord is em pha sized. Our Sem i nary does not want to send out a sin gle
min is ter who is not in per sonal and ex per i men tal re la tion ship with
Christ Je sus. We be lieve that our dear Church has suf fered from an
in tel lec tual and phar i saic or tho dox ism. We need and want an or tho- 
dox Pietism, an evan gel i cal mys ti cism, a min istry aflame with the
love of Christ and of souls.

“We know that the Lutheran Church is in her ge nius and his tory a
litur gi cal church. We have a spe cial course on Litur gies. We de sire
that our min istry should un der stand, ap pre ci ate and know how to use
our rich litur gi cal trea sures. But, know ing that the old Adam is a for- 
mal ist, we warn against an over-em pha siz ing of forms. We cau tion
against the ten dency to so-called”litur gi cal en rich ment." We dep re- 
cate all bor row ing from and ap ing af ter non-Luther ans. We dis cour- 
age the in tro duc tion of cus toms that are new and strange in the Eng- 
lish Lutheran Church, which cause of fense, hin der and ham per
growth, pre vent uni for mity and con fuse our peo ple.

"Our Sem i nary, in the third place, makes spe cial ef forts to pre pare
men for the prac ti cal side of the min is ter’s life.

"Ev ery sub ject taught among us is given a prac ti cal turn. The stu- 
dent is re minded again and again that all his learn ing is for use in his
prac ti cal work. He is shown how he is to fit his ex e ge sis and his dog- 
mat ics into the hearts and lives of his peo ple. We do not wish to send
out ei ther preach ing ex egetes or preach ing his to ri ans or preach ing
dog mati cians. But we do de sire to send out safe ex eget i cal, cor rect
and in ter est ing his tor i cal, sound and ed i fy ing doc tri nal preach ers.
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They are to be able to so ex pound the truth of the Word that it will be
help ful to the var i ous classes of hear ers in their ev ery-day temp ta- 
tions, strug gles and sor rows. They are to use their knowl edge of his- 
tory that their hear ers will get from it il lus tra tion, in spi ra tion, hope
and com fort in their mul ti form lives, call ings and ex pe ri ences. They
are to put into such con crete forms, sim ple and at trac tive lan guage
the deep est doc trines of Dog mat ics that their hear ers will see how
these doc trines fit into and give aid and com fort in ev ery phase and
vi cis si tude of daily life. They are to know how to make doc trines de- 
vo tional and eth i cal; how to bring The ol ogy home to ‘men’s busi ness
and bo soms.’ While De mos thenes taught that the three chief req ui- 
sites of good ad dress are ac tion, ac tion, ac tion; while Robert Hall
taught that the three chief req ui sites of good preach ing t-se prepa ra- 
tion, prepa ra tion, prepa ra tion, our Homilet i cal pro fes sor in sists that
not ne glect ing these, the chief req ui sites of ef fec tive preach ing are
ap pli ca tion, ap pli ca tion, ap pli ca tion.

"Thus the prac ti cal side is em pha sized in ev ery part of the stu- 
dent’s course. The young men are not onlj re minded, in nearly ev ery
lec ture, that they must thus uti lize their the o ries, but they are shown
how to do it. No less than five hours a week are given to Homilet ics.
Pas toral The ol ogy is not only taught and freely dis cussed in the class-
room, but ev ery stu dent is urged and di rected to do Sun day school,
stu dent and church work dur ing his stay at the Sem i nary. The pas toral
side of Litur gies is made prom i nent. In Cat e chet ics, not the the ory
alone is taught, but the stu dents are di rected and drilled in Cat e chiz- 
ing. In Evan ge lis tics the his tory, the ory and meth ods of For eign Mis- 
sions are taught and ev ery stu dent is shown how to be a mis sion ary
pas tor in his con gre ga tion and how to en list and in crease the ac tive
in ter est and zeal of the Sun day school, the Luther League, the Con- 
gre ga tion and the in di vid ual mem ber. In Di a con ics the prin ci ples and
prac tice of In ner Mis sions are taught, and as op por tu nity is af forded,
stu dents are made ac quainted with the var i ous phases of the work in
our great city. The hope is that such an in ter est and en thu si asm will
be awak ened that some of our young pas tors will do their per sonal
part in solv ing the prob lems that con front our Church in all our large
cities and that this sadly ne glected work will be taken up and pros e- 
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cuted as it should be. In short, it is our one great aim and hope that
we turn out not only able and earnest the olo gians, but also prac ti cal
and suc cess ful work ers.

"At our two daily chapel ser vices the Matin and Ves per ser vice are
used. The stu dents con duct these ser vices in turn and of fer their own
free prayers.

"In the morn ing our Pres i dent makes a brief ex eget i cal and prac ti- 
cal ad dress. In the evening the of fi ci at ing stu dent gives a brief ex pos- 
i tory and de vo tional ad dress.

"And, fi nally, our Sem i nary stands for a bet ter un der stand ing and
co-op er a tion among our di vided Luther ans.

"Our stu dents rep re sent many na tion al i ties and lan guages. From
half a score to a score of syn ods can be counted among us nearly ev- 
ery year. They come to gether, min gle with each other, get ac quainted
with each other’s ec cle si as ti cal bod ies and their pe cu liar i ties and
learn to re spect each other’s con vic tions. The spirit of har mony and
good will that pre vails among this mixed mass is a sur prise and a de- 
light to all.

“All this will cer tainly have a ten dency to re move sus pi cions, prej- 
u dice and strife in the fu ture. It will play no small part in bring ing
about that bet ter un der stand ing so de voutly longed and prayed for.
We are help ful to all Syn ods who will use our help. We de sire to as- 
sist them over that dif fi cult lan guage bridge which, sooner or later
must be crossed if our dear Church is to have that fu ture to which she
is justly en ti tled. It is a strict rule with us that ev ery stu dent, when he
is ready for work, must of fer his ser vices to that body from which he
comes. On this we al ways in sist. We are pos i tively op posed to all
pros e ly tiz ing. We in sist that our men shall al ways ob serve the re- 
quire ments of fra ter nal and Chris tian comity. We be lieve that this is
the only proper way to has ten the day when our di vided hosts shall
un der stand each other and be drawn to ward each other.”
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Of the im por tance of sup ply ing the ranks of the min istry from the fam i lies
of min is ters Dr. Pas sa vant writes an ed i to rial from which we quote the con- 
clud ing para graphs:

" Of late this thought has led us to ex am ine the cler i cal list of our
Amer i can Church, and we are grat i fied to note the fact that many of
our pas tors are the sons of min is ters. In nu mer ous in stances, one, two
and even three sons have come from a sin gle pas tor’s home. In one
in stance, that of Rev. Pas tor Brauer, of Crete, Illi nois, five sons are in
the min istry and two daugh ters are mar ried to cler gy men. In a num- 
ber of other in stances, our pas tors can look back upon a min is te rial
an ces try of many gen er a tions. The Henkel fam ily is a strik ing il lus- 
tra tion of this. The Schmucker fam ily is an other, and the Scha ef fer is
a third. The les son taught by all these, is a most im por tant one. It is
full of use ful sug ges tion and holy in spi ra tion. Where there is en tire
con se cra tion to Christ, where there is dead ness to the world, where
there is self-sac ri fice and com mand ing re gard for duty, there is a nat- 
u ral home and a train ing place of an un selfish min istry. There, the fa- 
ther rules with Chris tian law and the mother with Chris tian love.
These are the might i est fac tors in the uni verse.

"It is in such an at mos phere that the seeds of good ness and great- 
ness spring up and ma ture into pure and no ble char ac ters. The Church
needs such men above all oth ers. We can not do with out them. They
are in dis pens able to her ex is tence. Her en larged ef fi ciency and use- 
ful ness de pend largely upon them and to this source of sup ply the
Church must there fore look with in creas ing ex pec ta tion.

“Our min istry num bers up wards of four thou sand. If but one
fourth of these will, in due time, send forth from their homes each
one young man, ‘full of faith and of the Holy Ghost,’ and thor oughly
qual i fied for the du ties of the min istry, what a gain to the Church and
the na tion would come from this source alone. While we pray to God
to send la bor ers into His har vest, let us not ne glect the nec es sary
train ing in the fam ily and in the school. Let our prayers, our aims,
and our lives be a liv ing tes ti mony to our faith. Then may we ex pect
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an in crease of min is te rial force, such as our weak faith scarcely
hoped for hith erto.”

Dr. Pas sa vant be lieved that where the proper spirit and life per vades a con- 
gre ga tion, there young men will of fer them selves for the min istry, and that
con gre ga tions that pro duce no min is ters thereby con fess to spir i tual dearth
and poverty. Here is an ed i to rial on Fruit ful Churches:

"It is piti ful that many pas tors and churches have never been in- 
stru men tal in bring ing young men into the min istry. It is sad to know
that there are hun dreds of such churches, some of which are a cen tury
old and yet not a sin gle per son was ever reared in their fold who went
forth to preach the gospel of Christ. This in di cates a state of things
which is ap palling. While the bride groom tar ried, they all slum bered
and slept! It is very ev i dent, how ever, that the fault is not al ways with
the peo ple of the churches. In most in stances the min istry was largely
to blame. They did lit tle to arouse their peo ple or call the at ten tion of
young men to the claims which Christ has upon them. We are glad to
know that there are also many hon or able ex cep tions to such bar ren
fig trees. The Zeit schrift, of Al len town, calls at ten tion to the fact that
the two churches of Boy er town and New Hanover, Pa., of which
Rev. L. Groh is pas tor, in the last twenty years has sent forth the fol- 
low ing min is ters: Rev. Messrs. H. S. Fe g ley, Linville; D. K. Kep ner,
Pottstown; H. N. Fe g ley, Me chan ics burg; J. N. S. Erb, Or wigs burg; J.
S. Erb, Slat ing ton; A. B. Markley, Jon estown; S. E. Ochsen ford,
Selins grove; and Rev. B. G. Welder, pas tor of the Ream stown charge,
Lan cas ter Co., Pa.

"A cor re spon dent of Our Church Pa per like wise refers to the
church at Stras burg, Va., thus: ‘This place has fur nished a re mark able
num ber of min is ters. The names of twenty-five were given me. The
fol low ing Lutheran min is ters were ei ther born or spent their early life
here: Revs. Keil, Hick er son, Dr. T. W. Dosh, and J. L. Si bole, Dr. J.
Schwartz, J. H. Barb, L. G. M. Miller, Swisher, W. G. Camp bell, T. 0.
Keis ter, and can di date Chas. L. Keller.’

"We might men tion sev eral other churches which have an hon or- 
able record in this re spect, such as the church at Fred er ick, Md.,
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which has sent forth some thirty min is ters; the church at Zelieno ple,
Pa., which has sent into the field the Revs. G. Bassler, G. A. Wen zel,
W. A. Pas sa vant, Lewis Hay, and one or more oth ers; the Eng lish
Lutheran Church at Prospect, Pa., from which have gone forth the
Revs. H. W. Roth, D. Luther Roth, Theophilus B. Roth, J. D. Roth,
W. P. Shanor and G. W. Critehlow; and the First Eng lish Lutheran
Church_ of Pitts burgh from whose mem ber ship there have gone out
Revs. M. Schweigert, A. H. Wa ters, F. Richards, James .Q. Wa ters, G.
H. Ger berd ing, W. Siebert and W. A. Pa«ssa vant, Jr. There may be
oth ers which do not oc cur to us, but the ‘apos tolic suc ces sion’ is go- 
ing on, and from most of them oth ers are now in the col lege or sem i- 
nary pre par ing for the ac tive du ties of the min istry.

" ‘There is a lad here,’ in many a church, on whom God has laid a
heavy re spon si bil ity. The mul ti tude can not be fed with out his ‘bar ley
loaves and a few fishes.’ They must be taken by the hand and led to
school as the mother of Luther led him when a lad. They dare not be
over looked be cause they are ‘a lit tle one.’ God works by the agency
of lit tle things that ‘the ex cel lency of the power may be of God and
not of men.’"

Of the kind of boys wanted for the min istry he writes:

"Not ev ery thing in the shape of a boy or man will make a min is ter.
Not scrawny, scro fu lous, dys pep tic and hol low breasted lads, un fit for
the farm, shop and other man ual work, but those who are healthy,
sound and vig or ous, full of all vi tal i ties, should be en cour aged. Not
mo rose, mop ing, hang-dog lads with out mirth and mu sic in their soul,
but bright and cheer ful ones, with open coun te nance, whose face is
sun shine and whose com pany is glad ness. Not soft lings nor idlers nor
im be ciles, nor drones who need to be cod dled and shamed and
scolded to get them moved, but boys and men who have life in them,
the best at work and play in the neigh bor hood, with the men tal force
and bod ily ac tiv i ties which com mand suc cess in life.

"Not cun ning, tricky and ly ing boys, thor oughly hated for their
mean ness and de serv ing to be kicked by their com pan ions. Not
‘smart boys’ who have ev ery kind of sense but with out com mon-
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sense. Not con ceited up starts, to whom the min istry is a ser vice for
self and who hold it in es teem for their own ad mi ra tion. Not dull
souls with out power to com pre hend truth nor men tal force to pro- 
claim it, nor the nat u ral ca pac ity to be come ‘able min is ters of the
New Tes ta ment.’ And lastly, not sor did souls, to whom the ‘priest of- 
fice’ is sim ply an easy way to earn a piece of bread, a trade to make a
liv ing, with the soft nesses and perquisites for good mea sure. All these
classes of men are a with er ing curse to the fair her itage of God.

"The Church should even go back far ther than these man i fes ta- 
tions of un suit able ness. Hunt up the fam ily pedi gree; but pay lit tle re- 
gard to hum ble cir cum stances or poverty. Ti tled rank is of ten only
‘the guinea stamp,’ but birth and rank in God’s king dom are the true
no bil ity. Paul beau ti fully refers to this in her i tance of great ness:
‘When I call to re mem brance the un feigned faith that is in thee,
which dwelt first in thy grand mother Lois and thy mother Eu nice,’
ISIext to God’s grace, this is the true patent of no bil ity. The ap ple
does not fall far from the tree. The faith of holy par ents de scends to
their chil dren. This is a fac tor of great ness and good ness. It de vel ops
a qual ity and ca pac ity of mind found nowhere else. It en dows with
sen si bil ity and af fec tion which con sti tute true mag netism.

“Let the Church, then, in quire for the parent age of her fu ture min- 
istry. Let those who min is ter at her al tars be the off spring of a de vout
and vir tu ous an ces try. Look back along this line as far as can be seen
clearly. Blood tells. There fore let the Church avoid a min istry from a
low-lived and sin-ex hausted race. The taint of im pu rity goes down
through the gen er a tions fol low ing. The tribe of Levi ex ists no longer
in form, but it does in fact. Let our min istry be cho sen from this pure
and vir tu ous an ces try, young men who have been given to God in the
speech less agony of faith as was Samuel, and who, in a pure youth, as
did the Holy One, grow in stature and in crease in fa vor with God and
man.”

The fol low ing an swer to Dr. Mor ris, to a ques tion about re ceiv ing a cer tain
Ger man body into the Gen eral Synod, gives ev i dence of the same knowl- 
edge and zeal al ready no ticed:
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"Away from all my mem o randa, pa pers, etc., I am not in a sit u a- 
tion to write ac cu rately but will do the best I can.

"You know there was a synod or ga nized in Ohio some ten or fif- 
teen years ago called the Augs burg Synod. It was a ‘Mis ge hurt’ of a
num ber of queer char ac ters, among whom was a man named B. of the
West ern dis trict of the Joint Synod of Ohio. Sev eral of the men had
been Re formed; such as, Rev. J. Z. and one P. who had been a vaunt- 
ing new mea sure man and joined the East Ohio Synod of the Gen eral
Synod. On sev eral oc ca sions the mis er able thing seemed ready to die
and yet by some hook or crook, through the man age ment of one H. it
sud denly loomed up and gath ered unto it self all man ner of char ac ters,
bad, worse and, a third class who were, in the judg ment of char ity,
tol er a bly de cent. This H. was orig i nally, I be lieve, a Swiss school-
mas ter, a mem ber of the old Illi nois Synod of the Gen eral Synod.
Then he went off to the Methodists and was a teacher in a Methodist
high school in Mis souri. Then the fel low tried to get into our Synod
and cor re sponded with me but I gave him no en cour age ment. Then he
took charge of a Ger man church in south ern Illi nois and did his ut- 
most to get into the Mis souri Synod, but failed. Then he split the
church and car ried with him a part with which he joined with a num- 
ber of loose min is ters in South west Illi nois and Mis souri and came
over in a body to the B. Synod, form ing a Dis trict Synod of that body
Then the fel low got him self into the pres i den tial chair and the oth ers
re belled and put him out, or he put them out. Then he or ga nized a
new synod at a union church back of Econ omy, Beaver Co., Pa., with
five or six of his kind call ing it ‘The Emanuel Synod.’ Hav ing to
preach only ev ery sec ond Sun day at that place, he for aged around and
gath ered in all man ner of fishes, fresh, foul, and fishy, ev ery one.
Now, whether the Emanuel Synod of which he is or was the head
cen ter is the one which wishes to come into the Gen eral Synod or
whether it is the orig i nal Augs burg Synod of which it is the out spring,
I am not able to say. But both bod ies are so low down that no one has
any re spect for them who re spects ei ther him self or the body to which
he be longs. Drunk ards, lewd men and doubt ful char ac ters are in both.
The Gen eral Synod could not do a worse thing than to load it self
down with such thick clay.



629

"An other wing of the Augs burg Synod ceased to be a Dis trict
Synod and be came the ‘Synod of New York and Canada’! But they
too cap sized in the storm. L. of Utica, a drunk ard, ex pelled from the
Penn syl va nia and the New York Syn ods, was the head man in this
body; but it was too heavy, and sunk to rise no more,

“Such an Er schei n ung in the way of syn od i cal Mis ge hurts never
be fore dis graced our Amer i can Church. The worst, be cause the most
prac ti cal and tire less and dan ger ous man was H. He must have gath- 
ered some thirty or forty of these ex pelled or dis graced or bo gus fel- 
lows to gether and he al ways knew how to de ceive and to be de ceived,
un til split fol lowed split, now on the top of the wave, now un der and
now, when un der I sup pose, he is try ing to hoist up this mis er able col- 
lec tion in or der once more to get a longer lease of life.”

Only a few months be fore his death, Dr. Pas sa vant pub lished his last earnest
warn ing to the Church, in a three-col umn ed i to rial, from which we take this
star tling ar ray of facts:

"As an il lus tra tion of the per sis tence with which these pre tenders
fol low up an op por tu nity to se cure a place, we re call the fol low ing in- 
ci dent. At a con ven tion of the Canada Synod at Sev astopol, On tario,
which we at tended years ago as a del e gate, no less than four such
char ac ters were ap pli cants. The first was a cer tain stu dent named K.
who had been re fused ad mis sion at Thiel Hall and now ap plied to be
sent to Her mans burg, Ger many. The rev e la tion of his char ac ter made
an end to his prospects, but the same man was un for tu nately af ter- 
wards or dained by the Ohio Synod, only to af flict and dis grace sev- 
eral con gre ga tions, and to be ex pelled for drunk en ness. A sec ond was
a poor vic tim of strong drink, but his coun te nance told too plainly the
story of his habits and af ter years of wan der ing and beg gary, he found
a refuge in the almshouse of a Ro man Catholic Monastery. The third
was the no to ri ous Rev. H., once a mem ber in some Methodist body in
Canada, then of an Eng lish Lutheran Synod in Illi nois, then the dis- 
graced pas tor of sev eral of our Eng lish churches in Nova Sco tia, and
then an ap pli cant for a va cant church in the Canada Synod. He had al- 
ready been ad mit ted, but when our name was an nounced, he sud denly
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dis ap peared, though no man pur sued. The next day the pre vi ous ac- 
tion in his case was re pealed, the con gre ga tion no ti fied and duly
warned, and the Synod and church saved fur ther dis grace! Strange as
it may seem, this iden ti cal per son, years af ter wards, was sent by the
Epis co pal Bishop of Pitts burgh, Pa., as a mis sion ary to Greenville,
Pa., not only re or dained, but as sum ing the ti tle of Rev. Dr. The fourth
can di date was a young Is raelite by the name of S. His ex am i na tion
was sus tained, and he was or dained on the call of a con gre ga tion. Un- 
for tu nately, like the fa bled ‘wan der ing Jew,’ he has been on his trav- 
els most of the time since then! Leav ing the Canada Synod, he next
ap peared in the Ger man Synod of Illi nois, con nected with the Gen eral
Synod, some time af ter wards the re nun ci a tion of his for mer faith ap- 
peared in the Luther aner of St. Louis and now we learn from our ex- 
changes that he too has been re or dained and is em ployed in the mis- 
sion ary work of the Epis co pal Church of St. Paul, Min ne sota.

“An other sad il lus tra tion of the same care less ness in the ad mis sion
of men to our Syn ods is the case of Rev. Carl 0., of Green Baj, Wis- 
con sin, This man who had gained no small pub lic ity through the
press as the founder of an Or phan House in that place was af ter wards
ex pelled from the Wis con sin Synod for ly ing. In an evil hour, he too
was re ceived into the Ohio Synod, col lected large money from some
of its churches pro fess edly for the or phans and had to be ex pelled for
valid rea sons. In a short time af ter wards he turned up as a most zeal- 
ous church man, hav ing been re or dained by the Epis co pal Bishop and
filled the Ban ner of the Cross with glow ing ac counts of the won der ful
trend among the Ger mans of the North west to ‘the Church’ and un- 
num bered false hoods against the Lutheran Sect. But this work had no
per ma nency. The so-called con gre ga tions at Oshkosh and else where
which he pre tended to have or ga nized, soon scat tered; the Or phan
Home was sold by him to the Odd Fel lows, and the dis mal fail ure
was only made more ap par ent when the costly pub li ca tion of the
book of Com mon Prayer, trans lated by him into Ger man, re mained
all un called for in Mil wau kee, with none so poor as to do it rev er- 
ence. From a warn ing which has just ap peared in the or gan of the
Wis con sin Synod, we learn that he is try ing to play the same game of
de cep tion in Man is tee, Michi gan, among some loose ma te rial out side
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of the two Ger man Lutheran churches in the city, but the at tempt is
use less. The end is not yet, but it is very nigh.”
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24. The Last Week – Death – Fu- 
neral – Con do lences – Char ac- 

ter Sketch

AND NOW we come to the last sad chap ter. What a beau ti ful, blessed,
be fit ting close! Slowly dy ing for a whole week, yet la bor ing up to the very
last day! La bor ing not for self, but for oth ers. His last ser vice, a ser vice of
sym pa thy and com fort for a bereft con gre ga tion and a heart-bro ken fam ily.
His own fa tal ill ness brought on by ex po sure in ci dent to that la bor of love.
His last ed i to rial breath ing out prayer and sym pa thy for the sor row ing and
call ing in trum pet-tones for more la bor ers to take the place of those fall ing
at their posts. His last dis ap point ment that he could not be present with his
dear or phans and their friends at the an nual fes ti val of the Wart burg. His
last pri vate let ter ask ing his son to take his place at that feast. His last
words, ut tered in the in ter vals of a flick er ing con scious ness, when the light
of earth was fad ing and the light from the other shore dawn ing, words of
con cern for the two east ern syn ods that had just closed. A fit ting close to a
won der ful ca reer! Truly it was the go ing out of a great life.

We can not write the de tails of his last eight days on earth. His son who
so bravely took up the bur dens which the weary saint had laid down, has
writ ten all this. We find it in the is sue of the Work man on which the dy ing
fa ther had wrought.

The man u script of that is sue was be dewed with the tears of the bro ken-
hearted son and its copies started tears and sob bings too deep for ut ter ance
in thou sands of homes over all the land. Here is the Doc tor’s last ed i to rial,
taken from the last is sue of the Work man edited by him:

"A Dou ble Be reave ment.
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"Just as we go to press, the morn ing pa pers bring the dis tress ing
an nounce ment that the Rev. Enoch Smith, pas tor of the Eng lish
Lutheran Church at But ler, Pa., v/as called to his rest on yes ter day,
Tues day the 22, af ter a lin ger ing ill ness. We be lieve he had vis ited his
el dest son, Willard, at Min ne ap o lis and fear that he brought with him
the seeds of that fa tal dis ease which only last week car ried to the
grave that de voted young ser vant of the IMas ter. The de tails of this
pitiable calamity are not given in the spe cial of to day. We can only
unite with the sorely be reaved wife and mother and fam ily, as well as
the con gre ga tion in fer vent sym pa thy and prayer to the mer ci ful Sav- 
ior for sus tain ing grace and sup port in this val ley and shadow of
death.

“The sud den call ing away of fa ther and son from their fam i lies
and their churches to their eter nal re ward is a most earnest call from
on high to our min istry to in creased zeal and watch ful ness in Christ’s
ser vice. ‘What Thou hast to do, do quickly’ is the Mas ter’s voice to
all. Oh, may the Church awake to her mis sion and fill up the va cant
ranks of her min istry! In this time of trial and fears, come Lord Je sus,
come quickly to the suc cor of Thy af flicted her itage and the con so la- 
tion of the dis tressed!”

And here is William’s story of the last week:

"On Fri day, May 25, a raw and blus tery day. Dr. Pas sa vant went to
But ler to at tend the fu neral of the late Rev. Enoch Smith, and to com- 
fort the sorely be reaved fam ily. His voice is de scribed as hav ing its
usual mu si cal clear ness, though at times he was deeply moved dur ing
the sad ser vices. At the grave yard, he stood with un cov ered head dur- 
ing the burial ser vice, hav ing for got ten the skull-cap with which he
usu ally pro tected him self in in clement weather on such oc ca sions.
Re turn ing, he sat near an open win dow of the rail road car, con vers ing
with a friend about the losses that death had lately brought to the
ranks of the min istry, but of ten re mark ing upon the beauty of the
Spring scenery upon the way. He ar rived home in the evening about
eight o’clock.
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"Sat ur day, just be fore din ner, he went down town, stop ping at the
Work man of fice, but re turn ing home at the early hour of three o
‘clock. He com plained to the ser vant of feel ing ill and re tired early to
bed. Sun day was spent in bed, and on Mon day, Sis ter Cather ine from
the hos pi tal called, and was told ’that he was bet ter. About two
o’clock on Mon day he went to town to at tend to son money mat ters at
the First Na tional Bank, but ap peared so weak that a friend helped
him to Kern’s Drug Store, where he could take the street car for his
home. Here the drug gist, Mr. Kern, an old friend, struck with "his
hag gard ap pear ance, said: ’Why, Doc tor, you are ill. Let me send for
Dr. Jones.’ Af ter some protes ta tions, the doc tor was sent for. He, too,
was alarmed, and to the re mark,

‘Doc tor, you must make me well, for I must be in New York on
Wednes day,’ said, ‘Why, Dr. Pas sa vant, you are a very sick man, and
dare not think of leav ing home.’ Af ter soine medicine had been pre- 
pared, he of fered to take him home in his buggj% but to this Dr. Pas- 
sa vant would not lis ten, say ing that he would send for the physi cian
later if it were nec es sary, though he did not think it would be. To sis- 
ter Louisa, who came to the house from the hos pi tal that evening, he
said, he thought he was a lit tle bet ter.

"On Tues day, when Sis ter Louisa came over to the house, she
found him writ ing at Ms study ta ble, but very weak. His voice could
scarcely be heard above a whis per. He went down stairs to his meals
but showed very lit tle ap petite. As yet he had not sent for the doc tor,
nor thought the mat ter of suf fi cient se ri ous ness to re call his wife from
the moun tains, whither she had gone ten days be fore. What he wrote
that day, pos si bly the last let ter from his pen was:

’Tues day noon.

’Dear Son,

"In some way or other I took a dread ful cold on re turn ing from the
fu neral at But ler. Since Sat ur day I have been in no small mis ery. Had
to send for Dr. Jones and he promptly put a stop to the idea of my go- 
ing to the Wart burg. It is a sore dis ap point ment to me, and a lesser
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one to the saints there, but what can a man do when he can’t carry out
his wishes and plans? I am some what bet ter, but am very weak, and
have no ap petite. Some one must have opened the win dow in the car,
and the draft came on me with all its force when thus heated By the
crowd in the cars. The feel ing which I have is not an en vi able one,
but I must sub mit as best I can, and ask God for His re cov er ing grace.
If you are at the Wart burg, you will kindly take my place. As ever,
yours in Christ,

W. A. Pas sa vant.’

"On Wednes day, Sis ter Louisa came over and found him try ing
fee bly to work at his study ta ble, which was lit tered with unan swered
let ters and the proofs which he was read ing for the first side of this
num ber of the Work man. The pages one-thirty, one-thirty-one, one-
thirty-four, one-thirty-five, and al ter nate pages, his fail ing hand was
busy with only four days be fore the end. Sis ter Cather ine, un easy at
the pal lor of his face and the ex treme lan guor of all his move ments,
called upon the doc tor, who came and pre scribed that evening. A hot
foot bath and the ap pli ca tion of a plas ter seemed to bring a lit tle re- 
lief. It was nearly eleven o’clock when Sis ter Louisa left the house.

"Thurs day at seven o’clock, Sis ter Cather ine found him al ready at
break fast. The doc tor also came in the morn ing, but when Mrs. Pas sa- 
vant, who had has tened to his side at the first in ti ma tion of his ill ness,
ar rived at six o’clock in the evening, he was ex ces sively weak. The
doc tor vis ited him again late that evening.

"On Fri day he in sisted that he had so much to do in the study that
it was im pos si ble to per suade him to re main in bed. Three times dur- 
ing the day he dragged him self down to the din ing room, say ing as he
was helped down to sup per, ‘Who would have sup posed that I could
have be come so weak?’ In the evening his breath ing was very heavy,
and he said to Mrs. Pas sa vant, _My dear wife, I don’t think I am ever
go ing to get well.’ On Sat ur day he in sisted that he was able to go
down to break fast and when he com plained that his study chair some- 
how did not feel com fort able, he was helped into a sick-room chair,
and there opened and read his mail. Very slowly and fee bly he tot- 
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tered down stairs to din ner, but there the iron will gave way, and he
was al most car ried to bed. He grew worse so rapidly that his son Sid- 
ney tele graphed the ab sent mem bers of the fam ily. He coughed a
great deal in the early evening and was very rest less. But to the doc- 
tor’s ques tion whether he had any pain, he replied: ‘No, no, doc tor,’

’My will ing soul would stay

In such a frame as this,

And sit and sing it self away

To ev er last ing bliss. ’

"To his son’s anx ious in quiry, he mur mured, ‘No pain, no pain, but
I want rest, I want rest.’ But at two o’clock Sun day morn ing, af ter re- 
mark ing, ‘I’ve been ed i to ri al iz ing and get ting ev ery thing mixed,’ he
seemed to grow more calm and fell into a peace ful sleep, though
breath ing very heav ily.

"On Sun day morn ing his son Harry ar rived from Phil a del phia and
was greeted with lov ing words of wel come. His son, William, soon
af ter ar rived from Buf falo, where he had been at the meet ing of the
New York Min is terium. Af ter the first word of recog ni tion, he said:
‘And did they elect young Haas for pres i dent of the Synod again?’
And be ing as sured that they had, he added. ‘That is good.’ His mind
wan dered, but again he aroused him self to say: ‘Well, the brethren
have been hav ing a great time at the Mother Synod.’ This was all, for
his lungs, con gested with the fa tal dis ease, made breath ing painful to
hear, and for his talk ing im pos si ble. The long Sun day wore away, an- 
other physi cian, who had been called to con sult over the case, co in- 
cided with Dr. Jones that there was barely hope that he would last un- 
til morn ing. The ten der min is tra tions of his wife and the con stant
pres ence of Sis ter Catharine, with the com ing and go ing of the doc- 
tors, filled in the hours un til evening, which, how ever, brought no
thought of im me di ate dan ger. The Sun day pa per had some how
learned of his con di tion and the ru mor that Dr. Pas sa vant was dy ing
brought many anx ious in quiries to know the worst. By seven o’clock,
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he was rest ing so eas ily that Mrs. Pas sa vant, over taxed by in ces sant
watch ing and heart-break ing anx i ety, was per suaded to lie down for
needed rest. The doc tors left, to re turn at a later hour. But by half past
nine a rapid turn for the worse took place. The fam ily were soon at
the bed side, and when a few mo ments later, the door bell rang and the
doc tor en tered the house, it was to hear the words: ‘It is all over.’ The
clock marked ten fif teen.

"Dr. Pas sa vant had a vig or ous con sti tu tion, and up to within two
years scarcely knew what pro tracted sick ness was; but at that time a
se ri ous at tack of the grip, fol lowed by pneu mo nia, kept him for
weeks as a pa tient in the Mil wau kee Hos pi tal which he was then vis- 
it ing. Very ten der and skill ful nurs ing, by God’s bless ing ap par ently
re stored him to health, but it was many months be fore full strength
came back, and even then a slight cold al ways gave him pain and
great un easi ness. Friends have noted the slow fail ing of his pow ers of
en durance and his fam ily physi cian warned him of the pos si ble dan- 
ger of re cur rence of the old trou ble and the peril of meet ing it with
ex hausted vi tal ity But he did not know how to spare him self.

" ‘The truth is that he died a mar tyr to his work. The de mands of
the in sti tu tions, with whose care he was charged, were in ces sant and
se vere un der the most fa vor able con di tions, but the draft upon his en- 
er gies and the ten sion of anx i ety had been greatly in creased by the
em bar rass ments felt, in com mon with all other phil an thropic and re li- 
gious work, be cause of the cur rent fi nan cial strin gency.’ That is the
opin ion of an ob serv ing friend pub lished ed i to ri ally in an in flu en tial
jour nal. It ex presses the whole truth.

"He died as he had lived, ‘a work man that needed not to be
ashamed.’

"The death of Dr. Pas sa vant was known through the As so ci ated
and United Press dis patches all over the coun try on Mon day morn ing,
and the city pa pers con tained long obit u ar ies and ed i to rial men tion of
his life and work. Friends and ac quain tances be gan to come to the
house in large num bers to look upon the dead; many, in cred u lous of
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the news pa per re ports, to per suade them selves that it could not be
true.

“On Tues day and”SVed nes day, the body lay in state in the par lor
of his late res i dence, 122 Cen ter Av enue, sur rounded by choice flow- 
ers that in ti mate friends had sent to brighten the solemn cham ber with
their res ur rec tion ser mons. A con stant suc ces sion of call ers, poor and
rich, the aged and the or phaned, took their places at the side of the
cas ket, and turned away to hide their stream ing eyes. Death was
there, but only the sweet calm of sleep seemed to rest upon the face
and the peace of God upon the closed eye lids. The left hand lay nat u- 
rally across the breast, a po si tion strik ingly life like and sug ges tive.

“At half past twelve on”Wednes day, the fam ily and a few near
friends gath ered in the par lor where the Rev. D. H. Geissinger read
the twenty-third Psalm, and closed the short ser vices with a fer vent
prayer. In car riages they then pro ceeded to the First Lutheran Church
which was crowded, many peo ple be ing un able to gain ad mis sion.
The fu neral pro ces sion passed down the mid dle aisle, pre ceded and
fol lowed by more than a hun dred min is ters of the Pitts burgh Synod
and vicin ity. The pall-bear ers, John V. Chal fant, Alexan der Nim ick,
Geo. A. Berry-, John B. Jack son, James Sheafer, John S. Scully, Wm.
W. Wat tles, J. S. Sea man, Hen r jBalken and Thos. H. Lane, placed the
pre cious cas ket be fore the chan cel, which was head raped in black.
There were no flow ers. Two palm branches lay upon the cas ket, one
from a beloved friend, the other the trib ute of his life long fel low
worker in the New York Em i grant House. The wreath of bloom ing
lau rel which rested at the foot came from the Sol diers’ Or phans at Ju- 
monville, his ‘moun tain home.’ Revs. D. H. Geissinger, the pas tor of
the church and J. Q. Wa ters, the Pres i dent of the Pitts burgh Synod,
with Rev. Dr. H. W. Roth, of the Chicago The o log i cal Sem i nary, oc- 
cu pied the chan cel, while Rev. Dr. A. Spaeth, Pres i dent of the Min is- 
terium of Penn syl va nia, and Rev. Dr. G. A. Wen zel, one of the most
ven er a ble mem bers of the Synod and his in ti mate col lege friend, had
places of honor at the chan cel rail ing. In the places as signed them,
were dea conesses from Mil wau kee, Jack sonville, 111., and Pitts burgh
and Rev. J. F. Ohl, the Rec tor of the Dea coness Mother House, and a
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com mit tee of prom i nent cit i zens from Mil wau kee, to pay the last to- 
ken of rev er ence to the founder of the In sti tu tion and the friend of
their city’s sick and poor. The Emer gency Hos pi tal, Chicago, had also
its rep re sen ta tive, and the Wart burg Or phans’ Home near New York,
had sent its Di rec tor.

“The ser vices were sim ple but full of dig nity and beauty. The
choir, sang the re sponses to the beau ti ful burial ser vice of the Church
Book, the mu sic of the Kyrie and the chant ing of Psalm one hun dred
and thirty with the an tiphon, be ing pe cu liarly solemn and im pres sive.
Af ter the Scrip ture was read by Rev. J. Q.”Wa ters, the vast con gre ga- 
tion joined in the hymn: ‘Je sus, still lead on. Till our rest be won.’

"The Rev. Dr. H. W. Roth, stand ing be fore the cas ket, in a short
ad dress dwelt es pe cially upon Dr. Pas sa vant’s work.

"The pas tor of the be reaved fam ily, the Rev. D. H. Geissinger, then
spoke feel ingly upon the res ur rec tion les son.

"The ser vices closed with the singing of the hymn:

’ The pre cious seed of weep ing To-day we sow once more. ’

"The Nunc Dimit tis and an tiphon by the choir, and the bene dic tion
closed the ser vice, af ter which in un in ter rupted lines, the au di ence
slowly passed be fore the bier to gaze an in stant upon the form sleep- 
ing be neath the palm branches and the lau rel.

"Af ter the ser vices, the fu neral cortege pro ceeded to the sta tion of
the Pitts burgh & West ern Rail road, in Al le gheny, where a spe cial
train was taken, a large num ber of friends ac com pa ny ing the fam ily
to Zelieno ple.

"Here car riages were taken, and slowly the fu neral pro ceeded past
the old stone church where Dr. Pas sa vant had been bap tized and con- 
firmed, and past the quaint home stead in which he first saw the light,
up to the grave yard on the hill, while the bell of the Or phans’ Home
in the dis tance was tolling out the sor row of the lit tle ones to whom
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he had been more than a fa ther. The chil dren from the homes at
Rochester and Zelieno ple, ranged in a long line, were per mit ted to
look upon his peace ful face, and then the crowds that had gath ered
slowly filed past with tear-dimmed eyes.

“The burial of fice was read by Rev. J. Q. Wa ters, and the body
was then low ered into its rest ing place. It did not look like a grave,
lov ing hands hav ing densely lined the sides with twigs of ev er green
and ef faced ev ery ves tige of bro ken earth, spread ing over ev ery thing
the sweet ness and fra grance of twigs and blos soms. The or phan chil- 
dren un der the lead er ship of Di rec tor Kribbs chanted the twenty-third
Psalm, in ter rupted by many a child ish sob, and the bene dic tion was
spo ken amid si lence bro ken only by the sigh ing of the winds in the
trees over head, and the plain tive chirp ing of the birds. The Home bell
had ceased tolling, and the shad ows of evening were be gin ning to
gather over a land scape that seemed too peace ful and beau ti ful for
earth.”

From the hun dreds of tele grams and let ters of con do lence and ap pre ci a tion
that came to his fam ily we se lect these few:

"Af ter a long jour ney I reached home to hear with deep est sym pa- 
thy that your hon ored fa ther had been called home. In the ab sence of
my brother-in-law, Pas tor Dis sel hoff, it de volves upon me to ex press
my brother’s and my own sin cere sor row at this event. Yet with all
the re gret at this tem po ral loss I yet re joice that this true son of God
has been per mit ted to pass from the Church mil i tant to the Church tri- 
umphant. Your sainted fa ther still ap pears be fore me as in my early
youth I saw him here in Kaiser swerth, talk ing with ea ger en thu si asm
about Amer ica, my fa ther act ing as in ter preter, and upon his knees
pray ing with the sis ter hood Yours re spect fully,

“Kaiser swerth, July 18. Mina Flied ner.”

"Great as his ser vices have been in de vel op ing the Church, deep- 
en ing an in ter est in mis sions and in the work of ed u ca tion, and pro- 
foundly as his loss will be felt in these var i ous de part ments, his labors
in mov ing the heart of the Church to the man i fes ta tions of the Spirit
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of Christ in works of mercy, long ago gave him a pre-em i nence which
no one will dis pute and his name will be spo ken of with ven er a tion
and grat i tude for gen er a tions to come.

"He surely did not live in vain, and it must be a rich source of con- 
so la tion to you, the beloved and be reaved mem bers of his fam ily, that
he lived and loved so long and so well and that he now rests from his
labors. Yours in sin cere sym pa thy,

"New York, June 5. G. F. Kro tel.’

"We were in ti mate and at tached friends in col lege. Of late years
we were brought again into fre quent com mu ni ca tion and in ti mate re- 
la tions with each other, and I learned more of his no ble na ture, of his
warm, lov ing heart, and of his great use ful ness. ‘A prince and a great
man has fallen in Is rael.’ No one in his own Church or in any other
would be more missed. He was one of the most use ful men in his
gen er a tion. His nu mer ous in sti tu tions of learn ing and of mercy con- 
sti tute such a mon u ment as few men of any age have had raised to
their mem ory. To our view, his death seems to be pre ma ture. He had
so much in hand; so much de pended on him, and he seemed so nec es- 
sary to the ad vance ment of the many benev o lent in sti tu tions he had in
charge. But in God’s view he had fin ished his work. The time for rest
and re ward had come. He would not have said it, but we can bear tes- 
ti mony of him that he ‘fought a good fight and kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for him a crown of right eous ness.’ Yours truly,

“Saxe, Va., June 9. Hugh A. Brown.”

"It may seem to hu man wis dom that he has gone too soon, from
his fam ily, from the Church dear to him as his own life, yea, dearer,
from the in sti tu tions of mercy so near his heart, from the world to
which he was a bless ing; but truly, ‘God’s time is the best time, and
God’s ways are al ways right.’ I know how you will miss the fa mil iar
foot fall and cheer ful voice, but you will not be wail him, for ‘He hath
gone To sit down with prophets by the clear And crys tal wa ters; he
hath gone to list Isa iah’s harp, and David ’s, and to walk With Enoch
and Eli jah and the host Of the just men made per fect.’
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"Very sin cerely yours,

“Des Moines, la., July 9, 1894. Samuel B. Bamitz.”

“The writer of this re mem bers Dr. Pas sa vant from the meet ing of
the Au gus tana Synod in An dover in 1870. Never shall I for get how
ten derly and lov ingly he re mem bered my poor, sick mother at the
morn ing wor ship. His per sonal piety, his strong trust in God’s faith- 
ful ness, and his con se quent loy alty to our Church’ Con fes sions, and
es pe cially his zeal for its three most im por tant de part ments of ed u ca- 
tion, mis sions, and mercy would be, I think, a re mark able fea ture in
whom so ever we might meet them. He was a choice preacher and an
able ed i tor. Had great con fi dence in his own judg ment in the prac ti cal
busi ness to which he was called. His life was a se ries of an swers to
prayer, and his ex pe ri ences through out bore tes ti mony to the liv ing
pres ence of God among the chil dren of men.” — C. A. S., in Hem lan- 
det, Chicago.

“On the evening of June 3, Dr. W. A. Pas sa vant died at his home
in Pitts burgh. He was one of the most noted men in the Lutheran
Church in the United States. He was a spe cial friend of the Ice- 
landers, and aided them both by ad vice and in prac ti cal ways.” —
Ice landic Pa per, Man i toba. “He it was who sug gested to our sainted
Burkhart to found the Mar tin Luther Or phans’ Home (at Brook
Farm), and aided him by la bor and coun sel in the project.” —
Lutherisclier Anzeiger.

“Dr. Pas sa vant was a rare man. A kind of man that ought to be far
more plen ti ful. Wher ever there were a few Luther ans who ought to be
helped to get a con gre ga tion and a church of their own, there Pas sa- 
vant helped. Where a church was with out a pas tor, there Pas sa vant
tried to find the right man for them. How many or phan ages, homes
for help less and aged peo ple, hos pi tals and farm schools, for the care
of chil dren who oth er wise most likely would have gone to the bad, he
es tab lished, I can not now tell. Some of them like the great Mil wau kee
Hos pi tal are mag nif i cent in sti tu tions. Thiel Col lege, one of our re ally
fine col leges, and the Chicago The o log i cal Sem i nary owe their ex is- 
tence and pros per ity un der God to him. He es tab lished and edited the
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Work man, in my opin ion the most ex cel lent Eng lish pa per pub lished
in the Gen eral Coun cil. He made the Pitts burgh Synod the liveli est
mis sion ary synod, and thereby did more than he will ever get credit
for, to liven up the oth ers. Some one who knows bet ter than I, will, I
hope, speak of his in tro duc ing the dea coness work into Amer ica.
With all this, he was unas sum ing, plain and mod est; as a lawyer ex- 
pressed it to me in Lon don, Eng land, one day: ‘Why, his face is a
bene dic tion.’ Al to gether, he was a great gift of God to the world, and
a most sig nal bless ing to our Church.” — Our Church Pa per (Va.)

“Exit, thou Chris tian phi lan thropist, thou gen uine pil lar of the so- 
cial struc ture! Some where upon ev ery in sti tu tion that he founded his
name should be placed, and his life should be writ ten from a broad,
hu man i tar ian point of view, not by the hack bi og ra pher, the rigid the- 
olo gian, nor the ex trav a gant pan e gyrist, but by some one with the
kind of ge nius for such work played by Dr. Fran cis Tiffany in his
‘Life of Dorothea L. Dix.’ Of this book an abridge ment should be
pub lished in the cheap est pos si ble form, so that to the end of time in
these in sti tu tions, when ever the ques tion is asked, ‘Who was Pas sa- 
vant?’ it may be an swered in tel li gently.” — N. Y. Chris tian Ad vo cate.

“The honor, too, which we all pay in stinc tively to good men who
have spent their lives in un selfish la bor for hu man ity is ev i dence that
our ideal man is of this type. This is the mean ing of the wide spread
and deeply felt ex pres sion of re spect the death of Dr. Pas sa vant has
called out. More noted men have their death more widely her alded
…. but far higher in qual ity and more per ma nent in du ra tion is the
homage felt by the best and the most in tel li gent of our cit i zen ship to- 
ward this founder of hos pi tals, schools and asy lums. Long af ter his
name has per ished from the mem ory of the liv ing race, his work will
abide. A hum ble-minded man like Dr. Pas sa vant may not glory in his
works, but he surely must have a pro found sat is fac tion in the as sur- 
ance that his benef i cent in sti tu tions were not to per ish with his earthly
life.” — Dr. J. D. Mof fat, in Pres by te rian Ban ner.

“Like all great men, Dr. Pas sa vant ever lived ahead of his age.
Had the same pro gres sive spirit which lived and worked in him, an i- 
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mated all our pas tors, far more would have been ac com plished in the
line of mis sion ac tiv ity. When we think that over forty years ago he
had laid plans and se cured lots for new churches in Pitts burgh and Al- 
le gheny, and worked with her culean ef forts, to ward their re al iza tion,
and find that they are not yet re al ized al though the city has quadru- 
pled in pop u la tion, we surely must place the blame else where than
upon him. If, then, dur ing his life we could not ad vance our Church
ac cord ing to her pos si bil i ties, may his death speak to us with more
per sua sive scents. . . . May his death, like the death of the mar tyrs,
quicken the Church to new de vo tion and greater ef forts. May he be
held in grate ful re mem brance, and be a stim u lus to all who knew his
earnest zeal.” — Young Lutheran.

"In the forms of phil an thropic work in which the Protes tant
Churches in this coun try have been al to gether ne glect ful— the pro- 
vid ing of in sti tu tions for the care of the sick, suit able homes for or- 
phans and for aged ser vants of God — he was a pi o neer. To an ex tent
that is ex tra or di nary he had the care of such in sti tu tions on his heart
and hands, and at the same time was busy in pro mot ing the gen eral
work of his de nom i na tion through out a wide sec tion of coun try. The
truth is that he died a mar tyr to his work. The de mands of the in sti tu- 
tions with which he was spe cially charged were in ces sant and se vere
in the most fa vor able con di tions, but the draft upon his en er gies and
the ten sion of anx i ety had been greatly in creased by the em bar rass- 
ments felt, in com mon with all other phil an thropic and re li gious
work, be cause of the cur rent fi nan cial strin gency.

“Dr. Pas sa vant was one of na ture’s no ble men, and at the same
time a splen did tro phy of di vine grace. We shall ever es teem it an
honor and a priv i lege to have been per mit ted some de gree of fa mil iar
in ter course with him.” — United Pres by te rian.

“Around the grave of Dr. Pas sa vant a whole peo ple, so to speak,
might gather of those who di rectly or in di rectly have been ben e fited
by his un tir ing work of suf fer ing hu man ity. He had, as it seems, a
par tial ity for the peo ple of the North and many are the Nor we gian
and Swedish im mi grants that have re ceived his ad vice and as sis tance,
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and many also are the Nor we gian and Swedish or phans that have
found a home in his’ in sti tu tions and that are now in de pen dent and
pros per ous and am ply able to do for oth ers what was once done for
them. Es pe cially dur ing the mem o rable days when the rav ages of the
cholera de prived so many fam i lies of their fa thers and moth ers, did
this good Samar i tan find a wide and fruit ful field for his en deav ors.
Pas sa vant used this op por tu nity and did all he could to res cue the or- 
phans from their mis ery. The Lord has re leased a true ser vant, a pi o- 
neer and a leader. Who will take his place? If the Lutheran Church
might find many in its midst in whom a liv ing faith is united with sin- 
cere and fer vent love in word and in deed as was the case with him, it
would serve the Lord more ac cept ably than by all its bit ter and per- 
sonal con tro ver sies.” — Folke Madet.

“He has gone away in trou blous times. Through no lit tle tribu la- 
tion he has passed to the white robe and the un ruf fled rest and peace
of God. When I think of his care, of his bat tle for the truth, of his
agony of love and prayer in be half of the Church, and of the no ble in- 
sti tu tions that will so miss him, I al most feel like of fer ing con grat u la- 
tions. What a rest must his be in that bet ter home. Per mit me to of fer
Mrs. Pas sa vant and all the bereft ones my sin cer est sym pa thy. May
that blessed Re deemer, whom he so loved, be your com fort and stay
in this the hour of your sor row. Most fra ter nally, M. Rhodes.”

"For twenty-eight years my re la tions with him have been most in- 
ti mate. He has had much to do in mold ing my ca reer. He al ways
stood by me when op po nents on the one side and on the other at- 
tacked me. I have dif fered with him on some sub jects, but it never di- 
min ished my re gard for him or chilled his friend ship for me.

“I of ten think of a re mark of Dr. Krauth which may be in ter est ing
for you to re call. It was sub stan tially this: ‘Dr. Pas sa vant is of ten se- 
verely crit i cized by some most closely con nected with him. But af ter
he has passed away, all these points of crit i cism will grad u ally dis ap- 
pear as the years re cede, and his name will live as one of the few
great men whom_ the Church has pro duced.’ H. E. Ja cobs.”
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We have now told the story of his life. Or, rather, he has told it in his own
art less, unas sum ing, God-trust ing way. We stand amazed be fore him and his
achieve ments. How shall we es ti mate him? How can we take his mea sure?
What is our fi nal char ac ter i za tion of the man and his work?

He was not an as sid u ous stu dent, buried in books or bus ied with re- 
searches. He was not the most pro found scholar, not a great the olo gian.
From his youth up it was the prac ti cal side of things that ap pealed to him.
He was sen si tive, emo tional and scrupu lously con sci en tious. Not clear, at
first, as to the foun da tion of the true faith, he had tor tured him self in turn
with a Calvin is tic le gal ism and a Methodis tic emo tion al ism. He had thus
had his se vere pen i ten tial strug gles, but found no abid ing; peace. He had
stud ied, searched and strug gled his way out of doubt, un cer tainty and agony
into the clear teach ing of the di vine Word.

He had be come a New Tes ta ment the olo gian — a the olo gian in Ne an- 
der’s sense, who claimed that the heart makes the true the olo gian. With his
whole mind and heart he had laid hold of the foun da tions of all true the ol- 
ogy. He firmly be lieved that the Bible is the in spired Word of the liv ing
God. He un hesi tat ingly ac cepted its whole sad teach ing con cern ing sin. He
be lieved and trusted in Je sus as the ever-liv ing, ever-present Son of God,
who had taken away all his sin and jus ti fied him freely by His grace. Hav- 
ing ex pe ri enced the jus ti fy ing power of Christ, he be lieved un wa ver ingly in
all His or dain ments and in sti tu tions. Be cause he be lieved so fully in Christ,
he had no dif fi culty in be liev ing in His Church and Sacra ments, as trea- 
suries and bear ers of di vine gifts and bless ings. He knew all this by blessed
ex pe ri ence. He had tasted and seen that the Lord is gra cious. He had found
his own bap tism a never-fail ing fount of com fort and strength, had feasted
on the glo ri fied body and blood of his Lord, and had a daily ex pe ri ence of
the Holy Spirit’s pres ence and power in the di vine Word. And as it was his
own Church that had taught him this com fort ing and quick en ing truth, he
loved her bet ter than his life. He was a sound Lutheran mys tic, ev ery doc- 
trine had be come an ex pe ri ence with him, and this was the se cret of his
power.

Be cause of his cling ing, trust ing, rest ing faith, he could try the spir its,
dis cern hu man na ture and se lect friends and helpers with rare fe lic ity. His
own deep re li gious ex pe ri ence was the foun tain of his won der ful com pas- 
sion and love for ev ery form of hu man mis ery. Out of the full ness of his
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own great heart he tried to re pro duce the life of Christ in His Body, the
Church.



648

25. The Pas sa vant In sti tu tions

A LIFE of Dr. Pas sa vant would be in com plete with out a brief sketch of
what his var i ous in sti tu tions have been do ing since the time of his death.

Af ter his good and gifted son, William A. Pas sa vant, Jr., had com pleted
his stud ies in col lege and sem i nary, he de clined a call to a prom i nent Phil a- 
del phia church, to be come his fa ther’s suc ces sor in the widely scat tered
parish of four con gre ga tions, at Baden, Beaver Co., Pa. While in this la bo ri- 
ous field, he de clined ur gent calls to Al len town, Pa., and to Chicago. He
was not serv ing for lu cre; he was ripen ing for a greater work.

Af ter a few years of faith ful and telling work he re signed the Baden
parish in or der to lighten his fa ther’s bur dens by be com ing his as sis tant in
edit ing the Work man. Dur ing the two years of work on the pa per he be came
pas tor of a mis sion in East End, Pitts burgh, which was looked upon as a for- 
lorn hope, about to per ish. In a short time he lifted it up and made it what it
never had been be fore.

But he felt that his life work must be with his fa ther, not only in the con- 
duct of the Work man, but in the work of mercy in the many in sti tu tions
founded by him. He there fore de cided on a year of travel and study abroad.
He vis ited and tar ried for a while in the lead ing Uni ver si ties of Nor way,
Swe den and Ger many. He be came ac quainted with the most em i nent the- 
olo gians and ed u ca tors of our Church; got an in sight into the con duct of
these great schools, and of the stu dent life within them.

But he was spe cially in ter ested in the char ity work of the Ger man
Church, stud ied .thor oughly the whole work of in ner mis sions in all its ram- 
i fi ca tions, saw its prac ti cal op er a tion and met its lead ers and work ers. He
spent con sid er able time at Ham burg, Kaiser swerth and Biele feld, where he
be came ac quainted with the large mercy work of which these places are the
foun tains. Thus he learned not only the the ory, but saw the prac ti cal work- 
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ing of mother-houses, train ing schools, drill and dis ci pline of can di dates,
sis ters and broth ers.

Es pe cially at Biele feld did he see and study in ner mis sions at work. That
won der ful colony of mis ery, with its thou sands of epilep tics, id iots, in sane,
tramps, vagabonds, drunk ards, mag dalens, was turned into a colony of
mercy. He saw the hand of Christly love help ing, heal ing, sooth ing, sweet- 
en ing and sav ing this mixed mass of mis ery, sin and suf fer ing. The in- 
tensely in ter est ing, vivid and re al is tic let ters that he wrote to the Work man
show not only what these in sti tu tions of mercy are end what they do, but
they show also how his heart was set on fire with a love al most di vine.

On his re turn to Pitts burgh he be came sole ed i tor of the Work man and
con ducted it with sig nal suc cess for sev eral years. His brief but bril liant ca- 
reer in this field was long enough to show that he might have reached en vi- 
able po si tion among the re li gious ed i tors of the land.;

In 1889 young Pas sa vant was called to the su per in ten dency of the Home
Mis sions of the Gen eral Coun cil. For the sake of this work the fa ther again
took upon him self the bur den of edit ing the Work man, and William threw
his whole soul into the work of ex pand ing the Eng lish Lutheran Church.
But for the un ex pected death of his fa ther, he doubt less would have given
his life to this great work.

But his fa ther’s death called him into new fields, to more press ing du ties
and to heav ier re spon si bil i ties. His fa ther had been the Francke, Flied ner
and George Muller com bined. He had planned and prayed or phan ages, hos- 
pi tals, col leges, the o log i cal sem i nar ies, and count less churches into ex is- 
tence.

These in sti tu tions were now left with out a head. The di rec tors of the In- 
sti tu tion of Protes tant Dea conesses saw at once that the gifted and con se- 
crated son, fit ted for the work by his as so ci a tion with his fa ther, his stud ies
and his trav els, was the nat u ral and nec es sary heir to the re spon si bil i ties,
bur dens and priv i leges hereto fore borne by the sainted fa ther. Bravely did
the young man take upon him self the ar du ous and ex act ing du ties. With in- 
domitable courage, un wea ried pa tience and per se ver ance did he carry it on.
The mul ti ply ing of the in ter ests and the ag ing of his fa ther had left the in sti- 
tu tions more or less em bar rassed fi nan cially. Then came the sore and last ing
fi nan cial panic. Surely these were try ing times for the young di rec tor. But
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he knew how to plan; he had learned how to pray; he was ready for in ces- 
sant toil; he hes i tated not in the face of un wel come and dis taste ful tasks. He
knew not how to spare him self, was in stant in sea son, out of sea son, ever
about his Fa ther’s busi ness.

The Or phans’ Homes.

In less than a year af ter his fa ther’s death Mr. Pas sa vant had com pleted ar- 
range ments to con sol i date the Rochester and Zelieno ple homes. In 1895 the
girls were taken from Rochester to the big farm of four hun dred acres in
Zelieno ple. There the build ings had been im proved and ev ery thing made
ready for their re cep tion. Ever since then from sev enty-five to one hun dred
or phans have been cared for ev ery year. Not only were they fa thered and
moth ered, housed, fed and clothed, but they were also schooled for ten
months of each year. The school cur ricu lum is fully up to the grade of the
pub lic schools of the county in which the home is lo cated. But in ad di tion to
the sec u lar branches and in ad di tion to the daily and Sun day de vo tions and
re li gious in struc tions, re li gion is taught ev ery day in the school. The Word
of God, books help ful to its proper un der stand ing, Luther’s Cat e chism, the
Church’s his tory, her hymns and prayers, are de voutly in stilled into the
minds and hearts of the chil dren. The girls are trained in all branches of do- 
mes tic econ omy and needle work, as well as in flori cul ture and hor ti cul ture.
The boys learn farm ing, gar den ing, stock and poul try rais ing, fruit-grow ing
and what ever per tains to suc cess ful agri cul ture.

All this the girls and boys get not only in the ory, but in prac tice, as they
are the daily com pan ions and helpers of the man agers and as sis tants.

For barely seven years were the or phans per mit ted to en joy the over sight
of young Pas sa vant. On July 1st, 1901, the Home was again draped in
mourn ing, and a fu neral, sec ond in sad ness only to that of June 7, 1894, fol- 
lowed. William A. Pas sa vant, Jr., had been sud denly sum moned home.

But the tried and true Di rec tor, the Rev. J. A. Kribbs, and his faith ful
wife, re mained. For over a quar ter of a cen tury these good peo ple have
borne the heat and bur den of the day. Doubt less they have of ten been weary,
sorely per plexed, and bit terly dis ap pointed. Their tears have of ten min gled
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with their prayers. If it means toil and tears, headache and heartache, vex a- 
tion and hu mil i a tion to rear a fam ily of a half-dozen, what must it mean to
mother half a hun dred, or a hun dred, from ev ery pos si ble an ces try and en vi- 
ron ment? But Fa ther and Mother Kribbs are there. And though their hairs
have sil vered, and their steps slack ened, the fa ther less and moth er less are
still shel tered un der their lov ing care. And the sev eral thou sand or phans,
who have found a home in the Farm School, and are scat tered over all the
wide land, rise up and call them blessed.

The cares and labors of these good peo ple will, how ever, be ma te ri ally
light ened. Dur ing the win ter of 1905 the Board cf Protes tant Dea conesses
of fi cially con sti tuted the Home a Sta tion of the Mil wau kee Moth er house.
Two sis ters from Mil wau kee are now in charge, and what the Pas sa vants
planned and prayed for has been fi nally con sum mated.

And let it not be for got ten that the founder of the homes now merged in
the Farm School, be came, through these, the founder of sev eral oth ers. In
1859 the di rect ing sis ter went from the Pitts burgh asy lum with four or phans
to open the Ger man town Or phans’ Home. Dr. Pas sa vant also en cour aged
and as sisted in the es tab lish ing and join ing of an Old Peo ple’s Home with
that or phan age. That com bined in sti tu tion now has prop erty worth one hun- 
dred and sixty thou sand dol lars, with an ad di tional hun dred thou sand of en- 
dow ment funds. One hun dred or phans and about thirty home less old peo ple
are cared for ev ery year.

In 1866 the Rev. Mr. Holls, then Di rec tor of the Zelieno ple Home, went
to Mount Ver non, N. Y., with five boys to start the Wart burg Or phans’
Home. That in sti tu tion now has prop erty, clear of all debt, worth four hun- 
dred thou sand dol lars. Un der its ef fi cient and en thu si as tic Di rec tor, the
Rev. Dr. G. C. Berke meier, in a cer tain sense a spir i tual son of Dr. Pas sa- 
vant, there has been added a fine Old Peo ple’s Home here also. Nearly three
hun dred chil dren and from forty to fifty home less old peo ple are here shel- 
tered and made happy. Fur ther ex pan sion and vari a tion in mercy work are
in con tem pla tion.
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◊ The Lutheran Dea coness Moth er house, Mil wau kee, WI

As we write this we re ceive the wel come news that the Board of Dea- 
conesses has re solved to plant an Old Peo ple’s Home on the Zelieno ple
grounds and that the ar chi tect is al ready at work on the plans.

How the Pas sa vant Homes, through their founder, be came in flu en tial in
start ing the homes in Buf falo, N. Y., Bos ton, Mass., Vasa, Minn., and in
other places, we al ready know. And so the lit tle one has be come a thou sand
and the small one a great na tion, and the end is not yet.

The Epilep tic Home At Rochester, Pa.
For many years Dr. Pas sa vant had had a com pas sion ate con cern for the
epilep tics. Only his un timely death had pre vented him from found ing a
home for these un for tu nates.

As soon as the Rev. W. A. Pas sa vant, Jr., had his new work fairly in
hand, he set about to carry out his fa ther’s in ten tions. He en listed the in ter- 
est of some of his wealthy friends in Pitts burgh and vicin ity. Most of these
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good peo ple had been his fa ther’s helpers. We should like to make hon or- 
able men tion of all of them. The names of many of them ap pear in the
pages of this book. Many are un known to the au thor. But God knows them.
They are writ ten down in His Book. What ever they have done, in His name,
for the or phan, the sick, the aged, the help less and home less of any class,
the epilep tic, so wretched and for lorn in his pitiable plight, the blessed Mas- 
ter knows and ac cepts as done unto Him. Be sides the good peo ple of the
First Eng lish Lutheran church, Pitts burgh, and the churches in the Beaver
Val ley, es pe cially Grace church, Rochester, the Ger man Lutheran churches
in Rochester and Monaca, and other Lutheran churches, many of God’s dear
chil dren in other com mu nions also have as sisted nobly in all the Pas sa vant
un der tak ings. Among these we might men tion Mrs. Wm. Thaw, one of
God’s no ble women, who re gards her riches as a trust from Him, and is qui- 
etly, al most se cretly, giv ing her life to do ing good. In her own Church she is
one of those who are anony mously do ing a large part in the sus tain ing of
strug gling in sti tu tions, char i ties and boards. There prob a bly would be no
Pres by te rian The o log i cal Sem i nary in Om aha, but for Mrs. Thaw. And this
is only one of hun dreds of the ob jects of her boun ti ful benev o lence. Such
women as she are the crown ing glory of their sex. How in signif i cant, empty
and pitiable, along side of such, is the so ci ety belle, the plat form woman,
and the “new woman” in any role!

The friends thus en listed by young Pas sa vant formed an as so ci a tion and
se cured a char ter for the found ing of “The Pas sa vant Memo rial Homes for
the Care of Epilep tics.” The man age ment was vested in twelve trustees,
four of whom must be Lutheran.

Two Nor we gian dea conesses came from Chicago to take up the work.
For two years they bore the heavy bur dens in ci dent to epilep tic work, es pe- 
cially bur den some in an in fant in sti tu tion lack ing in proper equip ment, de- 
pen dent on in ex pe ri enced, of ten in com pe tent, tran sient and ever-chang ing
help. Then their health failed and they re signed, to re turn to Nor way. In
June, 1897, two sis ters from the Mil wau kee Moth er house took charge of the
work. These sis ters also had to learn the work and sys tem atize the man age- 
ment. Times were of ten hard, money scarce and pro vi sions short, but the
good work never stopped. The Rev. J. Ash, called as su per in ten dent in
1896, served faith fully for two years, when he re signed to ac cept a call to a
pas toral charge. In 1903 the As so ci a tion trans ferred the Homes to the In sti- 
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tu tion of Protes tant Dea conesses, and the Rev. F. W. Kohler be came su per- 
in ten dent. As the build ings on the grounds could not ac com mo date more
than forty or fifty at most, ap pli cants for ad mis sion had to be re fused con- 
stantly for lack of room. In 1903 it was re solved, there fore, to be gin to raise
a build ing fund of fifty thou sand dol lars for an ad min is tra tion build ing.

As a chapel and a laun dry build ing were sorely needed, the gen eros ity of
a few in di vid u als made the erec tion of a com modi ous laun dry build ing pos- 
si ble. The sec ond story of this has been ar ranged for a tem po rary chapel,
where the first glad ser vice was held on Easter, 1905. A be quest of twenty
thou sand dol lars from Mr. Lock hart, of Pitts burgh, to gether with sev eral
smaller lega cies and a num ber of good sub scrip tions, make the erec tion of
the needed Ad min is tra tion Build ing and a cot tage pos si ble. An ar chi tect is
busy upon the plans. And so this youngest of the Pas sa vant in sti tu tions is
ad vanc ing and en larg ing in its blessed mercy work for a class hith erto al- 
most wholly over looked by both Church and State in our land,

The Mil wau kee Hos pi tal And Moth er- 
house
When young Mr. Pas sa vant took charge of the var i ous in sti tu tions he found
the Mil wau kee Hos pi tal car ry ing a heavy debt, in sore need of en large ment
and with out ei ther rec tory or moth er house. Al though a pro tracted panic had
been par a lyz ing the busi ness world and dry ing up the foun tains of benev o- 
lence, he set bravely to work to sup ply the needs. First he made plans for
ex ten sive en large ment and im prove ments. These in cluded the ad di tion of a
wing, with one of the finest op er at ing rooms in the West; a cov ered ap- 
proach for the am bu lance and car riages, so that pa tients might be brought in
with out dan ger or dis com fort in time of storm; and the fur nish ing of the
new chapel. Later on a com plete bac te ri o log i cal equip ment, an X-ray ma- 
chine and com plete elec tric light ing were added. As far as all this was com- 
pleted be fore Mr. Pas sa vant died, it was nearly all paid for. In ad di tion to all
this ex pen sive im prove ment the old, heavy debt was all paid off, and a new,
costly and com modi ous rec tory was built. The num ber of pa tients has more
than tre bled since Dr. Pas sa vant died. The hos pi tal now cares for con sid er- 
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ably more than one thou sand ev ery year. More than one-third of these are
char ity pa tients, who are freely ad mit ted with out re gard to race, re li gion or
color. For years all the poor who have knocked for ad mit tance have been re- 
ceived. Not one has been re fused, though many pay-pa tients are re fused for
lack of room. There is about the same pro por tion of char ity pa tients in all
the Pas sa vant hos pi tals.

One of the many sub stan tial Mil wau kee friends of the hos pi tal is Mr. F.
Lay ton. For sev eral years he has had a force of men at work in beau ti fy ing
the grounds. First he built a mas sive, ter raced stone wall, with prom i nent
pil lared gate ways, all along the Cedar Street front. Then a costly or na men tal
iron fence was put on the wall. Drive ways were built, and un der the over- 
sight of an ex pe ri enced land scape gar dener the whole beau ti ful plot of
ground was laid out and planted with or na men tal trees, shrubs and flow ers;
so that the im pos ing build ing now stands in the midst of a richly planted
park, where con va les cents, and friends, and nurses can wan der at plea sure
amid the var ie gated beauty of bow ers and bloom and per fume and bird song
when ever the weather in vites out-doors. Af ter the death of the founder this,
as well as each of the three other hos pi tals, was called “The Pas sa vant
Memo rial Hos pi tal.”

About a year be fore the Doc tor died the Rev. Dr. J. F. Ohl was called to
be the Rec tor of the In sti tu tion. Be fore his com ing the Rev. Dr. W. K. Friek
had, for a num ber of years, acted as chap lain. Ever since he came to Mil- 
wau kee to build up the first Eng lish Lutheran church there he had been a
warm friend and a ready helper of Dr. Pas sa vant and the hos pi tal. Dr. Ohl
brought with him pe cu liar fit ness for his po si tion. He had for years been a
faith ful stu dent of the In ner Mis sion and Dea coness Work in Ger many. Be- 
ing by na ture and by self-dis ci pline ex act and sys tem atic in his work and
ways, he at once set about the or ga niz ing and sys tem atiz ing of the work.
Dr. Pas sa vant, who lived five hun dred miles away, had five other in sti tu- 
tions and count less Church in ter ests on his hands, was only an oc ca sional
vis i tor and worker in Mil wau kee. It de volved upon Dr. Ohl, there fore, to in- 
au gu rate reg u lar daily and Sun day chapel ser vices, to work out a course of
study and prepa ra tion for can di dates for the fe male di a conate, and to in- 
struct and train such in the course laid out.

All this he did in that thor ough man ner char ac ter is tic of the man. As
there was prac ti cally no Eng lish lit er a ture on the dea coness of fice and
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work, he made a start in the pro duc tion of it. He pub lished a num ber of
clear and com pre hen sive tracts on the na ture, grounds and his tory of the fe- 
male di a conate, and had trans la tions made of some of the best Ger man
hand books. He ac com plished much in trav el ing from parish to parish and
bring ing this im por tant mat ter be fore the Church of the West. Thus he won
a goodly num ber of can di dates in our Eng lish con gre ga tions and dur ing his
five years’ in cum bency had the plea sure of in duct ing some of these into the
sa cred of fice. It was Dr. Ohl who in au gu rated and set in mo tion the first real
moth er house in con nec tion with the Pas sa vant in sti tu tions. The reg u lar dea- 
coness habit was also as sumed un der the rec tor ship of Dr. Ohl, who also
took a prom i nent part in or ga niz ing the first Con fer ence of Dea coness
Moth er houses in Amer ica.
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◊ The Pas sa vant Hos pi tal, Pitts burgh, PA. For merly “The Pitts- 
burgh In fir mary”

Six months af ter Dr. Ohl had re signed and left Mil wau kee, Dr. Pas sa- 
vant, the Di rec tor of all the Pas sa vant in sti tu tions, was elected Rec tor of the
Mil wau kee Moth er house, and took up his abode there. He was per mit ted to
hold this of fice, in con nec tion with the gen eral di rec tor ship, for only one
year and a half, when he was sud denly sum moned to come up higher. The
Sis ters and pro ba tion ers who were un der him never weary of speak ing of
the spirit of har mony and hap pi ness that pre vailed in the moth er house and
hos pi tal dur ing his short in cum bency. Dur ing his term of of fice the spirit
and lan guage of the moth er house and hos pi tal be came more Eng lish than it
had ever been and more girls than ever be fore came from Eng lish con gre ga- 
tions to pre pare them selves for dea conesses. Mr. Pas sa vant had the rec tory,
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so beau ti ful for sit u a tion and so cheer ful in all its ap point ments, trans- 
formed and con se crated as a moth er house. This has been the peace ful
abode, the rest ing-place as well as the place for study and recita tion ever
since. Here the Sis ters re ceive their friends and meet for recre ation. This is
their real home from which bless ings fol low them to their var i ous fields of
la bor, and to which they re turn to be lov ingly cared for when sick or when
too old for ac tive ser vice. Here, if the good Lord spares them to die of old
age, they ex pect to have their eyes closed by lov ing hands, and out of its
doors they will be car ried to their fi nal rest amid the tears and bene dic tions
of their sis ters and their spir i tual guide. Happy Sis ters! They need never
have care as to what they shall eat, what they shall drink, where withal they
shall be clothed, who will find for them a Chris tian home, take care of them
in sick ness and give them Chris tian burial when dead.

It was no easy mat ter to find a suc ces sor to young Pas sa vant. Af ter more
than a year the Rev. H. L. Fritschel was in stalled as Di rec tor and Rec tor,
Au gust 18, 1902.

Un der his lead er ship the work goes steadily for ward. The num ber of pa- 
tients in the hos pi tal con stantly in creases. The in come is steadily grow ing.
But, best of all, the largest class of can di dates in the his tory of the in sti tu- 
tion was in structed last year, and the largest band of Sis ters was con se crated
a few weeks be fore this writ ing. The moth er house is be ing en larged to dou- 
ble its for mer ca pac ity, and a fine rec tory was built dur ing the past year and
is now oc cu pied by Pas tor Fritschel and his fam ily.

The ca pa ble and greatly beloved Sis ter Catharine Den zer is do ing most
ex cel lent work as teach ing sis ter. She throws her whole heart into the de vel- 
op ment of each pupil. What won der that her stu dents cling to her with such
beau ti ful af fec tion! Surely hers is a blessed work, a rich and fruit ful life.

Look ing over the beau ti ful hos pi tal grounds, re call ing the small be gin- 
nings, the early strug gles, the bit ter losses, we may well say: What hath
God wrought! And look ing at the moth er house may we not con fi dently
hope that it will do its full part to make the fe male di a conate one of the
com ing glo ries of our dear Church?

The Pitts burgh Hos pi tal
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This porch of mercy had been closed for sev eral years dur ing the life time of
its founder. Dur ing this time it had been re mod eled and im proved through- 
out. It had been re fur nished and re opened sev eral years be fore Dr. Pas sa- 
vant’s death. It was filled to over flow ing when young Mr. Pas sa vant took
charge. He found a con sid er able debt on ac count of re cent im prove ments,,
but he be gan at once to plan for fur ther im prove ments and for en large ment.
On ac count of the con sol i da tion and re or ga niz ing of the Or phan Work, the
found ing and or ga niz ing of the Epilep tic Homes and the im prove ments in
Mil wau kee, he could not at once carry out his Pitts burgh pur poses. As soon
as other un der tak ings were safely out of the way, he turned to Pitts burgh.
Here was the city of his own birth and the only home he had ever known,
for he was never mar ried. In sight of the parental home stood the old In fir- 
mary, the first Protes tant hos pi tal in Amer ica, founded by his sainted fa ther
when con sid er ably younger than he now was. In that old In fir mary was the
cra dle of the Amer i can fe male di a conate, and the germ from which had
grown all the Pas sa vant char i ties and many oth ers. Here was the ven er a ble
First church, brought out of the wilder ness, and made to bear such rich
fruitage un der the pas toral care of his fa ther. And it was now fifty years
since that hos pi tal was started and stoned and driven out of Al le gheny as a
“pest house.” Should not his sainted fa ther have a spe cial memo rial here?
He set to work to build a fifty thou sand dol lar wing to the hos pi tal; and in
the face of fi nan cial strin gency, the pre dic tions of fail ure, and the warn ings
of many good peo ple, he ceased not to pray and to la bor un til he had the
project com pleted and prac ti cally paid for. It was a memo rial to his fa ther
and a fit ting com mem o ra tion of the first half cen tury’s mercy work in the
Lutheran Church. It was ded i cated with ap pro pri ate ser vices De cem ber 7,
1900.

The Pas sa vant Memo rial Hos pi tal in Pitts burgh, stand ing on a com- 
mand ing em i nence from which it over looks a large part of the busy city, is
now sec ond to none in ar range ment, equip ment and ap point ments that go to
make a first-class hos pi tal. Like the Mil wau kee Hos pi tal, this Bethesda re- 
ceives and cares for more than one thou sand pa tients ev ery year. The pro- 
por tion of char ity pa tients is not quite so large as that of Mil wau kee.

The Rev. Dr. H. W. Roth is Di rec tor of the Pitts burgh Hos pi tal. He has
been more or less in ti mately as so ci ated with the Pas sa vants and their work
ever since he en tered the min istry nearly half a cen tury ago. He was one of
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the tried and true helpers of Dr. Pas sa vant from the be gin ning, on whom the
Doc tor could de pend for as sis tance at any time when it was needed and
could by any pos si bil ity be given.

When Dr. Pas sa vant was pas tor of the First church and was start ing the
many mis sion points, the young Mr. Roth was the ready helper. He be came
the first pas tor of Grace church on the South Side, built the first church and
par son age for it, as sisted Dr. Pas sa vant on the Mis sion ary, and later on with
the hos pi tal and or phan work. At Dr. Pas sa vant’s earnest so lic i ta tion he took
charge of Thiel Hall, at Monaca, and be came the first Pres i dent of Thiel
Col lege. Dur ing all this time he was the ever ready helper of the Doc tor in
church and char ity work. He car ried a num ber of churches over try ing va- 
can cies and kept them from dis band ing. While he was pas tor of Wicker
Park church, Chicago, he was reg u larly at work for the Chicago and Mil- 
wau kee hos pi tals. When Dr. Pas sa vant died. Dr. Roth took tem po rary
charge of all the in sti tu tions un til W. A. Pas sa vant, Jr., was elected Di rec tor.
For a num ber of years he has been at the head of the Pas sa vant hos pi tal in
Pitts burgh and as sists in the over sight of all the in sti tu tions. Un der his over- 
sight the grounds at Pitts burgh have been greatly im proved and beau ti fied.

The di rect ing Sis ter at Pitts burgh for many years past has been the ac- 
tive, alert and un tir ing Sis ter, Katharine Fo er ster. Small in stature, but wiry
and full of en ergy, she seems to be ev ery where, la bor ing, lead ing, en cour ag- 
ing and di rect ing the man i fold in ter ests of the in sti tu tion. She was a com fort
to Dr. Pas sa vant in his day, to W. A. Pas sa vant, Jr., dur ing his di rec tor ship,
and to Fritschel and Roth since then. She has the con fi dence, the es teem and
love of the best peo ple in Pitts burgh who are friends of the hos pi tal.

Among the many val ued and sub stan tial friends of the Pitts burgh hos pi- 
tal we must make spe cial men tion of the re cently de ceased Miss Sarah
Shaf fer. This good woman was a life long friend and helper of the Pas sa- 
vants. She was with the Sis ters who went from the young Pitts burgh In fir- 
mary to nurse our sol diers dur ing the Civil War. She was one of the ex cel- 
lent women who found their great est joy in min is ter ing to oth ers. Whether
in the Pas sa vant fam ily or in the Pas sa vant hos pi tal, when ever a spe cial
helper was needed, Miss Shaf fer was there. She had long set her heart on a
rest-house for the sis ters and nurses. To ward this she gave all that she had
left of earthly pos ses sions. She spent time and ef fort with out stint in se cur- 
ing sub scrip tions for U erec tion of this build ing. As a re sult of her gifts and
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ef forts there now stands on the beau ti ful grounds a “Sis ter-house” that cost
over thirty-two thou sand dol lars. A suite of rooms was set apart for Miss
Shaf fer and a com pan ion, and here she spent her last peace ful days, happy
in mak ing oth ers happy, A fit ting bronze mu ral memo rial tablet is to be
placed in the new build ing. She has gone to a bet ter rest-house; but for
years to come those who be come tired in mak ing suf fer ers com fort able will
find a rest-re treat in this Sis ter-house. Surely here is a bet ter, more fit ting,
more pre cious mon u ment than the costli est shaft in Al le gheny Ceme tery.

The Chicago Hos pi tal

This in sti tu tion whose prov i den tial and oft times ro man tic his tory we have
traced up to the founder’s death, was fa mil iarly known as “The Emer gency
Hos pi tal.” Its name has also been changed to “The Pas sa vant Memo rial.”

When young Mr. Pas sa vant took hold of this in sti tu tion it was not in
pros per ous con di tion. On ac count of the large pro por tion of char ity pa tients,
even now larger than that of Mil wau kee, and the small num ber of rooms for
pay-pa tients, there had been a grow ing deficit. On ac count of the great
scarcity of dea conesses there had been too many changes in the head of the
in sti tu tion. Since its re open ing, af ter four teen years of in ter rup tion on ac- 
count of the great fire, no per ma nent sis ter had been at its head. It was one
of the sore dis ap point ments of both the Pas sa vants that they had not been
able to main tain it as a real dea coness hos pi tal. It is still the earnest prayer
and fond hope of the Sis ter hood and Board of Dea conesses that the Chicago
hos pi tal may soon be come, what its founder in tended it should be a dea- 
coness hos pi tal in fact as well as in name.
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◊ The Sis ter shouse, Pitts burgh, PA

In lieu of a trained sis ter Mr. Pas sa vant was glad to avail him self of the
as sis tance of the ca pa ble and en er getic wife of Dr. 0. J. Wa ters, the house
physi cian. As she had lived in the hos pi tal with her hus band for a num ber of
years, Mrs. Wa ters had be come fa mil iar with its life, its work, its man age- 
ment and its needs. Mr. Pas sa vant was quick to note her ef fi ciency, apt ness
and ex ec u tive abil ity, and was will ing to give the in ner man age ment into
her hands. To gether they planned for more room for pay-pa tients, and to
this end rented out side rooms for the helpers and nurses. This in creased the
in come with out di min ish ing the char ity work. Then the well-to-do women,
who were friends of the in sti tu tion were or ga nized into a Hos pi tal Aid So ci- 
ety and have ever since done ef fec tive ser vice. A lit tle later the Lutheran
women or ga nized a sim i lar so ci ety. In all this Mrs. Wa ters was very help ful.
On ac count of the scarcity of dea conesses a train ing school for nurses was
opened here as well as in Pitts burgh and in Jack sonville. A num ber of valu- 
able lega cies made it pos si ble to en large the build ing. A new wing was
added and a new story put on the old build ing. Thus were added a new
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ward, a nurs ery, a laun dry and a boiler-room, to gether with eigh teen rooms
for pri vate pa tients. Later on the in side was ren o vated, an X-ray ma chine
and other equip ments were se cured. And, best of all, dur ing the past year, a
three-story brick house and lot, next door, has been un con di tion ally do nated
by one of the early co-work ers of Dr. Pas sa vant. Af ter this has been re mod- 
eled the hos pi tal will be among the best in the city. The num ber of pa tients
ad mit ted last year was over a thou sand. Since the death of William Pas sa- 
vant Mrs. Wa ters has been the su per in ten dent of the hos pi tal. It might be
hard to say what would have be come of this char ity, but for her faith ful, pa- 
tient and lov ing ser vice.

The Jack sonville Hos pi tal

The his tory of this in sti tu tion is the strangest of all the Pas sa vant foun da- 
tions.

Af ter the Doc tor had re luc tantly taken the por perty from the per sis tent
donor for the sec ond time, it was opened as a hos pi tal. Shortly af ter its
open ing Sis ter Car o line Ochse took charge and for over a quar ter of a cen- 
tury was faith ful at her post, un til the in ces sant labors at last broke down
her weary frame. In the be gin ning the large house with its six teen-foot win- 
dows was poorly suited for a hos pi tal. There was no heat ing plant. The fur- 
ni ture and equip ments were scant. For years Sis ter Car o line slept on a cot in
the end of a hall cur tained off with cal ico hang ings.

In 1897, Mr. Pas sa vant had the whole build ing al tered, a large and com- 
modi ous wing added, and ev ery thing mod ern ized and beau ti fied. Stand ing
in its beau ti ful park, in a city filled with rich state in sti tu tions, this mod est
Chris tian hos pi tal, with its doors open for the hum blest and most un wor thy
suf fer ers, with its warm hearts and lov ing hands ready to min is ter to all in
the spirit of its Di vine Mas ter is a stand ing ser mon to the whole com mu nity
on His words: “Inas much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these,
ye have done it unto me.”

Sis ter Car o line gave her life to this work of love and is now a bat tered
and bro ken in valid in the moth er house in Mil wau kee. But while her body is
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bro ken, hun dreds of oth ers are well, be cause of her Christ-like min is tra- 
tions.

The Chicago Sem i nary

Of this last foun da tion of the sainted Dr. Pas sa vant, the one for which he
had planned, prayed and pleaded for more than a quar ter cen tury, the one
that had, if pos si ble, an even larger share of his love than any other, we
must say a few words.

This school of the prophets is now thir teen years old. Dur ing these years
it has been the earnest en deavor of those who have had the con duct of its in- 
ner work ings to keep alive in it the spirit of its founder. The school, as we
have seen, started with no cap i tal, ex cept the two acres of ground do nated
by Dr. and Mrs. Pas sa vant, and faith in the good Lord and in His peo ple.
There has been nei ther en dow ment, nor guar an teed sup port from any synod
or body, dur ing all these years. The work has been car ried on en tirely by
vol un tary con tri bu tions., nearly all gath ered from year to year by the pro fes- 
sors. The tri als, test ings, anx i eties and hard ships that have been borne are
known only to God and them selves. Their faith and la bor have not been put
to shame. Their re ward, their crown of re joic ing, they have in the sig nal
bless ing with which God has owned and crowned the work of this in sti tu- 
tion.

One hun dred and sev enty-nine men who have stud ied within its walls
are now preach ing the old Gospel which is still the only sol vent for the ills
that af flict our sin-stricken race. With few ex cep tions, as far as man can
judge, they are wit ness ing out of their own in ner ex pe ri ence the truth that
God gives them out of His Word. They have come to gether from al most ev- 
ery Lutheran Synod in our land. Ev ery one for whom his own synod has a
place goes back to that synod. These zeal ous young men are help ing the
whole Church, so far as she will use their help, across the lan guage bridge.
They are win ning can di dates for the min istry of the Word and for the min- 
istry of mercy. They are go ing to in tro duce the In ner Mis sion work, which
is so greatly bless ing our Church in other lands, into ev ery prom i nent city
of Amer ica. They are thus do ing their full share in solv ing the so cial prob- 
lems that con front our age and land. Other Sem i nar ies are do ing bet ter work
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be cause the Chicago Sem i nary is here. The bene dic tion of the Pas sa vants
seems to be upon our school. To the Sainted Fa ther Berke meier we re- 
marked a short time be fore his death, that Dr. Pas sa vant would re joice to
see the good that our Sem i nary is al ready do ing. He smiled and an swered:

“Ja, der weiss schon bescheid.” [YES, HE AL READY KNOWS]
The story of that won der ful Life is now fin ished. Dur ing its writ ing

again and again arose the ques tion. Why are such men so rare? Why has our
Church in Amer ica pro duced but one Dr. Pas sa vant?

We need such men. The King dom of God needs them. How sadly, how
sorely they are needed. Where are they? Are they in our sem i nar ies? Are
they in the ranks of our younger min is ters?

Dr. Pas sa vant had ex tra or di nary gifts and en dow ments. Doubt less in our
sem i nar ies are young men equally gifted and en dowed. He pos sessed un- 
usual op por tu ni ties. The youth of to day have ad van tages un known a half
cen tury ago. Be fore him were open doors and ripe fields. Be fore our youth
are wider and richer spheres, promis ing re sults in cal cu la ble. And cer tainly
the good Lord is no less will ing now than then to own and crown like labors
with like lib eral and lu mi nant love.

Why then has our Church pro duced but one Dr. Pas sa vant? Why are no
such men now loom ing into view? The Church needs them. And she can
have them. Let our young men in col lege, in sem i nary, in the ac tive min- 
istry, make the same un con di tional sur ren der of self, self-seek ing, and self-
glo ry ing. Let them empty them selves of all re liance on the arm of flesh;
sub mit them selves un der the Word, will, and lead ing of their Lord; let them
feed upon that Word and lean upon that will; let them trust fully fol low that
lead ing; let them hold mys tic fel low ship and com mu nion with Him; trust
Him as im plic itly, love Him as ar dently and love their fel low men with the
same aban don as did this saint of God, and the Church shall have other Pas- 
sa vants.
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How Can You Find Peace With
God?

The most im por tant thing to grasp is that no one is made right with God
by the good things he or she might do. Jus ti fi ca tion is by faith only, and that
faith rest ing on what Je sus Christ did. It is by be liev ing and trust ing in His
one-time sub sti tu tion ary death for your sins.

Read your Bible steadily. God works His power in hu man be ings
through His Word. Where the Word is, God the Holy Spirit is al ways
present.

Sug gested Read ing: New Tes ta ment Con ver sions by Pas tor George Ger- 
berd ing

Bene dic tion

Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall ing, and to present
you fault less be fore the pres ence of his glory with ex ceed ing joy, To
the only wise God our Sav ior, be glory and majesty, do min ion and
power, both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:24-25)

Ba sic Bib li cal Chris tian ity |
Books to Down load

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/103-gerberding-new-testament-conversions/
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The Small Cat e chism of Mar tin Luther

The es sen tials of faith have re mained the same for 2000 years. They
are sum ma rized in (1) The Ten Com mand ments, (2) The Lord’s
Prayer, and (3) The Apos tles’ Creed. Fa mil iar ity with each of fers great
pro tec tion against fads and false hoods.

The Way Made Plain by Si mon Pe ter Long

A se ries of lec tures by the beloved Twen ti eth Cen tury Amer i can
pas tor on the ba sis of faith.

Bible Teach ings by Joseph Stump

A primer on the faith in tended for new be liev ers. Rich in Scrip ture.
Chris tian ba sics ex plained from Scrip ture in clear and jar gon-free lan- 
guage. Many ex cel lent Bible stud ies can be made from this book.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

Es sen tial The ol ogy | Books to
Down load

The Augs burg Con fes sion: An In tro duc tion To Its Study And An Ex- 
po si tion Of Its Con tents by Matthias Loy

“Sin cere be liev ers of the truth re vealed in Christ for man’s sal va tion
have no rea son to be ashamed of Luther, whom God sent to bring
again to His peo ple the pre cious truth in Je sus and whose heroic con- 
tention for the faith once de liv ered o the saints led to the es tab lish ment
of the Church of the Augs burg Con fes sion, now gen er ally called the
Evan gel i cal Lutheran Church.”

The Doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by Matthias Loy

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/583-jacobs-luthers-small-catechism
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/190-long-the-way-made-plain/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/709-stump-bible-teachings/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/484-loy-augsburg-confession-introduction-exposition/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/171-loy-doctrine-of-justification/
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“Hu man rea son and in cli na tion are al ways in their nat u ral state
averse to the doc trine of Jus ti fi ca tion by faith. Hence it is no won der
that earth and hell com bine in per sis tent ef forts to ban ish it from the
Church and from the world.”

The Con fes sional Prin ci ple by Theodore Schmauk

Theodore Schmauk’s ex plo ration and de fense of the Chris tian faith
con sists of five parts: His tor i cal In tro duc tion; Part 1: Are Con fes sions
Nec es sary?; Part 2: Con fes sions in the Church; Part 3: Lutheran Con- 
fes sions; and Part 4: The Church in Amer ica.

Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith by Henry Eyster Ja cobs

A Sum mary of the Chris tian Faith has been ap pre ci ated by Chris- 
tians since its orig i nal pub li ca tion for its easy to use ques tion and an- 
swer for mat, its clear or ga ni za tion, and its cov er age of all the es sen- 
tials of the Chris tian faith. Two es says on elec tion and pre des ti na tion
are in cluded, in clud ing Luther’s “Spec u la tions Con cern ing Pre des ti na- 
tion”.

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

De vo tional Clas sics | Books to
Down load

Ser mons on the Gospels by Matthias Loy. and Ser mons on the Epis- 
tles by Matthias Loy_

“When you feel your bur den of sin weigh ing heav ily upon you,
only go to Him… Only those who will not ac knowl edge their sin and
feel no need of a Sav ior — only these are re jected. And these are not
re jected be cause the Lord has no pity on them and no de sire to de liver
them from their wretched ness, but only be cause they will not come to

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/104-schmauk-confessional-principle/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/109-jacobs-summary-christian-faith/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/publication/
https://www.amazon.com/s?i=stripbooks&rh=p_27%3ALutheran+Librarian&s=relevancerank&text=Lutheran+Librarian
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/550-loy-sermons-on-the-gospels/
https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/589-loy-sermons-on-the-epistles/
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Him that they might have life. They re ject Him, and there fore stand re- 
jected. But those who come to Him, poor and needy and help less, but
trust ing in His mercy, He will re ceive, to com fort and to save.”

The Great Gospel by Si mon Pe ter Long and The Eter nal Epis tle by
Si mon Pe ter Long

“I want you to un der stand that I have never preached opin ions from
this pul pit; it is not a ques tion of opin ion; I have ab so lutely no right to
stand here and give you my opin ion, for it is not worth any more than
yours; we do not come to church to get opin ions; I claim that I can
back up ev ery ser mon I have preached, with the Word of God, and it is
not my opin ion nor yours, it is the eter nal Word of God, and you will
find it so on the Judg ment day. I have noth ing to take back, and I never
will; God does not want me to.”

True Chris tian ity by John Arndt

The Ser mons of Theophilus Stork: A De vo tional Trea sure
“There are many of us who be lieve; we are con vinced; but our souls

do not take fire at con tact with the truth. Happy he who not only be- 
lieves, but be lieves with fire… This en ergy of be lief, this ar dor of con- 
vic tion, made the com mon places of the Gospel, the old, old story,
seem in his [Stork’s] ut ter ance some thing fresh and ir re sistibly at trac- 
tive. Men lis tened to old truths from his lips as though they were a new
rev e la tion. They were new, for they came out of a heart that new
coined them and stamped its own im press of vi tal ity upon them as they
passed through its ex pe ri ence…” – From the In tro duc tion

Full cat a log avail able at Luther an Li brary.org. Many pa per back edi tions
at Ama zon.

https://www.lutheranlibrary.org/192-long-great-gospel/
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